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Who are My brethren? "-:~.L~TTHEW xii. 48.

~0

more marvellous act of oondescen ion an grace on the p:trt
o he ETERNAL GOD is anywhere traceable than that of His
aking sinful men into the rela ionship of H children" with
Himself. No dignities can ever rank higher than those which
sinners redeemed with the precio - b oo~ of CaRIsT have had
conferred on them as "sons of GOD"-" sons and daughters of
the LORD ALNlIGHTy"_dheirs of GOD" and "joint-heirs with
CHRIST." How truly past findin~ ou too, is the infinite love of
the Sax of GOD in that "He is not ashamed to call us
I

bre!lu'en / "

The all-absorbing purpose, actuatinO" tha past counsels of the
Three co-eq~al Persons in the G.xl-h~ad, was to bring "many
sons to glory." In order to the effecting of this stupendou'J
intention, the miraculous incarna.tion of the Deity was involved.
Reasons, too profound for our finite minds to discover fully,
lay at the root of this salvation purpose of J EHOVAH. We can,
therefore, only rema.in adoringly silent in presence of the
.ndisputable fact. "Which. things the angels desire to look
into." Had it been morally consistent with the attributes of
the }faST HIGH to secure salvation to the elect objects of
Divine love at any less sacrifice than the humiliation of incarnil. ion and the death of the cross, surely it would have been
adop ed. If it had been possible for righteousness to come "by
the law," for instance, then would have CHRIST been "dead in
vain" (Gal. ii. 21). "If perfection were by the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further
need was there that Another Priest should rise after the order'
of MELCRISEDEC, and not -after the order of AARON?" (Reb.
vii. 11). But, by the deeds of the law-owing to the absence
of spiritual life in fallen man-can no _flesh be justified.· Man,
2
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as fallen, has not either the llower or the desire to do the will
of GOD. "What," however. "the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh," GOD did by sending His own SON in
the likeness of sinful flesh. This met the necessities of the case~
wholly of Gon's sovereign pleasure and free grace.
, Included in the eternal counsels of salvation is the grant of
"power to become the sons of GOD" (John i. 12). The new
birth is the realization of an everlasting- purpose in the Divine
mind. Just as the miraculous birth of J ESL'S, at Bethlehem, was
the fulfilment of a thought in tho heart of the Deity, so also is
the spiritual birth of an elect sinner-as ALiL of Tarsus, or
LYDIA, or the Philippian jailor.
Thus JERE~IAH writes, "Then
the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, before I formed
thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out
of the womb I sanctified thee; and I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations" (Jer. i. 4, 5). Thus it is the sons of GOD
are brought from far. Thus, too, r is hat when they were
"a great way off" the eye of the FATl:lER'S prescience beheld
them, and in His Covenant roll were they-as members of
CHRIST'S mystical body-written, "which in continuance were
fashioned, when as yet there was none of them" (Psalm
cxxxix. 16). This is, indeed, "a grea mys ery,' yet is it
blessedly true " concerning CHRIST an the
burch" (Eph.
v. 32). "For we are members of His body, 0 His flesh, and
of His bones" (verse 30). This Spirit-effected union ~ pplies an
experimen tal answer to the question of J Esr which heads this
article, "Who is My brother?" He i is who, haring been
begotten again by the sovereign SPI:RIT, is veTily one with
CHRIST as risen from the dead and sea ed in Him in
heavenly places (Eph. i. 4-7.) This is he golden key which
opens the complicated lock of the Divine decrees.
'As many
as are led by the SPIRIT of GOD, they are the ns of GOD"
'(Rom. viii. 14). Fallen men beget sons in heir own fallen
likeness. GOD begets sons in His own likeness D'rine. Thus it
is written of grace-called sinners, "Ye have pu off the old
man with his deeds; and have put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of -Him that created him"
(Eph. iii. 10). The relationship between he LoRD and His
peQple is after the pattern of the closest relationship of earth.
Nay, rather, the nearest relationships to be found in the human
family are but faint resemblances of those which subsist in the
household of faith and of GOD.
One of the m'ost expressive and suggestive passages to be
found in the New Testament is that in the Epistle to the saints
'at Ephesus (iii.' 15) in which the inspired writer designates the
elect, redeemed people of GOD as "the whole family in heaven and
in earth." The family.
The' whole family'! ' Yes; for the
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Church ,of GOD in CHRIST is but one. The members are many,
,yet the body is only one. In that body is no division-no
schism. ' Alas! earthly families are' sometimes broken up by
discords and contentions- but the household and family of our
heavenly FATHER are bound together in ties of ,everlasting unity.
Sinners elected from the Jews and from the Gentiles are "made
one" in CHRIST. .( He is our peace, Who hath made both one."
CHRIST has re,conclled bJth unto GOD in one body by the cross."
~'All the building is fitly framed together."
Not the most
insignificant ,part is, or ever can be, lacking. "A bone of Him
'8ha)1 not be broken." "Who shall separate us from the love
-of OHRIST?" How truly blessed are the family aspects of GOD'S
Covenant salvation! The salvation of the Ohurch is essentially
a family matter. It concerns a " Father," a "Brother," " children,"
" sons," "daughters," "young men," "babes," and" little ones."
(<%) How numerous is GOD'S family! Those whom He brings to
glory are "many ".:..-" a great multitude which no man could
number" (Rev. vii. 9). "Myriads" (Greek-J ude, verse 14). As
dear HORATIUS BONAR in his precious hymn, "A little flock,"
,long since wrote-,
~

But the Chief Shepherd comes at
length;
, Her feeble days are o'er;
, No more a handful in the earth,
A little flock no more.

" No more a lily among thorns,
Weary, and faint, and few,
But countless as the stars of
heaven,
Or as the early dew."

~, And He shall send His angels with a great sound of. a trumpet,
'and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other" (Matt. xxiv. 31). The extent
of the redeemed family is conterminous with the utmost ends of
the earth. It is oniy in the eyes of mau that they are "a
little flock." The Church of GOD is largely hidden from the
world.

"', Invisible are we
To this blind world below;
There's none but such as JESUS see
Can us discern, or know.

I

" All that which doth appear
Of us, or can be known
By reason's eye, to mortals here,
We utterly disown."

The king's daughter is all glorious within" (Psalm xlv. 13).
"" The manifestation of the sons of GOD" (Rom. viii. 19) is yet
future.
(13) Then, too, the onene·~s of GOD'S family is a precious fact.
"The u:lwle "-not the death-divided-" family in heavllll and
·earth." Death hides, but it cannot divide the saints in the
body and out of the body. The" Communion of Saints" is a
<spiritual reality. "In CHRIST" the entire community of the
JI'edeemed meet together. Their thoughts of Him are the same,".' He is altogether lovely." He is their common LORD and
.(C
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SAVIOUR, whom they alike love, arid serve, and worship. His
blood and righteousness form t.he glad theme of their Qne song.
His perfections as SON of GOD and SUN of MAN occupy their
minds continually. Tu be drawn nearer to His, blessed side is
. the longing desire of their hearts, whether they be "at home"
with Him in the glory or be yet strangers and pilgrims in the
,earth. The two spheres of being at present ,occupied by the
one fami.ly of the LORD do but represent two aspects of the
same thing, namely, vital union with CHRIST, the RISEN ONE.
. For the union, and the security of the union, between the
Ascended Redeemer and His redeemed ones is in no .way
affected by the place of their abode. It is the sweet privilege
of the humblest believers on earth to remember the truth
enshrined in dear 'l'OPLADY'S lines-

-,

" More happy, but not more 6eoure,
The glorified spirits in heaven!"

Row delightful it is to contemplate the unbroken unity of the
LORD'S family.:..-that we belong, dear brethren, to the same
oab, and Abraham,
spiritual family as AbAl, and Enoch. and
and all the godly Patriarchs who
lived on this earth
thousands of years ago. The self-same Divine life which
quickened and inhabited them-and still does-likewise has
revived us, dwells to-day in us, and for ever shall be ours r
GOD is "the GOD of the living." His life permeates the one
, body in all ages, under all conditions, and in all places.
('I) Another interesting and instructive truth in connection with
the domestic character of GOD'S salvation is its being delighted
in by the LORD Himself. "He is not ashamed to call us
brethren" (Heb. ii. 11, 12). It is a relationship which, in
His mind, will ever remain associated with His resurrection
from the dead; for it was to MARY MAGDALENE, hard by the
empty tomb. that He first proclaimed the blissful relationship
-" Go to My breth1·en. and say unto them, I ascend unto My
. FATHER, and your FATHER; and to My GOD, and your GOD l>
(J ohn xx. 17). It was on the eve of His suffering that JESUS
comforted the hearts of His sorrowing disciples with the revelation of His Father's House with its many mansions (John xiv. 2).
And is thl:lre any truth more influential fLIT our consolation than
the assurance that the present absence of our beloved LORD,
and His being occupied in preparing a place for us, are inseparable? He only left us for a while, and that because ,it was
expedient for us-as "the FIRSTBORN among many brethren"
(Rom. viii. 29). His loving thoughts are continually occupied in
the interests of His FATHER'S children. The relationship which
exists between Himself and them is the joy of His heart. ,Even
. when He was on earth He found satisfaction and pleas1ll:e in
T
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confessing the sacred ties which hound Him and them together.
-" He stretched forth His. hand toward His disciples, and said,
Behold My mother and My brethren! For whosoever shall do
the will of My FATHER which is in heaven, the same is My
mother, and sister,. and brother" (Matt. xii. 49, 50). And His
exaltation to the FATHER'S right hand has in nowise affected the
sacredness and preciousness of those relationships in His estimation. He longingly waits· (2 Thess. iii. 5, margin) for the
appointed hour when Ha shall fulfil His promise, "And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto Myself; that where I am, ye may be also."
(~). But does some dear reader of these lines feelingly ask..
What are the marks of being "brethren" of the LORD JESUS?
Those marks are various, although they all spring from one
common source-the new birth. To be brethrej~ at' the LORD
J ES s, His Father must be our Father. His sonship, indeed, is
one of eternal generation, whereas ours must needs be effected
in time; yet "the GOD and FATHER at' our LORD JESUS
CHRIST," owns in "the FmsTBoRx" and His "many brethren"
"the whole family in heaven and earth." It "is named" of
Him (Ephes. iii. 15). Oh, the infinite condescension of the Most
High in thus making His own children of those who" by nature"
are" children of wrath! "
The earliest proof of this new sonship is the unbearable burden of sin on the conscience, with a
deep sense of dependence on the mere mercy of GOD in OHRIST
for the forgiveness of sins. 'ro the licing sinner the blood of'
CHRIST is the only source of hope. To such an one the" faithful
saying"-" OHRIST JESUS came into the world to save sinners"affords foothold for his wounded. smitten conscience. Faith
ventures all on the truth of that Divine "saying," and peacethe peace of GOD-flows gently into the beart. Tbe HOLY
SPIRIT bears witness to the Word and the Blood, and seals the
name of OHRIST upon GOD'S new-born child. It is "the will
of the FATHER" that we should believe on His SON. Then,
further, all who are thus born again love the LORD JESUS
supremely. Dear reader, do you love Him? The question is
not, of course, are you satisfied with the measure of your love
for Him. GOD forbid you should ever be satisfied with that!
But bas He in any· degree endeared Himselt' to your soul?
Now, only such as are born of GOD the SPIRIT love the LORD
JES S. "Unto you which believe He is precious." Again,
those who are the born 'children of GOD-the brethren of
CHRIST-desire earnestly to follow and obey their loved REDEEMER.
"My sheep bear My voice, and I know them. and they
follow Me." They also grow in His likeness. Fellowship of
heart with Him works in them some corresponding features of
spiritual character. They "learn" of Him-drink into His
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spirit--walk 10 His steps. To testify what He hJ.s done for
their souls is their happiest employ. '1'0 speak good of His
name, and to commune with His people touching the glorious
things of the kingdom, afford them a joy with which no
stranger can "intermeddle." Ob, dear reader, do you not find
in some of these marks of Divine sonship an experience
peculiarly your own? It is not asked of you, do you possess
all, and abound. Remember, even "two or three berries in
the top of the 1tPJJcrmo~t bough, four or five in the outmost fruitful
branches" betoken lie in the soul. Why should any of us
"despise the day of small things"? Rather let us 11e5s the
GOD of all grace that "the spot of His children" (Deut. xxxii. 5)
-however small-is yet discoverable in us. "A little one shall
become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the LORD'
will hasten it in his time" Isaiah Ix. 22). Remember also that
there are no degrees in our sonship. The new-born babe is as.
truly a son in GOD'S family as the "young man" or the.
"father." Nor are there any inequalities of heirship. Of rig-ht
the inheritance is the portion of the FIRSTBORX. But in love to
His brethren He has made them His "joint-heirs," and so they
inherit with Him.
Let us then, brethren, praise the LORD for His wondrous love.
"Behold, what manner of love the FATHER has bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons q! God." (1 John iii. 1.)
"Be ye therefore followers of GOD as dear children " and walk in
love, as OHRIST also hath loved us and hath given Himself
for us, an offering and a sacriiice to GOD for a sweet-smelling
savour" (Ephes. v. 1, 2).
THE EDITOR.

LOVE TO THE BRETHREN.
TRUE love to the saints will extend to those that are most remote as
well as those who are near. They of Macedonia and Achaia made a
contribution to the poor saints at Jerusalem (Rom. xv. 26). They did
freely give to those whose faces they had never seen; and Gaiu~ is
commended for his love to strangers (3 John, 5). A gracious man
who has property is like a fountain that freely gives out to strangel'3 as
well as to near neighbours. As a great fire will warm those at a
distance as well as those who sit 'near it, so true grace will extend and
stretch out itself to those dear saints who are most remote. Gracious
souls dearly love and highly value those saints they have never seen,
nor are like ever to see in this world, and from whose hands they
have never received the least kindness. A sincere love and unfeigned
love will ever be manifested towards those who are most distant from
us, if we do but understand that God is in them and with them of a
truth (Rom. xii. 9; 1 Peter i. 22; 1 John iii. 18). True love to the
saints is constant and permanent; "Love never faileth" (1 Cor. xiii. cl) ;
"Let brotherly love coutinue" (Heb, xiii. l).-BTooks.
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,SPRINKLED HEARTS.
"-Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience."-HEBREws x. 22.
T~E light of God's countenance is the joy of the believer's heart.
When unconfessed and unforsaken sin eclip~es the sunshine and smile,
of the. Father's face, how miserable does the life of the true child of
God become! What bonds and imprisonment~ await him! On the
contrary, "if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood or Jesus Ohrist His Son
cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 7). How accurately does the
Psalmist state the case of the believer when he walkd in that darkness
which is inseparable from. unconfessed sin. "When I kept silence,"
he writes, "my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.
For day and night Thy hand was heavy upon me; my moisture is
turned into the drought of summer ,J (Psalm xxxii. 3, 4). Such was
the distressing. spiritual discipline appointed him so long as he
abstained from confession at the mercy-seat. God's chastising hand
pressed down upon the conscience the burden of sin, and it became
intolerable. No experience is more truly painful to a real believer in
Ohrist than the weight of the scourge when it is called for by.
tolerated sin, unrepented sin, unconfessed sin. He feels that his
transgression deserves sevenfold more chastisement than even that
which he now finds insufferable, and he perforce flees to the precious
blood for relief. "I will arise, and go to my Father, and will ~ay
unto Him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before Thee,
and am no more worthy, to be called Thy SOD." Or, in the words,. of
the Psalmist, "I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity
have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the
L.ord; and Thou forgavest the. iniquity of my sin." No rest, peace,
or comfort will a Spirit-convinced soul seek short of that which alone
comes through a fresh apprehension of the efficacy of the atonement
of Ohrist Jesus.
.
The praotical habit of coming, and again coming, to "the blood of
sprinkling" is the well-worn pathway by which the saints in all ages
have walked with God. This is that "walking in the light" of
which the Apostle writes, "If we walk in the light as He i,; in the
light, we have fellowship" with Him and He with us, and the
precious blood keeps us in conscience clean. Note, dear brethren, it
is "as He is in the light." What a rich Gospel truth is implied by
that expression! "As Ee is "-a sin-forgiving Father! Yes, He is
alwaYd that! We may,never think of Him otherwise. The troubled
conscience and sorrowing heart of the backsliding child of God may
safely rely on the unchangeable character of his Father. '; But Thou
art a God ready to pardon [margin, a God of pardons], gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness" (Neh. ix. 17), That
blessed truth is made evident by the fact that in Ohrist crucified He
has opened-and ever keeps open-a fountain "for sin and for un-
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cleanness" [margin, separation] (Zec. xiii. 1). The divinely appointed
cc Advocate with the Father-Jesus Christ the Righteous One "-ever
lives to maintain the lot of His poor, weak, errant brethren. Even
when on eartb, in the days of His own subjection to the law, He
was able to assure His frail disciple Simon Peter, "But I have pmyed
for thee." Much more now that all power is given unto Him in ,
heaven and earth does He make intercession for us. He remembereth
that we are dust, and tbat in our flesh there dwells no good thing-.
Our unbelief lies open before His. eye continually, and it is His
merciful office to "help" it by the grace of· the Holy Spirit. •• The
Spirit helpeth our infirmitief."
The written Word of God's truth is the instrument ever employed by .
Him to sanctify and cleanse His people. Christ so loved the Church
and gave Himself for it "that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the Word" (Ephes. v. 25). The Word of the
Gospel, when applied to the believer's heart by the Holy Ghost, directs
faith to the healt of God, and there the aboundiogs of mercy dissipate
all fear, and darkness, and sorrow. The" evil conscience" ii! superseded
by "a conscience void of offence;" there is "the answer of a good'
conscience toward God."
Peace again flows as a river. The joy of
salvation is restored, the lips 'are again opened, and the mouth once
more shows forth the praises of a Covenant- performing God.
Further; it is when we are thus restored by free grace unto the
enjoyment of the light, and we obediently walk in that light, that the
Lord's service proves a joy to our souls, and is made fruitful to
the glory of our heavenly Father. Our hands must be clean who serve
in the holy temple of God. The priests of old washed in the waters
of the brazen laver, or sea, on each occasion of their ministering before
the Lord. Oh, what need, beloved. brethren, have we to be continually
"confessing and washing-confessing' and washing "-as a dear,
devoted servant of Christ described his daily experience to the writer
years ago. Our meetness. for the .Master's use is found alone in our
hearts being constantly "sprinkled." That is the true "consecration" of our priesthood, for it is a practical power to keep us
separated from the flesh.
It is well to have in lively remembrance that He whose we are,
and whom we' desire to serve, requires truth in the inl£ard parts, and
wisdom in the hidden parts. Hence, it is written, ,. Wherefore we'
receiving a kingdom which cannot· be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:
for our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. xii. 28, 29). Service-inner
court temple service-is the present and eternal calling of all gracesaved sinners; here by faith, hereafter with open face. And the
spiritually-intelligent· believer in Christ, gratefully appreciating the
Divine character· of his calling, will humbly seek to show forth the'
praises of Him who has called him " out of darkness into His marvellous
light" (1 Pilter ii. 10). Ob, dear fellow-believers, are we sufficiently
alive to the holy privileges and obligations of our salvation 1
Escape from the wrath to come and from the eternal torments of
the abyss, forms hilt a part of the great salvation provided for us by
the Triune God. For that unspeakable mercy we shall adore Jehovah
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for 'ever and, ev-er. Indeed, we must. But much more than that act
of sovereign grace has been performed for our souls. There is a
positive side also to the salvation of God. The Lord Jesus Christ, by
His meritorious life and sacrificial death, has" made us kings and priests
unto God, and His Fathe?'" (Rev. i. 6). -" Kill!~s,"- we are, dear brethren,
for the faithful Word declares it! "Priests" are we, for God Himself
has spoken it! These exa'ted, distinguishing titles are Divine realities,
not earthly, empty, complimf:lltary appellat ions. The former designation
carries with it royal privileges and duties; the latter a recognized
status in the house of God, with liberty of access into the most sacred
chamber of His presence! By our new birth we were made very tons
of God, and inseparably from our sonship we are invested with the
twofold dignity of Royalty' and Priesthood.
Sons we of .T ehovah, seed of God Most High,
Children of the palace, to tbe throne so nigh;
In the Holiest standing, clothed with vesture white,
'Vesture regal. priestly, robe of God's own light j
Washed in blood of J esllS,
Spotless in His sight j
P1'iests! to bless and praise Him
Hearts and lips unite.
But-, does some dear lowly-hearted trembler ask, "Wherewith shall
I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the High God 1"
That inquiry has already been put and answered;What have we to offer but the broken heart,Broken, bruised, and bleeding, fainting 'neath sin's smart
Yet 'tis this God ,welcomes-this Himself has giv'nFragrant with the unction Spirit.borne from heavtn j Washed in blood of Jesus,
, Spotless in His sightF1-iests ! to bless and praise Him
Hearts and lips unite!
The free grace' of the Spirit, the water' of the Word, and the blood,
of the Lamb, have made us, dear brethren, what we are! Ob, to '
honour that three-fold work!
Tell we farth His merits Who our souls hath bOllght;
This our priestly service, grace cODstrain'd, iil wught;
Let us sing our J esue, Jesus .All in all,
Crowns of g' Id surrender, at His footstool ftlll.
Washed in blood of Jesus,
Spotless in His sightPriests! to bless and praise Him
Hearts ~nd lips unite!
Let us not forget that "gracious confession of Jesus before the world
brings Him delight and satisfaction. That is one reason why' He
preserves a seed in the earth and does not forthwith translate His
grace-quickened people to glory.
"A seed shall serve Him; it shall
be accounted to the Lord for a generation" (Psalm xxii. 30). Oh
that we' may vigilantly, zealously, and yet VAry humbly seek to
follow the Lamb, clothed in the pure white garments {)f 'our spiritua.l -
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priesthood! It cannot be much longer that we enjoy the high
privilege of witnesf>ing His precious Name in a world that despises
and rejects Him. It surely is a wondrous act of condescending grace
that the Holy One should .consecrate us His witnesses in a world of
sinful, rebellious men! It is ours,then, to so let the light shine
before these that our heavenly calling may be demonstrated, and the
will of our God be fully manifested.
Priests of order heavenly, priests of God Most High,
One in Christ anointed, one in royalty,Seek we now by service, now in worship near
Him to land whose heart-love casteth out all fear.
Wash'd in blood of Jesus,
Spotless in His sightPriests! to bless and praise Him
Hearts and liP3 unite!
CliTion.

