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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are cOlnforted of GOd. u - 2 COR. i. 4.

YOUR NEED.

"But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus."-PHILIPPIA~S iv. 19.

THE "needs" of GOD'S family, as well their supplies, are appointed
and apportioned by a Father's loving heart and unerring hand. It
is this most certain truth which casts a glory on the pathway of the
believer through an ever-changing world, and ministers abounding
consolation amidst his multiplied sorrows and conflicts. The blessed
assurance is his that at bottom of the bitterest cup there lies an
"afterward" which yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness. The
righteousness of our heavenly FATHER in all Ris affiictive dispensations
with Ris elect is, in the end, made to appear, and a new song is
thereby fitted to the lips of the chastened saint which could not
otherwise be learned. Nothing tends to giye reality to the Covenant
promises of our God more effectually than sanctified tribulation. To
what multitudes of bruised and burdened hearts has the comprehell
sive promise standing at the head of the present article ministered
patience and hope, through the long ages of the past! It is a
Divine pledge, covering all possible conditions and necessities, and
may well be called the charter-promise of the believer. It records
the tried experience of the much affiicted Apostle, and it has been
experimentally subscribed to by the tried children of GOD from his day
unto the present hour, when, possibly, some s,olitary son or daughter of
sorrow peruses these lines. Be it so. Then, let us draw nigh, dear
fellow-believer, to this richly stored treasury of grace and truth, to
the renewing and refreshing of our trust in GOD.
Mark well, in the first place, the title attributed by the inspired
penman to the Object of his confidence-" My GOD." Reclaims the
COVENAl'iT AUTHOR of the promises as his own portion. In a thousand
ways, and on countless occasions, PAUL had been certified of the
faithfulness and all-sufficiency of the GOD' of his salvation. Re had
been delivered already from "six troubles," and he believed-on the
promise-that "no evil" should "touch" him in the seventh (Job
v. 19). Those who truly know the living GOD as a soul-delivering
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(iOD, and such only, can speak of Him as their GOD-" my GOD."
The
remembrance of "the years of the right hand >' of the MOST HIGH
sets free the bound spirits and down-cast hearts of Zion's wayfarers, and
. constrains them to "look up," to press on, and to be happy in the
knowledge that past mercies are tokens of more to come.
He who
has already lovingly shown Himself to be the GOD of His people, will
continue to be their GOD, "even unto death." Oh, brethren in the
LORD, how glorious, how soul-sufficing is He who has" caused" us to
hope upon His word!
That" cause" being of Himself, He will
justify it fully in His time. He cannot deny Himself. He will not
suffer His holy word to fail.
See also the certaintlj of the "supply" promised in our passage" My GOD shall supply." This is one of GOD'S future tenses, and it is
His will to lead His dependent children into fellowship with Himself
with regard to the future.
They are to live, live largely, in the
future. They are" saved in hope," and they hope for that which, as
yet, they see not. But, they shall see. "My GOD shall supply."
That blessed truth lights up the darkest path, and points
onward to the day of Divine supply.
The waiting time is
designed to confirm faith, and to train the soul in the
habit of staying upon GOD. The promise of Him who cannot
lie is as good-every way-as its performance. Indeed, it is probably
true that, so far as increasing and vitalizing faith in the heart is
concerned, the waiting experience rather than the beholding of that
which has been believingly waited for, is the means more commonly
employed by the HOLY SPIRIT. "For what a man seeth, why doth
he yet hope fod" (Rom. viii. 24.) Hope ceases to be operative when
once the end is gained. 800, too, in regard to faith when sight is
gratified, trust in the promise of performance is no longer exercised.
But faith was mightily tried, and proved, and deepened, and
strengthened while relying on the promise-word, in spite of all
drawbacks and dissuasions. Faith can feed to the full where reason
fails to descry a crumb to be eaten! Reason argues the impossibility of
the promise being brought to pass.
But faith replies, "My God
shall supply!" Faith eyes the God of the promise rathe}' than the
mel'e pi"ornise of GOD. She beholds Him in the. Word, and is sustained in her weakest moments by the goodly sight. "I had fainted,"
said David, "unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LO'l'd in
the land of the living." He believed to see! He saw, and he sang
his songs of deliverance. So, beloved child of GOD, you, who in a
dark. and clo~dy da,Y fi~d. believing to be. no such free and ea.sy
expenence as rp.any relIgIOUS professors Imply, shall yet realIze
the fruition' of the Covenant, and bear your testimony to the
unchangeable faithfulness of your GOD.
Then, next observe the measul'e of the promised supply. " My
GOD, shall supply all your need."
That Covenant which is "all
the salvation and all the desire" of the household of: faith includes
every temporal and eternal, providential and spiritual blessing, so that
the believer in CHRIST is abundantly endowed with good, and can
fail of no promised mercy or favour. The well-filled hand of the
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SURETY of the Covenant stands perpetually engaged to supply "all
the need" of Zion's sons and daughters; therefore, they "have aH
and lIibound." True, in another sense, they know, by tried experience, what it is to come to their last cmmb, or to have nothing in
the house "save a pot of oil"; yet, the Divine promises of supply
are as 1'eal to faith as a well-stored garner, or as vats bursting with
new wine. "My GOD shall supply all your need" is in itseli a least
of fat things. The LORD JESUS CHRIST, realized by faith, suffices the
soul even in the back parts of the wilderness, Jl,nd in the season ot
direst dearth. The persecuted Apostle JOHN probably never so sweetly
and fully fed on CHRIST as when his lot was that of a convict tmder the
Roman Government in the penal colony of Patmos. Then it was the
Apocalyptic visions wel'e vouchsafed unto him, and he saw heaven
opened t Though less favoured than the beloved disciple in the
matter of celestial visions, we yet, dear brethren, enjoy, in our measure,
the precious truth contained in the words, "My GOD shall supply
all '!lour need," and can adoringly sing with JOHN MASON, the sacred
poet of two hundred yeal'S ago:" I'ye found the Pearl of greatest
price,
My heart doth sing for joy;
And sing I must, a OHRIST I
ha'Veo what a CHRIST have I!

"My CHRIST, he is the Tree of
life,
Who in GOD'S garden grows,
Whose fruit does feed, whose
leaves do heal;
My CHRIST is Sharon's Rose.

" OHRIST is a Prophet, Priest, and
King;
A Prophet full of light,
A Priest that stands 'twirl GOD
and man,
A King that rules with might.

" OHRIST is my meat, OHRIST is my
drink,
My medicine, and my health,
My peace, my strength, my joy,
my crown,
My glory, and my wealth.

"My OHRIST, he is the Lord of
lords,
He is the King of kings ;
He'is the Sun of righteousness,
With healing in His wings.

"OHRIST is my father, and my
friend,
My brother, and my love,
My head, my hope, my counsellor,
My advocate above.

"My OHRIST, He is the heaven of heavens,
My OHRIST what shall I call!
My OHRIST is first, my OHRIST is last,
. My OHRIST is All in all I"
We know no Portion like that of JACOB; we have no taste or relish
for the dainties of time and sense. Our inheritance in IMMANUEL is
infinitely sufficient, and we find our delight in walking up and down
the good land in the length and in the breadth of it. Like
NAPHTHALI, we are" satisfied with favour, and are full with the
blessing of the LoRD." The blood, the righteousness, the meri>ts of
OHRIST JESUS superabundantly meet our condition, as sinners, and
assure us of present and everlasting security and prosperity. Our
.redemption from the curse and dominion of sin is sealed to us by
the twofold witness of the SPIRIT and the WORD.
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And, then, beloved, consider briefly the 1'eSO'Itrces of the promised
supply-"Accofding to His 1,iches in glory" / What must those riches
be! The riches of the self·existent JEHOVAH no tongue can tell, no
heart conceive. Cl The fulness of GOD "-what, what is that ~ Yet,
it is written to all believers-Cl that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of GOD" (Ephes. iii. 19). Oh, brethren, how can we come
short while "the fulness of GOD" is pledged to supply our need ~
Why should an anxious, doubting moment be indulged by anyone
of us ~ Shame upon our folly and blindness! Heaven and earth
:shall pass away, but the terms of this" yea and amen" promise in
CHRIST" shall not pass away." All must be fulfilled. The uncreated
resources of the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST are safely
"laid up" for the redeemed objects of Divine love, and their title
to them cannot be challenged by any creature in the universe!
And now, in the last place, a further precious thought finds
utterance in the mention of the adorable Mediator-" by Christ Jesus."
How intensely increased is our enjoyment of all blessings received,
when we know they pass through the once-pierced hands of our
"altogether lovely" REDEEMER and LORD! And then, too, as being
the purchase of His precious blood.
It is through His poverty that
we are made rich. It is through "the golden pipe" of His intercessory office within the veil, where He ever acts for His necessitous
brethren, that we receive the fulness of the Covenant blessing, and
banquet on the royal dainties.
Well might the Apostle, when he had by the inspiration of the
SPIRIT penned these wondrous words, break forth in the exclamation,
Cl Now unto GOD and our FATHER be glory for ever and ever. Amen"
(verse 20). Brethren, let us take up this most fitting ascription, and
seek grace to make it our own until the day of our" need" shall
come to an end, we sit down at the marriage supper of the LAMB,
and, with unveiled faces, behold the KING in His beauty. Yet a little
while and His "ew Name shall be effulgently written, with His own
finger, in our foreheads-descriptive of the nearness of our relation
to Himself as "the Bride, the LAMB'S Wife"-and we shall be
THE EDITOR.
satisfied-satisfied /
AND it is no unimportant inquiry as to the antiquity of this union of
love. I know full well that many assert that this union takes place
when we believe in Christ.
Oh, beloved, we are assured our union
with Christ was antecedent to our faith in Him, and tEat it dates back
to the eternity of purpose before the world was made, and that our
faith is the result of that union with Christ, not the cause of it. " I
have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud
thy sins: return unto Me, for I have ndeemed thee." That Jehovah
loved "jIis Church in Christ before they were born, is evident from
"Father," says Jesus, "Thou hast loved them
His own testimony.
as Thou lovest Me." And again, "Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world." Thus is the union of love established, and
our faith the evidence of it, but not 1;he cause of it.-The late George

Cowell.
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THE REST THAT REMAINETH.
l'he,1'e nrnaineth the1'efore a 1'est to the people of God."HEBREWS iv. 9.
To the wayfaring Church of God the thought of a heavenly rest is
peculiarly sweet and reviving. The Christian pilgrim's weary spirit
is cheered as eventide approaches, for he knows that a blessed season
of' repose awaits him at the close of life's burdensome day. That
divinely expressive promise penned by the prophet, Zcphaniah (ii. 7),
is indeed a rod and a staff to the heart of the believer, which
runs :-" They shall lie down in the evening."

" 'They shall

lie down in the

evening,'-

Softly o'er the ear of age
Comes that word unto the weary,
In their long, late pilgrimage;
There's an hour of sweet refreshing
From the burden and the heat,
That shall calm the world-worn
spirit,
That shall cool the way-worn
feet.
" 'They shall lie down in the
evening,'Oh, it rings like chimes of
rest,
Stealing towards them in the
twilight,
From the dim and dreamy
west;
For the noon has felt so sultry,
And the path has seemed so
long;
Now the day has hushed its
voices,
They can hear the evening
song.
" 'They shall lie down in the
evening,'And the heart shall find repose,
Time to tell life's tale of blessing
Ere the solemn shadows close;
Time to take a loving survey
.Ere the well-known landscape
fade,
And the call to come up higher
Shall be silently obeyed.

" They have climbed life's sunbeat
summit,
They have lingered on its
slope;
Now they rest in the low va,lley
With a vesper star of hope;
In the arms of home endear·
ment,
On affection's cradling breast,
Children's children round them
clustered,
Rising up to call tliem blest.
" Though some unforgotten faces,
That in olden days were
dear,
Mayhavevanisbed like the snowdrops
From the spring-time of the
year,
Yet they know that God is
nursing
Those sweet lives 'neath milder
skies,
To adorn the second springtide
With a fair and sweet surprise.
" And they own a surer refuge
Than affection's dearest cbarm,
For around and underneath
them
Is the Everlasting Arm.
They are housed in Christ's own
bosom,
Ere the chilling night dews
fall ;
Many a tired head there IS
resting,
But He maketh room for all.
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" So they lie down in the evening,
And with none to make afraid,
Looking calmly towards the
river
Dimly gleaming through the
shade.

Death shall seem but summer
darkings,
For the lights of heavenly love
There shall merge into the brightneMS

That is breaking from above."

The foreshadowing of the believer's yonder-rest, under the figure
of a "Sabbath," is a very apposite and lovely one. For, the exact
rendering of the saying, "There remaineth therefore a rest," is "the
keeping of a Sabbath," as the marginal translation in our Bibles
shows us. What more delightful idea could be presented to the
minds of the saints than that of enjoying perpetual Sabbath in the
Temple of God and of the Lamb! Even now, on earth, "rest in
the Lord" of the Temple is heaven begun. All burdens lose their
weight, and cease to oppress us when by faith we lay hold on His
strength, and repose in His arms.
"Bear not a single care thyself,
One is too much for thee;
The work is :M:ine, and Mine alone,
Thy work is rest in Me!"
And that, beloved fellow-wayfarers, is to be our everlasting occupaIt includes freedom from all disposition and opportunity to
Sitl; relief from all physical toil and sickness; the total absence of
mental distress; the most perfect deliverance from care, sorrolV, conflict, fear, and fatigue. The tempter shall vex the soul no more, the
flesh with all its miserable ills shall never come into remembrance,
and the world in its thousand distracting forms shall cease to
oppose the redeemed spirit, and to alloy its heavenly bliss. The
.condition of unutterable rest, however, is not merely negative. It
is instinct with spiritual activity. Just as Jehovah, when He had
ended the work of creation, is said to have "rested" (Gen. ii. 2, 3),
yet proceeded to contemplate with with ineffable delight the beautiful
universe He had brought into existence, so the redeemed of the
Lord will enter with joy unspeaka,ble into the perfections of the new
creation of which the inferior was a type and a shadow. Jehovah
kept Sabbath on the seventh day. The rest which remaineth to
the people of God is distinctly Sabbatic in its nature.*' It is more,
much more, than cessation from toil, and conflict, and care. Oh,
brethren, meditate deeply on this wondrous prospect. As ,. priests
unto God," and as His son-servants, we shall for ever serve Him
"day and night" (Rev. xxii. 3).
Uninterrupted adoration of God and the Lamb, throughout the
endless ages of eternity, without weariness, wiiI call into fullest

tion /

• It is remarkable that the inspired writer of this 4th chapter of the
Epistle to the Hebrews, after repeatedly using the word I(ctTa7ravO"l~ (katapau-sis) for "rest," employs quite another word in the 9th verse, namely,
O"af3f3a7LJp.6~ (sab'atis1nos), thus introducing the further idea of occupation in
worship and the fullest <enjoyment of God Himself.
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exercise all the powers of our resurrection being, and afford us ineffable delight. Such is the glorious estate which "remaineth to' the
people of God." Unbroken fellowship with the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost awaits them in the New Jerusalem, while communion
with the perfected Church, such as was never known on earth, will
supply an endless flow of pure spiritual sat.isfaction and entertainment. "In the river of eternal rest there will be no pebble of
discord or dissatisfaction to cause a single ripple." What, then, is our
present passing moment of tribulation when compared to the eternal
weight of glory 1 How light does it become! How. endurable the
heaviest cross! The blissful prospect of meeting face to face, Him
who loved us unto the uttermost, sets our souls, like well-tuned harps,
in harmony with the song of the Chief Singer, for" in the midst of
the Church" Jesus Himself leads the praises of Israel (Heb. ii. 12).
" We spea.k of the realms of the
blest,
That I'ountry so bright and so
fair;
And oft are its glories confessed j
But what must it be to be there P

.. We speak of its anthems of praise,
WIth which we can never compare
The sweetest on earth we can
raise;
But what must it be to be there P

.. We speak of its pathways of gold,
Its walls decked with jewels
most rare,
Its wonders and pleasures untold;
Butwhat must it be to be there P

.. We speak of its service of love,
The robes which the glorified
wear,
The church of the first-born above;
But what must it be to be there P

" We speak of its freedom from sin,
From sorrow, temptation, and
care,
From trials without and within.
But what must it be to bethere'p

.. Do Thou, Lord, midst pleasure 01'
woe,
For heaven our spirits prepare j
And shortly we also shall know
And feel what it is to be there."

Welcome toil and conflict for Christ's sake during this "little
whih:J." It is well to endure hardness for such a Name as His! Every
crOS3 of His appointing is but a sweet preparation for the shout of
victory which soon will crown our patience and hope.
.. I SAW, and lo! a countless throng
The elect of every nation, name and tongue,
Assembled round the everlasting throne j
With robes of white endued,
(The righteousness of God!)
And each a palm sustained
In his victorious hand j
When thus the bright melodius choir begun;
'Salvation to Thy name,
Eternal God, and co-eternal Lamb!
In power, in glory, and in essence, One.'
"So sang the saints! The angelic train
Second the anthem with a loud Amen j
(These in the outer circle stood,
The saints were nearest God j)
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And prostrate fall, with glory overpowered,
And hide their faces with their wings.
And thus address the King of kings:
, All hail! by Thy triumphant Church adored!
Blessing and thanks and honour too
Are Thy supreme, Thy everlasting due,
Our Triune Sovereign, our propitious Lord!'
"While I beheld the amazing sight,
A seraph pointed to the saints in white,
And told me who they were, and whence they came:
'These are they whose lot below
Was persecution, pain, and woe;
These are the chosen purchased flock,
Who ne'er their Lord forsook;
Through His imputed merit free from blame;
Redeemed .from every sin;
And, as thou seest, whose garments were made clean;
Washed in. the blood of yon exalted Lamb.'
"Saved by His l'ighteousness alone,
Spotless they stand before the 1hrone,
And in the ethereal temple chant His praise:
Himself among them deigns to dwell,
And face to face His light reveal:
Hu,nger and thirst, as heretofore,
And pain and heat, they know no more,
Nor need, as once, the sun's prolific rays:
Emmanuel here His people feeds,
To streams of joy perennial leads,
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from every face."
J. O.

'rHE curse tracked His every step, pressing its claims, and exacting
its penalties, to the last moment of His existence. No home sheltered Him; no domestic comforts cheered Him; no smile of fondness
greeted Him; no hand of affection welcomed Him. "The Son of
Man hath not where to lay His head," was the heart-rending acknowledgment extracted from His lips, and when a day of exhausting
toil had closed upon Him, He would retire, lonely and unrefreshed, to
the bleak mountain, and spend His long and sleepless nights in unceasing and unremitting prayer for His Church. 0 Thou adorable J ehovahJ esns! were ever humiliation and love like Thine 1- Oetavius Winslow.
THE little measure of grace once begun in the soul shall be perfected. God will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking
flax, until judgment be perfected in victory. By judgment is meant
there, the work of sanctification, till that comes to be prevalent
over corruption. Paul was confident "that He that had begun a
good work in them would finish it unto the day of Jesus Christ."
The Lord "is faithful, and will do it." God hath commanded us
to "go on to perfection;" and He does not demand impossibilities.
God accuses men of folly, in not proceeding to finish when they
have begun to build.
Beside!O, God hath promised to perfect that
which concerns His servants.-C. Love.
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1l ilgrim 1l apus.
WHERE HAST 'l'HOU GLEANED TO-DAY
(NEHEMIAH vii.)

j"

(Continued from page 525.)

