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•• Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are cOlofortecl of GOd. u -2 COR. i. 4.

AT JACOB'S WELL.
«Now Jacob's well 1cas there. Jesus therefore, being wea1'ied with
His y'ourney, sat thw! on the weil,. and it was about the sixth
lwU1·."-JOHN iv. 6.
THE ways of the LoRD JESUS in the days of His flesh, as recorded in
the four Gospels, are fnll of precious instruction for the spiritual mind.
And amongst the most attractive incidents in His goings and doings
are those which to merely natural minds appear trifling and commonplace. For instance, the fact mentioned in the passage above-quoted,
that the SON of MAN, wearied by a long journey, sat down to rest at a
wayside well, would appear to most readers of the narrative to be a
matter of little concern to them. To a trne-hearted disciple of the
LDRD JESUS, on the contrary, such a fact-deemed by the HOLY
QHOST worthy of being recorded in the imperishable Scripturessupplies one of those indirect touches of truth which go to prove the
reality of the manhood of the eternal SON of GOD, and to give
1'eality to the sympathies which He exercises for His brethren in their
practical need day by day. We would not, on any consideration, be
without these simple but convincing evidences that JESUS was" in
all points" tried even as we are, for they serve to endear Him to our
souls in a way peculiarly their _own, and to knit us to Him in our
varied daily experiences with a sweet persuasiveness which' words
fail us to explain.
The incident under notice is marked with transparent naturalness,
and obvious historical accuracy. "Jacoo's well was there." It was
in that part of Samaria, where the patriarch had long previously
purchased a parcel of land, when he was a stranger and a tentdweller in Canaan. " And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Sheehem,
which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan-aram;
and pitched his tent before the city. And he bought a parcel of a
field, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of
Ramor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money. And he
erected there an altar, and called it "El-elohe-Israel" [GOD the
GOD of Israel]. Thus we read in Genesis xxxiii. 18-22. It was truly
" consecrated" ground. Hereon Jacob sacrificed, in faith of the
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coming of the LAMB of GOD-the one availing sacrifice for sin. To
Joseph this sacred spot was given by his believing father, and herein,
it would appear, his bones were laid when-according to his dying
request-they were brought up out of Egypt; as we read in
Joshua (xxiv. 32) :-" And the bones of Joseph, which the children'of
Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel
of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor, the father of
Shechem, for an hundred pieces of silver; and it became the
inheritance of the children of Josepll." Here it probably was that
JEHOVAH had first appeared to ABRAHAM-in the promised land
(Gen. xii. 6).
To the mind of the LORD JESUS these holy local
associations were all present when He took His seat on the .welL
We do not read of this well in the Old Testament. But among
shepherds, in.patriarchal times, a "well" (that is, a spring of water),
was a land title. A well, near Nablous-the ancient Sychar, or
Shechem-still exists, and is uniformly accepted by Christians,
Arabs, Greeks, Samaritans, and Jews as "Jacob's well." "'Vater is
scarce in Oriental lauds, and therefore often involves grave questions
of property. To possess a well (spring) represents wealth, or, at
any rate, independence. Hence, Solomon speaks, "Drink waters
out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well "
(Prov. v. 15). The neighbourhood of wells has been the scene of
many a terrible battle in Eastern lands.
.
:;-~" Wells digged, which thou diggedst not," were among the special
blessings GOD promised to His Israel in connection with the land of
Canaan (Deut. vi. 11). Iu this remarkable promise the freeness of
salvation-through CHRIST-was pre-figmed, for He Himself was that
"Well of Water" which springs up "into everlasting life" (John iv.
14), and which can be had only" without money and without price."
The CHRIST of GOD is not" a spring shut up, a fountain sealed," but
a well of salvation out of which spiritually thirsty souls may, with.
joy, draw water freely and unto satiety. "And I will satiate the
soul of the priests with fatness, and My people shall be satisjiea.
with My goodness, saith the Lord" (Jer. xxxi. 14). In the words of
CHRIST Himself, "I will give him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely" (Rev. xxi. 6). "Ho, everyone that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and
eat; yea, come, buy wine !ll1d milk without money and without price"
(Isaiah Iv. 1). The well of Jacob yielded only such waters as
satisfy nature's thirst, and the woman of Samaria who came thither
to draw knew no other thirst than that, until JESUS showed her the
iniquities of her sins and her need of spiritual cleansing. It was,
doubtless, for this work of mercy that He needed to go through.
Jew-despised Samaria. He chose the well of the patriarch, with its
suggestive lessons, to be be the site of the favoured sinner's salvation. He was in search of worshippers for His FATHER, and one of
the objects of His everlasting love was, He foreknew, to be found
"at the sixth hour" of the day at that spot. He waited the arrival
of the unconscious sinner. The LORD JESUS is always beforehand in
the operations of His grace. " We love Him because He first loved
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US." "I am sought of them that asked not for Me; I am--found of
them that sought Me not" (Isaiah lxv. 1). The names of Gentile
sinners, Samaritan sinners, 3,re inscribed in the LAMB'S Book of Life.
"And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall
be My people" (Zech. ii. 11). From the ea"t and from the west
" many" are called in GOD'S free and soyereign grace to occupy seats
in the kingdom of heaven and glory. The Samaritan fields were
"white already to harvest" when JESUS, "the LORD of the harvest,"
visited them. He ever comes in His season. The extremity of the
sinner's necessity is His loving opportnnity. It was" while we were
yet sinners CHRIST died for us" (Rom. v. 6). It was" even when we
were dead in sins" that GOD, who is rich in mercy, "loved us" with
His" great love" (Eph. ii. 4, 5).
JESUS sat "thus" on the well-He Himself the fountain of
salvation-and an empty vessel, an earthenware vessel, was about to
be filled from the living stream, "clear as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of GOD and of the LAMP." It was a wondrous providence
which constrained the Samaritan sinner to visit the ancient well just
at the hour when the spring was about to break forth! How lovely it
is to trace cause and effect in the actings of J ehovah's love toward
His far-off people! The twelve disciples had gone ,away to the city
"to buy meat." But JESUS had" meat to eat" that they "knew
not of." His meat was found in His work of seeking and saving those
whom the FATHER had given into His redeeming hands. And so it
is still. His joy is that of finding the sheep that were lost. His
cup runs over when the HOLY SPIRIT convinces of sin and works
godly sorrow for sin in the heart of eyen "one sinner." That visit
to Jacob's well, therefore, was a memorable day in the experienceof the adorable SON of MAN.
He revealed Himself to that
poor, wretched, J ew-d.espised woman of Samaria as He neverdid to the proud-hearted Pharisees and Sadducees, or even to
the High Priest himself.
Such things were concealed from "the
wise and prudent." They were only re,ealed unto the humble and
contrite, the tremblers at GOD'S Word, the babes and little ones, of
whom" the kingdom of heaven" consists. "JESUS saith unto her, I
that speak unto thee am He "-the predicted" CHRIST "-the "LA~{B.
slain from the fOlmd:;l.tion of the world"- " the Righteousness of
saints "-" the Rock of Ages "-" the Mediator of the New Covenant " "Salvation unto the uttermost." This marvellous revelation of'
Himself to the sin-stricken, heart-searched Samaritan filled _her
with unutterable gladness, and she left her earthenware waterpot at the feet of JESUS to run with the glad tidings to
her former companions in sin.
"The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,.
Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did; is not
this the CHRIST 7 And they went out of the city, and came unto Him."
Her penitence and her faith, her confession of sin, and her zeal to
lead her quondam associates in evil to the cleansing streams of
Divine mercy, al1~certified and seale\l the reality of the WOrk which
had been effected in her soul. J~ike the springs which fed, and had for
2 '1' 2
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ages fed, the well of Jacob-deep and hidden from the eye of man
-the spiritual life which had divinely flowed into that Samaritan
heart was "hid with CHRIST in GOD." As the pure, satisfying
draughts which the Sychar spring yielded to the thirsty toiler or
traveller, so a Spirit-begotten life now circulated in sanctifying,
satisfying efficacy throughout the sphere of a new creation-and
"with joy" continued supplies were drawn from the "wells of salvation." The hidden springs at bottom of the patriarchal well (which
was "deep "), were no stagnant waters, but were in unceasing, though
silent, motion day and night.
Thus, too, the operations of the
indwelling SPIRIT of grace are active and incessant.
Little know
we, "whence' He cometh, or whither He goeth," and His office it is
to search all things. "yea, the deep things of GOD" (1 Cor. ii. 10).
The motions of the SPIRIT in the heart of the believer are no
temporal, fitful experiences.
They become increasingly manifest to
the happy subjects of them-so that they desire above all tbings else
to be "filled with the SPIRIT." The written Word opens unlimited
treasures of light and truth for the contemplation of such as, "led by
the SPIRIT," thirst after the living GOD, and they earnestly desire
that "the Word of CHRIST may dwell in them ricbly" (Col. iii. 16).
Thus, the living water which JESUS gives is, "in " the quickened
sinner, a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life (John
iv. 14). "The secret" of the new life "is with the righteous, and
He will show them His Covenant." The promise is sure, "And
thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water,
whose waters fail not" (Isaiah l,iii. 11).
Be it ours, then, dear fellow believers, to be much at the well·bead,
\vhere the LORD JESuS CHRIST gives forth His rich supplies. Ob,
bring empty vessels, "not a few," to recei,e "out of His fulncss, and
grace for grace." About this receiving from CHRIST'S all-fulness there
is a blessed peculiarity. In nature, when a vessel is filled, its capacity to
receIve more ceases. But when tbe believer's heart is filled with
CHRIST, there is thereby produced an enlargement to receive more and
more! As one has said, take a drop from the ocean, and it is so much
the less, but CHRIST'S fulness is inexhaustible. " Eat, 0 friends; drink,
yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song v. 1). His love surpasseth
knowlege.
His mercy endnreth for ever. The grace of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST is unsearchable in its riches. His righteousness is unto
all, and upon all that believe. His blood is precious, His promises
are precious, "He" Himself-beyond even these-" is precious," and
"altogether lovely." "0 taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed
is the man that trnsteth in Him" (Psalm xxxiv. 8).
"Oh, I am my Beloved's,
And my Beloved is mine!
He brings a poor, vile sinner
Into His house of wine:
I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand,
Not e'en where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."
THE EDITOR.
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A GOOD WORD.
"Heaviness in the heart maketh it stoop j but a good word lnaketh it
glad."-PBOVERBS xii. 25.
vVrLLIAM RmfAINE, whose name is fragrant still among all lovers of
the glorious verities of the fverla!!ting Covenant, used-upwards of a
hundred years ago-to pay periodical visits in the neighbourhood of
Bristol, and preach for weeks together in the pulpit of the Church of
. Mary-le-port. When, recently, we turned over the leaves of his collected works-a rare treasury of soul-edifying Evangelical truth-we
met with the following reference to our church at Bristol. It occurs
ill a letter (undated) which follows one dated "Jan., 1794." God's
honoured servant entered into his eternal rest in July, 1795. The'
letter is No. clnviii. ill the series of his collected correspondence..
" My good friend," he writes, "I give you the earliest intelligence of"
our motions, in which you are pleased to interest yourself. It is om'
year to visit ray sister at Tiverton, to whom we go the beginning of
July; afterwards, I have taken the care of St. Mary-Port Chi.ll'ch in
Bristol for four Sundays. After which I hope God will open a way for
us to see our friends at P - - and to help one another forward in the
best things-which will be (if all things favour) in October, and of
which I shall inform you again and again in the course of the summer. May our hearts meet often in the centre of union."
When entering the time-honoured pulpit of Mary-le-port Church,..
dlll'ing the past twenty years of. our ministrations in the parish, a
solemn impression has been made on the mind in association with
the fact of the venerated RmIAum's presence and testimony in the
same place.* While wholly rejecting all idea of hero-worship, and
* It may, perhaps, be of interest to some of our readers if we furnish here a
few particulars regarding the pre·Reformation Church of St. Mary-Ie.Port,
Bristol, wherein during the past 120 years the Gospel of Christ. has been
maintained by a succession of Evangelical and Protestant rectors. From
BARRETT'S History and A ntiquilies of the City of Bristol, we gather that the
original building had most probably ~WILLIAM, EARL of GLOUCESTER, for its
founder, for" he is expressly said, about A.D. 1170-in the time of HENRY the
SECOND-to have granted and confirmed this Church to the Priory of Keynsham,
for the sustentation of the Canons there, as appears in the recital of KING
EDWARD. the SECOND deed dated 5th Jan., 1318, confirming that donation."
In the Lincoln manuscript, 1291, is the valuation of this Rectory thus, "Eccle8ia
Beatre Marire portn~ Abbati Keynsham, 208." BARRETT adds of the building,
that it stands "on rising ground above the Avon, the north side of it; and
there formerly was a gradual ascent to it from the river, where ships of old time
usually discharged their cargo'es, whence it took the name of Mary of the Port."
An alternative name) however, "St. Mary-de-Foro," has been associated with
this parish, in consequence of the market being located thereabouts. Before
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avoiding the evil of over-exalting those instruments whom God has
been pleased to use in a more eminent degree for the furtherance
of His kingdom on earth, we yet are exhorted in Scripture to
"remember" those who have spoken unto us the Word of God, and
"to follow" their faith (Heb. xiii. 7). Their gracious examples as
Christ's witnesses may well serve to stimulate our own zeal for the
truth, and assure us that if, as they did, we continue faithful unto
the end, we too Rhall be made a lasting blessing to the redeemed
people. of the Lord, and that, like them, although we die, our faith
:shall yet proclaim the praises of our God. "No man liveth to
himself." In the words of the late Dr. HORATILS BOXAR, be it the
language of each of our hearts:"I need not be missed, if another succeed me,
To reap down those fields which in spring I have sown;
He who ploughed and who sowed is not missed by the reaper,
He is only remembered by what he has done.
"Not myself, but the truth that in life I have spoken,
Not myself, but the seed that in life I have sown,
Shall pass on to ages; all about me forgotten,
S:1Ve the truth I have spoken, the things I have done.
-"So let my living be, so be my dying;
So let my name lie, unblazoned, unknown;
-Unpraised and unmissed, I shall still be remembered;
Yes-but. remembered by what I have done."
,Ye Olye it to the "affiicted and poor people" of God's flock to
seek to share their burdens, and so fulfil the la w of Christ.
The
the Reformation several endowed ch!trities belonged to the Chmch, and Masses
were said for the repose of the souls of the misguided donors. Thus," l'HlLLIS
HOLLow.-l.Y, in 1417, gdoye £20 by will to found a ch!tpel for a priest to pray for
her soul. Mr. JOHN INHYNG, 1457, by will, gave fifteen shops and a rack in
Bear Lane in Temple Street, and a house there, for Mass to be celebmted for ever
on Valentine's Day in the Chapel of St. Katherine, and that eight priests should
attend the celebration, each to have 4d. JOR" NEWMAN settled the rent of his
tenement in the Shambles for another Mass." These superstit.ious institutions
were all suppressed in 1546, by HENRY the EIGHTH .
. The entrance to the present pulpit is by a flight of steps in a turret at
the south side of the chancel arch. These steps, in pre-Reformation times,
conducted to the Rood-Ioft-so-called because erected there was the "Rood"
(from rod) the Crucifix -with its idolatrous appendages. The loft, with all its
images and decorations, was probably taken down and burnt by command of
HENRY, in 1538, at which time an order came to Bristol for the destroying of
divers Rood-lofts, and figures of "Saints" then remaining in the churches.
Whether, during the h!tppily brief reign of MARY TUDOR, the Papal objects
of worship were restored, cannot be ascertained. It is probable that they were,
for' the Rector of Mary-Port at that period, JOHN PITT, appears to have
been a man of singularly pliable religious opinions. He became Rector in 1547
-the year of the death of HENRY. He appears to have conformed under
EOWARD the SIXTH, and, when MARY. succeeded and restored the Mass and

The Gospel Magazine.

583

{lrosses and sorrows of God's beloved family are designed to be much
If one member of the
more than personal in their application.
mystical body of Christ suffer, it is that all may sympathize with that
distressed member and minister to its necessities. "Who comforteth
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted
'Of God" (2 Cor. i. 4). The God of tried Israel is "the God of all
<Jonsolation" and "the Father of mercies." Sin and discipline are
"Many are the affiictiOllS of the
inseparable in true believers.
righteous," but they need them all. The work of the Gospel ministry
is to make this fact cltlar to those who are" exercised" and "burdened,'
and to .lead their poor wounded hearts-in the power of the
Holy Spirit-to Him who alone can administer relief and healing.
None but Jesus can adequately appreciate the meaning of that
word "heaviness" which stands at the head of this "·Wayside
Note.". "Heaviness in the heart maketh it stoop." No heart ever
" stooped" as did His, for no sorrow-burden ever equalled, or even
approached, His, for" heaviness." "The Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all." And again, "Reproach hath broken My heart, and I
am full of heaviness: and Ilooked for some to have pity, but there was
nOlle; and for comfort, but I found none." No deliverance, in His
case, was possible but such as should follow His atoning sufferings
unto death. The cnp of curse must be wholly consumed, or the
salvation of His guilty people could not be righteously effected. But
'On "the third day" the" good word" was spoken! At the grave's
"mouth it was proclaimed: "I ,vill declare the decree: the Lord hath
kindled the fires of martyrdom, to have conformed to the Romish religion,
yet once more changing when Protestant ELIZABETH abolished Popery in England
and put her hand to the completion of the Reformation. Mr. PITT appearsby death, or otherwise-to have vacated the benefice in 1560, ·01' two years after the
accession of ELIZABETH. From BARRETT'S History, it would seem that from 1272
to 1779, thirty-three Rectors held the appointment, since which latter date five
more must be added -including the present EDITOR of this Magazine-making
in all thirty-eight Rectors, in the period of 628 years, an a,erage of about 16~
years each. Among.the eminent men of God who, at the close of last century,
and in the first half of the present century, prea.ched in Mal-y-Port pulpit the
Word of grace, besides the Rev. WILLIA>I RO>IAEE, were the Rev. THo>IAS
SCOTT. the Rev. T. T. BIDDULPH, the Rev. THOMAS GRINFIELD, and the Rev.
- WV. B. MACKE;NZIE; and during the last fifty years the Rev. JAMES MARSHALL,
the Rev. DUNCKLEY THOMAS, the Rev. SAMUEL AllRAIIAM WALKER, the Rev.
Dr. DOUDNEY, the Rt". VVILLIAM SAUSDERS, the Rev. HENRY BARNE. the
Rev. F. A. BAINES, the Rev. JAMES BATTERSBY. the Rev. W. K. HOLLESTON,
the Hev. J. C. MARTIN, the Hey. TALBOT GREAVES, and the Hev. WILLIAM
LUSH. Thus, there has been a remarkable continuity of distinctive Gospef
testimony borne within the ancient walls of this parish church.
The area of the parish itself is vei'y small, and is situated in the heart of
the " city." The parochial records show that when in the days-Iong~ago
merchants and tra despeople resided on the pl'emises where they conducted their
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said unto Me, Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten Thee"
(Psalm ii. 7). Heaviness had long made the heart of the Blessed One
to stoop, but joy came unto Him on the morning of the resurrection.
The "good word" from the lips of His loving Father lifted Him up
from the dust, and exalted Him to the right hand of the majesty on
high, "far above all principalIties, and power, and might, and dominion"
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in
that which is to come."
And to this pattern and experience must all His followers be conformed, except in so far as the sufferings of Christ were penal in their
nature, and those of His believillg people are only disciplinary. Thejustified sinner can never come into condemnation. The divine wra.th
has been fully met in the blood of Christ, Jesus. There is no penal element
in the believer's lot. Yet" many are the affiictions of the righteous."
The Valley of Baca is still the appointed pathway to the city where
tears shall be wiped from all faces, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away. An old divine has remarked, "Grief is like lead. to the
soul- heavy and cold-it sinks downward, and carries the soul with
it." This is most true, yet it remains to be said that the griefs and
burdens of the righteous are God-appointed for a good end.
That
" end" is not 'the swallowing up of the exercised child of God with
" overmuch sorrow." Fat' from it. For every dispensation of tribulation allotted to the believer in Christ there is laid up a " good word,"
which, in the end, when Divinely spoken, will explain the mystery
business, the population of Ma,ry-Port was considerable, and m'en so lat.ely asseventy years since it amounted to 300. In 1749 there were 96 honses in the
parish, whereas, when the census of 1891 was ta,ken, there were but 40, of
which only 11 were inhabited on the Sunday-29 being closed from Saturday
to Monday and the occupants resident in the subllrbs. The entire population
on Census Sunday in 1891 was 51, of whom 16 were males and 35 females.
NotWithstanding the forsaken condition of the parish on the Lord's Day, however, the Gospel of God's grace attracts good congregations from all parts
of Bristol and the "neighbourhood on Sunday, and also at the weekevening service, held on Thursdays. Three weekly Bible Classes are held, a
congregational Prayer Meeting, and a Bible School attended by 140 children
of the poorest class, gathered from the courts and lanes of the city. A special
sermon for young men and women is preached on the first L~rd's Day evening
in each month. These discourses have been much blessed. 'Vorship at MaryPort, wholly free from modern innovations, is hearty and earnest, the singing
of the truthful and experiment.1 hymns found in the late Rev. C. B. SNEPP'S
Songs of Gracg and Glory to old-fashioned tunes being very impressive. AlE.
inspired words occurring in the services are reverently nad, bnt the uninspired
Te Deum and the Glorias are sung. The use of the time-honoured, legal gown is,
of course, retained in the pulpit, as is the case in se\'eral other Bristol churches.
The edification of the living Church of God is, above all things else, sought as
the end of the teaching at Mary-Port. Consequently, all external distractions
are jealously excluded, and the strictest simplicity in the worship of Him
who wills to be worshipped "in spirit" is nniformly maintained.
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of suffering.
The Lord has a messenger of consolation in reserve
whorn He will seasonably send to Bis distressed ones with some token
of His love. Thus it was with the tried Thessalonians-Timothy
was commissioned to bear to them words of cheer, "good words,"
and to soothe their wounded hearts.
"'Wherefore," writes Paul,
"when we could no longer forbear, ,,'e thought it good to be left at
Athens alone; and sent Timotheu8, our brother, and minister of God,
and our fellow-labourer in the Gospel of Christ, to establish you,
and to comfort you concerning your faith; that no man should be
moved by these afflictions: for y~)Urselves know that'we are appointed
thereunto" (1 Thess. iii. 1-3).
A thousand different causes serve to make heavy the people of
God, most of all the evil heart of unbelief within. A deep, and ever
deepening, sense of indwelling sin, with a painful sense of the possibility
of being at any moment betrayed by the flesh into the commission of evil,
makes the heart of the saint to so stoop that, like the woman who
for eighteen years was bowed together, "and could in no wise lift
up herself" (Luke xiii. 11), he feels utterly powerless to remedy
his own case. But one "~ood word" from Jesus suffices to make
that straight which sin has made crooked. "And when JesLls saw
her, He called her unto Him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art
loosed from thine infirmity. And He laid His hands on her; and
immediately she was made straight, and glorified God." See, beloved
child of God, see thine own case in all this. "Heaviness in the
heart maketh it stoop; but a good word maketh it glad." She
"glorified God." That is the object of all the appointed troubles
of the righteous.
Oh, what truly'" good words" are those which proceed out of the
mouth of the Brother born for adversity! (Prov. xvii. 17.) Jesus was
" born" for this end! "The Lord God hath given Me the tongue of
the learned, that I should know how to speak et word in season to
him that is weary" (Isaiah 1. 4). And when He gives quietness to
the bowed heart, who then can make trouble 1
Let us turn, dear tried fellow-believer, to a few precious passages
of the Word which tell of these merciful deliverances of them that
are bound. Note.well in the first of these how the Father of mercies
takes to heart the condition and circumstances of His captives. Israel
in Babylon is no less precious to His heart than Israel in Jerusalem.
"For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished"
-see, He limits the term of " heaviness "-" at Babylon, I will visit you
and perform My good word toward you, in causing you to return tOo
this place" (Jer. xxix. 10). "My good word"! Truly that word
must be "good" which He esteems to be " good" ! And if it be good
to Him who utters it, what must it be to those who receive it 1 "Let.
Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth: for Thy love is better
than wine" (Song i. 2). Ah, this is the true" gladness" of God's people_ .
The loving Gospel words of His mouth minister "joy unspeakable and
full of glory "-a believing sense of His gracious favour is as a fruitful
cloud. "There be many that say, Who will show us any good 1" That is
the langnage which makes the heart to stoop. But there is an
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answer to it. Faith has her remedy at hand, "Lord, lift Thou up
the light of Thy countenance upon us." He speaks the "good
word "-and it forthwith follows-" Thou hast put gladness in my
heart, more than in the time when their corn and their wine in~reased" (Psalm iv. 6, 7). Such blessed experiences bring the believer into fellowship with .king Solomon's temple testimony:
"Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto His people Israel,
according to all that He promised: there hath not failed one word
()f all His good promise, which He promised by the hand of Moses
His servant" (l Kings viii. 56).
What a God is ours!
"Yea, I
will rejoice over them to do them good.
I will bring upon
them all the good that I have promised them" (Jer. xxxii. 41, 42).
However d!1rk and cheerless may be the place of "the myrtle trees
in the bottom," or valley, the Lord· will appear for His depressed and
"fearful saints "-as He did for Zechariah the Prophet when Israel
was" in a low place." That is a refreshing, quickening record in which
we read, "And the Lord answered the angel that talked with me
with good words and comfortable words" (Zec. i. 13).
Only such
words will the God of the promises speak unto His people.
" Good
is the word of the Lord". which He has spoken to the Church in the
wilderness .unto this day, and "goodness and mercy" shall. follow
her all the days of her pilgrimage, until she "dwell in the
house of the Lord' for ever."
She shall not alway be
bowed down with heaviness of heart. The appointed limits
of her sojourning in the Vale of Weeping shall soon be reached,
and unending gladness shall be exchanged for her present cup of
bitterness.
Beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness-these blood-purchased
glories await the now world-despised Church of the Firstborn, the
Bride of the Lamb. The best of all the" good words" that await
utterance by the lips of the King of kings, "Come, ye blessed of
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world," will abundantly suffice the hearts of all who, for Christ's
holy name's sake, are now "suffering hardness" and esteeming
" reproach" for Him greater riches than all the treasures which a
perishing world can afford.
Happy, thrice happy, ransomed souls!.. No more a lily among thorns,
"Then entering the eternal halls
In robes of victory,
Weary, and .faint, and few,
But countless as the stars of
That mighty multitude shall
heaven,
keep
Or as the early dew.
The joyous jubilee.
" Unfading palms they bear aloft,
Unfaltering songs they sing,
Unending festival they keep
In presence of the King! "

Clifton.

