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"Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee
on the throne qf I8rael/ because the Lord love:l Israel, ther~fore
m.ade lIf? thee king, to dojudgmcnt andjustice."-l KINGS x. 9.

So testifieu Sheba's Queen concerning Solomon, after she had seen
his glory, heard his wisdom, and partaken of his bounty.
She
had brought with her from the South Country problems and
difficultics which she believed Solomon, the ,Vise, could alone
solve for her, and she had proved that he was master of them
all. "There was not anything hid from the king which he told
her not." She communed with him of all that was in her heart.
The magnificence of his court, the abundance of his table, the
attendance of his ministers and servants, and the " ascent" by
which the king" went up unto the house of the Lord," utterly
overcame her powers of admiration, and "there was no more
spirit left in her."
Now, in all these respects the king was a
type of the Lord Jesus Christ, for "a greater than Solomon is
here." The believer in Christ, as instructed by the Holy Spirit,
sees in the Scripture under notice the glories and perfections of
the Son of God, and like her of Sheba he admires, exclaims, and
adores.
Every word of the inspired passage, "Blessed be the
Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne
of Israel; because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made
He thee king, to do judgment and justice," belongs to God's
anointed and exalted Son. And He looks to his grace-saved
people to adopt them, and speak them to His praise. It well
becomes souls who have been made recipients of the clemency
and mercy of the Lord to rejoice in their King, and to testilY
the goodness of Ilis rule and the greatness of His kingdom.
Oh, fellow-believers in Him, what sweeter employ can be ours on
this side the heavenly glory than to eX'l.lt the Name and honour
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of Him who remembered us in our low estate, and called us out
of darkness into His marvellous light! Let us, then, consider
Jesus-King of the true Israel-let us magnify Him together.
Let us bless the Lord God for setting over us so gracious and
all-wise a Sovereign-one who rules in absolute righteousness and
truth.
1. Consider the Father's "delig1d" in His beloved Son. Did the
Lord delight in Solomon? "Blessed be the Lord thy God,
which delighted in thee"! He did indeed delight in him aud
that from his birth, for, by the mouth of N athan, the prophet,
He named him from heaven by the express title of "Jedidiah "
-beloved of the Lord (mctrgin, 2 Sam. xii. 25). But infinitely
greater was the delight of the Father in His only bcgotton Son!
Hear Him :-" Behold My Servant, whom I uphold, :Mino Elect,
in whom My soul delighteth" (Isaiah xlii. 1). Behold how He
loved Him! From the days of eternity Jesus was the Object of
the delight- of the "soul" of J ehovah, the Father. In the bosom
of the :Father-acquainted with all His thoughts and counsclsthe Son had ever dwelt when He came forth to "declare" the
salvation purposes of the Divine mind (John i. 18; Micah v. 2).
It u;:;ed to rejoice the heart of J esns when He was on earth to
tell of His abiding-place in the exceeding love of His Father
- " If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love;
even as I h:we kept My Father's commandments, and abide in
His love" (John xv. 10). "This is My Beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased," were words expressive of the Father's
" delight" when He audibly spake from heaven in testimony of
the preciousness of Christ. Yes ; Jesus was, is, and ever will be
the ., Altogether Lovely One" in the esteem of the heart of His
Father and our Father, of His God and our God. "Blessed be
the Lord Thy God, which delighted in Thee," oh, Saviour
Divine! We would that all our redeemed powers might be
continually occupied in the service of Thy praise, for "Thou art
worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honour and power"
(Rev. iv. 11). And these distinctions Thou hast received, Lord,
at the hands of the Father, for glory and honour and power has
He conferred on Thee, as Thou Thyself hast declared :-" All
power [authority, privilege, or right] is given unto Me in heaven
and in earth" (Matt. xxviii. 18). The perfect obedience of the
Lord Jesus, even unto death, and that the death of the cross,
met all the requirements of the Law-that Law which, by
reason of our sinful inability to keep it, was "against us." In
the substitutionary service and su:fferings of His beloved Son,
the God of justice received infinite satisfaction. The pleasure of
the Lord prospered in His hand (Isaiah liii. 10).
2, Because of the Father's" deligltt" in His dew' SOli, He set
Him 11pon the throne of Israel. "Blessed be the T..1ord thy God,
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whioh delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel."
Christ sits to-day on a throne of majesty and powcr whioh
Solomon's ivory and golden throne only faintly prefigured, yet we
may profitably notioe that even Solomon's throne was designated
by the title of' God's throne-" which delighted to set thee on
].fis throne" (2 Chron. ix. 8). Of course, the title was merely
one of a typioal character, for where is Solomon's throne to-day?
J3ut, the glorious throne of Him, whom the Father has delighted
to set at His own right hand, endureth for ever. Zion-the
Church of the living God-is that throne ;--" Yet have I set My
king upon My holy hill of Zion " (Psalm ii. 6). We are distinctly
told in the Soriptures of Truth that God's King has been set at His
own right hand in the heavenly places, "far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that
is named, not only' in this world, but also in that which is to
come; and hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to
be Head over all things to His Churoh, which is His body, the
fulness of Him that filleth all in all" (Ephes. i. 20-23). And
who can picture adequately the delight of Jhe Father when He
received back into Ilis bosom the Beloved'~' of His soul! Who
can entor into the joy of God when, before the adoring multitudes
f angels and Old Testament saints, He witnessed to the meetness
of rrjoicing and being glad, for" this My Son was dead, and is
alive again"! Oh, dear people of God, do we-even in any
nlrnsure-realize what the experience of our heavenly Father's
heart must have been when He enthroned our adorable Saviour
in the hcaven of heavens after having, so lately, hidden from
Him the consolations of His countenance on Calvary, and
constituted Him--/or our sakes-a curse! (Gal. iii. 13.)
3. But, another reason is assigned for the royal exaltation of
Jesus to be Head over the Church, namely, the lo/)e God bore His
OOL'enant people. "Beoause the Lord loved IS1"ael for e/)e1', therefore
made He thee king." The presoient wisdom of J ehovah recognised the need His dependent saints would have of a Leader and
Commander-a King after God's own heart. Christ was, thereI'orc, " set up from everlasting" to be Israel's Ruler. When at
fll'st the Lord gave the earthly nation a visible governor, it is
sald of him, "I gave thee a king in Mine an,qer" (Hosea xiii. 11),
bnt when lIe appointed a King to watch over the present and
etornal interests of His spiritual Israel-the very seed of Abraham
-lie gave them a King in His lo/)e. Yes," because the Lord
loved Israel for ere?'," He chose them a King for ever. J eSllS
was anointed an everlasting King. No contingencies or possible
forfeitures attached to the royal offioe of Israel's Divine King.
"He sitteth a King for ever." The changeless love of the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ toward His chosen ones
secures them the royal offices of Christ, both in this world and
2
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in that which is to come. "In this was mamfested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent His Only-begotten Son
into the world that we might live through Him" (1 John iv. 9).
The exceeding love of the Father for His chosen ones-" by
nature children of wrath, even as others "-determined that none
less exalted, less honourable, less mighty, or less bountiful in the
government of His Church should hold sway over them and their
interests. How marvellous is the thought that Jesus, as the Son
of Man, has acquired the throne, the sceptre, and the crown
through the exceeding great love borne by His Father to Hi&
people!
4. And, lastly, we may well ask :-If Solomon ezccllecl in Ms
administration, ruling tcith "Judgment and JU8tice," halO ?lwch I?W1"e'
does Ohrist, with discernment and integrity, rn!e ove1' tlip Israel
of God? True, we see not yet all things put under ]Jis feet.

Yet, His kingdom daily increases and His foes are being made
His footstool. That inspired prediction of Isaiah's is no dcad
letter which proclaims of the" Son given "-" Of the increase of
His government and peace there shall be no end upon the
throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to order it and to establish
it with judgment and with justice, from henceforth and even for
ever. '.rhe zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this"
(Isaiah ix. 7). The kingdom of darkness, we may believe, daily
yields to the King of kings-and that from the very abodes of
heathen cruelty and ignorance-vast accessions of souls. Not
one day since Pentecost itself has been barren in results
consequent on the prosecution of the King's salvation-work.
Each day the words recorded in the Acts of the Apostles have
had their fulfilment--" And the Lord added to the Church daily
such as should be saved" (Acts ii. 47). There is no failure ill
the regal rule of Christ. The pleasure of the Lord prospers in
His hand. True that crises arise in the course of the ages when
Satan and his agents seem to succeed in arresting the
triumphant progress of the Redeemer's cause and kingdom. As
at the present hour in China, the witnesses may be slain, the
voice of Gospel testimony be hushed, and the mysterious
providences of Zion's King may bailie human reasonings, yet the
royal prerogative of making the wrath of man to yield honour,
praise, and glory to the Most High continues unimpeached and
indestructible. It is divinely recorded, for instance, that when
Saul made havoc of the Church at Jerusalem and faithful
Stephen was stoned to death by the fanatical enemies of the
Gospel of God's grace, the remnant "therefore went everywhere
preaching the 'Word" (Acts viii. 4). Thus, then, beloved in the
Lord, let us simply and fully trust in the sovereignty and
sufficiency of the enthroned One, and wait patiently to see Him
put down all false rule and Satanic opposition-for God loves
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His saints with a superlative love, and delights in His exalted
He will not suffer His promises
Son with ineftable joy.
made. to Ohrist to miscarry-all must be fulfilled in due time.
Has He not spoken, saying, "Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee
the heatlten for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for Thy possession"? Amongst those far-off peoples He
has His "hidden ones" of whom He has declared, "I am found
of. them that sought Me not; I said, Behold Me, behold
Mc, unto a nation that was not called by My name"
(Isaiah lxv. 1; Rom. x. 2fl). And so also in the experience of
the individual child of God. He finds the Oanaanite is still in
~he ~a~d, that the flesh lusteth against the spirit, that the spirit
is wl11mg but the flesh is weak, that when he v:ould do good
evil is present with him, that, so far as self is concerned he
?ontinues to be a "wretched man "-yet, faith knows that Ohrist
IS on the throne of discrimination and equity, and will not
suffer sin to have "dominion" over those who are H under
gl:ace." He also knows that it is by these experiences of conflict
wIth sin that men-men of God-live, and that it is by a
personal passing through these painful straits "the life of the
Spirit" is made manifest.
. Oh, brethren in Ohrist, be it yours and mine to be ever found
111 the frn,me of mind which characterised the Queen of Shebapraising the ICing, admiring with joyful hearts the excellencies
of' J lis rule, and adoring Him upon the throne of Divine right·
OUSHess and truth.
TirE EDITOR.

"THE

GOOD
(JOHN

SHEPHERD."
x. 1l.)

HE laid down His life for the sheep,
Himself for their ransom He gn,ve ;
His own from the spoiler He'll keeo,
For is He not" mighty to save" ?

His love is a boundless abyss,
Which angels delight to explore;
Himself-the gund centre of bJissHis saints shall for ever adore.

I ris purpose that led Him to die,

Oh, who would not love Thee, dear
Lord!
And long in Thy presence to
stand;
Thine infinite grace to record,
At Home with the glorified
band-

StlLUds firm as the throne of our
God;
TTc came from His glory on high,
And bought the poor sheep with
His blood.
He loved thcm when wandering
n,str:1Y;
And will He not love to the end?
He guides them through all the
rough way,Their faithful, infallible Friend.
S Gal'bm'oug h.

Who, casting their fetters aside,
Have burst from their prisons of
clay;
In glory with Thee to abide
In the realms of unending day?
W. S. ROBINSON.
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FOLLOWING

~lolr.5.
OHRIST.

"The?! jollowed JeS1ts."-JoIIN i. 37.

How inexpressibly precious to the heart of the sinner whom Divine
grace has convinced is one peculiarly suitable quality in Jesus, our
Great High Priest, namely, that He "can have compassion on the
ignorant and on them that are out of the way." Sinners," out of the
way," are all God's people "by nature." Our Adam-birth constituted
us aliens from God. In our first head and fathH we fell-utterly
apostatised-from our Oreator, and were judicially and righteously
expelled from His presence. "So the Lord God drove out the man"
(Gen. iii.) "All we like sheep have gone astray; we h:wo turned
everyone to his own way." The true verdict of the "Vol'cl, the
legal sentence of God's lips, is, "They are all gone out of tho way"
(Rom. iii. 12). "The way of peace have they not known" (ver. 17).
Yet, dear fellow"believers, it was when we were still dead in sins,
and were found in the way of destruction, that the love and pity
of Jehovah contemplated us, and laid help for us on the "Mighty
One."
The compassions of the Lord not only "failed not," but
flowed forth towards us in fullest volume and strelJgth. It was
when we were in "our low estate" that the God of mercy and truth
"remembered us." It was "when we were yet without strength that
Ohrist died for the ungodly." It was "out of the world" that we
were chosen (John xv. 19). It was when we were" cast out," to the
loathing of our persons, that He "passed by," and made His freegrace visit "the time of love" (Ezek. xvi.) Oh, brethren in Ohrist,
let us more habitually d well upon the compassions of Jesus,
His first dealings with our souls, His gentle, gracious drawing
of us unto Himself-upon the day
of small things, and
upon the day of our espousals.
We do well to look to the
rock whence we were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence
we were digged, if only to realize and admire the depths to which
Jesus descended in order to bling us up, and to praise and glorify
the tenderness of the mercy which placed us upon the :E:ock and theu
ordered our goings in God's way. Oh, let us trace, and trace againeach redeemed one for himself-the great Shepherd's seeking and
bringing of us who once were so far, so very far from God-the
circumstances in which He found us, the deep soul-exercises through
which He led us, and the new strange paths in which our feet were
Divinely guided. "Thou shalt 1'emembe1' all the way by which the
Lord thy God hath led thee." By the Spirit and the Word we were
instructed to know oursolves undone, dofiled, helpless, rebel-hearted
sinner.., and to seo, feel, and own that nothing could avail our need
but the freest favour and most sovereign grace of Him against whom
Then it was, beholding the Lamh
we had grievously transgressed.
of God by faith-trembling, child-like faith-we learned the peacebringing truth that, in virtue of the substitutionary sacrifice of
Jesus, a holy, sin-bating God can "be just" and yet be " the Justifier
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of him that believeth in Jesus" (Rom. iii. :36). Then, farther, how
profitable to the dear people of God it is to dwell upon the effica,cy
of that grace which not only sought and found them when they
were out of the way, but which also secuTecl them from ever
returning again to a world of sin and rebellion against God, It is
sweet truth, and one to be remembered continually, that the Lord
"keepeth the feet of His saints." "He holcleth our souls in life"
(Psalm lxvi. 9).
The design of the Lord in calling sinners to the saving knowledge
of Himself is that they may follow him-follow Him fully. He draws
them after Himself by the attraction of His adorable Person and suitable
offices, and they obediently tread in His steps. He Himself is "the
Way." The two disciples who heard John the Baptist proclaim,
"Behold the Lamb of God!" looked, and immediately followed Him.
Not a hint is forthcoming of any hesitation on their part.
" And
Jesus turned," we are told, "and saw them following." Yes; He well
knows the virtue that goes out of Himself when He wills to draw
His beloved people to His side. And then His question, "What seek
ye? " How lovingly He leads them on, and teaches them more
perfectly the grace that is in His heart! Those who have His Spirit
delig'ht to dwell with Him. "Master, where dwellest Thou 1" is the
fervent request of their soul. "Oome and see," He invitingly responds.
Thus:
They follow Him, as Sheep theiT ShepheTd. He goeth before them.
They love to walk in fellowship with their Lord. They hearken to His
voice bidding them onwards, and calling them in gentle tones by their
names. IIis voice they distinguish amongst all other voices, for they
can never forget the music of His lips when at first He addressed them
in their sore distress, "Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee."
Just as we find Saul of Tarsus repeating from time to time, in the Acts
of the Apostles, the very words which Jesus spoke to him on the
occasion of his call by grace, so every true child of God retains a
vivid remembrance of the first sweet utterance of the Good Shepherd's
mouth, the very tones of His loving voice being cherished amongst
the most sacred "tokens for good." Yes, it is indeed a "following
on," day by day. The Oovenant Guide of "the flock of slaughter"
bids His sheep follow in His own footsteps. He is always before
them. Even when the mists of earth becloud His form, He is still at~
their head.
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me" (Psalm xxxiii. 4). He
well knows the road to Zion. He has trodden every step of it. The
lion and the bear may threaten His feeble sheep and lambs, and our
poor hearts, dear brethren, may quail in presence of our malignant
foes, but"J esus is our Shepherd; folded in His arm,
Though the wolves may ravin, none can do us harm."
Just as David intimately knew all the mountain passes, the valleys, and
hills of Judea, and led his little band of dependent followers through
them in safety, so Jesus "knoweth the way that we take" (Job. xxiii.
10), and will certainly guide us. How sweet and how true, beloved,
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are the words of the Psalmist, "So He fed [or shepherded] them
accordin7 to the integrity of His heart, and guided them by the skilfulness of His hands" (Psalm lxxl'iii. 2). Ah, those are the" strong consolations" of our sonls-" integrity" and "skilfulness." Those two
qualities in the Great Shepherd meet all the requirements of those who
meekly and trustingly "follow Him."
2. They" follow Him" as Servants a Master. This was the lesson
Jesus impressed on His disciples when He stooped to wash their feet
in the supper-room.
"Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye say
well, for so I am. If I, then, your Lord and Master, have washed
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet.
For I have
gi ven you an example that ye should do as I lave done to you.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his
lord" (John xiii. 13.16). Oh, for grace to learn from our Divine
Master how to stoop low-very low! The place assigned liS by
the force of our adorable Lord's example is at each othor's feet.
"Ye ought to wash one another's feet." Alas, how we neglect this
sacred injunction to serve one another by love! How truly "far
off" we follow Jesus as our Master and Lord! With shame we
cover our faces when we recall our practical unlikeness to Him in
this matter of ministering to the comfort of the hearts of our
fellow-disciples.
Oh, that His touching humility and tender compassion toward His servants may melt our proud, selfish hearts, and
mightily constrain us to follow in His steps. "Learn of Me," is His
command, and truly His commandment is "not grievous." His yoke
is easy.
To wear His likeness is 110 weary burden. His joy was
to serve. "I am among you as one that serveth," were His gracious
words.
3. Again; His people "follow Him" as an Army its Captain. The
trumpet in this warfare gives forth no uncertain sound. Jesus has
girded on His sword, He has bent His bow, He has spoiled principalities and powers, He has gotten Himself the victory. Oaptivity
itself He has led captive. Having overcome the sharpness of death,
He has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. He bids them
but follow on. ",Faint, yet pursuing," they, through grace, press
forward.
Knowing that salvation's battle has really been won, in
single combat, by Him who undertook His Ohurch's causo, they hopefully lean on His vVord, "Be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world." The fair" armies" of Ohrist "follow Him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean" (Rev. xix. 14). Faith, wrought
in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, credits the plain declarations of
God's sure vVord-" Sin shall not have dominion over you" (Rom. vi.
14); "Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world"
(1 John iv. 4); "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered"
(Matt. x. 30); "La, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world" (Matt. xxviii. 20); "Kept, by the power of God, through
faith, unto salvation" (1 Pet. i. 5); (; They shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them ont of My hand" (John x. 28); "More
than conquerors. through Him that loved us" (H,om. viii. 37). Oh,
fellow-soldiers in the ranks of Ohrist's bluod-bought army, "What
shall we say to these things ~ " What can we say ~ "Himself hath
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done it." His is the praise. "Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and
the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty" (1 Ohron.
xxix. 11). Eternity alone will afford the redeemed of the Lord an
adcquate opportunity to magnify the grace of Him who "trod the
winepress alone."
4. Lastly, they follow Him as Israel of old followed the Ark and the
Pillar of cl01td and fir-e. God never withdrew the visible token of His
presence from the desert-journeying people.
Their encampments,
sojournings, and departures were all regulated by the Pillar-whether
by clay or by night. The redeemed people" followed" the will of God
as it was revealed by the actings of the Pillar. So now we, whom the
Spirit of grace has separated unto God, are called to walk daily, and
in all things, according to the word of God's mouth) as unfolded to
us by" the same Spirit." Faith sees through the veil, gazes on the
blood-sprinkled ark-the mercy-seat-and is ready to go, or to tarry,
even as the voice of the Lord from above the mercy-seat determines.
"Anywhere with Jesus, says the Christian's heart;
Anywhere with Jesus, so we do not part."
"If Thy presence go not up with us, carry us not hence," is the
genuine, simple, loving desire of the followers of the Lamb.
Thus, then, beloved in Ohrist, let us seek to follow our faithful
Shepherd, our adorable Master, our victorious Oaptain, the Ark of our
salvation, the Pillar of guidance. Soon, soon we shall behold Himthrough the efficacy (If His blood and righteousness-face to face;
and then shall be brought to pass that which is written of the
saints: "These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He
goeth.
These were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits
unto God and to the Lamb" (Rev. xiv. 4).
J. O.

