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THE REVIEW AND THE RECORD.
" I teil! remember the works of the Lord; sUl'eZ1.J I will remember
Thy wonders of 011. I teill meditate also of all ·Thy work, and talk
'fit Thy doings."--PSALi\l lxxvii. 11, 12.
.

IN connection with these remembrances there is another, which is
increasingly impressive; it is, how entirely the Lord, in His own
wonder-working way, divests the creature of all wisdom,~trength,
and worthiness. Moreover, He likewise so mercifully and manifestly
takes matter;> into His own hands, He being the Designer and the
Doer in and through all! As the Lord the Spirit is pleased to
lead back the mind in a way of review and remembrance, how is
that creature-humbling portion ratified and confirmed, "0 Lord,
I know that the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps"! How equally true it is that,
"though the heart of man ~ay devise the way, yet the Lord
alone can direct his steps" !
Reader, had it been otherwise, think how hapless would have
been our condition-yea, beyond all human thought or conception.
In some small measure and in a very humble and imperfect degree
we see this, when the Spirit, as the Remembrancer, opens up the path
in review; and then it is that we discover His marvellous goolness and mercy.
Personally, we may state that for days-yea, we may say for
weeks past---'-the language of Hannah has been uppermost in our
thoughts-" He will keep the feet of His saints, and the wicked
shall be silent in darkness, for by strength shall no man prevail."
Ob, how true is this!
Ah! belovEd, depend upon it, as the Lord shines upon the
pathway, and as we shall be led to retrace it in the upper and
better world, we shall be amazed and astounded at His goodness,
His loving-kindness, and mercy; and that so specially as we discover how He was pleased to keep our feet, at the very time the
ltem·t was going after this or th'1tseemingly-desirable object, the
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which (if attained) would have proved injurious or destructive.
We see this, in some small measure, even now; but by-and-bye
His preventing compassion will, if possible, stand out more conspicuously and blessedly than even His providential goodness and
tender care.
We are bound to say that, even now, personally, in this our
poor, short-sighted; and imperfect state, we see this yet more and
more. Probably a recent visit to old and familiar spots has tended
to awaken and to deepen this conviction. Were we to enter upon
particulars, we could fill pages with the details of the Lord's preventing and preser'Cing mercies, as identified with certain localities
and circumstances, in the associations with which we have again and
again mentally exclaimed, "Who is so great a God as our God?
Thou art the God that doest wonders." Yea, wonders indeed,
in blessed harmony with His own great and glorious name, as
" The Wonderful!" Adored be His name, "He is wonderful
in counsel, and excellent in working." "His counsels of old are
faithfulness and truth."
As the Lord is our Witness, when we speak of His marvellous
goodness and mercy, it is not for the purpose of calling attention
to self, for increasingly do we feel that "to us belongeth shame
.and confusion of face." But, ere we depart hence, we want to
speak as one of His witnesses; we desire to bear our closing
testimony to His own divine goodness and mercy, faithfulness
and power. Moreover, in so doing, we wish to "stir up the pure
minds" of our readers, "by way of remembrance," that they,
too, in the midst of all the strange, distracting, and seeminglycontradictory circumstances with which they are daily more or less
familiar, may, in spite of all, "thank God and take courage."
Well are we aware that, looking at matters in a merely human
light, it seems in very deed as though "the foundations of the
earth were out of course." So bewildering and perplexing things
appear on the surface, as to lead to the inquiry, "Can the
government still be upon the shoulders of the Wonderful, the
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace?"
"Can -it be that the word still holds good, 'Of His government
there shall be no end'?"
Oh, yes, undoubtedly it does! Nought can interfere with,
much less supersede, that word, "Heaven and earth shall pass
away; but My Word shall not pass away." Every jot and tittle
of it must be fulfilled. The view which our little puny minds
take of matters in general-our asking, "How is this?" "Where
is that? " and" Why the other? "-only emanates from the creature
-from our poor fallen flesh-from the perverted judgment of sense
and reason. Multitudes, long ere we had a being, cherished the
same fears, and expressed themselves in similar circumstances with
the "Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will He be favourable
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no more? Is His mercy clean gone for ever? Doth His promise
fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Hath
He in anger shut up His tender mercies?" This was the
language of the Psalmist, even in his day; and it has been at
least the mental utterance of myriads upon myriads in every age
and generation since he was" gathered to his fathers." It is,
we repeat, the language of sense and reason-the carnal talk
-the hasty and unworthy conclusions of our poor fallen humanity.
It is not of faith, but of the flesh. It is the talk of the old
Adam, not the new! It belongs to the earthly, not the heavenly!
Whatever may be the surroundings-however dark appearances
-gloomy as may be the threatenings-" His purpose shall stand,
and He will do all His pleasure." The" covenant" is still
11 ordered in all things and sU1'e."
Yes (blessed be His name !)" His purposes shall ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."

[We are pencilling these thoughts on the twentieth anniversary
(July 4) of the death of "Happy John, the Dying Policeman;"
and we have just had a visit from the son, who was the only
person beside ourselves that witnessed the wondrous passing away
and sweetly falling asleep of that previouiily intense sufferer.
Like Samuel of old, that son then 11 knew not the Lord;" but
since, how sweetly and blessedly has he been taught of Him,
and with what adoring gratitude and amazement has he just
been testifying of the Lord's astounding goodness and mercy!]
Well, now, dear reader, the case just mentioned is only one of
those numberless instances in which the Lord illustrates and confirms His Word, wherein He proves His divine faithfulness, as
well as His all-sufficiency. Such make up the great "£lloud of
witnesses" of. which the Apostle spoke in his day, as patterns,
examples, and illustrations of the nature, the preciousness, and
the power of a God-given and a God-maintained faith-a faith
which bore the test of both flood and flame! Not a nominal,
superficial, matter-of-course, and merely effervescent pretension, or
presumptuous counterfeit, but a sober, inwrought, Spirit-begotten
and Spirit-sustained principle, which instrumentally bore up the
possessor amid the tests and trials to which it was subjected, and
by means of which the partakers were enabled C" not accepting
deliverance ") to yield their bodies to the most lingering, a~oniz
ing, and excruciating pains and penalties; until death, in the most
distressing and diversified way, put an end to their sufferings, and
admitted them into the immediate society of 11 the souls that were
slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they
held."
.
Ab! how such were recompensed, even· during the endurance
2 L 2
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of their sufferings and their sorrows, their pains and their privations, by the presence and the power of Him who walked and
talked with the three Hebrews, in the m.idst of the burning fiery
furnace! What they enjoyed in the fire, and what Daniel experienced
upon the memorable night he passed in the den of lions. were only
sweet specimens-precious settings forth-of what the Lord vouchsafes to all His servilnts, under their vastly-varied trials and exercises of faith, and wherein, by His grace and power, they are
enabled to "glorify Him in the fires.'Yes, beloved, it is" in the fires," not in antimjJatiol1-not in the
prospect merely-then it is for most part that ,; heart and flesh"
so "fail" as apparently to get the mastery and overcome poor
" Little-faith;" but it is not until absolutely cast into the burning
fiery furnace, or actually thrown overboard into the sea, or placed
face to face with the defying, blaspheming giant, or thrust
into the inner prison, that faith rouses itself, takes courage, and
exclaims, "Though He slay me. yet will I trust in Him."
"Will He plead against me with His great power? No, but He
will put strength in me." "Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord J ehovah is my strength
and song; He also is become my salvation."
It is true, beloved, we make such sad mistakes. We are expecting faith to wield the sword before the enemy appears, or the
fight begins. Such is not the province of faith, nor do such desires
receive the countenance of its divine Begetter and Maintainer.
Faith never wastes its strength, nor throws away its ammunition.
Both the one and the other are reserved for the actual conflict, the
time of wm:fare. Then, and not until then, faith, in the hand
find under the power and direction of its Author and Sustainer,
will show its prerogative and its power. Faith smiles at the storm,
revels in the tempest, runs towards the enemy, shouts on the battlefield, "The Lord saveth not with sword or spear, for the battle
is the Lord's, -and He will give you into our hands." . Faith sings
of victory, and triumphs in conquest, before a sword is drawn, or
a shot fired; and why? Because faith is well grounded in the
glorious fact, "The LatHe is not yours, but God's. Ye shall not
need to fight in this battle; set yourselves, stand ye still, and see
the salvation of the Lord."
But mark you,dear reader, all this is in the conflict, at the time,
when and -where the necessity exists! Oh, yes, blessed be His
name, it is
" Just in the last distressing hour,
Our God displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

Beloved, we feel increasingly how GJd-dishonouring it is tJ.1at
we should doubt and fear as we do, in regard to the little future,
and what that little future may witness, after all that the Lord
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has been and all He has done on our behalf. Oh, think, dear
believer, what a God and what a Guide and what a Guardian He
has been to and for you, even to this very present hour! Are you
not free to acknowledge that "by Him you have been borne up
from the womb"? How marvellously has He led! How bountifully
has He fed! What wonders have you personally witnessed, in
connection with His own special guidance, and the astonishing way
in which He has succoured, strengthened, supplied!
We wish we could remember the precise words in which a dear
old pilgrim lately expressed herself to her doctor, just upon the
eve of her departure. However, she testified to the effectual
manner in which she had been sustained by a covenant God up to
and beyond her fourscore years; and, when asked by the doctor
what he could do for her, her answer was, that she needed nothing,
for she was about to go to her eternal home! She a.dded her
express wish that he might partake of the same bounty and
- blessedness as that she had experienced.
In all probability, dear reader, that now glorified one had,
in common with you and ourselves, been the subject of manifold
fears and numberless misgivings, in the contempbtion of the
future! Probably she had said, as doubtless you and ourselves
too often have done, "What shall I eat, and what shall I drink,
and wherewithal shall I be clothed?" Or, if raised above these
tormenting thoughts and this unbecoming distrust, it is more than
-likely that she knew at least somewhat of the anxious inquiry,
"How will it be with me in the swellings of' Jordan?" But see
how, when the hour of her departure had really come-when the
time of the promise drew nigh-when the set time to favour Zion
had actually arrived-how she, in common with myriads upon
myriads of other redeemed and justified sinners, was enabled to
rejoice in all-sufficient, Satan-conquering, world-overcoming, Godhonouring, Christ-exalting, Spirit-sustaining grace and mercy. Oh,
then~ for a larger measure of that precious faith which
" the promise sees,
And trusts to Christ alone,
Lauglls at impossibilities,
And cries, 'It shall _be done!'"

Why need we doubt or fear? Can He, as the covenant God of
Israel, infinite in wisdom, omnipotent in power, and unchangeable
in love, have overlooked or been indifferent to a single inch in the
pathway of the wilderness? By no means. Be assured, whatever
our poor little tiny minds and trembling, distrustful hearts may
suggest to the contrary, the future is as wisely, as well, as effectually
arranged for and provided against as the past! The" covenant
ordered in all things and sure" embraces eternity past and eternity
to come, and likewise the every moment's illterim of the time-state
between the one and -the other. The every step and stage of the
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pilgrimage of the whole elect Church was foreseen and provided for
before all worlds. There was not a sigh nor a groan that escaped
the breast, nor a tear that fell from the eye, of anyone among that
number which no man 9an number, whilst passing through this
wilderness to their heavenly and eternal rest, the which was not
seen and felt by that great "High Priest which can be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities, for He was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin."
. Oh, then, for the sacred privile~e of being enabled to take hold
of HiI'! strength, to lean upon His omnipotent arm, to recline
upon His loving breast; yea, as the poet says, to
" Vent in His bosom all our woes,
And, leaning, move along."

Alas! alas!" Why should we despond and say.
'How shall I stand the trying day?'
He has engaged, by firm decree,
That' as our days our strength shall be.'"

"Lord, increase our faith." Give us to leave the little future
with Thee. Grant us grace that we may take heed to Thine own
precious Word, "Take no thought [no anxious care] for the
morrow, but let the morrow take thought for the things of itself;
sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof""Why should we complain of want or distress,
Temptation or pain? He told us no less.
The heirs of salvation, we learn from His 'W ord,
Through much tribulation must follow their Lord.
" Sinee all that we meet shall work for our good,
The bitter is sweet, the medicine is food;
Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then, oh, how pleasant the conqueror's song!"

St. Luke's, Bedminster, July 5th, 1884.

THE

EDITOR.

IN THE NIGHT WATCH.
COME, gracious Spirit, come and bless
Me in these hours of wakefulness;
Lead to the" archives; " let me see
The ,. records" of eternity.
Show me the wondrous scheme of love,
All planned within the courts above;
Tell of the work, ere time begun,
Which God eternal gave His Son;
The human" body" to endure.
And my salvation to secure.
Take me in spirit back, and then
Show me the covenant again
The Father gave, that I might spe
My name inscribed by Deity

Whitby.

'

In Deity-the heart of Him
Who .bared His breast, and bore the
smThe gracious. precious Substitute,
Nor earth, nor hell, might dare dispute.
Say I am one for whom He stoodOne in that covenant of blood;
Enable me to-night to trace
My interest in electing grace;
Say I am one the Father gaveOne whom Christ Jesus came to
.saveOne Thou hast called. Oh, let me be
One with the great eternal Three!
M. L. SYKES.
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WORDS FOR THE "TOSSED WITH TEMPEST, AND NOT
COMFORTED."
" 0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay
thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires."ISAIAH liv. 11.
.
THE" tossed with tempest, and not comforted "-and verily such form
a large part of the Lord's family, for how many are in this position!
They love to hear the Gospel, they know and value the truth, they are
drawn into love for the' brethren, they feel the blessedness of that
salvation which is all of grace-it just suits their need-and yet they
are "not comforted." The words of men and ministers fail to bring
comfort. Although they cannot dispute the truths they bring to ,bear
on their case, yet something is wanting. What is it ~ They lack an
appropriating faith; they lack a personal assurance of their own salvation. They want the Master Himself to say to them personally, "I
am thy salvation." Others by whom they are surrounded have no
doubt of their safety. The evidences that God has put them among
His people are 'clear enough to their friends. Such have no doubt
about their, Christianity; and yet from the inward precincts of their
own heart comes forth the sigh, "I am not sure that I am a child of
grace. Would that I could say, I My Beloved is mine, and I am His!'"
They want just that laying hold of Him that brings peace and joy into
the soul. They are "afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted."
Oh, that the Lord would make His poor worm the instrument of .
bringing comfort to such! No words of his own would do-it mus,t
be the Lord's own assurance-and this seems so sweetly and graciously
given in these words of His-" 0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest,
and not comforted, behold "-mark it well: "I," the Lord J ehovah; the
mighty and almighty One-" I will lay thy stones with fair colours,
and lay thy foundations with sapphires." What does the Lord mean
by this assurance ~ Let us seek the Spirit's light 'to understand it. I
am sure underneath and in it is the Lord's own comfort, which He
means His tempest-tossed ones should possess.
He begins it with that significant interjection "O!" "0 thou
afflicted! " What a volume there seems in that one letter " 0 ! " "0
Israel," He says elsewhere, "return unto Me!" It seems to convey,
on the, part of Israel, unworthiness, mistrust, peevishness, rebellion,
sinfulness'; but, on the part of God, 'mercy, love, forbearance, grace,
faithftihiess, and the like. "0 thou afflicted!" It seems to come
with tender rebuke, as if the Lord would say, "What have I left
undone for thee ~ Have not I done everything to secure thy eternal
safety ~ Why doubt Me ~ Why distrust My promises 1" and the poor
soul would respond, "Yea, Lord, Thou hast done all, but is it for me?
Oh, calm this rebellious, distrustful heart, and bid me say experimentally,
'My Lord and my God!' Bid me feel Thou hast not merely saved
others, but saved me. 'Say unto my soul, 'Behold, I am thy salvation.'''
But, to open out our subject, beloved, look at the character of the
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children of God herein desc1'ibecl by Jehovah Hil1tsel(. They are :an
"afflicted and tossed with tempest people, and not comforted." What
an apt and suitable illustration-" tempest-tossed "! The vessel has
sailed out of the harbour. Wind and weather are in her favour. AB
bids fair for a prosperous and successful voyage. But presently the
sea rises, crested waves appear, black clouds gather. The waters look
angry, and become lashed into fury. The wind seems to spend itself
on the trembling barque. The sails are torn into ribands. She is
thrown upon' her beam-ends, and, unless the God of providence
overrules, it seems as if craft and mariners must go to the bottom.
So often is it with life, especially with spiritual life. The vessel has
sailed out of harbour.
Oh, how fair and peaceful all appears!
Happiness and contentment reign, and there is every prospect of
smooth sailing and a prosperous voyage. But the Lord God of the
heavens orders it otherwise. He knows the danger of a treacherous
calm. Afflictions come upon us like angry waves. "Deep calls unto
deep ,. in our experience. The craft is thrown upon her beam-ends,
as a helpless log upon the. ocean of life. What then 1 "Then they
cried unto the Lord." Oh, it must be mercy that brings to the cry
-mercy that leads one to feel our entire helplessness and dependence
upon God! That cry reaches the heaven of heavem. Help comes in
the very nick of time, when we were ready to perish; and the lesson
is learned, "It is good for me that I have been afflicted." " Thenah! then-I learnt more of myself as a helpless nothing; and more
of my God as the God of my salvation." "0 thou afflicted, tossed
with tempest," even in' thy character as such, there is a need and a
nothingness that will find its comfort and all, only ill Christ, the
Captain of thy salvation!
But there are many things in divine life which will cause this apt
illustration to hold good in the Christian's experience. For instance,
sin, its nature and uprisings, will cause them to become an afflicted
'and tempest-tossed people. And yet I venture to affirm that it is when
they most feel their sinnership that Christ is more precious to them.
If we get away from the experimental import of' that simple, bnt
heartfelt cry, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" creature pride
will soon become engendered, and we shall think of ourselves more
highly than we ought to think. So then, when I see one tenderhearted on account of sin, repentant and contrite at the feet of Jesus,
I feel satisfied there is hope, for He came not to save the righteous,
bnt sinners; and I feel that is why He has saved me. But that such
felt sinnership shall be accompanied by deep tossillgs about and tempestuous trials I know full well. Sin is too deep and dark a thing
for it to be otherwise. It cost our dear Redeemer the shedding of
His own most precious blood. No wonder if it costs us many a pang.
We are not right when we can pass over our sins as a light matter,
and he knows little of his own vile heart that has not felt what it is
to be a sinner. My own conviction is, that it is a life-long lesson,
and the longer we live, the more we shall feel wha.t sinners we are.
In early days we may learn what sin is, but it is only when far advanced
that we learn what is "the exceeding sinfulness of sin." 'Ve have in
the new life entered the portals of the house, and been shown many
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wonderful and beautiful things, that have gladdened our hearts; but we
take many steps up before we come into the chambers of imagery,
wherein we see many things to sadden rather than gladden.
No, beloved, if we are right, a consciousness of sin will make us an
"afflicted and tossed with tempest" people; but in it all the Lord
will not leave us comfortless.
Then, again, the Lord's people become "afflicted and tossed with
tempest" through reverses; ,and, to my mind, there never was in thecourse of my experience (a now considerably lengthened one) more cases
of reverses in families-and Ohristian families, too-than at the present
time.-l' What with the agricultural depression, so well known to us
all, the cruel competition in trade, and other causes, again and again
do we receive tidings of families once in comparative affluence now
reduced to a mere pittance, and in some cases to complete penury.
Perhaps this' state of things is more particularly brought before the
writer and kindred spirits from the circumstance of their being led
more especially to write for the comfort of God's poor and afflicted
ones, such writings receiving very many responses, which cheer one in
the work, but which, in nine testimonies out of ten, are accompanied
with details of woe and sorrow which cause us great grief of spirit,
especially as we feel our utter helplessness to help. I am sure we
keep letters by us of painful details of a full cup of woe, which
we can only spread before the Lord, with the cry, "Do help, Lord,
that poor dear one in their distress! Do make a way of escape! Do
supply them with the bread that perisheth, and prove Thyself true to
Thy promises!" 'Such reverses, indeed, keep the Lord's own, who
have to experience them, an "afflicted and tossed with tempest" people.
It is impossible to be brought thus low without much that embitters
life, and, in some cases, being brought well-nigh to despair. Still, deaI'
tried ones, bad as it is, we must yet feel that God sends us just those
emptyings as shall bring us to dependence on Him. He may strip, but
He will save. His emptyings shall not be without His own fillings.
And then another thing that makes the Lord's own an afflicted and
tempest-tossed people is, suffering bodies. Oh, it is wonderful what
this poor body is subject to; and the unloosing of the pins of the
earthly tabernacle will be accompanied by wrenches very hard for
flesh and blood to bear. '''~may well sympathize with, and be tender
to, those who have experimentally to say, "My bones are pierced in me
in the night-season, and my sinews take no rest."
We know such.
May the Lord give them His own solace in their snfferings.
Again, berea'vements, how painful to bear!' There are few homes,
but one dead lamb is there. Some have to feel the pangs of that
portion which says, "Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a
widow j " or, like the sorrowing Naomi, "her husband died, and she
was left with her two sons;" others, to experience the bitterness of
the Lord's saying," Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the
desire of thine eyes with a stroke," and cannot carry out the command
to the prophet, ,; Yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall
.. We are bound to testify to the truth of this remark, as coming likewise
within our own personal knowledge,-ED.,
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thy tears run down." They do mourn, and their tears do run down,
and anguish of spirit is theirs. Others have to say, with good old
Jacob, "Me have ye bereaved of my children: will ye bring down my
gray hairs with .sorrow to the grave 1" These are painful partings.
Only the God of all consolation can comfort at such time~.
Again, mysterious providences cause us to be tempest-tossed-" Thou
hast showed me hard things, and made me. to drink of the wine of
~stonishment." As we have recently seen, puzzling providences, the why
and the wherefore not understood until we are brought to the "afterward "-" afterward they yield the peaceful fruits of righteousness to
those that are exercised thereby."
On the other hand, in such ups and downs, we shall often find that
the sweetest experience is followed by the greatest depression. If we get
on to a hill in Zion, and are led to sound loud the triumph of the
truth, we soon have to come down into a dark valley, and are found
sighing, "Surely His mercy is clean gone for ever." Our boldness
and bravery are soon followed by emptiness, if not cowardice. The
Lord, by such experience, shows us our entire dependence upon Hiin.
"I can do all things through Christ." "I can do nothing when He
withholds Himself." "Lest I should be exalted above measure, through
the abundance of the revelations, there was given me a thorn in the
flesh, the messenger of Satan, to buffet me." We rejoice in the
presence of the Messenger of the covenant, but repine when such liftingup is followed by the buffetings of the messenger of Satan.
Such buffetings, too, will sometimes bring the child of God to the
experience of fearful temptations, which keep the Lord's own a tempesttossed people, who become, under them, led to feel that all they have
experienced of- divine things must be a delusion. They are still in
Satan's grasp, led captive at his will. But it is not so. The Lord
will "keep the feet of His saints "" Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."

