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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. i. ~.

SAVING

MERCY.

" Not by works 01 righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us, by the washing 01 regeneration and
renewing 01 the Holy Ghost."-TITUS iii. 5.

THE late beloved Rev. ROBERT WALKER, Rector of Wymeswold,
whose port:.'ait and memoir lately appe~red in our pages, penned
the following truthful words in a New Year's Address to his
parishioners, in 1872. They are indeed a precious summary of
Divine truths-of truths but rarely proclaimed nowadays in the
pulpits of our churches and chapels. Mr. WALKER wrote: "If
there is one point on which I become more and more deeply
convinced, and in which I get more and more help and comfort
from above, it is this-' Salvation is of the LoRD.' I see it in every
page of Scripture; I see it in every age of the Church; and I see
it in every believer's history, yea, even in the experience of those
who think this a dangerous doctrine. I believe more finnly than
ever that every soul who enters heaven owes his sal~ation to the
eternal Covenant purpose of JEHOVAH, FATHER, SON, and HOLY
SPIRIT; that every part of his history, from the cradle to the
grave, was planned and arranged in an everlasting Covenant,
, ordered in all things and sure'; that he was saved in the purpose
of GOD from eternity; that his ~ins were really all atoned for when
33
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JESUS said, 'It is finished,' and that the time of his coming to
know this, and feel his sins forgiven, was fixed in the eternal purpose
and everlasting Covenant of GOD before the world began. I
believe that this is all plainly revealed in the Word of GOD, and
. that it is the duty of Gospel ministers to feed the people of GOD
by bringing forward these foundation truths again and again in
their ministry. But, whilst I say all this, let me add, it is not the
holding of this truth in the head that will save us; we want it more
and more engraven on the heart. Happy the soul who can unfeignedly use this language :, A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring: "
This gracious and faithful testimony, borne thirty-four years
ago by our much-esteemed brother in the LORD, has to-day lost
none of its fragrance. It is fresh as ever to souls that know and
feel themselves to be eternal debtors to the sovereign mercy of
the GOD of salvation. It still breathes the sweetness of the lips
of. EMMANUEL, and by its balmy preciousness revives, restores,
and invigorates hearts that are faint and weary, spirits that
are sad and overwhelmed under a sense of unworthiness,
defilement, and sin. The marrow of the Gospel is the sovereignty
of the FATHER'S love, the fulness of the grace of our REDEEMER and
LORD, and the imperishableness of the life which the HOLY SPIRIT
imparts by the regeneration of the elect sinner. "According to
His mercy He saved us"! Verily," according" to it! Mercy
preceded salvation, designed it, promised it, and secured it. As
Mr. WALKER said, mercy accounts for every soul in the heavenly
glory. None but debtorsto mercy gain entrance into the City of
the GREAT KING, Whose throne is the Mercy-seat, Who " delighteth
in .mercy," Who "makes known the riches of His glory on the
vessels of mercy which he had afore prepared unto glory," and
"Whose mercy endureth for ever." Mercy has been the cry of
GOD'S people in all ages, and so long as the Church is "in the
wilderness"
her prayer will continue
to be,
"Let Thy merciful
.
,
.
kindness be for my comfort" (P~. cxix. 76). Nothing sweetens
mercy to the soul like a sense of misery. It is when we are in a
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low place, and see not a "door of hope" from " the Valley of
Achor," that mercy's fair form, coming silently and suddenly upon
the scene of our distress, appears inexpressibly lovely. Her visits
are always welcome to the tried souls of GOD'S people, but never
more so than when the day is dark and cloudy, the heart heavy,
and the providential dealings of the FATHER mysterious and
seemingly adverse.
The tenderness of Divine mercy is one of its most beauteous
characteristics. "Surely all mercy," one has said, "must, by its
very nature, be tender. But tender mercies are mercies of the
most loving kind. See Psalm xxv. 6: 'Remember, 0 LORD,
Thy tender mercies' (in the margin' Thy bowels '), the Hebrew
emblem of gentle affection and yearning compassion."
It is in the glorious doctrine of CHRIST crucified that the tender
mercy of JEHOVAH is most effectively demonstrated. "Mercy
and Truth " m~t together and "kissed each other" at the cross.
That which otherwise had barred the way against the escape of
the sinner from the wrath to come became, through the expiatory
blood of the LAMB, the consecrated channel through which saving
mercy flows freely to needy, perishing, penitent, and believing
sinners. This is the reason, no doubt, why the same Hebrew word
is in the Scriptures of the Old Testament translated synonomously
" mercy" and" lovingkindness." Precious indeed is the revealed
truth, "Also unto Thee, 0 LORD, belongeth mercy." "But
Thou, 0 LORD, art a GOD full of compassion, and' gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth."
This saving mercy of His is personal in its free application.
" For He saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.
Therefore hath He mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom
He will He hardeneth" (Rom. ix. 15-18). And it is equally true
that this free mercy of His is bestowed upon a people whom no
man can number. "The mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto
children's children." All who are made partlJ,kers of the eternal
mercy, tender mercy, Covenant mercy of the GOD of salvation
find it by faith in the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The forgiveness and
obliteration of confessed sin, "through the tender mercy of our
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GOD, whereby the DAY-SPRING from on high hath visited us,"
become ours through Him of Whom it is written that" Grace and
truth came by JESUS CHRIST." The accepted sinner is made an
eternal debtor to the atoning work of his REDEEMER, and the
everlasting ages will be none too long for the utterance of that praise
which is due to Him Who" gave Himself" a ransom for many.
Mercy is the key-note of heaven's exultant song. When the bloodbought multitudes of the FATHER'S family hereafter look back
from the heights of the celestial Zion on " all the way" by which
"the right hand" of JEHOVAH shall have conducted them from
grace to glory, their voices will unite in thunderous volume to
celebrate His faithfulness, lovingkindness, and tender mercies; and,
with one heart and soul, shall they worship Him-FATHER, SON,
and HOLY GHOST-saying, "0 give thanks unto the LORD; for
He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever." Meanwhile:" Great FATHER of mercies! Thy goodness I own,
And the Covenant love of Thy crucified SON;
All praise to the SPIRIT, Whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine."
THE EDITOR.

