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SPIRITUAL PERFECTION IN CHRIST.
" Till lee all come in the tenity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a pmject man, unto the measure of the
stature of the falness of Ch1'ist."-EpHESIANS iv. 13.

THE Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, says (ch. vi. 1),
"Let us go on unto pe1jection ",o what does this mean? Certainly
we are not going on to perfection, neither in mortality nor
mm·ality.
Mortality.

When I see a sweet plump babe in his or her
perambulator, I can scarcely resist stopping the servant girl, and
imprinting a kiss on the rosy cheeks of that dear babe. Innocent
in infantine simplicity, the little one looks so happy and beautiful. But that babe will develop, if spared, into manhood or
womanhood, and what a change a few years will mark! Signs
of disease and decay will do their work, and it is evident that
the once apparently perfect babe is marked for the grave, and
that mortality comes to dissolution and not perfection.
"And God said, Let us make man in our image. . . . . So
God created man in His own image, in the image of God created
He him. . . . . And the Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul." Ah! this was all before the fall;
now read the words of Scripture (lfter the fall: "Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of
it: cttrsecl is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of
it all the days of thy life. . . . . In the sweat of thy face shalt
thou eat· bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return." It is evident, then, that, through the fall of our first
parents, we shall look in vain for perfection with regard to
rn01'tality, although, under the aspect of grace, we have this
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blessed assurance, that "This mortal shall put on immortality.
It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown
in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness;
it is raised in power." All of which assertions will bring us to
our point, namely, that if we look for pmjection with regard to
the body, it must be a spiritual body, and that not in this
world, but in the next.
Then if we go from mortality to morality, where shall we find
perfection here? Methinks I hear one say, "In education." But
is this so? We desire fully to admire a fine intellect, and there
is no doubt that with regard to education it is making rapid
progress in our days, and the masses are becoming more and more
intelligent. All well in its place, although this advance has its
peril; but all the human wisdom of the world will not makA
one man "wise unto salvation."
Are we, then, further, to find
perfection in the so-called religiolls lwrld?"
"Yes," say some,
"in Christian worship j and the elevation of the worship of God
is enhanced by a high ritual, and in the introduction of advanced
musio in our churches and chapels."
Well, follow those who
are engaged in such so-called worship into the world, and you
will find, for the most part, a giddy and gay throng, who
make a miserable failure in their attempt to "serve God and
But yet another view. Shall we find peljection in
mammon."
so-called creattwe holiness? It has been, and is still being
attempted and professed, but in very many instances we could
recount, the very men who have made high pretensions of walking in a pathway of holiness, have been the very ones to fall-and
miserably fall, too-and have been left to drag their filthy rags of
garments of self-righteousness through the mire of disappointment,
and have become the scorn of the Church and of the world.
Well, having thus somewhat cleared the ground, let us take
in our hands the Word of God, and with its unfoldings, as
taught by the Holy Spirit, reply to our inquiry, Where shall
we find pe1jection.'1 and we think our passage at this time will
well meet the inquiry: "Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perjP.ct
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ."
And in order to be clear, it is worthy of notice, that in this
chapter and the previous, we have man described as "the Old
Man," "the New Man," "the Inner Man," and" the Per/rct Man."
First. Let us look at "the Old Man": "That ye put oft' concerning the former conversation, the old man," which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts" (Eph. iv. 22). Well, if we are
to put off and cast aside the thing, it cannot be going on to perfection. It surely implies that we are to lay it aside as nothing
worth, and as nothing that can be depended upon. It may
assume a great deal, and be strong in its pretensions, and very
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angry at being thus despoiled, but the command of God is, "Put
off the old man and his deeds," Yes, his deeds, of which he
was so proud, and by which he thought himself so worthy and
great-a very humbling work, but g-race is humbling; and when
the Lord the Spirit commences His work of grace in a sinner's
heart, He always takes the old man into the stripping room, and
he has to be ·unclothed. It is true this work is not done all at
once; for so fond is the foolish one of his old rags, that he
sticks to them as long as he can; but eventually he is brought,
if a child of God and a vessel of mercy, to where Job was
brought, of whom it is written, "And Job arose, and rent his
mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down npon the ground,
and worshipped, and said, Naked came lout of my mother's
womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." He
had been, as far as charactm' was concerned, as the Lord Himself
declared concerning him unto Satan, "Hast thou considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?"
What more, then, was necessary? Was he not fit for heavenfit to be a companion of God? No. He must be stripped for
an attainment higher than perfection of character, even for a
perfect standing in Ohrist Jesus.
And this brings us to consider our second point, namely, The
New Man (Eph. iv. 24); and that is a new creation, which is
shown us' in the fact, that while we are told that the old man
must be "put off," we are told that the new man must be
., put on," signifying an entire change. The stripped must be
clothed, even with the garments of salvation, and the imputed
righteousness of Ohrist; the undressed must be dressed, with the
fine linen of purity and peace; the unclean must be washed, by
the sanctification of the Spirit: yea, the unclean, the undressed,
the stripped one must be entirely enveloped, and that, too, in the
Deity; for this mighty change is, because of the Father's everlasting choice and love-because of the Eternal Son's redeeming
grace-and because of the work, washing, and clothing of the
Holy Spirit. Everything about it tells, not of a mere reformation, of character, but a new creation-a new man; and the Lord
of power and might says that He has created Stteh for His glory!
We have been dwelling upon the Apostle Paul's teaching under
divine inspiration, but Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Ohrist, subdued,
sanctified, and softened by divine grace, follows Paul in the
same line of teaching. He says, "Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the resnrrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead." Do mark, the Scriptures always bid
us look beyond the cross to the resurrection; and our very new
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birth, our new creation in Christ Jesus, is by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. His resurrection secures our resurrection from death
unto life, and brings us to a lively hope, upon solid grounds, that
that, in its fruition, will find us in heaven-find us in eternal
glory-find us for ever with Christ. But it iR these words,
"begotten again," we want to draw attention to in connection
with our subject, so that the gains realized (it is evident) are not
by the first and natural birth. Born in sin, and remaining in that
state, all the consequences of that state must ensue. But the new
and spiritual birth in Christ Jesus ensures for us all that He has
procured by His doing and dying; and, "If children, then heirs,
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ" of everlasting glory.
Oh, it does melt one's soul to think of it! such grace, such
mercy to undeserving ones! Adopted into the family of Godbegotten of God-chosen in Christ-regenerated by the Holy
Spirit! It is wonderful!
And we shall trace this further in its development if we pass
on to our tMrd point, "Tlte Inner Man" (Eph. iii. 16); that
is, the soul, which is the seat, of grace. And the Apostle
prays that his brethren and sisters in the Lord might have granted
unto them, "According to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man /
which strength must therefore be spiritual strength, and the life
which needs this strength is Christ; for He says, "That Christ
may dwell in your hearts," &c. It is plain, then, that the life
within is Christ. Christ within, the hope of glory, He is our life.
" Yes, Jesus and my soul are one;
I've life and bliss in Him alone:
Because He lives, I live to prove
His sovereign, everla~ting love."

And now, lastly, a few thoughts upon tlte Perfect Man, as our
passage has it, "Till we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." The
expression, "Till we all come," indicates collectively, and takes us
at once, we think, to the body of Christ-His spiritual Church;
indeed, this certainly is the Apostle's teaching. He says, "But
speaking the truth in love. may grow up into Him in all things,
which is the Head, even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly
joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part;
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love."
Beautiful and precious language! Surely here is the pe1ject
man. The Head perfect in Himself, most certainly; but not
perfected till He has filled to the full every member of His body
-the one body-one spiritual Church-the names of the members
of which are all written in the Book of Life; and they .are one
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and all joint partakers in the blessings which God hath purchased
for them with His own blood; and He will supply all their
needs, till they all come "to the general assembly and Church
of the first-born, which are written in heaven."
None are contemplated as members of that one body, save
those in whom the Holy Spirit dwells. None are exempt on
account of their shape or size; the little and the least are
necessary to the perfecting of the body, and all are united to
their glorified Head in heaven. This is "the perfect man" of
God's honouring-perfected in the knowledge of the Son of God
-perfected in union with Him-perfected in the flowings of His
fulness-perfected in glory; this is what we understand by "the
pelteet man."

This, then, is the deduction we arrive at with regard to PerIt will neither be found in mortality nor morality-in
the religious world, nor in the education of the people; nay, farreaching word as it is, it will not be found in the flesh at all.
It is, however, attainable; for in the Scriptures it is enjoined.
"Be perfect in all the will of God," was the fervent prayer of
Epaphras; but for whom, and how?-that's the point. It was
craved for the Colossian saints, the children of God, and God's
children only can attain to it in Ohrist: such are partakers of the
Divine nature, and it is in that nature, and in that only, they
stand complete. "Ye are complete in Him"; that is, "The
Church of Christ, which is His body"; they were "the fulness
of Him that filleth all in all" (Col. ii. 10; Eph. i. 23). How
great and glorious is this union and oneness in Ohrist!
But then it may be urged, "Is there nothing to be said
about the life and the daily walk?" Most certainly. If the
walk does not accord with the profession, it shows there is only
profession and not possession. I am sure every true member of
Christ's living body will be anxious about the life. "I beseech
you," saith the same Apostle to his brethren at Rome, "by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." And the
closing verses of the fourth chapter to the Ephesians is full of
important details and injunctions, as to how that daily life and
walk should be carried out. For, as he says, the new man is
"created in righteousness and tme holiness." In connection with
the Christian's walk, our blessed Lord, when on earth, uttered
very significant and important words to His disciples. He said,

fectt"on.

" Be ye therfjore perfect, even as your Father whiclt is in heaven is
pel:feet" (Matt. v. 41:'). What did He mean? (Jan we get at

His mind and will in the matter of perfection? for it is most
important. Let us take an illustration, which we think will bring
us to what He meant. There is a beloved and endeared earthly
parent. He is loving, tender, and full of compassion, watchful
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at all times for his children's interest. What should be the
desire of dutiful children of such a parent? Should it not be
that in them the family character should be maintained, and that
I1S was and is the father, so should be the son, in walk, conduct,
and conversation?
And a right-minded son or daughter will
desire thus to honour their father, and do all according to his will.
Now, it is precisely so with the family of God, and it was the
desire of our blessed Lord that it should be so. Hence He said,
"Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour and hate thine enemy." That may be according to
law, but it is not according to the Gospel of grace and love.
"But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be
the children of your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain
on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than
others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." That is,
imitate the spirit of love, as so fully manifested by your Father
which is in heaven; not merely to love your own kin and kindred
even in chief, but extend love to those who deserve judgment,
for this is the standard of love observed by your heavenly
Father. And were not you, reader, and I, such in our days
of unregeneracy? did we not deserve judgment, but get grace?
did we not merit perdition and get pardon? And shall we close
our career with any other feeling than this; we deserved hell,
but, through the love of the Father, and blood of the Son, and
grace of the Spirit, we gain heaven?
Well, then, we are to aim at the spirit of love, as manifested
so fully by our Father which is in heaven. And that is a
parallel passage, "Be ye merciful as your Father also is mercifuL"
That our heavenly Father is merciful to us who know Him and
love Him, we have abundant proof in personal experience; but
here is the point which the context shows us, "He is kind unto
the unthankful and evil also," although they do not recognise it.
Such is the spirit of the Father, and such shOuld be ours. Just
to take an illustration. We, it may be, are accustomed to visit
the abodes of our neighbours, and to drop a word here and a
word there in the name of the Lord, but there is that evil man
who forbids our entering his house. He declares religion is all
cant, and that he hates us, and hates our religion too. But God
lays His hand upon that man, and by affliction and suffering
silences his unruly tongue: are we to say, "Oh, he has always
been my enemy j I will have nothing to do with him"? No,
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no ! that is just the man I must go to; my heavenly Father
is kind to the unthankful and evil, and so must I be." And in
how many caRes we could record such visits have been blessed!
trophies of divine grace are gathered, and the enemy turned into
a friend. It is now, " Do come again, sir," instead of the door shut
in one's face. Be ye perfect, then, in love, and mercy, and compassion, as is your heavenly Father.
In conclusion, we would say, when David tells us that his
soul is holy (Psalm lxxxvi. 2), and he was perfect before God, he
did not mean it was pure and immaculate; far, very far from
this; his every expression in that Psalm, and others, breathed
the very contrary; but he meant, as the marginal rendering
expresses, one whom Thou favourest-one hallowed to God's
service, and a soul dedicated to Him and consecrated for His use.
" Holiness" may be the title of a Pope, but humility will be the
desire of the Christian.
THE EDITOR.
WEARY WAITING.
THE Quarterly Report of that excellent society, The Eva,n,qelical P1'otestant
Union, has a special notice to" Decidedly Evangelical Incumbents,"-[We
could not help exclaiming, "Alas! alas! where will you find them 1
verily, they are getting fewer and fewer, and far between,"]-that
when the above are in want of like-minded curates, the Evangelical
P1'otestant Union's hon. secretary will be glad to hear from them, and
stating that one of the latter writes, "There are plenty of curacies to
be had under men of the neo-Evangelical stamp, but when a Ourate has
to wait until he can obtain an old-fashioned service with the black
gown in the pulpit, and a proper distinction made between prayer and
praise, it is 'vJew'y waiting.'" Indeed, it must be weary waiting. Yet
it is never vain waiting upon the Lord. He reigneth still, and must
be trusted. And then it is not merely weary waitin,q, but too often
weary working, in these days of departure from the truth.
The vacant pews and diminished numbers must grievously cast down
many a minister of the Gospel, and nothing is more wretched than
for the Lord's servant to have to preach in a place of truth well nigh
empty. We know full well it is better to have a few whose souls are
alive to the things of God, than a multitude of those who have only
a name to live and are dead; still, on the other hand, it is no easy
matter to have to tell out the truth into empty space, and where your
words seem to rebound upon you in the pulpit. It was only last
evening we were talking to a dear man of God of deep experience,
who mentioned chapel after chapel where the truth has been preached,
where the congregations have fallen off to mere handfulls. And as to
the churches, oh, it is excessively painful to see church after church,
where the distinctive doctrines of grace have been preached for many
years, now passed into the hands of the Ritualists, who have changed
everything in the sacred edifice. But we must pray on and wrestle
on, dear readers.
G. O.
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BLEST FROM THE BIRTH.
" I wa.~ cast 1JpOn Thee f1'om the womb."-PsALM xxii. 10.
"I have been left unto Thee ever since I was born."-PRAYER
VERSION.

,

BOOK

THIS Psalm may be truly called, The' Psalm of the 01'OSS anel the C1'own;
for it leads to the former, and lifts 1tp to the latter. The opening
exclamation is the cry of the heart, "Jlly Gael, my Gael! " It is precious
in divine experience to be able to put in that personal claim, "My
God," and real religion must be a personal matter between God and
the soul. I rejoice to hear of one and another realizing divine things,
and walking in the ways of the Lord; but then I have personally to
face death and eternity-can I, in view of the end, look up to the
Eternal Father and say, "My God"? Yes, I can; and you can, dear
reader: does not the fact overwhelm us with gratitude ~ But then we
must not stop here, with only this personal uplifting of our head.
We have said this Psalm leads to the cross, and so it does; finish
the exclamation, and it at once proves this, "My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsaken me ~ " These, we know, were the very words of
our Lord when hanging on the cross: "Now from the sixth hour
there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about
the ninth hour Jesus cried, with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani 1 that is to say, My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ " Yes, at this solemn time, when He uttered this cry.
there was total desertion, followed by total darkness. He was deserted
by God and man, while He bore the sins of His people away, as their
divine Substitute: at which the sun, that glorious luminary of heaven,
hid his face. It was not an ordinary eclipse" as some have asserted,
which usually does not exceed twelve or fifteen minutes, but a darkness which continued three full hours. Nature itself 3eemed to weep
at the Saviour's agonies of death. And thus, as this Psalm of the
Cross tells us, the dear patient Lamb of God was treated like a wormthat is, a thing so often trodden under foot-and yet He submitted,
being humble, silent, and harmless. And He was the outcast of the
people, rejected and despised; and when on the cross, "the chief
priests," mocking Him, said, "He trusted in God; let Him deliver
Him now, if He will have Him." And so it was, enemies bold and
strong as oxen, even as the bulls of Bashan, which were animals
highly fed and highly fierce, and they ramped and leaped about after
their prey, till, as He says, through their cruelty and tearing, "My
bones are out of joint: My heart fainteth and melteth as wax by the
fire. I am like a broken piece of an earthen vessel; My tongue
cleaveth to My mouth. They pierced My hands and My feet. I may
tell all My bones: they stand staring and looking upon Me." Such
was the experience of the Man of Sorrows, who suffered all and
summed up all by His death of deaths upon the cross; and at whose
death it is further declared, "Dogs have compassed Me: the assembly
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of the wicked have enclosed Me: they pierced My hands and My feet."
Yes, many savage people hunted our dear Redeemer's life like" dogs"
after a helpless animal; for while the Jewish rulers were well compared
toUi" bulls," so the soldiers and the rabble are well compared to dogs.
"." But all this contemplation and Scriptural view of our Saviour's
agonies but brings us to His great and continual source of comfort.
He says, in the language of our portion, "I was cast upon Thee from
the womb"; or, "I have been left unto Thee ever since I was born."
And how throughout His career did He give proof of this; constantly,
in His helplessness and weakness as a man, appealing to His Father,
and bending in hallowed submission to His will, in all things. Well,
nothing melts the heart of a child of God more than a view of the
agony of Christ upon the cross; and, dear reader, are we not thereby
lost in wonder and amazement at the covenant plan and purpose of
our God, sacrificing His own Son for our salvation ~
" And why, dear Saviour, tell me why
Thou thus would'st suffer bleed and die P
What mighty motive could Thee move P
The motive's plain-twas all for love.

"0 love of unexampled kind,
That leaves all thought so far behind j
Where length and breadth, and depth and height,
Are lost to my astonished sight!"
And love for whom, Thou dear SUffering Saviour ~ For poor rebel
sinners. Reader, love for you, and love for me. "Hereby perceive
we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us." " Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins."
But now the inquiry may be made, "You have said that this Psalm is
, the Psalm of the Cross and the Crown,' and enlarged, in proof of this,
upon the agonies of the dear Redeemer, as brought out in it; how do
you connect this with the point, that the Lord's people are " blest from thei1'
bi1·th"? Why here you have it (30th verse), " A seed shall serve Him;
it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come, and
shall declare His righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that He
hath done this." Therefore, upon Scriptural grounds, we may affirm, that
God's children are God's offspring and posterity; that at the appointed
time there is manifested in them that germ of divine life which finds its
fruition in eternal glory. ." Christ in them, the hope of glory." So to
His typical and spiritual Israel He declared, "I will establish My
covenant between Me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their gene.
rations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to
thy seed after thee."
Concerning which the Apostle Paul says,
He saith
" Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made.
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed,
which is Christ. . . . For ye are all children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus."
And the beloved John writes, "Whosoever is born
of God doth not commit sin, for His seed remaineth in him; he
cannot sin, because he is born of God." That is, the spiritual birth and
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life of God in the soul cannot sin; the carnal life does, of which we have
abundant proof, " after regeneration."
But it may be urged, "Yes, but such children are still born in sin
and shapen in iniquity; they are blest from their spiritual birth, but
how can they be blest from their natural birth ~ " The Apostle Paul
shall answer the inquiry. He sayR, "It pleased God, who separated [or
sanctified] me j1'orn my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to
reveal His Son in me." Yes, all along his mad career of opposition to
Christ, he was a chosen vessel unto God-marked as the Lord's own.
Oh, what love and mercy, beloved, beyond compare!
"Hail, happy souls, on whom are
set
Jehovah's ancient mark!
His chosen ones He'll not forget,
When all around is dark.

" ~'[arked with the Sa,iour's precious
blood;
Marked by transforming grace;
Marked with the sanctity of God;
A marked, peculiar race.