J. O.

THE EVERLASTING THEME A1\TJ) OCCUPATION.
IN her collective capacity the Church, as the body of Christ, shall
herself afford an everlasting theme to all the other inhabitants of the
universe who are or shall be created. They shall look upon the Bride,
the Lamb's wife, and they shall glorify God in her. She shall be at
once the teacher and: the lesson. Jesus, by His Spirit, shall be their
eternal Instructor. "He will dwell with them j " "They shall see His
face." With them He will look back to the places of their nativity,
their birth, their country, and their kindred. Their trials, the seen
and unseen dangers to which they were exposed, and the undeserved.
blessings that were vouchsafed, 8hall be rehearsed. The means of
their conversion, the preservation of their faith, and the time and
circumstances of their' death, shall be fully remembered. In the abundance of their satisfaction the redeemed shall exclaim, '" He hath
done' all things well.' The Covenant was ordered in all things and
sure. Not one pang too many, not a sorrow too great, not a trial tOQ> .
severe. From the cradle to the grave, all was right and wise and
good! "
The faithful minister and the missionary shall say, "We have not
laboured in vain, nor spent our strength for naught." The parent
shall exclaim, "My prayers have not been lost upon my child." The
tried and afliicted Christian shall acknowledge that his deep trials werehis greatest blessings. All the saved shall be perfectly and eternally
satisfied. In the gladness and gratitude of their hearts, they shall
come to the throne of glory, arrayed in their white robes j they
shall be there presented faultless, and "without spot" in soul and
body.
.
Bright and lovely with the comeliness of the imputed righteousness
of their Head and Saviour, they shall cast their crowns at His feet,
and strike their golden harps, saying, "Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power, be unto Him who sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever."-Stevenson.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"Considering the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever."-HEBREWS xiii. 7.
THE Holy Scriptures, by which our faith is ruled, make many refer- ,
ences to what becometh the conversation of the godly. The Psalmist,
by the Holy Ghost, speaks of "such as be of upright conversation"
(Psalm xxxvii. 14); and of "him that ordereth his conversation
aright" (Psalm 1. 23); whilst the Apostle Paul traces his conversation
in this world to the grace of God, which ha'l kept him in simplicity
and godly sincerity (2 Our. i. 12). Again, he enjoins upon the
Philippians "only let your converaation be as it becometh the Gospel
of Ohrist" (Phi!. i. 27); whilst to the youthful Timothy, his own son
in the faith, he desires that his conversation, yea, his very life, be
preserved as "an e:ll;ample of the believers, in word, in conversation,
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity" (1 Tim. iv. 12).
The Apostle J ames, also, so practical in his teaching, asks, "Who
is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you ~ let him show
ont of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom" (James
iii. 13). And Petel;' desires for his followers that conversation which is
holy (1 Peter i. 15; and iii. 2, 11), honest (l Peter iii. 1), and chaste
(1 Peter iii. 2), which shall be an example and influence upon others
around.
The poet OOWPER, in his terse lines following that holy conversation of the two disciples nil the road to Emmaus, when the great
Subject of their them~, "Himself drew near and went with them,"
writes : "Now theirs was converse such a.s it behoves
Man to maintain, and such a.s God approves:
Their views, indeed, were indistinct and dim,
But yet successful, being a.imed at Him:- "
Ohrist and His character their only scope,
Their object ,and their subject alid their hope;
They felt ,what it became them much to feel,
And, wanting Him to loose the eaCl'ed seal,
Found Him as prompt 3" their desire was ti'ue,
To spread thdr new.born glories in their view."
. Oh, brethren, let u, talk more of our glorious Ohrist. He is an
unfathomable mine of treasure. His glories are from everlasting to
everlasting, and will take a never-ending· eternity to trace. Does it
not, then, shame us ofttimes when we consider. how little to this end
is our conversa.tion aimed ~ As the poet says"Have we no words Pah, think again,
Words flow apace when we corn·
plain,
And fill our fellow creature's ear
With the sad tale of all our
ca.re.

"Were half the breath thus vainly
spent
To Heaven in supplication sent,
Ab, then our songwould oftener be,
'Hear what the Lord hath done
fur me.' "
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How often an opportunity has been lost, where pride, fear, or
faithlessness has crept in, and we have parted from one whom we
may never meet again in this world! Where are our thoughts and
cares and plannings, by far the most of our twelve hours' day, than
in carrying out the affairs of this life! and with grief and shamefacedness, alas, cannot we too ofLen count the moments or the words
which have been spent on what should be the all-absorbing theme of
every believer! The writer confesses with grief and shame daily
shortcomings in this matter. On the other hand, how cheered one
feels when a word has been spoken to the Mas'er's honour, when
the Holy Spirit has set His seal, and given the light message in the
right place.
r suppose no one of our time was more gifterl in this matter than
the late dear Dr. Doummy. How lovingly, how humbly, ) et .how truly
he spoke the Word here and there, never losing an opportunity, but
living to see abundant harvest from that brl'ad cast upon the waters.
I remember once when at one of our West (f England watering
places, silting under the shadow of a rock upon a very hot morning.
An aged gentlewoman was also sheltering there from the sun's rays,
and, from common cou'rtesy, when the luncheon basket was opened,
it was handed to 11 er, which she received in a gracious manner, only
(xpressing her surprise that we should have noticed' her, "seeing r
am a stranger."
It had but opened the way for a few words, ann from an l'xpression
upon the follies and vanities of the world of fashion around us, the
writer observed how marked was the absence of anything wbstantial in
our day, She caught at the word and enlarged upon ir,. tracing the
want of it in the churches and chapels of our land, and a chord was
struck when on parting from her, those lines of tho immortal Dr.
W ATIS were quoted to her" This world's a vain and empty show,
But the bright world to which I go
Rath joys substa~tialand, Divine,
When shall I wa:ke "and < call them mine!"
" Considering tg.e end of their conversation, Jesus Christ." From the
Greek of this text we gather, it imIllies life as made up of actions,
our mode of life, and deportment in life.
Well, beloved, if so, is there not more than ever nl'ed to take heed
unto ourselves, that not only our words, but every act which goes to
make up our transitory life be such as becometh the Gospel. Paul writes
in another Epistle of our conversation being in heaven. That is our
citizenship;- that here we are strangers and pilgrims. as foreigners dwelling in a strange country. Then our language should be a stran e Qne
to the world. Our words should be in keeping to that country to which
we belong; our life and walk should be circumopect, adorning the
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, that no traitor act should
tarnish the Christian's armour ll'1r bring dishonour upon his Lord.
We have some beautiful instances in the Word of the believer's
conversation which gOI'S to make up his lift'. We have referred before
to that holy walk to Emmauo, when the two heavy-hearted disciples
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.were mourning an absent Lord, and recalling all that He. had spoken
unto thEjm when present. As is ever the case, the glorious Subject of
such conversation, accdrding to proruise, "Where two or .three are
gathered together in My name, there am I in their midst," He joins
them in their walk, discourses with them, and opens Hp thll Scriptures,
and expounded unto them all things concerning Himself, that their
very hearts burn within them, and they constrain Him to turn in and
tarry with them. What It privileged moment for the favoured disciples
on thA Muunt, when they looked upon the Lord" transfigured before them;
and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was white as the
light," whilst" there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with
Him." Pdter never forgot that sight and privileged moment of being
"ove witnesses of His Majesty."
There was, too, that talk with Lydia at the river side, where prayer
was wont to be made. How much drawn were the hearts of. the
Apostles to that Thyatiran convert, "whose heart the Lord opened,
that she attended unto the things spoken of Paul;" for we find she
not only constrains them to abide with her after her baptism, "if,"
as she says, "ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord," but again
we find them, after their miraculous escape from prison, entering into
the house of Lydia, meeting and comforting the brethren there, and,
doubtless, holding sweet fellowship together.
What was the result of that" talk between themselves," of King
Agrippa, the governor, and Bernice, concerning Paul, but to confirm
them in their opinion of one of God's chosen servants 1 "This man doeth
·nothing worthy of death or of bond8." And does D0t the Holy Spirit,
the H.emembrancer, recount the words of His redeemed ones, who spake
often one to anothpr, and give His seal of approbation by the Word 1
"The Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance was
written before Him for them that feari!d the Lord, and that thought
upon His name."
Far higher, too, than any conversation we can rerall with the most
favoured saint on earth is communion with the Kin!!. One little
word from Him brings a Sabbath of rest to our souls. With favoured
Gideon we often cry, "If now I have found grace in Thy sight, then
show me a sign that Tlum tallce.st with me;" and with Enoch we desire
that closer walking and talking WiLll our God. Yes, that is the desirethat the very life shall be as one act of conversation, that onr every
act and conduct, the spirit in which we live, move, and have our
being, be absorbed in heavenly Spirit-filling, which shall evidentially
decrease self and increase Christ within. "Speaking to yourselves,"
sa.ys the Apostle, "in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always
for all things nnto God and the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ." And the Pdalmist's spiritual desir3s after this holy conversltion is, "0 tnagnify·;the Lord with me, and let us exalt :His name
together;" "Let my mouth be· fiiled with Thy praise and with Thy
honour all the day."
.
Yes, His people shall utter abundantly the memory of His great
goodn~ss.
What a memory to utter! .Truly great, tr:uly abundant
t~is end of pur' conversation, even Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
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Can we say, "He loved me, and gave Himself for me ?" If so, we have
a theme to last to an eternity; we have a subject and object of con'vers1;Ltion which is -not only. for the moment, buLis lasting" eternal as
,the heave~s, even" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for
-ever." Let -our conversation then, beloved fellow-citizens of that
celestial home, be such as becometh the Gospel of Ohrist, that He may
be extolled very high, magnified in all things, and self seek her
proper place-hidden behind the Master.
R.

,
\

GLORIOUS DEATH OF JOSEPH HUSSEY, 1726.
of the members who attended his ministry, asking him how his
faith was exercised with regard to the doctrines which he preached ~
He answered, "I am in the full persuasion of all those truths I have
preached, and die in the full belief of them a.ll."
Three days after, many of his people being in his chamber, he, from
his bed, as he was wont from his pulpit, dropped some sweet spiritual
sentences :-" I am waiting for my happy change, to be dissolved and to
be with Ohrist." "I have no palate for anything here, but my spiritual
palate is as good as ever to relish the doctrines of the Gospel of grace."
Those blessed doctrines which I have preached are now my main support
under mytiials and pains. I now find the truth of what I have long
preached, they are not my notions or fancie~, but the power of a precious
Christ to my soul."
"Oh, the security there is in Ohrist!" "Ab, my Lord, I ha'le served
Thee here in clouds, and smoke, and darkness, but come, Lord Jesus,
that I may praise Thee in the regions of light and of glory for ever! "
" I was born into the world a sinner, I have been born into the Ohurch
of God by grace, and I long to be born into glory."
Then he would break fort.h into short sentences, such a~, "Blessing,
glory, honour, praise and power to God and the Lamb, for ever and
ever." "Sin is dreadful, but grace triumphs, through Ohrist Jesus."
Thus was dear JOSEPH HUSSEY, from the Ohurch militant upon earth
- {larried to the Ohurch triumphant in glory; one to whom the Lord
imparted much of His mind, and one of the Puritans whom He made
eminently useful in the sacred office of the Christian miniStry.-BTooks'
"Lives of the Pu'!"itans."
ONE

"THE Lord our Righteousness," because He hath fulfilled every
command of God's law, and satisfied every demand of His justice for us.
As our Surety, it behoved Him to 'pay all our law-debts; and He has
fulfilled all righteousness for us (Matt. iii. 15). Every righteous demand
on us has been satisfied by Him.-Bm·Tidge.
THOSE whom God has justified and admitted into a state of
'l'er.onciliation with Himself, He has also adopted for His children; that
they might enjoy all the blessings of grace, and the unknown riches
--of glory; not only by the favour of friendship, though that be of the
noblest kind, but also by an indisputable right of inheritance, which
. right they have in virtue of adoption.-:-Abl'aham Booth.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"
(EZEKIEL

xlvi. 14.-Gontinlled f100rn page 472.)

"Now we come to consider what goes on while the Prince is out of
'Sight, and the gate shut by which He entered· (" Who is gone into heaven
and is on the right hand of God," 1 Peter iii. 23). It is to be noticed
. that He is always spoken of in this chapter and vision. The priests
()f His order, the Melchizedek priesthood, are now personally addressed.
We must bear in mind" that He of whom the~e things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe (not Levi) of which no man gave attendance
at the altar" (see 2 Ohron. xxvi. 18). It is evident that our Lord
sprang out of J udah. and it is yet far more evident that "after the
similitude of -Melchizedek there ariseth another priest" (Heb. xiv. 15)priest of the Most High God, king of righteousness, king of peace; and
He "hath made us kings and priests unto God" (Rev. i. 6); "a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Ohrist" (1 Peter ii. 5); a royal priesthood, of the royal family of the
Prince!
"Tlwu shalt daily prepare a burnt offering unto the Lord, a
lamb of the first year without blemish. Thou shalt prepare it every
morning." Reader, observe how tbis word speaks to thee! It is good
to read the Scriptures as a letter addressed to us individually. "To
you is the Word of this salvation sent." Some put it from them (Acts
xiii. 46). "I will hearken what the Lord God will say concerning
~ne" is a better resolve; and if there be any reason to question whether
I am personally spoken to, listen to the exhortation, "Let us search
and try our ways, and turn again unto the Lord," appearing to Him,
by the Spirit, to settle the doubtful question. Where shall we look
for the Lamb we are to present daily to the Lord 1 "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." This Lamb
()f God, "holy, harmless, nndefiled, and separate from sinners,·' shall
be thy daily morning sacrifice, prepared in thy heart by the Lord the
Spirit -" Thou wilt prepare their heart" (Psalm x. 17). "The
preparations of the heart in man is from the Lord" (Prov. xvi. 1)presented to God by Him who is the High Priest of our profession,
as the only ground of justification, acceptance, salvation; the meritoriolls
cause of pardon, -cleansing, peace! A friend once observed that Simeon
inaugurated this new order of priests, when he took up Jesus in his
arms, blessed God that "Now mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,"
and then held Him forth to others as "a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of Thy people Israel." Let us see to it that
every mornin~ -the day may be sanctified by the offering up of this
spiritual sacrifice, seeing it is to go on all the time that the gate is
shut, until He comes forth. While pondering if there be any passage
in the Old Testll.ment to warrant this view of spiritual worship, the
words of Isaiah Ivi. 6, 7, occur in daily reading, "Also the sons of
the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, and to love the name
Qf the Lord, to be His servant~, everyone that keepeth the Sabbath
from polluting it, and taketh hold of My covenant; even them will I
bring to My holy mountain [Er.ek. xl. 2], and ffi'tke them joyful in
My house of prayer: their bc.lrnt o.tferings and their sacrijices shall be
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w;cepted upon Mine altar [compare with this, Heb. xiii. 10J; for Mine
house shall be called the house of prayer for all people" (of every

nationality). As Abel, by faith, offered unto God the more excellent
sacrifice and obtained witness that he was righteous, so shall we who
spiritually daily prepare a limb for a burnt offering, a sweet savour
,
unto the Lord.
"And thou shalt prepare a meat offering for it, every morning, the
sixth part of an ephah and the third part, of an hin of oil, to temper with
the fine flour; a meat offering cont,inually by a perpet,ual ordinance unt,o
the Lord." The measures indicate the dist,inction between the Prince's
o:fering and that of His household. , He prepares a perfect ephah of fine
flour, a full hin of oil. Their oblation is a sixth part of an ephah, "our
daily bread," and a third part of an hin of oil-that is, a douale portion
of ihe oil to mingle with our feeding upon the bread of life, or it will he
very dry indeed without the unct-ion to temper with it; the spirit of
praiseful prayer and the spirit of revelation, enlightening, the understanding, thus compounoing in tho soul the essential sustenance of our
daily spiritual life. " He that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me"
(John vi. 57): "He shall take of Mine, and shall slww it unto you," and
thus in the written Word do we feed upnn the Incarnate IVord. When
at any time in our daily reading the Word seems dry, we may be sure
it lacks the oil to temper with it, and betake ourselves to our heavenly
Father, who "will give the Holy Spirit, to them that ask Him"
(Luke xi. 13).
Daily is our recurring need of Him, so we are enjoined daily to prepare
a lamb. We do not get a full measu1'8 every morning, but "sufficient
unto the day;" and in proportion as we truly feed upon our portion in
the perfect meat offering will be our measure of strengt,h, unct,ion, joy,
as we see it in umbers xxviii., ,. Thus shall they prepare the lamb, and
the meat offering, and the oil, every morning for a continual burnt
offering." Thou and they point to the personal and collective aspects of
the" royal priesthood." "That they all may be one "-" one body"
of spiritual worshippers, "endeavouring to keep the unity of the ,-,pirit
in the bond of peace." Lord, keep us from excluding any from fellowship with us who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Give us hrgeheartedness according to the precept, " Wherefore receive ye one another
as Christ also 1'8ceived us, to the glory of God" (Rom. xv. 7). How did
Christ receive us 1 As those in perfect harmony with Him; sound in
doctrine, exemplary in practice; deeply taught and unerring 1 Nay,
then whom would He have received 1 Oh that there could be more true
unit.y amongst those who have one Mediator, one Lord, and one st,andard
of truth, apart from which there can be no true unity!
Observe especially the striking fact that there is. no mention here
of the evening sacrifice. All along the Levitical dispensation the, lamb
of the morning and the lamb of the evening was prominently kept
before the worshipping Israelit,es. It is signific \D,t of the period when
. the great Sacrifice for sins having been once off~red. "at the ninth
, bour" (Matt. xxvii. 46, 50), the time of offering the evening sacrifice•
. there is to be no repetition of it, but a constant memorial, day by day,
from spiritual worshippers, who thus keep alive remembrance of that
, great event" in the morning of the Gospel-day of the Lord, which
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shall have no night" (Isaiah Ix. 20), but shineth more and more unto
the perfect day. . Two words establish this-continually by a pe1"]Jetual
Qrdinance before the Lord. Now, if there had been any break in the
-continuity of this burnt offering, it would not be a pel7.Jetual ordinance,
si> in the passing away of the type in its full accomplishment the
wisdom of God perpetuates the daily memorial of the burnt offering
and the meat offering, not the sin ofFring.
Christ," after He had
-offered one sacrifice f01' sins f01' e:ver, sat down on the right hand of
God" (Heb. x. 12). There is to be no l'cpetition of it, but a perpetual
remembrancfl of His death "till He come." A daily expression of
faith in Him, as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling
savour, rising from the altar of the believer's heart: "the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb ~ithout blemish and without spot,"
pleaded before God as the only ground of acceptance, and daily sustenance
of the renewed life; the delight of the Father, the joy of the soul.
There is a deep practical lesson couched in J ehovah's "shalls" here.
e, Thou shalt daily prepare burnt' offerings." " Thou shalt prepare a meat
()ffering every morning." "Thus shall they prepare." The day that begins
with this delight before the Lord must be one of holy fellowship
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ, ; but how
<>iten we fail to realize that "we are in Him that is true,"
U accepted
in the Beloved," "approved in Christ." As CAROLINE
S. BLACKWELL wrote, "How much easier we find it to accredit
the sin-offering than the burnt-offering'. We have no trouble in
the thought of forgiveness (through His blood), but the cloudless,
perpetual acceptance in the burnt offering is often doubted." Thus are
we taught how we can prepare a burnt offering, &c., in Gospel days.
"We know that the Son of God is come," that Messiah the Prince has
been cut off, but not for Himself;, that God has caused the sacrifice
(slaughtered animal) and the oblation to cease for nearly twenty
centuries; that which is perfect is come, that which is in part is done
away; how, then, can we look for that which is abolished to be
restored 1 Nay, rather let us see to it whether we "are built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood., to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus ChI ist " (1 Peter ii. 5).
Leicester.
MARY.
(To he continued.)

