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BELOVED, in our last we expressed the wish to be instrumental in
reminding the dear children of God of what He had been toward
them and what He had done for them. The all-absorbing nature
of present trials or personal sorrows does, alas! so tend to eclipse
the remembrance of the past, in regard to the marvellous mercies
and wondrous deliverances with which that past has been identified.
But for our sad, sad forgetfulness, we should see how, not merely
here and there, but day by day, week after week, month sllcceedling month, and year upon year, there had been the same changeless, continuous, ceaseless line of goodness and mercy, favour upon
favour, deliverance after deliverance~ No cessation, no interruption, no failure of the succour, support, sustaining and delivering
mercy, goodness, and love, of which, as poor, helpless, guilty ainners,
we have stood in need.
Here we take our stand. Upon this we insist. For this great
and glorious fact, in regard to our God and His gracious leadings
and dealings, we contend; and, the Holy Ghost being still our
Sustainer, Leader, and Guide, we will contend till we draw our
last breath!
Beloved, in our natural sensitiveness, we were terribly cast down,
the other day-and perhaps we feel these things the more now
that we are silenced, in regard to our precious pulpit privileges.
,peaking of our last book, "LED AND FED," a certain minister
said to a dear relative of ours "what a depressing book he had
found it." "What!" said we to ourselves, " was this the effect of
the book by which we had sought and intended to glorify our
gracious God and Lord, in the setting forth His patience, His forbearance, His mercy, His long-suffering, His marvellous goodness,
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and love, and power ? Was it in order to depl'ess and discouragG
our poor fellow-sinners that we ventureil to give an insight into
the depths-the cares, the anxieties, the doubts, the fears, the
misgivings, on the one hand; the hopes, the upliftings, the assur:lllces, the manifestations and love-tokens with which we had been
favoured and indulged, on the other hand?" God is our Witness
that to depress and discourage our poor fellow-sinners, our wilderness companions, the strangers and pilgrims through this vale of
tears, is farthest from our thoughts. We recoil at the veriest idea
of being in the leastwise instrumental in wounding or raising a
needless anxious thought in the mind of a dear child of God.
Even long before we knew our own personal standing in the
Beloved, the fortieth of Isaiah was our favourite chapter of all
the sacred Word. 1,V-e have loved from our very childhood the
"Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God. Speak ye
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare is
accomplished, that her iniquity is par~oned; for she hath received
of the Lord's hand double for all her sins."
Hence, if we have dC]J7<cssed and discouraged, we have failed in
our mission; we have been frustrated in our efforts; we have
missed our aim. Our purpose and intention has, like a doctor,
been to examine our patient, to search into the character aud workings of the malady; like an advocate, to put ourselves in possession of the various bearings of the case for which we have to plead;
like a loving and devoted attendant, to watch the changes in tbe
patient, and see the operations of this medicine and the other appliance. To attain these different ends, we have from time to time,
as it were, subjected ourselves to this self-scrutiny, this personal
search, this heart-investigation, in order the more pointedlyspecially-undoubtedly to set forth the wisdom, the guidance, the
leading, the teaching, the l!-'atherhood, the Brotherhood, the goodness, the forbearance, the long-suffering, the loving-kindness, the
faithfulness, the all-sufficiency of our God in covenant, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. If we have failed to do this, we have fallen
short in our intentions; and, in distressing and discouraging our
readers, our feeble efforts have resulted in the very opposite of our
ardent desires and fervent wishes.
Oh, no, a thousand times no, that we should have the veriest
thought of causing sorrow or needless anxiety upon the part of a
The rather
poor, self-condemned, Ohrist-seeking fellow-sinl10r!
woultl we, ten thousand times! "speak comfortably" to the heart of
such. From the pages of our own little history we would draw
argument and. proof and example of what our gracious God and
Father is, and does, in regard to His poor, wayward, helpless, ill:md-hell-deserving ones. We would, to the best of our feeble
ability, show forth His pity, His tenderness, His marvellous love
and wondrous compassion. Oh, what a forgiving God He is!
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How astounding is His long-suffering! Such infinite patience is
His! Such boundless loving-kindness! Years and years ago we
had not the slightest thought, or the veriest idea, that we should
be such paupers upon His bounty, such dependents upon His goodness, such a tax upon His forbearance, such tests of His love, such
It proof of His long-suffering, such unquestionable evidence of His
power and all-sufficiency, as the last sixty-two years (since we were
first brought experimentally to know Him) have proved us to be.
Sure we are that, were the unprejudiced worldling to know all the
ins and outs of our case, he would say, and justly too, "Is this
thy kindness to thy Friend? J> " Does such a Being deserve to be
treated as you treat Him, in your forgetfulness, your ingratitude,
your distrust, and your calling in question the little future, unknown as the details of that little future may be, after all He
has heen, and all He has done, in the past, long and varied as
that past may be?"
Ah! friend, you m3,y well ask the question; and, moreover, we
readily fall under the reproach. It is thus and thus we have personally, experimentally, beyond all doubt or question, proved the
tmth of the testimony concerning our God, namely, that He in
very deed is "the LORD, the LORD GOD, merciful and gracious,
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth; keeping
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin."
Moreover, the knowledge of ourselves, as little by little revealed
to us, amid all the changes of our little and variable life, compels
us honestly to acknowledge the truth of tbe words of the Prophet,
" We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for
we bave sinned. against the Lord our God, we and our fathers,
from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the
voice of the Lord our God" (Jer. iii. 25). At the same time, we
would venture to adopt the words of the Apostle Paul-" For
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 16).
Oh, that we might be instrumental in encouraging our poor
fellow-sinners, who may not as ;vet personally know the Lord, nor
have as yet tested and proved Him, to betake themselves to Him,
and seek for themselves a knowledge of what He is, in His condescension, His love, His goodness, His mercy, His delight to receive
the guilty, the helpless, the lost, the undon':). Poor fellow-sinner,
He does-He does indeed-mean what He says-" Seek ye the
Lord while He may be found; call ye upon Him while He is
near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his ,
thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.
li'or My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
}'fy ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than
2 M2
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the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways. and My
thoughts than your thoughts" (Isa. Iv. 6-9). Oh, those are
wonderful words, "abundantly pardon," or, as it is rendered in
the margin, "multiply to pardon" ; that is, He will pardon again
and again and again-yea, each day and every hour-aye, and
every moment, too. In one place He is called-as well He may
be-the "God of pardons." Now, that just suits the condition
of those to whom Moses spake-and his testimony is one of universal application. "Remember, and forget not," said he, "how
thou provokedst the Lord thy God to wrath in the wilderness:
from the day that thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt,
until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the
Lord" (Deut. ix. 7). How this accords with Numbers xiv. 1719-" And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be
great, according as Thou hast spoken, saying, The Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression,
and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.
Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this people according unto
the greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people,
from Egypt even until now."
Reader, what the Lord was in times of old He is now, for He
is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever"; and what He
did in olden day He does now, for, blessed be Eis name, "whatsoever was written aforetime was written for our learning, that we,
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope."
His blessed Word furnishes proofs, patterns, examples of what His
dealings with men of like passions with ourselves-what His condescension, His pity, His forbearance, His patience, His pardoning
love and mercy. What He did of old that He does now, and will
till all the purposes of His holy mind and will are accomplished.
Adored be His great and holy name that
" Whilst the light holds out to burn,
The vilest sinner may return."

His own precious word still holds good, "Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money;
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1). And, as if to sum up His
loving words, and leave a parting message in His own blessed
Book, it is written, "And the Spirit and the bride say, Oome.
And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst
.(lome. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"
(Rev. xxii. 17).
Is this discouraging doctrine, dear reader? Is this calculated to
depress l And we ask, in all fairness, Has this or not been our
testimony, however humble and imperfect, in the GOSPEL MAGA-
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ZINE for upwards of forty-eight years past ? We must repudiate
and condemn the idea that we have ever written with even the
slightest thought or idea of discouraging, disheartening, or depressing a poor sensible fellow-sinner. We equally repudiate the idea
that our humble endeavours are, in their fair and legitimate connection, calculated to do so. We have ever contended for the fact
that it is not necessary that all should be taught in the same way,
or all be exercised to the same extent. Doctors must study disease,
in order to apply the remedy. Lawyers must sbdy law, in order
to administer justice.. Mariners must study navigation, in order
to cross the mighty ocean; and so, in numberless other respects,
there must be those who have to dive into, to examine, to explore,
so that they might, in their several spheres, bring their varied
appliances to bear. At the same time, does not each occupy his
own special or particular sphere? Need one interfere or clash
with the other? So, in like manner, the man who is called
to do with immortal souls, in order to be instrumental in
ministering to such, must have a teaching and instruction of so
special, peculiar, and decided a character, as to qualify him, instrumentally, to deal with the varied states of mind and diversified
experiences of those with whom, in the providence of God, he is
brought in contact. How can any man describe a country, and
the cu&toms and habits of a people, as he who has visited the
spot, and been familiar with its inhabitants and their course of
life? So, in like manner, it is those whom the Lord has
instructed as His servants and messengers that are thereby qualified, in some humble measure and degree, to open up the paths
and remove the stumbling-blocks of the travellers to' Zion-the
seekers after a city which is "without foundations, whose Builder
and Maker is God."
Stanley Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea,
THE EDITOR.
July, 1888.

ONENESS.
"Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go tho~~ to the sea, and cast
an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up: and when thou hast
opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto
them for Me and thee."-MATTHEw xvii. 27.
PRECIOUS lesson here enfolded!
Why should we so anxious be 1
Does not Jesus bear our burdens" Payment both for thee and Me " 1

Earthly cares and trials many
Sometimes cause perplexity;
May we then His Word remember"Payment both for thee and Me."

'Vhy are we so prone to tremble
At the debt we cannot free,
While our Lord thus sweetly teaches"Payment both for thee and Me" 1

Jesus knows our every sorrow;
Here anew this truth we see;
'Tis the King of glory speaking" Payment both for thee and Me."
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"WE TWAIN."
"If we have been planted togethM' in the likeness of His death, we shall be
also in the likeness of His res~t1'?'ection."-Rol\1AN'S vi. 5.
"PLANTED together" with Christ!
What does this mean 7 It seems
-and indeed is-a wondrous union and compact, difficult to understand, and beyond one's reach to grasp j and yet it is a union in
accordance with the Scriptures of truth and God's will, therefore it
must be worthy of our deepest inquiry. "\Vhat we need is, its unfolding by the special grace of the Holy Spirit, and then we may depend
upon it we shall find it a kernel full of life-giving comfort and joy.
May He give us the teachable spirit, and Himself be our Teacher. We
have been at the throne of grace, pleading for His direction and blessing.
Ah ! beloved, we always love comm~tnion to precede communication. 0
Lord, I do thank Thee for the moments, during the days of my
pilgrimage, when I have gained communion with Thee. I would not
be without such for ten thousand worlds j and what I learn from Thy
direct Word-whisperings 0)(, is so precious that I do, Thou knowest, crave
to give out to others, that they may be sharers with me in my joy, and
so let the tellings in constitute the tellings out as to bring glory to Thine
own great name.
In this spirit would we approach this soul-important subject, " Wo
Twain "-sinner and Saviour" planted together." The expression surely
means, growing in conjunction, and if this be the growing together, such
growth must be traced to its germ-its origin.
Dear reader, if we are to trace this out, then surely we must begin
at the beginning. We must look back to an age before the foundation of
the world, and see whether it was not then and there that sinner and
Saviour were "planted together." Is this speculative 7 No, it is not.
It is Scripture truth and standing. Turn with us to that memorable
chapter, the eighth of Proverbs, where Christ declares that He was with
the Father, who "possessed Him in the beginning of His way, before
the works of old-set up with Him from everlasting, or ever the earth
was, or the mountains settled; or the hills brought forth." "Then was
I by Him, as One brought up with Him." And was He alone 7 Nay,
He tells us that" His delights were with the sons of men" j and who
those sons of men were we have in those words, "To the saints that
are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all My delight"sons of men made excellent, as glorified, saved, and standing in Him.
Here, then, we have the origin and germ of this "planted together."
"Therefore, beloved, I am bound to give thanks always to God for you,
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation." This
brings out the covenant of grace, whereby God the Father wrote the
.. We love that expression, "vVord-whisperings."
familiar with sueh ?-ED.

Reader, are you personally
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names of His chosen people in Christ in the book of life from before
the foundation of the world, gave them into His hands to redeem and
save, and thus, as we have said, in that far-off age, planted sinner and
Saviour together in covenant conjunction and everlasting union. This
position will clear the way for that which will follow in the contemplation of such wondrous love and mercy.
And, first, let us inquire what it means by the child of God being
"planted together in the likeness of Christ's death," and then what it
is to be "planted together in the likeness of Christ's resurrection."
Holy Spiri t, enlighten us, and let every fresh view of our precious
Christ endear Him more and more to us !
First, then, what does it mean, that the child of God is "planted
together in the likeness of Christ's death" 1 Oh, it means a great deal!
It means evident.ly crucifixion wode-of course, primarily, Christ's cmcifixion, but springing out of that our crucifixion with Ohrist. "I am,"
says Paul, "crucified with Christ "-that is, through the Word and Spirit
of Christ dwelling in us-not an outward crucifixion of the flesh, the
error of Romanism and Ritualism-the delivering up our bodies to
grievous and intolerable suffering.
Oh, dear, no! This is all beside
the mark-all carnal, carnal. No j the crucifixion is the subduing and
conquering our nature through the power of the Gospel and the reign
of Christ within, and also a divine discipline which shall bring our wills
to nought, and cause us to mortify the deeds of the body, and live in
Christ, to Christ, and for Christ. As the Apostle says, "If ye through
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live."
"Lord, what a riddle 13 my soul!
Alive when wounded; de~d when whole."

, Ah! beloved, you and I know well that this crucifixion work is a
trying work, and brings much-nay, everything-that is contrary to
flesh and blood; and those who have the form of godliness, and know
nothing of its power, are strangers to such crucifixion work, and know
not what it is to "die daily." The religion of the day is of such a
superficial character that, if you talk such experience to the lighthearted professors !l.round, they can no more comprehend what you
mean than a hottentot. Indeed, to talk of "dying daily,'·' they almost
look upon you as weak in the head! But, for all this, it is a reality
of the heart of the child of grace. Comfort he may have, but conflict
he must have, and in such he will be brought, with the Apostle, in
experience to "die daily." As dear HART sings-" Christ is the Friend of sinners;
Be that forgotten never;
A wounded soul,
And not a whole,
Becomes a true believer."

But, to be clear, just go with us, dear reader, in the inquiry what
it is to be thus "crucified with Christ." Well, such are dead to the
law. The law had lordship over us as long as we were alive to things
of unrighteousness, but when we are "crucified with Christ," the law
has no longer power over us. It can no longer demand, "Pay me
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what thou owest!" for Christ, our divine Substitute and Surety, has
paid all its requirements, and" there is therefore now no condemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus."
Not that we would ignore the
law, which involves the whole mind of God. Far from it. It is our
schoolmaster, bringing us to Christ. But, as far as its condemning
power is concerned, Christ has" fulfilled the law for righteousness' sake,"
and we are free j and "if the truth make ye free,~ ye shall be free
indeed."
I know full well these are grand old truths, which are ignored hy
very many in these days. Nevertheless they remain blessedly true,
and ever remain a source of comfort and consolation to the Lord's
regenerated people.
But, again, this crucifixion work frees us ]Tom sin. Not that in our
bodies and minds, thoughts and actions, we are freo from sin, and can
take any position of walking in creature holiness. Oh, no! This is
absurd. Our own hearts would condemn us on this point. But here
is the mercy. Being" crucified with Christ," sin hath no power over
Christ's life in us. It is the life of God within, and that which Satan
cannot touch. Christ was without sin. Christ's life in us is also without sin j so that, while we feel, on the one hand" How sore a plague is sin
To those by -whom 'tis feH !
The Christian cries, 'Unclean! Unclean!'
E'en though relea~ed from guilt,"

on the other hand, we cry, "Thanks be to God, who giveth us the
victory, through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
Again, this crucifixion work frees us from death. Death hath no
more dominion over us. I wish those of the family who are so much
fearing that trying time, when they will have to pass through the ordeal
Elf having the earthly tabernacle taken down, could lay hold by faith
of this fact-that it is only the ordeal which brings to the resting in
Christ. And, strange to say, I never needed more to preach to myself
this point than now. Time was when I felt perfectly calm upon it, but
now I feel a perfect coward in its nearing. %
Dear Lord, forgive me, and bring us all who are in Christ to feel
it shall be with the righteous well-dying grace for a dying timeand that we may depend upon it, a loving, never-failing Saviour will
smooth the dying pillow for us when the appointed time comes that
"this mortal shall put on immortality." t
Once more. This crucifixion work frees 11S from the power Qf the devil.
He may assault-he may be permitted to try-but he cannot prevail.
My revered father, "a living epistle, read and known of all" by whom
he was surrounded as a richly-taught and matured Christian, when on
his death.blld, after a time of deep silence, said, "Oh, my boy, it has
been a fearful struggle with the enemy, but Christ has conquered!" and
from that hour till he passed away it was peace, peace, perfect peace!
So that, while we are Dot free from the assaults of Satan, we are free

* Reader,

mark this.-ED.

t Yes, yes; without doubt it will be SO.-ED.
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from his power. He is a crushed foe, and only allowed to go as far
as the Lord permits him. He can never prevail. We shall be " more
than conquerors, through Him who hath loved us," and" He will keep
the feet of His saints."
But we have said th3,t this crucifixion work will bring about a discipline
that will be felt ofttimes severe, yet not in reality, for it is all sent in
love. What have we to endure compared to what the Master endured
for us 1 The" Man of Sorrows, acquainted with grief "-sufferings,
persecution, poverty marked His life; ignominy, scorn, and degradation
marked His death. %
Precious, harmless, patient, loving Lamb of God, deliver me, and
deliver the reader, from repining at the comparatively little which we
have to pass through, as partakers with Christ in His sufferings, and
may we feel it an honour to bear all for His name's sake, and that it
is all in the covenant.
Bnt the purifying discipline we refer to as so needful is ordered for
us by the Lord in different ways. Sometimes it comes in the way of
deep trial with regard to our sinnership. I know some in the walks
of life that are especially exercised about their sins, although others
have no doubt about their interest in the covenant. BUNYAN represents the pilgrim going far on the road ere he loses the burden of sin.
Yes, it wants a special and sanctified view of the Crucified One to
effect this. Let the revelation of His love and mercy be granted, and
let it be felt it was just such that He came to save, and the burden
will drop, and there will be abounding joy. Some, I know, gain this
at the time of setting at liberty from the power of Satan, and have a
heartfelt realization of their sins cast behind a Saviour's back, but not
all. Some go on for years groaning under the burde!l, but they are
none the less children of God. Salvation is one thing, assurance
another. It is blessed when coupled, but the Lord the Spirit alone
can weld the links.
But, again, often does this crucifixion work come in the way of dark
and depressing providences of God. By way of illustration, we note that
sometimes the Lord sends His servant to spots most uncongenial to
flesh and blood-solitary spots, dreary spots; places where kindred
spirits are few and far between. This was Elijah's case. The Lord
said to him, " Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon."
This was the same place which Luke refers to as "Sarepta," and the
sort of spot it was we gather from his statement-" But I tell you of
a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine
was throughout all the land; but unto none of them was Elias sent, save
unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow." And
then he goes on to tell us of the many lepers that were there. What
an uncongenial place indeed-a place where there was a great famine;
where children of God could be counted by ones and twos, and a place
which abounded with lepers! Yet such was the spot that Elijah was
bidden to go to.
0' Would that we could think more of this-yea, forget ourseh'es in thoughts
of Him !-ED.
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Oh, beloved, if we come to compare notes with many others of the
Lord's family, from time to time, or age to age, must we not be
ashamed of our murmurings and rebellion 1 'I(.
And then the Lord often takes the most unlikely means to support
His people, all to magnify His own name. Not merely in the case of
Elijah was the spot one of dearth and desolation, but poverty was to
minister to poverty. "Arise, go and dwell there," said the Lord;
"behold, I have commanded a widow woman to sustain thee." Ah!
that is sufficient. "I h,we commanded." Then it must be well. Divine
power will bring about divine plenty, or, if not plenty, enough, and the
fulfilment of the promise, "Thy bread shall be given, and thy waters
sure, and thy defence the munitions of rocks."
And then it is in many other ways that this crucifixion work will
have to be endured, and every Christian has to tell their tale to
kindred epirits of trials by the way, and of furnace work. All right,
friend! What should we be without the Lord's purifying process 1
We hear it said, "But I cannot understand why God permits me to
be so afflicted, and that His providences with me are so severe." My
dear friend, it is the crucifixion. We might just as well argue, "I
cannot think why God permitted His dear Son, the Lord of glory,
to pass through such sUfferings as He did." Why, it is "we twain."
It must be so; and as with the Head, so with the members. It all
paves the way to exaltation, and this will be brought out if we now
dwell upon the second part of our portion.
We have seen-faintly and feebly indeed, for who can fully portray
it 1-what it is to be "planted together in the likeness of Christ's
death." Now let us inquire what it is to be "planted together in the likeness of His resurrection." There were those on earth in the Apostles'
days who were grieved because they taught the people, and preached to
them Jesu~, and the resurrection of the dead. Oh, beloved, blessed be
God, this is no grief to us. Kay, it forms a source of abounding joy.
WOe love to hear Christ preached, and loathe everything short of it;
and we rejoice in His resurrection, for we are" planted together in the
likeness of that resurrection."
But again wonld we say, What does this mean 1 Holy Spirit, lead
us into the truth and the blessedness of it!
" Planted together in the likeness of His 1·esurrection." See, for
instance, what a likeness of His resurrection is the rising from the
death of sin and the grave of unregeneraey to the newness of life in
Christ Jesus. Our former state was a state of death to the things of
God, and to spiritual realization of any kind. Hence the Apostle
Peter says, "You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and
sins." What a blow is this to natural religion, with all its fair pretensions; and what offence we should give to the professor if we said
to such, "Man, you are dead." However, kick at it as such may, it is
a truth that" to be carnally-minded is death, because the carnal mind
is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. So then [whatever be the show or pretence] they that
are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but

