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" But when thou m·t bidden, go and sit down in the lowest
1"OO1n."-LIJKE xiv. 10.
THE Gospel of the sovereign grace of GOD is spoken of in the
Scriptures as a spiritual feast; ani!. the final gathering of the
redeemed people of GOD,when "the whole family in heaven and
earth" shall be gathered, as "the Marriage Supper of the LAMB."
The Gospel of our salvation may well be likened to a banquet,
or feast, for it comprises an endless, bountiful variety of spiritual
dainties, provided for hungering and thirsting souls, who are thus
lovingly bidden by the King of kings :-" Eat, 0 friends, drink,
yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song of Solomon v. 1). The
HOLY SPIRIT describes the Gospel of CHRIST as a "feast of fat
things, of wines on the lees well refined." The late beloved DEAN
LAW once wrote :-" On this board there is the rich abundance
of the Holy Word-refreshment of exuberant promises. There
is the Bread of Life-His body and His blood, and all the discoveries of redeeming love manifested in His deep humiliation,
that He might represent, redeem, and save." The same Evangelical writer, quoting the words, "He brought me to the banqueting house, and His banner over me was love," sweetly proceeds
-" This portion unfolds a splendid scene. A royal apartment
is opened. We discern a board spread with all luxurious viands.
Like the ancient halls of earth's nobles, it is decorated with flags
33
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and ensigns, proclaiming ancestral exploit&. To this grand guestchamber CHRIST leads the Church. Over her seat a banner floats,
emblazoned with emblems of love. The spectacle is resplendent
with profuse magnificence. May the HOLY SPIRIT teach us by
these images of greatness."
The choice of guests to partake of these royal bounties is the
prerogative of the KING of GLORY Himself. It being a feast of
grace, He chooses such characters as man in his pride and ignorance
would reject. JEHOVAH'S choice does not fall on those who can,
or think they can, requite Him. There is no room at His Gospel
table for self-righteousness. Those whom the GOD of SALVATION
has selected to sit down at His table answer to the following description-" the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind."
By His SPIRIT-appointed messengers and ministers, who preach
the glad tidings of free grace in the name of JESUS, He calls
from the highways and hedges the objects of His everlasting love.
These He "compels" to come in, that His" house may be filled."
And as they" come in," a willing people in the day of His power,
each seeks for the last place-" the lowest room" at the King's
table. Each sin-convinced, SPIRIT-led soul reckons himself the
chief of sinners, and, among all the in-gathered company, deems
himself the most unworthy of "dainties such as angels have, or
of the children's bread."
We trace this lowliness and self-loathing in the called ones according to GOD'S purpose alike in the Old Testament and the New.
Thus, we find the Psalmist in his day pouring out his heart's experience in such forcible terms as these: "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my GOD, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness;" or, as the margin speaks :-" I would choose rather
to sit at the threshold in the house of my GOD." He sought" the
lowest room "-or last place-just inside the Father's house as
best befitting one so vile a sinner. We see the same grace of
humility and self-consciousness in the case of the Syro-Phmnician
woman. A place among the dogs under the table, if only a few
crumbs might fall to her lot from the MASTER'S table, sufficed her
needy soul. It is thus still with all who are the subjects of the
SPIRIT'S gracious unction and in-dwelling presence.
One of the leading principles of the sovereign grace of the Gospel
is this-" Many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be
first" (Matt. xix. 30). "Many be called, but few chosen" (Matt.
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xx:. 16). Oh, how blessed it is to realise that however base we
may be, the grace or GOD in CHRIST more than meets our
condition. Where sin abounded grace did not only abound, but
"did much more abound!" Oh, let us, beloved in the LORD,
ever be found in the lowest seat at His table, until He bid us
higher, both in spiritual experience on earth, and in the glory of
His Kingdom presently. May our simple, sincere, and constant
desires find utterance in such words as these:" JESUS, for Thy mercy's sake,
Keep me in Thy school of grace;
Though I'm only fit to take,
Day by day, the lowest place!
" Sweet the lessons of Thy school,
And the lowest place how sweet,
When I yield me to Thy rule,
When I seat me at Thy feet.
" Shall the learner dare rebel,
Shall the weak disciple mourn,
If Thy words seem hard to spell,
And Thy thoughts too deep to learn 1 "
THE EDITOR.

PREACHING one day before Henry VIII, Latime.r stood up in the
pulpit, and seeing the King, addressed himself in a kind of soliloquy,
thus, "Latimer, Latimer, Latimer, take care of what you say, for the
great king, Henry VIII, is here; "-then he paused, and proceeded,
"Latimer, Latimer, Latimer, take care what you say, for the great
King of kings is here."
BLESSED Lord, we thank Thee, that amidst all our unworthiness
and departures, like Israel, Than hast not withdrawn our Sabbaths,
nor made the sun to. go down upon our prophets. Still there is in
our midst the blessed Word of Thy Gospel, the means of grace, and
the cry proclaimed every returning Lord's Day; "He that hath an
ear tD hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
And though in the present hour Zion be ploughed as a field, and the
mountain of the Lord's hous,e lie low; yet Thou hast said that Thou
wilt visit Thy people in the latter day, and gather them together as
the sheep of Bozrah. Do, Lord, as Thou hast said: and hasten the
auspicious hour,· when "a little one shall become a thousand, and
a small one a strong nation;" for Thou hast said, "I the Lord will
hasten it in his time."-Rev. Dr. Hawker.
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THE PERSONALITY OF JESUS.
" Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself."
LUKE xxiv. 39.

IT is a matter of profound importance that we realise the Lord
Jesus Christ as a Person, that we converse with and worship Him
as such, and that our souls are found in intimate fellowship with
Him as our ever-present Counsellor, Friend, and Comforter. There
is too much of a tendency in many believers to be satisfied with
Him as being far away, and to be approached only in worship,
instead of His being known in accordance with His promise"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." As
the Son of Man, indeed, He is at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, the Representative and Intercessor of His people; but
as the Son of God, He is equally with the FATHER and the SPIRIT
present with the Church on earth. He has " gone away," in His
official capacity of Head and Forerunner, but as the Angel of
Jehovah's presence (Isa. lxiii. 9) He still, in His love and in His
pity, bears and carries His redeemed people in their daily passage
through the world. Faith beholds Him always nigh, and not
afar off, "a present help in the time of trouble."
The Psalms abound in language recording the intimacy of the
intercourse which the saints of the Old Testament enjoyed with
theIr divine Kinsman; and, surely, New Testament believers,
who live in times subsequent to the incarnation of Christ, instead
of enjoying restricted pri vilegeb, are entitled to increased liberty
in their fellowship with their Redeemer. The words of Jesub
to His disciples which stand at the head of these" Notes" embody
much more than a historical saying. They record the mind of
Christ for all time. It is plainly His gracious will that His people
should fully enter into the truth that He is, by flesh, one with them;
that " forasmuch ab the children are partakers of flesh and blood
He also Himself likewise took part of the same," and that it is their
marvellous privilege to "handle" Him by faith, and "see"
verily that it is He Himself with whom they have to do! The
fact that their natural sight is holden but serves to quicken spiritual

The Gospel Magazine.

I·

517

VISIOD. "Handle Mc, and see," is faith's warrant to stretch forth
her hand and to lay hold upon Him in His Person of God-Man.
The operations of faith are both tangible and visual. Ohrist
delights to be apprehended by His brethren by both methods.
When faith cannot see Him, because it is dark, it feels for Him
till it find Him. He manifests Himself to all who diligently seek
Him. He is never far off the needy and poor in spirit. What
loving pains He took to assure His disciples after His resurrection
that He was the self-same Jesus Who had taught them and cared
for them in the days of His ministry. Death could not quench
the flame of His vast love, Dor could the waters of judgment drown
it. Having loved His own which were in the world, "He loved
them unto the end," and after accomplishing His Oovenant work
of redemption, He impressed upon them that victory and exaltation
had in no way affected His meek and lowly heart, the gentleness
of His character, and the tenderness of His regard for them.
He is of the same mind still. All that we read of Him in the
Scriptures after His resurrection impresses upon us this most
blessed truth. If doubt p.nd fear possess our souls, His word of
compassion is still-" Handle Me, and see, that it is I Myself."
How precious is that brief declaration-" It is I Myself!" How it
drives away all foolish, fleshly apprehensions from us, and cheers
us in our seasons of gloom. To know that Jesus is with us lightenR
our burdens, dries up our tears, and strengthens our hearts. And
even when faith is at a low ebb, and we fail to touch or to see Him,
it is yet left us to remember that He has promised-" I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee." vVe dare not think He has broken
His holy Word, or forgotten His Covenant pledge. It is an interesting fact, and significant of the Divine mindfulness, that various
cases are recorded in Scripture in which the Lord appeared" by
night" to His needy saints. Thus, the very night that Jacob
left his earthly father's house he saw in his dream a "ladder,"
which opened up direct communication with his Father's house
above, and, as one has said, "the loneliness of that solitary night
was more than cheered by the words God spake to Him; for' the
Lord stood above and said, Behold I am with thee.'" Another
night was passed by the same gracious patriarch-a man full of
fears-in celestial company. .. Jacob was left alone, and there
wrestled a man with him, until the breaking of the day." That
sleepless night was one of the most profitable that Isaac's son
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ever experienced-a night spent in a solitary place with Him
who was able to bless, and did bless. The late saintly and gifted
Adelaide Newton-author of one of the most spiritual expositions of
the Song of Solomon-has left some singularly helpful observations
on this eminently experimental subject. She says :-" There is
f:>omething very remarkable in God's dealings by night with His
servant Gideon; after He had appeared to him during the day,
'the same night' the Lord spake to him, bidding him cut down
Baal's grove; and Gideon 'did it by night' (Judges vi. 11-29).
Again, in the matter of the fleece of wool, God interfered for him
by night; and 'God did so that night" (Judges vi. 36-40). And
yet again in chapter vii. 9, etc.: 'While the host of Midian lay
in the valley,' it came to pass the same night that the Lord said
unto him, Arise, get thee down into the host.' And providing
with His Own inimitable tenderness for the natural timidity of
Gideon's character, He added, that if he feared to go alone, he
might take his servant with him. They we:p.t, and when they
came to the host, one man was telhng his fellow his dream concerning the 'cake of barley bread'-which prepared Gideon for
the work God had for him to do. Finally,' in the beginning of
the middle watch,' the wondrous victory was wrought-a.!l being
done by the light of 'lamps,' in the darkness of the night. How
often the Lord Jesus now gives victory to His Gideons during these
silent bours of night when others sleep! It is little known how
God is preparing His servants during sleepless nights for wondrous
victories over their spiritual foes; but many such nights are passed
alone with God." Again, the same heavenly-minded writer remarks
on God's nocturnal dealings with Solomon-" After Solomon
had been to the tabernacle to worship, 'in that night did God
appear to him, saying, Ask what I shall give thee.' And it would
seem as if it were in calling to remembrance God's dealing with
himself that he prayed on behalf of others on the opening of the
house of prayer that he had builded, saying, ' Let thine eyes be open
upon this house day and night,' to hearken to the supplications of His
people by night as well as by day. And it is beautiful to observe
God's mode of answering this prayer, as if' willing more~abundantly'
to assure him of acceptance, He confirmed His word of promise
by again appearing 'to Solomon by night,' saying that His eyes
and His heart should be indeed there perpetually! How comforting to the believer to know that He who never slumbers nor
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sleeps has His ears open to his prayer at any hour of the night!
Full of thrilling interest, too, is the record of that stormy night when
the disciples were on the sea, 'toiling in rowing.' The wind being
contrary, they knew not that Jesus was alone on the land' praying.'
But about the' fourth watch of the night' He came to them on
the sea, and calmed at once both the storm without and the fears
within, saying unto them, 'It is 1.' "
.As we know, and it is a cheering truth, the darkness of
nature hides nothing from our God. To Him the night shineth
as the day. "He giveth songs in the night"-and prayers also.
How many illustrations of night prayer the Holy Spirit has recorded
in the Word! "Samuel cried to the Lord all the night" (1 Sam.
xv. 11-1'6). Nehemiah prayed for Israel day and night" (Neh.
i. 6). David prayed and watered his couch with tears (Ps.
vi. 1-6). The Bride sought the Lord" by night" upon her bed
(Song iii. 1). Isaiah said, "With my soul have I desired Thee
in the night" (Isa. xxvi. 9). Jeremiah longed to weep day and
night for his people (Jer. ix. 1, Lam. n. 18, 19). Moses fell down
before the Lord "forty days and forty nights" (Deut. ix. 25).
But notably Jesus Himself prayed by night, even "continued
all mght in prayer to God" (Luke vi. 12). and, as has been specially
noted, "What a night of prayer was His last night before He
suffered! first in the supper-chamber (John xvii), and then in
Gethsemane" (Luke xxi. 40-45). One cannot name Gethsemane
and Jesus in prayer, without remembering that plaintively precious
composition of dear Joseph Hart's;"JESUS, while He dwelt below,
As Divine historians say,
To a place would often go ;
Near to Kedron's brook it lay;
In this place He loved to be,
_<\.nd 'twas named Gethsemane.
" 'Twas a garden, as we read,
At the foot of Olivet;
Low, and proper to be made
The Reedemer's lone retreat;
When from noise He would be free,
Then He sought Gethsemane.
"Thither, by their Master brought,
His disciples likewise came;
There the heavenly truths He taught
Often set their hearts on flame;
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Therefore they, as well as He,
Visited Gethsemane.
"Here they oft conversing sat,
Or might join with Christ in prayer:
Oh, what blest devotion that,
When the Lord Himself is there!
All things to them seemed to agree
To endear Gethsemane.
" Here no strangers durst intrude;
But the Prince of Peace could sit,
Cheered with sacred solitude,
Wrapped in contemplation sweet:
Yet how little could they see
Why He chose Gethsemane!
"Full of love to man's lost race,
On His conflict much He thought;
This He knew the destined place,
And He loved the sacred spot;
Therefore 'twas He liked to be
Often in Gethsemane !
" They, His followers, with the rest,
Had incurred the wrath Divine;
And their Lord, with pity pressed,
Longed to bear their load-and mme;
Love to them, and love to me,
Made Him love Gethsemane.
"Many woes had He endured,
Many sore temptations met,
Patient, and to pains inured:
But the sorest trial yet
Was to be sustained in thee,
Gloomy, sad Gethsemane!
" Came at length the dreadful night;
Vengeance with its iron rod
Stood, and with collected might
Bruised the harmless Lamb of God;
See, my soul, thy Saviour see,
Groaning in Gethsemane!
"View Him in that Olive-press,
Pouring forth His sacred blood!
View thy Maker's deep distress!
Hear the sighs and groans of Go(!
Then reflect what sin must be,
Gazing on Gethsemane!
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" Oh! what wonders love has done!
But how little understood!
God well knows, and God alone,
What produced that sweat of blood!
Who can thy deep wonders see?
Wonderful Gethsemane !
" There my God bore all my guilt:
This through grace can be believed:
But the horrors which He felt
Are too vast to be conceived;
None can penetrate through thee,
Doleful, dark Gethsemane !
"Gloomy garden, on thy beds,
Washed by Kedron's waters foul,
Grow most rank and bitter weeds:
Think on these, my sinful soul !
Wouldst thou sin's dominion flee?
Call to mind Gethsemane !
"Eden, from each flowery bed,
Did for man short sweetness breathe;
Soon by Satan's counsel led,
Man wrought sin, and sin wrought death:
But of life the healing tree
Grows in rich Gethsemane.
" Sins against a holy God;
Sins against His righteous laws;
Sins against His love, His blood;
Sins against His name and cause:
Sins immense as is the seaHide me, 0 Gethsemane!

l
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"Saviour, all the stone remove
From my flinty, frozen heart;
Thaw it with the beams of love,
Pierce it with the blood-dipped dart.
Wound the heart that wounded Thee;
Melt it in Gethsemane!"
The Mount of Olives, at foot of which lay Gethsemane-the
Oil-press-is full of sacred memories associated with the inner
life of Jesus. Indeed, that Mount occupies in both the Old and
New Testaments the most eminent place among the many mountains mentioned in the inspired writings in connection with Israel,
both national and spiritual. The reader is invited to note the
New Testament references to Olivet in their relation to the personal
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history of Jesus on earth. They bring home to the hearts of
His followers a sweet and powerful sense of His adorable Person,
of His most real identification with His people and their present
condition, and of His Divine resources to meet all their needf!.
To guide the mind in this holy study the following references may
be cited :-Matt. xxiv. 1-4; John viii. 1, 2; Luke xix. 37; and
Acts i. 9-12. Others will suggest themselves. This topical
association of Jesus and His great work of redemption on earth,
together with the remembrance of His being" the same yesterday,
to-day, and for ever," is well calculated to assist our apprehension
of Him in Whom we have a High Priest who can be-and is"touched with the feeling of our infirmities," and Who" was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."

J. O.

Clifton.

THE DIVINE· PREACHER.
READER, let it be your wisdom, in all your meditations on the sufferings and exercises of Christ, to connect with them the cause, "He
was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and by His stripes
we are healed." And while we think of those things, let us in all
our lesser exercises bless God, when at anv time called to the fellowship in suffering of His Son Jesus Christ. "My brethren (saith James),
count it all joy, when ye fall into divers temptations." And, no doubt,
when the strength of Christ is made perfect in our weakness, there
is great cause of joy, to glory even in our infirmities, when the power
of Christ doth rest upon us. Reader, think what a sermon Christ's
first sermon was, which he preached after His ordination by the unction
of the Holy Ghost, in the Jewish synagogue (Luke iv.). Oh, that
all preachers of the Word of God were to follow Christ's example, and
thereby prove that the Spirit of the Lord, according to the measure
of the gift of Christ, was upon them. Might we not hope, that from
the same blessed cause, as by the Master so by His servants, gracious
effects would follow; and the Lord's cause would be glorified in the
earth? But let all such not fail to do as Christ did. However offensive
to carnal reason, and to the free-will of men, let the sovereignty of
God be proclaimed. Many widows, and many lepers, there may be
in Israel now, as of old; but until God send His Word, there will
be no commission to heal. Oh, do Thou, blessed Jesus, Who in the
days of Thy flesh didst heal all the diseases of Thy people, now in the
day of Thy power manifest the sovereignty of Thy grace and salvation,
and preach by Thy blessed Spirit, as then in the synagogues of Galilee.
Amen.-Rev. Dr. Hawker.