"Marked as the heirs of endless bliss;
Marked with the price you cost;
Marked with Jehovah's llHme, as His;
You never can be lost."
"Never can be lost," Here surely is the climax of God's mercy and
grace.
But one may say, "Oh, I fear I was anything but blest from the
birth: all the vices of childhood seemed to centre in my vile heart;
and, as I grew up, I gave full play to the lusts of the flesh and the
tendencies of my evil nature." All this may be true. We did not say
you were "blessed" as far as your conduct went, but blest according to
the covenant of your God. And I am sure of this, that God's Spirit
was at work while we were young and when we knew it not; and
prone to evil as we were in earlier days, and that continually, we
remember secret strivings and softening compunctions, which we attributed to conscience, but which were, in fact, God's Spirit watching
over us, as chosen vessels from all eternity: and, "I will arise and go
unto my Father, and say unto Him, Father, I ha,e sinned," was not
the movings of the flesh but of the Spirit. The Eternal Father 10ved,
too, all the time, and"While I was yet a great way off,
He ran, and on my neck He fell;
My short distress he judged enough,
And snatched me from the brink of hell."
What a remarkable and blessed portion is that to the point, "But
God, whu is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved
us, even when we were dead in sins" (Eph. ii. 4, 5). We may be
quite sure, if God loved His own before the formation of the world,
and loved them, as asserted, when "clerid in sins," that His watchful
eye and almighty protection is over them all the time that they are
thus dead in sins. I am sure, with regard to bodily preservation,
you and I, dear reader, if we met, would have to recount time after
time, and mercy spots many, which, on looking back, we can come to
no other conclusion than that God preserved us then and there
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because of His love. Personally, I could tell of certainly five special
times of peril, when I was marvellou~ly preserved; and you can do
the same, dear reader, I am sure. And then, not merely with regard
to bodily preservation, but in those times of sore temptation, restraining grace was at work when we knew it not. Why.did we not, as
others do, fall, and fearfully fall, too 7 Something kept us-nay,
SOMEONE kept us-from committing the sin, the consequences of which
must have been appalling. Yes, it was the Lord, watching with
unwearied eyes His wayward one, keeping his feet from falling in
slippery places, and preserving in many a position of unthought-of
peril. Oh, dear brother, the Lord is good!
And then notice further, our passage says, "I was cast upon the
Lord from the womb" ; and in the Prayer-book version, "I have been
left unto Thee ever since I was born "-assertions which surely betoken
utter helplessness and Divine dedication. Helpless from the first to
the last-from the first as dependent as the babe clinging to its
mother's breast. What can it do 7 It cannot walk or talk; and if it
sees anything in its nothingness to alarm it, all it can do is to cling
the closer.
The dear Lord was kept in safety by His heavenly Father, in the
earliest days of His earthly career. Herod sought to take His life
when He was in His mother's arms, but the Lord, in a dream,
acquainted Joseph of his evil design, and bid him flee with the
young child into Egypt; and there He was kept in safety till Herod's
death. Equally so is it with the Lord's babes in grace; a watchful
providence is over them, and they are kept in safety even when upon
their mother's breast.
Then, in the review of our being, as children of God, cast upon the
Lo1'CZ, from the birth to the death, from the entrance to the exit, from
the alpha to the omega, ob, what a string-what a golden chain-of
manifold mercies and blessings we have to thank the Lord for! They
may be truly represented as the sand on the sea shore-innumerable,
and not to be counted. Sometimes we have been led to attempt to
put them down in diary or memorandum book, but generally it is
given up, as too many to recount. All we can do is to testify to the
end of our days of His great goodness to us, who has led us and fed
us all our journey through; and, as a dear sister once said to us, in
the review of her mercies, "Yes, all this, and heaven at last!" Sweet
confidence and comfort! May we be fully assured upon this point.
And why not 7
And then, how completely we must feel we are cast uJJon the Lord,
when we think of the uncertainty of all things here below. To many
of us it is a marked feature of our experience, that we are monthly
and daily losing so many relatives and friends by death. God is
gathering home His own, and we find ourselves sometimes, in our
isolation, saying with the Prophet, "And I only am left." This, of
course, is not so, for the Lord will never leave Himself without
witnesses. But here is our point-in the uncertainty of everything
earthly, we are indeed cast upon the Lord,. and as a dear aged saint
once said to us, when we told him we thought he was nearing home,
"All right, sir; all right. I have not a wish beyond the Lord's. His
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time is mine. I am quite ready for Him to say, 'John, come up
higher.' "
And have there not been times without number, beloved, with you
and me when we have been completely driven to cc/'st ourselves ~tpon the
Lord? The difficulty has been so great, the matter so utterly beyond
us, that, in our heartfelt helplessness, we could do nothing else but
cry to our God, and cast ourselves upon Him. There must be mercy
and love in the trial, that forces upon us such close contact with our
God, and such a deep insight into the feebleness of the creature. We
are certain to come out of such an ordeal with deep soul lessons we
never gained before. We can mark much learned under the trial.
"Meantime that foe can't boast of much,
Who makes us watch. and pray."
But, while dwelling upon this precious acknowledgment of being
"cast upon the Lord from the birth," just a few thoughts upon the
other derivation we have named, for we do like it much. "I have
been left unto Thee ever since I was bom." A very precious leaving, too;
for it is not being left with one who cannot relieve or protect, but
left with the Lord, who is all our strength, and is our Redeemer,
able to save and succour. vVe can never harm in such keeping. He
has proved Himself the Keeper of Israel in our case, dear reader.
hundreds of times, has He not 1 and we remain monuments of His
sparing mercy.
But speaking of lea'lJing ~Lnto the L01'd things that concern us, can
you understand such a piece of experience as this, beloved 1 A few
days back I was worrying about a matter, and wondering which
turn this thing and the other would take, when it seemed as if the
Lord stopped me on the pathway, and said, "Why, you are the man
that wrote an article entitled, "Leave it all with the Lord," and which
you had proof was accompanied by My blessing, and yet are you now
leaving all to the Lord 1 Pmetise what yon preach." I felt the rebuke
within, and casting away the "this '{Jwy," and, "that may not," asked
the Lord's forgiveness, and craved of Him more faith; for must we
not join dear HART in his earnest desire~ to be found trusting his
God, when he says.. The God I trust
"Then why so sad,
My soul? though bad,
Is true and just;
Thou hast a Friend that's good,
His mercy has no end.
He bought thee dear
Himself hath said
(Abandon fear);
My ransom's paid;
He bought thee with His blood.
And I on Him depend.
"So rich a cost
Can ne'er be lost,
Though faith be tried by fire:
Keep Christ in view;
Let God be true,
And every man a liar"?
God be praised for a religion that will stand the trial and the test!
and such a religion is like this Psalm-that of the C1'OSS ancl the crown.
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Not that we in ourselves can stand any trial, for all that is hllman is
weakness and insufficiency indeed; but the Lord of glory gives supporting grace under the trial, and even causes us, at times, to smile
the smile of contentment through our tears, as we exclaim, "Yes, it
is all well. I would not have it otherwise. It is His own ordering
of love, and the mystery of suffering is thfl mystery of love, to the
Lord's children." "Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted." Out of many waters divine power brings us, while above
them is heard His voice of love, "It is I; be not afraid."
Then, again, when the Lord the Spirit really begins a work of
grace in the heart, and reveals the nature and character of sin, and
our true position through the fall of our first parents, with the
inevitable result which must follow, unless something is done, how we
become completely cast ~tpon the Lord. To whom can we go but unto
Him ~ No other refuge is felt to be of any avail; indeed, the Holy
Spirit dri,-es us out of every other refuge, that we may find Jesus
to be our own Saviour, and that "there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."
You observe, dear reader, we have described this state of thi ngs
in connection with a rexl work of grace begun within; for there is
much that is not real-a mere profession; and then there is manifested a clinging to creature doings, and not a casting upon Him who
has done all. And I believe the test of a religion that will stand
is this-a poor sinner led to cast himself entirely upon the Lord.
"Notbing in my band I bring;
Simply to Thyself I cling."

And perhaps there is no part of the sacred Word which shows
the point we are dwelling upon more fully than one of Ezekiel's
remarkable visions, as given us in the sixteenth chapter of his Prophecies. True, it is thought that under the similitude of a wretched
infant is showed the natural state of Jerusalem-God's extraordinary
love towards her, and her marvellous departures of heart from Him,
and ingratitude for all His mercies; and yet, in spite of all, He
promises, and gives to her, untold blessings: but we shall have but a
poor comprehension of divine truth, if we do not see that all this is
but an emblem of His spiritual Zion-His chosen and living Church
in Christ-cast out in the days of unregeneracy, and lying a wretched
and polluted thing, with none eye to pity or have compassion upon
her; when the Lord of strength and power and love passed by, and
said, "Live," spreading His skirt of imputed righteousness over herwashing her with the water of regeneration - anointing her with the
oil of spiritual gladness-clothing her with the beautiful garments of
His salvation, and decking her with the o-rnaments of the gifts and
graces of the Holy Spirit; in fact, doing all for her, and bringing her
into vital union with Himself. And is she represented as repaying
Him an hundredfold ~ Alas! alas for human nature in and of itself!
her wanderings and waywardness, folly and sinfulness, are fully and
faithfully recounted, and the Lord in mercy does not cast her away
or sever the tie, but declares, "Nevertheless, I will remember My
covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish with
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thee an everlasting covenant . . . . and thou shalt know that I am
the Lord."
But we have said that this Psalm may be called, "The Psalm of the
cmwn," as well as the cross.
Truly so, for it all leads up to the C1'own,
and the crown is the emblem of victory. It is so with our blessed Lord
Himself. He has been lifted up from the humiliation of the earthly
life to the exaltation of the heavenly standing at the right hand of God.
He has been raised from the agonies of the cross to the dignity of the
crown. And so with aB His own: each and all shall be called up, at
the appointed time, from the sorrows of the way to the sunshine of
heaven-raised from the gloom of this vale of tears to "the glory of
Emmanuel's land."
Yes, from the trouble and trial of this tiresome
world to the home where all is peace ::md bliss. If the Master has had
His crown of thorns and received His crown of triumph, so shall His
followers. But how ~ Ah! they shall obtain their victory through the
blood of the Lamb. And this brings us to that precious passage concerning the Lord of Glory, " On His head are many crowns," but all that
the Church gains has been procured by her spiritual Head to all the
members, even to the least and the weakest. Rightly do we sing, "Crown
Him L01'Cl of all." And if we just glance at some of the crowns the
Redeemer has procured for them, we shall see this. For instance, they will
receive a crown of righteousnes,~. "I have fought a good fight," says the
Apostle Paul, "I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 1'ighteousness, which the Lord the
righteous Judge shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto
all them also that love His appearing." And surely this is gained all
through Christ, who is truly called, " The Lord OUT Righteousness," which
just suits those who have none of their own.
" A title just, a pardon sealed,
A spotless wedding dress;
y ea, ~race and glory are revealed
In Christ our Righteousness."
Then they will receive a crown of life. "Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation; £01' when he is tried [or after he has been
tried] he shall receive the CTown of life, which the Lord hath promised
Yes j not a corruptible crown, but an
to them that love Him."
incorruptible, that fadeth not away, for it is a crown of life.
"When Christ, who is our life, appears,
With bright angelic train,
Then shall I see Him as He is,
Be introduced to heavenly bliss,
And never sigh again."
They are also to receive a crown of rejoicing; for not merely are
they a crown of rejoicing, and the hope and joy of those who have
been made a blessing to them down here, but they are the Saviour's
"crown o£ rejoicing," who "shall see of the travail of His soul and
be satisfied." Yes, it will be all rejoicing in heaven; the triumph of
a Saviour will be joyously proclaimed, and heaven ring with anthems
of praise in glorifying our King.
Their crown, too, is a promised CTOwn: "Be thou faithful unto death,
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and I will give thee a crown of life." The Lord of Glory's, "I will
give thee," ensures it, and never will He break His word.
In a word, their crown will be it crown of glory: "And when the
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away."
"At last the ransomed throng complete
Is glorified throughout;
Again they bow at Jesus' feet,
And' Hallelujah' shout."
Dearest Lord, if what we have written at this time for Thy dear
people is the teaching of the Holy Spirit, giving an insight into the
Word of life, let it be as Thy "portion to seven, also to eight"; so
bless Thine own Word, and bring glory to Thy great Name. "We
know not whether shall prosper, this or that, or whether they both
shall be alike good ," but if we keep to Thy Word, in nothingness of
spirit and entire dependance upon Thee, we may cherish the confidence
that our meditation will gain Thy blessing.
"Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity. Amen."

G. C.

BUTton·on-l'Tent.
THE COMING OF THE LORD.
(MARK xiii. 32-35.)

AT even, when the golden sun has glided
Behind the purple hills so fair to sight,
When, in the vast expanse of blue and crimson,
The yellow crescent moon is shining brightThe Lord may come.
At midnight, when the glorious stars are keeping
Their silent watch amid the heavens serene;
When rosy children sleep on snowy pillows,
And plumy song·birds rest in coverts greenThe Lord may come.
At cockcrow, when the heavy shades are lying
On bloomy fields and silvery streamlets gay;
When sleepless sufferers, in dim.lighted chambers,
And weary watchers, long for dawn of dayThe Lord may come.
At dewy morn, when men go forth to labour,
And women work at home with freshened might;
When fragrant blossoms lade the air with sweetness,
And glistening sunbeams gild the land with lightThe Lod may come.
He hath not shown the hour of His appearing,
That is concealed from e'en the cherubim,
But He hath given commandment that His servants,
His ransomed ones, should ever watch for Him.
Oh, may our loins be girt, our lamps be burning,
Our hearts be longing for our Lord's returning;
That when He comes we may arise with joy,
To meet Him 'mid the glory in the sky.
ISA.
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WELL·SPRINGS.
"May we know what this new doctrine, whereof tho7. speakest, is? FOT
thm. bringest certain strange things to onr ears)' we lconld know therejo1'e
what these things mean? "-ACTS xvii. 19, 20.
STRANGE things indeed! God had brought to pass His strange act,
and the truths which poured from Paul's lips were as yet new to
them. The precious doctrine of Jesus and the resurrection were as
strange things to the people. A divine purpose was in all Paul's
leadings. His journeys, and all that befell that Apostle, were overruled
by an unerring Providence. While Paul was preaching at Berea, the
unbelieving Jews came thither, and so stirred up the people that,
fearing a tumult, his fellow-labourers sent Paul away, and, ani ving at
Athens, he waits there for Silas and Timotheus to join him.
The
delay, or, rather, the time lapsing their arrival, is turned to good
account, for we find Paul uses the opportunity to "dispute in the
synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the
market daily with them that met with him," resulting in that grantl
sermon on Mars' ;Hill, testifying with all holy boldness of Jesus, whom
they despised, and. of His resurrection, which they denied; with the
result that, ,,'When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some
mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter. . . . .
Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which
was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and
others with them." Thus there was a needs-be for Paul to be driven
from Berea, that he might find out those who were to be taught of
God in Athens.
Now, we have in the passage before us Jews and devout persons
wrangling with Paul, and then the very learned Epicureans and Stoicks
bring him to bar upon his doctrines. They want to know of this
"new doctrine," but are unbelieving that this" base fellow" can teach
their learned men any new thing. "What will this babbler say ~ other
some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he
preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. And they took him,
and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, l\Iay we know what this
new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is ~ For thou bringest certain
strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these
things mean ~ " Marvellously strange indeed! It was a truth too
stupendous to grasp, except as, little by little, the Divine Teacher
forced it upon His little band of followers. It was a puzzle to those
faithful two on the road to Emmaus. And it is a sweet desire of the
aged Paul-after all his preaching, disputing, and confirming upon the
very subject, feeling now, after all, what a little he had grasped of the
stupendous whole of that glorious truth-to find him praying, "That
I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection." He says, in
another place, "Not as though I had already attained-but I follow
after." No, he had not come to see it in its fulness of perfection.
The truth of it had been grasped as centreing in a precious risen and
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€xalted Christ, but in his own body, resurrection life was not fully
attained, but he d.esires such a daily perceptible growth thereunto that
shall one day be CJnsummated in glory.
How graciously our Lord sought to make plain this precious truth
to those sorrowing hearts at Bethany, by raising their brother from
the dead and preaching at the open grave, "I am the Resurrection
and the Life; he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never
die." Oh, beloved, I shall never forget that marvellous word of promise,
as sent to me upon an occasion of surging sorrow, "Shall never die!"
All the glories of the resurrection shone forth. It was a true beget,ting again unto a lively hope. All the abundant life and its blessing
seemed clustered round that corn of wheat, which had died and brought
forth" much fruit." There was no abiding alone to Him. The stone
must be forced away. There was no need of poor Mary's questioR,
"Who shall roll away the stone ~ " The sleeping soldiers are powerless; "In vain the watch, the stone, the seal," and all the rest of
man's paltry contrivance to keep ill the triumphant Victor; death's
bands are torn asunder, and heaven's glorious King rises, the mighty
Conqueror for His Church, and lives again in them, that they "shall
never die." "I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore," He says to His Church; whilst Her respJnse is,
"I know that my Redeemer liveth."
Glorious truth! Well may the worldly-wise have sought to shut the
Apostle's mouth, whilst he the more desires to tell of Jesus and His
resurrection. In his defence before Agrippa, he says, "And now I
stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto
our fathers." A living hope is working in and for us. It is life unto
life. Life that lives abundantly in this dead body, making us feel. ics
deadness in Adam; a confirming, assuring truth to the tempted and
harassed; as if they had not this life, they would not know of this
body of sin and death. If all were dead within, they would not
"groan being burdened," nor cry out with the Apostle, "Who shall
deliver me from the body of this death 1"
But see how this
~esurrection life grows and flourishes.. Downward, in affiiction, just
.as the roots live in spite of the winter's frost and snow. Though
unseen, underground, yet taking firmer hold to prepare for the upper
growth, the putting forth of new leaf, bud, and blossom, by-and-by.
Downward, out of self; this is our chrysalis state. Oh, the self-loathing, the abasing ourselves, with Job! seeing more and more of our vileness as His glories are revealed to our wondering eyes.
All the fresh manifestations of His love do but remind us more and
more of our unworthiness. When He reveals Himself, we cry, "Who am
I that Thou shouldst bear favour unto me, 'seeing I am but a strd.nger 1"
When His grace favours, we feel "less than the least." Yea, in all
these things, "I am crucified with Ohrist; nevertheless I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me."
Dying downwards; living, growing
upwards. That is our position, beloved.
Buried with Him in His death, His children shall, in their daily
experience, take root downward to bear fruit upward. This resurrection life is ever tending upwards. The angels reminded the little
2 s
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company of mourners of this, as they stood at the door of the
sepulchre with downcast hearts, when they saw not their Lord. "He
is not here; He is risen!" Follow Him where He has gone. Look
upward now, He is no longer in the grave. That enemy, death, has been
for ever destroyed j Justice is satisfied, and He lives and reigns a
glorious Conqueror and King. "0 grave, where is thy victory 1
o death, where is thy sting 7 Thanks be to God, who giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." So that in all our daily warfare
may our resurrection life lead our thoughts and affections upwards. His
saints are begotten again to a lively hope. ThEir desire is to know
Him and the power of His resurrection. They look forward to the time
when they shall rise in His likeness and be exalted in their risen Head.
They know by gracious Spirit. taught experience, that whilst Satan
b.rought in death by sin, Jesus, by His resurrection, brought in life by
rIghteousness. He took all power to Himself, thrust out Satan's rule
and reign, and rose triumphant., Lord and giver of life and immor·
tality j aud, "Beca11se He lives, 1ce shall lite also."
R.
THE LOVE OF GOD.
"The Lord halh nppeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I hnve loved thee
with an everlasting love: therefan with loving-kindness have I drawn thee."
-JEREMIAH xxxi. 3.
ARE not such words to the soul as music to the ear, dear reader,
rrjoicing the heart, and causing us to meditate awhile on the sweet
subject of flee grace and sovereign love 1 Yes, Jesus loved us long
before we loved Him. Yea, His love was so great, that He sought
out, and brought into His fold, His poor wandering sheep, and then
He could not let them rest till they also loved Him. And how can
we best show forth our love in return 1 Why, by believing what He
says j and, as all power belongs to Him, to go and ask Him to give
us faith, and that He will continually guide us, that we may not
grieve Him by thought, word, or deed, bearing in mind that"Love placed our souls in J eau's hand,
Who rescued us from hell;
By His unchanging love we stand,
And with Him hope to dwell.
'Twas love that brought us to His feet,
And melted the hard heart;
His love shall make our bliss complete,
And ne'er from us depal·t!"
Oh, who can fathom the lqve of God 7 It is stronger than death. It
enabled Him, the despised and rejected of men, to endure the cross,
not regarding the shame. For this love to sinners, "He gave His back
to the smilers, and His cheeks.Jio them that plucked off the hair." In
His humanity, He cried in bitter anguish, "If this cup pass not from
Me except I drink it, Thy will be done." Yes, He, the Sin-bearer,
truly went forth weeping, bearing precious seed, even the souls of all
the redeemed, who, "Though He was rich, yet for our sakes became
poor, that we through His poverty might be rich," even" heirs of God."
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But of what avail was all this humiliation, bloody sweat, and throes
of agony of the Divine Mediator, if we, each, individually, have no
interest in that death and passion 1 For salvation is a personal thing;
and if, dear reader, you have not realized in your inmost soul that
"He bore your sorrows, and carried your griefs," that "the chastise·
ment of your peace was upon Him, and that with His stripes you are
healed," what joy or peace can you have 1 Oh, rest not until you
realize this, He (Jesus) bore my load, my guilt. He who said, "All
whom My Father hath given Me have I kept"" j "My sheep shall
never perish, neiLher shall any man pluck them out of My haI1d," still
stands good. What an unspeakable blessing to be united to Christ.
As He said to His disciples before He suffered (see chapters xvi. and
xvii. of St. John), "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast
sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me," &c. Oh for
a deeper comprehension of that wondrous love! And none can enter
into the liberty and joy which such love produces but those who,
through the grace of God, have experienced it, for, "If the Son shall
make you free, you shall be free indeed." And when we know that
some have obtained this mercy, surely it ought to spur others on to
seek for such-like blessing, and, as the Prophet Isaiah says (in the
sixty-second chapter), "Give Him (Jehovah) no rest till He establish,"
&c., &c.
St. Matthew says, "Because iniquity shall abound the love of many
shall wax cold": which, perhaps, my reader may think irrelevant here,
but 1 want to say, sin is at the bottom of all our sorrow, and unbelief
keeps us from all blessings which God has in store for us.
David said, "Who can understand his errors 1 cleanse Thou me
from secret faults. Keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins j
let them not have dominion over me," &c. We all need to use the
same prayer. How often we have occasion to cry, ", Lift up the light
of Thy countenance upon me,' 0 Lord. Draw me closer to Thyself.
Quicken me by Thy Holy Spirit. Let the love of Jesus dwell in my
heart, that I may not sin, or grieve Thee by my coldness and
forgetfulness of Thy innumerable mercies."
It is our mercy to know that, if we really love God, we have the
witness in ourselves j for as St. John says, "We love Him because He
first loved us."
After our Lord had risen from the dead, He emphatically said to
Simon Peter, "Simon, son of J onas, lovest thou Me 1" three times.
And ,Peter so forcibly replied each time, "Yea, Lord, Thou knowest
that I love Thee." And then Jesus gave him that plain command,
"Feed My sheep," and, "Feed My lambs." For Jesus knew that only
those who love Him could testify of Him. Oh to be filled out of
His fulness in order to make known His great power as the "Good
Shepherd," who laid down His life for His ~eep! Oh that we might
be enabled, if only to one sheep, or one lamb, to obey our Lord's
command to Peter! How often has it been our lot to witness that an
llnlearned and humble individual has been the means of bringing one
here and another there into the fold of Christ; showing us how the
L~rd can work by ever such feeble instruments. "A word spoken in
. .
2 ~ 2