J. O.

IN the religion of the flesh there is much natural feeling; in the
~eligion

of the Spirit there is much spiritual believing.
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"WHERE HAS'l' THOU GLEANED 'l'O-DAY ~"
(E~THER ii. 5.)
(Continued from page 516.)

"Now in Shushan. Lhe palace there was a certain Jew, whose name was
Mordecai, the son of Jail', the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a
Benjamite; who had been carried away with the captivity which had
been carried away with J econiah, king of J udah, whom N ebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had carried away." Here is no fiction,
but histor(cal fact, a clear statement of family pedigree of one of the
Jewish captives taken to Babylon with Jeconiah, which is another
name for Jehoiachin: he is the man alludtd to as Coniah in Jeremiah's prophecy (chapter xxii. 24-30), which end::; with the solemn
denunciation, "Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this; man childless: a
man that shall not prosper in his days; for 1W m.an of his seed shall
prosper in his days, sitting upon the thTone of David and ruling any
more in Judah." Zedekiah, the last king, was his brother, whose
eyes the king of Babylon put out, after slaying his sons, thus cutting
()ff"'the seed-royal of the house of David, until He come whose right
the throne is! The rehearsal of this history furnishes so many
links in the chain of Divine purpose and providence, that we may
trace them out in wondering adoration, and observe how "all things
work together for good to them that love God." Thus in the
palace of the Medo-Persian king "there was a certain Jew, whose
name, Mordecai, sign5fies bitter bruising, or, myrrh that is,bruised, and
" typically points to that august Person whom "it pleased the Lord to
bruise "-the "Man of sorrows, acquainted with grief." MQrdecai
was the son of Jail' (my light, or, who diffuses light), the son of
Shimei (who hears or obeys), the sou of Kish (hard, difficult).
Evidently this Kish was not the father of king Salll, as we are told
(Matt. i. 17) that fourteen generations lived between David and the
<Japtivity to Babylon; he was a Benjamite of the tribe which Moses
blessed thus: "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by
Him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day long; and he shall
dwell between His shoulders" (Deut. xxxiii. 12). There are five
l'emarkable captives in king's palaces or prisons-Joseph in Egypt, in
the king's prison, raised to rule over the whole land; Daniel in
Eabylon, becoming president of the princes and next unto king
"Darius; Nehemiah, cupbearer to Artaxerxes, and highly favoured by
that monarch; this man, Mordecai in Shushan, and Paul in Nero's
palace at Rome. In captivity, yet sublimely shown to advance the
deliverance of many.
"He brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther." Her Hebrew name
signifies a myrtle, or joy; Esther, the Persian name, means the
planet Venus, doubtless given her by the king in reference to her
beauty. It adds to the typical "aspect of her life as representing the
Church of Christ. Yenlls, the brillia:lt evening star, sets forth her
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characteristic as a light in this dark world. " Ye are the light of the
world," " among whom ye shine as lights in the world;" and as the
morning star, fitting exactly with the description of the spouse of
Christ, "Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, terrible as an army with banners ~ »
(Song vi. 10).
From another sou~ce we learn that Esther means
secret, or hidden; and so it opens out to our meditation a wondrous theme, which it illustrates! "To him that overcometh will I
give
a white stone, and in the stone a new name written,
which no man knoweth saving he that l'eceiveth it" (Rev. ii. 17). If,
as some think, the white stone has allusion to the custom of giving
a white stone in token of acquittal, forgiveness, and clearance from.
any charge brought against a person in judgment, as a .black stone
was given in condemnation; then the new name added is sweetly
expressive of secret love, hidden favour and approbation, such as Estber
was the snbject of.
Fellow-believers, we probably all know what it is to receive the
white stone of justification and forgiveness; having come with confession and contrition to the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness,
we know we are cleansed from all unrighteousness, for "He is
faithful and just to forgive us :" being justified by faith we have peace
" with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, and are" accepted in the
'Beloved." "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ~
It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ It is Christ
that died; yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for ns." But do we all
know what the new name is-each for ourseh-es ~ Have I received it T
If so, what is my new name ?-written, yea, engraved in the white
stone with the finger of Love I It is an important qUEstion, humbly,
prayerfully to be debated in the presence-chamber of the King; not
likely to be passed.. by as a non-essential thing whether we possess it
or no. Surely, disciples of Jesus will not consider it a trifling matter
to go on contentedly without so precious a boon, a love-token, as He
here promises to bestow,. but desire in lowly waiting at His footstool
to crave of Him the priceless gift.
The" new name" will be secret,
hidden, "A secret between IlI-Y Lord and me." " I find it, alone with
Jesus, mysteriously sweet."
" Sweet, for by these dark secrets,
His heart of'love, I know."
"A tale-bearer revealeth secrets; but he that is of a faithful spirit
concealeth the matter" (Prov. xi. 13). Let us each" wait still" upon
Him till we can add the last verse of Frances Ridley Havergal's
touching hymn, only altering the third line to suit the occasion, and
say, with holy confidence and thrilling emotion" Nobody knows but Jesus;
My Lord, I bless Thee now
For the promised' new name' given,
That no one knows but Thou! "
. What wondrous unfoldings are these as step by step we trace oot
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this book of marvels! "What's in a name 1'/ Hemeycomb sweetness
and eternal linkings ! Surely it is good to experience days of dearth,
when the brook dries up, and a deathlike stagnation of thought puts
the pen aside, to wait for" the moving of the waters." Meanwhile,
comes the command, "Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and
nmning waters out of thine own well" (Prov. iv. 15). A cistern is
only a receptacle for water which is conveyed into it from a fountain
or reservoir, -and "thine own cistern, thine own well " must be a
personal possession. Surely it must point to an emptied, cleansed,
prepared heart, into which, according to Christ's promise when we
"ask of Him," He will give thee living water, which will flow continually in, and "be in thee a well of water, springing up into everlasting
life "-not to-day only, or to-morrow, but perpetually. The cistern,
the well, must be kept purged, well cleaned out, for earthy sediment
would render the water unfit to drink, being fouled by the impurity
of the vessel. Do we know of any water so fresh, so pure, so
refreshing to a thirsty soul, as that which thus springs up 7 It has
a fresh taste of the Creator-hand about it. " All my springs are in
Thee." Like the parched corn which Boaz ?'tached with his own hand
for Ruth, which" sufficed" her, and left a portion for her mother-inlaw; so this running water will not only fill the cistern or well, but
also. flow out that others may drink and be satisfied. The source is
secret, hidden, like the name Esther, and the new name which no man
knoweth saving he that receiveth it, but its fountain springing up will
be " dispersed abroad."
" He brought up Hadassah [that is, EstherJ his uncle's daughter,
for she had neither father nor mother, and the maid was fair and
beautiful; whom Mordecai,' when her father and mother were dead,
took for his own daughter." Another suggestive thought of surpassing
sweetness" coucheth beneath" the surface here! A striking illustration, in fact, of that blessed Gospel doctrine, the adoption of
children! "I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you" (John
xiv. ]8, rna1·gin). Wrapped up in these incidents of Esther's early life,
a captive, orphaned, without a protector, we have set before us the
destitute condition of the soul that is to be betrothed to the great King,
and, as far as memory serves, nowhere else in the Old Testament
Scriptures is the glorious truth of adoption typically and circumstantially set forth. This man Mordecai, a captive himself, represents
Him who, "when we were in bondage under the elements of the
world," was sent forth. I ' God sent forth His Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father." "I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. 18).
Thus cared for, provided for, watched over, and protected as his own
daughte1' by Mordecai, Esther would learn to call him father, to yield
the obedience of a child, and enjoyed all the provisions, superintendence, love, and vigilant guardianship of her "nearest of kin."
His typical character and hers shine out in every verse. Happy the
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believer who can trace out the providential dealings that are so many
links in life's chain of marvellous connection with the Man whom the
King delighteth to honour! Had Esther not lost her father and
mother, she would not have known the blessed position of adoption
into his family and called him father, whose love filled every void.
The desolate, friendless condition of the soul until it receives the
adoption (Rom. viii. 15), is brought into the household of faith, and
made :' obedient in all things" to Him whose delight it is to shelter,
nourish, and cherish His orphans, as a Father of the fatherless, beams
out conspicuously. It is divine experimental teaching circumstantially
rendered. Lord, give Thy children to enjoy more fully the Spirit of
adoption, and" covet earnestly the best gifts"- " the new name," and
the inward witness of sonship!
So it came to pass when the king's commandment and' his decree
was heard, and when many maidens were gathered together unto
Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that Esther was brought
also unto the king's house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the
women." The king's commandment and his decree had reference to
the banishment of Vashti from his presence, and the decree went
forth for her successor to be sought for. If the command of an
Eastern autocrat had such unalterable results, who shall set aside the
decrees of Omnipotence? The casting away of the Jew as a wife
divorced, and the calling of the Gentile Church is here illustrated with
singular beauty and force. Among all the provinces over which the
king reigned the decree must be published, and no nationality was
exempted. 'rhus in the second Psalm the Lord Jesus is the Speaker:
"Iwill declare the decree, The Lord hath said unt<J Me, Thou art My
Son; this day have I begotten Thee. Ask of Me and I shall give thee
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for thy possession." Sometimes Divine decrees are a stumbling block
to the young disciple, and even to many a mature believer. It is only
by a deep sense of His majesty and universal dominion that the soul
can be brought to the resting-place of faith, even to His feet, about
it! Then" the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus
before the world began," can be humbly, yea, joyfully received, because
reason is subject to faith; and because the love of God is shed abroad
in the he:J,rt by the Holy Ghost, which is given to the humble suppliant. Many have thought the declaration of God's decretive will is
repellent to the seeking soul. It may be so when a fatalistic, cold
assertion of truth is habitually rehearsed, but we have a remarkable
expression here, that when the king's commandment and his decree
was h,eard, and when many maidens were gathered together, the result
proved in harmony with the king's will. A royal edict had gone forth,
royally-appointed officers set upon the search, every province heard
the decree, and the issue was a multitude gatheL'ed together, and Esther
the Jewess among them. We have no information as to whether
Mordecai put forward his adopted daughter, or whether, being a
captive as well as his ward, he had no choice in the matter; we
incline to think so, and that willingly he would not have ~ubjected
her to the prospect of being a rejected concubine, but it harmonizes
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with, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that
cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out."
"Rejoice, ye saints, in every state,
Divine decrees remain unmoved;
~o turns of providence abate
God's care for those He once has loved."
.'

\

,

"Esther was brought also unto the king's house to the cllstody
of Hegai, keeper of the women." Just so has our King dealt with
us-sought, brought, and taught, yea, bought also, so does the antitype exceed! Brought to the king's' house' first, to the care and
watchful training of the Holy Spirit, the Chamberlain of the royal
household of faith, resident keeper of everyone who is to constitute
the Bride of the Lamb. "For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God'" (Rom. viii. 14). It is instructive
to trace out His work, abiding with the souls that are sought for
the King, circumstantially deputed here, preparing them for their
high calling, and tenderly watching over their best interests, as the
King's representative in the midst of the. household! Vlhere else
in the Old Testament Scriptures shall we find His work so graphically illustrated 7 It confirms the conviction, that whether under
. the Old dispensation or the New, the body is one, and we "have
been all made to drink into one Spirit, whether we be Jews or Gentiles"
(1 Cor, xii. 13).
"And the maiden plej:tsed him, and she obtained kindness of
him, and he speedily gave her her things fof purification, with such
things as belonged to her." It is written of Daniel, "Now God had
brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the
eunuchs" (Dan. i. 9); so Esther with HegaL If any show favour,
tender love, and kindness to us, it is good to trace every action and
affectionate regard to its divine source; it is all the sweeter and freshel'
when realized as spray from the Fountain of Love! The typical
aspect brings to mind"With the Holy Spirit's favour,
Rest upon us from above."
Whatever personal charms or attractive grace there might be in
Esther, we know there is none in us to call for the Divine favour
when we become the objects of His teaching and care. It is all of
grace-.free, spontaneous favour to the undeserving. While we have
often noticed the mellowing of grace, even in the countenance of
mature believers, we have as often been struck, at first sight, with
an almost repellent absence of natural charm in some who have
proved to be SUbjects upon which the. Spirit of God ha'! lavished
abundant grace! It is a question that finds no answer here, "Why
hast Thou taken knowledge 01 me 7" except, "He hath loved, He
hath loved us, because He would love j" and that it is in harmony
with the eternal Covenant, that whom the Father gave, the Son
redeems with His precious blood, and the Holy Spirit effectually calls,
sanctifies, and makes meet for the King.
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"He speedily gave her her things for purification." In this respect
His sovereignty is manifest, and "none can say unto to Him, What
doest Thou 1" There are some to whom we feel instinctively led to
apply the salutation, " Hail, thou that art highly favoured," so richly
are some believers endowed with spiritual gifts. "He speedily gave" :
all grace is His to bestow, and we have a chapter (1 Cor. xii.)
specially devoted to this theme -the "diversities of gifts" (her
things), the" differences of administration," the "diversities of operation," yet" the same Lord that worketh all in all," and "the manifestation of the Spirit given to every man to profit withal." We
commend the perusal asa key to this portion of our study. Some
receive abundance of grace at the outset of the life of faith speedily;
others more by degrees grow in grace, and are matured in fruitfulness in old age; each fitted for the sphere which infinite Wisdom
designs it to fill. We may" covet earnestly the best gifts." " Ask
and it shall be given you "-yea, speeclily. Don't let us put speedily
out of our petition for gifts for purification! "Hear me speedily,
. 0 Lord" (Psalm cxliii. 7).
How forcibly this word purification tells of a state not pure by
nature! See Article X. of the Church of England illustrated here.
Mordecai had kept Esther carefully from the contaminating influence
around; she appears to be what is called morally a sweet character,
yet before she could come into the king's presence and be united to
him, she needed things for her purification to be given her. It is
just what the soul, seeking after God, longing for union with Christ,
feels essential need of. ~ The preparation of the heart in man is from
the Lord," a blessed provision for the deep sense of unfitness.
. "And seven maidens which were meet to be given her out of the
king's house." How aptly does this clause dovetail with Psalm xlv.
14, "She shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework:
the virgins, her companions that follow her, shall be brought unto
Thee;" an evident allusion to the custom of Eastern queens being
attended by seven maidens out of the king's house; probably his
daughters. It seems likely that as the queen represents the Church
of Christ in the aggregate, the body being made up of individual
members, these maidens (the daughters of Zion in Song iii. 11)
set forth young disciples, led to follow and cleave closely to mature
believers, who will in due time, from "the kindness of youth, the
love of espousals," be married to Christ (Rom. vii. 4), and realize
fully that neither death nor life can separate them from His love!
"And he preferred her and her maids to the best place of the
house of the women." "The best place of the house" must surely
be where she would often see the King-in answer to her heart-cry,
"' Let me see the King's face "-where oftenest she might get a
glimpse of His passing glory; oftenest hear the sotmd of His voice,
listen for His footsteps and learn to love Him by beholding His
attractive grace, majesty, loveliness! This, beloved reader, is "the
best place of the house" we know of. To this spot the Keeper of
the feet of His saints, leads their willing feet. The" windows" of
ordinances, even with "narrow lights," are preferable to dark nooks
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where there is none; and who would not be "preferred to the best place"?
It was not only enjoyed by Esther but also by her seven maidens, so
that no "longing soul" need say, "There is no room jar me." There
is room for a perfect number. A thought arises here, how desirable
it is for those who, like Esther, are highly favoured to ask the
King's Chamberlain, who has shown so much kindness and" preferred"
them to so choice a spot, to give seven young disciples who shall be
privileged also to occupy" the best place of the house." Can there,
be any joy greater to "an old disciple" than to see young believers.,
sefking to follow, in so far as they follow Christ? The jealousies of'
an Eastern harem are well understood, but the "love that passeth
knowledge," when it rests upon the heart, animates it with warmest
desires that others should partake the same fttlness of love! When we·
get into" the best place," led there by the Keeper of the house, there·
is no excluding others, but the expansive power of affection that
seeks to crowd in a multitude of loved one~, who share daily
solicitude for their eternal welfare, and not only them, but a world-wide extension of desire for "the best place" to be well filled.
Leicester.
MARY•.
GEMS.
How justly may the true Church of God be designated the Desireui
One! She was chosen from all eternity; yea, the only object of the
Divine desire and longing love of Jehovah, Sbe was the Bride for
whom before the foundation of the world tbe heart of tbe Heavenly
Bridegroom did beat; the Beloved for wbom the foundation of the'world was laid; yea, the wbole plan of the Divine economy and
government was arranged for her benefit. She is the heritage which,at the beginning was bestowed by the Father upon the Eternal Son,when it was said, "Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the heathen forThine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession." She is the Bride to whom Emmanuel addresses Himself in the
Song of Songs, "Turn away thine eyes from Me, for they have
overcome me;" the elect to whom He has betrothed Himself from
all eternity; the crown and regal diadem He covets; the favourite
over whom He spreads His wings; the lily which He wears on His
breast; and the rose upon whose leaves He will become dew, sunshine,.
and rain.-Krummacher.
THE carnal mind is seldom behind.
IT was a sweet saying of an aneient father: "The name of Jesus is:
Mel in Ore, Melos in Aure, J ubilus in Corde: Honey in the mouth,
melody in the ear, and a jubilee or joy in the heart."- Venning.
IT is written, "And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple"
xxiv. 1). No matter who remain in the temple if Jesus depart
from it. With His departure, life goes, light goes, truth goes, love goes,
grace goes, power goes, glory goes, salvation goes, God goes; death,
darkness, sin, danger, shame, and condemnation remain.
2 u
(M~tt.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"Restore 'Unto me the Joy oj Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy
f1'ee Spirit."-PSALM li. 12.
THE heading to this Psalm gives the occasion and the authorship
of it. The reader has but to turn to 2 Samuel xi. and xii. to understand David's cry for mercy and forgiveness. How he mourned his
sinful fall! What a graciously full confession he made of it! The
sin was laid bare and open, and the resolve from David's sorrowful
,heart is that the confession should also be made openly.
How
deeply he mllst have mourned the sin that drove him (for a time) from
his Lord! How grievously must that dear saint, in the midst of
his years, have felt the bitter results of his sinful deed! He that
had been chosen from the simple life of the sheepfolds to the
prophetical and kingly office-as the Lord's anointed-as the sweet
Psalmist of Israel, made to sing the songs of the sanctuary-here is the
same man with his harp upon the willows, estranged by sin from
sweet and holy communion with his God; lost to the joys of a
present smiling countenance, with a bowed head, mourning a darkness
that might be felt in the hiding of Jehovah's face; he that was the
stripling youth who slew Goliath, the valiant soldier whose valour and
wisdom made him the envy of Saul and his followers, the king and
adviser of Israel now here as a poor penitent, suing at the footstool
of Divine mercy, pleading the alone forgiveness and sanctification of a
righteous, just, holy, and merciful Father. Oh, how our hearts grieve
a broken communion, an absent Lord!
And yet this very Psalm may be left on record for the encouragement
, and consolation of God's tempted and tried children in all ages, for to
their very last breath they will know the warfare and great fight of
afflictions arising from the antagonism of the two seeds. Yet, beloved,
take comfort, "gra:le shall reign," and the promise comes to you and
me, "There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above
,that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way of
escape, that ye may be able to bear it." As an old writer has said,
," A saint is not free from sin, that is his burden; a saint is not free to
,sin, that is his blessing. Sin is in him, t~at is bis lamentation; his
soul is not in sin, that is his consolation."
NO\y, it is worthy of notice that David named one of his sons Nathan
(1 Chron. iii. 5); was it in remembrance and gratitude to the Prophet
, who in God's name was sent unto him to convince a guilty conscience
with "Thou art the man"?
(2 Sam. xii. 7). How tender does sin
make us when shown us under sanctifying trial! How softly do our
falls make us to walk, when our Father's forgiveness heals the
breach! "~n the place made memorable by their deepest sorrows,
He has made it to them a remembrance of His loving-kindness and
their greatest blessing," most truthfully wrote GORDELIER. Here in the
Psalm before us David is recalling this time of deep sorrow "and
pleading forgiveness in accordance with His God's loving-kindness and
tender mercies.. Sin lies as a load upon his conscience, and is ever
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before him. It is grievous to him and "the burden intolerable," as
done against the holy, just God, from whose face, in consequence, he is
now hidden.
He cries for purging and washing from the filth of sin,
for renewing grace, and, above all, not to be cast out from His
presence; knowing, as all His children do, that to be hid from the
smilings of His countenance is the depth of misery. Mercy draws us
to, and sin drives us from God; yet-oh, heights and depths of
grace i-never can it drive our God from us. " Having loved His own
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end "-utterly, to
the utmost. And again, His promise, "Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end,"
As dear Mr. ORMIS'l'ON said recently in the
pulpit, "More than that He cannot say, less than that He will not
say." Dear child of God, when sin lies heavy upon your conscience,
when it is as a burden too heavy to be borne, when every moment you
consider yourself-and that justly-only deserving to be cast into hell,
do as David did; go unto the Lord with your S0rrow, seek not alleviation from it anywhere out of the sanctuary; go and fall low at His
feet and confess your sin, and plead with Him, on the ground of
forgiving mercy and loving-kindness in Christ Jesus, to blot out your
transgressions; ask Him to wash you from your iniquity, and
to cleanse you from your sin. Make your acknowledgment of
your sinful transgression, and plead for His purging, aye, even with
hyssop in bitter experience, that He may create a clean heart within,
and renew a right spirit within you. The margin gives a helpful
l'endering here, "Renew a constant spirit within me; " make me more
to abide in Thee, more constant, more faithful and less wavering, no
longer driven to and fro; give me liberty and freedom in Thy holy
and delightful service; "take not Thy Holy Spirit from me."
" Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy
free Spirit."
Oh, wondrous love, that we can approach with such an appeal the
Holy and the Just One! who declared, "Then restored I that which
I took not away." He that gives unto Zion "double for all her
sins," and cries unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that He is
the Repairer and the Restorer, declares unto everyone of His
blood-bought, ransomed sheep, "Sin shall not have dominion over you."
How many an exercised, tempest-tossed, storm-driven mariner has
taken shelter in this haven of promise! Satan may mge, but he
<:-annot nign. Jesus our conquering King shall and must reign, until
He hath put all enemies under His feet!
"Thrice happy man who freedom gains
From Satan'!:l yoke-sin's cruel chains;
Redeemed by suretyship and blood,
And pardoned by the grace of God.
" No condemnation Oll his head,
For Jesus sufl':lred in his stead;
He's set at liberty to prove
The heights and depths of sovereign love."
:Beloved, you who are in darkness, and doubts and fears, because of
2 u 2
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the way, cry as David did, "Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation; and uphold me with Thy free Spirit." Lift up your hands
and heart unto God, who delighteth in mercy, who grieveth not
willingly the children of His purchase, but who ofttimes chastens for
their profit, that they may share with Him the joys of His salvation.
You will not always remain in that dark, low place.
"Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for e,er mine,"
is a holy declaration, based upon the words of Diyine promise and
oath. "Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved'
them unto the end." Therefore take courage, dear tried and tempted
child of the flock; "There is hope in thine end, and thine expectation
shall not be cut off." "'When men are cast down, then thou shalt
say, There is lifting up; and He shall saw the humble person."
In the meantime, trust and wait and hope and pray, and He, ill
His own good time and way, who maketh all things new, will restore
unto your longing soul the joys of His salvation, and exalt you with
His free Spirit from the spirit of bondage and thraldom to ,the liberty
of the Gospel in the message of mercy, which is welcome news indeed
to one who has thus been tried in the furuace, and who shall, in God's
good time, come forth to declare how He has fulfilled His Word OE
promise not to break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax.
One love-smile that He has ever bestowed llpon His ehild "'ho now,
lllaybe, is "walking in darkness and hath no light," is but a forecast
of His never-ending, unchangeable Ion'. One promise e,er laid claim
to by appropriating faith is but the beginning of the fulfilment of
His Word, "Thou shalt see greater things than these." Therefore,
my soul, "'Vait thou only upon God, for mine expectation is from
Him," who will restore unto me the joys of His salvation, and, upholding me with His free Spirit, will bring me again into the liberty
and light wherewith Christ maketh His people free.
"Where the:
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty."
R.

