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THE GREATNESS OF GOD'S PEOPLE.

"For what nation is the1'e so great, who hath Goel so nigh unto
them as the L01'd Our God is in all things that we call upon Him
fm' ?"-DEUTERONOD1Y iv. 7.

-=

ISRAEL of old was indeed a favoured nation. MosEs deeply realized
this when he put the above question to his Hebrew brethren.
No
nation among all the nations in the earth was so great as they.
None was so blessed with religious and civil privileges as they.
None had JEHOVAH so nigh unto them in miracles, and mercies, and
promises as they.
The LORD was by Covenant peculiarly the GODof J Acon. The blessings and benefits granted to the prayers of that
people "'ere indeed" great." The pledges divinely made by JEHOVAH
to ABRAHAM, ISAAC, and JACOB were always present to the mind
of the MOST HIGH. He was ever mindful of His Covenant. It was
this sure foundation on which all GOD'S dealings with the nation
rested. In his very wrath He remembered mercy, and JACOB was not
consumed. When the backsliding tribes were carried into captivity
for their offences against the GOD of their mercies, He pitied them
with a paternal heart" and entertained towards them thoughts, not
of evil, but of peace.
"\Vhether in Egypt, in the wilderness, in
Canaan, or in Babylon, it was always His counsel to do them good,.
and to grant them "an expected end,"
But, if an earthly Israel were thus exalted and distinguished, what
shall be said of the "greatness" of that people whom sovereign
grace has made partakers of the spiritual blessings of "a better
Covenant, established upon better promises" 1 The earthly Canaan
was verily "a good land." It flowed with the milk and honey of
tenestrial prosperity and material fruitfulness.
But all that glory
long since passed away. It was established on conditional promises
-\lpon promises conditioned with an "if" of hllman obedience
(Dent. xxviii. 2, 15).
Israel forfeited all, through failure of that
obedience. The trial of the favoured Hebrew people was, doubtless,
designed to demonstrate the hopelessness of man's working out a
righteousness for himself, and to prove, for all time, that submission to
~
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the righteousness of GOD is the only ground of human blessedness.
But that to which the national Israel did not attain, the elect of
:GOD'S grace, both Jew and Gentle, have fully attained. "CHRIST is
the end of the Law fm' righteousness to everyone that believeth"
(Rom. x. 4). For justification before GOD, the broken-hearted sinner,
whose trust is alone in the obedience and blood of CHRIST JESUS, pos-sesses a free and unimpeachable title. As one has written, "The name
of CHRIST supersedes, to the believer, the claims of the Law. CHRIST
stands for such in the Law's place.
Both could not stand together.
Human righteousness and Divine righteousness cannot harmonize; for
one is a lie, and the other is the truth of GOD. The first was proposed
by the Law, but it proved the' Law's impossibility' (Rom. viii.),
and by the Law came only the knowledge of sin. Yet it continues, as
a deceitful phantom, to delude the souls of all who still desire to be
under the Law. The second having come, the false pretensions of
the first are supplanted in the triumphant power of truth and love.
Life and incorruptibility, because of righteousness, have now in CHRIS1'
taken the place of the death and judgment which were ministered by
the Law because of sin" (2 Cor. iii, 6-18). CHRIST has abolished the
Law, not by destroying, but by vicariously fulfilling it. The whole
Mosaic economy, having met its completion in Him, has by Him been
brought to an end. The kingdom of heaven was opened to all
believers when the glorious SURETY and MEDIATOR of the Everlasting
Covenant rose from the penal grave and took His seat at the right
hand of the MAJESTY on high.
" In Him" every believer- that is,
.every convinced, repentant, trusting sinner-stands " complete"
(Col. ii. 10).
Happy indeed are the people that are in such a
,case.
The "greatness" of the ascended, glorified SON of GOD is the measure
-of the greatness of His beloved, redeemed people. ,These are the
"holy nation" which in time past were not a people, but are now the
JPeople of GOD, which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy (1 Peter ii. 9,10).
They are "the seed"unto whom the
:salvation'promise is made divinely "sure" (Rom. iv. Hi). Of these
-,blood-secured ones we may well ask with holy admiration, "What
nation is there so great who hath GOD so nigh unto them 1" Upon
-these "the riches" of the Divine grace have been lavished (Ephes. i. 7, 8),
"for from eternity the Triune JEHOVAH'S infinite love was set upon
-their persons, and no hindrance to its exercise was suffered to inter:pose. The malign purposes of Satan, the awful consequences of the
-fall, the utter unworthiness of apostate man, the practical sinfulness
-of the children of God-moral barriers to the flowings forth of the love
.of the HOLY ONE, though they were in the Divine fore-view-yet
afforded fullest opportunity for grace to "much more abound! " The
darkness of ignorance, which enshrouded them in their natural condition, yielded of sheer necessity to the inbreaking of GOD'S most
"marvellous light," and "in the face of JESUS CHRIST" the light of
the knowledge of the glory of GOD was beheld by the undimmed eye of
Spirit-begotten faith. Thus, in separation unto GOD His people are
made truly" great." As the greatness of ancient Israel was eminent
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their being separated from all the nations of the earth, so
the Church of God possesses a distinctiveness of vocation in the
blessed fact that she is "taken out" of the world, invested with a
heavenly ch!l,racter, and claimed as the Divine inheritance (Ephes.
i. 18).
The "greatness" of the LORD'S beloved, ransomed, and believing
ones is further discoverable in the nearness of their relation unto
Himself. "For what nation is there so great, who hath GOD so nigh
unto them?" Accepted in the risen CHRIST, they are seated in Him
in heavenly places (Ephes. ii. 6). Aforetime, they were" far off" from
GOD, were alienated from Him both in mind and in practice, but
they are "now made nigh by the blood of JEsus" (Ephes. ii. 13). Oh,
how unspeakably great is now their dignity! As heirs of GOD, arid
joint-heirs with CHRIST, their abiding-place is in the FATHER'S house
of many mansions! The enjoyment of this nearness, as realized by
faith, is heaven on earth to GOD'S children. It is the sweet privilege
of faith to "rest in the Lord." It is the will of CHRIST JESUS that
His believing members should "abide" in Him.

In

" 'Abide in Me!' Most loving
counsel this,
Nearest approach on earth to
heavenly bliss;
With the command, 0 SAVIOUR,
give me power
To live by faith on Thee, from
hour to hour.

,•• Abide in Me!' No ill can hurt
thee there;
In Me thou'rt safe e'en from the
tempter's snare;
Before his fiery darts o'er thee
prevail
:My life must end, my faithfulness must fail!

" 'Abide in Me!' For I have
strength to give
The grace to make thee henceforth heavenward live;
Eternal things My Spirit can
reveal,
And thy heart's earthly dark
diseases heal.

" 'AbIde in Me!' if thou wouldst
fruitful be;
The branch bears not when
severed from the tree;
Without My Spirit's power, .the
sapless bough
.
No fruit can bear, for it can
nothing do.

'" Abide in Me!' All else must
pass awayThis earth so fair, these idols
formed of clay;
Its riches, pleasures, friendships,
pomp, and fame,
All evanescent are-all but a
name!

" 'Abide in Me! ' All grace is
1\iine to give;
My voice the dead shall hear,
and hearing live!
.
My SPIRIT call thy strongest sins
subdue,
Soften thine heart, and all thy
thoughts renew.

" , Abide in :Me!' For changeless
is My love;
Its depth unmeasured. as its
height above;
Not all thy feelings can its
power repel:
Wilt thou not trust the love
that loves so well P

" 'Abide in Me! I Live only on
1\1y love,
.
And thou shall taste the blisg of
saints above;
In Me thou shalt have peace;
in Me find rest,
Though storms should rage
around, or cares molest.
2 s 2
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" , Abide in Me !' Then safe
within the veil,
Death cannot hurt, though heart
and flesh may fail;
One with Myself, who vanquished
death and hell,
It only breaks the bondage of
thy cell!

" , Abide in Me!' Then thou
may'st calmly smile
On ruined hopes, or ruined
worlds the while:
Even the trumpet's amul sound.
shall be
The sweetest music ever heard.
by thee!"

Oh, fellow believer, let us dwell more constantly on this great truth
of our indwelling CHRIST, and also the kindred truth of GOD'Sindwelling us t "For ye are the temple of the living GOD; as.
GOD hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will
be their GOD, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). Here
is the secret of power-spiritual power.
Here prayer prevails
mightily. "The LORD our GOD" is verily "nigh" unto us "in all
that we call upon Him for," and we enjoy great liberty in presenting our petitions at His feet.
" Oh, what a happy lot is mine.
Since GOD my portion is !
How blest am I, whate'er betide,
Since He has made me His!
"Here in the gloomiest, darkest ho"",
Is cause for ceaseless joy;
Well may my heart enraptured sing,
And praise my tongue employ!
"By Him my cup is daily filled
With mercies rich and free;
Whate'er I want in Him I find
He's all.in all to me."
Brethren, let us seek grace to walk in consistent obedience to our
heavenly calling. That grace, as ministered by the HoLY SPIRIT, is
sufficient for all our needs and circumstances. "My grace -id su.tJicient
for thee." Let us seek to bear witness for the Truth which has
made us free. Since we are a separated people, and have thus been
made partakers of Israel's "greatness," let us ever keep in mind that
we are "strangers and pilgrims in the earth"-that -we are citizens
of the New Jerusalem-that we are "the household of GOD."
THE EDITOR.
THE wicked trinmph in prosperity, and tremble in adversity; on
the contrary, the godly fear in prosperity, and rejoice in adversity.
THE office of Christ is nothing but the way appointed in the wisdom
of God, for the communication of the treasures of graces which were
communicated unto His Person. This is the end of the whole office of
Christ in all the parts of it, as He is a Priest, a Prophet, and a King.
They are, I say, nothing but the ways appointed by infinite wisdom
for th~communication of the grace laid up iu Hi.s Person unto the·
Chnrch.----Owen.
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SLEEPING CHRISTIANS.
"While the bridegroolfb tarried, they all slumbered andslept."MATTHEW xxv. 5.
AN American poet has termed sleep "death's beautifuJ brother."
'Sleep was one of the pure gifts bestowed by God on man before the
Fall, for Adam slept in Eden (Gen. ii. 21). There is much of mystery
in the nature of sleep, which is a normal suspension of consciousness,
while existence is fully maintained.
To His beloved, God giveth
sleep, in a peculiar sense. The sleep of a believer in Christ is sanctified, as the sleep of others is not, for when the children of God lay
them down to rest they commit themselves into the hands of their
Redeemer and unslumbering Keeper. The sleep of a labouring man,
at the close of his day of honest toil, is sweet. When the heart is
right with God, and the conscience is purified through faith in the
precious blood of the Lamb, the child of God can fa}} asleep without
fear. However dark the surroundings, if God's peace rule in the
heart, the tried disciple of Jesus can forget himself and drop into the
loving arms of his faithful Lord, and again wake up to find Him still
present. So slept the persecuted apostle Peter in prison on the night
before his expected execution (Acts xii. 6).
Such blessed slumber must ever be reckoned among r,he choice
mercies of our heavenly Father. The more so, when we remember
that there are times when sickness, suffering, and mental stress deprive
the Lord's beloved people of this tender mercy. Man cannot COIr.mand this, or any other, Divine blessing. Even kings are subjects, in
this matter, as we read of king Ahasuerus, "On that night could
not the king sleep" (Esther vi. 1). In the quaint words of the old
divine, JOHN TRAPP : - " Lo, he that commanded one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces cannot command an hour's sleep!
How
should he, when sleep is God's gift?" (Psalm cxxvii. 2).
The
deliverance of Mordecai and the Jews from the conspiracy of Haman
had to be secured on that memorable night, and regal sleep might not
stand in the way. Again, in Scripture we read of God's casting several
of His eminent servants into a deep sleep, when it pleased Him to
make known to them the secret counsels of His holy will. Thus,
the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, during which
supernatural slumber Eve was formed to be his partner, and to typify
the Church of Christ (Gen. ii. 21). Of Abram, too, we read, ',' And,when
the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram," arid Jehovah
communicated to his" Friend" the foreknowledge of Israel's bondage
in Egypt for four hundred years. Joseph, and Gideon, and Solomon,
with other Old and New Testament saints, were the subjects of holy
dreams given them by their God while sleep held fast their eyelids.
As saith Elihu to Job: "In a dream, in a vision of the night, when
deep sleep falleth upon men; then He openeth the ears of men,
and sealeth their instruction" (Job xxxiii. 15, 16).
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But, like all other of God's blessings, men abuse this merciful gift of
God. There is a time to sleep, and a time to cease from sleeping.
When men love sleep rather than labour, it is sin. Sloth is a sin which
is sternly condemned in the Scriptures. "Slothfulness casteth into
a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall suffer hunger" (Prov. xix. 15).
"The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to
labour" (Prov. xxi. 25).
"Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep; so shall thy poverty
come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man"
(Prov. xxiv. 33, 34). Slothfulness was one of the charges brought against
the servant who hid his master's ta.lent in the earth, and thus dedefrauded him of the interest due upon the money. And" his lord
answered and said unto him, ·Thou wicked and slothful se1'vant, thou
ktlewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not
'strawed: thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the
exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own
with usury" (Matt. xxv. 26, 27).
The coming of Jesus, in His office
of Lord and Master, is the supreme end of the Church's occupation on
earth. Believers are called to wait j'lYJ' God's Son from heaven. To
be found of Him with loins girded an:d well-trimmed lamps burning in
that midnight hour which He Himself has named in the parable of the
Ten Virgins as the time of His return-this is the ideal attitude and
aim of those" who love His appearing." To be ardently longing for
the first glad sight of His advent glory would seem to be the normal
condition of redeemed sinners. "Whom having not seen they love."
But, alas I the practical condition of the Church of God in the last days
of our dispensation is characterized in the inspired passage which heads
these I, Notes," I-I W'hile the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and
slept." Wise and foolish virgins alike yielded to the snare of ease and
self-indulgence.
No doubt, the example of graceless professors, in
respect· to watchfulness and preparedness, acts with terribly degenerating effect on the true people of God. The times in which we
to-day live are certainly exercising deadly influence on the walk and
testimony of true believers! How rarely do we now meet with
Christians whose discernment of the peculiar perils besetting their
path leads them to protest with vigour and decision against a
" religion" which begins in the flesh and also ends there-the religion
of man's boasted free-will-to-do-good! The religion which pleases the
Churches at large is destitute of the Holy Ghost; it renders His
sovereign work in the sinner's heart unnecessary; it so generalises the
atoning sacrifice of Jesus as to make it an effective atonement for noone in particular; it deifies the human intellect; and places God's
inspired, infallible written Word on a level with the literary productions 'of man, and subjects it to a system of criticism which
destroys the foundations of revealed truth, and provides nothing in its.
place I ThE), spiritual pride and ignoranca of many of our leading
religious ·teachers and writers have so far led astray the minds of the
simple -that they have largely lost sight of the old faith, and have
"gone out of the way." The Godhead of the Lord Jesus, His impeccable human nature, His perfect walk on earth, and His absolute:
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knowledge of all things-from Bethlehem to Calvary-are, alas!
openly disputed by our leading "Doctors of Divinity" and learned
" Professors," our most popular" preachers" and "religious authors.
Is it, then, matter for suprise that torpor and spiritual sloth should
characterize the" Christian world" 1 The various denominations who·
"name the name of Christ" throughout the earth have very largely
cast off the holy beliefs which Jesus left among us when He ascended
up on high, and whi{:h He bade His own to I. hold fast" until His
coming again.
He foretold as much. "When the Son of Man
cometh, shall He find (the) faith in the earth 1" Thi~ questiol1l
suggests a negative answer. The parable of the Ten Virgins enforces.
the same sad aspect of the days immediately preceding the second
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. "They all slumbm'ed and slept."
The professing Church, or "kingdom of heaven," is, to-day, largdy
characterized by spiritual supineness, latitudinarianism, and worldliness.
The presence and power of the Holy Ghost are significantly lacking,
with the result that experimental knowledge of the distinguishing
doctrines of the Gospel of the free grace of God, and vigilant opposition to religious error, are deplorably rare among those who professedly
bear" lamps" in prospect of the Bridegroom's advent. The" lamp"
of profession, indeed, is not lacking in the Churches, but "vessels"
containing the unction of the Spirit are, it it much to be feared,
grievously few, and the remnant of faithful witnesses who contend that
"if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His," are
denounced as "narrow," "uncharitable," "bigoted," and" out of date!"
One of the most sad aspects of present-day religion among us iB the
lack of perception and judgment regarding the delusions of Satan.
As "an angel of light" the Great Deceiver has transformed himself,
and" his ministers" (2 Cor. xi. 13-15) have become "transformed as
the ministers of righteousness" with marvellous success. In this
illusory condition of things professing Christians are lulled into the
belief that it is well with them, and that, after all, religion need not
incur separation from the world and its vanities, or "the offence of
the cross." It is the grand aim of the Devil to allure souls by selfindulgence, ease, and cessation from conflict with evil, into habits of
sloth and unwatchfulness, for thus he brings dishonour on the cause
of Christ, and paralyses the power of the Church for service and
testimony. "They all slumbered and slept." The former word in the
Greek (E1'{,O'Ta~a,,-" slumbered") signifies, according to PARKHUltST,
to nod with the head, as persons falling asleep. It implies the drowsinesss which precedes sleep. The second word (iK"Bwool'-" slept ")
implies to be fast asleep. Thus in the times immediately preceding
the return of the Bridegroom, and the celebration of the Marriage·
Feast, the dominant spiritual condition of the visible Church-including
professors both true and false-is declared to be unwakeful, lethargic,
lukewarm. This phase of general declension is forcibly described in
the Epistle to the Laodiceans (Rev. iii. 14-22). The lamp of truthful
testimony is burning low among even the living people of God.
Because the Lord pas delayed in His second coming, the blessed hope
of HiB near approach has become dimmed, and the doctrine of His
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"glorious appearing" is largely held merely as a doctrine, It has
very generally ceased to actuate and practically influence the lives of
God's saints, who are growing spiritually drowsy, and feeble, and
silent. The personal advent of the Lord Jesus is fast becoming little
more than a religious sentiment in the hearts of Christians, instead of
its being a potent, dominant, all-permeating reality in the habit of
their lIouls.
Oh, what an awaking will there be when the heavenly shout is
heard at the Church's "midnight" hour, "Behold, the Bridegroom
.cometh; go ye out to meet Him"! .What a surprise, to the
believers and the unbelievers alike! Then the final separation of the
true and the false will take place "in a moment, in the twinkling
·of an eye," for the dividing line will lie between" oil in the vessels,
with the lamps," and lamps without "oil" and without "vessels! "
Oh brethren beloved, this is no time for us who possess" this hope
Dn Him" who is our Well-Beloved to slumber and sleep "as do
others." "Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from (among) the
dead, and Christ shall give thee light" (Eph. v. 14). "And that,
.knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than when we, believed. The night is
far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
Let us walk
·darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.
honestly [decently, margin], as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof" (Rom. xiii. 11-14).
"The night is far spent, the day is at hand;
Already the dawn may be seen in the sky;
Rejoice then, ye saintd, 'tis your Lord's own command;
liejoice, for the coming of Jesus draws nigh.
"How bright will it be, when Jesus appears!
How welcome to those who have shared in His cross!
A crown incorruptible then will be theirs,
A rich compensation for suffering and loss.
" Affliction is light compared to the day
Of glory that then will from heaven be revealed!
The Saviour is coming. His people may say,
The Lord whom we look for, our Sun and our Shield.
"0 pardon us, Lord, that love to Thy name
Is faint, with so much our affections to move!
Our deadness shall fill us with grief and with shame,
So much to be loved and so little to love!
"0 kindle within us a holy desire,
Like that which was found in Thy people of old!
Who felt all Thy love, and whose hearts were on fire,
While waiting in patience Thy face to behold!"
-Thomas Kelly.
Oh, is it not "heann begun" in our souls, dear brethren, to
:anticipate meeting Him in the air, and being' with Him for ever

.
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:and ever 1 or, if He yet a little longer cause the wheels of His
{lhariot to tarry, can we not, by faith in the merits of our blessed
Redeemer, and with holy joy anticipate a dying bed, and humbly
...dopt the lines of AUGUSTUS 'l'OPLADY ~-

.