SWEET THOUGHT OF THE LATE G. D. DOUDNEY'S.

Row we live, dear brother, from day to day; how far below the
privileges of a child of God! How little do we realize the glory of
-the standing which we possess eternally in Christ Jesus! It is not a
time thing merely; we kn.ow by the teaching and ministry of the Spirit.,
that all we possess in Christ we possessed in the Covenant of grace
before the foundation of the world, and shall possess to all eternity.
We ~ere eternally loved by Jehovah the Father; eternally blessed by
Him with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus; eternally accepted in
the Beloved; eternally complete in all the perfections of a precious
,Christ; and what more can we de~ire ~ ~othing! How beautiful, dear
.brother, is it not 1
2M
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THE FAITHFULNESS .OF GOD.
"Shall not God avenge His oum, eled, which cry day and night unto
Him, though' He bew'> long with them? I tell you that He will aveng~
thern speedily."-LuKE xviii. 7, 8.
first important truth. that strikes the mind in reading those
precious and' encouraging words is, that God has a people whom
He claims for His own, His special treasure (Mal. iii. 17). " The
Lord's portion is His people; Jacob the lot of His inheritance"
(Deut. xxxii.-- 9). "A people near unto Him" (psalm cxlviii, 14).
"This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show forth My
praise" (Isaiah xliii. 21). ThfY were loved by God the Father,
from the days of eternity; and chosen in Ohrist, before the foundation
of the world, to be "holy, and without blame before Him in love"
(Eph. i. 4).
Jehovah, in His eternal prescience, foresaw the fall of Adam and'
his posterity, and made provision for the sah'ation of His Ohurch in,
the Son of His love. The dear Redeemer, in anticipation of the'
unparalleled sufferings He would have to endure to redeem His bride'
from the curse of the l~w, cries unto His Father, in the spirit of,
prophecy, "Deliver My soul from the sword, My darling from thepower of the dog" (Psalm :xxii. 20). The estimony of the Holy
Ghost concerning Him is, "He shall. see of he travail of His soul,
and shall be satisfied" (Isaiah liii. 11). The purposes of Jehovah
. cannot be frustrated, neither can His will be thwarted. ' I have
loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness.
have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). "Ohrist loved the Church and
gave Himself for it" (Eph. v. 25). The Holy Spirit's love is
manifested in quickening into life all that the Father loved and the
Son redeemed. He also, in the Divine communications of His grace,
sustains that life of which He alone is the Author. and Giver. He likewise conducts them safely through the rugged pathway of their wilderness
journey unto. the heavenly Oanaan. He the Spirit of truth is heirinfallible Teacher, guiding them into all truth. Thus the Trinity in
unity is concerned in the salvation of the Ohurch, individ~ally and
collectively.
Further, as the elect of God, they are a praying people. Prayer
is the life of God in the soul of every elect vessel of mercy born
again from above. They are brought by the Spirit's teaching t()
feel their need of the pardon and forgiveness of all their sins,.
through the precious blood of the Lord· Jesus Ohrist. Their prayer
day by day is, "Wash me, Saviour, or I die," and they cry unto
God for preserving grace and keeping power. Various are the trials
and temptations .which beset the believer in his journey homeward.
He is often cast down by reason of the way, and his prayer ofttimes
is, " 0 Lord, I am oppre3sed;. undertake for me " (Isaiah
xxxviii. 14). He bears long with. His people, for the trial of
their faith and patience. "I cry and shout," said one of old"
"but He shuteth out my prayer" (L:l.m. iii. 8). As Mr. BERRIDGE
quaintly singsTHE
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"What if He drop no gracious "He tarries oft till men are faint,
smile,
And comes at evening late;
And bids thee lea.ve His door,
He hears, and will relieve com·
Yet still knock on, and wait awhile ;
plaint,
He must relieve the poor.
'Tis ours to pray and wait."
He is faithful that hath promised; He cannot deny Himself, though
He appoint long seasons of darkness, when neither sun nor stars,
in many days appear, and all hope of being saved be taken away,
and the poor tempest.tossed soul is ready to join with the
Psalmist, "Hath God forgotten to be gracious ~ will He be favourable no more ~ " It is thus when brought to our wit's end, He
is pleased to appear, and we are brought to prove-experimentallythe truth of those Scriptures of truth, "Light is sown for the righteous,
and gladne3s for the upright in heart" (Psalm xcvii. 11). "Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Pilalm xxx. 5).
Yes; He holdeth those cutting winds of adversity in His fists, and the
water,;; of tribulation in the hollow of His hand. "To make the
weight for the winds; and He weigheth the waters by measure"
(Job xxviii. 25). "Dost thou know," said Elihu to Job, "the
balanciugs of the clouds, the wondrous works of Him which is
perfect in knowledge ~" (Job xxxvii. l6)-those dark, portentous
clouds, dear tried child of God, that we have so often feared would
be our destruction, but which we have found to be laden with rich
blessings. As the seraphic Mr. HERVEY sings"E'en crosses, in His soverei~ hands,
Are blessings in disguise."
Lastly, the faithfulness of God in avenging His own elect. Here
is a large subject for the contemplation of the spiritual mind. God
hears the prayers which His own Spirit indites in the heart of a poor
sinner, and those intercessory prayers of the Spirit He will assuredly
answer. "Hp. is faithful that hath promised," and "the Strength of
Israel will not lie" (1 Sarn. xv. 29). But true faith must "be tried
with fire, that it may be found unto praise and honour and glory
at the appearing of J esllS Christ" (I Peter i. 7), so that when He
comes again the second time without sin. unto salvation He shall
find faith in none save in the hearts of His own dear people. Jesus
is the Author and Finisher of faith; He, in the complexity of His
Person, is the Object and Subject of faith. Faith delights in His
glorious Person, in His finished work, His precious blood and spotless
righteousness, and His triumphant victcry over the powers of darkness. 'When He burst the bonds of death, and rose from the grave
the Almighty Oonqueror, faith follows Him as He ascended to His
Father's right hand, when an entrance into His glory was demanded
on His behalf by the angelic band which convoyed Him to the
pearly gates, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye
everlasting dooril; and the King of glory shall come in;" and when
the number of His elect shall be accomplished, He shall come again
to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe. "Even sO,come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen."
London.
H. PARKER.
2 M2
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THE LOVELINESS OF OHRIST:As THE ROCK OF AGES.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"The shadow of a great rock in a weary land." -ISAIAH xxxii. 2.

A LITTLE band of pilgrims called from the darkness of Egypt are
travelling through this world as passengers and strangers, finding it
to be indeed a wilderne~s to their souls / though to the observant
eye, the feeling heart, and the instructed mind, the works of God in
nature are surpaEsingly beautiful. But, there is a living principle in
the child of grace which can find no satisfaction even in the purest
pleasures the world has to offer. It is to him a wilderness, a land
ef drought, wherein is no food for his soul,. and no satisfaction for
the thirst of his spirit. As he struggles on, the difficulties and
dangers of the way-a way which often seems to be no way, but
enly a faint sheep-track across the desert-produce weariness and
weakness; and, from the depths of his tried and perplexed heart, he
is ready to sigh out the old complaint" While here I walk on hostile ground,
The few that I can call my friends
Are, like myself, with fetters bound.
And weariness our steps attends."
Yet, even in the wilderness, rich provision is made for the needs of
weary pilgrims! See the type of it in yonder majestic rock towering high above the desert sand! The antitype is that "MA~" of
whom Isaiah tells that He shall be "as the shadow of a great rock
in a weary land." To the loveliness of Jesus Christ as the Rock of
Ages (Isaiah xxvi. 4-1na1'gin) we would direct our readers' thoughts
in this paper; needing, ,and, we trust, seeking, the" leading" spoken of
in Psalm lxii. 2, "Lead me to the Rock that is higher than 1."
Yes!
1. Christ is a High Rock. How sweetly the Psalmist describes
Him, "higher than 1." This just suits those of us who want to be
raised above self, sin, and sorrow; and Sf) to have our feet set upon the
Rock Christ Jesus, and the new song put into our mouths (Psalm
xl. 3); for then can, and then shall, the inhabitants of the Rock
sing (Isaiah xlii. 11).
2. Christ is a Gnat Rock, as the text declares-great in might, in
extent, in glory, in beauty, in stability, 'and in grace. Great sinners
need a great Saviour. Higher than Ohrist, greater than Ohrist, no
rock can be. In Him there is room for all, power to save all,
strength to deliver all to whom, under the Spirit's revealings,' He is
made "the one thing needful."
3. Christ is the Smitten Rock-even our Horeb (Exod. xvii. 17),
., and that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 4). Jesus was smitten, like
the rock that Moses struck, instead vf His people, that they might
"By His stripes we are healed" (Isaiah Hii. 5).
not be smitten.
"The clefts of the Rock" aTe the hiding places of the L:>rd's doves
(Song ii. 14).
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~round wherein,
My anchor, Hope, shall firm r~Illam;
The wounds of Jesus for my sin,
Before the world's 'foundation slain."

" Now. I have found the

From the smitten rock living water gushed forth to supply Israel's,
sorest need in the wilderness, in a divinely full and abundant measure,
commemorated by Asaph in most beautiful language (Poalm lxxviii. 15-20).
The water was Gorl's gift through the rock, which accompanied Israel,
either actually or by its ever flowing streams. ,Thus the Lord Jesus
is with His people by His Spirit all through their wildernes3 journey,
accOl'ding to His own precious promise, ,. La, I am with you alway.
even unto the end of the world" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
4. O:lrist is the RQck which only affords a sure Foundation. The
man in the parable, who built his house on the sand, found it all swept
away ill the storm. He whose house was built upon the rock found
that it " fdl not," though the storm was equally severe (Matt. vii. 25-27).
It is a solemn question, "Upon what am I building for eternity 1 "
Happy those who can sing"On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."
Further, the Lord Jesus, in speaking of the :l'oundation of the my...tic
buildin!!,. says, "Upon this Rock I will build My Ohurch ,. (Matt. xvi. 18).
"This Rock" is the truth concerning Himself which Peter had just
stated, namely, that He was "the Ohrist." "The gates of hell shs.ll
not prevail" to destroy or cause to f",il even the least stone of the
spiritual temple. Not one .living stone, however insignificant, shall
,be missing :l'rom the edifice, when the topstone shall be brought home
,with shoutings of "Grace, grace to it!" In, this temple shall be
seen"Unity, mystery, majesty, grace;
Stone npon stone, and each stone in its place."
5. /i. rock is a pZnce of set/ely nnd r'~fugp,. The rocks of their native
land afforded a ready means of refuge to God's ancient people in seasons
0:1' danger (Exod. xxxiii. 22; Poalm xxvii. 5). Jesus is His people's
Refuge, whereunto they are constrained to continually resort. No fatal
evil can reach those iu Him, they are preserved and protected from all
ill. Prayer and meditation, directed by the Holy Spirit, are, as it were,
the wings of the soul, by which the saints of God soar in happy
experience into the clefts of the Rock, where the doves find a secare
dwelling-place.
6. The great rock is an emblem of eternity, perhaps the best
afforded by earth and time. It is a glorious truth that" our Rock" is
the eternal Son of God. Eternity is an attribute of Ohrist, because
Ohrist is God. Now, eternity not only will have no end, but it had
no beginning; and this is the distinction, too often overlooked, between
eternity and everlastingness. 'Ve are too apt to confine the idea of
eternity to the thought of endless duration. Tnis is a mistake. Supposing
a clock could go on ticking :1'01' ever, that would be endless duration.
Eternity, however, cannot so be measured by time-standards. Eternity
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is not everlasting time; it is the very opposite, the very antithesis
of time. It is Jehovah's own incommensurable" eternal NOW," wherein
dwelleth the Holy Trinity in Unity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
co-equally and co.essentially.
7. Ohrist the Man is as "the shadow of a great rock. "Most
.pleasant and grateful is this shade to weary, way-worn travellers through
the" great wilderness." Shadow denotes proximity. Those within the
shadow of the Rock Ohrist Jesus cannot be far from Him, and the
nearer they are to the Rock the deeper the shadow. The closer we
cleave by faith to a precious Ohrist, the more will self be in the shade.
In deep shadows of trouble, when the weary heart creeps to the foot
of the Rock, "the Man" becomes most preciou~, and we can then at
times sit under His shadow with great delight. Here He makes His
flock to rest at noon-day.
"0 sacred covert from the beams
That on the weary traveller beat;
How welcome are Thy shade and streams,
How blest, how sacred, and how sweet."

Bath.

E. O.

JESUS VERY NIGH.
and precious truth! There is no place, nor time, nor state when
faith may not uplift the eye, open the ear, put cut the hand, and
realize a present Saviour. Friends may depart, death may sever tightest
bonds. But He who ever lives is ever living by our side. Solitude is
not too lonely for His visits. Orowds extrude Him not; the morning
and the evening hours, the busy day, the silent night, alike admit Him.
Olime is no hindrance. He whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain,
He whom space cannot hold, is always very nigh. Sometimes a.fH.ictions
roll wave upon wave; your eye on all sides rests upon woe. The
dearest relatives are hidden in the dust. Bereavement sits your solitary
guest; pain racks the frame. But, dear believer, in all these sad trials
true faith faints not. Ohrist's precious voice "is very nigh unto thee,
in thy mouth, and in thy heart." "The Lord is good, a stronghold in
the day of trouble." A trying hour comes on; "It is appointed unto
all men once to die." Beloved friends must all be left. Satan sees his
last hope, and therefore musters his whole force to launch his final thrust.
This passage would be dark and perilous indeed without a Saviour" very
nigh." But the believer grasps a word so reviving: "Yea, though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Believer,
dread not death! Pray rather that Jesus will be "very nigh." Expect
His presence, and it will be given; ask His support., and it will surely
come.-Dean Law.
SWEET

A DRAUGHT prescribed by a physician may be very nauseous, but it
may save your life. Thus it is with our heavenly Physician. The
draughts He sometimes presents· us with are very nauseous. His own
life and hea th are in them !-Rev. W. Ho wels.
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THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
THE following circular invitation has been issued by the Rev. JAll1ES
ORllUSTON, who, for, the eighteenth time, has convened this annual
gathering of God's people at Clifton:BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,-The thirty-fift,h annual Clifton Conference will meet-if the Lord
permit-on Tuesday, 'Wednesday, and Thursday, October 5tb, 6th, and
7th. The meetings will be held at the Victoria Rooms.
For the eighteenth time I am honoured, as "your servant for Christ's
sake," to invite you to come up to the feast. The remembrance of
past hallowed seasons of fellowship quickens within us anticipations of
our being yet once more brought into the banqueting house of the
King. We view tho gone years of His right hand as pledges of
renewed mercies, and of still more abundant blessing. Greater things
are in store for us, brethren, than our eyes have yet seen, our ears
heard, our bands handled, or our souls enjoyed. There are glories of
grace and truth in Christ which have never entered the heart of man.
There are among "the deep things of God" unfathomable mines of
Divine wealth which, the Holy Spirit-who searches all things-bas
undertaken to unveil to us, and which ,the Scripture,s encourage us to
seek with all diligence. "S~rely there is a vein for the silver, and a
place for gold where they fine it. . .'. . He setteth an end to darkness,
and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of darkness and the shadow
of death." When we gather in the power of the Name of Jesus, we
have the delight of knowing that all counsel is His, and sound wisdom,
and that He is understanding! " Riches and honour are with Me; yea,
durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, yea,
even than fine gold; and My revenue than choice silver. I lead in the
way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: that I
may cause those that love Me to inherit substance; and I will fill their
treasures" (Prov. viii. 14-21). Oh, brethren, what glorious things are
these I-and all ours, because we are Christ's, and Christ is God's! Let
us, then, like Abraham, survey oUI Covenant portion with praiseful and
grateful hearts. "Arise, walk through the land, in the length of it,
and in the breadth of it; for "-saith our God-" I will give it unto
thee."
The subject for our Convention will, therefore, be-THE ETERNAL
INHERITANCE." I lovingly suggest that, during the three days of
the Conference, we should consider the theme in three relations:(1) THE ]NHERITA~CE promised (Heb. ix. 15). (2) THE HEIRS, AND
THEIR TITLE TO THE INHERITANCE certified (James ii. 5; Col. i. 12).
(3) THE lNHERITAJ.~CE possessed (Matt. xxv. 34).
As heirs together of the grace of life it is our high privilege to know
the reality and certainty of the tbings which are freely given to us of
God. Our title to the inberitance incorruptible, undefiled, and
unfading, is absolutely indefeasible, for it is Christ Himself, as risen
from the dead (1 Peter i. 3-5). Our meetness for the enjoyment of the
blood-purchased inheritance is that which God's grace has made us "in
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Him."
Our present comfort, peace, and liberty flow to us as the
experimental results of a faith which centres in the Person of Christ,
and which, for its warrant, rests on the testimony of the written Word
concerning Him. The dignity of the position which sovereign mercy
has assigned us is inseparable from our spiritual sonship: "If children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ" (Rom. viii. 17).
We are· in vital union with Him whom the Father has appointed
"·Heir of all things" (Heb. i. 2). "In Him" we are blessed with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places. Our calling by grace is that of
strangers and pilgrims in the earth, and they "that say such things
declare plainly that they seek a cO'lntry "_,, a better country, that is,
an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God t
for He hath prepared for them a city" (Heb. xi.) Brethren, such is
our blessed position, and such our bright prospect.
The forthcoming Conference will afford us a delightful opportunity
to speak and to hear "of the glory" of the Eternal Inheritance, and
to rejoice together in our King. Thus, too, a sweet ante-past of the
heavenly possession will serve to strengthen us for such service or
suffering as may be arranged for us in the purposes of our God and
Father.
. May the Holy Spirit indeed anoint every speaker and hearer in the
various meetings, and thus further the coming and glory of our adorable
Lord and Saviour. Meanwhile, let us wait constantly at the throne of
grace for that preparation of heart and mind which we consciously need
to make us vessels for the Master's use.
Relying on your loving sympathy and prayprs, I am, dear believers
in Christ, yours faithfully,
JAlIES OR IISTOX,

~

Rector ('j St. JIary.le.Porl, B,·istvl.

3, Be1'keley Square, Clijton,

B1'i.~tol,

AUf)U3t, 1897.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.
"By faith Abraham, when he was called to go ont into a place which
he should after receive for an inheritance. obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise,
as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob,
the heirs with him of the same promise: for he looked for a. city which
hath foundations, whose Builder aLd Maker is God" (Heb. xi. 8-10).
"He shall choose our Inheritance for us" (Psalm xlvii. 4).
"That they which are called might receive the pl'omise of eternal
Inheritance" (Heb. ix. 15).
"The Lord is the portion of mine Inheritance and of my cup: Thou
maintainest my lot" (Psalm xvi. 5).
"And it shall be unto them for an Inheritance; I am their Inheritance" (Ezek. xliv. 28).
"Blessed be the Goel and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whicll
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again to a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an Inheritance
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. reserved in heaven
for you, who are kept by the power of God thr0ugh faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 3·5).
"He that overcometh shall Inherit all things; and I will be his God,
and he shall be ,My son" (Rev. xxi. 7).

r
..;

...

The Gospel Magazine.

537

"The- Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then Heirs; Heirs of God, and J ointHeirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also
glorified together" (Rom. Viii. Hi, 17).
"That they may receive forgiveness of sins, and Inheritance all!ong
them w}lich are sanctified "by faith that is in Me" (Acts xxvi. 18).
U Therefore let no man glory in men: for all things are yours; whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or t,he wotld, or life, or' death, or things
prestnt, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and
Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21.23).
"In whom also we have obtained an Inheritance . . • . in whom
also, after. that ye, belitv~d, ye "ere sealed wi!h that Holy Spirit of
promise, wliich is t.he ea.rnest of our Inheritance, until ·the redemption
of the purchased Posfcssion; un to the praise of His glory" (Ephes. i.
11. 13, 14).
"Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
p!trtakers of the Inheritance of the saints in lil.:ht". (Col.i. 12).·
•. Then shall the King' say .unto them on His right hand, Come, yo
blessed of My Father, inherit the kiul!dom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).
.• The lines are fallen to me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly
he'ritage" (Psalm xvi. 6).
"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne,
even bS I 3,lso overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne"
(Rev. iii. 21).
"Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
eVt!r be with the Lord" (1 The!ls. iv. H) .
•• Make haste, my Beloved, and be Thou like a young hart upon the
mountains of spices" (Song' viii. 14).
.. Behold, the half was not told me; thy wisdom and thy prosperity
ex~~edt'th the fame which I heard" (2 Chron. ix. 6).