580

1he GosjJel Magazzlze.

season, how good is it"; the Holy Spirit can accompany it with
blessing.
St. Paul admonishes Timothy to be "instant in season, and out of
season, to reprove, rebuke, exhort," &c. Alas! we have arrived at a
time when" Many will not endure the truth." Nevertheless, let us,
"Who have heard the joyful sound," be ever ready to testify to the
faithfulness of Him who has said, " Ye are the light of the world." "Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
[which Christ worketh in us], and glorify your Father which is in
heaven." We can, many of us, recall the time when dear ones (now
in glory) spoke to us about our never-dying souls, and the Lord of
His 'mercy accompanied His own word "with power," so that we
heard the truth with gladness, and realized joy and peace in believing,
Let our prayer be, "Open Thou my lips, 0 Lord, that I may make
known Thy faithfulness."
In the day of the Prophet Jeremiah (see first chapter), how God
strengthened him for the work which He gave him to do! For poor
Jeremiah trembled at the thought of being sent to the nations to reprove
them for their sins, &c., and he said, "Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot
speak: for I am a child." But the L'lrd said unto him, "Say not, I am
a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever
I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am
with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord.
Now there was love to
His servant Jeremiah, and love for poor wretched, unworthy sinners.
And for about forty years Jeremiah declared, often with tears and
lamentation, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the captivity of the
people for their idolatry, covetousness, subtlety, cruelty, rebellion, and
contempt of God's word. Truly, he also lived in troublesome times,
and had to suft'er many afflictions, even from his own countrymen.
Now, should not this history of one so belove.i of God encourage
ministers, and all who stand up for the truth, to persevere in welldoing 1 And, again, let us look to what God said to Joshua, when He
sent him to be the governor of the children of Israel, "Be strong,
and of a good courage," &c. How a word from the Lord strengthens
us poor feeble ones. As St. ·Paul said, "I can do all things through
Christ strengthening me."
And in so many parts of God's Word we see that by our own
strength we can never succeed. May we then ever bear in mind that
. " In the Lord J ehovah is everlasting strength." He says in Isaiah ,xliii.,
"There is none that can deliver out of My hand: I will work, and
who shall let it 1" And have not we often to cry with David, "It is
. time for Thee, Lord, to work, for they have made void Thy law" ~
Yet let us not forget that, "Greater is He that is for us than he that
is against us," We will conclude with the sweet text we quoted at
the beginning, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore
with loving-kindness haye I'drawn thee,"
"God with earthly cares entwineth
Hope and comfort from above.
Everywhere His glory shineth;
God is wisdom., God is love!"

Cockfield.

C. B.
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BRIEF NOTES ON THE PSALMS OF DAVID.-PSALM Ill.
THERE is in tbis third Psalm what some commentators have called a
"sequencp," or series of five steps, in a firm trust and reliance on God in
the time of trouble. The Psalm is called, "A Psalm of David when
he fled from Absalom his son." David's life had been a sad and
chequered one; many sorrows had overtaken him, but perhaps tbe
deepest he ever experienced was 0n the day that the news of his son's
rebellion was brought to him, and he had to fly from Jerusalem, with
a few friends (2 Sam. xv.), and seek a I,lace of secUI'ity as best he
could. It is an old sa;ying that" troubles never come alone," and so
this poor king found it. Sorrow followed sorrow like the waves of
the sea. First, his old and valued friend and counsellor, Ahithophel, had
deserted him and gone over to the enemy; then bis ministers and
nobles left him, and even Mephibosheth, the son of his once-beloved
Jonathan had (as he was told) gone too. And, to add to bis weight
of sorrow, Shimei, a relative of the late king, came forward and
insulted him to his face j and then, at that juncture, David pens the
sad words, "Lord, how are they increased tbat trouble me! Many are
they that rise against me." He gives no detaik, you see. Perhaps
his heart was too much torn, too broken for that; he can only cry out
the fact of his sad complaint, "My enemies are increased, 0 Lord."
How many of the Lord's children have to make a similar complaint.
David had his deep sorrow, and we have ours j he had his cross, and
we have our cross, for "Man is born to trouble [born to it] as
surely as the sparks fly upward." Sorrow is our heritage, our lot, and
we must surely have it, if we are the Lord's. "In tbe world ye shall
have tribulation, but be of good cheer," &c.; "Through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom." But pavid had something more
to say about his trouble. In the second verse, "Many there be which
say of [or to] my soul, There is no help for him in God." " To my
soul "-their cruel words penetrated to his most inward being. Of all
the temptations of the devil, I believe that is the most fearful and
maddening-to doubt God's help! "God won't hear me nor help me.
I am so bad, so vile. I have so utterly gone from Him in a downward direction, that I clare not look up to Him any more. God has
given me up." Oh, it is an awful state of things in a man's soul who
is anxious about his eternal state, when he is brought to that condition, and the enemy suggests, "There is no help for him in God."
The blessed Lord Himself realized it, when He was on the cross as
His people's Substitute: "My God, rpy God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me 1" That was, perhaps, the darkest moment in all His suffering~,
and David's foes, led on by Satan, try to suggest the same fearful
thing. Pfrhaps it was Shimei, who came forward to curse him. " Now,
king David, remembe1' your past profligate life and conduct- Y01t1' terrible
sin in regard to Bathsheba and U1'iah. Don't think God will hrlp Y01t.
He will not." But you will observe, David puts there the word "Selah,"
the meaning of which was, "Stop a moment; pause here; think on what
these bitter enemies are saying, There's no help for ymt in God." Is it
.really so ~ Will He forsake me 1
A;d now, what does David do in that moment of deep, dire soul
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trouble 1 He looks up; and faith gets the victory-it always does. "This
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." David says,
" Your reproach is untrue. God will never desert me." "I cried [literally,
I cry, or rather, call aloud] unto the Lord with my voice, and He beard
me out of His holy hill." That was stop the second, and there is
then another Selah-another pause-to think it all over; and again
faith triumphs. "Do you tell me there's no help for me in God 1 it is
untrue. I have cried aloud to the Lord, and He has heard me from
His holy hill."
And now we come to the third step in the sequence I have
spoken of, that is, rest-sleep. "I laid me down and slept." Why 1
Because now there is peace within. Usually people cannot sleep when
they are involved in very deep trouble. I have heard it said, "Ah!
I never slept a wink all night. I was in too much sorrow and worry
for that. I could only roll about in my bed and groan." But here the
trouble was gone, when David could sing (third verse), "Thou, 0 Lord,
art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of my head." "The
L'lrd heard me out of His holy hill." Then he could sleep in peace:
"I laid me down and slept." There was no more agitation and distress
of mind, for faith now was triumphant. St. Peter could sleep in the
prison, though he was lying in a filthy dungeon, bound with chains to
two soldiers, and was expecting martyrdom on the morrow. "Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because
he trusteth in Thee." A trusting heart can always rest. So with
David, with the rest of soul came rest of body: "I laid me down and
slept; I a.waked; for the Lord s~i,Stained me." That was the secret of it.
And this brings us to the fourth step. Thus strengthenea and
refreshed, he arose a new man, "like a giant refreshed with wine"; and
his first exclamation is, "I will not be afraid of ten thousands of
people that have set themselves against me round about." I am ready
to meet them all; my fears are all gone. I shall be more than a
conqueror now, through Him who loved me. Let my enemies advance
if they will, they shall be "driven backward that wish me evil." There
is the triumph of faith, the refuge that we have in the Lord; and oh,
when trouble comes, may we, like David, put a "8elah," and pause
and think: I have an all-sufficient refuge in God. He is " my shield,
.and the lifter up of my head." "The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear 1 the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom
shall I be afraid?"
In the last verse we come to the fifth step in this Spirit-taught
experience of David. He says, "Salvation belongeth unto the Lord."
The Psalm would have been incomplete without that: all the glory in
our salvation belongs to a covenant-keeping God, and if, like David,
we can tell of past deliverances, like him we shall ascribe all the praise
to Jehovah alone.
St. James', Ryde.
W. H. R.
A CHRISTIAN shall be here as long as he hath any work to do for
Christ, or as long as Christ hath any work to accomplish in him:
Christ will fit him for Himself, and then take him to Himself.
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OF A REDEEMED AND NOW
GLORIFIED ONE.
THE annexed was forwarded to the late Editor, from the pen of the
late Mrs. HIBBARD, daughter of the late Rev. JOHN POYNDER, of
whom Dr. DOUDNEY writes as follows:"JOHN POYNDER was a contributor to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE before
it came into my hands, and who used to write under the signatures,
, A Stripling,' and' Orispin.' Few men had a deeper insight into human
nature than he, nor did any more clearly define the condition of the
so-called religious world. Had he lived to see the present state, we are
quite at a loss to imagine the terms in which dear old' Orispin'
would express himself. His daughter, the writer of the following
pieces, wrote, many years ago, some of the sweetest poetic pieces to
be found in its pages. In the latter years of her life, it pleased God·
to afflict her with the dread malady of cancer, but as will be seen in .
what she penned, a~ contained in the brief pieces which will follow
this introduction, her mind was wonderfully sustained, and her delight
was to speak well of her Lord. None would more heartily testify
,than she to the fact that 'He hath done all things well.'''
0<
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There is none like unto the God of Jeshtt1'un, who rideth upon the heaven
in thy help."-DEUTERONOMY xxxiii. 26.
Blessed truth! Let it echo, that pilgrims may know,
That whatever their lot and wherever they go,
In the darkest of seasons they need not despair,
The God of J eshurun will make them His care.
And when death lays his cold chilling hand on their heart,
And they feel that from all things around they must part,
They may smile at the tyrant, his sceptre defy;
The God of J eshurun is riding on high.

So wrote the late beloved E. M, L. HIBBARD, ere many steps of her
heavenward pilgrimage had been trodden. Succeeding years, each one
chequered by divinely-appointed cares and sorrows, confirmed and
strengthened this precious grace of faith. She rejoiced in the Lord
Jesus as her King and all-atoning Priest, and loved to speak well of
His name.
In the few extracts, gathered from letters written often when "discouraged because of the way," an unfailing testimony is given to the
loving-kindness which chastened for profit and corrected with judgment.
By them she "yet speaketh."
Lockwood, November 20th, 1843.
Peace be with you, dear friend and sister greatly beloved, and may
the God of peace sweetly reveal Himself as your Father in covenant
relationship, and the Prince of peace be felt precious unto you by the
same blessed bond, in His character of Elder Brother; and, amid all
the tumults of this ever-changing world, may the Spirit of peace brood
over your soul and give you to enjoy the calming influence of His
holy anointings. These will bear you up, though all around may be
depr~ssing.
Do not think that these great mercies are too high for
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such an unworthy creature as you feel yourself to be, for it is only ta.
such as you that they are precious; the unthinking world values them
not, preferring the empty bauble of some earthly treasure, and thedelusive vanity of creature applause, to this abiding portion. And who
has made us to differ 7 And why are we made to feel those things
unsatisfying which to others are all they desire 7 Surely because wewere predestinated to the adoption of children by Jesus. "Chosen in
Rim before the foundation of the world." And you know, if we are
children, then heirs. Yes, heirs indi~putably to those vast blessing"
of which I have spoken.
Perhaps there may be something in the enclosed scrap that may
suit you. I felt the sweetness of the rassage one day when reading it,
particularly the full confession made by the poor woman. It sa}s, she
May we be blessed with the same
told Him "all the truth."
privilege, we shall never find so patient a listener in anyone eIsf'.
I have tried and failed, so that the last line but one was workell
into me before I wrote it; and the last of all I am obliged to consent
to, for I believe we should seldom go to Jesus if we had not soml}
tale~o tell Him.
MARK

v. 33.

Trembler, take courage, venture fortb, see here tby sister one;
Fear not t,o press as she hath pressed, and do as she hath done;
Jesus the Healer still is nigb, the same sweet name He bears,
And still a garment touchable He mercifully wears.
Heed not the intervening crowd, whatever it may be,
There's a peculiar one for each, a fitting one for thee;
Think most of Him thou followest, tbine eye be on Him too,
The thronging trouble shall give way, thou shalt have passage through ;.
Then comes the touch, the look, the word, no frowning to repel,
And thou may'st tell Him" all the truth "-He knoweth thee Tight well.
Deem not thy every-day concerns too trifling for His ear;
If falling sparrows are observed, tben what hast thou to fear?
Oh, Friend excelling all the rest, a Brothel' born to be!
'Tie wisely planned that errand griefs should bring us unto Thee.
Yours in Christian love,

E. M. L. P.
Locku;ood, March 2nd, 1848.

_ My DEAR SIST)!:R in that precious bond so sweetly cemented in the21st verse of John xvii.,-How are you moving along through thll
wilderness 7 something like those mentioned in the 29th verse of
2 Samuel xvii. 7 ';Vell, never mind, it is better to be a sojourner
than a citizen in a country that will shortly be dissolved. Your
very wonderings seemed to say as I read them, "A new creature.'"
And this creature came to my mind, "A garden enclosed is My sister,
My spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed." You remember that
it is the language of Christ to His Church, but every figure made use
of ~eemed to condemn me; for if I am "a garden enclosed," where is
the fence that should part me from the world 7 I must confess that
now and then I meet with a kindred spirit, even amidst its noise, that
detains me for a time on forbidden ground. And if I am "a spring
shut up," how is it that I find so frequently other springs interming-

The Gospel }VIagazine.
ling with this living water ~ And if I am "a fountain sealed," why
are there so many outlets, over which I have no control, that carry in
their course thoughts, wishes, and affections which should be otherwise
concentred? Oh, I am a mystery to myself, and am often brought
to this conclusion, that, if a spark of divine grace be indeed implanted,
it never surely lived in such a mass of rubbish. Farewell, dear friendI have enjoyed this little bit of communion with you j and praying that
every needed mercy may be given as needed,
I am, yours in Christian love,

E. M. L. P.
These words are uppermost in my mind, "That Thou givest them they
gather." There is a fulness in. them j may the Great Teacher open them
to you j and if you and I are favoured with this blessed giving and gathering, we shall be well ~upplied through this year and every other that is
allotted to us, only let us not expect the gathering to be all of 01tr kind;
there may be some sorrowful givings, yet "all is well."
"That Thou givest them they
gather; "
Not alone the sheep and kine,
For the giving and the gathering,
Oome peculiarly to Thine.

"That Thou givest them they
gather; "
Refuge when the thunders roll ;
Bliss to hear amid the tumult,
" I am thy salvation, soul."

"That Thou givest them they
gather,"
Loss and cross and withered
gourd;
Sad the grief, but sweet the breathing,
" This is also from the Lord."

"That Thou givest them they
gather,"
Just the strength the day shall
need;
Thou wilt mana.ge all things for
them,
And with food convenient feed.

"That Thou givest them they
gather,"
Weary weakness, wearing pain;
Trying to the flesh, but given
For Thy glory and their gain.

"That Thou givest them they
gather,"
And no more, whate'er they crave;.
" Lord of all " Thou art, and therefore,
What is fitting they shall have.

"That Thou givest them they
gather,".
And Thy gift makes all things
sweet,
Be it draughts from bitter Marah,
Be it thorns for bleeding feet.

"That Thou givest them they
gather; "
Gleams of light upon Thy Word,
Soul-refreshing when Thy Spirit,
Speaking to the heart, is heard.

" That Thou givest them they gather,"
For the soul and body, too;
Both are ransomed, and the desert,
Oovenant love will bring them through.

H1tddeTsfield, JamtaTY 21st, 1850.
DEAR STRICKEN FRIEND AND MOURNER,-Your messenger of sad
tidings reached me this morning, and. though I believe that deep
sympathy is but little known which is meant by the words, "If. one
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member suffer, all the members suffer with him," yet I can in
reality say, "The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble.", Death is
generally a disturber of earthly arrangements, and in such cases his
desolation seems doubly distressing; indeed, if we did not know that
he only acts by commission, it would be painfully opposed to our
rebellious wills; but, as it is, we have to say, "It is the Lord." I
trust you will often be led to look at the things which are "not
seen," and while you are enabled to look at them, these "light afflictions" will appear-as they really are-merely the incidents belonging
to the journey, and in no way affecting the undying comforts of the
home, I always hesitate when consoling, or attempting to console, a
mourner, lest it should be felt an easy thing to give advice out of a
happy heart; but I know that if ever I am brought into similar
trials, this will have to be my remedy. May the Great Physician
apply i~ to you, and then it will prove a heal-all. Believe me that
my heart is with you in this trying hour. Truly it is a cloudy dispensation, but remember, my sister, there is brightness behind the
cloud; and Job speaks of the "balancing of the clouds," and surely,
if the floating vapours of this lower sky are so well regulated, the
Almighty God will not be less careful in adjusting those gloomy
circumstances which often envelop his pilgrim family on their journey.
But I feel as I am writing, that one word from the "tongue of the
learned," that speaks to them that are weary, will be worth ten
thousand of mine, and to Him I commend you in real feeling, and
with petitions which He knoweth I would be sincere in uttering, that,
as "afflictions abound, the consolations may much rM1'e abound." Believe that my dear husband mingles his sympathy with mine, and will
be equally glad to afford, if possible, to your wounded spirit the
relief of kindred kindness for Christ's sake (as He said), "Because
ye belong to Me." Oh, safe belonging! This is a safe insurance
against all calamities, a life-boat for every wreck of "things present."
The Lord be with you and fellow-mourners.
Yours affectionately,
E. M. L. HIBBARD.
(To be continued.)