.

"Sweet to rejoice in lively hope,
That, when my change shall
come,
Angels will hover round my bed,
And waft my spirit home.

"There shall my disimprisoned
soul
Behold Him and adore;
Be with His likeness satisfied,
And grieve and sin no more.

"If such the sweetness of the stream,

What must the fountain be,
Where saints and anirels dmw their bliss
Immediately from Thee?"

J. O.

'Clitton.

"A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM."
A CHILD, who had been trained in the fear of the Lord, was praying one
·evening, before going to bed, on the nurse's lap. An elder sister observing it, said, "Oh, Nannie, Jesus would not like you not to kneel down! "
." Now, there you are just mistaken, YIiss Louie, for Jesus knows how
very tired I am." The reply was sublime in its expression of the
child's simple faith in Him who, "Like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth
·our frame; He remembereth that we p.re dust" (Psalm ciii. 13). "We
have not an High Priest that cannot be to"Uchlxl with the feeling of
o'ur infirmities,' but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin" (Heb. iv, 15). "Jesus being wearied with His journey,
sat thus on the well" (John iv. 6). We record the incident forthe
benefit of some older children who desire to worship the Lord
.acceptably, though in much weariness.

Leiceste1'.

MARY.

PRECIOUS TRUTHS.

"

AUGUSTINE longed to die, that he might see that head once crowned
with thorns; Cyprian received the most cruel sentence of death with
.a " Deo gratias,-" and St. Andrew saluted the cross on which he was to
.be crucified, saying, "Take me from men, and restore me to my
Master; "and so Laurence Saunders, when he was come to the stake,
kissed it, saying, "'Velcome the cross of Christ, welcome everlasting
life."-B1·ooks.
THE soul is infinite in its desires, and immortal in its nature.
Nothing', therefore, in the compass of the earth or created things can
,satisfy it: neither riches, nor honours, nor beauty, nor all the variety
'Of treasure which the world affords can fill up the soul. Everything
but God leaves an aching void. Nothing but God satisfies; a God in
Trinity-Christ and His grace-the Father and His love-the Spirit
.and His consolations.-Ben·idge.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED 'l'O-DAY 1"
(ESTHER

(Continued

j1"01n

ix.)

page 518.)

Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth
day of the same, when the king's commandment and his decree drew
near to be put in execution, in the day that the enemies of the Jews.
hoped to have power over them (though it was turned to the
contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that hated them)." "To
everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under
heaven." And how often our blessed Lord's words are applicable tous, "My time is not yet come j yrntr time is always ready." Let us.
seek grace to wait in patient expectancy the ripening of our King's
purpose, assured that His decree and commandment cannot fail.
The twelfth month, the thirteenth day, the matured season will not
pass and witness the failure of jot or tittle of His word. The cloud,
so dark and portentous for the Jews, is about to show its silver lining,
and the Red Sea of retributive justice again to overwhelm the foes
who sought their destruction, and leave them in security and peace.
God is a righteous Judge, and though His name can only be found
in this book of Esther by Hebrew scholars, His working is as manifest
to the humble soul as in the books of nature and providence. The·
wheels of Divine ordination had revolved, and instead of being beneath
to be crushed the threatened people became uppermost.
" The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout
all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as
sought their hurt: and no man could withstand them j for the fear
of them fell upon all people." The attack came first from their
enemies j the Jews were on the defensive, and only laid hand on
"such as sought their. hurt." Aggressive war is unjustifiable for
God's people. It is an interesting study to search out how the
nations whom God had promised to dispossess to give the seed of
Abraham their land, came and fought against Israel, with sometimes
the suggestive touch that. they had fought against a former king and
possessed his land. Here the Jews had the king's decree of permission
to stand for their lives against those who would assault them. "And
no man could withstand them." Is it not an echo of the Covenant
promise, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper" 1
"If God be for us, who can be against us 1" "For the fear of them
fell upon all people." So it had been in Jacob's time, "The terror of
God was upon the cities round about them, and they did not pursue
after the sons of Jacob."
" And all the rulers of 'the provinces, and the lieutenants; and the
deputies, and officers of the king) helped the Jews j because the fear of
Mordecai fell on them." Had Haman been in power the tide of
help would have set in the contrary direction, but now that Mordecl!-i
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is exalted, the influence is in his people's favour! Our exalted Mediator
not only controls all events, but sways all hearts.
"Fear Him, ye saints, and you shall then
Have nothing else to fea.r;
Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."
"The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want"-defence or victory, or
any manner of thing that js good. With Mordecai at the right hand
()f the king, invested with royal authority, what cause had his people
to fear? Who could be against them? Not rulers, lieutenants,
deputies, and officers: he could soon depose them and fill their
places with faithful servants.
" For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame went out
throughout all the provinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater and
greater." Surely there is no mOre striking type in the Old Testament
Scriptures than is here' presented to our adoring apprehension of the
Man of sorrows, acquainted with grief, wounded, bruised for our
iniquities (His people's), yet now exalted to the right hand of God,
principalities and powers being made subject to Him. "Great in the
king's house." Who so great in the royal household of faith 1 Who so
great in God's house? His fame is great in Zion. His fame goes on
spreading in all provinces-in the lands that never heard before, His
name and great salvation are being published. "He must increase."
This God·Man waxes greater and greater! The more His people know
of Him, the more they long to know. A limitless theme which
eternity will not exhaust! The bitter brnising calls forth endless
fame.
"Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the
sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did what they would
unto those that hated them." "The weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds." We use "the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God, that "two-edged sword, piercing to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart."
" We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,"
shadowed forth to us here in the hosts that came against the Jews,
to whom they showed no quartE'r, and particularly specified in the
five hundred men destroyed in Shushan the palace. Surely they
correspond to "spiritual wickedness in high places."
"And Parshandatha (the dung of impurity), and Dalphon (dropping),
and Aspatha (horse-given), and Poratha (fruitful), and Adalia (honour of
Ized), and Aridatha and Parmashta, and Arisai (meaning uncertain),
and Aridai, and Vajezatha (born of Ized), the ten sons of Haman the
son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they; but on the
spoil laid they not their hand." . Of these ten sons of Haman, the
names, as far as we have been able to find, point to vile impurity,
idolatry, wickednes~, and glorying in it.. They suffered as a seed

,-
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of evildoers, shapen in iniquity, and so "justify the ways of God
with men." "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 1" "He
visiteth "the iniquity of the fathers upon thechiIdren unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate Him"; and we
may well rejoice that He then mercifully cuts off heredity. Yet
"the way of the Lord is equal"; and we have reason to believe,
from what the prophet Ezekiel was inspired to write, that if
amongst all these there had been "a son that seeth all his father's
sins which he hath done, and considereth, and doeth not such like,
he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall surely live"
(Ezekiel xviii. 17). We love to trace the equity of God's governmental dealings in the world, to keep us from stumbling at
mysterious dispensations which we cannot yet understand, being
assured by our Lord, "IV-hat I do thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter."
"But on the spoil they' laid not their hand." It was a conflict for
lif€ or death. The decree published by Haman sought to exterminate
them and enrich him with the spoil. The second issue of the decree
was no reversion of the former, but addition to it, the king granting
the Jews power to withstand those that would assault them, and the
same right over the spoil of the fallen foes. Their object was not
the destruction of others, but defence of their own lives. Thus they
fulfilled the Gospel precept, "Let your moderation be known unto all
men," in their self-control, not yielding to "covetousness, which is
idolatry."
"On that day the number of those that were slain in Shushan
the palace was brought before the king.
.And the king said unto
Esther the queen, The Jews have sbjn and destroyed five hundred
men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of Haman; what have
they done in the rest of the king's provinces 1 now, what is thy
petition 1 and it shall be granted thee: or what is thy request further 1
and it shall be done." Did the eastern monarch feel a lively interest
in the success of the people for whom he interposed with such royal
grace 1 "how much more" our King! "Blessed be the Lord that
hath pleasure in the prosperity of His_ servants," has often been a
rebuke to the faithless heart. Why should we entertain such low
views of His bounteous grace, as if He gave grudgingly, instead of
daily loading us with benefits 1 He has never been "a wilderness"
unto us that we should say, "We will come no more unto Thee?"
Esther's royal husband delighted in making her acquainted with the
success of her people, sanctioned by his authority, in the destruction
of five hundred men in Shushan and Haman's ten sons, besides how
great would the result be in the rest of his provinces. Yet this
does not suffice him. " Now, what is thy petition 1 and it shall be
granted thee: or what is thy request f1trther? and it shall be done."
Oh that these words were graven upon our memory-emphasized for
daily need-that every answered prayer is a strong warrant to ask
more.
"Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring;
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For· His grace and power are such,
None can ever ask toe> much."
"Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy, may be full." A full'
storehouse is adapted for the drawing of great supplies from it, or to
what purpose is it 1 It was the royal will and pleasure of Ahasuerusto put his great resources at the service of his queen. He had set his
love upon her, and, bound up in his affections, how could he let her lack
anything he could bestow, or be weighted with any sorrow he could
relieve 1 Nay, it gave him the highest satisfaction to bestow favours
upon her. Why then should she hesitate to draw from his fulness 1
The thirteenth had been a red-letter day for her people, but there WlJ.H
no limiting the king's bounty to a day. Let us bear in mind, one
single answered prayer, assured in the believer's experience, is pledge.
and plea to make request further. Now, what is thy petition 1 Now
is the accepted time to "make known your requests to God." It is.
present tense to-day and all the days. It is true, "Your heavenly
Father knoweth what things ye have ned of before ye ask Him," but
He loves to keep up the intercourse by His children's continual coming
to ask His constant bestowal. " Therefore will the Lord wait that He
may be gracious unto you." Wait-that the time of our asking Icmd
His purpose in granting may meet together. Is not this to be most
gracious 1 Having sent down from heaven "His unspeakable Gift,"
how shall He not with Himself freely give us all things1 Ahasuerus
having pledged his verity to Esther in the first extension of the golden
sceptre to her, nothing could intervene to hinder the accomplishment of
love's design; the decree that might seem adverse only furnished a plato
form for the more gracious manifestation of it, and thus it is with our
King. Divine faithflllness is pledged to fulfil the promises, which are
all "Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus." We recall to mind the words
of the aged saint, Mrs. ROWLES, at ninety-five, telling how she filled the
long hours of night and day with her numerous petitions and intercessions for others, adding, "Man would weary of me, but not my
God.
Re fainteth not, neither is weary." Then when He has
answered one petition, in royal bounty He says, "What is thy requ~st
further 1 and it shall be done." See the very words in Matt. xviii. 19 ;
xxi. 21.; as well as the oft-reiterated promise in John xiv. 13, 14;
xv. 7, 16; xvi. 23, 24. Are not His "exceeding gnat and
precious promises." "That in all things He might have the preeminence" 1
" Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be granted to the
Jews which are in Shllshan to do to-morrow also according unto this day's
decree, and let Raman's ten sons be hanged upon the gallows." Thus
in the royal city, where Raman's influence would more extensively
prevail, there would be a twofold slaughter, for the foes would be
numerous, and by the hanging of Haman's ten sons the judgment of
the king made manifest to put a stop to future attacks upon her
people. "And the king commanded it so to be done: and the decree
was given at Shushan the palace, and they hanged Haman's ten sons."
They were made an open shame. "So let all Thine enemies perish,
o Lord, but let them that- love Him be as the sun when he goet~i
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forth in his might." Thus were the seed of Amalek destroyed.
"The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly."
"For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together
{)n the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and slew three hundred
men at Shushan; but on the prey they laid not their hand." Is it
not true, spiritually, that the foes we do not destroy as valiant
soldiers of our Captain, these seek to destroy 'us, to mal' our peace,
and lead us captive 1 therefore we should show no quarter to the
adversaries of our souls; but, like the Jews in the days of Joshua,
in the hour of victory we are to take heed lest we covet the Babylonish garment, the silver, and the wedge of gold, for they will prove
a snare to ns, and we cannot have faith's victory that overcometh
the world while we are entangled by it.
"But the other Jews that were in the king's provinces gathered
themselves together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from
-their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and five thousand, bnt
they laid not their hands on the prey." "Thanks be unto God who
.giyeth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ," as these
people, in the days of Esther, had the victory through Mordecai,
whose fear fell upon their foes. The analogy is borne out here.
The Lord make us "good soldiers of Jesus Christ," ever remembering, "No man that warreth entan~leth himself with the affairs of
this life, that he may please Him who hath chosen him to be a
soldier." "Put on the whole armour of God." "Fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life." The contrary is death.

Leicester.
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MAR Y.

GARDEN
blossoms, snowy blossoms, :
Golden blossoms, emerald grass,
Summer beauties in a garden
I
Where perchance pure angels
pass,
Ye have preached with power to me,
In'the summer sunshine free.

VOICES.
Golden blossoms, ye have spoken
Of the golden crowns of life,
Now reserved for faithful soldiers
Occupied in deathful strife,
Who will wear them when they
reign
With the King once basely slain.·

-Crimson blossoms, ye have spoken
Of the sacred crimson tide,
Which was oped for guilty sinners
When the Sinless meekly died;
Which can make the foulest clean
As the silver stars sel·ene.

Emerald grass, ye well have spoken
Of the heavenly pastures green,
Where no thorns distress occasion,
Where no hearts hide hunger
keen:
Where the Lamb will guide my feet,
And suffice my soul with sweet.

-CRIMSON

Snowy blossoms, ye have spoken
Of the snowy raiment fair,
Wrought by One whose shining
garments
Sm,ell of myrrh and spices rareWrought by Him with patient heed,
Sold for nought to souls in need.

Summer beauties in a garden,
Near a Rtreet where mortals go,
Ye that have refreshed my spirit
In the burning summer glow,
Speak to others-cheer a few
Loved by Him who cares for you.
ISA.

,~

Revelal.ion iii. 18.
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WELL·SPRINGS.
" What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light."-MATTHEW x. 27.
"The1'efon whatsoever ye have spoken in dW'kness shall be heard in
the light."-LuKE xii.3.
IT was "the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem,"
moved by the Holy Spirit, who wrote, "The words of the wise
are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies,
which are given from one shepherd." And the words of the Wiser
.and Greater than king Solomon are at all times exceptionally
precious to His favoured, grace·taught children, spoken in the
light of His countenance and under the shining of His love. And
if in the sunshine, in the day-time of the soul's prosperity, His
words are precious, how much more in the season of darkness,
when it is night with the soul; "when all the beasts of the forest
do creep forth;" when the soul, it may be, is bound with the
chain of unbelief, fear, and despair! Or, when the heart fails
and all nature quails, shaken to her very foundations with
some sudden blow of sorrow, some bitter trial, some dreaded tomorrow, or some fiery furnace! No way ont of it but one!
Hedged in and around, but blessed be our faithful, unchangeable
Friend, there is a way above it all, and looking upward, faith
-views Him there, looking down with infinite pity, compassion, and
love, "ready to save," "able to deliver," and coming to His
beloved over the mountains of Bether-separation; showing Himself
.strong on behalf of His weak, worn, and weary child, standing
behind her "wall," and speaking words of cheer and consolation
"through the lattice." "Thou that clwellest in the gardens, the
,companions hearken to Thy voice, cause me to hear it."
Look back, beloved reader, and trace, to His glory, words thus
.spoken in the darkness, and see if you do not love to claim them
.specially your own, over which the panoply of His tender love
was displayed in the time of your never-to·be-forgotten deliverance.
" Let thy experience sweet declare,
1£ able to remind,
.A. Bochim here, a Bethel there,
Thy Jesus made thee find.
Whate'er thou found'st Him at thy best,
He's at thy worst the same,
And in His love will ever restThy Jesus holds the claim."
Oh, the unutterable worth of those words spoken between the Eternal
Son and His Father in the darkness of nature's night! How often
He resorted, after the day's labour and toil were over, to a mountain
.apart to pray! He spent whole nights in prayer, And for whom, but
for you and me, beloved, blood-washed child of God 1 And when after
th\)~e thirty-three 'Years' sojourn bere, -wben, in tbat uarkness never
seen before nor to be seen again in the world's history, He yielded up
His spirit into His Father's hands, was it not then that He saw His
seed, saw of the travail of His soul and was satisfied 1
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"What sorrow, then, beloved reader, if sharing in that Covenant love
can come to you and me ungilded, unrelieved? There is the golden
tinge to every cloud, reminding us that the sun is behind, and the
unchangeable love of Jesus to His people constant as that sun. Yes,
even though the jouTth watch of the night may have to be reached,
and this little ship of ours be "now in the midst of the sea, tossed
with waves, and the wind contrary," straight from His occupation of
mediatorial work He comes over the troubled waters, walking the
waves, with omnipotent'lo·ve and power, and speaks the soul-restoring
word, "Be of good cheer. It ill I; be not afraid."·
Say, dear tempest-tossed child of God, have you not had such-like
sweet surprises, proving to your sonl how He has been watching over
you, yearning over you under yom load of sorrow, and bringing deliverance at the right moment, and in His sovereign method displaying
" wonders wrought, and wrought for thee 1"
Yes, just as the voice, "A1'iae up quickly," awoke the sleeping Peter
in the dark night of his imprisonment, and when deliverance wafl
brought to Paul and Silas at midnight in the inner prison, whilst they
sang praises unto God, so shall every son and daughter of Zion's King
be delivered from all their thraldom of Satan, sin, and death, and prove
" nothing shall by any means harm them." Meanwhile, may we be kept
in the "spirit, not of despair, despondency, and enforced resignation, but
of expectancy of deliverance, and of proving how our God delights to
succour and deliver His furnace-tried children. " vV' e are not careful
to answer thee in this matter," said the three youths before
Nebuchadnezzar, who was about to cast them into the fiery furnace,
for not worshipping his gods, with grace-sanctified hearts, "Our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king." May we be kept,
in every aspect of life, listening for the voice, in the attitude of
prayerful watchfulness and of a teachable spirit, of om Shepherd,
Master, Saviour, Teacher, Friend, Physician, and Bridegroom, knowing
that we shall not listen in vain, nor be disappointed of our expects.tion, even though "hope deferred make the heart sick." And
when we prove of His faithfulness that then is a delivering, let us
never forget" it is good to give thanks unto the Lord," to "rehearse'
the righteous acts of the Lord, even the righteous acts towards the
inhabitants of His villages in Israel," and to utter the memory of His.
great goodness. "I will pay my vows," says the Psalmist, "which
my lips have uttered when I was in trouble." And in the heading of
the eighteenth Psalm is recorded, "A Psalm of David, the servant oL
the Lord, who spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the day
that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and
from the hand of Saul. And he said, I will love Thee 0 Lord
my strength;" and goes on to exalt a gracious delivering by the hand
of the God who is his "strength, rock, fortress, buckler, horn of
salvation, and high tower." Now, it is a good thing for the heart thus
established in grace to be kept atune to the high praises of her God,
so that when in the darkness, when "all these things seemed against
us," yet when 1rhe anchor of the soul has been so fixed as to say,
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" Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him," for" Hath He not said,
and will He not bring to pass" when the soul has triumphed in
believing faith, and put to the test, "Thou saidst,"-Him who has
declared, "I will perform My good word toward you;" and again,
" Nevertheless My lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him,
nor suffer My faithfulness to fail. My Covenant will I not break, nor
alter the thing that is gone out of My lips." And His children know
and prove their God, who cannot lie, that His promise is half-way
to the performance of the same. He has never yet, nor will He ever,
kindle a desire in the heart of any of His dear children to disappoint
them. It may be you are passing through some great, unspoken trial,
a sorrow too deep for human ministry, or perhaps waiting the return
of prayer over some dear one for whom for years you have been pleading. And I doubt not all the dear children of God have many such
objects of special pleading in their daily litanies, whilst at times the
mountains of difficulty seem to rise higher, hills of seemingly insurmountable obstacles crowd in and out-top one another; and" all these
things seem against me in the result of my pleading," cries out the
tried child of God.
Yet let not faith once name the. word
" insurmountable" with the God to whom all things are possible. If
clouds are the dust of His feet, and circumstances but His creatures
to bring about His bright designs, wherewith He delights to surprise His waiting children with the joy after long-deferred hope, oh,
what will they seem after all the waiting time 7 " Weeping may
endure for a night, but joy [Heb. "singing"] cometh in the morning."
"Say not, my soul, from whence can God relieve thy care,
Remember that Omnipotence hath servants every"here;
His methods are sublime, His ways supremely kind,
God never was before His time, nor e~er was behind.",
Now, at the deliverance thereof, my soul, it is thine own peculiar
privilege to testify to the exceeding goodness, greatness, love, and
faithfulness of thy God.
"What I tell you in the darkness, that
speak ye in the light." And you have uttered words with your lip.>
when your heart Vias in trouble. Doubtless you have often said, at
the moment when faith rode high above the storm, "Well, if He
deliver me from this, surely I can never doubt Him again!" "Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the
light."
Now, then, go forth out of prison and proclaim the deli vering power of
your God, fur the encouragement of others in the glory of His great and
holy Name. Sing the high praises of your God. Go forth in the dances
of them that make merry j speak it forth in the light and with one
another under the sunshine of His smile; call yourcompallions and friends
to "magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His Name together.
I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my
fears.
They looked unto him and were lightened j and their faces
were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him
and saved him out of all his troubles."
Listen for His voice, beloved, in thy darkest night, and sneak it
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·forth when the rnoming cometh. Repeat His mercies in your song, and
·tell out in the light of deliverance what He had spoken in the day of
your captivity.
" He hath spoken in the
In the silence of the
Spoken sweetly of the
Words of love, and
light.

darkness,
night;
Father,
life, and

Floating through the sombre
stillness,
Came the loved and loving
voice,
Speaking peace and solemn gladness,
That His children might
rejoice.
"What He tells thee in the darkness,
Songs He givetb in the nightRise and speak it in the morn·
ing,
RIse and speak them in the
light.
., He hath spoken in the darkness,
In the silence of thy grief;
Sympathy so deep and tender,
Mighty for thy heart relief.