Satan may harass, but he is a chained adversary. "Hitherto shalt
thou go, and no further," is the only power he gains, which is of
the Lord's permitting, for a wise end.
And then, as well as fearful temptations during the pilgrimage, very
often with the family of God thfJ view and prospect of having to
face grim death plunges His children· into distress, and keeps them in
cruel bondage year after year.
Beloved, when this is the case, are we not unmindful of two
precious words which are written in golden letters over the very portals
of death 1 They are, "Jesus lives /" Yes, the Elder Brother lives.
What have His brethren and sisters to fear 1 We look with dread
too much upon those other two words, "man dies /" True, it is a
solemn reality; but the Christian may well look up from earth to
heaven, and add, with joyous hope, "but Jesus lives!" and, "Because
I live," is His own assurance, "ye shall live also." Be it ours, beloved,
not so much to look at death -as life-even life immortal; and oh, may
the scales fall from our spiritual sight, and faith see clearly those two
words, "Jesus lives I" and then methinks we shall not fear to die.

",
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But, beloved, observe that, with all these circumstances which mako
you a "tossed with tempest " people, it is only treading in the footsteps of the worthies who have gone before. Take the case of any of
them. J OSEPH, for instance, torn early from the embrace of a loving
father, forsaken and sold by his brethren, put into a pit where no
water was, becoming exalted in Pharaoh's court, only to fall lower still,
and to writhe in prison under a cruel charge which he never committed, and concerning which the Psalmist said, "Whose feet they hurt
with fetters; he was laid in iron." What must have been that dear
man of God's feelings under all this painful ordeal ~ Then, again,
ABRAHAM, who "went out, not knowing whither he went."
And
MosEs, who "refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season." ·Who can picture what that
choice cost him ~ NEHEMIAH, again, with his sad countenance before
the king, taking as hA did to heart the distress of God's chosen people;
and JOB, stripped of all earthly possessions and provisions, bereaved of
his sons and daughters, and mocked by his own wife. Or, again,
DAVID, as he cried, with bitter grief of soul, "0 my son Absalom!
my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, 0
Absalom, my son, my son!" PAUL, again, with his multiplied afflictions, who exclaimed, "Bonds and afflictions abide me;" and of the
Apostles, who were defamed and treated as the offscouring of the earth.
" Who were these 1 On earth they dwelt,
Sinners once of Adam's race;
Guilt and fear and suffering felt,
But were saved by sovereign grace."
But, if we speak of the worthies who have gone before, what about
the Mastm' Himself-" a Man of Sorrows, acquainted with grief "-" led as
a sheep to the slaughter," the patient, loving, and lovely Lamb-bearing all and suffering all for His people's exaltation and glory ~ He
"bore our sins in His own body on the tree," the powers of darkness,
in the shape of human fury, mocking the sufferings of the Prince of
Peace, and yet not a murmur! Oh, Thou precious, meek One, how
the display of such love must endear Thee to Thy blood-bought ones!
May my soul be poured out in love to Thee, for Thou hast redeemed
us to God by Thy precious shed blood-God's appointed Sacrifice for
sin, and Thou the willing Victim" Who lives, and hence I shall for ever live,
To sing for ever :rhine atoning blood."
Well, now, the things that have been enumerated show us· the force
of this description of God's people. They are, and ever will be, an
"afflicted and tossed with tempest" people, "but not comforted,"
which, alas! is too often the case. Let us, then, draw attention to
God's own sources of comfort to such-" Behold, I will lay thy stones
with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires." What
does He mean ~ May the Lord the Spirit help us in the consideration.
In the Revelation of Jesus Christ to His servant John, we have a
full description of that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out
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of heaven from GOll-the precious 'stones which form the foundation
thereof, and which garnish the '\lalls. From this painters have portrayed
the holy city with imaginative skill, and poets have jet their thoughts
run rampant in sentimental ideas concerning it, all, all beside the
mark, the whole being but figurative language, to describe the beauty
an,l stability of the Church of God. And, if I mistake not, one and
all of these precious stones, in their character and colour, set forth
the ·preciousness and perfection of the Lamb who is the light thereof.
Now, as the Lord Jehovah has described for our comfort the
perfection of the Church triumphant, equally so I believe has He given
us, in the 'words before us, the stability and perfection of the Church
militant. By-and-bye, the latter, "the moon," shall be absorbed in
"the Sun," and the glory of God the Lamb will be the entire light
of the whole.
But let us look at the "fair colours" and foundation sapphires which
form the Church militant j nor need we travel out of the precincts
of the chapter from which our passage is taken for a few verses,
before we have these precious words-" For thy Maker is thine
Husband; the Lord of hosts is His name; and thy Redeemer the
Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall He be called."
"In a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment; but with
everlasting kindness will I i1ave mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy
Redeemer." "For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed;
but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant
of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. 0
thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will
lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires."
He has indeed.
Let us look, beloved, at some of the "fair colours" and foundation
sapphires He has thus laid, which ensure our salvation, comfort, and
consolation.
There is the" fair colour" of the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity
- " The Lord of hosts is His name; thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel "-and that, too, not as an abstract doctrine, but each Person
working the complete salvation of the chosen in Christ. It is in connection with that work I love to trace the Trinity, which brings out
our salvation to be 8. Kingly and mighty work-not dependent upon
my feeble hold of God, but upon J ehovah's omnipotent grasp of me.
And running through the sacred pages of Holy Writ is this wondrous
Triune golden-welded chain-the covenant engagement and work of the
Triune Jehovah, making known the love of Goel the Father. the
voluntary Suretyship of God the Son, and the efficacious grace of God
the Spirit. Well may our God declare, '" Behold, I will lay thy stones
with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires"! These are
"fair colours" indeed, and foundation truths, which secure onr complete salvation, and ensure for us eternal glory.
Reader, what say you to such a standing 1 Did God begin with
you, or you with God 1 If the latter, and your beginning was with
self, I am sure it will never stand; but, if the beginning was with
God, it is a work that "ill and must stand, though Satan, hell, and
earth oppose. Are. you not satisfied, beloved, that no power but
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Omnipotence could effect what 11as been effected in your soul 1 Once
dead to the things of God; now alive and craving for spiritual realization.
Who gave the life 1 None but a Creator can give life; and, if He
gave natural life, how mnch more spiritual life! " Not by might, nor
by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord." Such a God."rrought
work is His own. The Father shed His lovo abroad in our hearts by
the power of the Holy Ghost; the Son manifests Himself to us as
He does not unto tIle world; and the Holy Ghost Himself bears
witness with our spirits that we are the children of God. Here is a
religion of divine origin and divine order, and which must land its
recipients on the shores of eternal glory.
Such a work as this reminds us, too, of another "fair colour" and
foundation truth which J ehovah has laid, even His own divine
sovereignty. As our chapter . declare~, "The God of the whole earth
shall He be called;" therefore He appoints all and knows all, from tbe
greatest matter to the smallest. In creation, in providence, and in
grace, divine sovereignty is exercised and maintained. Some live and
fear as if His divine sovereignty stopped short in creation, and never
extended to providence ann grace. But oh, it is not so, dear "affiicted
and tossed with tempest" one! He knows all about you. His 'own
hand hafl fixed the bound, of thine habitation, and appointed and
permitted, in love, that affiiction so trying to yon. "The God of the
whole earth shall He be called;" and that spot of earth whereon thou
standest is a.marked spot in His eye, and you an object of His
unchanging and unchangeable love. "Say not, 0 J acob, My way is
hid from the Lord." It is not hid, nor is anything you are passing
through, for He is the Judge of the whole earth, who "ordereth all
things according to the counsel of His own will," and in all must do
right. And, if He orders all things, so does He order every special
thing that concerns the welfare of His own.
J~ook, then, at this foundation sapphire, the sovereign will of the
eternal Father. It may well afford a sweet shelter to the tempest.
tossed soul, and the discipline must be well that brings us to that
faith's bowing to that will, causing us to say, "Yes, Lord, come what
will, and do with me as Thou wilt, 'Thy will be done.''' Depend
upon it, that divine will towards His people is governed by divine
love, which causes all His providences and all the wonders of His
grace to harmonize for His people's eternal good and His own glory.
But further, there is the" fair colour" which our God has laid in
the covenant of His peace-" For the mountains shall depart, and the
hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither
shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord, that hath
mercy on thee." A covenant makes all at once secure-notlling contingent-and, when the stipulations thereof are with God, and not man,
failure is impossible. A covenant made uetween God and man can
neither be a covenant of grace nor a covenant of peace, because, as
constant frailty and failure mark every work of man, it must soon be
broken. But the covenant of grace is a granJ stil,ula.tion between the
Persons of the adorable Trinity, in which the great work of the
redemption was planned and provided for by infinite wisdom and per·
fe«t love. Mark this, grasp this, amI we shall see that the mountains
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may depart, and the hills be removed, but this covenant of peace can
never be removed towards those on whom the Lord hath mercy.
And then there is the "fair colour" of blessed union which our God
assures He has laid-" For thy Maker is thine Husband." What a truly
wonderful thing it is, the Lord graciously sets forth His infinite love
by illustrations which our finite comprehensions can grasp, when the
Holy Spirit is the Teacher! Here the sacred compact of marriage sets
forth the irrevocable character of His love. If in our domestic relations
this solemn contract is entered into rightly, love will be the active
movement; and, if this is not the case, misery is sure to follow. But
only think of the Lord Jehovah Himself declaring, "Thy Maker is
thine Husband"! This is a sacred union indeed-the source of the
highest and best enjoyment. Our wishes, wants, hopes, and fears all
find a response with Him who is onr best Beloved.
So also does this hallowed affinity tell of a sweet companionship
with Jesus. This is the joy of a Christian's life. How often, when
depressed or weighed down by the cares of life, does a faith's felt
realization of Jesus near lift us up, and give an inward peace that
nothing else can give like it! In our lonely times, if Jesus only
becomes present with us as He doth not unto the world, we forget our
pressure, and our sighs give place to songs.
In earthly marriages, too often is it the case that the husband fails
in his ability to supply the wants of his bride. Never is this the case
with the best Beloved. He is the J ehovah-Jireh, who never fails to
provide, and from His fulness can satisfy every want.
Weigh these words, beloved. They are full of divine import-" Thy
Maker is thine Husband; the Lord of hosts is His name."
And then, this hallowed and sacred compact we have referred to
brings us to another "fair colour" which the Lord says He has laid
for His afflicted and tempest-tossed ones, namely, His " everlasting
kindness "-" In a little wrath I bid My face from thee fm' a mmnent;
uut with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord
thy Redeemer." In this cruel and unkind world, we meet with but
little kindness. The spirit of the world is selfish; and, when we do
meet with it, something often intervenes to mar it. But only think of
our covenant God's kindness-not merely lasting, but everlastingsubject to no changll! And what ample proof He has given of it"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends."
And all this ensures the "fair colour" and foundation assurance of
the final_ perseverance of the saints. The covenant, the promise, and the
honour of God all stand pledged to perfect the work which grace
began, so we need ,be under no apprehension of failure. "The righteous
shall hold on his way." Oh, may this sweet assurance give us courage"Being confident of this very thing, that He~who hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." We must
leave those who are struggling with creature perseverance to gain heaven.
Be it ours to see our- security in the work of grace which He who hath
begun will finish in our experience; and what that finish is our precious
Jesus Himself asserts-" Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast
given Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory."

.
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That is glory-the eternal presence of Jesus. I want no heaven but
this.
Beloved, after all such blessed assurances as we have referred tO I
must you not DROP THE "NOT "-" tempest-tossed, and not comforted," and say, "tempest-tossed, but now comforted" 1
Let us concentrate our gatherings, and see whether the Lord has not
laid down for us abundant sources of comfort. True, His children will
be a tempest-tossed people. Things we have dwelt upon will make
them so, such as sin, its nature and uprisings; reverses in life, bodily
sufferings, painful bereavements, mysterious and puzzling providences;
the sweetest experiences followed by the greatest depression; fearful
temptations, and the prospect of death. But all this is but treading
in the way the worthies have trod before us, and in the steps of the
Master Himself. But see, on the other hand, the "fair colours" and
foundation truths He has laid down for our salvation, secl+rity, and
comfort; such, for instance, as the Trinity in Unity and Unity in
Trinity, not as an abstract doctrine, but all working for our eternal
salvation. Again, the divine sovereignty of God exercised on our
behalf; the covenant of grace ell3uring all for our eternal good;
hallowed union with Christ, displayed in His everlasting kindness-all
these foundation sapphires ensuring the final perseverance of the saints.
Is it not enough, dear reader 1 Has not the Lord left upon record
sufficient for His tempest-tossed ones to take heart and comfort 1
But even suppose that these assurances on the part of a gracious
God, and others that might be given, are not grasped by the tempesttossed, and they remain still "not comforted." The" not comjrYl'ted" are
not condemned. I believe a child of God may go down to the grave
"saved," yet may not, even to the last, enjoy a full assurance of that
salvation.
This very morning, I have been told of a circumstance which gives
proof of this. A clergyman, twelve months after his ordination, visited
his godly father, the vicar of a country parish. Having just met with
an accident, which prevented him from visiting his parishioners, as was
his custom, he asked his son to go to two persons who were in dying
circumstances. Over the mountains our friend sped, and the first cottage
he came to was the home of a young man who was in a rapid consumption. He had been a notorious character, and led a very ungodly life,
but his expressions were all of joy and peace. Our friend then went on
to the cottage home of an afflicted but well-known Christian woman.
All. around her knew, from her character, course, and converse, that she
was a saved woman. But how was it with herself, now she was fast
sinking 1 ,Vhy, she seemed conscience-stricken on account of sin-was
tempest-tossed, but "not comforted." The two cases widely differed in
outward experience; but, while we would not say that the young man,
after a notorious life, had not found peace, for we cannot limit the
power of the Holy Spirit, at the same time we feel that the experience
of the one that had lived the life of the Christian, and yet, was
doubting and fearing at the end, to my mind, was more to be depended
upon than the other.
In conclusion, dear reader, I want to' draw your attention to just one
word uttered by the Lord Jehovah Himself. It is the word" thy."
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Are you an "afllicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted" one 7
Methinks I hear you say, "Indeed I am, the Lord knows." Then you
are just the character concerning whom He says, "Behold, I will lay thy
stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires." He
has done all that we have' described for. you, even for you. Oh, that
you may gain the abounding consolation of His own assurance, and no
longer dishonour Him by doubting that assurance!
Burton-on-Trent.
G. C.
MUTILATION.
WE have often regretted the unwarrantable liberty taken with
authors by those who have quoted their hymns more particularly.
Hence we quite agree with the remarks of a popular contributor to
the City Press, who writes as follows :"In an encyclop~dia of pure quotations recently published, Cowper's
well-known 'cups that cheer, but not inebriate,' is altered to 'tea
cheers, but does not inebriate,' and the words in that form are
attributed to the poet of O1ney all the S'Lme. I don't call that quoting,
but mangling; and such liberties I protest against, as I have often
done with regard to the alterations which are to be found in many
of our most beautiful hymns-just as if the meddlers knew what was
in the minds of the writers of the hymns better than the writers
themselves. "

.
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SONGS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.
GOD'S FURNACE.

" I have chosen thee in the f~t1"nace of affliction." -ISAIAH xlviii. 10.
GOD hath His furnace everywhere,
Has some disease now seized thy frame,
And into it doth cast
And pierced thee like a dart 1
His children each He means to Hear now thy Lord, for through His
teach,
Word
And bring to heaven at last.
He saith, "Give Me thy heart! "
God will not ha<'e us steal His love,
Nor yet escape His ire;
But all who win shall smart for
sin,
And know God has a fire.

True gold is melted in the fire,
To purge it of its dross;
The faith which glows, the anvil
knows,
And glories in the cross.

Oh, sleepy soul, look up! awake!
Behold God's furnace flame!
All those above, now filled with love,
Through tribulation came.

'Mid smoke and flame and loss of name,
And many a blow and tear,
The upright soul must reach the goal,
And love which casts out fear.

Brighton.