A TENTH OF ALL.
"TAKE it quick, quick," said a merchant, who had promised, like
Jacob, to return to the Lord a tenth of all that He should give him,
and found that it amounted to so large a sum, that he said, "I cannot give so much," and set aside a smaller amount.
Then his
conscience smote him, and, coming to himself, he said, "What! can I
be so mean ~ Because God has thus blessed me that I have tbis large
profit, shall I now 1'ob Him of His portion!"
And fearing his own
selfish nature, he made baste to place it beyond his reach in tbe
treasury of the Lord, coming almost breathless to the pastor's house,
and holding the money in his outstretched hand.

THERE are three things that a Ohristian should know: His own
misery, God's love, and his own thankful obedience. His misery, how
just! God's love, how free, how undeserved! his own thankfulness
how due, how necessary!
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'iilgrim 'i aptrs.
"WHERE HAST ,]~HOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
THE BELIEVElt'S COURSE. (ACTS xxvii.)
(Continued fTom page 472.)

"HOWBEIT we must be cast upon a certain island." This must seems
to contradict the former, "Thou m1lst stand before Cffisar." So often
is it the will of God by some other word of God to test the faith
already given by putting death upon the promise, that the emphatic,
"I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me," may be the
simple believer's testimony, and regulate his actions. So David on
two occasions (Psalms Ix. and cviii.) says, "God hath spoken in His
holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley
of Succoth. [1 will measure the land as one that takes possession.]
Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; " .. over Edom will I cast out
my shoe; Philistia, triumph thou because of me." This is faith's looting, and there is "the key found" to this experience in those swcet
lines of F. R. HAVERGAL'S"We cannot doubt when once the ear of listening faith hath heard,
With all responsive thrill of love, the music of His Word:
He gives the witness that excels all argument or sign;
When we have heard it for ourselves, we 7mow it is Divine!"
We may have to await the fulfilment during many long years. Some
of us have known the assurance given as we prayed that" we had the
petition we desired of Him" literally accomplished, in every clause of it,
after forty-one year8, and say with Caleb, "And now, behold-, the Lord
hath kept me alive." So firm had been the belief we m1lst live to see
it come to pass, that we take our stand with the Apostle, and say
respecting other things yet waited for, ,. Be of good cheer: for I betiev
God, that it shall be even as it was told me," and the promise of
1 John v. 15, becomes a rooted conviction on which faith rests; nor
shall the expectation be cut off, though heaven and earth pass away.
As TRAPP quaintly observes, "God's promises are good freehold."
"But when the fourteenth night was come." Who shall describe
those fourteen nights of anguish? "I am full of tossings to and fro,
until the dawning of the day." Night is the period "when all the
beasts of the forest do cretlp forth. The young lions roar after their
prey, and seek their meat from God" (Psalm civ. 21, 22). "Your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour" (1 Peter v. 8); he takes advantage of night and
seasons of darkness of soul to roar, where he may not devour, for he
has to "seek his meat from God," and He will never give a child of God
over for a prey into his teeth. Fourteen nights, whether of natural
or soul darkness, with th.e sound of his roaring, must be a terrible
experience. Probably few believers escape a taste of it, though even
this is among the" all things" that" work together for good," by manifesting more of His love and tenderness, who is "a very present help."
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" As we wele driven up and down in Adria." There is no serene course
for any long period. "It is written," " They shall walk up and down
in His name, saith the Lord" (Zech. x. 12), in the narrow way that
le:tdeth unto life, and so here it is des.c;ribed as being driven up and
down on the sea of Adria. "About midnight the shipmen deemed
that they drew near to some country." Truly," The shore we hope to
land ou, only by report is known." We often deem ourselves drawing
near to it, when our Father ~ays, "Not yet, My child; a little more
rough tossing." "They sounded, and found it twenty fathoms; and
when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found
it fifteen fathoms." A soul in the depths of trouble is sure to have
many searchings of heart to ascertain its whereabouts. Whither am I
tending ~ Shall I make shipwreck of faith and a good conscienoe at
last ~ This is to "do business in great waters." Often increased bodily
weakness, together with intimations from those who watch the disease,
create a very distressing sounding of the depths, in one who is rapidly
approaching the unknown shore without a good hope through grace or
reaching the desired haven. Ye who know what this means, or similar
soul-conflict, cry, "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me,
and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting," for otherwise it is in vain for
your spirit to make diligent search. Then ask the Pilot at the helm
of human affairs to steer you safely into the port of peace, "casting
all your care upon Him, for He careth for you."
"Then fcaring lest we should have fallen upon rocks." U nbelief
creates the feal', the pit, and the snare. Had they believed God's
word spoken by Paul, they would have been kept from fear of rocks,
in calm assuranco of being cast on some islatJd. Yet there is also a
godly fear, which is not only warranted by Scripture, but five times in
one chapter (Ileb. xii.) we are admonished to exercise this "fearing
lest."
In times of chastening and affliction, while "looking unto
Jesus," we are exhorted to "consider Him, lest J e be weariecl and
faint in your minds" (ver. 3). " Wherefore lift up the hands that hang
down, and the feeble knees; and make straight paths for your feet, leot
that which is lame be turned out of the way" (ver. 12, 13). "Looking
diligently, lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you; lest there be any fornicator or profane
person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright"
(ver. 15, 16). No Antinomian security is sanctioned by the Word of
God. "The soul of the diligent shall be made fat," and this diligence
is consistent with reliance upon the promise of being saved at last, and
savr(l by grace.
W hat means did they make use of ~ "They cast four anchors out of
the stern "-that is, looking back upon the course the vessel had
taken. This is in spiritual harmony with God's command, "Remember
the clay when thou camest forth out of Egypt all the days of thy life"
(Dent. xvi. 3), the clay of redemption from a worse bondage than that
of Egypt. Oast an anchor, 0 tempest-tossed soul, upon that ground of
hope! Hath the Lord redeemed thee with the price of His own most
precious blood, and will He leave thee ""'at last in the power of the
enemy ~ Then," Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord thy God led
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thee, to humble thee and to prove thee, and to know what was in
t.hine heart" (Deut. viii. 2). Oast an anchor in the review of past
deliverances, gracious dealings, Divine providences, striking interpositions,
and proofs of watchful care over thee, for surely hope will draw the
sweet inference"He who hath helped me hitherto
Will help me all my j011rney through."
" Remember His marvellous works that He hath doue, His wonders and
the judgments of His mouth" (1 Chron. xvi. 12). Cast an anchor in
recalling the mighty acts of your God in days of old; consider the
wonders of His outstretched arm. Surely hope will rovive in contemplating "Him with whom wo have to do." Lastly, "ltcmember
the word that I said unto you" (John xv. 20). Oast an anchor upon
the faithful word of promise spoken to your heart in clays that :ue
past and already fulfilled to you, as well as that which you so ofton
remind the Faithful PromiseI' of, "l~emember the wonl unto Thy
servant, upon which Thou hast caused mp, fo hope" (PoaIm cxix. 19). "Tho
word of my Lord the King shall now be for rest." Even amidst
stormy tumult these jow' anchors will kecp the soul in some measure
stayed upon Him. "They cast four anchors out of the stern, and
wished for the day." Oh for the Sun of Righteomness to arrive, with
healing in His wings!
Oh for the Light of life to shine forth upon
one who is walking in darkness, and hath no light! (Isaiah J. 10.)
"Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appeariug of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 13), "Until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts" ('2 Peter i. 19).
(1'0 be continlted.)

LIBERTY.-A FRAGMENT.
Word of God declares, "Blessed is he whose transgressinn is
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the J.Jord
imputeth not iniquity." The believing reader either can put his seal
to this testimony, or it is his earnest desire so to do. The Apostle
quotes these words of the Psalmist as applicable to tbe case of
Abraham, who received the blessedness of justification without the
deeds of the law. The promise given to faith he staggered not at through
unbelief, "being fully persuaded that, what God had promisecl. He was
able also to perform." In viewing this important subject a little more
closely, as applicable to the children of God, it is not out of place to
glance at the opinions commonly entertained with regard to certainty of
a personal interest in salvation. There are many Ohristian people who
would not for worlds assert that man has any power or free-will
ability in the matter of regeneration, or to come to Ohrist and take
the first step in the Divine life, or in any way, directly or indirectly,
get the advance of God towards the kingdom of grace. They are
sound and clear upon this important point, that God must begin with
a sinner, or no sinner will ever begin with Gorl. So far so good; but
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here they stop; for when it comes to the spirit of adoption, whereby
the believer cries, "Abba, Father," they turn to the deeds of the law,
take this matter out of the hands of the Spirit, and lay the burden
weight, and responsibility of the liberation of the soul upon the
believer to work out and maintain. Thus the sovereignty and Divine
power that they freely admit in the act of regeneration, they deny
ur cancel in the matter of adoption. The commonly received idea
with many is, that the believer who is the subject of the new birth
is set up with a stock in haud by grace, and it is his work to make
use of this capital for his enlargement and enjoyment of Gospel
mercies-to him is committed a spiritual power, and this power he
can and ought to use for the benefit and comfort of his soul. This
afl'oI'fls a wide opportunity for creature ability to disport itself, and
put man into the office which the Holy Ghost alone can perform.
Say some-and we quote the head master's words of this school in
divinity-" Siu must be put away, first of alL" "And which of the
thousand? JI was the telling inquiry of a poor trembler in Zion,
who, above all things upon earth, desired to know he was a saved
soul.
Says another authority, "First. of all, you have to seek, to learu,
and then to hold fast." 'This is plainly law, and not Gospel.
Another and an easier remedy proposed is on this wise: " The
Gospel which is preached in the New Testament is not, You must
believe that J oms of Nazareth is yow' Christ, your Saviour, but that
He is the Christ" the Saviour j and if you believe that, you have a
right to look upon Him as your Saviour." This may suit a surface
religion and an unsound experience, but the .living children of God
will not rest satisfied with the loose generality of such a persuasion
as this.
Another authority of note say~, "To lmow my sins are forgiven, and
to feel they are forgiven, are two different things. The right way to
settle whether our sins are forgiven is to refer to the Word of God
alone. I must take God at His woru. I must believe that what He
says is true." This is simply a natural faith, which, by the exercise
of the natural mind, reCEives the Word in the letter, without any
reference to the Spirit of God.
Another writer of note comes down upon the poor bondaged believer
with a very heavy blow. He says: ".Remember, what you call your
inability God calls your guilt j and that this inability is a wilful thing.
It was not put into you by God, for He made you with the full power
of doing everything He tells you to do. That inability of yours is a
fearrulJy wicked thing. It makes you more like the devil than anything
else." This is to strike the dying dead. But it is needless to multiply
extracts and to repeat arguments, only too well known to the people of
God, which are proved to be of man by their failure to produce the
intended result. They are all based upon the foundation of Arminianism,
the hidden or exposed object of which is, to place in the sinner a power
which belongs to God alone j but," A man can receive nothing except
it be given him from heaven." This class of divines, when argued
with, readily say, "Of course, we know that. We believe it is the
Spirit's work as much as you do." Then, it may be asked, "Why is
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His power practically denied ~ Why is the office of the Holy Ghost
excluded from the important work of liberating bandaged souls ~ And
why is truth crushed under the weight of error 1 The fact is, "'With
the heart man believeth," and" Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh." A sound experience makes a sound divine; and those
who are taught of the Spirit, and led by the Spirit, have the promise
of Ohrist fulfilled in the heart, "When He, the Spirit of truth, is
come, He will guide you into all truth"; and the proof is, "He shall
glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine and show it unto you." And
when this is done) divine truth becomes a matter of experience. The
Covenant of grace includes the complete salvation of the Church of God
from first to last. Its plan, its performance, and the Spirit of adoption
realized, is as much the purpose, promise, and gift of Go(l, as the call
-of the sinner from darkness to light by regeneration.
"This is the
work of God, that ye believe"; and every stage and degree of faith,
from the first feeling of sin and guilt to the last hallelujah utterOI)
this side the grave-every petition, every sigh) every song-is alike
produced in the soul by the Holy Ghost. The Covenant of grace secures
the office.work of the Spirit of God on behalf of every elect sinner; 111Hl
the terms are thus declared in Holy Writ, "I will," and" they shall."
All that is requsite for the peace, enjoyment, and salvation of the child
-of God is a matter of Divine decree. This is the good news revealed to
faith in "the Gospel of the grace of God," that the same sovereign love and
power that wrought out salvation for the sinner will work in him all that
is requisite to salvation, the end and the way being alike the Covenant
care of a Covenant God and Father in Christ Jesus. The spirit of adoption is declared in Scripture under various terms: such as, " Remission of
sins" (Acts v. 31); "Sealing of the Spirit" (2 Cor. i. 22); "Witness
of the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 16); "Spirit of assurance," which in the
Word is spoken of as three-fold "Assurance of understanding"
(Col. ii. 2); "Assurance of faith" (Heb. x. 22); "Assurance of hope"
(Heb. vi. 11).
.
In the Old Testament the same blessing is revealed as "Pardon"
(Micah vii. 18); and in the New, "Forgiveness" (Eph. i. 14).
It is called "the Spirit of liberty" (2 Cor. iii. 17), in allusion
to the year of Jubilee, when the captives were loased, and
debtors were free" (Lev. xxv. 9, 10). It is called "the Spirit of
truth" (John xv. 26), as the means whereby souls are set at liberty,
.and "the Spirit of promise" (Eph. i. 13), to apply to the soul words
with power "that shall speak and not lie," and in due time shall be
fulfilled.
The various terms given in Scripture to the same truth are full
of Divine teaching; for the Spirit of God, in His office as a
Comforter, is pleased to use one or other of these blessed varieties,
whereby the children of God are led into the experience of the grace
of the doctrines, though intellectually they may overlook the fad
that one embraces all. It is a matter of Covenant purpose and
promise that all the elect of God shall come under Gospel power,
and that in heart-teaching, "All thy children shall be taught of
God," is "a decree which altereth not"; but the Lord does not say
how, when, and where this is to be brought about. "It is the glory
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of a king to conceal a matter"; and as the plan is laid in Divine
sovereignty, so all the issues of it are according to the sovereign will
of God. Sometimes, close upon regeneration, the Lord is pleased to
bestow the blessing of adoption. Sometimes the Spirit gently clears
the way in the soul, and, by opening up gradually this privilege, is
pleased to give to the heart a sweet assurance of childship. Again,
others are led long in a dark and intricate path, as to doubts about
their safety. This is their paramount trial, whatever others they
may have, "How will it be with me at last ~" "Where shall I stand
at the great day of the Lord?"
" What if my name should be left out
When Thou for Thine shalt call?"
But the mourners in Zion shall not be forgotten of the Lord.
They may have a lifetime to wait, to weep, to pray; but, if it is not.
till the closing scene, a faithful Christ will be true to His word, "I
will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also."
A MEDITATION.

"A stranger with l'hee.-PsALlI1 xxxix. 12.
whilst staying in Switzerland, I listened to a sermon from
these words. My hearing being very imperfect, I caught little of the
sermon, beyond the beautifully-pointed distinction between the expressions, "A stranger to Thee," and, "A stranger ~vith Thee." In these
little words "to" and "with" lie all the difference between danger
and safety, between misery and joy, between storm and calm, between
him that loveth God and him that loveth Him not.
But the words of the text brought on a full and suggestive line of
thought, and very sweet realization of the companionship and power
and preciousness of the Lord Jesus. Just then I was feeling in verity
a stranger in a foreign lands-a foreign tongue all round, foreign names,
foreign sights, foreign sounds, which all vividly gave emphasis to the
words, "I am a stranger." Stranger indeed in a deeper sense, inasmuch as among all around there was no onfl with whom I could speak
of Christ. So in many ways, dear reader, I was just then feeling a
,stranger. As the beautiful hymn says-

RIWENTLY,

"Our restless spirits yearn for Thee,
Where'er our changeful lot is cast."
Yes, and yearns to speak oj Him as well as to Him. So, amid
deopest beauty of nature, one ever longs to hold fellowship with the
children of God.
But oh, how sweetly those words, "With Thee," came hon1l'l' to the
soul-a stranger, but not alone-a stranger with Him. "Lo, I am
with y01b always." "He hath said, I will never leave thee." He ,Himself, when on earth, said, "I am not alone"; "the Father hath not left
me alone": and His children are likewise privileged to know that they
are never alone-always with Him, and He with them-eternally linked
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together. "I in them, they in Me-one in Us." Whether we -wal,e
or sleep, together with Him. Blessed union! For life or death, in
joy or sorrow, at home or abroad, wherever, whatever, always
"together with Him." Oh, that marvellous oneness with Christ!
"Who shall separate 1" Nothing, no one. "I amperstiaded," writes
the Apostle, and then enumerates all that might, humanly speakAnd so we walk with Jesus, talk with
ing, divide, but cannot.
Jesus, live with Jesus, die with Jesus, and reign with J esns.
These are not original thoughts, and are very simple, but oh,
beloved in Christ, they are strangely overpowering, and seem
ever fresh and ~weet to "strangers with Him."
And, in utter
loneliness with Him, how constant and full the communion! He
pours one sweet revelation aft.er another, in glad and swift succession, into the listening, rejoicing heart, "He will show them
His Cuvenant." Shall we ever know all the love ano. faithfulness,
even in glory 1 Methinks eternity will unfold continually phase after
phase of the love which created, and had patience with, and died for,
and will not let us go. Writing of patience, I do feel more and more
overcome with the patience of God, not only with the wide.spreading
indifference, and blasphemy, and opposition of those who know II i rn
not, but with the many, many secret twinings and intertwinings of sin
The more closely he
which constantly beset the Christian pilgrim.
cleaves to the Person and love of his Master, Friend, and Saviour,
the more fully he discovers, bathed in clearer light, the utter sinfulness of his own nature.
"Vile and full of sin I am,"
but oh, how blessed to be enabled to say, by the Holy Spirit,
adoring Christ as a Substittde,
"Thou art full of truth and grace."
"Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
Grace to cover all my sin."
Have you ever noticed, dear reader, the responsi've language ill the
Word of God ~ Thus," I am a stranger and a sojourner with Thoe";
aud, in Leviticus xxv. 23, His response, "Ye are strangers and
sojourners with Me" 1
The Israelites were passing through alien countries; they were a
chosen, peculiar people, their distinguishing mark-the Lord's own
redeemed people. "N[y people." We, the spiritual Israel, are passing
likewise amongst alien people, those who know Him not, love Him
not; but to us, as to them, He says, "Ye are strangers and sojourner.with Me." "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price."
"JJly people." "Sons and daughters." "Joint heirs with Christ."
"Strangers with me," strangers in a changeful, transitory world;
strangers amid those who know not Me; strangers in a foreign country,
journeying home. But fear not the journey, fear not the dangers,
or the storms, or the lonely way, since" ye are strangers with JJfe,"
and "in safeguard," holding converse with you. I am brin~i/lg
you home to the desired haven. "Where I am, ye shall be also,"
in fulness of joy, for ever and for ever.
NETTlE.
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"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY,
AND FOR EVER."
(HEBREWS

xiii. 8.)