RESTING AND WAITING.
" Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him."-PsALM xxxvii.. 7.

" REST" and" wait"-sweet words of Jesus ;
Lord, may I Thy precepts follow,
Rest and wait, from danger free us,
God provideth for" to-morrow."
" Rest" and" wait,"-dear Lord incline me,
From Thy Word new faith to borrow;
Rest and wait speak all divinelyGod provideth for" to-morrow."
" Rest" and" wait,"-dear Lord, allure me
From the world so vain and hollow;
Rest and wait-Lord, re-assure me
God provideth for" to·morrow."
" Rest" and ," wait"-'tis Jesus sees us :
He can shield from every sorrow ;
Rest and wait, and trust in J esusGod provideth for" to-morrow."
(The late) AUNT Lucy.
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SWEET MEDITATION.

" My meditation of Him shall be sweet,. I will be glad in the Lord."
Ps. civ. 34.
IT has often been observed that the secret of the profound knowledge of the Holy Scriptures possessed by those blessed men
ignominiously designated" Puritans," lay in their habits of devout
meditation. The observation is thoroughly justified by facts.
Such prolific and profitable writers as Thomas Goodwin, Richard
Sibbes, Thomas Manton, J oseph Caryl, Samuel Rutherford,
Peter Sterry, John Owen, John Bunyan, and many others spent
long hours by day and by night in their closets alone with God
and His precious Word.
Such wisely drank the truth at the
fountain-head. They wrote and spoke the things of God from
deep personal conviction, and testified that which their own hands
had handled and their own souls had tasted of the Word of Life.
Those who came into contact with them could but take" knowledge
that they had been with Jesus." They searched diligently the
treasures of the inspired Book, and so became" skilful in the Word
of righteousness," "able ministers of the New Covenant,"
" workmen needing not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word
of Truth." They were not content to be familiar with the mere
" letter" of the Holy Oracles, but they hid the Word in their hearts,
and by meditation and prayer attained to the stature of " men"
in divine knowledge, understanding, and judgment.
Meditation and prayer are inter-dependent in their exercise.
Gurnall has quaintly said, "Meditation is prayer's handmaid,
to wait on it, both before and after the performance. It is as the
plough before the sower, to prepare the heart for the duty of prayer,
and the harrow to cover the seed, when it is sown. As the hopper
feeds the mill with grist, so does meditation supply the heart with
matter for prayer." Some one has remarked that meditation before
prayer or praise is as the tuning of an instrument before it is played
upon. It sped well with the patriarch Isaac when at eventide
he " went out to meditate in the field" (Gen. xxiv. 63). Our matters
prosper when we walk in silent fellowship with our heavenly Father,
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and give ourselves up to the contemplation of His precIOus
promises and His holy precepts, and seek the anointings of the
Spirit of His grace. The mind of GOD was notably communicated
to His servant Joshua concerning the profitable habit of ruminating
in the green pastures of revealed truth, when He said: "This
Book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success"
(Joshua i. 8). Among the gracious marks of the Blessed Man in
the first Psalm is this; that" his delight is in the law of the Lord;
and in His law doth he meditate day and night" (Ps. i. 2). The
same spiritual character is heard in the nineteenth Psalm petitioning
his God: "Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of
my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my Strength and
my Redeemer." The meditation of God's children when they
think upon His name, are very precious unto Him. The prophet
Malachi tells us of "a book of remembrance" being written
before Jehovah "for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon His name," or character, as revealed by the Spirit and the
Word.
For the all-attractive subject of the devout believer's meditation
is the Lord Himself. "My meditation of Him shall be sweet."
The Lord Jesus is to the hearts of His grace-saved. ones "the
chiefest among ten thousand" (Song v. 10). "Who in the heaven
can be compared unto the Lord? Who among the sons of the
mighty can be likened unto the Lord? (Ps. lxxxix. 6). As sainted
Adelaide Newton writes: "The language of our hearts should
ever be what the men of war of old said to David, ' Thou art worth
ten thousand of us.' 'The Alpha and Omega,' 'The Firstborn of
every creature,' , The Pearl of great price,' , A Great High Priest,'
, That Great Shepherd of the sheep; 'The Great God,' , A Great
Rock in a weary land,' 'The Greater than Solomon,' 'The Prince
of the kings of the earth,' 'The Chief Shepherd,' 'The Chief Cornerstone,' 'The Fitstborn among many brethren.' Surely' God hath
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every
name, that at the name of JESUS every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and
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that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to
the glory of God the Father.' " Blood-washed sinners behold in
their adorable Redeemer infinite preciousness. They love Him for
what He is in Himself, in His Person, in all that He is. The Holy
Spirit magnifies His "altogether loveliness" in their hearts, and
makes meditation upon Him inexpressibly "sweet." They are
not satisfied to dwell on His gracious work and mediatorial office
only, neither upon their own wondrous salvation through the
efficacy of His atoning blood; but they must have holy, near, and
blessed fellowship with Himself-the God-Man portion of their
souls! Of His own fulness they partake; and nothing less than
this gives them spiritual satisfaction. That which He is in heaven
to the spirits of the just " made. perfect" He likewise is-though
in humbler measure-to the just on earth. "The Lamb is all
the glory" of His redeemed Church. The chastened language of
" A. R. C." gives expression to this delightful truth of revelation:" The harps of gold are ringing
Across the crystal sea ;
A gentle breath is bringing
Their echoes down to me.
Now steals their soft outpouring,
Now swells their clear acclaim;
Throughout, the deep adoring
Of one Beloved Name.
Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
The theme of all the throng;
If Christ were not in Heaven,
All silent were the song.
" The sun of love is beaming
To dry the dew of tears;
Love's golden sun, outstreaming
To bless the cloudless years.
Its shining beauty brightens
The summer land above;
With warm sweet smile it lightensThat golden Sun of Love!
Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
Its glory and its light;
If Christ were not in Heaven,
Its noonday were as night.
" Each joy in Heaven beareth
Life's freest bloom and breath
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" Yet, won by blood, it weareth
The costliness of death.
From grief doth gladness borrow
The garland of the blest;
The cross of bleeding sorrow
Endears the crowned rest.
Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
Triumphant now He stands,
The Sceptred Man in Heaven,
The nail-prints in His hands.
" 0 dower of passing sweetness!
o cup filled to the brim!
o perfect, pure completeness
That saints possess in Him!
o sweet, unwearying story,
Sung in each various tone!
And 0, fair feast of glory,
That tastes of love alone!
Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
Its fulness and its bliss!
No banquet, e'en in Heaven,
For hungering souls, like this! "