"BLESSED are the pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matt. v. 8),
and, "Wit\:1out holiness no man shall see God" (Heb. xii. 14). No gifts,
no duties, no natural endowments, will evidence a right in heaven;
but the least measure of true holiness is a sure pledge of heaven.
As holiness is the soul's best evidence for heaven, so it is a continued
spring of comfort to it in the way thither. The purest and the
sweetest pleasures of this world are the results of holiness. Till we
live in holy fear, we never live comfortably. Heaven is epitomized
in holiness. And, to say no more, it is the peculiar mark by which
God hath visibly distinguished His own from other men. "The Lord
hath set apart him that is godly for Himself" (Psalm iv. 3). As if He
had said, This is the man in whom I have put My fear, and to whom
I intend to be good for ever: this is the man for Me. 0 holiness,
how glorious art thou!
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PASTORAL NOTES.
SYSTEMATIC GIVnW.

a good thing it would be if systematic glVlng were generally
adopted. It is strictly in accordance with Scriptural teaching. The
Jews were commanded regularly to give two-tenths, or even more, of
their income to the Lord; that is to say, to His service and to the
poor. In Leviticus xxvii. 30·32, there is mentioned one tithe, or tenth
part of the produce of the land, the herds, and the flocks, which was to
be paid to the Levites, who, again, paid a tenth of all that they received
to the priests. Then, in Deuteronomy xiv. 22-29, there is mentioned
a second tithp, namply, that of the corn, wine, and oil j this was not for
the maintenance of the Lwites and priests, but was to be taken to the
sanctuary, and expended there in providing sacrificial meals, for the
promotion of brotherly love and religious feeling. This was for two
years out of three. Every third year the whole of the second tithe
of the year's produce was to be set apart, not to be brought to the
sanctuary and to he eaten before the Lord, but to be distributed as a
portion at home for the Levite, the stranger, the widow, and the
fatherless. This was not an additional tithe, but the former tithe
differently applied. Each man was to act as his own assessor with
regard to these tithes, and to separate at harvest-time God's share.
Everything was arranged to suit his convenience. He might bring his
tithe to the temple in kind or in coin. The Lord J ehovah proved
Himself to be not a taskmaster, but a considerate and gracious King.
In addition to these tithes, the people of Israel were c')mmanded to
make an offering of first fruits, taking of the first of all the fruit of
the ground, putting it into a basket, and presenting it before the Lord.
These tithes and offerings were to be faithfully and punctually set
aside as a first charge upon a J ew's income.
Surely, here a lesson is taught us as to the duty of liberal, systematic, and conscientious giving for religious and charitable purposes.
In subsequent Jewish history, neglect of this was always associated
with spiritual and tllmporal decay, and resumption of it with spiritual
and temporal restoration. When Hezekiah, for example, instituted
his great reformation, he insisted upon tithe-paying being restored;
and the people were busy about it for four whole months. The
result was that God specially blessed them. The priests who served
in God's house said to Hezekiah, "Since the people began to bring
the offerings, we have had enough to eat, and have left plenty j
for the Lord hath blessed His people, and that which is left is this
great store." The Lord said, as mentioned in Malachi iii. 10, "Bring
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine
house, and prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing
that there shall not be room enough to receive it." Similarly there
is the injunction in Proverbs iii. 9, 10, "Honour the Lord with thy
substance, and with the fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine."
Then, again, in the New Testament, we find it is enjoined, "Sell that
WHAT
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ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves with bags which wax not
old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no tbief
approacheth, neither moth corrupteth" (Luke xii. 33). "Upon the
first day of the week let everyone of you lay by him in storf', as
. God hath prospered him, that there' be no gatherings when I come It
([ Oor. xvi. 2).
This is systematic giving, a distinct laying aside of a certain portion
of one's income to the Lord's service, and having it ready when
required; the exact amount of the portion being left to each individual,
under the Gospel, to assess for himself,
It would probably make an immense difference if this excellent plan
were generally adopted; we should not have so much begging from the
pulpit, or so many pressing appeals from societies and institutions which
are in serious need, and crippled in their work, through lack of funds;
and there would be manifested more frequently joy in giving-giving to
Him and to His cause, who has given so much to us.
J' The Lord loveth a cheerful giver," and systematic giving must be a
help to cheerful giving. If a certain portion of our income be regularly
laid aside, and regarded as not ours, but the Lord's, there need not then
be, as it were, a second giving, or a question arising, when we are appealed
to for some good object, as to whether we can afford to contribute to it
or not; but merely the consideration d a wise distribution of what has
alreadv been dedicated to the Lord.
The"re is an enormous difference both in the manner of giving and in
the amount given by different persons: some give so willingly and cheerfully, that it seems almost a pleasure to ask them to give, and a
pleasure to them to give; others give so reluctantly and sorrowfully,
that it is certainly a most unpleasant task to ask them for anything,
and it is evidently a most unpleasant task to them to be obliged to give
anything. Some give in the most liberal proportion to their means, and
some in the most niggardly.
I hearu a most earnest appeal made upon one occasion for some
charitable object, and thought that there could be no doubt as to there
being a liberal response. I observed a wealthy man sitting in a prominent position, and one of the collecting plates was handed first to
him. It was an open plate, so that the pe~'son who sat next to him
could easily see what contribution he gave; and that person told me
that the contribution which he gave was one penny! That man was a
bachelor, with very few claims upon him, and he was known to be
worth at least £100,000; and yet the whole of his response to that
pressing appeal for a most deserving object was one penny! Perhaps
he had forgotten his purse, and perhaps he was not aware that there
was to be a collection on that occasion; but then, if so, why did he
not send something afterwards 1 A five-pound note, or a cheque for
several times that amount would have been very little to him.
Oongregations sometimes probably little know how their collections
are made up; they pride themselves, or they console themselves, upon
doing their duty in reference to them, but they are probably seldom
aware of how much of that duty is performed by a few, and how
much is left unperformed by the many. Being in one of the back
pews of a fashionably attended church some little time ago, I was
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struck with the manner in which an alms-bag was receivel, as it was
handed round from pew to pew. An excellent sermon had been
preached, and an earnest appeal had been made for a most worthy
object, but how many well-dressed ladies and gentlemen merely bowed
to the alms-bag, when it came to them, as if it had been an old acquaintance! but paid no further attention to it.
A professional man told me lately that he never gave a farthing to a
collection when his minister preached" a long sermon" before it j if his
minister preached a short sermon, he gave something-he did not say
how much. Apparently, his contributions are always regulated, not by
the excellence of the cause, or the need of the cause, or the earnestness
of the appeal made, but solely according to the time occupied by the
preacher.
Oh, the niggardliness of some persons, and their unwillingness to
give! They seem altogether to forget the dear Master's words, "It
is more blessed to give than to receive"; or they never enter into the
spirit of them. You c:tll upon them, and they receive you, perhaps, in
the most cordial way; they appear really glad to see you, and enter
heartily into conversation upon some other subjects; but when you
broach the object of your visit, and say that you are "come to beg"
-oh dear, what a change takes place! You are evidently ll0 longer a
welcome visitor, you are a most unwelcome one; and your appeal is met
-no matter how urgent the cause may be-with all sorts of excuses
and pleas of inability to give. You see around you costly furniture,
and some recent additions to it j you know perhaps that a new conservatory has just been built, or another carriage purchased, and that
hundreds of pounds have been expended in some such ways; but a
mere pittance can only be spared for the Lord's work, and that very
reluctantly; or perhaps nothing can Le spared at all.
Then, on the other hand, how generous some persons are! I well
remember, in the very early days of my ministry, calling upon a dear
Christian woman, living in only a small house, and in a humble way,
and asking her for her annual subscription to one of our great societies.
" My annual subscription," she exclaimed, "oh, yes; I am so glad that
you called for it j it's all ready, I always keep it ready," and she
went quickly upstairs, and brought it down, and gave it to me with a
bright smile, as if it was the greatest pleasure in life to give it. She
adopted the plan, if I mistake not, of systematic giving.
So in the case of another most generous-hearted parishioner j can I
ever forget the kindly manner in which she received me when I laid
before her some pressing case or needy object? How attentively she
listened to the details, and then asked, " How much do you think I ought
to give ~ " If I mentioned in reply a moderate sum, a cheque was
speedily forthcoming for that amount; or if I ventured to be rather
presuming, and mentioned, perhaps, too high a sum, she simply laughed,
and said, in the pleasantest way, "I do not quite think that I can give so
much as that, but if such and such a sum will do (mentioning a noble
amount), I will gladly give it."
Another dear generous friend always responded most liberally when I
appealed to him; but, one day, meeting him after sending him a begging
. letter, he said, "I have had some heavy losses lately." "Then you will
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not be able to help upon this or.casion ~ " I said.
" Not help ~" he
replied. "Oh, yes, I'll help; I was only thinking that perhaps I had
not given enough to the Lord's work lately, and that He has been reminding me that I am a steward of His property, and ought to give more. I
must give more." And he did.
How generous sometimes the poor are in proportion to their means. I
was struck lately with the case of a poor girl.
Her father is only a
labouring man, and his work is by no means constant; sometimes he is
out of work for weeks together, and his family are then very badly off.
A missionary meeting was held in our school-house, and, at the close, she
came forward, amongst others, and asked for a collecting-box.
Her
father's circumstances being known, some hesitation was felt in giving it
to her, and she was asked what she would do with it, or how she could
expect to put any money into it. "Oh," she said, "I think that I shall
be able to put something into it. You see, I clean people's doorsteps for
them now and then, and they give me a penny for doing it; and I shall
put those pennies into the missionary-box." Poor girl, it was all that
she could do; but was it not a self-denying offering ~
" There is that scatteretb, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul
shall be made fat; and he that watereth shall be watered also himself."
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

£itrmons anh j:.otes .of £iennons.
SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS
DELIVERED AT LOVEDEAN, HANTS, ~fAY 1ST,

1892.

" And He led them jOTth b!J the Tight way, that they might go to a city rJj
habitation."-PsALM cvii. 7.
THE theme of this Psalm is the goodness of God, as illustrated in His
dealings with the children of Israel, and not only with them, but with
all sorts and conditions of men. For instance, David speaks of His
goodness to the poor, the afflicted, prisoner and captive, and mariner"They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in deep
waters." "The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over
all His works." Whether saints or sinnel's, we are each monuments of
His goodness.
Now, we have very many proofs of the goodness of God in the
world around us, but none, I tbink, so great as this, in His goodness,
love, and patience to man, notwithstanding his rebellion and wickedness.
We love others because they love us, and if we are good to others, it
is because they merit our kindness; but, "Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10),
Our text is another illustration of the goodness of God in leading
His people Israel through the wilderness to the land of Canaan. Now,
as each child of God this evening reviews the past, and remembers
the way the Lord had led them through the wilderness, shall we not
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confe"s that goodness and mercy has followed me all the days of my
life 1-those twin guardian angels which attend every saint-" goodness"
to supply all our need, and "mercy I' to blot out all our sins.
Let us notice1. The leading of His people; and,
2. His gracious purpose or design in reference thereto.
Note where He led them from: He led them forth from Egypt.
He found them in a sad condition; slaves under the cruel yoke of
Pharaoh; crushed under the heel of their taskmasters. And how
marvellous and miraculous their deliverance, and how glad they were!
bow they sallg and danced for joy at their changod experience! Now,
if we are God's childreD, we know something of this experience.
Slaves unto sin and Satan, evil habits, carnal desires, until the Captain
of our salvation came and knocked off our fetters, and opened the
prison doors. Then did we rejoice; "0 Lord my God," I will praise
Thee. Now let us clearly understand that we are not under the
guidance of J ehovah, unless we have been led from the paths of sin
to the paths of grace.
Note how the Lord led His people1. He led them like a flock-beautiful and striking figure of David's,
suggestive, we think, of the Church of Christ, or a community of
Christians. Some Christians think they can get on very well without joining a Church; they may, but there is not the shadow of
a doubt they would make infinitely more progress by identifying
themselves with the people of God, for many reasons-communion
and fellowship with His people, the principal, but others might be
named.
2. He led them by human instrumentality, by the hands of Moses
and Aaron; and He graciously employs human instruments in leading
His people still-by His ministers and teacher~, who point out the
way of salvation, and also by good and holy saints, who are ensamples
to the flock of Christ.
3. But He also led them by the pillar of fire and cloud. These were
symbols of the Divine presence. The children of Israel could never
mistake the way whilst they had this marvellous token of His presence.
And, brethren, are not we just as clearly and divinely led 1 We have His
blessed Word, "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto
my path" (Psalm cxix. 105). All the way is clearly mapped out.
Commands, precepts, warnings, promises, He has given us for our instruction and guidance therein.
We have also His Holy Spirit: "I will instruct thee and teach thee
in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye"
(Psalm xxxii. 8). "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God " (Rom. viii. 14). Not only our Instructor but
Comforter.
"By his unerring Spirit led,
We shall not in the desert stray."
Note, again, where He led them-through the wilderness-a way of
discipline, necessary for training of good soldiers, child, athlete, profession of any kind in the world, and equally necessary for a Christian.
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We must never forget, this life is a training ground for eternity.
"Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ"
(2 Tim. ii. 3). It was also a way of trial. Many and varied were
the trials of His people. "Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in
them." And God's people find that religion does not exempt them
from trial. "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world" (John xvi. 33). They arise from
various sources-business trials, family, bodily affiiction, bereavement,
sorrow, soul-trouble. They are part of the wilderness discipline. All
€xperience them, and there are two ways of dealing with them. The
-one is, to fret and chafe under them, and the other is, to cast them
upon Him who has said, "Casting all your care upon Him: for He
careth fur you" (1 Peter v. 7). It was a way beset with dangers to the
children of Israel. They had innumerable enemies surrounding them,
seeking to slay them. They were subject to plague, pestilence, and famine j idolatry-lusts of the flesh-un belief. "They mingled among the
heathen, and learned their works." And, brethren, is not the saint's path
beset with innumerable dangers to-day 1 We may not have the same
enemies as they, but they are as numerous, subtle, powerful, and malicious.
We m'ly not be tempted to fall down and worship a golden calf in Horeb,
nevertheles$, is there no danger of our making an idol of gold, substance, business, creature, self 1 Anything is an idol which draws our
souls from God. Did they mingle among the heathen, and learn their
works 1 and are not we equally in danger, whilst in the world, of
following its customs and catching its spirit 7
Note, He led them by the right way, notwithstanding it was a
way of trial and discipline, yet it was the right way. How crooked,
It is sometimes (yea, often) difficult for the child of
and yet right.
God to believe that God's way is always right, and, like David, his
faith fails, and he cries, "I shall now perish one day by the hand of
Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape
into the land of the Pb.ilistines j and Saul shall despair of me, to seek
me any more in any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand"
(1 Sarn. xxvii. 1). Verily," Hath God forgotten to be gracious 1 hath
He in anger shut up His tender mercies 7 " (P6alm lxxvii. 9.) Yet notwithstanding the perplexity of the way, it is right, because the saint is
led by Infinite Wisdom and Love. Ah! we often say, glibly, "He is
teo wise to err, and too good to be unkind," but do we believe this 1
Can we say with Job, in the darkest moment of our trial, "The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away j blessed be the name of the
Lord" 7 (Job i. 21.)
.
Secondly. Note God's gracious design in thus leading His people,
"That they might go to a city of habitation" (Psalm cvii. 7). What
a contrast between the wilderness life and city life! In the wilderness
they were ofGen footsore and weary, had no certain dwelling place,
living in tents (frail tabernacles these); now they rest, plant vineyards,
and dwell in peace.
In the wilderness, food is not only scarce but coarse, and often faminestricken; now the land of Goshen is theirs, where they shall eat food
without scarceness, whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills they
may dig brass.
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"A land of corn and wine and oil,
Favoured with God's peculiar smile,
With every blessing blest."
In the wilderness there are but few attractions for the eye, ear,
senses, whilst city life abounds with them-art, science, music, literature,
society, gorgeous temples, and palaces. In a word, no imagery or language can possibly describe the vast change between the experience of
the children of Israel in their wilderness life and their dwelling in
Canaan.
And, brethren, will not the contrast be equally great to all God's
saints? Although our life here may not be strictly compared to the
wilderness life of the children of Israel (for there is much beauty and
joy all around us), yet there is much also to sadden and perplex, for
here sin and holiness mix together, and light and darkness.
Some will go from this house of prayer to Christless homes, others to
homes of comparative poverty, perhaps; others to homes of pain and
sickness, and where sorrow broods its dark wings. But presently, up
there, all these t,hings shall be unknown. "For there shall be no more
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away." Oh, what a change from earth to heaven!
" Oh, change! ob, wondrous cbange !
Burst are the prison bars;
This moment there so low,
In mortal pain, and nowBeyond the stars.
" Oh, change! stupendous change!
Here lies the senseless clod;
The soul from bondage breaks,
The new immortal wakesAwakes with God."

"

MORE REMINISOENOES OF THE LATE DR. DOUDNEY.
A RAINY DAY.
How well labourers in the Lord's vineyard know what it is to hope
for a fine sunshiny day for a Sunday-school treat and outing. The longanticipated day arrives, when, alas! hopes are disappointed. Clouds
have gathered, gloom prevails, waterproofs and umbrellas are in
requisition, and there seems every probability of a downpour. Such
was the case as we watched, on one occasion, from our windows overlooking Southsea Common. Stragglers would appear making for a
sight of the sea. They came on thicker and thicker, till we found it
quite evident such formed a part of a church group, who were out
Ior their anniversary treat. At last, fairly beaten by the drenching
rain, one after another beat a retreat, and we lost sight of them.
Well, we thought we would venture round to the dear Doctor's, hard
by. We did so, an~ found him with overcoat on and hat in haud,
and with a huge parcel under his arm. After greeting us, he said, "I have
been watching those poor drenched people, and have just heard that they
have arranged to gather in a large room near the station. It is a large
church school; they have come from a long distance by train, and I am
2 T
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taking six or seven hundred of my books down to them, to give each
one." "But," I said, "you can scarcely go in such a drenching rain
as this." I. shall never forget his sweet smile; it seemed to convey to
one's thoughts, "I am not one to be daunted by a shower of rain."
And so down he went to the room mentioned. Seeking out the
clergyman, he asked permission to give each of his large group one of
his little books; which being granted, he cheerfully went to work,
dropping a word here, and another there, in his own telling way.
Who can recount the result 1 His name and address being in the
books, he told me afterwards that several had written to him, to tell
him of the joy they experienced by his presence, and the profit they
had derived from reading his books.
HIS PREACHING.
The last time I heard our beloved friend preach was on a Sabbath
eve, at Mr. Aldwell's Church, at Landport. We went together in a
carriage, and he seemed in a sweet and heavenly frame of mind.
Upon returning I remarked to him, "Now I can understand why the
doctors forbid you preaching, and forbode that if you do so, you are
likely to die in the pulpit." He inquired, "Why 1" I replied, "You
have preached this evening with such vehement desire and with such
uplifted hands, that I thought you seemed at one time as if you were
rloing to leap from the pulpit into heaven." He responded, "It was so.
I was lost to everything around, and it seemed as if the body could
not keep down the spirit."
"WIST YE NOT THAT I MUST BE ABOUT My FATHER'S BUSINESS?"
We call to remembrance an incident which further proves the character
of the dear departed one. We were in vited on one occasion to a friend's
house to meet the Doctor, and it was arranged that after tea a meeting
should be held, for the purpose of prayer and mutual meditation upon
God's Word, at which the Doctor was to be requested to preside.
Tea finished, time went on, but no Dr. DOUDNEY appeared on the
scene. It was proposed that the meeting be commenced, and the unworthy writer was asked to take the lead. Time still went on, the
meeting was ended, still no Dr. DOUDNEY put in an appearance. At
last, just before supper was announced, in walked the dear man of
God, with beaming face, and immediately began to tell us how, in a
most unlooked-for and remarkable way, he had met some friend he
had not seen for years, and who, as they parted, said, "I wish you
could find time to step into a poor sick man's home, I am sure you
would do him good." The address given, our dear brother bent his
steps at once to the sick man's house, found him to be a true Christian
man, a marvellous trophy of God's grace, and for two hours he sat
by his bedside, drawing him out in spiritual experience and testimony;
and then afterwards, as he appeared in our midst, giving us most
precious and blessed details of this man's life. How could we be angry
with him for the disappointment we had endured for his non-appearance ~
All seemed to feel that the. dear man wa~ but drinking into the saying
of his dear Master to His earthly parents who sought Him so anxiously,
"Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business 1"
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Southampton Harbour, Wednesday, 12th July.-On board the steamboat PriMe Leopold. Ah! how I miss the dear Doctor. In every
movement a feeling of isolation has kept me quiet and thoughtful.
I spoke to the captain of the one whose face and form were so familiar,
and he manifested great tenderness in responding to my remarks about
the absent one. What a gap death makes, a gap He only can fill who
is the object of our supreme veneration and love. I am sitting in the
same cabin I was wont to do with the dear Doctor, when the passengers
bad gone ashore at Southampton, but he is not in that further corner,
book and pencil in hand. Here it is heavy and dark, and threatens
a storm, but be is enjoying the calm serenity of heaven.
I have throughout the trip done as he used to do. At the luncheon
table I said to the waiter, "Do you remember my dear friend, Dr.
DOUDNEY 1" He replied, with warmth, "Indeed I do, sir, and we
were remarking together how much you reminded us of him."
" WAYSIDE NOTEs" WRITER.

~riumpgs

.of

~rn!t @bu ~tlttg.