"JESUS CI-IRIST is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.'
Precious truth for the Lord's people, amid all the changing circumstances of this fleeting time-state!
If we look carefully at the context, w'e shall see that these words seem
to be written especially for the comfort of those who had been deprivPlI
of their teachers: "them that had the rule over you" (or, in other
words, "were your leaders"); "which spake unto you the 'Word of
God." (R.V.) They therefore apply with peculiar force to the readers
{)f the GOSPEL MAGAZINE at this time, deprived as they have been,
within a short period, of two beloved Editors, the late Dr. DOUDNEY,
and the late GEORGE COWELL. We lovingly remember them in thb
Lord, and for the truth's sake. Let us also, "considering the issue
of their life, imitate their faith."
1. In considering this precious Scripture, we may first of all remark
that, " Jesus Christ is the same yestenlay, and to-day, and for ever" as
" Head over all things to the Church" (Eph. i. 22). The Church! Not
the" Church" we hear so much of in these days, an ecclesiastical organization, which, alas! seems only to be developing more and more apostasy
from the truth of God, but "t,he Church which is His body," the
people redeemed by His blood, and called by the Holy Ghost to be
God's adopted" children by Christ Jesus" (Eph. i. 5). To this Church
Christ is "Head over all things." He may remove His workmen, but
He will carry on His work. His arm is not shortened. "Yesterday,"
in the darkest times, lie had His witnesses, and" to-day" He has them
still, and doubtless will have them unto the end of the age. Let the
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE look up to Him, and while we
"remember them that wel'l) our leaders," let us not think too highly
of men, but bear in mind the inspired Word, "Who then is Paul,
and who is ApoUos, but minif;tel'l; by whom ye believed, even as the Lord
gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered j but God gave the
incnase. So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that
watereth j b1tt God that gireth the inm'ease."
The Great Shepherd and Bishop of souls is " the same yesterday, and
to-clay, and for ever"; and on the ground of this blessed fact we have
the exhortation in verse 5, "Let your conversation be without covetousness [or more literally, as R.V., "Be ye free from the love of money"],
and bo content with such things as ye have: for He hath said, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Beloved, are we not prone to this 1
Is it not a root-evil of our nature 1 "The love of money is a root of
all evil." "I had not known lust" [R. V., "coveting "], says the
Apostle, "except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet." But
covetousness is nought less than idolatry. "Ye cannot serve God and
mammon." It is the departure of the heart from God, who must be
llis people's All (see Eph. iii. 17-19). Discontent and dissatisfaction
with our lot, too, is, metaphorically speaking, one of the reptiles in that
foul nest of serpents to which the poet COWPER compared the fallen
2 M
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human heart,. How apt we are to lust after the flesh pots of Egypt!
But, beloved, the Lord's disciplint\ brings us to find, sooner or later,
that there is no satisfaction to be found out of Christ, and so His Word
to us is, "Be content with such things as ye have, for He hath said,
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
2. Again, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever" as our Great High Priest, who" ever liveth to make intercession
for us," seeing He has "by one offering perfected for ever them that
are sanctified." And so the words that follow our text (verse 9) are,
"Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines." He is
c, Jesus Christ," J ehovah the Saviour, who once suffered, but is now
exalted. On Him all our hopes are fixed.
"Jesus my All to heaven is gone,
He whom I fix my hopes upon;
His track I see, and I'll pursue
The narrow way till Him I view."
And He "is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for evcr." His
redemption is eternal (Heb. ix. 12); His salvation is eternal (Heb. v. D);
He hath an unchangeable priesthood (Hob. vii. 21); "Wherefore He
is able also to save them to the uttermost [Gr. completely] that come
unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for
them," Christ Jesus is the only true anti-typical Priest who offeree!
Himself once. All pretonding sacrificing priests are blasphemous
deceivers.
Beloved readers, when we are brought by Divine teaching to know
the truth, we see wherein it differs from all the false religions of men,
which make human merit, in some form or other, a condition of salvation. For, on the one hand, it glorifies God, and on the other, puts
man into his true position as a sinful, guilty, lost creature, needing, not
human help, or even Divine assistance, but God's salvation. In the light
of God's Word, this salvation is seen to be a perfect and a finished
one, and to be" in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption; that, according
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in tho Lord." It is
salvation by the Father's sovereign ohoice and free grace in Christ
Jesus. It is salvation accomplished by the Son of God on Calvary.
It is salvation experimentally realized by the Divine power and teaching of the Holy Ghost, through faith. May it be ours to know, rejoice
in, and testify of this great salvation more and more!
Since the foregoing was partly written, the writer has learned that
his beloved brother, the Rev. J. ORMISTON, has been appointed Editor
of this Magazine. The readers will rejoice that one so well known and
esteemed in the Church of God for his faithful testimony, as well to
Protestant truth as to the foundation doctrines of God's Word, should
have been selected.
May God vouchsafe him the needful strength for his arduous work,
and may the Spirit endow him richly with all needful gifts, that the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE may oontinue as a bright light in this dark world,
until" the day dawn, and the day star arise."
ROBERT J. N OYES.
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.
1'0 the Editor of the Gosp~l lYIag:J./f,ine.
DEAR SIR,-I am venturing to send you the MS. which I have
been permitted to copy, written by my dear friend, Mrs. ALlJEN,
of Balham, another reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who has been
taken from much suffering to "behold His face in righteousness," who
was her portion and the joy of her heart while here below.
Her daughter is sending it to the Editor of the Gospel Banner, but I
thought you would also like to insert it entire, rather than I ~hould
cull portions of it, and so another wide range of readers would be
profited.
Truly her light shone before men, and she thus. glorified her
Father in heaven during the severe affliction His wisdom ordained for
her latter days; and she was specially an example to the young in
diligent attendance at the house of God, being there twice on the first
Sunday in May, though on the 28th she peacefully passed away.
Miss ALLEN, speaking of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, says, "It was the
fi'rst periodical I took with my own money, and many were the little
helps afforded me by the way in those days j and in connection with
my brother, whose letter is mentioned in my dear mother's handwriting, I remember so well lending him my Magazine for August,
] 1'81. 'The Family Portion' in that number was greatly blessed to
him. It is headed, 'Lessons by the Way-The Stoneworks and their
Teachings.' My brother told me how exactly Dr. DOUDNEY had
described his feelings, saying, 'I cannot think he has described his
()lL'u, heart, but 1 am sure he has mine.'
I had no need to send him
the ncxt month's Magazine, for he bought it as soon as it was out,
aud by such means I believe the Lord fed and watered his soul, rather
than in the usual way by the ministry of the Word."
Mrs. ALLEN'S earnest desire and prayer that some soul might be
blessed by her funeral services has been granted in the case of a young
man (twenty-four), who went to hear the testimony concerning her on the
2nd of June, and who was interrp-d at Norwood Cemetery on the 25th;
thus heaven is "two heavens" already, as she said"Oh, if one soul from Balham
Meet me at God's right hand,
My heaven will be two heavens
In Emmanuel's land."
"The desire of the righteous shall be granted."
MAIW.
Yours in the fellowship of the Gospel,
A TIlANSCRIPT, :FIWM :MY DEAR MOTHER'S OWN WRITING, OF SOMI!: OF
TilE LORD'S LEADINGS AND DEALINGS WITH HER, WRITTEN FOR
HER CHILDREN, IN HEll SEVENTY-NINTH YEAR, 1889,

" Ye shall know that I lu.we not done ~vithout cause all that I have done
in it, saitk the Lord God."-EzEKIEL xiv. 23,
OUIt dear Pastor, Mr. HAZLERIGG'S visit this morning, and the felt
presence of Christ with us, have refreshed my 8piril;, causing me to
2 M 2
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" Muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence He has proved j
Nor will He relinquish at last
A sinner so signally loved."

Come therefore, Thou Spirit of truth, and bring the wonders Thou
hast done for my soul to present view, that in Thy sight I may say,
"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what He
hath done for my souL"
In the Covenant mercy of my God, my dear mother was manifested
a child of promise, and through much tribulation she brought me
forth into a world lying in the wicked one, January 25th, 181l.
When very young I was much with my grandmother (my mother's
mother), and I remember having a great love and respect for her.
She seemed to me to be always reading her Bible 01' talking ahout
Jesus. One circumstance of those early days I never forgot. I was
full of frolic and fun with other young friends in the summer-house
in the garden, and I suddenly thought of my grandmother, and ran
into the house to try and persuade her to come out with us, adding,
"We are so happy, but you must be so dull and lonely all by
yourself." She greatly surprised me by gently declining my request,
saying, "I too am happy, my dear; I am not alone." I looked
round, but there was no one there, and turned to go back to my
friends, wondering what she could mean, feeling sure my good grandmother could not tell a lie. All at once it flashed upon me, "She
means God is with her," and the lines" My most secret actions lie
All open to Thy sight,"
checked for a time my laughter, and the first awe of God fell on my
spirit. Shortly after this my dear grandmother died; she made a
good end, and I was sent to school, to be soon taken away, much to
my regret, to be companion to my other grandmother (my father's
mother), who lived in a quiet little village in Leicestershire. About
the taking of this step I was very rebellious, even in prospect,
and I left London most reluctantly and with a heavy heart, being
determined to return, if possible, short.ly. Yet even in this rebellion
against my parents and against my gracious God, this word from the
Lord fell powerfully on my heart, "The bounds of thy habitation are
fixed"; but my heart still hoped, "N ot in that little country place."
I started in the stage coach with my father (for there was no railway
then), and on arriving at my grandmother's, the quiet place, the
thatched fOefS of the houses, and the number of farm buildings,
only increased my intense desire to return with my father to
London, or go with my cousin, who had offered to take me out
with her into Egypt; but my father was firm in his resolve that
I should stay there, and in spite of my rebellious objection, my grandmother took to me, and I was pacified by the promise of my
t'athflr's return in a month, if I would be a good girl for that time.
My grandmother was exceedingly indulgent and kind, and my
buoyant spirit soon returned.
I entered heartily into the many
opportunities for youthful pleasure which she gave me, and by the
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ond of the month was willing to remain with her, which I did
nntil death removed her also; . and I shortly after this entered into
~t married state, and those very houses and barns tbat I had so
despised, God had appointed to be my earthly inheritance.
In tbat
village I was twice married, and brought up, by God's help, my
oight dear cbildren; and thoughMy dearest earthly props did fall
Before His sovereign will,
He never took away my all,
Himself He gave me still."
Many were the checks of conscience in the midst of my greatest
enjoyments whilst so young, and one day, when anticipating and
preparing for great enjoyments, these lines came to my mind and
made me weep"His birthplace was a manger,
His softest bed was hay."
Oh, how I cried out against the cruel Jews, and thought I never
could have treated the dear Saviour so if I had been alive then, but,
glory to God! He has opened mine eyes since then, and made me smite
my own hreast, and know that it was my sin that nailed Him to the
cross, and to feel"How huge the heavy weight of all,
Whcn only mine so great."
H

now vividly I remember when God the Spirit first effectually began
to blight "my pleasant pictures." My first sweet little girl was just
nine months old, and when with her in the garden, she ran frotll
me to the first tree alone, and plucked a rose. I took her up in m.'t
arms, proudly feeling there never was such a happy mother and
sucb a dear child. I started at once into the house to tell her deal'
father about her, but before I could reach the house these words
reached my heartAnd must tbis body die,
This mortal frame decay.
And must tbese active limbs uf mine
Lie mouldering in the clay?"
I was answering in my heart, "0 cruel death!" when the words
powerfully followed, "It is appointed unto men once to die, and after this
the judgment." Oh, what a solemn change had passed over everything
for me! and death and "the wrath to come" were a terror to me
nigh t and day. I did not Litter to any creature my feelings. but I
trie<l to read my Bible and the Ohurch Prayer Book a great deal more,
and attended our own church, and the churches in the villages round,
to try and get relief for my burdened heart. One sermon from the
words, "Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the
world," raised me to a little hope for a time, but alas! "Hard
thoughts of God my mind possessed," and I was soon drawn aside
from the rules I had laid down to make myself better. I was necessarily much occupied with the things of this life, and they threateneJ
again to absorb my whole attention, till one day, in the midst of my
work, the words sank into my heart, "At peace with hell; with God
H
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at war." In anguish of soul, I asked the Lord to pardon my sin, and
to forgive my iniquity, for I felt my soul sinking into despair, and
that "Hell would be my deserved but dread abode"; but, oh the grace
of our precious Redeemer! He did not long leave me there; the
words graciously came to my help,. Glory to God! Ilheep ne'er sbaH rove
Beyond the limits of His love,
Fenced with J ebovab's shaHs and wills,
Firm as the everlasting hills."
I set about again trying to do and be better, but found " The more I strove against sin's pow Cl',
I sinned and stumbled but the marc";
and sometimes grieving, sometimes despairing, "a wild bull in a net"
seemed to describe my state. Yet at this time the Lord scnt me one
heavenly, blessed shower, the droppings of which oftcn refresh my soul
unto this day: "In a little wrath I bid my face from thoc for a moment;
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the
Lord thy Redeemer." It was a brief though real refreshing, the enemy
of my soul soon suggesting, "You are not the right character-the
words are not meant for a sin-bitten, serpent·bitten sinner like you."
I remember how I longed the next Sabbath Day to onter His courts with
praise, and to be able to sing, "We are His people, and the sheep of
His pasture," but I could not clearly see how God could be just and
pardon a sinner like me.
I come now to record how tho Loru made a way for my poor
soul to be taught and fed, when there appeared no Yiay, by
causing me to place my eldest boy with a lady at Leicester, to be
prepared for the collegiate school. I was greatly surprised on taking
him to find she attended chapel, and that the minister was
Mr. JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN, a native of Whetstone, the village where
I lived; but I could not then think of my boy going to a chapel, so
made special arrangements for him to be taken to church. Oh,
the long-suffering and forbearance of my God with me! The
thought of this dissenting minister stirred up such enmity in my
heart; the cruel reports about him being a Calvinist, It most
dangerous man, and that the doctrines he preached had already
driven several people to desperation, made me foal' greatly for the
step I had taken for my child; but the more I talked to the lady,
the more I felt drawn to her. In her conversation npon religion,
there seemed a sacred reality and a something that was dearer to her
than all else beside. I told her what I had heard about the
minister; she smiled and asked me to come and see my son on the
Sabbath Day, and go to hear this "dangerous man" for myself. I
accepted her invitation as soon as I could, and I well remember the
trembling feeling with which I first entered Salem Chapel, fully
expecting to hear the dreadful reports confirmed; but oh the reverse
in my feelings during the singing of the hymns and his prayer!
N ever can I forget the effect on my heart of his text, "The voice of
the Lord is powerful. The voice of the Lord is full of majesty."
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Before he had got ha1f through his sermon all my prejudice was
removed; there was something in that glorious Gospel that could
Ineet a bad case like mine, and I returned amazed and shocked at
the malice of the reports, and longing for an opportunity to hear
him again. For a length of time I walked six miles there and six
miles back on a Sabbath morning.' My soul was instructed and
encouraged under his ministry, and I went in and out until
Mr. CHAJ'lfBERLAIN'S death. Twice in particular I was blessedly
encouraged in that place, Salem Chapel.
The service was nearly at
all end, and I was sadly saying, "There is nothing for me to-day,"
but in the first verse of the closing hymn the Lord spoke to my
heart, in the last two lines of the verse" Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,
Who makes your cause His own;
The hope that's built upon His Word
Shall ne'er be overthrown";
and once, a£t~r having to press through great opposition and much
conflict, I was strengthened in the Lord by a sermon from the
words, "Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall
not fear; though war should rise against me, in this will I be
confident."
After the death of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, I wandered from church to
chapel, feeling unsettled everywhere, until in the never-failing
providence of my dear Redeemer, my husband, on his return one day
from Leicester market, said, "I have heard to-day that Sir ARTHUR
IlAzLEJtIGG'S brother goes out preaching, and that he speaks in a
barn at Wigston. I think from what I hear he is your sort of
preacher, and if you like I will give you a treat, and take you some
SLlllday to hear him." I gladly accepted his kind offer, and he drove
me to the village, which was three miles from our own.
Mr. HAZLEl,IGG spoke from the parable of the Sower, my heart
again blessing God for bringing me under the sound of His pure
Truth, and that sermon my dear husband never forgot. The agricultural
similitudes were opened more and more to him in his daily employ
on the farm, and He began to read the Bible like a new book.
Many a time the Word so tried and exercised him, he would say all
the week, "I believe this young man is right, but I cannot go again
to hear nothing but my own condemnation." I had no resource but
to take the matter to my ever-adorable God, and when the day
arrived, I found the horse was ordered for the time, and he was
ready and willing to take me. It was but for a brief season, for he
was taken from me at the early age of forty-five, and I was left a
widow the second time, with six children, the eldest being only twelve
years old. The parable of the Good Shepherd was much blessed to
my dear husband, and also a sermon from the words, "And they
shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make
up My jewels." On Christmas day, 1854, my husband sat down to
dinner, with myself and our dear children, for the last time, and on
February 15th, 1855, he was taken to be, t trust, for ever with the Lord.
After my dear husband's death heavy responsibilities fell upon
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me, and I was very anxious to do the best I could for my
children's earthly prosperity. This brought my soul into still deeper
conflict, and such words as, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon,"
and" He that entereth not in by the door into the sheepfold, but
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber,"
tried me sorely. I would fain have mingled things that God has
separated, and have held, for my children's sake, the world in one
hand and heaven in the other. The conflict also at this time of
feeling it my duty to take my dear children in the afternoon of the
Sabbath to our church was great.
I could not take them
all so great a distance to the chapel, yet I felt free-wiil and free.grace
teaching contradicted each other, and Satan gaincd a grcat advantagE:
to rob me of any comfort I had received. I did cry to the Lord in
those days to enable me to "enter by the door" He had I1ppointed,
and to Sbt my feet in the narrow way thl1t leads to life. A little
hymn my children used to sing, suited me well then"Pilgrim, burdened with thy sin,
Come the way to Zion's gate.;
There, till mercy lets thee in,
Knock and weep and watch and wait."
Still striving to mend my ways, I trembled under the sentence,
"The soul that sinneth it shall die," but one day while busily
engaged in the nursery, I took up my Bible, and my eyes fell upon
the words, "He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.".. I
can never forget to all eternity what I saw for a few moments in
those blessed words; and the following Sabbath the hymn was given
out" A sinner clothed in this rich vest,
And garments dyed in blood,
Is rendered fit with Christ to sit,
And be the guest of God";
but the old suggestion, "You are not the right character, it cannot
be for you," soon robbed me of my happiness, and I looked with
envy upon those who knew the Lord, thinking of the words" 0 happy David, favoured saint!
In all affliction thou couldst say,
'Thy Word, 0 Lord, hath quickened me' ";
but" For me, here I droop in a dry, desert land,
No huit by the way, no fountain at han d :
Here are no green pastures, no streams from the Rock,
No footsteps, no trace of the Good Shepherd's flock.
As pants the chased hart for the cool waterbrooke,
Lord, for Thy salvation my longing soul looks.
When in Thy fair temple Thy praise shall I show,
Ancl taste of the joys from Thy presence that flow r
Lov'cl Zion remembering, I weep, while the foeMy harp on the willow-still mocks at my woe;
Afar from her courts, like a ca,ptive I mourn;
Lord, when shall my feet to Thy teI):lple return P"

Tile Gospel M agazz'm.

537

A sermon at this time from the words, "If I may but touch His
garment, I shall be made whole," and from the words, "The woman,
knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before Him, and
told Him :111 the truth," were greatly blessed to me. The doctrine of
election still tried me greatly, especially when I looked at my beloved
children, and Satan said, "What is to become of them 1 If they are
not elected, it is no use praying for them." And the doctrine of the
glorious Trioity in Unity also perplexed me greatly, thinking if I
prayed to the Father, I dishonoured the Son, and if I prayed to the
Soo, I dishonoured the Spirit. This perplexing temptation often drove
me from my knees, and my spirit groaned for the light promised in
those words, " He that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life." Soon after thi~, when on a visit to my
friends in London, I went to hear Mr. GRACE, of Brighton, preach. My
blessed Redeemer, under that sermon, broke the snare and set my soul
at blessed liberty in prayer. Mr. GRACE had been passing through
the very same exercise of soul, and took his text from the words,
"Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lord." Another time in
London I can never forget. I had a great desire to hear Mr. PHILPOT,
but wearied with the noise and hurry of getting about in the great
city, I lay down dis lppointed, sick and ill, on my bed, feeling it was
hopeless to think of going to chapel, when the words were sweetly
spoken"At every time, in every place,
In safeguard thou shalt be,
And find My all. supporting grace
Sufficient still for thee."
I got up from the bed, bathed my head and face in water, and started
for chapel to hear a most blessed and encouraging sermon from the
wordp, "As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
Him."
I remember in these days being hardly beset by the tempter, on
account of a very respectable man who worked on the farm; foJ!'
many years he walked the six miles to Leicester every Sabbath to
hear the Unitarian minister. He always seemed happy; he never once
doubted but that he was all right for heaven; and as he was very fond
of ,inging hymns, there was no labourer on the farm my children more
heartily welcomed than" Old Ned," but, oh, how his trust in God and
hi~ happiness tried me! I wislled I could feel satisfied as he did. The
most part of my time I was mourning over my want of faith, and my
own evil nature, and Satan whispered the question, "If you belonged
to the Lord, would you be in this uncertain, miserable state ~ See
what a moral life Ned leads! and how cheerful he is! You must be
wrong, if ho is right, and he walks as far as you do for the sake of
his religion." Worn almost out with these suggestions, and being at
this time "much discouraged because of the way," I entered the
chapel as tho deacon was giving out this blessed and suitable verse"Tbe motive that brought us, the Lord only sees;
But if He h::LS taught US, OUl' ends will be these:
To worship the Lord with praise and with prayer;
To practise His Word, as well as to hear";

538

The GosjJel Magazz"m.

and some time after, hearing that a good dinner and half.a-crown was
provided for Old N ed every Sunday, and some otber 11idden things
were revealed to me, I was better able to stand my ground against the
enemy of my peace.
Another thing greatly tried me. As I stood by my beloved husband
and saw him, after fourteen weeks' suffering, peacefully depart out of
this life, I fell on my knees, being alone with him, and said in faith,
"Thou hast done all things welt" ; but when I got into the weight of
all the business, as well as the family cares that surrounded me, Satan
sorely assaulted my soul for the utterance of these words. And, as one
adviser said this, and another sai<l that, and all feared the undertaking
was too great for me, I turned, wearied and heavy laden, from them all,
and the words were wonderfully given me in an instant, "I will cry
nnto God most High, unto God that performeth all things for me" ; and
oh, the wonders of His goodness, both in providence alid graco to me!
No mortal tongue can ever fully tell them. I can but liljp His praises.
(To be continued.)