"Speaking in thy night of
sorrow
Words of comfort and of
calm,
Gently in thy wounded spirit,
Pouring true and healing
balm.
"What He tells thee in the darkness,
Weary watcher of the day,
Grateful lip and life should
utter,
When the shadows flee away.
"He is speaking in the darkness,
Though thou canst not see His
face,
More than angels ever needed,
Mercy, pardon, love, and grace;
"Speaking of the many mansions,
Where, in safe and holy rest,
Thou shalt be with Him for
ever,
Perfectly and always blest.

"What He tells thee in the darkness,
Whispers through time's lonely night,
Thou shalt speak in glorious praises
In the everlasting light."
"So sang the immortal FRANcEs RIDLEY HA.YERG~L, and her song re·echoes in thehearts of all God's dear children.
R.
A PROUD man is called the devil's chair of state, and an idle man
his cushion.
IT looks ill to see men draw their swords for one part of the Bible,
.and lightly esteem and even contemn the rest.
WE read that Job was a perfect man, but we must not conclude
that he was without fault, but only that he was sincere and upright
before God, desiring to do all His will. He, like all of us, had
much to learn, and much did God teach him by means of affliction,
Assuredly atfiiction comes by the will of God, and God works good
by it to the soul. It is often the means He uses to make us humble,
patient, trustful, and submissive, and the means of drawing us
closer unto Himself. For when in a helpless state, we find that
"man's extremity is God's opportunity"-and are constrained to say,
"He hath done all things well! "-C. B.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:IN THE KING'S CHAMBERS.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"' The King hath b1'ought me into His chambers."-SoLOMON'S SONG i. 4.
IN the first book of Kings iv. 32, we learn that Solomon had spoken
three thousand proverbs, while his songs were one thousand and five.
Chief of all these is that rightly called the "Song of Songs," of
which the sacred subject is the love of the King of Glory to His
Church, revealed in dealings and communings. The Song describes
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and delineates the features of
His Bride. It is written dialogue-wise. When the King speaks
He speaks of her. When the Church speaks she speaks of Him.
In the text she sets forth the goodness and powerful leadings of
Jesus, "The King hath brought me into His chambers." Here are
two precious subjects: "The King's Leading, and the King's Chambers.

I. THE KING's LEADING.
How important it is to know that Jesus is our King! The inquiry
is momentous: How does He become the King of those who by
nature and by practice are His enemies 1 This can be in no other way
than by right of conquest. Yes; if the Lord Jesus is our King, it
is because He has conquered for us, and in us. For us on Calvary's
tree, when He cried, "It is finished"; and in us when the arrow
of conviction brought us (His enemies) down to His feet to sue for
mercy (Psalm xiv. 5). The latter is the evidence of our interest in
the former. When our hearts are brought into subjecticm to King
Jesus, and we are made willing to submit to His Rule; when selt
is hllffibled and denied; when our minds and consciences are yielded
up to His direction; and we are taught to seek His face, to long
for His presence, to desire His love, to follow His steps, and to
hearken to His voice; then may we know that Jesus is indeed our
King, and His sweet name will be to us as ointment poured forth
(Sol. Song i. 3). The Church desires to follow her Lord with eagerness
as He gives the power and shows the way. Hor language is, "Draw
me, and we will run after Thee."
vVhat the Lord's people seek they find; wbat they ask they receive.
The Lord does lead them, and that in the right path, and in the
right direction.
"The King hath brought me into His chambers."
This bringing is according to the King's promise, as thus recorded:
"She shall be brought unto the King" (Psalm xlv. 14). It is also
according to the King's pU?]Jose, for He rleclares, "Other sheep I have
which are not of this fold, them also I must bring" (John x. 16).
The saints are led by the King's hand, upholding them, and directing
their feet (Isaiah xli. 13).
He also g1bides them with His eye
(Psalm xxxii. 8), looking out the right way for them. The fen?' of
God implanted in their hearts is a "fountain of life, to depart from
the snares of death" (Prov. xiii. 14). His Word becomes "a lamp
unto their feet, and a light unto their pa.th ,. (Psalm cxix. 105). Thus
~ T 2
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the King amply secures His Church, safely leads her, and accomplishes
His own purposes of grace. But, the way to His chambers is through
much tribulation (Acts xiv. 22). Through fire and water the wealthy'
place is entered (Psalm lxvi. 12). Nevertheless, the joy and the song
are theirs"While in afRiction's furnace,
And passing through the fire;
That love we praise which tries our ways,
And ever brings us nigher."
It is thus the Church is brought by a power not her own into-

n.

THE KING'S CHA~IBERS.

They are His chambers. Many seem to be deceived, for they talk
as if Giant Despair's castle were the House Beautiful. But true
pilgrims make no such mistakes. They know the difference between darkness and light, bondage and liberty, the dungeon and thebanquetting-house. The chambers of the King admit to the secret,
of His Presence, and, "He that dwelleth in the secret place of
the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty"
(Psalm xci. 1). These chambers are the glorious pavilion where His
own find refuge from the strife of tongues (Psalm xxvii. 5); they are
the desira1le courts of the Lord's house (Psalm lxv. 4), and the
sanctuary or holy hiding-place (Psalm lxiii. 2) where He is worshipped
and adored. VV'e will proceed to consider them in detail. The first to
be entered isi. The Chamber of Regeneration, where the New Birth is experienced.
as the King taught Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again" (John iii. 3).
Here life divine is received.
This chamber is referred to in the
striking passage (Song of Solomon viii. 4). The important question is,
Have we life divine? If we are born of the Spirit (John iii. 6) we shall
have spiritual needs. The dead do not need food, or clothing, or medicine,
or direction. The living do. The living breathe, the dead can do no such
thing. True prayer is the breathing forth of the soul to God in holy
longings, spiritual desires, and gracious wishes. Above all, where there
is life there is 7cnowZedge. When Lazarus was quickened to life in the
grave, he soon saw and felt where he was, and he soon found his way
to Jesus, led by His voice, even though bound hand and foot with
grave-clothes. He knew his Helper, Jehovah-Jesus, and the power of
His voice. "This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 'l'hou hast sent" (John xvii. 3).
Whereas" the dead know not anything" (Eccl. ix. 5), but the living
know something of the plague of their own hearts, and something 0
the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. The latter they learn inii. The Chamber of Justification, where two things are done for
living souls-they are cleansed in Christ's blood and clothed in Christ's
righteousness.
The sin is removed, the sonl is adorned, The filthy
garments, which are the cause of alienation, are taken away; and the
beautiful robe, which makes acceptable, is put on (Zech. iii. 4). Thus
sinners are made pure by blood, and meet for the palace of the King
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by being arrayed in the "raiment of needlework" (Psalm xlv. 14).
They are justified in the purpose of God as viewed in Christ from all
eternity, they experience the blessedness of justification when brought
into the enjoyment of the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins In
this chamber they sit and sing"How high a privilege 'tis to know
Our sins are all forgiven;
To bear about this pledge below,
This special grant of heaven,"
The justified one is brought next intoiii. The Chamber of Communion.
Now, the sweetest manifestations of the King's love are often vouchsafed, and the most important
lessons taught in the furnace of affiiction.
"He brings the third
part through the fire" (Zech. xiii. 9), and there instructs to profit.
Now, communion always signifies communications both ways. In this
<lhamber we pray, He answers; we bring our needs to Him, and He
supplies them. The desires of our hearts are breathed out into His
.sympatheti::l ear, and His love grants them. We ask and He gives.
Thus led, sooner or later, there is an entering intoiii. The Banqueting House (Song of Solomon ii. 4), and very pre<lious is the King's call into it, " Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye
to the waters, and he that hath no money j come ye, buy, and eat;
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price"
(Isaiah Iv. 1). Here is spread the feast of "fat things full of
marrow, wines on the lees well refined" (Isaiah xxv. 6), which form
the provision of the Gospel. Many are the figures used to describe
the rich abundance of this feast. In this chamber is found the
Paschal Lamb (1 Cor. v. 7), the Bread of Life (John vi. 35), milk
and honey (Solomon's Song iv. 11', the new wine of the kingdom
Matt. xxvi. 29), and the water of salvation (John IV. 14). Here
the happy guests eat the flesh of Christ and drink His blood (John
vi. 54).; feeding richly in the ordinances of the Lord's house upon
His Word (Jer. xv. 16).
v. The Chamber of Divine Pl'oviclence affords perpetual instruction
and delight to its blessed occupants. The gradual unfoldings of
the purposes of God are clearly seen here by the observant eye of
faith. Those who watch most closely discern most distinctly that"Each opening leaf and every stroke
Fulfil some deep design."
'The Lord's object in all His providential dealings is made known
as being the exaltation of His dear Son. Providential leadings of
every kind tend to make Jesus more needful and more precious.
All is sanctified "to the lifting of Jesus on high." Here the Lord
Jesus teaches us to "take no [over-anxious] thought for the morrow"
(Matt. vi. 34)-to "lean not to our own understanding" (Prov.
iii. 5)-to" wait for His appearing" (1 Thess. i. 10), to "labour not
for the meat that perisheth, but rather for that which endureth tG
.eternal life" (John vi. 27), c'seeking first the kingdom of God and
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His righteousness" (Matt. vi. 33). By outward dispensations as weH
as inward are humble souls led on into the mysteries ofvi. The Ohamber of Holy- Scripture, as they advance therein step
by step, the more glory do they behold. It is "line upon line" of
instruction, "precept upon precept" of direction, and "here a little
and thtJre a little" of the application of the exceeding great and
precious promises. In this chamber the Christian beholds the Law
fulfilled in Ohrist for him, and that he is heir to all the blessings of the
Gospel.
vii. There is also the Chamber of Peace, that large room "looking
toward the sunrising," in which the pilgrims found rest, entering by
faith into the peace of God, which is the work of righteousness
(Isaiah xxxii. 17), saints find the experience of reconciliation with God!
through Jesus Christ to be "a quiet dwelling-place, a peaceable
habitation" (Isaiah xxxii. 18).Here, too, in the end, the godly man
falls asleep (1 Cor. xv. 18), as it is written: "~fark the perfect man,
and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace"
(Psalm xxxvii. 37). Thus through the dark portal of death pilgrims
reachviii. The Chamber of Cilory, prepared for them in the Father's
house of many mansions (John xiv. 2), where they see the King in His
beauty, and their eyes behold the land that is very far off
(Isaiah xxxiii. 17). Who can imagine the happiness and blessedness
of the home-coming, when the saints are brought into the King's
palace of eternal light 1 In heaven they do always behold the
loveliness of the Lord Jesus Christ; and "in His presence there is
fulness of joy, and at His right hand there are pleasures for evermore'"
(Psalm xvi. 11).
Bath.
E. O.
HONEY IN THE WILDERNESS.
DEAR tried children of God, are you in trouble 1 "Call upon Me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.'~
Never would the Lord have been half so much glorified by His
dear saints on earth, but for deep trials, sorrow, affiiction, and
distress, into which they are often brought, that God may have theglory of their deliverance. Yes, beloved ones, think it not strange,.
yours is no new path; it is a very old and well·trodden path.
Poor saints who have been deprived of their earthly all will find
they have still their precious Christ, who remaineth faithful in the
worst of times, "Yesterday, to·day, and for ever." -Spiritual 11iagazine.
LET the world, however, regard God's dealings with them as they
may; let not God's children despise the chastening of the Lord,
nor faint when they are rebuked by Him. They at least should
know the meaning of His actings towards them, for they know Himself. The world may misunderstand His rebukes, or put unkind
construction upon them; they cannot, for they know that God is.
10ve.-Bona1'.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
UNIFOmUTY A~IIDST DIVERSITy-AN ILLUSTRATION.
"Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus CMist."PHILIPPIANS i. 6.
"My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasltre."ISAIAH xlvi. 10.
WE in England certainly have a very changeable climate.
The
Americans say that we have "no climate at all, only samples!'"
The weather is perpetually changing, and we very seldom have
two or three days in succession exactly alike.
:
Temperature also changes in the same manner; it changes from
day to day, and even at different times of the day, apparently in
a most fitful way, and it never seems to follow any order or rule.
Sometimes we have mild days in winter, when we are glad to·
open our windows and to put out our fires; and again we have·
cold days in summer, when we are constrained to close our
windows, and re-light our fires (unless we are rigid adherents to
certain rules respecting the matter); and at no period of the year
can we apparently be' quite certain as to what the temperature
will really be.
•
And yet I was much surprised recently, upon examining an
official record of the average daily temperature of our Islands
for the past fifty years, to observe that there has been during'
that period the most llerfect order in its gradations, and that.
there is no trace whatever in that record of the fluctuations with
which we are so familiar.
That official record shows that, beginning with the early part of
the month of January, when the daily average temperature is at
its lowest point, namely, thirty-six degrees, the average slowly
and steadily rises, without a single break or turn-back, through
all the following months, until it attains its maximum, namely,
sixty·three degrees, in the month of July; and that after retaining
that maximum for three days, it gradually and steadily falls until
it arrives again in the following January at its original lowest
point.
The fluctuations which occurred during those fifty years must
have been numerous and great, but they have left no trace
behind them in those averages. According to the length of the
daily duration of sunlight, whether that sunlight was obscured by
clouds or not, whether a cold north-easterly wind was blowing, or
a warm south-westerly wind, whether the atmosphere was dry, or
reeking with moisture, the temperature was gradually raised or
lowered in the most uniform and unchanging order. It seems
almost impossible that it should have been so, but it has been so;
and there has in this respect been perfect uniformity amidst
continual apparent diversity, and perfect order amidst an apparent
utter lack of order.
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May we not use this fact as an illustration of some important
religious truths 1 For example, as applyingI.-To THE "WORK OF GOD IN A BELIEVER'S HEART. How often does
that work appear to make little or no progress. Perhaps, it temporarily
Seems to make a little advance, but soon it seems to go back again.
The believer changes in his apparent condition and in his feelings from
day to day, and perhaps even during different hours of the day.
At one time his whole soul is filled with a sense of Divine love, and his
heart is so warmed under it, that he abounds in joy, and hope, and
peace j but at another time he loses that sense of love, he cannot
Tealize his interest in the covenants and promises, and his heart
becomes hard and cold, and his joy and hope and peace depart. This
may not be the case with all believers, but in all probability it is the
case with the great majority of them. They vary like the temperature,
from day to day, and perhaps are apt to give way to doubt and
deRpondency on account of that variation, because they cannot perceive
in themselves any steady advance in spiritual things, or decided
growth in grace, or evidence that the Divine work in them is really
making progress.
But let such be cheered and encouraged by the thought that if the
work be of God it will certainly not come to nought. "He that hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ"; and then it will be perfected. Amidst the changes and fluctuations of the believer's life and experience, whilst sometimes his sky is
clear, and at other times it is obscured, whilst sometimes he seems to be
warmed by a soft southern breeze of heavenly favour, and at other
times to be chilled by an arctic tempest of temptations, trials, doubts,
and fears, all the while the bright sunshine of his Father's countenance
does not fail to rest upon him, although he does not always perceive it;
and Divine power influences his heart and lIfe, maintaining and
carrying on the work of grace within him, in spite of ups and downs,
failures and backslidings, human infirmities and weaknesses, and all
the opposing efforts of spiritual foes.
And this is the case with all the Lord's dear people. "They go from
strength to strength," until at last" everyone of them in Zion appeareth
before God." It shall be said, as a modern "Titer has expressed it,
that "no one has perished by the way, none been devoured by wild
beasts, none cut off by wandering banditti, none become faint-hearted
and turned back. The whole bands are assembled, young and old, weak
"and strong; all answer to their names, and testify to the goodness of
the Lord in bearing them up, and bringing them through, in affording
them rest and yielding them pleasure. So shall it ever be with true
spiritual pilgrims. The grace of God will al ways prove sufficient to
preserve them, safe and blameless, to His heavenly kingdom and
glory j troubles shall not overwhelm them, temptations not wholly
overcome them, spiritual enemies shall not destroy them. They are
'kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation, ready to be
revealed in the last time.' Their names are written in the Lamb's
book of life, and the Lamb Himself shall see to it. that each of them
is found in the day of account. Then shall He be able to say, 'Those
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whom Thou hast given Me I have kept, and none of them is lost;'
, They are all here before God.'''
Take courage then, desponding brother, if any such should read
these lines.
Again, we may use the fact as an illustration ofn.-THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE DIVINE PURPOSES.-We know, in
some measure, what those purposes are. 1." The kingdoms of this
world are to become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ."
(Rev. xi. 15). "He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under
His feet" (1 Cor. xv. 25).
"In all things He is to have the
pre.eminence" (Col. i. 18). "At" [or "in" R.V.] His name every
knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth," and "every tongue" shall "confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Phil. ii. 10, 11).
2. The abolition of evil,
"He will gather out of His kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity" (Matt. xiii. 41). He
will make an end of sin, and bring in an everlasting righteousness"
(Dan. ix. 24).
3. The establishment of an everlasting peace.
"Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no
«Jnd ,- (Isaiah ix. 7). The nations shall "beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more"
(Isaiah ii. 4). Death is to be " swallowed up in victory"; and there is
to be "no more pain, neither sorrow, nor crying."
All this seems to be very far from accomplishment.
Centuries
have passed away since the first announcement of these purpose'>
was made, and yet, looking attentively at the world around us, there
are very few signs that they are approaching their consummation.
Light has come into the world, but it has been repeatedly eclipsed
in darkness.
The Gospel has been widely preached, but its real
;progress has ebbed and flowed like the daily tides. Christianity has
had wonderful effects at certain times and in various lands, but it
has not had an unchecked and an allconquering progress. Mahommedanism, Paganism, and Romanism still wield a mighty influence
over the human race. Satan is still apparently to a very great extent
the "god of this world;" and the kingdoms of this world are his
,kingdoms, rather than "the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
-Christ." Error is widespread in various forms, iniquity abounds,
.and ungodliness is everywhere.
We hear of national desires for
peace, and a great "Peace Conference" is held, and delegates attend
it from all the chief nations, and they speak strongly of the
desirableness of peace, and they discuss terms for it; and yet
immediately afterwards we hear that those very nations are making
more extensive preparations for war, and notwithstanding the frightful
deadliness of modern arm9,ments, they show as ready a disposition to
,engage in it as they ever did. Universal brotherhood, goodwill, and
Feace seem to be dreams which can never be fulfilled. Death also still
reigns as actively as ever, and pain and sorrow are but little abated.
And yet, nevertheless, these purposes will be fulfilled, and all things
.are tending towards it. The daily changes in the world, the vicissitudes
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of nations, the arising of ne\v forms of error, the manifestation of
fresh antagonism to the Divine will, the attacks upon God's Word,
and attempts to discredit it, will make no difference, and be no real
hindrance. Slowly-and as it seems to us, very slowly-silently and
secretly, little by little, step by step, the Divine plans are beingdeveloped, and the power of Omnipotence is being exerted for their
accomplishment, and the results of that accomplishment will probably
astonish the universe.
The day is coming when the Saviour's prophetic utterance shall beliterally fulfilled, "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven;"
when the Lord Jesus shall manifest supreme authority, and reign
over the whole earth; when the" earth shall be filled with the knowledge of His glory; i, when "the loftiness of men shall be bowed..
down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low, and
the Lord alone shall then be exalted;" when He shall " have
dominion from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth; ,.
when "all kings shall bow down before Him, and all nations shall
serve Him;" when there shall be "one Lord and His name one; ".
and when it shall please the Father by Him to "reconcile all things
to Himself "-all things-" whether they be things in earth, or things.
in heaven;" and when the Son, having put down all other rule and..
authority and power, shall deliver up His kingdom to God, even the
Father, and be Himself subject to Him, "that God may be all in all."·
Let us meditate, beloved, afresh on this.
" Deep in unfathomable min('s
Of never-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works HiB sovereign will.
" His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitt€r taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
Similarly, we may use the fact which we have mentioned as an
illustration of the fulfilment ofIII.-THF. LORD'S ASSURANCES RESPECTING HIS PEOPLE. What a.
high destiny is theirs! They are to rule and have power over the
nations; they are "to execute punishment and judgment upon the·
heathen; " and this honour is to be conferred on all God's saints; they
are to "judge angels;" they are to share the Redeemer's throne, and
to be made partakers of His glory. But there are no signs at present
of this being fulfilled. Believers are not numbered, generally speaking,
amongst the great ones of the earth, or those who come to the front.
and publicly wield authority; they are rather amongst the retiring,
the lowly, the apparently uninfluential, and the poor. It is still true
that "not many mighty, not many noble, are called." There have·
been times when there seemed to be some exceptions to this rule, but
those exceptions were few and temporary. How often are believers
"despised," as their Master was, "and rejected of men;" and how
frequently are shame and rebuke their common portion. How ready
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the world is to take up a complaint against them, and magnify and
laugh at their infirmities and faults! How keenly are they watched,
and how unkindly are they criticised! But all this will be altered byand-by. For their" shame" they shall have a "double" recompense,
and "for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion; " their weakness.
shall be turned into strength, and their apparent foolishness into
wisdom; the" rebuke" which they experience, and which they often
feel keenly, although perhaps they do not often show it, shall be " taken
away from off the whole earth;" and it is declared that "all that see
them shall acknowledge that they are the seed which the Lord hath.
blessed."
Everlasting happiness is also to be their portion. They are to·
come with singing unto Zion, everlasting joy is to be upon their heads,.
and" sorrow and sighing shall flee away." There will be.. No sighs to mingle with the songs
Which warble from immortal tongues."
How impossible this seems amidst the sorrows of this" vale of tei'lTS " t
Here, indeed, we have some bright sunshiny days, but how soon they
are followed by dark ones! and although the heart sometimes is filled
with joy, how transient is that joy, and how readily it is changed to
grief!
They are also to be presented "faultless" before the presence of the
Divine glory. "How can this be," we ask, "when everyone of them is.marked by some fault or faults, and in some cases, perhaps, by many
and apparently incurable faults 1" This faultlessness can only really
be produced by the comeliness which is put upon them, the perfection
of their Beloved j but who can say what wonders Divine grace may
work in them, unrler the all-prevailing influences of the Holy Spirit,
subduing the flesh, correcting human weaknesses, transforming the
mind, and ripening belie,crs for eternal glory 1 Are we not told that
they shall be "a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal
diadem in the hand of their God" 1 Is it not said that. they shall be
"as the stones of a crown "--marvellously bright, precious, and
glorious-" lifted up as an ensign upon Immanuel's land" 1 Is not
their Master to be "admired in them," because they will reflect His
likeness 1
All this may seem to be impossible, and yet it is coming nevertheless. Slowly and yet snrely, silently and yet certainly, in spite of
apparently insuperable obstaCles and seeming impossibilities, like the
working of leaven in a quantity of meal, like the rising of the tide on
the ocean's shore, like the breaking of the light at the dawning of the
day, all things are working towards it, because it is in accordance with
the promises, the will, and the purposes of the Most High. " Hath
He said, and shall He not do it 1 Hath He spoken, and shall He not
malee it good 1"
D. A. D.
THE Scriptures teach us the best way of living, the noblest way
of suffering, and the most comfortable way of dying.