ANOTHER STANDARD-BEARER FALLEN.
THE English Churchman says :It is with deep regret that we I'ecord the death of our friend Mr.
THOMA.S SMELT, of Manchester. He had been ailing for a considerable time, and his death was not unexpected. Mr. SMELT was one
of the most warm-hearted friends of the Protestant cause. For many
years he laboured zealously with voice and pen to resist the progress of
Popery and Ritualism; and in private life was a most earnest and
devoted Ohristian. He was a member of the Council of the Church
Association for many years, and frequently read papers at its Confprences
throughout the country. We can ill spare such worthy men as Mr. SMELT.
Referring to the deceased, a friend observed, "He was a splendid
man," and so I should think. I had not the privilege of knowing
him personally, but his renown is in the Churches as an outspoken
man of God, true to the principles of the glorious Reformation. One
writer to the Editor of the English Chwrchman remarks:Your readers will have received the sad news of the death of CHARLES
THOMAS SMELT, of Manchester. Protestant Churchmen have sustained
a great loss in his decease. There are very few laymen left so genuine
and upright to champion our cause.
To show my appreciation of his worth, I shall be glad to subscribe £5
towards one of the Church Association Protestant Vans. It might be
named the" THOMAS SMELT Van," and sent to Lancashire, so that the
people, when they saw it, would be reminded of him who laboured so hard
T. D.
for the cause of truth among them.
Holly Mount, Heaton Chapel, near Stockport, July 25th.
We can only repeat, we can ill spare such worthy men as Mr.
Slt{~LT.
Tb is, nowever, is our comfort and consolation, whoever by
God's appointment passeth away, He who holdeth the seven stars in
Hi~~ight hand liveth and abideth for evermore (Rev. i. 17, to end). j
2 T 2

596

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

THE BIBLE AND THE BIBLE CLASS.
WISELY has it been stated that, Cl A nation must be truly blessed if it
were governed by no other laws than those of this blessed Book. It
is so complete a system, that nothing call be added to it or taken
from it. It contains everything needful to be known and done." Oh,
I love the Bible: it is the joy of my life to drink into its gracious
truth; and its revelation of Ohrist, who is the sum and substance of
the Word, is what we desire above everything else; and certain I
am that nothing is more important in life than to be well grounded
in the sacred Scriptures.
Now, we are led. to this subject because in that excellent weekly,
the News, a correspondent draws attention to the importance of a well
organized Bible Olass, and asksIs your Bible Class languishing, going down, gradually becoming reduced
to the select few 1 Does it fail to command the young in the tremendous
competition of pleasure, which makes itself so strenuously felt on every
side P Do not be disheartened; at least determine resolutely that you will
not give up a work so essential; but, on the contrary, will all the more
doggedly go on with it to the end in faithfulness to the Master and to
souls. .At the same time, be willing to see in the depressed condition of
things an argument for new methods, for work on new lines, for keeping
your ears open for suggestions.
As one who has had experience in the working of a large Bible
Class, I would ask permission to give some suggestions, which I have
found of value in such work. My Bible Class was carried on under
the auspices of Trinity Church, Derby, of which the late lamented
Rev. F. HOARE was Vicar. When I took it in hand, it numbered about
five men, and was held on Sabbath afternoons in a pew in the church.
As time went on, it steadily progressed, so that we removed our meetings to the upper room of the mission hall, and our numbers increased
to upwards of forty members.
The plan, in brief, adopted was as follows: At the close of the
quarter, I gave out that proposed subjects on slips of paper should be
handed to me, with the proposer's name attached. These I would look
over and arrange, and subject to the Vicar's approval. It would be
expected that each proposer should himself write a paper on the subject, which he would read at the time appointed. This gave the members
a deep interest in the work, and frequently such would come to me,
or if I met them would say, "I'm getting on with my subject, sir."
" Well," I would respond, "and what lines are you taking 1" " Oh,
so and so, sir," and then I would suggest, and quietly help the man
in his thoughts upon the subject.
Our order at the meeting would be to commence with a hymn; then
the first prayer, and read the chapter from which the subject was
taken-which, by the way, must always be scriptural and supported
by "the Word." Then the proposer would be called upon to read his
paper, which finished, the subject was thrown open for mutual contemplation; concluding with another hymn, prayer by one of the
members, and closing with the Benediction.
We found it also a good plan to have the subjects printed quarterly,
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in such a sized leaflet as could go nicely between the leaves of their
Bibles, and it was gratifying to mark how they preserved this paper
with the greatest care and interest throughout the quarter.
Perhaps it would not be out of place if I subjoined one of these
leaflets, by way of sample :TRINITY CHURCH, DERBY.

MEN'S BIBLE CLASS, AT MISSION HALL,

On Sunday Ajte1'rlJJon, at 2.30 p.rn.,
BY MR. GEORGE COWELL.

Syllabus
DATE.

oJ Subjects

Proposed

J01'

11I editation.

SUBJI'C'f.

March 3-Special Service of Prayer and Praise
to inaugurate 5th Year.
10-" The Cherubims."-Ex. xxv. 18
" 17-" God's mighty Salvation."-St. Luke
"
i. 69
24-" God's Sovereiguty." - Rom. ix. 20
31-" Perfection."-Heb. vi. 1..
April 7-" Jesus, the Believer's Pattern."-St.
Matt. xi. 29
14-" The Washing of Regeneration."Titus iii. 5
21-" The Parable of the Talents. "-St.
"
Matt. xxv. 14·30
28-" Joint.heirs with Christ." - Rom.
"
viii. 17
May 5-" The Rainbow."-Rev. iv. 3
12-" Grace. "-Eph. ii. 8
19-" Everlasting Punishment."-St. Matt.
xxv. 46
26-" Everlasting Life. "-St. John v. 24

PROPOSER.

REV. F. HOARE.
G. COWELL.
SHARDLOW.
E. TURNER.

vV.

·W. SCRIVENER.
J. SANDERS.
S. GREGSON.
W. W. WINTER.
G. SADDINGTON.
T. BOOTH,
J. ALLSOBROOK.
G. LACKINGTON.

"Jesus saith . . . • I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life;
no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me."-St. John xiv. 6.

Of course very much depends upon the leader. He must be a man
himself taught of God, and one in love with the Bible, and anxious
for the spiritual advancement of the members of the class. I can say,
that, with all my insufficiency and short-comiogs, such was my earnest
desire, and never did I go to any meeting without first going on my
knees in private before God, especially seeking the guidance, help, and
power of the Holy Spirit. This has long been a strong point with
me, and I trust and believe will continue to be so to the end. Another
imIJortant tbiog is, the leader should spend time in preparation upon
the subject which is to engage the attention, so as to be able to meet
points that are raised, and draw away from anything like a contro-
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versial or captious spirit. The great aim should be spiritual life and
profit, and will need oft-times much grace and patience to keep to this
purpose.
I think also that the time a class is held is important. I fitted up
a large room in our old home, and tried to have a Bible Class of men
on the Thursday evenings, but when the summer evenings came, the
men wanted to be in their gardens, and then, again, they were often
late at work, so that it was most difficult to maintain the meetings;
but if held on Sabbath afternoons, there can be no difficulty on this
score. But it may be asked, "Are there any fruits and effects of your
work ~" Most certainly there are. Member after member of that class
have referred to the hours spent there as "the happiest of their lives,"
and one case I must specially refer to. Walking one evening in the
Derby Road, I met a member of the class, with his wife and child,
and immediately drew up. The man informed me with regret that he
was about leaving the town, having gained work elsewhere; but his
wife, with tears in her eyes, warmly said, "Your Bible Class, Mr. COWELL,
has been made a great blessing to my husband, and since he went
there the home has been a different home. He has given up drink,
and now, instead of my house being a scene of misery, oh, all is so
bright and happy!-such a change! I do feel indebted to you for it
alL" I responded, "Oh, not me, but the Lord"; but I must confess
I felt melted and thankful, and went on my way rejoicing.
After I had been head of our class for two years, they kindly presented me with a beautiful album, with photographs of many of the
members, and they were pleased to have engraved on the frontispiece
as follows:" We, the members of the Men's Bible Class, held at Holy Trinity
Church Mission Hall, beg your acceptance of this album, together with
our portraits, as a token of our high esteem and appreciation of your
uniform kindness, and of the very able and courteous manner in which
you have for the past two years made it your constant endeavour to
promote our spiritual welfare, by furthering us in the knowledge of
the Holy Scriptures, 'which are able to make wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.' We trust that it may please
Almighty God to spare you to your family for many years, and that
you may be enabled still to guide and instruct us with that counsel
which, by Divine grace, you have hitherto so affectionately given; and
when your Christian labours are ended, we pray, 'that at evening time
it may be light,' and that, 'an entrance shall be ministered unto you,
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.' "
After working the class I have referred to for about four years, I
was called in the providence of God to remove from Derby, but I am
thankful to say the class is carried on still with increased vigour and
success; and if any of our readers found themselves in Derby on a
Sabba.th Day, and would at half-past two in the afternoon wend their
way to Trinity Mission Hall, Liversage Street, they would receive a
cordial welcome from Mr. W. WINTER, the present able conductor of
the class.
THE EDITOR.
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HARD TEXTS.

ii. 3.
"Holv shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation 1" In order to
get a clear, scriptural view of this important passage, it is necessary
to consider it in connection with the immediate context. Observe the
admonition in the first verse, "Therefore we ought to give the more
earnest heed to the things which we have heard," which God hath
"spoken unto us by His Son" (ch. i. 2) in the Gospel of His grace,
"lest at any time we should let them slip j " or rather, more strictly,
according to the Greek, lest at any time we should flow, or drife,
by them. It is not, as migbt be inferred from the marginal reading, a caution against our letting the truth flow out of us, but against
our flowing past the truth. If the truth has been put into us, it cannot leak out; but souls often rush by the truth with heedless indifference. In the second and third verses there is a forcible argument from
the less to the greater, showing the superiority of the Gospel to the
law, and of the Son of God to angels j also a reminder of the penalty
imposed on the violators of the law, and the solemn responsibility and
fearful consequences of slighting the message of salvation. The law
was given from God, by the ministry of angel~, in the hands of the
mediator, Moses (Gal. iii. 19). Israel received the law by the disposition
of angels, and refused to observe it (Acts vii. 53). " For if the word" (of
tbe law thus spoken) "was stedfast" (was made stedfast, or confirmed),
" and every transgression and disobedience" (every sinful act of commission
and omission) "received a just recompence of reward" (that is, received
its due recompense, the penalty which it deserved), " how shall we escape,
if we neglect so great salvation 1" The Holy Ghost calls it "so great
salvation." It is indeed a great salvation. It has its source in the
great love of God j it was procured by a great Saviour; it is bestowed
upon great sinners. It is a salvation from sin, wrath, death, and hell.
le is a salvation to life, happiness, glory, and immortality. Ohrist has
not only purchased this salvation with His perfect obedience and His
preciuus blood, but He is Himself the salvation of sinners. The
message of salvation is twofold: there is the external call of the Holy
Ghost in the faithful proclamation of the Gospel, for which men are
held responsible for hearing and rejecting j and there is the internal
(;a11 of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of those who are eternally chosen
to salvation, which they gladly hear and obey. If men neglect, and are
(;areless about so great salvation, which was spoken, not by angels, but
by the Lord Himself, how shall they escape the damnation of hell, the
wrath to come, which awaits all those who obey not the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Ohrist 1 "See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh. For
if they oscaped not who refused Him that spake on earth, much more
shall we not escape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh frum
heaven" (Heb. xii. 25). Take heed to the Divine command, "Repent
ye, and believe the Gospel" (Mark i. 15). Neglect not the appointed
means of grace, the reading of the written Word of God, the hearing
of the preached Gospel of Ohrist, and prayer that God will give you
His Holy Spirit, for Ohrist's sake.
NOTES ON HEBREWS

DAVID

L.

JOHNSON.
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OASTELL6N.
OUR dear friend and brother Dr. BULLINGER, in his last report of the
Trinitarian Bible Society, gives us the following telling account of a
Spanish Roman Oatholic, who was brought to renounce the errors of
Romanism and embrace the Protestant faith. We are sure he will
allow us to reproduce it in these pages, and that it will be read with
interest and thankfulness by our Protestant readers.
Castellon in
Spain is well known as one of the places where the Oarlist war raged
most fiercely, leaving behind it the bitterness of that strong fanatical,
ultramontane party spirit.
It is the great annual Fiesta in Castell6n. One of the customs on
that occasion is for families to invite their relatives from other towns
and villages to spend the Fiesta with them, and they, in their turn,
are expected to return the compliment. The highroads and bye.roads
are filled with tartanas and carts, bringing peasants and tradespeople,
dressed in gala costume, to the Fiesta. The men wear sandals and
white stockings, dark trousers and short jackets, with broad woollen
sashes of brilliant colours wound round the waist; white shirts, bright
silk cravats, and, to crown all, the unique crimson Catalan cap. The
women are dressed in dark skirts with bodice of a different colour,
black apron, little shawl over the shoulders, and pretty silk handker·
chiefs of every hue on their heads. Usually they wear sandals, but on
Fiestas they would not appear except in boots. Every house is filled
with guests, for whom preparations have been made days before, and
hospitality is unbounded! An incessant chatter is kept up among the
women, many of whom being unable to write, and not having met for
months past, have endless family news to relate. After the mid·day
meal, the men all go to cafes to drink a glass of coffee with plenty of
sugar but no milk, to smoke, and exchange greetings with their friends,
and talk over old times, the politics of the day, &c. Choral societies
from different villages, sing in parts at the far end of the cafes, or in
adjoining halls, entrance gratis. Later on in the afternoon, the band
strikes up the wild, weird music of the Sardana, and all the world
hurries to the Plaza to join in the national dance of lJataluna. Large
circles are formed of young and old joining hands. Little or no
conversation goes on, everyone is quietly, almost sole=ly enjoying, and
absorbed in the intricacies of that difficult dance, which dates back to
the ancient Greeks, who used it in honour of the sun and other heavenly
bodies, on the classic ground which encircles Castell6n.
" Antonio! Antonio, come and dance. Come, be q nick, and come and
dance. What are you doing up here P Reading that Book, for ever
reading that Book! It will turn your head if you don't take care.
Come along, we are all waiting for you in the Plaza!" "Thank you,
sister mine," replied Antonio, "but I am enjoying myself far more than
if I were dancing. If only yon understood how bAautiful is the Bible,
but you do not nnderstand it. Listen to this text, Teresa; it means-"
"You are turning foolish, I declare you are, Antonio. Come along,
or I shall go without you." Downstairs she flew, eager to rejoin the
dance, but wondering what her brother could possibly find in that Book,
to like it better than the Sardana at the great Fiesta. No amount of
chaffing could turn Antonio, and often when his father returned home
at night from his business, the two would study the precious Book
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together, which had become so dear to their hearts. On entering the
dwelling-room it was the first object to meet the view in its place of
honour, above the best china cupboard.
Antonio became weaker, but the end came so suddenly that all were
taken by surprise. At the close of one of our usual Friday-night
meetings, the father begged us to go and see his son, who was dying.
With the eager impatience of one who feels life is slipping away, he
gasped forth, "I desire much to sign the Act (of Abjuration), I want
so much to be a member; Christ has done all for me."
. The following day the pastor drove over to see him, and ~o~n~ him a
lIttle better, but still very weak. Great was poor Antolllo s JOY, as,
r~ising himself in bed, with a trembling hand he wrote for the last
tIme, to put his signature to the Act, declaring that he had renounced
the errol'S of Rome and embraced the "truth as it is in Jesus," as
found in God's Holy Word, having taken Him for his" One Mediator,
Saviour, and Priest;" consequently, no Romish priest should be permitted
to see him, nor bury him, but that the funeral should be conducted
by the Protestant Evangelical Pastor, &c. That document rendered it
illegal for the priest to interfere, and was the guarantee for the mayor
and judge to allow him to be buried as a Protestant. Antonio
lingered a day or two more, and the ladies of the Mission, as well as
the Pastor, visited and cheered him. One night he said to his father,
"Please take down that crucifix from over my bed, and put up the text
which Dona Emily (Madame R--) has given me." It was, "The blood
of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin," beautifully painted and kindly
~ent to her, with others. by the Illuminated Text Mission.
We shall
never forget the bright look in his eyes as he said to us, "Jesus has
pardoned me, done all for me, all my confianza is in Him," nor the
fervent pressure of his feverish hand, more eloquent than words, as we
repeated a line of a sweet hymn read by Miss KERR, "Thine Arm is
Near." "So near to you, Antonio," we said. "Yes, yes," was the
whispel'ed response. "He has no fear," said the father. "Such peace
and tranquillity of heart in one who is dying, I have never seen or
heard of before. Yesterday, the priest came, and wanted to see my
son, saying, 'Four words from rne, and his soul will be saved, otherwise
he must be eternally condemned.' My son, said, from the sick room,
, Tell the priest that I have confessed my sins to God, He had pardoned
me, and Christ Himself has given to me the extreme unction. He has
done all for me, I need nothing more, and I am perfectly happy in
trusting Him!'"
Finding both father and son resolute, the priest replied, "If you are
determined to have a Protestant funeral, I beg, as a favour, that it may
not take place in Caste1l6n, for such a scandal has never been heard of
here. Let the burial take place in Figueras."
"That cannot be,"
answered the father, "I am a son of Caste1l6n. Antonio also was born
here, and we desire that before our own people, in our own town, the
testimony shall be given that we are Protestants." Persuasions being
useless, threats were next tried to move the steadfastness of the
converts, but, thank God, their sincerity and faith stood the test. A
wealthy proprietor was sent to them with this cruel message: "If you
have your son interred as a Protestant, be it known that you shall not
find so much as a hand's breadth of land in Caste1l6n on which to
work for you l' living. So shall your family become poor, miserable,
and despised by all." "Up till now I have earned an honest living,"
was the fearless reply, "and if I should be driven from Caste1l6n then
I will look for work elsewhere, and God will surely help me to find it.
Nothing, therefore, that you can do or say will move me or my son."
But the sorest trials came from those of their "own household."
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Married daughters, sisters·in.law, aunts, all devoted Romanists, protested
that a Protestant funeral would not only result in the eternal condemnation of Antonio's soul, but also be a terrible and irretrievable disgrace
to the family. On seeing, however, the dyin~ man's constancy, and
still more struck by the wonderful peace and JOY which had power to
cast out the fear of death itself, they yielded, saying, "It must be as
he wishes." When in his last agony, he called for his sister Teresa
to be with him, and, weeping, she said, "Brother mine, how can you
suffer so patiently?" With failing breath came his last words, "Jesus
died so patiently for me, should I not be patient for love of Him?"
The golden gates of the celestial city then opened to receive the first
convert from Castellon, welcomed by the heavenly choir into the presence
of the King. To Him be all the praise.
At 5 a.m. the next morning all was asti,' in the Mission House in Figueras.
The P<lstor's wife, aided by Miss KERR, Miss HAIGH, and the servants, were
ready in the gallery with hot coffee and toast to give to those converts able
to show their sympathy with thOSll in Castellon, by attending the first Protestant funeral in that Carlist town. First arrival, a pUe-faced, fair-haired,
lame shoemaker, who tells us that in order to be present he has worked all
night, or his master would not have let him go. Next enters Major MARTIN,
bronzed by the burning sun in maRy a Carlist campaign, followed by a tall
sergeant, whom he brought to hear the Gospel; then comes the dear old
match-box maker, with his beaming face and woollen plaid thrown over his
shoulder. By six: o'clock all who are able have mustered, so we set off in
omnibuses for Castellon, a drive of two ho:urs. At the entrance of the
town we were met by Antonio's father, who was positively relieved that the
nervous waiting time was past, and that we had really come for the funeral.
He took us to his house, and upstairs to the family room. Our entrance was
the signal for an outburst of violent gl'ief from the female relatives, who
were standing in a row along one side of the rOODl, all dressed in black, with
long veils, and ·over them white merino capuchins, worn when attending
mass. The mother, with the young children and grandparents, sat crouching in the chimney corner. The men stood in a row upon the opposite side
of the room to the women. As we entered the former saluted us, but of the
latter, not one would greet those who had taught their beloved Antonio to
be a heretic !
The Pastor at once took his place within view of the coffin, and the father
placed in his hands, with reverent affection, that large red family Bible
which had been so dear to him who lay dead at his feet. Turning over the
well.worn pages, the Pastor found Romans viii., and read with much emotion
in Catalan, " There is now, therefore, no condemnation to them who are in
Christ Jesus." The women hushed their sobs to listen to the sweet, sweet
story of that great LOVE who sent his Son to die, " that whosoever believeth
in Him might not perish, but have everlasting life." "No purgatory, no
hell, no condemnation for Antonio. Oh, no; he had believed in Jesus as
his 'One Mediator' and Saviour, and now he is in glory with Him." Then
followed an earnest appeal to each one in that room, assembled in the solemn
presence of the dead, to accept Christ as Antonio had done, so that by.andby all might meet him in the bright home above. No one could keep back
thair tears, not even that stalwart convert at our side, on whose breast
glelimed a star of honour-the reward for a many a gallant rescue. We all
wept sHenily, and it may be that it was the sight of our sympathy which
broke down the strong barrier of prej udice in the hearts of those fanatical
women, who from that moment felt that we were one with them in their
sorrow. The l'osaries, which at first they had displayed as if in defiance of
any religious ceremony to be performed by us, were quietly hidden away
under their long black mantles, and they looked at UIl kindly as we led the
way downstairs to enter the l,trge coach waiting to convey us and them to
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the Protestant cemetery. Thousands were congregated in the streets, and
the police were on the alert to keep order. The procession went at a slow
pace to the burial-ground, where the first grave had been prepared for the
first Protestant! The place was so small that only the family party and
ourselves could be admitted. The chu. ch bells tolled in vain for wass. All
the world was assembled around that little graveyard, on the tiptoe of expectation to Bee what would be done. The gate had to be locked to keep off
the teeming masses, eager to obtain an entrance. Suddenly, with a cry of
wild grief, poor Teresa, forgetting all else in the bitberness of her bereavement, threw herself on the coffin, bathing it with passionate tears and kisses.
Very gently the father raised the weeping girl, and begged her to be brave
a litUe longer. Then all was still. The murmur of voices, as of a surging
sea sank to rest, and a great silence fell on the vast crowd. Standing on an
elevation, Don Alexander, the Pastor's brother, having the stronger voice of
the two, read out in clear, powerful tones, heard to a considerable distance,
several verses from that wonderful resurrection chapter, reiterating the
inspired challenge (1 Cor. xv.),'" 0 death, where is thy sting P 0 grave,
where is thy victory P Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.' Death and the grave vanquished. Victory, victory,
through Christ, for God so loved the world, so loved you, ye people of
Caste1l6n, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever of you' who
believe in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,' Have what P
Eternal, eternal life ! Not by works, lest any man should boast" but by grace,
free grace, hath He saved us; no penance, nothing that man can do is of any
avail, before God. Nothing but the blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin.
With outstretched arms, and hands pierced by nails, Jesus calls each of
you, saying, 'Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden, and I
will give you rest,' He gave that rest to om' brothel', and all of you know
how clear was the testimony he bore. The valley of death was not dark to
him, for the presence of Jesus-his Priest, his one Mediator, his ALL-made
it bright and luminous; and now he is surrounded by the glory of heaven.
We lay his body in the grave, but that is not his end. This book (holding
up the Bible) contains the very words of our Divine Lord, who says,' I am
the resurrection and the life; He that believeth in Me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall NEVER DIE.'
We thank you, good people of Castell6n, for your orderly conduct and
respectful attention, 2.nd I beg you to maintain a few more moments of
sil.ence as we lift up our hearts in prayer to God before parting."
It is the custom in Spain, before lowering the coffin, for the lid to be
raised, 80 that the relatives might take a last look at their dead, who expired
twenty-four hours before interment.
On leaving, each member of the family shook hands and thanked us with
genuine gratibude, for having, as the mother expressed it," Accompanied
our son to the lasb."
Thank God for the first convert in Caste1l6n safely gathered into the
heavenly home, and for the bright testimony to the power of the Gospel he
left behind. May Antonio's triumphant death be the means of bringing
eternal life to many a dead soul in that dark, fanatical town.
Sincerely do we join in that prayer.
Nothing is too hard for the
Lord. The Word of God, sealed home by the power of the Holy Spirit,
has done and will do wonders, and the work of spreading His Word is a
labour which, according to His promise, cannot be in vain.