Oh, soul, awake! behold God's fire;
Shrink not from God-sent pain;
Trust Him who died, the Crucified!
Thus turn thy loss to gain.
W.
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THE Lord's people are the only tried people, although they are not
the only afflicted ones.-Wakeling.
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DEW-DROPS.
,. Turn us again, 0 Lord God of hosts; cause Thy face to shine, and we shrill
be saved."-PSALM lxxx. 19.
THIS is verily a Psalm of prayer, as it is also a Psalm of praise. It is
one of requests, and then rejoicings on account of those requests heard
and answered. It is one of firm confidence that "infinite wisdom
cannot err," while distress and affliction are on every side. It is pleadings and beseechings, on the one hand, for fresh mercies; and, on the
other, ascribing the glory due unto J ehovah for all the mercies past
received.
The reason of our coming again and again to the mercy-seat is
given us in Daniel ix. 18-" 0 my God, incline Thine ear, and hear;
open Thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is
called by Thy name: for we do not present 001' supplications before Thee
for our 1'ighteousnesses, but for Thy great mercies." We ask, but I believe
we often forget the infinite ability of the Great Performer of all our
God-given requests. We bring Him the greater burdens, because we
know they are too heavy to bear, but we ofttimes forget to bring Him
the little troubles-yea, the trivial vexations-wherein He is equally
glorified as in those we are compelled to roll upon the Lord.
But let us now look at the text-" Turn us again, 0 Lord God of
hosts; cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved." "Turn us"
indicates that we are turned with our faces away from Him. " Again"
tells of a repetition of the offence, and shortcomings, and wanderings.
"0 Lord God of hosts." We would just notice here, beloved, that in
the three times this request is made, the name of the Lord is
strengthened each time. In verse 3, you will find it, "Turn us again,
o God;" and in verse 7, "Turn us again, 0 God of hosts;" while in
verse 19 it is, "0 Lord God of hosts."
Thus prayer draws us nearer to Him, and renews our strength, and
increases our faith in Him, because every word of our pleadings that
is acceptable to the Father is spoken to Him through Jesus, our
glorious Advocate. There, at the mercy-seat, we learn the strength of.
prayer; and thither would my soul be oftener found, because Jesus is
always there to meet and talk with His own.
" Cause Thy face to shine" as a token of fresh favour, and a renewal of
love. "And we shall be saved," as He alone is able to save us-on our side,
passiveness; on His, the ability and good pleasure of His will to save
us again and again from doubts, fears, and temptations, which must
assuredly overtake us on our way to the kingdom. His is a constant
salvation, eternally secured, blessed be God; but to our poor wandering
hearts His words need to be repeated again and again, "I am thy
salvation," because of all our fears, doubts, and forebodings.
Now, in the experience of each dear child of God, as in the language of
our text, the sun is often behind a cloud, or, in other words, our Beloved's
face is hidden by an intervening cloud. It is not that His face is
turned from us, but that a cloud has come between. His face is ever
towards us. Oh, to remember that truth, beloved! The cloud may
2M
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come in the form of wanderings from the "strait" road; in doubts,
afflictions, or trials. There are clouds of sorrow and adversity, but
the great I AM stands forth in it all, unchangeably the same. "I am
the Lord; I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."
Oh, beloved, let us remember, "A highway shall be there, and a
way," and that J ehovah's word, when putting us in that way, is, "This
is the way; walk ye in it." Do you think He makes such a mistake
as to put us in backwards 1 Do you suppose He means us to turn
aside into the first by-path meadow we come to after such a command 1 Oh, no!· But we are very prone to do so, therefore He
has provided a chart in His Word, and a Guide in Himself; and these
travellers shall "inquire the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward"
-kept, preserved, secured! It is a blessed position to realize-that of
leaning on Jesus, inquiring of Him eaGh fresh step in the journey, and
trusting to Him to bring us safely home 'at last. But we 'often have to
breathe out the prayer of our text, "Turn us again, 0 Lord God of
hosts;" for the constant insight into our sinful, wandering hearts is
sufficient to show us that our natural tendency is to turn from Him
instead of to Him. Ofttimes, when favoured with a glimpse of His
love, we cry out, "Oh, for less of this absorbing world and its sordid
pleasures, and more of Christ!" Can it be possible, we sometimes
mourn, that we are looking to dwell in His presence, "where there. is
fulness of joy, and at His right hand, pleasures for evermore," and yet
be so taken off in conversation,' pursuits, and services, with worldly
things 1 Oh, well may we feel our need to cry, "Turn us again, 0
Lord"! What a rapturous thought that up yonder we shall be fully
engrossed in gazing on our adorable Jesus, and that there, there
will be no turning aside! They shall see His face will be sufficient.
Glory wouldn',t suffice us; but with the King of glory we shall rest
eternally satisfied. ,
Well, then, beloved, if this is to be' realized and enjoyed to all
eternity above, may its sweet prospects cheer us, to dwell on it more
and more be our portion, and the prayer be constantly raised to Him
who is engaged to bring us there, "Turn us again, 0 Lord God of
hosts; cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved."
R.
"NEVER MIND, FATHER; THE LORD WILL PROVIDE."
IN visiting from house to house, we meet from time to time many
of the deserving poor. Our blessed Lord and Master said, "The poor
you have always with you, and when you can, you may do them good." We often find it very trying to visit such deserving cases as the
following, and not be able to help:"Interesting but sad visit to·day at the cottage of Mr.H--. This
poor family in deep distress. The poor mother told me she had to
send her children to school without any food. The poor little boy"
seven years of age, said to his father, 'Never mind, father; the Lord
will provide.' This saying was very interesting on the part of a dear
child going to school without food. And so the Lord did provide;
for, before the dear child returned from school, the good Lord sent the
family some food.-Beppl't of TT'(Lited B1"istol Mission.
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THE TEARLESS EYE.
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."REVELATION xxi. 4.
To the mourning family of J ehovah, this is an unspeakably precious •
truth. "They shall come with weeping" (Jer. xxxi. 9) is His irrevocable
decree concerning them. as they journey through this dark and lowly
vale; but from the heavenly country is wafted down the glorious truth,
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." The words
apply to all the chosen, blood-bought, and blood-washed throng-that
innumerable company of Adam's race who have passed safely through
the great tribulation, and who "have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb."
In order to see the beauty of this exceeding great and precious
promise of future happiness and glory, we must dwell for a little season
on the present condition of the persons mentioned therein. As we have
hinted above,' they are a tribulated, tried, and sorrowing company-a
band of mourners in the wilderness. Many there are in these religious
days who taunt and distress the Lord's dear people by saying, "You
ought to live up to your privileges. You ought always to rejoice, and
never to be traversing the 'vale of tears.''' Ought we 1 Surely these
troublers'" of God's Israel cannot be acquainted with the histories and
experiences of the Lord's people, as recorded in His precious Book,
neither do they understand that strange paradox stated by the Apostle,
in his second Epistle to the Corinthian Church," As sOl'rowful, yet
always rejoicing" (chap. vi. 10). If we come to the Scriptures of
truth-if we study those histories so faithfully given therein-we must
come to the conclusion that much-very much-of the time of the
Lord's living family is and must be spent in weeping.
. Yes, "they shall come with weeping" is the divine testimony; and,
as the "coming" lasts from the first moment they are quickened into
divine life until their entraIlce into glory, so does the" weeping" extend
over all that time ·too. "JeS1Ls wept,." and, in union with Him who
was pre-eminently "a Man ot Sorrows," we must often weep too.
Once only it is record!3d of Him during all His life that He rejoiced.
"In the days of His flesh He offered up prayers and supplications,
with strong crying and tears" (Heb. v. 7); and shall we, who deserve
to spend an eternity of -weeping, wailing, and woe, complain because
tears are appointed unto us 1 Oh, no! With the poet we would
humbl,r sigb" My .Jesus, as Thou wilt!
. Though seen through grief and fear,
Let not my star of hope
Grow dim or disappear.
" Since Thou on earth hast wept
.And sorrowed oft alone,
If I must weep with Thee,
My Lord, 'Thy will be dOlle ! ' "

Turn where we will in God's blessed Book, we see traces of tears;
.. They may well be called" troublers," for such they are.-En.
~
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and these, for the most part, are bitter tears of sorrow. Strong men,
aged servants of the Lord, and feeble women, alike are found weeping
at the footstool of sovereign mercy. Many and varied are the outward
causes of sorrow, but every bitter cup is sweetened when the soul is
brought to acknowledge, "Himself hath done it." "Thou feedest,
them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in
great measure" (Psa. lxxx. 5).
Various are the means used by the "Father of spirits " to effect
His purposes in this divine chastening, training, and discipline of His
family. Diverse are the circumstances in the hand of "the First
Great Cause of all events" which produce the tearful eye, the sorrowing
heart, and the downcast spirit. Sometimes He makes use of things
external, and ofttimes of things internal, when no eye but His own
sees either cause or, effect. The Lord's dear people are not the
cold, unfeeling, and stoical beings so often represented by their enemies.
No; as they contemplate the state of the world, their hearts are
saddened and their eyes are dimmed. On every hand they are met
'Yith ungodliness, vice, and sin of eve;ry description; and, with the
prophet Jeremiah, exclaim, "For these things I weep."
Dear reader, do we not see a true description of our own country
at this moment in his declaration, "They' bend their tongues like
their bow for lies" 1 This has reference to the profane. "But they
are not valiant for the truth upon the earth." This speaks of the
professing world; while the following applies to both professor and
profane-" For they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not
Me, saith the Lord." Well may the Lord's word to such a nation
cause the godly to mourn-" Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Behold, I will melt them and try them; for how shall I do for the
daughter of My people 1 . . . . Shall I not visit them for these'
things 1 saith the Lord: shall not My soul be avenged on such a
nation as this 1" (Jer. ix. 1-9.) Men of the world are seeking to
banish Jehovah from His own creation, and cry with boldne~s and
audacity, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him 1" " We will
not have this Man to reign over us!" and the living in Jerusalem
look on with tears, knowing that the tmd of th,elle things is certain
destruction, and cry, "Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water
for the destruction of the daughter of my people. Mine eye trickleth
down and ceaseth not, without any intermission, till tile Lord look
down, and behold from heaven. Mine eye affecteth mine heart, because
of all the daughters of my city." Blessed be God, the things which
are shaken must be removed, that those things which cannot be shaken
may remain. The Lord's pilgrims and strangers upon earth may
mourn over the state of things in the world, and Scripturally too,
but they shall glory in this-that there is reserved for all Jehovah's
kept ones "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away." Not a tear-drop cnn dim the eye, not a thought
of SOrrow can enter the mind, but by His appointment who "feeds"
with the bread of tears, and" giveth " tears to drink in great measure.
Not only do the Lord's people weep over their country, but over many
things in their families. How many there are whose houses and
households are not "with God" as they could wish! How many,

.
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like the Syrophumician woman, are driven to the mercy-seat to plead
for a daughter grievously vexed with a devil! How many are
crushed down in spirit before the throne, crying, "Master, I beseech
Thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child. And, 10, a
spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out. Ofttimes it hath cast
him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him j but if Thou
canst do anything, have compassion on us and help us" (Mark ix.
22, 23, and Luke ix. 38, 39). Yes, one weeps before the Lord over
a sick and feeble child, while another groans, agonizes, and prays over
a wayward, perverse, and rebellious one. Who has not found a vibration
in the heart when reading of J acob's sorrow over his lost son J oseph,
whom he sent out to bring back tidings of his brethren 1 My rea,deril
know too well the sad tale of their jealousy, deception, and cruelty;
and the climax of wickedness was reached when the blood-stained
coat of their brother was carried to their parent. Dear old man!
Hard indeed must those hearts be which could look upon thy sorrow
unmoved! "And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil
beast hath devoured him; J oseph is without doubt rent in pieces.
And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and
mourned for his son many days. And all his sons and his daughters rose
up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted; and he said,
For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus
his father wept for him" (Gen. xxxvii. 33-35).
Oome to that truly affecting account of the rebellion and death of
David's wayward and erring son Absalom. Dear reader, hast thou
not in spirit wept with the" bereaved king of Israel 1 Often and often
had he been the cause of sorrow to his father. Having slain his
brother Amnon, he fled, and went to the king, of Geshur. But, in
spIte of all this, he was David's own child still-" And David mourned
for his son every day. So Absalom fled, and went to Geshur, and was
there three years. And the soul of David longed to go forth unto
Absalom." The wayward son was brought to Jerusalem, where he
dwelt two full years, and saw not the king's face; and when, after
he had seen him, and received the kiss of reconciliation, then to raise
a rebellion and chase his father" from the throne-this must well-nigh
have broken the paternal heart. From Mahanaim goes forth the
sorrowful charge to his assembled force, "Deal gently for my sake
with the young man Absalom;" and then he "sat between the two
gates" to await the issue, and to watch for tidings of his rebellious son.
Oh, ye parents, do ye not know the intensity of feeling couched
beneath that one anxious question, "Is the young man Absalom safe 1"
His kingdom,throne, glory, and majesty were nothing compared to
the safety of his child; and, when the sad tidings were brought that
he was dead, "the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber
over the gate, and wept; and as he went, thus he said, 0 my son
Absalom! my son, my son Absalom ! would God I had died for thee,
o Absalom, my son, my son!"
"
But oh, beloved reader, if' things temporal oft cause the pilgrims of
Zic.'U to mourn, how much more things spiritual! Turn with us to
that precious Book, the Book of Job, and listen to his plaintive cry"My face is foul with weeping, and upon my eyelids is th~ shadow of
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death.
My friends scorn me, but mine eye poureth out tears unto
God" (chap. xvi. 16,20). Can this be a man" perfect 3:nd upright" ~
Can this be he of whom the Lord says to Satan, "Thou movest Me
against him, to destroy him uithout cause".f! Is this the man who
knew that his Redeemer lived ~ (chap. xix. 25,) who knew that he
should be justified (chap. xiii. 18), and that his own covenant God
could do everything ~ Verity it is he! Bereaved of his family, deprived
of his possessions, afHicted in his body, he mourned in bitterness of
spirit, and longed for death.
But see how he discloses the 1'eal seC1'et of his grief-" When I looked
for good, then evil. came unto me; and when I waited for light, there
came darkness, . .. I went mourning without the Sun. I am a
brother to dragons and a companion to owls. . . . . My harp also is
turned to mourning, and my .organ into the voice of them that weep."
In loneliness and sorrow he wandered on his wilderness way, and wept
because the Comforter who should relieve his soul was far from him.
Oh, ye children of the living God, is not this the cause of deepest
.orrow to your souls ~ Do ye not sometimes sigh, "He commandeth
the sun, and it riseth not, apd ~ealeth up the stars" ~ Not a ray of
light. fromI:limself" the Sun of. Righteousness, or the seven stars, the
angels, messengers, or mini~tersof the Churches, s~eds its lustre across
yOUJ," path, and ye sigh, '" L o,' He. goeth by me, and I see Him not;
He passeth on also, but I perceive Him not' (Job ix. 11). Others are
blessed, cheered, comforted, and nourished, but 'I am like a pelican of
the wilderness; I am like an owl of the desert. I watch, and am as
a. sparrow alone upon the house,top. . . . . I have eaten ashes like
bread; and mingled my drink with weeping, because of Thine indignation
and Thy. wrath: for Thou hast lifted me up and cast me down.'''
Blessed be God, to all, who mourn "without the Sun,".to all who weep
in loneliness ,and desolation, He so sweetly. says, cc, I· know all the
fowls of the mountains' (Psa. 1.. 11). I know My lonely sparrows,
wilderness pelicans, desert owls, mourning doves, restless swallows, anq
chattering cranes.· I know their sorrows; I count their tears. I watch
over them in every spot of darkness, dreariness, and <;leath." Yea, to
Itll these He graciously \>ays, "I have heard, thy prayer; I have seen
thy te.ar~. Thine eyes shall. see the. King il}. His beauty; they shall
.behold $e land that is very far. pif." , .
.
. ,Yes,; tlJ.is was a cause 9f·. deep, deep sorrow to the bride in the
Qanticles7Jan absent Lord;! See how she expresses. her ardent longing
after Him _cc By night on ,my bed I so,ught Him whom my soul loveth :
I sought Him, but I found Him not." Come to the history of that
Mary oqt of whom the Lord ;Tesus had cast !leven devils.. She followed
her Slltyiour and Deliverer even to death; she: stood by the cross and
watched His, ag,ony~ ., E:e bowed Hi;; sacred head, and gave up the
ghost,; hut she, with many w9men whi~h fol\owed Hi~ from Galil~e,
b.eheld J;Iim afar Rif.' ;.1oseph of Arimathea begged the body of Jes~,!,
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own .new to,mQ,
rolled ,a" great stone .to the door thereof, and depa1·ted. But l\;lary
Magqalene and, "the other Mary" remained,." sitting over against tl;J._e
sepulc~r,e." . With love in,tenjle. ~nd, aifecti9n the most aI'dentthey
"be4!':ldAhe<sepulchTe, an,d.hQW His body .waB:1aid." ..Then for a lit.tle
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selj.son "they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested
the Sabbath Day, according to the commandment" (Luke xxiii. 55, 56);
Dear reader, scarcely ever did a heart so yearn after Christ as the.
heart of Mary: Magdalene. Very early in the morning, on the first
day of the week, while it was yet dark, she sought her Lord. She
came to the sepulchre, but she found Him not. She ran to Simon Peter
and the other disciple whom Jesus loved, to disclose the sorrowful fact" They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know
not where they have laid Him." They entered the tomb, and saw the
grave-clothes lying, but knew not the Scripture that He must rise from
the dead. Then the disciples left her, and returned to their own home.
Not ·so the' once devil-possessed Mary Magdalene. She found no rest,
no consolation, while sh{l mourned an absent Lord. She stood without
at the sepulchre weeping. She stooped down and still gazed. anxiously
into that forsaken tomb. She seeth two angels in white, sitting, the
one at' the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus
had lain; and, to their inquiry, "Why weepest thou 1" she sadly
replied," Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not
where they have laid Him." The fairest messengers from heaven, the
brightest intelligences whic~ surround His throne, cannot dart one gleam
of comfort to her broken heart. The one Object of her soul's affection
"ceased to be seen of her," what cO,uld she do but weep 1
Oh, ye de.serted followers of the Lamb, is not the very longing of
your soul expressed in this, "Oh, that I knew ,!here I might find
Him! that I might come even to His seat" 1 Blessed be His holy
name., the very' longing and desire is proof positive that He is near
. you. See! "When Mary had thus said"-when she had disclosed to
the angels the cause of :her sorrow and grief~" she, turned herself
back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus." You
may not know that He is near-nay, if you did, you could not weep
-but it alters not the glorious fact, "Tb.e Lord is nigh unto them
that are of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.
The Lod is nigh unto all them tlJ.at call .upon Him, to all that call
upon Him in truth " (Psa. xxxiv. 18; and cxlv. 18). He loves to
draw forth expressions of His people's love. He love!\ to bring them
to the very lowest extremity, in order to make 'His deliverance more
conspicuous, and Himself more glorious in their eyes. He knew His
Mary, though she knew nQt. Him. He heard her :;tnswer to the angels
in· the tomb, yet He would hear her sad complaint directed to Himself.
"Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou 1.whom seekest thou 1
She, supposing Him to be the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if thou
have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I
will t'lke Him away."
Eeader, only those to whom everything short of the Sun of RighteousneJ;lS is but "vanity and. vexation of spirit," can understand the deep,
deep tone of supplication in that anxious cry. One ray of hope entered
her heart as' she beh~ld. Him whom she thought must know something
of her· absent Friend, and b,er whole soul prostrated: itself before Him
in· the plea, ., If thou have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast
laid·Him." "His dead Qody shall be no furliher .trouble to y~u, for' I
will· take Him a~ay.~" Often and often have' we wondered how she

\
536

Tile Gospel lIfagazine.

would have sought to effect her purpose, but her love knew of no
hindrance; her affection anticipated no obstacle. "I will take Him
away." What boundless affection-almost unequalled love!
But Jesus had something better in store for her than.even His dead
body. She saw Him, yet she knew Him not. She heard, but understood
not that it was He. His time has come for her broken 'heart to
be healed, and her sorrowing spirit cheered. He unveiled Himself to
her, not with His own sweet, "It is I," but with that one word,
.. llIary !" This brought her to His feet. "She turned herself, and
saith unto Him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master; " and she must have
clasped Him in her arms but for His own command, "Touch Me not,
for I am not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren,
and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father, to
My God and your God." She saw, she heard, she believed, and, for
the time being, every tear was wiped away.
Beloved, this is a scene over which "ve would fain linger, but we
must pass on to notice briefly one or ·two other causes of the Christian's
tears before we close. How often does he have to weep over a . hard
heart, and groan beneath the heavy weight of the body of dea~h!
How frequently a sense of perfect weakliessand entire sinfulness makes
him mourn; but how blessed it is to find the very experience recorded
in God's holy Book! The Psalmis~ trod the self-same path, and cried,
"Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, for I am weak: 0 Lord, heal me,
for my bones are vexed. . . . . I am weary with my groaning; all
the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears.
Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all
mine enemies. Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the
Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping" (Psa. vi. 2, 6-8). Oh,
what precious confidence-" The Lord hath heard" !
Dear tried fellow-pilgrim, let those who will tell thee, tears belong
not to the Lord's living family. With such a record as this, thou canst
not feel alone; while J ob corife~ses, "Mine eye poureth out tears unto
God;" while David exclaims, "I water my couch with my tears; I
make my bed to swim;" and the highly-favoured Apostle tells us he
served the Lord "with many tears and temptations "-yea, that the
Holy Ghost bore him witness that he had "great heaviness and
continual sorrow in his heart." Thou canst but bow before Jehovah
with the sigh, "It is the Lord; let Him do what seemeth Him good,"
and look forward with blissful anticipation to the fulfilment of that
glorious promise, "And God shall wipe away all tears from their

..

eye~."