As we resume the meditation upon this very profitable history in the
Scriptures, the uppermost desire is not to be permitted to spin a web
(as the spider does from its own body) from our own mind and
intellect, but be kept "looking unto Jesus" for fulfilment of His
promise concerning the Holy Spirit: "He shall teach you all things.
He shall guide you into all truth."
"Now it came to pass, when
the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, and the porters and
the singers and the Levites were appointed."
This page of the
record of Nehemiah's experience, "written for our learning," may be
very profitable to us and to all who are, in however small degree,
engaged in furthering the kingdom of Christ; for we are assured it
is not the will of the Master of the vineyard that any man
should "stand all the day idle," or life be passed in merely spending
time as pleasantly and easily as we can. "For the Son of Man is
as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave
authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch" (Mark xiii. 34). "Occupy till I come."
So here we find when the wall was finished and the door~ set up,
it was imperative to appoint porters to bar out intruding foes, and
open them in due season to the citizens and those humbly seeking
to be found amongst the people of God. Thus to SOme the command
comes, "Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth
the truth may enter in" (Isaiah xxvi. 2).
"Open to me the gates
of righteousness ; I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord "
(Psalm cx:viii. 19).
Blessed service this! to be taught to discriminate between the
Sanballats and Tobiahs, who would break down the bulwarks of
truth, refusing them admission, and to throw wide open the door of
faith to earnest souls who seek to enter in and worship the Lord
in the beauty of holiness. It is a privilege much to be coveted to
be put amongst the porters, and say with persuasiveness, "Enter ye
in at the strait gate," by extolling the constraining love of Christ,
the unspeakable Gift of the Father, and the sweet influences of the
Divine Spirit.
" Singers" must be appointed by the Governor, to le3d the people;
not for display of musical talent or self-seeking, but that those gifted
with a sweet, melodious, strong or deep voice, may help the weaker
ones to praise the Lord for His goodness, but not as proxy for
them. "And the Levites." As then, so now, some are set apart from
the secular business of life, ambassadors for Christ, entrusted with
"the ministry of reconciliation," not sacrificing priests, "For by one
offering He [Jesus Christ] hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified" (Heb. x. 14).
-<
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When these were duly appointed, Nehemiah continues the narration:
"I gave my brother Hanani and Hananiah the ruler of the palace,
charge over Jerusalem, for he was a faithful man and feared God
above many." The Tirshatha was about to return to the king who
sent him forth, and here he shadows to us the Lord our Governor,
who, in His absence, appoints faithful men as rulers over His household. Alas! that many seek this office for filthy lucre, not truly
caned and appointed by Him. It has ever been so, that wolves in
sheep's clothing feed themselves and not the flock.
"And I said unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened
tiU the sun be hot j and while they stand by, let them shut the doors
and bar them: and appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
everyone in his watch, and everyone to be over against his house."
This book has its literal aspect, as an account of the vigilance
exercised by Nehemiah, charging those who had rule over the -city.
As we seek to derive a practical lesson for ourselves from the
assurance, "Whatsover things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4), we would carefully
avoid straining the truth by spiritualizing! Yet it has been suggested by other searchers, that while "unto you that fear My Name
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings" there
will be light and sunshine j those who are once" light in the Lord"
will never more be in darknesR, children of darkness or of the night,
yet the sun is not always hot, and it is only when there is great
force and power in His beams, warming the soul, that it can
encounter the enemy that may come in at the open gates.
There is a needs-be too for the charge, "While they stand by,
let them shut the doors." "These that stand by" (Zech. iii. 7)
are as sentinels at their post of duty. "Doth not Wisdom cry 1
. . . . Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching daily at My gates,
waiting at the posts of My doors" (Prov. viii. 34). Such will be
cautious not to leave the doors open, that in an unguarded moment
the foes surprise them. This attitude of watchful waiting is most
needful in the present day, for the world in all its forms seeks to
enter in and entangle, ensnare, and beguile the true servant of the
Lord j so that while we pray, "Lead us not into temptation," we
need grace to bar the door! Every inhabitant of Zion must take
part in this watch, "every man over against his house." 'Ve may
not put this work, assigned us by our Governor, upon other shoulders,
nor carelessly depute the watching to a Chief Constable. "What I
say unto you, I say unto all, Watch" (Mark xiii. 37). Dear Lord,
bestow upon us much of this holy watchfulness! " And my God put
into mine heart to gather together the nobles, and the rulers, and
the people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy." This
thought in his heart came from God; N ehemiah traces it to its source,
and puts the crown of it upon the rightful head! With the Psalmist
he thus acknowledges, "I know, 0 Lord, that the way of man is not
in himself j it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." It
opens a wide subject, a most important consideration for the estab-
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lishment of God's children; therefore, we would turn N ehemiah's
words into prayer, "0 my God, put into the mind of the writer what
to pen, that maillY of Thy people who have come back, been brought
back to Thee from the enemy's captivity, who have not yet been
'reckoned by genealogy,' may trace their pedigree, and be found
'written among the living in Jerusalem,' 'citizens of no mean
city.' "
It was enjoined upon the natural seed of Abraham, the children
of Israel, to keep carefuUy the register of their descent, the distinction
of tribe, family, and household. God commanded this, with the
express design to guard through forty-two generations, "till Shiloh
come," the -true Seed of Abraham, King David's greater Son, and his Lord,
that the genealogy of His descent might be distinctly shown. Those
two genealogies in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke presented to
mind difficulties which have been cleared away in perusing Israel.
My Glory. By the Rev. JOHN WILKINSON (Is. 6d., Mildmay Mission
Book Store, London). We mention it for the sake of others who may
also have been perplexed. There is no such need for us to trace our
pedigree, though some -of God's people come of noble parentage, and
others love to remember a line of gracious, godly Thncestors-even
Huguenots; yet there is a deeper genealogy of which even the poor
of the flock may glory and say, "My soul shall make her boast in
the Lord; the humble shall hear thereof Thnd be glad." In tracing
this out, we would go back as far as possible to answer the question
put in King Saul's day, "But who is their father 1" Doubtless, we
have all been often told that DARWIN asserts that we must trace
back our origin to the monkey tribe. To such we have replied, "You
may. but I do not! " (there may be-there is-much monkey-impudence
and mischievous doing in DARWIN and those who believe in his theory,
who dare to contradict the Creator of all things in the inspired
declaratiDn of that primeval wDrk, and the Masterpiece of it, yet none
of them can answer the pungent question Jehovah put to Job, "Where
wast thou, when I laid the foundations of the earth ~ Declare, if
thou hast understanding" (Job xxxviii; 4); as perplexing an inquiry
to the scientific sceptic as was Our little grandson's query, ., Mother,
where was I before you had me 1 was I in heaven 1"
We trace our descent from that first man, Adam, who was created
by God, "in His own image, in the image of God created He him;
male and female -created He them" (Gen. i. 27); and though" we
have borne the image Df the earthy" in the taint of Adam's transgression, we believe that "we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly," because we have been" renewed in the spirit of our mind."
Looking back to "our first father, who sinned, and knowing that we
share his fa1'1, we look up to the Second Adam, the Lord from
heaven,- who bore our sins in His own body on the tree, desiring
to put on the new man, and be renewed in holiness after the image
of Him that created him." We look forward to the day" when He
shall appear, and we shaH be like Him, for we shall see Him
as He is."
Dear reader, have we not made some considerable headway in this
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matter of being "reckoned by genealogy" when we have arrived
at the conclusion to receive the whole Bible, from cover to cover, as
the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth; ·the very
Word of the living God 1 "All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for instruction
in righteousness." "Every whit of it uttereth His glory," and no
part is to be passed by or ignored or deemed superfluous. As long as
there is cavilling at it, there is not the proof of being born again,
partakers of the Divine nature, which the Lord Jesus gives, "Except
ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven" (:Matt. xviii. 3). Does not a little child
receive implicitly whatever its father tells 1 How then can we be
God's children unless we believe the 'Vord of our Father 1 There
is striking testimony to this effect in :Moses' blessing of the children
of Israel: "Yea, He loved the people: all His saints are in Thy
hand. They sat down at Thy feet: everyone shall receive of Thy
words" (Deut. xxxiii. 3). It is confirmed by the Apostle Peter:'
"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 23).
How can this incorruptible seed be in their hearts, begetting newness
of life, who deny its inspiration and authenticity 1 Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that like a father who
preserves the family register in the Bible, He has guarded through
many generations this precious record, wherein we may ascertain, each
or ourselves, whether we belong to His family or not-whether" we
are of God," or are the children of the Wicked One, the father of
lies, who was the first to question His word, " Yea, hath God said 1"
and then to "make God a liar."
If thus we are enabled to believe that God is Our Father, who" of
His own will begat us with the Word of truth," then the antiquity of
our genealogy is unsurpassed by the noblest line of ancestry! Then
may we look up to Him and say, "Doubtless Thou art our Father,
though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israsl acknowledge us not:
Thou, 0 Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; Thy Name is from
everlasting" (Isaiah lxiii. 16). Still we may trace on a little farther
for our establishment and peace. A good father will certainly care
for the education of his children. 'I'he Lord Jesus says, "It is
written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man, therefore, that hath heard and hath learned of the Father
cometh unto :Me" (John vi. 45). So if we have come to Him as
perishing sinners, needing pardon and salvation, desiring to "be
found in Him, not having our own righteousness, but that which is
through the faith of Ohrist, the righteousness which is of God by
faith" (Phil. iii. 9); then are we Christ's, and "if ye be Ohrist's,
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise."
" Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same
are the children of Abraham" (Gal. iii. 29, 7). "Now to Abraham
and his seed [which is Ohrist] were the promise:; made." "For all
the promises of God in Him are Yea, and in Him Amen, unto the
glory of God by us. Now He which stablisheth us with you in
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Christ, and hath anointed ~s, is God; who hath also sealed us" and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts" (2 Cor. i. 20-22). The
Spirit helpeth our infirmities in prayer, in conviction of sin, " groanings that cannot be uttered." These" first fruits" are often deemed
small, and even set aside; thus we "grieve the Holy Spirit of God by
not acknowledging His work in our hearts.
Rather let us carefully
gather them to present with thanksgiving to Him who brought us
into" the land of promise," wave before Him in humble adoration
'that which Thou, 0 Lord, hast given me.' These first fruits of the
Spirit are pledge of the whole harvest to follow" (Deut. xxvi. 10).
The wave sheaf is full harvest-fraught. Nehemiah enumerates those
who returned from captivity, for he found a register of them:
"The children" of certain families by their number; "the men" of
certain places, priests, singers, porters, Nethinims, and children of
Solomon's servants. No doubt there is much instruction to be derived
from it all.
At length we come to those who came up from Telmelah and Tel-haresha. These places were heights on the river Chebar,
in Chaldea, and the exiles that raturned thence "could not show
their father's house nor their seed, whether thli1y were of Israel."
Many of those who fear the Lord now are in a similar state of
uncertainty for want of carefully looking into and searching the
record. Lord, grant Thy children may none of them" seem to come
short," but be able to prove that they are Israelites in-deed, because
they can look back to the day when, like Jacob, they wrestled with
God and prevailed, and so became truly allied to "the Israel of God,"
and obtained "the new name written, which no man knoweth save
he that receiveth it" (Rev. ii. 17); lest we be like" the priests, the
ohildren of Habaiah, the children of Koz, which took one of the
daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite to wife, and was called by their
name. These sought their register among those that were reckoned
by genealogy, but it was not found; therefore were they, as polluted,
put from the priesthood." No doubt during the seventy years'
captivity they became indifferent to their "high calling of God" and
lost their credentials, so as to be unfit for the sacred office. " Polluted" points to mingling with the heathen and learning their worksconformity to the world around and its defiling contact, and illustrates to us the warning of the Apostle Peter, 2 Peter ii. 20.
., And the Tirshatha said unto them that they should not eat of
the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and
Thummim." This paragraph, from verse 63-65, is verbatim the
same as in Ezra ii. 60-62, showing to us its great importance by
being repeated.
How great their loss who could not find their
register! They were excluded from eating the most holy things:
they could not feast upon the wave breast and the heave shoulder
of the sweet savour offerings-the fine flour, mingled and anointed
with oil, of the meat offering. How significant the teaching for us!
It should be no matter of indifference whether we are the Lord's or
no, and belong to the "holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter ii. 5)-whether "ye
belong to Christ," the seed of Abraham, inheritors of the promises.
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Certain it is that they who cannot trace their spiritual pedigree do
not eat the most holy things; do not feast up€ln the breast of the
Lamb of God; do not feast with delight upon His love to them,
personally, nor realize that they are borne upon His shoulder
rejoicingly, and knl>w that the government is upon His shoulder, yea,.
their meanest concern and heaviest burden laid there, to be caFried
with themselves over every obstacle.
Most holy things include
fellowship with Him, whereby as a true and tender Husband He gives
Himself over, with all that He is and has, to His betrothed ones, and
they in turn give their weak, helpless, sin-stricken soul over to His
cleansing, purifying, beautifying love. It is true such are sustained,
but do not eat the unctuous bread, the hidden manna, nor as yet do
they possess the white stone, and know they belong to the happy
number" w.hose names are in the Book of Life."
Bleascd be God, even for such there is a limit put by the
Tirshatha to their exelusion from the high privileges-" till there
stood up a priest with Drim and Thummim." As far as we can find,
theve is nothing to show that any high priest stl>od up with these
glorious adjuncts after the return from captivity in Babylon, till
the gl'eat High Priest after the order of Melcmsedec passed into the
heavens. We have long heen fully persuaded that Christ Jesus, the
High Priest of our profession. lacks nothing of the glory put upon
Aaron and his sons, but possesses in a pre-emient degree the Drim
and Thummim lights and perfection which shone with such demon. stration from tlw breastplate of precious stones engraved with the
names of the tribes of Israel, and was attached by a lace of, blue to
the Ephod; by which David so often inquired of the Lord and
was answered. This conviction has led us, in perplexity, to draw
near to our High Priest, and to prove Him, as Sheba's Queen did
Solomon, "with hard questions,." asking Him to shine with more
than the diamond's s.parklmg brillance and sweetness of jasper. "a
stone most preciolls" (1 Peter ii. 7}, that represents Himself (Rev.
iv. 3, and xxi. IS), "clear as crystal," to solve the difficulty, and
have been answered.
For instance, much. bewildered by some who pressed the theory
OE Anglo-Israel npon us, we could not fully answel' them, and became
assured that only the Priest with Drim and Thummim could determine this knotty question of descent, knowing as we do that we,
inhabitants (j}f the Bl'itish Isles, come of "arious mingled races, as
TENNYSON puts it"Briton or Saxon or Dane are we,
Teuton or CeIt, or whatever we be."
We have no register that goes far enough back to settle, the matter
of onr pedigree. SO," looking unto Jesus," we humbly appealed to
Him as our great High :Priest, to show us, "Am I a sinner of the
Gentiles, or do I belong tu the lost tribes of Israel, to the seed 01
Abraham accoFding to the flesh 1" 'fhe response came with such
" demonstration of the Spirit and power" as to be conclusive: "Thou,
being It wild olive tree, wert .graffed in among them, and with them
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partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree" (Rom. xi. 17).
Its suitability was divinely sublime. 'Beloved in the Lord," We have
such an High Priest, who is set on the right of the majesty in the
heavens," and" over the house of God. Let us draw near with a
true heart," even if we lack" full assurance of faith," and bring to
Him our hard questions about genealogy, descent, and birthright, for
assuredly, "by manifestation of the truth" (2 Cor. iv. 2; the
Septuagint here uses the words Urim and Thummim) He will shine
forth to clear away our doubts, and "stablish, strengthen, settle
you. To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen"
(1 Peter v. 10, 11).
The number of the congregation is then given: 42,360, besides
men and maid servants, of whom there were 7,337, and they had
245 singing men and women. Their horses, mules, camels, and asses
are enumerated, the latter greatly preponderating, the multiplying
of horses being forbidden (Deut. xvii. 16). The liberality of the
Tirshatha and the chief of the fathers to the work of God is recorded
for our example and admonition; the 41,000 drams of gold, 2,200
- pounds of silver, and 337 priests' garments detailed, for He who "sat
over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money
into the treasury, and they that were rich cast in much," loveth a
cheerful giver,
He marks the gold and silver of the rich, and
estimates its worth, as well as the two mites of the widow, so highly
commended by Him. "For if there be first a willing mind, it is
accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that
he hath not" (2 Cor. viii. 12).
The chapter ch~ses with all classes of the community who had
taken part in the work of building the wall, peacefully resting in
their cities, awaiting the. solemn feasts of the seventh month, when
they would assembl'e again in Jerusalem. It reminds us of our Lord's
tender sympathy with His wearied disciples, "Come ye yourselves
apart and rest awhile, for there were many coming and going, and
they had no leisure so much as to eat" (Mark vi. 31).

Lei'ceste1"

MARY.

AMID my many seasons and long intervals of barrenness and want
of joy, God sometimes makes me glad with the light of His
countenance; but alas! I can too often say, with him of old,
concerning such sweet seasons-" Rara bm'a, brevis metra." Yet I can,
through grace, say likewise" A moment's· intercourse with Thee
Is worth a year's delay."

Surely, 0 God, I could not long after Thy presence if I did not
know the sweetness of it, and love Thee in some measure; and I
could not kD{)'w that but by the revelation of Thy Spirit in my
heart, lWF love Thee- at all if 'rhou hadst not first loved me!
We grieve at the absence of those we love, and of none else;
blessed be God for this evidence of true (however weak) grace!-'l'oplady
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:-

As THE DELIVERER.
"He is altogether lovely.';-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"Jesu.~ went unto thern, walking on the sea."-MATTHEW xiv. 25.
IT was eventide. The day had been fully occupied. In the morning Jesus had heard of the cruel death of John the Baptist. On
receiving the painful intelligence He immediately "departed into a
desert place apart" (Matt. xiv. 13). The people, however, followed
Him. There seemed to be no rest for Jesus. In His great pity He
went forth unto them j and, beholding so large a multitude, He was
moved with compassion towards them, healed their sick, and, finally,
as the day wore away fed them all, to the number of five thousand
men, "beside women and children," by miraculously multiplying the
loaves and fishes. At length, the Lord dismissed the crowd j and,
sending His disciples by ship unto the other side, He, evidently
longing for 80litl}de and retirement, went away alone into a mountain to pr~y, while the shades of night were gathering thick and
fast. At this point we do well to read the graphic account of these
occurrenccls recorded in Matthew xiv. 23-36, and Mark vi. 45-56.
Note:
1. THE DISCIPLEi'l' DIFFICUL'l'IES.-It seemed very strange to the
eye of reason that the Lord should have "constrained" His disciples
to get into a ship when He knew fnll well what awaited them.
They appear to have been, as it were, forced into danger, contrary to
their own inclinations. They would have gladly remained with JesJIs j
but obeying the mandate of the Lord, they became involved in great
trouble. Distresses and trials often attend the path of obedience j
the right way frequently leads into the very jaws of destruction.
The difficulties Christians meet with and the storms which arise constitute no conclusive evidence that we are on a wrong course. At the
Master's word they embark, and amid the deepening gloom they glide
along smoothly enough, until the middle of the lake is reached.
Pause, a.rd survey the scene! Far from Jesus, enfolded in the darkness of the night, just when they are at the greatest distance from
land, the waves begin to rise.
The wind is contrary. Their
little barque is tossed to and fro. They toil at the oars, hoping -to
reach the further shore before the storm gets to the worst. All their
efforts prove futile. They cannot make headway agaimt the opposing
wind and waves. Tempest-tossed, and full of fear, they must have
wondered why this had befallen them j for they were in no path of
their own choosing, but one their Master had bidden them travel in.
Contrast this scene with that of a few hours before, when, in the
waning sunlight of a calm, peaceful eastern evening, they had dispensed the miraculously multiplied food to the patient, waiting,
hungry multitude. How different the circumstances! It is a picture
. of the changes the Lord often "constrains" His people to pass
through. In the midst of the sea of affliction, they are" troubled on
every side," "tossed with tempest, and not comforted." The" con-
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trary winds" of temptation and adversity hinder their onward progress, and seem to prevent them from doing the Lord's bidding, and
going where He sends. This was tbe case with the disciples in the
narrative. Tbey must have questioned everything. The exercises of
their minds were undoubtedly perplexing. Did we misunderstand His
word 1 If we are right would this trouble have befallen us 1 Should
we meet such hindrances if we were really in the path of obedience 1
Are we deceived altogether 1 It is a dark night when tbe Lord is
absent, wbile outward storms and inward fears fill the disciples' hearts
with perplexity and dismay, destruction being imminent. Whenever
this is the lot of God's children the Lord is near, for He is a "very
present help in trouble," though unperceived at first.
2. THE ApPROACH OF JESUS. In their calamity and extremity
"Jesus went unto them," and "Jesus spake unto them." The
storm was at its height, the night was at its darkest. Jesus, from
His lonely watch on the mountain-top "saw" their distress. The
darkness and the light are alike to Him. When they had well-nigh
lost all hope of being saved, He arose and went unto them,
"walking on the sea." Thus the stormy waters, the very source of
their tribulation, formed the path by which Jesus came to their help.
By that which caused their danger, their Deliverer drew near to
make a way of escape. "Thy way is in the sea, and Thy path in
the great waters" (Psalm lxxvii. 19). So true it isH

He pla~ts His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm."

The Lord came to help, to succour, to save, to deliver, to turn their
sorrow into joy, and to manifest His loving favour towards them.
But when they saw Him, they did not know Him. Supposing it was
a spirit, they "cried out for fear." To the real distress in which
they were involved was added an imaginary trial. Their troubles
were made greater by their fancies. The approach of the Deliverer
did but serve at first to increase their fears. How mistaken were
their surmises and suppositions! But all their unbelief, folly, and
ignorance did not prevent Jesus from displaying the riches of His
grace. He hastens to quell their fears: "Straightway Jesus spake
unto them, saying, Be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid.'" Blessed
message from the sacred lips of the Messenger of the New Covenant!
Here was sweet encouragement for them in the midst of the storm,
brought by Him who ever comes to His dear people in the depths. He
knows where they are, and can reach them anywhere. This comforting
word conveyed the assurance of His presence: "It is 1." They needed
Jesus to reveal Himself to them by His own word before they could
realize He was with the.n. "Be not afraid!" The exhortation
administered a corrective to their unbelief, a rebuke for their foolish
fears, and .a loving reminder of their groundlessness. Christ's presence
and word made all things right.
3. THE DELIVERAKCE ·WROUGHT. He went up unto them into the
ship, and the wind ceased.
The wind had seemed contrary before,
but now they saw that it had really been favourable, because it had
2 V
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prevented them, e,en in their greatest distress, from getting farther
away from their Lord. It had detained them, notwithstanding all
their attempts, in the midst of the sea, until Jesus came to them,
when they speedily reached the haven to which they were bound.
They were amazed at the exercise of a power which, because of the
hardness' of their hearts, they could not understand (Mark·vi. 52).
But, convinced He was their Lord, "they came and worshipped Him,
saying, Of a truth Thou art the Son of God." Though help to the
people of God may be long delayed, the Helper will come at the
right time, which may not be till the fourth watch of the night, and
there is no obstruction so great but Christ can, an.d does, overcome.
Thus He reveals Himself to His own. Through distress, grief, and
trial they learn more of Him, as well as more of themselves; and,
receiving new instruction by every fresh dispensation, they grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and see more
of His loveliness as THE DELIVERER.
Bath.
E. C.
-----

-

WELL-SPRINGS.

"For their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves
being judge.s."-DEuTERONO)IY xxxii. 31.
THE chapter from which the above words are taken may well be
called the sweet swan-song of Moses, setting forth as he does God's
greatness, God's mercy, and God's justice; rehearsing all His goodness
~o His covenant children; taking a grateful retrospect of all the
.vilderness mercies of the way they have been led, and then on the
self-same day receiving the Divine command to "get him up into
this mountain Abarim,
and die in the mount whither
thou goest up, and be gathcred unto thy people." Oh for a'well-filled
heart of gratitude! The lips must then be bound to praise Him,
prompted as they will be by the necessity of it. It is a profitable
study to trace the occasions of praise in the Scriptures, and often
shall we read our o\l'n experience and like wondrous deliverances
therein. "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto
the Lord, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed
gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea."
Such was the song of praise at Israel's wonderful pa."sage through
the Red Sea, when Pharaoh and his army were utterly destroyed
in the midst, and God's chosen people went through on dry land.
" Then sang Deborah and Barak on that day"-(when Jehovah had
subdued "Jabin, the king of Canaan, before the children of Israel.
And the hand of the children of Israel prospered and prevailed
against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they had destroyed
,Tabin, the king of Canaan")-thus they sang: "Praise ye the Lord
for the avenging of Israel," &c. "Then Israel sang this song," when
the Lord supplied them with the well of water in the wildel'lless;
whilst Solomon rehearsed all the goodness of the Lord at the completion and dedication of the Temple; and the Levites in Nehemiah's
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time make their public confession to their God for His manifold
mercies and signal deliverances. And shall we be dumb, beloved 1
Would not the very stones cry out if we ceased to regard· and
acknowledge His magnified, marvellous, merciful, manifold deliverance
and goodness to us in every hour of our lives 1 The wonder is, with
such a grateful retrospect" That I should ever wander
From the sinner's sweetest
theme;
Oh for grace that I may ponder
All my steps and walk with Him.

" Earth is old and time is hoary,
Systems to confusion slide;
God forbid that I should
glory
Save in Jesus crucified."