.'
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WELL·SPRINGS.
" Prove Me now."-MAL. iii. 10.

A VAST subject is summarized in this chapter, as given in the heading, thus :-Of the messenger, majesty, and grace of Christ,. of the rebellion,
sacruege, and infidelity of the people. The promise of blessing to them
that fear God. The mind of Jehovah is upon His Messenger, "even
the Messenger of the Covenant," Who" shall sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver," and Who" shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in
righteousness."
The unchangeable character of Jehovah is next spoken of, in the
6th verse: an assertion which is calculated to bring comfort to every
"worm Jacob."
"For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." Then in the 7th and following
verses we read of Israel's wanderings, backslidings and revoltings,
how they have robbed God, and offered unto Him unacceptable
service. But here again we see how He gives love for hate, and turns
the curse into blessing. He rules over all and above all the affairs
of men, and controls everything for their ultimate good and His own
glory.
Thus we view His hand that holds the universe; that guides the
lights of heaven, that moves the stars along; that holds the waters
in its hollow, and that easily taketh up the isles as a very little thing;it is this same God whose Voice speaks all the promises. By Him
are all things, and by Him all things created exist and are controlled.
Where" God meant it unto good," only good shall and must come
out of that in which we see only evil. Now for judgment. He will
show mercy for Israel's wanderings; He will gather them in spite of
their backslidings; He "will love them freely." They may have
robbed and withheld from Him, but like the God He is, passing by
transgression, and delighting to forgive and forget their sins, He will
open the very" windows of heaven and pour down such a blessing
that there shall not be room enough to receive it." Truly His Word
declares, " God 16veth a cheerful giver," and there is none like Him!
" He givpth good measure, pressed down and running over; " not
grudgingly, nor of necessity; nor according to what a man asks,
for in our very asking how far short we fall; but freely (Rom. iii. 12),
for nought (2 Thess. iii. 8), and without a cause (John xv. 25) is how
He gives, and loves! "Ye have not because ye ask not" is a daily
truth in our experience. How slow we are to take Him at His word,
" Ask and it shil1 be given you." With the very need in us, we are, alas!
slow to supplicate the mercy-seat; such laggards in the race; such
doubters of faith's promise; knowing nothing as we ought, and
claiming nothing as we should. We forget His heart's delight is to
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bestow; His ability to grant" exceeding abundantly above all we
can ask or think," and His promise to " supply all our need according
to His riches in glory," which are inexhaustible, unfathomable, and
everlasting!
Very gratefully fell the words of that sweet hymn in public worship
recently upon the writer's heart:
"Behold the throne of gra.ce ;
The promise calls me near;
There Jesus shows His smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer."

Now, beloved reader, may this exhortation of our text encourage
our hearts to plead at the mercy-seat, and there prove the power of
our prayer-hearing and answering God. These three little words
were given the writer as her motto for the year 1905, and daily in
sweet experimental knowledge has the Lord, under a variety of scenes,
experiences, and circumstances, given the soul her rich portion in
proving Him.
" Prove Me now"! What a gracious invitation of our heavenly
Father to His believing Israel. What a tender provision to the soul
in whatever circumstances and exigencies it may be called to
travel. 'When in trial, "Prove Me now" comes from the he:ut of
the unfailing Jesus, who is the promised Refuge of every tried believer.
And when surrounded by mercies, prove Me now is the word of His
covenant, as coming from the heart of Him who delights to bless.
In affliction, sorrow, suffering, or bereavement, under any cross which
lies in our pathway, "Prove Me now" is the word of His grace, which
supports the soul as she recalls His character under past experiences,
where Ebenezers have been raised to His faithfulness.
And when all things are serene and smooth, and the pathway trodden
is in sunshine, may the heart respond again to the gracious words
"Prove Me now," lest when our souls be lifted up, and our mountain
stand strong, we forget the Lord that made us and Who only keeps us.
Dear child of God, whatever be our lot or position, may we seek
grace to "prove" the Lord in it all. May our posture be ever that of
the Bride as seen coming up out of the wilderness, leaning upon,
proving the strength of, her Beloved.
May the ear of faith be quick to catch His voice, and the eye of
faith be fixed, "looking unto Jesus;" the hand ready for His service,
the feet kept running the way of His commandments, and the heart
responsive to His gracious words-" Prove Me now." Thus the soul
shall never be disappointed of her hope, nor shall her expectation
be cut off.
"They who once His kindness prove,
Find it everlasting love."

Once again hear the words of thy heavenly Father, "Prove Me now,"
as the darkness deepens and the descent into" the valley of the shadow"
is made with faltering steps. Here may the soul discern the sweet
whisper of His voice, "Prove Me now," "even unto death."
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Such is the character of thy Lord,Who speaks this gracious invitation
to every grace-saved soul, teaching us that every event, great and
small, of our lives may be left to Him for time and eternity. Wherein
we have proved Him now the faithful and True, we shall see Him
much more than all this in those eternal ages where our worship will
know no interval, nor shall we ever cease from praising Him Who hath
dealt so bountifully with us. As the children of Israel proved the
promise of the manna daily, so does everyone of God's spiritual Israel
realize His daily provision of bounty from His well-filled hand; so
that there is "no lack" of aught the Iiord our God has promised His
needy children. What we desire and require is the heart made soft
to feel and approve all His ways as good and right in gratitude and
praise, and to sing in the simple language of Burnham:.. Jesus, now Thyself reveal;
Manifest Thy love to me :
Make me Saviour, make me feel,
All my soul's delight in Thee.
" All Thy way's I'd well approve,
Under Thy dear wings abide;
Never from Thy cross I'd move,
, Never leave Thy wounded side.
.. Daily I'd repent of sin,
Daily wa.sh in Calva.ry's blood,

Daily feel Thy peace within,
Daily I'd commune with God.
.. Daily I'd Thy Name adore,
Prize Thy Word and live to pray:
All Thy kindness well explore,
Still press on to perfect day.
" When with evils I'm beset,
Foes advancing all around,
Down I'd fall at Thy dear feet,
Wait to see Thy grace abound."

Beloved reader, ascend the mount, view thine inheritance from
thence with the eye of faith, and know" there remaineth yet very much
land to be posessed." And recall His gracious word in precept and
promise-" Prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it."
Abundance is with Him-poverty is ours! May He enlarge our
coast, and give us to prove His willingness and delight to bestow
freely for His own glory!

R.

BELIEVERS are" sitting together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus."
Their exaltation to glory is as sure as their resurrection from the dead.
The union which secures the latter secures also the former.-Dean Law.
WHENEVER we see a child of God, let us remember how fervently
and eternally we shall love Him in heaven, and thIS will cast out uncharitable thought, and cement, even now, 'our hearts in holy oneness.
-Dean Law.
MEN ignorantly imagine that they may approach God as, and where,
they please. This is a vain fallacy. There is no possibility for the
sinner to meet the holy God but in Christ Jesus. "No man cometh
to the Father but by Me." In Christ only can there be union.-Dean
Law.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
JOB

(xxxi.)

" I MADE a covenant with mine eyes: why then should I think upon
a maid?" Whenever Job lived, it is not easy to determine, whether
in patriarchal times, or after the time of Moses and the giving of the
law, but sentences like this, show the work of the law written upon
the heart of the saints of old, and also prove the same Divine Teacher
and Sanctifier led them into all truth, as He does the children of
God in New Testament days. Job knew that desire enters at the
eyes, "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the wOTld."
Therefore he was guided by the indwelling Spirit of holiness to make
a covenant with his eyes, lest he should be tempted to sin (Matt. v. 28).
So David prayed, "Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity,
and quicken Thou me in Thy way."
"For what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance
of the Almighty from on high? Is not destruction to the wicked
and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity?" Can they
expect a portion in God who wallow in the mire of iniquity; have
they a title assured to the heavenly inheritance who "continue in
sin that grace may abound?" God forbid! We see in all the
Scriptures how destruction overtakes the wicked, and a strange chastisement to even the children of God when they fall before temptation
and work iniquity (2 Sam. xii. 10, 11). We have been struck in course
of reading to-day with the fact that Nadab and Abihu, together with
Moses and Aaron and seventy of the elders of Israel, went up unto
Mount Sinai, and" they saw the God of Israel, and there was under
His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and as it were the
body of heaven in its clearness-also they saw God and did eat
and drink." Thus they were brought into the most intimate nearness
and fellowship! Could it be that Nadab and Abihu were afterwards
consigned to the bottomless pit? True, a "strange punishment"
befel them, for they offered strange fire before the Lord; but is
it not an example of 1 Cor. v. 5, "To deliver such an one to Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus?" We ask the question, to be answered
by those more deeply taught. If we are indulged with closer communion with the Lord, we shall cry to be kept nigh, and" Stand in
awe and sin not," so shall we not need" a strange punishment."
"Doth He not see my ways and count all my steps?" This to
an ungodly man would occasion terror; to Job it was cause of rejoicing,
a token for good, of special care and oversight, that he might appeal
to his Almighty Friend, that He saw not either wicked ways, or deceit
in his conduct, or hypocrisy in his religion, and a source of unspeakable
comfort to his soul, that He who rules the universe condescended
even to count his steps! A mother watches over the steps of the
infant just beginning to walk, but when the child is grown she no
longer marks every step; but here is an aged believer testifying to
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the incessant care of his God, Doth He not count all my steps ~ "The
steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delighteth in
his ways." We may well sit at the feet of Job and David to learn
this lesson about every step! "If I have walked with vanity, or
if my foot hath hasted to deceit, let me be weighed in an even balance
that God may know mine integrity!" Job was defending himself
against the charge of hypocritical wickedness. F. B. Meyer says,
" In this chapter, Job rose to his feet and lifted his hands towards
heaven, took, in Oriental fashion, a solemn oath, the oath of clearing;
we may well in these various points of asseveration ask ourselves
how far it is true of us." Hence this is no proof of self-righteousness
in the patriarch: he was on his defence against false accusation.
" If my step hath turned out of the way and mine heart walked
after mine eyes, if any blot hath cleaved to my hands; then let me
sow and let another eat; yea, let my offspring be rooted out. If
mine heart hath been deceived by a woman, or if I have laid wait
at my neighbour's door, for this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an
iniquity to be punished by the judges. For it is a fire that consumeth
to destruction, and would root out all mine increase." Job here
deals with God's retributive justice in rendering punishment to sinners
according to their evil-doing, and chastisement to His own people
if they fall into the co=ission, whereby they" give occasion to the
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme." David killed Uriah with the
sword of the children of Ammon-the sword was never to depart
from his house. He had taken the poor man's ewe lamb, and he
was made to restore fourfold: the child, Ammon, Absalom, and Adonijah. We have other instances through the Scriptures, manifestly
in the apostle Paul, who was at the stoning of Stephen, and was
himself stoned; who persecuted the saints, and had his full measure
of persecution.
" If I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant
when they contended with me, what then shall I do when God riseth
up? And when He visiteth what shall I answer Him?" "Did not
He that made me in the womb make him? and did not One fashion
us in the womb?" "Masters, give unto your servants that which is
just and equal, knowing that ye also have a master in Heaven."
Evidently this truth was impressed on the heart of Job. Who could
have written it ~ The Epistle to the Colossians was not in existence
till long ages afterwards; it must therefore have been" written not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God; not in tables of stone,
but in fleshy tables of the heart." We hear the saints of the old
dispensation disparaged in the present day and put in the background;
but is our doctrine more pure, our life more according to godliness,
our practice more consistent ~ Blessed be our God when He riseth
up to chasten our misdoings, when He visiteth us with chastisement,
like a tender father He pities, and when we acknowledge our offences,
He freely forgives, and there is no continual upbraiding for our folly!
How far beyond the best of men! "If I have withheld the poor from
their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail, or have eaten
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my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof."
"Love is the fulfilling of the law." Evidently the law of love was
deeply graven on the patriarch's heart, and brought forth fruit in his
actions towards the poor, the widow, and the fatherless, fruit of good
works, evidences of his faith and godliness, and absence of selfishness
as regards his morsel of the good things of this life, or of heavenly
dainties which he shared with the fatherless (" For from my youth
he was brought up with me as with a father, and I have guided her
from my mother's womb "). Let us imitate Job in merciful dispositions, and take especial care, if indulged to eat "oiled bread,"
not to enjoy it alone, but share it with those who as yet know not
the blessedness of being "married to Christ," nor have learned to
cry, Abba, Father! "If I have seen any perish for want of clothing,
or any poor without covering: if his loins have not blessed me, and
if he were not warmed with the fleece of my sheep." How many
do we see around us without the spiritual covering for that naked
condition before God, and ready to perish, that we make no effort,
or seek grace to "Bring forth the best robe and put it on him!"
Surely the loins of him that is warmed with the fleece of the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world, will bless him that, instrumentally, clothes with the garment of salvation!
" If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when I saw
my help in the gate, then let mine arm fall from the shoulder-blade
and mine arm be broken from the bone. For destruction from God
was a terror to me, and by rea,son of His highness I could not endure."
" The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;" and Job gives
as a reason why he was kept from the commission of sin towards his
neighbour: the fear of God restrained from evil, constrained to good
in relative duties. Here is not only the negative side, but also the positive, flowing from the principle of setting the Lord always before
him, rejoicing in His highness, exulting in the majestv of his God.
" If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou
art my confidence: if I rejoiced because my wealth was great and
because mine hand had -gotten much." "The love of money is the
root of all evil, which, while some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." How
many fall into this temptation of making fine gold their confidence,
and glory" because mine hand had gotten much." For the most
part the Lord's people are poor in this world's goods, because He
chooseth their lot and knoweth the snares of wealth. That is a good
prayer of Agar's, "Give me neither poverty nor riches." "Godliness
with contentment is great gain." Not the man who has power and
means to gratify every desire is happy, but he who has the fewest
wants and all summed up in " One thing," and that one thing needful
-Christ-God his exceeding joy. "If I beheld the sun when it
shined, or the moon walking in brightness; and my heart hath been
secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand; this also were
an iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should have denied
the God that is above." Yet in spite of this Scripture; little children
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are taught by their nurses to kiss their hand to the new moon. Any
homage paid to the heavenly bodies is virtually denying the Creator
that worship due to Him alone, God over all, blessed for ever. "By
the law is the knowledge of sin: nay, I had not known sin but by
the law."
If this Word of God by Job had not been written, how
should we have known that such an act was iniquity and a "denial
of God above" ~ "Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my
transgressions; according to thy mercy remember Thou me, for
Thy goodness sake, 0 Lord." Great High Priest of our profession,
apply the blood of atonement to this sin of ignorance now" come to
knowledge" (Levit. iv. 23, 27-30), and let our hearts be sprinkled from
an evil conscience. "If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that
hated me, or lifted up myself when evil found him, neither have I
suffered my mouth to sin by wishing curse to his souL" Surely Job
was endued with an excellent spirit, the Holy Spirit of God, in an
especial degree separating him from evil, and inclining him to good,
pure, holy thoughts. How many Christians are not worthy to unloose the latchet of his shoe, and yet we have the clearer light and
revelation of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
" If the men of my tabernacle said not, Oh that we had of his flesh!
we cannot be satisfied." "The stranger did not lodge in the street,
but I opened my doors to the traveller." Job might have known the
precept, "Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares." It must have been written on
the fleshy tables of his heart by the self-same Spirit who inspired
the Apostle Paul to write it for our learning.
"If I have covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine
iniquity in my bosom." Here is evidence that Job believed the
account of the fall of Adam, and his attempt to hide his sin and nakedness by his fig-leaf covering; he was an old-fashioned believer in the
doctrinal truths of Holy Scripture, and his life and this defence of
himself against the false accusations of his friends prove he was actuated
by the pure Word of God. He is a rebuke to the critics of the present
day. "Did I fear a great multitude, or did the contempt of families
terrify me that I kept silence and went not out of the door ~" Only
the fear of God will keep us from fearing a multitude, or from following them to do evil. THe contempt of families is often a terror from
which only his heart who is stable, trusting in the Lord, can be kept
in perwe, and not keep silence when witnessing for God and His truth
prompts us that it is "'a time to speak," and not to shut ourselve!!
indoors when called to confess Him before men.
" Oh that One would hear me ! behold my desire is that the Almighty
would answer me, and that mine adversary had written a book."
This is the continual yearning of a child of God, " Oh that One would
hear me," and that One the Omnipotent God, and the desire of his
heart, that he might know he was heard by the answer; and his
adversary had written his indictment against him in a book
There is a craving for God to speak and settle the question
according to His unerring judgment. It is ever so, that the believer
~'
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appeals to the Almighty Discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
helJ,rt. No wickedman would thus refer the case to the supreme court,
because he would know that the verdict would be against him.
"Surely I would take upon my shoulder and bind it as a crown
to me." This must refer to the token that he was heard, which he
would lay on his shoulder rejoicing, and the Almighty's answer, which
he would bind as a crown to his head. We appeal to those whose
prayers are answered. Are they not cause of rejoicing, and the words
in which our God has spoken to us, more precious than crowns of
gold?
" I would declare unto Him the number of my steps; as a prince
would I go near unto Him." This is not the testimony of one who
had never been" brought nigh to God," or of one that had never known
" access with confidence." A prince is the son of a king. Who could
have told Job, as a prince, he could go near to God? None but the
Spirit of adoption, crying Abba, Father. There has never been but
one Tutor for the royal family appointed of the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, of Whom the whole family in heaven and earth
is named; and that Teacher evidently instructed Job, that" as a
prince he could go nearunto Him." It is a sublime thought that though
the epistles to the Romans and Galatians were not then written, "God,
who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in times past unto
the fathers," instructed them in the same deep things of God, so that
they were not a whit behind us; nay, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
we may learn how the patriarch drew nigh with holy boldness as a
son of the Great King, a son of the Lord God Almighty; and also learn
to imitate those worthy men whose names are in the book of life,
and were redeemed with the same precious blood, at the same ransomprice, loved with the same everlasting love, and taught by the same
Infallible Teacher. Jacob was a prince of God, a prince with God; he
learnt it in the same school of affiiction as Job. Our heavenly Father
still places His children in the same college, where they are taught
to estimate highly their dignity, and not disgrace their lofty birth.
If we have not been taught in the same school, and by the same
Preceptor, we may well question if we belong to the royal family of
heaven; the household of faith is not composed of unbelievers.
" If my land cry against me, or that the furrows likewise thereof
complain; if I have eaten the fruits thereof without money, or have
caused the owners thereof to lose their life; let thistles grow instead
of wheat, and cockle instead of barley. The words of Job are ended."
This brings his defence to a termination. We are reminded of the
words by the apostle, "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsOever things are pure, whatsoever things ate lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things" (Phi!. iv. 8). Job was evidently a sanctified
man; indwelt and actuated by the Holy Spirit to all holy, true,
honest; just, pure, lovely, virtuous actions before his fellowmen.
It is our idea of sanctification, not only "separation from evil
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and the world," without at all affecting their moral character or
qualities (the words are Dr. Robert Young's, defining the derivation
of sanctification). If that were so, then are mORks and nuns sanctified
above all others, and have right to put" Saint" before their name.
"Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty" is not only" separated,"
but all that we can conceive of purity, justice, truth or holiness is not
only His name, His nature, His character, but His actions, and the
Spirit of holiness given to us is the Author of every right thought and
action in the children of God, who are" partakers of the Divine nature,"
though, alas, they have still the fleshly nature warring against the
Spirit (Rom. vii. 23). It is blessed to find in this defence of Job's
that he had been so influenced by the Holy Spirit as to walk uprightly
before men, and by the grace of God bringing salvation to his heart
he was taught to "deny ungodliness and worldly lusts," and to " live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world."
Lord, make us imitators of God, as dear children imitate their
parents; and write Thy precept on our hearts, "Be ye holy, for I am
holy! "
MARY.