NOTES.
PRELIMINARY PRAYER MEETINGs.-Ou.r loca.l friends will kindly note
tbat meetin~s for prd.yer will be held at the 'Victoria Rooms (D.V.) on the
three Fridav evpnings pre<leding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock, viz.,
September 17th, 24tb, and October 1st. There will also be a meeting for
llrd.yer on Monday evening, October 4th, at 7.30 o'clock, to ask the Lord's
blessing on ourselVtB and others, and that, as the fruit of the Conference,
G"d's work in us and through us may be abund",ntly prospered.
EaRLY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGs.-An early morning prayer meeting
(at 7 o'clock) will be held at the Victoria Rooms on each of the three days
of the Conferenc~. These meetings will be closed not later than 8 a.m.
The presence of the L..lrd's .. remembrancers" at these meetings is specially
desired.
BIBLE READINGS.-A Bible reading will be conducted by COLONEL
MOLESWORTH at 3 o'clock on toe Tuesday and Wednesday.
AFTERNOON MEETINGS.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the principal
meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday will be devoted to Bible readings,
prayer meetings, home and foreigu missionary addresses, and to other
efforts for the furtherance of the Lord's work throughout the world.
REQ.uYSTS FOR PRAYER AND THaNKSGIVING must in all cases be
authenticated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous
communicatic.ns cannot, for obvious reasons, be recognised. The name of
the sender will, of course, be treated contidential1y. _ All. communications
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should be addressed :-"To the Convener of the Clifton Conference,
S, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol."
THE LORD'S SUPPER.-At 7 o'clock on Thursday evenin~, October nb,
a special Communion service will be held at the Memorial Churcb, Victoria
Square, and the Conference sermon preached. (Particulars hereafter.)
HYMN BooKs.-Copies of the hymns used at all the meetings will be 'on
sale at the doors, price one penny.
RESERVED SEATs.-Friends desirous of securing re.erved seats (etalls)
for the five Conference meetings can obtain tickets, price 2s. 6d. each, on
application (by post or personally) to the hall.keeper, Mr. MONTGOMERY.
Victoria Rooms,. Clifton, Bristol. A plan of the seats is now on view at
the Victoria Rooms. The tickets are ready, and early application, to
prevent disappointment, is advised.
. PROPOSED REPORT OF CONFERENCE-A full report of the Conference,
the addresses being revised by the speakers (price one shilling), will be
published, if written orders (not money) be left at the doors of the Victoria
Rooms (during the Conference), or with Messrs. MACK and Co., 52, Park
Row, Bristol, for not fewer than 500 copies. Printed order forms may be
obtained at the bookstall.
EXPENSES OF CONFERENCE.-The total expenses amount to about £80
yearly. No collections are made at the meetings, but boxes are placed at
the doors to receive the willing offerings of those·who value the privileges
of the Conference. The' Convener and several local friends also receive
'donations. "Freely ye ba'l'e received, freely give" (Matt. x. 8).
P.S.-AIl communications having reference to the Conference should
:be addressed to the CONVENER, 3, Berkeley Equare, Cliiton, Bristol.
GOOD NEWS.
(PSALM lxxxix.)
SALVATION secured! AUeluiahs resound
From the hearts of the people, who know the glad sound:A Covenant ordered in all things and sure,
'Twixt Father and Son must for ever endure.
The Spirit anoints in 'unmeasured degree,
Salvation's completed in glad unity.
How wondrous the skill, the amazing design,
That knitted together the human, Divine!
The great condescension, that nearness of kin
Shall enable the Saviour to bear away sin.
'Tis done, and for ever. and wbat can withstand
The fiat of God, so solemn and grand?
Oh, happy, thrice happy, the sheep of the fold,
The arm of Omnipotence swears to uphold.
Blind infidels here may their systems enact,
Yet, Truth still re::nains a most gI01'iO'l/s fact.
'Midst error, and strivings, and conflIct!! of earth,
The seed of Jehovah is coming to birth.
The Bridegroom is waiting the last of the race,
To accomplish for ever the kingdom of grace;
To hear the glad songs, all the wonderful story
Of redemption by grace to the kingdom of glory.
B1·ighton.
M. L. SYKES.
THEY who know Christ, find that they never knew happiness until
.they possessed Him.-Romaine.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
." Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt find it aftel' many
days."-EcCLESIASTES xi. 1,
many workers for the Lord Jesus are apt to become
discouraged at times, when they do not see any speedy or visible
fruit resulting from their work, and they are inclined to imagine that
that work is all in vain, and that they are spending their strength for
nought. But there is no need for them to be dis~ouraged, because
if they perform their work faithfully and zealously, according to .their
spiritual abilities, they will be lovingly requited, whether it be
successful or not; and work which may seem to them to be in vain
may really be by no means so; it may be greatly blessed, and made
so wonderfully successful that it will redound to the Lord's glory
throughout eternity. I am reminded of this by a remarkable circum.stance which occurred to one of my predecessors in this parisb, the
Rev. JAMES HEARN. He was considered to be one of the best Latin
scbolars of his day, but more than that, he appears to have been a
truly godly and faithful pastor. He commenced his ministry as
curate of the parish church of Dartmouth, and he earnestly
.desired, and particularly prayed, that his first sermon might
be blessed to some one. He preached it from the text, "This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chie£." Notwithstanding his fervent wish and prayer, however, no intelligence reached
.him, at the time, of any happy result following the preaching of his
sermon, nor for the long period of nearly fifty years. At the end of
that time, he was one day returning from a visit to London, and
took a seat in a compartment of a railway carriage at Paddington
sta.tion in which was a clergyman dressed as a bishop. Entering
~nto conversation with this clergyman, he found that he had just been
appointed Bishop of Sierra Leone, in Africa, and that he was then
on his way to his distant diocese, intending to sail thither from
Plymouth. The bishop had been in Africa some years before, but
his health broke down, and he returned home, and worked with
marked success in a London parish. Afterward8, his health having
been restored, he was offered the bishopric of Sierra Leone, and he
accepted it. Further conversation elicited the fact, most interesting
to Mr. HEARN, that the bishop's first religious impressions were
received instrumentally from Mr. HEARN's first sermon, preached so
many years before at Dartmouth. The bishop was at that time vnly
a boy at school, but the impressions which he then received never
left him, and they led to his entering the ministry and to his whole
subsequent career. We can imagine the interest with which these
two good men regarded each other after this fact was mentioned, and
.the feeling of intense joy and gratitude with which Mr. HEARN bade
the bishop farewell that day, and returned to his Iural home.
Workers for Christ! be not :discouraged,and never suppose that your
labour is in vain. It may succeed beyond your utmost expectations;
and although, perhaps,. you may. not have any evidence of . its success
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made known to you in this world, you may have the most marvellous
revelations respecting it in eternity. If you make known God's Word,
the promise must be fulfilled, "My Word shall not return to Me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I plea,e, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto I sent it." If yon are sowers-in any shape
or form-of heavenly sep-d, you may fully expect that some of it
will surely bring forth fruit; it is possible that some grains 'may
fall by the way-side, some in stony places, and some amongst thorns,
but you may expect that other grains will fall into good gr.ound, and
will spring up, and bear fruit, thirtyfold, sixty fold, or even a hundred·
fold. There is work, and abundant work, for all the followers of the
Lord Jesus to' do. Let not any of them make excuses, and neglect
to do it, whilst. they have time and opportunity; let them not
imagine that because they cannot do some great things, it is not
worth while doing, or trying to do, some little things; the one may
be quite as important as the other, and may mee~ with an equal
share of the Master's approval and blessing. A cup of cold water
given in the name of a disciple, a few words of cheer to some
troubled and broken-hearted one, a fellow-worker encouraged and
helped, a tract kindly and courteously given, or an illustrated
periodical, or a portion of God's holy Word,-who can say how great
the effect may be ~ "While we have time" let ns endeavour 'I to do
good unto all men, especially to them that are of the household of
faith;" and let us ever remember the encouraging assuranceutterly unworthy though our poor efforts may be of any such
recognition-" God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour
of love, whic~L ye have showed toward His name, in that ye have
ministered to the saints, and do minister."
SAD END OF A, TRANSGREJ:SOR.

"The way of tmnsgress(Jrs is

hard."-PROVERBS xiii. 15.
the time that Mr. HEARN .was rector, a stone quarry, situated
in his glebe land, was extensively worked, and Mr. HEARx appointed
a man to superintend it. This man turned out to be a thief, and
having retained the money which he received at the quarry for some
time, until it amounted to a considerable ~um, suddenly left the
neighbourhood and embarked for America. He took the money with
him in cash, and kept it in a belt which he wore round his waist.
He arrived safely in America; but soon after his arrival, he went
out in a small boat, which capsized,. and, heavily weighted as he was
by the money in his belt, he sank to the bottom like a stone. How
little that unhappy man probably anticipated such an end! How little
he probably thought, as he appropriated that money, that it would be
the means I)f his premature death. "The way of transgressors is
hard." Sin brings its own punishment. Oh, if sinners would really
believe this" how often they might be checked in their evil courses;
but they deceive themselves, or allow themselves to be deceived; they
are like dull oxen led to the slaughter; they imagine, perhap~, that
their cases will be exceptional, that they will not be found out, or that
in some way they will not be punished. " Tush ! II they say, " doth God
DURING
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perceive it, or is there knowledge with the Most High 1" Consequently
they" treasure up wrath against the day of wrath, and revelation of
the righteous judgment of God." Oh to be kept continually by Divine
grace! Oh to be preserved by an Almighty hand,' until we reach the
safe haven where there will be no more temptation to sin, no more
risk of self-deception, no more wiles of the great adversary of souls,
but where we shall be sinless and spotless, safe and happy for ever!
A NARROW ESCAPE.
"He shall give His angels charge O1;er thee, to keep thee in all thy ways."
-.PSAL;\I xci. ll.
:MR. HEARN seems to have been well known to some of the leading
good men of his day. Amongst them was the Rev. CHARLES BRIDGES,
author of an exceedingly useful book, The Christian Ministry, and
also of a celebrated commentary upon the one hundred and nineteenth
Psalm. In connection with the latter, it is stated that upon one
occasion Mr. BRIDGES was engaged to preach on a certain Sunday in a
country church, and the clerk, in giving notice of the circumstance on
the preceding Sunday, gravely announced that ... the autlUYJ' of the one
hundred and nineteenth Psalm would, God willing, preach in that
church on the next Sunday! I, Mr. BRIDGES came to Faringdon as a
deputation- for some society, and Mr. HEA-RN met him there, and
arranged to take him home with him to Hatford Rectory for the night.
When the meeting in Faringdon was over, Mr. HEARN and his guest
started homewards in a post-chaise. Ail they drove along, they became
so fully engaged in conversation that they did not perceive for some
time that anything unusual was happening, although the carriage was
proceeding at a tremendous pace, and it was swa.ying from side to side.
At last Mr. BRIDGES noticed this, and said to his friend, "Do you not
think that we are proceeding very rapidly, and would it not be well
to tell the post-boy not to drive so fast ~ I, Accordingly Mr. HEARN let
down a window, and called out to the post-boy to proceed more leisurely;
but he replied, "Bless you, sir, the reins broke at the top of the
hill, and the horse has been running away for the last half-mile, and I
can't stop him!" This was really the case, and the two good men
were for some time in considerable da.nger; but providentially they
escaped all injury, and they expressed their gratitude afterwards in
f-ervent terms. How often we may be exposed to danger, and yet know
very little or nothing about it! The breaking of a rein or of some
h.arness, a run-away horse in the street, a defective tyre on a wheel
of a railway carriage, an obstacle on the line, or part of the machinery
of the engine becoming unmanageable, these, or ever so many other
unlooked·for things, may place us in serious jeopardy.. But, happily,
the child of God is safe in Almighty keeping, and therefore he need
never fear, and he may believingly and rejoicingly say"Though plagues and death around me fly,
Until He bid I cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit
Till a God of love Bee fit."
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. GEORGE MALLETI'.
FOR sixteen years the present earnestly Evangelical chaplain of theo
Mariners' Church, Gloucester, the. Rev. GEORGE MALLETT, has preached
Christ to the sailors frequenting that port, and to many other~ in·
attendance on his faithful ministry. Together with the responsibilities.
inseparable from his labours among the mariners, our dear brother also.
discharges the heavy duties of chaplain at St. Bartholomew's Hospital.
His previous experience at Burton-on-Trent InfiJmary qualified him well
to undertake to. minister to the sUffering and dying at the Gloucester
Hospital, and it would indeed be a national blessing were all the insti-'
tutions for the reception of the'sick throughout England placed in the
spiritual charge of such devoted men of God as Mr. MALLETT.
Trained at Lichfield Theological College, the subject of our sketch
was ordained by the Bishop of that diocese, in the year 1872, his first
curacy being Heanor, Derbyshire. There he remained for two years~
at the end of which period he entered on the curacy of Codnor, in the
same county. During the five years Mr. MALLETT worked the latter
parish he gained useful experience, which was turned to good account.
in the populous town district of Christ Church, Burton-on-Trent, whose
excellent Vicar was, and still is, the Rev. CHARLES GUEST. In Mr.
GUEST the new curate found a like-mir.ded brother and friend-one
whose attachment to Evangelical and Protestant principles has endeared
him to thousands of God's people, of all denominations, throughout
England. Mr. MALLETT'S own Protestantism is cast in an unmistakably
Biblical mould, and his fearless maintenance of the truths of the Gospel,
as opposed to the false teaching of Romanism-both Italian and
Anglican-has on several definite occasions been powerfully influential,
especially at Gloucester. Again and again he has dared to stand practically alone in the breach, on public occasions, wheu the timid hearts
of some of his clerical brethren have shrunk from Episcopal frowns and
the opposition of other highly-placed dignitaries in the Church. The
yearly commemoration of that faithful martyr of Jesus-Biehop HOOPER.
-on the 9th of February, always finds Mr. MALLETI' to the fore as
an active organizer. He was also, some years ago, one of the principal
promoters of a local memorial to the martyred Protestant bishop, a fact.
which we have particularized later on in this article, and for which,
with others, we are indebted to the Chunhman's jJIa:Jfl.;;-ine.
As a preacher and platform speaker, Mr. l\'LA.LLEIT commands the.
attention of his audience. His matter is solid, his utterances breathe
deep conviction, and his style-earnest and logical-sometimes rises tothe rank of true eloquence.
Since he has been at Gloucester his work has been greatly owned
and prospered of God. He has collected over £1,000 for' a new
mission hall and Scripture Reader's house, £100 for a new organ, and
£650. have been addedj by legacies to the Mariners' Church. He has
in a wonderful way drawn out the sympathies of some of the Lord's
wealthy servants, who most generously help him in his work.
He has a grant of £60 per annum from the Church .Pastoral Aid
Society, but, with the exception of a small endowment for the maintenance of the fabric of the Mariners' Church, the rest of the funds
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for himself and fellow helpers are raised by voluntary subscriptions,
which entails upon him much heavy work.
Many years ago he introduced services on. decks. of vessels, sometimes having full Ohurch services; on one occasion the captain of a
vessel said there were forty-eight tons of people on deck besides.
hundreds on shore. A merchant gave him timber for ship forms, a
gentleman a hand-truck to convey them to and from the vessels, and
two friends a pair of ship steps for. these services. Mr. MALLETT has.
for years preached three times on Sundays, and ofc;en four times
when services were held in the open air or on board vessels. An
excellent staff of lay helpers as~ist him in his .work. He has four
services on Sundays all " the :y'ear rOllnd, and in summer in fine
weather, five. His helpers conduct one and often two of these. He
has a band of devoted men, who visit all the vessels in port on
Sunday mornings. His Bible classes and week-night services are well
attended, and he says his Saturday evening' prayer meeting is the.
secret of greit Divine strength and ble;,sing.
At Ohristmas, 1887, he was unanimously elected to the chaplaincy
of the St. Bartholomew's .Hospital for Aged Pensioners by the
Gloucester Oharity Trustees. He is hon. secretary of the Gloucester
Ohurch Association and of the Irish Ohurch Missions to the Romanists,.
and of course is a staunch Protestant.
In 1887 he vigoromly opposed the invasion of the city by the
Ritualistic Ohurch of England Working Men's Society, and together'
with a number of zealous Protestant lay friends held most successful
meetings in the Oorn Exchange. Meanwhile the Bishop called the
city clergy together and desired them to have nothing to do with
the aforesaid Society in its then composite character.
Mr. M..u.LETT was instrumental, with the aid of his young friend
the late Mr. F. R. MILLlj'\GTON, in forming the Gloucester Ohurch of
England Wor.king Men's Protestant Union, now working in several of.
the city parillhes, and doing an excellent evangelistic and Protestant work.
In 1892, the DE!..!.'" of GWT;CESTBR having granted the use of the
Oa.thedral to the local branch of the O. E. W. M. S. and the E. O..U.
for their anniversary services, a circular was issued announcing that
"the Holy Eucharist would be offered." Mr. MALLETT, as hon. sec.
of the Ohurch Association, cilled the DEAN'S and BISHOP'S attention.
to it, and wan16d them that "Mass" would he offered, which was
the case, as out of fifty-nine persons present (exclusive of the officiating
clergy and choir), only four communicated. He urged the .DEAN, for
the sake of peace, to withdraw his sanction for the use of the Oathedral,
but he refused to do so. He then asked the DEAN in fairness to grant
the use of it to the Ohurch A~sociation, on the same conditions, for its
anniversay service, but this he refused to do, on the ground that it
had prosecuted the BISHOP of LINCOLN. But the DEAN'S unfairness in
granting the use of the Mother Ohurch of the diocese to the Ritualistic
society, and refusing it to the Evangelical and l~al society, was·
very widely and strongly condemned by the press. It IS only fair, however, to say that the Oathedral has not since been lent to the Romanizers,
and that .the local branch of the O. E. W..M. S. has ceased to be,
active, if not to exist.
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Mr. MAI.LETT'S exposure of the English Church Union's "offering
the Holy Eucharist" led to ·an attack by the chairman of the county
branches of the English Church Union, in the Gloucester Chmnicle,
in .defel1ce of the expression, "the Holy. Rucharist will be offered," alld
the doctrines implied in ic; but Mr. MALLETT had no difficulty in
maintaining that Protestants have no earthly priest (lfPfVS) , altar, or
sacrifice. He challenged Mr. B. ROBERTS, over and over again, to produce
a single instance in which the words, "offer," "offerings," and "sacrifice"
are used in the formularies of the Lord's Supper. The challenge was
again repeated in a later correspondence in 1894, but always evaded.
On February. 11th, 1893, Mr. MALLETT took part in a movement
which led to the public unveiling by the MAYOR and a large body of
the members of the City Council, of a tablet on the frJnt of the house
in which Bishop HOOPER spent his last night on earth (generously
erected by the owner, Mr. JOHNSTONE VAUGlIAN) .. Next day an
anonymous writer, signing himself" Querist," wrote a letter to the
Glouceste1' Citizen, defaming the character of the martyred BISHOP. Mr.
MALLETT vigorously defended the martyr. The correspondence ended
in a public meeting, to which' "Querist" was invited, but in vain.
The character of the BISHOP was completely vindicated, and at the
close of the meeting Mr. MALLETT expressed his hope that the outcome
would be the building ana sending forth of a Bishop HOOPER Van. On
the following Saturday evening at the Mariners' Hall prayer-meeting,
the first voluntary subscription was made. The fact was communicated
to Mr. HENRY MILlER, and within a few days Mrs. G_HACRE was
undoubtedly led, in answer to the prayers that accompanied the first
offering GO God, to give £120 for the building of the Van. Other
kind friends, chiefly in connection with Mr. ORmSTo:-;r, of Bristol,
supplied the funds for the hor3e, harness, &c.
The Van (together with the Oxford Van) was sent forth on its
errand of mercy, from public meetini!s, organiZEd by Mr. MilLETT in
Gloucester, and addressed by CANON WOODWARD, Rev. K J. TIIWAITES,
Col. FROBISHER, and others. For his services to the Protestant cause
Mr, .. MALLETT has been honoured by election OIl the following
committees: The General Committee of the Ohurch Association; th~
Committee of the Clerical and Lay (Western District); the Gloucestershire Church Mission Union j the Churchman's Evangelical Council, and
the Chairmanship of the Gloucester Branch of the N. P. L. He has
voluntarily trained several of the captains and colporteurs of the Ohurch
Association.
He has lectured on various subjects-the "Real Presence;"
"Baptized Paganism," and other topics.
He has read papers at the
South Midland Conferences on the "Revival of Canon Law j "
"Apostolical Succession; " "Justification by Faith;" "Romanizing
Confraternities ;'~ "Romish and Greek Mass," &c.
Through the benevolence of a kind friend (now deceased), whose one
desire was the preservation of the glorious principles of the Reformation
and the glory of God,. Mr. MALLETT has been made the medium of
<:onveying to a large number of clergy nearly thidy full sets of the Parker
Society's Works of the Reformers (fifty-four volumes a set) anonymously, to their door, carriage paid.
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Two of his young voluntary helpers, Mr. T. W. H. OOPNER and
Mr. F. O. T. JANSEN, have been ordained, and are appointed as
vicars to important livings. ,He overworked himself in 1890, and
this, with a severe attack of Russian influenza, followed by pleuropneumonia and rheumatic fever, laid him e'ltirely aside fur ten
months. Kind and generous friends, unasked, plid a locum tenens and
the exptmses of a change at Torquay, and he returned again to his work,
which he has continued in tolerable health and spirit~.
He has six children; the four eldest are daughters, who, with their
mother, devotedly assist him in his work. ,The eldest bpy is now
a student at Oxford for the ministry, to which his heart seems dmwn.
Amid all his engagements Mr. MALLETT ,has found time to rel'iew
many important works, and for a good deal of newspaper correspondence. The wonder is that so abl.; anrr faithful a minister of
Christ has not received from the Simeoa Trustees or other patrons
of livings (in private, episcopal, or state gift) a suitable recognition
of his services in the cause of Gud's Truth and of the Oaurch.
SOLID OOMFORT FOR GOD'S DEEPLY TRIED OHILDREN.
ALL THINGS DETERMINED BEFORE.
How true it is that so many of GJd's dear children are surrounded
with care~, surrounded with persecutors, surrounded with painful and
bitter things, and per~ons causing their lives to be almost intulerable.
Well, now, set it down thus: The hand and counsel of J ehovah have
determined all that they shall do, and they shall do it all-but they
shall not go a step further.
One of the Ohurches in the Apocalypse was told in prophetic vision
tbat she should be cast into prison ten days; and the devil himself
could not make eleven of it, the time was fixed and settled. The
time the Israelites were to remain in Egypt was determined beforehand, and they could not stop a moment longer-they could not wait
until the morning, for that would have defeated the hand and purpose of
Jehovab. My soul desires to be quieted with this blessed truth, that
the hand and counsel of my Father know all things that happen unto
me. If they are comforts and joys, He makes them spring and grow
for my realization; if they are sorrows and cares, He weighs and
measures them, and permits' them to come to me; if they are enemies,
He has them entirely under His control, and says, " Hitherto shalt thou
come, and no further;" if they are bitter persecutors, He will allow the
"wrath of man to praise Him," and then restrain the remainder.
Oh! the blessedness of living on these high principler., living on the
sacred satisfaction of this glorious truth, tbat our gracious and Oovenant
God has determined all matters relative to His Ohurch, and His
overruling power carries out and accomplishes all that His hand and
counsel have determined.
GOD'S PEmnSSIVE WILL.-Some things are suffered,
evidently,
though not perhaps· divinely appointed, yet divinely foreseen un·
'questionably, and divinely' controlled.-Cordelier.
.
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REV. W. LANOELOT HOLLAND ON THE QUEEN'S
JUBILEE,
THE Rev. LANCELOT HOLLAND has, in his own faithful, outspoken
style, written a booklet entitled The Rise of the Curtain upon the
,,' Diamond Jztbilee" (London: Mrs. Newcombe, 9, Shepherd's Bush
Road, W. One penny), from which we make the following quotations, in the hope that a wider circulation may be obtained for so
timely a publication. Mr. HOLLAND says:Whilst we would be as forward as any in giving honour to
whom honour is due, yet when honour belonging to God alone is
paid to any of His creatures, if we were not righteously indignant it
would prove that we had little regard for or love to God's holy
Name. And if we failed to expre,s our indignation, as opportunity
occurred, there would be on our part a dereliction of duty. The
visit our Sovereign Lady, QUEEN VICTORU, paid to Sheffield on
May 21st, to open there a new Town Hall, may be looked upon
(as the Standard put it in a leader upon the occasion) as the" RISE
OF THE CURTAIN upon those Jubilee festivities on which the attention
and interest of the English people will soon be concentrated." On
this occasion the Mayor and Oorporation presented an address to the
QUEEN, the closing wbrds of which I wish to notice. They are as
follows: "May the Divine blessing be yours; 'Thou settest a crown
of fine gold on HER head. SHE asked life of Thee. Thou gavest
it HER, even length of days for ever and ever.' Given under the
Oorporate Oommon Seal of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Oitizens of the
city of Sheffield, this 21st day of May, 1897."
Surely a great sin has been committed in adopting iu the place
of Ohrist, who is the King of whom the Psalmist so speaks, that of
one of His creatures, however honourable, and to be honoured her
position is. Deliberately" Her" and "She" is substituted for "His"
and" He." A. great dishonour to Almighty God has been done. We
cannot dissociate this act-one that must have surely grated upon the
ears of the QUEEJ.'{-from the person who was principally concerned in
drawing up and presenting the address. We associate with it the
name of the DUKE of NORFOLK, Mayor of Sheffield, who, as is well
known, is a Roman Catholic. A.s such it is no unusual thing for him
to give that honour to the creature which belongs only to the
Creator. There is an ancient Roman Oatholic version of the
Psalter in which throughout the name of the Virgin Mary is
substituted for that of God and Ohrist. Perhaps the Duke was
quoting from it. But, if so, it forms no palliation of the blasphemy,
but rather intensifies it. Surely we are within a measurable distance
of the hour when men will, as it is foretold in Holy Scripture they
shall, pay Divine honours to a Man, when "All that dwell upon
the earth shall worship him (that is, the beast, or the anti-Christ)
whose names are not written from the foundation of the world in
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. the' book· of life of the slain Lamb" (Rev. xiii. 8). Are not the
,natiuJl's', of the earth gloryirig chiefly in Humanity, in human
prowess, progress, and energy 7 Is not this Jubilee time in England
and its' dependencies the occasion when the progress of Humanity
will form the underlying basis of glorying 7 Remember, when the
,time comes for all the capabilities of Humanity to be concentrated
and focused in thcman raised up by Satan for his purposes, how
€asy will it be for men to transfer their worship of humanity to
one man-" The Man of Sin." To this we are hastening without a
-doubt. This the Scriptures have foretold, and facts around us are
provi.ng the truth of it. The leading article, to which allusion
has already been made, contains some remarkable sentences, quite
<lonfirmatory of all I have said as to the spirit of the age: " All
the victories of sciencE', arr, and craft over inert matter in which
this age has been so distinguished, end in the spiritual glow that
is aroused by the reflection that, as TENNYSON says, 'Man is man
and master of his fate.'''
In conclusion, let me say a word more.
Can we for one moment
think that God is unobservant of the passing events 7 He records the
evil done, and treasures the sighs and cries of those who are pained
at it. He is, indeed, long-suffering, whilst the transgressors are filling
up their cup of iniquity and blasphemy, and when the cup is full,
when the" little horn" (that is, the la.st monarch of earth who is to be
head over the ten last monarchs of the European Federation) "with
·eyes like the eyes of a man, with a mouth speaking great things," shall
have accomplished his appointed course, then shall "the thrones (for
judgment upon the last great confederacy of evil) be set, and the
Ancient of days will sit," and the "Day of the Lord" commences; then
" with the clouds of heaven will come one like unto the Son of Man,"
who" will be brought near before Him;" then will Christ be invested
with" dominion and glory, and a kingdom that all peoples, nations and
, languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting domiBion
which shall not pa.ss away, and His kingdom that which shall not be
-destroyed" (Dan. vii. 8-14).
The "Vine of the earth" (see Revelation xiv. 17-20) is ripening
apace. We see the" grapes of Sodom" attracting more mightily than
ever, but they are ripening to be trodden down in the winepress of
God's wrath. God is to be avenged for all the evils done in the earth.
There is to be a rise of heaven's curtain. The Lord will "awake as
one out of sleep, like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of his wine"
{Psalm lxxviii. 65). His sleep of long.suffering will not last for ever;
"For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity" (Isaiah xxvi. 21). If you look at
Psalm xxi., the fourth verse of which was so terribly mutilated by the
Mayor and Corporation of Sheffield, you will see the curtain of heaven
.raised to display the King, who is now at God's right hand only "till
His enemies are placed as a footstool for His feet," which were "like
unto fine brass." On the head of "the King of kings, and Lord of
lords," will then be set '" a crown of pure gold." Then" thine hand shall
find out all thine enemies. Thou shalt make them as a fiery furnace
in the day of Thine anger, their fruit shal~, Thou destroy from the
2 N 2
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earth" (verses 8-.10 of Psalm xxi.). There is ere long to bea
display of judgment from Gor! such as never yet has been witnessed.
There is to be a" revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven ,with the
angels of His power, in flaming fire rendering vengeance to them that
know not God, and to them that obey not the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus" (2 Thess i. 7, 8). But, the curtain will rise, and the Lord Jesus
will be revealed in another capacity to His people. He will then "be
glorified in His saints, and admired in all them that believed in that
day" (verse 10).
We do well to remember, "All flesh is as grass, aud all the glory
thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth and the flower
faileth, but the Word of the Lord abideth for ever" (1 Peter i. 24).
That word tells of mercy, but also of judgment. The world (and I
include the greater portion of Ohristendom) heeds not that the day
of the Lamb's wrath is coming. On that day" the heaven will depart
as a scroll when it is rolled together, and every mountain and ~~]and "
(England amongst them) "were moved out of their places. And the
kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every
freeman, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come j and who shall be
able to stand 1" (Rev. vi. 12-17.)
You, who now are reading this little book, would you be able to
stand 1 Where is our only ground of safety 1 Is it in the popular
worldly religion around ~ Is it in science and philosophy 1 Is it in
agnosticism or spiritualism 1 No! You, who want a sure refuge, a
salvation that can secure you against wrath to be revealed, will find it
iu the sovereign mercy and grace of God. This is not the day of the
Lamb's wrath, but the day when the cry of the preacher is heard,
"Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world"
(John i. 29). There is no wrath or condemnation for those who, in
God's infinite compassion, have been led as lost sinners, without any
righteousness whatever of their own to commend them, to rely upon
the spotless Lamb of God once for sinners slain, and to see in that Holy
Lamb of God one who "gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice
to God for a sweet-smelling savour" (Ephesians v. 2). Faith is n0t
mere assent to revealed truth, but reliance upon that truth for the
blessing attached to it. Faith of this kind-a God-given faith in the
one offering of Ohrist perfected on the cross, brings us at once ullder
the full value of it; immediately we are justified in the courts of God's
justice; immediately we are sctnetijied in the holy courts of heaven.
The righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, so that He is really" the
Lord our Righteousness."
Reader, what do you know of this mercy of God-this Gospel of the
grace of God 1 If we have learned to know, by the Spirit's gracious
witnessing with our spirits, that we are the children of God, we shall
learn to love our Father; and not to "love the world, neither the thingsthat are in the world." John says, "If any man love the world, the love
. of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the-
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flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride [or vainglory] of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the
lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever'
(1 John ii. 15-17). We do His will when, havin~ relied on the Lord
Jesus and the }'ather's love in Him, we are enabled to walk with
God.