There are some impressive contrasts in this song of Moses,
including our text. "Ascribe ye greatness unto our God;" whilst
of His enemies he inquires, "Where are their gods in whom they
trusted 1" (verses 3 and 37). Again the servant of the Lord reminds
Israel how, under the Lord's indulging care, they were made to
drink of "the pure blood of the grape," whilst their enemies were
content with" the vine of Sodom;" "their g1YI/pes are grapes of gall,.
and their clusters are bitter" (verses 14 and 32). Then again,
whilst His people are blessed with the Lord for their portion, His
enemies shall hear His own righteous declaration, "If I whet My
glittering sword, and Mine hand take hold on judgment, I will
render vengeance to Mine enemies, and I will reward them that hate
Me" (verses 9 and 41) And yet once more, in the words of our
text, "Their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves
being judges." Oh, what a Rock have we, beloved! Well may we
take up the song of Moses, and sing of our Rock and Fortress, our
Stronghold and Deliverer. . Our Rock was smitten (Exod. xvii. 6);
our Rock gave OMt oil, emblematical of the unction a.nd power of the
Holy Spirit (Deut. xxxiii. 13); our Rock spake (2 Sam. xxiii. 3);
our Rock is ::;alvation (Deut. xxxii. 15); our Rock is strength (Psalm
xviii. 1, 2); our Rock is rest (Isaiah xxxii. 2); our Rock is the Rock
of Ages (Isaiah xxvi. 4). And of all this shall E is enemies be convinced, and themselves be the jI,ldges. Yea, all shall see and know
that God is for His people whom He hath redeemed, and that He
makes all things subserve His purposes and way and work concerning
them and their welfare.
This precious truth came home very forcibly recently in reading the
history of Rahab, and again of the Gibeonites, in the Book of Joshua.
What induced Rahab to hide two spies sent from Shittim to view
Jericho and search the cOlllitry 1 "I know that the Lord hath
given you the land," she said, as she came up to them upon the
roof where she had hidden them. "I know that the Lord hath
given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that
all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For we have heard
how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea fm' ymt / " " Even
our enemies themselves being judges." And says the Psalmist, " When
the horn of the righteous shall be exalted with honour, the wicked
shall see it and be grieved." And again, in the insbnce of the
:::: Li
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Gibeonites, so fully convinced are they of the God of Israel's power,
so fully did they believe in the might of His glorious acts, that they
must make a league with His people, and content themselves to be
bondsmen, so long as they may serve and stay with Joshua
(Josh. ix. 3-21).
"That men may see the might of Thy glorious hand. I also will
tell of Thy greatness."
" To the intent that the living may know that the Most High ruleth
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will, and
setteth up over it the basest of men."
Oh, amid all the changing things of life, amid all its uncertainty,
what a mercy to rest upon this unchanging Rock; to have our feet
anchored there, and to know that all the surging billows of sorrow, and
waves of care can never wash us thence! 'Well may dear TOPLADY'S
hymn have proved immortal to the saints of God, who delight still
to sing"Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
. Let me hide myself in Thee."
"They drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that
Rock was Christ," wrote the Apostle Paul.
May the Lord grant His clear children more of the sweet rest
and satisfaction of abiding in the clefts of the smitten Rock, whence
a.nd whence alone they may smile at the storms which must and
will befall them in their journey home, but which cannot harm them,
since He who thus securely hides them has borne all the brunt
and curse for them, and now hides them safe in His riven side.
In contemplation of these comforting truths, the child of God may
well take up the language of the hymnist and sing" Jesus Christ, the sinner's Friend,
"As a Rock, He guards them well
Loves His people to the end;
From the rage of sin and hell ;
.r-And that they may safe abide,
Such a Rock is Christ to me,
I am safe though thousands
He's the Rock in which they
hide.
flee.
" Sheltered in His wounded side,
Now no ill can me betide;
From the tempest covered o'er,
One with Him for evermore."
R.
FAITH quickens love. Love excites obedience. Obedience glorifies
our heavenly Lover, Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit.-Mason.
MAN, if not formed in Christ, has nothing to glory in; but if in
Christ it little matters what becomes of the poor body. Then, and
then only, 'is he accounted something, and a very precious something,
Oh, that we may
too, namely, a sinner saved by sovereign grace.
have lowly views of the creature and lofty views of the Creator! May
we feel our emptiness and His exaltation; our impotency and His
omnipotency. So may our glorying not be in man, bnt in the Lord.
~ The late Geor(fe Cowelt.
.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A

V1Sl1'

TO OXFORD.

(Continued from page 539.)

OXFORD seems to look its best at the time of its athletic games
and University boat-races. It is surprising then to see the crowds
which fill its streets and line the banks of its river. But, although
athletics are useful, and it is pleasant to see young men engaging
in them, they are certainly made too much of in the present day;
too much precious time and strength are expended upon them, and
many young men are thereby prevented from getting any real
advantage from their University course; they fail to obtain any
distinction or degree, and some of them are physically injured for
life. I received a letter not very long ago from a dear old college
friend, expressing his deep anxiety over the case of his son, an
Oxford student. For two years in succession that son had been a
remarkably successful athlete, and had beaten all his competitors;
but on assaying to repeat his performances a third time, he broke
down completely physically, and he was sent home with a prospect
of becoming a confirmed invalid. On inquiring at Oxford after the
son of another old college friend, who also in a similar manner had
greatly distinguished himself in athletics, I was told that he had
injured the muscles of his heart, and that he had, in consequence,
left Oxford. A young pastor, in the prime of life, and of remarkably
fine physique, asked me to exchange duties with him one Sunday,
and when I consented, he said, "I shall have to take a conveyance to
your church, as I cannot walk so far." I suppose that I looked surprised,
for the distance between his church and mine was not great, only
about two miles, and he added, "I injured my heart when boatracing at college, and it has never been right since." Probably it
would be well if the college authorities of the present day more
strongly urged upon the attention of their students the Apostolic
statement :-" Bodily exercise projiteth little: but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of
that which is to come, This is a faithful saying, and worthy of al
acceptation."
I have alluded to the part which Oxford has taken in the Ritualistic
movement, and undoubtedly it has taken a very prominent part in
it; but we may remember that there are a considerable number of
faithful men in Oxford who have not taken any part whatever in
that movemllnt or countenanced it in any way; amidst much
discouragement, and some measure of unpopularity, they have remained
faithful to Evangelical principles. They have known the truth, and
held it fast, and "sold It not;" and they deserve all the encouragement which those who love Evangelical truth can give them.
Evangelical effort has indeed been put forth to a remarkable extent
in Oxford, and it has made repeated advances, especially during the
last few years. Wycliffe Hall, which was eRtablished to train young
candidates for the ministry in' distinctly Protestant and Evangelical
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principles, has been doing a splendid work under the direction of
its excellent Principal, the Rev. F. J. CHAVASSE, and it has been
growing wonderfully. The number of resident students there is now
larger than ever; a beautiful chapel has been built, the oak seats
and panelling (for which all the money has been received by the
Principal) will very shortly be fixed; the dining hall has been
enlarged, six or eight new sets of rooms have been built, and a still
larger addition is projected.
The Christian Union, the Missionary
Union, and the Greek Testament class also are well carried on in the
Hannington Hall, a noble building, which was opened in 1897.
Turning to the Oxford p~rishes, we notice that the well-known and
venerable Canon CHRISTOPHER has just built a large new infants'
school, at a cost of nearly £2,000. St. Peter-Ie-Baily has erected
handsome new schools, now free of debt, at a cost of £3,670. Holy
Trinity has spent considerable sums on church renovation and school
improvement; and St. Ebbe's is now at work enlarging and improving
its girls' school. This is very encouraging, especially in these days
of so much retrograde movement.
Visiting Oxford reminded me very forcibly of the great and good
Bishop SAMUEl, WALDEGRAVE, for he had a most distinguished career
there. He commenced as an undergraduate of the ancient college of
Balliol, of which WYCLIFFE "lras at one time Master, and from which
he practically started on his vigorous campaign against the errors
of the Church of Rome.
We can imagine Mr. WALDEGRAVE as a
young student entering that venerable college, little thinking perhaps
of the successes which he would achieve there, for he had a very
lowly opinion of himself and of his abilities. Born of a noble family,
the son of an Earl, and endowed with remarkable talents, he was
nevertheless one of the most humble-minded of men, and I am sure
that he would have said that it was Divine grace which made him so.
He must have studied with unwavering diligence, and made the very
best use of his time at College, for when he arrived at the end of his
undergraduate course and went in for his degree, he attained the very
highest possible distinctions. He gained a Double-First degree, being
first class in classics, and first class in mathematics, and in the latter
subject he was so proficient, that his examiners awarded him a
separate place by himself beyond the other students who had also
gained a first class. Soon afterwards he was elected to a Fellowship
at All Souls' College, and in 1842 he was ordained, and commenced
He was ordained to the
his faithful and most useful ministry.
curacy of St. Ebbe's Church in Oxford, where the celebrated Mr.
ROBERTSON of Brighton also commenced his ministry. As I stood in
St. Ebbe's Church, and in the pulpit of that church, I thought of
those two distinguished men preaching there. They must have been
very different from each other; Mr. ROBERTsoN giving utterance to
striking thoughts and expressions in a remarkably forcible and eloquent
maJ:mer, which subsequently made his preaching so popular, and
ensured a wide circulation for his printed sermons; but seemingly
wanting in a knowledge of the deeper truths of the Gospel, which
Mr.. WALDEGRAVE so delighted to proclaim; or, if he possessed that
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knowledge, he kept it in the background, as it were, whereas Mr.
WALDEGRAVE placed it in the foreground, and proclaimed it with
great clearness and faithfulness. Mr. WALDEGRAVE'S preaching was
not confined to St. Ebbe's Church, for he repeatedly occupied the
University pulpit in St. Mary's, and there he delivered some striking
sermons, which were afterwards published under the title of The
Way of Peace, and, Christ Crucified, the CMist fo1' this and evety
Age,. and when he was appointed "Bampton Lecturer" (one of
the highest honours which his University could bestow upon him),
he gave a series of learned lectures, which were afterwards, widely
circulated-no less than 1,500 copies being printed and sold-and
w1:J.ich faithfully carried out the wishes of the founder of the lectures.
CANON B"UIPTOK, of Salisbury, namely: "to confirm and establish
the Christian faith." Very different indeed have been some lectures
which have been recently given under the same foundation and ill
the same place, for their object seemed to be rather to throw
discredit upon the Christian faith, than to "confirm and establish" it.
Mr. WALDEGRAVE laboured very diligently whilst he was curate
of St. Ebbe's, especially in the poorer parts of that parish; and, in
conjunction with some like-minded workers, he was the means of
having a new c4urch built in it-that of Holy Trinity-and a new
district formed for it, the first ecclesiastical district which was
formed under the well-known and useful Act of Sm ROBERT PEEL.
SlR ROBERT PEEL was so much gratified at Mr. WALDEGRAVE'S
promptitude in taking advantage of his Act, that he appointed him
to be the first incumbent of that new church and district.
Holy Trinity Church is a thoroughly substantial and well-built
structure, and it seems to be a most suitable place of worship for a poor
district. It ha-~ no meretricious ornaments about it-no" super-altar,"
candles, crucifix, or anything of the kind j the Ten Commandmentswhich the Ritualists seem to dislike almost as much as the Papistsare put up in a prominent position, and everything about it seems
to be just as its founder would have wished it to be. As I stood
within its walls I thought of the intense interest which the future
good Bishop must have taken in its erection, as he did in everything
which he undertook, entering into and investigating even small
details, and ,thoroughly carrying out the scriptural maxim, "'Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might j" and I
wondered whether he had any idea that this was to be the first of a long
series of similar works in which he was to be engagt'd. In his great
northern diocese afterwards, he took part in the erection, re-building,
or enlargement of no less than thirty-one churches and thirty-six
parsonage-houses, as well as the formation or augmentation of thirtynine benefices. Truly in good works he was superabundant, and
humanly speaking, this was a means of cutting short his days on
earth, for he died at the comparatively early age of fifty-two. But
he rests from his labours, and his works follow him, and he has
experienced for himself the fulfilment of his own words, spoken after
the decease of another great and good man-Dr. JEUNE, Bishop of
Peterborough, "Happy, happy shall that man be upon whose tomb
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can be written the motto which inspiration has dictated, and which
may, I am sure, be placed upon the tomb of the good man I am
speaking of, 'After he had served his generation by the will of
God, he fell asleep.''' This motto might indeed be rightly inscribed
on BISHOP WALDEGRAVE'S tomb. I am glad to hear that his only son
is following in his footsteps.
DR. JEUNE was a distinguished Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxford,
and he is probably well remembered by many persons outside his
College and his diocese by a very remarkable sermon which he
preached before the University of Oxford, and which was published
soon after he preached it.
In that sermon occurs the following
striking passage :-" Sure I am that the full faith of Christ is
required by our Epiritual wants, and produces, by the sustenance
which it plentifully yields, that witness within the believer, which, as
St. John writes, corroborates even the testimony of the Spirit, and the
water, and the blood.
In those dark hours when man is made to
possess the iniquities of his youth-when the arrows of the Almighty,
the poison whereof drinketh up the spirit, rankle in the soul,-a
miserable comforter would he prove who should preach only the
example set forth by the death of Christ. That example the sinner
has not followed; and he knows and feels that he is condemned by it.
In vain would he be told the cross is a declaration of unconditional
mercy; for conscience, knowing full well that 'the wages of sin is
death,' and convinced that' the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all unrighteousness,' would give the lie at once to such a
mutilated Gospel. Let me hear, when I am on the bed of death,
that Christ died in the stead of sinners, of whom I am chief;
that He was forsaken of God, during those fearful agonies, because He
had taken my place; that on His cross I paiJ the penalty of all
my guilt. Let me hear, too, that His blood c1eanseth from all sin;
and that I may now appear before the bar of God, not as pardoned
only, but as innocent.
Let me realize the great mystery of the
reciprocal substitution of Christ and the believer, or rather their
perfect unity-He in them, and they in Him-which He has expreSSly
taught. And let me believe, that as I was in effect crucified in
Calvary, He will in effect stand before the throne in my personmine the sin, His the penalty; His the shame, mine the glory; His
the thorns, mine the crown j His the merits, mine the reward.
Verily, Thou shalt answer for mc, 0 Lord, my Righteousness. In
Thee have I trusted, let me "never be confounded." Would that there
were more preaching of this kind in all the pulpits of our land!
Time would fail me to mention all the great and remarkable men
of whom Oxford might remind us, but I will just allude ·to one more,
the celebrated Mr. CECIL. I was reminded of him when visiting the
interesting Botanical Gardens in Oxford.
Mr. CECIL was in those
Gardens one day, and he noticed that one of the trees there was sawn
half through. He asked the curator, or one of the attendants of the
Gardens, what was the Ieason of this, and the reply which he received
was :-" We found that this was the only way to make this tree
bring forth fruit. 'Ve tried other means, but they did not succeed,
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the tree possessed such strength, and gathered such a superabundance
of sap from the eartp., that it produced nothing but barren wood and
leaves. Since, however, this last expedient has been adopted, and the
supply of sap has been restricted, it has borne fruit well." Mr. CECIL
said that he then learned a useful lesson. He was reminded that the
Heavenly Husbandman may find it necessary sometimes to de&l in a
similar manner with the trees which He is rearing in His spiritual
garden.
He trains and prunes them, and sometimes He finds it
necessary to do even more than this, and to cut off their connections with
earth and earthly things; but in acting thus He makes them produce
good fruit, which otherwise they would never produce, and He prepares
them. for being transplanted into His heavenly garden, where they
will be fruitful and useful, happy, beautiful, and glorious for ever.
Hatjord Rectory, Fari/lgdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

"WHAT SHE IS DOING."
(Written [Of" a dear Friend bereaved of her Mother.)

in the city,
Far from earthly din,
Where there is no sorrow,
Where there is no sin.
Wearing glistening raiment,
Pure as lilies white;
Shining like the angels,
Or the stars of light.
~tanding in the Presence
Of the Bridegroom-King,
Who redeemed her dearly
By His suffering.
Looking up with rapture
At His glorious face,
Drawing down His gazes
Of exceeding grace.
RESTING

Bearing aye His image
In the seraphs' sigb.t;
Showing thus His wisdom,
Skill, and heavenly might.
Striking golden harp-strings,
With the harpers choice;
Singing perfect praises
With a perfect voice.
Giving wondrous gladness
To the Bridegroom bright,
By adoring meetlyLoving Him aright.
Waiting for her darling,
Whose heart tears now fall,
Whom the Bridegroom loveth,
Whom He soon will call.
ISA.

I AM sure if we could with a more lively faith grasp our God
as a Covenant God, we should be less restless. If He doth "all things
according to the counsel of His will," what is the use of all our
worry? Nothing can alter that will, and His purpose must be right;
and yet, when even we acknowledge this, we worry and worry still.
I have been much struck lately with the frequent expression in the
Scriptures, "And God saith." Very well, nothing will or can alter
it What He saith, He will verily perform. Is it a prophecy 1 All
the opposition of His enemies will not hinder its fulfilment. Is it a
promise 1 He will most certainly carry it. out Is it an assertion in
connection with the discipline of His people 1 It must be \I ell. He
doeth all things, not after the counsel of our wills, bnt after the
counsel of His own.-The late Geor,qe Cowell.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. A. T. PIERSON, D.D.
THE name of the Rev. Dr. PIERSON is too well known on both sides
of the Atlantic as that of an expositor of God's Word and a powerful
writer on Christian topics to need any introduction in these pages. His
latest publication, the Life of the late Mr. MULLER, of Bristol, was
recently brought under the notice of our readers-a work demanding
exceptional ability to execute, and one altogether worthy of the pen
of the great American divine. We are indebted to a Transatlantic
journal for the following sketch of Dr. PIERSON'S earlier career.
Since this appeared he has laboured much, aud with marked blessing,
in England-in London, Brighton, Bristol, and other great centres. It
would be a great accession to the cause of God's truth among us were
this gifted and faithful witness for the truth to settle permanently
in England. Nor are we altogether without hope that his ministerial
services may be thus providentially ordered. Dr. PIERSON was to have
spoken at Clifton Confe!ence last year, but was, at the last moment,
obliged to cancel his engagement in consequence of illness. Turning
now to the article in the Joumalist (New York), \\'e find the
appended sketch of Dr. PIERSON:"There seems to be some subtle quality in the rare American
atmosphere that gives to Americans the alertness, push, and vivacity
which so generally characterize them. In these respects Dr. ARTHUR
T. PIERSON is typical of our race.
Slender in figure, he shows
as much vitality and vim as would suffice for any three ordinary
sons of steady-going John Bull.
What position this go-a-headism
might have attained for him in the department of commerce or
politics we cannot attempt to guess. v\That it has done for him, in
the good providence of God, is to give him a leading place among
the Evangelical pulpit luminaries of to-day, in a land where almost
every man considers himself fit to rule the Senate or to fill the
Presidential chair.
" "\¥hether or not Dr. PIERSON is a born preacher, he was certainly
born to preach. He has been doing little or nothing else since he
was twenty years of age; he is now fifty. A native of New York
City, he gained his first experiences of Christian work in destitute
parts of that capital. There he learned the secret of self-possession in
extempore speech-a secret which many a member of Congress, and
many a paper-bound preacher, would give something to acquire to the
same degree. Of his early religious impressions we know nothing, uut.
it is on record that he was admitted to the fellowship of the Presbyterian
Church at the age of fifteen.
"After passing through college and theological seminary, he was
, licensed' to preach, by the New York Presbytery, at twenty-three,
and some months aftenvards was installed as Pastor of a church in
Binghampton, N.Y. This, curiously enough, was a Congregational
church; but the custom of pastoral interchange between one denomination and another appears to be a thing as common here as it is
rare in Great Britain. Three years later he retmned to the Presbyterian
fold, and successfully filled pastorates at Waterford, N.Y.; Detroit,
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Mich.; Indianapolis, Ind., and Philadelphia, where he still ministers
to the well-known Bethany Presbyterian Church, where the Hon. J OH~
WANNAMAKER is the Superintendent of a Sunday School enrolling
over 2,600.
"Dr. PrERsoN is one of the choice spirits whom Mr. MOODY gathers
around him in his conferences and summer schools at Northfield.
Among the men who gather there, none p.xcel him in extensive
acquaintance, both with the letter and the soul of Scripture, or in
lucidity of exposition. Indeed, the marked peculiarity of his present
teaching a~d preaching is its Biblical character. His studies, we
believe, are almost confined to the Word of God in the original tongues.
His method is systematic to a degree. His motto is, ' Search, meditate,
compare.' In his favourite copy of the "Bible he has written at the
beginning of each book a synopsis of its contents, besides much
marginal matter, which makes the volume thoroughly self-contained,
and one from which, at any moment, he can pour out a flood of
pungent, practical talk, drawn from the hoarded stores of memory,
and suggested by his own annotations. During last year's 'Summer
School for Bible Study' among students at Mount Hermon, it was
something to see the way in which the worthy Doctor kept. the young
men's pencils going. In half an hour he gave them matter enough
for two months' rumi.nation. He addresses Sunday School teachers
iri Philadelphia, at the Y. M. C. A. Hall, on Saturday afternoons,
without denominational distinction, and has an audience of twelve
hundred.
"Bible study is not Dr. PrERsoN'S sole' hobby '-a hobby, by the
way, which it is impossible to ride to death. He is equally intense
on the subject of foreign missions. In speech he is clear, precise, and
intellectual, rather than pathetic; but few men, we venture to say,
can give a more rousing and stimulating presentment of the claims of
the wide, wide world on the Church of Christ.
In this matt.er of
taking the Gospel to the unevangelised heathen, he is entirely a man
after Mr. HUDSON TAYLOR'S heart. He believes the thing can be
done in a very few years if the Church will put a united shoulder
to the wheel. To the cold and calculating eye of prudence some of
his ideas may seem Utopian, as for instance, his proposal, broached
at Northfield two years ago, that there should be a World Conference
of all the Evangelical Churches, in order that they might at once
apportion out between their forces every unevangelised spot on the
known surface of the globe.
No doubt it can be done; few of us,
however, have the faith to believe that it will-just yet.
"Dr. PIERSON has published several books. Many Infallible P1'oojs
(published by Mr. F. H. REV ELL, of New York and Chicago) is 'a
series of practical chapters on the Evidences of Christianity, or the
Written and Living Word of God.' An enthusiastic reviewer thus
describes it: 'It sweeps along, with its matchless method of accumulativ3 reasoning, like a resistless tornado, gathering volume and force
as it goes, till seemingly no sceptical theories can stand before his
arguments.'
"Another book, The Crisis of Missions (JAMES NrsBET and Co.), has
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attracted much attention.
We may again quote from a review :'Surely if the inspiration 3.nd tbe force of this book were imbibed
and felt, there would be a mighty uprising, a grand anointing, and
a holy crusade, to storm tbe kingdom of darkness all along the line.'
"Beside these he has published Keys to the Word, and Evangelistic
W01'k. These utterances will serve to show that Dr. PIERSON'S fervour
of thought and feeling is not dissipated by being filtered through
his pen. That pen, we may add, is kept nearly as busy as his tongue.
He writes much, and his contributions are distributed over some
tbirty different religious magazines and papers. And this in addition
to his preaching and pastoral work in connection with Betbany
Church, which itself constitutes a vast field of effort, chiefly among
the working class. The buildings, embracing the Church and Sunday
School Hall (each capable of holding 2,500 to 3,000 persons) cover half
a block, and represent a money value of 250,000 dols.. The fame of
Bethany School, for size and perfection of arrangement, has gone
throughout the world. In this building a lay college is held from
September to May, and something is going on almost every evening.
Bethany Church is
There is a large corps of earnest workers.
practically under the free-pew system.
"Dr. PIERSON believes that modern preaching, as a rule, aims at
literary excellence rather than saving power. If lacks Biblical matter
and spirit, and fails to drive the alTOWS of conviction home upon the
individual conscience. Churches are too costly and exclusive, 3.nd
the Gospel is not carried to the poor. Dr. PIERSON is himself a proof
that there need be no mutual repulsion between culture and spiritual
power. His knowledge seems to be encyclopredic, but instead of
smothering, it only serves to feed the flame of his untiring zeal."
We trust that Dr. PIERSON will be spared for many years to
uphold the cause of God's truth, and to witness against the religious
errors of the day.
SWEET THOUGHTS.
THERE are no complaints more commonly heard amongst believers
than of the poor work they make of praying, praising, and thanksgiving. Hence they often become painfully afraid !est their poor
utterances should never obtain a hearing. But always remember
the great Intercessor, who stands day and night before God, to
receive the prayers of His dear people, and to present them before
the throne. They should also remember the sufferings and death of
Christ, His obedience and infinite rightevusness-even the whole sum
of His precious merits-make intercession for them, and, as it were,
pray with them 1 This sweet and blessed truth will give unction
to their petitions, and whatsoever they ask (if it be in accordance
with His will) they will receive of Him.-K1·ummacher.
NEITHER height of magnificence nor depth of abasement can separate
a saint from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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BEREAVEMENT.
VERY REV. DEAN LAw, D.D.