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST.
IN THE GALLERIES.

" He is altogether Lovely.-SONG v. 16.
" The King is held in the Galleries."-SONG vii. 5.
SOMETIMES the Christian thinks the King has finally withdrawn Himself, as he experiences the solemn truth that his sins have separat€d
him from the enjoyment of his Saviour's presence. But, Jesus is
never very far from His own. He is faithful Who hath said: "I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee " (Heb. xiii. 5). When He hideth
Himself (Job xriii. 9) it is that His child may seek Him, and, finding
Him, learn the blessedness of
HOLDING THE KING.
"The King is held in the galleries." Faith goes after her absent
Lord, and finding Him at length, lays hold of Him, and cleaves to Him!
Her language is: "I will not let Thee go " (Gen. xxxii. 26). Precious
is that Faith which lays hold of Jesus; and it is wonderful condescension on the part of the King to submit to be " held" in this endearing
and gracious manner. A cry for mercy from a despairing soul holds
Him fast, so does a sigh of sorrow for backsliding from a penitent heart,
as also a desire after Himself from one who has been weaned from all
besides. These things are the fruits of the Spirit's work within, and
He always has regard to the work of His own hands, and will not remove
His love (nor yet Himself) quite away from humble and contrite souls.
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His love lays hold of His child, and His child's love lays hold of Him.
Above all things, true repentance creeps to Him and holds Him by
the feet (Matt. xxviii. 9), until He reveals Himself in all His loveliness
as:THE KING.

Jesus Christ our Lord, the glorious God-Man, is exalted at the ri1?(ht.
hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. i. 3), as King of Kings, and Lord of
I,ords (1 Tim. vi. 15). The Kingdom of our Lord Jesus is three-fold:
Spiritual, in the hearts of the saints; Mediatorial, in heaven; and
Providential, on earth.
His Spiritttal kingdom is set up in the hearts of His people at regeneration,as He said: "The Kingdom of God is within you" (Luke xvii. 21).
His inward reign on the throne of the new heart is manifested in subduing the flesh and sin in the souls of subjects, ruling and over-ruling
all things for them, and in defending them from all harm.
His M ediatorial kingdom is exercised in glory. He ascended on high
for the purpose of interceding for His people, representing them before
the throne, and advocating their cause. Through the exalted Redeemer
their prayers ascend up acceptably to the Father, and all blessings flow
down from their Father to them. They are " accepted in the Beloved."
(Phil. 1. 6).
Christ's Providential kingdom on earth began with the creation
(Col. i. 16), and all creatures and circumstances are subject to His
control, and depend upon His will. In the end, all things will prove
to have been for the lifting" of Jesus on high," that" at (or 'in') the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things
in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Col.
ii. 10, 11).
So great and glorious is the King who is held in
THE GALLERIES,

where He displays the loveliness of His Person, the perfections of His
character, the glory of His work, the excellencies of His name, and the
sweetness of His love. The Word is the first of the galleries of His
grace, in which a precious Christ stands revealed in His majesty and
fullness. From Genesis to the final "Revelation of Jesus Christ,"
which God gave to His servant John, our King is all and in all, the
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last (Rev. i. 11). He appears in
the blessed word of truth as the Suffering Saviour,the Friend of sinners,
the Helper of the helpless, the Rose of Sharon, the Saviour of the lost,
the High Priest of the Church, the Lamb in the midst of the throne,
the Banner of the armies of the Lord, the Shield of the defenceless, the
Righteousness of the saints, the Refuge of the poor, the Hiding-place
of the humble, the Hope of the hopeless, the Prince of Peace, the Teacher
of the ignorant, the Leader of the blind, the Healer of the sick, and in a
vast number of other offices of pity, love, and power; insomuch that
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Jesus meets every case, and supplies every need. The gracious King
reveals Himself also in the galleries of Worship. In His own complex
Person the Lord Jesus is the true Temple, the meeting place of God
and man, because He is the God-man. Not only so, the Lord Jesus is
likewise Himself the true object of the believer's worship, because He
is God, and because the Father can only be approached in Him. Out
of Christ, our God is a consuming fire.
In Gospel galleries the dear Redeemer reveals Himself with pierced
hands outstretched to welcome all who come unto Him labouring and
heavy laden, needing and seeking the rest He alone can give.
The gallery of Communion is the banqueting house, where the
Beloved admits loving souls into fellowship with Himself, and bends
His willing ear to listen to their" tales of woe," while His voice speaks
peace to their troubled hearts. Here He satisfies longing souls with
assurances of His favour, and grants them token of His love. Often
the King is held in the galleries of the Ordinances of His house, and
comes down in the preaching of the Word "like rain upon the mown
grass, and as showers that water the earth" (Ps. lxxii. 6), in reviving,
renewing, and refreshing grace. In the Lord's Supper He presents His
own flesh and blood as food for faith to humble partakers; when they
richly enjoy the King's" feast of fat things." Thus," the King is
held in the galleries."
E. C.
Bath.

ODE ON THE

LAST

DAY.

(Written during a storm at sea by Richard Kempenfelt, Rear-Admiral
of the. Blue, who went down in the " Royal George" when she foundered
at Sp~thead on Thursday, 29th of August, 1782.)

HARK! 'tis the trump of God
Sounds through the realms abroad,
" Time is no more! "
Horrors invest the skies,
Graves burst, and myriads rise;
Nature in agonies
Yields up her store.
Changed in a moment's space
Lo ! all the affrighted race
Shriek and despair:
Now they attempt to fly
Dread immortality,
And eye their misery
•
Dreadfullynear.
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Quick reels the bursting earth,
Rocked by a storm of wrath,
Hurled from her sphere;
Heart-rending thunders roll,
Demons tormented howl,
Great God! support my soul
Yielding to fear.
0, my Redeemer, come!
And through the frightful gloom
Brighten the way.
How would our souls arise,
Soar through the flaming skies,
Join the solemnities
Of the great day!
See! see! the Incarnate God
Swiftly emits abroad
Glories benign!
Lo ! 10 ! He comes, He's here;
Angels and saints appear,
Fled is my every fear,
Jesus is mine !
High~on a flaming throne
Rides the eternal Son,
Sovereign august !
Worlds from His presence fly,
Shrink at His majesty;
Stars, dashed along the s1."y
Awfully burst.

Thousands of thousands wait
Round the judicial seat,
Glorified there.
Prostrate the elders fall
Winged is my raptured soul
Nigh to the Judge of all;
Lo! I draw near.
0, my approving God,
Washed in Thy precious blood,
Bold I advance;
Fearless we wing along,
Join the triumphant throng,
Shout an ecstatic song
Through the expanse!
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE REV. THOMAS CONNELLAN.*
FOR twelve years the name of the Rev. T. Connellan has been well
known in Dublin as a staunch upholder of Protestant truth. His
romantic escape from a boat on Lough Ree, when he was supposed to
have been drowned, attracted great attention at the time, and had the
unlooked-for result of procuring some remarkable obituary notices in
the Roscommon Messenger and other papers. The Town Board,
Borough Court, and Board of Guardians all adjourned, as a mark of
respect to his memory, while the Vicar-General of the diocese wrote a
most sympathetic letter to his father. It was therefore impossible,
after such public testimony in his favour, for anyone to attack his
character. At the present time, "Father" Connellan occupies a
position in Dublin somewhat similar to that of the ex-Abbe Bourrier
in Paris. He edits a paper called The Catholic, which has a considerable
circulation, and is the author of Hear the Other Side, and other
pamphlets, which have had a wide circulation. The headquarters of
his mission is at 51B, Dawson Street, Dublin, where meetings are held
twice in the week, and, with the assistance of his brother, Mr. Joseph
Connellan, he is carrying on a remarkable work for the evangelization
of Ireland. Mr. Connellan's story is as follows :In my thirteenth year I was taken from my happy home in the
west of Ireland, and given in charge to a religious brotherhood in a
neighbouring town. I well remember the drizzling October day when,
in company with my father and an elder brother, I made the dreary
journey. Hitherto I had enjoyed all the sweets of home life; had
angled for trout in the winding river beside my father's residence;
had tramped the neighbouring moors in search of wild ducks' nests, or
made summer peregrinations for bilberries to the adjacent mountain.
It was a happy life, but alas! all too brief. The wise ones of the
neighbourhood had marked me out for the priesthood. My relatives
became elated at the thought. I was destined to shed renown upon
my name and family. I was to return one day a full-blown ecclesiastic,
to read Mass and preach in the village chapel, before whose altar I
worshipped as a boy, and a charter of respectability should ever after
be in possession of my family. So my good father harnessed his horse
to the family side-car, and took me to the nearest classical school,
conducted, as I have stated, by a religious brotherhood.
• "ROADS FROM ROME" is the title of a deeply interesting and informing
book, compiled by the Rev. C. S. ISAACSON. M.A., and published by the Religious
Tract Society, the design of whioh is to show the real inwardness of the Churoh
of Rome, on the testimony of many eminent persons who have left that oorrupt
Communion. The volume oontains a series of narratives, written by converts to
Protestantism, and among them is the sketoh of his experienoes given by the
Rev. THOMAS CONNELLAN. Editor of " The Oatholic "-a staunoh advooate of the
prinoiples of the Protestant Reformation. This sketch we reproduoe, in hope
that its perusal may further the ciroula.tion of " ROADS FROM ROME," whioh, it
should be added, is published at 2/6.
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These men made the usual vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience.
They had come from France, and devoted their lives chiefly to the
education of poor children. They had a higher school, presided over
by a secular priest (they were not allowed to take Orders themselves),
and here began my classical training.
No life could possibly have been more distasteful to me. Hitherto
I had led a kind of Bohemian existence, smarting occasionally under
the rod, but, nevertheless, tasting all the sweets of freedom: now I was
cooped up from morning till night, poring over books until head and
eyes ached, or trying to cram into my brain interminable tales of
miracles, martyrdoms, and saintly intercessions, daily recited by the
good brothers. My lot became intolerable, so much so that I ran
away from the seminary, and young as I was, tramped a dreary road of
nearly twenty miles home.
My reception was anything but cordial. What! disgrace my family
in the eyes of the parish! There is a ridiculous feeling among the
Irish peasantry, carefully nurtured by the Roman Catholic priesthood,
that from the moment a boy takes a Latin grammar in his hand, he
is bound at all risks to go forward, until the doors of the sanctuary
close behind him. Should the unhappy candidate, placed upon the
road to Maynooth without any option of his own, feel that the priest-.
hood would not suit his tastes, or that his virtues were not strong enough
for a state theoretically so holy, the public is still inexorable. Should
he bolt from the path, he is universally set down as a scapegrace, from
whom no good is expected, and the sooner he turns his face towards
other lands the better for himself.
And thus I, a stripling in my thirteenth year, had been already
marked out for the sanctuary. If I did not go forward to success, it
followed, as a logical sequence, that I was a scamp, an outcast, and
my family would be disgraced by my conduct; so I was sent back to
my classics and the brothers' pious fables, feeling that what could not
be helped must be endured.
Three years I passed in this seminary at Sligo. On the whole, they
were happy years. This gradually decaying town has a charming
situation, with high hills upon three sides, and the sea on the fourth.
To me, at least, a run over the hills, or a day upon the dark blue waters
of Lough Gill, was compensation for weeks of study. From Sligo I
was transferred to the Diocesan College at Athlone, a kind of half-way
house on the road to Maynooth. The only recollection I have of this
place is, that after the first few weeks I found my spirit so broken, that,
like Smike at Dotheboys Hall, I yielded to despair. There was a
maximum of study and fresh air combined with a minimum of solid
food. The good man who presided over the establishment was not
responsible for this. No doubt the students, myself included, believed
he was. In this we were mistaken, however, and a little more
experience of the diocese satisfied me that the bishop alone was
responsible.
.
The course of education in Summerhill was after the most cherished
model of the Roman Church. Even Lingard, Roman Catholic· priest
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as he was, was much too truthful a historian in his entirety. Accordingly, a very mediocre abridgement by a Mr. Burke was substituted.
The pious fables which Alban Butler has woven into his Lives of the
Saints were read during breakfast and supper. I remember well that
I believed every tale to be as true as the Gospels, and I presume my
fellow-students thought likewise. We rose at 6 a.m. in winter, and
at half-past 5 in summer, and assisted daily at morning prayer and
Mass. Such a thing as sickness among the students was never contemplated, and any boy who ran counter to the bishop's desires in this
respect was made to shift for himself as best he could. In fact, this
College of Summerhill, although really existing in the nineteenth
century, was worked after the spirit of the Middle Ages.
I remained here during three years, a.a then entered Maynooth.
The change, I confess, was an agreeable one, for, although Maynooth
was then the select and favourite training ground for the priesthood,
its inmates got sufficient food. Maynooth was a world in itself. During
six years, with an interval of two months' vacation annually,
I was as much separated from the world as if under ground. The
very atmosphere is tinged in Maynooth. Entrance to it is like stepping in noonday summer sunshine into some old Romanesque cathedral,
whose small, stained windows cast weird, fantastic outlines of saints
,and anchorites upon the surrounding darkness.
It is still the Middle Ages at Maynooth, and the scholastics are all
in the pride of manhood. Aristotle's logic, veneered slightly by some
of the Fathers, is still taught. In the region of metaphysics, such
men as Des Cartes and Sir William Hamilton are mentioned only to
be refuted, while the schoolmen fence and parry to their hearts' content.
Aquinas and Bellarmine stand in the front rank of the theological
array, somewhat as Hector and lEneas did among the Trojans ; while
if some pious fable is needed to point a moral, Alphonsus Liguori is
always at hand. Gury, a Roman Jesuit, was also an ~mthority in
morals, while his brother Perrone ran riot in the field of dogma. Latin
was the only language spoken in class or written on examination papers
during the six years of my residence; and really it was not to be
wondered at, if at the end of the time one were tempted to fancy himself a contemporary of Torquemada. There was a week's retreat at
the commencement of the scholastic year, during which time the ru\es
forbade speaking. There were shorter retreats before most of the
feasts, a day's retreat once a month, confession once a week at least,
and lectures and exhortations on religious subjects without number.
The books to which the students had access were carefully selected.
English literature was represented by the Dublin Review, and the
writings of past and contemporary Maynooth professors. In fact, no
book under the ban of the Index was ever admitted. The meaning of
this was, that Maynooth students were perfectly free to hear Rome's
case stated by her special pleaders, and then make up their minds as to
a verdict. If in after life anyone of those who sat upon the jury was
rash enough to examine for himself and to declare that he had given
a verdict on crooked evidence, Rome gnashed her teeth at him, called
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him a perjurer and a Judas, and consigned him to everlasting
;torments.
As to the spirit engendered at Maynooth, it was one of abject slavery.
Independence of thought or action was discouraged, frowned down,
denounced. On the contrary, the stolid animal who took kindly to his
bit and curb, and paced with docility before the Church chariot, re- .
ceived every mark of approbation and every reward which the college
could bestow. Rome has her annual Juggernaut Festival in Maynooth,
when a hundred young men, or thereabout, go down on all fours on the
morning of ordination, and solemnly swear before God to bear the Pope
upon their backs for the rest of their lives. To be sure, the choice is
supposed to be a voluntal} one. The candidates have arrived at the
years of discretion. No jlrson is forced. Of course not: yet we
have seen how the opposition has been driven out of court; how Rome,
along with a special pleader, calls to her aid family influence, ignorant
prejudice, deceit, nay, unblushing falsehood; for the books by whose
aid the young ecclesiastic is expected to make up his mind bristle with
falsehood on every page.
On that morning, June 20, 1880, when I first donned the chasuble
of Rome, I gloried in my new character. Was not Roman Catholicism
the genuine Apostolical religion, leading up link by link in unbroken
succession to Jesus Christ 1 Had not I satisfied myself by public and
private reading that she was the true spouse of the Lamb, and did not
I long for the time to come when I might break a lance with those blind
and wicked men who opposed her 1 I really believed it was so, and,
although in extreme bodily weakness, I left for ever my Alma Mater in
extraordinary spiritual strength.
After six weeks' holiday I was put on the" Sligo staff," to use the
bishop's words in a letter whose contents I well remember. I had not
then much opportunity of coming into personal contact with my
bishop, for in a few days the" Sligo staff" was broken up, and I was
sent as a curate to Strokestown. I had not been there quite four
months, when in the depths of the severest winter I have ever known,
January, 1881, I was recalled to Sligo. Strokestown was the first place
where I had charge of a flock, and I shall not soon forget the evening
on which I bade them good-bye. The tears were streaming from rny
eyes almost until I reached my father's place, twenty miles distant.
Next day I made my entry to the bishop's new palace at Sligo, destined to be my home for four years afterwards. I now came into very
immediate contact with my bishop.
. During my first couple of years in his lordship's mansion I was
obliged to teach in the college, look after ceremonies, superintend
schools, and be responsible for a large district. My life was exceedingly busy, and my duties were too much for my strength. After that
I got charge of a lovely strip of country, extendiI\g along the northern
shore of Lough Gill. The scenery was varied and exceedingly
picturesque, while the people were as good as they were primitive.
I absolutely revelled in my new domain.
Dear, primitive region of Calry, with Lough Gill, "the bright lake,"
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nestling at the feet of the sugarloaf hills; these eyes have beheld many
sights and scenes since they last looked upon thee, but nothing comparable to thy varied loveliness!
One evening, after riding in from a visit to my dearly loved people,
I found a letter from the bishop in my room. Although my quarters
were separated from his only by a half-inch board, and some lath and
plaster, he was always pleased to signify his sovereign pleasure by
letter. I took it for granted that I was going to be sent forty or fifty
miles away, and opened the epistle, I confess, with a trembling hand.
It was not a lettre de cachet, for a wonder; it was merely a very civil
request that I should preach the Holy Thursday Sermon in the
cathedral. The subject of this annual oration was Transubstantiation.
It was expected that the Protestants w<rold be pulverized, and the
common people, who love controversy and hard hitting, usually attend
in great numbers. The bishop, with a large number of the diocesan
clergy, is always present, and the occasion is considered one of importance. I believe I had about a month to prepare, and as I rather
prided myself on my preaching just then, I at once commenced to
study my subject.
It was the turning point of my life. The Holy Thursday Sermon
was preached in the presence of bishop, priests, and a crowded congregation. I have been t<>ld that it was admired by the audience, but
I must confess that whatever amount of conviction it might have
brought to the hearers, it certainly left the preacher enveloped in the
mists of doubt and despondency.
After four years' residence in Sligo, I was transferred to the town of
Roscommon. By this time I saw clearly that I must say good-bye to
Rome some day, but I found myself in a fearful dilemma. My parents
were living-are still; my brothers and sisters, ever since my being
set apart for the priesthood, had looked upon me as a superior sort of
being. I had made a host o·f friends-dear, sincere, worthy friendswhose esteem I prized highly. Now, such an untoward event as that
of an Irish Roman Catholic Priest throwing up his living, and walking
out of the Church from conscientious motives, was not to be thought
of. There was no precedent for it. In Irish Roman Catholic circles,
a clergyman may go on to the end of his life, "marrying and giving
in marriage," celebrating Mass every morning, preaching and teaching,
and yet not believe a word he utters. He will have violets cast upon
his grave, and be called" a dear old soul." But let him not give way
to any doubts or misgivings. What business has he with misgivings ~
Why, it is his business to still them or kill them in others.
About nine months before my departure from Ireland I was transferred to Athlone. This town is prettily situated on the Shannon. It
is historic ground, the scene of many a tough fight, not alone between
Celt and Saxon, but between peoples who had come and gone before
either Celt or Saxon had viewed the" Isle of Destiny." For me its
greatest attraction wlis Lough Ree, a splendid sheet of fresh water,
where I could scud before the breeze and forget my troubles. Many
a time, as my boat rocked at anchor far away in the deep water, I sat
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and pondered, while the soft south wind fanned my feverish forehead.
Here was I, leading a life which I knew to be a living lie, longing to fly
away and be at rest, and yet my regard for those who were dear to me
kept me chained to my wheel.
But at length it pleased God to constrain me, for after some time
I could neither eat nor sleep, and walked about feeling as if vitriol
instead of blood coursed through my veins, and shot in myriad fibrous
threads about my temples. Tuesday, September 20, 1887, was my
last day on the Shannon. I was sick almost to death, but the hope
of speedy emancipation sustained me. After breakfast my parish
priest had a talk with me about certain schools of which I had charge,
and then I walked out of St. Peter's for ever! I had sent a Glad{;tone
bag, containing a secular suit of clothes, to the boat, and determined
at any risk to have done with myoId life.
It was a lovely day, bright and breezy, and the pull on the river
soothed, as it always did, my agitated nerves. I landed on the Leinster
shore near Carberry, deposited my secular clothes in some underwood,
and pushed out into the river. I then undressed, dodged a fisherman
for a little, and having plunged into the water swam ashore, and stood
for a moment upon a green mound to have a last look at the Shannon,
then dashed across some uplands, through a red bog, emerging finally
on the railway. I might have run to Moate, I fancy, had I so desired.
No baptism by water had ever wrought a more wonderful regeneration than had that plunge into the sunlit Shannon. The load of sufferings and care which I had carried for years remained with my clerical
garb in the boat.
For years I had been as wretched a slave as ever tugged at galley
oar. Now I bounded a free man once again, and myoId spirit had
returned. I caught the evening train from Moate, and had my first
sound sleep for many months in Dublin that night. Next morning I
crossed from Kingstown, and about six o'clock in the evening stepped
out of Euston, friendless and unknown, in a wilderness of five millions
of souls.
But the God who befriended the Judean shepherd lad when sold into
Egypt took care of me. In a few days I obtained the post of subeditor (under an assumed name) on the staff of a weekly paper. Since
then my longing desire has been for more light. Daily in the readingroom of the British Museum I followed, step by step, the thread which
had guided me out of the labyrinth of superstition and fraud. I was
mO,re than convinced that my position was sound, and longed for nothing more than a closer communion with God.
An Irish friend introduced me to the Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe, Vicar
of St. Paul's, Onslow Square. There, indeed, I found that of which
I had been in search-a man devoted heart and soul to his callingworking among his people fourteen hours per day, a scholar, a gentleman, one accessible to the "heavily burdened," even as Christ had been.
He proved such an attraction to me, that I went to live in his parish,
and, like Paul with Gamaliel, I have since sat at his feet. To him and
his senior curate, the Rev. J. Harford-Battersby (now the Rev. J.
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Harford), who has been more than a brother to me, I beg to record my
obligations.
From them I learned what true Protestant Christianity really is, and
now" I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed
from faith unto faith; as it is written, The just shall live by faith."
Cujusvis hominis est errare, says Cicero ; nullius nisi insipientis perseverare in errore. "Any man may err; but no one but a fool will
persevere in his error."
THIRSTING AFTER JESUS.
eaeh morning breaketh,
I would see Thy face,
Jesus! precious Saviour!
Jesus! King of Grace!
For my thirsty spirit
Longs to drink again
Of the living river
Flowing through this plain.
ERE