THE LORD'S SUPPER.-OUTSPOKEN TRUTH.
By THE LATE REV. J OSEPH IRONS.
You may take for granted that that Gospel is not worth having which
the d.eyil does not think it worth while to oppose. You may take
for granted that if the preaching gives no offence to the world-and
espec.i;llly to the religious world-the devil will be very quiet, and
the preaching will go on very smoothly. And if we could listen to
the infernal councils, and hear Beelzebub and his committee in consul·
tation, why such a preacher is not attacked, and why such a preacher
is not tempted, and tried, and harassed, and ill.spoken of and pressed" Oh! " Beelzebub's answer would be, "he is doing no harm; he lets
my kingdom quite alone; he never took a slave away from me yet.
And even as to those that are Christians, I h9.ve got plenty of them
in legal bonds, and he. never smote a chain off yet. His people are
very good sort of folks; they go to chapel or to church once a-week,
but they can go to the play the next day; they are still in my
service, and therefore they may be as religious as they like; preacher
and hearer, I let them alone." But mark this-and I appeal to my
own history for the truth of it: directly the four signs I have named
follow God's Word-directly sinners come to tru~t in Christ, and
regeneration is made manifest, and unctuous power goes forth with
the Word to comfort, and cheer, and nourish the souls of God's
people, and the transforming power of the Gospel brings a man to
differ from his family and his companions, his fell?w-clerks or fellowservants, or those who associate with him-directly the change is
manifest and God's signs confirm His Word, the powers of darkness
wre stirred, and all .the agents upon earth are called into exercise.
Proud Pharisees, vile scoffers, masters, employers, connections, acquaintance, kindred, dearest relatives-all are stirred up by Satan to
persecute, all stirred up to be hostile; and that is one of the signs
that will follow where God's Word is preached, and God owns it.
And then as for the poor preacher, "it is all his fault; they were
very good sort of folks, before they went to him! they did not object
to go to see bits of painted pasteboard, and now and then a silly
hop; hut since they have been to hear this Antinomian, they are of
no use for anything; as soon as they are released from their work,
away they go to their Bible or to a prayer-meeting; they are no
, <lompany at alL" Well, then,. they must be annoyed, they must be
persecuted; their trade must be injured, or they must be got out of
their situation, or they must be run down as bad preachers and
holding forth doct.rines that lead to licentiousness. This is a common
practice; and mark, my hearers, this is one of the signs that follow
the Word.
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This is constantly going on in the Ohurch of the living God, where
He puts honour upon His Word. If time allowed, and it were at all
decorous, I could give you some twenty or thirty instances at hand.
in relation to this lecture. "Why does not the man keep at home 7"
say some; ., he has got a large congregation at Oamberwell, why
does he come disturbing other parishes 7" My answer is, as good old
VVILLIAMS told me, "The world is my parish."
But then others say,
"Why, he only preaches a piece of the Gospel." Well, if they will
only tell me what part I omit, I will preach it directly. The truth
is, "the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to·
the law of God, neither indeed can be;" and therefore, wherever God
confirms His Word "with signs following," the prince of darkness and
his crew are sure to raise hostility against it.
I now drop a remark or two, by way of close, upon the -word!
"confirm." and then I will meet you at the Lord's table.
"Confirming the Word." Beloved, since I first opened my mouth
in this lecture, twenty years ago, I have seen and heard of a great
variety of new things-new gospels, new societies, new preachers, new
fancies and whims, old traditions brought up in a new form-a
multitude of such things; but here is the interesting and delightful
fact-none of these new things have supplanted the old among us.
And why is this 7 . Why is it that these new-bngled whims of every
shape and grade have not supplanted the oH·fashioned thing we have
been so long harping upon 7 God has been "confirming the Word;"
that is the reason. You know, when they tell people that are confirmed at fourteen or fifteen, they are confirmed Ohristians, they do
not expect them to turn out infidels, but they say on the contrary
they are Ohristians. I would it were so j I would I could tell them
so; but my heart aches at such delusions. But we do say, that there
are confirmed Ohristians-confirmed of God; and such has been the
confirmation which He has cdndescended to put on His preached
Gospel in every age, of which we are living witnesses. The powers
of man cannot overturn it; the sophistry of mall cannot refute it;
the proudest and most stubborn hearts have been obliged to yield to
it; and even a Pharisee's rags are torn off by it. So that we will
rejoice in the thought, that the Lord God of hosts still "confirms the
Word with signs following;" and, I trust, will confirm it among us
to-night.
We are now about to approach the table of the Lord to confirm
our acknowledgment of these truths, our delight and joy in them, by
partaking of the emblems of the body and blood of Jesus Ohrist.' And
I beseech you to mark one thing: that it is but the emblems we use.
I know that the infernal doctrine of Transubstantiation is brushed up
again in these days, and there are those that ought to know better,
and profess to be Protestants, who are advocating the thing, though
not allowing the name~just preparing to join with the Papist's. But
bear with me, while I tell you, that the elements we are about to
receive are literally bread and literally wine; and they will be the
same-no more-when I have spoken over them, or prayed over
them,or broken the bread, or presented them to you. There will be
no change or alteration. These elements are intended to be sensibly
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received by our natural senses, that while we are so doing, faith may
look through the emblem, and receive the body and blood of Christ
in its appropriating acts. I thought it necessary to say just thus
much, before I descend from the pulpit; and I pray the eternal
Spirit to reveal a precious Christ to us now, that our souls may be
refreshed and nourished by partaking of this ordinance.*
October 27th, 1841.
.
MARTYRS.
MR. FROUDE, in his "History," says: "RIDLEY appp,ared first, and
seeing LATIMER coming up behind him in the frieze coat, with the cap
and handkerchief-the work.day costume unaltered, except that under
his cloak, and reaching to his feet, the old man wore a long shroud, Oh ! be ye there ~' RlDLEY exclaimed. 'Yea,' LATlMER replied. 'Have
after as fast as I can follow.' RIDLEY ran to him and embraced him.
'Be of good heart, brother,' he said j 'God will either assuage the
flame, or else strengthen us to abide it.' They knelt and prayed
together, and then exchanged a few words in a low voice, which were
not overheard. A chain was passed round their bodies, and fastened
with a staple. A friend brought a bag of powder and hung it round
RIDLEY'S neck. ' I will take it to be sent of God,' RIDLEY said. ' Have
you more for my brother ~' 'Yea, sir,' the friend answered. 'Give
it him betimes, then, RIDLEY replied, 'lest ye be too late.' The fire
was then brought, the lighted torch was laid to the faggots. 'Be of
good comfort, Master RIDLEY,' LATIMER cried, at the crackling of
the flames. 'Play the man; we shall this day light such a candle, by
God's grace, in England, as I trust shall never be put out.' 'In manu
tuas, Domine, commendo spiTd1trn rneurn,' cried RIDLEY; 'Dornine, 1'ecipe
spi1'iturn meum.' '0 Father of heaven,' said LATIMER, on the other
side, 'receive my soul!' L.!.TnrnR died first; as the flame blazed up
about him, he bathed his hands in it, and stroked his face. The
powder exploded, and he became instantly senseless. His companion
was less fortunate. The sticks had been piled too thickly over the
gorse that was under them i the fire smouldered round his legs, and
the sensation of suffering was unusually protracted. 'I cannot burn,'
he called. 'Lord, have mercy on me; let the fire come to me; I
cannot burn.' His brother-in-law, with awkward kindness, threw on
more wood, which only kept down the fl:\me~ At last someone lifted
the pile with a bill, and let in the air; the red tongues of fire shot up
fiercely, RIDLEY wrested himself into the middle of them, and the
powder did its work."-London Echo.
WOULD you be foolish enough to let your child choose for himself,
while he is yet a child ~ Have then wisdom to let your heavenly
Father choose for ymt.
• The sermon from which the above extract i8 taken may be had (pI ice one
penny) of Mr. D. FISK, 6, Brighton Place, Brighton.

552

The Gospel Magazine.

BY

ADVANCE OF POPERY.
THE LATE REV. J. C. PHILPOT.

A LARGE piece of ground is bought in a thriving town, it is scarcely
known 'by whose money, or for what purpose. But it is soon made
manifest. The ground is staked out, and walls begin to rise, with
narrow windows and iron gratings. Is it a new prison, or a Roman
Catholic chapel1 Neither; but something between both. In other
words, it is a nunnery. Call it, rather, a trap to catch unwary maidens
and immure them for life.
Now, suppose that a similar building were erected in connection with
thfl Church of England, or a chapel belonging to the Dissenting body,
and that young women from the congregation were, with their own
consent, taken from their houses and shut up as if in prison; none of
their relations being ever allowed to see them, and all examination of
the internal arrangements of the place refused. Suppose also that reports
became spread of these young maidens, thus shut up in prison, being
treated with cruelty, or exposed to what is worse than death, and that
without any hope of redress. Why, the very mob would pull such' a
building down; or if the matter were not carried to such a natural excess
of violence, the magistrates would demand admittance, and, if refused,
would break the doors open by positive force.
Our object in drawing this contrast is to show that there is something
peculiar in the Romish system which casts a spell-what the Scotch call
a "glamour "-over the minds of men, so that Rome seems allowed full
liberty to do things whicp, were they done by any other profEssing body,
would rouse a spirit in the whole country not to be repressed, except by
putting such practices down, and sflverely punishing the authors. The
keeper of a' lunatic asylum is punished, and justly punished, for maltreating a patient, and if a prisoner die in a gaol, an inquest is held,
but no coroner dare intrude on a convent's holy ground. Could all this
be were there not some influence of the wine-cup spreading itself tbrough
the land 1
.
THE REV. GEORGE WHITEFIELD, when once preaching on the banks
of one of the nobl:: rivers of Virginia to a very large audience, dwelt
particularly on the strength of depravity, and the insufficiency of the
means of grace to convert the sinner without the influence of the
Holy Spirit.' "Sinners," said he, 'c think not that I expect to
convert a single soul without the assistance of Him who is mighty to
save. Go and stand by yon river, whose strong and deep current
moves on towards the ocean, and bid it stop, and see if it will obey
you. Just as soon should I think to stop that river by a word, as
by my preaching to stop that current of· sin which is carrying you
on to predition!" Looking up imploringly, he exclaimed, "Father in
heaven, see! They are hurried on to hell! Save them, or they
perish! " The effect was magical, as many of the audience, humbled
under the mighty appeal, exclaimed with anxious look and tearful eyes,
and tremulous voices, "Save, Lord, or we perish!"
.V. P. H.
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@ms in Q1irate.