r -

596

The Gospel Magazine.
THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE, M.A.
(Ooncluded from page 545.)

precious extracts from Mr. RmfAINE'S letters to the Rev.
WILLIAM TANDEY, Minister-in-charge of Mary-Ie-port, Bristol-quoted
by us last month (page 544)-were carefully preserved by Mr. TANDEY,
ill memory of his distinguished friend, who pre-deceased him by about
thirty-seven years. ~\s we have already remarked, Mr. ROMAIKE'S
published correspondence contains many references to his ministrations
at Mary-Ie-port.
In one of his communications he writes :-" It is
our year to visit my sister at Tiverton, to whom we go the beginning
of July; afterwards, I have taken the care of Mary-port Church, ill
Bristol, for four Sundays. After which I hope God will open a way
for ns to see our friends at P., and to help one another forward in
the best things-which will be (if all things favour) in October, and of
which I shall inform you again and again in the course of the
summer. May our hearts meet often in the centre of union." It
will, we know, interest many of onr readers to see a representation of the quaint old pulpit of the Bristol Church in whieh
ROMAINE used to preach" the glorious Gospel of the blessed God." *'
The foundation of the building dates as far back as 1170, and
among the parish documents, still preserved, are some hundreds
of years old, records of pre-Reformation times.t This church, for
THE

• Our veneration for the memory of God's faithful s~rvant and his ministerial association with our Church at Bristol has led to our giving, as a
frontispiece, this month, a drawing of the antique \pulpit ocoupied by
Mr. ROMAINE when preaching the Word of Truth at Mary-le-Port. Many
eminem divines proolaimed the Gospel in days gone by in the sltme pulpit, among
them (we believe) the Rev. THOMAS SCOTT (the Commentator), also the Rev.
T. T. BIDDULPH, the Rev. 'lHOMAS URIli:FIELD (the hymn writer), the Rev.
W. B. MACKENZIE (afterwards Vicar of St. James's, Holloway), the Rev.
DUNCKLEY THOMAS, the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, the Rev. S. A. WALKER (twentytwo years Rector), the Rev. WILLIAM ROLLESTON, &c. vVe may add that some
probability exists that the carving on the pulpit is the work of GRINLING
GIBBONS.
VVILLIAM BARRETT, F.S.A., in his learned History and Antiquities of the
Oity of Bristol, has an interesting chapter on the Church of St. Mary-le-port.
It had most probably, he says, WILLIAM EARL of GLOUCESTER for its founder,
"for he is expressly said about 1170, in the time of HENRY the 8~:COND, to have
granted and confirmed this church to the Priory of Keynsham, for the sustentation of the canons there, as appears in the recital of KING EDWARD the ::lECOND
and dated 5th January, 1318, confirming that donation. In the Lincoln
manuscript, 1291, is the valuation of this Rectory thus, ; Ecclesia Beat<e Mari~
portus Abbati Keynsham, 20s.''' BARRETT continues: "There were many
chapels in this church. PHILLIS HOLLOWAY, in 1417, gave £:20 by will to found
a ohapel for a priest to pray for her soul. Mr. JOHN. INHYNG, 1547 by will
gave fifteen shops and a rack in Bear Lane in Temple Street, and a house there,
for Mass to be celebrated 101' ever on Valentine's Day in the chapel of St.
Katherine. alJd that eight priests should attend the celebration, each to have 4d.
JOHN NEWMAN settled the rent of his tenement in the Shambles for another
Mass." These superstitious Papal chauntries, happily, were all suppressed by Act
of Parliament in 1546, and they were given to KIl'G HENRY VIII. A paragraph
appears in Evan.s's Chronological OllJline 6f Ihe Hi-story of Bristol to the
follo,ving effect :-" 1658. October. A lecture having been set up without
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probably a hundred and fifty years, has enjoyed the privilege of
an Evangelical ministry.
'fhe traditions of the congregation show
it to have been composed of a truth-loving people (largely extraparoehial), from generation to generation.
ROMAINE, in a letter
dated Brislington, September 24th, 1791-that is, about four years
prior to his death-touches incidentally on this point. He writes
thus of God's dealings with him at Bristol and Mary.le.port:"He surrounds me with His lovingkindness-the family-the place
-the weather-Bristol friends-Bristol congregations."
But God's deal' servant knew how to "endure hardness" as a good
soldier of Christ, in his London ministry. No small opposition was
sometimes manifested towards him in the discharge of his sacred
calling by the enemies of the pure Gospel of the grace of God. Mention
has been made of the various "lectureships" held by him in the
Metropolis. These" lectureships" were endowed, and were not infrequently attached to churches where the stated ministry was by no
means Evangelical. Such plain, faithful teaching as Mr. ROMAINE
enforced, therefore, served to call forth the bitterest enmity of
unspiritual minds, and sometimes this took very practical shape.
Divine grace, however, enabled him to "endure all things" for the
elect's sake, and God always interposed-in His own time-for His
witnessing servant.
One out of many instances may be cited. In 1749 Mr. ROMAINE
"as chosen" lecturer" of the Church of St. Dunstan's-in-the·vYest,
Fleet Street.
"The Rector, who had for a long while viewed
Mr. ROMAINE with a jealous eye, for the large congregations which
usually attended him, thought fit at last to dispute with him the right
of the pulpit, and assumed the right of filling it during the time of
prayers, in order to exclude him from it. This affair became at last so
serious that it was carried into the Court of the King's Bench, in 1762,
where LORD MANSFIELD'S decision was, that he should retain Dr.
WHITE'S lectureship, with the old salary of £18 a-year, to be exercised
at seven in the evening. The Churchwardens then refused to let the
Church be opened till that hour, and to light it when there was
occasion, so that our divine frequently read prayers and preached by
the light of a single candle, which he held in his own hand, the church
doors remaining shut until the precise time fixed by the law for
authority in St. Maryport Church, at seven in the morning of Sundays, the
churchwardens were ordered not to suffer the bells to be rung nor the doors
opened, nor anyone to preach, without further order from the Mttyor and Aldermen" (page 353). This peremptory act, it should be noted, occurred in the month
next ensuing on the dettth of OLIVER CROMWELL. The Rector of Mary-le-port,
during the entire period of the Commonwettlth, was the Rev. EOWARD ALMAN,
who appears to have "conformed," at the Restoration, as he continued in
charge of the parish till 1664. It may be here mentioned thttt, between the
years 1272 and 1901, namely, a period of 629 years, the Rectors of Mary-Ie-port
have numbered 38. Thus, the average tenure of each yields about 16~ years;
though, as a matter of fact, one Rector held the charge for one year only,
while others are credited with 40, 43, 57, and 63 years respectively. Through
the spuing mercy of the Lord, the writer has ministered at Mal'Y.le-port for
21 years.
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the delivering of the lecture, the congregation all the while waiting in the
street." Now let the reader note the interfering hand of Him to whom
dear ROMAINE entrusted his cross. "It was in this situation of things
one evening that Dr. TERRICK, the then Bishop of London, who had
been Mr. ROMAINE'S predecessor in the lectureship, happening to pass
by, inquired among the crowd the cause of the meeting; and being
informed it was the audience of Dr. WHITE'S lecture, delivered by Mr.
ROMAINE, who were in this predicament, he considered the circumstance, and immediately undertook to interfere with the Rector and
the parish, and obtained for him and his hearers the use of the church,
for prayers to begin at six o'clock, and proper lights to be provided
for the winter season. These measures settled the dispute, and he
remained quietly in the exercise of his ministry there until his latter
end." Persistent opposition was also manifested towards him when, in
1764, he was chosen to the Rectory of Blackfriars, legal proceedings in
the Court of Chancery being resorted to, thus delaying his induction
till 1766 (the year which saw issued the first number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE). Writing shortly after this event, to a brother clergyman
to whom he had given a title for orders, he thus refers to the incident ;"In this whole affair I have desired simply to follow what was right,
~nd to aim at the Divine glory, and if I know my own heart (which is
not easily known), my eye is single to your coming to me. . . . I would
have my Church a nursery, where such as you may grow till you are
fit to be planted out, and when fit, I would not keep you a day, but
rather use my interest to provide some preferment for you. This is my
plan, my title, and my pulpit, and what I have in consequence of the
Lord's sending me to Blackfriars. I have them for the Lord, and I
beg grace of Him that I may employ them so as shall be most for
His glory. May the Lord the Spirit unite your heart to me as mine
to you, and may we be taught to love one another."
His preaching was the fruit of diligent, prayerful, painstaking study
of the Scriptures. "His Bible," says one, "was his companion both
in travel and at home, and regularly read through every year.
He lived more with God than with men, and to know his real
history, or the best part of it, it would be requisite to know
what passed between God and his own soul.
Much of this
has been brought to light in his L~fe, Walk, and T1'iumph of Faith.
In nothing was he more to be commended than in the management of
. his time. His hour of breakfast was six, his dinner hour half-past one,
and supper-time seven. His family were gathered for worship daily at
nine in the morning and at the same hour in the evening. His Hebrew
Psalter was his constant companion at breakfast. Each hour of the
day was systematically occupied, and thus he got through an enormous
. ~mount of pastoral work. His chief means of health were rule and
temperance, which, no doubt, largely contributed to preserve the
soundness of his mind and the prosperity of his soul till he attained
the ripe age of fourscore years. The Rev. W. B. CADoGAN,in his
biography of God's aged servant, remarks that during the last ten years
of his life his conversation and pre:1Ching were singularly heavenly. The
hoary head was found in the way of righteousness, and it was indeed
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'rhere appeared to be little but heaven in his
sermons. "There was a light upon his countenance, and particularly
when he preached, which appeared like the dawn, or the faint
resemblance of glory. If one met him by the way, and asked him how
he did, his general answer was, 'As well as I can be out of heaven.'
He made this reply a little before his death, to a friend and acquaintance older than himself, and of a different communion; and then
added, ' There is but one central point, in which we must all meet,
..J esus Christ. and Him crucified.' This was the object which he kept
always in sight-this the subject which dwelt upon his heart and
tongue-the wonderful God-Man. whom, according to his own
·expressions, he had taken for body and for soul, for time. and for
eternity, his present and his everlasting All." He continued abundant
in pastoral labours to the end of his days. His faith in God wavered
not when flesh and blood gave evidence of failure.
His fatal illness seized him on Saturday, June 6th, 1795. His last
ermon was preached at St. Dunstan's-in-the-West on the previous Thurs-day, and consisted of an exposition of the eighteenth chapter of St. John's
Gospel. His concluding sermon at Blackfriars was on the preceding Tues-day morning, when he took for his text Psalm ciii. 13, "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." A:,;
BISHOP RYLE has remarked, "This fine old servant of Christ, at the
.age of eighty-one, was evidently preaching at least three days in every
week! " From the moment he was seized with his last illness, he
Donsidered it to be his last, and, during the seven weeks of its continuance, he never entered his loved pulpit again. Humbly using all the
means his physician prescribed, he yet calmly looked for his Redeemer'!:)
call to rest. On one occasion, addressing his medical attendant, he
said, "You are taking much pains to prop up this feeble body; I
thank you for it; it will not do now." Close by him Jay his Hebrew
Psalter, out of which he frequently read a verse or two, not being able
to attend to more. He was able to speak but little, and being onc~
asked if he would see some of his friends, he replied, "I need no
better company than I enjoy." He was often saying, "How good is
God! What comforts does He give me! What a prospect do I see
before me of glory l1nd immortality! He is my God in life, in death,
and throughout eternity." On the 23rd of July, as he sat at breakfast,
he said, "It is now nearly sixty years since God opened my mouth to
publish the everlasting sufficiency and eternal glory of the salvation in
Christ Jesus; and it has now pleased Him to shut my mouth, that
my heart might feel and experience what my mouth has so often
spoken." On the 24th, after requesting that prayer might be made
for him, that his faith and patience might not fail, he spoke with
great affection of his wife, thanking her for all her care of him, and
bidding her to him, said, "Come, my love, that I may bless yon; the
Lord be with you a Covenant God for ever, to bless and save you!"
On Saturday, July 25th, he was unable to get down stairs, and lay
all day on a couch, in great weakness of body, but strong in faith,
giving glory to God. Towards the close of the day some thought they
heard him say, "ThoughT walk through the valley of the shadow of
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death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me." It was his last day
on earth. About an hour before his ransomed spirit was setfre e
from its frail clay tenement, Mr. WHITRIDGE, of Balham Hall,-who
had some twelve days previously taken the revered aged sufferer
under his hospitable roof,-said to him, "I hope, my dear sir, you now
find the salvation of Jesus Christ precious, dear, and vaulable to you."
His answer was, "He is a precious Saviour to me now." These were
the last words he spoke to man. To his adorable Lord and Saviour he
was heard to say, "HOLY! HOLY! HOLY! BLESSED JESUS! To THEE
BE ENDLESS PRAISE!" His happy spirit passed away in the first hoUl'
of the Lord's Day, but his sacred memory remains to the living
family ef God on earth, fresh, grateful, and fragrant, although a
hU!1dred and five years have sped their course since he fell asleep in
the Lord.
WILLIANI ROMAINE was a steadfast, uncompromising, powerful
witness for the whole counsel of God. His life was unsullie3., and
his great gifts and sound scholarship were richly sanctified and made
meet for his Master's use. Amidst every mark of Christian affection
and public respect, his mortal dust was laid to rest in the rectory
vault, Blackfriars Church, on August 3rd, 1795. Fifty mourning
coaches followed the hearse, and large numbers of mourners on foot.
The procession was headed by the City Marshal on horseback, by
order of the Lord Mayor, as a token of his regard. "The memory of
the just is blessed."
'l'HE EDITOR.
THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE RIGH'l'EOUS.

" A tflietion cmneth not of the dust."-JOB v. 6.
NOT from the dust they rise;
These dread afflictions,
Wrapt thus in dark disguise,
Are Benedictions.

Lost Daniel aught of good
When cast to die?
Can God His word forget?
God cannot lie !

No error marks the Hand
That holds this scale;
But infinite knowledge of the
frame,
Or strong or frail.

Or the three worthies thrown
To fiercest flame,
Walking the burnin~ coal,
Lost aught but chain?

No hap, no hazard, but
One grand design;
One plan in wisdom laid,
Line upon line.
Not willingly does God afflict,
But from stern cause;
Man wins pure gold by fire,
He gains by loss.
May 4th, 1901.

Bolt thou thy closet door,
And vent thy pain;
Take hold of God and plead
In Jesus' name.
Heaven has no will to break
The bruised reed;
ReI!!!;..mber, Jesus said, "1YIy
flesh
Is meat indeed."
THOMAS BURBERRY.

As a pearl needs no painting, so ocuth wants no decorations.
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THE SECRET OF VICTORY:--"JEHOVAH-NISSI."
(EXODUS xvii. 8-16.)