Hark! how sweet its music,
As it dashes by,
Clear and fresh as ever
In its melody.
From the crystal city,
From the throne on high,
It has lea.ped to succour
Sinners lest they die!
Flowing where the desert
Looks most parched and bare,
There its shining wavelets
Sparkle ev'rywhere!
We. with dying thousands,
Would again partake
Of this crystal river,
It our thirst can slake.
It the drooping pastures
Can refresh and bless,
And with fragrant blossoms
Clothe the wilderness !
Oh! Thou living Spirit,
Give us of Thy dew,
Then our souls, like gardens,
Will yield fruit anew!
THE LATE REV.
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ADAM.
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" And Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord
God amongst the trees of the garden."-GENEsls ill. 8.

AD AM was a public character; he was the federal head of the whole
human family, and in this point of view his history is most interesting.
But this is not our main subject upon this occasion; we shall, however,
just touch upon it. There could be nothing more interesting than to
consider the creation of Adam; the sovereignty of God in making this
man so exalted and so dignified; for you remember the 26th verse of
the 1st chapter: "God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our
likeness." Now, when men view the creation of Adam merely as one
part of the great work of creation, they lose a great deal, it appears to
me, of the interesting and mysterious character that attaches itself to
the creation of man in the image of God. I must always view this
declaration as the expression, and utterance, and great prophecy of
the eternal purpose that God would come forth, and Himself appear in
that very humanity. It is a deeply interesting passage, " Let Us make
man in Our image." What image ~ "God is a Spirit," therefore, in
that respect, man could not be said to be made after the image of God;
but it appears to me that man was made after the image of God's own
Son, who from all eternity purposed to take upon Him this very form
of humanity; and when God said, "Let Us make man in Our image,"
the great purpose and plan of God was just uttered and expressed in
the creation of that being who was to have fellowship with God; and
though he fell, yet-never lose sight of this point-Christ and his
people are one, mystically one man; Christ is called "the Last
Adam," His people are called" the body of Christ."
It would be an interesting matter to consider, not only the fact of
the creation of man, but also the exalted position of blessedness which'
Adam enjoyed when he came forth from the Lord's hands, and when
He " breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.." We find him a real
type of the Lord Jesus Christ in the dominion which he had. It seemed
as if God would teach His Church through that type something of the
universal dominion which the Son of God shall have hereafter.
It is interesting, again, to view the element in which Adam lived and
in which his happiness consisted. For, do not think that God will ever
allow an intelligent being to have all his enjoyment in the creature.
Do not think that it was the beauty or the serenity of that garden
which constituted the happiness of Adam. That which infused
happiness into these things-that which made them subservient to the
enjoyment of so intelligent a being, was the blessing which was wrapped
up in them. "God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful,
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and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the earth."
We cannot but view Adam as a typical character. We cannot forget
that in the dominion which he exercised over the great creation around
him, there was a kind of foreshadowing of the kingdom and dominion
of the Lord Jesus Christ; that time when God shall again bless His
creation, when the curse shall be removed, when there shall be a
restitution, a putting right again, of all things.
But the subject which comes under our consideration now is,
Adam in another aspect; it is his character and conduct as having a
bearing upon our own experience, and as being reflective of the
character of man; therefore it is Adam in the lower and in the degraded
aspect that we are about to consider, he being here also a type of the
things with which we are conversant in our own breast. We think it
right to give you a little sketch of the fall of this extraordinary man,
and there are four points of view in which I wish to consider this
character-ADAM TEMPTED, ADAM WEAK, ADAM SINNIKG, ADAM
GUILTY.

Now, it is in these four points of view, as it appears to me, that his
character is presented in the Word of God, and in each of these there
is a great deal which reflects our own experience and our own conduct.
First, as to th-e temptation of Adam, here is something which every
child of God understands; we live in the very atmosphere of temptation. . Take the oldest Christian, the man who has been longest
buffeting against the world, against the flesh, and against the devil,
and he will tell you that the history of each day is but a turning over
one of the pages in this mysterious book of temptation.
Now, here again I must subdivide this head of our subject. There is
no larger field than that of temptation; there is no more intricate
subject; there is nothing which more commends itself to our own
experience, if we are servants of God. We shall, therefore, speak of
him who, in this case, was the great agent of temptation-the devil.
It may be useful for us also to speak of the time in which temptation
was brought to bear upon Adam, the place in which he was tempted,
and the instrumentality which the devil used for his temptation. This
is a mystery which you and I can never fathom, but it is a mystery
upon which the Word of God throws some light. What had the devil
to do in that region of blessedness, where man seemed to roam in ease
and quietness, in the sunshine of the Lord's countenance ~ I cannot
tell what he had to do there, nor can I tell what he had to do in such a
place as I read of his being in the 1st chapter of Job, nor can I understand his appearing in such an aspect as that of which I read in the
2nd chapter of Job; but one thing I learn from Scripture, that this
spirit, though he is not infinite, yet through the multitude of the hosts
of spirits which he has at his command, their subtlety, and the rapidity
of their movements, he makes up for that attribute of omnipresence
which he never had; and thereiore we find Scripture saying, "Your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he
may devour."
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Look at the history of our blessed Lord. The very moment He
enters upon His ministry, the first region of trial into which He is
introduced is that of temptation. The whole Scripture abounds with
instances of the temptations of the devil, and warnings against them.
At the last, when this world shall specially come under the dominion of
the Lord Jesus Christ-at that time when "at the name of Jesus
every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth, and when every tongue shall confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father; "-at that time Satan
must be bound, or temptation would be still presented to those who
are bowing down before the Lord. After that period, after the thousand years are expired, you remember that Scripture tells us he shall
be again let loose. I do not think these are figurative expressions;
I believe they are realities; I believe they shall happen just as the
Holy Ghost has written them. After he is let loose, mark the occupation in which he is immediately engaged! He goes to the four corners
of the earth, to deceive the nations; and it is only when that spirit is
cast down, and for ever put away, that there shall be freedom from
temptation. Here, then, was the great agent of temptation; and we
think it important to press this upon the minds of God's people, for I
believe in our every-day experience we too little realise the nearness
and subtlety of the temptations of the wicked one.
We shall now say a word as to the time when temptation came to
Adam. It was when he was in peace, when he was in the height of
prosperity, when he could hold converse with God. You see what a
lesson is taught us here. Do not think that when God's people have
their interest in Jesus, their oneness with Jesus, and their security as
to their eternal inheritance sealed to their souls by the Holy Ghostdo not think that they are then put beyond the reach of temptation.
Nay, I do believe that the higher the soul rises in the apprehension of
God's presence, and in nearness to Him, just in that proportion will
temptation be presented to the mind. I take as my argument the
history of our Lord Jesus Christ; He is presented in all His journeyings as " The man of sorrows." But it has often struck me in reading
His history, that that which constituted the great element of sorrow
in His life and experience was, constant converse with temptation,
whilst He walked through the atmosphere of this evil world; that it
was the continual presentment of that which was contrary to His
Father's will which made him emphatically" The man of sorrows."
So that we learn, in the first place, as to the time in which Adam was
tempted, that there is no season of privilege-no, not even when the
soul is drinking most deeply into the things of God-when Satan may
not be busy with us. And the people of God know this. The child of
God could tell many tales of what has passed through his own breast,
when he has been in converse with heaven, when he has been in prayer.
Many a child of God has gone through temptation, when God has
spoken through the Word, of which none but those really acquainted
with the subject could form any idea.
But now, let us say a word as to the place in which Adam was
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tempted. The place was that in which God put him; he was walking
in his providential path.. I believe there is nothing concerning which
God's people make greater mistakes than this matter of temptation.'
We are always ready to say, If I had not been there, or there, such or
such temptation would not have occurred to me; I must have been in
a wrong place, or in a wrong position. When God's people are in their
providential path, when they are in the very place where God would
have them to be, I believe the enemy is often most busy with them.
The next point for our consideration is the instrumentality which
Satan used. This is a deep subject; we shall have to say more of it
when we come to the history of Eve. The instrumentality that was
used was his own wife. Satan tempted this man through the intimate
friend and help-meet that God had raised up for him. And I am sure
of this, there is often great danger in the social intercourse that God's
people have, the one with the other. I believe that when God's people
are providentially brought in contact with a world that hates Christ;
they are then much more upon their guard; they are much in prayer,
much on the alert; they feel that on every side they need to be
guarded; but when they are in their own little family circle, when
they have intercourse with those who are really the Lord's servants,
too often the armour is laid aside. I ask the people of God, if they
have not felt this ~ I ask the people of God, if they have not had
serious temptations presented to their minds, when they have been in
Christian society ~ I ask, if at such seasons, they have not had to
mourn over the things they have done and the things they have said,
when they have afterwards come into secret communion with God ~
So much for the temptation of Adam.
Another particular we have to observe is, his weakness. And in
reading this history, it appears to me to be one of the most amazing
parts of it, that the very instant the cup is presented to the lip of Adam,
that instant, without hesitation, he takes it. You find no reasoning,
no questioning about it; he does not gaze upon the temptation till he
becomes intoxicated, and falls down the precipice; but quietly and
calmly his wife takes of the fruit, gives it to her husband, and he took
it, and" did eat."
But there is a lesson in this, which you and I ought never to forget;
and one loves to consider Adam in this point of view. Look at all the
powers which Adam possessed. When he came from the Lord's hand,
his desires were regular; there seemed to be no disturbance of the
powers of his mind. How came he, then, to fall ~ How did he happen
to be weak ~
Let us turn our attention for a moment to that class of intelligencesI mean angels. We cannot conceive of beings more happy than the
angels-we cannot conceive of a higher order of intellectual beings
than the angels; and there were angels that fell, and there were angels
that stood. When I read in Scripture of the angels that stood, I am
told the cause of their standing; I am told that they were" elect
angels." There was nothing wrong in Adam when he came from the
presence of God. But the angels that fell, and the angels that stood,
35
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have presented to us a lesson that ought never to be forgotten; and it
is this, that it is only as we are upheld that any of us can stand; that
there is no inherent power in angel, or in man as he came forth from
the hand of God, to keep him from falling. It seems to teach the
Church of God this lesson. that it is only as we stand in Christ that we
can stand for one mome~t. The reason why the angels did not fall
was, because God kept them; it was because they were" elect angels."
The reason why Adam fell was, because he stood in his own independent weakness.
I believe there is nothing perfect but what receives its completion
from Christ. I believe that man, as he came out from the hand of God,
was incapable of standing; and the first blast of temptation was too
mnch for him. Now, there is a lesson here for everyone of us to learn.
Do not let the Christian suppose that because he is a child of privilege,
born of the Holy Ghost, an heir of heaven, that therefore all this is
sufficient of itself to keep him from the temptations of Satan. Let
him learn that all his strength is in the Lord Jesus; that he must
receive all his supplies out of the fulness that is in Christ. The very
moment the child of God imagines that it is the work in him that is to
keep him, at that moment he i.~ in danger. When the child of God is
living upon the fulness t):lat is in the Lord Jesus, when he learns to
apprehend what is the real work of the Holy Ghost, that it is His office
to testify of Christ-to take of the things of Christ, and to show them
to the soul; when he thus rightly apprehends the work of the Holy
Ghost, he is safe. When he thinks that it is the work of the Holy
Ghost to make him independently holy, he is in danger. This is an
error which is working its way very subtlely in the present day. There
are books written, and there is teaching abroad, that would lead the
believer to imagine that he can be raised above temptation. You
remember what one said who knew a great deal about temptation" the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
So much as to the weakness of Adam.
The next point we have to consider is the sin of Adam-his transgression of the law of God. God gave Adam a law, and just such a law
as he pleased. All the clever, reasoning men of the Neologian school
look upon this as a kind of fable or allegory. But, brethren, we would
have you remember, that however insignificant the matter may appear
to be, concerning which the command was given, it was God who gave
it. The sin which this man committed was disobedience to the law
of God. It is in this way that temptation comes to the Lord's people.
They are led away from the simple letter of the Word; they hear from
the lips of their fellow-men that which tends to draw them away from
the Lord; and they listen to the lie of the devil rather than to the truth
of God. This was Adam's sin, he departed from the plain declaration
of the Lord: so that that which we would deem to be the greatest act of
rebellion of which man can be guilty, is trampling upon the truth
of the Lord. And do not imagine that we mean by trampling on the
commands.of God, being disobedient to those commands which tell
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men that they must not steal. that they must not swear, that they must
not bear false witness against their neighbours; but we mean, trampling on the wlwle revelation of Gait,. so that we bring it before the Lord's
dear people as a word of warning: nothing brings us so near the .(\dge
of committing Adam's sin as not believing the record. If we would
really honour the Lord, it must be by believing the testimony which
He has given concerning His Son. It is just the same thing whether
we dishonour the I,ord by eating the fruit which He has forbidden us
to touch, or by disbelieving the precious message which He has revealed
for the salvation of the souls of sinners. Whatever revelation God
has made, it is our duty to receive it simply because God has spoken.
So much as to the sin of Adam.
We now come to speak: of Ada-m guitty,. and the passage which I
read to you as our text opens out to us the. whole of this subject. It
presents hiJn, in the first place, under the influence of fear. We have
often told you that that which keeps the soul away from God; that
which prevents us from really rejoicing in the Lord, is not keeping the
answer of a good conscience towards God by Jesus Christ, through the
sprinkling of His blood. The very moment th~ law has more influence
on the mind than the Gospel, at that very moment there will be alienation from God. "I was afraid," is the language we take up when the
law comes to us. "Let us come boldly to the throne of grace," is the
spirit that fills our breast when the Gospel is opened out to us.
There was, in the next place, alienation from God; there was a
desire to hide from the presenc(' of God; there was unfitness for communion with God, and there was alsp a distaste for that communion.
This was the effect of sin. It was the complete overthrow of that even
balance of mind which existed before the introduction of sin. Here
was a desire to depart from the Lord; just as you remember when the
Apostle Peter was struck with the amazing power with which he came in
contact, he cried out, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 0
Lord." It is the law that drives us away from God; and therefore it
is that the whole language of the Gospel, as addressed to God's people,
is, " Be not afraid." Look to the Lord Jesus Christ! Have the blood
sprinkled on the heart and conscience, and then boldnes8 and freedom,
access and liberty, are the privileges of God's people.
Look, again, at the folly which was manifested in Adam guilty. We
have seen that he was alienated from God, fearful in his mind; and
now we have him foolish; we see him trying to hide himself from God.
We have told you that Adam was a kind of centre, from whence
radiated the evil which we see in Adarn: expanded: I mean in the
whole world around us; and you find this spirit of foolishness exhibited by men on every side. Look at men trying to screen themselves
from the presence of God, trying to bury every thought of God in the
world, in the businesses of life-trying, it may be, to cover themselves
with a righteousness of their own. The Gospelleadil God's people to
desire to come into His presence; the Gospel teaches us this prayer"Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant." The law is all condemnation; the Gospel is all light, and liberty, and joy in the Lord.
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There is just one feature more in the character of Adam, to which
we are desirous of calling your attention, which is, his desire to lay the
blame, not upon himself, but elsewhere. And in this what a type he
is! "The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat; " he seems to lay the blame at the very door of
the Lord Himself. Now, we have all thought of this before; every
book which has been written upon the subject brings this fact before
us. But let us look at it in reference to ourselves. Here is one of the
tempta.tions which God's people have gone through; they have laid
on their providential circumstances the blame which ought only to have
rested on themselves. How often have I heard men say, If I had not
been in such or such a position, I would not have acted so or so. How
often is there a desire to charge upon others that which specially
belongs to ourselves. There was a want of straightforwardness and
honesty in Adam at·this time; there was a desire to shift the blame off
himself. This is a type of what we see continually; there is selfpalliation,th.ere is laying the blame upon our constitutional temperament, disposition, natural propensities; there is a laying too often
upon the Lord that which really belongs to ourselves, laying it on others
-anywhere, in short, but where we ought to lay it.
Now, dear brethren, it appears to me, that these are some of the
lessons which we ought to learn from this history. It brings before us
subjects which the people of God can well enter into; as they read this
history, they learn to see that there was, in the case of Adam, a want
of one thing-the security of being upheld. This can never happen to
us, dear children of God. God's people are in a far highE'r position,
by virtue of their relation to Christ, than Adam occupied; the Lord's
people are in Christ everlastingly secure.
And there is another precious thought which comes before the mind
in reading the history of the creation of Adam, and the sin of Adam.
When God said He would make man after His Own image, He made
him thus, in order that he might have communion with Himself. You
never can have communion with God unless you are like God, and
therefore is that precious word written in the Epistle of John, "We
know th~t when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall
see Him as He is." Whatever has fellowship with God must be like
God; the Lord's people have His Spirit dwelling within them, and
thus they have communion with God. When He comes, they shall be
a reflection of Him; they shall have communion with Him, because
theyshll.ll have oneness of nature'with Him.
These are blessed truths, dear brethren. May the Lord apply them
to your hearts! May He teach all His people to be a humble people,
to be a watchful people, to be a praying people, and, above all, to be
a believing people, living on the fullness and all-sufficiency of the Lord
Jesus Christ, having boldness and access to the throne of grace, and
feeling it to be their privilege, at all times, to cry in the spirit of adoption, " Abba, Father."