JESUS PLEADS FOR THEE.
WHY

these anxious fears?
He who on the tree
Prayed for murderous men
Pleads for thee.

He whose love is deep,
Like the boundless sea,
Who is Wisdom true,
Pleads for thee.

He who 'knows the needs
Of thy spirit free,
Knows thy body's wants,
Pleads for thee.

He who pleads with power,
In Heaven's sanctuary,
He whose Name prevail~,
Pleads for thee.

He who views thy foes,
All the evils, three,
Notes each danger nearPleads for thee.

Safe and well supplied
Thou must ever be,
. For the Son of God
Pleads for thee.
IRA.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE SHEWBREAD.
"He is altogether lovely."-SoLmrox's SO:S-G v. IG.
"Thou shalt set upon the table shewbread befo1'e Me alway."EXODUS xxv. 30.
'RICH provision of every needed blessing was made for Israel in the
tabernacle and its furniture during her wilderness journey. All
pointed to Jesus. The brazen and golden altars, the laver, candlestick, incense, and shewbread, ea:lh set forth some aspect of His allsurpassing loveliness. The table of shewbread represents Jesus as
·the Bread of Life.
The table is described in Exodus xxv. 23-30,
ancl the bread in Lev. niv. 5-9. The table stood on the north side
of the holy place, near the vail, bearing its twelve loaves, each
crowned with frankincense, partaken of by the priests, and renewed
every Sabbath, Thus there were-the Table-the Bread-the Frankincense-the Eating of the Bread.
I.-THE TABLE.
Its pattern was divinely deRigned, and most fit to set forth the
glorious Person of the Lord Jesus. The material ,>as shittim-wood, a
beautiful and durable kind of acacia, which was overlaid with pure
gold. The former may denote the eternal Divinity of the Son of God,
and the latter the precious gold of His humanity, tried in a life-long
furnace of fiery tempt.ations, and found pure without flaw or failurethe meet covering for His Divine nature.
A border measuring a hand-breadth ran round the top edge, in order
to keep the twelve loaves in their place j showing that provision is
made to prevent_any falling from Christ. "Once in Him, in Him for
-ever." Here is everlasting security. The hand-breadth border thus
provided testifies of God's gracious purpose to preserve the Church in
Christ.
Besides this, a golden crown encircled the table's outer rim j \'hich,
while making security doubly sure, implies the sovereignty and kingly
dignity of Jesus.
Rings and staves were appointed by which the holy table was
transported from place to place, accompanying Israel to each encampment. Wherever they pitched, there was the table of shewbread in
their midst! Wherever God's people are, there is Christ to supply all
l1eed. Upon the table was2.-THE SHEWBREAD.

'The word signifies the Bread of Faces, or the Bread of Presence. It
~vas made of corn, which had been planted, had grown, had been cut
down, had been ground in the mill, and, finally, had been baked in the
fires, in order to become food for hungry priests. How vividly we can
.see Jesus here!
Planted in the world at His incarnation, He had
grown, i'ncreasei in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man (Luke ii. 52) j finally, cut down by death. He had,
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indeed, been ground, as it were, between the millstones of Divine
justice and human transgressions; and had passed through the awful
furnace of the terrible wrath of God. It was thus Jesus became food
for the souls of famishing believers, the true Bread of Life. It was
enjoined that the holy shewbread should be made offine flouT of the
best and most perfect quality.
In the perfections of His Deity,
character, manhood, and work, Jesus is "the chiefest among ten
thousand, and the altogether lovely." The prepared bread was placed on
the table in two rows of six loaves each,. a whole loaf for each tribe,
signifying to faith's eye a whole Christ given JOT each and ,to each.
The twelve loaves stood on the table. The complete Church is in
Christ and on Christ. All the tribes of the redeemed find their
standing on Him.
The order was exact and beautiful. Each loaf
stood in its own place, and all were of uniform size. Fair and comely
stood the table of shewbread with its burden before the Lord; pointing
upward to Christ, where He stands before the glory-throne, the whole
Israel of God in Him and on Him. But, what is that appearing so
conspicuous on each loaf? It is3.---: THE FRANKINCENSE,
appointed by God as the crown, so to speak, under which the shewbread is seen. It denotes the intercession of Christ. The bread was
to be eaten when the frankincense was burnt (Lev. xxiv. 7). Heavenly
food can only be enjoyed under the sweet fragrance of the Saviour's
intercession.
An interest in this precedes the enjoyment of om'
interest in Him. He prays for us. We feed upon Him. Here is
true communion! Here shines the merciful work and love of Christ in
. His mediation!
But see ! at the set time the priests approach,
and4.- THE BREAD IS EATEN.
The shewbread was food for priests only. The Aaronic order
priesthood constituted a Church within a Church; typical of the body
of true believers among nominal Christians; the possessors of holy
orders among the external professors of the name of Christ. Christ
is food for the former, and for them alone. They eat the holy bread on
the holy day, the Sabbath of the Lord. This striking ordinance speaks
precious things. Feeding on Christ accompanies the rest of faith.
The feast of the soul is when Christ is partaken of, and for this there
is an appointed time. It is truly the Lord's Day when we are privileged
to feast on Christ, His love, grace, and 'Yord. To see the shewbread
was one thing; to eat it, another. This was the portion of the favoured
companies of priests, as it is of believers engaged in spiritual worship.
The frankincense in the golden cups adorning the shewbread is in due
time cast on the fire and ascends up to heaven as a sweet savour
acceptable to the Most High-so the inter-union of Jesus perfumes and
gives acceptance to priestly service.
Finally, the Bread of the Presence was renewed each Sabbath; and,
in like manner, fresh supplies of Christ are continually provided and
sought for to supply fresh needs.
Bath.
E. C.

of
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THE NIGHT VISION.

By THI'l LATE DR. F. IV. KRUMMACHER.
(Con~lucled

from page 566.)

n. BUT WHAT DID 'l'HE PROPHET ZECHARIAH BEHOLD ~
It was a precions vision. It stood still, immovable before the eyes
of his delighted mind, like a picture in wonderful freshness of colouring.
Afterwards he hears the explanation of it; though the vision spoke
for itself-" good words and comfortable words." The vision was
fraught with consolation and promise; and' as it is suited to ow'
condition also, let us consider it more attentively. Zechariah beholds
"a man;" and it clearly appears in the sequel, that the man is
Christ, the Angel of the Covenant. The Lord makes Himself known
in a variety of characters, and becomes to His children whatever their
particular circumstances require Him to be. Are we weak and fainthearted? He discovers to us His tender love, as more than that of a
mother, saying, "Can a woman forget her sucking child ~ As one
whon his mother comforteth, so will I comfort thee." Have we
missed the direct path? He meets us as the Good Shepherd
with His pastoral staff, saying, "I will bring back that which
is gone astray." Is any sick? He manifests Himself with His seasonable oil and wine, saying, "I am the Lord that healeth thee." Is
any dispirited and terrified 1 He immediately stands over against
him with His sword drawn in Bis hand, saying, "Nay, but as Capta.in
of the Lord's host am I now come." Does anyone feel the wrath
of God in his soul? The King of kings and Lord of lords manifests·
Himself to us as red in His apparel, saying, "I tread the winepress.
ALONE" (Isaiah vi. 3) "the winepress of the fierceness and WRATH of
Almighty God" (Rev. xix. 15). Are we in bondage and captivity 1 He
appears to us as the breaker of all bonds and b~rs, saying, "I have
the keys of hades and of death."
Now the times of Zechariah needed a helper in the character of a
man, and a "man of war" (Exodus xv. 3), for it was a season of war
and tumults; and 10, the Keeper of Israel manifests Himself in this
character; "I saw by night, and behold a man!" Christ, a man!
This very word is full of comfort. Therefore let the prophet by this
word remind us, that our God. is also man: that the Lord of lords is.
OU?' Brother.
Christ, . a man! Let it remind us that He is the
Husband of the spiritual Church, whereof we are members. "Thy Maker
is thine Husband, the Lord of hosts is His l,ame; and thy Redeemer
the Holy Onc of Israel" (Isaiah liv. 5). And as the wife receives and
'bears the name of her h~lsband, so do we receive and bear that" new
name" of Christ our Saviour. Having lost our own name for ever,
we bear His name, and wear His marriage ring (Luke xv. 22), with
His seal, to remind us that "He abideth faithful," and that as "He
cannot deny Himself," so He will not deny or disown ~IS. Christ, a
man! He is therefore" the Desire of all nations." For it is as man
that we are so interested to behold Him; as man He lives in our
thoughts; as man He stands before ns when we pray to Him; and
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hereby we pray with confidence. What truth can be more consoling,
than that" He was wounded jor our transgressions, He was bruised for
uur iniquities; that the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed" 7 (Isaiah liii. 5.) In this respect He is
to us the Rose of Sharon, from which all our spiritual sweetness is
drawn. He is the Fountain of the water of life, from which flow our
rivers of peace. The wounds He received for our healing will never
be forgotten in the heavenly world; neither let us forget them, day or
night. But the Deity received them not; it was the man. Cheering then is our vision, when in any night of affliction we can" behold"
this " man ! "
•
Zechariah beholds Him upon a red horse. Christ governs and
gilides His spiritual Church, and thus makes them "as His goodly
horse in the battle" (Zec1l. x. 3;.
And the true members of His
Church are guided by His Spirit as with a bridle; they' are curbed
and governed by His Word, and by them He goeth forth, conquering
and to conquer. Many of them have once panted under the yoke of
the law. "Judah shall plough, and J acob shall break his clods"
(Hosea x. 11). But this has been only to subdue the stubbornness of
.their corrupt nature, and to make them the more sensible of His
gentle government.
Christ, also, like the man riding upon a horse, stands ready to
fly with speed to the help and defence of His people. In the
, days of His flesh, when He walked in humiliation upon our earth,
one person had to wait till another had been assisted by Him; and
then was the complaint affectingly utte!'ed, "Lord, if Thou hadst been
here, my brother had not died" (John xi. 21). But now the case is
altered. After His resurrection it might be said of Him, "Behold,
my Beloved cometh, like a roe or a young hart, leaping upon the
,mountains, skipping upon the hills. Behold, He standeth behind our
\:.wall, He looketh through the windows, glistening through the lattice"
(Solomon's Song ii. 9). Wherever He has been wanted there has
rHe appeared, by day or by night; and even though the doors were
shut for fear of the enemy, He has stood in the midst, saying,
"Peace be unto you." How often have we experienced this, temWhen we have been apt to think
porally as well as spiritually!
Him farthest from us, He has knocked at our door, His light has
sprung up in our tabernacle, and we have been unexpectedly constrained to glory in tribulations; so that we might well say with
Habakkuk iii. 8, "'l'hou didst ride upon Thine horses and Thy
chariots of salvation." In this manner can Christ at one and the
same moment be wit,h all His people, and ret1::.rn to all the thousands
of Israel, however widely they may be scattered abroad; for He rideth
upon the heavens as upon a horse, and ready indeed is His help,
101' it is omnipresent.
As the horse whereon the man sat was red,
so the Lord himself is "red in His apparel;" that is, He has bled
for the transgressors, and therefore 111ay well be regarded as always
mindful of His redeemed. Hosannah to Him that sitteth upon the
red horse, and is red in His apparel!
The prophet further speaks of the myrtle trees. True believers
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are trees which Christ Himself hath planted; trees of righteousness,
fast rooted in the ground of His merits, and thriving by the grace
of His Holy Spirit. Such are all the children of God here on earth.
As branches of myrtle were anciently distributed to guests, as an
invitation to joy and gladness of heart, so are these spiritual myrtles
committed to the angels of God for the increase of their "joy in
heaven." As, at the marriage festivals of the Israelites, green myrtles
were carried before the bridegroom, accompanied with cheerful pious
songs, so does our heavenly Bridegroom rejoice over His myrtle trees,
or people, on earth, and names His Church Hephzibah, "My delight
is in her;" and her land Beulah, the "nla1T'ied bride;" for the Lord
odelighteth in her, and her land is "God's husbandry" (Isaiah lxii. 4;
1 Cor. iii. 9). And where grew the myrtle trees which Zechariah
:saw 1 The man "stood among the myrtle trees that were in the
bottom," that is, in low ground, where they always thrive best. The
nower their situation, the greener is their leaf, the more full of sap is
their stem, and the more grateful thcir fragrance. Most true is this
of all the elect people of God. His trees would ,,-ither on hills, on
those hills which stand in contrast to humility and poverty of spirit.
The members of His true Church thrive only in self-aba3ement and
self-renunciation.
'
The man among the myrtle trees "stood," saith the prophet. The
Lord abides among His people; as it is written, "I dwell with him
that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word"
(Isaiah lxvi. 2).
"The Lord thy God is il} the midst of thee, the
Mighty One, who will save; He hath exceeding great joy in thee;
He will re"t in His love, He will joy over thee with singing"
(Zeph. iii. 17). Next, we notice behind him a motley squadron of
red, speckled, and white horses. What are these 1 Are they the
" lYlultanaim," those mighty ones that excel in strength, who are sent
forth to minister unto those who shall be heirs of salvation 1 Or,
are they the manifold perfections of God, 'which come forth to serve
us; His grace, His truth, His mercy, His omnipotence 1 Or, are they
the sure promises which carry us as upon horses, through depths
and over mountains, and speed us without fear through the darkest
and Saddest nights 1 Wherever the beavenly Rider is, let us remember
that there also is a squadron about Him; there a whole host of
pleasing strangers and welcome guests exult behind Him: but our
'house and heart are too narrow for them all.
Such is the vision which was shown to Zechariah by night, for his
comfort concerning Jerusalem. Brethren, the vision is true. For
thus He stations Himself and abides in the midst of us, as a man
upon a red horse, among the myrtle trees in the bottom; and behind
Him, red, speckled, and white horses. Think, brethren, then, upon
this mighty and holy One of God, when you rest by night upon
your beds; when cares or fears steal upon you; when Satan ejects his
darts: think upon Him in the day time, whenever your outward
way is dark and gloomy, or whenever it is dark within you. When
you have lost the sight and relish of everything, open the eyes of
your faith, for certainly in these days, when many of Christ's children
I
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amongst us are troubled, and filled with anxieties, He will be neither
slumbering nor indifferent, but will come to their help swiftly. Be,
therefore, of good cheer, and perhaps before evening, the eyes of
many a distressed soul may be opened, like those of Elisha's servant,
to behold the mountain covered with horses and chariots of fire,
and to be constrained to cry with that prophet himself, "My father,
my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof!"
(2 Kings ii. 12).
And even should it not be so, but should all
continue dark for a time about us, still let us belieye and triumph
in the God of all grace.

JOSEPH.
How passing sweet at times to us, grown old in Wisdom's ways,
To recollect the Bible lore of our loved early days;
They were no fabled stories which our mothers taught us then;
But God's own records of the 11ves of estimable men.
And passing all, S:1,e Jesu's own, to my own childish ears,
Was Joseph's history; his home; his father; and his fears;
Nor do I care to leave it now, though lam growing old,
Till every chapter in that strange sweet history is told.
Scene after scene is given, and the sacred pages glow,
With heaven's own sunlight; we can see the "orth of Joseph's woe;
We are not terrified to see the hatred of his foes;
God was for Joseph, from his life's beginning till its close.
A tear will spring at times, though, over poor old Jacob's pain
_
"Where shall my weak limbs carry meP-my favourite boy is slain";
But we, in this far distance, see how sweetly J oseph's home
Should recompense the old man's grief in years which were to come.
I doubt, though, whether Jacob's grief was heavier to bear
Than Judah's, when the other lad entrusted to his care
Seemed to be vanishing; "Alas!" was Judah's plaintive cry,
"The father's life is in the lad; take one and both shall die."
Tm-ning our eyes, they rest upon sweet children of our own;
.. And is it so?" we ask. Oh yes, these do not live alone
Bound up together-they and we-O God, who form'dst the tie,
Gather us in one bundle to Thy garner in the sky.
Next comes the han of feasting, where the king's own splendour gleams,.
Joseph is there, and the proud band who scorned him for his dreams.
Did he rebuke them P chide them P nay; the sfmngeors must depart,
For Joseph cannot rest till they know his forgiving heart.
And this the precious truth methinks our God would have us learn,
Once in His favour, nothing- hence His changeless love can turn;
Though circumstances alter, and though foes may gather strength,
O'er every human ill His love comes conquering at length.
Ah, when the life-storms gather, and the tired-out spirit faints,
He knoweth how to stay our hearts, and quiet our complaints;
And often, to our comfort, have the clouds been backwards rolled,
While l'eading, in His light, this strange, sweet history of old.
Galleywood, 1876.
(MRS.) M. A. CHAPLIN.
J'
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PASTORAL NOTES.
CHRISTIAN AND PASTOML ADAPTATION.
(COr.til1U!cl from page 534.)