\
By

C. Y.

BLISS,

M.D.

THE early experiences of Israel in the wilderness were a rapid
succe-ssion of blessings. From, and including, the crossing of the
Red Sea, recorded in the 14th chapter, to their victory over Amalek,
of which our text speaks, there were accorded in quick succession
seven distinct and marked manifestations of God's tenderness and
favour towards them. 'l'hese were, after the crossing of the Red
Sea, the healing of the waters of Marah; the sweet rest granted at
Elim; the provision for their hunger; first by the gift of the quails,
and then by that, of the mar,na; next, the smiting of the rock in
Horeb, and the gushing forth of the waters for their thirst; and,
finally, the signal victory secured in the conflict with Amalek at
Rephidim. It was as though God hastened to show to His Covenant
people, as soon as they had entered the wilderness and become
dependent upon Himself, how ready He was, in love and tenderness,
to sustain their weakness, and supply their need: the desert journey
was no sooner begun than it furnished repeated occasions for the
revelation of Himself. So says a sweet verse-

"In the desert God will teach thee
What the God that thou hast fouudPatient, gracious, powerful, holy,
All His grace shall there abound."
And this is how God Himself delights to represent it in His Word:
"The Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance.
He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness;
He led him about, He illstructed him, He kept him as the apple of
His eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her
young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on
her wings; so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange
god with him" (Deut. xxxii. 9-12).
But blessings given are, as every experienced believer knows, often
the occasions of special trials; indeed, oftentimes the very moment
of blessing is selected by the enemy of our souls as the appropriate
season of his fiercest assaults. It was at the hour when Jesus returned
from Jordan, "being full of the Holy Ghost," that He " was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness," to be tempted of the Devil. The day of
Hezekiah's joy, after he was recovered of his sickness, was that of his
grievous failure in showing all that was in his house to the ambassadors of the king of Babylon. With us, the sunshine of prosperity
often induces an easy attitude of soul that lays us specially open to
temptation and danger. So is it in the incident of our text: "Then
came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim." No sooner had
the streams which gushed from Horeb satisfied the peqple's need, and
provided them with a well in the desert, resting by which they might
forget somewhat of the toils and needs of the way (for the name
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"Rephidim" mea.ns "resting-places "), than the fierce tribes, whO'
viewed the desert as a possession peculiar to themselves, came forth to·
contest the ownership of the '\aters. This seems to be implied by the
word "then" in verse 8. A well in the desert was always apt to be
an object of jealousy and strife, and gushing streams so abundant as to
be sufficient· to supply the needs of the hosts of Israel, must have
a.ppeared in the eyes of Amalek a possession of incomparable value,
well worth fighting for. Let us not forget this. Our brightest blessings may coincide with, nay, attract, the darkest temptations. W' e
need grace to use blessings when given, as much as we do to teach us·
how to pray for them when needed.
But if blessings are often the occasion of special trials, trials, on
the other hand, often bring out special blessings: seasons of sorest
temptation may lead us closer to the Source of our strength than we·
are at other times. "When I am weak," said. the Apostle, "then am.
I strong;" but, as he was always weak, his words must surely mean,.
"When I am consciously weak, then do I realize the strength bid
up for me in my Lord j " and of this principle, also, is our text a
striking illustration. It may have been: a bitter disappointment, a
grievous trial, for Israel, refreshed by the waters of Horeb, to see the
hosts of Amalek rushing forward to dispute the possession of their
new-found blessing, and they may have been ready, murmuringly, to
cry, "How is it that the Lord, who has given us these waters, cannot·
shield us from the attacks of our enemies too 1" The sunshine of
their blessing W:lS soon shaded by dark clouds of conflict; but those·
dark clouds which they dreaded were, as the old hymn so beautifully'
says, "big with mercy," and were ready to break in fresh blessings.
on their heads. If there had been no Horeb refreshment, or Rephidim
rest, there would have been no conflict with Amalek; but if there had
been no conflict with Amalek, there could have been no revelation of'
God in that new and bright relation of His grace and goodness
expressed by the words "Jehovah-nissi" j no altar of deliverance, and
no banner of victory for the people of the Lord.
VV'e cannot doubt that the scene set before us is rich in spiritual
significance, and that it furnishes a bright example of the words,
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 'l'l"ritten for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4). Let us try to interpret its meaning,
not forgetting, reverently and cautiously to avoid the mistake toofrequently made of forcing a typical meaning upon all Old Testament
incidents, and allowing fancy to supply the place of sober interpretation. That it is permissible to regard our text as a case of
truth taught by illustrative example is clear from the words or
1 Corinthians x. 6, where, spaaking of Israel, the Apostle says, "In
these thin;:> [that is, their wilderness history] they became figures of
us" (see R.V.). On the principle, therefore, of comparing Scripture
with Scripture, so that it may become self-ex.pository, let us seek the
divin~ les~~)ll set before us.
The following points present themselves.
for notice:1. Amalek: a people who, in their evil, their hostility to God and
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His people, and their recorded doom, may well illustrate the fierce
spiritual foes we have to meet in passing along the road that leads
to our eternal rest.
, n. 'rhe peculiar weakness and liability to attack of Israel in'
the wilderness.
Ill. The means of their deliverance-the action of Diyin8
governmental power sustained by priestly ministry.
IV. The secret of thp,ir victory: the altar inscribed with that
blessed title of triumph "Jehovah-nissi," the Lord is my Banner.
I.-AmaZek: the bitte?' fo~ of Israel. The Amalekites are here
mentioned for the first time as a nation, except at Genesis xiv. 7,
and Genesis xXXYi. 12; from which passages it would appeal'
that they were the descendants of Amalek, the grandson of
Esau.
This makes it abundantly clear why they were inspired
with such deep hatred towards Israel.
Their pre-eminence in
all that distinguishes man apart from the blessing of God is
recognisei by the words of Balaam (Numbers xxxiv. 20); "Amalek
was the first of the nations; but his latter end sh3.ll be that he
perish for ever." Being the predominating people in the peninsula
of Sinai, they appear to have attacked Israel as soon as possible
after they crossed the Red Sea, with the most cruel pertinacity.
"Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye
were come forth out of Egypt; how he met thee by the way, and
smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind
thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God "
(Deut. xxv. ] 7-18). Our text records what was apparently the
first organised attack in force upon the armies of Israel; after
which the Amalekites are not mentioned again until, in conjunction
with the Canaanites, they attacked the Israelities on the borders
of Canaan at Hormah (Numb. xiv. 45). Then we find them, first,
in league with the Moabites (Judges iii. 13), and afterwards with
tbe Midianites (Judges vi. 3), assaulting Israel when settled in their
land. Saul, shortly after his elevation to the kingdom, attacked
and overthrew them utterly (1 Sam. xv.), but their final destruction
was not accomplished until David made war upon them shortly
before his accession to the throne (1 Sam. xxx.), when the nation
was practically exterminated-a solemn history of inveterate evil,
and of just but awful judgment.
I will not now pause to draw all the lessons that might be learned from
this portion of the subject. I would only remind you that, although
now we, the people of God, wrestle not against flesh and blood, we
do wrestle against principalities and powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against 'll"icked spirits in high places
(Eph. vi. 12), and that this conflict is one to which we are daily
exposed, and this hostility one which will follow us up to the very
last step of our wilderness journey. Doubtless, we are all very apt
to forget this-a fact which is in itself a remarkable illustration 0
the guile ani craft of onr adversary, whose constant plan of assault
is to conceal his personitlity, and to attack covertly rather than by
obvious methods.
He hates us with a bitter hatred. Th) world
2 U 2
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hated Christ because the Devil, whose children the Lord Himself
i!aid they were (John viii. 44), hated Him first; and, if we belong to
that Blessed One, we must be prepared for all the hatred and
malignity that the ellemy can inflict upon us also. There is, however, one point in which our text suggests an important truth-yet
less by way of Ilimilarity than contrast-Amalek's methods were
those of open violence; Satan's are those of insidious guile. vYe are
told in Scripture (Eph. vi. 11) that what we have especially to
resist are "the wiles of the Devil," and doubtless it is his craft that
is most to be feared. It was craft, not violence, by which he assailed
our blessed Lord in the history of the temptations recorded after His
baptism; and it is craft still, wooing our souls to give up God in
unbelief, that is the most dangerous attack to which we are open.
This is why it is written, "Whom resist, stedfast in faith"
(1 Peter v. 9); "Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you"
(James iv. 7). These words-let us observe it-imply effort; "resist"
is the very opposite of that "quietism" which some suggest as the
best method of meeting temptation. We must learn how to be " stedfast in faith," and, at the same moment, how to resist the power of
the Evil One. By faith, we cling close to Him who giveth us the
victory, and, by His strength infused into us, we attain that victory.
Spiritual trust must be coincident with, and certainly is not inconsist,ent
with, spiritual action. And so we learn not merely to see the Lord
fight for us, but to fight under His leadership, and to prove practically
the meaning of the words, "Jehovah-nissi," the Lord is my banner.
n. The peculiar weakness and liability to attack of Israel in the
wilderness.
It is difficult for us, perhaps, to realize what a strange aspect
Israel must have presented, when they marched out of Egypt and
entered the wilderness, to the eyes of the nations around them.
They were simply a horde of fugitives, a nation of escaped slaves,
a mass of people unorganized, untrained to act together, encumbered
with women, children, and cattle, and knowing nothing of the country
into which they marched. No doubt, the trained soldiers of Pharaoh,
and the warlike inhabitants of the desert, looked upon them with
contempt, and saw in their very numbers a weakness which they
hoped would give them an easy victory.
Everything seemed in
favour of the enemy, and everything seemed to be against the
~ause of Israel: if God be left out of the question, it is impossible
to conceive how they could ever have hoped to have escaped from
Egypt, to have crossed the desert, and to have possessed the land
of Canaan. But the presence of God in their midst just made all
the difference. Their victories were won in such a way as to impress
even their enemies with the conviction that success was due, not
to their courage in war, or skill in organization, but to the fact
that God was on their side. 'fhe words of Rah'3,b, for instance,
:show this: "For we have heard how the Lord dried up the
water of the Red Sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt: and
what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on
the other side Jordan,. Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.
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And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt,
neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because
of you: for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and
in earth beneath" (Joshua ii. 10).
Now, this is true of us also, as pilgrims on our way to the
heavenly Canaan.
"For we which have believed are .entering
[that is, "are engaged in entering"] into rest" (Hebrews iv. 3).
If we look around us, within us, beneath us, we see that all things
are against us.
Satan and the hosts of hell are our foes, and,
as he is "the god of this world," the men of the world, the
principles of the world, the arrangements of the world, all these
things stand in hostile array against us on evcry side. How can
we force our way through ~ Lambs are not more defenceless in the
midst of wolves than is the pilgrim Church of God amidst the foes
which would fain bar her out of her heavenly rest. Let us seek to
realize this. vVe cannot turn to any arm of power, to any source
of deliverance, apart from Him who is our one Source of strength
and salvation. There is no one who can lead us to victory except
" J ehovah-nissi," but He has said, "Fear not, little flock, for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom" (Luke xii. 32);
and, in the confidence of those words, we go onwards through seas
of trouble, through floods of opposition, through conflicts innumerable, in the full assurance that in His strength we shall come at
last to the rest that remaineth for the people of God.
Ill. We come now to consider the means of Israel's deliverance in
the conflict with Arnalek, and it is round this point that what perhaps
may be regarded as the chief interest of the holy figurative scene
circles. 'Ne shall seek to interpret the lesson set before us very
simply, but. in the expectation that we shall all find it to be one of
peculiar beauty and comfort.
It was Joshua, not Moses, who led Israel forth to battle that dayJoshua, who throughout the Book of Joshua, appears as the visible
counterpart of that "Captain of the Lord's host" who, though
invisible except to the eye of faith, was really the Leader of the
armies of Israel. But, if Joshua may be regarded here as the ·type
of the Lord going forth to battle at the head of His people, teaching
their hands to war, and their fingers to fight, what shall we say of
the remarkable relation of Moses and Aaron to this conflict? Surely,
Moses on the hill stretching forth the rod of God, his hands supported by Aaron and Hur, is a figure designed to teach us of the
One who stands for us above, wielding on our behalf the sceptre of
that power which controlleth all thiflgs; whose strength and faithfulness are engaged to deliver His people unto "the going down of
the sun" of their day of conflict; and who combines in Himself
the type of Moses with the rod in his hand, the emblem of the
governmental directive power of God put forth on Israel's behalf,
and Aaron, whose priestly function it was to support and uphold
the exercise of that power on behalf of the people whose priestly
minister he was! A dual symbol, therefore, is before us-Moses
the lawgiver, and Aaron the priest-the lawgiver extending his rod,
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a sign of the power of God acting on Israel's behalf; the priest
llpholding and sustaining the exercise of that power by his priestly
mInIstry; these two co-operating the one with the other, until the
sun ,vent down at even, and the conflict was over.
In what has been already said, the outline of the thought which 1
believe to be here presented may be easily discerned; but we may
with profit look at it a little more in detail. Moses holding up his
hand is generally regarded as an illustration of the value of intercessory prayer. But if the passage be scanned, it will easily be discerned that nothing is said about prayer. Moses was the lawgiver,
not the priest of Israel, and it is as the lawgiver that he comes before
us here. He held up his hand, apparently, not to pray, but to
stretch forth" the ;:od of God," the symbol of governmental power,
over the scene of conflict-that wonderful rod which had been used
in a similar manner again and again in the performance of God's
miracles of power in Egypt. There is no intimation in the passage
that Moses held up both Jus hands at ~nce. We would rather suppose, from the language used, that he held up the rod, first, with
one hand, and then, when, notwithstanding the support accorded to
hiln by Aaron, his arm had become utterly wearied, that the rod
was transferred to the grasp of the other hand, which was then supported by Hur, until it, in turn, was tired out; and so on, alter.
nately, again and again.
Apart from the passages already referred to in Exodus, concerning
Moses' rod, and many others which might be menti.oned, I will give
one striking quotation to illustrate the meamng suggestedPsalm ex. 2: "Jehovah shall send the rod uf thy strength out of
Zion." The word for" rod" in the Hebrew is here the same as in
our text. No one can doubt that in this passage it is equivalent in
meaning to our word "sceptre," and that the significance of the
symbol is the same. Moses, then, standing upon the hill, holding
the rod of God in bis band, may be regarded as a beautiful emblem
of the unspeakably blessed fact that tbe protective governmental power
of God, supported by the ministry of our Great High Priest, is ever
acting on behalf of His people, and tbat it is tbis power wbicb gives
us the victory in every hour of conflict. "The Lamb, who is in the
midst of the throne," is the One who has said, "All power is given
unto Me in heaven and in earth" (Matt. xxviii. 18).
"Ye have'
confidence in God, have confidenee also in Me " (John xiv. 1). " Be
of good cheer: I have overcome the world" (John xvi. 33). "Lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the age" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
'rhe heavenly sceptre is even now stretched forth for the protection
and deliverance of His people: when the day comes for the 1l0th
Psalm to be fulfilled, it shall be seen that that same sceptre, wielded
.by the same hand, shall exercise a world-wide dominion.
But let us observe, the hands of Moses were upheld by Aaron
and Hur. :Now, if Moses was the lawgiver, Aaron was the priest of
Israel. 'Nhether Hur was a priest, or not, we cannot tell: there is
only one other certain reference to him in Scripture-that in
Exodus xxiv. 14-where he again appears as ..closely associated with
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Aaron ill the priestly direction of the people. PossiLly, therefore, he
may have been a priest also. But, whether this be so or not, it is
Aaron who is the striking figure which lends predominant significance
to the scene. The priest upholds the hands of the lawgiver: such is
the lesson clearly written for our learning. Priestly ministry is that
which secures, for the blessing and protection of the elect family of
faith, the governmental power of the throne above; priestly ministry ~
it is which furnishes the basis upon which that power rcsts, even as a
lever works upon its fulcrum, and which is ever associated with its
exercise towards the people of God in their days of conflict and
sorrow.
The work of the priest is the complement of that of the
hwgiver: here, as in many other places, .Moses and Aaron must be
combined, each in their several functions, to furnish a complete
picture of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Risen Head, the
Shepherd, the High Priest, the Saviour of His people. It is only
by uniting what is said of the one with what is said of the other
that we gain a complete view of all His blessed relations of grace
towards us.
We cannot too clearly discern, for God's glory and our own comfort,
that the protection of His ransomed people is one of the provisions
of the Covenant of grace. The believer is not saved out of Egypt,
and then left to struggle on through the desert alone; the same
grace which provides salvation at the outset, provides for its continuance throughout all the stages of his earthly journcy up to the
hour when he shall be presented without fault before the throne of
God. The provision made for his protection is found in the High
Priestly work of the Lord Jesus. As the Atoning Priest, He offered
Himself on our behalf "without spot to God," and "obtained eternal
redemption for us;" and, when He had "obtained eternal redemption
for us," He entered into heaven itself, "now to appear in the presence
of God for us" (Heb. ix. 12, 14, and 24). There He stands, the
Advocate and Intercessor, to sustain the cause of His people. Ho
who kcepeth Israel never slumbereth nor sleepeth, but "He ever
liveth to make intercession for them;" and, therefore, "He is able to
save them to the uttermost" point of their need, It is thus that we
are" saved by His life " (Rom. v. 10), that is, by His living presence,
and unfailing intercession, before the throne of God.
On this
priestly ministry of atonement and intercession rests, as on a sure
foundation, the exercise of the protective governmental power of God.
The Priest upholds the hand of the Lawgiver, and the rod is stretched
forth to give victory to Israel, even" until the going down of the
sun."
Very carefully should we di'lcern this truth. The governmental
power of God, which was once against us as sinners, is now for us as
those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, and who
are placed under the intercession of the true Melchisedec. Over them,
grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life (Rom. v. 21).
Let us here note that the word "Reign" implies the action of Regal,
Governmental Power.
Power is exercised, but in favour, in grace,
because of the meritoriousness of tha_t Blessed One by whom all His
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people are represented as the LOl~d their Righteousness.
Again,
notice the last verse of the 4th of Hebrews: "Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may receive pity, and find
grace to help in time of need." Here, again, we would observe, the
word " throne" implies the exercise of the governmental power of
heaven.
The tried believer is invited to place himself under the
2helter of that throne.
It is a "Tlwone of Grace," but why 1
Because there by it stands a Great High Priest, who knows, and
sympathizes with, all our needs, and whose loving, effectual, and unwearying intercession fully and adequately represents our case before
the face 'of God. Amalek cannot prevail against us; the whole power
of heaven shields those whose names are pleaded before the throne by
Jesus, their Great High Priest.
'fhe time fails to deal fully with this subject as it deserves, but I may
remind you-though the thought is familial' to many of us-that there
are three aspects in which the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus may be
contemplated, all of which enter into the question before us. (1) He
is the Atoning Pt'iest of His people, as illustrated by the type of the
great Day of Atonement (Lev. xvi.), when Aaron entered into the
Holiest to sprinkle the blood of the sin offering upon the mercy-seat,
(2) He is the Interceding Prt'est, represented by the type of Aaron
entering into the Holy Place, clad in the garments of glory and
beauty, and bearing upon his breast and shoulders the names of the
Tribes, graven un costly jewels of varied hueR. And (3) He is the
Great High Priest, also, who, going ont from the Sanctuary, blesses our
souls with the precious result,s of His own work, as prefigured by
Melchisedec when he brought forth bread and wine to sustain Abraham
in the hour of weakness and need, and to bless him with all the riches
of the Most High God, the Possessor of heaven and earth. All this, and
more, the Lord Jesus is to the souls who trust in Him, in virtue of
His priestly ministry above. Let us seek to realize that on this
ministry is founded the exercise of the Divine power in protection and
blessing towards our souls. That power protects and blesses because
of what Jesus was and is, because of what Jesus did and is still doing
for all who come unto God through Him. This, then, is the beauteous
truth presented in our text-the hands of the Lawgiver are upheld by
the hands of the Priest.
IV. The secret of thei1' vid01·y.-The altar inscribed with that
blessed title of triumph, "Jehovah-nissi," the Lord is my Banner.
After what has been said, it is easy to read the meaning of the words,
"Jehovah-nissi." The banner is the symbol of the leader's presence:
to fight under the banner of anyone means that we place ourselves.
under his leadership for war; that he shall protect us; and, under his
guidance, we expect to march forth to victory. We conqner because
our Leader can be trusted to prevail. This is, indeed, the secret of the
believer's triumph. The skill and strength of hell would be infinitely
too much for the strongest, if left but for a moment to himself; he
would be swept away as by a flood. But there is One who has gone
before us, saying, "Be of good cheer: I have overcome the world," and
we have but to cling by faith to Him to overcome also in the sharpest.
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conflict, the most'twful war, which hell may wage against our souls.
"This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith"
(1 John v. 4), a faith which links us to our Risen Lord
The
limpet on the rock is safe amidst the ocean waves, not because it is
strong in itself, but because the rock to which it clings cannot move.
Besides which, if the Lord be our Leader (which is what is implied by
the symbol of the banner), the time and place of the battle, the
strategy of the fight, and every detail connected with it, shall ~e
settled by His wisdom, and effectuated by His power. Our Leader IS
almighty j He cannot err; He cannot fail. The weakest saint must in
the end certainly prevail. Oh, how unspeakably blessed it is for us
to remember these things in dark days of sorrow, when storms
of trouble fall, in days when we are tempted to think that of all men
we are the most miser3.ble, who have given up this world, and yet
realize so little what it is to be in touch with that Unseen World
whose realities are all around us. But we shall prevail, for He hath
promised it. The name "Jehovah-nissi" signifies a relation of His
grace which, once assumed, shall never be laid aside again, even for
the weakest of His people.
" Firm as the earth Thy Gospel stands,
My Lord, my hope, my trust;
If I I1m found in Jesus' bl1nds,
My soul can ne'er be lost.
"His honour is engaged to save
The meanest of His sheep;
All that His heavenly Fl1thel' gave,
His hands securely keep."
In closing, let me remark that the words" Jehovah-nissi" were
inscribed upon an altar. This is not a little remarkable, and, perhaps,
does not always receive the attention that it merits. The altar of
God was at all times the memorial to Israel that all their blessings,
yea, their very relation to God Himself, were founded upon sacrifice:
sacrifice and priesthood were, indeed, the keystones of their salYation.
Let us not forget this. vVe cannot know what it is to have God with
us, except as our souls are sheltered under the atoning blood, and
the more forcibly we realize this the more shall our comfort be
established, the more shall our souls prevail.
Let us learn, then, to fix the vision of our faith upon our risen
and ascended Lord. We are as safe as He is, for hath not God said
that, "As He is, so are we in this world" 1 (1 John iv. 17.) May we
remember the altar and its inscription, not the inscription without
the altar, nor the altar without the inscription, but the two associated
the one with the other, that our souls may find continually the
secret of deliverance, of victory, and of peace.
" Oh, by our feeble forces wreck,
Through prayer, the strength of Amalek:
When fiends assail us, let us see
The Victim of the atoning tree."
NOTE.-The word