MUZZLING HIS OOLLIE.
A TRUE STORY.
,
THE scene was fit for an artist's brush.
A room in which lay a .lovely
yeuth on a white-piIlowed bed, within the recess of an open window.
Upon his fair and, alas! white face, blew the soft and gentle breezes
of the Down air as it wafted over that charming landscape from the
Channel. By his side was easel, table, book-stand, aye, and everything
that a loving mother's hand and heart could bring to conduce to his
happiness, whilst, as' if to complete the. picture, she bad placed a huge
plant of marguerites at the foot of his couch. .
His name was Theodore-gift of God. A child given in answer to
prayer, and dedicated from his birth to the Giver. Delicate in childhood, he became his mother's constant and loving care, and now when
as a youth, a still more serious form of disease had slowly but surely
gained its way, 'and made sad inroads on anything but a robust
<Xlnstitution, and he had had to undergo an operation just six weeks
previQusly, there was nothing that that dear mother could not do for
her loved boy. It, was a touching devotion, grown out of the service
of ministry and suffering, as well, as from the motherly love that
prompted it. There is nothing quite like it. There is no stronger
knitting together than between those ministering and ministered unto,
provided the bond of union is love. To what lengths will not the
hand reach" what feats will not weakened strength accomplish, what
daya and nights of unceasing watchfulness will there be, when the he;ut
beats in loving sympathy to the one who cannot now care for himself.
Thus "dearest" and" dear one" were all in all to one another; but
the tie that brought the closest binding was not that of nature, but of
grace; for Theodore and his mother both loved the Lord, and would
read the Word together, pray with and for each other, and talk often
one to another of that theme where Christ is a willing and very preswt
Guest.
"Does he ever ,seem weary or grow impatient 1" was asked. "I
have never heard so much as a murmur," answered his mother, and
going aside, she told the following beautiful little story ill connection
with that question :-" After the operation in London," she said, ," when
eminent and skilful physicians (Sir - - among them) had done their
best for him, amongst his visitors came his uncle, a Scotch minister,
and'sitting down prayerfuIly by the lad's bedside, he said, 'You know,
Theo, in Scotland every farmer has his collie dog, and. their business
(and they thoroughly attend to it, too) is .to drive the scattered sheep
right into the fold. Now, I take it that this affiiction is your collie dog
to drive you into the heavenly Shepherd's fold,' with which thoughtTheo was evidently much impressed."
It was some days after ,his uncle's visit, and the doctors were again
subjecting him to great pain. It was evident to his mother that a great
fight for the mastery was going on within; but yet no murmur escaped
his ,lips, and only this-looking up into her face, and speaking what
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were as so many foreign words to the doctor, he said, "I wish God
would muzzle His collie for once, demo one." Wasn't it lovely 1 Does
it not show what grace can and does accomplish 1 Here is one cut off
from every pleasure and pursuit of young fellows of his age; shut in
one room, and that the chamber of suffering; placed in such a position
of enforced rest as to be scarce able to reach anything that he may
require, and yet never a murmur, never a wish beyond those wall~,
except-aye, and bless God for it I-a heaven-born wish, Divine aspirations, holy longings, Ohrist-given desires.
Dear reader, have you not often thought, with dear Theodore, Oh,
that God would muzzle His collie? The Psalmist gives expression to such.
a desire, in other words, and doubtless had a like experience when he
prayed, "Set a watcb, 0 Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of
my lips" (Psalm cxli. 3). ," I said, I will take heed to my ways, that
I sin not with my tongue; I will keep my mouth with a bridle [or
"muzzle," margin], while the wicked is before me" (Psalm xxxix. 1).
"I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress" (Psalm xvii. 3).
A dear one, now in glory, known to the writer, used often to pray
for the gmce of silence. Often in the natural order of things, as is likely
to occnr in every-day life, he would say, "I felt I could have been s(}
irritated to-day, and was just about to utter a hasty word, when grace
conquered. 'Grace, Lord, for the grace of silence,' I cried, and He
granted it, that I answered never a word." And his face shone with
joy as he repeated another conquest over Satan.
, You remember how Moses, as the people's representative, had his
rebuke when he had urged the Lord to alter His word, and let him
"go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan. . . . . But
the Lord was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me:
and the Lord said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unt(}
Me of this matter" (Deut. iii. 25, 26). And says the wise man, "There
is a time to keep silence" (Eccles. iii. 7). "Be silent to the Lord,
and let Him mould thee," as LUTHER used to interpret Psalm
xxxvii. 7.
Above all, have we not the Great Exemplar for our Pattern, wh(}
was never heard to speak an angry, hasty, harsh or unkind word't
How often we read of Him answering not a word, dumb before His
accusers! Not one word of angry accusation-nay, nor of uttered
grief that He must have felt, when after that His disciple John was
beheaded, "His disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it,
and went and told Jesus. When Jesus heard of it, He departed
thence by ship into a desert place apart" (Matt. xiv. 12, 13).
It was the loole that melted Peter's heart.
0 harsh word, nor'
bitter reminder, from His Master-" I told you you would deny Me,
Peter "-but just a turn and a look, that sent that heart-broken
disciple out weeping bitterly.
When charged before Pilate with calling Himself King, all He
replied was, "Thou sayest" (Matt. xxvii. 11). And when the high
priest, willing to stir up the malice of the people, "arose, and said
unto Him, Answerest Thou nothing 1 what is it which these witness
against Thee 1 But Jesus held his peace" (Matt. xxvi. 62, 63).
Aye, and never did He answer His· enemies except as He vindicated
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His Father's honour. When that was touched, when they would fain
tarnish that, then Jesus no longer kept silence. But for His people's
sins He was willing to be forsaken, denied, mocked, smitten, bound,
blind.folded, struck on the face, betrayed, blasphemously spoken
against, led, accused falsely, set at nought, arrayed in a gorgeous
robe, crucified (Luke xxiii.), and yet no angry word-only the cry,
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." ::5urely"His way was much rougher and darker than mine;
Did Christ my" Lord suffer, and shall I repine?"
Remember the saying of Theodore, dear reader, and when anything
offends you, any trial afflicts you, any cruel word from enemy or
friend wounds you; when the great adversary harasses you, if a time
come when you cannot speak well of Him, desire till you can a
closed mouth, rather than utter one ill word of His dear Name, and
way, and work j yes, ask God to muzzle His collie for once, and
depend upon it this present conquest over sin and Satan will make
you stronger for overcoming in the next battle. By-and-by, up
yonder, His children will have tongues framed to speak His word
and love. We must be there to know it and praise it in all its
length, breadth, depth, and height. As good JOHN BERRIDGE wrote" Then my tongue would fain express ' ""Vex'd, I try and try again,
All His love and loveliness;
Still my efforts all are vain;
But I lisp and falter forth
Living tongues are dumb at best,
Broken words-not half His worth.
We must die to speak of Christ."
RUTH COWELL.
-Froil~

the " Young People's T1'8asury" for A1tgUSt, 1897.

OBED-EDOM.
WHAT was it, dear Lord, but Thy sovereign and distinguishing grace
which taught him to rejoice in Thee and Thy favour, while others
were trembling under Thy judgment.s 1 Oh, the true blessedness of
distinguishing grace, which makes that to Thy people," a savour of
life unto life," whilst to others it becomes "a savour of death unto
death." Who are the Obed-edoms of the present day, but such as
receive Christ Je'!!us the Lord, and walk in Him, and live to Him,
and rejoice in- HiI'D. as J ehovah-Tsidkenu, the Lord our Righteousness 7
And if ever there was a day of peculiar blessedness for the marrl'festation of his special love to Jesus and His dear cause, surely the
present is the one. Oh for grace, therefore, that while the Ark of
God, the Christ of God, is shut out of numberless houses in this
adulterous and sinful generation, many an Obed-edom may yet be
found in our British Israel to welcome the Lord Jesus to their
hearts, and He, and He alone, be formed there the hope of glory.
Hail, Obed-edom, thou true and faithful servant of thy Lord! Ever
will tby memory be blessed in the Church; and when the temple of
God is opened again in heaven, as it was to the beloved Apostle
(Rev. xi. 19), and the Ark of the Testament is beheld by the whole
Church, still will it be held in everlasting remembrance how the Lord
blessed the house of Obed-edom upon earth£or the ark of God's sake
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SUBSTANOE OF A SERMON,
PREACHED AT PELDON CHURCH, FEBRUARY 28TH, 1897, BY THE REV.
D. L. JOHNSON, M.A., RECTOR.

" Though the L01·d be high, yet hath He Te!3pect unto the lowly: but the proud
He kno~ceth ajar Qff."-PSAU>I. cxxxviii. 6.
"ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God." "Holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." The Spirit of God
spake by David, and His word was in his tongue. All things had to
be fulfilled which were written in the Psalms concerning Ohrist. This
passage may refer pre-eminently to Him-to His lowly condition when
He was on earth. Jehovah had respect unto Him who was meek and
lowly. in heart j who emptied Himself of all Bis majesty, "and took
upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." And why
all this' humiliation ~ In order to obey the holy law of God, and to
suffer the penalty thereof, bringing in an everlasting lighteousness, and
a complete redemption for poor lost sinners. Yes. fur such as you and
me Jesus became lowly. Think of it. HI? stooped from majesty unto
meannes&, from ri(:hes unto poverty, from gl0ry unto shame. Think,
that for your sake He should become poor, that He should be despised,
reproached, cast out (for "they cast Him out of the vineyard and slew
Him," and so they would His followers now). He endured all this
" that we through His poverty might be made rich." No wonder He
should cry, "I am poor ann needy." No doubt this utterance to His
:I!'ather in. prayer was offered up by day and by night, on the mountain
top, in the solitary place, or by the sea shore. "Though He were a
Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered." When
He was in Gethsemane, and His sweat was as it were gr~at drops of blood
falling down to the ground, when agonizing and contending with the po~·
ers of darknes~, then truly He was poor and needy.. "Vhen He endured
the cross, the burden of His people's sin, the cune of the law, and the
wrath of God, He was indeed poor and needy. He emphatically took
the lowest place; "wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him,"
"far above all principalities and powers, and might, and dominion, and.
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come." He is exalted far above all blessing and praise.
He is on high, seated at God's right hand, and on His throne. He
who once humbled Himself, is now thus exalted a Prince and a Saviour.
God hath made that same Jesus both Lord and Ohrist. Who ever sunk
so low 1 or who raised so high as our God 1 who is God over all and
blessed for evermore. He now receives and shares the reward of His
work with His blood-bought ransomed ones.
Cl. All that I have is
thine," He says individually to them.
Further, DaNid is here describing what he himself had experienced.
"Though the Lord be high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly."
In the first verse he expresses his spiritual determination, "I will praise
Thee with my whole heart."
God must be both sought and praised
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with the whole heart. He loves and requires a whole-hearted service,
or He will have none at all. "Before the gods" (David continues)
"will I sing praise unto Thee." He was not afraid to sing in any
company, even in the presence of civil and ecclesiastical dignitaries.
It is easy to acknowledge Him among His saints, but can we, and· do
we, confess Him at all times, on all· occasions 1 Had we a clearer
realization of His love, and more liberty of soul, there would not be
so much backwardness in praising Him. "I will worship toward Thy
holy temple." David does not mean the temple at Jerusllem, upon
which doubtless his eye rested; no, his heart was reaching unto that
Holy Temple eternal in the heavens, where the saints serve God day
.
and night.
The Psalmist repeats with emphasis, "And praise Thy name,"
declaring his reason, "for Thy loving-kindness and for Thy truth."
He had cause to do so indeed. Do you think when you sing His
praises in His house that you have a reason 1 Is it because you
ren.lize a little of His loving-kindness, His truth, His faithfulness, that
you praise Him 1 An additional reason is given in the clause, "For
Thou hast magnified Thy word above all Thy name." Thy word of
promise, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope, which has been
my comfort in my affliction, "Thou hast magnified," by fulfilling it in
my experience, by applying it to my heart in time of need.
. In the third verse David says, " In the day;when I cried Thou answeredst
me." The Lord's people are a crying people; they are described as
those who" cry day and night unto Him." That is their mark, and
He bears long and patiently with them, and strengthens them with
strength in their soul. Oh, how few there are who cry for this and
praise Him for it! Those who have felt His power and preciousness
are they who desire strengthening in their soul, and every believer
at such times knows what the .Apostle meant when he said, "When
I am weak, then am I strong." \\ e need to be strengthened with
might by His Spirit in the inner man.
"Though the Lord be high "-high in His Godhead, in His character,
high above all created things, above all heavens, high in glory, in
majesty, righteousness, faithfulness, mercy, power, forgiveness, grace,
and all His wondrous attributes, and Divine perfections. Yes," though
the Lord be high," far above, out of sight of puny man, yet He
condescends to come down and dwell in man's heart. The same
Majesty that fills heaven and earth, fills the regenerate heart. This is
indeed a paradox, a mystery, but neverthelel'ls a blessed truth, a solemn
and gracious reality. '~He hath respect unto the lowly," He condescends
to regard and to take notice of them. How this fills the soul with
wonder and admiration! Look at Psalm cxiii. 6, &c., where it is
written, "Who is like unto the Lord our God, who dweIleth on high,
who humbleth Himself to behold the things that are in heaven and in
earth 1" It is as though Da-vid took a mental survey of the whole
universe, and was deeply impressed with the imcomparableness of
Jehovah. When God looks upon heavenly principalities and powers
He humbles Himself; and if it is such a wondrous stoop of humility
for. Him to behold the things of. earth, the mountain!', rivers
·and beauteous things of His sinless creation) how much more
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when He looks upon a poor, vile sinner, and deigns to change
his heart, and make it a fit habitation for Himself. The Lord
does great things for the lowly. "He raiseth up the poor out of the
dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill, that He may set him
with princes, even with the princes of His people." He makes such
to inherit the throne of glory: yes, with those happy beings in glory,
with the spirits of just men made perfect, seated with Jesus in the
heavenlies. "Though the Lord be high," yet He" is nigh unto them that
are of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." He
is nigh unto them that fear Him; to all that caU upon Him faithfully;
His loved and redeemed ones are a people near unto Him. "To this
man will I look, saith the Lord; to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at My word." He not only looks
down with His tender compassion upon these poor people, but He
even dwells with them, for He declares by Isaiah: "Thus saith the
high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite ones." We can understand how that He
that inhabiteth eternity, and whose name is Holy, should dwell in the
high and holy place, but it is marvellous in our eyes that He should
manifest such grace as to take up His abode with the humble and
contrite. He enables, them to draw near to Him in prayer by pouring
upon them the spirit of grace and supplications. It matters not whem
they pray; it may be in the sick-chamber, in the business office, in
the field, in the midst of the daily calling; never mind where the
prayer is uttered, so long as it is the true supplication of the heart;
for such God heareth, unto such hath He respect. Are there any
praying souls here ~ If so, the Lord is looking upon you with favour,
kindness, pity, compassion, and mercy, which breaks the heart. You
remember when Peter denied his Lord, He turned and looked upon
him, and it was that look that caused Peter's penitence. Observe,
again, that the Lord dwells with His people in order to revive their
spirit. How I love His revivals, would that we had more of them;
Dot man's, which are unfruitful and vain. He ,revives His people in
the midst of trouble; He revives the sorrowing. aching heart by
Himself coming and filling up the void. "Wilt Thou not revive us
again: that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ~ "
There is, however, another clause in this text, "but the proud He
knoweth afar off." He holds them at a distance from Him, He
resisteth the proud, and scorneth the scorners. "Pride goeth before
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a falL" Let us beware of
a haughty and proud heart, for how terrible are the consequences. If
there are those here who feel and bemoan the pride of their heart,
ask Him to subdue you by sovereign grace, to humble you, to empty
you of all self-righteousness, and of creature confidences. Remember
the lesson Jesus drew from the parable of the Pharisee and the
Publican, ,e Everyone that exalteth himself shall be abased, and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted." "Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God." .e Humble yourself in the sight of
'the Lord, and He shall lift you up." There is never any good thing
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~aid of the proud in the Bible. You know what His word will be
io the proud in the last day: "Depart from Me; I never kneu: you; "
while to the humble He will say, "Come, ye blessed of My Father,
enter into the joy of your Lord." Depend upon it, if He dwell with
us here, dear friends, He will not be satisfied till we dwell with Him
above, for He is soon coming to take us home, that where He is,
there we may be also.