,-

" Unto the Jews I became as a Jow, that I might gain the Jews; to
them that are under the law, as unde?' the law, that I might gain them,
that are under the law; to them that are without law, as without
law (being not without law to God, but under the law to Ohrist) ,
To the weak
that I might gain them that are without law.
became I as weak, that I might gain the weak; I am made all
things to all men, that I might by all means save 80me."-,1 CORINTHIANS ix. 20-22.
THERE probably never was a day when Evangelical pastors had greater
need of obeying their Master's exhortation, "Be ye wise as serpents
and harmless as doves," than at the present day; for, besides other
dangers, subtle forms of error abound, and pastors have need of special
wisdom in dealing with them.
The beloved BISHOP WALDEGRAYE, in one of the faithful and outspoken sermons which he preached before the University of Oxford,
said that" false doctrine is one of the deadliest weapons which have
been forged in the arsenal of hell." This was a strong statement, but
not too strong, for, without doubt, false doctrine is one of the chief
weapons which the great enemy of souls makes use of to ruin countless multitudes, turning them aside from a saving knowledge of the
truth, and involving them in deadly·snares.
This is the great danger of Ritualism; its services-attractive as
they are to many-symbolize error, deadly error, and seem to be
almost invariably connected with the teaching of error.
What can a faithful pastor do to shield his people from this
danger 1 No doubt he will preach about it, and earnestly warn his
people against it; but it is ,ery likely that he will find that those
who need the warning most will pay least attention to it; and perhaps
some incautious ones will, in a spirit of recklessness, even deliberately
allow themselves to be led by the warning to expose themselves to
the very danger which they are warned against. A spice of danger
is to some minds of itself an attraction.
No doubt also a faithful pastor will be very fervent and persevering'
in prayer for his people, and he will earnestly ask that Divine care
and protection may be vouchsafed to shield and keep them. He will
also, if need be, be more diligent than ever in his pastoral ministrations;
and he will be especially careful not to give offence in anything, so
that his ministry may not be blamed. But beyond this, it is some·
times very difficlllt to see what a pastor can do; and under such
circumstances, and especially if some of his people wander away from
him,' he has great need of the sympathy and prayers, and of the kindly
co-operation and the encouragement of those who remain with him.
Some Evangelical pastors, there is reason to fear, are inclined
under such circumstances to sit down and do nothing further; they
seem to think that if their people wander away from them, they can-
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not help it; and that if they haye faithfully warned them, they are
free from responsibility.
But this is scarcely the spirit of the
Apostle whose words we are considering. ",V ould he not rather, in
his deep anxiety for souls, have carefully regarded the matter from
eyery point of view, and if he saw that anything further could be done,
~t once have proceeded to do it 1
Considering a little further the subject of Christian and Pastoral
Adaptation to the circumstances of the times, as it respects the
Services of the Lord's House, we may notice, that however special the
circumstances of the times may be, it would be an extremely,
undesirable thing to see :my such form of service adopted in Evangelical churches as that which is represented in a ~rogramme sent
to us from America of apparently popular services there. This
programme represents senices somewhat similar, "'e suppose, to
services advertised sometimes in our metropolis, in which the
prominent items are "an organ recital," "solos by popular singers,"
"a ten minutes' address," &c., &c. If the populace can only be
drawn to the house of God by such means as these, we think that
they had better not be drawn to the house of God at all; for we
doubt very much whether they would receive any edification; and
we cannot imagine that the Apostle who wrote the words before us
would countenance such ways and means af! these, if he lived at the
present day, e,en with all his earnest desire to bring souls under the
sound and influence of the Gospel.
But might it not be de:;irable, in some cases at least, to aim at
greate1' diversity and elasticity in our public serYices, and -not al ways
to conduct them according to a rigidly fued and stereotyped form 1
I know that people complain about the latter; might it not, therefore,
be wise to endeavour to remove, in some measure at least, the ground
of their complaint 1 In apostolic times, there does not seem to have
been a rigidly fixed and stereotyped form. Thus we read in 1 Cor.
.xiv. 26, "When ye come together, everyone of you hath a psalm,
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation," &c. This implies considerable diversity and elasticity. The
late Mr. SPURGEON seems to have felt the desirableness of this; for,
when instructing his pastoral students, he advised them not eYen to
.give out the hymns always exactly in the same manner, but to vary
their method of doing so from time to time.
Another important point seems to be that the leading singing and the
music in the Lord's house should be as efficient as possible. A great
change has taken place with regard to singing and music during the last
few years; not only have they been more extensively cultivated, but all
the children of our elementary day·schools, numbering several millions,
have been for several years regularly trained in an elementary knowledge of singing and music, and the results of that training may
now be expected to become more and more manifest. Our young
people are consequently becoming more and more competent to take
.a part in public singing, and able to distinguish between its efficiency
or inefficiency.
To a musically trained ear efficiency is extremely
pleasurable, but, on the other hand, inefficiency is sometimes absolutely
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painful.
" I cannot tell you how much I have suffered from the
singing of that man," said a regular church-goer to me, in reference
to a member of a choir who sang in an inharmonious manner. A
higher standard of efficiency, therefore, may wisely be aimed at now
than might have been considered to have been necessary some years
ago, and it ought to be more easily attained now than it could have
been then.
It may also in some cases be advisable to have more
singing and music in public services than was formerly considered
to be sufficient, although this may well depend upon circumstances.
And here may there not be a special opportunity for the manifestation of Christian adaptation 1 for some persons do not care about_
singing and music at all. I have met some persons who have not
been able even to distinguish one tune from another, or one note
from another; so that singing and music could give no pleasure
to them, but Christian adaptation may induce them to bear with
others' preferences, although those preferences may be very different
from their own.
Good music and singing have often a marvellous influence. How
fond the Psalmist was of them! What pains he evidently took to
make them as efficient as possible in the Lord's house! rVe are told
that he appointed no less than two hundred and eighty-eight special
musicians and singers to act as the leaders of the choir there, besides
four thousand ordinary musicians, who played upon instruments which
he expressly made, or had made for them (1 Chroll. xxv. 7, and
xxiii. 5). And amongst the former were women as well as men, for
the daughters of Heman are expressly mentioned as being amongst
them (1 Chron. xxv. 5, 6).
BISHOP BEVERIDGE said, that of all recreation he found music to
be the best, and especially when he played himself. "It composes
my thoughts," he said, "it delights my ear, recreates my mind, and
so not only fits me for after business, but fills my heart at the
present with pure and useful thoughts." I remember that the venerable Dr. CLOSE, the good and eloquent Dean of Carlisle, used to
keep a small harmonium near him in his study, and he might be
found sometimes playing vigorously upon it, reminding one of the
sweet Psalmist of Israel; whilst no doubt at the same time he was
making melody in his heart to the Lord.
Mr. SPURGEON said, "There is nothing like singing to keep your
spirits alive. When we have been well-nigh overwhelmed with difficulty, we have said, 'Let us have a song.' We have begun to sing;
and MARTIN LUTHER says, 'The devil cannot bear singing.' That
was about the truth; he does not like music. It was so in Saul's
days: an evil spirit rested on Sanl, but when David played on his,
harp, the evil spirit went from him. This is usually the case: if we
can begin to sing, we shall remove our fears."
So in our public worship. How soul-stirring sometimes is the
effect of a large congregation heartily singing some grand old hymn
to some well-known tune! Troubles and cares seem to be forgotten,
:,he thoughts are raised heavenwards, and the mind seems to be
brought into a fitting frame to praise, and pray, and worship.
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What memories of the past, too, such singing will sometimes awake,
of sacred times and hallowed seasons long gone by; and perhaps
of dear ones who used to join with us heartily in singing those
very same words, but whose voices now have joined the heavenly
choir!
But snch soul-stirring congregational singing is not always easy to
produce or to secure. Generally speaking a congregation needs to
be carefully trained to secure good and hearty singing, or to be led
by a large and an efficient choir.
A large> and an efficient choir may be a very valuable adjunct
to the house of God.
See what an attraction, and help to the
singing, the large choirs are at modern "conventions," missionary
gatherings, &c.
When preaching some time ago in a large metropolitan church,
where the congregation was very small, I noticed that the choir
consisted solely of a few boys; and I mentally asked, "Where are
the 'young men and maidens,' the 'old men' as well as 'the children,'
whom the Psalmist calls upon to join in the service of praise?"
There were tens of thousands of them outside that large, church,
many of them no doubt with good voices, and trained to sing, and
fond of singing; and one thought that surely a little tact and
judicious management might have induced at least some of them to
come into the house· of God and use their talents there; but appaTently little or no effort had been made in that direction. There was
a truly faithful and an able pastor there, but perhaps he did not
care to have a large choir; otherwise I could not help thinkingalthough of course I may have been mistaken-that if he had had
a large and efficient choir, it might have made a great difference in
the size of his congregation; for independently of the influence of
their singing, the members of a choir have personal influence upon
their acquaintances, relatives, and friends.
No doubt a large choir involves a good deal of attention and
trouble, and requires to be really well managed. A choir should
never take the place of the members of a congregation in singing,
it should lead and support them. But a well-managed choir is well
worth a good deal of attention and trouble, for it may be useful to
a church and pastor in several ways; and it is really wonderful to
observe how deep an interest its members:-if rightminded-will take
in the services of the Lord's house, and the self-denying manner in
which they will sometimes show that interest. In many cases also
(me has known that interest to be a link connecting with the reception of spiritual blessings, blessings for which the recipients will
probably have reason to bless God throughout eternity.
Another circumstance may also be kept in mind with respect to
'Singing and music in public worship, namely, that the number and
variety of sweet and beautiful hymns and tunes has been marvellously
increased in modern days, so that we have a store to select from
such as our forefathers never had. It may be therefore wise to make
as much use as possible of this advantage, and to extend the
selection of hymns and tunes used so that it may include a con-
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siderable number of the modern ones, as well as the chief of the
older ones.
So far we have considered the subject from an outward and general
point of view, and we have done so under a deep sense of the special
circumstances of the present times, and of the peculiar dangers and
perilous influences which are brought to bear upon pastors' flocks,
and especially upon the younger members of their flocks, in them. Of
course there is another and more spiritual point of view of the
subject which ought not to be overlooked or ignored. The success of
a pastor's ministry spiritually, and the amount of spiritual blessing
bestowed upon it, cannot be measured by the size of his congregation.
There may be crowded audiences, and yet very little spiritual fruit j and
there may be thin and scanty audiences, but the felt presence and
power of the Lord, giving testimony to His Word, and awakening and
nourishing precious souls.
We know that this may be the case, and
it may be an encouragement to pastors and people where there are
apparently otherwise causes for discouragement. And if at any time
a fresh blessing be needed, or if there are signs of spiritual coldness
and lukewarmness, and a pastor longs to see those signs checked and
changed, a very good plan is to have a "Mission," or series of special
Evangelistic services, conducted by some suitable and able preacher,
taking pains beforehand to make the services thoroughly well-known,
and seeking with much fervency and earnestness, and with perseveriug
and expectant prayer, for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and for a
fresh manifestation upon pastor and people of His preSEJllCe and
power. I have been privileged to see the most marvellous results
where thijl plan has been adopted, and therefore I can most confidently
recommend it.
A well-known pastor in a distant land relates the following circumstance as having occurred in his experience. He had large audiences,
but he was oppressed beyond measure because there seemed to be
little blessing, and conversions were apparently few. He says:"One Tuesday I invited to my house five old, consecrated Christian
men. These old men came, not knowing why I had invited them.
I said to them: 'I
I took them to the top room of my house.
have called you here for special prayer.
I am in an agony for
a great turning to God of the people. We have vast multitudes in
attendance; and they are attentive and respectful, but I cannot see
that they are saved. Let us kneel down and each one pray, and
not leave this room until we are all assured that the blessing will
come and has come.' It was a most intense crying unto God. I
said, 'Brethren, let this meeting be a secret,' and they said it would
That Tuesday-night special service ended. On the following
be.
Friday night occurred the usual prayer-meeting.
No one knew of
what had occurred on Tuesday night, but the meeting was unusually thronged.
Men accustomed to pray in public with great
composure broke down under emotion. The people were in tears.
There were sobs and silences and solemnities of such unusual power
that the worshippers looked into each other's faces as much as to
say, 'What does all this mean l'
And, when the following
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Sabbath caine, although we were in a secular place, over four
hundred arose for prayers, and a religious awakening took place
that made that winter famous for time and eternity."
The Holy Spirit acts as a Sovereign j He comes and goes as He
pleases j but where there are fervent desires and earnest prayers for
His special presence and influence, that presence and that influence
may be fully expected to be granted j and where they are granted,
there will be a special blessing j yea, perhaps, "showers of
blessing."
We conclude, then, that the meaning of the Apostle in the passage
before us is simply this :-That he endeavoured to adapt himself,
his demeanour, his teaching, and his manner of teaching, as far as was
possible and lawfnl, to the various circumstances, dispositions, and
characters of those with whom he came in contact, and his purpose
in doing this was the all-important one of endeavouring to be the
means of saving souls-precious souls; and therefore he said, "I
am made all- things to all men, that I might by all means save
some." Similarly he said again to the Corinthians, " I please all lUen
in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that
they may be saved" (1 Cor. x. 33).
"I want souls j I thirst for souls," said an earnest-minded pastor
to me. Well would it be if all pastors and all the leading members
of- their congregations could say the same. This seems to have been
the chief-absorbing desire of the late pastor SPURGEON, and hence the
special blessing vouchsafed to his ministry. Speaking of that desire
he said :-" It is a grand thing to see a man thoroughly possessed
with one master-passion. Lives with many aims are like water
trickling through iunumerable streams, none of which is wide enough
or deep enough to float the merest cockleshell j but a life with one
object is like a mighty river, flowing between its banks, bearing
to the ocean a multitude of ships, and spreading fertility on either
side."
Hatford Rectory, Faringdon.
D. A. DUUDNEY.
COVENANT LOVE.
(1

JOIIN

iii. 1.)

TALK of riches! why, none have such enduring, invaluable riches in
reserve as those on whom the Father has bestowed His love in Covenant.
True, while they are in this wilderness, their loving Father may thillk
fit to keep them poor, and they may often find it most difficult _to
make ends meet, with the greafest economy; yet what matters it 1
this is not their home, this is not their inheritance. What! this
world of sin, of death, and selfishness, and malice, and wickedness;
the home, the inheritance of the children of God 1 Never! God
hath a far better home and a better inheritance in store fO'r
them. Blessed truth! that poor, humble, and deeply-tried child O'f
God, only just able to keep the wolf from his cottage door, having
nothing to call his own, shall, after a few more setting suns
inherit all things.-J. J. Eastmead.
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CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
THE following invitation to the Clifton Conference has just been
issued by the EDITOR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE:BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,For the twenty-first time, I am p!:Jrmitted, in the providence of God,
to announce the assembling of His people at the Clifton Conference.
The proposed meetings will be held, if it please the Lord, on Tuesday,
Vvednesday, and Thursday, October 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, in the
Victoria Rooms, Clifton.
A peculiar interest-solemn, yet rich in hope-must needs attach
to the forthcoming Conference, inasmuch as it will take place in the
last year of the century which gave birth to such gatherings of God's
believing people. It was in the year 1856 that the late beloved
Rev. WILLIAM PENNEFA'l'HER was led to originate the periodical
assembling of the members of various Christian Churches "for social
communion, as children of the one Father, animated by the same
life, and heirs together of the same glory." From Christ Church
Parsonage, Barnet, in June of that year, went forth the first invitation
to the" Barnet Conference," in the course of which God's beloved
servant wrote, "the object of the proposed Conference is to promote
personal holiness, brotherly love, and increased interest in the work
of the Lord." Among those whom this affectionate appeal attracted
to the earlier Conferences conducted by Mr. PElS'NEFATHER was the late
dear Rev. SAMUEL ABRAHAM WALKER, whose love of the brethren was
thereby so powerfully stirred up that he felt led to originate a
Conference of the Lord's people at Clifton, on Scriptural lines similar
to those on which Mr. PENNEFATHER had proceeded. The Clifton
Conference, small in its beginning, has now been maintained, with
blessed resltlts, for the long period of thirty-eight years, and stands
second in point of origin among the now numerous Christian Conventions in England, brought into existence during the latter half of
the centurv.
A distinguishing feature of the Clifton Conferences has been their
fidelity to the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel of the free grace
of God. This important characteristic has given them a solidity and
force which, in our times of superficial and sensational religion, have
always attracted experienced believers delighting in "the deep things
of God."
Not a few eminent witnesses for the full truth of God have spoken
at Clifton during the past thirty-eight years, many of whom now rest
from their labours. Indeed, each succeeding Conference has resigned
to the home-call honoured and beloved servants of Christ whose
praises were" in all the Churcp.es." During the past year, one such
dear man of God, who always had taken a lively and active interest
in the Conference at Clifton-Mr. BENJAMIN THOMAs-passed into the
presence-chamber of the King.
His wise advice and helpful
co-operation were deeply valued by me, and the kind promise of his
support went far to induce me to undertake the heavy responsibilities
of convening the Conference, in B\lccessiun to dear Mr. WALKER, in
2 x
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the year 1880, when I came to Bristol. . The Rev. JA1t1ES BATTERSBY,
of Sheffie~d, too, who preached the Conference Sermon in 1883 (from
~r Tim. iv. 6-8), entered into rest since our last Convention.
These,
and many such gaps in the ranks of God's Church "militant here
on earth" may well serve to quicken our zeal for the Truth, and to
draw us more closely together in the bonds of brotherly love. "Yet
a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not
tarry."
The dosing months of the Nineteenth Century are prolific in
momentous events throughout the world. General upheaval and strife
characterize the internal affairs of the nations, and international distrust prevails among the great powers of Europe. Christendom at
large is drifting on the current of apostasy from the Truth of God.
The foundation doctrines of the Gospel are extensively denied, or
explained away, in the various religious communities in our favoured
islands: Foremost among the essential verities of the Faith depreciated
by modern teachers is the doctrine of Christ's Vicarious Atonement.
Sacerdotalists by their system deny the finality of the Atonement;
Rationalists deny the necessity of it; the so-called Higher Critics
deny the credibility of the inspired wTitings which record its finished·
character and reveal the sinner's absolute dependence upon it for·
reconciliation to a just and holy God. In recognition of the urgent
demand of the times for a re-assertion of THE ATONEMENT OF
CHRIST, it is believed that no more suitable subject than that could
be selected for consideration at the forthcoming Clifton Conference.
" Th~ precious blood of Christ," and the" eternal salvation" which it
has secured to all believers, will constitute the theme of incessant
praises before the throne of the Lamb hereafter. Let us then, beloved
brethren, seek to anticipate the song of the ransomed of the Lord in
"the house of our pilgrimage," and, by coming together in the power
of the Spirit of Truth, bear testimony to our unshaken confidence in
the efficacy of the vicarious sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to
the everlasting love of the Father who by the blood of the Covenant
has made us His dear children. Oh, let us plead that the last Clifton
Conference in .the Nineteenth Century may be signalized by special
blessing from on high. Your prayers are lovingly asked for
Your affectionate Brother in Christ,
JAMES ORMISTON,
Rector DJ St. JI1ary.le.Port, Bristol.
3, Berkeley Square, Glijton, Bristol, AUglt..St, 1900.
P.S.-All communications having reference to the Conference should
be addressed to the CONVENER, 3, ~erkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol.

THE sinner, casting himself on the mercy of God in Christ Jesus,
is as safe as any now in heaven.-Rev. W. Romaine.
.
STRONG faith makes the believer exclaim, "Oh, what marvellous
grace! I feel it warm my heart. Here I am; take me, Lord Jesus,
as I am, and do what Thou wilt wij;h me. -Rev. W. Romaine.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. CANON HOBSON.
"THE doctrines of grace have been my stay from my childhood. I see.
no security except in GOD'S Covenant love." So wrote to us lately the
subject of the present sketch, who is the Evangelical pastor of one of
Liverpool's poorest district parishes-St. Nathaniel's, Windsor. Perhaps
the beet accolmt of this parish, and of CANON HOBSON'S laborious work
among the people is that which was given many years ago by the
revered BISHOP of LIVERPooL~the late Dr. RYLE. "I know at this
moment," said his lordship, "a parish of 4,500 people in Liverpool
with not a rich man in it, but only small shopkeepers, artizans, and
poor. There are only thirty families in it which keep a servant, and
not one family keeps tw.o. There are 195 houses with more than one
family in each. There are 133 families living in cellars. Many
of' these cellars are within a few yards from the Church, and under its
shadow. In short, that this is a thoroughly poor, working-class
parish no one can deny. Now, what does the Church of England do
in this parish 1 Listen, and I will tell you. In a plain brick church,
holding 1,000, built thirteen years ago, there is a simple, hearty service,
and an average attendance of 700 on Sunday morning, 300 in the
afternoon, and 950 in the evening. About half the sittings are rented
and half free. In three mission-rooms there is an average attendance
of about 350 in the morning and 450 in the evening. The communicants are almost all of the working class, and nearly half men. I
myself helped once to administer the consecrated elements to 395
persons, and I saw the hands which received them, and I know
by those hands that many of them were' dock labourers and
foundry-men.
" The worthy minister of this parish began his work alone about fourteen years ago with four people in a cellar. He had only eight communicants at his first administration of the Lord's Supper. He has now 800
communicants, and is aided by one paid curate, one paid Scripture
reader, one paid Bible woman, and one paid organist. But he has
besides 82 voluntary Sunday School teachers, 120 Church workers, 18
Bible classes, with 600 adults on the register, and 1,700 Sunday
scholars.
"'rhere are six services in the church every week, a~d four s,ervices
in the Mission Rooms, throughout the year, besides two prayer meetings
every month. The practical and moral results of the Church's 'York in
this parish are patent and unmistakable. Of course some of the people
remain to this day irreligious, careless, unchanged, and like the
, wayside' hearers in the parable of the sower.. No minister can give
grace, however faithfully he may preach it. But there are plain proofs
in this case that labour is not in vain. It bears fruit and remains.
The congregation raises £800 a-year for the cause of GOD. There are.
1,100 pledged absta.iners in the district. There is not a single house
of ill-fame, or a single known infidel in the parish. These are facts,.
simple facts, which anyone who visits Liverpool may, if heJikes,.:v:~ifJ.
for himself.
. . '" :~}"'"
" The incumbent of this parish is a quiet, unpretending m.an,<:;whO';
2 'x ~t
j
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tries to preach CHRIST in the pulpit, and to visit his people in a
CHRIsT-like, sympathising way as a pastor, at the rate of 75 families
:1,-week, and to these two things I attribute his success. Of course, man
cannot command success under any circumstances. 'It is the SPIRIT
that quickeneth.' "
These words were uttered by BISHOP RYLE in 1882, and many
further developments in St. Nathaniel's have taken place. The parish
itself has been enlarged, its present population being upwards of 6,000.
Thf' fabric of the church has undergone improvement, a IVelsh mission
church has been 'established, and the voluntary working staff has been
considerably augmented.
CANOK HOBSON is a son in the fourth generation from one of three
brothers from Yorkshire, who emigrated to Ireland about the middle
of last century. These descendants were conspicuous by their loyalty
and adherence to the Throne, and by their earnest attachment to the
Protestant faith. CANOI\' HOBsoN was born in the picturesque county
of Wicklow. It has been recorded of him that "he feared the LORD
from his youth." He early showed an ardent interest in the work of
the Irish Church Missions. In view of entering the ministry of the
Gospel he studied at St. Aidan's College, Birkenhead, and Trinity
College, Dublin. His first curacy was with the late excellent Dr.
BLAKENEY, at Christ Chmch, Claughton, but since 1868 he has devoted
himself to the LORD'S work in the poor parish where he still
ministers with marked blessing from on high. Several publications
have called attention to CANON HOBsoK's model parish, and have borne
valuable testimony to the extraordinary success which has, under GOD'S
blessing, attended his faithful, long-eontinued ministrations. From one
of these we make the following interesting quotation :-" CA..'\ON
HOBSON has from the commencement of his ministry been distinctly
Evangelical and Protestant,' and it may be added with safety that
during the past twenty-five years he has not altered in doctrine or
practice. The black gown is worn in the pulpit, the Psalms are
read, but, all the same, there is a swell of response and singing which
is intensely real. The VICAR'S style of preaching is simple, earnest,
and practical. His Sunday morning expositions are instructive, and
bear the marks of study and research, while the evening discourses
partake more of the Evangelistic. His freedom from affectation adds
greatly to the power he wields over the vast congregations which are
drawn to St. Nathaniel's on Sunday evenings. In all his work, at
evety turn, it is evident that his dependence for snccess is in the
Gospel ministered in the HOLY GHOST."
Our sketch closes with an extract from one of Mr. HOBSON'S
works, wherein he says :-" In this great work for GOD there is no
claim laid to special gifts in presence, eloquence, or deep learning;
hence it cannot be said it is my bow and my sword that have
gotten me this wealth-nay, 'it is the LORD'S doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.' 'The right hand of thc Lord hath the preeminence; the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things to
pass. '" "Not unto us 0 LORD, not unto us, but nnto Thy name be
the glory." Amen.
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ON SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION.
(Frcm '-iV.

MASON':!

"Christian's

Compan~'on for

the Sabbath.")