Come for a moment to that blessed thirty-first Psalm, and hear the
sorrowful crying of a mourner over sin and after Ohrist-" Have mercy
upon me, 0 Lord, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with
grief; yea, my soul and my belly." His tears flowed not for the
purpose of attracting notice. His sorrow was heart-deep. "My life
is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: my strength faileth
because of mine iniquity, and my bones are consumed." "Because of
mine iniquity!" Oh, beloved in the Lord, is not this often a cause
of grief to thee ~ Indeed, we know it must be so. The soul that has
ever Sel::ll a precious Christ must oft mourn over· sin. It must sorrow
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because of the possession of a heart which can do nothing but grieve
its best Friend. Yes," They shall look upon Me whom they have
pierced, and mourn for Him as one that mourneth for his only son,
and shall be in bitterness for Him as one that is in bitterness for his
first-born." Can they love the sins which caused the sword of divine
justice to pierce His sinless soul ~ Can they learn without sorrow
what it cost Him to redeem 1 God forbid! They shall look upon their
suffering SUbstitute, and mourn for Him indeed!
But see. Once more we would direct thee to the inspired Volnme.
"I wept much," exclaimed a highly-favoured servant of the Lord.
Yes, in the lonely isle of Patmos, the Apostle John was granted
wondrous revelations of the Lord, but he wept because no man was
able to open the perfectly sell-led book.
Beloved, hast thou ever wept with him 7 Dost thou know what it
is to read, and yet to see not-to take His sacred Book in hand, but
find it sealed ~ Dost thou know what it is to turn from page to page
in search of something which shall mee,t thy case ~ This is often the
lot 01 those who seek a precious Christ therein. They roam from end
to end, they search in every Book, but find no light, no life, no joy
therein, and then they weep! No dew on their branch, no honey in
what have been sweetest portions, and then goes forth the anxious cry,
"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law." Blessed be God. "the Lion of the tribe of J udah," the
Root of David, hath prevailed to open the' Book; and, in His own
good time, must bring to every tried and tempted soul, every mourner
in Zion, all the goodness ., laid up" and all the grace and mercy" left "
for them; and then, even down here, they shall know something of
what this means, "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
Oh, sorrowing, broken-hearted sinner, "why weepest thou ~ Whom
seekest thou ~ " If Christ is precious to thy heart, if He is the one
Object of thy search, if sin is a burden to thee, if the flesh is too
heavy for thee, if felt weakness crushes thee in the dust and Satan
oft distresses thee-yea, if thou art weeping because thou canst not
enter into the mysteriea of the perfectly sealed book-there are tidings
of great joy for thee, for it is written, "Blessed are ye that weep now,
for ye shall laugh." "Weeping may endure for a night "-yea, throughout
the long, dark night of time-" but joy cometh in the morning." He
will appear to your joy, "and every enemy shall be ashamed." He
,who confessed, "Out of. much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote
unto you, with IDany tears" (2 Cor. ii. 4), says also by the Holy
Ghost, "If we suffer. we shall also reign with Him" (2 'rim. ii. 12).
Here, we must weep, in oneness with the once-weeping, but now
exalted Man; yonder, we shall weep no more, for "God shall wipe
away all tears from our eyes," or, as authorities tell us it may be
correctly rendered, "God shall wipe 'ont all tears." Every cause of a tear
shall be expunged, the Lamb shall be seen without a veil between, the
world and all its evi,ls shall be destroyed, sin shall be for ever banished,
family cares and distresses at an end. No night, no curse, no death,
ignorance, sorrow, suffering, or sighing, can ever find a place in the
realms of the glorified ; and, as the eye shall wander from face to face
in that vast throng, that innumerable multitude whom no man can
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number, happiness unceasing shall light up every countenance, and love
and light and gladness shall beam in every eye.
Beloved, "what mus~ it be to be there 1" Does not thy fainting
spirit sigh, as it ,catches the faintest glimpse of the coming glory,
"Oome, Lord Jesus, come quickly" 1 But then it sinks back with the
child-like confession, "My Father knows best," arid adds, "All the days
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come." Blessed be
God, it is gloriously ,true, "A little while, and He that shall come
will come, and will not tarry;" and then we shall hear the "Welcome
home"!" Then we shall see Him "whom, having not seen, we love;
in whom, though now we see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory."
Oh, dear reader, what must it be to stand in His immediate presence
-to" see Him as He is" 7

_~

" With what raptures He'll embrace us,
Wipe away each faUing tear!
Near Himself for ever place UB,
And with love our bosoms cheer!
HallelujaJ;1 !
We shall With the Lamb appear! ,.

"Divested of the burden of the flesh, our ravished hearts shall feast
upon His love in that blessed land concerning which it is written,
"The sun shall be no more thy light by day, neither for brightness
shall the moon give light unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto thee
an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more
gO" down, neither shall thy moon withdraw itself, for the Lord shall
pe thine 'everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be
ended" (Isa. Ix. 19, 20).
"
May the Lord cheer every mourner in Zion with this bright and
bl{lssed prospect, for His own name's sake! Amen.'
K. B. .
THE ELEVENTH OOMMANDMENT.

"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another,. as I
have loved you."-JOHN xiii. 340.
DOCTOR USHER, having long heard of holy SA~UEL RUTHERFORD, and
how the tender grace of his daily. life made his home a, heaven on
earth, reaolved, when ,on a visit to Scotland, to witness it for himself.
That he might, see it in its ,simplicity, he assumed the disguise of a
poor wayfarer, knocked at the door of the manse, and asked for a
night's shelter. . He was welcomed with primit~ve hospitality; and when,
at" a certain hour,. the master came down to pray and converse with
his family, as all were gathered round the" kitchen ingle, his opening
question to the white-haired stranger was, "How many commandments
are ~here 1" "Eleven," was the reply, the listen{lrs regarding him as
almost a miracle of ignorance. Before long, however, RUTHERFORD
found that, like the ancient Hebrew chief, who," in receiv:ing strangers,
had "entertained angels. unawares," he had now under his roof" one, "
of the lights and princes of sanctified intellect. " Keeping his ~isco~ery
to himself, he;privatelyasked his ,guest to preac,h for him on the next
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nay, which was the Sabbath. The servants were then startled to find
their mysterious visitor standing. in the pulpit-still more confounded
were they when he began his sermon, taking for his text, "A new
commandment I give unto you,',' &c. "This," said he, "may be reckoned
the eleventh commandment."
It was not, however,' the intention of the strange preacher to say
that love was first taught by Christ, or toot love was an addition to
the law; for the whole of' the ten commandments, divided into two
parts, teach it as our duty to love God and our neighbour; and the
whole law is briefly comprehended in .one word, and that word is love.
The law and. the Gospel, substantially teach the, same thing, and show
the necessity of love; but ~he Gospel is a· correction cif old mistakes,
and sets forth the way of life quite new to many, while it strongly
urges the obligations of the new covenant upon those who become
new creatures in Christ Jesus.
Our theme, then, is love-":the. love of Christ to us, an e;x:ample 'of
what our love should be ,to one another.
"God is love "-not only lovely and loving, but love. Love is not
only a feature in His character-not only a quality in His naturenot something adventitious-He is love in its very essence. And how
do we know that He is love ~ We know it from His works, the
sun,: moon, 'and stars
'
.1

We kno~

,e For ever singing, as they shine,
'The Hand that' made us is divine.'''

it from His, providence, for Hi;l provides (or every thing
tp.at He has made-".TheLord is loving to every man, and His tender'
mercies are over all His works.",
' . '
" But the con'~entration and embodiment of God's love is in Christ"God so loved the world," &Q. "Herein is love, not that we loved
,0;011, but that He loved us," &c. In Him dwells all the fulness of God,
and so the fulness of love; and out of that fulness the empty are filled.
_Then think how stupendous His love must be! Having loved ~is
own from everlasting, He loves them to the end. "As the Father
hathl9ved Me," He says, "so have I loved you.", "Thou [Father]
hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me." It is a love without beginning
~without change-without end.
J,t was love that brought Him from the throne to the manger-from
the highest ,to the lowest position. Love filled His heart, beamed in
His eye, lI.owed from His tongue, and was made conspicuous in the
works of His hands. It was love that caused, Bimto occupy the
position and to perform the office of a servant, condescending to wash
His disciples' feet, and to show to them, both in His position and practice,
that, ".before honour comes humility "_that true love will stoop to the
lowest in works of. beneficence. In all that Christ did He left us an
.
example,;that we should p.o as He did.
" Let us not. mistake His meaJ;ling. He asks not that our love should
;equal His; but resemble His; not that it should be of the same strength,
,b,ut, of the same kind. A' pearl ,of dew will not hold the sun, but it
may hold a spark 'of its light. A child by the Sea, trying. to catch
th~.J waves as' they dash in clouds of crystal' spray upon the sand,
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cannot hold the ocean in a tiny shell, but he m9.Y hold a drop of the
ocean water. 'There is an ocean of love in My heart!, says Christ; 'let
a drop of that ocean be received into yours.' "
There may indeed be some one, 0 Christian, between whom and yourself there is no natural affinity. You misunderstand him; he misunderstands you. You think he thwarts your plans and blights your fame; he
may think the same of you. In his case, like flowers beneath the
snow-drift, like gems beneath the rock, the graces of the Spirit lie
concealed by the cold and harsh repellauces of nature; and this
may be the case with you. Your heart may say of him, " Why should
I love that man 1 What is he ~ What has he done to call forth affection ~"
And his heart may say the same of you. But, even if he were all
that your morbid imagination pictures, he is not to you what once
you were to Christ, before Christ's love first took your spirit captive;
and from that first hour of a new life you have been under obligation
to keep His new commandment, "Love one another, as I have loved
you."
Now, suppose a man strikes you with a sIVord, and inflicts a wound.
Suppose, instead of binding up the wound, you are showing it to everybody, and, after it has been bound up, you are taking off the bandage
constantly, and examining the depth of the wound, and making it
fester-is there a person in the world who would not say that such
conduct was foolish in the extreme 1 However, so foolish is he who,
by dwelling upon little injuries and insults, causes them to agitate
and influence his mind. How much better were it to put a bandage
on the wound, and never look to it again (SmEoN). Besides, he that
refuses to forgive an injury, breaks the bridge he will one day want
to cross himself; and he who overr.omes evil with good Gains three
victories at once-he overcomes Satan, his enemy, and himself. To
have the courage to take notice of an injury, is to be even with your
enemy; but to forgive it, is to be above him. The way to join two
bars of iron together is to melt them in the fire, and then they are
easily welded into one. It is thus that hearts are joined and the
unity of the Spirit maintained. Only let this fire burn in our hearts,
and in. the Church of the living God, and then love to one another
in thought, word, and deed will be easy and delightful. Union with
Christ must be the spring of union with His brethren. Love to the
brethren must be the effect of love to Christ. The nearer we approach
to Rim, the nearer we come to eacll other. 'i. ou form a circle, and
you draw a number of lines to the 'centre of that circle, and you
observe that the nearer these liues come to the centre, the nearer they
come to each other.
Let this, then, be our constant aim, to get nearer Christ. Let us
seek to do this by prayer, by daily watchfulness, ·by the reading and
study of the Bible, by giving ourselves to His service, by constant attendance on the means of grace ·in His house, and by commemorating
the dying love of our heavenly Master. It is in this way-approaching
nearer and nearer to Christ--we shall see and feel more of His love;
and, loving Him above all things, we shall love one another, and love
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth.
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THE NAMES AND TITLES OF CHRIST.
THE LORD JESUS

CH~UST,

THE ALMIGHTY SAVIOUR OF SINNERS LOST.

T HE names of Him who ruleth over all,
H is character, His Person, and His work express,
Exceeding great above the sum of all.
Lord, Law-giver, Lamb of God, and Leader;
o ffering, Propiti~tion, Sacrifice, and Saviour;
Rock, Rose of Sharon, Refuge, and Rivers of watet;
D avid, Dayspring, Desire of all nations, Deliverer.
Jesus, Jesus Christ our Lord, Judge of quick and dead;
Elect, Bridegroom, First-begotten of the dead;
S on of God, Salvation, Sun of Righteousness;
Unspeakable Gift, Wonderful, the Lord from heaven;
Shepherd, Spiritual Meat, Living Bread, Son of Man.
Christ, Chosen of God, Consolation of Israel;
Holy, Harmless, Hiding-place, Hope of Israel;
Root of David, Plant of Renown, Restorer of paths to dwell in;
I mage of the invisible God, Immortal, I AM ;
S on given. Servant, Stone, Sure Foundation;
Teacher, True Tabernacle, Light of the 'World, Physician.
T rue God, Tree of Life, True Vine, Tried Stone;
Head, Husband, Holy One of Israel, Holy One;
Eternal Life, Heir of all things, Express Image of His Person.
A· Ipha, Beginning, First-born of every creature;
L if€, Light of Life; Light, Light of the Gentiles;
M inister, Mediator, Man Christ Jesus;
I srael, Creator of Israel, God of the whole earth;
Governor, Glorious Lord, God blessed for ewr ;
Holy Child Jesus, High Priest, Healer of the Breach;
T hy Maker, The Seed, The Lord our Righteousness;
Your First, Your Last, Your Faithful and True Witness.
Surety, Spiritual Rock, Second Man, Son of David ;
A men, Arm, Apostle, Advocate. Anointed;
V ine, Good Shepherd, Friend, Brother, Master;
I mmanuel, Word of God, Bright and Morning Star;
Omega, Word, Bread of Life, Counsellor;
U I).derstanding, Undefiled, Precious, Door;
R edeemer, Roo~, and Root and Stem of Jesse.
o Babe, The Way, King of Israel, Belo,ed;
Forerunner, First-fruits, First-born from the dead.
S hiloh, Solomon, Sanctuary, Shadow from the heat;
I nvisible, Wisdom, Blessed and Only Potentate ;
N azarene, Heir of all things, Prince of Life, Just,
N King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Branch, Prince of Peace;
Everlasting Father, Mighty God, Messiah, Prince;
R' oe, Root and Offspring of David, Jesus Christ the Righteous;
Strength to the poor, t:on of the Highest, King of the Jews.
Lord of Lords, Lord thy God, Fellow of God, Christ Jesus;
o Commander' and Prince of .the kings 0.£ the earth;
Shadow of a great Rock, Author and Finisher of faith;
'j' ruth, Precious Corner-stone, Captain of Salvation!
G. J. W ATE3S.
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SUBSTANOE OF A SERMON BY MR. J. W. WREN,
PREACHED AT PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, BEDFORD, ON LORD'S DAY MORNING,
JANUARY 6TH, 1884.
" Thou hast also given

?ne

the shield of Thy salvation."-PsAUI xviii. 35.
(Concluded from page 483.)

2. JESUS is a covering from, and an answer unto, all the accusations
of a guilty conscience. In Jesus there is a blessed meeting of mercy
and truth, and an everlasting union of righteousness and peace; and
every enlightened conscience will-yea, must-utterly reject every remedy
proposed unto it which has not a union of these blessed qualities in
it. Whatever is proposed unto such a conscience, that has not justice
as its foundation, it will utterly reject it; and, if anything is proposed
unto it that has not a plenitude of mercy in it, it will faint. An
enlightened conscience will seek for justice as well as mercy. Jesus'
blood and righteousness is an answer unto every accusation, and is every
way suitable unto its utmost wants. In Jesus there is a plenitude
of justice and of mercy to a redundance; in Him there is no lack;
and I believe, were it the will of God to reckon to all the world
Jesus' blood and righteousness, there is a sufficiency to cover all the
guilt tliereof. To say otherwise is, to my mind, a limit set upon the
worth of the work of the Holy One of God. It rests with the good
pleasure of God's will, rather than any insufficiency in Jesus' work.
Jesus is a just and sufficient cause of justification to every' poor sinner
that is made to flee out of themselves for righteousness; and the
Great Justifier takes this into His account, as the ground and cause
of His justifying the ungodly, and declares His own most righteous
character while He does so, although He justifies the ungodly. Jesus
is a sufficient and just cause of justification of poor sinners before,
and by the act of a holy God; and " Jesus died, and is risen again," is
thfl answer of the Holy Ghost to everyone who asks for the righteousness of the act.
Oh, what. a Rock is Jesus! What anchorage there is in Jesus for
any poor sinner who is driven from one false refuge to another! Flee
hither, ye sin-sick souls, ye that have wounded spirits and guilty consciences !Jesus is that Rock which will never give way, the everlasting cause of safety and the Hiding-place itself. Think not that
a few nor many tears can quench the wrath of a holy God or move
Him to Plty"Could thy tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone."
And all who cast anchor here, in these bottomless seas, will find no
anchorage for their souls. A bottomless abyss this, and the storms of
divine justice and wrath will drift them on and on, until the gulf
of despair is reached, and they themselves engulfed in the ocean of
unutterable misery and everlasting woe.
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3. Jesus is a covering from sin mixed up with our worship, so
that a holy God can accept the worship and sweetly smile upon
the worshippers. This truth is set forth in another part of the Word
under the type of Aaron wearing a golden mitre, for the purpose of
bearing the iniquity of our holy things. Jesus is our Great High
Priest, set over the house of God, to order all the parts of worship,
to assist us in our worship, and to present us and our worship acceptable unto His Father and our Father, bearing the iniquity of our
most holy things.
This part of Jesus' work was known by the saints of old, and they
entreated God the Father to "behold thei1' Shield, and look upon the
face of Thine Anointed:" That eighty-fourth Psalm is a Psalm
written upon the worship of the saints, and they lay claim to Jesus
as their Shield. This is th~ only way of access to the Father. Grace
could not be accepted on the ground that it is grace; for, though there
is goodness in grace, yet there is no person that has grace but what
has an abundance of sin, of evil) mixed with it j and nothing short of
all purity, and no sin, can be acceptable to the Lord. Then there
must be other grounds than grace-sincerity-and whatever is gracious
in the saints, as the ground and moral cause of their acceptance in
any petition addressed to God, or worship offered unto Him, Jesus
is that Oause-the Door, the Way to the Father, and the Oause of
all our successes.
Jesus is the Mediator of all the blessings of the Lord's people. The
Father could not, consistently with His holy character, treat immediately
with sinners. Some person was required for this purpose who was
holy, and without sin, i our nature. And herein the good-will and
love of God appear unto us, for Jesus was appointed unto this work,
to transact all our matters for us, and has become the Head over all·
things to the Ohurch j and through Him, and Him only, have we
access unto the Father. Oh, what a wondrous gift is Jesus! The
Father can come near to us, can love us, can smile upon us, can'
approve of us, and hear and answer our prayers, through Jesus, and
yet retain His holy character, and maintain His true and regal
authority and royal Majesty, so that a proper distance is kept up between
His creatures and Himself, and yet draw so near to us, and converse
with creatures meaner than worms by our birth, and love and bless
them who in themselves are vile! Oh, how glorious a God He is in
the face of Jesus! It is there He has made the excellency of His
pe,rfections to concentrate. So incomprehensibly glorious, and yet so
gently and graciously do these perfections meet and shine, that we
poor, dim-sighted creatures see these glories and live, and find them
so suited to our condition as helpless sinners, that God in Ohrist is
our most delightful Friend, that His smile is our life, and· we feel
happy in the contemplation of His gracious company and His
perfections.
4. Jesus is a covering from all the fiery darts of Satan. Jesus becomes unto us a precious reality-a real substance" by faith-a Shield
against all infidel suggestions-a reality· to its empty void, to its
nothing. Jesus is the Oure of Satan's wounds, the Deliverer from his
.hains and prisons j the protection and Protector from aU his power.
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I remember standing at that table, giving out the hymn which has
these lines in it"For hell itself shakes at His name,
And all the heavens adore."