By THE LATE

(Concluded from page 548.)

THE loss which brings these comforts to your heart is not an
arrow from a hostile bow.
This trial calls you to especial prayer. It is the Spirit's rule.
"Is any among you afflicted 1 let him pray" (James v. 13).
Happy affliction which inspirits prayer! Our hearts are prone to
cleave to earth-to nestle in soft ease-to shun the effort of wrestling
with God. Such indolence is injury, and tends to penmy of soul,
and is a barrier to a flood of joys. It is a loving hand which shakes
this rest. The rod is kind which drives a truant son to school.
Absalom fires the fields of Joab to obtain an interview (2 Sam xiv. 30).
The voice of mercy in this trial calls, My son, come hold more
close and constant converse with Me. What! if an ear on earth be
dead, yom gain is vast if you talk more with God. Unlock your
care. Pent up vapour may do deadly hmt. Let it fly heavenward.
The dove will return with olive-leaf.
Quicken now the art of intercourse with heaven. Live more a,bove.
Then when you, too, go hence, you will but move from God to God.
In better place, you will retain like company. Abounding prayer will
intr~duce abounding praise. 'fhe matter will be changed; communion
will ,'be one. The grief is gain which thus enlivens prayer.
Here faithfulness must warn that enemies infest the mourner's path.
Double the watch on every avenue of Satan's entrance. He now
draws near, expectant of admission. He well knows his favourable
times. Dark clouds encompass you. You sit alone. In darkness
the thief goes forth. The lonely traveller is attacked. Jesus
alone and weak, is tried by all the powers of hell. Job's solitary
woe lays bare his breast. The arrow quickly seeks him, "Curse
God and die" (Job ii. 9). Unnerved by sadness, you are open
to the wily whisper, Is this the proof of heavenly love 1 is this the
pressure of a tender hand 1 are these the dealings of beneficence 1
Ilurely this sorrow might have been withheld 1 Thus Satan will strive
to inject hard thoughts.
You may not listen or hold parlance. In holy horror turn the back.
The sun is not removed when clouds obscure the rays. God seems
to leave, that we may seek Him with more speed. It is a noble
word, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him" (Job xiii. 15).
This gale is rough, but let it dri ve you to a Father's arms, and it
will not be adverse. Win now another victory for unwavering faith,
and show its power to trust amid all storms.
You now have precious opportunity. Let it not escape unused.
Many eyes observe you. Let them see your shining light and
God-like lineaments.
Let meek submission" Christ-like patience,
unmurmuring acquiescence gild as a halo your bereaved state. Let
it be seen how firmly you trust God-how confidingly you drink the
bitter cup~how lovingly you bow before the rod~how unreservedly
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you bless the chastening hand. Thus your reality may convince where
previous arguments have failed. Thus many may be led to say,
Surely the anchor is strong which holds the ship in such a stormthe rock is firm which such a billow cannot shake-the joy is true
which even now faints not-the help is precious which can thus
sustain. Is there not comfort in the hope that your demeanour may
win others to receive the truth of God, and cause some doubting
heart to cry, This people shall be our people-this God our Godthis Saviour our Saviour-we will now welcome Christ as ours for ever!
You will reap comfort too, if from this grief more Christian zeal
shall spring. Perhaps hitherto your soul has slept on downy beds
Precious indeed they are.
'rheir cup is
of hopes and promises.
mantled to the brim with joy, and we may drink abundantly.
"Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, Rejoice " (Phil. iv. 4).
But it is sickly faith which only muses and plucks flowers.
Real
grace will toil with hand on the plough, and feet in the furrows.
Without activity health fails.
By motion the limbs and sinews
strengthen. By exercise we grow to the measq.re of the stature of
the fulness of Christ.
At this moment ask your conscience, whether your loins are girtyour lamps burning-your spirits ardent in well-doing. Is it your
morning question, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do 1" (Acts ix. 6).
Rest not until you can reply, "Lord, here am I, send me" (Isaiah vi. 8).
Another cannot indicate your special call. But urgent work is surely
at your door. The poor-the sick-the ignorant encircle you. These
you may visit-relieve-oomfort-teach. A chair awaits you beside
dying beds. As hart pants for the' water-brooks, so many a broken
spirit longs for the tidings which your lips might bring. Haunts of
misery and vice invite your steps. With loving words you may arrest
the wandering sheep. Timely counsel may rescue many from hell's
gates, and pluck brands from eternal burning. Angels have no such
privilege.
While then you sorrow, arm yourself for work. And limit not your zeal
to home-to family-to parish-to neighbourhood-to native land.
Much need is here. More is beyond. Traverse the globe in thought.
What deserts of heathen night! What nations, tribes, and peoples, fast
locked in chains of death! Perishing masses cry aloud, "Come over
and help us" (Acts xvi. 19). Behold those countless idols-each seems
to reproach you for suffering it so long to rule and to deceive.
Say not, you have no wings to fly to distant climes. Be it so.
But you have means to speed heroic champions longing to go forth.
You may forego some luxury-deny some cost-restrain some lavish
taste, and thus have means to swell missionary funds. You may
collect and circulate intelligence. Your fire may kindle many energies.
Your example may proclaim the Christian duty. Your tongue may
tell the heathen need.
'l'hus your friend's death may be the birthday of new happiness.
It is ever true that in activity there is a glow of healthy joy. In
the delight of holy work mourners have no time to mourn. Self
and distress give place to lively guests.
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You will find, too, that in his toil the Gospel-labourer receives
good wages. There is repayment in the thought, By grace I do my
best for Him, who has done all for me By the Spirit's help I live
for Him, who lived and died and lives again, my Saviour and my God.
His eye is ever on me. So too my eye is ever toward Him. He has
my all, who is my all. Poor and scanty is my best service-but such
as it is, I place it at His feet, and realize by faith an accepting
smile-and foretaste the welcome, "Wdl done, good and faithful
servant." May you resolve in your affiiction thus to labour-thus
to joy-thus to win jewels for your heavenly crown.
This comfort now seeks mourners. May many through it gain
conformity to J eSlls-our elder Brother-the Man of Sorrows-the
acquainted with grief-·who drank of the brook by the way, and now
lifts up the head.
When the deceased lived one with Christ-when holy walk reflected
genuine faith-when pious course proved the indwelling Spirit, a
legacy of solid comfort is bequeathed. This should be duly prized.
It is the spring of happiest thought. It may be with devoted love
-with anxious watching-with ceaseless care to smooth the dying
road-with all appliances to minister relief, you nursed your loved
one to the gate of death. Perhaps looks of love were interchanged,
and parting words affectionately breathed. In a moment the spirit
winged its flight. '1'he cage was opened, and the bird was gone.
You anxiously inquire, Whither, ah! whither is it fled 1 This
earth is left-what is the new home reached 1 The fleshy house is
void, where is the recent inmate 1 The lifeless clay gives no reply.
Reason may guess, and darken counsel with mists upon mists of vain
surmise. Conjecture may dream dreams. Long labyrinths of thought
may puzzle and fatigue, and mazy wanderings leave you wandering
still.
But here the Bible dissipates all doubt, and guides to an enchanting
view. The upraised veil reveals a scene, in which reality of blessedness resides. Open the eye of faith and soberly behold. Speculation
has no ueed to lend its wings. A faithful record courts attention.
Receive its plain import. It is true as the truth of God-bright as
the heaven of heavens-resplendent with a blaze of bliss. It fills
a cup of comfort to the brim.
Mark the first proclamation. It loudly and clearly tells, that the
redeemed spirits free from earthly tel:ement are instantly with Christ.
This is the Spirit's statement by the lips of Paul, "We are confident,
I say, and willing rather to be ahsent from the body, and to be
present with the Lord" (2 Cor. v. 8). Can words be more explicit 1
If sacred terms do not deceive, it is true, that to escape the body
is conjunction with the Lord. So soon as Christians leave this earth,
presence with the Lord is gained.
Paul is again inspired to sppak. Hear and believe. "I am in a
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with
Christ, which is far better" (Phi!. i. 23). No doubt can cloud the
fact, that to go hence is to join Christ. The saint's departure bears
him to the Saviour's side.
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Again, approach the cross and listen while the dying speak.
Amazing light breaks on the contrite thief. He finds a Saviour on
the accursed tree. In lively faith he cries, "Lord, remember me
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." There was no pause-no
hesitation-no demur-no doubtful answer. At once a sparkling
promise is announced-a promise cheering mourners through all time
cheering you in this hour of trial. "Verily I Eay unto thee, To-day
shalt thou be with Me in paradise" (Luke xxiii. 42, 43).
What sunbeams shine from Calvary! Amid them bright is the truth,
that death conveys believers to the company of Christ. The hour
of death is· new birth to transcendent life.
Come, listen yet again. Jesus speaks. Mysteriously He communes
with the Father. "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast
. given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory,
which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the fOllndation
of the world " (John xvii. 24). He prays-the prayer is surely, heard.
He more than prays. He states His will-the will as of J ehovah's
fellow. The prayer and will doubly secure a blessed union. Dying
believers must then go to Him.
Can you need more? Heaven's signet seals this truth.
Blessed announcement! happy tidings! IllOst enrapturing news!
most cheering revelation! What joy-what ecstacy-what tlansportwhat delight here sound with trumpet-tongue·! All that most ardent
hope expected becomes fruition-all that faith pictured is outshoneall that Scripture taught is fully verified. The faithful pastor-the
assuring friend-gave but slight outline. Jesus-the precious J esusthe adored Lord of salvation-the wondrous pm'chaser of wondrous
redemption is now seen-seen with no intervening mist-seen not
remotely by the telescope of faith-but face to face in all His beautyall His glory-arrayed in all His majesty-bright in all His smiles of
love. There is no dull obscurity: the blissful spirits view Him as
He is. There is no distance: nearness cannot be more near. There
is no partial discovery: they know Him, even as they are known.
This is no momentary glance: they gaze for ever.
Can you repine, while the unfettered spirit thus bathes in an ocean
of unfathomable bliss 1 Think of the recent state. Think of the
sure exchange. Do you not hear a ,oice, "W·eep not for me? The
blessed Jesus seeIllS to touch this chord. Let it now vibrate through
your thankfnl heart. His followers heard, "I go away." They heard
and sorrowed. He checks in tone betokening reproach. Do you thus
show the truth of your affection? This grief is selfishness. Would
kindness hold me back from glory? ,. If ye loved Me, ye would
rejoice because I said, I go unto the Father: for My Father is greater
than I" (John xiv. 28). Should you not sirnilarly joy, beca.use
another saint has reached the Lord?
With Scripture guidance we may yet advance. It is proved, that
conjunction with the Lord is gained. This is the crown of crowns.
This is the pinnacle of joy. But this high tree has branches laden
with diversity of fruit. We are invited to partake of all. This central light shines in a firmament of many stars. We may examine each.
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We read, that he who overcometh, shall "go no more out" (Rev..
iii. 12). There is rich transport in this knowledge of unceasing
dwelling. Paradise is really reached.
Its threshold is indubitably
passed. The soul is truly safe. Salvation verily is won-eternal
happiness is a grasped prize-heaven's portals have received a
permanent inmate. Admitted spirits abide for ever.
Ponder this bliss secure from diminution. While the body held
the spirit, fears and tremblings were its daily lot.
Timidity oft
dimmed the Gospel-page, and veiled the promises, and closed the
ears to the assuring voice, and raised all phantoms of distracting
doubts. Mountains on mountains raised their heights. The way
appeared to be both long and steep. Threatening pitfalls and en·
tangling snares beset the path. Satan came forth 1yith all his legion
mighty .to impede. The thought arose, How can this tiny bark
reach the safe haven through foaming billows-against raging winds
-amid such rocks-such shoals-such treacherous sands 7 David's
misgiving brought faintness to the heart. "I shall no,,' perish one
day by the hands of Saul" (1 Sam. xxxii. 1).
Where now is this vast host of haunting fears 7 As smoke before
the wind they are dispersed. They are deep buried, never more to
rise. The journey is accomplished-the race is run-the crown of
victory is gained-the perils of the voyage are p!1ssed-the peaceful
haven has received the bark-it floats in waters ruffied by no storm.
Safety cannot be more safe. Picture the joy of apprehensions left
behind, and certain bliss most tightly grasped. 'l'his certainty is
real to all the dead in Christ. What solace to surviving friends!
Scriptme presents a page of larger joy. It shows the spirit
reposing in meads of sunny rest. Rest! how sweet the term to
worn-out labourers on earth. But this is the heaven-sent word:"Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.
Yea, saith the Spirit, that~ they may rest from their laboms, and
their works do follow them" (Re:>. xiv. 13),
Earth to the Christian is a scene of toil. He is a warrior in a
busy camp. Daily he fights the fight of faith.
The foe rests not.
His arrows ever fly. Here is the open conflict: there is the secret
ambush. One arm must hold the shield of faith; the other must
upraise the Spirit's sword. Each day brings battle, and in battle is
no rest.
His home, too, is a constant watch-tower, not only from the foe
without, but also from indwelling traitors. The heart swarms with
inborn corruptions, each striving to gain sway. The word is sadly
true, "The flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against
the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17). There are daily
sighs, "When I would do good, evil is present with me." "I delight
ill the law of God after the inward man: but I find another law in
my members warring against the law of my ,mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members"
,cRom. vii. 21-23). A sentinel must guard the portals of the lips.
Yigilancemust keep the feet from evil ways, and turn the eyes from
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unimproving sights, and close the ears to graceless converse. Thus
every day is weary watchfulness.
There is, too, the husbandman's employ. The heart is a field
requiring constant cult,ure. What fallow ground must be ploughed
up! what seed from Scripture must be cast abroad! what tares-what
weeds must be uprooted! what budding graces must be diligently
tended! what fences must be raised against destroying beasts! Early
and late with agonizing prayer the work must be pushed on. Such
is the ceaseless toil. Ease takes not heaven by storm.
But the happy dead now rest. The flesh is left behind-corruptions.
are deep buried in the grave-evil suggestions can no more disturbthe devil sets no foot in Paradise. This rest cannot be broken. Let
us consider and give thanks!
It must not be ignored, that here believers have sweet tastes of
rest. There are "green pastures" where the sheep repose. " Still
waters" court their feet. Each one can sing, "I sat down under His
shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste"
(Canticles ii. 3). The precious invitation calls, "Come unto Me, an
ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"
(Matt. xi. 29). But this repose of soul consists with outward conflict.
It is rest amid incessant tossings of unrest.
True is the testimony, "We which have believed do enter into rest"
(Heb. iv. 3). This rest of faith is real, precious, reviving. Faith sees
salvation fully purchased by the work of Christ-redemption earned
by His most perfect merits-all sins washed out by His all-expiating
blood-all the Church beauteous in His beauty-bright in His
righteousness-consu=atcly complete in Him. It marks the fabric
towering above heaven, and ceases from all efforts to add needles;;
stones. But faith falls short of sight. It fluctuates-it waversit flags-it totters-at times it seems to be inertly dying. The rest,
of sight is changeless. It never ebbs-it is the tide in fullest flow.
It never wanes-it is the sun in mid-day blaze. It never fades-it
is a full-blown flower-ever fresh. Such rest is undisturbed, and
undisturbable. The faithful dead have reached it.
Let us draw near to our Gospel-record. These frames are liable
to countless pains. No care can totally avert. No skill can give
sure cure. Affiicted sufferers find no ease by day; and tossings to
and fro wear out the hours of night. But pain expires, when the
body dies. It is distinctly said, "Neither shall there be any more
pain" (Rev. xxi. 4). And again, "The inhabitant shall not say, I
am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their
iniquity" (Isaiah xxxiii. 24). Keen was your sorrow when perhaps
you witnessed pains beyond relief. W'ill you not now give thanks
for those whom malady can no more touch 1
,
Believers, although taught that death befriends them, draw back
with shudder from its touch. The blessed Jesus shrunk from the
repelling cup. Faith truly tells, that" when they pass through the
waters, He will be with them; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow them; when they walk through the fire they shall not
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon them" (Isaiah xliii. 2).
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But nature is averse to chilly waters and the scorching flame. Thus
dread anticipations trouble.
Perhaps you know well these solemn thoughts. Then count them
happy who have passed the shadows of the vale. Scripture says,
"There shall be no more death" (Rev. xxi. 4). Reject not this
consoling thought.
The godly have most grievous anguish from ungodly men. Such
openly oppose-and secretly malign-and cruelly reproach: "The
poison of asps is under their lips." The Spirit testifies, "Arise ye,
and depart, for this is not your rest, because it is polluted"
(Micah ii. 10). The Psalmist sighs, "Oh! that I had wings like a
dove, then would I flee away and be at rest." Death bears the godly to
the realms" where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary
are at rest" (Job iii. 17).
Shall we not give thanks for those delivered from such harrowing
grief ~ No wicked man will vex again-no evil sound be heard-no
calumny give pain. The atmosphere around is heaven's own peace,
and pmity, and love. Each face is bright with undissembled smiles.
It is a Gospel rule, "that we must through much tribulation enter
into the kingdom of heaven" (Acts xiv. 22). Happy they who have
these tribulations in their rear! It is so with the blessed dead.
But we are warned that coming woes shall terribly exceed what earth
has hitherto endured. "Then shall be great tribulation, such at was
not from the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall
be" (Matt. xxiv. 21). Appalling miseries will usher in the Lord's
return. But saints at home with Christ are high above these fears.
This is the signal mercy promised to Judah's humbled king. "Behold,
I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered unto
thy grave in peace, and thine eyes shall not see the evil which I
will bring upon this place" (2 Kings xxii. 20).
Mark too the comfort of the word, "The righteous perish, and no
man layeth it to heart; merciful men are taken away, none CQnsidering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. He
shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking
in his uprightness" (Isaiah lvii. 1, 2). Consider this. In happy
thought behold the blessed company screened in their peaceful Zoar,
while earth is unexampled woe.
But higher ground invites us to ascend, and brighter scenes still
court our eyes. The sight of Jesus implies perfection. Are we not
taught that to behold Him as He is, we must be like Him~ (1 John iii. 2.)
Dissimilarity excludes clear sight. The spirits clearly see Him;
therefore perfect likeness must be theirs, and spiritual faculties must
be strengthened to the full.
Former vision was obscure. Previous knowledge ,vas the pupil'S
alphabet. The earthly state was childhood. Now manhood is attained,
and tutors teach no more. Spiritual powers are fully ripened. There
is union .with the "spirits of just men made perfect" (Heb. xii. 23).
By them God is now:truly known-the mind of Jesus is thoroughly
perused-entangled providences are clear-perplexing purposes are no
longer a closed book.
The open page reveals how He loved-and
2 :s: 11
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why He loved, and all the mysteries of redemption's scheme. The
purport of each sorrow, trial, and distress is understood. A mirror
is presented, which displays in shining light the wisdom and the
love which ordered every step of every saint from cradle to the
grave. Intelligently the chorus swells, "Great and marvellous a r e ,
Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou
King of saints" (Rev. xv. 3). Oh! the transport of gazing on the
blaze of all the love of the Triune! Oh! the delight of reading the
whole history of each redeemed soul! Such is the joy of Paradise.
Can you believe thie, and withhold yoUl' thanks 1
Into this Paradise Paul was caught up. He witnessed more than
he might fully tell, but still he tells enough to give the clue to
happy contemplation. "He heard unspeakable words, which it is
not lawful for a man to utter" (2 Cor. xii.' 3). There was no
silence. Converse and praise resounded. Words surely prove the
interchange of thought, and such communion_supposes recognition.
Happy spirits mutually know then and are known. To Jesus
doubtless adoring voices mainly turn. But perfect spirits have no
limits of intelligence. The child beholds the mother at whose knees
the earliest prayer was learned, and from whose lips the precious name
-of Jesus was first heard. The fond mother renews praise when she
.smiles on her offspring washed in the redeeming blood, and saved
before the throne for e"l'"er. The pastor sees a number more than he
.dared to hope won by his teaching to the saving cross. ConYerts
gladden while faithful teachers claim them as their joy and crown
of rejoicing. Heroes of faith, whom ages, climes, and distance parted,
now compose one recognizing company.
Patriarchs-apostlesprophets, whose writings taught us, whose examples cheered, whose
warnings checked, pass in review, while every sight awakens
Hallelujahs.
But the pen mllst pause. Who can conceive the glories of the
scene, where all are known, and all are loved by all! where all are
blissful in each other's bliss! and all give thanks for universal joy!
and one harmonious chorus ascribes sa.lvation to our Triune God!
There is no jar in all their praise-no discord in their worship-no
jealousy in all their joy. Grace reigns. Pure praise preYails. The
-only rivalry is rivalry of love. Such is the joy which meets believers
when they soar away. Is not the thought no\\" joy to you?
This joy is vast indeed, but it is not complete. It is perfect so
far as the spirit parted from the body can rejoice. But body is
required to constitute entirety of man. The absence of this essential
part makes happiness but partial. Perfect consummation tarries for
reunion. For this the happy spirits wait. 'fhey know this fulness
to be sure. They know it to be near. They joy in the prospect,
that yet a little while they shall surround their Lord descending to
revisit the earth. Then He will call their sleeping bodies from
their -graves. Then the awakened dust will be arrayed with glory,
and spiritual tenements receive their former inmates. This is perfection-perfection in glory, perfection without end.
Who will not cry, We bless Thee, 0 God, for the redemption
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in Christ Jesus ! We bless Thee for all the joys of faith on earth.
We bless Thee for those now living in Thy holy service-we bless
Thee for those departed in Thy faith and fear-we bless Thee for
all the bliss of disembodied spirits in Thy presence-we bless Thee
for the coming consummat.ion of resurrection-life. To Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost be glory without end!
Let mourners say, Amen, and in their mourning they will smile.