"steady" in Exodus xvii.

12, is worth a
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moment's separate study.
The idea disclosed by it in relation to
other parts of Scripture is exceedingly beautiful. It signifies, literally,
"faithfulness," being the Hebrew noun which is so translated many
times. See, for example, Psalm lxxxix., in which it occurs seven
times, and to which it so gives its character that we might Iyell call
this Scripture "The Psalm of Faithfulness." It is found in the
1st, 2nd, 5th, 8th, 24th, and 33rd verses, translated "faithfulness,"
and in the 49th verse translated "truth." The idea, therefore,
suggested by the word in Exodus xvii. 12, is that the hands of Moses,
supported by Aaron and Hur, were faithful to their office of holding
forth the rod which secured victory for Ismel. By God's appointment,
everything turned, for the time being, upon the faithfulness of those
hands. If, becoming enfeebled, they had bcen lowered, Arnalek would
have prevailed. But God secured in the type, as He has in an
unspeakably blessed manner secured in the Antitype, the faithfulness
of His protective power. The Lord Jesus is "a merciful and faithful
High Priest."
Our help still corneth from the everlasting hills, to
which we may lift up our eyes with unfailing confidence, for " He
that keepeth Israel doth neither slumber nor sleep," and He shall
preserve us from all evil (Psalm cxxL).
NOTES OF AN ADDRESS BY MR. JAMES ",VRIGHT,
OF BRISTOL.
(PSALM XC.

I; xci. 1.)

PSALM xc. speaks of Jehovah Himself as the dwelling-place of His
people in all generations, and Psalm xci. seems to unfold to us how
this becomes possible by an implied reference to the arrangement of
the Tabernacle. "The secret place" of J ehovah as to His manifested presence on earth was in the Holiest of the Tabernacle, that
place which was never invaded by human foot except once a-year
by the typical High Priest. That was a very secret place, a very
still place. The earth once opened, and swallowed up Km'ah, Dathan,
and Abiram, and there was terrible consternation in the whole camp
of Israel; but there was no stir, no disturbance in that secret place
of the Most High; there was undisturbed, Divine calm. Yet it wa:,;
not a dwelling-place in that dispensation. Once a year the High Priest
drew aside the mysterious veil, and went into it with the blood
which he sprinkled on the lid of the Ark. How long he was there
we do not know, but it was not long, for the people were waiting for
his reappearance. And he did not sit down there, he stood, because
he had never finished his work.
And here the Holy Spirit carries the Psalmist far beyond his dis~
pensation, so that he speaks of this secret place of God as "Olt?· dwelling place." It is that to us, or ought to be. As beloved Mr. CHAP~[AN says, "I have the right, the title to enter the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, but I don't find anywhere in Scripture the warrant
for me to leave it." That amounts, you see, to a dwelling-place,
:\Y hich is the portion of every believcr, now, a dwelling-place in the
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very presence of God: "By whom also we haye access by faith into
this grace, wherein we stand by day and night, in prosperity or
adversity, in sickness or health; no outward circumstances make the
slightest difference to the one whose conscience has been purged by
the blood of Christ; we stand in the perpetual favour of God. There
is no day when we do not look up into a cloudless sky, and see the
smile of the Father beaming upon us, because we are scen, not in
ourselves, but in the righteousness of His own beloved Son.
Now, what has this to do with service? It has the deepest and
closest connection. There should be in the most active life for God a
centre of undisturbed calm. Why does the Psalmist charge his soul,
"Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul" 1 Just because he can't live on
service. The Gospel of Mark represents Christ as the Servant in
the perfection of activity for God. But who is He 1 The One who
was" in the bosom of the Father." And should we not connect with
that, "He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit" 1 and in measure,
though it be at an infinite distance, ought 'I"e not to. know something
of it 1 It may be accompanied with restlessness and disturbance in
the circumference of the circle, for it is only" through much tribulation" that we enter the kingdom of God; but at the centre we can
be calm and still, abiding under "the shadow of the Almighty."
And the mighty wings of J ehovah must be over one place, the bloodstained lid of the Ark. "There will I meet with thee, and I will
commune with thee" (see 1 John i. 7).
May God write this on our hearts, that the calm of conscious
communion and fellowship with the Father of spirits is the spring of
all true activity for God.
THE MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL.
THE ministry, though but a little plain teaching, yet is "mighty to

save," to reconcile, and to cast down high imaginations; and the
ministers of it are" stewards of the mysteries of God," " ambassadors in
Christ's stead," whose feet are beautiful with glad tidings to sinners
(2 Cor. v. 20). So that the dear people of God, or friends of the
Gospel, though counted the offscouring of all things, yet the" Spirit
of glory resteth on them" (1 Peter iv. 14). "As dying, and, behold, they
live;" "as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things" (2 Cor. vi. 9, 10).

-Saltmarsh.
WHEN religion IS become our delight, it will then be our comfort.
. A BELIEVER'S motives to obedience are evangelical, arising from
blessings fully received. Thus we are commanded to show forth the
praises of God because we are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood;
are called of God, redeemed by the Son as His pnrchase, adopted
into God's family, inhabited by His Spirit, made partakers of a divine
nature, and entitled to a glorious inheritancE', through the gift of the·
Father and the Son's purchase.-Be1·ridge.
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THE FORTHCOMING OLIFTON CONFERENCE.

THE following announcement of the Thirty-ninth Annual Conference
of the Lord's people at Clifton, Bristol, has just been issued, to 'which
the attention of our readers is specially directed. It is hoped that
many of them, resident in other parts, will be led to attend the
meetings, which in past years have proved occasions of marked spiritual
blessing : BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS

IN 'l'HE LORD JESUS OHRIST-

For the twenty-second time I have the privilege, in the providence of
God; to announce the assembling of the Clifton Conference. The
proposed meetings will be held, if it please the Lord, on Tuesday,
'Wednesday, and Thursday, October 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, in the Victoria
Rooms, Clifton. The approaching Conference, the thirty-ninth of the
series, will possess additional interest as being the first to be held in
the New Century.
, The Lord still tarries in His return, the sands of the ages are
silently running out, and the world mockingly asks us, "Where is the
promise of His coming 1 for all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation." The trend of present-day religion is, alas,
in the direction of worldliness, formality, spectacular display, with its.
inseparable accompaniment-the depreciation and rejection of the
supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures. Men have grown restless
of the restraints of the Truth, and, therefore, have set up in its stead
their own will and pleasure, thus despising the revelation which the
Most High has deigned to give us concerning Himself and His counsels,
and setting at nought His government and righteous claims. This
wide-spread apostasy in Christendom necessarily saddens the hearts of
all who are jealous for the glory and honour of the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and who love His Truth better than life
itself.
'1'here is, however, no doubt that one of the indirect results of this
spiritual decay and religious laxity in the various Christian churches is,
that the true people of God are drawn to one another in ties of closer
love, sympathy, and fellowship. While" the love of the many" grows
colder, and, on all hands, "the way of the truth is evil spoken of,"
the hearts of those who delight in Jesus, as "the chiefest among ten
thousand," cling to each other the more blessedly, and hold fast with
increasing firmness "the faith once delivered to the saints." The
assembling of themselves together, in the name of their common Head
and Lord, for mutual edification and encouragement, possesses for them
ever-increasing attractions, as the darkness of the age deepens; and it
is my earnest prayer and hope that the forthcoming Conference will
prove to be a special means of grace and instruction to the dear children
of God who attend it. I have been greatly exercised this year in the
selection of a Bible subject, the claims of so many truths appearing
equally important and suitable for these "perilous times." The need
of our day is "instruction in the "Vord of righteousness" How few
of the Lord's servants among us excel in being "mighty in the

~
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Scriptures!" The popular preaching in our Evangelical churches has,
alas, lamentably lost its ancient savour. The Old Testament Scriptures,
which, in the days of the great Evangelical revival of the eighteenth
century, provided an inexhaustible store of expository teaching, are
now-adays either laid aside by our pulpit guides, or treated as mere
Church history. Yet the inspired Scriptures of Moses, the Prophets,
and the Psalms, were they which Christ expounded as "concerning
Himself" (Luke xxiv. 27, 44). And, perhaps, no method of setting
forth Christ, and the Church which He hath purchased with His own
blood, is more interesting and edifying than that which is associated
with the Types of the Old Testament.
In this belief, I have found myself led to propose that our Conference
subject in October shall be BIBLE TYPES, concerning-I. CHRIST;
Il. THE CHURCH; Ill. OUR HEAVENLY HOME. This three-fold division
of the sacred theme will provide a rich spiritual repast for the th'ree
appointed days of our Convention. The passages of Scripture placed
on the first page of this circular are, of course, not intended to be
exhaustive of the types to be expounded. They may, however, well
serve to suggest lines of profitable meditation and testimony.
It is the office of Jehovah the Spirit to take of the things of Christ
and to reveal them to our hearts and minds. Let us then, bE'loved
friends, nnite in earnest prayer that our ascended Lord and Saviour
may be greatly exalted by the Holy Ghost, and that the Great
Revealer may be pleased to unfold the hidden glories of the Incarnate
Word to the joy and rejoicing of our souls. Your intercessions are also
confidently asked for
Your affectionate brother in Christ Jesus,
JAMES OmnSTON,
Rector of MarylEoPort,

3, Berkeley SquG1'e, Clijton, B1'istol, August, 1901.
NOTES.
1. PRELBUNARY PRAYER MEETINGS.-Local friends will kindly note that meet-

ings for prayer will be held at the Victoria Rooms (D.V.) on the three Friday
evenings preceding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock, namely, September 13th,
20th, and 27th. There will also be a meeting for prayer on Monday evening,
September 30th, at 7.30 o'clock, to ask the Lord's blessing on ourselves and
others, and that, as the fruit of the Conference, God's work in us and through us
may be abundantly prospered.
2. EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGs.-An early morning prayer meeting
(at 7 o'clock) will be held at the Victoria Rooms on each of the three days of the
Conference. These meetings will be closed not later than 8 a.m. The presence
of the Lord's "rememhrancers" at these meetings is specially desired.
3. BIBLE READI:"GS.-A Bible reading will be conducted at 3 o'clock on the
Tuesday and Wednesday.
4. AFTERNOON ~1EETINGs.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the principal
meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday will be devoted to Bible readings, prayer
meetings, home and foreign missionary addresses, and to other efforts for the
.
furtherance of the Lord's work throughout the world.
5. REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND 'fHA!(KSGIVING must in all cases be authenticated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous communications cannot,
for obvious reaSJns, be recognized. The name of the sender will, of conrse,
be treated confidentially. All communications should be addressed :-" To the
CONVE:'i'ER of the Clifton Conference, 3, Berkeley f:'quare, CIifton,Bristol."
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6. THE LORD'S SUPPER.-At 7 o'clock on Thursday evening, October 3rd, a:'
special communion service will be held, and the Conference sermon preached.
7. HYMN BOOKS.-Copies of hymns nsed at all the meetings will be on sale at
the doors, price one penny.
8. RI!SERVED SEATs.-Friends desirous of securing reserved seats (stalls) for
the five Conference meetings can obtain tickets, price 2s. 6d. each, on application
(by post or personally) to the hall-keeper, Mr. MOIlTGmiERY, Victoria Rooms,
CliftoD, Bristol. A plan of the se:1ts is now on view at the Victoria Rooms.
The tickets are ready, and early application, to prevent disappointment, is
advised
9. PROPOSED REPORT OF TilE CO~FERENCE.-A full report of the Conference,
the addresses being revised by the speakers, will be published (price one shilling)
if written orders (not money) be left at the doors of the Victoria Rooms during
the Conference, or with Ml'. H. A. BURLEICHf, 52, Park Row, Bristol, for·
not fewer than 700 copies. Printed order forms may be obt.tined at the
Bookstall.
EXPENSES OF CONFEREI'CE.-Tbe total expenses amount to about £80 yearly.
Last year the offerings fell short of the expenses by nearly £15. No oollections
are made at the meetings, but boxes are placed at the doors to receive thewilling offerings of those who value the privileges of the Conferences. The Convener and several local friemlq also receive donations. " Freely ye have received, freely give" (Matt. x. 8).

P.S.-All communications having reference to the Conference should
be addressed to the COKVEXER, 3, Berkeley Sqnare, Clifton, Bristol.

JEHU: JONAH: JESUS.
A MEDITATION, BY

G.

ALEX.ANDER, BmKENIIEAD.