Oh, how full of blessed meaning were these words to me at that
time! Oh, what a great name did Jesus' name appear to me then!
Oh, how I could rejoice in the greatness and power of His name!
It ~s not merely physical power by which Jesus triumphs. This may
often be seen in the ungodly. But in Jesus there is a moral power,
together with His authority, by which He triumphs. Both these are
found in this text-" With His right hand "-this is His authority"and with His holy arm hath He gotten Himself the victory." This
is His moral power, called His "holy arm." Jesus is a righteous
Victor, and all that Jesus is made unto His people, and all that He
does for them, is on the self-same principle; and herein lies the glory
of Jesus' work, and the safety of all those who put their trust in Him.
11. I shall notice how David came by tbis shield-" Thou 'hast given
me the shield of Thy salvation."
1. The Word of God is called "the shield of faith," and :faith is
called the eye by which Jesus is seen to be God's Shield of salvation.
It is this eye of faith which discovers the beauty of Jesus. When
persons look at any object, the eye takes in the colour and image of
that which is looked at. So also does the eye of faith take in the
perfections and beauty of Jesus' Person, of Jesus' work; and tbis
sight of Him makes Jesus precious, and He is seen to be so suited
and answerable to our every need. Jesus is then seen to be the procuring Cause of all spiritual blessings, such as faith, and hope, and
love, or any other grace; and, instead of these graces, in themselves
or their actings, being the cause of our salvation, Jesus is seen to be
the Cause of them; and everywhere and in all things Jesus is the
First and Jesus is the Last. What an infinite boundlessness of merit
is seen in Jesus' righteousness! What an 'everlasting cause of blessing
to the Lord's people! "For grace shall reign through [Jesus'] righteousness unto eternal life " in everyone that fears Him. Oh, what an
invaluable blessing! Oh, what a golden gift is precious faith in "Jesus!
Oh, may the Holy Spirit direct Our souls unto Jesus, and give us the
eye of faith to see, and take in savingly, the Personal worth and
beauty of Jesus; and that Jesus may engross our affections, and kindle
in our hearts the passion of love towards His dear Self for evermore !
2. Faith is the hand which receives and lays hohl on Jesus; and in
one Scripture it is called "laying hold on eternal life," and a " laying
hold on buckler and spear." Faith useth Jesus as the Shield of God's
salvation. God the Holy Spirit" teacheth my hands to war, and my
fingers to fight." Without such a Teacher and such teaching, we know
nor. how to make any proper use of Jesus. But He teacheth us to know
His worth, and something of the glories of His Person, and the design
that the Father had in giving Jesus. Yea, hear ye His own Word"Be ye reconciled to God; for He hath made Him to be sin for us
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him." See how prominently the Father's hand stands first in this
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matter, and how intent He was in this business. And His design in
it was, that we should be made the "righteousness of God in Him."
When we by faith see God's design in giving Jesus, and, by seeing and
handling of Him, we come to a knowledge of Him-of the truth and
the grace that is in Jesus-how mightily are our souls taken by Him!
Completely overcome by His rich and enriching substance, we cast
away all our accumulated rubbish, gathered in His absence, in order to
lay hold of Him, in all our battles with sin, and Satan, and all
enemies, and make all our approaches to God, presenting in Jesus'
name all our petitions and thanksgiving; and sometimes with much
confidence and sweet sense of success and victory, that; the heart is
made glad in sweet anticipation, as well as having a present satisfaction and taste of Jesus as the Shield of God's salvation; and such
a realization of Jesus as the }<'ather's gift, leads us to have our faith
and hope in God. May the Holy Spirit lead your minds to Jesus,
and teach you to make use of Him in all your concerns; for He is
the Father's gift unto us, for our Shield and salvation!
3. Faith is the eye and the hand which make Jesus real and
present, for "faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the
evidence of things not seen." Precious faith brings Jesus blessedly
near to our souls-so near as to dwell in our hearts by faith, and in
our affections and fond embrace, and we, too, in His. Oh, what a
heaveniy mutual exchange of loves! Oh, how real does all the work
of Jesus then appear to our understandings! How very, very worthy
to be trusted! What a Rock and Hiding-place is Jesus! Then all our
darkness and doubts are, for the time being, scattered to the winds.
May you, dear friends, know more of Him, in His blessed suitability
and rich realities, so as to be enriched by Him; and such of you
who are seeking for Jesus, may He graciously reveal Himself to your
souls, that you may be blessed to say, "Thou hast also given me
the Shield of Thy salvation.
4. The Psalmist sets before us in these words the use that this
Shield was to him. This is suggested to us in the name he gives to
the Shield. He calls it, "the Shield of Thy salvation." Jesus is every
way answerable to that name. David had travelled in many a thorny
pathway, had been in many a sore battle, both sharp and long conflicts;
but he has been covered in the day of battle; and, in his present
place of safety, he looks back at his trials and dangers passed-for
ever passed-and what God had been to him in them all. God had
compassed him about as with a shield. The Shield of God's salvation
had been given to him, and to God he gives all the glory. And may
we not look back upon the past, and see the very same Shield spread
over us in our journeyings through the past, and here, this morning,
set up our Ebenezer, and say, "Hitherto the Lord has helped us" ~
Ill. I shalL notice what such a gift argues on our behalf.
1. It argues that God loves us with special love, with an everlasting love. Such a gift is a token of His love, and a sweet
earnest of it to assure us of it. This is the way that Jesus has
been pleased to show us plainly of the Father. Not that any man
hath seen the Father, but Jesus shows us of Him; and hereby
perceive we the love of God, and love is of God. Jesus is seen
2 N
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as the sent One, and he that believeth on Jesus, believeth not. on
Him only, but on Him that sent Him. Jesus, therefore, shows us
the Father's love to usward, and we see it, and believe the love
that God hath to us. Oh, what blessed company to be associated
with-to have fellowship with the Father in His love, and with
Jesus in His grace, under the heavenly teaching of the Holy Spirit!
Oh, what grace! Seek it, my friends, for you that fear God are called
unto it. It is the common property of the Lord's people. And this.
is the honey out of the Rock, the finest of the wheat, the marrow
from the bones (strength) of the Gospel. Be ye not slow to go ill>
and possess the good land, for God hath set it before you. It is
against this that sin and Satan, as a combined host, gather together,
and have planted all the principal, artillery of hell. All their arrows
are ready upon their strings to shoot at such as attempt to enter
into the sweet spot of fellowship with God. And 'some of you here
this morning may have as much as you can do to keep your
present possessions. Progress seems quite an impossibility. But
remember that Jesus"God's Shield, is spread o'er every saint;
And thus supported, who shall faint?"

.......

----

2. God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that" whosoever'
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Goel
gave His Son to· the Church, to be the Head over all things to the
Church, and the Church lays claim to Him, and says, "Behold, 0
God, our Shield."
But our text speaks of a personal gift of Jesus to one's self,
saying, "Thou. hast also given to me the Shield of Thy salvation; "
and this little word "me" becomes the sweetest word of all. To
give Jesus to the world, to give Him to the Church, is great;
but God might have abundant reasons for doing that; but what.
could move Him to give Jesus to me I cannot find out. This is
the greatest wonder of all. His own eternal, fruitful love. must be
the only source of such an act. Oh, what a blessed God our God is
in our eyes unto us, when He appears in this part of His glory t
How we can then yield up ourselves unto Him, and make an entire
surrender to Him of all things, for He blessedly endears Himself
unto us as our own God !
3. Faith has its fighting times, and its times of triumph, too.
David, in this Psalm, had the golden palm of victory, waving in token
of victory. It was here that he saw every enemy conquered, lying
beneath his feet, and here he composes this song within sight of the
ruins of their strongholds. With them was strength and number,.
but he was weakness itself. But he is escaped! Seared it is true;.
but these are healed. And his Lord, who had promised him so
largely, had as liberally performed the whole. These things furnish
him with. matter for a song of praise, of triumph, to his God, who
had dealt so bounti.fully with him. Let us also, in our measure,_
praise our God for His goodness to ' us. We may not b(l able to
triumph, yet let us rejoice with trembling. Yet we hope to see th&
day when we shall triumph, too, for eveDmore. Amen.
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF THE ROMISH CHURCH.
BY AN EX-ROMAN

ECCLESIASTIC.

[The annexed gives such an insight into the character and conduct
of the Romish priesthood, as entitles it to the most serious consideration.-ED.]
I AM told by my Protestant friends that it is very commonly thought
in England that the Roman Church in this country is a sort of improved
edition of the same communion abroad-that, however it may be in
foreign lands, English priests and other ecclesiastics of that Church
are almost equal to the clergy of the Church of England in piety, at
least as regards devotedness, and in learning. Speaking from my own
experience, which is large, and from what I have heard from others
placed thoroughly behind the scenes, I can only say with certainty
that this is quite a mistake. The number of perverted English clergy
in the Roman priesthood is small, and is daily growing smaller. For
some years past, Anglican perverts have not been encouraged to enter
the priesthood-indeed, the Cardinal's is now the only diocese that
accepts such candidates. It is a rare thing, too, for the sons of respectable Catholic families to think of becoming priests, and when they do,
they go, in the great majority of cases, to the Jesuit order. Almost
all the Roman priests in England are drawn, as on the ContiJ;lent, from
a very poor class. They enter their ecclesiastical career at the early
age of twelve, or thirteen at the latest. Some boy in the poor-schools
strikes the priest of the mission as being apt for the priesthood, and
your readers would perhaps be surprised to know that anything like
youthful piety-anything like a giving of the heart to God-counts for
little, or rather nothing, in this selection. A parish priest's instructions
oblige him never to choose nervously delicate or thin boys, because it is
considered little likely that they will be possessed of that peace of mind
which produces a docile spirit. Those who are models of obedience,
and submissive in temperament, apd thoroughly, healthy and strong in
body, with a natural love of serving on the altar (that is, of dressing
themselves up, and being part of a show), are the boys chosen. Intelligence and real piety are thought little of, and are generally wanting
to the fat, self-satisfied, conceited, and often hypocritical and base
natures who are found to do Rome's work the best. Then a bargain
is struck with the parents, who are willing to give the boy up body
and soul to the Church in return for his education, and he says farewell to his fa~ly, overjoyed at the thought that he i" to be made a
priest and a gentleman. On the funds of the diocese, then he enters
one of the diocesan colleges, or rather, one of the boarding-schools in
union with them. It is an ordinary boarding-school taught by priests,
and the lay-boys there are ;gentlemen's sons. But our young eccle3ia~tic
is a Church-boy. A black cassock distinguishes him from the lity
students, and he is as proud of that· cassock, as if it were a Cardinal's
robe. Of course, from a temporal point of view, it is a great. rise
2 N 2
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for him-from a crowded back street in a large town, to a college
in the country, with excellent living, and a life which is by comparison
luxurious. He looks back to his humble home with contempt. The
thought of a return to it is horrible to him. He blesses the good
fortune which, while his brothers and sisters will grow up to be factory
hands or servants, has made him a gentleman. Indeed, the life of a
Roman priest is easy indeed compared to anything which he would
have been likely to become in the world. Thid is quite enough to
destroy all spirit of devotion. The Church-boy is -too much of a
temporal gainer. The lay-boys, naturally enough, often do not like
him, but the Church-boy soon finds that he belongs to a privileged
class. The elder Church-boys are given grea.ter power as monitors, and
of course every Church-boy soon learns that it is a part of his regular
duty to act the spy and the sneak. He would not remain long if
he did not. Thus the lay-boys fear the Church students, and many
are particularly polite to them for the sake of their cloth, considering
that, whatever the Church-boy may have been in the world, the
priestly cassock makes him equal to a prince; and, indeed, this idea
soon takes possession of the Church-bay's entire soul. He is always
hearing about his "holy vocation," about the greatness of the priestly
office, and the powers he will have. To forgive sins, to "make the
body and blood of Christ," to offer sacrifice-to be, in a word, the
medium between man and his God-this is the exalted position
to which he is taught to look forward. Only personal experience can
give anyone an idea of the spirit of pride and conceit that this
engenders. They think they are doing an honour to one of the lay-boys
if they allow him to black their boots for them. Except once a week,
the boys are supposed to go to the shoe-room and black their own
boots, but the Church-boys generally get that done for them by the
younger lay-boys. Then they will scarcely deign even to thank those of
the lay-boys who, to gain their favour, or from a servile spirit, will
often make them a present of all their sweets and cake.- Of course,
they do the altar service, and a thousand little customs of the house
convey to them the impression that they are beings of a higher order.
Sometimes the son of some Anglican clergyman gets among themperhaps' by being left alone with them in the holidays, when, of course,
the Church-boys do not return to their homes. As'may be supposed,
it is rather hard lines in those circumstances for the convert's son,
who, being a gentleman, is sure to be disliked by them. When the
'weak are in their power, the cruelty and selfishness which such a life
id sure to develop is made apparent. Speaking .from what::: have seen
myself, I should say that, to boys of this kind, the infliction of pain on
the weak and feeble was the greatest of their delights. The Churchboys are, of course, obliged to go to confession weekly, and once a
month to make what ia called reddition-that is, to lay bare to the
spiritual director their entire souls, letting him know even the most
passing thoughts that have occupied their minds.
At about sixteen or seventeen years of age, they are admitted to
the theological, or larger, seminary for Church students alone. Here
their life resembles that of a' cloistered monk, being almost exclusively
devoted to the saying of prayers and the service of the Church, with
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some purely theological study. At twenty-three they are ordained
deacun (having already received the minor orders). They still remain
at the seminary, however, for anuther ye"r, engaged in the study of
the ul1spe:'\,kable "moral theology." At twenty-four they are ordained
priest, anel receiving some appointment, are "sent on the mission," afl
it is called.
But the life of a priest in England is by no means as had-working
as is often imagined. He says Mass every day, it is true j but a low
MaEs, said in a whisper, is no very great effort, and it only takes
from twenty minutes to half-an-hour. There is no other daily service,
for the Breviary Office is said by himself, at his own time, as private
prayer. Indeed, it is an affair of conscience only whether he says it
at all. .On Sunday, if in a large town church, there is a High Mass
(with sermon), vespers, and benediction to be got through. But all
who have ever seen those services performed, know that there is bnt.
little vocal effort required from the officiating clergy. All is .left to
the choir. The work of the priest is confined to ritual, and the intoning
of a few collects. Then there are invariably live or six priests at a
large town church, so that even this work is shared with. others. At
High Mass, or vespers, it is not usual for a priest, except on the most
solemn occasiom, to attend the service, unless he be une of the three
perf.orming the function j so it often happem that a priest of a large
church passes a Sunday without being present at any public service,
for his own Low Mass, whispered in the early morning, can hardly be
called a service. While the lay members of his Church. are assembled
in the church for the chief services of Sunday, the priest who is off
duty-" not in the function," as they term it-is reading in his own
room, and as often as not, reading a novel or a newspaper. Were it
not for confession and sick calls, the town priest would have a very
easy life of it indeed.
.
Then there are many country missions where the priest, deprived as
he is of a family to look after, and in places where confessions and
sick calls are few, leads the very idlest life. They have time enough
for study, if they like to devot.e themselves to it. It is probable that
few do, for we find that---except from members of the Jesuit and
Oratorian orders-really no books are produced by the English Roman
Catholic priests. And this is the more strange when we remember
that a great many are members of purely contemplative orders, leading
a cloistered life, without. any real occupation. It is often wondered
why they do not do something in the way of theological writing. But
there is little need to wonder, when we think of the " Church-boy
system," as it may be called, which prevails too nearly as much in
the orders as among the secular clergy.
.
Perhaps the idlest and easiest post that a Roman Catholic clergyman can obtain in this country is that of domestic chaplain to a
nobleman or gentleman. He has little work, no doubt; but some of
the non-convert gentry treat their chaplains more as upper servants
than as gentlemen, which, indeed, they so rarely are. It must be
remembered, too, that, however a chaplain may be treated, he is not
his own magter, to leave if he pleases, as a. minister of any other
religion would be. In this country, the Roman priest can only go
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where he is sent by his bishop, and must go as that personage directs.
By a stroke of his pen, a Romish bishop can exalt one and debase
another. There is far more nepotism to be found in the Romish
Church than in any other body in the land. It is a common opinion
among English Catholics that their priests are so idle, self-indulgent,
and selfish-so unfit for anything but to show blind obedience to a
despotic power-that, were it not for their Ritualistic allies. they would
have little chance of doing harm to Protestantism.-The Record.
A FRAGMENT.
My depression, during the wakefulness of the night-season, is something
fearful. How I lie and cry to the Lord that He would "show me
wherefore He contendeth with me." I cry mightily to Him that He
would "search me and try me, and see if there be any secret thing
with me." I cannot account for this so sad depression, unless it is
intended that I might be led more fully to see my home·privileges ,. to
make me more value the position in which the Lord has so mercifully
placed me; and that I might more than ever prove what I have so
lung known by actual experience, that "in watering others, I have myself been watered."
I think few, if any, have ever been more indulged in this respect
than 1. Almost invariably have I found that, in the act of giving f01,th,
I have 1'eceived. May the Lord be with me this day. I am engaged
to preach this evening. the twenty-seventh anniversary of the opening
of the original Circus here. A memorable event indeed; and well may
I say, in regard to the same, "What hath God wronght 1" The pulpit
of the present Circus Church is so high that others, as well as myself,
have a great dread of it. Suffering as I do from giddiness, I recoil
from it greatly; but, as the Lord did most mercifully answer prayer
in regard to it, upon a previous occasion, I feel, therefore, that He can
repeat the mercy this evening, if it seemeth good in His sight, for
"there is nothing too hard for the Lord."
:iouthsea, Sunday Mo'rning,
June 8th, 1884.
NOTE.-:-The Lord was pleased to hear prayer, and to pity,1my
infirmities. Of His great gpodness and condescending love and mercy,
I was permitted to occupy the aforenamed pulpit, and to minister to
the dear people assembltld on the occasion, without the semblance of
giddiness or discomfort. Indeed, so good and so gracious was the Lord,
that tears of gratitude flowed down my cheeks as I stood and calmly
talked to my poor fellow-sinners; and, in prayer, I felt what I do
indeed esteem a mercy, when thus occasionally indulged-that is, to
feel as if the Lord and His poor servant only were present.

ALL -the books ever written, and much more than that, may be compressed, as JOHN NEWTON says, into four books-the book of revelation, the book of creation, the book of providence, and the book of the
heart.
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LEADINGS AND TEACHINGS.
(Continued f"om page 493.)

that time my dear father died. But to return, as that period
does not enter into my present narrative. In short, these years might be
summed up, in reference either to "Satan's sieve," or Peter's moments of
bitter grief, sorrow, and repentings, as oCt as the Word was applied with
power to my soul and co_nscience. Suffice it to say, I died very hard
to self, sin, and the world, and even unto this day can one only reckon
himself dead unto sin, and alive unto God by faith, in and through
-our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Rom. vi. 11), so as at length,
with the Apostle, in my humble measure to be able to say, "For I
through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
-of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for· me" (Gal.
ii. 19, 20).
Little did I think, on some of the many occasions I heard the Word
with power from dear Mr. ABRAHAl\1S' lips in Regent Street Chapel,
City Road, it could possibly ever come to pass that, a few years hence,
I should stand in that pulpit to preach for him, at his own request,
when we spoke in the morning from Esther iv. 3; evening, chapter
viii. 17; and thus 1 Samuel ii. 6-8, was to have its accomplishment
in my soul's experience-" The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: He
bdngeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor
and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raiseth up the
poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to
set them among princes [even the princes or ministers of His people],
and to make them inherit the throne of glory"'
DURING

" Hail, sovereign love, that first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man!
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,
'lhat gave my soul a hiding-place."

During these years from 1850 to 1858, the Lord, it would seem, was
"hedging up my way with thorns, and making a wall, that I should not
find my paths; so that, in following after lovers, I should not overtake
them, and though again and again seeking them, should not find them,"
until at length I was brought into a truly desolate, wilderness, desert
·state of soul, and for months not a word of comfort, but darkness,
gloominess, despondency, and a fearful end only seemed to await me
(Hosea ii. 6, 7, and 14-16). Link by link my chain grew shorter, till
at length all society was shunned; so that daily, after breakfast, I
wandered for at least two months amongst the loneliest and most
£ecluded parts of Kensington Gardens, a misery to myself and dear
partner, who, with others,. feared some day the worst fears would be
realized. But, through mercy, I was never tempted to self-destruction,
though I leqrned after, fr\lm one of the park-keepers, that I had been
daily watched from the time of entering the gates, having their suspicions. No; I sat for hours together brooding over the past, the
present, and future, till at length a severe attack of neuralgia ill eye1:?alls
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and head laid me completely prostrate, and confined n:e to my bed,
that for six weeks I never was unconscious in sleep, the suffering from
the nerves of the eyes being little short of agony.
It was at this time, after some relief, my dear partner read portions
of Mr. HUNTINGTON'S works, when gradually, but almost imperceptibly,
both mind and body were greatly relieved and strengthened again to
attend the preached Word at Woodbridge Chapel, which was our
regular place of worship.
From this time forth dear old Mr. VrNALL's precious portion, alluded
to, began to unfold as the light that was to "shine more and more unto
the perfect day "-" He will plead my cause; . . . He will bring me
forth to the light, and I shall behold His righteousness."
Again, how little did I then think I should also one day stand to
preach in his pulpit! Yes, all came to pass, according to the word of
promise heard in the year 1845, at dear Mr. ~Tl!ST'S mouth-" And it
shall come to pass, in the day that the Lord shall give thee rest
from thy fear, and from thy sorrow, and from the hard bondage
wherein thou wast made to serve, that thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, ,and fay, How hath the oppressoF
ceased, the golden city ceased!"
Just at this time, on going to hear dear Mr. LUCKIN, one Sabbath
morning, he took these words for his text-" Stand fast, therefore, in
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage" (Gal. v. 1), of which discourse it
might truly be said, "For our Gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance"
(1 Thess. i. 5).
" Glory to God the Father be,
Because He sent His Son to die;
Glory to God the Son, that He
Did with such willingness comply.
" Glory to God the Holy Ghost,
Who to our hearts this love reveals;
Thus God Three-One, to sinners lost,
Salvation sends, procures, and seals."