PRAISE AND PRAYER.
REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
WHILST reading the annexed, I was greatly struck with the close
connection between praise and prayer, and yet do we not see it continually
in the Psalms 1 At one moment there is thankfulness and gratitude
expressed, at another the plea and entreaty. In the case of the
martyred JEROIliE of Prague we see him facing death with the utmost
readiness and the utmost fearlesslle8s, yet almost at the same moment
craving the pardon of his sins. " When the illu;:;trious martyr, JEROIlIE
of Prague, was led to the place of execution, he quitted his garments
of his own accord, and, throwing himself on his knees, kissed the stake
to which he was to be fastened. He was immediately bound, chained
and naked as he wag, with wet cords. Larg-e pieces of wood were piled
around him, intermixed with straw. The fire being kindled, he begatL
a hymn, which he continued to sing, notwithstanding the flame and
smoke. As the executioner was about to apply the fire to that part
of the pile which was behind him, for fear he should see it, 'Advance,'
said he to him, 'and kindle the fire before me! If I had feared it, I
should not have come hither, as I could readily have avoided it.'
Addressing the assembled crowd in the German language, after he had
. sung a hymn, he said, 'My beloved children, as I have sung, so, and
no otherwise, do I believe. But the cause for which I now die is this,
that I could not agree with the Oouncil in affirming that Master Huss
was justly condemned by them. For I bad truly known him as a
genuine preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Ohrist.' When the fire was
kindled, he repeated the prayer in a loud voice, 'Into Thy hands,
o God, I commit my spirit.' Afterwards, amid the torture of the fbmes,
he said, in the Bohemian langnage, 'Lord God, have pity on me;
forgive me my sins, for Thou 1cnowest I have sincerely loved Thy trILth.'
His lips appeared amidst the flames as if moving in prayer, when his
voice could no longer be heard."
BY THE LATE
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"COME

YE

YOURSELVES

APART."

ye yourselves apart." Thus said the Master,
In time gone by;
'rhus speaks He now to tired, exhausted servants
Beneath the sky.
" Come to the quiet of the lonely desert,
And calmly rest
Your aching heads upon a heavenly pillowMy holy breast.
"Come ye yourselves apart. Ye have no leisure,
No time to eat;
This is not well, for those who work need often
Refreshment sweet.
And if ye stint your souls for press of labour,
Y OUl' strength will go;
And soon-too soon-for usefulness diminished,
Your tears will flow.
"Be ye not anxious for your work, beloved,
I, who will light
The shadowed desert with My glorious presence
By day and night,
Will also be amid the little vineyard
So dear to you;And I will 'keep' and 'water' it each moment,
And bless it, too.
"Come ye apart. In solitude and stillness
Your hearts shall gain
A deeper knowledge of My death and glory,
]\fy love and pain.
And Mine own voice shall teach you sweeter anthems
Of joy and praise,
For £uLul'O years of happy, useful service
In earthly ways.
"Come ye yourselves apart, 0 My beloved,
Full well I know
The utter weariness and painful languor
Ye would not show.
And I can sympathize, for I was 'wearied'
At Jacob's well;
And I was languid in the grove where thickly
My blood-sweat fell.
"Come ye apal't; come, leave the crowd and bustle,
T he noise and toil;
Come to the quiet of the lonely desert,
And rest awhile.
I soon will lead you to the golden city
Beyond death's shore,
And there, beloved, ye shall !'tst from labour
For evermore,"
"COME

ISA.

WILL not Goll bestow blessings, unless we pray for them ~
We
have no warrant to expect He will. Ask and receive, is His command
and promise. To ask and receive, is both our duty and blessedness.

-Mason.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
THE DIGNITY AND GREATNESS OF THE L')llD JESUS.

"Whom He hath appointed Hei1' of all things."-HEBREWS i. 2.
How grand the idea-" Heir of all things"! Not merely heir of a
princely inheritance, or of a mighty kingdom, not merely heir of the
world, or even of heaven-but heir of all things; all things in earth,
all things in heaven, and all things in the vast universe of God! This
is the inheritance of our Master, our Saviour, our Friend. Believer!
try to realize it. How great and how wonderful must such an inheritance be! and how great and how glorious must He who is the Heir of
it-your Lord and Master-be 1
An heir is usually the first-born, and as such has a right to his
inheritance. So Ohrist is the Father's First-born. "I will make Him,"
said the Father, "My First-born, higher than [or high above] the
kings of the earth." He is, we are told, "the First- born among many
bn:thren"; and" the First-born of every creature." As such, the
inheritance of all things is His right.
An heir, also, by reason of this right, becomes head of his family,
and the chief of his father's house. So Ohrist is the Head of the heavenly
family, and the chief of His Father's house. The Fath€l' "gave Him,"
we are told, "to be Head over all things to His Ohurch." As such,
every member of that Ohurch owes allegiance to Him, and every
member ought to live in willing subjection to Him.
An heir has power over his inheritance. He can generally do as he
likes with it. He can use it for his pleasure or for his benefit. He can
control or alter it just as he pleases. This is fully the case with the
Lord Jesus. It is written, that" in all things He is to have the preeminence." "All power," He said, "is committed to Me in heaven
and in earth." Here we see the fulfilment of the promise made to
Abraham, that his" seed should be heir of the world." Here, also,
may be an answer to the request mentioned in the second Psalm, "Ask
of Me, and I will give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession."
The Lord Jesus is, by appointment of the Father, and by Ilis own
right, Lord of all. He is King of saints, and King o'f nations. He is
Lord over the angels, "angels, principalities, and powers being made
subject to Him." He is "Lord both of the dead and of the living." He
has an absolute, unlimited, and universal power over the whole
universe. "He killeth and maketh alive; He briogeth down to the
grave and raiseth up; He maketh poor and maketh rich; He bringeth
low and raiseth up."
What a magnificent inheritance is His 1-" ALL THINGS"! The riches,
the glory, and the treasures of heaven, as well as the riches, the glory,
and the treasures of the earth; and, it may be, of countless worlds
besides our own. It is an inheritance which exceeds the utmost bounds
of our imagination. How grand! How inexpressibly wonderful must
it be!
Think of it, beloved; meditate upon it. The heir to this inheritan~e
is the Master whom you serve, if you serve the Lord Jesus. He IS
One to whom nothing is impossible in heaven or in earth; He is One
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who can do all things by the mighty word of His power. He is One
who can help you in every difficulty, shield you from every danger,
supply your every want, overcome all your enemies, fulfil all your
desires, and raise you to the highest pinnacle of glory and honour.
And this great and wonderful Being reveals Himself to you by His
blessed Spirit's influence, as One who loves you with an everlastilJg
love, as One who takes the deepest possible interest in you and in
your welfa.re, as One who sympathizes with you in your cares, your
sorrows, and your difficulties; and as One who is united to you by
indissoluble bonds for time and for eternity. How thoroughly may
you trust Him! how fervently should you love Him! and how
reverently and with what earnest attention should you listen to His
teaching! This is one of the chief thoughts which the inspired writer
of this Epistle brings before us in connection with this heirship: he
says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son, whom He haGh appointed Heir of all
things, by whom also He made the worlds; who, being the brightness
of His glory, and the express image of His person, and upholding all
things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high j being
made so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance
obtained a marc excellent name than they. For unto which of the
angels said He at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten
Thee 1 . . . . Therefo7'e u'e ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have hem'd, lest at any time we should let them slip."
An heir has power to divide his inheritance with others, if he
pleases to do so, or to bestow gifts upon his friends and favourites.
And if he enter into the married state, his inheritance is shared by
his bride. Such is the case with the Lord Jesus. We are told that
having" led captivity captive, and ascended up on high," He has
"received gifts for men, yea, even for the rebellious." Very precious
even now are the gifts which He bestows upon His people, and He
has others waiting to bestow upon them. His Bride, the Church,
according to His own express statements, will share His glory and
His inheritance: "To him that overcometh will I grant," He says,
"to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in His throne." "He that overcometh shall
inherit all things."
lC His servants," we are
told, "shall serve Him,
and they shall see His face, and they shall reign for ever and ever."
Addressing His Father, He said, "The glory which Thou gavest Me,
I have given them, that they may be one, as We are. I in them, and
Thou in Me, that they may be one, as we are." "All are yours, for
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." "If children, then [are ye]
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." How great the
distinction! how marvellous the honour! sharing the inheritance of
Him who is "Heir of all things"! It is said that a poor maI:!, a
child of God, but one who had only the humble employment of
breaking stones by the roadside, was heard, by a passing traveller, on
a cold and cheerless winter's day, singing cheerfully at his work j and
when the traveller stopped and asked him how he could be so cheerful
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and happy, under apparently such adverse circumstances, he replied,
"Look at my prospects, sir; have I not reason to be happy 1" And
when the traveller questioned him further, he told him that he referred,
not to earthly prospects, but to heavenly. His earthly prospects were
anything but cheerful, hard and ill-paid labour to the end of his
working days, and then perhaps only a poorhouse for his last earthly
home. But his heavenly prospects were wonderfully bright; he could
say, "I know that if my earthly house of this tabernacle be dissolved,
I have a building of God, a house not made with hands, which is
eternal in the heavens"; he could sayHI have a home above,
From sin and sorrow free;
A mansion which eternal love
Desi~n'd and plann'd for me."

With this in view, anticipating a part with his beloved Master, a
share in His inheritance, a crown of unfading glory, and a kingdom
"which cannot be moved," had he not reason to say_CC Look at my
prospects" 1
May not such an expectation as this be a source of unspeakable
comfort 1 We can imagine an heir to a splendid inheritance undergoing ever-so-much discomfort, and bearing ever·so-many hardships
without a murmur, under the expectation of the joys before him; we
can imagine him complacently smiling at difficulties and rebuffs, at
disappointments and vexations, saying to himself, "I expect to meet
with such ere I enter into possession of my property, but when I have
once entered into possession of it, I shall be free from them." And
ought not this to be the case with the heir of heaven ~ May he not
say, "I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us" 1 What
though the way be rough, and the journey long ~ What though
enemies persistently beset our path, and it be marked by losscs
and crosses, and pain, and sorrow, and tears ~ Will not heaven mad.
amends for all ~
"Yet a little, and we know
Happy entrance shall be given,
All our sorrows left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."
But some anxious one asks, perhaps, "What about the title to
this inheritance 1 On the Saviour's part I know that there is not a
shadow of a doubt abont it, it is His by birthright, it is His by the
Father's appointment, and it is His by right of victorious conquest;
He has won it, and therefore it is eternally secure, so far as He is
concerned. But what right have I to claim a share in it, or to
imagine that it will ever be really mine~ If I could
_ _ H read my title clear,
To mansions in the skies,
I'd bid farewell to every fear,
And wipe my weeping eyes."
Beloved, what answer could you give, as before the graat Searcher
of hearts, if the dear Saviour were to ask you, "Lovest thou Me ~ "
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Could you unhesitatingly reply, " Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou
knolVest that I love Thee" 1 Then you have a title to that inheritance, for it is written, "He that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
Goe!." What, also, is your feeling towards the people of God 1 When
you meet with them, with even anyone in whom you seem to see some
likeneos to the Master, do you feel a community of interests, a special
attraction, a brotherly or a sisterly affection 1 Then you have another
evidence of your title, for is it not written, "We know that we have
passcu from death unto life, because we love the brethren" 1 It
matters little to you whether these brethren agree with you or differ
from you in other respects, whether they belong to this or that
denomination, or whether they hold exactly the same points of doctrine.
If only you see in them some evidence that they love the same
Saviour that you love, and that they are His faithful adherents, you
instinctively feel that there is a bond of union between you, differing
from any other bond. And what about the Spirit's witness 1 Have
you not known something of it, or may you not expect to know it, if
you earnestly seek for it 1 "He that believeth on the Son of God hath
the witness in himself." If we have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we can cry, "Abba, Father," then the Spirit itself will "bear
witness with our spirits that we are the children of God"; and here is
an evidencc of OUl' heirship, for if we are children of God, then we
are hei.rs, "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." May the
Lord the Spirit condescend to give us more and more of this
"witllcss," and then there will be no doubt of our title to the inheritance.
And if we have reason to believe that we have this "witness" in
us, and that we are indeed heirs of this inheritance, "what manner of
persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness" 1 Oh,
that we and all the Lord's dear children may seek more and more
earnestly for Divinc gracc to enable us to realize our high calling, and
to live more worthy of it; to rise above the littlenesses of life, and
the infirmities of the flesh; to "adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things"; to please our great Master, and to fulfil His
will, or rather, to have that will fulfilled in us; to walk in love day
by day, and to have His love perfected in us; to be "kind one tG
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another" ; to " endeavour to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" ; and at last, being made
fully "meet" for the inheritance, be permitted to enter into the fuU
cnjoyment of it for evermore.
Ore, JIastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
"\VIl[LST STONEWALL JACKSON lay dying, a note came from General
LEE in the following terms :-" GENERAL,-I have just received your
I cannot express my
note, informing me that you are wounded.
regret at the occurrence. Could I have directed events, I should
have chosen, for the good of the country, to have been disabled in
your stead. I congratulate you upon the victory which is due tG
your skill and energy.-Most truly yours, R. E. LEE, General." When
this dispatch was read aloud to JACKSON, he tnrned his face away
and said, "General LEE is very kind, but he should give the praise to God."
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the many marvellous and interesting things in the British
Museum, there are books written on bricks, tiles, shells, bones, and
flat stones, together with manuscripts on bark, on leaves, on ivory,
leather, parchment, papyrus, lead, iron, copper and wood. It has
three copies of the Bible written on the leaves of the fan palm.
Various authors have chosen these materials whereon to inscribe their
works, but no mention is made that any of them chose such brittle
material as glass. Yet we are credibly informed that the sweet singer,
HARRIET AUBER, wrote her beautiful hymn, 11 Our Blest Redeemer, ere
He breathed," on a pane of glass, with a diamond, in the window
of the house where she many years lived, at Hoddesdon, IIerts; and
Dnly a few years ago it still remained there intact, and we trust it is
still there, as we find no mention of its being removed to the
British Museum, it~ proper destiny.
Her father was rector of the
adjoining parish of Tring, Herts. Her quiet yet fragrant life wa~
spent here, and in the neighbourhood. The results of her lahours
have been many years before the public. She died at the ac1v3ncerl
age of eighty-nine, in 1862. Many of her sweet hymns are frequently
sung, but none more so than the one mentioned, consisting ot seven
,-erses. Two or three verses are given below:AMONG

Our Blest Redeemer, ere He " And every virtue we possess,
breathed
And every victory won,
His tender last farewell,
And every thought of holiness,
A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed
Are His alone.
With us to dwell.
" Spirit of pUJ'ity and grace,
.. He came in tongues of living
Our weakness, pitying, see;
flame,
Oh, make our hearts Thy dwelling.
To teach, convince, subdue;
place,
All powerful as the wind He came,
And meet for Thee."
As viewless too.
Though every care is taken to preserve the valuable and rare
articles deposited in the British Museum, yet, after all, one day they
will all perish and pass away. Vanity, decay, and destruction arc
written upon them all, whether engraved on stone, brass, wood, or
iron. The names of some may be written upon the pages of this
world's history for their valour, their courage, their literary attainments and achievements, or for some p03ition they filled while in this
world. Others, in a higher sense, may leave behind them works and
a name written among men, justly deserved for the blessing attending
them in the hearts and lives of others. Yet, how little worth is all
this when weighed in the balance of God's pure and blessed Word of
truth, where we are told that none shall enter that glorious city, the
heavenly Jerusalem, but they which are written in the Lamb's book
Qf life.
Dear reader, does the anxious inquiry arise frequently in your
troubled mind, and do you secretly say, "Is my name ihl'1'e,
on the page bright and fair 1" Have you been taught and made to
feel the fading and perishing nature of everything here bolowpossessions, home, health and friends, all doomed-that this world is
«
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verily the Oity of Destruction ~ And to know that you were written
among the living in Jerusalem, would it not fill you with unspeakable
joy and pleasure 1 What, and who, bas taught you to seek for these
eternal realities 1 The Spirit of God is the Author of these searching
inquiries.
Life divine is the source from whence they spring, and,
having the life of grace in your soul now is an undeniable proof that
your name is in the Lamb's book of life, written there from before
the foundation of the world. God's written Word describes the
character of those whose names are in the book of life, and if you
are truly in earnest about soul matters, you will be often found
searching the Word of God to see if you can find your character
there described; sometimes as the chosen of God, the called of God,
Other sweet
pardoned, justified, accepted, all in Ohrist Jesus.
characteristics are, tremblers at God's Word. To such the Lord
says He will look (Isaiah lxvi. 2).
Those who fear Him and
think upon His name, thes'J, He says, "Shall be Mine in that day
when I make up My jewels" (Mal. iii. 16). Those who hunger
and thirst after His righteousness, they shall be filled (Matt. v. 6).
Those who hope in His mercy, those who wait upon and for Him,
those who seek Him" (Prov. viii. 17), those who love Him, with
many other blessed marks, are upon those whose names are written
in heaven.
"In Thy fai!' book of life and grace,
Oh may I find my name
Recorded in some humble place
Beneath my Lord the Lamb."
JABEZ.
THOUGHTS

ON

(EXTRACTED FROM TIlE

le

A

OORONATION.

EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE,

1814.)

THE attention of the public having been much directed to the crowned
heads, princes, and other illustrious persons who have lately visited
England, the following pious letter, written by one of the heralds on
the; occasion of the coronation of George the Third, will appear
peculiarly seasonable, and, we do not doubt, will prove acceptable to
our readers:A

LETTER

FRO]\{

MR, STRACHAN, ONE

LONDON, TO MR, ARCH,

W ALLACE,

(,F THE

SCOTTISH

HERALDS, OF

J\fERCHANT, OF EDINBURGH.

September 23rd, 1762.
DEAR Sm,-I was favoured with yours. It came in good season the
night before the coronation. I shall not say what use I made of it, but
it was a subject sufficient to exercise my mind during that great appearance of worldly glory, so as to have some advantage by it more than
barely to have my curiosity satisfied. There was something greatly
entertaining to me, equal to anything I ever saw or' heard, about this
great affair, and which might be improved to some benefit.
After the king was crowned and invested with all his royal dignity,
all the peers were allowed the privilege of putting on their crowns.
They looked like a company of kings, a~ in some sense they were.
But immediately they came, one by one, and laid down their crowns
2 N
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at. their Sovereign's feet, in testimony of their having no power or
authority but what they derived from him, and, having each kissed his
sceptre, he allowed each of them to kiss himself, upon which their
crowns were restored to them, and they were all allowed to reign as
subordinate kings.
Thi'> could not miss bringing to mind what is recorded in the Revelation of the whole redeemed company, who are said to be kings and
priests unto God, and who are to reign with Jesus Ohrist for ever and
ever-their casting down their crowns, and saying, "Thou art worthy
to receive power and majesty." I thought within myself, "Were I so
happy as to make one of that innumerable company, redeemed from
among men, I should not envy all the nobles in England what they
are now enjoying."
When the king returned to the hall where the great feast was prepared for all the select company that entered into that place with him
in grand splendour, invested with the crown of Great Britain on his
head, the sceptre in his right hand and the orb in his left, and thc
visible glory that appeared when he entered the hall under his great
canopy of state, all hung with golden bells, when 3,010 wax candles
being lighted almost instantaneously, the doors were immediately shut.
After the music ceased, he sat down upon his throne, with all his kings
crowned before him, and we heralds surrounded all the steps of it
when they feasted upon the richest entertainment with him.
This could but faintly represent that glorious period when the whole
Israel of God shall be brough t int,o the palace of the Great King, wi th
mirth on every side, and there to abide for ever; no more to go out,
and to be feasted with pleasures, spiritual and eternal, for evermore.
I thought within myself, "The people who are here are ,not all happy at
this present time, for many of them, particularly myself, are so exhausted
and spent with fatigue that the entertainment does not relish with
them; but nothing of this kind shall take place at that wished-for
period." One thing I was greatly pleased with. After the anointing
was over in the Abbey, and the crown put upon the king's head with
great shouting, the two Archbishops came to hand him down from the
throne to receive the sacrament. He told them he would not go to
the Lord's Supper and partake of that ordinance with the crown upon
his head, for he looked upon himself, when appearing before the King
of kings, in no other character but as a humble Ohristian. These were
his very words. The Bishops replied that, although there was no precedent for this, it should be complied with. Immediately he put off his
crown, and laid it aside; he then desired the same should be done
with respect to the queen. It was answered that her crown was so
pinned on her head that it could not be easily taken off, to which the
king replied, " Well, let it be reckoned a part of her dress, and in no
other light." When I saw and heard this it warmed my heart to him,
and I could not help thinking there "'ouId be something good founr!
about him towards the Lord God of Israel.
OHRIST sits at the right hand of God, to manage all our concerns
for u8.-Romaine.