=======

GOD, who feeds the ravens, will not starve His doves.-Charnock.
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THE FORTHCOMING CLIFTONCONFERENCE.
SUBJOINED, we reproduce the CliftOlyf]onference invitation circularjust issued. Many of our readers attend these helpful gatherings, and
they will, we trust, make the forthcoming Conference the subject of
intercessory prayer. It will be observed that the theme selected for
contemplation in October next is the loftiest and most precious of all
themes-Jesul! Himself.
[THE INVITATION CIRCULAR.]
3, BERKELEY SQUARE,
CLIFTON, BRISTOL, August, 1905.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
The sparing Providence of our heavenly Father enables me to invite
you to the Forty-third Annual Clifton Conference, which it is proposed
shall be holden in the Victoria Rooms, on the 3rd and 4th of October
,next, for Christian fellowship, mutual exhortation, and the devout
study of the inspired Word.
The hallowed seasons spent together on many such occasions in the
past lead us to value increasingly these precious means of gracesweet foretastes of our celestial home and eternal employ. They have,
indeed, ministered largely to the cultivation of that true oneness of
heart between the members of the living Body of Christ which modern
religious sectionalism tends to weakel,l and obliterate. Numbers of
beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord-now in glory-who, when on
earth, represented diverse views of Church order, learned at these
Conferences the bliss of meeting in the power of the Name of Jesus,
their one adorable Redeemer and Head, and of forgetting all ecclesiastical and minor considerations. At a time when the faith of the
Churches has become largely leavened with latitudinarianism and
worldliness, and" the love of the many" for the revealed truth of God
is waxing cold, a call comes from the lips of the Lord Jesus to His true
disciples to draw more closely to each other in His Name, and to unite
-in bearing outspoken testimony before the world to the realities of His
spiritual Kingdom, and to the wonders of His great salvation. His
prayer to the Father on the night of His betrayal beautifully expresses
His mind concerning us :-" That they all may be one; as Thou,
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us; that
the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me." And again; "I in
them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and
that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them
as Thou hast loved Me." The unity of the saints-no mere denominationah)r even moral unity, but vital unity in Christ and ot the Spirit
-is the most convincing evidence that the Church of God is indeed
" the light of the world." The occasion of the various followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ gathering unto Him" with one accord in one place"
on the Day of Pentecost received the distinct approval of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. The Spirit, as sent down by the Father
and the Son, took possession of the Convention, and filled the hearts of
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all who were present. And, to-day, God equally delights in those who
forsake not the assembling of themselves together in the Name of
names. "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity. It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard; that went
down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the
dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore." Let us, then, beloved brethren, seek to realise a closer fellowship in the power of " the
Spirit of Christ," and all the more since so many honoured standardbearers in the cause of God's truth have of late been taken from our
midst. In this connection, Christian affection constrains mention of
the home-call of God's faithful servant, Mr. James Wright, who
addressed our Conference so powerfully and with such heavenlymindedness in October last, on the subject of the" Divine Promises."
For the entire period of twenty-five years, during which I have been
allowed of God to invite His dear people to meet at the Clifton Conference, Mr. Wright's loving fellowship, prayers, and testimony contributed one of the most gratefully esteemed of all the Divine favours
granted to me in connection with our happy yearly gatherings. The
Lord richly endowed our beloved brother with spiritual gifts; and the
memory of his instructive expositions of the Word and his holy exhortations will ever be cherished by all who delighted to listen to the voice
which now swells the praises of the Lamb before the throne on high.
From the disciple we turn to the MASTER-Who knows" no variableness," Whose" years do not fail," and Who has promised us, "Lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Our Conference
subject will be:"JESUS: (a) HIS PERSON, and (b) HIS WORK."
To be occupied with Jesus is the vocation of the redeemed-here on
earth by faith, and hereafter face to face. Nothing short of Christ
Jesus in person satisfies the true people of God. A doctrinal Christ,
a sacramental Christ, a traditional Christ, an historical Christ, the
" Christ" of the "Higher Criticism," is not "the Christ of God"
(Luke ix. 20) Whom the Spirit and the Word reveal to the hearts of
" the household of faith." Oh, brethren, be it ours to cease from the
speculative spirit of this evil age, and to be wholly taken up with Jesus
in His living Person, by personal intercourse with Him, by fellowship
with his heart, and mind, and will, and ~.by a growing acquaintance
with His personal love towards us as manifested in His mediatorial
Work-our Prophet, Priest, and King. Do not let us doubt His presence,
pow,er, and communion with us in our forthcoming Conference meetings. His promise, surely, we believe-" For where two or three are
gathered together in my Name, there am I in the midst of them."
Brethren, I ask your prayers.
Believe me, with deep affection in Christ Jesus,
y ours to serve for His sake,
JAlIES ORMISTON, Rector of Mary-le-Port.

Th~

Gospel Magazine.

551

CONFERENCE NOTES.
1. Preliminary Prayer-Meetings.-Our local friends will kindly note
that Meetings for Prayer will be held at the Victoria Rooms (D. v.) on
the three Friday Evenings preceding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock,
viz., September 15th, 22nd and 29th. There will also be a Meeting
for Prayer on Monday.Evening, October 2nd, at 7.30 o'clock, to ask
the Lord's blessing on ourselves and others, and that, as the fruit of
the Conference, God's work in us and through us may be abundantly
prospered.
2. Early Morning Prayer Meetings.-An Early Morning Prayer
Meeting (at 7 o'clock) will be held at the Victoria Rooms on each of the
two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be closed not later
than 8 a.m. The presence of the Lord's" remembrancers" at these
meetings is specially desired.
3. Bible Readings.-A Bible Reading will be conducted at 3 o'clock
on Tuesday and Wednesday. (Particulars hereafter.)
4. Afternoon Meetings.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the principal
meetings will be devoted to Bible Readings, Prayer Meetings, Home
and Foreign Missionary Addresses, and to other efforts for the furtherance of the Lord's Work throughout the world.
5. Requests for Prayer and Thanksgiving must in all cases be authenticated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous communications cannot, for obvious. reasons, be recognised. The name of the
Sender, will, of course, be treated confidentially. All communications
should be addressed :-:...." To the CONVENER of the Clifton Conference,
3, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol."
6. The Lord's Supper.-At 7 o'clock on Thursday Evening, October
5th, a Special Communion Service will be held, and the Conference
Sermon preached. (Particulars hereafter.)
7. Reserved Seats.-Friends desirous of securing Reserved Seats
(Stalls) for the four Conference Meetings can obtain tickets, price
-2s. 6d. each, on application (by post or personally) to the Hall-keeper,
Mr. Montgomery, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan of the
seats is now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are ready,
and early application, to prevent disappointment, is advised.
8. Proposed Report of the Conference.-A full Report of the Conference, the Addresses being revised by the Speakers, will be published
(price One Shilling) if written orders (NOT MONEY) be left at the doors
of the Victoria Rooms during the Conference, or sent to Mr. William
F. Mack, 52, Park Row, Bristol, for not fewer than 700 copies. Printed
Order Forms may be obtained at the Bookstall.
Expenses of Conference.-THE TOTAL EXPENSES AMOUNT TO ABOUT
£60. No Collections are made at the meetings, but Boxes are placed at the
doors to receive the willing offerings of those who value the privileges
of the Conference. The CONVENER and several local friends also receive
Donations. "Freely ye have received, freely give" (Matt. x. 8).
All communications haVing r~ference to theCoIi(~rence should be
addressed to The CONVENER of the Clifton Conference, 3, Berkeley
Square, Clifton, Bristol.
.•
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THE PRECIOUSNESS OF JESUS.
"Great i3 Thy faith/ulness."-LAM. iii. 23..

o

SAVTOUR! we adore Thee,
We bless Thy precious name,
That Thou abidest faithful,
That Thou art still the same
As when Thy children saw Thee,
And heard Thy loving voice,
"Behold My hands,-and touch Me;
Oh, fear not,- and rejoice! "

We cried to Thee for succour,
We looked for light t<> Thee;
Thy smile our souls has gladdened
With holy radiancy!
And now with quickened footsteps
We'll run our heavenly way
Until the shadows vanish,Until the break of day!
We've sat beside the river,
And tasted of Thy grace;
We long to drink the fountain,
And see Thee face to face!
Sweet, sweet have been the moments
That we have spent in prayer;
But oh, the holy worship
Wherewith we'll praise Thee there!
Come let us blend our voices
With yonder choirs above;
Swell, swell the mighty anthem
Which tplls that "God is love! "
Soon shall the fainting warriorSoon shall the pilgrim bandHave fought the last great battle,
Have reached the promised land!
-Almighty Lord, we bless Thee!
Eternal Father,-SoD,
And Holy, Holy Spirit--Mysterious Three in One!
Thou hast done mighty marvels
Before our wondering gaze;
We've learnt that Thou art faithful
.In.all Thy, words and ways!
THE

LATE

REV.W.