I said in a former part of my narrative, relating to the year 1848,
we should hear more of the Rev. Mr. Br,ooD, with whom we parted at
Bristol, never expecting to meet again. In the early part of these
years above, I was seated alone in a compartment in some refreshment
rooms at Westminster, when who should come and seat himself opposite
me but the same Mr. BLOOD. He then informed me he was about to
sail in the Amazon to his former labours in Barbadoes. After a short
casual conversation we again parted, little thinking of the perils of
both fire and water he was so soon after to encounter. As will be well
remembered, this noble ship was, soon after she had been some days at
sea, destroyed by fire in the Atlantic, when nearly all on board perished,
either in the flames, or going down with the ship.
.
On reading the fearful account in the daily journals, we were informed
some few had been picked up after dire sufferings by a Dutch galliott,
and brought back to Ellgland. .In the list of names of these sole
survivors were those of the Honourable Miss SUITH and the Rev. W.
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BLOOD. About a fortnight after, I entered an omnibus fvr Bayswater;
and, after being seated a few moments, judge of my surprise at seeing
opposite me again this very gentleman. With a grasp of the hand,
and tears in our eyes, we were for the moment speechless; but, soon
coming to his destination, we both alighted. But, poor dear man, his
emotions of heart were too much for him then to enter into any
He informed me he was calling on the Honourable
particulars.
lady, his companion in the recent terrors they had passed through,
to arrange a meeting he was to address privately, on the subject of
their marvellous deliverance, and invited myself and dear partner to
attend. This we did. Poor dear man, it was a fearful tale of suffering
indeed he had to tell, amidst tears of gratitude and overwhelming joy
at the goodness of God, and His marvellous mercy in delivering them
from so great and terrible death. He read Acts xxvii. with tears and
much trembling, after which a truly heartfelt, earnest prayer, with
thanksgiving to Almighty God for their wonderful two-fold escape from
both fire and water. After a few comments on the chapter read, he
told us the story from beginning to end of the fearful destruction of
ship, passengers, and crew, with the exception of themselves (if memory
does not fail me), consisting only of some thirteen souls, who, after
enduring great privations, and intense mental and physical suffering,
with little or no clothing, were ultimately rescued, as before stated.
We never met again, and have since seen his death recorded in the
obituary of the Standaj·d.
In the spring of 1858, we were led seriously to entertain the thought
of once more. striking our tent and renew our Israelitish wanderings,
there being many painful circumstances in connection with the past
eight years from which we heartily wished to dissociate ourselves; and,
being much broken in health, also a very desirable tenant at hand, we
let our house, sent furniture to pantechnicon, and, on the 23rd of June
in this year, went into Leicestershire to visit a friend. Soon after, we
settled down for the winter in apartments at Long Eaton, six miles
from Nottingham. During our stay here we heard Mr. GHACE, our old
friend at Brighton, was to preach at Nottingham, where we went to
hear him; but I do not remember either his text or anything of his
discourse at that time; but, service over, he came straight from the
pulpit to us in the body of the chapel, and introduced us to Lady
Lucy SMITH, whose praise was in many, if not all the Churches, as
those wlro were favoured with her acquaintance can testify.
As Mr. GRACE was to preach in their chapei at Wilford during the
week, we were specially invited for the occasion. One remark Mr.
GRACE made, not in the pulpit, but to us, was, "Mind, the grace of
God is not hereditary "-he well knowing both our God-fearing
parents.
At Wilford, Mr. GRACE spoke from these ever-memorable words,
"God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power margin,
, strength'] belongeth unto God" (Psa. lxii. 11). This, as welf as the
three other portions of Scripture before alluded to from the Lord's
servants, Mr. VVERT, Mr. VINALL, Sen., and Mr. LUCKIN, form the
glorious and grand links in the Lord's golden chain of my spiritual
experience from stage to stage of the life of grace in my soul, especially
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the latter, to this day, and thus get at the secret of Samson's riddle
whilst ploughing with his red heifer, in being yoked unto the Lord
Jesus Christ and learn of Him meekness and lowliness of heart, so as
to "find rest unto my soul, for His yoke is easy, and His burden light."
Also, how Paul "out of weakness was made strong;" and wherein
his gre::tt strength, like Samson's, lieth, even in the" Head ""Behold, from what beginnings small
Our great salvation rose;
The strength of God is owned by all,
But who His weakness knows ~ "
i' For the Lord shall judge His people, and repent Himself of His
servants, when He seeth that their power is gone, and there is none
shut up or left" (Deut. xxxii. 36)-

" 'Tis perfect poverty alone
That sets the soul at large;
Whiltl we can call one mite our own,
We have no full discharge."

In the spring of 1859, we left Long Eaton, Derbyshire, for Leicester,
where we remained till December. Here, daily throughout the week,
either in Church or Dissent, we could hear the preached Word, Saturdays
excepted. . The lesson learned at this time was, that a living soul absent
for months from the public means of grace will bring on leanness, as
set forth by the Prophet Amos-" Behold the days come, saith the
Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord" (Amos
viii. 11); and not only leanness of soul, but a spiritual hungering and
thirsting for the courts of the Lord's house, "whither the tribes go
up unto the 'testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the
Lord." And so David found it in his day-" I was glad when tbey
said unto me, Let us gu into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall
stand within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem" (Psa. cxx:ii. 1, 2). Yea, with
such intense ardour did this heavenly flame burn, that he says, "I had
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than dwell in the
tents of wickedness; for a day in Thy courts is better than a
thousand" (Psa. lxxxiv. 10). Yes, verily, "God loveth the gates of
Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob" (Psa. lxxxvii. 2); and,
unless detained at home through lawful causes, or our lot is cast, in the
providence of God, where the Lord hl;\s no "candlestick" of His own
lighting and setting up, sooner or later, a. famine of soul will follow,
and the prodigal son's experience realized. On the other hand, for the
above, a precious word of comfort and consolation is left on record"The Lord gave the word; great was the company of those that
published it. . . . . . And she that tarried at home divided the spoil"
(Psa. lxviii. 11, 12). I firmly b~lieve the day is not far distant when
it will have to be said, "And few was the company that published
it," accompanied with the dew, unction, and power of the Holy Ghost,
who I verily believe is "grieved with this generation" of lukewarm
professors, on the one hand, alid a dead, lifeless, formal Christia.nity on
the other; whilst again, Rationalism, Ritualism, Roma~ism, and infidelity,
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as a mighty flood, is overflowing our guilty land, and no Spirit of the
Lord is lifted up as a standard against it; so that the prophet's words
above shall verily have their fulfilment in respect to "hearing the words
of the Lord'''-though they" wander from sea to sea, and from the
north even to the east, to seek it, they shall not find it. And in that
day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst" (Am os ...i ii.
12, 13). Then shall it be known whose candle, or lamp, possesses the
"treasure in earthen vessels," the oil of grace, so that they go not out,
but, like Israel of old, "have light in their dwellings," and" meat to
eat," and" water to drink," and "raiment to put on," the world knows
nothing of, nor all the professors therein, of whatever creed, sect, or
party. Then they that tarry at home will blessedly feast on the spoils;
in the victory a precious, crucified Lord of life and glory obtained over
sin, death, hell, and the grave. "These shall understand" the solemn
times, "when these things begin to come to p.ass," and" look up" for
that "blessed hope and glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Ohrist," to receive them into that house and home of
eternal rest our dear Lord so long ago promised all His true disciples
He went before to prepare for them.
Out of the many pleasing reminiscences during our stay in Leicester,
I mention the following. The first intimation I had, or ever entered
my thoughts, on the sacred call to the ministry, was from old Mr.
and Mrs. PRATT, both between eighty and ninety years of age, and
well known there. The latter, once seen and known, would not be
easily forgotten-a deeply-taught woman in divine things. On one of
several occasions, whilst reading the Scriptures to them, my mouth
seemed opened, and my heart enlarged, which caused her to say, iu a
marked and emphatic manner, "You will one day stand in a pulpit, to
speak in your Master's name."
Also, during this time, I spent a morning with Mr. GARRARD and
his wife, who did not, in a general way, see quite eye to eye together
in the best things. He preached in the late Mr. HARDY'S chapel.
Whilst speaking on the things of God, Mrs. GARRARD burst into tears,
Mr. GARRARD remarking, "You have done more for her heart and soul
than ever I could do."
One week evening, sitting in his chapel, and very few present, and
though I had only seen him a few times, he looked down from the
pulpit, and said, "Mr. MARTIN, will you kindly give out a hymn 1" I
felt much trembling, as I had also to strike the tune, no singers
being present. "'What shall I do 1 I, was answered from within.
"Guide me, 0 Thou great Jehovah." "That will do," thought I, "as I
know the tune." What Mr. GARRARD read or said in prayer I knew
not-all my time and thoughts were concerned about the next hymn
and tune, when "0 Zion, afflicted with wave upon wave," &c.
(G., 993), was brought into my mind. Why'or wherefore I knew not.
then; but assuredly I did as soon as the service was over. "Now,"
thought I, "we can take it easy, and hear the sermon," for I felt I
could with heart and soul conclude with, "Praise God, from whom all
blessings flow." Service over, I no sooner reached the street than a
poor woman clasped my arm, saying. "Oh, sir, that hymn was more to
me than all the sermon-' 0 Zion, afflicted,' &c. But it was the way
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you read it, that sent it with power to my soul. You knew what you
were reading about," &c.
A few days after this, I met Mr. GARRARD near the asylum, when we
had a very profitable conversation. I was reading" Dr. Everard," a work
he said he had a great desire to see republished. The result at parting
was, putting his hand on my shoulder, he said, "You will one day find
yourself in the pulpit." Thus much for a second intimation, not as from
God, but man and woman, which had not a feather's weight with me.
Here, too, at this time, I became intimately acquainted with my
dear friend and brother in Christ, Mr. THORPE SMITH, ill whose company it might be truly said-"Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth
the countenance Qf his friend;" also, (, As in water face answereth to
face, so the heart of man to man." We oat up whole nights together
in comm1lnion by and in the way, in respect to the past, present, and
future; so that, had not the morning's light beamed upon us through
the curtains, I know not when our cruse would have ceased to flow.
The servants of God we. were privilpged to hear at this time were the
Revs. ROLLFSTON, OWEN, my friend above, DE FRAINE, HAZLERIGG,
PHILPOT, and others.
(To be continued.)

A SUGGESTION.
"MANY a ray of sunshine has fallen on a dark day through the
beautiful leaflets you enclose in your letters. They always comfort me,
and I am sure God guides you in your choice. Thank you so much
for the loving thought th'tt prompts you to send them." Such were
the words in a letter recently received from a dear one who has
many "dark days," and I "thanked God and took courage," since
He had deigned to u'Je my feeble but prayerful effort to the comfort
of one of His children. This is not the only testimony I have
received to the blessing of enclosed leaflets. God has been graciously
pleased to use many; and this leads me to suggest to you, dear
re::tder, the practice, if not already commenced, of sending leaflets in
letters to friends. Do not carelessly take the first that comes to hand,
thinking any will do, but ask the Holy Spirit's direction, and then
select one specially adapted to your friend's circumstances, or frame of
mind, or trouble of soul. It need not always be a printed one.
Sometimes a copied hymn or helpful passage, evincing more considerate
affection, is more acceptable, and will be more highly valued. This
thoughtful and praye1j1tl choice will be doubly grateful to the recipient,
and will, under God's smile, reap" showers of blessing." God may not
send the answer to prayer at once; He may reserve it for the future.
In years to come, tearful eyes may scan ,( old letters," and perhaps be
sent on the way rejoicing because of "a word in seas<m" from a
precious leaflet. God has many means and simple means. He will not
"despise the day of small things," and will nut scorn the loving effort
of His children to send His messages, but will abundantly bless them,
to the comfort of sorrowers, to the orightening of lark days, to the
rousing of slumbering souls, and to the deepening of love and trust in
a dear, dear Saviour.
NETTIE.
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A PRAYER-HEARING GOD.-THE CHILDREN'S OUTING.
A PENCIL SKETCH.

-.

THE Lord is my Witness that I do earnestly desire to testify to His
praise and glory. In days like the present, when His truth is so
assailed, His Word so maligned, His rule and government so called in
question, I rejoice in instances and examples of positive proof and
unquestionable evidence that "the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth,"
and tha.t "His kingdom ruleth over all."
These annual outings are to me always a source of anxiety. Hearing,
as we so frequently do, of the so-called accidents which are of such
common occurrence, and knowing the casualties to which, under the
most ordinary circumstances, we are perpetually exposed, the fact of
having 1,100 or 1,200 children, besides teachers and friends, gathered
together upon these occasions is, in itself considered, a great weight
and responsibility. Not but what I would wiLh gratitude record the
fact that, in the five-and-twenty years during which we have had these
annual excursions, no calamity of any moment or importance has
happened. Thanks to the Lord for His great goodness and mercy in
this, as well as in ten thousand other respects.
But now, in reference to the present outing, we have had additional
concern. For nearly the whole month the weather has been in the most
unsettled state. For the last two or three weeks we have had rain,
rain, day after day, with scarcely any exception. The greater part of
yesterday, up to a late hour last night, it was a thorough downpour.
In addition to which, a storm is predicted within a day or two, .and
these predictions very rarely fail in their fulfilment. I am informed that
there were not simply hundreds, but thousands of excursionists, including
schools, herel(, yesterday, and that they were thoroughly drenched, and
presented a most wretched and pitiable appearance. In recent cases, the
children had to retain their seats in the railway carriages, till the
weather cleared towards evening. In one instance, I heard that they
ne~'e1' left the railway, but had to return as they came, their day's
pleasure being confined to travelling.
In addition to these liabilities, the present engagement had become
more anxious, prospectively, to my own mind, having read, a few days
since, of three poor boys being drowned, upon the occasion of one of
their recent annual outings. Had such a calamity occurred in anyone
of our excursions, the effect upon me would have been crushing in the
.extreme. Hence, from my inmost soul, I thank my God for His great,
great mercy in this matter.
But now I want to speak of His goodness upon the present occasion.
I was thankful to hear that, on Sunday afternoon, after the ordinary
business of the school had been closed, a large number of the children
voluntarily remained, in order to be present at the Teachers' Prayer
Meeting, when prayer was specially offered by one teacher after another,
that a favourable day might be granted on the coming Tuesday, on
account of the annual outing. Special prayer was likewise offered at
the close of the evening service in the church.
.. Weston-Super-1\'l:are.
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After the downpour of the day up to a late hour, as already stated,
Monaay night was one of intense wrestling at the mercy-seat, during
the wakefulness of the midnight hours. The Lord was specially sought;
His interposing and gracious hand earnestly entreated. His adorable
Majesty was reminded of the many hundred children, as well as the
hundreds of parents, who would be watching, to see whether or not
prayer was heard and answered. It was no merely private matter.
The very many thus interested would render the subject of a more
personal character. Much, therefore, would instrumentally hang upon
results. Good or bad conclusions would be come to. The sceptic would
scoff; the halting and undecided led the more to waver; the hearts
of the God-fearing rendered sad, by the sarcasms and the scoffing of the
prejudiced and profane. All this, and very much more, was brought
before the Lord, in these midnight pleadings. At length there was a
word given, but, it was so soft- so gentle-that one was afraid to take
it ~o one's-self, although one felt nothing could be more to the purpose.
ThIS was the word, "It shall be well."
It had not been thought of
before for a long season. Still, as I have said, sweet as it was, and
so suitable-so blessedly adapted to the circumstances-I was afraid to
venture upon it. I thought it might be a mere memory.quotation-a
something, under the combined power of Satan (transformed into an
angel of light) and one's own deceitful, treacherous heart, intended to
produce a false confidence and a mere fleshly reposing and dependence.
Hence the Lord was the more earnestly and ardently pleaded with
that there might be no false confidence, no presumptuous dependence,
no mere taking f09' granted, but that it might be a God-given word,
attended by a God-bestowed trust and dependence. After a pause, and
upon the back of these pfeadings, another word was given. It was felt
to be most suitable and very precious, but what the word was, the
first morning thoughts failed to recall. Still the Lord was pleaded
with, upon the ground of how Gideon's hesitation was borne with,
and how his request, with respect to the alternate wetting of the
fleece and the floor, was acceded to. Moreover, the Lord's wonderful
condescension and compassion was so admired' with respect to his being
sent down into the midst of the Midianitish host, just at the moment
when the one man was rehearsing his dream to another, and that
other's interpretation so entirely in Gideon's favour. What a marvellous act
was that, npon the part of our God, and yet how simple! With an admiring soul and a somewhat warmed heart, the Lord was further entreated.
Moreover, He was reminded that, notwithstanding the sceptical
character of the age, He was the same almighty and all-gracious
Being now, as when Elijah pleaded, in the hearing of Ahab and in
the presence of the false prophets of Baal, "Let it be known this day
that Thou art God in Israel, and that I am Thy servant." After
another pause, the word came, "According unto thy faith be it done
unto thee;" and, "Said I not unto thee that, if thou wouldst believe,
thou shouldst see the glory of God 1" The Lord was then told,
"Lord, I would believe, if I could. I would not doubt nor fear, if
I could help it. Faith is Thine own gift, and Thine alone. 'Lord, I
believe;' help' Thou mine unbelief.' ,I would take Thee at Thy word.
I would rest upon that sweet promise, 'It shall be well,' but I fear to
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presume. Oh, if that SO suitable a word was really of and from
Thyself, enable me -to receive it! Give me to venture upon it. Make
it a plea, that I may again present it to Thyself, and thus remind
Thee of Thy promise, according to ·Thy word, 'Put Me in remembrance; plead with Me;' 'Bring forth your strong argaments, saith the
King of J acob.' " Then, after a short pause, came the word, "0 thou
of little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt 1"
This precious word was felt to be so additionally suitable, that one
seemed as if one could almost say, without a doubt or waver, "Lord,
remember the word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused
me to hope;" "Be it unto me according to Thy word;" "I will
trust, and not be afraid."
Wakeful as I was, I felt I could not trust myself to rise and look
out upon the widely-extended prospect, to see how things appeared. I
thought that, under the circumstances, it would be yielding to the
flesh; whereas I felt that, at the present time especially, one must
seek to be under the sweet influence of fctith, in the absence of mere
sight and sense, human conclusions and creature dependencies.
At length, when, at about half-past six o'clock, the blind was drawn
up, in spite of the late downpour of the previous day, the sky was
moderately clear, and the sun shining. Upon seeing this, instantly
came the words, sweetly welling up in the heart, "Bless the Lord, 0
my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the
Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life
from destruction; who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender _
mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagle's" (Psa. ciii. 1-5).
And now, dear reader, mark the Lord's goodness, in His own sweet
establishing and confirming way-yea, my soul, do thou acknowledge,
admire, and adore!
Upon arriving at the schools, a few minules before nine, I found
nearly all in readiness to start for the station. As I had concluded,
both parents and children had been upon the watch, and many a
precious testimony came to my bearing, in the course of the dilY,
about the simple faith and child-like trust and confidence of the
little ones. " We shall have no rain, motber," one tiny child was beard
by our informant to say(. "Didn't you hear how the Doctor prayed in
churcb, on Sunday evening 1 Didn't he pray last year, too, and there
was no rain 1" The mother was about to put upon the child some
garment to protect it from rain. The child remarked, "You needn't,
mother; it will not rain."
One of tbe first whispers into my ear, as soon as I reacbed the
school-house, was, "When So-and-so [speaking of husband and wife,
tr.achers in the school] were praying this morning for fine weather,
a very little child answered, 'vVe are sure to have it fine. \Vasn't it
prayed for l' " I directly thought of the little girl who was seen
carrying bel' umbrella, after a long season of drought; and, wben asked the
reason, bel' reply was, "Hasn't tbere been a prayer-meeting to ask for rain 1"
A motber (whose dear child, of wbom sbe spake, was born after her
sainted father's deatb) stated that the child, in answer to her mother's
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expressed hope that we should have favourable weather, said, "Mamma,
something in my heart tells me that we shall have a fine day."
Thus it will be seen, from the few examples I have given, how
watchful and anxious both parents and children had been. I have not
a doubt that the instances I have named are but a very few out of
the many like examples of the child-like faith and simple trust of
such little ones, of whom it is said, "Out of the mouth of babes and.
sucklings Thou hast perfected praise."
Oh, would to God, dear reader, we had but a larger measure of
children's faith!
Led by the Bedminster band (who play admirably a number of our
precious old tunes), "Praise God, from whom all blessings flow," was
sung at the school gates, and then, with a vast multitude of spectators
looking on, in marked curiosity to see how the day would turn out, the
dear children wended their way to the station, and were conducted in
three trains to their destination.
Upon arriving at Weston-super-Mare, a shower fell; but it was so
slight that scarcely an umbrella was raised. The mere likelihood, however, of a recurrence of yesterday's weather, only led to additional importunity at the throne of grace. The Lord was again entreated to stay
the bottles of heaven, and reminded of what would be the consequences,
if it were otherwise. Blessed be God, it was the merest passing shower.
The day proved to be one of the finest that could be desired. Not much
sun; consequently, the air was the cooler and more pleasant. The
evening was cloudy; but, although it seemed that presently there would
be a downpour, of the thousands scattered upon the wide-spread sands
during the evening, I failed to see a single person withdraw, as if
expecting rain.
Dear reader, I don't think I shall easily forget my feelings, as I
gazed upon the children, whilst eeated upon the graes, taking their tea.
The band of a sudden struck up the tune called Devizes. Instantly
the mind was carried back some fifty-five years, t'o Southampton,
where, in the Baptist chapel of that town, that tune was so commonly
sung. At the pra.yer-meetings in the vestry, Dr. DRAPER (the minister)
would pitch that tune about four times out of five. My heart was,
therefore, touched indeed, as I contemplated the difference of scenethat before me now, and that of so many years gone by date. "Vhilst,
moreover, I was reminded of the inquiry, "Our fathers, where are
they ~ The prophets, do they live for ever ~" I could but rejoice in
the fact of the unchangeable character of our covenant God! How
condescending! how gracious! how faithful! how forbearing ! how allsufficient!
"Oh," I thought, "if men in general did but know Him! Had they
but grace to know themselves, and to test Him as a sin-forgiving God,
as a Guardian, a Guide, a bountiful Benefactor, Friend, and eternal
Portion, how different would be their feelings! How happy the change!
How vast the distinction!"
Dear reader, of course, at my advanced age, I think at each of these
annual gatherings, that it will be the last that I shall personally attend.
This renders me, therefore, the more desirous of speaking a final word for
my blessed Lord and Master; and I pray Him to grant that the simple
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testimony which I have just given may be owned of Him to the
stirring up, the stimulating, and encouraging of my dear fellow-sinners
to betake themselves to Him, at the mercy-seat, with all their cares,
all their anxieties, all their sins, and all their sorrows. Yea, may
the Lord the Spirit put power and importunity into His Word, so that
they may test and try Him upon the ground of His own promise,
" Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you." "Call upon Me in the day of trouble j I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." "Be careful for nothing,
but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto God; and the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your heart and mind, through
Chri~L Jeslls."
Since the foregoing was written, I have just been informed that one
of the boys, dropping a little parcel-his dinner, I presnme-got down
under the train, just as it was about to start. He must have been
killed but for the timely rescue of one of the officials connected with
the line. How thankful I am that I heard nothing of this till now!
Thus one has additional proof of the preserving goodness and mercy of
the Most High. Ah! what a terrible day yesterday would, after all,
have been, had such a calamity as the death of that boy occurred!
Accept one's feeble thanks, 0 Thou most blessed and adorable Lord!
To Thy great and holy name, ten thousand thanks and heartfelt praises
be rendered. Amen and amen.
I have since heard more particulars of the case just mentioned. The
first train had started. The second train was just backing into the
station, when one of the boys, rushing towards it before it had stopped,
in' order to secure a seat, fell ofi' the platform. Mr. JOHN ROBINSON
(the gentleman before referred to, who, through another appointment,
had ceased to be connected with the line), as the Lord mercifully
ordered it, happened. to be upon the spot, and, seeing what had occurred (at the risk of being himself thrown under the carriages by the
crowd pressing in the rear), stooped and caught the boy by the collar,
and happily succeeded in raising him from his perilous position. In
another moment or two he must have been crushed to death. The
boy's first exclamation, upon being thus raised, was, "I've lost my
dinner." The reply was, "You may be thankful you've not lost your
life."
What makes the case the more remarkable was, that Mr. ROBINSON
intended leaving the station, after seeing the first train off, in order to
fulfil another engagement; but, in spite of that intention, a something
prompted him to remain. To that "something" that poor boy's life
is instrumentally to be ascribed.
Oh, reader, shall we not, in spite of all the sneering and the scepticism
of our times, trace and acknowledge the good and gracious hand of our
God in this and a thousand other matters of detail in our every-day
life 7 But for His watchful eye and ceaseless care, what would
become of us, and what of ours 7 Dangers encompass us on every
hand; and how soon should we fall a prey to one or other of them,
but for His goodness, His loving-kindness, His mercy!
Now, in proof of what we stated, in an earlier part of this simple
2 0
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sketch, in regard to the prayers of children, we will quote the annexed
letter, just to hand. How it goes to prove the shrewdness and the
watchfulness of the little ones! Hence how well may such examples of
the simplicity of these dear children awaken increased interest and
additional solicitude upon the part of parents:Totterdown.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I feel I cannot refrain from adding a line or two,
especially after the very signal way in which the Lord has answered the
many prayers that have been offered for fine weather on Tuesday last.
All my children have been so satisfied in contemplating the treat. Their
answer to any doubt is, "We shall have fine weather, for the Doctor prays
for it, and'it is always fine." My little boy, four years of age, added to his
prayer on Monday evening, "Please God take the rain away, and give us
a fine day to-morrow, for Christ's sake;" and now he says that God heard
him. How I love to hear you speak of a God that hears and answers
prayer!
It made my heart rejoice, in the forest of Dean, * a month ago, to hear of
those grand truths which my soul loves, and I felt I must then drop a
line to you afterwards, to let you know how rejoiced I felt; but my
numerous family cares prevent my doing so, and Iso quickly fall back into
a doubting state, and the enemy says, "These things are not for you. See
how many times you have pleaded for a certain thing, and the Lord does
not answer you." But I always can reply to him, " Well, I do love to hear
of a prayer-hearing and a prayer.answering God; and He has answered
me many a time. Then why do I love these things, if I am not one of
His 1"
Time would fail me to tell you of the many, many times you have been
made the instrument of blessing to me in the pulpit. I really feel sometimes as though it is only for me ; and I do pray that the Lord will
give you, for many years, health and strength to labour for Him, and
still make you a blessing to His people.
Yours in the love of the Gospel,
J. W.