But the meditation of the believer on his beloved Lord is not
sweet to himself only, but to the heart of Immanuel also. "As the
fat of the sacrifices was the Lord's portion, so are our best meditations due to the Most High, and are most acceptable to Him."
The two disciples were meditatively occupied with Jesus, and the
things concerning His death, when He Himself drew near, and
communed with them until their hearts burned within them with
joy and gladness. How great was the satisfaction of the Master's
heart when He thus entered into the musings of His disciples,
and taught them "more perfectly" the deep truths of Calvary !
" My meditation shall be sweet to Him" is the sense in which many
ancient interpreters of our Scripture passage understood it. This
-sense accords well with Psalm xix. 14: "Let the meditation of
my heart be acceptable in Thy sight." The gracious operations of
the Spirit in the renewed minds of those whom He indwells
must needs be acceptable to the Lord Jesus.
How very
important, then, it is that true Christians should more
habitually seize every opportunity-and make opportunity-for
the exercise of this profitable means of grace. And this so much
the more when they remember that the diligent use of this means

521

The Gospel M agaztne.

ministers satisfaction to the heart of their adorable Lord and Master.
It is noteworthy that the word " sweet" in our text is one often
employed of the acceptability of the Levitical sacrifices (See Jer. vi.
20; Hosea ix. 4; Malachi iii. 4). An hour spent alone with God,
in prayerful contemplation on His holy Word, tends, more than
anything else, to lift the mind above all earthly things, to sanctify
the soul, to give reality to spiritual verities, and to quicken in
the heart that thirst for the living God of which the Psalmists speak
in their more contemplative compositions. It was the exhortation
of the Apostle Paul to Timothy, his own son in the faith:
" Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that
thy profiting may appear to all" (1 Tim. iv. 15). The same
counsel is good for ourselves.
0lijton.

J. O.
REST FOR WEARY SOULS.
MATT. xi. 28; GEN. viii. 9; JOB X. 1; xvi. 7.
"DOES the Gospel Word proclaim
Rest for those who weary be ?
Then, my soul, put in thy claim;
Sure that promise speaks to thee.
Marks of grace I cannot show,
All polluted is my breast;
Yet I weary am, I know,
And the weary long for rest.
" Burden'd with a load of sin ;
Harass'd with tormenting doubt;
Hourly conflicts from within,
Hourly crosses from without.
All my little strength is gone,
Sink I must without supply,
Sure, upon the earth there's none
Can more weary be than 1.
" In the ark the weary dove
Found a welcome resting-place;
Thus my spirit longs to prove
Rest in Christ, the Ark of grace.
Tempest-toss'd I long have been,
And the flood increases fast;
Open, Lord, and take me in,
Till the storm be overpast."
REV. JOHN NEWTON.
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WELL-SPRINGS.