* Yes,

assuredly.-ED.
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in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." And that
the Spirit of God does dwell in you will be evidenced by the walking
after the Spirit, which walking will prove itself by the tender cry at
the throne of grace, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner! Lord, save,
or I perish!" Further, by a sincere and deep repentance before God,
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ-such faith as springs from the
newness of life, and finds its alone satisfaction in Him. for "he that
believeth hath everlasting life." Again, by a thirst for the Word, and
for Him who is the living Word, for "as the hart panteth after the
water-brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth
for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before
God 1 "-language which can only be the utterance of life divine.
Furthermore, it is evidenced by a love for the Lord's dear people, for
"by this we know that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren."
Many other fruits and effects of this newness of life will appear, all
of which will be traced to the work of the Holy Spirit. How different
is all this to the easy-going religion of the day.:.....-the dishonouring
attempt to serve God and mammon! The worldly religious, who know
nothing of a change of heart, and who say, if you speak to them of
"regeneration "-of being born over again-born from above-" We
know not what you mean. Our clergyman never preaches such things" ;
and they sneeringly refer to us to other of their companions as among
those who are evidently "weak-minded," and hold "the narrow views
of the Puritans." Be it so. God's Word is nevertheless true, and the
truth of God is the same in all ages-" Ye must be born again," or
you can never enter the kingdom of heaven.
And then, with regard to the being "planted together in the likeness of Christ's resurrection," not merely is this passing from death
unto life, but it is the enjoyment of all the benefits and blessings which
Christ has procured for His blood-bought people by His resurrection
and ascension. He is above to impart those ascension gifts "even to
the rebellious" and undeserving; and all such flow from His fulness,
through the channel of the Holy Ghost, into the new-born soul. Oh,
how we covet an increase of such gifts and grace, which endear Christ,
and enrich the soul in spiritual knowledge and understanding of Him,
in all the plenitude of His grace and goodness, "whom to know is
life eternal."
And yet once more. The being" planted together in the likeness of
Christ's resurrection" is that our bodies also will be raised at the last
day-" But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It
is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in
power: it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. Thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus
Christ."
And now, in drawing to a close, let us note a few deductions from
the foregoing position we have Scripturally taken.
1. "lVe twa'in " aTe "planted togetheT " in an everlasting covenant, "oTdeTed
in all things, and sUTe." I would not give a straw for a religion that
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leaves all contingent and uncertain. I love a salvation in which the
Eternal Three are concerned, and therefore with joy draw water out
of the wells thereof. Not "well," but "wells," finding the Eternal
Father a great deep, the Eternal Son equally a great deep, and the
co-equal Holy Spirit a great deep also. "Ory out and shout," then,
"thou inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel in the
midst of thee "-great in all His purposes and plans. "Behold, God
is my salvation: I will trust, and not be afraid, for the Lord J ehovah
is my strength and my song; He also is become my salvation" ; which
shows us also that2. "We twain" m'e "planted togethe1'" in an eve1'lasting salvation, which
nndej's the soul safe for eternity. What can be more important than
the salvation of the soul-a satisfactory assurance that we are right
for an eternal world-that, amidst the uncertainty of time things,
we are safe 1 And to whom can we look to render us so but unto
Him in whom is eternal life-who is not merely our Saviour, but our
salvation, which embraces every possible thing that pertains to our
ripeness and readiness for another world 'I Oh, I do want more than
ever to be kept to the simplicity, yet substance, of those well-known
words, "Looking unto Jesus "-looking off everything else to Him
who is my salvation, my All ! * "Behold, God is my salvation." Yes,
in all the fulness of His purpose and love, in all the fulness of His
grace and mercy, and in all the fulness of His manifestation and
power. Here I rest. "One in Ohrist "-" we twain" bound in an indissoluble tie.
3. "We twain" walk and talk together in endem'ed j'elat'ionship and communion. "And Enoch walked with God." He then could say, "We twain."
And, dear reader, you and I know a little of what such experience is,
do we not 1 Would that such walking and talking with Jesus was
more frequent and lasting, but it cannot be. We should not be fit
for earth, or fit to attend to the necessary duties of life, were it so,
so it is wisely ordered that such enjoyment takes the form of moments
with Jesus-sips of the brook by the way. Such moments, however,
are joyous. We would not be without them for all that the world
calls good and great. Such sips of the brook are refreshing and comforting, and prepare us for the fresh battlings with the powers of
darkness, the renewed assaults of the evil one, the continual cropping
up of difficulties and trials by the way.
Lord, draw us nearer to Thyself, and keep us walking by Thy side!
4. We are "plantell together in the likeness of Christ's j'esu1'1'ection," in
that we have passed from the death of sin to newness of life in Him-in
that we receive all the blessings and benefits of His doing and dying,
resurrection and ascension; in the constant gifts and graces of the Holy
Spirit; and also in that our bodies also will be raised through the
power of His resurrection at the last day, when "this mortal shall put
on immortality." So that, when the pilgrimage of life is over, oh,
blessed be the God of our salvation5. "We twain" shall be "planted together" in heaven. I cannot live
* There's the secret, brother! God, of His great mercy, lead
more into it, for a precious Christ'8 sake.-En.
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without Christ here, and with the deepest humility I say, He cannot
live without me. True, on His side is all gift. I am but the recipient,
but so it is. Recipient and Redeemer are bound together in an
indissoluble bond, therefore may we trace the position higher. If
Christ cannot live without me, nor I without Him here, neither can He
yonder. It would be no heaven to me without Him. It would be no
joy to Him without His blood-bought people lived with Him. "He
shall see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied." He would not
be satisfied if a vessel of mercy were lost. * I hear of empty mansions
in heaven, and crowns cast on the ground, if you do not by the way
do this and do the other. Thank Goa, such is not the heaven I am
seeking. In my heaven it is impossible for vacant seats, or empty
mansions, or broken crowns to be there, for "we twain" are "planted
together" for time and for eternity.
We leave the subject. Mark, beloved, the expression, "planted

together."
" So rich a cost
Can ne'er be lost.
Though faith be tried with fire;
Keep Christ in view,
Let God be true,
And every man a liar."

May the Lord grant that we may be enriched in all bountifulness,
receiving these truths with great thankfulness of heart and rejoicing
of spirit, and may all advanced bring glory to Him in whose likeness
we are planted for time and for eternity.

Burton-on-Trent.

G. C.
"ALL THE DAYS."

"La, I am with

YOt~

alway, even unto the end of the world." New Version,
"All the days."
"ALL the days!" With Jesus near
"All the days" to lead and guide,
I have nothing then to fear;
Ever always at my side;
"All the days" and all the way,
"All the days," come joy or sorrow,
Grace sufficient for each day.
Yesterday, to-day, to-morrow.
"All the days!" Then Jesus will
Keep me safe from every ill ;
"All the days" to shield and bless,
Passing through this wilderness.

"All the days!" How sweet to know
Christ is near where'er I go!
"All the days" my faithtul Friend
Will uphold me to the end.

"All the days" He'll ne' er forsake;
Promises He'Jl undertake;
With me alway-" ALL THE DAYS"
Help me, Lord, to sing Thy praise.
AUNT

Lucy.

By your conversation, evidence that you have got Christ in your
heart, heaven in your eye, and this ensnaring world under your feet.
" By no means.

There is to be "no schism in the body."-ED.
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"BROTHERLY LOVE."
"Let brotherly love continue."-HEBREws xiii. 1.
TRUTHS hidden and obscured need to be brought to light.
When
precepts are disregarded and privileges ignored, it is most needful they
should be enforced. There surely never was a time when differences of'
opinion respecting external things and non-essentials so much interfered with that spiritual union which does exist (notwithstanding all)
between true Christians as now! Brotherly love is almost swallowed
up by the prevalence of spiritual pride, suspicion, and jealousy among
"the brotherhood." Who would not weep bitterest tears for the desolation of the Church of Christ, torn to pieces by these ravening wolves?
Who 'would not" sigh and cry for the abominations done in the land" ?
There is a needs-be for the attention of all "who love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity and truth," to be called to the most important subject
of our present paper. Beloved brethren in Christ, "we ought also to
love one another"; for, "if a man say, I love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar."
Let us, by God's help, direct our thoughts, in the first place, to the
foundation of brotherly love; secondly, we shall attempt a description of
brotherly love; thirdly, consider the exhortation to practise it; fourthly,
its duration-it is to "continue"; and fifthly, note what is the right
rnanifest:tfion of brotherly love.
1. The fmtndation of brotherly love.-Many make this to be agreement
in judgment concerning some opinion or external which seems to them
of supreme importance. Now, neither opinions nor any outward form
give a man admission into the ranks of "the brotherhood "-i.e., the
company of the true followers of Jesus, "the Church of the First-born"and therefore, agreement in these things can be no true basis for
brotherly love. And we may here remark that disagreement shoulcl
form no barrier to Christian communion. The true foundation of
brotherly love is three-fold. First, union to Christ; secondly, life in the
soul; thirdly, spiritnal relationship. These three are one. Union to
Christ produces spiritual life, and the possession of the latter brings
us into fraternal relationship with those who are quickened by the
same Spirit.
Let us here briefly explain what we mean by "union to Christ."
The real believer is united to the Lord Jesus experimentally by the
three-fold bond of faith, and hope, and love, and the union is a double
one, for each of these graces comes from God to us, and goes from us
to Him. Faith came from the Lord. It is His gift, and in its actings
it goes forth towards the Lord, cleaving unto Jesus. Only that is
genuine which comes from Him and leads the soul to Him. How
precious is the faith which lays hold of, and clings to, the Rock of
Ages amid the greatest storms, its language being, "Though He slay
me, yet will I trust in Him." By faith we receive from His fulness
grace for 'grace, according to the day's needs. By faith we trust Him
for the future. Thus faith talces for to-day, and t1'1tsts for the morrow.
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Hope likewise came from above. It is a grace of the Spirit, and leads
to heaven again, being" an anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast,
which entereth into that within the veil." In the same manner that
love which goes forth in fervent desires to the Lord, His Word, His
ways, and His people, springs from a divine source. " We love Him
because He first loved us." Here is the true bond of union to Christ.
The reader will notice that we have described the bond of union,
which is the evidence of union. The consideration of the latter would
lead us too far into the glorious subject of the covenant of grace for
us now to be able to pursue it. Union to Christ, then, is a covenant
blessing experimentally realized by the formation of the three-fold
double bond of faith, hope, and love.
The fruit of this is divine life. As the branch derives its life from
its union to the vine, so the branches in Christ derive their life from
their union to Him. The case, as it affects brotherly love, stands thus.
Being united to Christ, true possessors of grace are united to one
another in Him; therefore, divine life in the soul is a proof of our
union to Him, because this is the only source of divine life; and it
will be manifested in love to the brethren, which is the one great infallible evidence of the possession of life-" By this we know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." The
existence of the same life, coming from the same Parental source, is
the ground of the spiritual relationship-He the Father; all we are
brethren. The exhortation is too often needed, "See that ye fall not
out by the way." The relationship which really exists needs to be
exercised in brotherly love.
2. A descl'iption at' bTOtherly love.-It stands in two things-first, real
union; secondly, fervent charity. There is a real union between saints,
for they all have one object in view, that is, the glory of God. They
are made willing to be humbled that Christ may be exalted, and they
seek to glorify God in their life, walk, and conversation among men.
They would not willingly offend Him, or proceed in anything contrary
to His Word. Nevertheless, the flesh constantly opposes these desires,
insomuch that they find, when "to will is present with them," they
cannot perform what they would. They all travel in one path, even
in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they are all partakers
of the one Spirit, who convinces and comforts them, guiding and supporting their trembling feet, enabling them, though often faint, still
to pursue. They arc all brought into an experimental oneness with
.Jehovah-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-having part and lot in the
Father's love, in the Son's redeeming work, and ill the communion of
the Spirit. Thus united in Him, what can sever the holy bond of union
which exists between them ~
This "real union" is exhibited in a "fervent charity," which bears
that brand of genuineness-sincerity-without which brotherly love is
mere hypocrisy. We live in an evil day, when there is much smooth
talk about love and charity, although very little is practised, which
is contrary to the instruction the Apostle John gives for the carrying
out into practice the principle contended for-" Let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth" (1 John iii. 18).
Insincerity is the curse of the age-politically, commercially, socially,
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and religiously. Unhappily it seems to be eating up the very vitals
of fervent charity amongst Christians. If we have fervent charity among
ourselves, beloved brethren in Christ, we shall seek one another's
good, be willing to spend and be spent for one another, and it will lead
to a humble walking in accordance with the Master's teaching, "In
honour preferring one another." We shall then readily forgive injuries,
and exercise much patience and long-suffering, following herein the
example of the Lord Jesus Christ.
3. The exhortation to brotherly love-" Let brotherly love continue."
There is a needs-be for the reminder, for Satan is engaged in a perpetual attempt to destroy Christ's Church on earth, by sowing the seeds
of internal dissension. These endeavours of the arch-enemy are aided
and abetted by the world and by the flesh-the old carnal nature
which still exists in the saints. When we add to this the apparent
feebleness of the resisting force-the very low ebb at which grace is,
even in the brightest Christians of the present day-we need not wonder, however much we may deplore it, that there is so much "strife
about straws," to borrow an expression.
We need to resist the flesh-to "leave off contention before it be
meddled with "-and, by God'e grace, to seek to keep "the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace."
Brotherly love should continue because it is God's will, clearly
expressed in His Word, and we cannot walk contrary thereto without
·IfOSS •. Another reason why we should earnestly besiege the throne of
grace for wisdom 'to obey the blessed precept is, because Christ loved
and died for our brethren. Shall we not love our brother for whom
Christ died 1 Our brethren (like ourselves) have flesh as well as spirit;
but let us, for the love of Christ, be t6nder towards their infirmities,
remembering we are compassed with the same.
Further, the consideration of the shortness of time should lead to
the practise of brotherly love. Very soon the brethren will all meet
where contentions cease. Why should they embitter the journey to
the New Jerusalem-the city of Jehovah's peace-by strife in the path
as to who shall be greatest 1,':4. The duration of bmtherly love.-It is to "contimte." Our Elder Brother
gives us the example. His love continues notwithstanding all provocations.
Ah! but one may say, "My brethren are attributing wrong motives
to almost everything I say and do." Never mind! "Let brotherly
love continue." It should not be stopped by any conduct on the
part of a real brother. The more he injures, the more do you love.
In repeating foolish slanders to your injury (as too many do), he is
but, sowing to the flesh, and of the flesh he will reap corruption,
that is, decay. Watch! Leave it all in the Lord's hands. He will,
while he goes on in this course, experience a decay in his spirituality
of mind, in his prayer, and in his walk. " God is not mocked. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." Do you sow to the
Spirit, and so endeavour to "let brotherly love continue." Pray for
"'Would, reader, that we could all think more of this!
Lord, we shall soon-very soon-be there.-ED.
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the erring brother, anu you shall without doubt reap the rich reward
in due time.
•
Again, can we not allow a brother to have a different opinion from
ourselves without ceasing to love 1 Is brotherly love of so small
importance that a simple divergence of views about non-essentials must
destroy it 1 When we remember that all human opinion is fallible, and
liable to err, how sad it seems when the conduct of the brotherhood
gives an affirmative answer to this question!
And now, the last point we wish to call attention to shall be settled
by the Word of inspiration5. The manifestation of brothe1'ly love.-Firat, negatively-et Charity
envieth not, charity vauntetb not itself up, doth not behave itself
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil" (1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5). Secondly, positively-" Let all bitterness, and
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking be put away from
you, with all malice j and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you"
(Eph. iv. 31, 32).
In conclusion, as the servant of the Most High, conveying His
message to the saints, we do most earnestly, in His great name, implore and beseech our dear brethren in Christ, of diverse views in
regard to external things, but who possess the bond of union referred
to in the early part of this paper, to walk by God's grace in humble
obedience to our Lord's own injunction-" Let brotherly love continue."
Leices/er.
E. C.
WORDS FIWM AFAR.
I SEND these few lines for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for the purpose, if
the Lord will, of comforting the mourner in Zion, and instructing the
inquirer whose face is set Zionward-a few thoughts on the words,
"For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity,
not willingly, but by reason of Him who hath subjected the same in
hope, because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God" (Rom.
viii. 19-21).
This creature with the" earnest expectation" is surely the new creature-one born. of God-one in Christ Jesus-" For if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature; old things have passed away j behold,
all things have become new" (2 Cor. v. 17). This new creature with
the "earnest expectation" waits for the "manifestation of the sons of
God." Where the Holy Spirit regenerates, He "convinces of sin, righteousness, and judgment" (John xvi. 8). T.!:l.Ose who know nothing .of this
conviction, know nothing of the "earnest expectation" of deliverance
from sin's dominion, or from its deserts, for" the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life, through Christ Jesus our Lord."
It is the new creature that feels the burden of sin and the fear of
deserved wrath and the righteous indignation of God j and He, the
Holy Spirit, who wrought the conviction, can alone supply the expecta2 N
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tion of deliverance from the guilt of sin and the wrath to come. When
this expectation is given, there is a waiting, 'hoping, and wrestling for
"the manifestation of the sons of God "-a longing to realize the work
of the Spirit in the heart. This is the blessed Spirit's leading, whethEr
in the early stages of the new-born, or in the after stages; and the soul
prays to realize the precious testimony expressed by the Apostle" Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2).
In due season there is the application of the words, "As many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Rom. viii. 14). He,
the Holy Spirit, takes of the things of Christ, and reveals them to the
seeking one, and encourages him to go on seeking, assuring him that
"he that seeketh findeth."
At the appointed time, the secret of the two opposite natures is
revealed-flesh and spirit-the former, poor, fallen nature; and the latter,
the seed of Christ. There is then a discerning of the tendencies of the
two natures, with their fruits and effects. How acceptable, then, is Paul's
testimony, namely,·H When I would do good, sin is present with me, and
how to perform that which is good I find not; therefore it is no more
I that do it, as a new creature, but sin that dwelleth in me." It is not
the new creature that commits sin, but the old fallen nature, for saith
the Apostle, "In me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing,"
and "that which is born of God sinneth not" (1 John v. 18).
This creature "was made subject to vanity," to endure and suffer from
all that vanity which pertains to the flesh, the reproach of the world,
professing and profane, and the fiery darts of the prince of the power
of darkness. This subjection was not on the part of the creature, by
its will or consent, for it was not consulted in the matter, but by reason
of Him "who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will,
and doeth whatever He pleaseth among the armies of heaven and the
inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay His hand, or say to
Him, What doest Thou 1" who subjected the same in hope.
Yes, blessings for ever on His name, he hath ordained a hope for
this creature, though at times" tossed as with a tempest, and not comforted," to be realized in due time, which is "as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and steadfast, and which elltereth into that within the veil;
whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec "-King and Priest
(Heb. vi. 19, 20). As surely as He, the glorious Head, ascended up
where He was before, so surely shall all His redeemed, notwithstanding
their subjection to vanity while here, appear with Him in glory. Then
will each soul chosen in Christ, and in due time born of God, by His
Spirit's regenerating, realize the fulfilment of the promise-a full deliverance "from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the
children of God." In the interim there will be conflict-opposition from
within and without-so long as this life-that is, this dual state of things
-lasts, but having this hope given us, notwithstanding that we do often
"groan, being burdened "; and "the whole new creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves
also, who have the first·fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves do groan