The annexed we quote from " Cheering Words" for August :LITTLE CHILDREN'S PRAYERS.
Little children serve the Lord wondrously by their prayers. Thcre are no
prayer-meetings, to my mind, more touching, or more likely to prevail, than
the prayer-meetings of little children, when they get together and cry unto the
Lord. MELANCTHON thought so, for he said to LUTHER, when he found him
down in the dumps, c, Courage, brother! The children are praying for us, and
God will hear them." Mr. WHITFIELD mentions in his diary the great encouragement that he received at Moorfields from the children. He says that he
was pelted with mud and stones, but he was greatly comforted, for a
company of little children always sat arounq the platform, and passed him
up the requests for prayer. When mud and stones fell fast about them,
they never stirred, but still kept looking ,up to the man of God, and
offering their prayers that God might help him. The Lord God will hear
children. He heareth young ravens when they cry. Will He not much more
hear the young of the~ human race 1 That perfect praise which He brings
out of their mouths He must accept, for He has Himself Plit it there. He
will accept their childish pleadings. Blessings must descend when children
pray.
• See Old Jonathan for September.
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THE POWER OF THE ,WORD.
AN intelligent woman, whom I have known many years, and who
has at different times told me of many and various troubles with
which she has had to contend-also of the early religious impressions
she received while in the country, and her devotion to the duties
she was taught to observe, in order to please God and get to heavennot liking the teaching in the church in the parish in which she lives,
went to worship at St. Luke's Church, and was often comforted under
the teaching of Dr. DOUDNEY. But her· domestic troubles, through
drink and its results, were exceedingly heavy, and she was tempted
to destroy herself. She said, "On a Sunday morning, about three years
ago, I left my house for the purpose of throwing myself off the
Suspension Bridge, Clifton. I had got as far as the fields at Ashton,
and while croEsing them, the bell of St. Luke's Church began to ring,
when I was arrested, and saw my follv. I turned round and walked
back, and went to the church, when the hymn beginning, 'I was a
wandering sheep,' was given out, which I took to be me, and I felt
it much. But when Dr. DOUDNEY gave out the text, 'I have called
thee by thy name; thou art Mine,' I felt sure it meant me. He said
many things which came home to me, and did me good. Since that
time r have been able to look up, and trust in the Lord, who only
is my salvation. I never told anyone before, though I think it would
often encourage ministers and others if they knew what the Lord did
through, them ,to His children."-:.Joumal of a BTistol MissionaTy.
[Although we have no personal knowledge of the person who related
the foregoing facts, we have every confidence in the missionary who
recorded them. We knew nothing, however, of the circumstance till we
met with it in the Annual Report of the United Bristol Mission.
There are two or three features in the case which are well worthy of
consideration, as affording such striking proof of the watchful eye and
gracious care of a covenant God. 1. That the poor woman should
have previously attended St. Luke's Church, aud had heard to profit
there. 2. That the bell of the church should be ringing at the time
of her so special trial and awful temptation. 3. That she should
recognize the particular bell, although (it being service time) others
were ringing. 4. That, it being near or quite high water, the sound
of the bell was the more readily conveyed, so that the poor woman
should hear it at more than a mile distant. 5. 'That, in a moment,
the hearing of that bell should divert her thoughts, lead to reflection
upon past seasons, and that, under the influence of the hope then and
there infu~ed-the prompting of the "Who can tell 1" so timely
imparted-she should change her course, and turn' in the direction of
the church. 6. How remarkable that the hymn, "I was a wandering
sheep," should have been sung at such a crisis in her experience, and
so suitable It text annonnced for the morning's subject!
Reader, in the' .contemplation of these preoious verities, how well may
we exclaim, "This.is. the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our
eyes"!
.
.
The case just named brought vividly before the mind one related
to us, some five-and-forty ye[LrS agn, by the late J AMES FRANCIS, a dear
2 0 :l
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old servant of the Most High. When in a state of deep poverty, and
under the continuous worry and persecution of a godless wife, he was,
upon one occasion, actually on his way to throw himself into one of
the Hampstead ponds, hard by where he then lived. But the eye of
his blessed Lord and Master was upon him-aye, and the tender sympathies of His loving heart drawn out towards him. Hence, as he was
thus wending his 'way, in bitterness and grief, and anguish unutterable,
the words, "In due time thou shalt reap, if thou faint not j in due
time thou shalt reap, if thou faint not," were whispered again and
again and again into his inmost heart and soul. He stopped-he
paused-he retraced his steps j and, to the praise and glory of his and
our blessed Lord and Master we speak it, of all the happy, privileged,
most contented old pilgrims we ever met, the venerable JAJ\1ES FRANCIS
stands first and foremost among them.
Hence, from the experiences we have just recorded-aye, and we
might mention closer and even still more familiar and personal-we
would, in all the fulness of our heart, and in all the strength and
energy of faith, say to the tried, the tempted, the sin-burdened, the
Satan-harassed, the poor, the needy, the destitute, the forlorn, the
"No hope!" crying ones, "Do thyself no harm! He is 'mighty to save,
and able to do exceeding abundantly above all we ask'-aye, or even
'think.'" Test Him, poor soul! Try Him, ye tempted, ye harassed,
ye devil-hunted-aye, and devil-haunted, too! Oh, His wondrous pity!
Oh, His marvellous compassion! Oh, His astounding goodness! Oh,
His matchless grace, His surpassing and superabounding love, as well
as infinite, almighty power!
" Oh, make but trial of His love"-

the Lord the Spirit prompt and 'enable you so to do, poor tempted
and troubled one.
" Experience shall decide
How blest are they, and only they,
Who in His love confide."

).

Yea-

\
"VE~TURE ON HIM, VE~TURE WHOLLY;

Let no other trust. intrude;
None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good."
THE EDITOR.]

MR. OECIL relates an instance of a member of his Ohurch who
had long been clerk in an opulent mercantile house in London. Often
the partners had proposed to him, and at length urgently, to enter the
firm. He had always declined. At last they applied to Mr. OECIL to
use his influence with him, saying, "We are really ashamed that a
man of his ability and high character should occupy a subordinate
position in our house." Mr. OEOIL spoke to his friend on the subject.
He replied, "My dear sir, I find the power of the world so great,
and so hard to be contended with in the divine life, that I dare not
consent to have it increased."
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THE TWENTY-SEOOND ANNUAL OLIFTON OONFERENOE.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS OHRIST,
-For the fifth time it falls to my lot, in the tender mercy of our
heavenly Father, to invite you to the annual Clifton Oonference.
The sacred duty which I am called upon to discharge suggests many
reflections. Does it not remind such of us as have enjoyed in this
place the rich privilege of communing with the Lord, and with His
gathered saints, that the "last days" are Scripturally associated with
the habit of "speaking" often cc one with another" 1 Oan we not
testify of the past twenty-one Oonferences that they were seasons of
spiritual refreshing and holy edification 1 Have we not proved the
Lord able to make the hearts of His disciples burn with divine ardour
by His opening up and application to us of the Scriptures of truth ~
And have not the lines of the beloved AUGUSTUS TOPLADY aptly found
utterance" If such the sweetness of the streams,

What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee 1 "

Cheered, then, by the remembrance of "the years of the right hand
of the Most High," let us yet again gather at Clifton in the one
blessed name of Immanuel.
Our ranks have been called to yield up several precious ones since
we met last October, and their living voices will be heard in our
midst below no more. Prominent in the list of those whom the Lord
thus emancipated from the toils and trials of the pilgrimage stawls
the name of our ever-revered brother, the Rev. THOMAS OURME, who,
until last year, presided over the afternoon Bible nadings with almost
unint.errupted regularity f.rom the formation of the Oonference by the
Rev. SAlVIUEL ABRAHAM WALKER, whose name we shall cherish with
the most affectionate regard as long as we ourselves survive. .
The subjects chosen for consideration this year have been prayerfully designed, not only to promote edification in the Word· of our
God, but also to evoke such testimony as may serve to supply the
Church with definite principles of action in these last perilous days.
Prophecy, doctrine, precept, practice, and example, are all involved in
the elucidation of the three coherent topics set down at the end of
this paper. The passages of Holy Scripture there presented to those
attending the Oonference, while, of course, they are not intended to
represent an exhaustive view of the profound truths upon which we
shall confer, are yet earnestly commended for special preparatory study,
in the hope that speakers and hearers, having both been led to identical
portions of the inspired '\Vord, will find themselves more entirely of
one heart and one mind in our daily gatherings.
.
In accordance with the express desire of the majority of those who
attended last year's Oonference, a third morning session has been added.
The Conference sittings will, therefore, be closed, God willing, on
Thursday morning, October 9th, at one o'clock, instead of on tho
Wednesday evening, as heretofore. It is hoped that, by this arrangement, several additional addresses from esteemed brethren will be secured,
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while a third branch of the selected subject will be considered, and
many Christian friends who in past years were un'lble to attend the
morning Communion and sermon will enjoy the privilege, as they will
this year be transferred to the evening. These few. changes in the
arrangements are, of course, capable of being' modified, .should it be
found by experience that they have not realized our expectations.
The single desire of my heart is, to promote the comfort and spiritual
welfare of those Christian friends who kindly respond to my invitation.
I am, in sincerity and truth, the servant of all, for Christ's sake.
His glory is my highest object. Surely the blcssing of our God will
not be withheld. Our heavenly Father knows the perils which surround His little flock in these difficult times-the abounding evils in
the visible Church-the shameless blasphemy of the "men of this
world "-the- oppositions of science, falsely so-called-the Antichristian
usurpations of the offices and prerogatives of His beloved Son-the
proud boasts of unsanctified intellect-and that spirit of lawlessness
which threatens the overthrow of everything short of the kingdom
which" cannot be moved." Nor is He unmindful of those" exceeding
great and precious promises" whose application to these apostate times
isa ble~sed 'confidence gra~iously left to His Church. As the darkness
of. human. ignorance deepens, and "the fa~th of God's elect" sheds
but a dim ray upon the surrounding gloom, that "more sure vV ord of
prophecy," whereunto' we do well to take heed "as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place," serves to confirm a Spirit-begotten "hope,"
and. to inspire a willingness to wait throughout the. .remaining hours
of the night for the dawn of; the cloudless morning, and the uprising
of the eternal Sun of Righteousness.
The day is surely coming when the Lord will vindicate the calm,
"Blessed is that
quiet, . patient waiting of His faithful servants.
servant whom the' Lord,. when He cometh, shall find watching." May
our forthcoming ·Conference -prove to many a waiting soul ~I). anteJfast of the heavenly feast,' the marriage supper of the Lamb,' ,vhile
the anointing Spirit Himself powerfully brings every thought into
subjection to the Wora of divine grace, and causes us to testify, in
th~ words of the bride, when exalting her adorable Head and Husband
-".Because of the savour of Thy good ointments, Thy name is as
ointment poured forth;" and, reciprocally, "while the King sitteth at
His table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof."
'. We shall meet, then, if the Lord permit, at the Victoria Rooms, as
follows:- ,
.
." iTtiesday', October 7th, at eleven and seven; subject, "THE PROPHETICAL SIGNS OF THE LAST DAYS OF THIS DISPENSATION VIEWED IN
RELATION TO THE' CHARACTERISTICS OF THE . PRESENT PERILOUS
TIMES." (See 1 Tim. .iv. 1--6; 2 Tim. iii. 1-9; 2 Peter i. 19, to ii. 1
e.-:.:.:3; iiL 2-7; 1 Johnii. 18-20; Jude 17-19; Matt. xxiv.; Rev. ii.
and iii.)
Wednesday, October 8th, at eleven and seven; subject, "THE ATTITUDE, RESPONSIBILITY, AND TESTIMONY OF THE CHURCH OF GOD WITH
REFERENCE TO THE LAST DAYS OF THE PRESENT DISPENSATION."
(See Matt. xxiv. 42-47; Col. ii. 16-23; 1 Thess. v. 1-11; 2 Thess.
ii. 11-17; 1 Tim. iv. 6-16; 2 Tim. iii. 13-17; iv. 1-5; Eph.
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vi. 10-20; 2 Peter iii. 17, 18; 1 John ii. 26-29; 2 John; Jude 2025; Rev. xii. 11, 12.) ,
,
.
Thursday, October 9th, at eleven; subject, "THE GLORIOUS HOPE
OF THE CHL'"RCH OF GOD AS THE END OF THE PRESENT AGE DRAWS
NIGH." (See Joel iii. Hi; Rom. viii. 24, 25; xv. 4, 13; Eph. i. 18;
iv. 4; Col. i. 3-5, 23, 27; 1 Tim. i. 1; Titus ii. 13, 14; iii. 7; Heb.
vi. 11-20; 1 Peter i. 3-5; 1 John iii. 3.)
At seven o'clock on Thursday evening, a special service (Lord's
Supper) will' be held, and. the Conference' sermon will be preached at
St. James's (Memorial) Church, Victoria Square (by the kind permission of the Rev. HENRY BARNE).·
.
Hospitality, dear brethren, will, as heretofon, be provided for those
who kindly signify to me, or to Miss WOOLLCOMBE, 10, York Place,
Clifton, on or before Saturday, September 20th, their intention to be
present at the Conference, and their need' of accommodation during
their stay.
I am, with much love in the Lord, ever yours to serve, for His
sake,
14, ATlington Villas, Clijton, Bristol.
JAlIlES ORlIUSTON,
Rector of St. Mary-lc-Port, Bristol.

NOTE.-The afternoon intervals (three to five) between the meetings
on Tuesday and Wednesday will be devoted to prayer-meetings, Bible
readings, home and foreign missionary addresses, &c.
An early morning prayer-meeting, at seven a.m., will be held at the
Victoria .Rooms on each of the three days of the Conference.

"WHERE HAST THOU' GLEANED TO:DAY ~ "
JOB disclaims the thought of having" eaten my morsel myself alone,"
nor should those for whom our heavenly Kinsman lets fall "handfuls
of' purpose" forget to give a share to others, after they are sufficed, as
Ruth did (Ruth ii. 18). Thus, "as iron sharpeneth iron, so a man the
countenance of his friend," did a brother in the Lord, while spending
an hour's interval of travel, cause the heart to .burn within, and resolve
to hand to others what he mentioned as a new thought, brought to
his own mind while reading of good old Simeon, that he inaugurated
the new dispensation of priests, "a royal priesthood" (1 Peter ii. 9);
for, as the Levitical priests took in their hands the sweet savour
offerings, and presented them to God, so did he take up in his arms
a whole Christ, the "sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour;"
and, when he had blessed God first, he blessed those around, even as
he spoke to them of fellowship with His sUfferings, because they
should also partake of the glory that should follow.
Oh, to be of that priesthood who bless a covenant God for "His
unspeakable gift," and hold Him forth to others as the all-attractive
cynosure; for, a'! the same brother observed, "If Christ have His right
place, all other things will take theirs."
MARY.
. Leicester.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS'· FRIEND SOCIETY.
A WORD TO OUR READF.RS.