" Who is this? "-MATT. xxi. 10.
THAT was a grand reply of Luther's when asked of Ps. xl. 7, to what
person and what book it referred-" There is but one Person and but
one Book." Jesus is that living Person, and" the Book" the Incarnate
Word. Beloved, may our souls' chief attraction, joy, and desire be
after this one Person-even Jesus-so that amidst all the shifting,
changing scenes of time, "this same Jesus" may be the all-absorbing
theme, even He, who is " from everlasting to everlasting." View Him
as we may under all aspects and conditions, from every standpoint,
we are constrained by the beauty of His person and the glories of His
grace to exclaim: "Arise, let us anoint Him, for this is He!" Had
each of us ten thousand crowns, we, surely, would crown Him with
them all. Assured I am that the more the people of God are taken up
with the person of Christ-the perfect Man, the Man in the Glorythe more ardently will their souls be led to admire, love, and adore Him;
go out after Him, and cleave unto Him.
May the Holy Spirit grant us unction, power, and blessing to consider
the text before us, yea, the living subject and object of our text, which
was one sweetly dropped into my soul whilst recently bemoaning
my poverty, and waiting for a fresh filling from the Fountain of Life.
Who is this? May we, like those Greeks of old, desire to" see Jesus"
in this enquiring.
1. We would observe it was an Old Testament enquiry. "Who is
this," enquires the prophet Isaiah (lxiii. 1), "that cometh from
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ~ this, that is glorious in
His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength ~ I that speak
in righteousness, mighty to save." Christ reveals Himself graciously
under this glorious picture of His power and might. He tells who He
is, and what He is, and what His glorious victory over His enemies.
The challenge calls for the Church's admiration, and is the object of
worship and praise. Who is this that cometh up from Bozrah ~-a
sheep-fold, and often mentioned in Scripture as the chief city of
Edom, and where prophecy foretold "The Lord hath a sacrifice! "
(Isa. xxiv. 6). What were these" dyed garments" if they were not
" red" with the blood of His enemies ~ For this was the mighty
conquering One going forth to conquer and overcome to the last
enemy. This is He" that is glorious-Hebrew, decked-in His apparel
because of what He is." "His raiment was white as the light."
"White and glistering" is recorded of the God-man by the sacred
historians, Matthew and Luke, as seen upon the Mount of Transfiguration. And the apocalyptic vision unfolds this glorious picture
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of " one like unto the Son of man-clothed with a garment down to
the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle."
Glorious indeed because of His Kingly rights and unfailing victory.
Travelling, moving, coming, accomplishing all "in the greatness of
His strength," unto Whom alone shall be ascribed all "might, majesty,
dominion, and power, for ever and ever, Amen." Alone was this
mighty One. Of the people, "none with Me." "I have trodden the
wine-press alone." View Him: the God-man in the solitariness of
His work and suffering! "My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me 1" "But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men,
and despised of the people," was His cry. Alone in Gethsemane,
" sweating as it were great drops of blood." Of the people given Himnone with Him ! " All forsook Him and fled." "And I looked, and
there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to
uphold; therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me, and my
fury it upheld me." Salvation bought at such a cost-Redemption
bought at such a price! Who is this, and what is He, my soul, to thee 1
May the contemplation melt these hard hearts, fix our hope, and give
us a plea, that mercy may hide us there, and love incarnate cover all
our sins in that fathomless abyss, as we sing :-" Here's my claim, and here alone;
None a Saviour more can need.
Deeds of righteousness I've none,
No, not one good work to plead.
Not a glimpse of hope for me,
Only in Gethsemane.
" Saviour, all the stone remove
From my flinty, frozen heart;
Thaw it with the beams of love,
Pierce it with a blood-dipt dart.
Wound the heart that wounded Thee;
Melt it in Gethsemane."