I AM glad that Jesus hath all power in heaven and earth, and He
wields it with dignity and unhurried majesty.-Rev. J. Tan'.
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THE COVENANT.
My subject is a wide and deep one; volumes have been written upon
it without exhausting it j all that it is possible, therefore, for me to
do, in the short time allotted to mA, is to direct you to some lines
of thought which may, under the Holy Spirit's teaching, be helpful
to you as you investigate this subject for your own spiritual profit.
It is impossible to overrate the importance of this subject of the
covenant. It is the fashion at the present day to speak of such a
subject as this as behind the age. A clergyman in London, more
eminent for his eloquence and power as a speaker than for his theological attainments, has said of the preaching of one who has been
taken from us, and who was noted for his knowledge of divine truth,
that his "theology was more suited for men two hundred years ago
than for those living at the present day." His theology was that
of the covenant. Here then, we who find the covenant to be everything to us, are told that we hold doctrines more suited to a past
generation than to the present one; and yet our spiritual wants are
the same as those of past generations; we are sinful as they were;
we are unholy as they were; we are weak as they were; we are
sometimes in sorrow as they were; we are despairing at times as they
were; and we need the same hope as they did; in what sense, therefore, we ask, do we less need the covenant than did our ancestors ~
But let us not overlook the fact that covenant theology is despised
at the present day. This is the true meaning of what the preacher
said. Yes, it is despised by those who imagine that they stand upon
a higher platform than St. Paul did j and we must be content to be
despised if we hold by the covenant; yet we shall be in good company if we are thus looked down upon. We shall be in company with
such spiritual giants as Dr. JOHN OWEN, Vice-Chancellor of Oxford
University; Dr. THOMAS GOODWIN, another Oxford head; Dr. RICHARD
SIBBES, Master of St. Catherine's Hall, in the University of Cambridge,
and preacher of Gray's Inn, London; Dr. THOMAS PRESTON, Master of
Emmanuel College, Cambridge; Dr. HENRY ROWE, CROllIWELL'S Chaplain;
all of whom lived in the reign of CHARLES 1. and during the Commonwealth; and, coming down to our own day, we shall be in company
with Dr. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, late Bishop of Carlisle, CHARLES H.
SPURGEON, and very many others, who found the covenant the meat
and drink of their souls. Therefore covenant theology is a matter to
be gloried in, and reproach on account of it is something to rejoice in,
for covenant theology is, as we shall see, of God.
Now, what is the meaning of the word covenant? It signifies an
agreement; an agreement made between equals: and thus it comes to
be applied to the different parts or provisions contained in agreements
made between men-for example, the covenants contained in a conveyance of land or house, in which the vendors or the purchasers agree
to do certain things in carrying out their particular contracts.
.
Such, then, is a covenant or agreement amongst men.
Now let us consider what the word covenant denotes as used in
the Scriptures. I have said that a covenant between men is made
between equals, and involves or contains conditions on both sides.
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Now this does not hold go@d as regards the covenants spoken of ID
Scripture. God cannot enter into covenant with men on terms of
equality, and the only covenants involving conditions for men to
observe have been found impossible of fulfilment, on account of the
inability of man'to carry out those conditions. The word covenant,
then, is used in Scripture, when referring to an agreement between
God and man, simply to denote gracious promises of the most solemn
kind on God's part j while, in two instances-that made with Adam,
and that revealed upon Mount Sinai-it includes or denotes the
fulfilment of certain obligations by man.
The first distinct mention that we meet with of a Divine covenant
is in Genesis vi. and ix., the covenant respecting the preservation of
the earth. Now, respecting this covenant, these particulars may be
noticed which may be taken as illustrative of the covenant of
salvation (or of grace, as it is more frequently called), to which I
desire to direct your attention more particularly. In the first place,
the person or persons interested in this covenant were sinners
-Noah and his family: thus the persons on whose behalf the
covenant of grace has been established are sinners. In the second
place, this covenant was of gmce-Noah did not deserve it: so it is
as regards the covenant of grace, we who are interested in its
provisions do not deserve it, for of not one can it be said, "He is
absolutely and purely good." In the third place, this covenant
contained the promise of life: and so it is as regards the covenant of
grace, eternal life is promised and secured to the covenant people
thereby. In the fourth place, this covenant had its sign-the minbow:
and thus the covenant of grace has its signs-the two sacraments,
Baptism and the Lord's Supper j signs to us of God's faithfulness.
And in the fifth place, this covenant is of lasting continuance j thus
showing to us the everlasting perpetuity of the covenant of grace.
Next, we come to the covenant made by God with Abram, mentioned in Genesis xv., which was ratified in a very peculiar way over
the dead bodies of animals which had been slain at God's command j
and to this solemn rite the Apostle alludes in Hebrews ix., a chapter
respecting which I shall have more to say hereafter.
Passing on to Genesis xvii., we read of a covenant with Abraham
being further revealed and confirmed by the sign of circumcision.
Here, again, we have a type of the covenant of grace, for this
covenant was one of which Abraham, as a sinner, was totally undeserving.
Thus far I have spoken only of those covenants mentioned in
the Old Testament which are shadows or types of the covenant of
grace.
Let us now turn to what is commonly spoken of as the covenant
of works. This covenant, although it is not clearly and distinctly
mentioned in Genesis, is yet to be found in that book. We gather
from chapter ii., as we compare it with Romans v., that Adam was the
one with whom this covenant was made, and that it was a covenant
dependent upon certain conditions being fulfilled j in other words, it
was a covenant of works. This covenant ran thus: "Of every tree
of the garden thou mayest freely eat j but of the tree of knowledge of
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good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die." This covenant God now fully revealed
upon Mount Sinai, and wrote it upon the two tables of stone, the
words of Exodus xxxiv. 28, being, "He wrote upon the tables the
words of the covenant," the" ten commandments." But what blessing
does this covenant secure to the sons of men 1 St. Paul tells us in
Romans x. 5, that, "Moses describeth the righteousness which is of
the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them":
and again, iv. 15, "The law worketh wrath." Adam, as you know,
disobeyed God: the sentence then took effect upon him, "In the day
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die," and he died, spiritually,
morally, and legally; he became a dead man. But this is not all. His
fall, and the sentence that then fell upon him have far-reaching results;
death has passed upon all men, for all have sinned in him. The
covenant of works says, "Do this, and thou shalt live," and it pronounces sentence of death upon every failure. It stretches out no
helping hand to a weak son of Adam. It holds out no promise of
life; it gives no hope to a despairing soul. How can it do so 1 It is
a covenant of works and of death; nothing more and nothing less.
But behold the grace of God. He beheld, in His love and mercy,
a multitude of sinners under sentence of death; unable to help themselves; powerless to deliver their souls from condemnation; incompetent
to merit such a righteousness for themselves as should eternally satisfy
His justice and holiness, and establish His faithfulness; what then did
He do ~ He revealed the covenant of grace, the covenant in which,
above all, the wants of perishing sinners are met, ann all the claims of
Divine justice are fully satisfied. This covenant is not a covenant
between God and men, as so many represent it to be, but it is that
gracious' agreement on behalf of men into which the Three Persons of
the Trinity have entered with each other. The Father covenanted with
His co-equal and co-eternal Son for the redemption of the covenant
people, and hence He is call1\d, in Isaiah xlii. 6, and xlix. 8, "The
Covenant"; the Son covenanted to fulfil all the conditions of their redemption; and the Holy Spirit covenanted with the Father and the
Son to apply to the hearts of the covenant people all the blessings
promised to them by the Father, and purchased for them by the Son,
thus bringing them into the bond of the covenant and into the full
enjoyment of its glorious salvation.
"Mediator of the new covenant," as we read in Hebrews xii. 24:
new, not because it was framed at a later date than the covenant of
works, but because it was not revealed in the Scriptures till after that
covenant had been maae known. Now it is very interesting and most
profitable to consider how the Lord Jesus has executed, and does now
execute, this office of "Mediator of the new covenant," since very much
depends upon the right knowledge of this office of His.
As we search the Scriptures we find that, as Mediator, He exercises
a three-fold office-that of a Priest, of a Prophet, and of a King-and
that each of these has connected with it the word of J ehovah. Concerning His Priestly office, "The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent,
Thou art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm ex. 4).
Again, "I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren,
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like unto thee, and will put My words into His mouth" (Deut. xviii. 18).
And again, "Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion"
(Psalm ii. 6). How our Lord has executed, and does now execute,
His priestly office, and how He has obtained salvation for His people,
the Epistle to the Hebrews makes known. How He has executed the
prophetical office, not only in foretelling the future of His Church, but
also in revealing to His people, by His Spirit, the salvation He has
obtained, the Scriptures of the New Testament abundantly explain.
And how He now executes the kingly office these same Scriptures clearly
show, in applying to the hearts of His people, by the Holy Spirit,
the salvation that He has obtained for them, and does now reveal to
them j and likewise by reigning on their behalf, to direct, watch over,
and keep them unto the end. Thus, then, do we learn that in our
Lord's office of Mediator are included these three great offices of Priest,
Prophet, and King, and that He, as the" Mediator of the new covenant,"
fulfils each one of them perfectly.
(To be continued.)

SOUTHSEA CEMETERY.
" GIVEN "-" TAKEN."
ONE of the reasons I had in my mind for recently visiting Southsea
was to seek the grave of my dear departed friend and brother,
Dr. DOUDNEY.
I cannot say that I went to weep there j no, rather
did I find my heart rejoicing to think that the ransomed soul of that
dear man of God had winged its way into the presence of Jesus, and
now he was with Him whose name and fame he loved to proclaim
during the days of his earthly pilgrimage.
The Southsea Cemetery was not difficult to find, and, when fuund,
certainly does not possess any of those attractions which make people
exclaim, "What a pretty cemetery!"
The caretaker courteously conducted us at once to the sacred spot, and we stood, with deep feeling,
beside the fresh-raised mound over the mortal remains of our dear
brother.
I must say, at first, from the stern and common surroundings, I felt
disappointed in the spot, and said within myself, " And is this where they
have laid the remains of this dear servant of God, so widely known and
beloved 1 " But, upon reflection, my first impressions became changed,
and I said, "It is right and well."
I will explain why.
A short
distance from this spot is a well-kept and swept corner of the cemetery,
filled with massive crosses and designs of an elaborate character, all wearing the appearance of being the resting-place of the earthly great, while
the spot where our friend lies, being in the old part of the cemetery,
and selected years ago, is now thickly surrounded by plain and mean
tombstones, seemed to be in keeping with the life of him who loved to
stand up amidst the poor and despised, and to proclaim to such the
riches of God's grace and glory.
One thing arrested my attention,
namely, on the tomb of a young person, not far from this spot, I noted
the two impressive words which head our paper, "Given "-" taken."
Ah ! I thought, just so with the dear departed. He was given of the Lord to
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do a distinct and blessed work for Him, which made him beloved by the
Church of God; and, now, at the appointed time, the Lord has taken
His own to Himself. He gave him to do His will on earth-He has
taken him to behold His glory in heaven. " The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord."
Near the fresh-raised mound that marks the grave of the dear Doctor,
I picked up a leaflet, and thought it singular as I read therefrom as
follows: " Once a humble labourer, who had long loved and served Christ,
was, with some companions, eating his dinner near the mouth of a coalpit at Swansea. As he >lat there, a dove came and fluttered on his breast
and gently pecked at him, and then flew away. He paid no heed at first,
but when the same bird came back, about five minutes afterwards, and
again nestled in his bosom, and then pecked at him, and flew away a little
distance, the labourer said, 'I'll follow thee, pretty messenger, and see
from whence thou comest.' The man had scarcely left the spot, when
the sides of the pit gave way."
It is marvellous the ways the Lord
takes to preserve His own till the appointed time of calling them to
Himself above j and the teaching of this little leaflet near the grave of
the dear departed reminded one of his long and eveutful life, wherein
he had proved this to be the case again and again. Well, we left the
cemetery with deep feeling and thoughts of him who was so safely home,
at rest and peace.
l< One less on earth, one more in heaven;
May we he found there too."
Before le~ving the cemetery we took out our note-book, and copied
from the SImple stone, that marks the sacred spot referred to, as
follows :"Sacred to the memory of ELIZA, the beloved wife of DAvID ALFRED
DOUDNEY, Incumbent of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol who departed
'
this life December 7, 1867, aged 57.
'Jesus, Thy hlood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy will I lift up my head.'
Also to the memory of ARTHUR SEARLE DOUDNEY, drowned at sea,
1891, aged 38 years."
This entirely fills up this simple stone, so that it will be fully necessary,
for this reason and many others that have been advanced, that a neat
and chaste tomb should be raised over the remains of that blessed man
of God, endeared to all who had the privilege of knowing him, the
late Dr. DOUDNEY.
THE EDITOR.
RENDER Christ lovely in the eyes of others by adorning His
It is an
Gospel, and "walking worthy of Christ" (Col. i. 10).
honour to a master to have good servants. And how doth it proclaim
Christ to be lovely and glorious, when they that profess Him are
eminent for godliness (1 Peter ii. 9). Christ appears lovely in the
holy lives of His people.-Thomas Watson.
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"TRUTH FAILETH."
THESE inspired words of the Prophet Isaiah (ch. lix. 15) rise instinctively
to one's mind amidst the abounding proofs of religious apostasy which
daily come under notice. Not that there is any failure in God's truth
itself, or in the power and wisdom of the God of the truth. Oertainly
not! For," The weakness of God is stronger than men" (1 Oor. i. 25).
His counsel shall stand, and His sure Word shall prevail, though
heaven and earth themselves pass away. The failure is in man-in
the natural man-whose foolish heart is uarkened so that he cannot
discern the truth of God We may say of the truth of God that it
"faileth," as the Apostle Paul said of the law of God, "For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak thrO'Ugh the flesh" (Rom. viii. 3). The
weakness of the law was "through the flesh"; the failure of the truth
is also" through the flesh." The failure of the truth arises from nothing
inherent in the truth, ju~t as the weakness of the law was only relative,
not int.rinsic. " The flesh" has uninterruptedly, since the fall, been the
chief mighty antagonist with which the truth of God has had to contend.
Some epochs of the world's history, indeed, more emillently !'han
others, have been characterised by OIJen opposition to the truth. Satan
shifts his forces from one point of attack to another, as he deems
success more probable. The days in which our own lot is cast find
the great enemy of the truth of the Word of God assailing it on all
sides. Scepticism, Atheism, Rationalism, Ritualism, Popery, and
Arminianism, in a thousand guises, are energetic forces arrayed now by
the Great Dragon against the holy truth of the Most High. What
then 1 Are those whom the truth has made free to cower and yield 1
Are those to whom the precious verities of the glorious Gospel
of God's grace are dearer than life itself, to sheathe the sword, unbend
the bow, knap the spear in sunder, and cast aside the shield, leaving
the foes of God's truth to claim victory 1 Assuredly not. The truth
of God must be proclaimed in all its fulness, freeness, and inflexibility,
whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. Nothing rejoices
the modem Romanist, Ritualist, .Rationalist, and Arminian more than
that the voice of the truth should remain silent. There must be no
hesitation, then, in the ranks of Ohrist's true witDPsses. Pulpit, Platform, and Press must be voiced in the cause of the truth, more prayerfully, more per.istently than ever. "He that is not with Me is
against Me," saith the Oaptain of our salvation.
Alas! the present prevalence of religious ~rror and of false worship
in the various churches of our land is, in no small degree, traceable
to the feebleness and indistinctness with which Evangelical pastors and
teachers have been fulfilling their commission of preaching the Word
of Grace "The fear of man" has proved a snare to the great Evangelical body, and Satan has profited by the keeping back from the
people of God's full truth. The one remedy is to return to "the old
truths," and to sound forth the clear and certain sound. of the pure
Gospel of the sovereign grace of God., which the Holy Ghost will
most certainly own and honour, for the salvation of everyone that
believeth, and for the confounding of the false prophets of Antichrist
and his numerous allies.
J. ORMISTON.
~
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THE THIRTY·FIRST ANNUAL OLIFTON CONFERENCE.
THE above Conference will be held (God willing) at the Victoria Rooms,
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, October 3rd, 4th, and 5th.
Subject: Cl THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED GOD" (1 Tim. i. 11).
Outline of Conference meetings :-Tuesday, October 3rd, at eleven
a.m. and seven p.m., addresses on "The Gospel of THE GRACE of God"
(Acts xx. 24); Wednesday, October 4th, at eleven a.m. and seven p.m.,
addresses on "The Gospel of SALVATION" (Ephes. i. 13); Thursday,
October 5th, at eleven a.m., addresses on " The Gospel of THE KINGDOIll"
(Matt. xxiv. 14); at seven p.m., Conference Sermon aTul LO'l'd's S1bppe1'.
The following circular has just been issued by the Rev. JAMES
ORIIIISTON, the convener of the Conference:BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW·BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
-In dependance on the good hand of our God, the thirty-first Clifton
Conference has been fixed for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, the
3rd, 4th, and 5th of October next. The meetings will be held, as
heretofore, in the Victoria Rooms. You will, I trust, be able to meet
the Lord's people on the occasion.
The range of subjects selected for consideration at our Conference
during the past thirty years has been a varied and an extensive one.
Doctrine, precept, prophecy, and Christian experience have all come
under review, and it is from time to time a soul.refreshing exercise to
re-peruse in the published Ueports of the proceedings of past years the
edifying addresses of God's dear servants, many of whom, no longer
with us, have entered into the joy of their Lord. The subject laid
upon my heart for the approaching Conference is, however, second in
importance to none of those a,lready considered.
When our risen Redeemer gave His blood-bought Church a ministerial commission to discharge in the world during the ages elapsing
between His Ascension and His second Advent, that commission certainly set in the forefront the subject chosen for this year's Conference.
To testify the Gospel of God's free grace to every creature was Christ's
parting command to His believing follower~. In obedience to His holy
will, therefore, we shall be occupying ourselves in a way well-pleasing
in His sight if we takg for the topic of our October meetings-" THE
GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED GOD" (1 Tim. i. 11), pursuing
our meditation, during the three days above-named, under three distinct
and sequential aspects, namely :-(1) "The Gospel of the GRACE of God"
(Acts xx. 24); (2) IC The Gospel of SALVATION I' (Ephes. i. 13); (3)
"The Gospel of THE KINGDOlll" (Matt. xxiv. 14). G'l'ace is the profound
depth whence sprang God's glorious Gospel-I' the Grace of God bringeth
salvation" (Titus ii. 11). "Whereunto He called you by our Gospel,
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. ii. 14).
"The Gospel of the glory of the Blessed God" (R.V.), embracing, as
it does, the eternal counsels of the Most High, has well been termed
"The Divine Masterpiece." From the day of the fall of man unto the
present hour the sweet voice of mercy and truth has continued to herald
the glad tidings of "the everlasting Gospel" (Rev. xiv. 6). Prophets,
.apostle3, martyrs, pastors, and evangelists-called, commissioned, and
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sent forth by the Holy Spirit-have, from age to age, borne unfaltering
witness to the power of the Gospel of salvation to prevail over sin,
Satan, and the world, and to gladden believing hearts with the assured
hope of the coming of a Kingdom which shall never be moved. The
"Gospel of the Kingdom" has now, in accordance with the prediction
of the King Himself, been preached to well-nigh all nations (Matt.
xxiv. 14). The approximate fulfilment of the blessed work of proclaiming the Evangelical measage, as a witness unto all peoples throughout the earth, is one of the most cheering presages of the personal
coming of God's anointed King. "Then shall the end come" (Matt.
xxiv. 14). Then shall Christ sit in the throne of His glory, and an
those who have been "companions in tribulation and in the kingdom
and patience of Jesus Christ" (Rev. i. 9) shall be exalted to regal
power and authority (Rom. viii. 17; 2 Tiro. ii. 12).
Beloved brethren, do we not need to meet together in these deplorable days of general declension from the truths of "the glorious
Gospel" to refresh one another by holy exhortation and mutual
counsel ~ Is not the d:ty approaching ~ Is not the night far spent ~
Is not the love of " the many" growing cold 7 Is not the way of the
Truth evil spoken of 7 Has not the "whole lump" of modern Christianity become utterly leavened ~ Has not the powerless form of godliness taken possession of earth's Churches, and a love of worldly
pleasure superseded pure and ardent love of God 7 The corruptions of
Rome and the cold philosophy of a miscalled Rationalism have, alas!
perverted multitudes around us, and it is time-more than time-that
the Lord's witnesses should earnestly and lovingly rally together on the
only sure foundation-the Word of the Gospel-and, by seeking to
build up one another in their holy faith, give to the world unmistakable evidence that "the kingdom of God is not meat and drink;
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xiv.
17). The" defence of the Gospel" (PhiI. i. 17), at a time when its
holy doctrines -especially in our current literature-are systematically
attacked, is an obvious duty binding on every loyal soldier of Christ.
While, no doubt, the things which are happening around us will, in
God's wondrous wisdom, "fall out rather unto the fU1·themnce of the
Gospel" (PhiI. i. 12), yet the Church of God is certainly responsible to
her Divine Head to hold that fast with which she has been entrusted
(1 Tim. i. 11), and to "earnestly contend for the faith, which was once
for all delivered unto the saints" (J ude 3.) Let us, dear friends,
remember the loving promise of our faithful Lord and Master"Because thou hast kept the Word of iffy patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation, which shall come up Oil all the world, to
t'l'y them that dwell upon the earth" (Rev. iii. 10). May the Spirit of
grace and truth richly anoint every speaker at our forthcoming Conference, and caUiJe the Word of Evangelical testimony to be very fruitful
to the praise of our God.
May I ask your earnest prayers for my guidance in all things per
taining to the Conference ~- Yours ever to serve for Christ's sake,
JMIES ORIvUSTON,
Rector of St. ][ary-lc.Port, Bristol.