Q!;.orrtsg.on)).m.c.e.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSIO
TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-As many of your readers have often expressed with
what pleasure they have reai the letters sent monthly by my
<lear mother, I venture to send the following from a worker in the
Navy:Please accept my very sincere thanks for monthly parcel of Gospel
literature. Will you please accept my very deep sympathy for the loss
you have sustained in the home·going of your dear mother. May the
Lord grant to you all needed grace in the. time of your bereavement,
that you may be comforted with all spiritual consolation which is in
-Christ Jesus. Your dear parent has been translated to the glorious
home which awaits all God's children, where no sorrow is ever found
and no tear ever dims the eye. She is "For ever with the Lord."
"Free from a world of gl'ief and sin,
With Christ eternally shut in."
I hope and earnestly pray you will be supported to carry out your
earnest desire in connection with the Book Mission, for I am sure it is
greatly needed in all directions. I trust, in honour to the memory of
your dear parents, the living members of the Church of God will feel
that responsibility is laid upon them to sustain it. It would be a
seriqus loss if it were given up. Gospel literature is greatly needed in
these dark days of error and superstition. I am sure it would be a
great miss to many Christian workers. I trust the Lord will Bupply
you with the means, give you the grace and wisdom to carry on this
wOl'k for His glory in the salvation of preciolls souls.
I should like to mention that the financial year of the Mission
closes on 30th September. Will all friends please note new address?
Thanking you for your kindness,
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
St. Mark's Road, Salisbury, 7th Aug., 1897.
[We cordially endorse the belief that the cause of God's pure truth
would be a great loser were the "Gospel Book Mission to the Army
and Navy" suffered to languish and die. Our view is that a small committee should be appointed to assist Mr. BRIDER in carrying on the
good work, and, if possible, to extend its usefulness. We feel sure that,
in such case, all those friends who hitherto have subscribed would
gladly continue their help. Our pages would also continue open for
the- furtherance of the Mission.-En. ]
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AN INSTRUCTIVE LETTER ON THE SYMPATHY OF CHRIST.
DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-I suppose it somewhat likely that your
thoughts were directed towards Holloway last evening. Perhaps the
wish was expressed that you could have been transported to the
"Iron Room," and mingle for a sacred hour with "your own company," and listen to the interchange of thought upon a subject the
heights, and depths, and breadths, and lengths of which are for the
present far beyond the reach of our poor finite conceptions, but not the
less dear on that account. We know that there exists an intimate
sympathy between the soul and body, but we cannot fully conceive or
explain how. Its existence is a fact which appeals palpably to our senses,
but its depth is unfathomabk And that being so, surely it need be
no grief to the Church of God if language fail to express that which
faith is too weak to comprehend. "The sympathy of Christ in heaven
with His members on earth" is an article of faith dear to the spiritual
mind; and more than this, since, when that sympathy is experimentally
realized, its gracious effects appeal palpably to the spiritual senses. But.
as Mr. COWELI. truly observed, "After all we have listened to, and after
all that we may say upon this precious subject, there will yet remain
a way in which that sympathy txists and subsists which we shall never
be able to explain in this time-state." All present appeared to be
agreed as to the great and glorious fact, but something like conjecture
as to its nature seemed to occupy the thoughts of some, both present and absent, on this wise; Does the Lord Jesus actually and
tangibly feel now "each tempted member's pains" as they feel pain 1
Was such the teaching suggested in the appeal, "Rml, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ~" Mr. OmusToN and others thought this notion
incompatible with the full completion of the work of atonement by
the precious Lord Jesus, "who for the joy that was set before Him,
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set dOIm a the right
hand of the throne of God," and in that view I fully concur. Mr.
ROBERTS (Scripture Reader) made one or two observations towards the
close, which appeared to me to touch the subject. Their bearing was
to point to the great fact that the life which flowed in the glorified
body of the risen and exalted Head and Husband of the Church, and
that which flowed in every elect member of His body mystical, was one
life, and not two, and this (His own life) in His members was that life
which Saul persecuted. I was greatly pleased with the way in which
he expressed himself concerning this one life, and felt strong1y
prompted .to qualify his remarks by the text (Gen. j; 27), "So God
created man in His own image, in the image of God created He
him; male and female created He them," and" He called their name
Adam;" but I feared to rise, lest I should fail to express what I
wished to convey, and contented myself with exchanging a few words
with the brother after the close. I feel a great timidity in venturing
a thought orally, on such an occasion, upon these deep mysteries of the
"kingdon of heaven;" they are so profoundly deep that if I have a
thought, I want to look at it, and weigh it, lest by speaking" quickly"
I should "darken counsel with words without knowledge." It is s(}
hard to realize that liberty among the many which we feel in the private
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society of one or two kindred spirits. I apprehend there is a sense in
which Christ, the Covenant Head, may still be said to suffer in His
members sympathetically, but to convey my thought to you may be
somewhat difficult, and might probably involve a long journey; but the
very fact of these mysteries bearing the name of "the deep things of
God" clearly demonstrates that their substance lies far below the surface,
and in order to be got, must be sought for as silver, and searched for as
hid treasure. When Noah, Moses, and Solomon were about to raise or
build the ark, tabernacle, and temple, each received instructions
from God concerning its form, furniture, appointments, and service, with
all necessary particulars regarding the material to be used, under the
solemn injunction, "See that thou make all things according to the
pattern showed thee in the mount." The fixed persuasion of my mind
(which increases as the Lord condescends to shine upon the Word of
His own inspiration) is that matters of faith, matters of doctrine, are
intimately and inseparably associated with the great foundation upon
which" the Lord has builded Zion." When creation's work was done,
this declaration closed up the narration of its details: "And God
saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good, and the
evening and the morning were the sixth day" (" the evening was and the
morning was "). So that you see God carried on His own work from day
to day in His own sovereign way and manner, without let or hindrance,
and the labour of those six days culminated in the presentation to
Himself of "one body." Then was the Sabbath ushered in, "And God
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because that in it He had
rested from all His work which God created and made" (margin, 11 created
to· make "). "Beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."
The presentation then to Himself of "one body" is the grand design of the
Triune Jehovah in the creation of the heavens and the earth. The
heavens had this form when the earth was without form and void, It
was, and it is, and it is to come, the great" end of the heaven," the sum
and substapce of all God's works which He "created to make." And
in order that He might "make all men see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in
God, who created all things by Jesus Ohrist," with the fixed design
that in all created things" He should have the pre-eminence," the
Father gave to the Ohurch His unspeakable gift in the eternal counsels,
and gave the Ohurch to Ohrist, who, in the fulness of time
,; gave Himself for it, that He might present it to Himself a
glorious Ohurch, not having spot. or wrinkle or any such thing, but that
it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. v. 27). And says
David, by the Spirit of prophecy, "I will praise Thee; for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made: marvellous are Thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well. My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was
made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy book
all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned,
when as yet there was none of them." "And God saw every thing
that He had' created to make,' and, behold, it was very good." He
saw "one life," "one body."
But the accomplishment of this
2 0
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vast design, while it could not be frustrated by the entering in' of.
sin, involved the Head, on account of the members, in a departing
from "the mount of the Lord three days' journey into the wilderness." The Head going before the members" in all the three days'
journey to search out a resting place for tl,lem" (Num x. ~3). If you
turn to the first chapter of Genesis, and read carefully the account of
the six days' work, connecting together the work of the :first day with
the work of the fourthJ the second with the fifth, and the third with
the sixth, you will catch a glimpse of this "three days' journey," as
being twofold-that is, God-ward and us-ward. The first foreshadowing
the.going forth of the Husband and Surety of the Church in the power
of .the Spirit fOT her " the second setting forth His going forth by the
power of the Spirit in he?'. I have' been led lately more especially to
oqserve how the mind of the Psalmist was riveted to the wonders of
creation, and, how marvellously his faith grasped the whole mystery
of the new creation, as he breaks forth, under the Spirit of inspiration,
in the sublime language of the 19th Psalm, "His going forth is from
the end of the heaven one body], and His circuit unto the ends of it:"
by which ends this grand design is to be effected. These" ends .' are
four. The first threA belong to the working days; the fourth to the
Sabbath. The flowing forth of the waters of life, as seen by the
prophet -Ezekiel, were in four measures, and may be briefly stated as
figurative of those measures by which the great" end of the heaven"
is already consummated for the Church, and by which it will be
consummated in her individually and collectively-namely, the life,
death, resurrection, and exaltation of her Surety. You rememberthat the ark of Noah was one hundred and twenty years in
building (three times forty), answering to the wilderness journey
of the Church as she existed under the antediluvian, the Aaronic,
and the Gospel dispensations. The rest promised in and under
the Gospel dispensation is a rest in "the house of the Lord,"
from "the right side of which, at the south side of the altar," the
river of life flows forth; but this rest is coupled with tribulation and".
warfare in the world within and the world without. Yes, between
the resurrection and exaltation of the Lord Jesus there was a lapse of
forty (typical) days, in the which He went up and down in this vale of t~arB.
indulging His sorrowful disciples with occasional glimpses of his Divine
presence; not now as the suffering Saviour, but as their risen Rabboni,
They knew Him not now after the flesh, for His presence filled
them with solemn awe, but when the days were fulfilled (after
comforting their hearts with the gracious assurance, "Lo, I .lm with
you alway, even unto. the end of the world "), "He led them out as
far as to Bethany; and while they beheld, He was taken up, and a.
cloud received him out of their sight." And now enthroned in the·
realms ~f bliss, in that glorified body once "wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities," He sends from thence this
message to His suffering members, which, though the voice of triumph
over all His affiictions, is yet fragrant with the breath of sympathy:
" To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne,.
even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His
throne" (Rev. iii. 21). But though seated on His mediatorial throne,.
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His glory is yet incomplete, and must remain so until He shall have
accomplished His going forth in the "three days' journey" (us-ward)
by the power of His Spirit.
"For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt. xii. 40). And
if by "the heart of the earth," we may understand that "Oovenant
earth" wherein He, the "Resurrection and the Life," is "sown in
weakness " by the Holy Ghost, then ,the" three days and three nights"
wjll embrace all the days of the striving of God's Spirit in the three
ti!:nes forty years of the Church's wilderness sojourn. "Destroy this'
temple, and I will raise it again in three days. .. . . But He spake of
the temple of His body." This is the world's great sign so long as
the world lasts. If you refer to John ii. 13·19, you will see under
what special circumstances this sign was given, and the body to which
He refers. For the manner of His going forth, the inspired declaration
will again lead us to the Garden of Eden, there to discover that
" His going forth is from the end of the heaven." When sin brought
death into that blissful home, how promptly did He leave the realms
of glory, and come forth on the behalf of His ruined bride to avenge
the violence done to His glorious image by the arch foe of mankind,
confounding the serpent by the gracions declaration, which fell as a
millstone upon him, and revealed "a door of hope" to the unhappy
victims of his infernal malice, "I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her Seed; It shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise His heel j" and then further revealed His
mercy and judgment to the trembling pair, by stripping them of
their fig-leaf dress, and clothing them with the coats of skin which He
Himself made for them, and so "He drove out the man." (One body,
one life.) The typical Head and typical members bearing about in
their bodies the emblems of that" redemption life" that" crucified life,"
which, in the fulness of time, should issue forth from the pierced side of
the promised Seed, when all His sorrows and afflictions endured on
behalf of His bride were for ever over. "In that He died, He died
unto sin once.' but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God" (Rom. vi. 10).
This redemption life the Apostle calls the "hope of the Gospel which
ye"have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is
under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; who now rejoice
in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the sutferings
oj ChTist, in my flesh, for His body's sake, which is the Ohurch:
whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God
which is given to me for you, to fulfil the Word of God; even the
mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but
now is made manifest to His saints: to whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Ohrist in you, the hope of glory; " planted as the incorruptible
Seed, and developed by due degrees, "first the' blade, then the ear, after
that the full corn in the ear," and next the gathering into the garner.
But as the resurrection life which the Church derives from her Husband
and her Surety is gradually developed, what afflictions, what persecu·
tions, what trials, what mockings, what oppositions does it meet within
and without! (see Hebrews xi.) This His life in the members, which has
202
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but one identity (as it is written, "He called their name Adam If), is
that life wherein His sympathy is still revealed as associated with
suffering, as in the case of Saul, "I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest."
The field order of the arch foe has never been rescinded, but remains
in full force to this day, "Fight neither with .small nor great, save
only with the King of IsraeL" This Herod will daily seek I. the young
child's life to destroy Him," wherever His features are visible. But
the key to this grand secret of "the sympathy of Ohrist in heaven
with His members on earth,'~ is to be found in the memorable words,
"Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of these My brethren,
ye.did it unto Me." "Oome, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world;" and again,
,. Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it
not to Me."
Thus I send you the key to my thoughts, and a. few thoughts likewise, which may the ever-blessed Spirit amplify to your edification, and
grant to you and to me, under all our exercises, a lively experience
of the loving sympathy of our exalted Saviour.
So prays, yOUTS for His sake,
J. O. PORTER.
10, Rufford Street, Islington, 21st November, 1872.

TWO MARKS OF UNION WITH OHRIST.
THE first mark of this union is poverty of spirit. Every man naturally
is poor in spirituals; his human nature lies in the ruins of the fall.
There is a Tokoo and a Bohoo, a voidness and. spiritual emptiness in it;
his mind is empty of spiritual light, and hath only some few relics left
to make him a man; his will is void of divine freedom, hath only such
fragments of liberty as may declare him a free agent; his affections
have lost their wings, and creep only on the things here below; corruption is very strong. and there is a mere vacuum of grlWe. It is
with him as if the Divine image or likenes, had never been stamped
upon him; a vast debt of original and actual guilt lies upon him, and
he hath nothing to pay, or if Divine Justice seize on him, he hath
nothing to say against it. Thus every man is very poor in spirituals,
yet, alas! he is not naturally poor in spirit; no, on the contrary, he
presumes all is well; he is, as he dreams, happy in his ruins, full in
his emptiness, seeing in his darkness, free in his chains, and rich in his
debts and wants. A man poor in spirit is one who is poor in sense
and reflection upon his poverty; he considers his lost and undone condition j he feels and groans under his spiritual wants; the deep sense of
them makes his heart cry out," Oh, I am lost! I am in the ruins of
the fall ; there I must lie, unless Ohrist lifu me up, and bring forth a
new creature out of the chaos. My mind is dark, my will fettered with
corruption; so it must be, unless Ohrist shine into my heart, and make
me free indeed. My poor affections lie in the dust and vanity of this
lower world, and there is no help, unless Ohrist come and raise them
.up to things above. I find nothing but an emptiness and voidance of
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grace, neither is there any hope, unless the Spirit of Christ communicate
a furniture of grace and comforts; my debts are great and never to be
discharged, unless the blood of Christ, which paid for the sin of a world,
do it for me." After some such manner as this he lies at the feet of
Christ; he is poor, empty, forlorn, destitute in himself, the very frame
of his heart prays for a Saviour. Such an one is in a right posture
for Him. His poverty cries for an alms out of the infinite treasures
in Christ; his weariness pants after the true rest which is in a
Mediator; the broken heart begs for a compassionate hand to lift it up;
the wounds in conscience open for the atoning. blood to be poured into
them; the sin-sick soul calls for the great Physician-cc Lord, heal my
soul, for I ·have sinned against Thee;" the lamented ruins invite the
Divine Builder to set up His own temple there; the spiritual nothingness importunes for a new creation to be brought forth, "Create in me
a clean heart, 0 God." Every want being felt to the quick, hath a
voice in it, and cries out for supply. Such an one, though he know h
.not, is indeed in union with Christ; our Saviour pronounces him a
blessed man, one to whom the kingdom of heaven belongs, which could
never be in a state separate from Him who purchased it for us; then
are some rays of faith in him which unite him to Christ, some touches
of the Holy Spirit which make him look towards salvation.
The next mark of this union is a high estimation of Christ. In
the spouse's eye He is "white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten
,thousand, altogether lovely" (Sol. Song v. 10, 16). "To them that believe
He is precious" (1. Peter ii. 7), everything in Him is attractive. He
is precious in His Person; He is Immanuel, God and Man in one;
His Deity is infinite perfection; His humanity is full of the rich anointings of the Spirit. The union of the two natures is. a pledge that
God would be at one with us; the rich anointings of the Spirit make
his human nature to be a fountain of grace, to run over and fill all
the believers in the world. Everything in His Person is amiable; non~
.neglect Him but th08e that are at a distance from· Him. All that are
in union with Him set the highest rate upon Rim; in their eyes other
things are but dross in comparison of Him. They put by all the world
to set their hearts upon Him; they cast away all their idols to make
room for Him in their inner man; they part with carnal self to espouse
Him in the highest love; they choose Him not merely for His excellent
benefits, but chiefly for His incomparable Person; thl'J rest not in His
choicest gifts, but lift their affections up to Him, the great Donor.
.Nothing is so valuable to them as He; He is precious in His active
and passive obedience; Ee fulfilled all righteousness, and bare the
curse for us; He did bleed and die upon the cross to make an atonement for us; His sufferings (being by His Deity elevated into a kind
of infinity) were of value enough to pay for the sin (If a world; He
hath satisfied justice to the full, and withal hath opened a door of mercy
to us. And what things are these! how highly to be valued! To
slight them is to say we have no part in them. . All who by union
with Him share in them, prize them above a world; the very life of
their souls is bound up in them. Here is their refuge against the
storm of wrath which hangs over them as sinners; here is the only
plea to the law which pronounces a curse on them as transgressors;
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here is the only compensation for sin, the only satisfaction to justice;
here is their trust, confidence, prop, centre of rest. No tears, prayers,
services, good works, nothing can satisfy their hearts but that which
satisfied God's. LUTHER said that Christ was as fresh to him now,
"ac si hac hora fudisset sanguinem" (" as if He had shed His blood
this very hour "). Those that are in Christ find as much 8weetness in
His blood as if they had stood by the cross and seen the shedding
of it for them. He is precious in His words. Never man spake as
He did; what He declared was brought down out of the Father's
bosom. His mysteries are heights and depths; His commands all
rectitude and equity; His promises the effiuxes of infinite grace and
mercy. Everything that dropped from His lips was divine; not to taste
such things as these is to be without sense. Those that are in Christ
set a high rate upon them; they sit at His feet to hear Him. They
do not only hang His words about their heads, but keep them in
the midst of their hearts, as being their life.
They hold
them, and will not let them go; no. not in suffering times,
in which their own lives may be called for to be laid down
in pawn for them. The high mysteriE'8 which are above the sphere of
their reason are meat for their faith; the righteous commands which the
carnal heart would turn off are the only canon of their lives; the precious
promises, though chiefly they concern the things of another world, are to
them as so many honeycombs of grace to sweeten every condition; every
truth of Christ is dear to them. He is precious in the influences .of his
grace; He received gifts to give them out to men; He had the Spirit
above measure, that He might communicate it to them. He is a Head
ever working in His members; a fountain of grace ever running out
towards them. Those that are separate from Him make nothing of this;
but all that are joined to Him highly esteem of it. He is to them as the
wind to the sails, to fill them with holy gales; and as the sun and rain to
the flowers, to make a spring of graces in them. Whilst He is influencing
on them all is well; they live and their holy principles are in motion.
Should He withdraw from them, there would be nothing but dying and
withering, they would soon be as a branch without a root, or a member
without a head. The influences of grace from Him are as dear to them
as the breath of their nostrils. He that thus values Christ may be sure
t hat he is in Him ; none that are out of Him do so.
[Extracted from Christus in Cm'de, by EDwARD POLHILL. The first
edition of this work was published by the a.uthor himself, in the year
1680. A second edition was printed in 1788, with recommendatory
preface by the Rev. JOHN RYLAND, senior. Dr. OWEN speaks of the
author in the highest terms, and Top LADY calls him "a great writer I' and
"the learned and judicious Mr. POLHILL." JORX BERRIDGE, Vicar of
Evetton, says, "I have perused the book entitled Ch1'istus in Cm'de, or
Christ in the Heart, and having found it profitable to my soul, I thought
it might promote spiritual-mindedness in others; I therefore give it my
recommendation, such as it is, and pray God to attend the book with His
blessing."]
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R.ECORD.

OUR troops have made another advance up the Nile, and by a well·
'arranged and gallantly-executed plan they have taken Abu Hamed, a
The
fortified village far up the river .on the way to Khartoum.
Dprvishes fought sternly, but were completely defeated, and the inhabitants of the district have displayed many signs of rejoicing at their
'deliverance from the Dervish tyraimy.
FIGHTING has again occurred on the north-west frontier of India,
'and in one case it was exceptionally severe. An audacious band of
mountaineers, 6,000 strong, pushed their raid to within a few miles of
Peshawur. They were thorougWy defeated, and such risings and raids
seem to be a necessary adjunct to our rule in India; .but there is a
report, at the time at which we write, that the AMEER of AFGHANISTAN
has secretly encouraged these recent risings. If this be so, the matter
is serious. It is also reported that he has withdrawn his agents at
.Oalcutta, . Bombay, Simla, and Kurachee. The AMEER has hitherto
been regarded as a staunch friend to Great Britain, and it will be a
great pity if he should turn out to be an enemy. It is to be earnestly
hoped that this will not be the case, but the Indian Government
evidently regards the position as a critical one, and troops are being
moved towards the frontier, so as to be ready for an emergency.
Another serious matter is t,he attitude assumed by a portion of the
native press. Taking advantage of the liberty which has hitherto been
afforded to it, it has been publishing extremely seditious and inflammatory articles. This evil has recently been checked, and some natives of
high standing, who are connected with the press, have been arrested,
and they are now awaiting trial; but probably it would have been wise
to have checked the evil before. There seems to be no doubt that the
great majority of the people of India recognize the beneficence of our
rule, and are thankful for it; but amidst such an enormous population,
there will always be a number-although it may not be a very large
number-of individuals who are dissatisfied, fanatical, and ready for
revolt. Our rule over India has undoubtedly been marked by equity
and righteousness; but in one respect it has shown a great lack and a
great weakness, namely, that in supposed deference to the susceptibilities of the adherents of the many false religions there, we have
not only not attempted to force Ohristianity upon the native peoples,
but we have officially kept it in the background, and hindered rather
than helped its promulgation amongst them. We have acted as if we
were ashamed of the Ohristian religion and of the precious Word of
God; and, whilst we have taken care to give a secular education to
the youth of India, we have taken no care to base that education
upon true religious principles. Will the natives of India thank us for
this omission and this weakness 1 We trow not.

568

The Gospel Magazine.

THE Anarchists are at their deadly work again, and they have found
another public and unoffending victim in the person of the Prime
Minister of Spain. When arrested, the wretched assassin gloried in
his dreadful deed, and appeared to think that it was worthy of high
commendation. Happily there Seems to be an increasingly strong
public feeling against these fiends in human form; and it is probable
that stronger measures will be ta~en in the future to thwart them,
than have been taken in the past. They make our country a place
of refuge when they find that things are too hot for them abroad;
and hitherto, with our boasted love of liberty, we have given :them a
safe asylum here; but we may go to too great a length in this leniency,
and it would surely be advisable to make exceptions in their cases;
and when Anarchists are definitely known to be such, either to prevent
them from landing on our shores, or to arrest them and send them
back as quickly as possible to the countries from whence they come.
These wretched men have selfish ends in view, and they do not care
what means they make use of to accomplish those ends. It is therefore
only just and right that every effort should be made to check and to
frustrate them.