n. Again. It is ,the question of the Bride in Solomon's Song of
Songs, It was truly said by one: "The Scriptures in general may
be considered as the temple at large, but the Canticles and Revelation
as the holy of holies." And we have a view within the veil, as it were,
of the Beloved of her soul and of her glorying in Him. "Who is this
that cometh out of the wilderness like ~illars of smoke, perfumed with
myrrh and frankincense, and with all powders of the merchant 1 "those costly wares of the merchant setting forth the sweet and
intrinsic delights which faith inhales and receives from Him. He
advances" as pillars of smoke," and thus in His gracious consideration
for, the infirmities of our nature, as He veils His glory, reminds us of
past deliverances, former guidings, as He led the children of Israel
in their wilderness march by "a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar
of fire by night." Likewise also, a cloud covered the mercy-seat;
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a cloud ascended from the altar of sacrifice; and smoke arose from
the golden altar of incense. The unutterable glory of the divine Majesty
was too much for the children of Israel. They besought Moses,
" Speak thou with us and we will hear; but let not God speak with us,
lest we die," for" the sight of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring
fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel."
And Moses, though called to go up into the mount, "put a veil over
his face," and even then" the skin of his face shone, and they were
afraid to come nigh him," when he descended again to the people.
Oh! with the Church, by night and by day may our souls be seeking
this glorious Person "Whom my soulloveth," that our ear may be quick
to catch the faintest sound of His footfall and read the signs of the
coming of the Bridegroom which draweth nigh.
Beloved, mark that wondrous identity that He has been pleased
to use between Himself and His Church by inspiration in this song.
Who is this? enquires the Bride, as she admires and is " lost in wonder,
love, 'and praise." And" Who is this that coming up out of the wilderness leaning upon her beloved ~ " (chap. viii. 5). Not alone! but all
supported and made to lean her weah.'l1ess and her weight upon Omnipotence-even her Ishi, who is unto her her" strong Lord" (Ps. xxiv.
8; I xxxix. 8), her strong rock (Ps. xxxi. 2), her strong tower (Ps. lxi.
3), and her strong Redeemer (Jer. 1. 34).
Ill. Again, in the words of our text, "Who is this?" was the
enquiry of the multitude. "And when He was come into Jerusalem,
all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?" There was great
excitement. There was" a very great multitude which spread their
garments in the way, others cut down branches from the trees and
strawed them in the way." And the shouts of the multitude that
went before, and those that followed after mingled in the air, and the
cry ascended to heaven, "Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is
He that cometh in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest."
John's Gospel tells us that even His disciples understood not these
things at the first; and that the people met Him because they had
heard of the miracle He had performed in raising Lazarus from the
dead. Idle curiosity in many of them, just as it was in the case of
Herod, who had been" desirous to see Him of a long season, because
he had heard many things of Him; and he hoped to have seen some
miracle done by Him." The chief priests and scribes, too, had often
sought to see Him" that they might catch Him in His words." So that
many among this concourse had gathered themselves through curiosity,
envy, and evil intentions, doubtless, as Jesus of Nazareth passed by them:
That meek and lowly One, Lord of all power and might. The King
of heaven and earth, yet riding meek and lowly upon an ass! Such
a lovely exhibition of His meek and quiet spirit marked His triumphal
entry into Jerusalem. " Who is this?" "And the multitude said,
This is Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth, of Galilee." Jesus, the name
proper to Him, given Him of His Father that He might be a Saviour,
"for He shall save His people from their sins," as said the angelic
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messenger when announcing His incarnation to Joseph. Precious
name of that meek and lowly One Who took upon Himself the form of
a servant. And He is Jesus still-calling Himself by that name in the
heavenlies. Said He to Saul, the persecuting Cilician, from heaven: "I
am Jesus, Whom thou persecutest, in pursuing and injuring My saints."
And yet He is King. "All this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter of Sion,
Behold thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass,
and a colt the foal of an ass." Yes, this meek and lowly Jesus is King.
Is He thy King of Love, or thy King to execute His wrath ~ Is
He thy King in Righteousness, or thy King in Judgment ~ Is He thy
King of Salem-peace-or thy King of Eternity, at " Whose wrath the
earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide His
indignation " ~
Oh! may the heart of each reader, by divine grace, be enabled to
respond to this question-" Who is this ~-He is my King; He is
my Lord; He is my Saviour. With Thomas, convinced savingly, to
exclaim: 'My Lord, my God.''' With Peter to cry: "It is the Lord! "
With Mary, "Rabboni! that is to say, Master," yea, and to say with
the prophet: "0, Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into
the high mountain. 0, Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift
up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the
cities of Judah, Behold your God!" The immortal Toplady seems
carried away in spirit as he attempts to portray in sublime language
the glories that surround this Name that is above every name, and at
Whose name every knee shall sooner or later bow :" What is that grand, that awful name,
Whose blazing glories round us shine;
Who can His mighty works rehearse,
Who spake and built the universe ~
" Know you, ye saints, this glorious name,
Whose wonders heaven and earth proclaim
Who, what is He ~ Oh, strange to tell,
'Tis our beloved Immanuel."

~

"One of the most beautiful of the many stories relating to the late
beloved Queen Victoria, and which has thrilled my heart many a time,
is one told of her at the time of her coronation. A series of state ceremonies and gorgeous festivities were held in her honour, and to the
last of them the girl-Queen went and presided. It was the grand
performance of 'The Messiah '-Handel's famous oratorio. It was
intimated to the young Sovereign by those who were initiated in
court etiquette that whilst" it was customary with the British public
to rise, when the opening notes are struck of the' Hallelujah Chorus,'
and to remain standing till it is finished, it would be a violation of her
Imperial dignity if she should rise with the multitude, as it is the royal
prerogative to sit when others stand. When the chorus began, and
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the great multitude rose to their feet, she yearned to stand up and so
confess with them her allegiance to the Messiah, in whose honour the
chorus was sung; but she remembered her instructions, and the modest
young Sovereign, who was scarcely yet familiar with royal dignity,
kept her seat as the words rang out, 'Hallelujah, Hallelujah, for the
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.' But when in the last part of the
chorus, the words pealed out: 'King of kings, and Lord of lords.'
she forgot her court instructions and her royal dignity, and, ri ing
to her feet, and folding her arms across her breast, she bowed her head
with the crown of empire upon it."*
It was asked by those that sat at meat in Simon's house" within
themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also ~,. Jesus knew their
thoughts; but He replied to the woman who sought His mercy, " Thy
faith hath saved thee, go in peace."
Beloved, may our souls' response be to the enquiry of our text,
" Who is this ~ "-" He is my Lord-worship thou Him."

R.

Devizes, July 7th, 1906.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY
JOB

~

"

xl. 15.