3, Berkeley Square, Clifton,

Bri~tol,

AUllust, 1893.
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MULLER'S ORPHAN HOUSES.

EVER fraught with fresh and varying interest are Mr. MULLER'S wonderful reports. The present one is again a marvellous epitome of God's
faithfulness and countless mercies. How, by simple dependance on his
God in oft-repeated prayer, he has lived to see £1,309,627 lIs. Sd.
raised in the fifty-nine years of his work, without appealing to man, is
a precious proof of what Jehovah Jireh is to His people. We cannot
refrain from quoting from this -most excellent report. He says:The total amount received by prayer and faith for the various objects
of the institution since Mal-ch 5th, 1834, has been £1,309,627 lIs. Sd.
By this sum 120,176 persons have been taught in the schools supported by the funds of the institution.
265,382 Bibles, 1,042,670
New Testaments, 21,050 copies of the Book of Psalms, and 216,247
other portions of the Word of God, in several languages, have likewise been circulated since the foundation of the institution. 1,609,722
books, pamphlets, and tracts, in several languages, have likewise been
circulated from the commencement of the institution. From its earliest
days, missionaries have also been assisted from its funds, and for more
than forty years a considerable number of them. On this object, and on
the mission schools, there was expended during the past year £2,800 Os. 3~d.,
and from the]commencement, £241,754 5s. 8,727 orphans have been under
our care, and five large houses, at an expense of £115,000, have been
erected and fitted up for the accommodation of 2,050 orphans at a time
:tnd 112 helpers. With regard to the spiritual result of the operations
of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad, we have
the fullest reason to believe that many tens of thousands of souls have
been blessed. The income during the year fluctuated considerably. On
one day it was only £4 16a. 4d. in money, and the average daily expense
i8 £90. In the middle of the day, however, 200 pheasants were sent.
In one place we read:During the last five days the income had been very little, in comparison
with O1ilr heavy expenses. To.day very little had come in by the first
two deliveries; but my eyes continued looking to the Lord, and prayer
was repeated again and again. At last God sent help. By the delivery
at noon £500 was received, £400 for the orphans and £100 for missions.
- There were also ten orphan girls received this afternoon, and notice
was sent out for the admission of five boys.
Again, Mr. MULLER states:To-day our income altogether was n,bout £300, a plain proof that we
do not wait on the Lord in vain; for every donation we receive is a
direct answer to prayer, because we never ask a single human being for
anything. I again remind the readel' that day by day my dear wife
and I ask the Lord together, that He would graciously be pleased to help
us mOre abundantly with donations for the institution, and that He
would renew His loving-kindness of former times, when we sometimes
had £5000, yea, even £10,000, in hand. We sometimes pray even five
or six times a day that the Lord would graciously be pleased to bless
every branch of the institution, and send us orphans to fill up our many
vacancies_
Then come some further interesting statistics of school and Bible
work, showing an enormous increase yearly in the circulation of tracts,
pamphlets, and scriptures, the whole number now exceeding 101,000,000,
Surely God has crowned His servant's labours with success.
THE EDITOR
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SIGHS AND SONGS FROM BEHIND THE COUNTER.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-Many. times have 1 felt that 1 should like to write
you. Now, as you have taken up the blessed work of Editor of the
best Magazine published, I feel that 1 must write, and wish you God's
speed and help, which 1 am sure will be the cry of many hungry
souls. God has been good to you, and blessed you far above what
you would have thought or could· think. He has been YOLlr Stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows them that trust in Him.
Your writing has been greatly blessed to my unworthy soul, often cast
down and naturally low in spirits. Then I have gone to yours and
dear Dr. DOUDNEY'S works, and have found them solid meat. This
month your opening remarks and "Wayside Notes" were a great
blessing to my soul j and the August N:rmber of the year 1888-1 think
when you were at thE; Seer's House-oh, 1 never shall forget that, and
al ways look back to it with joy, and not only I, but many others to
whom 1 have lent them. Right through this month is solid joy to those
that know anything about the good things. 1 often think, what a
great mercy we are privileged" to know Him, whom to know is life
everlasting." "In the way of righteousness is life j and in the pathway
thereof there is no death." The remarks in this month's Number,
on "Come unto Me, all ye that labour," &c., are real and sound experience.
1 often look back to the time when the reading in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE was like ch(~ff before the VJind, and dry, and wondered how
my dear father could read it. I have been a constant reader
for some eight or nine years. I li ve in a village where only freewill is preached, and for the sake of my family 1 go, fealing it
good sometimes. 1 could write much more to express my feelings;
trusting you will receive these few lines from a poor un worthy sinner,
although with a good hope through grace,
1 am, yours truly,
S. J. S.
COJ\H\IENTS.

The first thing that catches my eye on your welcomed slips, dear
brother, is their heading, which tells the tale of your being in business,
"The carpenter's
working at an honest calling for your daily bread.
Son" did the same j and I often think that while we refer to Him
as touched with the feelings of our infirmities, He knows all about
the feelings and fears of His own in the midst of their daily toil j and,
to my mind, business men have their business worries and trials
unknown to those whose circumstances and surroundings cause them
to live a life outside, or, if you please, above the drudgery of the
counter or counting-house. And is it not the case, dear brother, that
your most precious moments of intercourse with Jesus are gained
amidst the life-toil we refer to 1 He breaks in upon us with the
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whispers of His love; He cheers us with the divine communications
of His grace; He tells us, in language unmistakable, that we are His;
and· the Christian man of business is thusA
A
A
A

wonder in his daily lifeworld of peace, a world of strife;
wonder to the world around,
wonder to himself profound.

We note, again, that you thought, dear brother, at one time of your
life, how anyone could find enjoyment in reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
It was as chaff to you, and you wondered that your dear father could
read it. This brings to my remembrance a case I personally knew of
some years ago. A soldier's wife, in the East Indies, living where
her husband was stationed, asked the chaplain of the regiment to give
her something to read on tha Sunday afternoon. The chaplain dipped
his hand into a waste basket, where he had dropped a number of
papers and periodicals, and hitting, as we say, upon one among the
number, he said, "Here, read that." I am not able to say whether
the chaplain was a man of God himself, nor how he became possessed
of a Number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but the Lord knew all about
it. And so it was this woman, opening upon the " Wayside Notes,"
began to read, and was soon spell-bound. She read, she wept, she
prayed. It revived in her heart old feelings which she had while
listening to a preacher at the place of worship she attended in her
native country. Finding out the writer's name and address, she wrote
to us a touching letter at the time, and with her I joined in thankfulness to God for His great goodness to reader and writer.
"The chaff," dear friend, turned out to be the wheat of the Gospel
as in your case. May the Lord grant you many a meal in its future
perusa1. It is just such letters as yours that cheer the penmen in
their labours of love and works of faith.
THE EDITOR.
EXTRAOTS FROM A LETTER FROM RUTH LINDSAY,
UPON RECEIVING THE RUM COLLECTED.
" 0 give thanks 1tnto the Lord / fm' He is good."-PSAUI cxxxvi. 1.
To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR CHRISTIAN SIR,-I do not know how to write; it seems
too much for this poor frail tabernacle. When we opened Miss
COWELL'S kind letter, and saw the contents, it quite melted us.
I pray the dear Lord may bless and reward an hundredfold all the
dear friends who have so kindly helped. You, dear sir, have so
much upon you; I do return you sincere thanks for all your trouble.
I will let you know the train I pass through Burton by; and for dear
Miss COWELL to promise to meet me, this seems wonderful and marvellous in mine eyes-the last thing I should ever have thought of, but
we believe it must be the Lord's doing. May He bless each and all.
Yours most gratefully,
R. L.
Allg1tSt 18th, 1893.
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DEATH OF MRS. ROBINSON, OF SCARBOROUGH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My BELOVED BROTHER IN THE LClRD,-.My dear wife entered upon
her eternal rest on the morning of Monday, July 17th, aged seventyone years. If anything had been wanting to satisfy my mind and
heart as to the divine reality and stability of the foundation upon which
she was resting all her hopes for the future, her dying testimony would
have been sufficient to set every question at rest on this most solemn
point. A short time before her departure, seeing that the end was
drawing near, I said to her, "My darling, do you feel that Jesus is
very near to you 1" She answered, distinctly, "Yes, I do." "Do you
feel that you can trust your precious soul into His hands 1" "Yes,"
she replied. "I can, I do."
"None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good!"
And now she sleeps in the same grave with our darling boy, till the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible.
Hasten, dear Lord, that happy, glorious moment. Amen, and amen.
Yours affectionately in His precious love,
Scarborough, July 25th, 1893.
W. S. ROBINSON.
PASSING AWAY.
THEY pass away-the friends I love, He tells me of that dreadful hour,
I meet their smiles no more:
• In dark Gethsemane,
When shall I join your ranks above,
When, bowed beneath satanic power,
On Canaan's blissful shore?
He braved the storm for me.
He points to heaven's immortal plains,
I wander through this desert land
Beyond the stars of night;
With many a weary moan;
No bosom.friend to clasp my hand,
Where everlasting pleasure reigns,
I tread the waste alone.
Through all those realms of light.
No! not alone! my Saviour deal'
Oft meets me by the way;
He comes my fainting heart to cheer,
And brightens all the day.

He tells me of the happy day
When I no more shalll'oam;
When He shall wipe all tears away,
And take His wanderers home.

He tells me of His changeless love,
His constant, watchful care;
He bids me seek my rest above,
And nowhere else but there.

I long to hail Thy glad return,
With songs of sovereign grace;
How shall my heart with rapture burn
To see Thee face to face!
W. S. ROBINSON.

Scarboro1~gh.

IF a man is not content in that state he is in, he will not be
content in any state he would be in.
I MYSELF am a witness that spiritual comforts are sometimes highest
when bodily health, strength, and spirits are at the lowest; :md when
bodily health, strength, and spirits are at the highest, spiritual comforts are sometimes at the lowest, nay, clear gone and totally absent.-

Toplady.

.

.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. TITU8 EDWARD LAURIE,
RECTOR OF BEWCASTLE, CUMBERLAND.
MR. LAURIE was born at Royston Hall, Kilhurn, London, July 29th,
1843. He was the son of GEORGE and OHARLOTTlI; LAURIE, alld grandson
of the late Sir GE01WE NAYLER. DelicatH in early youth, he was not
sent to any public school in England; but on going to Boulogne-surMer, in 1855, he was placed at the Oollege Oommunale in that town.
Here he had the ministrations of the Rev. KYNASTON GROVES and the
Rev. J. O. FURLONG, attending occasionally other services, chiefly at
the Wesleyan chapel, where an aged and respected minister, the Rev.
WILLIAlII TEASE, had officiated for many year. In 1859-that year when
so remarkable a wave of religious feeling passed over the greater part
of Europe-the Rev. GAMBlER PYM, a Ohurch of England clergyman,
preached with much power at the chapel, and then it was that the
Holy Spirit convinced the youth (sitting in a back seat) of his need
of the new birth. From that sermon he dates his spiritual birthday.
Now followed his confirmation by the late Bishop BWKERSTETH, of
Ripon, whose sermon from Luke xi. 13, is still remembered with pleasure.
Anxious now as to eternal things, young LAURIE was still ignorant of
God's plan of salvation, and, in connection with the chapel, heard only
the free-will teaching which, alas! characterizes the pulpit utterances of
Wesleyanism. It was now that he became more exposed than ever to
the alluring services of the Romish Ohurch, and it is with gratitude
he looks back on preserving grace that almost miraculously prevented
him from falling iuto the snare Alpread by the destroyer (an account
of this would be too long for a brief sketch); suffice it to add, that
removing to Bonn, in Prussia, in 1861, he there met and made friends
with the Rev. Dr. GRAHAM,*' a dear man of God, and through him
first heard of covenant promises and electing love (see GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for June, page 419). The year 1863 found the subject of our sketch
in London, where, under the ministrations of several eminent ministers,
he learned more clearly the truth as it is in J eSllS. Among
Ohurchmen, the late Rev. J. J. WEST, of Winchelsea; and among Nonconformists, the late Mr. JOHN HAzELTON, of Islington, and Mr. JAlIIES
WELLS, of the Surrey Tabernacle, were those most blessed of God in
leading him into the full truth.
.
Having attended both the German University lectures in Bonn and
the evening classes at King's Oollege, London, in 1864 Mr. LAURIE
entered St. Bees Theological Oollege, Oumberland, with the object of
seeking ordinati.on in the Ohurch of England; here he continued two
years, and contended earnestly for the doctrines of grace, now t,he

* It was oar privilege to know this dear man of God, Dr. GRAHAM, of B0lln,
and to spe!ld some happy days with him, and we can endorse all ou,' dear friend
has s",id "bout him. Une thing encouuged us much in his friendship, namely,
that while it is often thrown at us, that it is only the ignorant and narrow-minded
that hold the doctrine of election,-here was a man of God, a profound scholar,
the head of a college for young men, a large-hearted and genial man, holding
and preaching the distinctive doctrines of grace. Mark, we say, holding and
preaching, for, alas! there are unfaithful shepherds who hold, but do not p,·each.
God forgive them !-G. C.
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true comfort of his soul. In December, 1866, the late revered
SAMUEL WALDEGRAYE, Bishop of Carlisle (that giant in learning and
spiritual wisdom), ordained Mr. LAURIE to his first curacy, Calder
Bridge, in West Cumberland. Since then his sphere of labour has
changed but little; he has preacbed the Gospel of the grace of God
in many places, both in Cumberland and Westmoreland, and having
been presented to the living of the border parish of Bewcastle, by
the Dean and Chapter of Carli~le (Dean CLOSE), in 1874, he to this
day labours on in that scattered district, telling both to old and young,
with no uncertain sound, the blessed story of eternal love.