"B1d 1Ge all, with open fctce beholding as in Ct glass the [l101'Y of
the Lord, are changed into the S{£1n~ image, even as by the Spirit oJ
the Lord."-2 CORINTHIANS iii. 18.
"WE all." Who 1 All the professors of Christianity 1 With equal truth
say, there is not a blind man in the \Yorld. There is not a more
prevailing error exists, nor which is more pregnant with destructive
consequences, than applying the word all, so frequently used in
Scripture, to every individual of mankind. J list with the same truth
and propriety say, every man in England is actually a member of
Parliament! and apply all that is spoken of them, and transacted
by all of them, to every man. Surely, folly and inattention to the
'Word of God never appear more conspicuous than in this! Nor are
they capable of doing a greater injury to the truth of God and
the souls of men than by this. For, hereby carual persons, who
are blind to the truths of the Gospel, and dead in their sins, are
presumptuously led to consider themselYes included in the word all;
when the Scriptures are speaking of all the elect people of God, all
the redeemed of Christ, and all the sanctified by the Holy Spirit:
or when the Apostles are speaking of themselves, and their holy
brethren in Christ, and of the happy effects which were wrought in
and upon them all through believing the Gospel, exclusive of all
the rest of the world, which lieth in wickedness. But it is deemed
charity, thus most uncharitably to apply the word all to the se]fconfident delusion, and awful destruction of the profane and ungodly.
Oh, say they, the Scriptures say, God loves all, Christ died for all,
justification is come upon all men, the Spirit is given to every man,
That is
and therefore-What 1 all men shall certainly be saved.
right. The conclusion is j list, from such universal principles. Therefore, let all men assuredly knOll- this, that no man need fear God,
sin, nor hell, ior all is safe. All men shall be saved, let them do
what they will. From such unscriptural charity, good Lord deliver
us! 'l'hus Satan \Yill extract venom from the sweet Scriptures, and
poison carnal minds by corrupting them.
But it is the experience of the saints of Christ which is here
spoken of, and of them only.
There are two words in this text
which, by attending to and explaining, will unfold the sense and
meaning of the whole. The first is active, "We beholding." The
second is passive, "vVe are changed." From hence we may raise
this doctrine, that activity in duty is ours; that the success and
blessing upon it is wholly from the Lord. Oh, may the Lord give us
the pleasing experience of this beholding, and the unspeakable joy
of knowing that \Ye are changed.
1. "Beholding." This is not a slight, hasty, superficial glance, like
"a man's beholding his natural face in a glass, and going away,
and straightway forgetting what manner of man he was" (James i. 24).
But it implies a fixed attention of the mind. Such a beholding as

The Gospel Magazz·ne.
the dear women were engaged in when they saw our blessed Lord
hanging upon the cross. Their whole hearts were taken up with it,
and their whole souls swallowed up in meditation upon it (Matt.
xxvii. 55). Without such a beholding, men attain to no proficiency
in any science. Because Christians are not moi'e assiduously engaged
in this, is the one grand 'cause of ail theil' fears, doubts, perplexities, and complaints. Other things attract their attention from
beholding the one thing needful. Hence their misery. See that
astronomer, with what intense application of mind is he engaged
in beholding the planetary system, and in considering the motions
of the heavenly bodies! What pleasing knowledge does he gain!
What satisfactory reflection does his mind reap hereby!
But
I infinitely greater knowledge and more comfortable reflection
does the
heaven-born soul attain bJ' this constant beholding. For2. It is with open face. W'e have no dimming, obscuring veil
over our eyes as Moses had, so that the children of Israel could
not steadfastly look to the end of what was prefigured. " They
dmJd not clearly see the shining of Christ in the countenance of
Moses, because of the veil upon his face" (2 Cor. iii. 18). But,
blessed be God, this is done away in Christ: there is nothing
dark and obscure in the Gospel revelation: we behold Christ with
·open face, full of grace and truth. We plainly and clearly see Him
a perfect man, like to ourselves in all things except sin. We behold
Him doing His Father's will, and finishing the work which He gave
Him to do, and thereby bringing eternal glory to His name, and an
·everlasting revenue of praise to the whole Godhead. For now the
.glory of Christ is unveiled, and, blessed be God, it hath pleased Hin:..
to take the veil off from our heart~, so that ,,-e can clearly, and
plainly behold the glory of God shining in the face or person of
Jesus Christ, as we can see the glory of the sun in the face of
nature's creation. We behold Christ's obedience of life unto death,
.a~ 'our justifying righteousness, to the glory of God's grace: the
..atonement of His blood on the cross, for the pardon of our sins, to
the' glory of God's justice: His resurrection from the dead, for our
acquittal from all condemation, to the glory of God's truth: His
b~ing exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give us repentance
and remission of sins, to the glory of God's holiness: His intercession
for us at the right hand of God, to bring us to eternal salYation
.in heaven, to the glory of God's power; and that God hath ma~e
\is accepted in His Beloved, blessed us with all spiritual blessings III
Him, according as He hath chosen us in Him, before the foundation
of the. world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him
in love; having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
"to the praise and glory of His grace" (Epl!. i. 3, &c.) And that
God hath united us to Christ, and made us one Spirit with Him,
'to' the glory of God's everlasting love; and that therefore where
'Christ is, there most assuredly shall all His members be. Oh, wh~t
a glorious beholding is this! Now' all this with open face, or ll1
the unveiled face of Christ. ",Ve all, ALL from whom it hath pleased
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God to take away the veil, which is naturally upon all our hearts,
behold as clearly and as plainly by the eye of faith, as we behold
any object by the eye of sense. Those who do not behold all th~s
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ, the veil remaineth upon
their hearts unto this day. It is not for want of Christ the object,
and the glory of God in and by Him, being clearly set before them;
but through the spiritual blindness of man's understanding, and the
'Veil which is naturally upon their hearts, that men do not see the
unveiled face of Christ, and the glory of God shining in it. Hence
we hear so many talk so incoherently and inconsistently about divine
truths, and so awfully detract from the glory of God in Christ, by
denying the capital, fundamental doctrines of the Gospel. Oh, how
,awful is this declaration! "If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them
who are lost: in whom the god of this world hath [blinded the
minds of them who believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel
'Of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor.
IV. 3, 4). For3. This beholding is "in a glass." The Gospel is this true mirror, or
looking-glass, wherein we behold the smiling countenance, yea, the
loving heart of God Himself in Christ, to sinners of mankind. Many
are fond of looking in a glass to admire themselves. But oh, while
sinners look in this glass, they gaze upon and admire the God of
love. For here they behold His everlasting Covenant love fully dis'Played, as so many striking features in His gracious countenance.
You cannot look into this glass, but you must see, and be constrained
to cry out, God is Love. There see His loving face. There behold
His loving heart.' I believe, I know, I feel, that love is of God, and
God is love: nothing but love to sinners in Christ. Here I clearly
behold the goings forth of His heart in love to them, in His everlasting Covenant from eternity for them.
In the glass of the
Gospel we behold" God the Father, loving, choosing, and blessing His
people ill Christ" (Eph. i. 3), "Giving them to Christ" (John xvii. 2).
"Their oneness with Christ" (Heb. ii. 11). "Christ giving Himself
for them" (Titus ii. 14). By whom the law was fulfilled, magnified,
.and made honourable, justice sanctified, God well pleased, and all the
Divine perfections illustriously displayed, and harmoniously ex~lted:
And in consequence of all this, God the Holy Spirit, as engaged iI,l
Covenant, is sent forth to glorify Christ in the eyes, and to the' hearts
of all the elect of the Father, and redeemed by the Son; to ,u'nite
ihem to Him, and sanctify them in Him. All this Covenant love
before time, and Covenant grace in time, we behold, clearly beholdi'n
ihe glass of the Gospel. Speaking once of this, a person who denied
the existence of the everlasting Covenant, asked me this weak question,
'" Pray, sir, was you at the Council board?" Poor thing! There was
1110 necessity for that.
For all the transactions of it are clearly and
-explicitly told us by One who was at the Conncil: one of the
Covenating parties, even the t-lpirit of truth. "Whereof, concerning
the things of the eternal Covenant of grace, and peace, and sinners
lleing sanctified in Christ, the Holy Ghost is a witness to us"
'{Heb. x. 15). "The Spirit bears witness, because the Spirit, ill
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truth" (1 John v. 6). Therefore," If we receive the witness of men,
the witness of God is greater" (9th verse). And where does He witness,
.but in the Gospel? ThereforeSecondly, it is beholding with wonder and admiration.
There is
no one point of doctrine in the Gospel, but excites this. God's eveIllasting love to us, His election of us, redeeming, justifying, q nicken·
ing, adopting, sanctifying, and saving us in and by Christ, all create
wonder in ns; all are marvellous in our eyes, and astonishing to our
hearts, so that at one time, we are ready to think the ne\Ys too good
to be true. At another, we cry out, "Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed on us, that we should be called the sons of
God" (1 John iii. 1). It is a most delightful beholding. The Lord
in Covenant love proclaims of His people, collectively considered as
the body of Christ, "Thou shalt be called Hephzibah, for the Lord
delighteth in thee" (Isaiah Ixii. 4). Each of them by grace declares,
"Thy law [thy scheme of salvation] is my delight" (Psalm cxix. 174)" The law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, which hath made me
free from the law of sin and death" (Rom. viii. 2), is my one glory,
my chief delight. The Gospel, Christ beheld in the Gospel, the face
of God, and the glory of God, shining in the glass of the Gospel, are
most engaging and delightful to the hearts of poor sinners.
Therefore, 3rdly, it is a continued beholding. It is not, we have
beheld, or we shall behold, but it is beholding, a participle of the
present time. We df) now behold, we continue to behold, \Ye go on
beholding. Here, believing soul, see 1vhat now is, and 11' hat ever is to
be your constant, your continued work, even beholding the unveiled
glory, the open face of Jesus, in the glass of the Gospel, ~nd the love
of God's heart to you a sinner in Him. For" whosoe,er looketh into
the perfect law of liberty [the glass of the Gospel] and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work [continually beholding the Gospel, and Christ in the Gospel], this man
shall be blessed in his deed" (James i. 25). How blessed! Thus w~
comeSecondly, to consider "changed into the same image."
How
changed? From natural to spiritual men? No. These we are already,
or we could not thus behold. Is flesh changed into spirit 1 No.
We are still in the flesh, and fleshly lusts war against us. Are \Ye so
changed as to have no sin in us? No. Sin dwelleth in us and wall'S
against us. How then are we changed? "Into the same image."
An image is the likeness or representation of any person 01' - thing.
God forbids us to "make to ourselves any graven image, to bow down
to, or worship" (Exod. xx. 4). For after our fall, the imaginations and
thoughts of our hearts are evil, only evil, continually evil" (Gen. vi. 5).
Therefore, as we have lost the image of God, we can make nothing but,
an evil image. And God from all eternity decreed to set up an image
in time, as the most striking likeness and strongest representation of
His glorious Person. And though by the fall we had entirely lost an
sight and knowledge of God, yet we should clearly see and comfortably
know Him again in and by this image. Thi;; is none other than His
beloved Son, "who is the brightness of His glory, and the express.
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image of His Person" (Heb. i. 3). Hence He tells Philip, "He who
hath seen Me hath seen the Father also" (John xiv. 9). Thus Christ
is the image of God. 'fhe Gospel is the image of Christ; and while we
are beholding the Gospel, and Christ in the Gospel, the true image
of God is stamped upon our mind, or heart, and we are more and
more changed in our thoughts, judgments, and affections into this image..
You see, when the Galatians had fallen from grace-that is, had lost
sight of the grace of God, salvation by that grace only, and justification
by the righteousness of Christ fully, by not beholding the glory of
God in the Gospel-and had fallen into a corrupt notion of their
own righteousness, and justification in part by what they did and
submitted to for salvation, Paul tells them, "Christ would profit them
nothing." For they had lost.sight of the image of Christ, the image
of God, the image of the Gospel, and were, as the Psalmist speaks,
"walking in a vain show," or an image, as rendered in the margin
(Psalm xxxix. 6). . And therefore he tells them, "I travail in birth
again [like a woman in labour pains], until Christ be formed in you"
(Gal. iv. 19). That is, till the image of Christ and the image of the
Gospel was portrayed or re-stamped upon their hearts and minds.
This is a point of the greatest importance, for the peace and comfort
of our souls, and to the honour of the Gospel and the glory of God
in Christ. Oh, let us e.. . er be most deeply concerned about it.
For such as the image is which is impressed upon the mind, or
heart, so will the life and walk be. If it is the image of Christ, or the
Gospel, it will produce correspondent fruits and effects upon the life.
We shall strive to honour the Gospel and glorify Christ. But if a
corrupt image is impressed there, we shall be like Israel of old; "An
empty vine, we shall bring forth fruit unto ourselves according to
the goodly image [pleasing in our own eyes, but abominable image
in the sight of God] which we have made" (Hos. x. 1).
Our
imaginations being only evil, we are naturally prone to create evil
images in our minds, contrary to the image of the Gospel. Hence so
many corrupt doctrines are ad-....anced contrary to the grace of God and
the image of Christ. The mind of a miser is impressed with the image of
gold. His affections are set upon it. The more he contemplates it
the mJre he receives the image of it upon his mind. A Pharisee's
mind is impressed with the image of his own righteousness. The
more he beholds it the more his mind is changed into the image of it.
So he who believes in Christ, and looks on Christ as his righteousness,
the more he beholds Christ and His righteousness, the more he is
changed into the image of Christ and His righteousness. So in
general, while we are beholding the Gospel, the glory of the Lord
shining in all His Covenant purposes, glorious decrees, holy doctrines,
and precious promises in the face of Jesus Christ, we receive the
impress of them, and are changed in heart, judgment, and affections,
into their very image. And this "from glory to glory." From one
degree of glory to another. The glory of the gospel of Christ in the
Gospel, and of God in Christ, is 100re and more communicated to UB,
and we are more and more impressed with, and shine in all this glory,
"even by the Lord the Spirit." It is He who glorifies Christ in the
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Gospel; and while we are beholding this He makes us glorious in Christ,
and changes us frum glory to glory, till from experiencing the glory of
His grace on earth we are changed into the ultimate glory of 'heaven.
Dh, how glorious to be ever thus engaged in beholding! Naturalists
<Jhserve, "that while the halcyon bird is brooding on her eggs, and
bringing forth her young, there is usually fair weather." From hence
g00d times are called" halcyon days." Would we constantly experi€nce these halcyon days 1 The Lord grant that we may be ever
brooding over the Gospel, ever beholding the glory of the Lord in the
Gospel, so as to be changed into His image in heart and life by the
Lord the Spirit. Let us attend to one word of
CAUTIO~.

There are false apostles, deceitful workers transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ. "Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light; and his ministers into ministers of righteousness"
(2 Cor. ii. 13, &c.) But neither Satan nor his ministers can transform
themselves into the truth; no, their tongues will ever discover their
rooted malice against the truth as it is in Jesus. Hence, as we are in
continual danger from them, we ought to be jealous over ourselves
with a godly jealousy, "lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled
Eve throngh his subtilty, so our minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 3). Remember, every heresy
begins in the mind. If we hear a per,erted Gospel, our minds are
in danger of being corrupted. One says, I believe the doctrine of
the atonement, and salvation of Christ, but I cannot bear the doctrines
<Jf His imputed righteollsness, God's electing love, and the final perseverance of His people. I set my face against these. '" hy so 1 the
latter are as clearly revealed as the former. What a mangled image
do such make of the Gospel! Dare they talk so of God's commandments or precepts·? Are not the doctrines of His love equally precious
as the other? Oh, what daring arrogance is this! The Lord deliver us
trom it! Pride and unbelief are at the bottom of this.
A COLLECT.
teach us humbly to receive all Thy sacred truthS, as revealed
in Thy Word; that we may see the glory of Thy gracc and love displayed by them, and shining in the face of J esns Christ, to our
salvation by Him. Blessed Spirit, enable us so to behold Thy Gospel,
as to be changed into the perfect image of it in heart and affection,
to the glory of the Three-One God. Amen.

o LORD,

HEARTY liberty is better than party bonds.
I AM sometimes almost overwhelmed and borne down, but I recover.
Dh, what, what should I do, poor, weak, and sinful, silly creature that
I am, were not my dear Lord-I must call Him such, though I am
vile and unworthy to approach Him-" a present help in trouble."

- Watts Wilkinson.
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£\trm.ans anh ;ij.at.es .a£ Serm.aus.
•
THE SEAL OF SALVATION;
OR, GOD'S SPIRIT ''VIT:''ESSING WITH OUR SPIRITS 'I.'HAT WE ARE THE
CHILDREN OF GOD.
A SER~IO", PREACHED AT GREAT S'I.'. BARTHOLmIEW's, BY THE
MOS'! REV. JAMES USHER, LATE ARCHBISHOP OF A~IAGH.

"FU1" ye have not received the spi1'it of bondage again to feaT,. but
ye have received the SpiTit of ad"Option, whereby we cry, Abba, Fathe?".
The Spi?"it also bea1'eth witness with our spirit, that we are. the child1'en
Qf God."-RoMANS viii. 15, 16.
THE Apostle sets down in this Epistle a platform of Christian doctrine,
whereupon all persons and Churches might safely build themselves;
showing therein a sure way how those might come to the Lord
Jesus Ch;'ist, who are to obtain salvation by Him, which He delivers
n three heads, showingFIRST. How God will convince the world of sin.
SECOXD. He discovereth to them what that righteousness is, which,
without themselves, is imputed to them.
THIRD. " He setteth forth that righteousness inherent, and created
in us by s'l.nctification of the Spirit, with the effects thereof, and
motives and helps thereunto.
Answering that threefold work of the Spirit in John xvi. where
Christ promiseth that" when the Comforter should come, He should
reprove the world of sin, of righteousness, of judgment."
FIRST. He shows the Comforter shall work a conviction of sin, a
making of a man as vile, empty, and naked as may be; not a bare
confession of sin only, which a man may have and yet go to hell;
but such a conviction as stops a man's mouth, that he hath not a
word to speak, but sees a sink of sin and abomination in himself,
such as the Apostle had; "For I know that in me (that is, in my
flesh) dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18)
To attain to this
sight and measure of humiliation, there must be a work of the Spirit.
First, therefore, the Apostle begins, in the first chapter, with the
Gentiles, who, failing grossly in the duties of the first table, God had
givep. over also to err in the breach of all the duties of the second
table. Then the next chapter, and most of the third, he spends on
the Jews. They bragged of many excellent privileges they had above
the Gentiles, as to have the law, circumcision, to be leaders of others,
to have God among them; and therefore despised the Gentiles. The
Apostle reproves them, showing that in condemning the Gentiles,
they condemned themselves, they having a greater light of knowledge than the Gentile~, which should have led them t) the tnte
and sincere practice of what they were instructed in. Then he goes
Qn and shows all naturally to be out of the way (verse 19), and so
concludes them to be under sin, that every mouth may. be stopped,
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and all the world become guilty before God. This is the end of the
first part.
This being done, in the latter end of the chapter he proceeds to
speak of the second work of the Comforter. To convince the world
of righteousness; but on what grounds 1 "Because I go to My
Father, and ye see Me no more;" that is, He shall assure ~he conscience that now there is a righteousness of better things purchased
for us. That Christ was wounded, arraigned, and condemned for us;
that He was imprisoned, but now He is free, who was our Surety;
yea, and that He is not free as one escaped, who hath broken prison
and run away, for then He could not haye stayed in heayen any more
than Adam could stay in paradise after his fall; but now that Christ
remains in heaven perfectly and for 'ever reconciled "'ith the Father.
This is a sure sign to us that the debt is paid, and e,erlasting peace
and righteousness brought in for our salvation.
This the Apostle
enlargeth, and shows this to be the righteousness that Adam had, and
which we must trust all unto. And this he doeth unto the sixth
chapter.
From whence the Apostle goes on to the third point, convincing
the world of judgment and'"of righteousness, unto the ninth chapter,
which are two words signifying one and the same thing; but because
he had named righteousness, before which was the righteousness of
justification (without a man) in Christ Jesus, he calls the third
judgment, which is that integrity which is inherent, bred, and
created in us; to wit, sanctification, as we may see in Isaiah xlii. 3,
where it is said of Christ, "A bruised reed shall He not break, and
the smoking flax not quench, till He bring forth judgment unto
victory." Where he shows judgment to be a beginning of righteous.ness in sanctification, even such a one as can neyer be extinguished.
So Job xxvii. 2. The word is taken where Job expostulateth the
matter. "As the Lord liveth who hath taken away my judgment,
&c., all the while my breath is in me, and the Spirit of God is in
my nostrils, my lips shall not speak wickedness nor my tongue
deceit.
God forbid that I should justify you; till I die I will not
remove my integrity from me; my righteousness I will hold fast, ar:d
will not let it go," &c. Here you see by judgment is meant integrity,
and that righteousness which is crell,ted and inherent in us; so
that the substance of that place in Isaiah is, that God will neyer
give over so to advance and make effectual that weak righteousness
and sanctification begnn in us, until it shall prevail against and
master all our sins and corruptions, making it in the end a victorious.
sanctification. And the ground hereof is, "For the prince of this
world is judged;" he is like one manacled, whose strength and
power is limited. So that now, though he be strong, yet he is cast
out by a stronger than he; so that he cannot, nor shall he ever, rule;
again as in times past.
. This strain of doctrine the Apostle follows in this Epistle, showing
that as the righteousness of justification by the blood of Christ is a
thing without us, so the righteousness of sanctification is a thing
created and inherent in us, and the ground of the witness of Oill'
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spirits, as we shall show in its own place. So that the blood· of
Christ doth two things unto us; in justification it covers our sins,
and in sanctification it heals our sins and sores; that if there be any
proud or dead flesh, it eateth it out, and then heals the wound.
Therefore the Apostle says, "Ye are not under the law, but under
grace." He who sees that the law is satisfied by another, and all to
be of free grace, will not much stand on any thing in himself for
his justification, but, as a poor beggar, be content all should be of
mere grace. Therefore he concludes, "Sin shall not have dominion
over you; for ye are not under the law, but under grace."
After this the Apostle goes on t.o other particulars, showing divers
things, especially the 12th verse of this chapter, where he drives into
the poi.nt of sanctification, as though he should say, You are freed
from the law indeed, as it is a judge of life and death, but yet the
law must be your counsellors; you are debtors of thankfulness
(seeing whence you are escaped), that you may not live after the
:flesh; and then he proceeds to show tbem how they should walk,
that seeing they had recei,ed the Spirit, they should walk after the
Spirit; now that they bad received that which should subdue and
mortify the flesb and the lusts thereof, they should be no more as
dead men, but quick and lively in operation, by living after the Spirit,
otherwise they could not be the sons of God (verse 16), and he comes
to the words that 1 have now read, "For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father: for the Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirits that we are the children of God."
'Vhere the Apostle shows the ground of our union and communion
with Christ, bt3cause having His Spirit we are of necessity His, as St.
John speaks, "Hereby we know that He abideth in us by the Spirit
which He hath given us" (1 John iii. 24). What ties together and
makes one things far asunder, but the same spirit and life in both.
So that the Spirit which is in Christ a full running-over fountain
descending down, and being also infused into us, unites us unto Him;
yea, that Spirit communicated unto me in some measure (which is in
Him such fulness), that Spirit doth tie me as fast unto Christ as any
joint ties member to member, and so makes Christ to dwell in thy
heart; as the Apostle speaks to this purpose (Eph. ii. 21). That
thus by one Spirit we are built up and made the temple of God, and
come to be the habitation of God through the Spirit; so that by this
means we are unseparably knit and united unto Him. For what is it
makes one member to be a· member to another? Not the nearness of
joining or lying one to or upon another, but the same quickening spirit
and life which is in both, and which causeth a like motion; for otherwise if the same life were not in that member it would be dead, and
of no use to the other: so that it is the same spirit and life in the
things conjoined, which unites them together; yet, to explain this
more (as I have often in the like case said), imagine a man were as
high as heaven (the same spirit and life being diffused into all his
parts), what is it now that can cause his toe to stir. there being such
·a huge distance betwixt the head and it 1 Even that self-same life
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which is in the head, being in it; no sooner eloth the head will the toe
to stir, but it moves; so is it with us. That very Spirit which is in
Christ being in us, thereby we are united unto Him, grow in Him,
live in Him, and He in us; rejoice in Him, and so are kept and preserved to be "glorified with Him. He is the second Adam, from whom
we receive the influence of all good things; showering down and distilling the graces of His Spirit upon the least of all His members.
That, as it was said of Aaron (who was a type of the second Adam),
and of that holy oil (representing the graces of His Spirit), which
did not only run down His head and beard but the skirts of His
garments also, and all His rich attire about (Psalm cxxxiii. 2). So
';vhen I see the oil of Christ's graces and Spirit not only rest upon the
head, hut also descend and run down upon the lowest of His members,
making me now, as one of them, in some sort another man than I was,
or my natural state could make me; by the same Spirit I know I am
united unto Christ. To this purpose is that which Christ so stands upon
in John vi. unto the Jews, where speaking of the eating of His flesh, and
that bread of life which came down from heaven (lest they shoula be mistaken), he adds, "It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are
life." So that we ':lee it is the Spirit that gives a being to a thing. And
therefore the Apostle proceeds to show, "As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God" (Rom. viii. 14). That as
Christ is the true Son of God, so we as truly, by conveyance of
tpe same Spirit into us, are His sons by adoption, and so heirs with
God, yea, and joint heirs with Christ; this He begins to show (verse 15).
So that being in this excellent estate, they were not only servants and
friends (a most high prerogative) but they were now the sons of Goel,
having the Spirit of adoption, whereby they might boldly call God
Father. In which verse the Apostle opposeth the spirit of bondage,
which doth make a man fear again, unto the ,Spirit of adoption, which
fi-ees a man from fear.
" ,Now two things may be observed hence: 1. The order the Spirit of
God keeps ere it comforts; it shakes and makes us fear. This the
Apostle speaks to (Heb. ii. 14) where he shows that the end of Christ's
coming was, "That because the children were partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself took part of the same; that through death He
might destroy him that had the power of death; that is, the devil,
and deliver them, who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime
subject lmto bondage." The first work, then, of the Comforter is, to
put a man in fear. 2. HerE) is showed that until the Spirit doth work
this fear, the heart will not stoop. The obstinacy is great; yea, so
great; that if hell gates were open ready to swallow up a man, he
would not yield until the Spirit set in to convince the heart. Therefore
St. John tells us, "That when the Spirit is come, He will reprove the
world of sin" (John xvi. 8), that is, He will convince and show a
man that he is but a bondman; and so from this sight He makes
us to fear. No man must think this strange, that God deals with men
at first after this harsh manner; to kill them, as it were, before He
make them alive; nor be diseouraged as if God had now cast them off

~"

The Gospel Magazine.