" BEHOLD now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass
as an ox." The Almighty Creator of all things made the inferior
beasts of the earth, and formed the elephant before He made man,
who has intelligence and reasoning powers above the brute creation;
they manifest their depraved appetite even in their food; though the
largest animal, yet behemoth eateth grass like one of the beasts. How
much more gratitude should fill Job's heart that He formed him among
the rational creatures of His hand, and gave him not only a living
soul, but a capacity and a relish for the manna, for the heavenly
bread. When we behold an elephant, "which I have made with thee,"
let us give God praise for the spiritual perception of His Word, for
faculties, and, above all, " for His unspeakable Gift."
" Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of
Contrast this physical strength with the spiritual
his belly."
energy of the patriarch, who by the acting of his faith knew that God
was his strength, and also that He would not" plead against him with
His great power. No, but He would put strength in me." The natural
strength is soon brought low, even in the strongest creatures, but what
God infuses and inspires is "everlasting strength."
" He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped
together." Every member of the body of an elephant is large, and
when he moveth his limbs it is like a strong tree shaken by the wind,
and his sinews are as bands wrapped together.
Extracted from God's Living Oracles, by Dr. A. T. Pierson.
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" His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are'like bars
of iron." His bones are compared to the strongest of metals; pieces
of brass, or like bars of iron.
" He is chief of the ways of God: He that made'him, can make His
sword to approach unto him." This passage has afforded the writer
comfort through many years.
It is never read without a thrill of
grateful praise! Ye, who are solicitous about the soul of one dear
to you, God grant that you may take comfort from it. However
strong the opposition to divine things may be, however the resistance
like bars of iron; how great so ever the pride of the intellect, culture,
or environment; though he be chief of the ways of God, He that
made him can make His sword, "the sword of the Spirit, which is
the Word of God," approach unto him! For the Word of God is
quick (living) and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight, but all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes'of Him with whom we have
to do, Who has ten thousand ways of bringing sinners to Himself.
He that first created and endowed animals with instinct and men
with reason and understanding, has plenty of stones out of the brook
of living water, and many a stripling to sling them, while He directs the
arrow to the mark, and the unerring aim of the slinger, to bring the
vaunting boaster down at the feet of David's Lord. He also has many a
Jael, with the nail in a sure place, and the hammer of His own Word,
to level in the dust the proud intellect of the sceptic, and transform him
into a meek and lowly disciple of the despised Nazarene. Let us covet
earnestly the skill that can hurl stones with a true aim, or that can
adroitly use the hammer (Jer. xxiii. 29), that breaketh the rock in pieces,
or the stubborn heart, harder than the nether mil~stone, for God
uses the weak things to confound the things that are mighty. " He
that made him can cause His sword to approach unto him."
Only we must be careful that we wield only the sword of the Spirit.
All other weapons are unavailing, but this sword is two-edged; one edge
wounds, the other edge" healeth the stroke of their wounds."
" Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where all the beasts of
the field play." Marvellous is the adaptation of natur~ to find food
for the tiniest insect and the colossal elephant; the mountains or the
forest yield him herbage and pasture, as also all other beasts of the
field. Wonder-working is the hand of their Creator, more wonderful
is the Provider continuously through many generations; most
wonderful the scheme of redemption, and restoration to the divine
image lost in the fall of Adam. It is amazing how the cultivated
mind of man can contemplate these wonders of nature, and not be
led up to nature's God.
"He lieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the reed, and
fens." The jungle is his favourite resort, where he finds heat and
shade-moisture also where the reeds grow, and marshy places-in
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the solitudes not much intruded by human foot. As Thou, Lord,
hast created the shade for the elephant, let me hide in the covert of
the shadow of Thy wings, and my thirst be satisfied with the cool,
refreshing, water of life. Let me be content with solitude, if I there
have fellowship with Thee!
" The shady trees cover him with their shadow; the willows of the
brook compass him about." Such is Thy care for Thy creatures,
Thy handiwork; how much more wilt Thou care for Thy children,
How inviting is a shady tree in the meridian sunshine. How far
more inviting is the Tree of Life! "Come unto Me, all ye who labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Happy are they that
can say: "I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His
fruit was sweet to my taste." The willows are always associated
in the mind of the writer with a sermon heard nearly forty years ago
by the Rev. F. GriBme Littlecot, at that time vicar of Rushall, near
Walsall, on the occasiDn of the School Sermons, from Isaiah xliv. 3, 4.
" The willows by the watercourses," he said, "drank so deeply of the
living water themselves, that they became beautiful in their silveriness and also afforded the weary traveller shadow from the heat,
but also pointed out by their very position where the cool, refreshing
stream could be had by other thirsty souls. If you look abroad upon a
landscape you can tell where the windings of the river are by the
situation of the willows; they are sure to be nourished by the lifesustaining water." Let us seek to be willows, in true humility bowing
down our heads, while we point others to the water of life that has
invigorated our own souls, or be like the shadow of Peter" Unconsciously to him
The healing power went forth. No hand he laid,
Intent to bless! No human effort made.
'Twas Jesus' might flowed forth through him tu aid.
" Each moment that we live,
We, too, are casting shadows on our way
Throughout life's dusty footpaths. Lord, we pray
That ours, like Peter's, be a healing ray!