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

539

within ourselvr,s, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body"; looking forward to the time when He, the beloved Christ, "shall
change this vile body, and fashion it like unto His glorious body."
Now, dear reader, this creature of whom we speak is truly spiritual.
It has no affinity for natural things. Its whole desire, its Centre, is the
Christ of God. It realizes satiety only in Him, its life, its Alpha and
Omega, and its" life is hid with Christ in God"-Father, Word, and Spirit.
Whilst here, of course, we have our natural relationships and affinitiesthat is, after the flesh; but after the inner man, we know no man after
the flesh. As Paul clearly puts it, "",Vherefore henceforth know we no
man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh,
yet now henceforth know we Him no more" (2 Cor. v. 16). To this
agrees the testimony 'of one of the fathers, namely, "Whom have I in
heaven but Thee ~ and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
Thee" (Psa. lxxiii. 25).
Melboume, A !lstralia.
JOHN TURNER.
P.S.-This is written in the thirty-seventh year of his pastorate of the
Particular Baptist Church, Lonsdale Street East, Melbourne.
"THE INHABITANTS OF THE VALLEY."
And the Lord was with Judah " and he dmve out the inhabitants of
the mountain, but could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because
they had cha?'iots of iron."-JuDGES i. 19.
c,

THE records of the transactions of the children of Israel are no mere
surface accounts. They represent the spiritual history of the children
of God; and this passage seems to point to the experimental fact
that, though the child of God may be, to all outward seemin~, blameless-may drive out "the i.nhabitants of the mountain," the prominent
enemies of his peace-yet he cannot drive out the inbred motions of
sin, "the inhabitants of the valley." They have "chariots of iron" ;
they are too strong for him.
But, before examining further, note why Judah was able to drive
out "the inhabitants of the mountain." "The Lord was with J udah,
and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain," the "and" in
this case being equivalent, as it often is, to "therefore." "The Lord was
with J udah, therefore he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain."
But was the Lord unable to save J udah from "the inhabitants of the
valley "~ Oh, no! With Him all things are possible, but He had an
important lesson, or test, for J udah, as well as for His spiritual Israel,
in thus leaving some enemies within the citadel. In the twenty-second
verse of the second chapter we find the key to the problem-" That
through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of
the Lord to walk therein."
Will God always allow the enemy to be in possession ~ Oh, no!
Referring to Joshua (chap. xvii. 18), we read of Joshua saying, "Thou
shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots, and
though they be strong." Yes, our sinful nature shall be made righteous,*
" ViTe would rather say, subdued, controlled by a Superior Power.-ED.
2 N 2
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strong though it be-iron-hard as is its structure.
How shall it be
righteous 7 Ah! here comes the secret. Referring to the margin of
the verse just quoted, we find a reference to Deuteronomy xx. 1"When thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest
horses, and chariots, and a people more than thou, be not afraid of
them, for the Lord thy God is with thee." How kind and reassuring
the counsel! Then, from this beautiful passage we are in the margin
referred to Numbers xxiii. 21-" He bath not beheld iniquity in Jacob,
neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel"; and from that we are
referred to Romans iv. 7, 8-" Blessed are they whose iniquities are
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord will not impute sin."
,
How is it, dear reader, that" the inhabitants of the valley," as well as
of the mountain, shall never be able to really injure us-never prevent
our entering into everlasting peace 7 Because" He hath made Him to
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 001'. v. 21).
Here, whilst in the flesh, the evil of our nature is dominant. Kept
by the power of God every moment, and by grace overcoming "the inhabitants of the mountain "-the prominent outward sins-taking stand
amongst men as moral and upright, conscientious, pure, and amiable in
heart and life-yet never in this world shall we drive out all enemies.
There will be foes in the valleys, in the deep places, which man sees not,
but which God knows, and of which we are conscious.
And "in the valleys." Significant expression! Is it indicative of
times of sorrow and weakness, that then the great enemy attacks us 7
On the mountain, in the sunshine of God's love and favour, we feel
strong; but in the valleys-ah! there, amid darkness, the foe more
easily attacks; and God shows us then that it was not our strength
when on the mountain-not our driving out of sins-·but His presence
drove them aYvay. He proves us in the valleys. But, when this
mortal shall have put off its mortality, and in its glorious Head, who
"was wounded for our transgrtssions, bruised for our iniquities," entered
heaven, then shall be no more sin. All who enter therein are sinless
in their glorious Substitute, "and in that day there shall be no more
the Oanaanite in the house of the Lord of Hosts" (Zech. xiv. 21).
No more Oanaanites, no more foes. Every valley shall be exalted;
every hill of difficulty made low; all one peaceful plain of truth and
righteousness, faithfulness and strength, love and glory.
NETTlE.
GOOD men have need to take heed of building upon groundless
impressions. Mr. WHlTEFIELD had a son who he imagined was born to
be a very extraordinary man; but the son soon died, and the father
was cured of his mistake.
MAN'S will is steeled against the Lord and His truth; therefore,
away with that falsehood and that error which would teach that God
is standing as a suppliant before proud man, and that He is waiting
nntil man condescends to lend an ear to Him! These things savour
of blasphemy.-Krausc.

The Gospel Magaz£/Ze.

541

LIFE'S LABYRINTH; OR, THIRTEEN YEARS' RESIDENOE IN
THE SOUTH OF THE UNITED STATES, FROM 1851
TO 1864.
WITH AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF ADVENTURES DURING THE WAR.

By MRS. FILE, LATE MRS. Al\'IELIA OOOKE.
OHAPT.ER XIV.-ENCOUNTERING FRESH DIFFICULTIEf>.
HAVING partaken of breakfast, and the dlil'er, with our waggon and
horses, being ready, we started for the p~sition which we had taken the
previous evening. It was a wide, open space, with high hills surrounding us. The courier soon arrived wi,th a letter from General GREIG, in
which he granted permission for myself and daughter to advance, and
also the driver and waggon, but refused to allow my companions, Miss
CHAPMAN and Miss SHACKLETT, to accompany me.
Now an obstacle presented itself. My means consisted of tobacco and
Confederate money, which was not r~garded as a legal tender. My
friends had some" green-backs," or Northern money, and with that
they had promised to assist me until I could sell my tobacco, when I
should be enabled to return it to them. But now the proposed separation changed all our arrangements. After a little consideration, my
friends proffered me fifteen dollars in greenbacks for fifty dollars of my
Confederate money, which I accepted, and my dear child and I got into
the waggon to proceed alone on our perilous journey, leaving the Misses
CHAPMAN and SHACKLETT to go to the house where we had stayed for
the night, and to remain there until Uncle Sam returned with the conveyance to take them to their homes. We were within two or three
miles from Warrenton, where we expected to part with our conveyance
and proceed by rail, but were again reminded that times of war and
times of peace are different, and that it was folly even to think of
carrying out ollr own plans. It is difficult to contend with captivity,
after having enjoyed the privileges of freedom.
We very soon came to one of those dreaded halting-places again. It
was at the Provost's office. The Provost himself came out to me, and
asked of what my luggage consisted. "I snppose, madam," he said,
" you have only your wearing apparel with you ~" I answered
promptly, "Yes; I have a quantity of tobacco." "Then," he said,
"you'll not be allowed to pass, for that is a contraband article." I
said, "I am quite aware of that, but it was the only article available
in the South to produce means to enable me to reach England, and
if that be taken from me, I have nothing but Oonfederate money for
my journey."
The Provost appeared quite touched with sympathy, and again communicated with the General, who ordered me to be taken into the
town, and remain for the night at an hotel; and, in the morning, he
would give me further orders. Under these circumstances, there was
no alternative but for me to detain my driver and equipage. We
were taken to a very respectable house, and received every attention
and kindness from the hostess, who appeared deeply interested in my
position; but I was fearful to confide in her, lest she should betray
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me. Oh, the cruel suspense to which I was subjected! It may be
faintly imagined, but cannot be described. I had several valuable
papers which I wanted to get to England, but had to burn them all,
because some of them strongly exhibited the great respect which my
Southern friends entertained towards me, and I feared such a manifestation might prove a hindrance rather than an assistance to me in
the North.
Very early the next morning, a knock was heard at my door, and
I was informed that all my luggage was to be thoroughly searched.
I immediately delivered up the keys to the officer. My determination
was firm, and strength was given me. Dear Lizzie's health was very
fragile, and I feared to manifest any misgiving, lest it should have
too powerful an effect on her nerves. Throughout all my trials I was
enabled to appear calm. After the officer had completed his search of
my luggage, he reported to the General, who sent an order for me to
go to the Provost's office, to which place I was accompanied by an
escort of soldiers. The Provost asked me a few general questions, and
then kindly granted me a pass to Warrenton Junction, nine miles further on, and said I should there receive a pass to Washington. I was
delighted, and, thanking the Provost, hurriedly went back to my lodgings,
sent for Uncle Sam, for whom I had obtained a pass for his return,
and told him to go off as quickly as possible, or he would not get my
dear friends to their homes that day. On asking him what he required
for the trip, he named a very high sum-five dollars-and insisted on
being paid in Northern money, having learned during the night that
Confederate money was useless. I would willingly have given him
double the sum, if he would have taken that money; but no. Uncle
Sam could not be turned. He wanted the green-backs, and I was
compelled to yield, leaving me with only ten dollars for my journey,
unless I could sell my tobacco. After settling with him, I took the
next train to Warrenton Junction, where another halt awaited me.
Captain WHITNEY came to the train, and, instead of giving me a pass
to Washington, politely asked me to alight, and, taking me to his tent,
said that I must remain there until the arrival of the next train, he
having to telegraph to the General in command before granting me
a pass to proceed.
I was then in the camp of the great advancing army of the
Potomac, and was informed that there were many thousaud soldiers
stationed there. The sight was truly imposing. The order in which
they had placed their tents, and the fortifications surrounding them,
caused the camp to have the appearance of a large city, composed of
canvas buildings; but my thoughts were centred on our detention, and
the grandeur of the surroundings was unattractive to me. Train after
train passed, but I was not permitted to leave. Evening advanced,
and I began to ask why I was kept there ~ The only answer was,
that I must remain until an answer to the telegram was received from
the General. At last I found, to my great dismay, that my position.
was likely to assume that of a prisoner of war. The Captain kindly
gave me the key of his tent, which was a temporary wooden building,
and said that was to be our home while we remained there, assuring
me that we should be thoroughly protected, which promise was con-
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firmed by the appearance of soldiers, with bayonets drawn, constantly
walking around our tent. My dear r:hild began to cry bitterly, but I
possessed a calmness which, on seeing my dear Lizzie's distress, became intensifii;ld, so that I was enabled to remind her of her strong
reliance on her Heavenly Father before encountering these trials, and
as.suring her of His presence with us there. I also spoke of our safety
and protection, by the guard constantly walking around our tent. At
last, quite exhausted, she consented to retire to rest, and very soon
fell into a sound sleep. I stood by the bed-side, watching her. She
seemed unconsciously to have fallen into the arms of One who is
mighty, and on whoRe strength she could rely. Her sleep was so
peaceful and sweet that the sight strengthened me, and I wished that
I also could enjoy that peaceful slumber; but no. The wooden walls
of our apartment had cracks in them, and I imagined eyes prying into
the secrets of our abode. This might have been only an uncharitable
thought, but it was sufficiently strong to induce me to put out the
light. I desired to remain in darkness to all without, and "by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, make my requests known" to that
God who had promised to be with us in every time of need. It was
a night spent in earnest prayer, yet that fear, so natural to our weak
frames, was permitted occasionally to molest me.
Knowing the Southern army was in very close proximity with the
Northern, the thought of a sudden surprise from them would arise
in my mind, and, of course, the general consternation and confusion
produced by such an invasion was pictured before me, and at times
made me tremble so much that my feelings became almost unbearable.
At the dawn of day I determined, if permitted, to proceed to headquarters myself, for I felt that the simplicity of my case had mystified
the authorities, and that by a little explanation from me they would be
satisfied, and we perhaps might obtain our liberty. Having partaken
of breakfast, which was prepared for us by a male attendant, I sent
a message to Captain'VVHITNEY desiring to see him, and made known
to him my wish to be liberated, proposing, with his consent, to go
to head-quarters. He said he would allow me to go, but it would be
a most dangerous journey of eighteen mil~s. It appeared the Southern
army was so situated that they were constantly trying to blow up the
trains, which were generally well filled with reinforcements of Northern
soldiers. This did not intimidate me in the least. When the Lord
fights our battles, how easy it is for us to go forth without carnal
weapons! Thus it was with me. "Fear not!" was my motto.
" Excelsior !" was on my banner. I was permitted .to tell the Captain, if he would allow me to go, I was ready to face any danger in
order to obtain our liberty. I then prepared myself and Lizzie for
the journey. She was ever ready to follow, and to share all dangers
with me.
The train arrived, but it was so filled with reinforcements that
there was not room for us. I well remember the Captain, who appeared
full of sympathy, coming to me, and saying, "Mrs. COOKE, you can't
go; there is not room."
I eagerly replied, "Captain, I must go";
but he said, "There is no room, madam, I assure you, except in the
tender, with the engineer; and then.you could not take your daughter."
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"Oh," I exclaimed, "what shall I do 1" but instantly recovering myself, for the train was just ready to start, I said, "If you will take
charge of my dear child, I will go," and, without a moment's thought,
jumped into the tendr-r. and was seated just in front of the mouth
of the engine, where I could see the immense wood fire being constantly
fed. The Americans use wood for their engines.
It wits indeed a perilous journey, for, added to my dangerous position,
there was also the dread of the train being blown up by the enemy,
which had been a frequent o~currence, and the very metals had been
taken up by them, so that the Northerners were compelled to lay them
down loosely; consequently, we went jolting along on these loose metals
for eighteen miles. However, I was again permitted to arrive safely at
Brandy Station, where I expected to find head-quarters; but, on going
to the Provost, he informed me that they were two miles further. I
requested to be supplied with a conveyance and driver, which were at
once provided, but the conveyance and horses presented rather a formidable appearance-quite a contrast to the two poor horses and little
spring waggon I hired to convey me to the lines. Now I had an ambulance, and the horses might have faced the cannonading, but I question
if they had been accustomed to harness. Altogether, it seemed to indicate that my onward movement must be propelled by powerful force
and velocity. The wind was blowing and snow falling, and the ambulance, being open at both ends, gave the elements liberty to bestow their
ire freely upon me. The driver did not appear to have much control
over the horses, but they knew the way, galloping over the railroad
into a wood, where a new road had been cut. Of course the stumps
of trees tried to impede our progress, but it was in vain. Our fiery
steeds did not stop at such obstacles, but went OH with increased fury.
The vibrations of the vehicle resembled those of a clock, only a reverse
motion of up and down, instead of backwards and forwards. Such a
journey gave me, according to my own imagination, a very rough
appearance; but looking-glasses and waiting-rooms, though requisites,
were not obtainable, and just as I was, so had I to appear before the
great General of the Potomac army.
The head-quarters were situated in the midst of a wood. We were
directed, as usual, to the Provost's office, of whom I inquired why it was
that I had not received an answer to the messages I had sent from
Warrenton Junction. The Provost drew a long, grave face, and in a
chilling tone said, "Madam, your case is unprecedented. We have not
had such an one to contend with since the war commenced, and we
have reported it- to the War Department in Washington." This quite
staggered me, and I remarked, "My position is very clear. I only
want to get to England." "Bnt," he continued," you have a lot of
tobacco, and how you could have passed the Southern lines with that
article is a mystery to us." "'vVell," I replied, "the whole matter
can be satisfactorily explained, if you will only grant me a pass to
General P ATRIOK." A pass was then granted, and a guide conducted
me to the General's tent. He received me most courteously, and, in
a most kind and gentlemanly manner, asked me all particulars concerning my journey. I was enabled to give him every particular,
without any hesitation, which pleased him much. He then suggested

The Gospel }vlagazi1tc.

545

that he should like General MEADE (the General-in-Ohief, commanding the army of the Potomac) to see me, :tnd sent to inquire of the
General if he would like to hear my statement himself. An order for
my appearance at his tent was immediately despatched. General
P ATRICK accompanied me, attended by his man· servant. I was arraigned
before Generals MEADE and PATRICK, being closely questioned by them
as to my journey. They then left the tent, and I was alone for a
considerable time, full of anxiety, almost wishing I had not ventured
so far. On their return, General PATRICK again accompanied me to
his own tent, where he informed me how difficult my case had been
to ,decide, for they had given strict orders that the blockade should be
closely observed-that no one should be allowed to pass-and they were
much surprised that General GREIG had disregarded their orders, by
permitting me to come through, especially as I had a quantity of
tobacco, and remarked that it would not surprise him if General
GREIG lost his post through it, which made me exceedingly sorry, as
I said he had acted a noble part in permitting me to pass. General
PATRICK said that they certainly had reported my case to the War
Department at Washington, but that both General MEADE and himself
were so perfectly satisfied with my statement that, if I would sign a
paper, I should be set at liberty forthwith, and my tobacco should be
protected.
(To be contimled.)