PENNEFATHEa.
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THE CHURCH OF THE FIRST-BORN: SET FORTH BYDIVERB
FIGURES IN HOLY SCRIPTURE.
By THE LATE REV. WILLIAM PENNEFATHER, RA.
WHEN our blessed Lord was on ea.rth He taught His disciples many
truths by parables. He led them to understand unseen things by
things seen, and God has created the world around us, and formed
us with senses to perceive the objects of nature, in order that we may
be ever learning more and more of His unseen perfections. St. Paul
says, in the first chapter of his epistle to the Romans, " The invisible
things of God, from the creation of the world, are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal powel' and
Godhead." We also find in the book of Ecclesiastes these words" God hath made everything beautiful in His time; also, He hath
set the world in their hearts "-or, as it has been explained, "mirrored
in their minds external nature." In other words, the Creator has
given to man the power to appreciate His handiworks: hence it is
that we find in the Word of God emblems constantly employed to
illustrate spiritual things.
" Ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,
to the general assembly and church of the first-born, which are written
in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men
made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to
the blood of sprinkling." How can anyone be said now to have joined
this unseen company ~ and yet the apostle says, ye ARE come .. not,
ye SHALL come. Therefore the church of the" first-born" stretches
far beyond the reach of our limited vision. It is grasped by faith alone.
In illustration of its constitution, Holy Scripture uses a variety
of metaphors borrowed from objects with which we are familiar.
St. Paul, in writing to his Gentile converts at Ephesus, says, "Ye
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself heing the chief corner-stone; in whom the whole
building, fitly framed together, groweth unto a holy temple in the
Lord.'" Here he speaks of those" who were afar off, but who -are
now mll-de -nigh by the blood of Christ," as "built upon the chief
corner-stone," and ,as" growing unto a holy temple." Observe, two
thoughts are thus brought out-first, that each quickened soul is
in union with the Lord Jesus Christ (St. Peter, using the same figure,
speaks of " living stones" built upon a " living Rock") ; and, secondly,
that each stone added to the building increases its magnitude and
tends to its completion: and, therefore, a perfected Church will never
meet our eyes until every stone of which it is to be composed is placed
in its designed position, and the "Head-stone" is brought forth
" with shoutings of grace, grace unto it! "
In watching a building as it rises, we see at work a multitude of
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artisans of very different degrees of skill. There are the workers in
stone, and in iron, and in brass-there are the carpenters, and painters,
and decorators;. and even the little boy that carries the mortar to
the mason cannot be dispensed with ; and as the height of the building
increases, the arc{titect is obliged to use what appears a cumbrous
and unsightly Iilcafiolding, which hides from view the symmetry and
beauty of his design: but when the building is finished, the scaffolding
is taken down, and the edifice stands forth without anything to intercept
our view of its beautiful proportions. Thus, in the erection of the
Temple, planned from everlasting ages by the Divine Architect, a
variety of workmen are employed. "He chooses the weak things
of the world to confound the mighty;" and" base and despised"
instruments are employed by His unerring wisdom.
If God at one time raised up Moses, learned in all the" learning
of the Egyptians," to build up His Church; at another time He made
choice of Galilean fishermen to tell the story of His grace. Now we
hear Him committing the joyful tidings of His resurrection to Mary
Magdalene; and now the educated Paul, brought up at the feet of
Gamaliel, tells the same story of salvation to the classic Greeks. And as
the Church of Christ increases, and as the holy temple grows, the
necessity arises for the organization of churches. Here we see the
scaffold-poles put together after one fashion, and there after another.
This cumbrous, though useful mechanism, is, however, but temporary;
yet a little while and the last stone shall be placed upon the" Church
of the living God;" and then the churches of Christendom, having
done their work, shall be removed, and the temple of Jehovah shall
stand out, in the clear sunshine of His eternal love, unblemished and
complete, to be for ever and ever "an habitation of God threugh
the Spirit."
But the Church is not only likened to an inanimate building, compact
and symmetrical in its form. Our Lord Himself leads us· to think
of it as a living organization. He says, "I am the vine, and ye are
the branches." Jesus Christ is the fountain of life. "It pleased the
Father that in Him should all fulness dwell;" and" of His fulness
have all we received, and grace for grace."
There may be a professed union with Christ, which only increases
the guilt and the condemnation of those who glory in it. Such is
the unien of a sapless branch to a living tree: its withered form contrasting mournfully with the beauty of the fresh foliage around it.
"I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. Every
branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it that it may bring forth more
fruit." To such branches "in" Christ that are sapless and fruitless,
St. Jude appears to allude when he says, "These are spots ,in your
feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without
fear; clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees
whose frllit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the
roots; raging waves of the sea foaming out their own shame; wandering
stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever."
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Thus, in. the visible Ohurch, the evil is ever mingled with the good.
"The tares grow together with the wheat, until the harvest;" but
the "Church of the First-born" consists of the living branches of
the true Vine. In them the divine life, flowing from their Lord and
King, freely circulates; and in proportion as they abide in Christ,
and Christ abides in them, they receive life more abundantly and
yield fruit correspondingly, to the praise of the heavenly Husbandman.
Often, alas! the life flows feebly, even in the living branch. It
appears as though something hindered the rising of the sap. There
is no deficiency of life in the parent stem; and if only we lived moment
by moment in communion with the Saviour, we should understand
experimentally the meaning of the apostle's words-" It is not I
that live, but Christ that liveth in me." Yet the living branches
often need the Pruner's knife. "Every branch," says Jesus, that
beareth fruit, He purgeth (or pruneth) it that it may bring forth more
fruit." It is fruitfulness that honours the Husbandman. "Herein
is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be My
disciples" (so shall ye prove yourselves to be My disciples). It is because
our heavenly Father loves us that He chastens us. Perhaps in looking
at the vine-dresser cutting off the fresh shoots and tendrils, we wonder
that the vine is subjected to such a process; but let us wait a while,
and we shall see, in the rich clusters of autumn, the result of the pruningknife. "Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous
but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit
of righteousness unto them that are exercised thereby." God, in
all His dealings with His people, has their etenial happiness, and His
own glory in view; a.nd the afflictions of this present life are measured
out by His unerring wisdom, with reference to the position which
His children shall ultimll.tely occupy in the heavenly Jerusalem.
When the Church of Christ in the paradise above is yielding fruit to
the glory of her Lord and Saviour,it will then be seen why she was stripped
of her leaves, and deprived of her young shoots in the wilderness.
Reader! are you under the chastening hand of God ~ Has the sharp
pruning-knife of sorrow cut off some of your fair foliage ~ and has
the question arisen in your mind, "Why is the Lord thus dealing
with me ~" In infinite tenderness and wisdom is the Divine Husbandman watching over you. Does not the sunshine pour in its rays
upon the young fruit, when the too luxuriant leaves are plucked off ~
And will not a rich and abundant vintage prove the skill of Him whose
watchful care is never withdrawn from the "vineyard which His
right hand hath planted, and the branch which He made strong for
Himself ~" Has He not said, "I the Lord do keep it, I will water
it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day" ~
Now the dealings of God with each individual member of His Church
are samples of those which He adopts with reference to the body
collectively. He is leading His whole Church" by the right way to
a city of habitation." That way may seem circuitous and rugged;
but it is, nevertheless, "the right way;" and when the Church has
reached the heavenly Canaan, she will "remember all the way that
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the Lord her God led her in the wilderness, to humble her, and to prove
her, and to do her good at her latter end;" and she will rehearse
in the presence of the angels of God, the dealings of J ehovah with
her in the wilderness, and she will own that" not one thing has failed
oL all that the Lord her God has promised;" and then shall the
heavenly chorus respond, "Oh that men (literally, all created' intelligences) would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for Hiswonderful
works to the children of men!"
Rest satisfied, then, "thou afflicted one, tossed with tempest and
not comforted," that yet a little while, and the discipline of life being
over, you shall be transplanted to flourish in the courts of the house
of the Lord for ever; there, to own, throughout the ages to come,
that the heavenly husbandman made no mistake, when He cut off
the shoot that you admired, or stripped the bough under which you
.took shelter!
When the apostle St. Paul, in the twelfth chapter of his Epistle
to the Corinthians, says, " Now ye·are the body of Christ, and members
in particular," we have the Church compared not only to a living
organization, but to one in which· the several members are knit together
in mutual fellowship. In the natural body" the eye cannot say to
the hand, I have no need of thee, nor again the head to the feet, I have
·no need of you." Thus the members of our bodies are united, not
only by a common life, but by a common sympathy.
The members are many, and yet they form but one body. "If
the foot shall say, because I am not the hand, I am not of the body,
is it therefore not of the body ~ and if the ear shall say, because I
am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body ~ If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing ~
If the whole were hearing, where were the snielling ~ But now hath
God set the members, everyone of them, in the body, as it hath pleased
Him; and if they were all one member, where were the body ~ But
.now are they many members, yet but one body." Thus the Church
of the living God is said by the apostle" t{) be one body, and many
members; " and that body, consisting of the Head and the members,
is called" The Christ," or " The anointed One." (See 1 Cor. xii. 12.)
Wonderful union! The Lord Jesus, so one with His people "as to
have need of them," and they so one with Him, as to be incapable
of existing without Him! He, the Head of the body, the Church,
directing and controlling the members,-and they, obedient to His
Divine will, mutually strengthening and comforting one another.
He, receiving the fulness of the Holy Spirit, in order to dispense to
each member the grace and strength required; and they, the
members, fitly joined together, and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure
of every part, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself
in love." Now, if the smallest joint be wanting, the body is incomplete;
every nerve and muscle, as well as every limb, is essential to the perfect
organization of the human frame; thus the weakest member of the
body of Christ cannot be dispensed with; the Head" has need of
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it." It was said of our Lord's human body, "a bone of it shall not
be broken ; " and while the soldiers brake the legs of the two malefactors
that were crucified with our blessed Redeemer, "they brake not His
legs." Watched over by His Heavenly Father, that body hung upon
the cross uninjured! Lifeless, yet complete! And not one member
of His mystical body shall be severed from the Head. Persecution
may scatter the Lord's people, and many wa.ves and billows may
pass over them; but not one of them shall be missing, in "the day
of His espousals,' and in the day of the gladness of His heart." Until
then the Head suffers with the members; "in all Dur afflictions"
the Lord Jesus "is afflicted." "He is touched with the feeling of
our infirmities;" and though " He finished transgressions, and made
an end of sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness," yet, while
His members are in the wilderness, His sorrows (arising from sympathy
with them) still continue; and therefore He is said to sit "at the
right hand of the Father, waiting until His enemies be made His footstool,." for their foes are His foes, and their sufferings are His,. but
when the members shall rejoin in the courts of heaven their exalted
Head, sorrow and sighing shall for ever flee away.
The union subsisting between Christ and His Church is illustrated
in Holy Scripture by another figure, and 'one which brings out even
a higher degree of sympathy than that which exists between the head
and members of the human body. It is constantly compared to the
marriage bond.
.St. Paul, writing to the Ephesians concerning the union of man
and wife, says, " For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh,."
and then adds, "This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning
Christ and the Church." And as the bride's name is merged in that
of her bridegroom's, so the Church'" forgets her own country and
her father's house;" and losing her name of "Loruhamah" (not
having obtained mercy), receives that of" Ruhamah " (having obtained
mercy). Her debts become her Lord's, and His rank and glory hers.
She that was wont to tremble at the name of God, and call Him
" Baali" (my Lord), now looks into the face of her Redeemer, and
says, "Ishi!" (my husband). Christ has, indeed, acted toward His
Church the true part of a Redeemer (kinsman).
When Ruth, the Moabitess, found grace in the eyes of Boaz, he
restored to that destitute and blighted woman all her forfeited inheritance. "Before the elders of Israel, and all the people, he arose
and said, Ye are witnesses this day that I have bought all that was
Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of
Naomi: moreover, Ruth, the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have
I purchased to be my wife." Thus, as we were partakers of flesh
and blood, our Lord Jesus Christ "took part of the same," in order
to become our "Kinsman," and act the part of the Redeemer.
And beholding His Church the slave of Satan, and utterly ruined,
He purchased her with "His precious blood;" and in doing so
redeemed her forfeited inheritance, and endowed her with a goodly
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dowry. The Church, however, has" not entered" upon her purchased
possession." She is the spouse of her heavenly Bridegroom; but
He, who is " Heir of all things," has not yet" taken the kingdom; "
so she still gleans in the field of this world. Soon the marriage of
the Lamb will have come, and His bride shall share His royalty:
" And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom
under the whole heaven, shall be given unto the people of the saints
of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all
dominions shall serve and obey Him." Meanwhile, her Lord is whispering
to her, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.; "
and she" is sitting down under His shadow with great delight, and
His fruit is sweet to her taste." The blessedness of this holy communing between His heart and hers is only understood by those who
have experienced it. "The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear him, and he will show them His Covenant." There are seasons
when the child of God can say, "He brought me to the banquetinghouse, and His banner over me was love; " then it is that the soul
pours itself out before God. It tells Jesus the deep longings that
are within; and the Saviour replies, "Thou art Mine." The joy of
such communion is vividly brought before us in the Song Qf Solomon.
Speaking of the Beloved of her soul, the Church is there represented
as saying, " The voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh leaping upon
the mountains, skipping upon the hills! My Beloved is like a roe or
a young hart: behold, He standeth behind our wall, He looketh forth
at the windows, showing Himself through the lattice." Observe that
between her and her Lord there is "the wall" behind which He
stands, and there are "the windows" and" the lattice." He is
said to" look forth through the windows," and" to show himself
through the lattice." While they talk together, and behold one another,
there is a trellis-work, which intercepts her full view of His countenance,
and an intervening barrier which hinders uninterrupted communion.
And so it is that the Lord JesUB Christ now reveals Himself to His
people, through the ordinances that He has appointed; they meet
Him in the courts of the Lord's house, and they see the beauty of
His countenance through the "lattice" of His word; and He communes with them at His table, and feeds them with the precious food
of His" body and blood," and" looks forth at them through the
windows." And such intercourse is but a preparation for that hour
when the Redeemer shall say to the beloved of His soul, "Rise up,
my love, my fair one, and come away:" there will be no "wall"
then betwixt the Church and Christ, no "lattice-work," and no
"windows," but they shall be "face to face."
Now, as St. Paul says,the Church" is espoused," "as a chaste
virgin, to Christ;" and from time to time she receives pledges of
His love, and foretastes of the honour that awaits her. But yet a
little while, and the cry shall be heard, "Behold, the Bridegroom
cometh, go ye out to meet Him! " " Then shall she be brought unto
the King in raiment of needlework; with gladness and rejoicing she
shall be brought, and shall enter into the King's palace."

------------ -----
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FRAGMENTS.

"Gather up the fragments that remain."-JoHN vi. 2.

.'

A CHRISTIAN is one who is born from above; therefore his desires
aspire to heaven, his affections are fixed on Christ, and his understanding
is illuminated, to see that nothing short of the blood of God's dear
Son can cleanse him from sin; and that -no other righteousness can
justify him before God, but that which Christ wrought out, God the
Holy Ghost reveals, and God the Father imputes to sin-sick souls:
he is one who hates all sin, contemns himself, loves holinE>ss, prizes
communion with a Triune God, while every truth of the Holy Scriptures
is dear to his heart.
A Christian feels that the greatest enemy hp has to encounter in this
world, is himself; and knows, that though self often deceives him, yet
self he as often makes an idol, falls down and worships it.
A Christian is one who meets with much persecution, for his holy
fervour and heavenly zeal in contending for pure truth. Many are
the hard names with which he is often branded, by mere professors,
who would be very glad to see him fall into sin. But though falsely
designated" an Antinomian," he knows the doctrines of grace in their
vital power and efficacy of the heart, so that the doctrines being holy,
they have a correspondent effect upon his mind; being heavenly, he
soars above this vain world; being spiritual, the evil and depravity of
his nature causes him constant pain; yea, being majestic, he is not
greatly moved amidst the world's frowns, the devil's rage, and his own
changeable frames and feelings; but knows what it is to triumph over
all by precious faith. As universal charity is not what is inculcated in
the Bible, nor known by the teachings of the Holy Ghost, so he is one
who is constrained to differ from the great bulk of professed Christians
who are contemporary with him, and who prefer external appearance
to internal evidence, and are concerned more about the conversion of
others than the salvation of their own souls.
Good works are much talked of by those who have "the form of
godliness," but are rightly understood and practised by none but such
as are heaven born, heaven taught, and heaven kept.
Good works are like a shadow, which is produced by ligb-t shining
upon a dark body. Where there is no light, there can be no shadow;
but when God lights up the lamp of trut4 in a sinner's heart, nothing
can extinguish it, nor prevent his manifesting it, more or less, in his
walk and conversation. One reason why free-willers are so fond of
talking about what they are to " do," is, because they" do" anything
but live upon Christ. As God's quickened children are daily learning
that they can do nothing, they are more desirous to hear of what
Christ has done, when men attempt to preach the gospel, than of what
they are to do. God's grace is too pure to die, too strong to need man's
help, and too rich to need creature improving.
One spiritual desire after Christ is worth more than ten tho1l.88nd
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times ten thousand worlds; because it proves the possessor to be a
vessel of mercy, a favourite of heaven, and an heir of God.
Christ has declared, " Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of
My Father, which is in heaven" (Matt. vii. 21). There are many ways
by which men say, "Lord, Lord; " who, notwithstanding, will never
enter heaven. He who has the name of a Christian, but never takes
up his cross to follow Christ, says; " Lord, Lord; ", he who says prayers
but never prays, says, " Lord, Lord; " he who reads the Scriptures, but
never enters into the spirit of them, says, " Lord, Lord; " he who will
never lose anything for Christ, and yet professes to follow Him, says,
" Lord, Lord; " he who changes his religion according as he gains or
loses by it, says, "Lord, Lord; " he who sits under the preaching of
the gospel, but never tastes, handles, or feels the Word of life, says,
" Lord, Lord." But as it is the will of the Father, that Christ shall, in
all things, have the pre-eminence; so they do His will who prefer
Christ's righteousness to their own, and glory alone in His finished
salvation. As it is the Father's will, that all whom He has given to
Christ, shall come to Him; so they do His will who come to Him, as
ruined sinners, for deliverance; as worthless rebels, for perfection: as
sin-burdened souls, for rest: as destitute criminals, for life : and as
forlorn refugees, for shelter. As it is the will of God the Father, that
all His children shall be justified by faith without the deeds of the law;
80 they do His will who, possessing an inwrought persuation of the
freeness, suitability, and sufficiency of Christ's righteousness to justify
before God, " count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus," and embrace His righteousness for want of a
covering.
Christ is God's Word to His church, and the church's word to God.
He is God's Word of love to the church, because God could not express
His love to her in any other way than by giving Christ. In Him He
treasured up all His love, as the safest storehouse that Infinite Wisdom
could discover, and as the only suitable medium through which it can
be communicated. He is God's Word of mercy to His church, being
the only way by which pardon arises, peace flows, and health springs.
He is God's Word of Grace to His church, being the only Person through
whom" grace reigns unto eternal life." And He is the church's word
to God, for she has no other place before God on earth, but the name of
Jesus; and when in heaven, Christ's blood will be her only song, and
His righteousness her only dress. Afflictions can never do a believer
harm, because they are in the management of none but his heavenly
Father, who sends them to profit and not to destroy; and must
accomplish that for which He sends tnem, because everyone of them
is in His own hands to remove, to lessen, or increase, as He pleaseth.
A quickened sinner can never perish, because God dwells in him;
and as there is no variableness nor shadow of turning in God, He does
not enter a sinner to-day, and go out to-morrow, but enters to dwell'
for ever; the devil cannot drive Him out, the world cannot force Him
out. and the man will not be suffered to sin Him out.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-During the summer months the work has been busily
carried forward. A very large amount of Gospel literature has been
sent abroad, as well as to London Docks, Gosport, Plymouth, Newport
(Mon.), and other places where the books are placed in the hands of
sailors for reading on their voyage. It is pleasing to note the increasing
number of sailors who ask for a small packet of Gospel books and
magazines, by whom they are highly valued, as is evidenced by the
fact of their being given into the hands of other sailors with whom
they travel to and fro, one package being carried out several times in
some instances. A friend in Newport has asked for a monthly supply,
and another friend who labours in London makes use of large quantities
every month, placing them on outward-bound vessels. More help is
needed to enable us to reach other labourers and thus scatter the
magazines far and wide. I am hoping to send again to many workers
abroad during this and the next month. Dear friends, remember us
in prayer.. "A. P. N." is warmly thanked for her kind gift ,in money
and books, safely received.
Yours sincerely,
Gospel Book Mission, Salisbury,
R. E. BRIDER.
August, 1905.

"MEN are mistaken in judging of the weakness of their prayers.
They judge of the weakness of their prayers by their expressions and
gifts in performing them, or by the stirring and overflow of affections;
whereas the strength and vigour of prayer should be estimated from
the faith, the sincerity, the obedience, the desires expressed in it. As
it is not the loudness of a preacher's voice, but the weight and holiness
of the matter, and spirit of the preacher; that move a wise and an
intelligent hearer; so not gifts, but graces in prayers are they that
move the Lord. The strength of prayer lies not in words, but in that
it is fitted to prevail with God. One prayer is not more strong than
another, further than that it is 80 framed as it hath power with God
more or less; as of Jacob it is said, He had power with God" (Hos.
xii. 3, 4). Now prayers move God, not as an orator moves his hearers,
but as a child moves his father. Two words of a child, humbled and
crying at his father's feet, will prevail more than penned orations
(Rom. viii. 26).; it is the meaning of the Spirit that God looks unto,
more than the expression; for the groans there are said to be unutterable. Hezekiah's expressions were so rude and broken, that he
says (Isai. xxxviii. 14) that he did but chatter," he being then sick,
"even as a crane"; yet GOD heard them.-Thomas Goodwin, D.D;
CC
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ADDRESS BY THE LATEMR. JAMES WRIGHT.
"THIS GREAT SIGHT."-Ex. iii. 1-3.
(" Bethesda," Bristol-Oct. 23rd, 1904).