BELOVED READERs,-We have long been the subject of a most
ardent desire, in regard to the ministry of the Word. That de.sire,
for very many years past, has been, that we might some day be permItted
and privileged of the Lord to lift up our feeble voice in His great and
glorious name, in the church of St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street,
London.
That church has been among our most sacred memories, first, because
of the word spoken hard by it, five-and-forty years ago, under one of
the severest trials with which the Lord ever saw fit to visit us;
secondly, because that church is so closely identified with the labours of
the blessed JOHN NEWTON j thirdly, because the equally-blessed WILLIAlII
NUNN, of Manchester, towards the end of his life, once occupied the
pulpit of that church, and the printing of whose memoir, subsequently,
was attended with an influence and a power upon one's heart so
sacred, in regard to the ministry, as no after-period, with all its many
changes and vicissitudes, has ever obliterated.
What,· moreover, we personally felt, when standing and proclaiming
"the truth as it is in Jesus," in dear Mr. NUNN's pulpit in Manchester,
years after he had been called to his rest, no language of ours can
express. In a word, if, in t'be house and in the service of the Most
l;:Iigh, we ever felt the force of the patriarch's exclamation, "This is
none other than the house of God and the very gate of heaven," it was
then.
When, some time since, we were asked by the Secretary of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, to preach in London on its behalf, our reply
was to this effect, "If yOll can procure the pulpit of St. Mary
W oolnoth, the Lord being our Helper, we will comply with your
wishes."
The Rector wa~, in consequence, applied to, and, after an
inten'iew with him upon the part of our friend, Mr. COLLINGRIDGE,
annexed is his courteous reply, and for which we here tender him our
warmest and most grateful thanks:" Vest1'y of St. Ma1'Y Woolnoth and St. Mar'lj Woolchurch Haw,
,
"Lombard Street, E.e.,
"August 12th, 18::;4.
cC My DEAR MR. COLLINGRIDGE,-Many thanks for your kind letter.
"My church will be closed, after next Sunday, for cleaning and repainting, which I snppose will take about a month- perhaps a little
more.
"Almost any week evening after the middle of October, St. Mary's
will be at your service, if you will kindly let me know the day you
"Always most truly yours,
select.
"J. M. S. BROOKE,"

In a simple dependence, therefore, upon the Lord for wisdom, grace,
and strength to be vouchsafed to us, we have ventured to fix vVednesday
evening, October 22nd, as the time that one's heart has so long desired
for standing upon so sacred a spot. • That date will just be a forte
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night over the six-and-twenty years since we were first called to our
present sphere of labour.
At our. advanced years, and with the continuous and uninterrupted
parochial, ministerial, and editorial pressure upon us, our readers can
readily imagine our sense of need of divine help and sustaining strength
for such an engagement, the more especially when we state that
the occnpation of any pulpit, except our own, is always attended
with reluctance and special effort. In this case, however, we feel a
sacred necessity is laid upon us, and we trust-nay, we feel assuredthat we shall have the prayers of our readers on our behalf, that we
may be enabled, upon the forthcoming occasion, to go "in the fulness
of the blessing of the Gospel of Ohrist." God, of His great mercy,
grant it, for His blessed name's sake. Amen and amen.
THE EDITOR.
EXTRAOTS FROM LETTERS.
"July 25th, 1884.
"THE Lord's goodness is very great. Oh, that our love and gratitude
may be great! I do trust that' the outcome of our sore afflictions may
be to the glory of His name. It is when we cannot realize His love and
goodness that all is so dark and dismal. How many of God's people
are groaning under His mighty hand; but how much better so than to
have the hea~t in the poor vain world! The groaning will continue
till Jesus comes, and then for ever be done away. . ' Blessed hope-the
glorious appearing!' How utterly unworthy I feel to meet Him, but
He is worthy! "-C. R. C.
"July 15th, 1884.
"I try to be content and live by the day, knowing that the
Lord has all things in His hand, and that 'nothing is too hard' for
Him. He sent none unhealed away in the days of His flesh, and He
can heal my dear husband now, if consistent with His will; and, if
not, He can guide and direct our steps. Oh, that it may only prove
'it right way to a city of habitation'!
"Ve k now that the right way
must be a tribulated one j but oh, our evil n"tures so kick ami rebel,
if left to ourselves! "-A. T.
THE PROMISES OF GOD.
(JOSHUA

xxiii. 14.)

PRECIOUS

promises divine,
As the Christian's portion shine;
Great and good and full and free,
All his heritage shall be;
And, though small his earthly store,
Having these, what needs he more 'I

Life eternal, endless bliss,
Can there be a hope like this?
Yet the promise stands most sure,
Of this life that shall endure;
And the gift may each one claim,
Through the great Redeemer's name.

As through life he journeys on,
Angels' food he feeds upon;
Promises for all the way
Are his daily strength and stay;
Myriads have on them fed,
And been filled and comforted.

Are they mine? 'What thanks I owe
To the God who made them so !
Oft though doubts and fears prevailed,
Not one word hath ever fatled ;
Let me, then, more simply rest
In their fulness, and be bles'.

,
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THE DROUGHT IN AUSTRALIA.
To the Editor of the Gospel Mngazine.

.DEAR SIR,-We were very much pained on reading the sad account
of the drought in New South Wales, Australia, in the July number
of your Magazine, and we prayed earnestly to our God that He would
speedily send them rain to water the earth, and give drink to His poor
dying creatures. We also requested a clergyman in the north of London
to take special notice of the same at his monthly prayer-meeting, after
the Sabbath evening service, which he kindly responded to last Sabbath
evening.
I believe these prayers were heard by our heavenly Father, and have
been answered; and, should ·you have any further intelligence respecting them, we shall -be glad if you will insert it in yoqr Magazine, that
we may rejoice with them; and we trust the affliction and deliverance
wilL be sanctified to' the good of immortal souls, to the glory of our,
Triune God.
I am, dear sir, yours truly,
London, August 6th, 1884.
L. A. B.
In reply to our correspondent, we may state that our son writes,
under date June 6th, 1884:" We have had a terrible time, owing to the drought; and, I regret
to say, it is not over yet. The country is completely paralyzed. Work
of all description is at a stand-still, and goodness knows what will be
the end.
"The weather is very cold. We often have frosts, but there is not
one single blade of grass. ' The flocks at the different stations are
frightfully decimated; and, if raiq comes now, the sheep will, die by
thousands, too weak to stand the wet and the subsequent cold."
Again, under date June 13th, our son writes:"I reached this place yesterday evening from W yradyce, by mailcoach, after a very tiresome and unpleasant journey, over heavy roads,
and with continual rain.
,~ The severe drought I spoke of in my former letter is, I am thankful
to say, over to a certain extent. The probabilities are, that we shall
experience a good spring. The present weather indications point to
that event. ' But it will require years to enable the country to recover
the losses of the past four years.
"It makes me feel so sad to think that I can go no further than
Sydney-to know that the trip to England must again be postponed.
However, my duty is clear, and I must bear up against the disappointment. I can only trust that, when the time comes, and I do return,
the pleasure will be all the greater. I not only cannot go home just
now, but am unable to fix a date when I can go, as the drought has
put us so far back.
'
"What a study patience is! what a life-long study!
"This place is six miles from the railway station. The sight of the

I
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trains appeared to me quite novel yesterday. I haven't seen a railway
for nine months. The journey from here to Sydney is very easy-only
360 miles, for which I am thankful. Coach travelling is an abomination out here.
"Fourteen years since I last saw you! Surely I have been away
long enough, Things must turn, so that I can return again. Fourteen
years spent, without fourteen days of real, unaUoyed pleasure,"
[Ah! my son, such is life! It's only the old lesson, repeated ten
thousand times ten thousand over and over again, which resulted in
the endorsement by the wise man, "This also is vanity!"
In your varied and trying experiences yoq have seen, in the case
of others, as well as having personally proved, by this acknowledged
absence of "real, unalloyed pleasure," the so-to-speak reality of the
unrealities of life!
That is, go where you will, and meet with
whom or what you may, the so-called pleasures, attainments, or
achievements of this world are farcical in the extreme-the merest
baubles-bubbles that may burst at any moment, and leave the
pleasure-seeker, the money-grasper, the man of name and fame, a
poor, miserable, dissatisfied creature, utterly defeated and absolutely
disappointed, as far as the attainment of satisfaction is cOllcerned" What is the world, with all its store 1
'Tis but a bitter sweet;
When I attempt to pluck the rose,
A pricking thorn I meet,
" Here perfect bliss can ne'er be found;
The honey's mixed with gall;
'Midst changing scenes and dying friends,
Be Thou my All in alL"
Well do I remember visiting a young man, upon his sick-bed-one
of the first' married in St, Luke's Church-who said, an hour or two
befOre he passed away.
" This world's a farce, an empty show,
But the bright world to which I go
Hath joys substantial and sincere;
When shall I wake and find me there 'I "

I recollect, moreover, your dear brother E--, when speaking to
your long-glorified mother of the boasted pleasures of life, saying, "It's
all rotten, ·mamma !" Aye, and such is the fact, and I challenge any to
deny it.
Ah! my dear son, it is only the Lord Himself can fill the blank
which exists in every human breast, It is He, and He alone, can
give us personally to understand· that great and glorious secret, "0
Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the
Lord," I never met with the man yet who could say of any creature
position or human attainment, "I am content. I have all I want.
Here would I stay," On the contrary, by long and careful observation;
I have seen that the more a man has, the less satisfied he is, and the
more he wants. It is not the man of the world, but only the man
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of God, that can truthfully declare, "I have all, and abound." The
Apostle Paul likewise testified, "I have learned, in whatsoever state
I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and
I know how to abound: everywhere and in all things I am instructed
both to be full' and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need"
(PhiL iv. 11, 12). At whatever cost or human privation such lessons
are learnt, the temporal losers are spiritual gainers. They sacrifice,
the vain and the fleeting for the substantial and eternal.
The Lord, of His great mercy, instruct you, my dear son, in these
sacred mysteries. That He may make you and all my loved ones
partakers of His grace here and His glory hereafter is the ceaseless
prayer of your old but loving
FATHER.]

,

I

, .,
<i

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

1'0 the. EditoT of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FRIEND,-I should be glad if friends would kindly send in
their collecting cards and subscription to the Mission, as also any
further help to circulate" Credentials, Call, and Claims." The Lord has
certainly done great and marvellous things during another twe~ ve
months. We are again busy collecting fresh matter for the forthcommg
eleventh annual report and audited balance sheet. The steady growth
of this movement has been an encouraging feature from the beginning,
in 1873, and we are asking the Lord that the first year of its second
decade may be no exception to this pleasing state of things. In a work
of this kind, which receives, turns over, and sends away to all parts
of the world, tons weight of reading every year, besides the printing
of very large quantities of tracts for every-day use, it will be
imagined that my whole time and energies are taxed to the utmost.
We mention these things in no boasting spirit, but to draw out the
support and prayers 'of the Lord's family in our behalf, which we
feel very much to need at this present moment, when bodily ailments
and nervous exhaustion have brought us in a low place.
The following letter, which came to hand this morning, from a
Christian brother, who spends' his whole time among the troops in
a lar6e garrison and seaport town, will be read with interest:"I have received the magazines, 'Home,' &c., and thank you and
the friends who help in this good cause. I also thank you very
much for the box of reading which I received on Thursday. I pray
that the Lord may bless it to His people. I am still encouraged
with expressions of thankfulness from those who feel their need of
comfort. May the Lord bless your efforts in this good cause, and
awaken those of His people who can help, to the necessity of
supplying truth, and to prayerfully use every means to stem the
flood of error which abounds, and would" if possible, 'deceive the
very elect.'''
My address is, Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
August 4th,1884.
CHARLFS BiUDER.
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ANOTHER WORD FOR "MARY,"

OF LEICESTER.

To the Editor of the Gospel ll1agazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I am much obliged for your remarks in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE of August.
I would beg leave to say that, regarding my sister" MARY," of
Leicester, I have no more doubt of her being a lineal descendant of
the Lord of hosts, than I have of my own existence. My mind ,vas
not thinking of her pedigree, but her orthodoxy.
Since I wrote to you, I have again looked at "MARY'S" paper, and
caught sight of several things. She says, "Some portion of the Worc1
of God, not somebody's hymn or verse." When the soul is before the
Lord, brought by the Holy Ghost, it has no method of its own to
suggest, to say what is communion, whether it be a text of Scripture,
or the verse of a hymn. He asks a blessing, and obtains it. ""l\lARY"
tells me to be sure that it always is His 'Vord. When you have
communion with Him, He is the Word-that part of the Deity that
"'as made manifest, the eternal Son of God, the Uncreated. The Father
has made known His will to the Church through Him. But perhaps
"MARY" means what is written in the Books of the Old and New
Testament.
"Don't do all the talking," " MARY" says. When the soul is before
the Lord, it wraps itself in its mantle, and feels itself a guilty, needy,
helpless, undone sinner-a naked, helpless beggar, come to a graci,JUs
Saviour-a weak, guilty, and helpless worm, feeling, without Him in
whom all fulness dwells, there is no rest, nor hope, nor salvation.
"MARY" says, "Ask Him to settle the point." About sixty years
ago He settled this point for me. I have no more doubt than that 1
exist, and yet I have had ten thousand doubts since. " MARY" will
conclude it is because I am too fond of hymns. How many there are
without a clear view of their title among us! If" MARY" could settle
this matter for the Church, and persuade all the doubters, and give
them a full assurance of faith, the living in ,T erusalem would crown
her with many crowns.
I took' a third look at the paper. Since I wrote a part of this, it
brought to my mind a sermon that my father heard, many years
since, from, "If we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.'"
My father had lost a son. He thought his minister meant the sermon
for him. One of the deacons called on him who had lost by speculating £25,000. He thought the sermon was meant for him. He said
he had just met a lady who thought the sermon was meant for her,
so the deacon concluded that it must have been a good one, as it
seemed to fit them all. I don't know that this tale is to the point.
I was reminded of it by my looking three times at "MARY'S" paper.
" MARY" is an original. I have always thought so. AnDISON says,
cC The talented are like a well-kept garden.
The plants are all of one
height, the whole well kept, and in perfect order. But genius is like
those forest trees that, the moment you catch sight of them, they
astonish you, and cause wonder."
In conclusion, I remain, yours faithfully,
G1Yweseltd, Atlgust, 1884.
ISAAC POLLEY.
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THE LATE DR. PUSEY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Allow me to thank you for directing attention, in the
current number of your GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to the article on Dr. PUSEY
that appeared in The Sword and Tl'owel for July.
Myself a Baptist minister, I read that wretched article with feelings
of amazement, sorrow, and indignation. Whilst not agreeing with
many of Mr. SPURGEON'S views, I have always regarded him as an
outspoken and determined opponent of the bastard Romanism associated with the name of PUS~Y. If your faithful and affectionate
remarks, which express the very feelings of my soul, do not produce
a public confession of the error of that paper, I shall fear that a
spurious charity has ensnared the Editor's mind.
Praying that our great covenant Head and endeared Lord may
spare you yet for many years to defend and expound His precious
truth, in this time of defection and desertion, and wishing for you a
rich supply of the blessed Spirit, in all His various gifts and graces,
I remain, yours faithfully in Jesus,
Gwildford, August 7th, 1884.
E. M.
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Selections from Letters on Spiritual Subjects, addressed to Relatives and
Friends. ~y Mrs. ANNE DUTTON. Compiled by JAMES KNIGHT.
London: John Gadsby. Southport: James Knight.
THE name of ANNE DUTTON is quite a household word among a large
number of Christian famili.es. One taught of God as she was, and
labouring as she did in His great and glorious cause, cannot but be
held in the highest esteem and regard by such as are taught in the
same school, and brought feelingly to know the plague of their own
hearts, and their ceaseless and ever-continuous need of the wisdom,
grace, strength, patience, long-suffering, and forbearance of Jesus, Such
poor and needy ones will sip many a refreshing draught from these
rills of the fountain of living waters.
The compiler of the book before us says, "Nearly forty years have
passed away since an abridged edition of ANNE DUTTON'S Memoir (by
the late JOHN A. JONES) came under my notice; and from that time
to the present a kind Providence has put into my hands upwards of
twenty volumes of her original works." In a note appended to one
of the letters, where she says, "The Lord has sweetly wooed and won
my heart with His love, and set me to work again when weak nature
has craved rest," the compiler states that "she used to write sixteen
and eighteen hours a day, and regret the time taken up with ,sleeping
and eating." Her tombstone bears the following record:"Her life was spent in promoting the cause of God and truth;
and, after exercise of singular patience and resignation to the will of
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God under her last severe aflliction, * as a shock of corn fully ripe,
she finished her course with joy, on the 18th November, 1765, aged
seventy-three Y8ars."
Speaking of Mrs. DUTTO~'S writings, one of our correspondents (Miss
M. J. MONK) says, "Here is a feast for souls that desire to feed on
Christ, to have His glories opened out before them, and the riches of
divine grace, in all their fulness and freeness, set forth. Here, too, is
food for the lambs of the flock, comfort for the sorrowing, and encouragement for the weak and trembling ones."
It is to be regretted that so valuable a compilation should have
been published without an index. The reader's attention being thus
at once directed to certain states or conditions of experience would,
doubtless, prove to be of essential service, where time for reading and
research is limited.

For.ce's Book of JItlartyTS: a Complete and Accumte Account of the ]jives,
Sufferings, and Triumphant Deaths of the P1'imitive and Protestant JJlm·tyrs,
in all parts of the World. New Edition, Illustrated. London: Morgan
and Scott.
WE could wish that copies of this well-known and highly-important
work were, at the present juncture, to be found, not only in every
public, parochial, or school library, but in every Protestant household
through the length and breadth of Christendom. In these treacherous
and delusive days, our children ought to be made acquainted with a
system which, boasting of its infallibility and unchangeableness, has in
past ages condemned to the most cruel and ignominious of deaths
millions upon millions of our poor fellow-creatures. And such is the
character of Popery that, when once she recovers that dominion towards
which she is directing all her crafty and insinuating powers, she
will (unless divine authority interpose) again vent her long-suppressed
spleen in deeds of blood. But (blessed be God!) her ultimate aI).d
utter destruction must come, for the Word of the living God most
unmistakably declares that" her plagues shall come in one day, death,
and mourning, and famine j and she shall be utterly burne£! with
fire: for strong is the Lord God that judgeth her" (Rev. xviii. 8).
The present edition is well illustrated, conveniently indexed, and
makes a noble volume of upwards of a thousand pages. We can but
earnestly recommend it to the attention and support of our, readers.
Who Can Tell? or, A Few Words about One of Christ's Little Ones. A
True Narrative. By" re B." Leicester: H. W. Batty and Co.
IT bears the u~doubted impress of truth in its every page, and proves
to a demonstration indeed the need and the satisfaction of setting
before children the real condition of all by nature and by practice,
leaving it for the Holy Ghost to apply His own truth when, where,
and to whom He will. Unlikely and improbable as it may appear to
the creature, yet the Lord is at no loss for power and ability so to
open the mind, enlighten the understanding, and prepare the heart, as
;. The loss of .her husband (the Rev. BENJAMIN DUTTON), who met with a watery
grave by the foundering of the vessel on his return from America, in 1748, iu the
fifty-seventh year of his age.
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to enable even "babes and sucklings'" to perceive and to receive "the
truth .as it is in Jesus," in ,all its simplicity, preciousness, 'and power.
The narrative before us is a sweet and encouraging example of this;
hence it may well· stimulate and strengthen parents to pray on, to teach
on-in spite of all appearances and discouragements, to "sow beside all
'waters," not knowing how soon the preciou's grain may take roo~,
spring up, and bear fruit, "to the praise of the glory of His grace."

They Can't Keep Him In. By" K. B." London: W. Wileman.
A STRIKING tract,' founded upon the fact of a boy being about to be
detained in prison beyond the allotted period. The incident furnished
the writer with some precious thoughts upon the finished work of the
great Surety, in consequence of whose Substitutiollary work, His
redeemed ones cannot be retained as captives, for, as TOPLADY has
well said-

)
\

"

" Payment God cannot twice" demandFirst·at my bleeding Surety's hand,
. And then (igain at mine."

" If the Son make you free, then are ye free indeed."
rl'.
. . "
.'
I'
.
A't Mercy's Door. A,Brief Account of JOHN WILLIAM SLADE, who Died
; August 9th, 1883,> Aged Ten Years. By EBENEZER WILMSHURST.
. London: ,Wo Wileman.
THIS precious example of the power of free and sovereign grace ouglit
to be circulated among the young by thousands, and may well encourage teachers to persevere in their arduous and self-denying work,
th,e -Lord-,having promised that" His Word shall not return unto Him
void, but that it shall accomplish that which He pleases, and that it
shall prosper in the thing whereunto He has sent it."

..

>

Has He Ever Told Yo~? By" K. R" London: W. Wileman.
A QUESTION pointedly, put, to a Sunday-school teacher, in. response 'to
his urging upon' his class the need ana ,nature of the Spirit's work
upon the heart. Happily the teacher was enabled to answer the little
anxious inquirer in the affirmative; The tract before us is. fraught with
suggestions of vast moment.
'
.WHAT conviction have you ever got of your natural atheism, and of
your, being without God, or atheists, as all by. nature are ~ (Eph. ii. 12.)
· If y'ou never thought yourself as an atheist,' nor saw that you were
without God, it seems that you .are without God to this clay, and
· without love to Him i for, since all, by nature, are without God, and
have lost God, how can they love Him till they have found Him out
· whom they have 'lost ~ And surely they never found Him, who never
saw that theyhacllost Him. The true God is the God whom we
have lost i whose knowledge we have lost iwhose image we have
, lost i whose favorir 'we have lost..:....and,· therefore, if the God whom
you. pretend to love be a God you think you never lost, and so never
saw yourself to be without Him, it is -not the true God that you
love. Vou are but· an atheist still, having ~ever seen yourself to be
so, and to be without God.-Erskine.
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