"OLD JONATHAN."
SOMEWHAT over two-and-thirty years having passed since the annexed
appeared in these pages, we are prompted to reproduce it. In so doing,
we wish to testify to the fact of how the Lord is pleased to smile upon
and to bless the simplest and most unpl'etending of means. Our readers
are aware of our interest in little beginnings, seeing, as we have so often
seen, how they lead to large 1'esults. When the thought was first put
into the mind of commencing the publishing of Old Jonathan in broadsheet or newspaper form, how little did we imagine it would not only
be our high privilege to conduct it for over two-and-thirty years, but
that the circulation would, in the aggregate, amount to many millions,
and extend to the very ends of the habitable globe! Oh, what abundant
reason have we, of all men, to bless, praise, and magnify His great
and ever-adorable name, and to call upon our fellow-men" not to despise
the day of small things" :OUR NEW PENNY BROAD.SHEET-" OLD JONATHAN."
BELOVED READERs,-By a reference to our advertising pages, you will see
our announcement of a new and cheap publication. We have greatly felt the
want of it, and it has long been upon our minds to make the attempt, At
the very time it was a matter of prayer before the Lord, and had just been
the subject of discussion, the post brought a letter from some unknown corre·
spondent suggesting such a course, and earnestly urging its adoption. This
looked very like the finger of God.
-''''d_
.
Moreover, in many respects we feel citlled upon to take the step in contem·
plation, Popery, and infidelity, and free-willism are, in our times, making
the most strenuous efforts with the mitsses to further their several views.
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From pulpit, and platform, and press descends, as it were, a mighty torrent
of .what is in no wise calculated spiritually to enlighten and profit the neverdYlllg souls of the perishing multitude, but, contrariwise, for most part, what
emanates therefrom is calculated to stimulate and encourage the evil propensities, depraved inclinations, and atheistical sympathies of our corrupt and
fallen nature.
Moreover, you and ourselves, who profess and rejoice in our belief in
covenant verities, are charged with looking on with a stoical apathy and a
guilty indifl'erence. For you-for ourselves-we deny it. We glory in the
fact, it is true, that "the foundation of God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His"; but we equally rejoice in the
mercy that our God has condescended to connect means and instrumentalities with the great end and purpose He eternally had in view, and which it
pleaseth Him by little and little to develop.
Nor will we give p'ace to any in a disposition to make use of those means
and lawfully to employ those instrumentalities. Our opponents bring against
us . the grave charge of Antinomianism, or Libertinism rather. Let them
prove it. Let them establish, if they can, their charges of indifference to
the value of immortal souls. Let them, by contrast, prove, if so be they
can, that we are wanting in effort for the present and eternal good of our
fellow-men. Which of the two positions-theirs or otbrs-calls for the largest
amount (f self-denial 1 Which encounters greatest difficulty 1 which most
danger 1 With all their boasted exertions, would they exchange positions
with ourselves 1 Would they seize Popery by the beard, and brand it to
its face 1 The task were comparatively easy, situated as they are in
privileged England, under the protection of the iron arm of the law; but
Jet them venture to speak out in priest-ridden Ireland, with all its Ribboniam
and lawlessness, as they vauntingly do in England; and what then 1
But enough! Readers, our time is short. Yet a few years at most, and
we must render an account of . our stewardship. Those few years-it may
re but months-we are increasingly anxious to devote to the honour of the
Best of masters, in seeking the good of souls. We ask you to come to our
aid in the same prompt and generous way in which you have ever been
wont to do. Let another voice echo and re-echo to the utmost bounds of
the habitable globe from this dark and desolate village.
Meet the
libellous charge 'of Antinomianism, Libertinism, indifferentism, or whatever
" ism" with which our enemies may please to brand us, in a prompt, powerful,
practical way. Rebut the charge, not by words, but by deeds! You have
done so. Though, under ordinary circumstances-and if it merely had
reference to ourselves-we would remain silent, yet, inasmuch as every subscriber is more or less maligned by the charge in question, we fearlessly
assert that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE (despised as it may be) stands pre-eminent
in its practical, self-denying exertions for the temporal, spiritual,and eternal
welfare of the human family. Let its monthly report, from the famine of
'46 down to the present time, testify to the truth or otherwise of this
assertion. 'Where is there a parallel 1 What work of its limits can show
equal liberality upon the part of its so-called Antinomian sympathizers 1
Readers, we ask you, in the name of our God, to seek to maintain the
character for genuine Christian liberality and kindness to which (speaking
after the manner of men) you are so justly entitled. Prove, prove, we say,
by conduct as well as conversation, that, though you lay not the weight of
a feather upon anything of creatu1'e doings, yet, as a necessary fruit and
conseqtbence of what has been done for you, you are ready to testify in
every possible practical way whose you are, and to whom you belong.
Another opportunity is afforded you. Encourage the circulation of our
proposed PENNY BROAD-SHEET! Spare the pence; send the simpennies and
the shillings; and you that have the largest hearts, and can best trust
your liberal Lord and Master, follow first impressions (mark this!) and
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down with your pound! You'll not miss it at the end of the year. We
will pledge ourselves to this. And consider what that pound will do! It
will enable you to scatter monthly five-and-twenty copies of our proposed
broad-sheet in the highways and the bye-ways, the lanes, the villages, the
gftrrets, the cellars, and the outhouses of our cities, towns, and hamlets.
Many a poor emigrant, as he is borne away upon the bosom of the mighty
waters to some far-off land, may carry with him this little messenger of
peace, and who shall say what may be effected thereby 1 Come, then, come
to our (1) help, reader! Nay, come "to the help of the Lord against the
mighty," and God, even our God, shall bless!
THE EDITOR.

"HIMSELF HATH DONE IT."
(ISAIAH

xxxviii. 15.)

(Continued from page 492.)

BUT to proceed. At the close of 1886, seeing I had lost so much
during the three previous years, that trade was getting worse and
worse, with no prospect of improvement,' owing to the elastic webs
going largely out of use both at home and abroad, and that my lease
expired at the end of 1887, I resolved, in the deepest anguish of heart,
to retire from the business. Oh, the anxiety attending this resolution!
This Scripture was very descriptive of my case-" And he went out,
not knowing whither he went" (Heb. xi. 8). When I tell the reader
that my determination, taking the condition of the elastic trade into
account, was undertaken in no light spirit, I may be believed I am
sure. My machinery I did not expect would fetch a tenth of its
value, for a large firm in the neighbourhood had sold out by auction
a short time before, owing to the badness of trade, and looms which
had cost £50 did not, in lots of instances, realize £2. Seeing what
theirs fetched, I was determined to do the best I could with mine
without having a public sale. This determination I was enabled,
through the Lord's tender mercy, to carry out; hence I was spared the
expense of an auction.
Before giving particular3 as to the sale of my machinery, I shall
name one or two other matters which I believe set forth most manifestly the Lord's goodness towards me, in spite of all my kicking and
fighting against His purposes. Oh, how have I proved the truth of
His word, "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure."
Hundreds of times have I attributed all my troubles to my having
taken upon myself to speak in the Lord's name *' without having been
sent by Him to labour in His vineyard.
Sometimes I have most
heartily wished I could give it up, and have felt that if I could but see
a way in which I could, with some show of reason, withdraw from it,
I would most certainly do so. Like poor Jonah, I have determined
to go to Tarshish instead of to Nineveh; in other words, to leave the
proclaiming of the Lord's message to some one else rather than do it
any longer myself. I have thought many, many times that I never
could go forth again in His name, owing to my devilish perversity of
• How this reminds us of former similar exercises!
forbearance of our God !-En.

Oh, the patience and

548

The Gosptl M ag,zzille.

heart. Surely I cannot tell the number of occasions upon which I have
ascended the pulpit, fearing I should be put to shame before the
people; that I should be shut up completely because of my base
conduct. But oh, how differently has the Lord dealt with me; and, as
we are commanded to "declare among the people His doings" (Psa.
ix. 11), I feel bounu to testify of it, to the honour of His name, as
illustrative of His tender mercy and compassion to His poor, wayward
children. I shall therefore insert here a page or two from my
preaching note-book, to show how sometimes I have been favoured in
connection with my poor, imperfect labours in the pulpit during the
last few years. The instance here given of the Lord's goodness
occurred during the year 1887. At the time I made the entry I am
about to quote, I had not the slightest idea of ever sending it to the
press j but, having resolved upon giving a short sketch of the last few
years of my life, I see no reason why I should keep it back. Here
it is, then, with very little variation:I arrived at Rochdale at twenty minutes past six p.m. from Manchester, on Saturday, October 15th. Was met at the station by Mr.
CRABTREE, one of the deacons at Hope Chapel. We arrived at his
house about half-past seven, having made several calls on our way. I
felt I could not join in the conversation much, for it seemed as if I
knew nothing by heart-feeling, either of myself as a sinner, or of
Christ as a Saviour. Mr. CRABTREE, however, kept up a conversation
principally by relating incidents of by-gone ministers whom he had
heal"d preach at Hope Chapel. I felt quite interested, but could say
but very little. Before retiring to bed, Mr. CRABTREE read a portion
of Scripture, and asked me to engage in prayer. I felt some degree of
freedom of utterance in pouring out my heart's desires before the Most
High. Retired to rest beseeching the Lord to appear for me on the
coming day, so that I might speak His truth with all boldness. Had
a fair night's sleep, for which I tried to feel grateful.
Breakfast over, I went, at Mr. CRABTREE'S request, to the Sunday
School, to give out a hymn and spend a few minutes in prayer. This
done, I went into the vestry alone to meditate, and ask the Lord to
bless me with His presence during the day. Notwithstanding that the
words I intended speaking from had been npon my mind for three or
four days, I could not arrange them to my own sati3faction. With my
heads-Clr rather, my tails, for I had got my heads in order at homesomewhat in confusion, I went up into the pulpit trembling, and feeling
quite nervous, fearing I should make such a mess of the matter I was
going to handle that the Rochdale people would never w::mt me there
again. I gave out hymn 481, GADSBY'S Selection" Descend from heaven, immortal Dove;
Stoop down and take us on Thy wings,
And mount and bear us far above
The reach of these inferior things," &c,
which was sung most heartily by the congregation. I read the thirtieth
chapter of Jeremiah as the Scripture portion, and then went to prayer.
I had not been speaking many minutes before my fears all fled. My
heart was sweetly cheered with, and made alive to, the things of God.
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The blessed Spirit poured in, and I poured out, under a gracious sense of
the words, "My heart is inditing a good matter; my tongue is the pen
of a ready writer; -I speak of the things which I have made touching the
King." How sweetly, too, did I realize the truth of the words, "They
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." With a melted
heart and tearful eyes I called upon the name of the Lord. The second
hymn I gave out was that Scriptural composition of JOHN KENT'S,
commencing" There is a period, known to God,
When all His sheep, redeemed by blood,
Shall leave the hateful ways of sin,
Turn to the fold, and enter in."

This seemed to me a blessed introduction to the text, the words of
which were, morning and afternoon," They shall come with weeping,
and with supplications will I lead them" (Jer. xxxi. 9). After I had
spoken a few words upon the literal meaning of the text, as applied to
Israel in Babylonish captivity, and their certain and gracious return
therefrom, I laid down four divisions for considering the words under
in their spiritual sig!1ification in relation to the children of God. This
done, I began to speak of the first division-" A sovereign declaration,
and who they are that are embraced by it-' They shall come.''' With
holy boldness I treated of the sovereign power of the Lord J ehovah,
as put forth in the day of regeneration in the soul of every vessel of
mercy, affirming that His "shall come" would fetch them out of the
devil's service, and deliver them from his infernal dominion. Freedom
was felt; the fear of man disappeared like a morning cloud before the
blessed power of the Lord realized in my soul, while speaking upon
Hig ability and determination to accomplish all the good pleasure of
His goodness in the rescuing of His elect from the hand of the old
enemy, Satan. Personal experience was brought to bear here to show
how the Lord rescued me-how He convinced me of my lost state as a
sinner, and how He confirmed, in my case, the truth of the language
which had just been sung-" Glory to God, they ne'er shall rove
Beyond the limits of His love;
Fenced with Jehovah's 'shalls' and' wills,'
Firm as the everlasting hills.
" The appointed time rolls on apace,
Not to propose, but call by grace;
To change the heart, renew the will,
And turn the feet to Zioll's hill."

Having dwelt a little upon this point, I then turned to the consideration of the characters embraced by the declaration. The verse
before the text supplied me with four spiritual features of the Lord's
people who are embraced by the Lord's" shall come."
First, the blind. This blindness, I remarked, did not mean that
they were totally, spiTitually blind, but evidentially so. The Lord's
quickened ones could see their lost state as sinners-could see God's
holiness, as revealed in His holy law-could see that, without an
interest in covenant mercy, flowing from a covenant God in Christ,
they must perish eternally-but they could not see that they were the
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persons to whom the text applied when it said, "They shall come."
" We see not our signs," said the Ohurch of old, "and so," I said, "it
is now oftentimes with the Lord's dear people. Hence they cry, 'Show
me a token for good,' and 'Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour
that Thou bearest unto Thy people. Oh, visit me with Thy salvation.' "
I referred to one special season in my earliest days of spiritual life,
some twenty years ago, when I felt so blind and far off from the
Lord, when He dropped a token for good into my soul, and gave me
for a few moments to see light in His light so clearly as that I felt
sure I was one of His dear coming ones. I related the circumstance,
and quoted the words which so melted me down at the time, and
which, many times since, have afforded me comfort, with the Lord's
blessing. Here the words are. It was the second verse which was
attended with the most sweetness and power" The people of .Tehovah's choice
Are registered on high,
And they shall hear His sovereign
voice,
And by His grace draw nigh.
t<

Far off, depraved, and prone to
stray,
Yet they shall surely come;
For covenant love marks out the
way,
And brings the outcasts home.

" Yes, they shall :lome; 'tis Heaven's
decree;
They shall to .Jesus bow;
This precious 'shall come' conquered me,
And gives me comfort now.
" I wandered from Him while I could,
Till 'shall come' stopped my feet,
And now, through .Tesus' precious
blood,
I shall come to His seat."

I then spoke of the second character mentioned in the context, the
lame.
I observed that the legs of the lame are not equal, neither
naturally nor spiritually. I said I knew by experience what Paul (who
was spiritually lame) meant when he said, "I know that in me (that
is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me, but how to perform that which is good I find not" (Rom. vii. 18).
I told the people I was quite sure I was destitute of all power to do
anything good in God's sight, except He worked in my heart, by the
power of His Spirit, "to will and to do of His good pleasure." I
referred to that Scripture, to prove that the poor soul could only have
the will as the Lord produced it within-" Thy people shall be willing
in the day of Thy power"; and also to that portion to show that, as
the Lord strengthened. His people with His mighty grace, they could
do all things-" I can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth
me," and" My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made
perfect [in soul feeling] in weakness" (2 Oar. xii. 9), &c. I told the
people I would defy the whole of them to disprove, either from the
Word of God or their own experience, what I had advanced upon
this point.
In the third place, I spoke of the woman with child, alluded to in
the context, and said that it signified the Lord's dear people bearing or
carrying in the womb of faith and prayer-it might be in some cases
for years-those whom the Lord, in due time, would bring to the birth,
and manifest as His elect, loved with an everlasting lova. In speaking
of this subject, I referred to my dear mother carrying me spiritually
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for a long time before the Lord manifested me as one of His. How she
used to pray, and sigh, and groan to the Lord, in my hearing sometimes,
for my salvation, I told the people I well remembered. I said, by way
of encouraging thoE\e who might be child-bearing, spiritually speaking,
that I was before them a living witness of the Lord's faithfulness in
bringing to the birth, in His own gracious time and way, those that had
been carried in the womb of faith and prayer. I declared without the
least hesitation that both those who carried, and those who were carried,
would most certainly realize the truth of the text, and what stood connected with it. I told them, too, that I had for some time been carrying one of my dear children, and that scarcely a day passed but what
my heart was drawn out to the Lord on her behalf-that, as I was coming
to Rochdale on the Saturday, while I was meditating on the point
I was treating of, between Stafford and Crewe, my soul was sweetly
affected, and tears started again and again to my eyes as the dear
child's case presented itself to the mind. I said I could not but entertain a firm belief that she was "a vessel of mercy afore prepared unto
glory"; that she was bound in the bundle of life with the Lord God;
that she was an "heir of God," through Christ, and that, although I
could not trace as yet any satisfactory evidence of a work of grace,
and although the devil told me often the time would come when she
would break my heart by her conduct, still I believed that, sooner or
later, she would be brought into the fold here, and at last would join
with her now poor, oft cast-down father in singing, "Unto Him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be
glory and dominion, both now and ever. Amen." (These are my feelings
towards thee, my dear child. God, of His infinite mercy, bless thee,
call thee by His grace, manifest thee as a trophy of electing, redeeming
love, cause thee to be an ornamep.t to His Church here on earth, and
carry thee in His everlasting arms safely to glory. Amen and amen.)
After dwelling rather lengthilr upon this third point, I took up
the fourth and ·last character named in the context, as being embraced by the sovereign declaration, "They shall come "-" he?' that
tmvaileth with child." This, I remarked, was the last stage in nature,
and it was also in grace. Pain, anguish, sorrow, and fear often possessed
her that travailed naturally, and so, I said, it was spiritually. Sometimes it seemed as if the <:piritual child could not be brought forth, but
listen to the Lord's own gracious word on the subject-" Shall I bring
to the birth, and not cause to bring forth 1 saith the Lord: shall I cause
to bring forth, and shut thy womb 1 saith thy God" (Isa. lxvi. D).
" Fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, friends, and relatives," I said, " pray
on, hope on, bear on, for as sure as then' is a God in heaven, so sure
shall you who bear and travail spiritually, and those whom you bear
and bring to the birth also, come to the Gospel Zion-yea, to heaven
itself, for" 'His every word of grace is strong
As that which built the skies;
The voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises.'''
(To be continued.)
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A CONGRATULATORY LETTER. FROM AN ABSENT PASTOll
TO HIS SUNDAY SCHOLARS AND THEIR TEACHERS.
My DEAR LITTLE FRIENDS,-I am delighted to hear, from your kind
Superintendent, this morning, that you had such a pleasant day on
Tuesday, and that all went off well, and without accident. Occurring
as this has done, year after year, and that for so many years, calls
for gratitude on our part to that kind and gracious God and Father
who has thus dealt so mercifully with us.
You remember, my dear children, how special prayer has been
offered, both at school and church, that we might be privileged with
fine weather upon these occasions, and that our annual outings might
pass off without accident. I rejoice to think that not only at school
and church, but at your own homes, prayer has thus been offered.
Moreover, it has been a cause of thankfulness to me to know that
many of the dear children themselves, at their own homes, prayed for
fine weather; nor, blessed be God, were they disappointed. Now, I
am anxious that you should treasure this up in your own minds. I
want it to prove like a store or reserve to which you may resort for
proof and evidence, so that, going forth into a wicked and gainsaying
world as, my dear children, you will have to do, you may be able to
answer those who will cavil at and deny that there is such a thing
as answeTed praye1·. You may thus be able to say, "I know it"; and
when the disputant says, "How do you know it ~" you may be able to
answer, "Because I have pToved it." And when the question again is
asked, "When and where 1" you may be able to say, "Why, when
we had had rain for many days and nights together, and we prayed
that God would be pleased to send fine weather for our annual outings,
He did send it." That is the answer I want you to be able to give.
And remember this, dear children, the Lord is pleased to give these
answers to prayer in order that they may prove a stimulus and
enr.ouragement to pray at other times, and on account of other mattersyea, at all times and under all circumstances. Such answers to prayer
should prompt us to put the Lord to the test, and lead us to act upon
the warrant of His own Word, " Be careful for nothing, but in everything,
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known unto God." The Lord loves the prayers of little children.
They are as sweetest music in His ears. He thinks more of the
prayers of little children than the adoration of angels that have never
sinned. He delights to see that little children here. in this world of sin
and iniquity, can depend upon His word and trust His promise, although
they have never seen Him nor heard His voice-" Suffer. the little
children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the
kingdom of heaven." "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." Now, whoever is led to act
upon this great principle of calling upon God, whenever it may be,
wherever it may be, or on whatsoever account, does bring glory to His
ever-adorable name, because it bespeaks confidence in Him, and a belief
in His own declaration and promise.
Then, again, with respect to the prayers of the little ones. You
have heard me say that the first hope I ever had in the mercy of
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God was in connection with a little prayer I offered when quite a u'ee
boy. It followed me with hope and expectation for years and years;
and at length, blessed be God, was realized to the joy and rejoicing
of my heart.
But, with respect to the present year and your recent outing, the
answer to prayer has indeed been most marked and conspicuous, because
the season has been, and continues to be, so very wet and unseasonable. The newspapers state that such an amount of rain has not fallen
during the month of July for seventy-five years. I assure you, the
appearance of the poor children who have come here to Southsea upon
their recent outings has been most pitiable. They have been drenched
with the rain, and in that state have had to return to their homes,
even as far as London and Birmingham and VVolverhampton. My
heart has ached for them; and this has made me the morE' anxious on
behalf of you, my dear children. In pleading with the Lord, I have
ventured to tell Him how many little ones were looking up to Him
-how they were watching and waiting for answers. I entreated Him
to hear, and went so far as to say it might have its influence upon
them in after years. They might treasure up such answer to their
prayers, as I, long before them, had done. Hence I do rejoice, my dear
children, in the kind answer the Lord has thus given; and I pray Him
that it may not be lost upon you, but that, in after years, and in the
midst of anxieties and perplexities from a life of which it is said,
"Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward," you may take
courage, and say, "The Lord did answer prayer, when I was a child,
at our school outing, when we went to Weston-super-Mare, on the last
day of July, 1888; and I will try Him again now, in my present trial
and difficulty, for' is there anything too hard for the Lord 1 ' "
I take this opportunity, my dear children, of thanking you for the
many letters you have written me, during my stay here. I have read
them with deepest interest. Whether I shall ever be permitted to
return and again minister to and among you, I know not. This remains
with Him in whose hands our times are; but whether or not this be
my privilege, be assured I shall ever continue to remember you at the
throne of grace, and plead with the Lord that He may be your God,
your Guardian, and your Guide here, and finally your everlasting portion hereafter.
I am, my dear children, your loving Friend and Pastor,
D. A. DOUDNEY.