623

as none of His; -for this bondage and Rpirit of fear IS a work of God's
Spirit, and a preparative to the rest, yet it is but a common work of
the Spirit, and such a one that unless more follow it can afford us no
comfort.
But why then doth God suffer His children to be first terrified ",ith
this fear 1
I answer, that in two respects this is the best and wisest course to
deal with us; or else mallY would put off the matter, and never attain
a sense of mercy.
I. In respect of God's glory.
n. In regard of our good.
1. In respect of God's glory; and that first because, as in the work
of creation, so in the work of redemption, God will have the praise
of all His attributes. For as in the work of creation there appeared
the infinite wisdom, goodness, power, justice, mercy of Goel, and the
like; so will He in the work of our redemption have all these appear,
in their strength and brightness; and when we see and acknowledge
these things to be in God in the highest perfection, hereby
we honour Him; as on the contrary, when we will not see and
acknowledge the excellency of God's infinite attributes, we dishonour Him; yea, and I may safely add, that the work
of redemption was a greater work than the work of creation; for
therein appeared all the treasures of wisdom, and knowledge in the
conveying of it unto the Church. Herein appeared, first, infinite
wisdom, in ordering the matter so as to find out such a way for
the redemption of mankind as no created understanding could
possibly imagine or think of. And, secondly, for the mercy of God,
there could be none c0mparable to this, in not sparing His own Son,
the Son of His bve, that so He might spare us who had so grievously provoked Him. And thirdly, there could not be so much justice
seen in any thing as in sparing us not to spare His Son; in laying
His Son's head, as it were, upon the block, and chopping it off;
indeed, the death unto which He gave His Son was not only more
vile than the loss of his head, but far more painful and terrible to
nature, the death on the cross; in rending and tearing that blessed
body of his; even as the vail of the temple was rent (which was a
type of him), so was He rent, and tore, and broke for us, when He
made His soul an offering for sin. This ",as the perfection of
justice. And thus, was He just, as the Apostle speaks, and the
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. God would have justice
and mercy meet and kiss each other; and that for two reasons, for,
the magnifying of His justice, and for the magnifying of His
mercy.
1. For the magnifying of His justice. The Spirit must first
become a spirit of bondage and fear for the magnifying of God's
justice. Thus the prophet David having sinned, was driven to this
confession: " Against Thee, and Thee only, have I sinried, and done
this evil in Thy sight, that Thou mightest be justified when Thou
speakest, and be clear when Thou judgest" (Psalm li. 4). Thus he,
lj. holy man, was brought to confess his sin, to give God the glory
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of His justice. And so to this end, that a man might pass through
or by, as it were, the gates of hell unto heaven, the Lord will have
His justice extended to the full; for which cause lessening, or
altogether, for a time, abstmcting all sight of mercy, He turns the
law loose to have its course. And thus, as in the work of redemption,.
He would have the height of justice appear; so would He have it
appear in the application of our redemption that justice should not
be swallowed up of mercy. But even as that woman, who having
nothing to pay was threatened by her creditors to take away her
two sons, to put them in prison (2 Kings iv. 1), so though we have
nothing to pay, the law is let loose upon us, to threaten imprisonment and damnation, to affright· and terrify us; and all for the
magnifying of God's justice; which also we satisfy not by what we
suffer yet it is meet we should acknowledge and learn thereby more
highly to value the suffering of our Saviour. But, farther, God
hath set forth many terrible threatenings in His Word acrainst sinners;
shall all these be to no purpose 1 The wicked, they ~re insensible
of them; must they therefore be in vain 1 Some people there must
be in whom they shall work. "Shall a lion roar," saith the
Prophet, "and we not be afraid 1" (Amos. iii. 8.) Since then those
who should, will not, some there be who must tremble, and those
even of God's own dear children. This the Prophet excellently sets
forth (Isaiah lxvi. 2), where the Lord showeth whom He will regard:
'" But to this man will I look, even to him that is of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at My word." So that you see, even some of
His own must tremble, and be thus humbled of necessity; and that
it is not without a just cause that God doth deal with His children
after this manner, though it be sharp in the experience. IVe must fear,
tremble, and be humbled, and then we shall receive a spirit not to
fear again. That vain courage, which some brag they haYe, so as not
to fear death, is not it which is meant here; for, alas! such braggers,
out of ignorance of the thing, and desire to be out of misery in this
life, may embrace death willingly, hoping it may put an end to their
sorrows. But this spirit not to fear again, is such a spirit that assures
me of the forgiveness of all my sins, showing me my freedom, by
. Christ Jesus, from hell and eternal damnation, making me live a holy
life, and from hence not to fear, and so sealing me up unto the day of
redemption, as you shall hear more "hen we come to speak of the
witness of the Spirit. This now is for the glory of God's justice.
2. It is requisite that the Comforter should first work in men a
fear for the glory of God's mercy; which would never be so sweet,
relish so well, nor be so highly esteemed by us, if the awful terror of
justice had not formerly made us smart. And we may see in that
parable, whereunto our Saviour likeneth the kingdom of heaven, of
the man that owed ten thousand talents unto the king; his master
shows him mercy, and forgives him all; but what did he first 1 Why
first he requires the whole debt of him, and because he has nothing
to pay, he commands him, his wife, and children, and all that he
had to be sold, that payment might be made. First he would have
him pinched thoroughly, that he might know how much he was
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indebted, and in that case, how great that favour was which he
received, in having all that he owed forgiven him. Thus, a king many
times casts men into prison, suffers the sentence cif condemnation to
pass on them, and perhaps orders them to be brought to the place of
execution, before he pardons them, and then mercy is mercy indeed;
and so God deals with us. Many times Re puts Ris children in fear;
shows them how much they owe Him, how unable they are to pay,
casts them into prison, and threatens condemnation in hell for ever,
after which, when mercy comes to the soul, then it appears to be wunderful mercy indeed, even the riches of exceeding mercy. Why do so·
many find no savour in the Gospel 1 Is it because there is no sweetness
or matter of delight in it 1 No, it is because such have had no taste of
the law, and of the spirit of bondage, they have not smarted, nor
found a sense of the bitterness of sin, nor of that just punishment
which is due unto the same. Even as the king will suffer the law to
pass on wme grievous malefactor for high treason, bring him to tile
place of execution, and lay his h~ad on the block, before a pardon be
produced; as we have had experience in the country of a man who,
otherwise, would not cry nor shed a tear for anything, despising
death, and not afraid to meet a host of men. Such a one having
now at an instant a pardon brought from the king, how wonderfully
doth it work upon him, causing softness of heart and tears to flow'
from his eyes when nothing else could; whilst the wonder of this.
mercy, which now appeareth so sweet and seasonable, is beheld and'
admired, he is so struck that he knows not what to say. For this
cause, therefore, God shows us first a spirit of bondage, to prepare··
us to relish mercy, and then He gives the spirit of adoption not to·
fear again; and thus, by this order, the one is magnified and highly
esteemed by the foregoing sense of the other.
If, therefore, this terror and fear be hard and troublesome unto us,
yet, if it be for God's glory. let us endure. If He will give me over
to a wounded, terrified conscience; to fears, tremblings, astonish-·
ments; yea, or to draw me into the fire itself, or any other punishment; so, we Eee He dealt with His Church of old; He brought her'
through the fire and' water before she came into a wealthy place
(Psalm lxvi. 12). Since it is for His glory, I must be contented. But
what do I say 1 He gets nothing by us of all that we do; all is for'
ourselves. Our acknowledgments of Him make Him no stronger,.
wiser, juster, or better than He is; but in glorifying of Him we doglorify ourselves, and so pass from glory to glory, until we come to be
fully transformed into His image. And herein consists our happiness
in acknowledging His wonderful attributes, that, by the reflex and
knowledge of them, we grow up in them as much as may be. God
was as glorious, powerful, wise, just, happy, and good before the world
was made as now; and if the case be put concerning glorifying Him,
the Three Persons of the Trinity were only fit and worthy of so great
honour, not we, as we may read, Prov. viii. 30. There \Visdom shows
how He was with the Father before all time, and that They did
mutually solace Themselves in the contemplations of onc another's
glory. "Then," says Wisdom, "was I by Him as one brought up
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with Him, and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him."
And in John .xvii. 5, there we read the same thing in effect, where
Christ prays, "And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own
self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was." So
that the admiring, beholding, and magnifying of God's glory, as much
as may be, labouring to be like Him is our glory j and thus much of
the glory of God in beginning of this work in us by fear.
(To

ue

continited.)

GOD'S AKVIL.
fm-nace-heat within me quivers,
God's breath upon the flame doth blow,
And all my soul in anguish shivers,
And trembles at the fiery glow;
And yet I whisper, ,. As God will!"
. And, in His hottest fire, hold still.
He comes and lays my heart, all heated,
On the hard anvil, minded so
Into His own fair shape to beat it
With His great hammer, blow on blow;
And yet I whisper, "As God will!"
And, at His heaviest blow3, hold still.
He takes my softenel heart and b£ats it;
The sparks fly off at every blow;
He till'ns it o'er and o'er, and heats it,
And lets it cool and makes it glow;
And yet I whisper, "As God will!"
And, in His mighty hand, hold still
Why should I murmur? for the sorrow
Thus only longer-lived would be:
Its end may come, and will, to-morrow,
When God has done His work in me;
So I say, trusting, "As God will!"
And, trusting to the end, hold still.
He kindles for my profit pm-ely
AfIiiction's glowing, fiery brand,
And all His heaviest blows are surely
Inflicted by a Master hand;
So I say, praying, "As God will!"
And hope in Him, and suffer still.
PAIN'S

".'

,

JULIUS STURM.

TILL the heart is circumcised, we have no spiritual life. This
spiritual circumcision is regeneration, a new spiritual birth, whereby
we begin to live to God.
Thus we are made meet for the service
of God, for communion with Him. and for the inheritance of the
saints in light.
But this life, which brings meetness for glory, is
not our title to it. Christ alone is our justifying righteousness.-

,Rev. J. Be1'1'idge.

The Gospel Magazine.

627

~roftstl1nf ~.ea.con.
'MULTUM: IN PARVO.