CLIFTON CONFERENOE.
THE following circular announcing the Thirty-seventh Annual Clifton
Conference, to be held at the Victoria Rooms, October 3rd, 4th, and
5th, has been issued by the Rey. JAMES ORMISTON:BELOVED FELLOW BELIEVERS IN OHRIST,-Yet once more, for the
twentieth time, the valued privilege is granted me of inviting you to
the Clifton Conference. God willing, the Thirt.y-seventh Meeting of
this annual assemblage of His people will be held at the Victoria
Rooms, Clifton, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, October 3rd,
4th, and 5th.
From the first meeting of these edifying Conferences, the rallying
point maintained has been the distinctive truth of God, as revealed in
His written Word, upheld by the Protestant reformers and martyrs of
the sixteenth century, contended for by the doctrinal Puritans, and
reasserted by the faithful witnesses who led the Evangelical Hevival
a hundred years ago. The forthcoming Oonference is invited to meet
on this doctrinal basis, unmodified by denominational considerations, or
by the more popular teaching of the lax times in which we live, and
in unabated loyalty to those principles of Ohristian brotherhood which
are dear to "all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity."
Surely, brethren, we do well at a religious crisis like the present to
unite, with resolution and persistence, in asserting our uncompromising
adherence to the pure truth of the Gospel of the Grace of God, and
in bearing testimony against the delusive theories of those who add
"the beggarly elements" of human Sacerdotalism to Christ's finished
work of atonement, and who beguile unstable souls by the inventions
and traditions of man. The greatest need of our times is faithful
witness on the part of God's people, find I have felt led to select for
consideration at the Conference the important subject of " CHHISTIAN
TESTIMONY."
The three days of the Oonvention will afford opportunity to deal
with this far-reaching topic, under the following divisions :-(1) THE
LORD'S 'WITNESSES; (2) THEIR TESTIMONY OF THE TRUTH; (3) THEIR
LORD'S PRESENT AND FUTURE APPROVAL.
The believing people of God are "the light of the world." Till
the Lord Jesus return, they are divinely commissioned to shine as
lamp-bearers, and as stewards to "hold forth the Word of Life" in
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation. "Ye are My witnesses
that I am God," was J ehovah's word, of old, to His Israel, and unto
this day His believing people are the honoured instruments of
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maintaining His righteous claims.
Their faith in God is a
constraining motive. As the Apostle, addressing the Church of
Corinth, teaches, "We having the same spirit of faith, according as
it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe,
and therefore speak; knowing that He which raised up the Lord
Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you."
Great and distinguished indeed is the privilege of grace-saved sinners,
whose vocation as a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, and a peculiar people, is to "show forth the praises of Him
who called them out of darkness into His marvellous light." Such
cannot but speak the things which they have seen and heard under
the gracious teaching and anointing of the Holy Spirit. To bear
clear, pointed, experimental, and doctrinal testimony throughout the
world is the responsibility which the Lord's stewards, in His
dispensational absence, dare not neglect by the love that they bear
for His truth. Their testimony, moreover, is closely associated in
Holy Scripture with the final purposes of God. " And this Gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations: and then shall the end come" p1:att. xxiv. 14). To be
found occupying and testifying at the hour of our Master's coming
is, surely, our fervent, prayerful desire and hope. "Therefore be ye
.also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man
·cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord
hath made ruler over His household, to give them meat in due
,season 1 Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord, when He cometh,
shall find so doing" (Matt. xxiv. 44-46).
Let us, then, brethren, come together that we may stir one another
up unto this holy service, and "so fulfil the law of Christ." The
foundation truths of the Word of God alone suffice to keep our
hearts fixed in these days of change and novelty. We do well,
therefore, to put ourselves in remembrance of these things, although
we know them, and are, in some measure, "established in the present
truth." Our fellowship in the truth during the many years of these
hallowed Conferences has indeed been profitable and refreshing. Let
us, then, unite in petitioning our God and Father that the fortheoming occasion may be one of special edification and consolation, so
that His name may be . richly glorified, and His Kingdom greatly
promoted.
Relying on your loving sympathy and intercession, I am, yours
in Christ to serve, according to His will,
.
JAMES ORMISTOK,

Rector of St. Jfary-le-Po?-t, Bristol.

3, Be1'keley Square, Clifton, B1'istol, August, 1899.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.
"So great a cloud of witnesses" Ltestifiers] (Heb. xii. 1).
"I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony
of Jesus" (Rev. xix. 10).
"The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" (Rev. xix. 10).

~

.:,

The Gospel Magazine.

623

"As thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear
witness also at Rome" (Acts xxiii. 11).
"We have testified of God that He raised up Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 15).
"And we have seen, and do tBstify, that the Father sent the Son to be
the Saviour of the world" (1 John iv. 14).
"Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time"
(1 Tim. ii. 6).
"Even as the tBstimony of Christ was confirmed in you: so that ye
come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ: who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. i. 7, 8).
" Beloved; when I gave all diligence to writB unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you, that
ye should earnestly contend for the Faith once delivered to the
saints" (Jude, 3).
" And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word
of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death"
(Rev. xii. 11).
" Be not thou therefore ashami!d of the testimony of our Lord, nor of
me His prisoner" (2 Tim. i. 8).
" For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God" (Acts xx. 27).
"Now thanks be unto God, which always maketh us to triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in
every place" (2 Cor. ii. 14).
"Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom His Lord shall
make ruler over His household, to give them their portion in due
season? Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord, when He cometh,
shall find so doing" (Luke xii. 43).
" And his Lord said unto Him, Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee
:ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord"
(Matt. xxv. 21).
" Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
P.S.-All communications having reference to the Conference
should be addressed to the" Convener," 3, Berkeley Square, Clifton,
Bristol.
OH! what deadness and coldness in prayer, till He warms the
heart and sets the tongue at liberty; then we forget surroundings,
and forget ourselves, and rising upwards towards the warmth of the
Sun of Righteousness, gain that inestimable blessing of fellowship with
the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. And so not merely in prayer,
but in all the experiences of life divine: all seems shut up and feeblethe love cold, the walk feeble, the testimony restrained-till the Holy
Spirit breaks the spell, and causes us to be happy in the Lord. We
have called it efficacious grace, and we love the word. It must be so
if God has to do with it; and if He is its Source and Sum, it must be
efficacious-that is, productive of effects which are in accordance with
His will; powerful to produce the Divine intention, and precious in
its results to poor sinners, whom it lays hold of, and brings home to
glory.-The late George COUJell.
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THE LATE EARL OF SHAFTESBURY ON THE OBSERVANCE
OF THE LORD'S DAY.
IN these days when there is a terrible tendency to desecrate the
Sabbath day and to rob men of their heaven-born privilege to
that sacred- day of rest, we think it well to direct the attention
of our readers to some memorable words spoken by the late saintly'
LORD SHAFTESBURY long ago.
Presiding at an Annual Meeting of the West of Scotland Working
Christian Institute, Bothwell Street, Glasgow, his Lordship said:"It is fifty years (that is to say, it was in the year 1832) since SIR
ANDREW AGNEW moved for a committee to inquire into the general
system of' Sabbath observance and the necessity for further legislation.
That committee was granted. I sat upon that committee.
I attended all its meetings, and we derived from its inquiries a
vast amount of information. I will not say what cause led to the
failure of the new legislation at that time.
It might, if passed,
have been effective, but certain human imprudences intervened,
and we did not get the law that we might have had, and which
we might have kept up to the present.
Now I will tell you one
remarkable thing we learned as the result of those deliberations,
At least I learned it, although, perhaps, it was not stated in public.
The committee 'desired to know how enormously important the Lord's
Day, and the worship of the Lord's Day were in the apprehension
of those who would destroy everything great and good in this land,
and who would efface every form of religion.' One of the men who
gave evidence on that occasion was the then Ordinary of Newgate.
When the day's sittings were over, I remember that gentleman
taking me aside and giving me some very remarkable information.
He said, "I was Chaplain in Ordinary at the time of the execution
of the famous Cato Street conspirators-of Thistlewood and the whole
of his adherents. They spoke to me very openly; they told me their
ultimate designs. One of them, in particular, said to me this-I
will tell you, sir. Now you may as well know the whole secret. "Ve
had views much beyond that of putting to death all the Cabinet
ministers, and beyond too the mere alteration of the Constitution.
Our purpose was to destroy throughout the length and breadth of
England, Scotland, and Ireland, wherever we coul<l lay hands
upon them, every place of worship and every form of Sabbath
observance, because we said, as long as places of worship exist the
.English and Scotch people will go into them, and so long as Scotch
and English people go into these places there is no hope of doing
anything we want in the direction we desire." So it is, and we are
virtually demolishing onr places of worship if we demolish the sanctity
and observance of the Lord's Day.
Those men were wise in their
generation when they entertained that design. I trust those things
will have effect with you, and that you still stand firmly to the
same principles that fifty years ago were enunciated with so much
vigour and determination.
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HIS WINGS.
MUSING on these words, it is instructive to note the various attitudes
of the believer in this connection. I pray the Holy Spirit, the
Illuminator, to cast His flash-light. on the soul of the reader as He
has done on my own.
First, see "Exodus xix. 4: "I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought
you unto Myself." The Lord here speaks of Israel as brought out
of Egypt-a people separated to Himself. And, dear reader, He still
brings out"':"'out of more than Egyptian bondage and oppression-the
terribly destructive power of sin, of our old Adam nature, of the darkness of death, a spiritual Israel, a people to and for and in Himself.
"Ye who sometime were far off are made nigh." So near, so very
near to God, that, as the truthful hymn proceeds to say-

"For in the Person of His Son
I am as near as He!"
Borne on eagles' wings, and brought to Himself; borne swiftly, for
the eagle flies very swiftly; borne upwards, for it flies high; borne
with strength and safety; and we know, too, we are borne tenderly,
since we are His jewels (Mal. iii. 16), and His peculiar treasure
(Psalm CKXXV. 4).
"Brought you unto Myself "-unto Myself! What volumes of
light and life, and love and joyousness, in those two words-" nnto
Myself." "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself." This
is our heaven of heavens-" God Himself shall be with them" (Rev.
xxi. 3), the height and heart of glory.
Then in Deuteronomy xxxii. 11, we read: "As an eagle . . . . .
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings;
so the Lord alone did lead him." "On her wings," so that no arrow
from beneath could touch the young until it had first pierced
through the heart of the parent bird. And to quote Dr. HAWKER
again, "I see by this delightful comparison that Thou wilt not
suffer any of Thy little ones to perish, for 'he that toucheth them
toucheth ,the apple of Thine eye;' nay, while on Thy wings, he that
destroyeth them must first destroy Thee." Oh, what a blessed
thonght, since He Himself is everlasting life; so on His wings, in Him,
thou, too, h"st everlasting life! The believer's whole being inseparably
one with the Lord Jesus, so that whatever pain or sorrow or
reproach reaches the dear child of God, has first pierced Him. His
life is in thee, and thine in Him, therefore, on His wings thou art
as a part of Himself.
Then we have one or two more thoughts about His wing. See
Ruth ii. 12: "Under whose wings thou hast come to trust." See
also Psalm xci. 4: "Under His wings shalt thou trust." This is
another step, another link in the life of His redeemed ones.
First
they are brought to Himself, then they trust. How much happiness
is conveyed in that word "trust." How much of care is rolled off.
How much of ease for the present and confidence for the future, of
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sweet dependence on another, of absolute love and rest, there is in that
little word "trust." And under" His wings shalt thou trust."
How many of us can point to prayer answered and faith rewardedto peace within and around, even amid outward circumstances which
did not, humanly speaking, offer any encouragement for the exercise of
faith! How great is the honour God puts upon His people who trust
thus in the dark, and who say, "I cannot see just now what my Father
means, but I know-I am sure-I shall by-and-by. And in this byand-by what wonderful working out-what soul-satisfying explanationwhat clear vision! There are many now living in this land of ours
"Under
who can testify to the joy of trusting under His wings.
His wings" implies being covered-not seen or seeing, but nevertheless
safe and sheltered. See, dear reader, the sweetness of being on His
wings for strength and safety from foes beneath, and under His wings
for protection from all around, covered from all harm. Oh, what a
God is thine, providing for all thy fears!
See another aspect. Trust implies the believer's feeling towards
his Lord.
Now, we see the Lord's attitude to His people more
prominently in Psalm lvii. 1, "In the shadow of Thy wings will I
make my refuge; " and Psalm xlvi. 1, " God is our refuge and strength."
He is as the hiding place, the tower, the rock, the fortress-every kind
of refuge. "In the shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge."
" I will trust in the covert of Thy wings," or, as in margin, "make
my refuge."
"Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
"Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings," prays David, in
Psalm xvii. 8.
"Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,
Till the storms of life be past."
He is the hiding-place. Oh, what would poor guilty, helpless sinners
do without Him to "hide all their transgressions from view! "
Again, Malachi iv. 2: "Healing in His wings;" for the wounded,
bleeding, sick, and faint. In Him is healing-" healing in His
wings "-those wings of righteousness, those wings of love, those
wings that hide and cover all sin-the protecting, soft, feathery,
downy, healing wings, that bear the believer aloft homeward and
heavenward. And, lastly, in Psalm !xiii. 7: "In the shadow of Thy
wings will I rejoice." There is joy abundant, joy satisfying, joy
eternal, joy unchangeable, in the shadow of His wings. "I sat down
under His shadow with great delight." Even in our time-state there
is rejoicing, and in the great " for ever" unmingled rapture.
This
is the culmination of the position, "on His wings," "in His wings,"
and" under His wings." First, we are brought to Himself, are given
the knowledge of Him, are enabled to approach Him; then follows
the intimacy producing trust; then trust has a sure refuge, and all
sorrows find their healing balm in His wings, blossoming into eternal
joy, for under the shadow of the all-enfolding wings of love and
righteousness will I rejoice-" rejoice exceedingly" (Psalm lxviii. 3).
NETTlE.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Scottish monthly, Bulwa1'k, publishes the following critique on
the immoderate love of sport which characterizes all classes of society
at the present time.
The Editor remarks :-" The mania for sport
which characterizes the close of the nineteenth century is a thing
which has often been remarked and moralised upon. The sober section
of the community, both in Britain and America, will shortly have
occasion to see the mania overflowing all bounds. In October, another
yachting tournament for the recovery or retention of the Queen's
Cup will take place in New York waters. Sir THOMAS LIPTON, having
risen from the ranks and culminated as a millionaire, is about to
astonish both hemispheres by his effort to recover this coveted trophy.
He has built and manned a new yacht, the Shamrock, regardless of
expense, and promised every man aboard of her a pension of £ 1 per
week for the remainder of their lives if the cup comes home. Moreover,
he broke the Lord's Day on Sabbath, 23rd July, when he brought
his yacht from Southampton into Rothesay Bay on that day, thus
causing all the inhabitants and visitors of these shores the more
deeply to forget God in their excitement over the new vessel. Yve
think the pleasure or prosperity which flourishes amid Sabbathbreaking is at best of an ill-omened and precarious character, and
while in the abstract there can be no objection to a trial of two
sailing vessels, we think the abandonment to folly and vanities on the
part of millions of people which will characterize the coming races in New
York Bay will prove a scandal and offence to all good men and angels.
The voice from heaven sounding to the sons of men amid the rage and
noise of the international yachting contest is: 'The world passeth away,
and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.'''Reliable statistics show that Romanism does not make for enlightenplent. In Spain, at the 1787 census, there were 188,625 ecclesiastics
of all descriptions, including 61,617 monks, 32,500 nuns, and 2,705
inquisitors. In 1833 this unprOductive class still numbered 175,574
individuals; of these 61,727 were monks, and 24,007 nuns. In 1884,
there were in the land of the Inquisition 32,435 priests, 1,684 monks,
and 14,594 nuns.
(By decrees of the Cortes, passed July 23rd,
1835, and March 9th, 1836, all conventual establishments were suppressed, and their property confiscated for the benefit of the nation.)
Seeing that the education of the Spaniards had for centuries been
under the control of the clergy, it will surprise no one to hear that
at the beginning of the present century a working man able to read
was a curiosity, and that that accomplishment among women was looked
upon by the clergy as "immoral." In 1889, 68.1 per cent. of the
population could neither read nor write. In Italy, there were in 1865,
28,993 "religious," 14,809 men and 14,184 women. (At the 1866
session of the Chamber of Representatives, a project of law for the
entire suppression of all religious houses in Italy was adopted.)
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According to the 1864 census returns, out of a population of
21,703,710, no fewer than 16,999,701 persons could neither read nor
write! In 1881, the ratio of illiterates above six years of age was as
follows: Upper Italy, 40.85 per cent.; Central Italy, 64.61; South
Italy, 79.46; in the iSlands, 80.91! These figures prove abundantly
that priestcraft fosters ignorance.-Is Rome making headway in
England 1 The question is often asked and answered from different
points of view. A very accurate teilt is, however, provided by the
Registrar-General's annual marriage returns. The figures which have
been published.for 1897, show that only 41 marriages in every 1,000
in England and Wales were solemnized by Roman Catholic priests.
Compared with previous retumB the figures are significant and
encouraging. In 1857, Roman Catholic marriages were 46 per
1,000 ; in 1867, 44; in 1877 and in 1887, 43; and in 1897, 41. H'
Cardinal VAUGHAN'S boasts as to the number of converts be true, there
must, on the other hand, be an enormous leakage.
It is well in
these days of arrogant Papal claims that the increasing numerical
weakness of the Romish Church in England should be widely known.A meeting of protest against Sunday labour, especially in reference
to the Sunday concerts held at the Crystal Palace, was recently
held in St. Alban's Church, Upper Norwood, the building being
packed to overflowing. Several resolutions were passed condemning
the action of the directors of the Palace in opening on Sunday.The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children has
issued its report for the past year. The council acknowledge that
the year has been one of unparalleled success in the practical results
of its work in children's lives.
The total number of cases of
improper treatment investigated is returned at 28,165, involving the
consideration of the circumstances of 75,732 children. In 21,096
cases, warnings were first given, of which 18,223 proved to be
effectual, and 2,873 offenders were subsequently prosecuted. The
income from all sources . last year amounted to £ 51,319, as against
£47,917 in the preceding year; the ordinary contributions returned
at £44,785, showing an increase of £4,925. The aim of the society
is to remove, if possible, the evil from the home, and not the children,
and so successful was it in this respect that only 800 children were
last year remoled from the custody of their parents and placed in
other homes found for them. An interesting feature of the society's
dealings with these children is the Christmas entertainments provided
for them. One was given at the Holborn Town Hall, to which the
children were taken, entertained for the evening, and returned to
their homes at- the expense of the League of Pity, which is especially
the children's section of the society. - A correspondent, who is
zealous for Protestantism, has made the following analysis of the
space devoted by the London Press to the interesting meeting
which was recently addressed by eighteen ex-priests of the French
Roman Catholic Church at St. James's Hall :-Daily News, 233
lines; Echo, 121 lines; Daily Chronicle, 62 lines; Globe, 30
lines; Morning Leader, 27 lines. Not a line in Daily Telegraph,

Standard,

Evening

Standard,

Daily

Mail,

Westminster

Gazette,
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Evening News, and Sun. Why ~-Lady ANCASTER lately
presided at a drawing-room meeting in her house in Belgrave
Square, on behalf of Lady VVIMBORNE'S Ladies' League to
oppose Ritualism. Lady ANCASTER, Lady VVIMBORNE, and Canon
FLEMING were the chief speakers, and Lady WmBORNE announced
that Mr. MORRISON, of Cromwell Gardens, had given £5,000 to the
League.-In the Consistory Court of Manchester, the other day, an
application was made to the Chancellor of the Diocese by the
Vicar and one of the churchwardens of St. Chad, Saddleworth,
for permission to make certain alterations in the east end of the
church, including the formation of a quasi-chancel with chancelscreen and gates. One churchwarden was for, the other against,
the alterations; while opinion in the parish, as gauged by the
voting at a vestry meeting-52 for, 54 against-appeared to be
pretty equally divided.
Counsel said that there was a suspicion
in the parish that the Yicar was inclined to Ritualism, and that
the screen and gates were "the thin end of the wedge." The
Vicar stated that the proposed additions would not only improve
the appearance of the interior, but would sene as a protection.
The Chancellor refused the application. It was stated that the opposition had been organised by a branch of the National Protestant
League.
Star,

A COMMUNION SABBATH IN PERSECUTING TIMES.
OUR excellent Protestant contemporary, the Scottish Bulwark, in its
issue for last month, contained the following article, signed "S. B. M.,"
which our readers will peruse with interest:One of the results of the extremely se,ere measures used by the
Stuart kings to force the Scottish people to worship in the Episcopal
Church was the holding of field meetings or conventicles. The people
not being allowed to attend their own churches, and being steadfastly
resolved not to give up their own form of worship, met together in
large numbers at these open-air meetings.
.
After the restoration of CHARLES n. oppression had reached its
height. The king was bent on establishing Episcopacy in Scotland,
and all who still held their Presbyterian views and refused to conform
were liable to the severest penalties and cruel tortures. Companies
of soldiers scoured the Lowlands to prevent conventicles being held,
and they were empowered to fine or imprison all who attended them.
But in spite of all risks the Covenanters still held meetings for worship
as often as they could, and went in crowds to the field or valley,
where they might hear the Word of GOD from the mouth of a faithful
minister, while they worshipped in the form to which they were so
heartily attached.
A spot hallowed by the holding of such conventicles was Glenvale,
a secluded valley between West Lomond and Bishop Hill in
Fife. There were also numerous gatherings among the hills and
in the moorlands of Ayrshire, as well as in Dumfries and Gallo-
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way.
Indeed, all over the Lowlands there are many credible
traditions in connection with these meetiD~-places, where deadly
Many a child was
perils were encountered and souls born again.
baptised by the gurgling brook, many a sacrament dispensed on the
soft green grass beneath the sheltering trees, or among the brackens
and heather on the hillside.
The most notable conventicle of the East of Scotland was the
one held at East Nisbet, in Berwickshire, in the spring of 1678.
The place chosen is one of great beauty, and seemed as if
made on purpose for such a meeting.
It consists of a level
haugh on the banks of the Whiteadder, about a mile south of
Chirnside, covered with soft green grass by the water edge. Rising
around it are gentle slopes shaded by trees, well suited for the
accommodation of thousands of people.
Three consecutive days-Saturday, Sabbath, and Monday-were
appointed for the celebration of the Sacrament. All the necessary
preparations were made, and intimation was widely spread throughout the Merse and Teviotdale. Early on Saturday morning great
crowds were seen coming in all directions, wending their way along
the country roads and over the fields. As had been arranged, they
met a mile from the spot and from thence marched in solemn order
to East Nisbet. About noon on Saturday an immense number of
people were gathered in the haugh by the river-side. Two of the
officiating ministers had arrived. One of these was the Rev. J OH~
WELSH, whose spiritual experiences in seeking the Lord, and whose
fruitfulness in converting souls is unparalleled in Scotland. With
him was ARCHIBALD RlDDELL, a famous field preacher, afterwards
imprisoned and banished for his advocacy of the Presbyterian cause.
As yet there had been no cause for fear of being discovered or
surprised by the king's troopers, and all had gone on well. Suddenly,
however, some reports were brought by a company of worshippers
who had just arrived, which caused no little commotion and alarm
throughout the gathering. The young EARL OF HUME, sheriff of the
county, they said, had heard that a conventicle was to be held at
East.. Nisbet, and had proclaimed his intention of riding with his
men to assault the people he found there. Parties of the regulars
were coming to help him, and the impulsive youth had threatened in
the most profane manner to make their horses drink the communion
wine and to trample the sacred elements under foot.
Before proceeding further with the devotions at the conventicle,
as many arrangements were made in the way of self-defence as
possible. .Although most of the people knew nothing about the use
of arms, there were some among them who could wield them as
well as any of the enemy. Some had fought and even held command
on the field of battle, and it was not long before 150 armed horsemen were drawn together. Their prest>nce made the others feel
secure, and the service was resumed. The whole gathering presented
a most imposing sight. In the centre of the level ground were thetables on which were placed the sacred symbols, while the grassy
slopes around were covered with the people. Outside of them
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was a ring of horsemen, and a little further off a similar ring,
and single horsemen were despatched to greater distances and
stationed on eminences around, in order to view the country and
give warning of the approach of the enemy. Every means was taken
to compose the multitude, and prevent in a harmless, defensive way
any affront that might be offered to the solemn and sacred service
in which they were taking part. The worsru.p went on outside in the
open by the waterside in as orderly and solemn a manner as if the
roof and walls of a church had enclosed the assembly. All the
regular forms were gone through. Tokens were distributed on the
Saturday, and no person was admitted to the communion table
without one. Three thousand two hundred people came forward.
They were served in companies. Several hundreds came down at the
one side and partook of the bread and wine, retiring at the other side
to take their seats again on the hill, while others took their places at
the table. Mr. 'VEL'SH and Mr. RIDDELL were assisted by the Rev.
JOHN BLACKADDER, a pious and powerful preacher, who died owing to
an illness contraCted by the unwholesome air of the prison on the Bass
Rock, where he was at length confined for taking part in conventicles,
and by Mr. DrxoN and Mr. RAE, two other worthies who continued to
be faithful and diligent ministers amidst the greatest dangers and
persecutions.
During the time of this prolonged conventicle the people lodged in
the neighbouring towns of Duns, Chirnside, and Edsom. Each day at
the close of the service the horsemen drew up in a body until all
had left the place, and marched at a little distance behind them till
they had safely reached their place of abode. In the morning they
awaited the people at the appointed meeting-place, and conducted
them to East Nisbet, and began again their work of keeping watch.
These volunteers secured peace and quiet for the audience, for from
the Saturday morning until the Monday afternoon there was not the
least sign of molestation from enemies. The people sat undisturbed
and listened with extraordinary satisfaction and delight to the
ministers, who on that occasion spoke with unusual fervour and
power. There was a rich effusion of the Spirit spread abroad in many
hearts, and when their communion was peacefully concluded, the
people offered up their psalm of thanksgiving and praise heartily and
joyfully to the Rock of their salvation, of whose presence no proscription of monarch could deprive them.