Tlte Gospel M agazz"ne.

547

THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. THOMAS LAWSON.
DEAlt MR. EDIToR,-According to promise given to the former
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I now forward particulars of the
Lord's dealings with me, which I take from an address delivered at
my recognition as pastor of Providence Chapel, Church Street,
Brighton, March 1st, 1871, .
I shall commence by telling you that I was born on the 4th of
July, 1828. I was favoured with a God-fearing mother, but I lived in
the world and sought the world's pleasures; and when I was about
fifteen or sixteen years of age, my mind was decisively made up to
have its fill of this world's sin and pleasure. I had considered it
over with myself, and feeling that I could then just begin to break a
little loose from my parents and deceive them, I made up my mind
to follow this sad course. I remember my purpose with shame and
grief; but the all-seeing God had a purpose of mercy towards me,
and therefore ordered otherwise; as it is written, "A man's heart
deviseth his way,' but the Lord directeth his steps" (Prov. xvi. 7)
The Lord knows what human nature is. Soon after this my mind
was brought under the terrors of the law; how, and the exact time, I
cannot quite tell; but I remember we had Chri~tmas gatherings, when
I was accllstomed to meet with a large circle of relatives and friends,
1Il0st of whom did not fear the Lord, and with them I spent the
vOlling in singing songs, dancing, and foolish jesting, and entering
into the spirit of it as much as any of them. But I think I shall
never, while I live, forget the Christmas of 1844, when, for the first
time, I could not enter into the spirit of the sport. I tried, but
tried in vain. I endeavoured to stifle my conscience with jesting and
noise; yet while anyone present would have thought me the happiest
in the company, my conscience was so burdened with guilt, and
my heart so full, that if r had fallen upon my knees before my
friends and cried to God for mercy, it would have been far more
in accordance with my feelings. This taught me the lesson recorded
in Psalm xlv. 10, "Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider, and incline
thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father's house."
:From that time I resolved to come out from the world, and
the year following I spent my Christmas day in attending the
hOLlse of God and in retirement. The first sermon I can remember
he<tring with any degree of thought or feeling was delivered by
Mr. LUCKIN, at the Scientific Institution in Aldersgate Street,
London, where he preached while his chapel was being repaired.
I cannot call to mind his text, but I recollect that I went
there because my God-fearing mother told me that I ought to go
and see the scientific instruments, and specimens of natural history,
exhibited there (she desiring to induce me thereby to hear the preached
Gospel). I went simply to see the objects of attraction; yet I recollect
retiring from that place with a mind somewhat concerned, and my
thoughts riveted upon my ruined state by nature. From this time the
work went on and gradually deepened, and for several years I found
but little consolation; indeed, till the age of thirty I was constantly
oscillating between hope and f,~ar, being plagued with much corruption,
2 N 2
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temptation, hardness of heart, darkness of mind, and bondage of spirit;
and my daily fear was that my religion was not from God, it seeming
to lack reality, though now and then I got a little cor.solation under
the ministry of the Word, from the conversation of Ohristian friends,
and especially from Mr. Irons' Pastoral Visit, every word of which was
dear to me.
I remember, also, with what pleasure and profit I used to read the
well-known hymn, "'Tis a point I long to know" ; but my helplessness I did not then know, and therefore laboured on making resolution after resolution, rising up early in the morning and sitting up
late at night, striving to subdue my sinful nature and enlighten my
foolish mind, and so to remove that blindness, stupidity, and hardness of heart which were such a trial to me. Y Oll may be sure I
did not find rest that way. But the Lord was pleased to lead me in
a trying path-not only in a spiritual, but in a literal sense also. At
the age of twenty-two years I entered into business, and the only capital
I had was faith in God, and a divine persuasion that I was doing right;
and to the honour of God who gave the faith I could write a "Bank
of Faith." But I must confine myself to relating one or two
instances of His faithfulness. On one occasion I had been doing some
business for a Government museum, and my time for payment had
arrived, but thei1's had not; consequently, I had to wait until I
received an order from them for payment; through which delay I was
deeply exercised with the fear of man and pressing demands upon me.
My soul was cast down within me because of the way, and many times
did I cry to my ever-faithful Oovenant God, and watch the postman,
as he, unconscious of the thrill that this knock would send through
me, passed my door: until one Thursday evening, as I was going
up to the house of God, quite unexpectedly, peace flowed into my
mind, all my fears and cares were taken away, and my heart was filled
with gratitude, as much as if I had received the order and met all
demands.
Thus I found le Faith was the substance of things hoped
for, and the evidence of things not seen," and that" mau was not
to live by bread aloue, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God."
I told my good wife I thought deliverance was at
hand, and, when we got home, there we found the letter. On another
occasion, when I had met with disappointment from various sources,
and knew not what to do, I was about to enter a house of business,
aud much depended upon my success in receiving the payment of the
account, but disappointment was my doom, and no small mountain
appeared in view. I had promises to fulfil and appointments to meet;
and the fear lest I should bring a disgrace upon my Ohristian character tormented me. But the Lord appeared, with these words, le All
flesh is grass"; and I cannot tell you how every mountain, burden
and care melted away; and since that time I have scarce been able
t.o see much difference between big men and little men, rich men
and poor men in the world, for "all flesh is grass"; and the blade
of grass will never become a cedar. Nevertheless, I had to experience
many trials in business, and temptations by the way.
These
things, together with great darkness of mind, so pressed me down
that many, many times, while walking along the street, I have felt-
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althongh it is a solemn thing, I know, to say-yet such has been the
state of my mind, that I have felt, but for the sin of it, it would be
l'('Bt to put my head under a cart wheel; finding little or no conBolation under the Word, bitterly and heavily tried almost every way.
nut now I see that the Lord was in mercy teaching me my own
helplessness; all my good resolutions being broken down time after
time, that lIe might lead me to the fountain opened for sin and
ullclllanness. Thus I was led on until about 1858, still sitting under
tho ministry of my late dear pastor, Mr. LUCKIN, and teaching in
tltl' f':labbath SchooL But I went one Lord's Day evening to hear Mr.
\VI':I.I,i-:, of the Surrey Tabernacle, feeling so depressed that I was
l'l·ltdy to give up all hope of ever finding mercy. I said to myself,
" .M Y religion is wrong altogether; there is no spirituality in me; I
gct no cOllsolation under the Word; I can't pray; I can't praise; and
all things are against me: my whole life seems one sad mistake;"
:1n(1 I wept in bitterness of spirit. I went again the following Sunday
evening, quite as much cast down as before, when Mr. WELLS laid out
my experience in a few words. He seemed to turn me inside out, and I
felt that the character that he was describing was mine. Then, after
stopping for a moment, he asked, "Well, how is it, then ~ Ye are
:omplete in Him, which is the Head of all principality and power."
Aud such was the sweetness and power that accompanied those words
to my soul that my bnrden was gone. I saw I had been trying to
bind self and to instruct self. I had been making resolutions and
hreaking them; but now the way was opened up, and the path of the
just was as a shining light. I sweetly felt my union with Jesus and my
olllplotoness in Him, and on returning home and passing along the
Bitmll place in the Blackfriars Road where I had wept so bitterly a
week before, I now wept tears of joy for the unspeakable mercy that
hall becn shown me. I must now pass on to the Lord's dealings
with me in connection with
TIlE WORK 01" THE MINISTlW.

For this I must take you back to one Lord's Day when I was about
scvrnteen years of age. I was going to read my Bible, and, as my
custom was, I was praying to the Lord before opening it that a
hlessing might rest upon it, and that I might find in it some special
word as a voice from Him to me, and for this I was favoured with
lIluch llcarness to Him and power in prayer. I then opened promiscllously npon Job viii. 8, "For enquire, I pray thee, of the former
nge, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers." These words
have no apparent connection with the ministry, but God made them
so to mc, although I feared to think they could mean anything like
that: but such light, love, and humility came with the Word that I
at once felt I was to ponder this in my heart, and wait to see what
God would do. From that time in 1845 to 1864 there was no door
opened by the Lord for me publicly to preach His Gospel, yet the
impression made by these words never left me; it held me night ani
day, and I do not think my mind ever rested a single day, if an
hour, until the vision began to speak:. Amid all my business cares,
family troubles, and sore temptations, this one thing was uppermost.
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My desire was not so much that God would open the door for me;
no, a sense of my unfit,ness for the work made me fear this, but my
anxiety was to know whether this was the mind of God, or not. I
made no person acquainted with my exercise for several years, but
the conflict was so great that sometimes I could scarcely attend to
business. I felt unfit for the work of the ministry, being uneducated,
and so completely out of sight that no one would think of me in
connection with so great a work, and yet a woe seemed laid upon me
if I did not preach the Gospel, and all the desire of my soul was to
know whether this thing were of God, or a mere delusion. If in this
I was wrong, I felt persuaded I must be wrong altogether, for I found
whenever I was favoured with nearness to the Lord, then I felt sure
that this impression was of God. Therefore, if this were wrong, my
communion with God must be wrong also. So completely was the
certainty or uncertainty of this preaching bound up with my daily
intercourse with God, that I had as much evidence that I should
preach the Gospel as I had that I should enter heaven. Hence arose
my daily, hourly conflict. The slightest appearance of an opening for
me to speak in the name of the Lord would fill me with fear and
dread, and yet draw out my hope and confidence in God, fill me
with love to Him, and humility before Him. Every temptation,
therefore, to open the way myself was but a temptation to deceive
myself, and to trust not in the Lord any longer. Sometimes I feared
that the thought was only a temptation from Satan, and all the
religion I had was a desire to preach. And yet the Lord knew my
desire was not that I might preach, but that I might know His mind
and have grace to do His bidding; for I have, through grace, ever
desired to be out of sight: yet this may have arisen more from
timidity than humility. But, oh, how many times I have in distress
of soul prayed to the Lord to deliver me from this supposed temptation ! Thus I have been kept praying for it, praying against it,
desiring it, or dreading it, all these years.
Now, I do not think I am the most patient man; you may imagine,
then, how difficult it was to me to wait all this time without doing
anything, and how Satan worked in this respect to try to make me
do something to open a way myself. "You know how wicked and
inconsistent it is," he would say, "to roll this talent in a napkin and
bury it in the earth, as you are doing. Go, and offer yoursel£ to
speak gratuitously in some place. Look around, and see the numbers
of persons who have begun in some such way as this, and see the
good they are doing." On one occasion, friends, he wrought so
powerfully on my mind, and put things in such a smooth way, that I
took his advice. About eight years ago I went to Teddington to stay
from the Saturday to the Monday. There was no Gospel, except the
world's Gospel, preached there then, and I do not know that there is
now. However, there were bills exhibited, announcing that services
for the people were to take place at the hotel. I went, therefore, and
found a number of persons gathered together to be addressed by lay
preachers. I thought, this is just the thing;. if I were only to give my
name to that gentleman, and commit the matter to the Lord, and say,
"Lord, if thou wilt accept of my service, do so for Jesus Christ's sake.'
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Acc0rdingly, the next week I went down again to the same place, with
the intention of volunteering to assist in that or any such like service.
I l,ad made it a matter of prayer during the week, and thought that I
was taking a right step. At any rate, I did not feel any great check
f conscience, neither (lid I feel faith working by love; and when I
cllme away from that meeting, at which, through mercy, I was restrained
from givilJg my name, such a horror of great darkness came over me
that I thought I was cut off from all hope of eternal salvation. My
religion seemed completely swept away, all past experience seemed
utterly taken from me, antI nothing but despair appeared before
me, while the wurds, "Clean gone for ever!" "Clean gone for ever!"
followed me in rapid succession. On the Monday following I went to
Kingston to hear Mr. JOIIN FOREMAN preach, at which place I saw
several young ministers, who reminded me of my condition :of mind a
day or two before, which, with the dreadful state of despair I was then
in, gave me such views of the solemn responsibility of ministerial work
as I hope I shall never forget. How solemn anr} awful must the state
of that man be, who, moved by ambition, or a desire for a respectable
living, or with the freewill desire of converting his fellow men, stands
up as a servant of Go-I when God has never sent him, and therefore
preaches without tlte Spirit's light or power, as a blind leader of the
blind, as the servant of Satan leading sinners hlindfold into the pit of
verlasting destruction. In this state of darkness or despair (for I
Jmow not what to call it) I was kept for five weeks, and sometimes in
nnguish of spirit aske(i the Lorrl, if there was no hope for me, if
] le would tell me so, for I felt as though it would be a degree of rest
t,1l know the worst. I kn~w not what this could have been but awful
rebellion, yet at the same time my own unworthiness and the Lord's
goodness were so deeply felt, that I determined, if He did let me
know the worst, I would honour Him all I could, both here and
hereafter.
I may here state that I was engaged regularly all this time in the
Sabbath School, and had been accustomed to deliver addresses to the
children once a month or so. But now I made up my mind not to
deliver any more addresses, nor to engage in pra)'er where I could be
heard. I told a friend that I had now done with the idea of preaching for
ever, and hoped, consequently, to be able to go on quietly in the
school. However, about this time, as my duty was, I went to visit an
old woman, and I said to her, "I can read the Word to you, but I
cannot pray." "Why not 1" "Because of the state of my mind."
Then said she, "The Lord will bring you out of that, for He has a
work for you to do." "What do you mean'" I asked. "I have
had the impression for years," she replied. And I found afterwards
that several other persolls were also looking forward for the same
thing, to wltOlJl I had said nothing of the matter. To pass on: The
L0rd. brought me out of this darkness by blessing the reading of a
work uf KRUMMACHEli'S on the temptations of Christ in the wilderness,
by which I was led to see that Jesus Christ, the great High Priest, had
passed through my dark path, endured my temptations, and that now
on the right hand of power He could and did sympathize with me.
This gave me such a view of the priesthood of Christ, and caused such
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love to Him, that it has ever since been a favourite theme with me.
He in His unspeakably glorious character of Mediator between God
and man, is as the ladder that Jacob saw, the lowest part of which
represents His manhood coming down into the most distressing temptations that His chosen can come into, while the top, going up out of
sight into heaven, points to the same Person as the Almighty, Eternal,
Incomprehensible Jehovah, with infinite power and boundless sympathy.
Having thus been delivered from this horrible state of mind, the
thought occurred to me, "What about the ministry now 1 " and I felt
speechless. I could not say " Never, never," for I was delivi'red from
the darkness. I could not say otherwise, seeing what a thrashing I
had had for attempting to put myself forward. The question seemed
-put to me again, and I said, "Lord, Thou knowest. If it be Thy will,
send me in Thy name " if othe1'1vise, may 1 neveT go." I was brought t.o
be entirely dependent on the sovereign will of God. Just about thIS
time, Mr. LUCKIN came into Woodbridge Chapel Sabbath School, and
beckoned me to him and said, "Has your mind been exerciscd about
the ministry lately 1" At this question I was much surprised, bu t
after some hesitation I replied, "Yes, sir, it has." He said, "You
have been very much laid upon my mind of late, and I should like to
see you about it." An appointment was then made for me to meet
him at his house. After which all the solemnity of this work came
upon me, and I feared greatly lest this also should be a false step.
In this state of mind I went to my Bible to seek for consolation, and
opened upon Revelation iii. 8, "I know thy works: behold, I have
set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast
a little strength, and hast kept My word, and hast not denied My
name." If I am not deceived, this J:lassage came with the power of the
Holy Spirit, and fram that time I felt my mind subdued and submissive to the will of God in this matter, whether it was to serve
in private or public, in silence or by preaching. I then went to see
Mr. LUCKIN, to whom I related the Lord's dealings with me,
and he said a friend had called from Cranbrook to ask if he
knew anyone whom he could recommend to supply the pulpit at
.Ebenezer Chapel, in that town, adding, "Will you go 1" I replie~, ".I
would be afraid to say' No,' but at the same time I would not aSSIst III
opening the door if I could." Accordingly, on the second Lord's Day
in January, 1865, I went there to preach; this was a few weeks after
the words, "I have set before thee an open door" were given. I ~as
much exercised the whole of the day, during which I had three servIc~s
to take, and these words continually followed me, "I will make mamfest the savour of My righteous name by thee in every place." The
Lord enabled me to speak, but it was with very great trial. I tben
thought that at last the way was opened, and that the Lord had
opened it. But I heard no more from that place for three years and
a-half, and you may judge of my exercise during that time without
my describing it. I went on giving addresses occasionally in the
Sunday School, which the Lord condescended to bless both to teachers
and scholars. Once during this three and a-half years, however, I
preached, and it was under remarkable circumstances. I was at work
at ten o'clock on the Saturday night, when these words fell powerfully
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on my mind without any previous thought, "I will make the place
of My feet glorious." On the following day I had by engagement to
go to Woodbridge Ohapel to mind the school children in the gallery,
which was quite an unusual thing with me, as I had not been to
chapel in the morning for about six months. These words were
sweetly opened up to me on the Saturday night and Sunday morning,
and when I went to chapel to attend to the children, two friends met
me at the door, wl:o said, "Mr. LUCK IN is taken suddenly ill, and two
persons have gone for you." The deacons then asked me to preach,
for they knew not what to do, as the people were all waiting, but at
first I hesitated and refused. I was so taken by surprise, but my
Oovenant God was llot. llowever, at length I consented, and though
my head began to ache as though it would split, the Lol'd did enable
me to speak twice to the people that day, and a blessing rested on the
Word. After the three years and a-half I heard again from Oranbrook.
I went several times, and the last time but one my mind was so deeply
exercised and tried about the work that I thought I was going wrong
altogether. I came to the conclusion that I had no business to preach,
and determined to give it up. My usual employment seemed so delightful, compared with the work of the ministry, that it was quite a
relief to get back to it after the Sunday's toil. The next day I went
to Eastbourno, met my friend Mr. BAxTER, and told him of my determination, at which he seemed grieved, and assured me that he was
no stranger to all my experience.
On tho following Wednesday, however, we went to Tunbridge
Wells, where we met Mr. EDwARDs, Mr. E. VINALL, and Mr.
WEI,LAND, to whom Mr. B.A.xTER made known my resolution, which
caused them to relate such accounts of their ministerial exercises,
as quite made me feel tbat my case was not a strange one,
and that if God made the way I must go, whether I were dark or
light, had text or no text, sermon or no sermon, whether I were bound
or free, through evil report or good report, and that I must" know
nothing among men save Jesus Ohrist, and Him crucified." Soon after
this I spoke again at Oranbrook, and doors began to open for me at
l~ichmond, Strood, Bedford, and at Lewes to supply for my friend Mr.
WELLAND, through which an invitation was sont to me to supply this
pulpit (Providence Ohapel, Ohurch Street, Brighton); and when I
entered the vestry I felt as much at home as I do now. There was
something that my faith took hold of, that seemed to say, "Watch the
hand of the Lord." My fil'l3t text here was, "When He hath tried me,
I shall come forth as gold." What has been advanced may serve to
show that the fiery trial has not altogether been escaped. May the
Lord in mercy bring me forth from time to time, to the honour of
His precious name. Through the boundless mercy of a Oovenant
God, I have been enabled to stand before you, preaching peace by Jesus
Ohrist, for fourteen months, with what result you best Imow. Thus,
friends, I have tried to trace the hand of the Lord bringing me out
of nature's darkness, and leading ruo to this place to preach His
Gospel.
Now, dear Mr. Editor, permit me in conclusion to say, to the glory
and praise of God, that He who at that time-twenty-four years ago
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-said unto me, "Trust in the Lord, and 00 good; so shalt thou
dwell ill the land, and verily thou shalt be fed" ; and, "I will say to
the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring My aons
from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth," has been
abundantly faithful. He has given me a people as decided for their
love to the distinguishing doctrines of sovereign grace, as they are zealous
of good works, and deacons who are not only men of God, but men
of business. Eternal praise to the God of all grace for His great
goodness to the most unworthy of His servant~.
THE SAVIOUR'S TOUCH.
"And it came to pass, who. He was in a cedain city, behold, a man
full of leprosy: wl.o seeing Jr')us felt 01t his jace, and besougl,t Him,
saying, Lonl, ';f l',iou wilt, l'nou canst make me clMn. Ancl JIe put jorth
His hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. Amt i11l111~(ti
atel'!) the lep1"Os'!) departed from him."-LuKE v. 12, 13.