WITH what fervent zeal and alacrity did Jehu, on receiving the·
command of God, set about destroying Baal out of Israel; he never
hesitated one moment, nor slacked his hand until he had accomplished
it, for which he received the Divine approbation: "And the Lord
said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that which is
right in Mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according
to all that was in Mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation
shall sit upon the throne of Israel."
It appears to have been about this time that Jonah received his
command from God to go to Nineveh to cry against it. Now, what
is very striking in Jonah, as contrasted with Jebu, is his quick turning
aside from the command of J ehovah, his disohedience to it, and his.
setting himself in opposition to that command; for which also he was
followed up by the chastening hand of his Covenant God, God raising
up the stormy wind, and lifting up the waves of the sea against him,
until he was cast out of the ship, swallowed up of the gre:tt fish, and
lodged in its belly three days and three nights, that he might therein
be a great and illustrious type of Christ.
J ehu, like the second son in the parable (Matt. xxi. 28, 31), said,
" I go, sir," in his first \I-arks, but in his after works went not; Jonah,
like the first, answered, "I will not," in his first works, but afterwards he repented and went.
Now, in regard to the article of zeal and alacrity in obedience tothe will of God, we see Jesus,-we view Him far outstripping the
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first--Jehu, and in His sufferings and sinkings far surpassing the
last-Jonah.
In Jesus, the first and the last, the Alpha and Omega, we see the
zeal of His Father's house eating Him up; we hear Him say to HL'
eternal Fathcr, "La, I come; I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God:
yea, Thy law is within My heart" (Psalm xl. 7, 8). This is Jesu3.
This is Jesus Christ the righteous, in whom all God's saints are made
righteous. "Jehn took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of
Israel with all his heart;" but Jeslls did the will of God, by thc which
will His elect are sanctified.
As a chastisement for his own disobedience, J onah "went down to
the bottoms of the mountains." Not for His own (for in Him was no
sin), but for the disobedience of His elect, did Jesus go down into the
depths, until all God's waves and billows passed over Him, and that
because the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, or exacted uf
Him. All those sinners of Adam's fallen posterity whom God gave to
His dear Son in the Covenant of grace, could never have se·
suffered the wrath of God due to their disobedience, due to their
transgression in Adam (in whom, Jonah-like, they did quickly turn
aside from the 'Word of God), so as to atone for and put away the
wrath of God for ever from them. 'l'hey could never to all eternity
have done so. But what they could not do, in that, Jesus did. For
when He was made sin for them, He put away their sins by the
sacrifice of Himself, in His sufferings and death.
Jonah's disobedience involved all on board that ship, in the windy
storm and tempest that came upon them. Christ's suretyship engagement in the Covenant of grace involved Him in all the troubles
whereby His human heart was enlarged, when He came into deep
waters where the floods overflowed Him. What a difference in the cry
of the poor mariners, "IVe beseech Thee, 0 Lord, we beseech Thee, let
us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood,"
to the cry of the Jews who crucified the Lord of glory, "Away with
Him! His blood be upon us, and upon our children!"
But there is a very blessed Gospel sense in which God lays His
Son's blood to the account of all those poor sinners for whom it was
shed, not to their condemnation, but to their justification before Him.
Being" delivered for our offences, He was raised again for our justification." "But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. "Much more then, being justified by
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him." This is the
blood that maketh atonement, that speaketh better things for those on
whose account it was shed than the blood of Abel.
He poured out His soul unto death, was numbered with the transgressors; so numbered and accounted one with them, that they never
could have reached the haven of rest, those sure dwellings and quiet
resting-places, had not He been sacrificed for them: and He bare the
sins of many, and made intercession for the transgressors, who is gone
into heaven with His own blood, there to a{l{lear in the l{resence of
uoa for us. And consider here His oneness with the Father in all
that is essential to Deity. He who suffered in the flesh, the J llst for
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the unjust, to bring them to God, is Himself very God of yery God, of
the same substance, eternity, power, and glory. Oh, it is this, His
essential Deity, that gives efficacy to His mediatorial work! Oh
for grace to keep this in view, that God, in bringing back from sin,
Satan, death, and hell, His own Church, did it with His own blood!
Jonah is a type of the Church as well as a type of Christ. He
is a type of the Church in her disobedience and departure from God
in Adam; in her being pursued in Covenant love, and awakened out of
her sleep in sin; in being chastened of the Lord; in her deep' and
sincere' repentance for sin; in her cry and prayer from the depths;
in feeling cast out of God's sight; in looking again by faith to Ohrist,
so as to be saved-a type of Christ in being three days and three
nights in the whale's belly. Jonah is a type of the Church in respect
of her sin against God, and a type of Christ in His putting away.
her sin.
As all the sufferings of the Church could never have put away
their sins, so no more could all their endeavours after obedience have
been able to justify them before God, for by the deeds of the law
shall no flesh be justified in His sight. Like the mariners, they might
l'OW hard to bring the ship to land, but all in vain"The more I strove against sin's power,
I sinned and stumbled yet the more."
"But what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh," God did by sending His Son. Christ's obedience was perfected
before the cup which His Father gave Him to drink was put into
His hand, even that obedience by which all His elect are made-that
is, constituteci-righteous, for by the obedience of one Man, J esns
Christ, shall many be made righteous.
Oh, what a contrast here! J onah, as first presented to our view, is
seen in some days of active opposition to the mind, will, and command of God; Jesus, as first set before us in the Gospel, is seen in a
life of thirty-three years of active obedience to the mind, will, and
law of God. And, mark it, it is by His Surety obedience to the law
that Hc regains for all His elect those blissful seats MILTON speaks of
in his immortal poem.
G. A.
IF God opens not the door of His promise to be a sanctuary unto
poor humbled sinners, flying from the rage of their lust, truly then
I know.none of this side heaven that can expect welcome.-Gu,j'nall.
IF men would but diligently and prayerfully study the Bible, they
would see that Bible precepts are far more adapted to people living
in homes, than to those secluded in con,ents. F9r instance, how
often wives, mothej's, and children w'e acldj'essed!
We should
endeavour to do our duty as Christians, to be seen and known of
all men. "Whose we are, and vVhom we serve." "In the world, but
not of the world." The cross may be heavy at times, but the
promise is that" as our day, so shall our strength be." And when
we most need the Saviour's aid, He surely will appear,-C, B.
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"SUPERSTITIOUS AND IDOLATIWUS."
WE need offer no apology for making further reference to the
importance of m,aintaining intact the statutory Declaration required
of the SOVEREIGN on his accession to the Throne of "this Protestant
Kingdom." The constitutional issues raised by the Bill introduced in
the House of Lords by the PRBlE MINISTER, and suspiciously hurried
through its several stages, are so serious and far-reaching that they
must be fully expounded, and pressed with persistence on the attention
of the country.
As yet, the masses of the people, that is, those chiefly concerned
in maintaining the existing safeguards of the Throne, are only
partially aware of the revolutionary action of the Government in
yielding to the clamorous demands of the POPE and his Anglican allies,
the Ritualists. To ourselves, it appears a monstrous stretch of
political prerogative on the part of the KING's Ministers that they
should initiate any such legislatirm the effect of whir-h, if successful,
would bc to weaken, and possibly nullify, the sacred obligations of
the SOVEREIGN to the Protestant Reformed Faith. V.,re contend that
the terms of the statutory Declaration against Transubstantiation,
the Sacrifice of the Mass, the Worship of Saints, and the Dispensing
power of the POPE of HOME represent the minimum of our national
Protestantism, and embody but a minimum of those Protestant
guarantees which it is the sovereign right of the nation to demand
of those to whom the Crown is entrusted. If changes are to be
made in the wording of the contract between the CROWN and the
people-and we do not counsel any-the Declaration should be
strengthened in the vigour of its protest against the "superstition
and idolatry" of the Papal creed, and the Protestant bona fides of
the SOVEREIGN in these perilous times should be even more effectually
secured. The text of the Declaration, as altered in LORD SALISBURY'S
Bill, altogether obliterates the essential Protestantism of the formula
as provided in the Bill of Rights, and maintained by a long succession
of English Sovereigns, including KING EDWARD VII. This it does,
inasmuch as it omits the emphatic affirmation that the invocation and
adoration of the Virgin Mary and other Saints, and the sacrifice of
the Mass, as they are used in the Church of Rome, are" superstitious'
and idolatrous." It is obviously idle to entertain any objection to this
averment, if it be true in fact. And it is absolutely true, if, indeed, wc'
accept the supreme authority of God's Word and the formulated beliefs
of our national Church as set forth in the ancient creeds and thc
Thirty-nine Articles of Heligion. If the SOVEREIGN'S Declaration is no
longer to describe the Roman Mass as "superstitious and idolatrous"
because, forsooth, Roman Catholics resent the description, and deny its'
accuracy, it can only be a question of time and opportunity for the'
same dangerous foes of the national Faith to assail the much more2x
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explicit statutory language of the Church's Articles which treat on the
same subject. Thus, the English version of Article XXXI. declares:
"The sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was commonly said that the
priest did offer Christ for the quick and the dead. to have remission of
pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits." The
Latin version, of equal legal force, is, if possible, even more pronounced
in the vigour of its protestation: "Unde Missarum Sacrificia, quibus
vulgo dicebatur Sacerdotem offerre Christum in remissionem pmme, aut
culpre, pro vivis et defurrctis, blasphema jigmenta sunt, et perniciosce
-imposturlJ3." Thus, in the cumulative energy of the nation's historic
Protestantism, the Church and the Throne declare, before God and the
world, that the great central article of the Roman creed-the Christ- ;
denying Mass, under various ecclesiastical names-is a blasphemous
fable, a dangerous deceit, an impious figment, and a pernicious
imposture! All. Bishops, Priests, and Deacons are legally bound by
the terms of Article XXXI. on the Mass. And if the SOVEREIGN is to
be absolved from the obligation of making public affirmation of his
conscientious acceptance of the formula condemning the Popish :Mass
as "superstitious and idolatrous," the specious plea of the Romanizing
Clergy in the Established Church, that they ought not be obliged to
declare the Roman rite to be blasphemous and ft'audful, will ne0essarily
gain no small advantage. Thus, any tampering with those statutory
documents which define the Protestantism of the Throne must be
viewed in the light of a Sacerdotal conspiracy to revoke the Reformation Settlement. This grave issue of the present assault of the
Papists on the national Faith has not yet been realized by the
Electorate.
or is it the desire of LORD SALISBURY and the Roman
dictator-the DUKE of NORFOLK-that it should be. Hence the
inordinate haste with which the Royal Declaration Bill is being
engineered through Parliament.
Protestants of all denominations haye a vital stake in the religious
controversy which has been provoked by the responsible advisers of
our. SOVEREIGN. For the Royal Declaration, as it stands, is no mere
political document. Its language decidedly deals with Bible doctrine
and its contraries. It lays down an authoritative, definitive, dogmatic
judgment on the greatest of the doctrinal differences which. exist
between the Protestant Reformed Religion and the religion of the
Roman P'tpacy.
To obliterate the emphatic mention of these.
fundamental differences-and especially at the dictation of LEO XIII.
and his anti-Christian hierarchy-would be to betray the supreme
claims or CHRIST, to stigmatize the very protest of the martyrs as a
criminal error, and to represent the blessed Reformation itself as a
national schism and an unpardonable act of self-will.
'Ve are persuaded that the English people, taken en bloc, are not
prepared to surrender the securities of their civil and religious liberties
without a desperate and prolonged conflict. No one who was present
at St. James's Hall, when recently LORD KIKNAIRD presided over one
of the most crowded and enthusiastic Protestant meetings held in,
the Metropolis in recent years, could doubt the existence of the
resolute attitude of. our countrymen to give no quarter to the Papacy.
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when once it dares to demand national submission to its intolerant,
imperious yoke. Already the call to arms is rallying all classes to
the Protestant banner, and we recognize on every hand the stirring of
the ancient fires of Protestant zeal which animated the breasts of
our forefathers, and inspired their determination to entertain" No
peace with Rome! "-The English Churchman, August 1st, 1901.

:'l"GLTUM IN PARVO.
past month was marked by several remarkable events, all more
or less bearing on the interests of Protestant truth. Foremost among
these was the providential failure of the proposals of the KI~G'S responsible advisers to force through Parliamcnt an enactment making
.gravely unconstitutional changes in the Royal Declaration required
by the Bill of Rights to be made by the Sovereigns of England on
:their accession to the throne. LORD SAIAHBURY .brought in the ob11oxious measure in the Housc of Lords. After several debates, the
Bill was read a third time. The sel'ious opposition to it in the House
,of Commons, however, i'nd the growing determination of Protestants
throughout the kingdom to use all lawful means to prevent its
becoming law, alarmed the Government, and they dared not to pro,ceed with it any further. The surrender of the SALISBURY Cabinet
to the clamorous demands of the Papists in an attempt to weaken
the Protestant safeguards with which the Bill of Hights has surrounded
,the English throne, although it providentially failed, must not be
forgotten when next the Electorate is appealed to for its suffrages. The
Papists have become insufferable in their demands l:?ince the lamented
death. of QUEE~ VICTORIA, and it is high time that Protestants
united to put an effectual and final stop to the concessions which
the State has shown itself ready to make to the Papacy under the
sceptre of KING EDIVARD' the SEVEK'l'H.-In protest against the passing
of ·the Royal Declaration Bill, a magnificent public m~eting was held in
,St. James's Hall, Piccadilly, on Tueoday, July 30th. The chair was taken
,by LORD KINNAIRD; the speeches and reaolutions were outspoken and
uncompromising; the 8plendid hall was crowded with an enthusiastic
audience, and we have no doubt that the moral effect of the proceedings
on the PRI~lE MINISTER and his colleagues was influential in determining the abandonment of the revolutionary Bill-A serious concession to the Papacy, however, \\'as made by the Government a
fortnight later, when, rather than drop their Factories Bill for the
session, they consented to withdraw a clause which would have brought
Roman Catholic convent laundries under State inspection. This
cowardly step was taken in order to pacify the united and powerful
opposition to the Bill offerecl by the Irish Nationalists in the House
of Commons. It certainly is a most humiliating spectacle to see a
Government, which boasts of being the strongest existing in modern
times, thus surrendering to the dictation of an alien, foreign potentate
-for the POPE of HmIE is really the supreme ruler of the Roman
·Catholic Church and its institutions.-The Ritualist Church Times
2 x 2
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says :-" Statements having been widely circulated in the London and
provincial press concerning the BISHOP of LONDON'S attitude towards
those churches in his diocese where the Sacrament is reserved and
the use of incense still abounds, it is, perhaps, as well to caution
our readers against too readily accepting what is, after all, the
merest gossip. As a matter of fact, we have the best reason for
stating that there is very little that is true in any of the statements. No' bombshell' has fallen in the Ritualistic camp. When
it does come, if ever, something will be heard of it in this journal."

~.orr.eSFonbtnt't.
WEEPING WITH THOSE THAT WEEP.
To the Editor of the Gospel 1lIaga.,inc.
My DEAR BROTHER,-The other day, when looking over some old
letters, I came across the enclosed three, written in 1870, expressive
of sympathy with me and my dear wife over the death of my eldest
son. As the letters are those of Oill' beloved departed friends, all
most dear to the readers of the GO~PEL MAGAZINE-I refer to the
Rev. S. A. WALKER, the Rev. Dr. DOl;ONEY, and the Rev. Dr. HE1YJ,ETT
-it occurred to me that perhaps you might like to insert them,
or portions of them, in the MAGAZINE by way of remembrance. Shollld
you agree with me, the letters are at your service.
Yours affectionately,
B1'i:;tol, July 13th, 1901.
R. CORNALL.

Mr. Antill's, the Hard,
Portsmouth, October 19th, 1870.
My DEAR MR. AND MRS. CORNAI,L,-The dear young friend whoin
we left in charge has written to us this morning to inform us of
the very great .trouble you are in. My dear wife and I most deeply
feel for you, and pray that the Lord Himself may very specially
support and comfort you. May you feel the power and preciousness
of that truth, "Unto you it is given on the behalf of Christ, not
only to bel'ieve, but to suile1' for His sake." The sen'ants of God are
called to special suffering in order that t4ey may be of special service.
How sweetly the Apostle dwells upon this fact in his Epistle to
the COl'inthians. Ah, where do we get such lessons as iJl. the school
of affliction 1 and oh, how invaluable for the after-teachings of those
with whom we come in contact and unto whom we are sent.
'1.'he Lord first laid His hand upon our dear brother, and others,
as well as myself, had grave thoughts as to whether or not the
Lord was about to call him away. Having restored him, He who
cannot err then laid His hand upon his dear partner, and most anxious
we all were on her behalf; but, kindly raising her up, He has seen
fit to take the door child; and although the stroke is severe, it is not
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He could best be spared, for, however great the gap, oh,
what is it compared to the removal of the father or the mother 1 The
Lord help you to think of this, my dear bereaved brother and sister.
It was what consoled my first dear wife and myself when the Lord
saw fit to call our dear baby boy away. She said, " It· is not yon,"
atld I said, "It is not you."
I know what a stroke it is. I would not attempt to make it less
than it is. None know but those who have been called to encounter
it, what such bereavements are. I was writing on this very subject
to a bereaved one yesterday.
But, beloved friends, in these solemn times you know not what
your dear child is saved from, and what he is saved to.
:iliay the Lord cheer you with regard to him as He was pleased
to comfort the Psalmist in regard to his loss, "I shall go to him," &c.
Be assured we shall not forget you at the throne.
May the Lord raise up the other dear children.
Ever affectionately yours,
D. A. DoumlEY.
23, Berlceley Sqnare, Bristol, Octobe1' 23rd, 1870.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I cannot refrain from writing you a line to

express my deep sympathy with you in your very severe trial.
No one knows better than yourself that the gracious God whom
we serve does not lightly afflict the children of men. He who is
wisdom and goodness has some blessed end to accomplish in every
case where He lays His hand heavily upon the objects of His love,
and the language of Him who was Himself a sufferer is well calculated to inspire confidence, "What I do thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter."
We shall" knolV that He has loved us," even in the retrospect of
the sore chastisements that have fallen to us dUl'ing our earthly
-pilgrimage; a few years more and the true Light will come, and the
secret wisdom of all these dispensations will shine out clearly and
joyfully.
I rejoice to have learnt to-day that Mrs. CORlS'ALL and your other
'sufferers are better. May our gracious God soon again cause the'voice
<Jf joy and health to sound in your dwelling.
~Iay He who has taught you the blessed truths of His Gospel, and
made you a successful instrument in conveying them to others, be
;your sun and shield through the darkness that no:v envelops y,?u,
and bring out your gifts and graces in yet brighter lustre for His
service and the eternal good of your people.
With kindest regards to dear Mrs. CORNALL, yOUl'S, my dear
brother, affectionately,
SAMUEL A. "WALKER.
Rev. R. CORNALI,.
Astley Vicamge, nemo 1l1anchestm', November 5th, 1870.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,- It was not till last evening I

had time to read the GOSPEL MAGi\ZINE, and !lot till then di~ I learn
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of the heavy trial which the Lord has seen fit to exercise dear Mrs.
CORXAU, and you with. I truly sympathized with you as I read
the account, and do pray that our heavenly Father will graciously
sustain you under it.
I know' you· will not think me intrusive, although I can say
no more than you already know and have felt; but the thought
passed through my mind, if a poor frail brother here on earth can feel
for a brother Christian, how much mOre does our Elder Brothel'
sympathize;with all His dear brethren in all their affiietions! He, by
His Spirit, and He alone, can truly comfort and cheer you, and He
will do so, while He shall enable you to remember, "Not lost, but
gone before."
With kindest love to you all, believe me, your loving brother,
ALFRED HEWLETl'.
ST. JAMES'S, ISLE OF WIGHT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Mu..ORMISToN,-Having recently stayed in Rydc, Isle of
Wight, I feel constrained to write, knowing that you and the readers
of the dear GOSPEL MAGAZINE will rejoice to know that the Gospel of
the grace of God is faithfully proclaimed from the pulpit of St.
James's Church in that town. The service is simple, devout, and
earnest, and the legal black gown is used in the pulpit.
The
Incumbent, the Rev. R. R. COUSENS, is a genial yet strong Reformation
preacher, and I felt it was good to be there. The congregation is
fairly large and on the increase, to judge by the Annual Report of
St. James's Church. An extract from Mr. COUSElSS' address will here
be acceptable, I know : "vVe are thankful to see that our congregations have been well
maintained, whel~ we consider that love for holy, spiritual worship
before God and for His pure and precious truth is largely on the
decline, and the apostolic declaration of old as to this is everywhere
now fulfilled before us, and that also we have been quite enabled to
meet our current Church Expenses, as well as to aid the Ryde
Infirmary, the sick and poor amongst us, and also the Evangelical
societies which still hold the true principles on which they were
originally founded, together with the work affiliated with our own
Church, and with all thil:; to sustain our 'Yitness as to the holiness,
the love, and the grace of our God, as well as to the value of
the 'one sacrifice for sins for ever,' by tha Lord Jesus Christ
Himself, and also of the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit
alone."
Mr. COUSENS proceedl:; to give a' touching and tender tribute to the
memory of those" gone before":"vVe have with sadnesl:; and sorrow to record the great loss to
ourselves as a congregation of several of the Lord's dear children,
meek and lowly, faithful and true, loving and zealous, and delightful
to us in our midst; but He has practically said to us that we must be
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"mindful that they are also delightful to Him, and therefore He has
received them to Himself Jor ever, to their eternal gain."
The congregation are most liberal and zealous in endeavouring to
clear the large debt which was incurred through placing the church
in the hands of trustees who will secure to it a Protestant Evangelical
minis~ry. May the Lord graciously dispose the he~rts of some of His
stewards to whom He has entrusted much of this world's wealth to
assist and cheer their needy, struggling brethren in this eminently
worthy cause, for it is not for present good alone, but for future
generations.
In this lovely island, the land of LEGH RromIOKD and the devout
Dairyman's Daughter, and the Spirit-taught Young Cottager, how fragrant
, and joyful has the Gospel sound been to many souls. Many have lived
their God-glorifying lives, and left their simple, sweet testimony behind.
. In my own frequent brief visits to the Island I have communed with
"many now in glory, who rejoiced in the glowing beauty around in the
fair, fair Island. and who looked beyond and through all, to the happy
. country where" everlasting spring abides, an:! never withering flowers,"
where" the Lamb is all the glory."
Among many preciolla memories are recollections of delightful visits
from the late dear Editor, Dr. DOUDNEY, who frequently visited us at
Ryde, and who warmly appreciated the calm, sweet loveliness of the
Island; and now the Isle of Wight will eyer be sacredly deal' to our
hearts as the last home of our late beloved SOVEREIGN, who closed
her eyes in the Island ·home to wake in the Father's home abovecalled' higher to the everlasting rest and joy of the redeemed in
glory. ".she loved us and she wanted to die with us," is the simple,
loving tale the Islandem tell now, and they cherish her memory
fondly as of a dear mother. Now she is seeing the King in His
beauty; our national struggles are sore, but her dear heart is at
rest. Blind and indifferent as the nation to a large extent appears
to the deadly dangers all around from the POPE and his zealous
emissaries, yet may God in mercy
" Frustrate their knavish tricks,
On Him our hopes we fix ;
God save us all."
He is able to save by few as by many, and, probably, to show forth
His own glory <l.nd the futility of earthly strength, will save visibly
in a way we know not yet, to make His power known for the salvation
of His oppressed people who cry daily to Him. He
" Moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform."
:Meanwhile He bids us look up, and act and trust.
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break
In blessings on you~' head."
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His eyes and His. heart are perpetually upon His people, now as of
old, however malignant and cunning the foe.
" Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit."
And so in His Covenant care and boundless, tender love we rest.
Very sincerely, yours in Him,
Birmingham, July, 1901.
AKNIE POOL.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-If the Lord is pleased to preserve us, we shall complete
the twenty-eighth year of labour in the work 0n September 30th.
We are much cheered by the thankful reception of the books by
the men in the army and navy. The Lord has His hidden ones in
both services, and we have been enabled to circulate the truth
amongst them with much acceptance and blessing. The following
letters have recently come to hand : DEAR

FROM A CAPTAIN.

Many and hearty thanks for a large parcel of good books for circulation amongst our sailors. They will be very useful.
FROM A MISSIONARY,

I thank you so much for the parcels of reading received 'lafely on
Thursday last. I pray with you that they may be blessed to those who
read them. I also pray that you may be blessed in your work, and that
the Mission may be supported so as to continue to spread the truth. For
men still love darkness rather than light.
FRO"ll LONDON.