-:-

LORD, look upon me this day, and nerve me for its duties and
conflicts, and guide me by Thy Holy Spirit.-C. B.
THERE is much said in the world about friendship, even by
infidels, and the most abandoned part of mankind; but while deluded
tI10usands are grasping at a shadow, the Christian only possesses
the substance. He alone it is that loves the persons, feels the
calamities, and prays for the pJ;'esent and eternal good of his fellowcreatures.-J. P.
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IS THE REFORMATION A BLESSING ~ ~

AN 'ApPEAL TO THE ENGLISH NATION, BY THE LATE VERY REV. DEAN
GOODE.
WHEN a nation loses its remembrance of great national mercies and
deliverances, it necessarily subjects itself to the consequences of
ingratitude for blessings received. No student of Holy Scripture will
deny that observances ordained with a view to commemorate to all
generations signal mercies received, form the chief and characteristic
rites of the Divinely-instituted economy of the Jews. If any proof
were needed what is the duty of a people towards their Divine
Benefactor, here surely we are supplied with it. God Himself
instituted for the nation whom He chose as the object of His peculiar
favour, commemorative rites, to hand down from generation to generation, to the end of time, the remembrance of His gracious interferences
in their behalf.
Can there be stronger evidence what the will of
God is as to our duty in respect of great and signal mercies vouchsafed
from the Divine hand ~
And among all the blessings which the Divine goodness can bestow
upon a nation, what is there which can be compared with deliverance
from the chains of a baneful superstition, accompanied by the enjoyment
of the pure light .of the Gospel, and the unrestricted use of God's
Holy Word ~ Whatever may remain to be accomplished for its
welfare, these are the seeds from which, if nurtured, its welfare will
spring. They need only to be developed, to bring happiness and
prosperity to those to whom they have been given.
Now, let me ask those who believe the Reformation to have brought
these blessings to this land, to look back and ask themselves the
question, whether they cannot fix upon the very day when, by God's
mercy, Rome ceased to have dominion in this country-ceased so as
never vet to have been able to resume it-and God's Word became the
sole pliblicly recognized supreme Rule of faith and practice ~ When
MARY died, and ELIZABETH ascended the till'one, Rome's power in
this country died, and to this day, so far as the law is concerned,
remains dead; and in the place of it, the Word of God obtained its
rightful supremacy, "had free course and was glorified."
Was this a blessing ~ Our forefathers thought so; and under this
feeling were in the habit, not merely during the reign of ELIZABETH,
when it might be said that other motives might have influenced them,
but for more than a century after (as I shall show presently), of
observing the day of the accession of QUEEN ELIZABETH by having a
~el'vice in the churches, and other manifestations of thanksgiving.
And to this day local traces yet remain of this observance,
It is not then, I trust, any act of presumptioll, even in an individual
clergyman, to direct public attention to the fact that the next
occurrence of this day, so long observed among us (the 17th of
• This admirable article may be had in booklEt form, price 'one halfpenny, of
Mr. G. STONEMAN, 39, Warwick lane, London, E.C.
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November next), is the 300th anniversary of the event thus commemorated; and to ask for a consideration of the question, whether
such a day should be allowed to pass without some acknowledgment
of gratitude to God for His mercy, some notice of the blessings thus
conferred upon us 1 In some places certainly the day will be observed,
because the whole custom of its observance has, so far, never been
discontinued. The question is, whether, on such a marked period of
its recurrence as occurs this year, the observance should be made
more general 1
Let it not be objected that I am here investing QUEEN ELIZABETH
with a chal'acter that does not belong to her. Granting all that her
worst detractors have said against her, the fact to which I have
referred remains the same. The blessing for which I propose an
expression of gratitude on the 300th anniversary of its bestowal is
equally manifest and unquestionable, and shines brightly and distinctly
through the darkest cloud that can be thrown over her character.
My own conviction, as it respects much that has been said against
her, is that, like all those who have been zealous and successful in
opposing the Church of Rome, she has been the subject of unscrupulous calumny. What else can be expected by any opponent
of a Church whose avowed principles inculcate falsehood and treachery!
That she was haughty and overbearing, that she sought to promote
unity among Protestants by illegitimate methods, that she was tainted
with the vices of the period, is readily adInitted. But that she
endeavomed, both at home and abroad, to maintain the supremacy of
God's Word and the pure faith of the Gospel as held by the Protestant
Churches of Europe, and that she was recognized and looked up to
by the foreign Reformers as well as by her own subjects, as the great
instrument in God's hand for accomplishing these ends, is indubitable.
The words of NEAL; the historian of the Pmitans, whom she persecuted, are very remarkable on this point. Referring to a serious
illness she had in 1568, he says:"Even in England the hearts of all good men were ready to fail
for fear of the return of Popish idolatry, the Queen being suddenly
seized with a severe fit of sickness this summer,.
The Papists
were never more sanguine in their expectations, nor the Reformation
in greater danger than now.
But at length it pleased
AlInighty God to dissipate for the present the clouds that hung over
the Reformation, BY THE QUEEN'S ltECOVERY." (NEAL'S History of the
Puritans, ed. 1822, i. 204.)
Such is the testimony of one to whom ELIZABETH'S proceedings in
ecclesiastical matters would necessarily give great offence; and this
testimony comprehends all that is required for lour present purpose.
The personal character of ELIZABETH, her defects and shortcomings,
have very little to do with the question before us. It is not
ELIZABETH for whom we bless God, but the Reformation which she
was His instrument in establishing.
I now pass on to show what was the feeling of om ancestors on
this subject in former days.
It should be remembered that the observance of this day was
2 y
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due, not to .any Royal injunction, but to "the spontaneous feeling of
the' people," as we learn from the account given of it by Dr. HOLLAND,
Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford, at the end of llis sermon,
preached on this day at St. Paul's, in the year 1599. He says:"About the twelfth year of the reign of her Excellency was the first
practice of the public solemnization of this day, and (as far forth as
I can hear, or can by auy diligent inquiry learn) the first public
celebration of it was institu.ted in Oxford (by Dr. COOPER, being
then there Vice-Chancellor, after Bishop of Lincoln, and by remove
from thence Bishop of Winchester), from whence this institution
flowed by 'a voluntary current over all this realm, not without
the secret motion of God's Holy Spirit, I doubt not, and to the
great comfort of all true English hearts. The continual observance
of which ceremony sithence hath not been imposed upon
the Church of England by any ecclesiastical decree, neither prescribed by any Canon of the Church j but hath been mere
voluntarily continued by the religious and dutiful subjeGts of this
realm in their thankfulness to God, and in their perfect zeal, ten
deri.ng Her Majesty's preservation in desiring the continuance thereof
to God's glory and the good of the Church and commonwealth of
England."
. The earnest feeling with which the event of this day was commemorated by our great divines of the sixteenth century is well
illustrated in the sermon preached on the occasion at Paul's Cross
in 1583, by Archbishop WHITGIFT, in which, meeting the objections
·of some to the observance of the day, he says :"MardoGheus (as we read in the book of Hester), without any
express commandment of God, ordained that the Jews should yearly
celebrate and keep holy the fourteenth and fifteenth day of the
month Ader, in rememberance of the delivering of the Jews by the
ministry of Hester from the bloody conspiracy of Hammon. And is
it not lawful for us to celebrate this day, and to dedicate it unto
God, which by the ministry of QUEEN ELIZABETH hath not only
delivered us from the cruelty and tyranny of the Bishop of Rome,
but also' opened unto us the door of His Gospel, and as yet keepeth
it open,' and hath further given unto us that peace, tranquility, and
abundance of all things, that of all people in the world we are
thought to be the most happy, and as it were an astonishment to
our enemies ~ But let us not regard what they think or say, who
either malign and envy this our felicity, or are pleased with nothing
which-they themselves do not devise. It is certain that this our
sacrifice of praying and thanksgiving is most acceptable to God,
and approved of all' godly men j and I most heartily beseech God,
that we may continue this exercise in this manner, and upon this
occasion, 'even to the world's end.'''
Respecting the long continuance of the observance of this day, we
have the following testimony of STRYPE. He says:.
"And from this twelfth year of the Queen the nation began yearly
to keep that same day [N ovember 17th] with ~lOlemnity during her
long reign. And which was continued indeed long after, EVEN ':0 OVR
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TIlIIES [i.e., the early. part of the last century], and was called by some
'the birthday of the Gospel.'"
It may be added, that Queen's Day is still kept as a holyday at the
Exchequer, and at Westminster and. Merchant Taylors' Schools; and
also at the Royal Foundation of Christ's Hospital, a sermon being
preached at Christ Church, N ewgate Street, on that day before the
Governors, in conformity with an old bequest to that effect, commemorating the blessings of the Reformation as established among
us by the accession of QUEEN ELIZABETH.
In what way, then, it may be asked, is it proposed that the day
should be observed 1 The spontaneous feeling of the country, as
manifested in former times, is the best answer to this question. A
service in our Churches on that day, in which the blessings of the
Reformation shall be set before the people, is a mode of commemorating the event against which it would be difficult to find an
objection. And perhaps I might be permitted to suggest, especially
as no additions could be made to our ordinary public service, that
meetings of a more private character for the purpose of special
thanksgiving and prayer such as the occasion would necessarily lead
to, might, in many places, with propriety and advantage be added
to that public service.
It must be admitted, however, that in our rural districts there
might be some difficulty, in small parishes, in having such a service
on a week-day. In such cases, the subject might be introduced in
the service of the following Sunday, notice being given the previous
Sunday that such was the intention.
It is not for me to press any opinion upon others as to whether
any other mode of obser,ing the day might be added to that which
custom has suggested and sanctioned. Local circumstances have
their weight, and must be judged of by those acquainted with them.
After much consideration, I am inclined to stop at the suggestion I
have already ventured to offer. Such a commemoration would, I
humbly think, be best suited to the nature of the blessings
remembered.
As it respects a collection, opinions probably will vary, both as to
any being made, and more especially as to the object, if made.
I
would only suggest that a collection for a Mission to China would be
a very i;luitable and appropriate way of manifesting our gratitude for
the blessings once conferred upon us. Such collections, if made,
would of course be sent to that quarter in which the contributors felt
the most confidence.
No reasonable objection can, I conceive, be raised to what is here
proposed, OD the ground that it has not been ordered by the
authorities of the Church. In fact, such an observance of the day
as is here suggested can need no order from the Ecclesiastical
authorities, for it has already the sanction of an old and longcontinued custom, and one which (as we have seen) one of our most
able and respected Metropolitans of former times (Archbishop
WHITGIFT) heartily besought God that we might "continue to the
world's end."
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Moreover, as the day falls on a Wednesday, when it is customary
to have service in a large number of our churches, the only difference
which would be made in many cases would be, that a reference would
be made in the course of the service to the event here proposed to
be commemorated.
Nor should it be forgotten that the custom of observing the day
was originally the result of a voluntary movement on the part of the
clergy and people. It was a spontaneous offering of gratitude to God
by the Protestant feeling of the country, when our forefathers had
begun fully to realize the blessings which the reign of ELIZABETH had,
under God, been the means of conferring upon them. How much
more acceptable such a movement is in the sight of God than one
which is merely the result of lm order issued by some human
authority, I need not stop to point out. And as the spontaneous
observance of the day, originally, was never supposed to be any
infringement of the rights of the Sovereign or the Prelates of the
Church, even in the time of QUEEN ELIZABETH, it would be difficult
to imagine on what ground a similar spontaneous observance of it,
at so remarkable a period of its recurrence, could be considered liable
to such an imputation.
To open our churches for service, and call the attention of the
people to the blessings which a faith and worship purified from the
corruptions of Popery have brought to us, can never be beyond the
legitimate province of every parochial pastor in our Church.
And I must add, that it is impossible to shut our eyes to the fact
that. the necessity of voluntary action on the part of the clergy and
laity, in defence of the Reformed faith, becomes more and more
a duty of paramount importance. As the political power of Romanism
rises in the State, so does the Church of the Reformation suffer in
those points which form the prominent links of her connection with
the State. The first phase of this change is seen in indifference to
Popish errors. The next, in approximation to them.
A solemn duty rests, at the present day, upon those of her sons
who value the blessings brought to us by the Reformation, to watch
narrowly the course of events, and to think more of principles than
persons-more of the honour of God and the interests of His truth,
than of pleasing man.
Nor is it essential to the value of such a movement that it should
be universal.
Be it so, that there will be many who, from various
causes, may not be inclined to join in it. To some the want of
Episcopal direction may be fatal to it. By others it may be eschewed
as savouring of what they will call "controversy." But I know not
why such possible or probable want of universality in its observance
should be an impediment in the way of those who, on other grounds,
are favourable to it. We act not thus in other matters. vVe adopt
those methods of teaching those committed to our charge which
commend themselves to our judgment, leaving others to take likewise
their own course. It is not proposed as a test to show who alUong us
value the Reformation. As such it would fail.
The non-observance
of this particu1.u method of drawing the attention of the people to

The Gospel M agazz"1Ze,

637

the blessings of the Reformation may arise from other causes than
indifference to them.
If, on one ground or another, some among us should be disinclined to join in it, who nevertheless value the blessing commemorated,
this is no reason why it should be altogether omitted. What is
proposed is, a devout public acknowledgment of a great national
mercy; and be it offered by maqy or by few, it will be equally
acceptable to Him with whom the prayer of even one righteous man
availeth much.
(To be concluded.)

THE LAMBETH HEARING.
THE ARCHBISHOPS' CONCLUSIONS.-INCENSE AKD PROCESSIO~AL LIGHTS
ILLEGA.L.
THE ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, at Lambeth Palace, last month, read
the statement of the conclusions at which he and the ARCHBISHOP
of YORK had arrived on the questions submitted to them in the
cases of the Rev. HENRY 'VESTALL, of St. Cuthbert's, Philbeach
Gardens, and the Rev. EDWARD RAM, of St. John's, Timberhill,
Norwich. The PRIMATE more than once pointed out that he and
his brother ARCHBISHOP were not a Court, and had no coercive
jurisdiction.
The ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY read the decision, which was in
the following words:The questions put before us at the present time are two-the lawfulness of
the liturgical use of incense, and the lawfulness of carrying lights in procession, in the public worship of the Church of England.
THE ORS,BIESTS RUBRIC.

There is no direction in the Book of Common Prayer either enJolmng or
authorizing either of these practices. But it is argued that they are practically sanctioned by the ornaments rubric pr-efixed to the order for morning
prayer. And it is, consequently, this rubric that we have to interpret. It
seems most convenient first to interpret it as it stands, and then to consider
whether any circumstances tend to contravene or modify this interpretation.
Th~ ornaments Gf which it speaks are limited by two phrases-they are the
ornaments to be used by the ministers "at all times of their min.istration;"
and they are to be such as were in use in the Church of England by the
authority of Parliament in the second year of the reign of KING EDWARD VI.
Ornaments which do not fall within both these limitations are outside the
purview of the rubric altogether. Any ornament which is not required at
any time of the ministration of the ministers, and any ornament which was
not in use by authority of Parliament in the second year of the reign of KING
EDWARD VI., is not an ornament to which the rubric applies.
To deal, therefore, with the first of these limitations, it is necessary to examine the meaning
of the word "ministration." The ministration of the ministers is contained
in and prescribed by the Book of Common Prayer. It is there that we find
what is the form to be observed in all the offices of public worship. Every
clergyman is required by the 36th Canon to use the form in the Book of
Common Prayer prescribed, and none other. This prevents the insertion of
any additional prayer or ceremony without special authority. And the only
authority which can bind or authorize the clergymen to make any variation
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whatever from what is contained in the Book is either an Act of Convocation,
legalized where necessary by Parliament, or the order of the Crown, issued
with the advice and consent of the Metropolitan under the Act of 1559, or
a direction of the ordinary under the Uniformity Act Amendment Act of
1872. Against this it is contended that the Prayer-book of 1549 contains.
ceremonies which are not in the Prayer-book of 1552, and that, since omission
is not prohibition, these omitted ceremonies are still lawful under the later
Act. Whether omission is prohibition it is not necessary for us to consider.
But prohibition is prohibition; and notbing can be clearer than the words
used in the Act of 1559 prohibiting the use of any ceremony not ordered
in the Book. "And further be it enacted by the Queen's Highness, with
the assent of the Lords and Commons in this present Parliament assembled,
and by authority of the same, that all and singular ministers in any cathedral
or parish church, or other place within this realm of England, 'Vales, and
the marches of the same, or other the Queen's dominions, shall from and
after the Feast of the Nativity of St. John Baptist next coming, be boundeu
to say and use the mattins evensong celebration of the Lord's Supper and
administration of ea{)h of the sacraments and all their common and open
prayer, in such order and form as is mentioned in the said Book so authorized
by Parliament in the said fifth and sixth year of the reign of KING EDwARD
VI., with one alteration or addition of certain lessons to be used on every
Sunday in the year, and the form of the Litany altered and corrected, and
two sentences only added in the delivery of the sacrament to the communicants,
and none other or otherwise." And the closing section of the Act still further
confirms this by saying, "And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all laws, statutes, and ordinances, wherein or whereby any other
service administration of sacraments or common prayer is limited, established,
or set forth to be used within this realm or any other the Queen's dominions
or countries shall from henceforth be utterly void and of none effect." The
words "none other or otberwise" in the first of these q notations are clearly
meant to exclude all variations. It is sometimee urged that the Act of 1559,
not having previously received the assent of the Convocations, has no authority
from the Church, and is, therefore, not binding on the consciences of the
clergy. But, though it was not possible at the moment to give the Convocations their proper place, yet the Church fully accepted the Act at the time,
and its authority was never questioned. In regard to the particular matter
now under consideration, the 36th Canon required from every clergyman,
and every clergyman has ever since made, and still makes, a solemn promise
containing the same words, that he will use the form in the said Book
prescribed, and none other. And in the manuscript Prayer-book, signed by
Convocation on December 20th, 1661, and then presented to the King, the
Act of 1559 is set forth at full length in the beginning, and is thus formally
adopted by the authority of the Church.
PERMISSIBLE VARIATIONS.