SIN, to the humbled sinner, is not a doubtful opinion but a distressing fact-not a harmless notion-not a bugbear of fanatics, but an
afflicting truth, an unn.eniable reality-a reality which makee him
dread God and abhor himself. He knows he is not right with God,
and is alarmed for the consequence. Now he dts and weeps till tears
fail him, and anon he arises in listless wretchedness to do he knows
not what. At length, with an nndivided strong desire, in all the undissemhled earnestness of a life-and-death necessity, half hoping, half
believing, he ventures to cast himself on his knees before the Most
High, the throne of his offended God, and "Behold, he prayeth."
To every such an ODe let the glad tidings be proclaimed with
trumpet tongue, that the justice of God is satisfied for ever, and the
thunders of His vengeance eternally hushed towards him by the death
of Christ. Let him know that, therefoTe, there is forgiveness with
God that He may be feared, and that He is "moved with compassion." Let him be assured that it is a compassion springing from
everlasting love; that it is justified in all its kindnesses by inflexiblo
equity; that in all its highest, deepest, fullest indulgencee, it is
founded upon unalterable trut1:l, and that the testimony of it is
"worthy of all acceptation," warranting the vastest expectations. To
all such Jesus was ever "moved with compassion."
" Jesus put forth His hand, and touched him." Precious touch!- It
exemplifies a tenderness, a pity, and a power demonstratively Divine.
The sympathy of Jesus is salvation. Nothing is too hard for His hand,
and but a touch is enough. He weeps not in helpless compassion over
the helpless in misery, but with a touch commands salvation. He is
able to save to the uttermost the foulest leper that comes to God
by Him-able by a touch. Jesus is the willing and abla Saviour,
and whosoever ralleth upon Him shall be sa.ved. Still He touches
and still He heals. With equal compassion He now welcumes the
helpless tu His aid aDd the miserable to His macy, and wi~h equal
power and wiLh equal promptitun.e, He speaks the forgiving word
and gives the IJealing touch.-Fro?n Me11l0i1' of the late Isra,el Atkinson,
Minister of the Gospel, E1'ighton.
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cStrm.ons anb !t.ofts .0£ cStrm.ons.
JESUS TEACHING.
SERMON BY TIlE REV. T. LAURIE, RECTOR OF BEWCASTLE,
CUMBERLAND.

BRAMPTON,

"And it came to pass, that, as the people p1'essed 11![J0n Him to hear the
Word of God, He stood by the lake of Gennesa1·et."-LUKE v. 1.
THE scene before us in thifl verse of Holy Scripture is It perfect one.
Here we see the precious Jesus standing by the sea of Galilee, or,
as it is here called, the lake Genneflaret, a place full of sacred associations to the child of God, on account of the footsteps of his Lord.
As an Eastern sun gilds its wavelets with its glory, and all around
appears to add beauty to the spot, it seems a fit place, if any such
could be found upon this sin-stained earth, for the Lord of life and
glory to preach His sermon to the surrounding eager multitude. Although
we have thus glanced at the lovely scenery, it is not this that arreste
the attention of the disciple of Jesus Christ, although we see bere,
as on so many other occasions, the crowding multitude pressing and
thronging upon the Master. It is not with their cries, or earnestness,
or eager anxiety to get near to Jesus, that the child of God concerns
himself. There is for him but one attractive object that day on the
lake shore of Galilee. He is "looking unto JeS1tS, the Author and
Finisher of Ilis faith." He gazes on the Sun of Righteousness, heedless
of that created sun that floods the lake Genllesaret with glory, and
he listens to the words of Him who spake as never man spake before.
As we read this flrst verse of the fifth chapter of Luke's Gospel, tbe
thought arises, What was that Word of God that is thus 1'eferrecl to?
The Gospels, or histories of Christ, that are now so precious to us, had
not been written then, much less the other portions of what we now
know as the New Testament Scriptures. If therefore by "the Word
of God" we are to understand any portion of that valued book the
Bible, it must have been an exposition of the writings of the Old
Testament that fell from the lips of Jesus, and we can hardly conceive
of any work more delightful to the Christ of Gud, more fully or truly
termed "His Father's business," than thus expounding those heavenly
writings, and making clearer to our fellow sinners the Father's will.
For a moment, and it must be no longer, let us picture to ourselves
those unfoldings of the Word. The records of Genesis, how true they
must all have been felt to be when handled by such a Preacher!
The ceremonial law, how clearly it must have appeared to point out the
promised Messiah, as the divine light flooded those old mysterious
parchments; the divine utterances of Isaiah, and the plaintive strains
of the mournful Prophet, persecuted by his kinsfulk when Judah was
led captive to Babylon; must all have received new life, and light, and
vigour, as quoted and expounded by the Christ ot' God. Surely in
that surging multitude, pressing upon Him to hear the Word of Goo,
there must have been some who, like the two disciples, some short
iime after, on their solitary and tearful journey to Emmaus, could say,
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after hearing His wondrous unfoldings, "Did not our hearts burn
within as He talked with us by the way," and expounded, as we know
He did, all things written in the sacred Scriptures of His chequered Ufe
on earth 1
If, however, we are currect in our conjecture, and this discourso of
Jesus was, as we have supposed, an exposition of Old Testament writings,
surely we have in this our text a valuable proof from a New Testament
writer, whose inspiration is doubted but by few, that the records of
Genesis, the miracles of Exodus, the minute details of Leviticus, the
types and prophesies in Numbers, and the beautiful exhortations of
Deuteronomy, are each and all the Word of God, and this secures
their Divine origin, and asserts their full and verlint inspiration. Is
not this worth noting in the present day, when we have fallen on days
of tribulation, and the love of many to the Holy Bible has waxed cold 1
Is not this worth noting when clever men-clever in all but heavenly
wisdom-have thrown doubts on the veracity of [saiah'8 prophecies,
and write of the books of the Psalms as pretty Jewish hymns, and
nothing more 1 What a comfort it is to the child of God when he is
kept faithful, and, led to grasp the truth of Scripture with the simplicity
of a~ little child, he feels and says, "It is my Father's voice; I know
and love it. Heaven and earth may pass away, but His Word shall
not."
It may be said, however, that here was no such exposition of Old
Testament Scriptures as we have supposed, that it was not Christ's
custom to expound the law as did the scribes and Pharisees in the
synagogues j but rather we have here the very words of Christ as a
Preacher of the Gospel, ana that " the Word of God" referred to is
identical with those parables and gracious sayings which go to make
up the Gospel of the Kingdom as preached by Jesus Christ. Let it
be admitted that those who argue thus are correct in their suggestions;
let us confess that the very words of Jesus (we here intended, and not
such as we find in the Jewish writings; what conclusion do we thus
arrive at 1 What result is thus obtained by the enemies of the Inspired
Word 1 Of a truth, their cause gains not by thus apparently shifting
the position, and if, as they say, the passage in the text refers to the
teachings of Jesus, then we have here a most direct, emphatic, and
conclusive statement by St. Luke of the Divinity of our Lord, for his
words are plainly stated to be the words of Goel, and this could not be
if He were not Divine. How precious, then, to the souls of God's own
children is the truth of our text. Whichever way we take it, whatever
light we set it in, refer it to Old Testament or New, the teaching is
identical-the Scriptures from end to end are the words of Goel. Oh,
how great the grace, how truly distinguishing the mercy, that God's
family, God's flock, God's purchased ones, are not left unenlightened on
this vital point, but what is said of them is true, "My sheep hear My
voice j I know them, and they follow Me" j and even more blessed still
is the conclusion of the sentence, "I give unto them eternal life, and
they shall never perish, and none shall pluck them from My hand."
Since, then, all who have been taught of God thus recognize the
Bible as His Word, it becomes no unimportant question for each of
us, Do I believe in the verbal, plenary, perfect inspiration of the sacred
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Scriptures 1 It is said, indeed, that such teaching is old-fashioned,
antiquated doctrine, unfit for the present day. Old-fashioned it may be,
antiquated if you will, but with all that, it is unquestionably the truth of
God; and if we would keep the narrow road that leadeth to the
Kingdom, we must hold by the inspiration of the Bible, the truth of
our Father's Word. "The Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the
Bible," has been well said to be the religion of Protestants. It is so,
for the whole Bible from end to end, from cover to cover, is the inspired
Word of God, and testifies fully of Jesus as the Saviour of His
elect.
Oh, how precious are the types and figures and similies of the Old
Testament when the light of God's Holy Spirit enables us to see
Jesus in them all! How interesting do the details become of the
daily sacrifices, and of those offered on the day of Atonement, when
in the blood sprinkled we behold the blood of Calvary, for"Tho sprinkled blood is speaking
Before the Father's throne;
The Spirit's power is seeking
To make its virtues known.
The sprinkled blood secureth
Our mansions bright and fair;
There sinless joy endureth,
We rest with Jesus there."
If to the eyes opened by the Spirit's power, the sayings and doings,
the words and actions, of the saints of old become thus attractive,
how much more eagerly again does the ear, opened by Divine power,
listen to the joyful sounds of Gospel tidings! If the doings of the
Jewish priest deserve attention, how much more the doings of our
Great High Priest above, who ever liveth to make intercession for us!
Now, the Bible is the only book that tells us faithfully of the sayings
and doings, the life and death, and resurrection too, of the precious
Lamb of God. If we would know Christ, become acquainted with
the Father's love, or taste at least something of the Holy Spirit's
power, we must read our Bibles, read both carefully and prayerfully
our Father's Word. Souls are begotten again by the incorruptible seed
of the Word of God, if therefore we desire the new birth for any
dear to us, let us place the sacred Book of God within their reach.
If we desire for ourselves an increase of grace, and fresh vigour in
spiritual life, let us pray that in the blessed Scriptures we may feed
on the bread of life, and drink of the streams of that living water,
that maketh glad the city of our God.
Dear readers, are we thus anxious for the teachings of Jesus ~ like
the crowd by the sea of Galilee, do we press forward to hear the
Word of God ~

SALVATION is given to a believer in Christ with as good will by the
Father, as the price of salvation was laid down by the Son. No man
can please the Father better, nor so much, as by believing on the
Son, and by giving Him employment in His office and calling of
saving.
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~rDtestltnt ~tltWn.
A REPLY TO THE POPE'S LETTER, INVITING THE ENGLISH
PEOPLE TO RETURN TO THE PAPAOY.
By

THI! REV.

G. D.

HOOPER,

air

LUTON.