Stanley Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea, August 2nd, 1888.

P.S.-Since writing the foregoing, I have received a letter from the
kind Sllperintendent of the Girls' School, who confirms the report from
Mr. BRITTON, in regard to the favourable weather on Tuesday. She
thus writes:" We have great and abundant reason for raising our Ebenezer, and
praising our Father as a prayer-hearing and answering God. The
day was all that we could wish, being neither too hot nor windy, but
without a spot of rain. On Sunday last we asked all the children who
liked, to remain for a short prayer-meeting, and a number of even
small ones did so. A mother told me yesterday that her little one said
2 0
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to her, I What must I say, mother, when I say my prayers, about
Tuesday ~ , She replied, ' You must ask God for :t fine day.' ' And
will He ~' asked the child. She could not tell how to answer, fearing
it might not be His will."
This letter, my dear children, confirms what I before said, with
respect to the dear little ones, in regard to praying, and watching unto
prayer, in connection with these annual school outings. My interest upon
these matters led to my publishing the two little booklets entitled,
"Divine Condescension and Ca1'e, as seen at School Excu1'sions," and "A
P1'aye1'-Hea1'ing God,. 01', WOl'ds of Ghee1' /01' Pa1'ents and Teachers."
In further proof of how much this subject has pressea upon the
minas of my parishioners for even years past, as I have already
intimated in my letter, a note has just come to hand whilst I was in
the act of writing, in which the writer says :"It is wit.h heartfelt thanks to our God and Father in Christ Jesus
I write, for His so great goodness and kindness, in most unmistakably
answering prayer. What an able God He proves Himself to be! How
my poor heart did rise in thankfulness to God, knowing how dear
St. Luke's is watched as regards their outings. One told me yesterday
that he had known the school for twenty-seven years, and that they
had had only two wet afternoons in that time. The outing passed off
as well as could be desired. Not a hitch anywhere."
I cannot but add, may the Lord be praised for this His renewed so
great mercy, especially when we take into account, as already stated,
what the weather so long has been, and still is, this day's papers giving
lengthy particulars of the disastrous floods which are prevailing in
various parts of the kingdom, leading to the wide-spread destruction
IIf the crops, both cut and still standing, waiting for the scythe or
the sickle.
Moreover, I have been lea to ask the Lord that the present so anxious
and, humanly speaking, unseasonable weather may awaken men's minds
to a deep and becoming sense of our dependence, as creatures, upon the
goodness and mercy of that Almighty One" in whom we live, and move,
and have our being."
To THE TEACHERS AT ST. LUKE'S.
My DEAR FRIENDS AND FELLOW-LABOURERS,-I sincerely congratulate you upon the renewed proof that the Lord is indeed the Hearer
and Answerer of prayer. Considering the state of the weather, for
many weeks past, and at a period when the newspapers are teeming
with reports of the disastrous floods that are now so wide-spread, ~he
Lord's recent interposing hand has been the more remarkable, and
condescending, and gracious. You may well take encouragement therefrom, my dear friends. As' I have intimated in my letter to the dear
children, I have been the' more st~uck with it this year in consequence of the scenes I have witnessed here in regard to the excur·
sionists and the school,outings from very distant places, ,My heart
has ached for the poor 'children, so pitiable has been .their plight.
Moreover, as I have likewise intimated in my letter, I have felt that
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the dear children would be watching the Lord's dealings at this
juncture. It would prove, as it were, a turning-point in many a young
mind, as to whether the Lord really heard prayer or not. Now, this
I was led to plead before Him.
I am sure, my dear friends, we have every encouragement to do so,
especially in these days of scepticism and infidelity. The plainer we are
with the Lord, the plainer will His kind and gracious hand be seen.
We have a most decided warrant and example, as given in His own Word.
See the pleas of Moses, Exodus xiv. 13-17, and Joshua vii. 6-9.
What a stay to my own mind have these pleas and arguments proved,
in my own experience, times without number!
The Lord loves earnestriess and importunity. Indeed, it is one object
that He has in view in His dealings with His people. Strange and
improbable as it may appear, it is one of the methods He condescendingly adopts for the fulfilment of His own loving purpose and
gracious invitation, "Let Me see thy face, let Me hear thy voice, for
sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely."
I fuil well know that, with the sight of ourselves, in our sinfulness,
waywardness, ingratitude, and distrust, which the Lord, little by little,
gives us. we may regard such condescension and compassion upon the
part of the Lord as unlikely, if not altogether impossible. Such,- however, is not the case. Be it, therefore, ours yet more and more to test
Him-to "put Him," as He Himself says, ," in remembrance." Let us
try Him, and see if He will not do as He has said-" open the windows of
heaven and pour us out a blessing." I am sure we are not straitened in
Him, but in ourselves. We have not because we ask not. In my little
experience I have proved-and that for years and years-that as surely
as I was stirred up to ask this or that at the Lord's hands, He' was as
surely about to bestow. I have been much impressed lately with the
words, "He delighteth in mercy."
But I must stop. Peace be with you, dear, dear friends. I know
you will continue to pray for
Your Friend and Pastor,
August 31'd, 1888.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON ON DEPRESSION OF SPIRITS.
IN an article in The Sword and Trowel for July, Mr. SPURGEON writes
with great force upon the above subject. In it he clearly intimates
that, whatever may be the constitutional cheerfulness, or however a
person may be indulged with a hopeful tone and a lively bearing of
mind and heart, it is but for the Lord to withdraw His manifestive
presence, or withhold the cheery feeling He had previously inspired, and
such person, as a consequence, would sink, we had nearly said, into the
very vortex of despondency and hopelessness. His surroundings at once
present the most gloomy and forbidding aspect, in place of all that had
previously strengthened and animated. If there be one tone of mind
more than another we personally covet, it is that expressed by the
Prophet-" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace [peace, peace] whose
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." This condition
precludils extreme depression on the one hand, and a dangerous delight
202
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on the other. Doubtless Dr. WATTS was personally familiar with the
two extremes when he said" We should suspect some danger nigh
When we possess delight."

The following extracts are from the aforenamed article, entitled:IN THE LORD'S HAND.
Row thoroughly we are in the hand of God, even as clay in the hand of
the potter! All things, as to our condition and our feeling, are under His
absolute control. Sufferers are made to kno,,' this, and it may not be use·
less if one of that fraternity should record his impressions on that point.
Men in health and vigour may set up to be independent; but when the
Lord's hand is heavily laid upon us, we take a lower place, and own ourselves to be crushed before the moth, and only in existence at all because
the gracious power of God preserves us in being.
We are in the Lord's hand as to suffering. If He resolves to chasten, we
cannot escape His rod. By one means or another He can afilict the most
callous, and bring the most obstinate to his knees. As to His own children,
.the Lord can soon lay them low by those many methods of wisdom which
ard at His disposal. Nor can He merely grieve the flesh, but He can also
'vex the spirit, and cause the iron to enter into the spirit. Gall on the
palate is bitter enough, but the Lord can pour wormwood into the soul, and
'that is ten thousand times worse. You can shut your mouth to a nauseous
drug, but there is no closing the heart against a deadly grief. So penetrating and insinuating are despondency and depression, that no soul is
secure against their entranc(J.
However strong the constitution and robust the health, we are laid low in
a moment, and the giant is helpless as a babe. Our flesh becomes like a
meadow spotted with mole· hills, and our soul is tunnelled through and through
with secret ways of penetrating sensibility.
It is vain, then, for any of us to say, "My mountain standeth firm; I
shall never be moved." We live in an earthquake country, whero even the
hills are made to move themselves. At the will of the Lord our stable,t
comforts bow like the reeds by the river when the rough wind sweeps down
the stream-nay, and not only our comforts are moved to aad fro, but ourselves, which is far worse, for "a wounded spirit who can bear 1" YE:t
who in this battle of life, where arrows fly in showers, can always hope to
be without a wounded spirit 1
.
It would be well if those who are in the heyday of their mirth, and in
the full flush of mental vigour and animal l!pirits, would think very tenderly of others who are of a sorrowful temperament, for in a moment they
may themselves be brought into like depl·cssion. I have seen the strong
mail, in his hardness, crushing the mournful; and I have seen with pity
the same man weeping and looking around for comfort, with what he was
wont to call a womanish weakness. It is no new thing for the man of
iron to rust down into the dust of sensitiveness, or the child of jollity to
become the heir of despondency. Where now his jests· at melancholy 1
'Where now his chidings of sorrow 1 In a moment the dancing day has
sobered down into the night of lamentation. Let the prosperous and glee.some so act amid their mirth as to leave themselves no stings of conscience
when the fogs of adversity are chilling them to the marrow.
ThUS, 0 child of God, thou seest thyself to be in the Almighty Hand as
to thy liability to soul-dist.ress. But where else wouldst thou be 1 Surely,
it is better to be unreservedly in the hand of the Lord than to have unrestricted liberty for thine own will and wish. It had better be as God wills
than as we will. The sovereignty of God we would not wish to bound.
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"Let Him do as seemeth Him good." One would not wish to put a limit
to what our Heavenly Father shall do with us. Let Rim have absolute
control over every part of us at every time. That corner of our nature out
of which we could keep our God would surely be the focus of a curse, the
seed-plot of a hell.
" My times are in Thy hand;
Father, I wish them there."
As the bravely patient man stretches himself out before the surgeon, and
surrenders himself to the knife, anxious that ha may neither groan nor stir,
so in strong faith the believer in the Lord God lies passive in His hand,
and prays that his own will may never assert itself again excer;t it be to
say "Amen" to the will of J ehovah, be it what it may.
Oh, friend, hast thou learned this lesson 1 I am learning it lettej' by
letter; but sometimes I fear I am f01'getting it as fast as I learn it. Of
late, in my experience, t1-ial has followed trial, even as I have seen the
white-maned waves rushing after each other as though the hindmost would
overleap the j·est. There must be a reason for this divine persistence in
inflicting grief. Perchance it is that the lesson which is bemg taught me
may be well learned, even as a line often cut into the brass is all thli
more clear and indelible. However, there will not be one more pain or
depression than there ought to be, for He who dispenses the potion
watches every grain and drop.
What a comfort to have a God in it all! What should I do without my
covenant God and Father 1 How could I have come lhus far without Him
in my strange mountain pathway? I had been dashed to atoms long ago
had not Hlil held me up.

Our dear friend and brother in Christ thus replies to a line of sympathy addressed to him :-Westwood, Beulah Hill, Upper NOj'wood, July 19th, 1888.
DEAR FRIEND,-It was most kind of you to write me. The Lord bless
yeu, and restore you. He has been graciously my Helper while wave has
followed wave. I am washed nearer to Him, and not carried away.
You are going home. Be glad that you are taken from the evil to come.
Yet why do I say so 1 for the Lord will be with us if we are bidden to
tarry, and He will bring us through.
The glorious truths which have been to us more than our necessary food
are much derided of men, but yet they fail not, neither are they left without witness. I am as much persuaded of the ultimate triumph of the truth
as if I saw all the kings of the earth bowing down before it, and far more
so, for the Lord is on its side.
Receive my hearty love, sympathy, and gratitude. Peace be unto you.
I hope to hear that you are yet able to preach again.
Yours very heartily,
C. H. SPURGEON.

In the same number of Sword and Trowel, Mr. SPURGEON thus writes
of his beloved but deeply afflicted wife and so great helpmeet :Mrs. SPURGEON requests us to say that she hopes applications for books
will not yet be sent in. She is no more able tu attend to business than she
was a month ago. Often has she tried to answer some of the letters which
are waiting, but we have grieved to see her make the attempt, since she
has had to give it up as hopeless. It is a grtat sorrow to see her so bereft
of all stren~th. If Bhe could but muster enough physical force to attend to
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her beloved life.work, we should then have hope of her speedy recovery;
but till she can set parcels of books in motion towards poor ministers'
home" we shall know that she is living only to suffer. Suffering, however,
is not a new thing to her, nor is she lacking in the patience which is
needed for this part of the Lord's service.

What husband that knows the keenness of feeling attendant upon the
weakness and sufferings of a delicate wife, but must sympathize with
,Mr. SrURGEoN. in this his additional sorrow ~ Standing as he has for
so many years in the forefront of the battle, and of late called as he
has been to engage in a thankless warfare with so many professed
bretnren, he does indeed stand in need of very special support under
his varied trials, added as they are to his own personal so great physical
suffering. For ourselves we can, in all earnestness and sincerity, say,
we feel intensely for him, and pray on his account that, as afflictions
abound, so may divine consolation and supernatural strength and courage
much more abound.

"SEE THAT YE FALL NOT OUT BY THE WAY."
(GENESIS

of God, as you journey
along,
Brighteuing the path with communion
and song,
Ohan~es may come ere the close of the
day,
" See that ye fall not out by the way."
CHILDREN

I

Faults and sad failings in others you'll
find'
Think of 'your own; 'be forbearing and
kind;
Lovingly warn when the wanderers
stray;
"See that ye fall not out by the
way."

Peace and salvation by ;resus are
given;
Concord and love are the sweet bonds
of heaven;
Peace shall outlive all the tumults of
war'
Love wili remain when life's changes
are o'er.

Whel~

Scarb01·01~gh.

Is he wrong-headed, ungrateful, and
base 1
Does he throw back your kind help in
your face 1
How have you treated your Brother
and Friend;resus, who loved you, and loves to
the end 1
Wait till his soul with contrition be
blest;
.
Wait till in Ohrist he find pardon and
rest;
Then, in the joy of your heart, you
will say"Brother, why did we fall out by the
way1"

Burdens you're called on to cheerfully
share,
Foes to forgi ve, and all malice forbear;
Look up for streng~h to the Faithful
and True;
Think of the burden He carried for
you.
your poor brother seems bent
to go wrong,
Bear with him, pray for him, help him
along;
Treat him not coldly, but kindly, I
pray;
"See that ye fall not out by the
way."

xlv. 24.)

I

Soon shall our wilderness wanderings
be past;
Strife and division be ended at last;
Darkness be lost iu the blaze of the
'day,
Where there is no falling out by the
way.
W. S. ROBINSON.
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l1rot£~ta:nt ~£!tton.
THE PROGRESS OF POPERY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I am much interested in seeing .the attention you are
drawi~g in your excellent Magazine to the subject of ~opery, and. t~e
neceSSIty that the public should be aroused to the rapid progress It IS
making in England. I am now in my eighty-sixth year, and remember
a conversation I heard when on my wedding journey, in 1825, between
my husband and a friend we accidentally met in Italy. Our friend
was a Liberal, and contended that Romanists had a righf to equal
political power, notwithstanding England was a Protestant country. My
husband, who had spent some time in Italy, and had carefully watched
its inner workings, maintained that Romanism was unchanged, and that,
if ever the Catholic Emancipation Bill passed, from that time" the sun
of Great Britain would set"-that they might not live to see it fifty
years hence, but tho~e who did would find his words verified. Does not
this seem to have been prophetic 1 England appears now under judicial
blindness. Has the spirit of JOHN KNOX died out 1 Surely there are
many Protestant Christian men who will be found to take up this allimportant subject. How few know the English coronation oath! It
should be printed in large type in all our periodicals and newspapers,
so that attention mighb be called to it, and the country saved from
the utter ruin that will follow if Popery becomes dominant. We see
the judgments of God are bringing us down by' reason of this and
other national sins that are sanctioned by our Government, at home
and abroad.
I am, dear sir, yours respectfully,
M. M.

ROMANISM AND CRIME.
STATISTICS show that, where the confessional is most practised, there
crime abounds, and it cannot be otherwise. Take murder. In England
only four men out of every ten millions is a murderer; but in Italy
we have one hundred and seventeen murderers in every ten million
inhabitants. The Papal States, which were governed entirely by the
Pope and the priests, were the worst of all, for there were· one
hundred and eighty-seven murderers in every ten millions of the
inhabitants.
It may be said that all this is the result of bad government. Very
likely; but the bad government in every case arises from Popery.
Life is never highly yalued where Popery has a hold, whether in
Ireland or anywhere else. Take vice. In Protestant London only four
per cent. of our births are illegitimate. In Protestant Berlin it is only
eighteen per cent.; but in Roman Catholic Austria the percentage is
fifty-one-more than one half. Take crime. One Protestant in every
one hundred and thirty-two is a criminal, whereas one in every twentyseven of the Papists is a criminal. Nations are low, grovelling, and
behind the age which are under the heel of Rome, and it is the- con-
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fessional which takes the manly spirit OHt of them. Let man cease
to look to priests to forgive them their sins, but let them look up to
God, who delighteth in mercy, and who will abundantly pardon the
penitent.
A MODERN PROPHET.
THE Rev. :M. BAXTER, a clergyman of the Church of England (Editor
of the Christian Herald), recently gave, at the Portland Hall, Southsea,
a series of lectures on "Coming Events," in which he prophesied the
most disastrous wars within the next two years, and the end of this
age on April 11 th, 1901. According to the prophecies of Daniel and
the Book of Revelation, the ancient Roman empire was to be restored,
under an allied confederacy. It now consisted of twenty-three kingdoms,
but these would be changed into ten, to accomplish which there would
be wars of the most sanguinary and disastrous character. These must,
occur between 1888 and 1891 j and he anticipated that, as the peace
must be proclaimed in 1891 (in Passover week), the war must break
out within a twelve-month. As IrE\land, India, and the Colonies were
not in the Roman Empire, and' England was, the latter must lose
them-at least legislatively. He was afraid the wars would be disastrous for England. France and Germany would have another war, in
which the Germans would be beaten. The French would recover their
lost provinces of Alsace and Lorraine, besides ,conquering Holland, and
Belgium, and other States j and as London would then be too rich a
prize for them to resist, they would invade England.
Mr. BAXTER quoted Lord WOLSELEY'S remarks as to this country
not being ready to resist an invasion. He hoped that, when the invasion
did occur, England, by a timely surrender, and by paying a subsidy,
would get the enemy to leave without doing much damage. Portsmouth
would sufft\r j and they might have, within twelve months, some regiments of Zouaves quartered in the lodgings at Southsea, instead of the
summer visitors. The Antichrist was to be JEROME NAPOLEON j and
wars of even a more horrible character were to break out in 18960,
in which year the Christians then living (144 000) were to be caught
up to heaven without dying, The Saviour was to descend on earth on
April 11th, 1901.-Pol'tsmouth Post.
PASSING NOTES.
an extract from the letter of one of our old parishioners,
under date April 1st, 1886 :"If Home Rule is given, we shall be obliged to leave this, as
no Prutestant will be allowed to live in the :South of Ireland. Indeed, I think no part of Ireland will be safe. If we get out of it
with our lives, we may be thankful. You cannot imagine the change
that has come over the people since you knew them."
THE followin~ is