It is quite true 'that there may be variations, which are so brief, so long in
use, so unimportant, that a Bishop would be justified in refusing to allow a
clergyman to be prosecuted because of his use of t.hem. No authority has been
found for the short sentences which in many churches the people are accustomed
to say or sing immediately before and after the reading of the Gospel in the
communion office. There is no authority for the practice of the people saying the
general thanksgiving aloud with the minister. There is no authority for
shortening the exhortation which the minister is to read when giving notice of
the Holy Conununion. These practices are probably in strictness all illegal;
but no Bishop would be wise in allowing a prosecution for such unimportant
deviations from the strict letter of the law. This, however, cannot be said of
the introduction of any ceremony which is conspicuous, not sanctioned by long
continued custom in our Church, and of such a nature as to change the genera!
character and aspect of the service. It is urged that the Act was not really and
generally obeyed at the time when it was passed, and was probably never intended
to be so obeyed; and instances are given of the use of incense in worship at the
time and for long afterwards. With r"gard to such instances, it is to be remarked
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that the time was a time of great excitement and unsettlement. The. whole
country was in a feverish condition. ELIZABETH and her advisers could not
be sure that insurrection and civil war might not begin at any moment. It
was necessary to act without delay. ELIZABETH herself would have preferred
to bring back the First Prayer Book of EDWARD VI.; but she did not feel
sure that the country would bear this, and all through her reign, in spite of
her despotic character, she showed herself steadily determined to have her people
with her. It was impossible to consult the Convocations; the reign of MARY
had made them, and especially their leaders, the Bishops, untrustworthy for
the purpose in hand. The end was, as usual in England, a compromise. The
Second Book of EDWARD VI. slightly modified was taken as the Book of Common
Prayer. The ornaments of an earlier period were revived, but only until the
Sovereign might make some different order. And the Crown was empowered
with the consent of the then Ecclesiastical Commissioners, or of the ARCHBISHOP
of CANTERBURY, to order additional rites and ceremonies at discretion. The
English are almost always ready to settle agitating disputes by a compromise.
But they are not always quick to see what the compromise means. There can be
no doubt that the Act wa-s imperfectly obeyed; practices which were no longer
lawful under the provisions were still maintained here and there. ARCHBISHOP
SANDYS, in his well-known letter, goes so far as to say that he interprets the
Act las one that would not be really enforced. There seems to have been a
certain amount of conscious, and still more lillconscious, disobedience. But, in
spite of all this, the precise and clear statements of the Act gradually prevailed,
and forbidden ceremonIes gradually disappeared. In its application to the use
of incense the law was obscured by the fact that, side by ·side with the liturgical
use, another use had always been common which it was not the intention of the
rulers or of the Legislature to interfere with.
THE FUMIGATORY USE OF INCENSE.
There was nothing to prevent the use of incense for the purpose of sweetening the atmosphere of a church wherever and whenever such sweetening waS'
needed. And instances of this use can be found long after the Act of ELIZABETH, and were produced before us at the hearing of the case. But such
instances have no bearing whatever on the lawfulness of the liturgical use.
But they explain why, in the case of incense, the law was more slowly understood because it was so natural to confuse the two uses with one another.
There are many instances of what is called the fumigatory, as distinguished
from the liturgical, use. GEORGE lliRBERT used incense to sweeten his church.
There is no liturgical use in this. And yet he is very frequently quoted as
'one of those who used incense in worship. When all these instances are
struck out the number of cases in which incense was used in worship is
utterly insufficient as evidence to show any widespread interpretation of the
law as permitting the retention of the old usage in spite of the plain
words of the 'statute. Further, it must be remembered that the Church
has never spoken of incense as an evil thing. There are some expressions
in the Homilies which have that character. But the Homilies are hOl·tatory rather than imperative, and have never been taken as having
high authority on points of doctrine or of ritual. Incense was excluded from
public worship, not as an evil thing, but as unsuited to the needs of the day.
There were clearly three reasons present to the minds of the then Church
authorities for its exclusion. First, they felt the need of greater simplicity.
The services were too complicated. The rule that the services should be
understood by the people required that they should not only be in English,
but that they should not be overloaded with symbolism, making a complete
understanding difficult. Symbolism kept within strict limits helps the understanding. But symbolism may easily be pushed to lengths which divert the
attention from what the symbolism is intended to teach to the symbolism itself.
The liturgical use of incense was described on the part of those who advocated
it before us a-s very complicated in its detail. It might have been well under
quite other circumstances to have simplified the ceremonial while still retaining
it. But it is generally found easier and more effective to get rid of the danger
contained in anything of this kind by disuse than by modification.
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INCENSE AT HOLY COMMU!'<ION.
Secondly, the liturgical nse of incense was specially connected with the
office for the Holy Communion, in relation to which many serious errors had
arisen, and the authorities had a strong desire to make that whole office, as
nearly as it could suitably be made, a precise repetition of the original institution.It was the main purpose of the then rulers of the Church to put
prominently forward the supremacy of the Bible. It is clear that the more
closely the ceremonial of the Eucha.rist was modelled on the Biblical account
of the original institution the more fully was the authority of the Bible
recognized. The difference between the time when the Bridegroom was with
His disciples and the time when He had departed to share His Father's
throne was enough to account for the preference of kneeling over sitting when
receiving the mysterious gift; but in other respects the Ritual was as nearly
as it could be made a repetition of the original Feast. E~-en the mixing of
water with the wine was dropped for the same reason. For though our Lord
used the wine of the Passover, which was a mixed cup, there is no record
of His having mixed it afresh for the purpose of His Sacrament, nor is there
any reason to believe that He did so. The mixing of the chalice as part of
the ceremonial was therefore omitted, though nothing was said to prevent its
being mixed beforehand. And, thirdly and lastly, they had the less hesitation
in omitting incense because it was certainly not in use in the Church for at
least 300 years from the Apostolic times. To get back to the earlier and
purer days of Christianity, to make the primitive Church the model for the
Church of England, was certainly part of the purpose which our Reformers
cherished. It would have been a very strong reason for keeping incense in
use could it have been shown that this use dated from Apostolic times, and
had passed directly from the Jewish to the Christian Ritual. But the history
pointed in quite a.nother directien. And so the three chief reasons for omitting the use of incense-viz, the desire for greater simplicity, the desire for
conformity with the New Testament account of the original institution of the
great Sacrament, and the desire for reviving the ways of the primitive Church
--converged to recommend the action which was finally taken.
No PERMANENT EXCLUSION.
Yet it is right to observe that even now the Liturgical use of incense is
not by law permanently excluded from the Church's Ritual. The section in
ELIZABETH'S Act which allows the Crown, with the consent of the ARCHBISHOP
OF CANTERBURY, to order new ceremonies does not forbid the inclusion of the
use of incense in such l.ew ceremonies if such are ordered. It would always be
possiblc, if some great occasion made it suitable, for the Sovereign, with the
advice of the Primate, to order a great ceremonial in which the use of incense
should form a part. The question of probability need not now be raised. Many
things might become prob'ible when our toleration of one another had risen to a
higher level which are not probable at present. But, meanwhile the law requires
that the clergy should wait for the action of lawful authority before bringing
any additional ceremonial to form a part of public worship. The rllbic is often
carelessly interpIeted, as if the order to use the ornaments was pe,. se an order
'to use the appropriate ceremonies. But, in the first place, this interpretation
makes the Act of ELIZABETH contradict itself by ordering a strict adherence to
the form of ceremonial prescribed in the Book and at the same time ordering the
revival of a number of c>remonies of which the Book says nothing. In the second
place, it inverts the relation between a ceremony and an ornament, by making
the ceremony subordinate to the ornament, instead of the ornament being subordinate to the ceremony. The very meaning of an ornament is that it is a thing
to be used for the fitting performance of a ceremony, and if no ceremony be
prescribed the so-called ornament has no place. In the third place, to order a
ceremony not directly, but by ordering the use of an ornament connected with
it, is without any precedent in the history of the Church. And, lastly, this
interpretation makes toe words" at all times of their minis 'rations " not merely
unmeaning, but misleading. They would be better away. Such an interpretation we are quite unable to adopt. In conclusion, we are far from saying that
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incense in itself is an unsuitable or undesirable accompaniment to Di vine worship.
The injunct:on for its use by Divine anthority in the Jewish Church would alone
forbid such a conclusion. But this is not the question before us.
INOENSE NOT PERMISSIBLE AS PART OF WORSHIP.
We are not to determine what might be fitting or permissible at some future
time; but whether, under the present directions of the Book of Common Prayer,
the liturgical use of incense is lawful or unlawful in the Church of England.
And we are obliged to come to the conclusion that the use of incense in public
worship, and as a part of that worship, is not at present enjoined nor permitted
by the law of the Church of England; and it is our duty to request the clergy
who so use it-to discontinue that use. If used at all it must be used (in GEORGE
HERBERT'S language) to sweeten the church and outside the worship altogether.
PROCESSIONAL LIGHTS.
It is obvious at once that precisely the same line'of reasoning is applicable to
the case of processions carrying lights as we have appl-ed to ihe case of incense.
There is no authority for such proces.ion~, fond toey are therefore neither enjoined
nor permitted. To light up the church for the purpose of adding to its beauty
or its dignity stands on the ~ame footing with hanging up banners, decorating
with flowers or with holly, or the like. The ceremonies of carrying lights about
have a different character. And in this case. as in that ofincen " we are obliged
to r€quesb the clergy to discontinue what the law of the Church of England does
not permit-the carrying of lights ill procession. And in this decision we have
the support of the late ARCHBISHOP BENSON in his judgment in the case of the
BISHOP OF LINCOLN. \Ve began by pointing out that the ornaments rubric limited
the ornaments of which it speaks by two phrases-namely, the words "at all
times of their ministrations," and the word3 "as were in use by authority of
Parliament in the second year of the reign of KIKG EDWARD VI." We have
examined the first of these limitations, and have concluded that it forbids the
use of incense and of lights carried in procession in public worship. It is obvious
that this conclusion makes it unnecessary to examine at any length the second
limitation. 'Whether, as seems most probable, the authority of Parliament in
the second year of the reign of KING EDWARD VI. means the first Act of
Uniformity, and, therefore, the Prayer Book of 1549, or means the immediately
preceding state of the law, does not.affect ti.e argument9 which we have used. The
question is nnden'ally difficult to answer, because of the anomalou9 rule at that
time ia force, whereby the operation of every Act of Pauliament was made to
date from the first day of the Session in whicn it was passed, and consEquently
some time previously to the Royal Assent. This strange Iule continued till
1792. and wae then abolished. And this rule would appe"r to carry back the
first Act of Uniformity into the above named second year of KIlW EDwARD.
But it is not necessary for us to enter into tbis matter now, as the questions
before US are sufficiently determined without reference to the point.
THE DCTY OF SUBMISSION.
In conclusion, we think it our duty to press, not only on the clergy that
have appeared before us, but also on all the clergy alike, to submit to episcopal authority in all suqh matters as these. All alike have consented to the
Book of Common Prayer; and the Book of Common Prayer requires all
persons, not only if they doubt, but if they find others disagree with them concerning the meaning of the directions contained in the Book, to resort to the
Bishop of the diocese, who may, if he thinks fit, send the question to the
Archbishop for his decision.
In order to give the fullest opportunity to any
who diversely take any question of this kind to give reasons for their opinion,
we have suspended our decision until we had heard the matter fully and
learnedly argued before us; and we have now given our decision as the
Prayer-book requires us to do. We entreat the clergy, for the sake of the
peace of the Church, which we all so much desire, to accept our decision
thus conscientiously given in the name of our common Master, the Supreme
Head of the Church, the Lord whose commission we bear.
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WILL THEY. OBEY ~
ARCHBISHOPS TEMPLE and MACLAGAN have at last delivered themselves
on the liturgical use of incense and the use of portable lights in connection with the public services of the Established Church. Their
conclusions, however, as we have repeatedly pointed out, possess
no statutory authority, for the sittings held at Lambeth Palace are
unknown to English law. The parties who appeared before the two
Primat~s did so voluntarily, and, if we accurately interpret the
position taken up by LORD HALIFAX and the advanced wing of the
Sacerdotal party, without prejudice also.
At any rate, during
the hearings, various intimations, more or less emphatic, were forthcoming from the Rituali~t camp to the effect that the Lambeth
decisions, when delivered, would be considered on their merits, and be
respected accordingly.
The unequivocal opinion of the Archishops being that, in the
matter of both the ceremonies under debate, the Ritualist clergy
have acted illegally, it remains to be seen what course LORD HALIFAX
-the lay PONTIFEX MAXBIUS of the Romanizing movement-will
advise. It is with this practical issue alone that we care to deal, and
we do not hesitate at once to record our belief that the conclusions
arrived at by the Primates will exercise a potent influence on the
future of the Ritual crisis. Apart from the question of the constitution of the Lambeth tribunal, the fact that the highest ecclesiastical
authorities have deliberately considered the most exhaustive evidence
the Sacerdotalists could adduce in favour of the ceremonial use of
incense and candles, and have declared against it, carries with it a
moral value which, in public opinion, must tell injuriously against
the cause of the Romanizers.
We already gather from the utt.eranr-es of certain "advanced" clergymen who have been interviewed,
since the pronouncement of the Primates, that the Ritualistic
camp will henceforth probably be divided into two distinct
factions-those who will yield to the "requests" and "entreaties"
of their ecclesiastical superiors, and those who will resist at all
costs to themselves and to the interests of the Establishment.
A comparatively limited number of recalcitrants, among whom the
younger spirits of the party would most likely figure prominently,
might show itself capable of waging such a war against law and
order in the Church as would produce far-reaching and disastrous
results.
Now, in the face of any such new development of anomia, what
action, we wish to know, are the Bishops prepared to take? Toleration of organized resistance is, of course, out of the question. There
would, therefore, appear to be no course left the Bishops but to resort
to the courts of the realm-a course which hitherto they have, with
:lisastrous results, persistently evaded. Action must finally assume a
repressive form, and the coercive sanctions of the law be appealed to
for the punishment of them that do evil.
No" benefit of clergy"
any longer exists, happily, under the sceptre of the Sovereign, and the
clerical class, as well as every other class of the QUEEN'S subjects,
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mus,t be held amenable to the supreme authority of law. Should the
altered character of the situation lead some of the advocates of
Romish doctrine and practice to resign their positions in the Protestant Establishment, and to betake themselves to a Communion
more in harmony with their convictions, we ourselves, at any rate
are prepared to render their consistent action the honour it would
nndoubtedly merit. The ethics and momle of the advanced Ritualist
school in the past, however, do not encourage in us any lofty expectaOur settled opinion has long been that the
tions on that score.
policy of the leaders of the Reunion Movement is not to encourage
individual secessions. Failing in the propagandist work of leavening
the Church of England with Papal doctrine, and assimilating its worship
to that of the Church of Rome, as a preliminary to corporate
reunion, they are prepared to work for the overthrow of the
Establishment, and to ultimately give the Papacy a free hand in
England.
Be that as it may, however, the present outlook for the Ritualistic
Party is less hopeful than it was, while also their difficulties are
vastly increased. We earnestly exhort our Protestant friends, therefore, to take heart of courage, and to press forward all reasonable
measures for the purification of the national Church, and for the
vindication of those Reformation principles on which alone the
Establishment can claim to occupy its exalted position.-Tlle
English Chltrchman.

(!I;.orttsp.onb.enc.e.
HELPED.
To the Editryr of the Gospel J,1agazine.
DEAR SIR,-In reading the GOSPEL lIiAGAZI~E, which I have been
.in the habit of doing for many years, back into dear Dr.
DOUDNEY'S time, I have been much encouraged and very greatly
helped by those who in their writings have portrayed their' personal
experience of the Lord's dealings with them, and that not only from
the bright side, but also from the darker side of the picture. The
state of every Christian is necessarily a state of trial and
chastening, and all the members of the family alike partake of
their Head, Ohrist's sufferings in some shape or other, as His wisdom
deems it best, to try them and to purge them from the old leaven, in
order to fit them for the new nature, which is to supplant the old, and to
fit and make them meet for the inheritance which His great work alone
has procured for them. Of course, in the body we can have no perfection;
nevertheless, we, who are animated by the Holy Spirit's influence,
20re pressing forward, seeking by the grace of God to overcome all
the evil influences which are brought to bear against us, and to live
holily, righteously, and godly in this present evil world, and are striving
to bring every thought into obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ. It
is, therefore, a very great help to trace the experiences of others who are
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by God's grace on the same road to Zion. For instance, in the
case of Job, when God inquired of Satan, "Hast thou considered My
servant Job, a perfect and upright man, one that fcareth God, and
escheweth evil 7" and when Satan moved the Lord to try him,
saying, "Doth Job fear God for nought;" suppose the Lord bad
refused to allow Satan to distress Job, seeing that he was a singularly
perfect and holy man (although his chastening was necessary), what
a vast amount of help and comfort would have been taken away from
the child of God ever since this history and experience have been
recorded.

;'

The sufferings of Job have been the experience of many thousands
of God's people since, in many of the particulars. Especially would I
mention an experience of my own, in a time of great trial, loss, and
bereavement. I could get no rest in sleep for troublous dreams, and
while away from home in London I went to M1'. SPURGEON'S 'l'abernacle
one Thursday evening. The preacher took for his text Job. v. 8, "I
would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause." It
was a most impressive and encolU'aging address, and in looking up the
portion before retiring to rest, I was led to read on to the 7th of
J ob, and in the 13th and following verses Job says, "When I say, My
bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaint; then Than
scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions." ·When
I saw this was the experience of such a child of God, my own trot! ble
was greatly assuaged, and I was led to see it was but a cowardly
device of the enemy to discourage me, and to cast me down, out
of pure malice; yet it was permitted by God in wisdom, for
purposes I cannot now fathom, but I shall know hereafter. It was a
portion of that light affliction which is but for a moment, which
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
Our dear friend, Dr. DOUDKEY, in his book, Led and Fed, has imparted
to me great comfort and encouragement by recounting the various
trials which he passed through, and the way the Lord delivered
him. I remember hearing him preach from Isaiah 1. 10, "Who is
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His sen-ant,
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light 7 let him trust in the name
of the Lord, and stay upou his God." It appears to me that that was
his experience at times, as it has been my own. Yet the Lord
has said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," and therefore He
will assuredly fulfil all His promises, to the blessed experience of all
that call upon Him.
Why I write thus is in order to induce others who are sorely tried
and troubled to recount their experiences and deliverances, for the
benefit and help of their fellow pilgrims.'"
Before leaving this subject connected with the history of Job, I
should like to draw attention to the unspeakably great wisdom
displayed by our God in allowing the trial of Job, and thereby the
display of the rich grace by which he was upheld, and finally carried
through to victory-to that craft displayed by Satan in asking God
" We cordially endorse our tried brother's suggestion.-EDITOR,

'.
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to try Job; how shortsighted was the policy of such a step to further
his malicious purposes, since Job's triumph has been the forerunner
of numberless triumphs since, and all attributable to the upholding
by God's grace, and which will be recounted hereafter to HiB
glory. Does it not bear out the words of BEDDoME's hymn 1"Ye trembling souls, dismiss your fears,
Be mercy all your theme,
Mercy, which like a river flows
In one continued stream.
"You in His wisdom, power, and grace
May confidently trust;
His wisdom guides, His power protects,
His grace rewards the just."
Bristol.
J. T. P.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I am very grateful to the kind friend who so kindly
and thoughtfully ordered 10s. worth of the "TOPLADY" Number of
the Magazine to be forwarded to the Mission. They came duly to
hand and were much appreciated, the more so as we have had
lately a larger number of appeals for literature. We rejoice to be
able to respond to these appeals with so much precious truth, and
we continually ask the prayers of our friends that it may be blessed
to many souls, remembering the repeated requests of Paul for the
prayers of the Early Christians, that the "vVord of the Lord may
have free coun:e and be glorified." I also acknowledge (by request)
with many thanks, two years GOSPEL ~1AGAZIKES and 5s. from A. P. N.
Very, very acceptable to us.
FROM A TRACT DISTRIBUTOR.
It is very kind of you to send me Mr. PHILPOT'S sermons, and
they are much appreciated. Many thanks. I have not done much
lately myself, but still circulate as opportunity offers. Have several
friends helping me, so shall be glad of a large parcel. If you have
"Nothing to Pay" and Scripture Portions, kindly include them. My
health is better; and if I stay here and get strength there is a large
field for our work. and I do hope it will be blessed. Error rampant.
Idolatry and will-worship all around, and no doubt the same at
Salisbury. As to me, I feel I am a great sinner, and need a great
Saviour, even the Gqd-man Christ Jesus. The Lord bless you and
yunrs.
Any fresh help for the soldier and sailor will be gratefully received. 'i-Vith many prayers that our God may bless your efforts in
His service, and grant you renewed health,
Yours faithfully,
St. J.lIark's Road, Salisb7£ry, August 3fd, 1899.
R. E. BRIDER.
THOUGH a believer in J esns is not afraid that God will damn his
soul to hell for his sine, yct he dreads being sent from his Father's
throne of gnce "'ith a heavy heart.-lIIason.
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To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-Jehovah's way is in the sea, His footsteps are not seen,
but He is still Jehovah, who holds the waves in the hollow of His
hand, and who will overrule the present crisis in the Church, the
present lawlessness in the Church of the Reformation, for His own
glory, and for the family whom He foreknew, and for His chosen ones.
They shall be mine, saith the Lord, in that day when the Redeemer
shall see 0'£ the travail of His soul and be satisfied. Though they
are walking in darkness, His eye is upon them, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against them. No weapon formed against
them shall prosper; He bringeth down them that exalt themselves,
therefore will we not fear; the gloom of error around us prevails, but
cannot finally triumph over the light which shineth, though the darkness comprehend it not. It is the natural result of sin; the dark
world hateth the light, because its deeds are evil. " Woe unto the
world because of offences! it must needs be that offences come; but
woe to that man by whom they come! good were it for that man if
he had not been born." The present upheaval in the Church is serious;
the great ones of the earth are moved, but a{l blind to Gospel truth
as those whom they have set over us. The Bishops appointed to
promote the welfare of the Church of the Reformation being themselves in darkness, naturally withhold the true light, lest their deeds
should condemn them. As an old E,angelical, sixty years since I
could rejoice that Bishops were faithful to their trust, but now they
direct us to gods many; their gods are idols, even their god wafer
shall not lead us to stray from Him who upholds our going in His
ways; our Jehovah shall laugh them to scorn, He shall have them
in derision. The earth is still the Lord's; our righteousness is
of Him who biddeth us to open the pearly gates, that the
King of glory may come in-the Lord of Hosts, He, and He
only, is the King of glory. We worship no unknown God as the
heathen do; Jesus the King waiteth to be gracious to the humble
and contrite. He shall reign till He hath put all things under
His feet"His kingdom stret<Jh from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more."
Therefore do we not fear, for the kingdoms of this world shall become
subject to His power, and all nations shall serve Him. Hallelujah!
for Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, shall reign over His own
inheritance, while those who worship vain gods shall be cast out.
Faithfully,
Dawlish.
V.P.H.
THERE are two sorts of persons whose condition is eminently
dangerous: those who know just enough of the Gospel system to
hate it; and those who profess to love it, but hold it in unrighteous-

ness.-Toplady.
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DIVINE DEALINGS.