To POPE LEO XIII.
BELIEVING your address to be intended for perusal and reflection, the
following reply is tendered to you and your followers in explanation
of how Bible-loving Ohristians regard your letter:"Leo XIII. to the English people who seek the kingdom of Ohrist
in the Unity of the Faith."
As Evangelical Ohristians it is our joy to inform you we are not
seekers, but finders.
Having received Ohrist Jesus as our only and
all-sufficient Saviour, we rest on His finished work for acceptance with
God, and know we are complete in Him (Heb. x. 10-14; 001. ii. 10).
We have learned that "The kingdom of God is not meat and drin k
[whatever stress is laid on these in your system], but righteousnoss,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xiv. 17). We have
already begun the gracious experience of the Lord's words, "The
kingdom of God is within you" (Luke xvii. 21). By the grace of God
we hold this inward realization of the kingdom to be the precursor of
our Lord's return as King of kings, to take to Himself His great
power and reign (Rev. xi. 15-17; xix. 16). Meantime, His kingdom
If your letter is addressed to
is not of this world (John xviii. 36).
those who are not true believers, we are well aware such are exhorted
to seek the kingdom of God, and His righteousness (Matt. vi. 33), but
this is vastly different from falling into the arms of the Papacy. We,
too, urge all such to seek the kingdom, wherein Ohrist alone is King,
and his laws are loved and obeyed.
" THE UNITY OF THE FAITH" is your great plea. You allege, "How
keen is our wish that some effort of ours might tend to assist and
further . . • . the reunion of Ohristendom." We would remind
you that uniformity is not unity. Has not the Papacy known and
been torn by internal differences t What of Agustinians, Dominicans,
and Franciscans 1 What of Jansenists and Port Royalists 1 What of
Tra-montanes and Ultra-montanes, &c. 1 When we turn from your
attempt by external force to make a kingdom of God among men,
to the gracious work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of true .believers,
we find the real unity of faith produced by the Paraclete Himself.
All such believers, convinced of sin and regenerate by the Spirit, are
baptized by that Spirit into one body, the mystical body of Ohrist,
composed of all who are one with Him in living faith. Differing in
Ohristian liberty on non-essentials, they all own" One Lord, one faith,
one baptism," albeit that Lord is Jesus Ohrist; that faith the substance of the Gospel as preached by apostles and written in the New
Testament; that baptism inwardly of the Holy Ghost, and outwardly
the symbol of our confession and discipleship.
Believing that the
lordship of the Pope is an intrusion into the sole kingship of Ohrist :
that the Papacy has alike added to and taken from the one faith,
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and that the baptism professed by Rome is mechanical and superstitious, instead of spiritual and scriptural, it is very evident that
reunion on your terins means unity in error, and would only accelerate
apostasy. Remembering our Lord's warning, to "Oall no man your
father upon earth, for One is your Father which is in heaven," and
again, "One is your Master, even Ohrist; and all ye are brethren"
(Matt. xxiii. 8, 9), we are constrained in loyalty to our one Lord
and Master, Ohrist, to repudiate your claims to spiritual lordship,
or regard yourself as the centre of unity.
"THE LOVE AND CARE OF THE ROMAN PONTIFFS FOR ENGLAND
(you affirm) has been traditional from the days of our holy predecessor, Gregory the Great."
You further remind us that thirteen
centuries have nearly pas~erl since Augustine and his forty monks
You
landed in Kent on their mission from Gregor.v, A.D. 596.
must be well aware that long before this the Gospel was planted
in Britain. Did not St. Alban lay down his life for the faith in
303 A.D.1 Eleven years later, British bishops were present at the
Oonncilof Arles. Did not Solomon, Duke of Oornwall, openly profess
Ohristianity in the middle of the fourth century; and towards that
century's close were not nobles, clergy, and people "living happily
togetl1er in the bonds of Ohristian nnity" 1 (Whitaker, sect. i. p. 32).
Do you not know that 118 British bishops were present at St.
David's Oouncil in the sixth century 1 Have you forgotten that
thirty-three years before Augustine came to Britain, Oolumba settled
in Scotland with his followers, and rapidly won in England, as well
as Scotland, converts who were the C1ddees (worshippers of God) 1
Hear what Oollier says of these in relation to Augustine's mission:
"In their principles and practice, the Ouldees offered a vigorous
opposition to many of the errors and corruptions of the Romish
Ohurch. The followers of Augustine set themselves to arrest their
progress, and bring the whole of Britain under the spiritual supremacy
of the Pope. All who struggled for the independence of the early
British Ohurch were pmsued with unrelenting hostility; and ultimately
the policy of Rome triumphed" (British !fist., p. 223).
This love and care of the Homan pontiffs savours rather of the
wolf's love for the lamb; and is further illustrated in England by
repeated Papal bulls, interdicts, and bans; by the Pope's blessing
on the Spanish Armada, and other similar tokens of Papal favour.
One reference of your letter is significant. You look with longing
to the days when England "dedicated the first-fruits of its faith
to Ohrist our Lord and God." No wonder you lament the loss of
these "first-fruits." Their revenue was a richer mine to the Papacy
than Peter's pence.
Every benefice occupied had then to send its
first year's income to Rome as "first-fruits." So with every bishopric.
Henry VIII. diverted this revenue to the English Orown, which kept
it till the time of Queen Anne.
It was then made over as "Queen
Anne's Bounty," as a fund for the relief of the poorer clergy. Surely
you do not grudge these under-shepherds the extra pittance they
thus get-small indeed compared with your own princely revenues
and royal state!
Your" singular joy" at the attention given here to the "SOCIAL
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QUESTION," and efforts to improve the working classes, seem a bid
for the favour of the democracy. In Italy, Spain, and Ireland, where
you have virtually ruled for centuries, we have seen no such solicitude.
We invite you to prove your desire for such amelioration by strenuous
efforts in Papal lands. Till then you must excuse us if we think
you seek to ride to favour on the work of others than yourself.
Your encomiums on "THE STRICT PUBLIC OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY,
and the general spirit of respect for the Holy Scriptures," are as
frank as they are true. But of what faith, let me ask, are they the
fruit ~ Not the Papal, but the Protestant. As to the sanctity of the
Lord's Day, it is notorious that where Protestantism prevails this is
cherished. Where your sway is owned, as on the Continent of Europe
or in South America, it is mass in the morning and masquerade at
night. Your love and care for Britain will therefore be best shown
by sparing us the blight of the Continental Sunday.
As to THE SCRIPTURES, you commend our reverence for them 111'1'0,
while you are burning them in Spain and France! You allow thcil'
use here, where it is usele3s to oppose them; but yeu virtually forbid
them in your own domains. Do you not know that in 1519 six men
and a woman were burnt at Coventry for teaching their children the
Lord's Prayer and the Ten Commandments ~ In 1551, when Bishop
HOOPER was appointed to the See of Gloucester, "he found that out
of 311 clergy of his diocese, 168 were unable to repeat the Ten Commandments; 31 of the 168 could not say in what part of the Scripture
they were to be found; 40 could not tell where the Lord's Prayer
was written, and 31 of the 40 did not know who was the author of the
Lord's Prayer" (What do we Owe to the Refo7'mation.2 By the BISHOP
OF LIVERPOOL). And in Italy, Spain, parts of France, and South
America, where Protestantism has not yet shed the light of ScripturE',
I fully believe your priesthood to-day would be as ignorant in this
respect as Gloucester was in Bishop HOOPER'S time. Where the Bible
is loved and studied the Papacy dies away. Is not this the gl'ound
of your hostility to Scripture, except in Protestant countries, where it
is already popular ~ Have you forgotten the words of your predocessor,
LEO XII. 1 "A certain society, commonly called the Bible Society,
audaciously wanders over the whole globe to get the IToly Scriptures
translated, or rather perverted, into the vulgar tongue of all the
nations. To avert this pest-to show how pernicious for faith and
morals this perfidious institution (the Bible Society) is," &c.! !! No,
no; it is not your Papal system that teaches reverence to Scripture,
but that very Protestantism which you denounce.
Once more, you gather comfort from the effurts made to preserve
"AN EDUCATION BASED ON RELIGIOUS TEACHING," by which you mean
the training of the young in Romish principles at the expense of the
British taxpayer. This is a tyranny which t,he people of England are
not likely to endure. If you wish to train the young in your
principles, it should at least be done at your own expense.
INVOCATION OF SAINTS.-Most carefully you keep back in your letter
the leading dogmas of your system. But at the close you invoke your
old friends the saints to help on your appeal-St. Gregory, St. Peter,
aud St. George. Turning to the Scriptures you have commended, we
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find no warrant for such prayers. We are continually and everywhere
exhorted to make known our requests unto God (Phil. iv. 6). As
His children, witih Christ at once our Saviour and our only Priest, we
"come boldly unt,o the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 16). It is true
your wIiters justify the invocation of saints and angels by quoting the
Apostle John's falling down "to adore before the feet of the angel"
(Apoc. xxii. 8). But you omit the following verse, where the angel
says, "See thou do it not . . . worship God!" I have before me
now KEENAN'S Catechism, in which this very practice is urged by the
text quoted, omitting the rebuke and correction of the angel himself.
A little more reverence for Scripture would save your system from
this idolatry.
Finally, you commend your desire for England's return to the
Papacy in a prayer to the Virgin, and promise three hundred days'
INDULGENCE to all who piously recite the prayer. By indulgence, you
mean "a remission of the punishment due to sin. Indulgences were
the invention of the eleventh centnry, designed by URBAN n., as A
recompense to those who went in person to the Holy Land." History
declares the awful history of these cheap passports to the Divine
favour. We are mindful of the work of TETzEL, and his avowal,
that the moment the money chinked in his box departed souls flew
out of purgatory. Whether in reference to indulgences of the greater
sort, reaching to Hades, or of the lesser kind, allowing ampler diet
on your fast days, we regard the whole system as a man-made device
either to extort money or to enforce obedience. The only "indulgence" of value to the child of God is His conscious love and abiding
gr,lce vouchsafed through Jesus Christ.
Your prayer for England" TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN," as "Mary,
Mother of God," is one that emphasizes our alienation, And makes
impossible the thought of union. In the first place, blessed as the
Virgin is, as the mother of our Lord's humanity, to speak of her as
the mother of His Deity (that is, Mother of God) is to ignore the
distinction between two natu1"es-the Divine and the human-in th~ one
Person of our Lord, and to assert what is absurd, that the infinite
and et,ernal God, as such, could be born of woman. Your worship of
Mary is, to Scriptural Protestants, sheer idolatry. Your refined distinctions between the degrees of worship due to God, to Mary, and
to saints, are unknown to the Bible. And to worship the creature in
any way is an invasion of the rights of the Triune God, forbidden by
the first and second Commandments (Exodus xx. 3-6), and contrary
to the whole teaching of God's Word. Mary's spirit rej oiced in her
Saviour (Luke i. 47), and all generations call her blessed. This does
not exalt her to the throne of Deity, nor intrude her into the one
and only Mediatorship of the Man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. ii. 5).
Be well assured that all that is here stated is set down in defence
of truth, or in solemn warning of the false pretences and unscriptural
position assumed by you and by your system. Salvation is a personal
matter, and is only known as we pass through the strait gate of
repentance and by the narrow way of faith. Jesus is the Lamb of
God, who takes away our sins; and "if we confess our sins [to Him J.
2 0
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HE is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9).
Meantime, until your system learns to worship the Triune God
alone, to recognize the authority of God's Written Word, the perfect
guidance of the Holy Spirit to each faithful soul, the spirituality
rather than the sensuousness of religion, the High Priesthood of
Ohrist and the priesthood of all believers, the powerlessness of
sacraments to save or sanctify, and the all-embracing love of God for
the whole Ohristian family, we must assure you of our love to you as
men, but that in loyalty to Jesus Ohrist, we can think of no union
with Error, and of no fellowship not based upon God's ·Word.
[The above spirited and truthful Reply, which was posted to the
Pope last month, may be had as a four-page tract, price 2s. 6d. per
100, from the Monthly Tract Society, 181, Queen Victoria Street,
London, E.O.-ED.J
THE FORTHOOMING OLIFTON OONFERENOE.
THE circular convening the thirty-third annual Oonference of Ohristians
of al1 denominations, at Olifton, has jnst been issued. It was the
custom of the late beloved Editors of this Magazine to publish in
the September number a copy of the official invitation to the Oonference-a custom which we are pleased to follow, for we are aware
that many of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have attended
yearly ·the meetings at Olifton since the date of their institution by
the late Rev. SAMUEL ABRAHAM WALKER, in 1873. It will be seen that
the subject selected for consideration in October next is one which lies
at the foundation of our salvation-THE LOVE OF GOD-THE TRIUNE
GOD.
Those of our readers who may not be able to attend the
Olifton meetings will, it is hoped, earnestly ask the Lord for a special
outpouring of His Oovenant blessing on the Word of His Grace to be
spoken by His servants.
Outline of Oonference Meetings :-Tuesday, October 1st, at elovon
a.m. and seven p.m., "The LOVE of God the Fctther." Wednesday,
October 2nd, at eleven a.m. and seven p.m., "The LOVE of God the
Son." Thursday, October 3rd, at eleven a.m., 11 The LOVE of Goel the
Spirit" ; at seven p.m., Conference Ser1Jwn and Lord's Supper.
·OIRCULAR.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLow-BELmvERs IN TUE LORD JESUS OHRIST,
-Once more it is granted me to convene the Oonference of God's people
at Olifton. The meetings will be held at the Victoria Rooms on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, October 1st, 2nd, and 3rd-if the
Lord permit.
May I hope that you, and your friends, will be present to share the
ble3sing which our faithful God has promised to His children when
they gather in the name of His beloved Son ~ Precious indeed have
past seasons of communion proved in connection with the Olifton
Oonferences. By many of us they have been enjoyed as sweet foretastes
of the banquet-the marriage supper of the Lamb-for which the loyal
hearts of God's redeemed ardently thirst. They have refreshed the
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souls of Zion's wayfarers, supplying brooks by the way for the faint
and weary, and causing them to go onward rejoicing. Many a once
root-sore pilgrim, now at rest, blessed God and took courage after
reastil~g with the King's guests at the bountiful table at Olifton, spread
by HIs own loving hand. Many more, still bearing the heat and
bu~'den of the day in the Gospel vineyard, can bear testimony to the
. dlfication and spiritual renewing received by them at those gathermgs. Let us then, beloved friends, once more assemble in the
procious name of Jesus to speak "one to another" of Him and His
Mlvation.
Tho subject laid on my heart for consideration is-" THE LOVE OF
(JOJ)," in three aspects: (1) "The Love of the Father" ; (2) "The Love
of the Son"; and (3) "The Love of the Spirit."
Oould a more attractive theme engage the hearts and minds of
God's redeemed ~ Oertainly no more 'blissful subject will occupy their
ransomed powers hereafter. Oh, then, let us seek now to enter more
fully and experimentally into the heights and depths of this eternal,
ineffable, unquenchable Love of Him who assures us"Mine is an unohanging Love,
Higher than the heights above;
Deeper than the depths beneath,
Free and faithful, strong as death."
Let us also contemplate the utter unloveliness of the sinful objects of that
grcat Love, and consider something of the infinite freeness of the spring,
course, and volume of God's affection. Oh, wondrous truth !-" But
Uod, who is rich in mercy, for His great Love wherewith He lov: ed
1I~, 1/'1'// ?Vhl'/I, IV~ 1iJI'r~ dewl in sins, hath quickened us together With
)llrj~L" (J,jph. ii. "1, 5). Because He loved us in Him, He raised .us
with I Lim, and in Him seated us in heavenly places. All our salvatIOn
und hopes for eternity contre in the Love which gave Ohrist unto
us in the countless perfections of His person, offices, and fulness. It
was Love-the Love of the Father-which chose us, and called us to
be His sons and daughters. " Behold what manner of Love the
.Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God! "
"Oh, what Love the Fitther bore us!
Oh, how precious in H\s snght,
When He gave the Church to J esusJesus, His whole soul's delight!"
Oomo, brethren in Ohrist, and gather together in the power of that
constraining Love which the Holy Word shows us is sovereign (Eph. ii.
4, 5), abiding (Zoph. iii. 17), unfailing (Isaiah xlix; 15, 16), inalienable (Rom. viii. 3D), everlasting (Jer. xxxi. 3). To see His children
assembled to converse one with another of redeeming Love must,
slll'ely, deligllt the Father's heart. Then it is He banquets them in
the inmost courts of His house, and His banner over them is Love. All
that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit have done, are doing,
or will ever do for us, dear fellow-believers, must be traced up to the
:free fount of eternal Love. Love wrote every promise in the Book
of Truth. Love rejoices to perform the promises. Love encompasses
202
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the believer in Christ each step of his Zion-ward pilgrimage.. Love
mixes the cup of tribulationfor the saints. Love Divine utters each
rebuke, orders each wound, and herself administers the rod of correction.
It is the threefold Love of J ehovah which causes all things to "work
together for good to them that love God, to them that are the
called according to His purpose." In Jesus we see personified the
Love-the uttered Love-of the undivided Three. J esus-God-Man
-is the living expression of the tender Love which planned, wrought
out, and applies the salvation of the Ohurch. The praises of God's Love,
then, befit the lips of saved sinners, and, as such, we do well to
meet together "with one accord in one place," that we may unitedly
show forth the praises of that wondrous Love which we delight to
realize.
The redeeming, reconciling, cleansing blood of Ohrist-the sacrifice
of His infinite Love-demands our loftiest songs. At the present
crisis of unbelief and misbelief throughout Ohristendom, a solemn
obligation rests upon those to whom the Gospel doctrine of Ohrist's
vicarious atonement is the sole foundation of their hopes for eternity,
to emphasise their faith by publicly asserting its Scripture warrant,
while seeking in a spirit of tender love to warn those who have gone
astray. "By love serve one another" is the Divine command. "The
Love of the Spirit" is a potent principle which actuates the walk and
testimony of those whom He indwells, and we honour the Spirit-and
then only-when we recognise in our communications one with another
His tender, gentle, constraining influences, His hallowing presence,
and His infallible guidance. Oh, that in the forthcoming assembly of
those whom He has quickened, anointed and instructed, His ruling
authority may be gladly and reverently owned by all, and that the
rich dew of His blessing may rest abundantly alike upon those who
speak and those who hear.
Earnestly soliciting your intercessory prayers for myself in the discharge of the responsible duties which are inseparable from the service
to which the Lord has called me, I am,
Yours faithfully, for His sake,
JAMES ORMJSTON,

Rector oJ St. Mary.te·Port, Bril1tot.

3, Berkeley Squnre, Clijton, Bristol, AUg1tst, 1895.

P.S.-AlI communications having reference to the Oonference should
be addressed to THE OONVENER, 3, Berkeley Square, Olifton, Bristol.

IT shall be well in seasons of persecution. "He that will live godly
in Ohrist Jesus shall suffer persecution." No cross, no saint; no cross, no
crown. The cross is sometimes heavy. It often brings persecution from
those most dear. We look for escape, and ask, Must it be so ~ But in
the midst of all, there is a deep peace within us which no storms can
touch. "In the world ye shall have tribulation." Unweeping eyes
are not our lot in this vale, but, while dim with tears, it is well. On
every storm-cloud there is a bow of hope. "It is well."-The lnte
Rev. F. Hoare.
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TOPLADY'S HYMNS.
WE have received several interesting letters from our readers supplying
such information as they possessed on the subject of the authorship
of the two hymns attributed to AUGUSTUS TOPLADY, beginning,
"Oharged with the complicated load," and, "0 Lamb of God, my
Saviour," and we think the following letter will serve the object of
our Ipswich correspondent, who sought certain information in our July
issue : To the Eclito1' of the Gospel llfaga.zine.
DEAR SIR,-I send you the following information concerning the two
hymns. "0 Lamb of God, my Saviour" is found in the GOSPEl. MAGAZINE for June, 1776 (page 287)-verse 1, NICHOLE DEcms ; verses 2, 3, and
4, PAUL GERHARDT. The original of NICHOLE DECIUS' hymn may be
found in J. C. JACDBI'S Psalmodia Gm'manica: Lond.: 1722, headed, "0
Lamb Gottes unschuldig," and called a "Passion Hymn." In verses
2, 3, :1nd 4 reference can be made to the hymn, " Salve caput cruentatum,"
No. 222 in the MOl'avian Hymn-book of 1754, page 125, sub Hymns of the
P?'imitive Olnwch. The hymn is assigned to BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX,
A.D. 1100, and this is GERHARDT'S version, translated by JOHN GAlliBOLD,
Bisbop of the Brethren Church in London, and formerly Vicar of Stanton
Harcourt, Oxon. My authority for the above was the late Mr. DANIEL
SEDGWICK, from wbose MSS. I marked my own copy. The hymn, however, as it :1PPC:1l'S in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1776, is TOPLADY'S own
?'I'nde1'ing from the tmnslation given above. It is No. 156, entitled, "Comfort in De:1th," in TOPLADY'S collection (London, 1776). This is the only
gcnuino colleotion published by TOPLADY, although there is an edition of
h,tOl' dato bearing his name.
'1'1JO othor hymn-" Ch:1l'ged with the complicated guilt"-is No. 323
(" '1'be Propitiation "), in same volume. It is in three verses, Nos. 1 and 2,
ClIAl~Lro:S Wro:ST.ro:y; No. 3, A. M. TOPLADY. It is, however, just possible
that the ideas in verse No. :3 mllY h:1ve been culled from a verse 6f
CHART.ES Wro:SLEY'S.
T :1m, yours very faithfully,
C1'oydon.
OXONIENSIS.

1'.8.-1 n.ppend :1 copy of the second hymn, No. 323, p:1ge 295:(1) "Charged with the complicated load
Of all His people's debt,
By faith I see the Lamb of God
Expire beneath its weight.
(2) "My guilt, transferred from me to Him,
Shall never more be found;
Lost in His blood's atoning stream,
And in that fountain drown'd.
[C. W.l
(3) "My mighty sins to Thee are known;
But mightier still is He
Who laid His life a ransom down,
And pleads His death for me." [A. M. T.]
Psalms and Hymns f01' Public and P1-ivate Wm·ship. Collected (for the
most part) and published by AUGUST US TOPLADY, A.B., Vicar of Broad
Hembury. London: E. and C. Dilly. 1776.
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THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE'S CENTENARY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I find that in three days hence, 25th inst., it will be
just one hundred years since that blessed servant of the Lord J eSllS
Christ, the Rev. WILLIAl\1 ROMAINE, departed to enter into the joy of
his Lord.
That he was a choice man of God and of truth
thousands have attested who have found his "Life, W(~lk, and l'1'iwnph
of Faith" to be "a choice breast of spiritual consolation to the infant
progeny of Zion," as Mr. HUNTINGTON bore his witness to his
writings. He was also a genuine, consistent, honoured minister of
the Established Church of England, and as such, favoured with an
extensive measure of success and esteem.
Finding as an orthodox divine the all-sufficiency of the Holy
Spirit's anointing to enable him to open up and enforce tho Word
of God and doctrines of sovereign grace, he is a "maul" unto all within
her pale, "that turn aside after the crooked ways" of Rome (Psalm
cxxv. 5), and no less a witness to the end of time against every man
of Arminian principles who stands in her· pulpits.
What sweet sayings were these in his last hours: "l knew the
doctrines I preached to be truths, but now I experience them to be
blessings." II Oh, how good is God! What entertainments and
What a prospect do I see before me of
comforts does He give me.
glory and immortality! He is my God in life, in death, and through
eternity." May the Spirit of the Lord, if agreeable to His sovereign
will, raise up many more to follow dear Mr. ROl\'£AINE, a3 he
followed Christ.
Probably some friends may have anticipated me in this, and if so,
there is no harm done.
I am, dear sir, yours in truth,
8i1'kenlimd, J-uly 22nd, 1895.
GEO. AT;r;xANmm.

ANOTHER ENQUIRY.
To the Editor of the Gospel lJIagazine.
DEAR BROTHER,-80me years ago I had a leaflet entitled "Communion," which I think was first printed in our" Family Journal,"
. the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the first line commencing, II A little talk
with Jesus." Can any of your numerous readers inform me where I
could get one hundred copies of so precious a leaflet ~
I am thankful, dear brother, that the Lord has inclined you to
become the Editor of our long-loved Magazine. After the translation of
our late dear friend and beloved brother in Christ, I had a secret
wish that you would take his place. I have never seen you nor heard
you speak, but I feel persuaded that "My God will supply all your
need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
Yours affectionately in Him,
J. CASSE, Senr. (" An Old Disciple.")

Chatham, May, 1895.
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ANSWER TO "AN ENQUIRY."
(Page 497.)

To the Editor of the Gospel JJ!Iagazine.
DEAR SIR,-Your correspondent, Mr. W. HARRODINE, asks whether
the sermon by the late Rev. RICHARD HALE, intended to have
been preached on the occasion of the visit of their Royal Highnesses the DUCHESS OF KENT and the Princess VICTORIA, was ever
printed ~ Mr. HARROWNE will be interested to know that this sermon
forms one of a bound volume, and lies before me as I write. The
sermon is taken from the text, John xvi. 14, and has the following
appendix :-" The author designed to have preached the substance of
this sermon in his church on the 13th September, 1835, when their
Royal Highnesses the DucrIEss OF KENT and the PRINCESS VICTORIA
were present, but was prevented from doing so by His Grace the
ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, who, notwithstanding a respectful remonstrance
made to him, for reasons best known to himself, took possession of his
pulpit, but whether by a legal right or by an assumed power remains
a doubtful point.
It is at the request of a few friends who attend
his ministry that the author has now drawn these pages from their
obscurity, and added them to the number of his tracts; and the public
will be able to judge whether the doctrines contained in them are
such as needed any violent measure to prevent them from being
ohlrudod on Royal ears."
Believe me to be, yours truly,
R. C.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Edit01' DJ the Gospel JJ!Iagn,zine.
Dn:AR SIR,-May I remind our friends that the Mission year closes
next month-September ~ I shall be glad to receive all SUbscriptions
and collecting papers not yet sent in. If any of your readers have
some sermons by the late Mr. JOIIN HAZELTON to spare, they would be
very acceptable and useful to us. Also I would like to mention that
many of our agents who highly value the late dear Editor's writings
would be pleased to receive a copy of the forthcoming Memoir.
1)011 btless there are some who would esteem it a pleasure to order a
few copies for this purpose. "As we have therefore opportunity, let
us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith" (Gal. vi. 10).
FROM A MISSIONARY.
Yom: kind parcel and two boxes of books safely to hand, for which
accept my heartfelt thanks. I thank God the work is being blessed.
Souls :1re being saved, not only by the preaching, but by the parcels of
good reading put on board the number of ships. The sailors always
welcome the books and traots for use during the voyage, and render
their thanks to the kind friend who sends them.
.
FROM A MILITARY TOWN.
I write to thank you so much for the lovely books you sent; we prize
them very much. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE I consider next to the dear
Bible itself. It is very kind of you to help us.
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FROM LONDON.
Parcel received with thanks. Nothing to Pay tracts perfect; the
GOSPEL MAGAZINES very useful. A lady I gave the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
to is going to order it monthly.

I beg to inform" A. N. P." that four years' GOSPEL MAGAZINES were
received, and much regret that only one year was acknowledged. I
would also thank the kind friend who continues to send the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan monthly.
Thanking you for your kindness, and with Christian regards,
r am, very faithfully yours,
ANN EVJJ:RA1W BlUDER.
1, WilLon Place, Salisbury, A~lg1(1jt 6th, 1895.