"THIS great sight" had two aspects-a human aspect, and a Divine
aspect. The bush was a symbol of the nation of Israel, and the fire
a symbol of the fire of affliction through which they were passing;
and the great, the wonderful sight to Moses was, that the bush should
be on fire, and yet not the tenderest twig of it be burnt. And the
JIlore the nation was afflicted, the more it multiplied and grew. The
fire that did not consume, we have here.
Now in order that we may, with the help of the Lord, in meditation
on this passage come at some of its teaching better, I want to refer
to some other passages, which bring before us the different uses which
the Holy Spirit makes of fire as a symbol.
. Will you turn to Lev. xvi. 27 ~ The Sin Offering was consumed by
fire outside the camp. Now see what use the Holy Spirit makes of
that in Heb. xiii. 11-13. Without the camp is the place of distance
from God, and everything sinful or connected with sin His presence
cannot endure, so the very bodies of the beasts offered in the typical
putting away of sin, were burned without the camp. So when the
Lord suffered as the Sin Offering on account of His people's sin, He
died in the place of distance from God, for three hours of darkness
He endured the hiding of the Father's face. Who could conceive
what that meant to His holy soul; but He endured it for you, and
for me!
In Lev. i. we have the Burnt Offering, which is perfectly distinct
in its typical teaching from the Sin Offering, and expresses the other
side of truth, the infinite delight the blessed God had in the perfect
offering which Christ offered to God (Heb. ix. 14). And therefore every
part was consumed by fire on the altar. But of what was that fire
a symbol ~ Not of wrath, but of delight in the sacrifice. How God
delighted in, how, so to speak, He lingered over the repast. You
see from Lev. vi. that the fire was never to go out. In almost all
the sacrifices God has part, and the rest the worshipper eats, so God
and the worshipper are having communion, feeding on the same sacrifice. But in the Burnt Offering, the Father, for the purpose of showing
His infinite delight in His Son, had all consumed; the priesthood
might not touch it. And therefore we are told that the fire shall
never go out; God's delight in the perfect sacrifice of His Son never
ceases; this very moment He is delighting in it. Are you ~ It is
the secret of communion that we have harmony of thought with the
blessed God about the Sacrifice of His Son. It is the essence of communion, and in proportion as our delight in His Sacrifice on the cross
.
increases, so increases our communion with God.
So we see at once the perfectly contrasted meaning of the two fires;
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the fire of wrath burning up the Sin Offering, burning against sin;
and the fire which does not cease, feeding on the Burnt Offering, and
setting forth the infinite delight of God in the Sacrifice of His Son.
Now, in connection with that we must look at a very solemn passage,
Ps. xi. 6. This fire again expresses God's hatred of sin, and also the
necessity of punishing it. Rom. i. 18. " The wrath of God is revealed
from heaven;" it is not executed yet, but it is a matter of revelation.
Ps. xcvii. 1-3. "A fire goeth before Him;" again the fire of God's
wrath consuming His enemies.
Now I want that we should keep before us these contrasted
aspects of the typical meaning of fire, along with Ex. iii., and notice
the difference.
The fire in the bush burned the bush, without consuming a twig
of the bush; and that fire was the fire of affliction or discipline, through
whioh the people ,of God were passing. Does not this help us to understand that passage in Heb. xii. 28, 29. Some, to harmonize that,
as they think, with other declarations of Scripture, add these words,
" God, out of Christ, is a consuming fire." But it is not so; it is the
God of the reconciled sinner, of those whom He is "not ashamed to
call brethren," the God of those who have been brought nigh.
Now, the fire symbolized by the burning bush did not do any harm
to Israel; it was a terrible experience, but it did not consume them;
on the contrary they" multiplied and grew." And this represents
another use the Holy Ghost makes of fire, to set forth the discipline
of our Heavenly Father. Just as Israel had to pass through that
sore aflliction for centuries, and was ultimately brought out of it,
so the Israel of God, the spiritual Israel of this dispensation, has a
parallel experience. "Ye must, through much tribulation, enter the
kingdom of God." Thepatliway to the heavenly kingdom is never
in the Word of God regarded as a path of roses. " If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons;" and if we are- without
chastisement, we are not true sons at all; we cannot be-in other words
every son passes under the disciplining hand of the Father.
Now, what is the object of this? Is it to consume, to destroy?
Has it to do with wrath? What is it tor? "That we might be
partakers of His holiness." "Shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits and live? "-not perish. The soul
in subjection will come under the disciplining hand of the Father,
and live by it. Just what Hezekiah said when he had been stricken
with a mortal sickness, and brought up again, "By these things men
live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit." So when we are
tried, and have to pass through the severest trials a believer can pass
through, it is in order that we may live. How live? Spiritually
Jive; that is the only thing worth living; the life of this poor, weak
body is a poor thing compared with the life' of the spirit, and if the
life of the spirit increases by the wasting of the body, it is a good
exchange, for the believer becomes more and more like his Father,
like God, even down here. And one of the Father's ways to bring
us to that position, is to cause us to pass through severe discipline.
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" We went through fire and through water; but Thou broughtest us
out into a wealthy place." (Ps. lxvi. 12). Do you observe, the Lord
passes them through the fire; but what is it ~ It is a refining fire; a
fire over which the refiner sits as he watches the e:f:Iects of the flames.
"The Lord trieth the righteous" (Ps. xi. 5). The refiner sits over
the furnace as he passes the ore through the furnace, and when he
sees his own image in the metal in that fire, he withdraws it. So
God tries the righteous in order to bring about increasing conformity
to His own character; but He pours the fire of His wrath in destruction
on His enemies.
So we have the fire expressive of the wrath of God in regard to the
Atoning Surety, the Sin Offering, in Lev. xvi. In Lev. i. we have
the fire that consumed the Burnt Offering, and symbolized God's
delight in the perfect all-sufficient sacrifice of His Son. We have the
fire of God's wrath poured on His enemies, judgment against them
for their sin in Ps. xi., which wrath is yet to be executed, for God
will not destroy the universe again with water, but with fire. And
then fire is the symbol which brings out the disciplining action of
our blessed God and Father in fashioning us and transforming us,
and gradually assimilating us spiritually more to His own character.
Now, keeping these various instances before us, we find that this
fire in Ex. iii. is the last, showing out the disciplining action of God
toward His people.
And now, let me remind you, Israel is in the fire of discipline, and
has been ever since they killed the Prince of Life, and rejected the
true Messiah. They are in the fire to-day; scattered among the
nations, still outcast and persecuted; but instead of being consumed,
they multiply. To-day they are increasing in numbers, in intellectual
power,and in influence in the world. Yet they are perfectly distinct;
they do not mingle with the nations among whom they dwell; you
can tell a Jew instantly. God has separated them, and made them
a permanent nation. Babylon, Media, and other nations pass away,
but Israel lasts, and will yet be the head and not the tail, and will
yet be God's governmental nation in the earth; for His promise that
cannot be broken involves it. But now they are in the fire; it is
the burning bush over again.
Now notice one fact in this, " The angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush," and as long as He
was in the midst of the fire, the bush was not consumed. That brings
out a beautiful truth regarding the disciplining act of our Heavenly
Father. The spiritual Israel have to pass in their experience through
the testing of this fire; not the fire of wrath, but the fire of the Father's
discipline. But what is true of it ~ The Father Himself is in the
flame, and that ensures there will be no consumption of His children ;
they are as indestructible as the bush in which dwelt the Angel of
the Lord. We are the bush, and some of us are very little feeble tendrils
in the bush, but God does not consume one of us; He only tries us,
in order to consume the dross out of the metal-to change the figure
to that of the refiner-'-He does not destroy the metal. Let us take
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that to heart, dear; tried believer; the utmost intensity of the fire
of our Heavenly Father's discipline has just on'3 object-our blessing.
"The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine."

That is the only way in which He is a consuming fire to His children,
to purify and refine the metal of dross. Oh, how precious this is !
Now notice another thing. We have a remarkable expression in
Deut. xxiii. 16, in the blessing of Joseph: "The good will of Him
that dwelt in the bush." That fire is consistent with the good will,
the good pleasure of Jehovah,as we have it in the angel's song,
"Peace on earth, good will to men." Now the good will of God to
sinful men is one thing, but" the good will of Him that dwelt in the
bush" teaches me that it is the good will of my Father, who is seeking
to bring me into conformity with His will. Now don't you see how
differently we shall look upon affliction, if we just, as it were, use
God's own eye-glass, and so in the intensest affliction say, "It is the
expression of my Father's good will to me ~" If not walking by faith
but by sight, we say" How angry God is with me; He has taken
away that beloved one from my side." But it is "the good will of
Him that dwelt in the bush;" a tender, wise love, surpassing the
tenderest of earthly loves, does that thing which makes me shudder,
and feel as if I were cut in twain. Hold to it, my beloved brethren
and sisters; it is "the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush."
Now I want to recall a fact in connection with the other aspect
of fire, for the sake of any beloved friends here present, who are not
children of God. The fire of the wrath of God against the finally unpenitent is a solemn truth. We read in Ps. xcvii., "A fire goeth
before Him, and burneth up His enemies round about." Notice the
difference. The fire in Ex. iii. is the fire in which God dwells, and it
does not consume the bush; but in Ps. xcvii. it is the fire of God's
wrath that consumes His enemies. As the pillar of fire separa.ted
Israel from the Egyptians, so the fire of God separates His enemies
from His own people. "Upon the wicked He shall rain . . . fire."
(Ps. xi. 6).
Now these enemies of God reject His Son. How ~ By treating
Him as they treat His Word. He wraps Himself up with this Word.
"He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not MY' Word, hath One that
judgeth him." It is a most" strange work" of the blessed God to
punish sinners, but He must do it if they reject the only way of salvation,
for "there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin." Therefore I am
bound to declare to dear unsaved ones that Ps. xi. and Ps. xcvii. do
declare the fate that awaits the final rejector of God's way of salvation,
which is the blood of His only begotten Son.
There are two things revealed from heaven, the wrath of God: and
the righteousness of God. "Jehovah Tsidkenu" becomes the
righteousness of God to every poor sinner who believes, who receives
Christ; and the moment he does so, God, with His own hand, clothes
that sinner with ~he righteousness of His own Son, and he stands
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before God in that perfect righteousness; and because of the marital
union between that sinner and Christ, he has the same name as his
Lord. You will find in Jeremiah two passages: " He shall be called
the Lord our righteousness," and, ': This is the name wherewith she
shall be called; the Lord our righteousness." We are called "the
righteousness of God" because we are in Him.
Now have you believed? If so, you are righteous before God,
and will stand without blame before the throne of God. "Now is
the accepted time; now is the day of salvation."

LIVING UNION.

o HOLY! Holy Father,
o Christ ascended hi~h,

o pure celestial Spirit,

Eternal Trinity!
We, with Thy countless seraphs,
We, with Thy saints in light,
Bow down in adoration,
And praise" Thee day and night.
One life pervades Thy ransomed,
Within the golden gate,
And those who still are pilgrims,
And for their glory wait.
The shouts of triumph yonder,
The plaintive songs of earth,
Flow from the Spirit's presence;
Both own a heavenly birth.

o

wondrous, living union!
The saints are one with Thee,
Thou fountain of their being,
MysteriouR Trinity!
No power on earth,-or Satan
Can separate Christ's sheep,
For which He gave the ransom,
And which He's pledged to keep!
Then teach us, Lord, to worship
With loving hearts to-day,
And whilst we sing Thy praises,
And learn in faith to pray,
Help us to feel our union
With all who know Thy name,
And glory in J ehovah,
Unchangeably the same!
THE LATE REV.

W.

PENNEFATHER.
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"THE POWER OF THE KEYS."
TOUCHING "the keys," wherewith they may either shut or open the
kingdom of heaven, Christ's disciples did receive this authority, not
that they should have Private Confessions of the people and listen
to their whisperings, but to the end they should go, they should teach,
they should publish abroad the Gospel, and be unto the believing
a sweet savour of life unto life, and unto the unbelieving and unfaithful
a savour of death unto death; and that the minds of godly persons,
being brought low by the remorse of their former life and errors, after
once beginning to look up into the light of the Gospel and believe
in Christ, might be opened with the Word of God, even as a door is
opened with a key. Contrariwise, that the wicked and wilful folk,
and such as would not believe, nor return into the right way, should
be left still as fast locked and shut up, and, as St. Paul saith, "wax
worse and worse." This take we to be the meaning of " the keys; "
and that after this fashion men's consciences either to be open or shut.
And therefore our Saviour, Jesus Christ, to reprove the negligence
of the Scribes and Pharisees in teaching, did with these words rebuke
them, saying, "Woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees, which have
taken away the keys of knowledge, and have shut up the kingdom
of heaven before men." Seeing then "the key," whereby the way
and entry to the kingdom of God is opened unto us, is the Word of
the Gospel and the expounding of the Law and Scriptures, we say
plainly, where the same Word is not, there is not" the key." And
seeing one manner of Word is given to all, and one only "key"
belongeth to all, we say there is but one only power of all ministers,
as concerning opening and shutting.-Bishop Jewel, A.D. 1560.

!ffiLTtJM IN PARVO.
DURING the stay of the French Fleet in our waters, the providential
opportunity was utilised to circulate Christian literature among the
crews, and copies of the Soriptures were also plaoed in the hands of
the men. This service for God, however, did not meet with the approbation of a certain" Royal Naval Chaplain," named Russell, who
deemed it to be his duty to publish a protest in the local press, the
Bpirit of which does him little credit as a British Chaplain. In a
recent issue of the Portsmouth Eve-ning News appeared the foUowing
effusion, addressed to the Editor :-" Sir,-May I, through the means
of your paper, raise a protest against the action of a certain Bible
Society, which, for want of a better name I can only call' impertinent,'
in flooding the ships of the French Fleet with copies of the Protestant
edition of the Bible and other religious tracts, endeavouring, it would
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seem, to teach our guests what they should or should not believe?
May I remind this Society that France is not a Protestant country,
and that the spiritual interests of the men of the French Fleet are
safe in the hands of their own Chaplain, who, being himself a guest
in our midst, is precluded from giving expression to his feelings with
regard to such conduct. The want of tact shown by this Society makes
one doubt whether this Bible propaganda ever does any good, but on
this occasion, at any rate, the zeal shown is certainly in bad taste, and,
to say the least, utterly uncalled for, and I am sure that all fair-minded
people will agree with me in this matter.-Believe me, yours truly,
H. Russell, Royal Naval Chaplain." Need we add that the writer
of this bitter attack on the Bible is a Roman Catholic priest ?--A
link connecting the present day with the middle ages seems forged
anew when we hear of the old shaft in which the father of the great
Reformer, Martin Luther, worked, being reopened for mining operations.
Luther's father went from Mohra, in Thiiringen, to the district of
Kupfersuhl, in order to follow his vocation as a miner in the copper
mines there. The old shaft has long been closed down,but now it
has been reopened for fresh mining operations. It is sixty metres
deep, and has recently given a very good yield. The company now
owning the works has its offices in Eisenach, the little town where
young Martin -sang among the street choristers, and upon which in
later years he probably often looked down when suffering friendly
imprisonment on the Wartburg, after his stormy utterances at the
Diet of Worms.--In reply to a question put by Mr. Sloan last month
in the House of Commons, the Home Secretary said it was his intention
to introduce a Bill dealing with laundries, which would, among other
things, provide for the inspection of those laundries which were carried
on in Conventual institutions by way of trade and for purposes of
gain.--There are, we fear, many churches throughout the country,
in which the Law of God, as contained in the Ten Commandments,
is not to be found, in accordance with the 82nd Canon, which requires
"that the Ten Commandments be set upon the east end of every church
and chapel, where the people may best see and read the same." The
absence of the Tables of the Law from Evangelical churches is due, in
some cases, to their removal by former Ritualistic inc,umbents, but
steps should certainly be taken to restore them. We need only add
that a fund, founded by the late Mr. Cope Devereux, is administered
by the Church Association, from which grants are made to clergymen
who are desirous of restoring the ". Ten Words." It is due to the laxity
of the Bishops and their Archdeacons that any church in the land is to
be found from which God's Law has been deliberately banished.-Mr. Waiter Walsh, writing in the English Churchman, observes:" Perhaps the most remarkable feature of the late Parliamentary Session has been the fate of Lord Llandaff's Bill for revising the Royal
Declaration against Popery. It was introduced with a great flourish
of trumpets, and at once printed; but,. although it has appeared on
the official Proceedings of the House of Lords daily for nearly two
months, no date was fixed for its second reading, and therefore the
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letter to the Peers on the subject, prepared by the Imperial Protestant
Federation, was not sent out. There is evidently some mystery about
this Bill. I can only guess; but I am inclined to think that it was
not received favourably by the Roman Catholic English Bishops.
How could they approve of the proposed new Declaration, in which
the King would swear that he believed all the formularies of the Church
of England to be in accordance with God's Word, when they denounce
the Infallibility of the Church of Rome, the Mass, and Transubstantiation ~ It is certainly remarkable that no reason has been publicly
given by Lord Llandaff for not bringing on his motion for the Second
Reading of his Bill. We have, however, no reason to regret his
failure."
OLD CORN OF THE GOOD LAND.
(A letter to a Friend, dated 1811.)