.y

THE recently adopted Transubstantiation manifesto of the English
Church Union is working confusion in that body, a large number of the
more representative members having presented to LORD HALIFAX a pro
test againRt the false doctrine set forth. in the docnment. Strange
to say, among the protestors is Dr KING, Bishop of Lincoln. The
deavage continues, and is not likely to be arrested, as LORD HALIFAX,
like the late Mr. GLADSTONE, is a man who, rather than abandon
his personal views, would shatter his following and party to pieces.
Many members of the KC.D. have already left it, and we look for
further important secessions.-The Church Association, on the contrary, is, under God's blessing, making important way in the conntry,
especially in organizing the Protestant vote in view of a General
Election, which it is anticipated will occur in the autumn. A sum
of £20,000 is being subscribed to carry out a Protestant campaign
in the constituencies, more than half of which amount has already
been raised. VV'e wish the movement God-speed, for the return of a
strong phalanx of trusty Protestant Members of Parliament might
have a powerful effect for good on the process of corruption which is
taking place ill the Church of England.-We deeply regret to record
the death of the Rev. HENRY SHARPE, RD., Vicar of Holy Trinity,
Hampstead, after a long and painful illness. Mr. SHARPE spent some
six years of his early ministerial life in Canada. In 1867 he commenced that long connection with Hampstead which has only terminated
with his death. Originally appointed to the temporary iron church in
Hampstead Fields, by his faithful Gospel preaching he gathered a
large congregation, and succeeded in erecting the handsome building
which now serves the parish. He was appointed Vicar in 1872, and
has ministered without break till the present time.
Mr. SHARPE
joined to his staunch Evangelical principles a lively interest in all
forms of Protestant activity, and for many years supported the
Protestant Alliance, of the Council of which he was a member, the
Church Association, and kindred societies. He will be greatly missed·
from the Committee rooms of the Church Missionary Society, the
Church Pastoral Aid Society, the Colonial and Continental Church
Society, and other home and foreign missionary agencies, where his
wise councils were greatly valued. A son of the late Vicar of Holy
Trinity, the Rev. E. N. Sharpe, is Vicar of the neighbouring parish
of Emmanuel, West Hampstead.-" An Old Clergyman," addressing
one of onr contemporaries on the unfaithfulness of the present
Episcopate says :-" How long is the country to be deluded by
Bishops and Archbishops 1 What have they done to put down lawlessness 1 Dr. TEMPLE pleads that, if we give them a little more time,
without legislation, things will all come right.
Legislation would
,render it mory difficult to carry out their purpose, which purpose IDay be judged by the fact that, in spite of protests,
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they are continually promoting law-breakers. But the Archbishop
pleads that these men are very conscientious, and ought therefore to'
be dealt with most tenderly, Perhaps in a little time some of them
may be induced to change their plans, and conscientiously act against
their conscience till the present storm be passed, and the country be
tired of agitation; they then may again show their true colours, and the
greater the number of these' conscientious men' the Bishops can promote, tht> greater the difficulty of dealing with them. But if they are
conscientious, so much more reason why they should be dealt with
firmly, We do not wish them to act against their conscience, but to
go where they could honestly obey their conscience. In the Church
we want men who can honestly and conscientiously obey the law.
·What is even more needful than fresh laws against law-breakers
amongst the clergy is sOllle stringent law against law-breaking
Bishops, against Bishops who promote law-breakers and neglect their
duty in dealing with such. To allow the Bishops a free hand as
at present is fatal to all purity of doctrine and practice in the
Church."-The A.bbe BOURRIER states that 130 priests have
come out from the Roman Catholic Church in France during
the past two years. And of the thirty-six millions of professing
Roman Catholics in that country not six millions are genuine.Our Protestant contemporary, the English Churchman, dealing wi~h the
question of the Protestant vote, referred to above, gives the following
timely advice. It says :-" That an appool to the country is now
within measurable distance is a fact which has a direct bearil:.lg on
Protestant interests and Protestant action. In this connection it is
gratifying to chronicle the deYelopments of the Prot-estant electoral
work carried on by the Council of the Church Association.
Fresh
impulse has certainly been gi-yeU to the Parliamentary enterprize of
the Association by various lachrymose remarks upon its probably su«:cessful results which have appeared in the editorial columns of the
Churd~ Times, the- Guardian, the Pilot, the Church Review, and other
organs of Sacerdotal opinion. Something little short of a panic hag;
indeed inspired the Ritualistic Press whenever the electoral enrolment
of Protestants has been the topic commented upon. The recent
deputation of Protestant representatives received by the leading
Whips of both the great political parties in the State, and the
abandonment of a Cabinet Minister of his candidature for re-election,
in consequence of the refusal of his Protestant constituents to afford
him their support, together with the steady consolidation of the
Protestant vote in all parts of the country, give definite shape and
character to a movement which, in many respects, is unparalleled in
the modern history of our national Protestantism. The important
impetus now accorded the undertaking by the peers whose names are
appended to an appeal for necessary funds, marks a further advance
_in the effort to secure the return of trusty Protestant and Evangelieal
representatives at the fortheoming General Election. The EARL of
PORTSMOUTH, LORD WIMBORNE, LORD GRUlTHORPE, LORD KINNAIRD,
CAPTAIN COBHAM, and Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR reasonably ask -that thesum of £20,000 should be contributed to enable the Church Associa-
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iion and the Liverpool Layman's League to carry on the Protestant
Parliamentary Campaign with increased vigour. As an earnest of the
'Confidence which the scheme commands, LORD 'VnmoRKE has himself
'Subscribed the sum of £1,000 to the funds. A prompt and adequate
response to this appeal, now that their exists the possibility of a dis'Solution of Parliament in the autumn. would go far to walTant the
-organizers of the Protestant vote in all the constituencies to complete
their electoral machinery on a thoroughly effective scale, and to ensure
the realization of an object second to 110ne in the interests of the
National faith, of our civil and religious liberties, and of the maintenance of the British Empire at home and abroad." We are glad to
add that since these valuable observations appeared in our contemporary,
the Church Association has received two more donations of £1,000
-each.-The Roman Catholic Tablet announces that the Rev. ARCHIBALD
-CHARLES HEURTLEY, formerly curate of St. Peter's, London Docks, and
late in charge of St. Mark's, Jarrow j the Rev. G. T. GORMAN,
Curate of St. Clement's, City Road, London j and Mr. M. G. DUNLOP,
Chairman of the Bishopsgate Branch :of the English Church Union,
have been received into the Church of Rome by the Rev. OLIVER
VASSALL, C.S.S.R.. at Bishops Stortford. The Rev. A. C. HEURTIJEY, is it
grandson of the late Dr. HEURTLEY, for many years Margaret ProfessOl'
of Divinity at Oxford.
"THE REAL' PRESENCE."
By THE REV. J. DUNNE, VICAR OF LEAKE, BOSTo~.
" For where two 01' three are gathered together in My name, there am
I in the midst (If them."-MATTHEW xviii. 20.
SOME pastors of the Reformed Church of England assert that the
Lord's Table is a material" Altar" on which the one great Sacrifice of
the Cross is constantly" continued." But, perhaps, we shall consider
that the climax: of iniquity is reached Iyhen it is averred that the
~'Priest at the Altar is virtually Christ Himself"! The attempt is
now being made all over our country to re·c~tablish what God in His
mercy disestablished at the Reformation-the Mass.
These clerical
magieians are engaged in performing a miracle which far exceeds any
miracle our blessed Lord wrought, for none of His mighty wonders contradicted the great gifts of God to man of sight, taste, touch, and smell.
'l'his is a necessary consequence, if any idea, degree, or form of a
corporal presence of Christ is held to be in the elements of the Lord's
Supper. Sooner than accept that" blasphemous fable," that anti-scrip
tural doctrine, and so dishonour their risen Lord and Redeemer, the great
Reformers yielded up their bodies to the flames. CRANMER, RIDLEY,
.and LATIMER, although "dead, yet speak" in their writings in COllfirmation of that fact. May the blessed Spirit reveal to us the mind
-of God as it is made known in the" Scriptures of truth" (Daniel x. 21).
1st. Let us examine carefully the teaching of the Ritualists concerning
the Lord's Supper. 2nd. Inquire what is the teaching of the
Holy Ghost, in God's Word, concerning that holy feast.
1st. The teaching of the Ritualists is, virtually, the doctrine
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held by the Roman Apostasy. Such an interpretation attempted to
be given to the words of the Lord Jesus on the occasion of the institution of the Lord's Supper, that the body of Christ is eaten by the
mouth, never would have been put upon the words had it not been
for the force of two causes inherent in our corrupt nature. First, the,
tendency that there is in mankind to magnify the importance of
external rites, and to materialize that which is spiritual. And next,
the tendency we all have, and from which, of course, ecclesiastics are·
not exempt, to give a ready acceptance to, and to promote in others"
opinions which tend to our own advantage and power. '\.'he first of
these causes led to the use of exaggerated language respecting the
visible signs in the Sacramer..t, and the second induced the clergy
especially to adopt such language. By degrees the corporal presence
At length, in 1215, the
of Christ in the Sacrament was received.
midnight of the dark ages, the fourth Council of the Lateran passed
a decree establishing Transubstantiation as an Article of the Faith;
and, finally, the edifice of superstition issued in the command of
successive Popes that the consecrated wafer should be adored, all of
which was confirmed by the Council of Trent, and thus bound upon
the Church of Rome for ever. The Gospel light that shone upon our
,land at the time of the Reformation dissipated this' delusion, and
"the Mass was turned out of our Prayer Book."
But human nature is the same from age to age. History repeats
itself, and the same causes are now at work in bringing about the
re-introduction of the Mass into the Protestant Church of this
country; and thus, under the pretence of an improved ritual, we haYe,
in fact, nothing short of " Doctrinal Popery "-exalting the Sacraments
into a sacrifice, and the clergy into a sacrificing Priesthood. 'fhe teaching
of the Ritualists is that by the act of consecration duly performedthat is, when there is the Apostolic succession and a consecration in our
Lord's words-the body and blood of Christ are so united to the
Sacramental elements, that thenceforth, wherever these are, there also
are the body and blood of Christ j and that, therefore, when the
consecrated elements lie upon the Lord's Table, the body and blood of
Christ, which were once sacrificed for us, lie there too, veiled under the
visible symbols, insomuch that they hesitate not to assert that Christ
is to be adored as present in them. This is what they aver in one of
their publications: "At the words, 'This is My body, this is my
blood,' you must believe that the bread and wine become the real
body and blood, with the soul and Godhead of Jesus Christ; bow_
down your heart and body in deepest adoration when the Priest says.
theBe \\'oIdB, and wOIBhip your- Sa'Viour, then 'Verily and indeed present
,on the Altar." In another work these Romish Mass men in the
English Protestant Church further state :-" Our Lord is adored as
well as received in the blessed· Sacrament, and so, as a necessary
consequence, we desire to surround His presence with all the dignity
that elaborate ceremonial can _bestow; believing Him to be present
there as He was in the streets of Jerusalem." If this is not. the doctrine
of the Romish Apostasy-transubstantiation-beyond all doubt, one is.
at a loss to know what it is !
-
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}Ve have no reason to "tJelieve that the recently manufactured term,
which means the same thing, was invented before the nineteent,h
century--the Real Objective Presence of the body and bloort. of Christ
at the Lord's Supper. Let us hear the testimony of two of its most
distinguished .advocates, set forth in their own .words. Dr. Pusl!)Y
explains the doctrine thus :-' The Church of England taught not a;n
undefined, but a real objective presence of Christ's blessed body and
blood. She believes th;tt the Eucll'lrist is not a sign of an absent
body, and that those who partake of it receive not merely the figure,
or shadow, or sign of Christ's body, but the reality itself; and as
Christ's divine and human natures are inseparably united, so she
believes that we receive in the Eucharist, not only the iiesh and
blood of Christ, but Christ Himself both God and man." I will now
add what Dr. LITTLEDALE, one of the most distinguished followers of
D~'. PUSEY, said on this subject :-" '1he Christian Church teaches,
and has always taught, that in the Holy Communion, after consecration, the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ are verily present
on the Altar, under the forms of bread and wine. The Church alsoteaches that this presence depends on God's will, not on mu,n's belief j.
and, therefore, that bad and good people receive the very same thing.
Further, that as Christ is both God and Man, and as these two'
natures are for ever joined in His own Person, His Godhead must
be wherever His body is: and therefore He is to be worshipped in His
Sacrament.
The body and blood present are that same body and
blood which were conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of Vil'gin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and ascended into heaven."
Such is the accepted teaching of the members of a wicked" Priestcraft," within the Protestant fold of the Church of England.
Surely
we see in this teaching the Popish doctrine of Transubstantiation" of
the real objective presence of Christ's flesh and blood in the Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper.
These Ecclesiastical tricksters are more and
more clearly revealing the traitorous game in which they are so·
deeply engaged. Feature after feature is becoming more visible, .<tnd
the full face will only too plainly reveal the image of "the great
whore;" described by the inspired St. John as "drunken with the
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus"
.(Rev. xvii. 5, 6; xix. 2). It is of the utmost importance that we
rightly nnderstand the teaching of these Romanists, in the very bosom
of our Reformed Church.
Well was it observed to me the other day by a gentleman, a unit of
,t powerful body in England, and one quite ready for action, "Unless
you turn these Ritualists out of the Church of England, we will turn
you all out." Yes, England,thank God, yet Protestant England,
will not allow the work accomplished at the Reformation to be, J,lndone; or our glorious Protestant constitution of civil and religious
liberty overturned. Every man, every woman, yea, every child
must take up the motto of good BISHOP HALL, and act upOn it
with undying energy :-" No peace with Rome"!
It must be
plain to all, those whose eyes are not blinded with the
.fog of Ritualism, that except there commences without delay,
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a thorough reformation from which the ChUl'ch of England, a budy
both willing and able are standing at her gates· ready for the task;
and they will accomplish the work in their own way. Let, as of old
in the history of our country,· one great shout be heard through the
land. The Protestant religion and the liberties of England must be
.maintained !
In a publication issued some time since by the Ritualists,
they dcclared-" Our endeavour is to re-catholicise England. We
We are endeavouring to recall into active life' the Sacerdotal and
Sacramental systems; we are endeavouring to renew the face of the
Church of England, and we are succeeding in our endeavours." If
the "Conspirators," within our Protestant camp, have not made
themselves thoroughly under1>tood in the passage I have quoted, perhaps in the following utterances no doubt will remain concerning
their teaching :-" The work going on in England is an earnest and
carefully organized attempt on the part of a rapidly-increasing body of
Priests to bring our Church and country up to the full standard of the
Catholic doctrine and practice, and eventually to plead for her union
:with the See of St. Peter. We give the people the real doctrine
of the Mass. The name will come by-and-by.
So with regard to the
worship of tr.e Virgin; we are one with the Roman Catholic faith,
.and have a common foe to fight! " In another Ritualistic publication
'we read-" Christ incarnates Himself in the hands of the Priest; that
·is, at the moment of consecration Christ unites Himself, body, soul,
and Divinity in an ineffable manner with the elements of bread and
wine. There is nothing unreasonable in supposing that the God·man
would suffer Himself to be borne in the hands of His Priests, whom
He hits specially sanctified and called to a virgin life for that very
,purpose! "
I will close this long calendar of lies with two brief quotations which
IWill enable you to record an honest verdict on the identity of the
teaching of the Ritualists, with "'1'he Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth "----,-Rome (Rev. xvii. 5). In the Divine Liturgy
ani Daily Sacrifice a manual edited by the Rev. O. SHIPLEY, we have
,the frequent recurrence of such expressions as this in the form of
prayers, by the Priest, "Thou that hast freely given unto Me, Thy
,humble and unworthy servant, boldness to stand before Thy Altar, and
.to offer unto thee this tremendous and unbloody sacrifice for i\"t y sins
and for the sins of Thy people, look upon me," &c. The Catechism of
:·thp, Council of Tl'ent, part ii., xxxi., states :-" Pastors should explain
;.that not only the true body of Christ, and whatever belongs to the
true meaning of the body, as bones and nerves, but. also the whole
Christ, is contained in this Sacrament." Snch is the teaching of the
Ritualists j and an increasingly large majority of the so-called "High
Churchmen, ' and such also is the declared doctrine of Rome.
We must now turn away from this picture-which may be, in all
truth, called the "Masterpiece of Satan,"-and in the second place
inquire, What is the teaching of God's ViTord concerning the Lord's
Supped 'We can never be too thankful for the distinctness with
which our Church has guarded her members against the enticing words
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and vain deceits, by which this Sacrament has been perverted from
its true use into an occasion of superstition, yea, of gross idolatry.
Very briefly, but most comprehensively, does she sum up iu her
Twenty-eighth Article thc reasons why she has rejected the doctrine
-of Transubstantiation.
"Transubstantiation (or the change of the
substance of the bread and wine) in the Supper of the Lord, cannot
be proved by Holy Writ, but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion
to many superstitions!" Decidedly, then, does the Church of England repudiate the doctrine of the "Real Objective Presence" of
Christ in the Sacramental elements. At the end of the Communion
Service she further declares, "The Sacramental Bread and Wine
~'emain still in their very natural substancefl, and therefore may not
be adored (for that were idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful
Christians); and the natural body and blood of our Saviour Christ
are in heaven, and not here; it being against the truth of Christ's
natural body to be at one time in more places than one." Plainly
does she point out to us where the real presence of Christ in the
reception of the Lord's Supper is to be found. It is not to be
found on the Communion 'fable. It is not to be found on the plate
or in the cup, in the bread and wine. It is to be found in the heart
of the true believer.
Bnt why should a literal interpretation of our Lord's words be
insisted on, when it is not only in contradiction to the senses
God has given us, but as to every other text similarly expressed,
all parties are agreed to interpret them figuratively ~ In the
language of Scripture, the form of expression, when it is intended
to describe what a thing is like, is exactly the same as when it
is intended to describe what the thing really is.
The usage of
the inspired penmen, in Holy Writ, is the only reasonll.ble mode
of ascertaining what they mean. Disregard this guide, and all is
confusion and chaos. When Joseph says of himself, "I am Joseph
your brother," and when Jacob says of him, "Joseph is a fruitful
bough," the form of the propositions is the same, but it is plain
that one of· them is to be understood literally and the other
figurativel.y. Again, "The three branches are three days," "The
seven good kine are seven years," "These bones [the dry bones
in Ezekiel's vision] are the whole house of Israel," "This Hagar
is Mount Sinai in Arabia," "That Rock was Christ." Further,
we find our Lord Himself constantly adopting the same way of
speaking. Instead of saying I am like a door, I resemble a vine
and ye the branches of it, He says, "I am the door," "I am
the vine, and ye are branches." The same principle of interpretation must necessarily be applied to our Lord's words when he
~nstituted the Lord's Supper. This bread is like My body, is an
emblem of My body; this wine is a sign or figure of My blood.
It is agreed on all hands that every other text of a similar kind
is to be understood in this way. Why, then, should this text be
the only exception 1 The reception of bread and wine cannot atone
for the non-reception of Him whom they symbolize. Saving grace
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is found only in the living Saviour. HOOKER well declares that
"The real presence is not to be sought for in the Sacrament,
but only in the very heart and soul of him which receiveth
Christ." Have we a right to come to the Lord's Supper until
we are one with Christ, by the power of the Holy Spil'it and by
faith 1 We come to Christ for life, and to the Holy Communion
with life. We come to Christ for salvation, and we' come to the
Lord's Supper in acknowledgment of salvation already received.
We come to Christ for forgiveness, and we come to the Holy
Communion with forgiveness. The God of all grace works in the'
hearts of His believing people, in this and all His other ordinances,
richly, to their souls' good. This is the doctrine of the real
spiritual presence of Christ, by faith, in the regenerated hearts
of all His dear people. This is the teaching of our blessed
LaId ':in our text: "For where two or three are gathered together
unto My name "-the "My" is emphatic-le there am I in the
midst of them." As His name would prove a spell to draw together
many clusters of His dear people, so if there should be but two
or three, that will attract Himself down into the midst of them.
And related as He is to both the parties, the petitioners and the
petitioned-to the one on earth by the tie of His assumed flesh,
and to the other in heaven by the tie of His eternal Spirittheir prayers on' earth would thrill upwards through Him to'
heaven, be carried by Him into the holiest of all, and so reach
the Throne. Thus will He be the living conductor of the prayers
upwards and the answer downwards. This is the Protestant, the
spiritual interpretation of the doctrine of the Divine Presence.
The carnal contact-eating the elements with the mouth-- brings
us not to Christ, is within ,the power of nature, the spiritual
faith which really apprehends Him is only of the operation of
grace.
I cannot do better than close these remarks with a quotation
from a charge by the late beloved BISHOP WaLDEGRAVE : - " Let
the·hread and wine be received intelligently, prayerfully,believingly,
as respects those who assemble at the 'Lord's Board'; then, not
in virtue of the uttered words of the consecrating celebrant, but
by force of the unseen faith of the recipient guest, not 'object'ively' but' subjectively' does. the believing communicant spiritually
eat the flesh of Christ and drink His blood, then doth Christ
spiritually dwell in His true disciple, and His true disciple in
Him. In this case the scrutiny wiII be this: 'Am I, by a living'
faith in Jesus, the Sop of God, proving that His Gospel has
come unto me 'not in word only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance'" 1 'It is the Spirit that
quickeneth: the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that I spea,k unto
you, they are spirit and they are life' (John vi. 63)."
'fHE more we joy in the Lord, the more we shall grieve in consequence of sin.-Rev. W. Howels.
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THE MULLER ORPHANAGES, BRISTOL.
AN~17AL REPORT.
THE sixty-first annual report of this a.dmirable institution, founded ·by
the late GEORGE MULLER, and now conducted by Mr. JAMES WRIGH'!'
and Mr. BERGIN, has just been issued. The following extracts from
the" Narrative of Facts," written by :Mr. WRIGH'!', will be read with
interest :"Through another twelve months the 'Father of the fatherless,'
the' Hearer of Prayer,' has c.ondescended, in His dealings with this
Institution, to illustrate in remarkable ways these His unchangeable
titles. In one respect, this display of His revealed character has surpassed that of all the former sixty-six years of its career. I refer to
the receipt, on March 24th, of a legacy of eighteen thousand pounds
(that is, £20,000 less legacy duty) to the Orphan Fund. This sum
exceeded by about £7,000 the largest amount ever before received
in a single payment. It is not, however, the mere largeness of this
item that is to be noticed. The timeliness of it is especially instructive. When, some fourteen years ago, the testator was moved by God
to insert this bequest in his will, what was then hidden from human
ken was 'naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we
have to do,' namely, that the year 1900, when this bequest would become payable, would, 011 account of a most costly war in South Africa,
and an unprecedented famine in India, be a year of more than
.ordinary strain to charitable enterprises dependent, instrumentally,
upon free-will offerings. Our Father in heaven foresaw the need of
the hundreds of fatherless and motherless ones who, in the year 1900,
would, in dependence solely upon His power and mercy, be gathered
under the sheltering roofs of the _-\~hley Down Orphan Houses, or rather,
under His own sheltering wing, and He took care that even in
the time of famine they should be satisfied. Besides this £18,000,
there was received for the support of the orphans during the present
financial year, £19,945 Os. 10id.; and for the school, Bible, missionary,
and tract fund, £6,040 17s. 2d.; so that between May 27th,
- 1899, and May 26th, 1900, inclusive, there was received, in answer
to believing prayer, without a single application to any human being
for pecuniary help, a total sum of £38,673 2s. 3td.
"The number of Bibles, New Testaments, and portions of the
Holy Scriptures circulated from May 26th, 1899, to May 26th,
1900, is as follows :-2,967 Bibles were sold, 859 Bibles were given
away, 8,848. New 'I'estaments were sold, chiefly at half price; 3,157
New Testaments were given away, and 51 copies of the Psalms were
sold; 998 small portions of the Holy Scriptures 'were sold, and
2,400 ditto were given away. There have been circulated since
March, 1834, through the medium of this Institution, 293,154Bibles, 1;481,646 New Testaments, 21,635 'copies of the Book of
Psalms.; and 227,035 other portions of the Word of God, in
several languages.
"The amount of the funds of the Institution spent during the
past year on the circulation of the Holy Scriptures is £549 7s, 6~d.
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The total amount spent upon this object since March, 1834, is
£42,177 19s: 7d.
"A third object of the Institution is to aid missionary efforts.
Between May 26th, 1899, and May ~6th, 1900, we have been enabled
to expend £3,739 lIs. lId. on missionary operations, and from the
commencement of the Institution, £268,993 14s. has been expended 011
this object. During the past year 191 labourers in the Word and
doctrine in various parts of the world were assisted. Three mission
schools in Italy were entirely supported. A sum of £23 7s. was
forwarded in aid of mission schools in Spain, and £ 13 14s. 9d. in
aid of mission schools in British Guiana. £25 was apportioned towards
the support of the family of a deceased missionary, £ 1 was forwarded
to a missionary in India, especially named by the donor, and
£35 6s. 4d. was expended in aiding village missions.
"The fourth object of the Institution is, the circulation of such publications as may be calculated, with the blessing of God, to benefit both
believers and unbelievers. There \V<LS expended for the circulation of
tracts, from May 26th, 1899, to May 26th, 1900, the sum of
£92~ 5s. 4!d., and there have been circulated within the same period,
1,756,621 tracts and books in English, German, French, Spanish,
Italian, Welsh, and Dutch. 'rhe snm total expended on this object,
since November 19th, 1840, amounts to £49,185 19s. 7d. 1,571,500
tracts and books, circulated during the year, were distributed
gratuitously."
In detailing the work of the Orphanage, the report concludes :-" At
the beginning of the last financial year of the Institution, on May 26th,
1899, we had 1,560 orphans in the five houses. During the year we
received 169, so that on May 26th, 1900, we should have had 1.729
had there been no changes. But of these 1,729 fourteen died, considerably less than one per cent. of the number under our care. This
is especially to be noted as showing how. abundantly the Lord blesses
our care of the orphans physically. One hundred and one girls were
provided with an outfit and placea in Christian families, the situations
being selected by the Institution. Seventeen girls were provided with
an outfit to enable them to take situations obtained by their relatives,
as they desired to have them either with themselves or so near that
they might have oversight of them after leaving the Orphanage.
Three elder girls, whose consistent Christian character and mental
qualifications had warranted us in selecting them for the work of pupil
teachers, who had for a considerable period, in the Orphan Houses,
proved their aptitude for such work, and who wished to complete their
training foe the profession of teaching, were sent to our day school at
Purton, Glos., for that purpose. '}'wo of the male orphans who had
satisfactorily accomplished their five years of tfaining as pupil teachers
in the Orphan House No. 4, were appointed to the post of assistant
masters in that house. Fifty-five boys were provided with an outfit
and apprenticed to Christian masters, to be taught a trade or handicraft, in most cases a premium being paid. Three boys were provided
with an outfit and entrusted to the care of relatives or guardians who
desired themselves to arrange for the orphans' future. Eleven girls
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and one boy were sent back to their relatives on account of their
requiring hospital treatment, or as being physically or mentally unsuitable for this institution. Twenty girls and one boy were removed
before the expiration of their full time in the Orphanage by relatives,
whose altered circumstances now enabled them to provide for the children,
and they desired to fulfil their. responsibility: and, lastly, four girls
were, after long patience and forbearance on account of their evil
influence upon their companions, dismissed in disgrace. There are, therefore, 232 to be deducted from 1.1,729, so that on May 26th, 1900, the
number of orphans under our care was 1,497. From April, 1836,
to May 26th, 1900, 10,341 orphans have been cared for in this
Institution.
"As we have now a number of vacancies for girls and some for
boys in these Orphan Houses, erected to re~eive 2,050 boys and
girls who have lost both pArents by death, we earnestly request
Christian friends kindly to assist in filling up these vacancies by
seeking out suitable cases for admission into this Institution, by
letting the relatives or friends of orphan girls or boys know that,
they can be received at the Ashley Down Orphan Houses, and by
advising them to write to me for their admission. We receive girls.
from earliest infancy up to 14 years of age, and boys from earliest
infancy up to eight years of age. Applications for the admission
of orphans should be made iu writing, addressing the letter to me,
at the New Orphan House, ~o. 3, Ashley Down, Bristol. As regards
the funds, the income for the orphans has been kept distinct
from that for the other objects. Donors may' therefore contribute
to oue or other of the objects exclusively, or have their donations
equally divided among them all, just as it may appear best to themselves. If any donors wish to leave the application of their donations
to my discretion, as the "'ork of God in my hands may more
especially call for help at the time, they are requested kindly to
say so when sending their donations. Without anyone having been
personally applied to for anything, £1,050,440 3s. 9id. has been
given for the orphans, as the result of prayer to God, since the
commencement of the work, which sum includes the amount received
for the Building Fund for the five houses. It may also be interesting to the reader to know that the total amount given for the
other objects, since the commencement of the work, amounts to£402,107 4s. 4d.; that that which has come in by the sale of
Bibles since the commencement amounts to £22,755 13s. 9d.; hy
the sale of tracts and books, £27,012 3s. lId.; and by the paJment of the children in the day schools, from the commencement,
£24,862 3s. 3Ad. Besides this, a great variety of articles of
clothing, furniture, etc., has also been given for the use of the
orphans. The average expense of one orphan during the past yew
was £15 7s. 6d. 'l'his includes every expense without exception."

;..'