MANY persons who appear to repent are like sailors who throw their
goods overboard in a storm, and wish for them again in a calm.-Mead.
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FAITH AND FEELING.
To the Editor of tlw Gospel Magazine.
My VERY DEAR FRIEND,-I send a few extracts from "Saltmarsh
on Free Grace," as I promised. I shall be glad if you can find room
for all in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Meeting with this book much confirmed the lessons the Lord kindly taught me more than forty years
ago, and which have been an intense comfort and stay to my soul
ever since. U nti! God's children are enabled to rest upon the faithful
promise of God to the character He makes, instead of frames and
f~elings, there can be no solid rest, or the life of faich.
I am, yours affectionately in best bonds,
Sonthsea, July 7th, 1888.
J. C. MARTIN.
EXTRACTS FROM SALTMARSH.
"I cannot but wonder at any that keep broken-headed souls in acts
of preparation and qualification, from the act of believing, as if such
could believe too suddenly; and many a one loses some degrees of faith
while they are seeking it thus in the evidence of their works, for,
while faith is kept off from Christ, and the soul suspended, faith becomes weaker and weaker; but when exercised upon Christ in the
promises, it soon brings a clearer evidence with it than can any other
way be ministered."
" None can believe too soon or too steadfastly in Jesus Christ our
Highteousness, because righteousness is revealed from faith to faith;
and while we believe not, we live not properly, for 'the just shall
live by faith.'''
" So we ought not to stay, either for a certain degree of repentance, or
humiliation, or any. other grace, but we are to believe, that we may
have evidence, for (faith worketh by love.' All these are to be added
to faith, or to work from faith; nor are we to stay our believing till
we be assured by some signs that we do believe. We are to believe that
we may know that we do believe, for the witness comes by believing,
'the Spirit bearing witness.'''
"The nature and properties of true, saving faith are better discerned in
the Word and Christ, than in the soul that hath them, because they
are not seen in the soul purely, but surrounded with corruption, which,
like mud in the water, troubles the sight and the spiritual discerning;
and that makes so many believers, who can spiritually judge, care so
little to see themselves in their own righteousness, but in Christ's."
" Now, the great mistake which I find in this, and ages before, is the
singling out the properties of true faith, and sending a believer to get
his assurance from them in himself, which caused the believers of
former ages to walk in bondage, though possessed of the spirit of
adoption, and to make up their assurance much like the believers
under the law, from their obedience, and repentance, and humiliation
in themselves, Christ being much in the dark as to them, and little
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seen by them. And much of the same darkness covers this age we
live in, who are very dark in that mystery of glory which Paul speaks
of, in believers-' As sorrowing, and yet always rejoicing; as dying, and
yet, behold, we live; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.'"
"Do not they that would believe only if their sins were less, or less
heinous, believe rather upon some ground in themselves, than upon
God's promises 1"
"Election and condemnation, being secret things, belong to the Lord,
were not revealed in the Word to hinder from believing, for that
were against God's goodness and mercy, revealed in Christ; and they
that make such use of them serve not the Lord's ends, but Satan's, for
such an end is against the sweet simplicity of the Gospel of Christ.
The only ground for any to believe is, 'He is faithful that hath promised'
-not anything in themselves. 'This is the commandment, that ye
believe 011 the Son of God.' "
"A person justified, or in covenant, is as pure in the sight of God as
the righteousness of Christ can make him (though not so in his own
eyes, that there may be work for faith), because God sees His children
only in Christ-not in themselves."
"No sins can make God, who loves for ever, and is unchangeable,
change in His love; and yet a believer justly grieves for sin, because
it grieves the Spirit of his God; and, though he knows sin cannot
now alter the love of God, yet, because it hides it, he hates it. In this
sense it separates not eternally, but from temporal communion with
God, 'grieving the Holy Spirit of God.'''
"The Spirit of Christ sets a believer as free from hell, the law, and
bondage here on earth, as if he were in heaven; nbr wants he anything
to make him happy in the enjoyment of it, but a revelation of it to him."
"There is no sm, past, present, or to come, which Christ did not pay
down the price of His blood for upon the cross, 'making peace through
the blood of His cross'; and yet a believer will avoid and hate sin
as much as if all his sins were to pay for yet, knowing that he is not
redeemed to sin, but from sin."
" A believer, in all his dealings with God, either by prayer, or other
way of drawing near, is to state and consider himself thus in Christ, in
the first place, in the relation of sonship and righteousness, and to look
at, or consider sins no otherwise in himself than as debts paid and
cancelled by the blood of Christ."
"Others dare not believe themselves in such a condition, till upon
certain terms of humiliation, sorrow for sin, works of righteousness,
they have, as they think, produced a reasonable measure of, as a price
or satisfaction to come with; then the will begins to believe, hope,
and be confident; and thus, in way of compounding and bargaining
with God, deal with Him on all occasions."
"Now, the dispensation of the Gospel thus laid down is for the better
dispensing it to the souls of His people, that divine and spiritual
things might be more effectually conveyed in a comprehensive and
natural way, as a key is made to fit the wards of a lock. And these
ends are to be answered rather than to stir up any supposed free-will
in man, as some imagine, for the Gospel is not preached upon freedom of will in any but those who are made willing to receive it, in
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a way as near to their own condition and nature as can be, for none
are converted against their will, but their will is spiritually changed,
so that they are made willing in the day of His power."
"The promises are words whereby God engages Himself to man freely
of grace; and as His promises are of grace, so His performances are
in faithfulness, and in these promises the love of the Father, Son, and
Spirit are revealed with the treasures and riches of salvation to sinners.
Thus all is made over upon word of oath and promise to us, and by
our believing, and taking in the things of Jesus Christ, upon God's
engagement, He stands bound Himself freely to give all, and we must
receive all as a free gift from Him."
"The promises that God makes in Christ are free, and, being made
before in Christ, are firm, for Christ is all that to God that we should
be unto Him, and we are in Christ,· Sf) Christ takes away all discouragements and excustls in any that dare not believe themselves to
be heirs on account of their unworthiness; therefore 'the· Spirit and
the bride say, Come. And whosoever will, let him come, and take
of the water of life freely'" (Rev. xxii. 17).
SOME FEARS BELIEVERS HAVE.

1. They are, [SALTMARSH says] and they are not, persuaded, their
sins are pardoned.
2. They are persuaded some sins are pardoned, but not some others,
which they have most offended in.
3. They fear still God may not intend them such grace as He promises, and thereby are tempted to suspect the Gospel.
4. They think, if God does pardon them, yet they may provoke Him
again, sooner or later, to revoke or change.
5. They suppose they cannot transgress as they do, and yet not be
accountable to wrath; they cannot but be sinners in God's sight as well
as their own.
6. They think afflictions are sent upon them in wrath for their sins,
and they cannot consider God in them but as angry, so they help the
afflictions to afflict them.

"'Ve are to consider that one sin cannot be forgiven, but all must
be forgiven. It was one complete hody of sin Christ removed j thus
Jesus Christ hath done away all sins-' For this Man, after He had
offered one sacrifice for sin for ever, sat down on the right hand of
God' (Heb. x. 12).
" You are not to separate repentance from believing, nor believing from
repentance, nor either from Jesus Christ, nor Jesus Christ from them;
yet for the sake of neither of them does Christ come to the soul, but
Christ brings them in, and works them more and more in the soul, and
that upon these grounds :"1. Christ is not ours by any act of our own, but God's, God giving,
imputing, and accounting Him to the soul. 'fo make Christ ours is
an almighty work, and not the work of anything created; though
Christ was ours before, and consequently without faith, by. a power

564

The Gospel Magazmc.

more glorious and infinite j yet we cannot here know Him to be ours
but by believing, nor partake of Him as ours but by faith.
"2. If faith should give us our interest in Ohrist, then, when our faith
began, our interest began j and as our faith increases our interest increases, and we should be more and more justified and forgiven, which
none allow, but call strong faith the faith of assurance and manifestation j and if faith thus hath degrees of working, why not a beginning?
'It is the evidence of things not seen' (Heb. xi. 1).
"Oan a sinner be too foul for such a Saviour, or too wounded for such
a Physician to heal, or too filthy for such a Fountain to cleanse?"
EXTRACT FROM MR. ROGERS (QUOTED BY SALTMARSH).
Divers mistake, and look for something to ground on in themselves,
and so are woefully bewildered and in great perplexity. It is as if one
should not set a young tree, but let it lie above the ground till they
J. O. M.
see what it will bear.
THE SERVICE OF SUFFERING.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Having again been in the deep waters of
bodily affliction, I have thought much about you, and feel now desirous
to tell you of the Lord's goodness to me. Bless His dear name, we
would speak well of Him, would we not? Oh, dear sir, is He not a
very present help in all our trials, sorrows, and afflictions?
I have been laid aside for ten weeks.
I was taken very ill with
bronchitis, then congestion of the lungs. All my dear Ohristian friends,
as well as the doctor, thought that the dear Lord was about to take
me home. Yes, and I longed to go. At the same time, I was enabled
to
" Lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."
I had many sweet promises. One Sabbath morning these words came
with much power, "Thou art all fair, My love: there is no spot in
thee." This made me long more and more to be with Him-to be
" Far from a world of grief and sin,
With Christ eternally shut in."
" There to behold His lovely face
Without a veil between."
Oh, my dear brother, "what will it be to be there?" Oh, may you
have many a sweet and blessed foretaste of it! I often think of you
-yes, and pray for you. Oh, may the Lord bless the means that
are being used for your recovery, if His will, and spare you for
years to come j and may you yet be enabled to speak once more in His
dear name, which we know your soul delights to do. But if the Lord
has designed it otherwise, may you, with all your dear friends, be
enabled to fall in sweet submission into His hands, and say, "It
is the Lord: le~ Him do what seemeth Him good," knowing He is
"too wise to err, and too good to be unkind."
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When I was so ill, many times my dear sisters and Christian friends
were called around my bed, thinking every breath would be my last.
To see them weeping so was really a trial to me. I felt and said they
ought to rejoice, for I felt so happy in the prospect of being with my
precious Jesus, where there would be no more sin nor sorrow, but where
we should unite with the dear redeemed ones in singing the everlasting song, "Unto Him who has loved us, and washed us from all our
sins in His most precious blood." I had no fear of death, but my time
was not come.
I am now much better, though very weak. I am a wonder to every
one, but the greatest wonder to myself. I do want His dear people
to help me to praise Him for all His goodness tome, both in providence as well as in grace. Bless His dear name, though I have lost
my legs, and have a poor afflicted body, I have not lost my God. No.
"The Lord liveth, and blessed be my Rock, and let the God of my
salvation be exalted."
Oh, my dear sir, do "magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt
.His name together." Oh, that my soul could love and praise Him more!
I do feel, it' any poor sinner has reason to praise Him more than
another, it is 1. I do not want anything altered. Oh, when I think
of His great goodness to me during my long affliction, over twenty-two
years-how He has put it into the hearts ot His dear children to send
help in every time of need, both known and unknown to me, but all
are well known to Him! Honours for ever crown His glorious head!
He has been, and is still to me, "the Chiefest amongst ten thousand,
and the altogether lovely," and I can say, "This is my Beloved, and
this is my Friend."
I do desire to return you, dear sir, my many thanks for so kindly
continuing to send me the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan, which
I much enjoy, and I would also again return you many thanks for all
your kindnesses to me; and you have been the honoured instrument in
the Lord's hand of raising me up many kind friends, and the Lord is
so kind to incline their hearts to send help in times of need. Though
afflicted these many years, yet I have never wanted for one meal of food.
All my needs have been wonderfully supplied up to the present moment,
and I have at this time faith to believe that they will be to my journey's
end. This sweet promise was much blessed to me about a fortnight
ago-" Fear thou not, for I am with me; be not dismayed, for I am
thy God : I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." Oh, these
blessed "Fear nots" !
For an hour during my last affliction I had a great conflict with
Satan, when these words came-" Why art thou cast down,O my soul,
and why art thou disquieted within me 1 hope thou in God, for thou
shalt yet praise Him"; and I said, "Yes, and I shall praise."
All
was right in a moment. I was enabled to say again, "Get thee behind
I was feeling, if the Lord did not appear, I could not
me, Satan!"
bear it longer, bein~ so weak. Bless Him, He always comes in the
right time, does He not 1
But I fear I shall weary you j but one thing more I want to tell you
of-the Lord's goodness to me in providence, which is, a dear, gracious
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woman came from Bradford, in Yorkshire, to hear Mr. SCHOFIELD, and
wanted to get lodgings for a few nights, and was directed to dear Mrs.
SHEPPARD'S, where I Jive. She came, and after two or three days I
was taken ill, and she kindly said she would stay and nurse me for
nothing, and that dear soul is still with me. Here was a wonderful
interposition in providence. Oh, we did see the dear Lord's hand in
it! Dear Mr. and Mrs. SHEPPARD are just the same as when I came
here first, and never seem weary in waiting upon me. They seem to feel
it a pleasure to do anything for my comfort; but my still being so ill,
I was not able to be left day or night, and these dear ones having the
duties of life to attend to, and a little family, we could not do without
some one. It did seem so mysterious for dear Mrs. PICKLES to come
just at the time when help was so much needed; but we can only say
"it was the Lord's doing~, and how marvellous in our eyes." "0
give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good!"
With much Christian love to you and Mrs. DOUDNEY, craving an
interest in your prayers, I remain,
Yours in a precious Christ,
RUTH LINDSAY.
10, Timbrell Street, Trowbridge, Wilts, July 31st, 1888.
COMMENTS.
What a marvellous example does the foregoing letter give of the
mighty power and. divine all-sufficiency of the Lord of Hosts! Many
of our readers will remember the case of RUTH LINDSAY, to whom we
were introduced some few years since at Trowbridge. At the time we
were not in -the least aware that, in consequence of disease having invaded her system, she had to undergo, from time to time, if we mistake not, thirteen distinct operations, by which at length she was
deprived entirely of both her legs. Had we not seen for ourselves, we could not have believed that so placid and calm a countenance could possibly have been retained after such sufferings. and so
painful and repeated an ordeal. Such, however, was the fact. Moreover, speaking of the death of her mother, which took place some two
or three years since, Miss LINDSAY, in writing to us, said she; felt it
more than the loss of her legs! But, added to this tremendous. sacri~
flee of the loss of her limbs, and being rendered perfectly helpless, and
so entirely dependent upon the aid of others, our correspondent is a
great sufferer from bronchitis and other maladies... Her support, however-yea, her divine consolation-may be gathered from her own
testimony, as given in the foregoing letter. In the contemplation of
such plain and undeniable facts, well may we say, with the poet" Wonders of grace to God belong;
Repeat His mercies in your song."

What a challenge does such a case give to those who would call in
question either the condescension, the faithfulnf\ss, or the all-sufficiency
of our God! How does He, by such instances, prove Himself as
"mighty to save, and able to do exceeding abundantly above all we
ask or [even] think." And well may such examples of privation and
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suffering cause those of us who have no personal knowledga of such
extremes to be humbled before the Lord, in that we do not more becomingly recognize His so merciful and sparing hand towards us. We
have long contended that, however deeply we may be exercised or tried,
could we but contrast our condition with others, in all their varied
bearings, we should be sure to come to the conclusion that our own
portion was the most desirable. We should see at once that the Lord
knows infinitely better than we can ever know where to place us,
with what to exercise us, and how, in all respeds, to deal with such
poor, wayward, short-sighted, ill-and-hell-deserving creatures. Well did
Dr. WArTS long since say"The pity of our God
To those who fear His name
Is more than tender parents feel;
He knows our feeble frame."

THE EDITOR.
RECORDS OF MERCY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR AND BELOVED BROTHER IN JEsus,-I think it is nearly
three years since I last wrote. The first time I corresponded with you
was in the latter part of the summer of 1841, signing myself, "A
Weeper." You kindly directed me to the words, "Blessed are ye that
weep now, for ye shall laugh." At that time I was employed as porter
at 180, Oxford Street.
I feel thankful that I ever saw the GOSPEL MAGAZINE advertised in one
of the monthly periodicals. I commenced taking it in January, 184l.
The Editor's papers for that year (called by sev~ral, "gloomy .papers ")
were, and have been, much blessed to me. (See" The Goodness of the
Lord,"Vol. I., June, 1841, No. 6.) I have written to you occasionally
since 1841 up till now. I have seen you but once-many years since,
one Lord's Day morning (being in London), and heard you preach at
the Mission Church, I think it was called, near Kennington Common.
We exchanged a passing word at the close of the service, as you proceeded down the aisle.
This day forty-three years ago, I was united in marriage to a Godfearing young woman, with whom I walked and communed amidst many
trials and deliverances, both spiritual and temporal, till November 1st,
1883, when the Lord removed her from earth to heaven.
I have often thought how much I should esteem the privilege of
seei;ng you again, to talk over the wonders of grace, made known to us
by, t4e almighty operations of the Holy Spirit; also to tell of the
Fath~rly dealings of our covenant God in providence. But this privilege
is rtot at all likely to take place. I have several letters by me, written
at different periods by you to me. Should you be able to spare the
time, I should be glad to receive one more.
I much .admired your last birthday card, and could not help the
desire of covl}ting one-that is, if any have been printed on a card.
Wel!, dear,' sir, we have passed through very many changes during our
eventful lives, but our God in Christ has not changed. His love has
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not changed. How can it change, seeing that it is everlasting, eternal,
and immutable 7 The precious blood of Jesus still retains its efficacy.
It is as fresh to·day as when it flowed from the opening wounds of
our dear Redeemer. Oh, what a healing balm it is, when applied by
the Good Spirit to our desponding 'souls! We derive consolation and
delight at times to sing, with dear Dr. W ATTS" The Gospel bears my spirit up;
A faithful and unchanging God
Lays the foulldation of my hope
In oaths, and promistls, and blood."

Blessed be God for" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever"; and blessed be His precious name for the witness of the
Spirit within us (notwithstanding our doubts, fears, and unbelief) that
we "belong to Christ "-yes, His own property-bought, paid for-and
have a blessed hope, too, that He will acknowledge us as His jewels, in
that day when He makes them up.
.
Oh, beloved brother, what a hive of honey there is in these soulinspiring words-" Thou [yes, thou] shalt also be a crown of glory in
the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God."
The "hand" being mentioned twice, do you think it alludes to the
two dear hands of our dear crucified Immanuel ~ See Dr. VVATl'S'
beautiful hymn (75th, First Book)" His hands are fairer to behold
Than diamonds set in rings of gold;
Those heavenly hands that on the tree
Were nailed, and torn, and bled for me."

«Crown Him, crown Him Lord of all ! "
Grace, mercy, and peace be with thee. So prays,
Yours sincerely,
Ohatham.
J OSEPH CASSE, Senr.
COMJliENTS.
Well do we remember the remarks made by some, upon the
pieces written at the time to which our aged and esteemed correspondent refers. At the time they were penned, we were called to pass
through the depths indeed. Most anxious business scenes, coupled
with the sickness and death of three out of four dear children, and
that in the short space of ten weeks, followed by the death likewise
of their precious mother. That such trials should be attended with
sadness could surely be a matter of no surprise; and, if "out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth is to speak," it was equally natural
that the tone of writing should partake of the sorrowful. We are
bound, nevertheless, to state that the supporting arm of the Lord,
under those circumstances, was most marked and gracious. Moreover, it
equally becomes us to state, likewise, that the manifestations of love and
mercy were so special at that period that we have often since envied
them, and panted for their recurrence. Deeply did we feel that the
Lord, and the Lord alone, could sustain, defend, and deliver. Notwithstanding, however, the trials thus alluded to, we have not been a
little familiar since with the blessed JOHN BUNYAN'S statement-
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"The Christian man is never long at ease;
When one fright's gone, another doth him seize."

But we are bound to state that all such were indispensable-yea, that
" Each was most needful;
Not one was in vain."

The longer we live, and the clearer the recollections and review of our
little life, the more thoroughly are we at a point about every crook
and cross being absolutely necessary. Not a particle of the weight
we have been called to carry, nor the trouble (whatever it might
have been) that has caused us to sigh or cry, could have been
omitted. We speak to the praise of our gracious Leader, Guardian,
and Guide, when we state that infinite has been His wisdom, boundless His love, indescribable His mercy, unutterable His patience, forbearance, and long-suffering, as well as omnipotent and all-sufficient
His grace, power, and authority.
Blessed be the name of the adorable J ehovah, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, although at the present time, and under existing circumstances, we have no light whatever upon our future path, or knowledge of what may be the Lord's mind in regard to the details of
the little residue of our days, yet this we can say-and for which we
bless and praise His holy name-that the "HITHERTO" stands good up
to this very present moment! Yes, in all the fulness of our heart we
can say, "HITHERTO THE LORD HATH HELPED US." Subject as we are to
ten thousand fears, and question as, alas! we are too apt to do, how
matters will be developed-lamenting, moreover, as we do, our present
silent position, with respect to the preaching the everlasting Gospelyet, withal, when now and then in our right miad, we can say, we
would have nothing different. Yea, we can and do exclaim, "It is the
Lord; let Him do as seemeth Him good." The one all-prevailing wish
of our inmost soul is, that we may be permitted to "finish our course
with joy, and the ministry which we have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God."
THE EDITOR.
VICTORY AT LAST!