THE REV. LEGH RICHMOND.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Pardon a comparative stranger, although not altogether
80 (as I have met you on a few occasions at annual meetings of
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society), addressing you; but as a. reader
for many years, and one in complete sympathy with the doctrinal views
held by the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I feel so thankful that God put in
the hearts of the managers of the same to ask you to take the
Editorship of it, and also inclined you to do so; the more especially as
it will now remain in the hands of a Churchman, and will continue
to hold those principles of sovereign grace and electing love which are
certainly the foundation stones of our Church.
My principal object in addressing you is to bring before your
notice one good man, of whose work and labours I do not remember
to have seen any notice at all in the GOSPEL MAGAZINF.; althoughand justly-many references are made to TOPLADY, NEWTO~, ROMAINE,
COWPER, and others; r mean LEGH RICHMOND, who, although
living a little later, deserves by his scriptural character and teaching
to be ranked among them: and, as you are doubtless aware, he was
the author of Annals of the Poor, which alone, under the guidance
of God's Spirit" has been the means of leading many to the feet of
Jesus.
r have by me a Memoir of his life, and it may truly be said of
him, "in labours more abundant"; for not only his faithfulness to
his parishioners in preaching the Gospel fully and clearly to his
people, but also the marvellous succe88, financially as well as
spiritually, that attended his advocacy of the Bible Society, Church
Missionary and Tract Societies, is surprising in its extent, at the
commencement of this century.
r was therefore induced to visit the scene of his labours at Turvey
this month; after visiting the Church and Vicarage of Olney, and
also the house of COWPER-where NEWTON and he lived together in
such Christian harmony for so many years-and also seeing the tomb
erected over NEWTON'S removed remains, and the texts in his study,
over the fire-place, so applicable to his own case.
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On visiting Turvey, I found the Rector quite enthusiastic of LEGH
RICHMOND; in fact, he gave me a little pamphlet he had written
himself, on him. He showed and read me also a letter he has in
LEGH RICHMOND'S own writing, and also a copy of another he wrote
to a man who had been a great enemy to LEGH RICHMOND, but was
converted under a sermon preached by him, the Sunday before the
last that he ever preached, or about March 20th, 1827. He told me also
the fruits of I,EGH RICHMOND'S ministry rpmained to this day, among the
grandchildren of those who were his hearers; and also of an old lady,
now about ninety, who rejoices in the circumstance that she learnt
and repeated the whole of John iii., which LEGH RICHMOND had
given her to learn; which was the following up, in the case. of the
young, what he commenced in Brading, and was instrumental in his
first convert there, Little J ane.
The church has evidently been much altered since LEGH RICHMOND'S
time. Mr. O. L. HIGGINS (a son of one of Turvey Abbey, and the latter
of whom, from letters of' LEGH RICHMOND'S, was on friendly Ohristian
terms), about fifty years ago, repaired, altered, and extended the
church, at his own cost; but I hardly think he could have followed
exactly in his father's footsteps, for by a chancel extended about
thirty feet, which leaves LEGH RICHMOND'S body, which, with his son
WIL13ERFORCE, was buried under the communion table, about that
distance from the end of the church. The removal of the westond gallery, the lich-gate outside the churchyard, the numerous
crosses on the outside, and, above all, an enormous cross erected on a
short spire added to the tower, which hd been gilt, but which is now
nearly obliterated, I fear that by restoration the· church is now
prepared for Ritualistic services. However, I wa~ glad to find the
Rector has no sympathy with that, but is an Evangelical, and
following, in a measure, in the footsteps of his good predecessor.
On
There are also excellent schools, built by Mr. HIGGINS' brother.
the outside of one I was glad to see carved, "The fear of the Lord il
the beginning of wisdom."
The rectory in which LEGIT RICHllOND lived and died has been
pulled down and rebuilt. The Rector, the Rev. G. F. MANBY, offered
to show me some little remains of LEGIT RICHMOND, but in further
conversation it was forgotten.
As well as a slab to LEGIT RICHMOND, recording his faithfulness, in the north aisle of the church, below, on a brass, are
names and dates of the death of his eight remaining children, of
which I took a copy, the last of whom, Fanny, died 1890, aged
LEGIT RICHMOND'S widow's death is inscribed at the
eighty-five.
bottom of LEGH RICHMOND'S tablet. She died at OliftOD, 1873, at
the advanced age of' ninety-five. Probably you may have heard
something of the family, as other members resided at Olifton.
If you can make any use of the foregoing in any way in the
GOSPEL MAG.A.ZINE, I shall be glad; and any further information you
may require I shall be pleased to supply, on hearing from you, for
"The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance."
Yours truly in Jesus,
Meopham, Kent, July 29th, 1895.
THOllAS OOGSWELL.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE General Election has resulted in a remarkable victory for
the Unionists; they have been returned with a majority of 152,
and thus happily being completely independent of the Irish
Romanists, instead of wasting their time over such fooLish and
useleRs schemes as Home Rule and abolishing thc IIouse of Lords,
they may be expected to use their time and power in the furtherance
of really beneficial and much-needed legislation. We hope that they
will have wisdom to do so. The result of the election has been a
creat surprise to many, and has shown, in a very unmistct]wable
manner, the general feeling of the country. The l"ili/I'S obsorves:The country at large . . . . has experienced a sense of unuLLol'lLole
relief at the result. 'rhe plain lesson of the general election if;, that
the people of Great Britain, from the highest to the lowest, do not
want a revolutionary policy, and are thoroughly sick of ha.ving j L
thrust down their throats. The crushing defeat of Radicalislll in
England, and the ominous weakening of its forces in Scotland and
Wales, have dispelled the illusion that deterred moderate men from
makiI1g a stl1ud against the campaign of the revolutionists, of whom
only a small minority had any real faith in their own schemes. It
has been proved beyond all question that the British. people are not
revolutionary, and that it is always safe to appeal to their sagacity
and prudence against the recklessness of destructive Radicalism. 'rhe
power of the British Empire is identified in the minds of the vast
majority of its citi7.ens with the unity of these kingdoms. Pal,ticu]lLl'ism,
when it ceases to be a theoretical "fad," is recogni~ed as a nn,tional
peril, [1nd, when once it is seen in its true colours, it meets with no
mercy. That is the explanation of the uprising of the independent
elector which has given the present Unionist Government the largest,
the most compact, and the most thoroughly disciplined Parliamentary
majority of which there is any record in our recent history.
A shocking massacre has occurred of missionaries in China. A
fanatical sect, calling themselves Vegetarians, suddenly attacked a
mission station at Ru- Cheng, and brutally massacred nearly all the
inmates, including the missionary in charge of the station, t.he
Rev. R. W. STEWART, his wife, and children, and three English and
three Australian ladies. Ku-Cheng is a walled city, containing about
sixty thousand inhabitants, some one hundred miles north-west of
Foo-chow by the usual route up the Min. It has been occupied
as a station of t.he Church Missionary Society for nearly thirty
years, but by resident English missionaries only for some eight 01'
nine years.
The mission compound is situated outside the city wall,
about half a mile away across a river, and contains, besides the
missionaries' houses, schools both for boys and girls, and also a
There seems every reason to believe that the
foundling home.
atrocities were the work of the Vegetarian revolutionists, but the
correspondent of DaJziel's Agency at Shanghai makes very serious
allegations against the authorities.
He says that "the Chinese
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magistrate waited until all the missionaries had been murdered, or
had fled, before he appeared on the scene. There are about a
thousand soldiers in Ku-Oheng, and it is absurd to say that the
authorities, if they had chosen, could not have stopped the rioters,
who numbered only fifty. The latter were led by a man bearing
a red flag, and it seems certain that the massacre was carefully
and secretly organized. The missionaries received no warning of
what was going to happen. No reason can be assigned for the
outrages. It has since been learned that after the massacre the mob
disappeared, canying bundles of property which they had looted
from the residences of the murdered missionaries.
This could not
have happened without the connivance of the native officials." A
telegram received from Shanghai states definitely that the Ohinese
officials of the distric~ were fully cognizant of the mischief that was
brewing many days before the catastrophe. It is satisfactory to
notice that our new Government, on hearing the sad news, acted
in a most energetic manner, insisting upon the guilty persons being
punished by the Ohinese authorities, and steps being taken to )Jrevent
such occurrences in the future.
Mr. STEWART, who thus lost his life in the service of his Master, is
described as being an able and successful missionary.
Mr. EUGENE
STOCK, who travelled with him on a preaching tour, says :-" For many
months, during our tour in Australasia and India, we were together
literally night and day; for we not only occupied the same cabin on
board the various steamers, but were, in India, constantly put in the
same room to sleep.
It was a hard test for a friendship; but the
more I was with him the more I loved him.
I do not say he was
faultless, but I do say that a morc unselfish and Ohrist-like character
I never met. Simplicity was, perhaps, his most striking characteristic.
He was absolutely without guile. He had strong convictions, and could
express them strongly and hold them tenaciously; but there was not
an atom of pretentiousness about him. He did not strike one as
intellectually great, and during our time together he read little but
his Bible; bllt his career at the University, and also as a law student,
shows that he had mental ability; and he was a many-sided man,
interested in any conversation, and knowing something of most things.
On board ship, despite his unfaltering loyalty to his Divine Master,
and fearless witness to the reality of spiritual religion, the worldly
men liked him. 'Oh, STEWART,' said one, 'why didn't you come to
my theatrical entertainment last night 7' 'My dear fellow,' was the
rejoinder, 'why didn't you come to my service last Sunday 7' On the
last day of our long outward voyage, one of the chief officers came to
me and said, 'I don't think your friend Mr. STEWART has the least idea
how the whole ship admires him. He has quite altered my opinion of
parsons. Mr. STEWART is always pleasant, and yet we all know what
he's driving at '-which was, that other men should know the happiness he had himself found in the Lord's service." Another intimate
friend, Mr. SOllfEREN TAYLOR, says :-" It is now over sixteen years
since I first grasped ROBERT STEWART'S hand, and looked into those
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eyes which beamed with kindness. It was my privilege to live with
him for nearly four years, and when one has lived in such close
union with another, he soon gets to know him well, and to me he
was a I brother beloved.' I remember him once telling me an event
that had an important influence on his life. He had been in for an
Examination in Honours in connection with the University of Dublin,
and came out second instead of first; naturally he was depressed.
On his way from Dublin to London he stopped at Ohester, and determined to take a stroll through the city. He happened to go into
the Oathedral there.
OHARLES KINGSLEY was to preach, and took
for his text, 'Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now have I
kept Thy word.' It was just what STEWART wanted, and thus a few
words spoken by an utter stranger-and as we should say, accidentally
heard·-were the means of directing his thoughts into nobler channels."
It may be sometimes said that there is too great a risk, and oven
a waste, of precious lives in sending missionaries to such a country as
Ohina. But the same thing might have been said of sending missionaries to almost any other heathen country. Ohina is a difficult, but
it is by no means a hopeless, field of labour. Take, e.g., the province
in which this massacre has occurred, Mr. EUGENE STOCK states that
_Cl Once a year, at Foo-Ohow, the capital, you may see an assembly of
300 Ohinese Ohristians. These are delegates from village congregations
scattered over a wide area, come together for their annual Oonference.
Among them will be a dozen ordained Ohinese clergymen, properly
trained and educated.
For a fortnight they sit in Oonference, the
leading men among them giving addresses and reading papers.
But
they represent 13,000 souls forming the Ohristian community in that
province connected with the Ohurch of England. The American
Methodists could show, I believe, at least an equal, and the Americall
Oongregationalists a smaller number. And this is only for the northorn
half of the province.
To the south the English Presbyterians and
Oongregationalists have much the same report to give. And then we
have only looked at one of the eighteen provinces of Ohina, and tho
extensive operations in other provinces, of the Ohina Inland Mission
in particular, are not touched. I do not pretend that all these Ohinese
converts are Ohristians in the highest sense; they vary in character,
as Ohristians in England do. But a great many of them have proved
their sincerity by suffering for their faith."

The veteran statesman, Mr. GLADSTONE, has again emerged from his
comparative retirement, and endeavoured, with all his customary fire
and eloquence, to direct public attention afresh to the fearful atrocit.ies
committed upon the Armenians, and the deplorable condition of the
survivors of those atrocities. This is an act which redounds to Mr.
GLADSTONE'S credit; but probably it would have had of itself very
little effect upon the Sultan of Turkey and his advisers-for they
seem to care very little what opinion their deeds produce in England
-if only that opinion be not supported by some authoritative action.
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IIappily, that authoritative action has been forthcoming, and is already
bearing good fruit. Representations of English feeling, made to the
Turkish authorities by Lord ROSEBERY'S feeble Government, were of
very little avail, and the Turkish authorities actually had the auda.city
to intimate that they had no intention of giving way to them; but
a distinct change has been apparent in their attitude since the accession
of Lord SALISBURY'S Government, and there is now great reason to
expect that effectual steps will be taken to punish the perpetrators
of those horrible deeds, and to prevent their recurrence in the future.
The French appear to be gradually making their way into the
interior of Madagascar, and driving the Malagasy before them; but
their progress is so slow that their countrymen at home are becoming
much dissatisfied, and they seem to repent that they ever sanctioned
the expedition. It has indeed already proved to be a very costly
expedition, and, in all probability, it will prove to be much more so.
The French newspapers justly ask, How can the cost be repaid, or
what is to be done with the island when it is won 1 They say that
it must be made into a French colony, but the French have not as
yet proved themselves to be very successful colonists; they do not
seem to understand how to modify or to adapt their rule so as to suit
other people and other countries; and, consequently, their colonies are
a source of weakness and expense to them, rather than of strength
and profit. It is to be feared that the poor Malagasy, i£ subjugated,
will derive little benefit from their subjugation, although Colonel
SUERVINTON, who was formerly commander-in-chief of the Madagascar army, and who has just returned to England, states that there
have been so much misrule and tyranny amongst the governing native
classes, that even French rule would be an improvement. He thinks
that if Madagascar were placed under proper European administration,
it might have a great future before it.
Bishop TUCKER, who is returning to Uganda, speaks very hopefully
respecting the future of that interesting and remarkable country.
Writing from Frere Town, under date of July 1st, the Bishop says :_
"This will be my last letter before I start up country. There is a
good deal to write about, and one hardly knows where to begin. In
the first place, there is the good news that the Government has decided
to build the railway, at any rate as far as Kikuyu. I am indeed
thankful that the need has been realized. It will effect quite a
revolution in the country. In the first place, it will do more to kill
the slave trade than anything else could do. It will very largely do
away with the inhuman system of carriage by porters. It will bring
about such It distribution of food from the great centres of production
that the risk of famine will be reduced to a minimum. Then, lastly,
it will open up the country to Christianity and civilization. The
Central Soudan will no longer be a term incognita. The base of
operations for all missionary work in the interior will no longer be
the coast, but the northern shore of the great lake. The Evangelists
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of the future, instead of going home to recruit, will find that bracing
air which is needed for the re-invigoration of their powers in the highlands of Kikuyu and Toru.
Although a railway will, without
question, be a great blessing to this land, it will not be an unmixed
blessing. Many evils will come up with it, for which we must prepare
ourselves. When I think of what so-called civilization has to offer Oentral
Africa, I am filled with thankfulness that Ohristianity has occupied
the field first, and has had a fair start. There will, thank God, be a
bulwark of Ohristian principle with which to withstand the forces
which, sooner or later, will be brought to bear upon the people of
Uganda. But with the Scriptures in their hands and the love of God
in their hearts, I have not much fear. Still the battle will be a hardfought one, and it will need the exercise of all our powers of vigilance
and of faith if the victory is to be ours.
Bishop REEVES, from an extreme point of North-west Oanada, gives
an interesting account of a recent visit paid by one of his assistants,
Mr. STRINGER, to the island named Herschel, in that cold and distant
region. He says :-" This island is now a whaling station. No fewer
than fifteen vessels have wintered there this year, so that there is quite
a little colony of white people, and the presence of these ships and their
crews attracts the Esquimaux from all parts of the Arctic Ooast, both
from the east and west. Mr. STlUNGER says :-' If a mission house could
be built ther!', it would be a good place for a man to be stationed.
There would be constant work so long as the ships winter there. At
all times of the year there are Esquimaux in the neighbourhood.
There are some there now from almost every mission and trading
post and tribe on the coast of Alaska; and more are coming, being
attracted by the presence of the ships. J He makes a significant allusion
to those families that have 'young women among their number,'
and adds,' Many of those young people, however, are anxious to learn
to rean. and write, and by this means might be influenced for good,
and taught more important things.' There is also great danger of
their being demoralised by drink, for which some of the poor croatures
are acquiring a taste. The presence of so many Esquimaux in the
neighbourhood, the opportunity of reaching the representatives of so many
different tribes, their desire for instruction, their danger from the presence
of unscrupulous white men, the restraining influence which the presence
of a missionary might have upon the drink and other sinful trafficeverything seems to point to the pressing need of a missionary being
stationed at Herschel Island without delay. The journey to and from
the island was not accomplished without considerable difficulty and some
danger. Starting from the village at the eastern mouth of the Mackenzie,
and accompanied by two Indians in a canvas-covered canoe, he proceeded
westward from island to island, and point to point across the delta, and
at two places had to make a traverse of fifteen miles on the op.:m sea.
These were passed safely, but shortly afterwards a storm detained
them nearly a week in one place, and they ran completely out of
provisions. Fortunately, a few miles distant, on either side of them,
there were some Esquimaux, who visited them, or were visited, almost
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daily, and shared with them their scanty supply of fish. The oppor·
tunity was seized for teaching their visitors, who were friendly and
After reaching the
anxious to learn, and so the time was not lost.
island, he held school and had prayers with the Esquimaux every day
in a large tent belonging to a chief from Point Barrow.
At the
sound of an extemporised gong, men, women and children would flock
Il'Om the other tents, and sometimes there was quite a respectable
gathering. Singing was a difficulty at first. He says: 'No one has
ever yet been guilty of accusing me of kJ;lowing much about music,
or of being a very sweet or powerful singer; but I have always found
that by means of singing one can generally get those people interested,
and so I have struggled through.
After a few nights some sailors
who were ashore happened to come in, and they remarked how wonderfully well the Huskies (Eokimos) sang, and were surprised to heal'
that it was only a few days before that they had first heard the hymns.
I was much encouraged by the interest that some of them took'"
-- "I KNOW MY SHEEP."
WIT AT precious words from the Good Shepherd! What sweet and
divine consolation they breathe into the souls of those who are the
children of faith. " My sheep" !
1. lIis by nedemption: blood-bought, "redeemed unto God by His
blood"! This is true of all who are His sheep.
"Ye are not your
own; ye are bought with a price"! This truth needs to be laid much
on our hoarts, because it keeps us in our true place-low at His
blessed feet! Yes, we are emancipated slaves! But the price was His
blood. Oa,n you now sing with real joy" Dear dying La.mb, Thy precious blood
Sktll never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Ohureh of God
Bc saved to sin no more" P
2. Then, too, as being Ilis, we are seale(l by His Spirit. "After that
ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise." Here
is the application of the blood. Ilere· we sec how the work of Ohrist
and the work of the blessed Spirit co-operate in the sacred economy of
human redemption: He the procuring cause; the other the applying
cause. Ohrist redeems His sheep; the Holy Spirit then in due time
marks them off as His peculiar property, in the day of grace. Hence
they become sealed unto the day of (final) redemption, that is, the
uay of glory, when there shall be "one flock and one Shepherd."
Then' Jesus "shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be
satisfied." "Not a hoof shall be left behind." "I give unto My sheep
etmwl life,. they shall never perish." Precious truth!
Well, then, might the dear Saviour say, "I know My sheep I" He
can never forget them, as He will never forsake them. No; not
even the blasphemous Mother of Harlots can deprive Him of one I In
her accursed fold the Lord may have some hidden ones-let us try
and seek them out, and w01'k on the line of lIis pUlpose."
REV. W. FRITH.
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Walled-up NU7I,s, and Nuns Walled-in. By Rev. W. LANCELOT HOLLAND,
M.A. Edinburgh: The Author, 9, Rutlin Street.
THIS volume treats of a subject to which we should like to see the
earnest attention of our whole nation directed. Whilst convents have
been practically abolished in some other countries, they are steadily
increasing in our own country; and being entirely excluded from
official inspection, the most fearful cruelties and vilest deeds may be
habitually carried on in them without any restriction. Surely there is
no valid reason why they should not be open to inspection as well as
any other public institutions; and if they are as faultless as their
supporters affirm them to be, there can be no· real ground for the
determined opposition which is made to their inspection. We hope
that the Society with which the author of this volume, Mr. HOLLAND,
is connected, and which has for its object the compulsory throwinp;
open to inspection ~ll the conventual and monastic institutions in the
United Kingdom, will energetically pursue and continue its efforts until
that object be attained. We do not think, however, that the volume
before us will accomplish much in this direction. If it contained some
fresh and startling facts of modern date, it might create a sensation,
and render great service; but retailing, as it does, old stories, such
as that of MARIA MONK, and discoveries of ancient martyrs' remains
in Mexico, it is scarcely likely to arouse public opinion at the present
time. The woodcuts, also, are very poor and ineffective.
Christ in Isaiah. By Rev. F. B. MEYER, RA., Author 'of The Way
into the Holiest, &c., &c. London: Morgan and Scott.
MR. MEYER recognises the fact that the prophecy of Isaiah contains
a grand epitome of the Gospel, and is full of comfort for the Lord's
people. He says, "Before us pass, in vivid outlines, the scenes by
which our redemption was secured. The humiliation and suffering,
sorrow and anguish of soul, substitution and death, exaltation amI
satisfaction of the Saviour, are portrayed with the minuteness and
accuracy of a contemporary; and there is hardly a sentence [in
chapters xl. to Iv., which form the subject of this volume] from which
we cannot begin and preach Jesus, as Philip did to the Rthiopian
eunuch."
Our Little Ones. By the Rev. W ALTER SENIOR, MA., Vicar of Holy
Trinity, Margate. London: Home Words Publishing Office.
THIS is a book for mothers, and may be very useful to them. The
training of children is indeed a most important subject. As the author
rightly observes, one mother stirred up to endeavour to train her
children wisely and safely may be the means of accomplishing a
work" which cannot be measured by the measures of time. It will
be as the little stone thrown into the lake of n:oral influence, making
circles which widen and spread right on to eternal shores. One mother
influenced may mean some son like the good EARL OF SHAFTESnURY,
or some daughter like FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL, workers of uutold
blessing to their day and generation, and to generations beyond."