~

THE Diamond Jubilee has brought visitors to our shores who have
been anxious to see the state of the poor in our great cities, especially
in London, and they appear to have carefully investigated it under
the direction of detectives, &c., but the impressions which they have
received are widely different. A lady from Australia., an earnest
worker in connection with a Children's Aid Society there, says that
she does not believe that there "is any hope for the masses in
London." She says that they herd in houses not fit for dogs, and
that" nothing short of a consuming fire from heaven, which will wipe
London off the face of the eat:th, will do any good! " On the other
hand, a party of Americ9.ns, who were taken to see the worst slums
of London, affirmed that "if those were the worst, London was not so
bad after all, for there are just as bad places, or wors£>, in :rew York."
No doubt there is much to be deplored in London, as well as in other
great cities; but whilst it is important never to ignore that this is the
case, it is also important to bear in mind that there are numerous
'ameliorating and beneficial agencies continually at work there; and it
is very desirable to endeavour to help and encourage those agencies
as far as possible.
.
THE 'newly-discovered ,. Logia," or sayings of our Lord, to which
we alluded last month, do not seem to bear the impress of genuineness.
Of course they utterly lack the confirmatory evidence of the books of
the New Testament, which were at a very early date acknowledged
by Christian writers' to be genuine, carefully collected into one volume,
appealed 'to in controversy as being the very Word of God, and
quoted so extensively, that nearly the whole of their contents could be
reproduced from those quotations; the only foundation for supposing
that these newly-discovered "sayings" are really sayings of our Lord,
is that they have prefixed to them in each case the words, "JesUlS
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-saith," and that they are written upon a very ancient piece of papyrus,
found upon the site of Oxyrhynchus, a "city of Roman times, situated
one hundred -and twenty miles south of Cairo, on the edge of the
-Libyan desert; but this is a very superficial foundation. The" sayings It
are eight in number; two are practically illegible, three reproduce
words which we find in the Gospels, or expansions of them; arid of
the remaining threp, only one seems at all likely to have been spoken
by the Saviour, namely, number 2, which runs thus :-" Except ye fast
to the world (Eav )J.1,- J''T/IT'Tdllnl'rE 'TOV K6IT)J.OV), ye shall in no wise find the
-kingdom of God ;,and except ye keep (ITa{3{3a'T(IT'T/'TE) the Sabbath, ye shall
not see the Father." Where -there is good coin, -there will almost
always be counterfeit, and it seems probable that these sayings are
like the latter.
A NEW goldfield' has been discovered in Alaska, in North-west
-America, and thousands of persons are rushing to it in the hope of
becoming rich. Lawyers, doctors, merchants, bank clerks, mechanics,
and working men are joining in the rush; the steamers on -the way
are crowded, and large sums have been offered in vain for steerage
passages. But the risk which these prospectors run is very great; the
climate of Alaska is terribly severe in winter, and there is immense
difficulty in procuring provisions. Official warnings have been issued,
but probably_ in numberless cases they will be disregarded. Men are
willing to run any risks, and brave any dangers for the sake of the
"gold which perisheth';" would that they were as anxious to obtain
the "true riches" which can never perish!
ANOTHER great strike is par"lyzin~ a large p:>rtion of trade in our
country, ami threatens to involv-e - the _whole. It has arisen by the
Amalgamated Society of Engineers resolving to demand an eight hours'
day-of course at the old rate of wages. Their plan has been to strike
here and there, and so, taking the masters in detail, to force the con·
cession from them. The masters have replied by resorting to a lock·
out; and there, for the present, the matter rests. or course the action
of the engineers is bringing great distress upon men whose labour
depends upon the engineers being at work, and if the contest lasts
much longer, much suffering must be felt in many industrial centres.
Whichever side wins, there must be a loss of ,trade, and this, when
other nations are so keenly competing with us in the market, is a
serious thing for masters and men alike. An international eight hours'
day would solve the difficulty j but that, it has well been said, "is an
idle dream, so far as the present outlook is concerned."

RAIN has happily fallen in India, and a further recurrence of the
famine in next year will thus, it is hoped, be - averted; but there is
still immense need 'and distressing poverty; millions are only barely
subsisting on the most meagre and wretched supply of food, and they
- are so destitute of clothing, that they will feel the cold of the
approaching -winter very keenly. '
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A VIGOROUS attack was recently made upnn a most excellent institution, namely, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, but it has
singularly failed. ,A select committee was appointed by the House of
'Commons to inquire into the management of the Institution, and it has
just issued its report. This document supplies a complete vindication
of the management of the Institution, and an absolute refutation of the
charges made against' it. This will not surprise anyone who has
watched the course of the inquiry, while to the friends of the Society
·it will be peculiarly welcome. The Lifeboat Institution is performing
a work for humanity of which the nation may well be proud. It is
unassisted by the State in any way; it is dependent entirely upon
'voluntary. contributions. It is easy to see how readily the flow of
subscriptions and donations could be stopped by the circulation of reports,
however baseless, reflecting upon the conduct of the Institution. It is
not always easy to arrest such a suspicion when once it is started, but
this report, based as it is upon an impartial, careful. and prolonged inves, tigation of the Societ,y's affairs, should silence criticism for many years
.to come. We' hope the charitable people of this country will recogniJlie
! the
complete vindication of the Society by subscribing more liberally
.than ever to its funds. The work is in urgent need of support.
THE large deficit, which the Church Missionary Society had to
announce at its last annual meeting, has been completely made up. An
anonymous and quite unexpected contribution towards it of £3,000 has
just been received, and this amount makes up the full sum required.
The Record says :-" The announcement will give deep satisfaction to
the friends of the Society, and will call forth unbounded thanbgiving.
The gross income for the financial year ending March 31st, was
£341,395, and it was not until the end of April that it was known
that there was a ~deficit of £23,000. At first this seemed to chill the
ardour of some, but recourse to funds available for the purpose realized
£14,000; and now, within three months of the need being announced,
the contributions of generous friends have supplied the remaining
£9,000. Such a happy result can only be regarded as a direct answer
to prayer. Thus once again has the Society realized the mea.sure of
the assurance, 'He is faithful that promised.' "
THE Rev. Dr. MOULE, the revered Principal of Ridley Hall, Cambridge, has recently returned from a visit to the Holy Land, and in
an address to the members of the" Bible League," he mentioned some
of his experiences and impressions. He said that "the journey had
been in every mile pregnant with suggestion and with stimulus and with
confirmation to faith, and with a -quickened sense of the solidity as
to matters of fact of the Holy Scriptures, and the boundless Divine
significance of this Book as a revelation of God. The first and most
obvious impression left upon his mind was that of the photographic
and vivid life-likeness of the Bible picture of life and circumstance.
Since his visit he felt that, he could hardly open his Bible without
feeling that it was lighted up with a new vividness of reality, which
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showed that it was not ,an artist's picture, but a photographer's
facsimile of circumstance and event. Ow.ing to the permanence of the
.general conditions of life in the East, we were able to bring, as it
were, face to face what is seen by the traveller to-day, and what is set
upon the Scriptu~e page that may be two thousand five hundred years
old. They could see during excursions made into Galilee the tentlife of the ,wild tribes of the desert still in evidence; they had seen
the long strings of camels traversing the main tracks of the country,
looking most probably exactly the same as ,when Abraham's servant
Jeft Palestine for Haran; and seeing the ox and the ass toiling in the
valley; it would have seemed quite in character and' in place if Elisha
had been there at his farm. The scenery had been so absolutely true,
,that it had cleared away from the mind of a friend of his a vast deal
-of the difficulty he had felt in accepting just as it stands the narra,'
tive that is based upon the scenery. He thought that that was one
great benefit that accrued from a personal visit, or from the accurate
study through books of the present condition of the Holy Land." _
AN interesting and instructive lecture has just been given, bearing
upon the same subject, in the British Museum, to the Bishops of th.e
Established Ohurch at home and in the colonies who have been attend'ing the recent Lambeth Oonference. The lecturer, Rev. Dr. SAMUEL
KIN'NS, author 'of Graven in the Rock, &c., pointed out the marvellous
manner in which the historical narratives of the Bible are confirmed
by the sculptures and tablets in the Assyrian and Egyptian galleries
-ot the Museum. He pointed out Sennacherib depicted before the
gates of Lachish on large slabs, in excellent preservation; and on a
terra-cotta cylinder his scribe has given the detailed account of the
invasion of Jerusalem, which corresponds in minute particulars with
the Scriptural record. Ahab and J ehu are mentioned on the Black
Obelisk discovered by LAYARD; whilst all the narratives _in Daniel
were shown to be verified by the records of Nebuchadnezzar, this
name being- upon nine out of every ten of the millions of bricks
scattered over the ruins of Babylon; the building of his temples and
palaces, as well as the walls of the city, being also fully described upon
his tablets. And, more important still, Dr. KINNS pointed out cylinders
in the cases showing that Belshazzar was the eldest son of Nabonidm,
:md, in Sir HENRY RAWLINSON'S opinion, united with his father upon
the throne of Babylon. Besides this, on another tablet the account is
given of Belshazzal"s death and of his soldiers weeping for him at
Akkad. Tablets were exhibited giving the account of the Deluge,
which aleo surprisingly agree with the Biblical story of that catastrophe. In the Egyptian galleries were shown sculptures of the
Pharaoh of J oseph, the Phara;oh whose daughter took Moses out of
the bulrushes, the Pharaoh at whose court Moses spent about forty
years of his life, and the Pharaoh of the Exodus. There was also
shown, in a very perfect condition, a statue from the Treasure-city
of Pithom; besides a collection of endless other treasures more or less
bearing upon the Scriptural narratives, which every lover of his Bible
ought to see, for such facts not only strengthen the faith of a believer,
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but may also completely silence ,the sceptic. ,The Bishops gave a very
hearty vote of thanks to Dr. KIN,NS for his lecture.
MOST of our readers are probably aware of the earnest efforts made
by Count CAMPELLO on behalf of Church Reform in Italy. He gave
a short brit interesting epitome of his life the other day. He stated
that it was in 1881 that he finally decided to leave the Church of
Rome. At that time he was a Canon of the Vatican, and his prospects were particularly promising, there being 'no doubt that if he had
remained within the Roman Communion he would have risen to one
of the highest positions. But the Count pointed out that during the
time he was a Romish priest he was never happy, and was continually
struggling between his conscience and what he considered to be his
duty. He had hoped to be able to reform the Church of Rome from
within through the Pope; but, 'finding that impossible, he at last
decided to quit the Romish priesthood for ever. Ever since that time
he had been perfectly happy, and his conscience was at ease. The
object of his work, he said, was to help on the Italian Reform movement; to restore the Catholic Church of Italy to its ancient basis,
from which, it had been removed. He spoke of the Church of
England with admiration, veneration, and respect, but said he wanted
it distinctly understood that the movement which he and his fellowworkers 'had at heart was not a branch of the English Church. It
was not a new thing. They were not starting out on entirely new
lines, for their work went back to primitive times, and was a movement which originated before the fourteenth ·century. There had
continually been a movement on behalf of Reform in Italy, but they
had never been able to form any permanent community. They had
to face one of the most tremendous powers of this world, the
enormous power of the Papacy. The Count emphasized that the one
great thing they aimed at was to spread the. Scriptures throughout
Italy; to go to the people with an open Bible, which the Pope
prohibited, and preach the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ, in order to
build up the fabric of Catholic Reform. The Count admitted that there
were a number of different sects at work in Italy preaching the Gospel
outside the Church of Rome, but pointed out that the teaching they
propounded was not of the right kind to suit the Italian people. What
was wanted was sQmet.hing ~ore akin to the old Catholic movement,
and that was what he (the Count) and his. fellow-labourers were
endeavop.ring to promote. In spite of their many difficulties, the Count
,said he, was not without hope of the ultimate success of the mC!vement,
and he thought that at no very distant date-perhaps in the lives of
their grandchildren-there would be a Reformed Catholic Church which
would be the dominant factor in Italy.
THE Romanists. seem to be extremely particular in making widely
known the names and cases of any persons whom they unhappily
succeed in perverting from Protestantism, but they are not so ready
to acknowledge the defections from their own ranks. A Romanist paper,
, however, the Manit01', makes the following confession :-" His Eminence
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Cardinal VAUGHAN, when Bishop of Salford, calculated the annual loss
to the faith in Manchester and Salford, through proselytising agencies
and through the w!!>rkhouse system, as 258; those in danger of apostasy
through ragged schools, soup kitchens, city missions, &c., numbered
573, making a total for one year under these two heilds of 831. A
Ca.tholic census of Manchester and SaHord shows, as the Cardinal says,
the following appalling statistics of young persons of both sexes under
twenty-one: In extreme danger of loss of faith, or practically lost to
the faith, 5,420;· in great danger, 2,341; in danger, 1,912; total,
9,673."
There seems to be a decided revolt amongst the French Roman
Catholic priests, and a distinctly Evangelical movement amongst them.
Several AbMs and other able men have lately left. the "Romilih
Church, in spite of threats and tempting allurements, and the fact
has been mnch canvassed in the press, especially in L'Eclai1', one ot
the best-known political papers of the cheaper class. According to
this paper, the spirit of revolt is spreading in the ranks of the
younger clergy in favour of what is rightly called "a more simple
and Evangelical Christianity." There is a growing disposition to try
to the utmost to use the Romish churches for Evangelical purposes.
Abbe Philippot, of Plomion (Aisne), having for some time done
this, has at length been called upon by his Bishop to retract his
tear,hings. This he at ouce declined to do, and received sentence of
excommunication. Writing since to a friend, the brave man says:"At the present moment, being outside every Church, I feel myself
more Catholic than ever-more than ever in communion with all
souls that are living the life of the Gospel, under the direction of
the Holy Spirit." In the course of a published profession of faith,
the Abbe says: "When the martyrs of the early centuries were
interrogated before the judges on their faith, they answered, I I am
a Christian.' Following their example, I make profession of my
faith in this one statement, 'I am a Christian.' I am a Christian
because I am united to Jesus Christ by faith, and in Him and by
Him I have pardon of my sins, and immediate communion with my
heavenly Father. I am a Christian because the teachings of Jesus
Christ are the law of my understanding; because the morality of
J eaus Christ is the ideal of my life; because I kno w of no religion
so perfect as that of Jesus Christ. I put the Gospel of Jesus Christ
above every human word, and -I judge of everything by the Gospel.
In religious matters, human doctrines and institutions are praiseworthy
if they are inspired by the spirit of the Gospel; they are bad if they
go against the Gospel."
The [Roman] Catholic Young Men's Societies have held a conference
in" Glasgow. A Glasgow p3per, the Evening Citizen, in alluding to it,
says: "The proceedings were interesting if for no other reason than
that they showed that while the times change, and we change with
them, the creeds of Vaticanismremain .unaltered and unalterable.
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Among the papers read at the meetings two are worthy of special
attention.
One was an essay by the Rev. Professor STACK, 01}
'Dangerous Literature,' the other a pronouncement on the education
question, by a Mr. BYRNE. These two papers :were, each on its own
lines, educative. The Catholic Church in its policy in this country
is ·at once reactionary and progressive. It never ceases to urge its
claim to freedom from control in educational matters, while coincidently it asserts the right of its priesthood to fetter the thought
and guide the laity in the paths of literature. A free press is
antagonistic to 'old-world superstitioi1s, and to the assertion of. the
right divine by anyone section of the Christian Church, and
humanity, if it is to be saved from its own evil impulses, must be
held in leading-strings, the ends of which are in the hands of the
priests.
Professor STACK'S lecture on I dangerous literature' is an
object lesson.
That included in 'dangerous literature' was the
Bible, may startle some innocent persons, though it may not surprise
the student of history and of the Church of Home. Indiscriminate
readi'llg of the Bible is boldly proclaimed by the reverend essayist to
be a peril.
I It was,'
he said, 'hard to understand how any man
An indiscriminate Bible reading is a manifest
could advocate it.'
danger t(} the Church of Rome and the whole edifice of Vaticanism.'~

D. A. D.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE}{D SOCIETY.
AN interesting gathering took place last month at the Asylum, Hornsey
Rise, when the inmates of the Camberwell and St.amford Hill Homes
spent the day with their fellow-pilgrims in the north of London.
About 120 pensioners were present, and at tea·time the arrival of
members of the Committee and other friends had increased the number
to 230. The lady visitors provided lunch for those pensioners from a
distance, and in the afternoon the whole company sat down to tea in
the Asylum Hall; after which a meeting was held, and addresses given
by Mr. BAILLIE GULLAND, of Edinburgh, and other friends. The day
was fine, and the aged ones greatly enjoyed the beautiful grounds of
the Home, and the opportunity afforded of Ohristian communion with
fellow.pilgrims, young and old.
," BY GRACE YE ARE SAVED."
(EPHESIANS

ii.

5).

BY' grace sin is our burden, holiness our delight, and the sweet
service of our God perfect freedom; coldness in it painful, and wandering thoughts in it our grief. By grace God is our Friend, by
afflictions He humbles us, by kindness He melts us, by love He draws
us; by grace God wins us to Himself and enriches us; by His counsel
He guides us, by His Spirit He influences us; by Christ's righteousness
He justifies us; by Christ's blood He cleanses us; and by. His sovereignty He will preserve us to His kingdom of glory. Let us, then,
pray to be kept from all spiritual adultery, and kept steadfast in the
faith and love of God's elect.-Dr. Peers, 1799.
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The Rev. Jacob PTimme?' in Rome, Naples, and Florence. Dumfermline,.
N.B.; London: Kensit, Paternoster Row; Wileman, Bouverie
Street.
THE author is a remarkable man. He has studied the doctrines and the
practices of the Ohurch of Rome from boyhood. He is a devoted minister
of the Church of Scotland, and spends much time and effort, in the face
o.f no little opposition and obloquy, in exposing the incipient ritualism
which, alas! is creeping into the Ohurch of Scotland. He adopts, the
Apostolic practice of addressing his countrymen at meetings in the open
air, attended, at times, by tens of thousands. He determined to visit
Rome, to see and judge for himself, and, tells his story graphically,
accurately, and concisely, with much dry humour and Scotch shrewdness. What.he has not seen with his own eyes he describes f~om
undoubted authorities.
He demonstrates that the superstitions,
idolatries, impostures, and deceptions in the. times of WYCLIFF, FOXE,
and JOHN KNOX, are the same to day, if not worse. The work will
prove of great value to all those who have a controversy with the
Ohurch of Rome. . It, moreover, containS a serious warning to all
Churches which may be led away by ritualism, or the apings of a priesthood. His motto, in worship, doctrine, and discipline is, that the Bible,
and the Bible alone, ought to' be' the belief and practice of Protestants.
Proceedings at Cb Meeting· of Sharehol-dera of the HCbnsard Publishin[f
Union and Kindred Companie&, London: Walpole, Ohancery Lane.
A VERBATIM report of one of the most remarkable meetings of ouI'
times, when the story of a great failure-which brought sorrow and,
privation into many homes-was told in detail, and when Mr.
HORATIO BOITO:uLEY made the munificent offer of a quarter of a.
million sterling to the shareholders who had suffered most through
that failure, an offer which was, of course, gladly and enthusiastically
accepted.
The Sword and the TTOwel. London: 'Passmore and Alabaster.
THIs-the August number-contains some more of the impromptu
answers of the late Pastor SPURGEON to his students, answers which
were invariably characterized by sound common sense and practical
wisdom; there is also an interesting account of the laying of the
foundation-stone of Mrs. SPURGEON'S new chapel at Bexhill-on-Sea;
and helpful papers by Pastor THOMAS SPURGEON, DR. MCOAIG, E. A.
TYDEMAN, and others.

By Mrs. JOHN BRETT, Author of MaTy Leste1', &c. London ~
Robert Banks and 00.
A STORY founded upon facts,showing the astonishing duplicity and.
cunning of the devotees of Romanism, and the blindness of Protestants.
in the present day.
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London: The John G. Paton
Mission Fund.
FRESH details of the wonderful work going on in the South Sea
Islands, in connection with the Mission founded by the venerable Dr.
JOHN PATON. The contrast between the circumstances of a misi?ionarywho has voluntarily settled down lately alone in an unevangelized
island, and amidst cannibals and the darkest of poor heathen savages,
and the joyful circumstances of some of the missionaries on another
island, where the Gospel has borne - good fruit, is very striking.
Attention is strongly called to the action of the French on the islandof Vila, where the worst kind of kidnapping and slavery is shamelessly practised.

Quartetly Jottingo from the New Hebrides.

By Ap GWILnr.
London: Robert Banks and Co.
A PLAIN declaration of the way of salvation, put in the form of a
conversation with a villa.ge carpenter, and elucidated by numerous
quotations from the Holy Scriptures and Christian writings.

The Village Carpentel' and the Way of Salvation.

Oan a Jew be a Patriot? By an ENGLISH JEW of the tribe of Levi.
London: Spottiswoode and Co.
THE author answers this question in the affirmative, and also expresses
his belief that there are reasonable features of identity between the
lost Ten Tribes- and the Anglo-Saxon race.
The Lonely God.

By COULSON -KERNAHAN.
and Co.

London -: Ward, Lock,

RUBBISH; but rubbish that approaches very near to- blasphemy. The
craving for sensationalism in the present age leads to the most arrant
and dangerous folly.
THE TRIED BELIEVER.
child of God, I know not what soul exercises or afflictions your
heart may be wounded with, but I venture to believe that the truest
relief under all is to view a precious Christ in His unequalled sorrows.
Poring over ourselves, or over our own sorrows, and magnifying them,
will never bring any consolation. But if I see my Jesus with the eye
-of faith in the tribulated path, if I mark His footsteps, and He calls
to me,_ and leads me by the way of the footsteps of the flock, where
He feeds His kids beside the shepherds' tents, I shall find comfort.
" They had an eye unto Him, and were lightened, and their faces were
not ashamed." He whose bread was ashes, and whose drink was
mingled with tears, will turn my water into wine, make my very trials
sweet, and. ca-qse my tears to become like _the spiced wine of the
pomegranate. May the Lord the Holy Ghost so glorify the Lord Jesus
to our view, cause us, in our sorrows as well as in our joys, to be
always looking to Him, and making Him our All in all, in every
-state.-Dr. Hawker.
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