" In no life can we gauge
Unconscious influence's mighty share.
Daily our shadows fall-we know not whereAnd every glance and tone their influence bear."
If, like the willows, we are planted by the river's side, we must be
fruitful and compass others about with the same blessing wherewith
we are enriched of God, to experience rest, shadow, refreshment, and
direction in time of need. Ye ministers of our God, who bewail that
ye see no results of your labour, ponder this incident for your comfort.
Who can tell how many of that large congregation received the Word
with all gladness? Another did, and testified many years after that
her labours would not be in vain in the Lord; and the fact that the
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bread cast on the waters is found after many days, should be an incentive
to sow in faith and hope, assuredly to reap one day the harvest, if
not in this world, in the world to come. "Behold the husbandman
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for
It, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient"
(James v. 7, 8).
" Behold he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not; he trusteth that
he can draw up Jordan into his mouth." Oh, that we had elephantine
capacity for spiritual things, and that we had the same thirst
for the water of life. The Lord says to each of His children, " Open
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." Instead of that, "Ye have not,
because ye ask not." There is no stint in our Fountain, and He cries
to-day, " If any thirst, let him come unto Me and drink; as the Scripture
hath said, Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water" (John vii.
37, 38).
" He taketh it with his eyes: his nose pierceth through snares."
Oh, for the eye of faith, stronger than the vision of the elephant, that
is expanded to see to the extent of the living water, that it is continually
" springing up into everlasting life," and to have such spiritual perception
as to scent the least approach of the enemy and his wily temptations,
and to pierce through Satan's snares with greater ease than the elephant's
nose breaks the net that is laid for him. If the Creator of the largest
beast of the forest has endowed him with such bodily power and
adapted his great strength to prodigious feats, how much more will
He delight Himself in the new creation of man, the noblest work of
His hands, and bestow upon him spiritual faculties and graces, faith,
hope, and love, to glorify Him and enjoy Him for ever. Let us rise
from the contemplation of this chapter with adoring gratitude,
exclaiming: "Behold what wondrous love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God; therefore the world
knoweth us not because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we
know when He shall appear we shall be like Him for we shall see Him
as He is" (1 John iii. 1, 2).
M
ARY.

CHRIST'S PRISONERS.
furnaces often make the brightest Christians. It is not those
whom He hates, but those whom He loves that He thus chasteneth.
The Master sits as a Refiner beside the furnace of affliction. He heats
it until the metal melts and the dross of selfishness, impatience, and
unbelief runs off. He often keeps His silver in the furnace till He can
see His own face reflected in the clean metal of the heart, as in a mirror.
Then the affliction is doing its appointed work, and the Lord Jesus
has made the vessel unto. His own honour. When these dear suffering
ones reach home they will rejoice that on earth they were among the
Lord's shut-ins.-TheodoTe C.uyleT.

HOT
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"THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS."-No. Ill.
(Edited by the Rev. J. E. WALKER, M.A.)
"THE COVENANT OF WORKS."
OUR author begins with the Covenant of works, for it is absolutely
necessary, in order to a spiritual understanding of the Covenant of
grace and faith, that we should also have a clear comprehension of
the Covenant of works. The Holy Spirit teaches us in His WordRom. iii. 20-31 and iv. 13-15-that these two Covenants differ, not
by administration, but fundamentally and essentially. This essential
opposition arises, not only in their several relation to works and faith,
but also from their opposite foundations, the First Adam and the Last,
and this one fact sufficiently distinguishes the Covenant of works, under
which Adam and in him all mankind were created; from that legal
administration of the Covenant of grace and faith which was confirmed
at Sinai, and which represented the mediation of our Lord Jesus Christ
under the typical mediation of Moses and Aaron, and under the veils
and signs of the ceremonial law.
The Covenant of works, though only called a Covenant in Hosea
vi. 7 *-" They have broken My Covenant like Adam "-had all the
-character of a true Covenant, the work of the Law, in which inward
endowment of righteousness (comp. Col. iii. 10) principally consisted,
" the image of God" being written upon man's heart by a real impression
and a positive law, with a promise oflife implicitly annexed, being given
for the trial of man's obedience, The comparison of Rom. vii. 10
with 'Gal. iii. 21 sufficiently proves to every unprejudiced mind that the
Law' was once Divinely given" unto life," and, that as this could not
be·truein the Mosaic Covenant, of which Covenant at Sinai it is written
by the Apostle-" Verily if a Law had been given, which could have
given life"-it could only have been" unto life" (Gal. iii. 21, and
cf. Rom. iii. 19, 20) when engraven, not upon tables of stone, but upon
Adam's heart in the day of his creation in the image of God.
That this law of Adam's creation was virtually and properly a