[We may add that contributions for this truly Christ-like work
should be addressed to Mr. JAl\1ES WRIGH'l', Nc. 3, Orphanage House,
-.
Ashley Down, Bristol.-ED.l
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C.M.S. MISSION TO THE CENTRAL SOUDAN.
STORY OF MISSIONARY PERILS.
REUTER'S representative has had an interview with the Rev. '1. A. E.
RICHARDSON, a member of BISHOP TUGWELL'S expedition to Kano, who
was ejected from that city by the king, and who has just arrived in
England. Despite this rebuff, the mission cannot be described as a
failure, seeing that, as it result of it, BISHOP TUGWELL and nine members
'Of his party have built a dispensary and station at Gierko, a point
four hundred miles in the interior, where they are now working
pending a more favourable opportunity again to visit Kano. The
progress of the English travellers into the far interior caused considerable excitement, and along the whole route traversed by them
horsemen were met with travelling with all speed to the headquarters
'Of KONTAGORA, whi> styles himself "King of the Soudan," with news
'Of the white men's 'movements. Speaking of this portion of the
journey, Mr. RICHARDSON said :-" When we reached Ugu, eleven
days' march from Jebba, we found the place full of Woshishi warriorsslave raiders who had fled from the last-named place on the approach
()f the British. The chief of Ugu was very angry with us, refused
to put us up for the night, turned us out of his town, and finally
had us conducted to a rocky, waterless desert. KING KONTAGORA
had sent instructions to Ugu that we were not to be actually
molested, as he was not then ready to attack the British. Afterwards,
however, we learned that he had despatched a message to GENERAL
LUGARD that, as his people had got in the harvest, they were quite
prepared for the British. On arri,ing at Zaria, we were informed
that CAPTAI:s" WILLIAMS, with twenty of the West African frontier
force, had had an encounter with these people. CAPTAIN ",VILLIAMS, it
seems, who was in command at ",Voshishi, had gone with twenty men
armed with rifles, but without any machine gun, to demand from a
lIleighbouring chief the surrender of a man who had stolen a girl.
Finding the city gates closed, he sent an ultimatum that, unless the
'culprit and the girl were given up within half an hour, he would burn
the place.- To his surprise, the gates were opened, and a force of three
hundred horsemen charged down upon the British force. This, it was
subsequently learned, was a force of KONTAGORA'S cavalry which had
been sent out against the British. CAPTAIN ",VILLIAMS at once ordered
his force to form square, and this handful of men gallantly withstood
no less than twenty charges of the horsemen, who were finally beaten
'Off, being unable to eIldure the British fire. Then CAPTAIN WILLIAMS
burnt the place to the ground."
The chief oPPOllents to civilization in this part of the world are, Mr.
RICHARDSON says, the EMIR of SOKOTO, the KING of KANO, and KING
KONTAGORA; All of these are more or less openly hostile, but probably,
jf SOKOTO were dealt with, the others would become more friendly
The yearly payment in the form of gifts which was made to the EMIR
()f SOKOTO by the Niger Company has not been continued, by the
Imperial Government" and quite recently the EMIR flatly refused t'O
allow the erection of a British telegraph line.
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Describing Kano itself, Mr. RICHARDsoN said-" As in all other
Hausa towns, there was nothing to be seen from without save the bare
exterior of a great wall forty feet high. Round the wall is a moat eight
feet deep. The porter at the gate did all he could to prevent our entrance,
but· we succeeded in reaching a shady place just inside, where we
awaited the arrival of horsemen to conduct us into the inhabited
portion of the city. We rode up the steep pathway which led over
the moat to the city gate, aild entered a strong tower which protected
the massive wooden door, well covered with strips of iron. Two huge
beams of wood rested against the wall. These are nightly propped
against the door to prevent entrance into the city, for Kano's gates
haye neither lock nor key. From within the city we were able to
observe that the walls were enormously thick at their base, but thinned
off to the breadth of a foot near the top. From the inside it was
easy to scale the wall, and a narrow pathway ran round some three
feet from the top. Even within the walls not a house was visible.
Nothing was to be seen but field upon field of cultivated land, upon
which the people rely for food in the event of a protracted siege. With
much ceremony we were escorted to our house, which lay two miles
away. 'We passed the celebrated rock, the Dala Rock, supposed to contain gold, of which some fable exists that the day the white man
extracts gold, that day the kingdom of Kano shall perish. The houses
~.re splendidly made, although mud is the only material used there for
building purposes, and timber is exceedingly scarce. But do not
picture to yourself a mass of mud houses, huddled together, filthy and
insanitary. Far from it; the houses line broad thoroughfares. Most
of the Kano streets contain wide, level pathways on each side, with a
vast hollow stretching out between them, from which the mud for
building those houses has been excavated. They are hollows, not steep
pits, and are as often as not cultiva,ted. No important house lacks shady
trees flourishing in the courtyard, and thus the town has the appearance of a big, beautiful garden, the red mud standing out in striking
contrast against the green foliage.
" The market is enormous. There are many markets, as may well
be imagined in a city of some 100,000 inhabitants, but the great
market is one of the wonJers of the world. Almost anything can be
bought there.,--sngar, Is. per lb.; cotton, cloth, leather, needles,
crockery, tinware, dyes, lime, charcoal, meat, slaves, camels, horses,
food of every variety, including tomatoes, wheat (which is grown near
Kano), tamed gazelles and hyenas, wild cats, birds-anything and
everything. The money of the country is still .the cowry shells, of
which the king sent us 400,000 as a present, bu't the Maria Theresadollar is taken, and the great men gladly buy up' any quantity of
gold and silver coins, for the Hausa is an adept at working in silver and
gold. 'fhe city has thirteen gates (which were always closed at sunset),
and is some twelve or fourteen miles in circumference. On the
whole it lies four-square, but some of the walls are a little irregular.
With intelligent defenders it would be a difficult city to capture, for,
after effecting an entrance, the assailants would have to storm each
courtyard, and every house is guarded by an eight feet mud 'Yall.
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"For two miles our procession marched through the city until we
reached a large, cool house. The third man in the kingdom, known
as the Maaje, was deputed to look after us, while his chief steward
guided us in matters of detail.
We were told that we should
see the king on the next day, and were left alone.
On the
following morning we rode out of the city with a mounted escort, six
miles to Faniso, where the king was living in one of his country
houses. A terrific din, caused by the firing of guns, the beating of
innumerable drums, and the blast of penetrating three-noted trumpets,
revealed our proximity to the palace. We then had to wait for three
hours in a mud hut until the king should deign to see us, but at last a
messenger came to take us into the royal presence. The palace, a splendid specimen of mud architecture, was a mass of people, and the courtyards were crammed. While we stood in the judgment-hall, which was
thronged with well-dressed men squatting on the floOt·, suddenly all the
instruments of music burst forth, our umbrellas were snatched from ouI'
hands, and we were hurried into the King's audience chamber, a splendidly built room thirty feet square. At the far end, on a rich red dais,
was seated the King, wearing a black rawni, which covered everything
but his eyes. He is said to be about thirty years of age, and to be
quite white, but he is more probably copper-coloured. Round the
King were seated his courtiers in compact rows, attired in magnificent
costumes of green, red, and other hues. 'Ve were seated on the mud
floor.
During the audience, which lasted ten minutes, the King
scarcely deigned to notice us, and occasionally he made angry gestures.
Despite every explanation, he refuse::! to allow us to remain ill his town
unless we had written permission from the King of the :JIoslems, the
SULTAN of SOKOTO.
Although pressed to do so, the King reflMed to
allow us to remain pending the receipt of this permit, telling us that
we could go and live anywhere, but not in Kano. So ended a very
stormy ten minutes. '1'hree hours after our return to our hut the
Maaje came to us.
He looked very serioLls, and said, 'You are
allowed three days in which to do your business. On the third day
you must go, or take the consequences..'"
The party then rode back to Kano, where they found that, owing
to the rumours current there of their fate, the carriers had become
alarmed, and had fled. The King extended his permission for the mission
to remain seven days, but absolutely refused to again see any of
them. The townspeople, too, spread rumours of the coming fate of
the travellers, and terrorized the few remaining carriers, threatening
that their throats would be cut. Finally, on the morning of the
seventh day, the mission left Kano, after sending a final letter to the
King recounting the objects of the visit. The kings of the various
towns on the return journey were instructed to give the travellerli
goats' milk, &c., but they returned all presents, saying that it was,
more than their heads were worth to accept them. A month aftel'
.the Englishmen had left Kano, news reached them that the Maaje:
had been severely dealt with for showing too great favour to the'
strangers, and that his steward, who had been so useful to the Bishop
and his party, had been taken to the market-place and executed.
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,massing ®bents.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
PRINCE ArJFRED, "Our Sailor Prince," as he was att'ectionately
called, the second son of HElt MAJESTY 'rUE QUEEN, and DUKE of
SAxE-COnURG, has died suddenly, and the QUEEN doubtless feels his
death acutely.
He was an enthusiastic sn,ilor, and by. forcc of
ability alone, unaided by his royal position, he rose to the highest
rank in the navy. At an early age he was offered the Crown of
Greece, but he declined the honour, and on the death of the
PRINCE CONSORT he was declared heir-presumptive to the DUCHY
OF SAxE-COnURG. He succeeded to his inheritance seven years ago,
and he proved himself to be a wise and able ruler. He experienced
a deep sorrow eighteen months ago in the death of his only son.
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN has so closely identified herself with the
life of her people, that it is only na.tural that they should deeply
sympu,thize with her in her family trials, and we feel sure that in
this one their sympathy ,,·ill not be found wanting.
A GLAD surprise was in store for those who have relatives or
friends shut up in Pekin, by the unexpected news that the latter had
successfully repulsed the attacks made upon them, and that they
were still holding out at a recent date, so that the rumours of a general
massacre of them were false. At the time at which we write relief is
steadily advancing towards them; and although their position seems to
be still a very precarious if not a desperate one, there is hope that
that relief may still arrive in time to save the majority of them.
Serious and very conflicting rumours still continne to be circulated
respecting the fate of the missionaries in other parts of China,
stating that several terrible massacres have taken place; but in the
absence of definite information, we may hope that some of them at
least are untrue 01' exaggerated, although there is much reason to
fear that others are true.
THE war in South Africa still continues, "and although large numbers
of the Boers have surrendered, the remainder, who still adhere to the
leadership of the ex-Presidents of the two Republics, are as contumacious and warlike as ever. They have also introduced additional
bitterness into the strife by several discreditable acts; for example, they
continue, in spite of repeated protests, to use explosive bullets; and upon
one occasion when a trainful of our poor wounded and convalescent
soldiers, just dismissed from hospital, was about to start southwards,
they actua.lly sent some bright-looking children to meet the train with
baskets of poisoned j1'1dt / The poor soldiers eagerly bought the fruit,
and the result was that numbers of them were compelled to return
to the hospital, in fearful pain, to linger there for several weeks
longer, hovering between life and death l 1'hey also deliberately
2 z
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arranged two diabolical plots for the assassination of our officers at
Pretoria and Johannesburg, and to kidnap LORD ROBERTS, under cover of
some incendiary fires and a public fete; but providentially both plots
were discovered in time to frustrate them. They seem to have no
sense of honour, or respect for the sacredness of the most solemn
promises; and when they find themselves in jeopardy, they do not
hesitate to take an oath of neutrality, and break it on the first available opportunity! They have treated many of the prisoners who have
fallen into their hands with great brutality, and it is said that they
are still doing so; and when the prisoners whom they had kept in
close and harsh confinement for many months near Pretoria were
being released, and were departing from their prison with ringing
cheers and hearts full of almost inexpressible joy at regaining their
liberty, the wretched Boers deliberately shelled them from some
neighbouring heights, and drove oft the train which was to have taken
them away. Such heartless conduct must stir up much bitten~ess of
feeling, and tend to alienate their friends and others who might otherwise be inclined to sJ'mpathize with them; and it is especially disgraceful in the case of men who-to a considerable extent-make a
profession of being very religious.
EUROPE has again been startled by another terrible deed of the
Anarchists, namely, the assassination of KING HUMBERT of Italy.
KING HUMBERT was a popular and liberal minded monarch, and the
assassin does not seem to have had the slightest personal reason for
his cruel and da~tardly act, but, being a member of a secret society
opposed to all monarchial rule, he appears to have been selected by
his fellows to do the detestable deed, and probably he misguidedly
considered that it was his duty to do it. The assassin was caught
in the act, and he will, no doubt, pay the penalty of his crime;
but that, as it has been said by a weekly contemporary, "is at the
best, poor consolation for the loss of such an estimable and liberalminded monarch as KING HUMBERT. The dark tragedy raises once
again the question whether there ought not to be some international
combination against the forces of Anarchii:!m, which are making
themselves felt in more or less severity in every country in Europe.
The acquittal in Belgium of. SIPIDO, the young vagabond who shot
at the PRINCE of WALES, was justly regarded by the Anarchists as
a distinct triumph for their cause, arid it is to be feared that one
immediate result of the 'clemency' of the Belgian Government is to
be seen in the crime which has plunged the Italian nation into
grief. ,lYe cannot ignore the fact that what is called Anarchism
leads naturally, and necessarily, to this peculiarly abominable description of violence. The moving force of that creed-professed, we
fear, by relatively large numbers of ignorant persons of undeveloped
brain-is hatred of the established order of things, which prevents
their letting themselves loose upon society. To their inflamed
imaginations every ruler of a State is the incarnation of the forces
which restrain them from following those instincts, which have been
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sharpened by the crazy talk of the cafe and the wineshop, and the
bombastic vapourings of the tolerated Meeting. But Anarchism is
clearly something more than a revolt against those forms of government which alone preserve us from original chaos. It is also a
revolt against religion and morals. It would, indeed, be ridiculous
to suppose that a man who can hold this creed can hold any other
side by side with it-it is the negation of everything. When a man
cannot, or will not, perceivc that all authority is based upon Divine •
law, there is no basis to work upon. It needs no argument to
prove that these men-the slaves of shibboleths and catchwordsoften the dupes of others more 'knowing' than themselves, and
swollen with insane vanity, who would cast society bodily into the
melting-pot-are the worst of all possible enemies of the human
race. They are, ~s a matter of fact, almost as unreasoning and
ferocious as wild beasts, and it is certain that a serious responsibility will rest upon those who treat their terrible crimes with
leniency. It is no question of revenge j but the community has
not only the right, but has imposed upon it the duty, of
punishing offences of this kind in such a way that those who
have a mind to commit them may realize that they will obtain
by their act neither that 'glory' which they are so anxious to
obtain, nor the mercy which they denied to their victim.
The
day for treating Anarchists with indulgence has clearly gone by."

GOOD news comes to us from Ashantee-land. The Governor and
his small garrison, who were closely besieged in the capital, Kumasi,
managed to escape to the coast, after a most trying and dangerous
march of nearly three weeks, through swamps and marshes and dense
j nngles, amidst torrential rains and the attacks of crafty and numerous
foes, and hampered with the burden of many wounded The behaviour
of the whole party seems to have been heroic, and their escape was
marvellous. They left a small garrison behind them at Kumasi, which
has since been 'relieved; and the native insurgents having now been
wel! beaten, it is hoped that the whole country WIl! return to its
former peaceful attitude. It is only by superior force that we can
expect to hold such. a country as that of the Ashantees, until they are
brought under the influence of Christianity. Its possession can be of
very little value to us, but if we relinquished it, the whole country,
and probably a large extent of the neighbouring territories, would
speedily be desolated with bloodshed, slavery, and all the fearful evils
which originally existed there.
AN immense gathering of Jews has taken place in London in connection with the annual "Zionist" Congress. Great enthusiasm
prevailed, and delegates were welcomed from all parts of the world.
So far no very definite results have been apparent from these annual
gatherings, but in all probability they are acting as a kind of leaven
amongst the great masses of the Jews, and the outcome will be
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manifested-perhaps suddenly-in some great movement amongst
them of which the world at present has little idea.

I

THE Romanising English Church Union has issued a Declaration
which distinctly avers that its members believe in the Romish
doctrine of transubstantiation. A protest is being issued and signed
by some of the members of that Union against that Declaration;
but as the latter is an authoritative document, and was formally
adopted by the Union at its last annual meeting, and signed by
the President on its behalf, it is nominally at least expressive of
their views as long as they continue to be members of that Union;
and the only way in which they can free themselves from it is to
cease to be members of it. It is perhaps a good thing that the Union
has at last so clearly published its views, so that there may be no
doubt about its teaching and its tendencies

THE latest intelligence from the Missions in the South Sea Islands,
In a report of the Island
describes steady and further progress.
of Santa we read that the power of the heathen in the north-west
portion of the island to oppose the Gospel "is now vcry near
vanishing point," and "heathenism is almost completely overthrown."
But in some other islands the horrors of cannibalism still exist
to a certain extent, and the progress of the Missions is impeded,
first, by the behaviour of the natives who are induced to hire
themsclves out as labourers in Queensland and New Caledonia, and
return degraded by excessive grog-drinking to teach their fellows
"worse evils than they knew in heathenism "-alas! that it should
be so! and secondly, by the extremely unsatisfactory proceedings
of the French New Hebrides Company, which bargains with the
natives for strips of land alo~g their coast-lines, and then, bringing
colonists to settle there, affirms that the concessions which the'
Company has secured run. far back from the shore right up on to
the interior highlands where the native villages are situated.
When the natives repudiate this, the French colonists burn their
villages, break down their fences, destroy their plantations, and
drive them from their lands with revolvers and rifles. One of the
missionaries writes very strongly about this matter, giving many
proofs of the truth of his assertions; and he says that he appeals to
thc justice-loving people of the British Empire to take it up, because
it is a grievous wrong; and he· wants them to demand that a
thorough inquiry be made into it by a specially appointed commission, or some other tribunal.

GREAT anxiety continues to be felt in India respecting the famine.
'1'h0 rains which have fallen have in most parts been partial and
insufficient, and the crops which have bcenso,,-n are in imminent
danger of being destroyed. Great suffering still prevails, and the
nu;:uber of deaths by cholera is very large. Help is still greatly
needed.
D. A. D.

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

645

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

\

..

'

By THE SECRE'l'ARY OF THE SOCIETY.
'l'HE munificent offer of Mr. B. DEKSHAM, at the last Annual Meeting,
to present a donation of £1,050 to the Society, on condition that 500
of the existing subscribers of one guinea per annum increased their
subscriptions to two guineas, is one which the Committee are most
anxious to avail themselves of. Mr. DENSHAM has kindly sent his first
cheque for £105, fifty subscribers having favourably responded. The
second list of 50 is nearly completed. It is hoped that during
the winter the remaining 400 additional subscriptions will be
obtained.
.
The Annual Reunion Meeting of the inmates of the London Homes
recently took place at the Homsey Rise Asylum. The day proved fine,
and a season of quiet enjoyment was spent by the aged ones, who,
seated in the grounds or visiting the rooms, cheered one another ill the
things of God by recounting the faithful acts and lovingkindnesses of
the Lord to them throughout the days of their pilgrimage. Tea was
provided in the Hall, and in the evening Mr. SAMUEL SHARP, presided
over a Meeting, at which addresses were given by the Rev. W.
SINTIEN, and Messrs. HAYLES, MARTIN, BUMSTEAD, ABBOTT, BOULDEN,
and the Secretary.
The Ilew Quarterly Records and Annual Reports have been issued,
and copies will be forwarded to any friends desiring to possess them.
Both are well illustrated.
WHO LOVED ME.
"I the chief of sinners am,
'But Jesus died for me."
THE pardoned sinner sees the pardon of sirr cost a precious Christ
very uear, even His own heart's life blood. Oh, His love, many could
say, is wonderful, I eannot comprehend it; J see love in His purpose,
love in His leaving His home above; love in His assuming our nature;
love in His Covenant, and in His promises; love in His dying groans
and bleeding wounds; love in His face and countenance, and in His
kind invitations and embraces. Oh, my heart is sick of love; I was
the person He loved. " He loved me," He died for me, and has washed
me from my sins in His own blood (Rev. i. 5).-Keach.
HE that gave faith must keep it, and He who gave it will try it.
When God puts faith into the fire it is not to eonsume it, but to
prove it and improve it.-Rev. W. Romaine.
EVERY believer generally sees, in the course of his experience,
that those very trials or temptations which he most feared, and
perhaps which he most prayed against, are those very blessings, in
God's ovelTuling hand, which he will be thankful fDr throughout
etel'llity.-Si1· Riehanl Hill.
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The Romance of Clwistian Work and Experience. By the Rev. W.
HAY M. H AITKEN, Author of The School of Gmce, &c., &c. A New
Edition. London: John F. Shaw and Co.
AN extremely interesting book, full of remarkable instances of
conversions in connection with Mission work, noteworthy answers to
prayer, special providences, &c. We give a couple of extracts:"Up on a lone hillside, and far removed from any other dwelling,
there lived, about the middle of the century, a poor widow woman,
who for many a long year had learnt to rest, in every difficulty,
and in all her need, upon Him who has said, 'Let thy widows trust
in Me.' It was the depth of winter when the incident, that I am
about to relate, occurred, and the poor woman's stock, never very
abundant, was, I suppose, reduced to its lowest by the difficulty of
finding any employment at that time of the year. Unlike the widow
in the Hebrew story, she actually found her barrel of meal fail, and
when she had finished the last handful she went to bed, possibly
with the hope that she might be more fortunate in earning a few
pence on the morrow. But when the morrow came, a terrible snowstorm swept over the land, and the lane leading to her little cot was
almost blocked with snow. It was quite beyond her slender powers
to battle with the raging storm, and make her way to some
neighbour's house, where at least she would be made welcome to a
dish of porridge. There was one only Friend to whom she could
apply, and in Him she had the most perfect confidence. Accordingly
she filled her pan with water, and put it on the fire, and actually put
the salt in the water.
'Noo,' she said to herself, 'I'll just gang
ben, and ask the LOOl'd for the meal.' So she retired into her inner
chamber, and there with praise and thanksgiving she made her wants
known unto the Lord. She hadn't been long on her knees when
there came a loud knock at the door.
'Na, na, Loord!' she
exclaimed, 'Thou cans' na hae sent the answer sae soon!' But the
knocking continued, and, on her opening the door, a buxom farmer's
lass, who lived some little distance off, flung down a sack of meal
on the floor, exclaiming, 'Father sent ye that; and I think ye may
be very grateful to me for bringing it here through all this terrible
storm. Whatever possessed my father I don't know, but all the
morning he has been dinning into me about that sack of meal, and,
snow or no snow, I must be sure and fetch it up to you; but it's been
a pretty hard job getting through the storm, I can tell you.' So
she was rattling on, when a glance at the old woman fairly overawed and silenced her.
There she stood with uplifted hands and
eyes bedimmed with tears of grateful praise, as she exclaimed, ' He's
aye the same, J eanie, He's aye the same! Mony a lang year hae I
trusted Him, and I ne'er found Him fail; and He's na failed me noo.
Look at yon pot on the fire, Jeanie. I put on the water, and I put
in the salt, and ne'er a grain 0' meal had I in the hoose. Sae r was
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just asking the Lord to send me the meal, when I heard ye knock
at the door; and noo here comes the meal, just while I was asking
for it.'''
"Some years ago I took up quite casually in the drawingroom of a friend the biography of a certain army medical man, a
Dr. MAcBETH. Glancing over its pages, I was surprised to see my
own name mentioned, and, turning to the passage, I read how the
subject of the memoir, at that time a medical student at one of the
Scotch Universities, chanced to be passing through the central
square in the town of Inverness, when he saw a crowd, and observed
that a very young man was speaking. Possibly it may h!\ve been
this circumstance that induced him to stand still and listen; but,
however that may have been, he heard from the youthful preacher's
lips the message sounded forth, ' Young man, I say unto thee, Arise! '
The thought rushed into his mind, 'Yes, that is j LlSt the message
for me. I have indeed been wasting my life on trifles. I have been
grovelling in the dust, instead of moving on my proper spiritual
level; God is calling me to arise, and by His grace from this day
I will.' He went home to his room to carry out his new determination,
and there and then he gave himself unreservedly to God. From
that time forward he became a most earnest and devoted servant of his
new Master, and, subsequently, going out to India as an army Sltrgeon,
did a most useful work there, I think I am right in saying, both
amongst natives and Europeans. After a good many years of faithful
service, he was called away, while still in his prime. I never met
him, nor indeed should I have heard of what little part I may have
had in bringing about the change in his life, had I not thus casually,
as it seemed, taken up this biography in an idle moment. But
that apparent accident permitted me to see the fruit of an effort,
made almost in boyhood, 'after many days.'''

L.~-

The Book Fund and its Work. 1898 and 1899. London: Passmore
and Alabaster.
WE heard with deep regret lately, that MrR. SPURGEON, widow of the
late revered pastor C, H. SPURGEQN, was seriously ill; but we are
glad to learn from the latest published report in the SW01'd and Trowel
that she is now decidedly better, although too weak to write letters.
Mrs. SPURGEON is, like her late husband, an indefatigable worker,
and notwithstanding her delicacy of constitLltion, she manages to
accomplish an amount of work which many persons of robust
constitution would consider to be utterly impossible. Although she
has so lately brought out the four large volumes of her husband's
"Autobiography," which must have entailed upon her an immense
amount of extra thought and care, and diligent" work, she has still
carried on her Boolr Fund and its adjuncts, which have for so many
years conferred untold benefits upon many needy recipients. This
report for the two years 1898 and 1899 is a brief one, but it
summarizes many interesting details. During those two years no
less than 10,343 volumes have been presented to poor pastors of
various denominations, whose means Lltterly preclude them from
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purchasing them, volmues which are likely to be of untold serVIce
to them in their ministerial work. Besides this, 116 boxes and cases
of suitable and useful clothing have been sent to extremely needy
pastors and their families, together with small gifts of money. The
letters which the recipients write in response,-specimens of which
are given in this report,-touchingly show how great is their
gratitude, and how thoroughly they appreciate the kindness thus
shown to them.
WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED :-The Transformed Valley,. Nonconformity
in the Nineteenth Century,. Twenty-four Sacred Musical Solos,. Our
National Church Trouble, Amateu1' Gardening, <rc., g·c.

THE WATCHWORD.

IN one of the great rock-galleries of Gibraltar two British soldiers
had mounted guard, one at each end of the vast tunnel. One was
a believing man, whose soul had found rest upon the Rode of jgcs;
the other was seeking rest, but had not found it. It was midnight,
and these soldiers. were going their rounds, the one meditating
on the blood that had brought peace to his soul, the other darkly
brooding over his own disquietudes and doubts. Suddenly an officer
passes, challenges the former, and demands the watchword. " The
precious blood of Christ!" called out the startled veteran, forgetting
for a moment the password of the night, and uttering unconsciously
the thought which at that moment was filling his soul. Next moment
he corrected himself, and the officer, no doubt amazed, passed on.
But the words he spoke had rung through the gallery, and entered
the ears of his fellow-soldier at the other end, like a message from
heaven. It seemed as if an angel had spoken, or rather, as if God
Himself had proclaimed the good news in that still hour. "The precious blood of Christ!" Yes; that was peace! His troubled soul
was. now at rest. That midnight voice had spoken the good news
to him, and God had carried home the message: "The precioms blood
of Christ!" Strange but blessed watchword; never to be forgotten.
For many a day and year, no doubt, it would be the joy and rejoicing
of his heart. We have entered on another year. We are mounting
guard for another of the watches of the worlds night. Let us furnish
ourselves with a heavenly watchword. Can we have a better than
"The precious blood of Christ" 1-Dr. Guthrie.

"YOUR sin shall die; your soul shall live." This is the answer of
God to the prayer of His child. '1'he cbild of God clings to the
promise of God--Rev. W. Howels.
EVERY believer has four births-a natural birth into this world,
a spiritual birth into the kingdom of grace, a birth into glory when
he dies, and a new birth of the quickened body at the resurrection.
Toplady.