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Many thanks for your kind letter and sym·
pathy towards me at this time of deep trial. As you request it, I will
try to write a brief account of the last days of my clear departed husband. He has always been one of the Lord's afflicted ones, never
being strong; and, like his dear mother, had very weak nerves, which
has caused him very much suffering, both of body and mind. His
pain of body no one but the Lord, that appointed it, has known. The
pain that he has suffered from neuralgia has been almost more than
he could bear at times. I have had to help dress and undress him
for months at a time, even while he could walk out in the garden a
lit tIe at times.
I never knew anyone bear suffering so patiently as he did. In
addition to his bodily sufferings, he has suffered very greatly from
depression. You, sir, know well what that is, having suffered so much
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from it yourself. Another thing which has caused him much suffering
has been, the Lord has often seemed to hide His face from him, so
that he has been a mourner often for days, and sometimes weeks
together. He could say, with one of old, "Oh, that it was with me
now as in the days and months that are past, when the candle of the
Lord shone round about my path!" He was greatly favoured at
times, although at others he has sunk very low, fearing he had not
come to Jesus aright, and that he had never been converted, all
because he was never brought down in that sudden way that some
are. But the work of grace in him was very gradual. He had the
fear of God implanted in his heart in early childhood, and has always
carried it out in his daily life and conversation, as those who knew
him best can testify. Even when called to walk in great darkness
of soul, he has given evidence of being alive by his continual cries to
the Lord day and night. Many a time he has been awake the whole
night, begging the Lord to manifest Himself to him, and visit him
with the joys of His salvation.
I never knew anyone more blessed with a spirit of prayer, although
Satan often tempted him to believe that his prayers were not of the
right sort. I have often envied him his spirit of prayer, when I have
heard him pouring out his soul before God.
The last few months of my dear husband's life have been attended
with great weakness of body and depression, but the dear Lord was
pleased to visit him at times.
At one time, when we were reading together the little book which
you so kindly sent him, entitled, "St. Paul's Seven Wishes," he exclaimed, "Oh, that I could realize it more!" I remarked to him,
" What a mercy that the Lord has said that 'the destre of the righteous
shall be granted.''' The words seemed to drop into his heart with
divine power, and he did not lose the savour of it for many days.' He
said he had not thought of the words for a long time. He has had
many other portions of the Word of God drop into his soul with power
at times, but the comfort of it has not lasted long. A little time
before he took to his bed, the following words cheered him greatly"Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy moon withdraw
itself; but the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and thy God thy
glory; and the days of thy mourning shall be ended."
Although he was so weak and ill, he was not entirely confined to
his bed-room more than ten days. His mind was so gone during that
time that he was not sensible more than a few minutes at a time, and
that time was spent in prayer, beseeching the Lord to appear for him,
and prepare him for all that lay before him. He was so often
crying out, "0 Lord Jesus, do visit me, and take me to Thyself; and
do, Lord, receive my spirit!"
The last morning but one of his life, after being very restless for
two days and nights, he got a little sleep, after which he woke up
with such a bright, heavenly smile, and asked me to sing. I asked
him what he would like. He said, "Rock of Ages," and " We sing of
the realms of the blest"; and something else he said he would like, but
could not remember the words. He asked if there were any people
downstairs that could sing to him. He tried to sing himself, but
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could not. He tried to talk many times during the day, but I could
understand but very little.
I had a Christian friend to stay with me the last night. She said
to him, " You feel Jesus precious to you, don't you 1" He brightened
up, and said, "Yes! yes!" but could not speak again so as to be
understood. We could see he was at peace. He gently passed away at
7,50 a.m.
I feel sure he is with his dear Saviour, whom he has loved and served
for so many years. Your writings have been maie a blessing to him
many times. A piece i:l the GOSPEL MAGAZ[NE, June Number, page
373, entitled, "Saved by Hope. A Trial and a Deliverance," was a
great comfort to him, as it was jast such another case as his own.
As I was reading it to him, he said, "That is just as I have been led
on all my life." He was very fond of reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
and Dr. HAWKER'S "Portions." Towards the last, he did not care to
hear anything else but that and the Word of God.
I feel my loss deeply, but the Lord has been better to me than all
my fears. I have been supported and kept up far beyond what I
expected. The great kindness and sympathy of friends has been
almost too much for me. I feel sure the Lord will not leave me now.
I have been helped through many trials before, and have thanked God
for the trials and afflictions. I feel it a great mercy that I have been
spared and given strength to attend to my dear departed one to the
last. No one could have lived together in greater union than we
have, which makes me feel my loss the more.
Yours respectfully,
MaTtock, July 3Td, 1888.
E. HART.
COMMENTS.
For many years our readers have been familiar with the signature,
"G. H., Martock," or "Talks between George and Mary," from the
same pen. They will therefore be the more deeply interested in the
foregoing account of the closing scenes of his life, which was extended
to sixty-six years. There was a simplicity of character about him which
we always admired. He was a great lover and seeker after tru:th. For
twenty years or more, as a token of affection, he sent us-we presume
from his own garden-a basket of apples, with a few kindly words.
No season was ever allowed to pass without this proof that we were
had in remembrance. They were valued, not so much for their
intrinsic worth, as for the proof of continuous regard.
It will be seen that the same simplicity and searching after truth
that characterized his life, marked his closing career. Amid all his
sufferings the precious power and operations of divine grace shone.
How precious have we personally found those words which proved :mch
a comfort to our dear departed friend-" Thy sun shall no more go
down, neither shall thy moon withdraw itself; but the Lord shall be
thine everlasting light, and thy God thy glory j and the days of thy
mourning shall be ended." What this portion has occasion;:tUy been
to our own soul, in a way of solace and support, no words can e!,press.
Hence we can readily imagine what they must have been to the
departed one, in his time ot' weakness and prostration.
2 P 2
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Our readers, we are persuaded, will unite with us in the desire and
heartfelt prayer that all needed grace and strength may continue to be
vouchsafed to the bereaved widow. We often make the remark that,
if there are some promises more special in the sacred Word than
others, they are those which are made to the "widows and the fatherless." And, inasmuch as it is written that "not so much as a cup of
cold water only, given in the name of a disciple, shall by no means lose
its reward," surely the devoted attendance upon one of the Lord's
departing ones, of whom it is said that "Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of His saints," must be most acceptable in His sight,
and cannot lose that reward which, in a way of grace and mercy, the
Lord bestows upon the nourishel'S of His people.
THE EDITOR.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Two boxes, containing five hundred" Walks
ctnd Talks with Jesus," and five hundred" Looks To and F,'om Jesus,"
arrived here safely on July 25th, from your valuable Printing Nursery.
We were very thankful to receive them for our monthly parcels to all
parts of the world. We hope you, and all those kind friends who have
so lovingly contributed, will accept our .heartfelt gratitude.
"In the
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand:
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or
whether they both shall be alike good" (Eccles. xi. 6).
" He who has helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through;
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."

FROl\1 ONE WHO WORXS A]\{ONG SOLDIERS.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the nice parcel of books
received. I was quite out of tracts when they came. I am glad to tell
you that one of the books you sent has been a blessing to a Roman
Catholic soldier, by leading him to study God's Word for himself, and
he has come again and again to our meetings. I feel assured he is
being drawn by the Holy Spirit. The book was 'Walks and Talks
with Jesus.'
"I hope to send a small subscription in the course of a few weeks,
and pray that your labour of love may be greatly blessed. We shall
reap if we faint not. With best wishes and prayers for the success of
the Mission,
"
"
FRO]\{ ONE WHO LABOURS A]\{ONG SEAl\IEN.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I feel it my duty to thank you for the books
I have received every month from your dear husband, al1U I must say
I looked forward for them as a great gift, as they are always welcome,
and the seamen took to the word Home very well. I may say it was
a by-word with some of the men, and I thought the Mission would
have died away; but the Lord has laid it on your mind to carry it
on. God will bless you. I must tell you I always look on t,he 'Walks
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and Talks with Jesus' as the blessed message, as so many men ask for
it, and like to read it, and say it has brought many to look to our
Saviour. Blessed be His holy name!"

FROlVI ONE WHO LABOURS AMONG SOLDIERS.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I beg to tender you my hearty thanks for
the nice parcel of books and tracts received this month for circulation
among my comrades. I can say they are much needed, and are thankfully received. I have been somewhat remiss in not thanking you for
the other parcels which I have received so regularly every month, but
I refrained, feeling I could not intrude upon your great sorrow. But I
humbly trust that He who wept with Martha and Mary, will impart
to you and yours His everlasting consolation. To me it was a great
shock. Although I never had the pleasure of meeting your dear departed
one, yet I received many kind tokens of his great regard for the
spiritual welfare of my comrades, with occasional loving and helpful
notes to myself. HIl is gone, but his memory will ever remain fresh
and faithful through the Mission which, by God's grace, he was the
founder and manager of (Isa. lii. 7); and I am sure many, many weary
aud troubled souls have been led, through the instrumentality of the
Mission, to Him who gives rest and peace.
"The Mission is doing a very real work in our army and navy.
Surely the tons of Gospel books and tracts which are annually scattered
bToadcast, at home and abroad, by it, must be and are bearing fruit,
which the Lord only knows, and that great day will reveal it. And,
as a soldier of over twenty-eight years' service, I can say that the work
the Mission is carrying on is very much needed in the Army, where
so many young men are banded together without the home influence,
hut in its stead all manner of evil temptation abounding around them;
also, considering the abundance of pernicious books that so easily find
their way into the barracks, it shows the great need for those that the
Mission supplies, and I can testify that they are received gladly and
thankfully, and I have been permitted to see such sights as would
gbdden the heart of any tract distributor in the way they are received
and read, drawing one's heart up in silent prayer for the needed
blessing upon the Word.
"The last regiment that left here took with them a little band of
humble believers who were born again at this station, and who are
now testifying, at their new station, what the Lord has done for them.
" How beautiful to hear a young soldier stand up in a Gospel meeting, and tell how the Lord had arrested him by a tract placed in his
hand by me, when caught card-playing on the Lord's Day! And so I
desire to praise God for the Mission, and earnestly thank you, and all
that help you in any way in this good work."
As the financial year is drawing to a close, I wish to remind subscribers to the Book Mission of their donations and collecting cards not
yet sent in. Numerous indeed are the testimonies of blessing from
which we have to select matter for the forthcoming fifteenth annual
report.
I remain, yours to serve in the Gospel of Christ,
Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury, August 13th, 1888.
A. E. BRIDER.
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THE "BRIDER" MISSION TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Having seen in the July Number of your GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, in comments on the late Mr. BRIDER'S work in the Gospel
Book Mission, of some one sending some GOSPEL MAGAZINES to Mr.
BRIDER, and that he believes this was the origin of the great work
that has since been carried on, and how well may this stimulate
others to seek to do what they can, I write this to inform you that I
think I had a small share in being the first to give Mr. BRIDER the
idea of the great work which, by God's blessing, Mr. BRIDER was so
well fitted to carry on.
I am now, and have been, a member of the Circus Church for many
years, and used to worship in the old wooden building. I was, in the
year 1870, serving in one of Her Majesty's Indian troop-ships; and,
seeing the great good that might be done by circulating some sound
tracts among our soldiers, when they had so much time on their hands,
on the voyage to India, I used on every voyage to get from Mr. DAMP,
our Scripture-reader, all the old GOSPEL MAGAZINES, Remembranc~rs,
tracts, Sowers, and 1Jittle Gleanen, that he had to spare, and I used to
distribute them to the soldiers, and their wives and children, and very
gladly they were received by them, and many of them, I know, have
been carried by them into the interior of India.
It was on my first trip, in 1870, in this troop-ship that I made the
acquaintance of the late Mr. BRIDER, at Malta, who was then Scripturereader to the navy at Malta, and whom it was my very happy privilege to s,pend some very, blessed times with, at the Institute, and on
board, for he never failed to put in an appearance when we arrived.
1'0 him I gave a few GOSPEL MAGAZINES and some Rememomncers,
telling him how I obtained them, and that I used to get a fresh supply
for every voyage. He said they were very precious, and asked me who
were the authors, as he had never seen any before. And on a later
occasion he told me that he had given some of, them to some soldiers
in hospital, and that they had been the means, in the Lord's hands, of
bringing one poor sinner to the feet of Jesus to seek for peace; and
I know of several others on board ship who valued them very highly.
One man came to me one day, and said, "Sir, I have been very much
blessed in reading that Magazine," and that he should like to write to
the Editor. He had been so blessed in reading. As I only had a limited
number, I used to keep most of them, and lend them and exchange
them, when read on board; and I have some letters in my possession
which I have received from some of the soldiers in India, tu whom they
were also greatly blessed.
It was my happy privilege, while at Malta, to go with Mr. BRIDER
to visit St. Paul's Bay, where St. Paul was shipwrecked. It is about
nine miles from Valletta, the landing-place. I took one of the Circus
hymn-books with us, and we had sweet communion with each other
and the Lord by the way. We saw many things that very much
interested us, and brought to our minds portions of Scripture. For
instance,' we saw an ox and a mule yoked together, ploughing. I need
not remind you how it reminded us of the exhortation, "Be not unequally

The Gospel Magazine.

5i5

yoked together." Then we saw a hut in a large field-" The daughter
of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard: as a lodge in a garden of
cucumbers." Then we visited St. Paul's Church-that Popish place
which is more like a wax-work exhibition than a Church; figures lifesize, and poor creatures on their knees before them, telling their bead~.
Hanging on each side of the door were long strings of wax arms, legs,
and bones, fingers, and I know not what besides. Oh, how truly grateful
we were that we had our eyes open to see the folly of all this! I had
often had a desire to see where Paul was shipwrecked. Was it not
good of our God to grant my desire, and especially in such company
as the late Mr. BRIDER ~
.
We returned to Mr. BRIDER'S house, and Mr. BRIDER wished me to
stay with Mrs. BRIDER while he attended a meeting at the Institute.
Mrs. BRIDER and I had <1 very pleasant evening in Christian communion till Mr. BRIDER came home and joined us. Oh, how blessed
thus to meet with Christian friends when away from home! I gave
Mrs. BRIDER my Circus hymn-book, the first they had seen, and with
which they were very much pleased.
Yours, one of the gathered-out ones,

Landport, July 9th, 1888.

J. B.

THE MEANS OF GRACE

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-In reading, in your Magazine for July, the article on
"Heartiness in Religion," I asked myself this question, "Are not the
people of God in this day lapsing into a spirit of indifference ~" A man
a few days ago remarked to me that, "You Cal:vinists are not aggressive enough." I have thought since that there was much truth in the
remark, for what are the people of truth doing now ~ Simply nothing.
On the one hand, if you hear of a minister of truth being removed from
a Church, through death or other circumstances, all they get to succeed
him is a Ritualist, or dead Evangelical. On the other hand, you hear
of small chapels (little causes of truth) being left without a pastor, for
the want of funds. And what follows ~ The place falls into the hands
of General Baptists or Wesleyans, or perhaps the Salvation Army, or
perhaps the building falls into ruins altogether.
I could give you the names of villages to prove what I say is correct.
Now, ought this to be ~ I think it ought not in all cases. In the town
where I live we were left without a pastor. We had not the power to
choose another. After much anxiety and prayer, it was determined to
open a room, and engage ministers of truth for every Lord's'Day, if
we could afford it. The room was opened with many prayers to our
covenant God to honour and bless our efforts, and as you, Mr. Editor,
often ~ay, we can also now say, "What hath God wrought!" for our
efforts have so far been crowned with success in a wonderful manner.
We have had faithful Il).en of truth to preach to us~men who have
"tasted, handled, and felt that the Lord. is gr;:tcious." . We have had
good gatherings-often above a hundred people-.who all appear to come
hungry and thirsty for the Word of life, and we also have had the
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money come to meet all the expenses, which seems more wonderful still.
You, Mr. Editor, have not sat still, with your large Sunday Schools,
your prayer-meetings, your Bible Classes, Soup Kitchens, &c. Would
that there were many more like you!
In the letters from many of your correspondents, the lament is, "no
place of truth to go to." Will they ask themselves, Have they ever
tried to get one 1 Have they ever tried to engage a room, or to get a
minister of truth to preach for them 1 No, they have not. They r.re
content to sit still, and the only effort made is to write a complaining
letter to a Magazine, which perhaps no one in the place where they live
sees, except themselves.
When we commenced our room, we thought there were no ministers
to get, but we find there are many more than we ever expected scattered
abQut here and there over the country, some preaching three times on
Sundays and almost every night in the week. Of course, they are not
all a ROMAINE, or a HUNTINGTON, or a HAWKER, but they are men
who "know the plague of their own heart," and "speak in truth and
soberness. "
Now, cannot more efforts be made by those people who live in towns
or villages where there are no places of truth 1 Let them make a trial.
Take a room for, say, one month; then get into correspondence with men
who supply different places on Lord's Days. Perhaps all efforts will
not be crowned with success, but some will; and then, perhaps, a
Sunday School to follow.
The writer well knows the value of a Sunday School for the young.
He has heard the little ones at times give answers that would put many
an adult to shame. Is it not as important to try to provide places of
truth for children, so that they may have the pure Gospel taught to
them 1 Cannot the Holy Spirit bring home the Word with power to a
child's heart as easily as to an adult's, if it be His blessed will to do
so 1 Yes, He can; and we know He often does.
Excuse these few hasty lines, written amidst the cares and anxieties
of business. Perhaps some may say, "My position will not allow me
to come to the front in such a work," or, "I might do something in
my daily walk that would bring dishonour on the grand and glorious
doctrines of free and sovereign grace." I may say that God's people
always have that fear, doing little or much, and that our covenant
God always did and always will take care of His own precious truth.
I beg to remain,
Yours truly,
July 18th, 1888.
T. L.
IT was not in time that God thought of calling His people-it was
not when Christ died that He thonght of it-it was not when Adam
fell that God thought of it-but it was from eternity that God had
a purpose of mercy towards His people.-Kmuse.
A CHRISTIAN is able to do great matters, but it is in Christ that
strengthens him. The understanding is ours, the affections are ours,
the will is ours; but the sanctifying of these, and the carrying on of
these supernaturally, to do them spiritually, that is not ours, but it
is Christ's.-Sibbes.
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OLD PILGRIMS OOMMUNING.
. To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-Reading in the April Number your reply to
L. MOORE, on the subject of prayer, it was so blessed to my soul, and
as face answers to face in water, so your experience corresponds with
mine, so I felt constrained to acknowledge it. I have anxiously searched
every book I could get, to see if I could find a companion, but have
failed to do so till now. I have proved the truth of HART'S words" 'Tis decreed lhat most must pass
The darkest paths alone."
Twenty-eight years ago the Lord gave me this promise-c'I will
bring the blind by a way they knew not: I will lead them in paths
they have not known," &c., which has kept me from despair, as I
concluded this must be one.
.
I am a member of a Strict Baptist cause. I am nearly seventy-two
years of age, aI:\d it is fifty-seven years this month since the Lord, in
mercy, called me out of nature's darkness into His marvellous light.
I have proved the power of prayer, and the Lord has granted me
some blessed answers; and if I had been told then that, as I drew near
my journey's end, it would be thus with me, I could not have believed
it.
As you remark, if prayer and supplication be limited to the prostration of the body, then we must acknowledge ourselves to be among
the rejected and hopeless. I think the Lord must permit it to answer
the purpose of Paul's thorn, to keep us in constant acquaintance of our
helpless condition.
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor,
Da,ily I'm constrained to be!"
But, blessed be God, you do not leave it here when you say, "Is
there no counteracting power-no other aspect in which to view matters 1
What a mercy for us there is! In spite of all this self-reproach, there
is the honest, fervent Peter.appeal-the sigh, the tear, the groan.
What about the mental appeal, 'Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord 1'
&c. Oh, the heart-cries, 'Lord, help! Lord, keep me! Lord, prepare
me for that solemn change! '" I use the same words, and they are constantly going up to the Lord. What a mercy for us if He regards it
as prayer, and that He may grant that "at even-tide it may be light."
May the Lord grant you much of His soul· satisfying presence, give
you strength of body and mind, and fulfil your desire to complete your
fifty years as Editor, and then take you home like a shock of corn.
So prays,
Yours for the truth's sake,
M. C.
Walling/ord, June 11th, 1888.
P.S.-A lady in the town lends me the GOSPEl, MAGAZINE; and, a
few yean; ago, I had such a time of refreshing while reading "Retraciugs and Renewings." I thought, "How I should like to hear that dear
man!" and very soon after, in the order of God's providence, I was
favoured to hear you on a week-evening. I spoke to you in the vestry;
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told you I had just returned from Hull, and heard Mr. WILCOCKSON.
You then told me what a trouble the fear of death was to you, and in
this you are not alone, for I suffer much, and I am afflicted with heart
disease, which increases it. I hope you will be able to make this out,
for very often I could not write, as it affects my brain. May what I
have written prove I am a witness:
COMMEN'rS.
We thank the writer of the foregoing for his very acceptable testimony. Well does our brother say, in reference to by-gone seasons,
"If I had been told then that, as I drew near my journey's end, it
would be thus with me, I could not have believed it." We can say
the same. Indeed, we are a perfect mystery to ourselves, the more
especially as now we visit old places, and recall former experiences,
we are astounded at our present state. Instead of being on the very
tip-toe of holy and joyous. anticipation (as we formerly thought it
assuredly would be), alas! alas! how very different it is with us!
Such clinging to earth-not as to its so-called pleasures and pursuits,
for we care not a straw about them. We question if we ever saw
"vanity of vanities" inscribed upon all earthly things to the same
extent as we do now. In like manner, we doubt if we ever saw so
fully as now that the Lord, and the Lord alone, can satisfy. In this
respect He is "all our salvation and all our desire." But it is the
flesp-Iy ties-yea, the creature-idolatry-over which we have such just
cause to mourn. As we have before stated, the removal of this and
that loved object seems to make one cling the closer to those who are
left. Speaking of these human ties, Dr. WATTS says, "They leave but
half for God." Ah! and a very small half too. How often we think,
if we could analyze our thoughts, what a very tiny proportion would
fall (so to speak) to the Lord's share! Strange as it may seem, the
things of time are so all-engrossing, and yet, from very age, when
one has nearly done with them. Well, therefore, may we be humbled
before the Lord, when thus contented to linger and loiter in a worltl
so estranged from God, and so destitute of any regard whatever for
His people-an enemy's land indeed.
THE EDITOR.