A MONTHLY NOTE.
WE are glad to observe that the two Armenian professors, Mr.
THOUlIIAIAN and Mr. KAYA'iAN, who through the vigorous action of our
Foreign Office have been rescued from a shameful death, have arrived
in London. They have made no statement at present. Their very
laudable anxiety seems to be to avoid doing or saying anything which
would lend colour to the charges made against them, or which would
in any way compromise their fellow-sufferers who are still in prison.
No effort must be relaxed, however, until all the victims of this vile
conspiracy are set free.
In the interests of his beloved mission to the Cannibals of the
New Hebrides, the Venerable Dr. JOHN G. PATOl\" will (D.Y.) shortly

pay a brief visit to Great Britain j returning afterwards to Australia
to prosecute and extend his life work in the South Pacific. The
circumstances of this visit are. full of deepest interest and pathos.
After well-nigh half a century of ceaseless toil in the service of Christ
for, and amongst, most degraded and bloodthirsty cannibals-a life
largely spent in constant peril of death, hardship, and lonely exileDr. PATON is spared again to see Great Britain. Not, however, to
end his days here. He cannot rest. The cause of the heathen still
stirs his soul, and it is his purpose to return to Australia and spend
his remaining years in service for them. This visit, therefore, in all
human probability, can be nothing less than his last farewell to home
and country j and never again may we see his venerable form, with
its snow white hair, in our midst. It is proposed to hold a series of
meetings in large centres of population to welcome him, and to bid
him God-speed, and arrangements are already being made to hold
meetings at Exeter Hall, also in Liverpool, Bournemouth, Eastbourne, &c.
Much interest will be taken in the manner in which Mr. GLADSTONE'S
Home Rule Bill will be treated in the House of Lords. Will it be
rejected in toto, or will it be returned to the House of Commons).with
some vital amendments ~
The disgraceful hand-to-hand fight which it
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led to in the latter house may give some idea as to the scenes which
would take place if its provisions for the establishment of an Irish
Parliament were actually to become law.
And an incident which is
mentioned by an Irish correspondent of the Ch1'istian shows what
effects might be expected from it in Ireland generally. He says:While on this subject of toleration, let me give an incident illustrative
of the toleration that Roman Catholics are prepared to extend to their
Protestant countrymen. We constantly hear just now of how mild and
indulgent the Church of Rome is in this country. Intolerance, in fact,
is only to be found in the North of Ireland. All this sounds well, but
it is not true. In this, at least, Rome is consistent; she always was and
always will be intolerant. Intolerance is part of her very nature, and
she cannot deny herself. Only the other day an ex· Roman Catholic,
accompanied by his wife and family, passed through Dublin on his way
to Limerick. Limerick is his native place, and he has been for some
years now out of the Church of Rome. He got into the town long before
the people were astir. In the early forenoon word of his arrival got
abroad, and a crowd collected to have a look at the "turncoat." It
became so threatening in its attitude that the police had to be called in.
The poor man, with his wife and family, took refuge in the police barracks,
and stole out of Limerick under cover of the friendly darkness, and was
back in Dublin next morning. Previous to this. and on his first leaving
the Church of Rome, he got employment here in Dublin. He was working
in a large firm, but his past history was discovered, and matters became
so disagreeable all round that his services had to be dispensed with. It
is all very well to assert, as did a prominent Irish politician recently in
the House of Oommons, that "it is an insult to the Roman Catholics of
Ireland to anticipate that they would oppress the Protestant minority."
Petty oppression is common at the present day, wherever it can be practised by the Church of Rome with safety.
A remarkable sermon was recently preached by the venerable Bishop
of Liverpool, Dr. RYLE, which is worthy of special notice. It has
been published, and is entitled, "The Signs of the Times." The text
which the Bishop took was Luke xxii. 36, "He that hath no sword,
let him sell his garment, and buy one." The Bishop said:The text before us must evidently be taken not literally, but figuratively.
The sword is only an emblem. It was meant to teach His disciples that
after their Master left the world they must diligently use all reasonable
means to promote and defend the cause of His Gospel; just as a soldier
knows he would be useless if he went into battle without weapons, so
ought the follower of Christ to know that he must be a fighting man,
and leave nothing undone to secm'e success, if he would war a good warfare. He must not drift lazily through life, as if he was a neutral in the
great conflict between God and the devil. He must boldly choose his
side, and contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.
This, I firmly believe, is what our Lord meant when He told His disciples
to "buy a sword." I doubt if there ever was a time when the great
principle of this text was so important as it is now.
The Bishop then notices several distinct particulars in which the
times specially require us to " contend for the faith," and he concludes
with a solemn warning. He says : The heavens aronnd us are black. Signs political, signs social, signs
• ecclesiastical, signa moral, are to be seen in every quarter of the horizon,
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if we only use our eyes and are not blind. They all summon us to set
our house in order if Old England is to live and not die. The gradual
concentration of force in the hands of the half-educated working classes,
the increasing strikes and division between capital and labour; the fierce
bitterness of political opponents; the painful separation of Churchmen
into two distinct parties; the absence of millions of our countrymen
from any public worship; the enormous amount of drunkenness,
gambling, and Sabbath-breaking; the painful growth of systems of
elementary education under which children are turned out clever
about this world, but utterly ignorant about Christ, the Holy Ghost,
or the way to heaven-all these are great black facts which no one
can deny, and which loudly demand the attention of every patl:iot
and every Christian. Now, what are we doing to mend the times?
Let us each do our own duty in our own places, and build the wall
of Jerusalem before our own door. Let us not be content with wishing
and groaning and ehaking our heads and lamenting. Let us be awake
and alive, and work, after the great example of Him who shed His blood
for our souls. He was ever going about doing good. Let us strive and
pray to be like Him. There is no saying what even one layman in a
parish may do if he is alive and on fire, and lays himself out to do
good. A lazy, idle, half-asleep, one-day-a-week Ohristianity is one of the
plagues of the times.

.,

We are glad to notice the additional effoFts which are being made
for the benefit of our sailors. "The Missions to Seamen" is doing a
great and good work amongst them. The first step towards providing
a much-needed church and institute for them in the East-end of London has just been taken, namely, the purchase of a site, at a cost of
£4,000, immediately opposite the shipping offices in Poplar. And
through a munificent gift of Lord BRASSEY, the Committee are enabled
to commence the erection of one portion of the block of buildings at
once. The block of buildings, designed by Sir ARTHUR BLO:MFIELD, will
consist of a large institute, to accommodate 500 sailors, for purposes of
social recreation, with class·rooms for ambulance, cookery, &c., coffeebar and gymnasium, and a seaman's church to seat 400 men. This is
the chief of four institutes planned by the Missions to Seamen for the
social, moral, and spiritual benefit of sailors in the Port of London.
The opening of the Chicago Exhibition on Sunday appears to have
been a complete failure. On the first Sunday that it was opened some
100,000 persons entered, but very soou the number dwindled down to
about 40,000. This means a serious financial loss. Mr. CHARLES HILL,
Secretary of the Working Men's Lord's Day Rest Association, has
received a letter from Dr. ATTERBURY, of New York, dated July 17,
which says:The experiment of opening on Sunday has proved a failure every way.
Instead of the vast crowds attending as was expected, the attendance has
been considerably less than half the average attendance of week.days,
and has not been made up to any extent from the working classes, in
whose interests it was alleged that the Exposition was opened on Sunday.
An attempt was made to have religious services on Sunday afternoon
within the grounds, but these were meagrely attended; and the pal·t of
the Exposition which attracted the largest numbers on Sunday was that
devoted to foreign shows, Egyptian dancers, jugglers, &c., and the places
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where beer and wine were sold, instead of the art galleries, &c., which
were open. A very large number of the exhibitors, not only from America,
but also fl'om Canada, Great Britain, and even from the Continent, closed
their exhibits on Sunday. On the whole, the attempt at Sunday opening
has been overruled for good. It cannot now be urged that the Sunday
closing was robbing large classes of the opportunity of self-improvement
which they eagerly sought. Should the financial results of the Exposition
at the close be much less than was anticipated, ic cannot be claimed that
such a result was due to the Sunday closing, shutting out the 200,000 o~·
250,000 each week that it was expected would attend on Sunday. All the
greater emphasis is given to that public sentiment in favour of the day
of rest and worship which has brought about the result, under the blessing
of God, against the influence of almost the entire secula,r Press of the
country.
Miss AGNES E. WESTON, so well known for her devoted work
amongst the sailors at Portsmouth, has put out an interesting statement concerning the men who went down with the Victoria. She
writes ; "Did I know them?" some have asked. Yes, indeed; from the Admiral
on the bridge to the stoker in the stokehold I knew them. Admiral
Sir GEORGE TRYON was a friend twenty years ago, and he was then,
and had been since, interested in good work in the service. When he
commanded H.M.S. Raleigh, such was his help to the temperance wor~,
that the ship was nicknamed the " Coffee Ship~" Sir GEORGE died at hIS
post, refusing to leave the bridO'e; his midshipman and aide-de-camp,
Mr. LANYON-almost a boy as y;ars goo-refused to leave his chief, and
died with him. I hear, on the best authority, that out of the midshipmen
and cadets drowned there were several who loved, trusted, and served
their Saviour. The Chaplain, the Rev. S. O. MORRIS, R.N., was an old
fri;nd and correspondent. One of the bluejackets saved from the VictO?'io
wntes: " We feel bis loss, and are certain that a hard worker for God
has gone, a man who always had a pleasant word and smile for everyone, who was ever ready to do anything to advance God's kingdom,
and against whom I never heard a hard or unkind word sp0ken."
C>l.ptain the Hon. MAURICE BouRKE, R.N., captain of the ship, speaks
of the chaplain's "heroic death, helping to save the sick, without a
thought of self"; and Bays another, "I saw him just before the ship
went down, and his lips were moving as if in prayer." Then there was
a noble band of Christian and temperance men; sOllle are saved, but
more have gone home. The widow of a sergeant of marines told me
that her husband wrote a day or two before the collision to say that,
"being a Christian, he had just joined Miss WESTON'S band, and had
become a teetotaler, and that the good work was going on well." This
letter, coming as it did long after the writer was .. oafe in the arms of
Jesus," told a blessed tale indeed. It is a joy to remember the wellknown Christian men, and a joy to think of the many unknown. This
national disaster is surely sent to us, as a nation, to teach us to trust,
not in our defences, our ironclads, our brave hearts, but in the living
God. Ma,y the nfLtion learn this lesson, and say truly, "Some trust in chariots,
and some in horses, but we will remember the name of the Lord our God."
Our thoughts turn from the ship to the stricken ones at home, to the poor
wives and mothers! Never before have I witnessed such agony. I seem to
have lived twenty years dming the last month. As I went from home to
home, into the darkened rooms, and saw th.e widow or mother sitting there
in her SOITOW, with the last letter received from the husband or son, and the
little children crying around, I could but weep with her, the sorrow was
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great and crushing, and with the sorrow came the awful question of support,
money stopped, credit gone with the breadwinner. Thank God, money for
immediate relief began to flow into my coffers instantly, and instantly it
was applied. I have the names of all the relatives of the lost dependant on
them known to the Admiralty, and all are being relieved, their homes and
furniture kept around them. According to their necessities they have had
very nearly what would have been theirs had the husband or son lived. I
hope to continue this until the Admiralty and Mansion.house Fund place
them above the risk of want. I feel that God has called me to stand to these
sorrowful ones in the place of the brave men who have laid down their lives,
and I ask Him to give me strength and needful help to do this. Mourning
has been most liberally sent, and we have been able to fit out the families
with that" bit of black" which shows the love felt to the departed.
Ooe of our foremost hymn-writers has just passed away, namely, the
Rev. JOHN ELLERTON, Rector of Barnes, Surrey. He was the author of
several well-known hymns, including the' Easter hymn, '" Welcome,
happy morning,' age to age shall say," &0., and the sweet evening hymn,
beginning" Saviour, again to Thy dear Name we raise,
With one accord, our parting hymn of praise;
We stand to bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly kneeling, wait Thy word of peace."

The Biblical nlu.stndor.

.

By the Rev. JOSEPH S. EXELL, M.A. London:
J ames Nisbet and Co.
THIS work promises to be an exceedingly useful ooe.
It consists
of anecdotes, similes, emblems, illustrations, expository, scientific,
geographical, historical, and homeletic, gathered from a wide range of
home and foreign literature, on the verses of the Bible. The volume
before us is that on the Gospel of St. Matthew, and contains an
immense number of valuable thoughts and useful textual divisions;
for example:Chap. xv. verses 17-20. "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,"
&c.
I. THE HUlIIILIATING TRUTH WHICH THE SAVIOUR HERE SETS
FORTH. n. THE TRUTHS WHICH ARE CONNECTED WITH THIS HU~lBLING
FACT.

1. We :J.re driven to believe in the doctrine of the fall. 2. It shows
the need of a new nature. 3. Admire the grace of God. 4. This doctrine
illustrates the doctrine of the atonement (C. H. F]nvrgeon). Sin deeply
seated :-He plainly tells us that the part of human nature which yi<Jlds
such poisonous fruit is not a bough which may be sawn off, a limb
which may be cut away, but the very core and substance of the man-his heart. He in effect tells us that lust does not come out of the eye
merely, but from the inmost nature of a depraved being. Murder comes
not in the first place from the hasty hand, but from a wild, ungovern·
able heart (Ibid.) Sin natural; you never need educate any man into
sin. As soon as ever the young crocodile has left its shell it begins to
act just like his parents, and to bite at the stick which broke the shell.
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The young tiger may be nUl'sed in your parlour, but it will develop ere
long the same thirst for blood as if it were in the forest. The serpent
is scarcely born before it rears itself and begins to hiss. So it is with
man; he sins as naturally as the young lion seeks for blood, or the
young serpent stores up venom (Ibid.) Sin inward :-If you can drive
a man from outward vice, how far have you improved him if he lives
in inward sin P You have benefited him as far as the sight of man is
concerned, but not before God. There was a man killed on Holborn
Hill this week, and I have heard that theIe was little or no external
appearance of injury upon the body. He had been crushed between
an omnibus and a cart, and all the wounds were internal, but he died
just as surely as if he had been beaten black and blue, or cut with a
thousand gashes. So a man may die of internal sin; it does not appear
outwardly for certain reasons, but he will die of it just the same if it
be within. Many a man has died from internal bleeding, and yet there
has been no wound whatever to be seen by the eye. You, my dear
hearers, may go to hell as well dressed in the garnishing of morality
as in the rags of immorality (Ibid.)
Chapter xix. vel'S 16-22. "And, behold, one came and said unto Him, Good
Master, what good thing shall I do P"-The young ruler :-1. A hopeful meeting.
It was-I. A young man-special promises to the young. 2. A meeting with
Christ-patient and physician. 3. One who was in earnest. Mark says, "He
came running." 4. One who had many rare qualities j "Jesus loved
him." 5. One who was bold (compare Nicodemus); yet reverent, for
he kneeled. n. An impo1'tant conve1·sation. It reveals: 1. Our sinfulness
-unable to keep the law. 2. Our pride-trusting to our own works.
3. Our idolatry-loving other things better than Christ. 4. Our only hope
of salvation-willing to leave all, take the cross, and follow Christ. Ill,
A S01"l'owful pa1·ting. 1. It was parting with Christ, therefore no hope.
2, It was a. deliberate parting-not a sudden step. 3, It was a final
parting. IV. ImpoTtant Lessons. How far some may advance and yet
not be sand. Abandon at once that which keeps us from Christ.

The Same LfYl'd. By E. C. MILLARD. London: E. Marlborough and Co.
THIS is an account, with some good illustrations, of a recent mission
tour in Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, by the Rev. GEORGE C.
GRUBB, compiled from diaries kept by members of the mission party.
There is too much-to our mind-of "what we did," and of "what
the Lord showed us," "told us to do," &c.; and of work which seemed
very much like human work only, and very superficial; but the mission services certainly attracted very much attention, and we may hope
that many grains of good seed were SOWIl, which will be fructified by
the Holy Spirit. The following notice of the mission by the Bishop
of Melbourne was published in an Australian paper, the Arg!~s:I may not pass unnoticed the remarkable mission conducted in Melbourne and other places in the colony by the Rev. G. C. GRUBB and his
associates. I will not apply to this movement the hackneyed word "successful," because time alone can prove the true success of spiritual work.
In all seasons of religious excitement there is, I believe, a considerable
proportion of rocky-ground hearers, who" Hear the word, and anon with
joy receive it, but have no root in themselves, and by-and-by are
offended." Some run well for a time, but a malign influence hinders
them. Some, like Demas, forsake Christ and His people, having loved
this present world. Nevertheless, it was a truly remarkable mission. It
was a phenomenon to witness the crowds who thronged the Cathedral
evening after evening, to hear the Gospel simply and earnestly proclaimed.
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I was thankful to hear it myself, and that such vast multitudes should
hear it also. It was the old, old story, but men listened as though they
had never heard it before. This might be partially accounted for, no
doubt, by the attractiveness of the preacher's natural gifts. A commanding presence, a voice of singular power and compass, action generally
graceful, appropriate, and energetic-these Daturlll endowments are his;
and I ma.y add to them an entire n.-eedom from conventionality in his
method and treatment. But in addition to all this, we may well believe
that the Holy Spirit of God accompanied the message to the hearts and
consciences of many who heard it. The preacher is a man of prayer, a
man of faith, a ma.n of burning zeal for the salvation of souls, a. man
who may say, "This one thing I do." As I listened, I felt that I couH
wish all my young clergy and candidates for holy orders to hear this
preacher.

'- .

We give the following extract from the book:What rejoiced our hellrts most the next day, was the testimony that
my uncle gave to Mr. GRUBB after the evening service. With his face
beaming, he said, that the Lord had saved him to the uttermost, and,
that "the very desire of drink was taken away when my nephew was
here in April last year."
There are very few families in the whole world who have not "a
skeleton in the cupboard," and I have my uncle's permission to insert
part of his story, for the encouragement of those who are pmying for
_ , the salvation of their lost relatives.
Some thirty years previously, wishing to make a new start, after many
downfalls in England, he was about to sail for the colonies. He met
my father in St. Paul's Churchyard, and there the two brothers said
good-by. My father's last words to him were, "Well, good.by, JOHN.
If we don't meet again on earth, let us meet in heaven." A year or two
after that my father died, and my poor uncle seemed to get into deeper
difficulty in the colonies than ever before.
His name was never mentioned before us as little children; but as we
grew older we were told the sad story. In 1889, when we were at the
Keswick Convention, the subject of "prayer for lost relatives and fritnds"
came up, and we as a family were led to send in a special request for
prayer at the morning meeting. We agreed, at whatever~cost to ourselves,
to definitely ask the Lord to save our uncle, and wrote the petition on
paper, and laid it before God to be answered for His glory. In April,
1890, nine months later, the Lord having guided my st'.lPS to Sydney, I
sought fol' the answer to our prayers. To cut a long story short, an
advertisement in the paper brought me a letter giving his address.
It mav well be imagined that it was not long before I was at his
humble a:bode, the door of which was opened to me by one whom I
seemed to recognize as having some family likeness.
His condition was miserable, and yet a flash of new hope seemed to be
in his face as he said, "Is it possible that one of my brother's children
should have sought me out?" " Yes, uncle," I said. "Is this you?" and
falling on each other's necks we completely broke down; but he asked
me to come into his bare room, and I told him that" the Lord had sent
me that he might be delivered from the power of the enemy." But this
only seemed to discourage him, for he said, "I've had friends before who
have done their best to help me. I've been to all sorts of services,
meetings, and Salvation Army gatherings; but its no use, I can't help
it."
Then the Lord showed me a point, so I said, "But uncle, haven't you
been told •never to say die,' and to 'take courage,' and 'be a man' and
•try again,' or 'pull yourself to~ether'?" "Yes," he said, "and it's all
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of no use. I do pull myself together, and have signed the pledge many
times; but after I have managed to get on a little and got decent clothes
to wear, suddenly, while I am walking down the street, the craving will
come upon me, and then if I ha,ve no money in my pocket, I would throw
off my coat and sell it to the first 'larrikin' for as many shillings as I
gave pounds for it; and so I am worse off than ever. I feel that it's no
use trying; it's too late."
" Oh," I said, "don't say it is too late, but let me tell you that in this
Bible God neve1' tells a man to try. Uncle, it is no use t1'ying, but all
through this book God tell us to tr1tst. And if you are willing to trust,
the Lord Jesus will not only forgive you your wicked life, but He will
cleanse away from you the very desire of drink." "But," said he, "if
that were so,.I might fall again if I were tempted and gave way, and I
feel that I can't do anything more. I'm bound to fall!" " No," I said,
"you must trust God even to do the keeping, after you have received
forgiveness and cleansing. ' I th~ L01'd do keep it; I will water it every
moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day.' " "That's not in
the Bible," said he. "Oh, yes, it is," I said. "Then please read it." So
I turned to Isaiah xxvii. 3, and read it again and again. That word
went home to his heart, and new hope dawned. Then, after a long time,
we snmmed up upon Isaiah xii. 2, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust and not be afraid: for the Lord J ehovah is my strength!"
As we knelt at the little wooden table the Lord caused the light to
break in upon this dark, discouraged, struggling soul, and, putting out
his right hand over the table and clenching his fist, he turned his heart to
the Almighty Saviour, and said, " , I will trust, and not be afraid.''' How
we cried with joy, and oh, what a sacred spot that was, and still remains ........in our memories! And how we praised God, too, for the knowledge that
by simply tmsting, a lifelong guilt was pardoned; by simply tru.sting, the
desire of old sins was completely taken away through the cleansing blood
of the Lamb of God; and that by silltply t1'ltsting, there came the assurance
that He who had promised would keep to the end. Praise be to the God
of all grace!
.
And now we had the joy of seeing him face to face again, eighteen
months afterwards, and to see and hear his clear testimony. Glory be
to Godl
01tr Holidays.
TVhere shall we Go? London: J. Shaw and 00., and
J. Kensit.
JUST published, and a very capital little guide for Ohurchmen it proves
to be. In these days of indifference, partly, as it is often argued, because
"We can't help ourselves-there's no choice," and partly on account of
that state of things into which England has drifted without inquiry or
protestation, this plain little guide to all our sea-side resorts advises
where to go and where not to go 1 A thick black line underlines
towns in which the established religion of Protestantism has been
displaced, and a service, alas! resembling Rome substituted. It is
grievous to run the eye over the many churches, and find how they
have thus drifted from the ancient landmarks. On the other side, it
is cheering to look at those places where a Protestant may go and find
rest and satisfaction in the simple worship of the church of his forefathers. May this little book go forward as a beacon light to warn,
encourage, and guide true Churchmen.
Received.-" The Blessed Dead in Paradise " ; " Amateur Gardening";
Eighty-sixth Annual Report of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society; The
Fortieth Annual Report of the Rescue Society, &c.
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