The three splendid parcels to hand this morning; the missionaries and
I rejoice over them, and I trust the contents will prove a blessing to very
many precious souls, as has been the case in many previous supplies,
under God's blessing.
I am requested to acknowledge a parcel of GOSPEL ?lL-\GAZINES from
South Croydon. Many thanks.
Yours sincerel y,
Campbell Road, Salisbury, .August 9th, 1901.
R. E. BRIDEll.

IF God, who is light, be not in thy understanding, thon art blind;
and what is an eye whose sight is out fit for but to help thee to break
thy neck 1 If God be not in thy conscience, to pacify and comfort
it, thou must needs be full of horror or void of sense, a raging devil or
a stupid atheist. If God be not in thy heart and affections to purify
them, thou art but a shoal of fish, a sink of sin. If God be not in
thee the devil is in thee; for man's heart is a house that cannot stand

empty.-Gu1"1wll.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE members of the Royal Family are again thrown into mourning by
the death of the EMPRESS FREDERICK, after a long and painful illness;
and much sympathy has been expressed both at home and abroad
for them.
The late EMPRESS, formerly our PRINCESS ROYAL, did
not find her high position an easy one to fill, but rather an extremely
difficult and trying one. PRINCE BISMARCK was a bitter enemy to her,
and he seems to have done all he could to make her unpopular. It
is said that once in his presence she sent for a glass of water, and
said to the lady-in-waiting who brought it to her, that he had cost
her as many tears as there was water in that glass. But as time
went on, a reaction took place in public feeling, and the German
nation began to realize what a valuable and useful a life hers was;
and since her death the Times correspondent writes :-" Even the
journals which made her the object of their most venomous attacks
when she was GERMAN CROWN PRINCESS, and during the short reign of
the EMPEROR FREDEDICK, are now warm in their praises. They recall
her devotion as a wife and as a mother, her unostentatious work
among the wounded of the Franco-German ·War, and her keen interest
in everything that affected the material, moral. and intellectual life
of the nation." The late EMPRESS only shared the throne with her
Imperial husband for ninety-nine days, and she died from the same
painful malady with which he was affiicted.
IT appears probable that one effect of the Religious Associations' Act,
recently passed in France, will be to drive a large additional number
of Jesuits to our shores. According to the FigitrO, these Jesuits have
decided not to allow themselves to be registered under the provisions
of the French law; and, consequently, by OctobtJr 1st all the Jesuit
~ongregations of France will be dissolved, the older members remaining
in the neighbourhood of their convents, but only as private individuals,
and the younger ones being sent to foreign countries, of which our
own is to be one. This is greatly to be regretted, for we have far
too many Jesuits amongst us already.

ALL true Protestants may heartily rejOIce that the obnoxious and
dangerous Bill, which the Government brought forward for the
purpose of altering the Royal Declaration respecting Transubstantia·
tion, &c., has been withdrawn. This withdrawal has been caused,
110 donbt, chiefly by the strong Protestant feeling which has been
stirred up throughout the country, and which was manifested in a
particularly striking manner at a great meeting held in St. James's Hall,
in the Metropolis; and partly also, perhaps, by the attitude which the
Roman Catholics themselves assumed in the House of Lords, plainly
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showing, to the apparent astonishment of our rulers, that they do
not care much about any particular form of Declaration, but that
they aim at the absolute abolition of the Protestant Succession.
What they want is, to open the. way for a Papist to ascend the
throne, and if they succeeded in that, they would strain every
nerve to seat one on the throne. The Rec01'd observes :-" The
. debates in the House of Lords have not been without their value.
They have shown that if the country is determined-and we hold
that it unquestionably is-to maintain the Protestant Succession,
the Royal Declaration as it has come down to us must be maintained, unimpaired and unaltered.
The attempt to tamper with
this splendid heritage of the British people has failed this time,
but the atta,ck upon it will undoubtedly be renewed next year.
The agents of the Church of Rome are not likely to abandon
their deiSigniS' upon the British '£hrone.
They may modify their
methods, but their policy remains the same; and it is for Protestants throughout the country, now that the truth has been
brought home to them, to take every means to repel the attack,
whatever form it may take.
Careful organization is called for,
and our columns bear evidencc that the Church Association-with
many years of splendid service at its back-and the Imperial
Protestant Federation-with all the freshness and enthusiasm of
youth-·are fully prepared for an active campaign against the
designs of Rome.
This is not a time when Protestants can be
indifferent to the machinations of Rome; her designs must be
repelled promptly and decisively."
MUCH indignation has been aroused ill Scotland by the publication
of an address to the Pope, purporting to be sent by "the entire
University of Glasgow, the Chancellor, the Rector, the professors,
the graduates, and the students," expressing their devotion to "the
Sovereign Pontiff, the most holy, the most revered, and the most
learned man, LEO XIII." Surely the document must be a hoax;
or if not, it is a shameful production. Mr. RODGER HALDANE writes
in the Glasgow Herald respecting it :-" It has transpired that the
address received the sanction of neither the professors, nor the
. gradnates, nor the students. and it is doubtful if the Chancellor or
the Rector was aware of its existence.
And though one shrinks
from giving its proper name to such a document, yet there can be
no doubt how it would be characterized were it not signed by a
dignitary of the Church. But apart from its character in the eye
of the law, this address is a gratuitous insult to. the members of
the University, and a calumny upon the good faith of the professors and clergy of the Church of Scotland, who have solemnly
sworn their belief that the Pope is Antichrist. It is strange that
one who recently occupied the Chair of Church History should
give his sanction to such a document; and yet it is from the
Chairs of Church History that the greater part of the Romanizing
influence has been exerted."
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THE huge cathedral which the Roman Catholics are erecting in
'Westminsteris, it seems, to be particularly favoured, for it is tocontain two precious relics, namely, the body of King Edmund
"the Martyr," and a hand of the Apostle J ames! The Romanist
paper, the Tablet, says :-" Leo XIII. has just given us another and
a touching proof of his love for England. Believing that it would
gratify not only Catholics, but a multitude of English people, to>
receive back the Venerable Body of their Saxon King and Martyr,
St. Edmund, he found means to become himself possessed of that
Great Helic, by obtaining the cession of it from the authorities of
the Church of Toulouse." Accordingly, the .Romish Archbishop of
NicmR arrived with the remains, and deposited them temporarily,
with great ceremony, in the private chapel of the Duke of Norfolk
at Arundel, until the new building at Westminster is ready lo receive
them. No doubt the poor ignorant Papists will think a great deal
of and even worship these remains, but there are very strong reasons
for doubting the genuineness of them. In the first place, there
seems to be no proof that that Saxon King had ever any claim to
be called a "Saint." Legends have been handed down about him,
but the only authentic record about him seems to be that of the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, which states that he fell in battle with the
Danes in the year 870. In the second place, it is very questionable
whether these remains are his remains at all. And even if it could
be proved that they are his remains, they can have no connection
with the modern Church of Rome, for its false doctrines, such as
Transubstantiation, Papal Infallibility, the Immaculate Conception, &c.,
were utterly unknown in his day. With respect also to the supposed
"hand of the Apostle J ames," it is incredible that it has been
preserved so long, more especially, if the ancient tradition be true,
that he suffered martyrdom at Jerusalem in the year 62, by being
tprown from one of the pinnacles of the temple. But Home and
its poor deluded votaries can believe anything.
Our times have been marked by several splendid charitable bequests
and gifts. Lately Mr. CARKEGIE has benefited the Scottish Universities
by a princely gift, and now come tidings of an almost equally magnificent benefaction for housing the poor. By the will of the late
Mr. W. R. SUTTON, the huge sum of one million and a half sterling
becomes available for buildinG' dwellings for the working classes.
Mr. SUTTON, who died about a year ago, was the head of the famous
firm of carriers whose head-quarters are in Golden Lane, but he was
also partner in a huge distillery, and had prosperous interests in
various other commercial undertakings.
The trustees he appointed
to carry out his wishes have few conditions laid upon them in
administering this vast sum, save that all rents ano charges must be
calculated upon a scale to meet the wants of the very poorest, and
lower than would enable a commercial enterprise to earn ordinary
profit. It is notable, too, and characteristic of Mr. SUTTON'S farreaching business, that the benefits he has provided for shall not be
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re8tricted to London, but may be extended to any of the crowded
manufacturing centres which the trustees may think require them.
Of course, as far as the metropolis is concerned, these gentlemen
have already grasped the fact that their first great difficulty will be
the acquisition of sites. In broad outline they purpose to follow
the methods of the PEABODY Fund, but, until the estate is fully
realized, and other matters have been considered, detaill:! of working
cannot be fully given. No unnecessary delay will, however, be permitted before preliminary schemes are formulated. It may be recalled
that Mr. PEABODY'S splendid gift was £500,000, the first instalment
of which-£150,000-was paid in 1862. This fund is at the present
moment housing a population of 21,000 persons. In establishing the
GUINNESS Trust, in 1889, LORD IVEAGH presented £200,000 for
London's wants in this direction, and through this 8,455 people are
provided with comfortable dwellings. These figures are interesting
as showing the valuable potentialities of this most noble benefaction.
MRS. EDWARDS, the wife of one of the missionaries who proceeded
a short time ago to Tai-yuen-fu to investigate the condition of Mission
property and of Native Chl"istians who survived the massacres in
Shan-si, sends the Times some interesting extracts from letters written
by her husband just before his departure from Pekin on this
hazardous journey. He and hib associates had had a long interview
with LI HUNG CHANG. Thongh the VICEROY seemed very infirm, and
had to be supported by his servants whilst standing, his mind was
as clear and active as ever, and he followed with great attention
the account given to him of last year's even1·,g, and especially of the
participation of the Governor: YU-HSIEN, in the massacres-the Boxer
.outbreak in that province, where the relations between the missionaries
and the people had hitherto been exceptionally friendly- having
coincided with the appointment by the E)lPRESS of that notorious
official. LI HUNG CHANG read through carefully a statement which
had been drawn up for him of the proposed settlement of missionary
affairs in Shan-si, and only marked one sentence of which he disapproved. He then discussed at length, in a friendly spirit, the whole
.question of missionary work in China, and asked the missionaries to
draw up a memorandum for him. He informed Dr. EDWARDS and
Dr. A'l'WOUD that, if they were willing to go back to Shan-si, he
'Would place them under the care of the Deputy-Governor on his
return to Tai-ynen-fu. LI HUNG CHAXG'S secretary informed Dr.
EDWARDS that the famine in Shen-si was most severe, and that
.eleven million people were suffering from it. Dr. EDWARDS proposed
that a sum of 20,000 dols.,· collected in the United States for
di8tribution in Shan-si, under a misapprehension as to the locality of
the famine, should be at once applied to the relief of the Shen-si
.sufferers.
One of the chief difficulties ·which Dr. EmvARDs appeared
to apprehend with regard to the missionary settlement in Shan-si
was connected with the exorbitant claims of some of the Roman
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Catholic missiOnaries. According to official telegrams from the
Governor, they are asking for one million taels for one place, and
had demanded the surrender of two public buildings in Tai-yuen-fu,
as well as of the temple and hot springs of Chin-si, about seventeen
miles south-west of that citv. In a conversation with SIR ERKEST
SATOW great stress had bee'n laid by the British Minister on the
expediency of inducing the Chinese authorities to deal with the
claims of the Native Christians without the interference of
foreigners, in accordance with their rights as Chinese subjects and
in the spirit of the Ticn-tsill Treaty, which secured religious toleration for all subjects of the Emperor.

WE are glad to sec that the Secretary of State for India has.
received a telegram from the Viceroy, dated August 10th, 1901, in
which it is stated that the famine prospects have been much
improved by heavy rain, and prospects are now favourable generally.
The total rainfall is below the average of the period over a large
part of the country, and in Gujarat there has only been a third of
the local average, but the falls have been timely, and the deficiency
has caused no material change in the prospects of the crops.
The number on gratuitous relief
Prices are falling, but still high.
and on' relief work in Bombay remains larger than expected, Kaira
alone showing a substantial decrease from 52,000 to 11,000 since
the middle of July. 'fhe reports frol11 the affected districts indicate
no cause f01' anxiety in the physical condition of the people. High
prices are reported to be causing hardship to the poorest classes.
in limited areas in Madras and Assam, but minor measures of
relief, already taken, will be sufficient for their assistance till prices
fall with the autumn hanest. Total number of persons in receipt.
of relief, 537,006:
DR. WELLDOX, the Bishop of Calcutta, who is home on a short
furlough, has been speaking very plainly concerning the situation in
India. The secular instruction offered by our Government to the
natives has had the effect of divorcing them from their native
beliefs, and also, unfortunately, frol11 what little morality was
attached to those beliefs. As nothing has been put in the place of
the discarded positions, there remains, for many Hindoos, simply
atheism; and, as Dr. W'ELLDON says, when the Indian atheist, trained
on European methods, feels his power, there may be a revolt against
an Imperial power which is not universally loved. There is an un
paralleled opportunity in India at the present moment for missionary
work on a new and enlarged scale. None of the Indian religions are
regarded, even by their adherents, as world religions. The field is
open to the Christian missionary as never before. The question Dr.
WELLDON asks is, "'Will the Church understand the new situation and
rise to the occasion ~ " He protests against the' policy so openly
pursued in India amongst the British, of contempt for the" niggers,
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:and of cynical criticism of missionary effort. Frequently the greatest
hindrance in the way of Christian work in India is the presence of
'Callous and godless 'Englishmen, whom the natives regard as Christians, and whom they hate.
A REMARKABLE indirect testimony to the value of missionary work
bas been "furnished by one of the most influential Arab merchants
,on the East Mrican coast, who paid a visit to Mengo recently, and
inter alia visited the C.M.S. Mission at Namirembe. He was so
'struck by the organization of the Church and medical work, and the
way in which the natives were being trained, that, Mohammedan
though he was, he gave five hundred rupees to the Church work,
and a similar sum to the hospital, saying he wished to help forward
:a work God was blessing.
D. A. D.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE~D SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
'THE current number of the Quctrter7y Record contains two
interesting views of the Hornsey Rise Asylum, of which Sir W. MUIR,
.after a visit, wrote: "An admirable place, a land of Beulah for
the Aged Pilgrims." A portrait of the late LORD JUSTICE LUS'H, for
many years a helper of the Society, is also included. Copies of this
})ublication will be gladly forwarded upon application.
On Wednesday, September 4th, at three o'clock, Lieut.-Gen. Sir W.
STIRLING, K.C.B., has kindly promised to preside over a public meeting
in aid of the Institution, at Walton-on-the-Naze. The Rev. Dr. HAlIILTOK
;and other friends will address the assembly.
The attendance of
visitors and local friends is heartily invited.
In response to the noble offer of :\:Ir. B. DEXSHA)I, 250 One Guinea
:Subscribers have kindly doubled their SUbscriptions, and Mr. DEXSH.Bl
has presented to the Society £525. The Committee are now completing the sixth list of fifty Doubled Subscriptions, after which two
hundred more will be needed, in order that the whole of Mr.
DENSHAM'S offer may be secured. Help for this desirable object will
be most thankfully received from Contributors.
The Ninety-fourth Annual Report is now in the hands of the Sub·scribers. It contains a complete and illustrated account of the
operations of the Society during the past year, together with lists of
'Subscribers and Pensioners. The Committee are anxious to make the
work better known, being persuaded that the more widely its literature
'is circulated, and the more personal influence is exerted in its behalf,
the more satisfactory will be the results.

"My times are in Thy hands." Sweet expression! Oh that when'
my work is done I may but be found of God in peace, as found ili
'Christ-a sinner saved by grace.- Watts Willdnson.
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The Religion of Redemption,. 0)' The Doctrine of Man's Ruin a1ul
Christ's Salvation. A Contribution to the Preliminaries of Christian
Apology.
By R. W. MONSELL, RA., late Pastor of the Congregational Church of Neufchatel, Switzerland. Popular Edition, price
2s. 6d. London: Chas. J. Thynne.
A VALUABLE "contribution" indeed, and well worthy of a very careful perusal and study. The author considers his great subject from
·different points of view, noticing many erroneous theories which have
been brought forward respecting it, and refuting them, and giving
quotations from many writcrs upon it, both ancient and modern. For
example, he says :-" Conceptions of the atonement which fall short
of recognizing it to be an expiatory sacrifice, may contain partial
truth, but they exclude its all-essential element. It has been said,
for instance, that our Lord died in order that He might share ir.! our
cSufferings, even to the last. But if that were all, His object would
have been best attained by a natmal death, which is the lot of the
.greater number. The crucifixion is sometimes represented to be a
providential arrangement to givc the teaching of Jesus the consecration of suffering and martyrdom j He was given over to death in
order that His doctrine might live.
But the violent death of the'
founder of a religion is no proof of its truth j the immediate pretext
of Jesus' enemies for putting Him to death was His claim to be the
.son of God, and that elaim would hwe been better substantiated by
paralyzing them, than by letting Himself be crucified before the
multitude, to rise again, and be seen by His followers only. If J eims
did not die to be our ransom, He If'ft behind Him no peculiar
doctrine whatever, either to be sealed by His blood, or to become the
object of our faith. The immediate meaning He gave to His death
remains a part of the fact itself, and we are assured by the whole
spectacle of His passion, that we have not misinterpreted His
words. The difference between His death and that of the rest of the
110ble army of martyrs is, that it furnished them both with the truth
101' which they were to die, and with the faith that sustained them.
He encountered a death of agony, internal horror, and heart-shrinking,
-that they might face death calm and triumphant. A somewhat higher
view is that which understands the death of Jesus to be the end
necessary to crown a whole life of filial submission and self-sacrifice j
'the perfect surrender of a perfect will and life to the perfect will of
.an all-just and all-merciful God.' .It was obedience unto death·obedience perfected in suffering, and glorified by it j 'the fulfilment
and consummation of His life, the greatest moral act ever done in this
world, the highest manifestation of perfect love, the centre in which
the rays of love converge and meet, the extremest abnegation and
annihilation of self-a death in which all the separate gifts of heroes
.and martyrs are united in a Divine excellence.' All this is part oft-he
truth; if it were the wh91e, Calvary would prove a sort of stage for
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a grand religious and sentimental exhibition: the death of our Lord
would be a sublime display intended to work upon the imagination,
a vivid and salutary impression, a touching spectacle offered to
our admiration, and if necessary to our imitation-but it would
not be the object of our faith, we should not be saved by it.
Now, on the contrary, there hung a real Victim-there was
wrought out a real salvation-upon that Cross, which 'stands,
amidst the lapse of ages and the waste of worlds, a single
solitary monument.' There breathes in that holy passion an awful
earnestness. The New Testament attributes to the Redeemer's death
a significancy altogether distinct from that of His life; it is the
specific act of redemption: 'Ye were not redeemed with corrnptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot.' And again, 'In whom
ye have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace.' The beloved Apostle saw the reprcsentatives of saved sinners standing before the Lamb 'as it had been
slain,' and heard their song of adoration, 'Thou hast redeemed us to
God by Thy blood.' Paul summed up in a short formula the Gospel
which he preached, n,nd by which his believing hearers were saved,
even this, 'That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures;
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day.'''

LINES,
WRITTEN BY A POOR wmfA:\' IN

THE EDINBURGH ROYAL INFIR]\IARY.

POOR! Yes I am, and glory in the thought;
But rich in Him who with His blood me bought;
Poor! yet I love my poverty to see,
That I may live in Christ, and He in me.
Poor! yes, my soul, how glorious 'tis to know
On sinful souls Christ does "His love" bestow!
All things are His-heaven, earth at His command;
All things are mine, for in Him do I stand.
Rich am I
When face
Filled with
I'll see His

not in time, I'll richer be
to face my Saviour I shall see;
His fulness, my joy shall be complete,
face, and worship at His feet.

AFFLICTION is a pill which, wrapt up in patience, may be easily
swallowed; but when discontent puts us upon chewing it, proves.
bitter and disgusting,·-Flavel.
"LORD, give me grace to feel my need of grace, give me grace
to ask for grace, give me grace to receive grace. And, 0 Lord, when
grace is given, give me grace to use it! "-C. B.