DECLINING YEARS AND DEATH IN PROSPECT.
PERHAPS the listless, lifeless state of which we have above spoken, or
the lack of that heavenly longing and heart-yearning for the rest
that remains and the glory that is to be revealed, may be accounted
for from the fact that we are still under the influence and operation
of faith " nor will sight or sense by any means aid us in our pilgrim
course at last any more than at first. Our" walking by faith, and not
by sight," will hold good to the end; nor is even the little knowledge
to which we may have attained, or any experience of which' we' may
have been the subjects, to serve as a substitute for that simple faith,
trust, confidence, which so essentially appertain to the ·new creatureship. Moreover, that vital ·distinction of which the Lord Hirrtself
spoke will likewise hold good .unto the end-" That which is 'born of
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the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." "The
Spirit [mark!J quickeneth; the .flesh profiteth nothing." There is the
same permanency in regard to this declaration. The spirit will never
become flesh, nor the flesh spirit. There is an eternal distinction, and
the hope and the peace and the joy inseparably connected with the
new creatureship are equally distinct from the flesh. Hence all our
blessedness, in a spiritual sense, flows from that newness of life which
we have il:\ Christ Jesus.
There is one thought, however, with respect to the closing up of
our earthly career, which is calculated to cheer and encourage; and it
is inseparable from that living and walking by faith of which we have
spoken. Now, the Lord loves to astonish and delights to surprise His
dear ones, as He leads them on and on amid the zig-zag pathway
and the chequered scenes of the wilderness. Like a loving and indulgent father, opening out his gifts and rewards to his children, so the
Lord, in His interposing and delivering mercy, delights to surprise and
astound His children with His goodness and loving-kindness and tenderness. Hence again and again, whilst on pilgrimage, in regard to each
fresh deliverance and interposing compassion, they exclaim, "This is
the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes."
Well, now,· this is the point we have in view. This surprise and
astonishment we believe the Lord has in reserve for the crowning mercy
of all. Pained as the dear child of God may be, as already intimated,
at his slowness, his sluggishness, his worldliness, his carnality, his
earth-bound condition, and the almost total absence of the love, the
zeal, the devotedness, the heaven-aspirings, the Christ.longings of bygone days, by-and-bye, when his pilgrimage is all but at an end, his
labours nearly over, his work just done, the Lord. in the boundlessness
of His mercy, and in the depths of the riches of His grace, will put
the finishing stroke to His work. He will bring forth His last grand
and glorious surprise! He will astound with His mercy! He will, as
it were, sum up all His leadings and guidings, His interpositions and
deliverances, by the blessed revelation of Himself as the God! the
Father! the Friend! giving a bird's-eye glance at the past wilderness
career, in all its astounding developments and hair-breadth escapes,
and with it the first glimpse within the veil at that which "eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of
man "-the glory that awaits; the King to be seen in His beauty;
"the general assembly and Church of the First-born" beheld--the number
that no man can number of all nations, and kindred, and people, and
tongues. This, we say, is the last great and. glorious surprise which
the Lord has in reserve for all His followers-Bis poor wearied-andworn pilgrims-at the sight of which, in all the fulness of their outflowing and overflowing hearts, they shall exclaim, as did the dying
patriarch, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord."
Reader, apart from all present feeling, and in spite of the manifold
fears of which we are the subject, and the frequent depression that
seizes upon our spirits, in the calm, deliberate view of' the character,
the conduct, the covenant of our God, here we stand-apart, as we
have said, from present feeling or enjoyment-in hope, expectation,
belief, that, in due time, we shall personally realize the fulness and the
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blessedness of the Lord Himself "bringing off the top-stone with shoutings of Grace, grace unto it! "
We had just been writing the foregoing, with the exception of the
last sentence, when we broke off, in order to attend the morning
service at the Oircus Ohurch. Among the hymns sung upon the
occasion was 93 of the Oircus Hymn-book, commencing, "Oourage,
ye tempted saints." In that precious hymn, the following verses occur,
which we felt so sweetly to chime in with what we had just been
writing before the service. Here they are, dear reader. May yo·n feel
their sweetness and their Scriptural character as we did" Why should we entertain
E'en one distrustful thought 1
Has the Unchangeable
His promises forgot 1
Can our indulgent, gracious Lord
Reverse His truth, or break His word 1

" , I feed the beasts and birds;
The fields 1 deck with flow"rs ;
And that without their care,
N or have I need of yours.
Are ye not far more dear to Me
Than beasts, or birds, or fields can be 1

" That all His children might
Strong consolation t.ake,
He by Himself has sworn'My saints I'll ne'er forsake.
I'll never, never leave My own,
For whom I gave My darling Son.

" 'Mv haflPY home awaits
Your pIlgrimage below;
And I will guide you right,
And guard from every foe.
PH bring you safe to bliss above;
Then do not doubt My comtant love. ' "
Southsea, Sunday, August 12th, 188B.
THE EDITOR.

THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL OLIFTON OONFERENOE.
THIS Conference will be held (God willing) in the Victoria Rooms, on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, October 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, 1888.
Subject.-"THE WORD OF GOD."--I. Written. 2. Incarnate. 3. Indwelling.
Outline of Conference Meetings.-Tuesday, October 2nd, at eleven and
seven o'cloc~, addr~sses on "The Word of God-TVritten" (2 Tim. iii.
15-17). Wednesday, October 3rd, at eleven and seven o'clock, addresses
on "The Word of God-lncamate" (John i. 14). Thursday, October
4th, at eleven o'clock, addresses on " The Word of God-Indwell'ing"
(2 Cor. iii. 3).
BELOVED

FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN THE

LORD

JESUS CHRIST,-

Once more, in the kind providence of our Heavenly Father, we approach
the hallowed season of our annual Conference.
It therefore becomes mv privilege to announce that, if the Lord permit,
the Twenty-sixth Clifton Conference wiII be held at the Victoria Rooms, on
Tuesday, 'Wednesday, and Thursday, the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of October next.
WiII you accept a loving invitation to be present on the occasion 1
The measure of divine favour manifested in connection with our former
Conferences encourages a lively expectation t.h~t the Holy Spirit wiII again
graciomly rejoice the hearts of God's assembled people by magnifyin~ Christ
and His saving work in their midst.
Upon the consciences of such as are inteIIigently alive to the perilous
character of the present times, little argument is necessary to enforce the
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importance of maintaining a closer practical fellowship amongst Christians
of all denominations. The abounding misbelief and unbelief of the age con·
stitute in themselves a bold challenge to all who profess allegiance to the
revealed truth of God to rally together for the diffusion and the defence
of the inspired Word. Unqualified subjection to the supreme authority of
~he Scriptures of truth, in all matters affecting faith and practice, is the
only consistent reply that, can be given by the disciples of Christ to the
endless "reasonings" of men and the popular delusions of Satan now
prevailing in the various Christian Churches. Loyalty to our Divine Master
assuredly demands that we boldly and unitedly avow our unshaken faith in
the supremacy and sufficiency of the written Word.
For what purpose has our ascended Lord left His people" in the world,"
beloved brethren, if not to be "the light of the world," and "the salt of
the earth" 1 Surely, we have the mind and counsel of the Most High in
the words of the Psalmist-" Thou hast given a banne?' unto them that
fear Thee, that it may be displayed because of the t?'uth" (Psa. Ix. 4).
The crookedness and perverseness of men are urged by the Apostle Paul as
a potent reason why "the sons of God" should "shine as lights in the
world, holding forth the Word of life" (Phi I. ii. 15, 16). Carnal weapons
are too feehle wherewith to meet the keen and subtle sophistries of the
men of corrupt mind who now claim leadership amongst us in the realms
of thought and letters. Yet, alas! it is to be feared that too many of us
realize but very imperfectly what an armoury of invincible spiritual weapons
we possess in the Holy Scriptures. As David once said to Ahimelech, the
priest, concerning the colossal sword of Goliath (which lay hidden behind the ephod), "There is none like that; give it to me," so may-and
indeed ought-every combatant member of Christ's army to avow his confidence in the "sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God," and to
proclaim its excellence in like words of praise-" There is none like that;
give it unto me" (1 Sam. xxi. 9).
Moreover, those who are established in God's truth owe it to the young,
the wavering, the tempted, and the perplexed to "magnify the Word" by
emphatically assel'ting its living and life·sustaining efficacy, its unchangeable
and infallible authority. Was it not in closest connection with his observations on the pernicious activity of "evil men and seducers" that the Apostle
urged upon young Timothy the consideration that those Holy Scriptures,
which from a child he had known, were all "given by inspiration," and were,
therefore, profitable for everything needed to thoroughly equip, or make
perfect, the "man of God" 1
All other foundations of confidence are giving way at this momentous crisis.
The gradient upon which modern faith is blindly running is both steep and
down ward. The impetus religious error has already gained in the Churches
is daily increasing, and, as the prophetic Word foretells us, that impetus will
become even more accelerated as the return of the Lord draws nigh. "When
the Son of Man cometh, shall He find the faith in the earth 1 "
Well, then, does it befit those whom the Spirit of Truth has sealed to come
aside awhile for mutual confirmation and consulation, for loving exhortation
and brotherly fellowship. Our subject is one whose divine fulness will afford
the various spiritual gifts of those who take part the freest scope, while the
special aspect of truth assigned to each of the three days will serve to give
definiteness and character to the addresses.
May the Holy Spirit Himself open up unto us the glories of this wondrous
theme-THE WORD OF GOD. 1. Written (" The Holy Sm·iptures."-2 Tim.
iii. 15-17). 2. Incarnate (" The Word was !nade jlesh."-John i. 14). 3.
Indwelling (" The Epistle of Christ."-2 Cor. iii. 3).
Truly, "the well is deep," but He who graciously provided our thirsting
souls with these life-sustaining waters has also promised us the needed vessel
., to draw with." God's order is-cc Unto him that hath shall be given."
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He who "of His own will begat us" by the VVord of truth, will most certainly nourish and cherish the "new man" with fresh and suitable supplies
of "the Word of righteousness." Profound as are the deeps of the written
vVord of our God, however, the glorious mysteries of grace and love are infinitely deeper in the Person of "the Word made flesh." It is emphatically
unto Him we are invited to gather, as unto the eternal, the living Word of
God-the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, who also
hath " declared Him." And," as in water face answereth to face, and so the
heart of man to man" (Prov. xxvii. 19), we may prayerfullyexpect that, in
the experience of our Conference, the Christ who dwells in our hearts will
hold most real and blessed fellowship with the Personal Christ who sits at
the right hand of the Father, for has He not said, "He that loveth Me
shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself
to him" 1 (John xiv. 21.)
That the Spirit-wrought result of our coming Conference may be that the
Word of Christ shall dwell in us more richly, transforming us more practically into the likeness of the Lord Jesus, and making us more abundant
fruit-bearers in the true Vine, let us all earnestly unite in supplica.ting our
covenant-keeping God and Father.
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you. With much love in the Lord, I am,
dear brethren,
Ever yours to serve for His sake,
JAMES ORMISTON,

Rector of St. Mary-le- PO/'t, Bristol.

2, Kensington Place, Clifton, Bristol, .August 13th, 1888.

WEEDED OUT.
I HAVE been told, since I came on board the steamer to-day, that the
correspondent of a certain High Church newspaper, in lately commenting upon the clergy of Bristol, referred to me as still adhering to the
old lines, and that it was time such men were "weeded out." Well,
as my informant stated, it was to be regarded as a compliment rather
than otherwise, as far as the unpopular and all-but-obsolete doctrines
of grace are concerned. God forbid that I should ever be allowed to
quit the "old paths." I have no desire whatever so to do, but, on
the contrary, I wish to live and to die by them; for sure I am that
these doctrines, and these alone, will stand the test of sickness, a dying
hour, and judgment to come.
Since the foregoing was written, it has pleased God to lay His afflictive hand on my friend and fellow-labourer, the Rev. W. SAUNDERS.
As he has of late been staying a short time at Southsea, we had
arranged to take a sea-trip to l)outhampton, one of which he had
recently much enjoyed. He was unable, however, to fulfil his engagement, in consequence of a seizure in the night. He awoke with no
feeling of pain or discomfort, except total inability to move. He has
since returned to Bristol in this paralyzed condition. His present attack
is altogether distinct from the ailment under which he suffered some
few years since. His cheerfulness, under the circumstances, has perfectly surprised me. We had both, but a short time previously, been
commenting with astonishment upon the fact that, in our latter pulpit
ministrations, we had realized so much of the presence and power of
the Lord. Hence, the thus being laid aside seems the more strange
and unaccountable. The fact of two adjoining parishes, where the
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Gospel had been proclaimed with simplicity, and free from any fleshly
adornment or creature attraction, being thus of a mdden deprived of
their Incumbents, will doubtless afford pleasing comment for those who
desire men of such stamp to be "weeded out." In all probability, such
opponents would, in the language of the despised Book of books, say,
"Persecute and take them: God hath forsaken them, and there is none
to deliver them." But, when facts are duly considered, we can see no
cause for such exultation or triumph. Should neither of us ever be
privileged to resume our work, it cannot be truthfully said that our
labours have been in vain in the Lord. Through our humble instrumentality, both parishes have been set on foot, large churches and extensive
schools, and other buildings erected, and all left in thorough working
order, after the one Incumbent had laboured for nearly thirty, and
the other upwards of twenty, years in their different spheres, which
previously had been an absolute blank. We have laboured, and, it may
be, others are now to enter upon and reap the fruits of our toil. But
surely such a state of things affords no real cause for opponents to
triumph. Whilst God forbid that one should take any credit to one's
self for the statement about to be made, still the fact should not be
lost sight of. If one is never to be permitted to return to re·occupy
his position at St. Luke's, Bedminster, it is grateful to remember that,
apart from the personal ministrations rendered both in church and
schools, there have been sent forth from the Industrial department of the
latter, during the little less than twenty years of its existence, upwards
of 250,000 books and booklets, of sound Scriptural truth. These have
not only been circulated through the length and breadth of the United
~ingdom, but to the remotest parts of the habitable globe. These books
and booklets will long outlive the writer, and, it is hoped, will instrumentally be owned of God when he is no more. Hence, however one
may deplore personal sins and shortcomings, and grieve that past opportunities were not more duly appreciated whilst as yet they were
afforded, still one has the cheering reflection that seed has been sown;
and, upon the ground of the promise that "His Word shall not return
unto Him void, but shall accomplish that which He pleases, and shall
prosper in the thing whereunto He has sent it," the last great day, it
is trusted, will prove that the seed thus sown, both from pulpit and
press, has sprung up and brought forth fruit, to the praise and glory of
His grace.

:!{thhius anh !t.otius .0£

~.o.ohs.·

Sympathy. Second Series. Words for the Weak and the Weary. By
DAvID A. DOUDNEY, D.D., Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster. London:
Book Society.
WE quote the Preface to the above work :The last edition of the book "SYMPATHY" having long since run out of
priut, and having been repeatedly asked for, I have at length resolved to
compile a second series of the work. In culling from the same source as
thM from which tle first series was taken-namely, the GO~PEL MAGAZINE
(which I have now had the sacred privilege of editing for upwards of eight-
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and-forty years)-I have been greatly struck with the freshness attmdant
upon the re.pe.rusal of the articles which, from time to time, have been given
.
me to write.
Moreover, not only have the said articles been presented as though never
seen before, but they havfl been applied to one's own mind with a refreshing
and reviving power. Scarcely a solitary word has been changed. Hence it
hag bespoke the teaching of the Holy Ghost; and what He teaches is
abiding. Not merely is there suitability and savour with respect to the
Spirit's work, but there is stability likewise. I have found this in such a
special way in the compilation of this book. What was given me to pen
thirty years ago a.nd upwards has been so ratified and confi1'med by subsequent
experience. Many a seasonab'e suggestion has thus been presented, proving
"words in season" to present wants and passing necessities.
I have felt this the more because I havp, through illness, been debarred
for some months from the sweet privilege of pulpit ministrations, the which,
more or less, for upwards of forty years, the Lord has most condescendingly
and graciously made the medium of personal as well as relative help-help
to one's own soul, as well as help on behalf of those to whom one has been
permitted to minister.
It only remains for me, in presenting this volume to the public, to express
my most fervent wish and heartfelt prayer that the God and Father of all
our mercies may be pleased to bless its contents to the instruction, edification, and comfort of many, on their wilderness journey to "the city which
hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God," and where" the inhabitant never says, I am sick, and the people who dwell therein are forgiven
their iniquity."

Worship: Chr·istian and Antichristian. The Substance of a Lecture by
the Rev. JAMES ORMISTO~, Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol.
London: J. and A. Macle
WE wish this excellent lecture could be scattered broadcast throughout
Christendom at the present crisis. Its tone may be gathered from the
annexed concluding remarks :The hour has surely come when all Englishmen who love God's Holy
Word and the pure faith of their martyred Protestant forefathers above all
party names and sectarian denominations must rally together under the
common banner of the Gospel of God's free grace, and show a united front
against Antichristianit.y in its most deadly and dangerous form-Papal
priestcraft.
Let it never be forgotten, either, that the glorious Reformation of three
hundred years ago was fought out mainly on those lines of doctrinal truth
which superficial minds contemptuously brand as "Calvinistic." Upon those
distinctive lines, too, the great Reformation was won. If, then, the inestimable blessings of the Reformation are to be effectually defended, conserved, and handed down to posterity, Christians of all names and parties
must be true and faithful to tho fundamental doctrines of the Gospel of
God's unmerited and invincible grace. The vicarious atonement of Christ.
offered once for ever for all the sins of God's people, must be our one and
persistent reply to the infid~l theory of. the mass sacrifice .and a massi~g
priesthood. If only Evangelical ConformIsts and NonconformIsts would umte
upon one foundation-and that the basis and plan of the Calvinistic Pro·
testant Union-there would be yet abundant reason to take courage in the
prospect of the coming struggle with Satanized Romanism-a struggle which,
while the most awful in its nature the world has ever beheld, must result
in the glorious advent of the Christ of God, in tile setting up of His
eternal kingdom, in the putting down for ever of the" man of sin," and of
that mystery of iniquity over which Leo XIII. proudly rules to-day.