'Who maketh the clouds His chariot."-PSAL11 civ. 3.
The clouds are the dust of His feet."-NAH;uM i. 3.
YES, even so, those clouds so dark and grand,
That oft we dread, may prove to be one day
Enwrapped in choicest mercies. We are blind,
And cannot see or understand God's way.
Often He makes the clouds His chariot.
With us, confusion seems in everything below;
Sometimes a darksome cloud shrouds all in gloom.
But think awhile, 0 tried believer, think,
Those very clouds may prove to be the dust
That's scattered by Jehovah's chariot;
He rides upon the heavens for thy help,
And journeying in the light above, He
Brings all Covenant blessings in His train.
We fear ofttimes to enter in the cloud,
But as it moves-parted by our great King,
Who scatters gloom, and chases night awayWe catch a glimpse of golden light concealed
Behind. A.h, yes, with blinded eyes and dim
We see thing!! in a riddle now, and know
Not, nor can even guess, what may be hid
Behind the darkest cloud. Perhaps, one day
We'11 find a mercy sweet, a timely grace,
Was wrapp'd within the darkest gloom. Yes,
Even so, those clouds we dread may pour us down
A blessing full and free. May be that little cloud
That seemeth but the size of a man's hand
Will spread and cover all the heavens o'er.
There is a sound faith hears alone. Prostrate
Before the mercy-throne, it pleads and pleads
Again. The sound is heard, abundant rain
Is coming. What seemed parched, and dry
Will :flourish yet again. The thirsty ground,
So hard and dry, seem'd by its very cracks
To cry-The. heavens hear the earth, the rain
Descends, the earth now hears the corn and wine.
Oh, 'midst our saddest nights of woe and pain,
Lord Jesus, give us faith to see the clouds,
So dark, so black, so gloomy now are but
J ehovah's chariot, in which He rides,
Some purpose to fulfil, some good to give.
If we belong to Him, then everythingEach attribute divine is now at work,
By the blest Trinity, for good to those
Whom He has lov'd. The golden light behind
The cloud will be revealed one day.
Bt'ighton.
LYDIA.
DID Jesus bear our sins in His own body upon the tree 1 Look
then to the Lamb of God, so shall no sin reign in thy mortal bMy.-

Mason.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE crisis with respect to the Transvaal is in an acute stage at the
time at which we write, and war seems very probable, but we
earnestly hope that it may be averted. Mr. CHA..'lBERLAIN made a
very wise proposal to the PRESIDENT of the Republic, namely, that the
questions in dispute should be referred to a Special Commission of
Inquiry, but so far there is no sign of his proposal being accepted.
THE International Peace Conference at the Hague has closed its
labours, but it has scarcely realized the hopes of its sanguine promoters. A daily newspaper says :-" The Conference has not exorcised
the spectre of war by which the nations are haunted, nor has it
reduced by one centime the burdens of that Armed Peace which
hang so heavily on the normal life of nations. That it has accomplished a great deal of valuable work we do not deny, but that work
does not perceptibly diminish the gravity of the problems which the
Conference was summoned to consider. The most conspicuous result
of its deliberations is the Arbitration scheme. This, ho\\'e"er, is only
conditionally valuable. It presupposes a state of things which does
not exist. It legislates for a condition of peace on which the world
has not yet entered, and which the Conference itself has shown it
cannot yet enter. Had it been possible to reduce armaments, to
make arbitration compulsory, and to provide a force to impose its
decisions on litigants, the arbitration scheme would have been of the
first importance. As it is, it only elaborates the mediation protocol
of 1856, and that we know has always been powerless when the quarrels
of States raised really warlike issues. How far the permanency of
the Arbitration Tribunal may tend to allay quarrels in their earlier
stages, and to prevent their reaching unmanageable dimensions, has yet
to be shown. We are afraid, however, that even in this respect it
will be found that the Hague Conference has accomplished little." A
curious commentary upon the real state of affairs on the Continent
with regard to peace and war is furnished by the details of the
German war budget, which have just been published for this year.
These indicate another great increase to the existing military establishments of Germany, arid a corresponding increase of expenditure
on war armaments. That expenditure has steadily increased year by
year, so that, whereas in 1890 it was under £30,000,000, it now
amounts to over £38,000,000 sterling! Oh, for the reign of the
Prince of Peace, when the nations shall learn and practise war no
longer!
THE ARCHBISHOPS of CANTERBURY and YORK have given their
final decision, after a long and careful enquiry, respecting some of
the practices of the Ritualists, and they have declared that the
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liturgical use of incense, and the carrying of lights in processions,
is not permitted by the law of the Church of England.
They
altogether reject the interpretation of the Ornaments Rubric which
the Ritualists have held, and upon which they have founded an
excuse for several of their extreme practices. They declare that
it was evidently the intention of the Reformers to bring back the
Communion service to the simplicity, as far as possible, of Apostolic
days; and they make a strong appeal to the clergy to abide
loyally by their decision.
Whether that decision and that appeal
will have ~ny extensive effect remains to be seen, but some of the
Ritualists have already expressed their determination to persist in
their illegal courses in spite of them.
A London paper says:"These extremists have worked themselves up to such a strange
view of their position that they actually urge that to obey the
Archbishops would be to set a bad example, and make disobedience
more difficult for their successors!
It seems a pity that these
contumacious clergymen cannot have a brief experience of the discipline of that Ohurch whose doctrines and whose ritual they so much
admire. The Church of Rome makes very short work of priests
who attempt to set up private judgment above constituted authority."
A GREAT Protestant Demonstration has been held at Cardiff, and
it proved to be a thorough llUccess. It is said to have been the
largest demonstration ever held in that town, and it was attended
by something like twelve thousand persons. It was presided over
by LORD WUIBORNE, and the utmost enthusiasm wnos manifested.
These Protestant demonstrations ought to haye a good effeet in
checking the advance of Romanism and Ritualism.
THE correspondent of the Times in Rome calls attention to a
remarkable article in the Nuova Antologia upon the progress of
Rumanism in England. It is written by Mr. RICHARD BAGOT, an
English Roman Catholic long resident in Rome. He appears to bc
singularly free from fanaticism, and also to have an intimate knowledge of English Roman Catholicism. His conclusion, supported by
abundant inductive and statistical evidence, is that England can
never become Roman Catholic. Nor does he believe Roman Catholicism to be making notable headway in England. "The truth is,"
he writes, "that, far from progressing, Roman Catholicism in England has for several years been stationary, if not losing ground.
Since the death of CARDINAL 1YIANNING much has been heard of the
extraordinary development of Romanism in England. It is noteworthy that during the illustrious prelate's life, when the Roman
Church was really gaining ground, there was little talk of progress.
CARDINAL 1YIANKING knew his countrymen, and never entertained
illusions concerning the probability of their conversion to the Catholic
faith." An analysis of the nature of the conversions to Romanism
in England confirms Mr. BAGOT'S belief that little or' no permanent
2 z
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progress is being made. Insuperable obstacles to the triumph of
Romanism lie in the strong dislike on the part of the masses of
English Churchmen and Nonconformists to the practice :Jf compulsory
confession, a point upon which the Roman Church cannot compromise; in the traditional repugnance to Papal domination, as repeatedly
manifested during the last fom centuries; in the object-lesson furnished by the miserable condition of Ireland under the superstitious
and ignorant dominion of the priests; and in the robust Protestantism of the bulk of the English nation. Ritualism, in Mr. BAGOT'S
opinion, gives the Roman Church little hold. English Ritualists
manufacture a pseudo-Catholicism of their own which, if not entirely
genuine, is at least devoid of the political drawbacks of Romanism.
"On this point," says Mr. BAGOT, "the Vatican cherishes many
illusions."
THE question of the Federation of our Australasian Colonies has
been decided in a very satisfactory manner. It has been put to
the vote in each separate colony, and it was carried with a large
majority, amidst great enthusiasm. This is very satisfactory, for the
closer that the bonds of union between the Mother Country and her
dependencies is drawn the better. Union is strength, isolation is
weakness. And this union may be exemplified in religious matters
as well as secular.
INTERESTING news reaches us from the far-distant South Sea
Islands. The venerable Dr. JOHN PATON, haviilg translated and
printed the whole of the New Testament in the Aniwan language,
had an intense desire to visit his beloved converts at Aniwa once
more, and to present to them personally this treasure. Accordingly,
notwithstanding his advanced age, he took ship from Sydney, and he
is now paying them a final visit, and he has sent home an account
of his reception. It was, as might be expected, a very cordial one,
although when he first approached the island, he \Vas unable to htnd
on account of the boisterous state of the surf, and he had to take
refuge in the neighbouring island of Tanna. But there, where his
son was landed two and a-half years ago, amongst the wildest savages,
who previously had determinedly rejected every effort made to plant
the Gospel amongst them, he had the joy of seeing a wonderful
change. He saw there a model church, which will seat 250 persons,
put up by the natives themselves, and made of natiYe material; and
in it he had the pleasure of addressing a congregation of 220
decently dressed natives, through an eloquent Tanna Christian Chief,
who acted as interpreter.
Dr. PATON says :-" After worship, the
native men and women were in groups all round, reading, and teaching
one another to read, Mark's Gospel and their hymns. Even when we
made a friendly call on the trader living nearest the station, with
its beautiful surroundings and English flowers-groups of Christian
native men were also around there teaching each other to read and
understand thll G:Jspel of Mark and their hymns. What but the

.
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teaching of Jesus could have produced such a change 1 What a
contrast to seeing every man, and many of the women, carrying loaded
rifles, all nude, painted savages, which was the case when, about twoand-a-half years ago, we helped to settle our son, his wife, and lay
helper, and two Aniwan teachers among them! And now we did not
see a naked man or woman among them, or one carrying a rifle,
except one powerfully-built tall old chief. On this Sabbath at least
the Gospel of Mark and hymn-book were held, and the rifle discarded,
and peace and happiness prevailed among the Christians, which displays and commends the acceptance of the Gospel to all. We all
praised the Lord for such a change, evidently the work of the Holy
Spirit." Dr. PATON was very desirous of placing copies of the
complete Aniwan New Testament in the hands of all his converts in
Aniwa who could read (and all above infancy cn1Z read), and now his
desire has been fulfilled. He says that" they received the book with
great joy. They had prayed and wrought many years to pay for its
printing and binding, and now they are gladly reading, and trying
with our help to understand the portions of it that are new to them.
I hope that, by the Holy Spirit's sanctifying power, it will increase
their light, love, and devotion to Jesus and His work."
Sn.ULARLY interesting news comes from South America. BISHOP
STIRLING, Bishop of the Falkland Islands, who superintends the
Missions of the South American Mission Society, has lately been
visiting the Society's Mission among the Lengua Indians in Paraguay,
and he writes :-" It was my happiness to meet at one of the Society's
stations on the coast of the River Paraguay the Rev. T. B. WESTGATE
and Messrs. GRUBB, PRIDE, Hu~'1', HAWTREY and Dr. LOVE. They
had come from the central station to meet me, accompanied by a group
of seventeen Indians. The roads were in a very bad state, and I was
dissuaded from returning with them to the Indian village, some 100
miles inland, not as the crow flies, but by the devious bullock-cart
track. I was greatly interested and impressed by my visit. I have
never come across a more hopeful band of missionaries in all my
The barriers of
experience. Almost an air of triumph prevails.
language have been largely ,broken down.
The reticence of the
Indians has been overcome. The secrets of the prevailing witchcrafts
have been laid bare, and ears have been opened to the' new words,'
the message of God, from the lips of the missionaries. And not only
do the people listen to the 'words,' they have quickly grasped much
of their meaning, and, furthermore, have declared themselves under
the duty of proclaiming them to others, and they do so.
The
missionaries are the accepted chiefs of the Lengua tribe, and exercise a
most beneficent sway over them. Each member of the Mission has an
acknowledged authority of control.
Murderers and murderesses,
everyone under the influence of witchcraft, these Indians are turning
aside from this cruel dominion, and beginning to accept the law of
Christ. Of these I baptized only two. Mr. GRUBB exercises great
caution; and while many would willingly accept baptism, he has
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determined to treat them as probationers for a year or so longer. The
Indians from the interior are fine men, free from the taints of social
evils, their frames splendidly formed, their skins glowing with health.
It delighted me to see theDl, and to realize that they were among the
called into the kingdom of God. It seemed a crime, even from a
physical point of view, to condemn such a race to destruction beeause,
in their state of ignorance, they failed to understand and to conform
to the exigencies of an invading civilization. Of late several lnmdreds
have been massacred, because some of their number have made raids
upon the property of European settlers. I should rejoice if in future,
by aid of the Mission, such slaughter should become manifestly
needless. There is a growing feeling, I am glad to say, against the
butchel'ies that have disgraced the past. The Red Cross Society is
moving in the matter, and I hope that my Bishop's Council may
co-operate with that Society in working up a humane and merciful
spirit in the country in regard to the Indians. If so, there is an
instrument at hand. The missionaries are ready, and full of spirit, to
take up the generous task. By the aid of the Lengua tribe they have
already gained the confidence of other tribes, who have sent messages
inviting them to come to their territory. I need not say how gladly
they welcome this feeling of confidence, and how anxious they are to
reeiprocate it. Of the eventual success they have no doubt, for they
work through native agency, and have reason to expect that favourable
results will follow. The missionaries have thrown in their lots \,ith the
Indians. In their journeyings the ground is their bed, the wild
fruits of the country their support. They know hunger and thirst,
and much weariness at times j but their hearts are overflowing with
joy and hope. God is with them, they believe j and His Word shall
have free course and be glorified."
D. A. D.
ADAM'S state, even in innocency, seems to crave for help j wherefore
it is manifest that state is short of that we attain by the resurreetion from the dead; yea" forasmuch as his need required earthly
help, it is apparent his condition was not heavenly. "The first man
is of thc earth earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven."
Adam in his first state was hot spiritual. That was not first which
is spiritual, but that which is natural, and afterwards that which is
spiritual. Wherefore those that think it enough to attain to the state
of Adam in innocency, think it sufficient to be mere naturalists j think
themselves well, without bcing made spiritual. Yea, let me add,
they think it safe standing by a covenant of works j they think themselves happy, though not concerned in a covenant of grace j they
think they know enough, though ignorant of a Mediator, and count
they have no need of the intercession of Jesus Christ. Adam stood
by a covenant of works j Adam's kingdom was an earthly paradise j
Adam's excellency was that he had no need of a Saviour j and Adam's
knowledge was ignorant of Jesus Christ.
Adam, in his greatest
glory, wanted earthly comforts j Adam in his inllocency was a mere
natural man."-John iJun.ljan
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
BY THE SECRETARY.
ONE of the most interesting meetings of the Society took place on
Friday, July 14th, when the inmates of the Camberwell and Stamford
Hill Homes journeyed in private vehicles to the Hornsey Rise Home,
to spend a few hours with their fellow-recipients and a considerable
number of the out-pensioners, together with members of the Committee,
lady visitors, and other friends. Through the kind providence of God
the day was beautifully fine, and the refreshment and rest were
greatly enjoyed by the guests.
Luncheon was provided in the
Asylum Hall for those from a distance, and the afternoon was
spent in rambling through the gardens, and in happy converse under
the ample shade. It was interesting to note here a veteran who had
passed through the Crimean War, and is now in the Camberwell Home,
narrating his experiences to an aged friend living at Hornsey Rise;
there in another group might be seen three aged friends who ~ad
met after long absence, and were gratefully testifying to the 10Vlllg
faithfulness of their Covenant-keeping God. "
Tea was provided in' the Hall, about 21'0 sitting down, and the
ladies during the day held a supplementary Sale of Work. 'rhis was
unusually successful, owing to the generosity of a gentleman who gave
a donation to clear the stalls. The Committee desire it to be known
that the Sale of Work is simply what it professes to be, and is in no
sense a Bazaar with a multitude of questionable attractions..
In the evening a meeting was held, presided over by Mr. SAi\1UEL
SHARP.
Among the supporters of the Institution present were
Mrs. 'iV. H. COLLINGRIDGE, Mrs. H. J. LAWSON, and Misses IVES, HAYLEs,
and BUMSTEAD.
Excellent addresses were given by the Revs. G.
PLAFORD, W. SINDEN, and W. WOODS, and by Mr. V·,T. H. COLLINGRIDGE
and Mr. W. ABBOTT.
A few words from the Secretary brought
the proceedings to a close.
Our aged friends sincerely appreciate a day such as this, and the
visits that subscribers pay them from time to time. The gardens
are full of flowers, and inviting seats are placed in shady nooks and
corners for the inmates and their visitors.

.'

"THY Maker is thine Husband"; and what will not the loving
husband do for his wife 1 He loves to see her well clothed. Christ
has put upon His bride the best robe of imputed righteousness, covered
her with the garments of salvation, and decked her with the beautiful
ornaments of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit. He has paid all
her debts, supplies all her wants, and provides for all her needs.
" Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friend." And how sweet and precious it is to trace all up to love.
Love is a lovely thing among mortals, but the love of Christ! Oh,
how endearing! It makes us long to love Him more who hath done
so much for us Gracious Spirit, stir up our love for Jesus.-The late

Gem'ye Cowell.
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Rugby: Past and P1·esent,. with an Historical Account of Neighbuu1'ing Pa'fishes. By the Rev. W. O. WAIT, M.A., B.C.L., of
Worcester College, Oxford. Rugby: .Albert Frost and Sons.
RESIDEK'l'S in Rugby or its neighbourhood, and those who take an
interest in the town from having some connection with its farfamed Public School, will find in this volume much to interest
them. It 'is very well written, and contains a large amount of
information collected from ever-so-many different sources respecting
the School, its foundation and history, and the town of Rugby,
and several of the neighbouring parishes. The author has evidently
expended a very considerable amount of pains and trouble upon the
work, and it does him much credit. It is embellished with a large
number of excellent illustrations.
Memoin of the Life, Times, and W1'itings of Thomas Boston, of Ett1'ick.
Written by Himself. With Appendices. New Edition. Price 4s.
Glasgow: John M'Keilage; London; W. Wileman.
WE have read this book with much pleasure, and we trust, with
profit. It is a new edition of a work which has been three times
published, first in 1776, secondly, in 1805, and again in ] 852. It
deserved republishing. THOMAS BOSTON was a remarkable man,
one deeply taught in spiritual things, and also a distinguished
preacher. His times, no doubt, were very different to ours. The
sacramental gatherings of which he so frequently speaks, when
multitudes used to flock together from all parts of the surrounding
country, and be welcomed with unbounded hospitality, and listen with
unabated interest to a whole series of lengthy sermons and addresses,
are scarcely to be found in Scotland now, except, perhaps, to a very
limited extent in some parts of the Highlands and the Islands, where
the custom still lingers. Congregations, alas! now-a-days would not
appreciate a service upon an ordinary occasion of one hour and a
quarter, followed by a sound Gospel sermon of two hours' duration; nor
would they probably care for their regular pastors to preach upon one
subject, Sabbath after Sabbath, for a period of two years, and from one
text for several months! Such was the case, however, with THOMAS
BOSTON and his congregation about the beginning of the eighteenth
century. In these memoirs the good man's inner life is re\'ealed to us,
his 40pes and fears, his joys and sorrows, his temptations and his
burdens, his heavenly aspirations, and his ardent spiritual desires.
His language is quaint, but all the more expressive, and sometimes it
reminds one of the saintly RUTHERFORD. For example, he writes: "I
have little to give, yet I can willingly, upon the command of God,
give what I may to any, and far more would I to poor saints; I am
sure I would if I could help any of them nearer Christ, and I rejoice
in their spiritual and temporal welfare; They are the' excellent' in my
esteem; 'I delight' in, their society (at least, I desire to do it) when
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they are most heavenly, and the Lord knows grace commends any
more to me than anything else whatever. Of all portions I desire
none other but Him; I am content to take Christ for all, and think
Him a goodly, complete, and satisfactory 'heritage.' And many
times my soul blesseth God that hath 'given me counsel' to make
that choice. Be' movcd' as I will, I resolve to grip to Him and
cleave to Him for ever. And the Lord knows it is the desire of my
heart to keep my eY0 always on Him, and in my preaching this day
He was 'before me,' to bring myself and others near Him. I cannot
find much heart-joy, but only my heart rejoiceth to use' my glory' to
speak His commendation. And I think I could venture my flesh and
spirit both on His mercy. And God knows Christ is the 'soul,' the
life, the sap, and marrow of everything I have or expect. I would
fain hope He will 'show me the path of life.' I believe that at His
face is -' fulness of joy,' for I have sometimes had great joy in some
blinks of it; and that' at His right hand are pleasures for evermore.'
And 0 that my sonl would be content to be there, to be satisfied with
His likeness, Lord, Thou knowest." Again:" Last Lord's Day night
I had some thoughts as to evidences for heaven, which I resumed
to-day. (J) I am content to take Christ as my Prophet, to be taught
by Him what is my duty, that I may comply with it; I am content
to know what is my sin, that I may turn from it; and by grace
I know something of what it is to make use of Christ as a Prophet
in this case; and I desire to learn of Him, as the only Mastf)r, what
is the will of God, and the mystery of renouncing my own wisdom,
which J reckon but weakness and folly. (2) I know and am persuaded,
that I am a lost creature; that justice must be satisfied; that I am
not able to satisfy it, nor no creature for me; that Christ is able,
and His death and sufferings are sufficient satisfaction. On this I
throw my soul with its full weight; here is my hope and only confidence. My duties-I believe the best of them-would damn me,
sink me to the 101lest pit, and I must needs be washed in that precious
blood, and can have no acceptanee with God but through His intercession. I desire to have nothing to do with an absolute God, nor
to converse with God, but only through Christ. I am sensible that
I have nothing to commend me to God, nor to Christ, that He may
take my cause in hand. If He should .damn me, He should do me no
wrong. But the cord of love is let out, even the Covenant in His
blood; I accept of it, and at His command lay hold on it and venture.
This is faith in spite of devils. And my heart is pleased with the
glorious device of man's sa.lvation through Christ, carrying all the
praise to free grace, and leaving nothing of it to the creature.
(3) My soul is content of Him for my King; and although I cannot
be free of sin, God Himself knows He "I\'ould be welcome to make
havoc of my lusts, and to make me holy. I know no lust that I would
not be content to part with. My will, bound hand and foot, I desire
to lay at His feet; and though it will strive, whether I will or not,
I believe whatever God does to me is best done. (4) Though afflictions of themselves can be no evidence of the Lord's love; yet forasmuch as the native product of afflictions and strokes from the hand
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of the Lord is to drive the guilty away from the Lord; when I find it
is not so with me, but that I am rlrawn to God by them, made to kiss
the rod, and to accept of the punishment of my iniquity, to love God
more, and to have more confidence in Him, and kindly thoughts of His
way, and find my heart more closely cleaving to Him, I cannot but
think such an affliction an evidence of love. I have met with many
troubles, and the afflictions I have met with have been very rem9.rkable
in their circumstances. Often have I seen it, and now once more
verified in my lot, 'For we are made a spectacle to the world, and
to angels, and to men,' &c. (1 Cor. iv. 9). Now I am as a weaned
child, through grace, in the matter. Let the Lord do what seemeth
Him good."

::iongs of ViCt01·y. A collection of 543 Hymns and 144 Choruses.
London:
Alfred Holness;
Compiled by ANDREW W. BELL.
Glasgow: R. L. Allan and Son.
A NEW compilation of sacred songs and hymns, suitable for Christian
worship and private devotional use, including a large number of
the grand old hymns with which we are all familiar, and many new
and original ones suited t.o awaken, direct, and sustain spiritual
life. It also gives at the end of the volume no less than 144
choruses, for use at Evangelistic and open.air meetings, &c. The
selection seems to have been made judiciously, and the music, both
in the staff and sol-fa editions, is well and clearly printed.
The History oj Pmtestantisrn. By Rev. J. A. WYLlE, LL.D. With
five hundred and fifty Illustrations by the best artists. Vo!. I.
London: Cassell and Co.
AN exceedingly valuable work. We hope that it may be very
widely circulated and read. It describes in a full and an interesting
manner the development of the Papacy, from the times of
CONSl'AN'rINE, with its abuses and the forgeries upon which its
arrogant claims were founded; then the advent of Protestantism
in the times of 'i~TICLIFFE and Huss, and its history in Germany,
England, and Switzerland. This volume brings the history up to
the Diet of Augsburg in 1530.. The illustrations are excellent.

SWEET MUSIC FOR POOR SELF-EMPTIED SOULS.
IN darkness here I went astray,
.\ I cannot walk without His might;
And wandered from the Gospel way; I cannot see without His light;
And since the Saviour gave me sight I can have no access to God,
But through the merit of His blood.
I cannot see without His light.
My limping feet are apt to trip,
And need a prop at every step;
If Jesus once let go His arm,
I fall, and get some awful harm.

So poor, and blind, and lame I am,
My all is bound up in the Lamb;
And blessed am I when I see
My emptiness and poverty.
-John Be1Tidge.