"

My DEAR FRIEND IN CHRIST,
THE Providence of the Lord extends itself to everything, but there
is a special Providence over the children of God (1 Tim. iv. 10). The
providences of God to the children of God are sanctified providences, soul
providences; they are ordinances to them, instruments of good to
their souls. The providences of God to His children are promises
fulfilled (Psalm xxv. 10). The providences of God to His children
are the fruits and answers of prayer. The providences of God steer
the children of God heavenwards. Again, the providences of the Lord
combine and join their forces, for the good of every sincere single-hearted
believer (Rom. viii. 28). My friend, this I trust is your happiness, that
you are under the eye and conduct and tuition of a fatherly and special
Providence. Let us answer the call of Providence, which is to watch,
pray, and believe; and let us expect good things from a good God;
and great things from a great God, through our faithful and dear
Mediator, who ever lives to make intercession for us.
I suppose you may have heard that our friend Mary Tomkins is
gone to her eternal rest; she died triumphantly. "Oh," said she
upon her death-bed, "what things have I seen!" Ann Kemp asked
her, "Hath the Lord given thee a glimpse of heaven ~" "I cannot
tell," said Mary, "whether it be neaven or not, but joys, joys, such
things as never mortal eye beheld. I have fought the good fight."
And so she went on in heavenly expressions. Oh, what cause have
we to bless the Lord that she who was affiicted and tossed with so
many temptations in her life-time found joy and comfort in a dying
hour. The Lord was nearest to her when she needed Him most.
My wife remains as formerly, I hope through the goodness of God
not worse. I desire the continuance of your prayers for us. Our
other friends at S-- are well, and so at H--, only Goody Abbot
is affiicted as formerly. The Lord be with your spirit. No more,
but our love. In haste, I rest, ·your affection.ate, faithful friend in
J. M.
Christ,
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PILGRIMS'

FRIEND

SOCIETY.

By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE recent Sale of Work on behalf of the Society, at 93, Grove Lane,
Camberwell, proved very successful. The ladies worked earnestly
and perseveringly, and their efforts resulted in a substantial sum
being handed to the Treasurer. Mrs. James Jones desires heartily
to thank one and all who kindly supported her in this service, and
by gifts or purchases aided the cause of the Lord's aged poor.
Generous hospitality has been given to the inmates of our homes
by several friends, and the visits paid were enjoyed by the guests
and their kind hosts. The Annual Reunion Meeting at the Hornsey
Rise Asylum was largely attended; upwards of thirty aged ones
came over from Camberwell. The day was fine, and all appreciated
the welcome given by their northern friends. After tea, a brief meeting
was held, presided over by the Treasurer, Mr. A. Hayles. Addresses
were given by the Rev. W. Sinden and others.
General Sir William Stirling has kindly promised to preside over
the twenty-sixth Anniversary Meeting of the Brighton Home, in the
Royal Pavilion, on Tuesday afternoon, October 10th. The ladies
will hold a Sale of Work during the day, and it is hoped that a large
attendance of Sussex friends and visitors will cheer the Committee
on this occasion. Receipt books are now ready in connection with
the Million Shilling Fund, commemorative of the approaching Centenary
of the Society. If every reader would send for a book of twenty
receipts, returning £1 during the next few months, an immense boon
would be conferred upon the Institution. With 1600 pensioners,
and an expenditure of £14,000 per annum, additional help is greatly
needed. Centenary Leaflets can be supplied. In simple dependence upon
the loving-kindness of our faithful Covenant-keeping God, the Committee
believe that the hearts and hands of His people will be moved to respond
to this appeal, and thus strengthen a Society which, for 98 years,
has worked upon the basis of Protestant and Scriptural truth, and
which is still conducted on the clear and distinctive foundation expressed in its trust deeds.

A MAN'S freewill cannot even cure him of the toothache, and yet he
madly thinks it is in his power to cure his soul !-Toplady.
ALL that are chosen are veflsels of mercy; all that are regenerate are
patterns of mercy; all that are saved are monuments of mercy; and
the work of heaven is to sing the loud praises of God's mercy.-Mason.
THE law shall never be my doomster, by Christ's grace; I shall
find a sure enough doom in the Gospel to humble and cast me down.
There cannot be a more humble soul than a believer. It is no pride
in a drowning man to catch hold of a rock.-S. Rutherford.

~.....:...._--
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THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.
By THE LATE DR. HAWKER.
WE have in the Epistle to the Ephesians a portion of the inspired
writings, in which God the Holy Ghost, by His penman the Apostle,
has brought the Church into an acquaintance with the deep things
of God. Every chapter,more or less, brings with it such sublime
discoveries as none but God the Holy Spirit could have indited, and
none but His blessed teaching can give the ability to apprehend.
Every child of God, under the Lord's instruction, cannot but be constrained, as he passes through the several chapters, to remark these
things, and to be "convinced that the- mind of the Apostle must have
been carried" out in a most eminent manner, in spiritual enjoyment,
at the time God the Holy Ghost put the pen into his hand, and such
a fulness of grace into his heart, when he caused him to write his Epistle
to the church at Ephesus. The reader, for the better apprehension
of the distinguishing mercy manifested by the IJord's people among
the Ephesians, should connect with this Epistle the history in the
formation of the church at Ephesus, -as related in the Acts of the
Apostles. The establishment of the Gospel among a people like the
Ephesians is among the world's wonders. Here was erected the
magnificent building dedicated to the dunghill idol, Diana. The
city itself, like another Athens, appears to have been wholly given
to idolatry. It was a place of much pomp, luxury, and pride in human
learning; if we may judge by the destruction of the books of curious
arts which were destroyed when some were converted to the faith
in Jesus. (See Acts xix. throughout). But here also Christ had a
people; and hence, according to Covenant promises, the Holy
Ghost gathers out His redeemed to show forth Jehovah's praise.
Jerem. xxxii. 37, 38; Ezek. xxxiv. 12, &c., and xxxvi. 24, &c. Hence
Paul was sent to Ephesus to raise a church; and hence, for the confirmation of the church in the faith, he was afterwards directed to
send this Epistle.
But we must not stop here. It was not for the church at Ephesus
only that this most" precious portion of the Divine Word was sent,
but for the church of God in all ages. Thousands and tens of thousands
who never have seen, or will see, Ephesus, have found cause to bless
God the Holy Ghost for Paul's ministry and writings to that people.
Yea, ages yet unborn will find motives of praise for the same. Concerning the date of this Epistle, writers are divided. Some place
it so late as the year 59, corresponding to the 5th year of Nero. I
do not think it necessary in this place to give an account, however
briefly, of the great and essential doctrine of which this Epistle treats.
These will meet us in their proper place. The chief features of God
the Father's eternal love in the choice of the Church in Christ, and to
unspotted holiness in Him, the full, free, and complete redemption
by Christ, in the time-state of the Church, and the regenerating grace
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of God the Holy Ghost, with His several offices and characters; these
are opened to us in all their glory as we pass through the several chapters, and which supersede the necessity of enlarging upon them here.
It may serve, indeed, a good purpose, under God's grace, to endear
this Epistle to us still more, and to induce us to receive it with the
greater reverence and godly fear, if it be just remarked that the church
of Ephesus is now no more. The Lord hath fulfilled what he threatened,
and long, long since" removed her candlestick out of its place." (Rev.
ii. 5). And it becomes a loud admonition to our British Ephesus in
the present awful hour. If God spared not a city once so blessed,
take heed lest He spare not thee. The Church of God must stand,
and will stand till time shall be no more. But the candlestick is a
movable part of the furniture in the house. The Lord may remove
this to other nations, as He did by Ephesus, while His Church is the
same upon earth till time shall be no more.
Reader, pause at the threshold of this most blessed Scripture, and
let us beg the Almighty Giver of it to unfold to our spiritual apprehension
the gracious contents of it, that Christ, who is the great object of all
contained in it, ·and the subject of all treated of in it, may appear to
us in all His fulness, suitableness, and all-sufficiency; that in Him,
and by Him, and through Him we may find cause continually, through
every part of it, to bless J ehovah in His threefold character of Person
for all our blessings in Jesus Christ. Amen.

IF evil had never been permitted, then the wisdom of God could not
have appeared in over-ruling it; nor His jUBtice in punishing it; nor
His mercy in forgiving it; nor His power in subduing it.-Dr. Gifford.
You may be cast down by many doubts and fears, and lose the
sense of the Lord's love to your soul, but you caunot lose the reality,
nor is your faith destroyed by the hottest flame. It is like gold; the
fire melts away and separates the dross and tin, but never touches
the gold. In your hottest trials your faith will not have lost a particle.
Neither will your hope be destroyed, however you may be cast down
about your state or standing; for not a particle of hope, or of anyone
Christian grace, can ever be lost. They may seem to suffer diminution,
as the apostle speaks, "If a man's work shall be burned, he shall su.ffer
loss" (1 Cor. ill. 15'); but it is no real loss-it is merely the dross taken
away, that he may come forth a vessel for the finer. The work of the
Holy Spirit is as indestructible as the work of Christ; and thus every
grace which He implants in the soul remains there untouched, unharmed in all its divine integrity. Love, patience, submission, and
humility all remain unhurt in the flame, though the dross which is
mixed with them be taken from them that they may shine all the
brighter. Thus though you may be plunged into the hottest fires, you
will not be destroyed, any more than the three children were destroyed
in Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, or Jonah in the belly of thewhale.J. C. Philpot.
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THE SPIRITUAL CONFLICT.
THE glory of the incarnate God, and His infinite sufficiency to
save, have not a greater enemy than a legal spirit, and therefore I
have enlarged upon this point, that believers might be convinced, from
the Word of God, they were saved from the condemnation of the law.
They will never live comfortably till they see the law dead and buried,
and then willingly give up themselves to be espoused to Christ, who
will make them free indeed. And when they have learned of Him
to enjoy and walk in their Christian liberty, then they will be better
acquairited with the warfare between nature and grace, the old man
and the new, the flesh and the Spirit.
This warfare is the great hindrance that stops the growth of faith
in weak believers. They are unskilful in it, soon tired of it, and often
likely to be defeated. They do not enter into the battle strong in
the Lord, and in the power of His might; nor are they certain, if they
fall in battle, they shall be saved with an eternal salvation. These
are great discouragements, and until these be removed, they cannot
fight the good fight of faith, like good soldiers of ChTist Jesus.
The case is this :-There is in every believer an old man and a new
man, nature and grace, flesh and spirit, and these are opposite and
contrary the one to the other in their principles and actions; they
are always desiring different things, and pursuing different ends,
which occasions a continual war between them. The flesh lusteth
against the spirit, and has many and mighty allies on its side, armies of
lusts, the faculties of soul and body to bring forth sin, hosts of fallen
angels, and all the world that lieth in wickedness. But the new man,
renewed in the spirit of his mind, has a reconciled God on his side,
and therefore he need not fear what any enemy can do unto him,
but may bravely face the stoutest of them,' even death itself, relying
upon that sure word of promise, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee." Here is the believer's encouragement to fight: his God will
never leave him; here he obtains victory every day, his God never
forsakes him; and after he has fought the good fight of faith, his God
and Saviour will make him more than conqueror; He will send death
to kill sin; and then the believer will never more have temptation
from it, no sorrow about it; but till that happy time come, he must
be fighting against his corrupt nature and all its allies. No peace
can be made with them, not even a truce; he must expect no kind
of favour from them, because they are God's irreconcilable enemies;
and therefore, as long as he is in the world, he must be fighting against
the world; so long as he has a body of flesh, he must oppose it with
its affections and lusts, because they war against the soul; and as
long as he is in the reach of temptation, he must oppose the tempter,
steadfast in the faith, never putting off his armour, until the Lord
give him a discharge.-Romaine.
GOSPEL holiness includes a heart broken for sin; a heart broken off
from sin; and a perpetual conflict with sin.-Medley.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
AT the date of our writing, the Russian and Japanese Peace Plenipotentiaries are still in session at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in
the United States of America. Reports state that agreement on
certain articles has been arrived at, but considerable doubt exists
as to a final settlement. Meanwhile the military position in Manchuria points to an early conflict on a scale unparalleled in the world's
history.
The French Fleet paid a visit to our shores during the past month,
in celebration of the entente cordiale between the two Powers, and
met with a hearty welcome from the King to the humblest of his
subjects. We can only trust that by God's blessing the peace of
Europe may be served by this incident.
A Reuter telegram from Rome says :-The official journal of the
Italian Society of Archoc-ological Research states that a most interesting
discovery has been made in the Catacombs. Researches have brought
to light the cemetery of Commodiglio on the Appian Way, which has
been abandoned since the ninth century. The cemetery remained
forgotten until 1720, when a large subterranean chamber was unexpectedly discovered. This chamber was subsequently buried in a
land slide. After systematic search a vast underground region has
now come to light, containing paintings, mosaics, and numerous
inscriptions.
The Annual Report of " The Scripture Readers and Irish Society"
has just been issued, and tells of much blessing in the work in the
Sister Island. Referring to the labours of the Scripture Readersin whom some of our readers are interested-the committee of the
Society say :-" The labours of our Scripture Readers largely differ
in character according to the districts in which they are employed.
The larger number and wider area contained in the United Society
make these differences greater than before. Some tread the lonely
Western mountain side, some walk the busy streets of Belfast. The
work of some is mostly in the Irish language, of others altogether
in English; some labour for the souls of Roman Catholics, others
care for our own Protestant brethren; while one man is telling the Old,
Old Story in a wretched tenement in a Dublin slum, the voice of
another as he reads the Holy Volume mingles with the murmur of
the Great Atlantic. Some of those men have grown old in the service.
One, after 42 years' work, was recently granted a small pension; two
have died-one a pensioner, the other actively engaged in our employment until his death. It is greatly to be desired that more could
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be done to make easier the last veal's of those faithful workers, who,
from their slender stipends, cannot be expected to make adequate
provision for old age and infirmity. IT IS HOPED SOON TO MAKE A
SPECIAL EFFORT TO INCREASE THE BENEFICENT FUND so as to help
men in the time of sickness or trouble, and also to secure them a small
pension in their old age. In the meantime this object is commended
to the generous sympathy of the Christian public, and contributions
in aid are earnestly invited."
The severance of Norway from Sweden made an important advance
last month. All the Referendum returns have now been received.
They show that 368,200 persons voted in favour of the dissolution of
the Union and 184 against. At the last general election to the Storthing
only 236,641 votes were polled. Thus it seems probable that a peaceful
finale will be attained.

REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.
ME}fORIAL OF CHARLES HEMINGTON (late Pastor of the Old Baptist
Chapel, Devizes). By the Rev. J. K. POPHAM. With Portrait.
Pp. 144. Cloth, Is. 6d. (postage 3d.). London: Farncombe & Son,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.
The memory of the beloved man of God whose labours-mainly
at Devizes-are dealt with in this volume, is fragrant in the soul of
the author of this review in connection with an incident dating back
as far as 1871. It had to do with a visit of brotherly sympathy paid
by Mr. Hemington in London, during the severe illness of the writer,
the consolation and cheer of which are gratefully cherished to this
day. Our beloved friend, so far as we remember, was then in town,
preaching at Gower Street Chapel. And it was while on a visit to
the metropolis-thirty-four years later-that he suddenly heard the
home-call from the lips of his Lord and Master. The Memoir of this
faithful witness and diligent servant of Christ is very instructive as
illustrating the various operations of the Holy Spirit, alike in the
sinner's call by grace, and in His wonderful methods of qualifying
instruments for "the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of
the Body of Christ." Mr. Hemington's long and fruitful ministry is
worthy of the study of all pastors of souls. The meek and humble
spirit in which he lived and laboured is eminently suggestive and
stimulating. . His gifts as an expositor of God's Word were exceptional,
his discourses being rich in edification, distinctly spiritual, entirely
free from any approach to that levity which too often mars the gravity
of the Gospel message in the present-day pulpit, and withal profoundly
and sympathetically experimental. Charles Hemington was born at
Over, Cambridgeshire, in 1830. The circumstances of his conversion
by God's sovereign grace are narrated by Mr. Popham in the words of
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a brief account given by Mr. Hemington himself, when preaching at
Gower Street Chapel in 1872. The greater part of his ministerial life
was spent at Devizes, and his departure to the Lord has left among
his attached flock a void which is mourned with deepest sorrow. The
following extract is taken from Mr. Popham's biographical sketch.
It records the touching incidents of the tragical end of God's beloved
servant :-" On Friday evening, April 8th, 1904, Mr. Hemington
attended the prayer-meeting at his own chapel. He read Psalm xxix.,
making special comment on verses 5 and 11, and said very impressively,
'When walking to chapel this evening, I said, 'Lord, I want rest,
and I want Thy eternal rest."
He added, 'These words have been
much upon my mind, 'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.'
His concluding prayer was much noticed and felt by some who were
present. One of his old and much-attached members remarked to
some on leaving the chapel, 'I wish he had not prayed that prayer.'
On Sunday, April 10th, he preached at Gower Street, London. His
text in the morning was 1 Cor. ii. 9, ' But as it is written, eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.' In the
afternoon of the following day, as he was on his way to visit his old
friend and brother in the ministry, Mr. Adams, he was knocked down
by a railway van, and died from the shock, the result of the accident,
on April.30th. Thus, three weeks after this dear man and servant of
God had felt Rev. xiv. 13, and had preached from 1 Cor. ii. 9, he realised
both these blessed portions of God's Word. During the three weeks
of his illness he suffered much at times, but his mind was kept stayed
on the Lord, and he uttered many gracious words. Almost his first
words on recovering consciousness after he was knocked down were,
, If I had been killed on the spot, I should have gone straight to heaven !'
Often he said, 'I have never had one murmuring thought.' To Mr.
Hazelton he said, 'I think it is God knocking at the door, telling me
my work is nearly done.' . .. For several days before the end he was
scarcely conscious, but amongst his last utterances were his partil}g
words to his friend, Mr. Moss, of Croydon; 'Oh, Mr. Moss, what a
.mercy it will be to be in heaven! '" His translation to glo~ was one
of unclouded light and peace.
." / '

,
You that acknowledge God's uprightness, and profess to be His
children, convince the world of the truth of your principles by your
practice. Show yourselves to be His offspring by your likeness to
Him: Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly. To" be blameless and
harmless, and without rebuke" (Phi!. ii. 15) is your best argument
to refute the world's calumnies; and to prove yourselves to be the
sons of God. Show it also by your justifying God, even while" He
wraps Himself in a cloud" (Job xxii. 13, 14), "and His footsteps are
not known" (Ps. lxxvii. 19): He th~.~ owns not God's hand in every
dispensement, disowns His -sovereigntj,; 'and he that repines, denies
His righteousness: acquit yourself in"both.-Elisha Coles.