* This is the true renderingofthe Hebrew, as given in the margin ofthe A. V. It
is in the text of the R.V., and is found in the Vulgate. Dr. Gill, the late Bishop
Wordsworth, and the well-known oommentators, Keil and Delitzoh, aooept it
as the true intention of the Hebrew, and Keil adds: "'The Covenant of God
with Adam was aotually a Covenant whioh God made with him, since the
objeot of if was the preservation of Adam in vital fellowship with the Lord, as
was the oase with the Covenant whioh God made with Israel" (Keil On the
Minor Prophets, 1., p. 100). The writer well remembers a oonversation with
the late Mr. J. N. parby, in whioh Mr:, Darby engaged himself to resign his
ultra-dispensational system in favour of the old Covenant theology, if only one
plaoe explioitly teaohing a Covenant of works with Adam oould be found in Holy
Soripture. Unhappily, the writer had not then seen Mr. Darby's aooeptauoe,
iu his own Notes on Hosea, of this very marginal rendering.
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Covenant may be also proved from the inspired witness of 1 Cor, xv, 45.
All the mystery of religion centres, says Augustine, in two personsthe First Adam and the Second. If the Second Adam is a Covenantperson-the Mediator and the whole substance (Is. xlii. 6, xlix. 8) of
New Covenant, for in Him all the children of the Covenant are comprehended as their Head, Sponsor, and Surety-so must also the First
Adam have been a Covenant-person, in whom all the generations of
human life were contained and comprehended, that the antitypical
relation may be exact." So our author beautifully says: "The Last
Adam repaired the disobedience of the First Adam in the Covenant of
works by an exact and satisfying obedience, fulfilling all righteousness
and satisfying for all unrighteousness."
Our author quotes the words of St. Paul, that have afforded much
matter for controversy, in Rom. v. 12,* and proceeds: " All mankind
sinned in Adam, and that not only by imitation of his disobedience,
for death has seized on them that have not so sinned: nor only by
propagation as from a corrupt root, but in that first sin and transgression we all become sinners by imputation, and he alludes to the
famous saying of Augustine: "We all were that one man."t
Our author enquires particularly into the nature of the two trees that
were constituted sacramental signs of the Covenant of Works under a
Divine sanction (Gen. ii. 16, 17). They differ absolutely from the
sacrificial and ceremonial types and signs of the patriarchal and legal
dispensations in being the one of Life and the other of Death. Indeed,
under the Covenant of grace, in all its dispensations and administrations,
the signs and seals are of life, ministered to elect souls through the
quickening death of Golgotha, sacrificially pre-signified or sacramentally
remembered. This is necessitated by the fact that man is, since the
Fall, no longer under probation, but under condemnation, and therefore
our author devoutly exclaims: "Oh what a difference between Adam
unfallen and his posterity.. He needed no Christ (no Mediator of the
Covenant of grace and faith); we need nothing more! "
Any inherent property or virtue to inflict death or to bestow life is
rightly denied to the two sacramental trees. This seems only a fond
Jewish conceit. They had a sacramental and confirmatory character,
called by our author" experimental." By the partaking of the one,
forbidden, Adam should know by a real experience and to his sorrow
the good he had forfeited and lost, and the evil he had incurred and
become subject to. The Tree of Life was also sacramental, but in
. saying this it must be also allowed that it was typical. As the Covenant

* Mr. Bodge's Commentary on this passage is well worth referring to. Be
says that from the statement in the Apostolic words, that there are penal evils
which come upon men antecedently to any transgressions of their own, and that
the infliction of these evils implies a violation of law, it must follow that they
are regarded as sinners by the disobedience of another; and this contains the
whole doctrine of imputation" (On Romans, p. 161).
t "Evolution" is destructive necessarily of the Scriptural doctrine of the First
and Last Adam.
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of Works was immediately made with Adam, and needed no Mediator,
the intention of the Tree of Life in its relation to Christ Jesus, as the
Mediator (Rev. xxii. 1, 2) can be only secondary and not primary or
immediate: prophetical of an unrevealed Covenant. Zanchius would
see the Law and the Gospel in the two trees. "The Law," he says,
" declares what is good and what is evil. Christ is the true and Eternal
Life."
Our author then discusses the character of the threatening, under
which this Covenant was imposed, and concludes that Adam's soul
was in the Fall" presently (immediately) separated from God, Who is
Life, and so died spiritually. Sin," he adds, "in the inward nature of
it, carries death" (Eph. i. 1), and he strikingly says of the physical
penalty of the Fall-the separation and dissolution in death of body
and soul-" Affiictions are death's harbingers. Not the running out
of the last sand only in the hour-glass, but that also of all that went
before, empties the glass." It is most true that the seeds of natural
death are in the body so soon as it is born into this fallen life. "So
then Adam in Paradise had a ' posse non mori,' an ability of not dying:
after the Fall, a " non posse non mori,' an impossibility of not dying;
but in Heaven the soul, redeemed in Christ and quickened in the Spirit,
will enjoy a ' non posse mori,' an impossibility of dying." Moreover,
in both soul and body Adam became liable, under the arrest of the
Divine wrath and curse, to eternal death, with all his posterity-the
proper wages of Bin and disobedience.
It would appear, then, that Satan, who is a liar and a " murderer
from the beginning," gave a false intention to the forbidden tree, *
which could not communicate the actual knowledge of good and evil,
" ex opere operata," but could only signify and seal, in his partaking of
its fruit, Adam's disobedience as "unto death." The words of
Augustine, quoted in his margin by our author, have a profound depth
of their own, in which he ventures to put questions into Adam's mouth
touching the forbidden tree, and to represent God as condescending to
reply, the conclusion of all being that, as the tree was in God's good
Paradise, it must needs have been in itself only good, not therefore
able to convey by physical contact the infection of evil, neither could
it so communicate a possession of knowledge like unto God's own, as
the tempter suggested. This is the sole reason of the forbiddal:
" Because I am Lord, and thou the creature, created to obey. This is
the whole cause. If the command not to touch seem small and
insignificant, how, 0 Adam, shalt thou be under thy Lord, unless
thou hast been under His commandment ~" And again, Augustine
says, how man, "when he would not discern good from evil by the
commandment, must discern it experimentally in the punishment
that followed the touching of the forbidden fruit."
So the trees of Paradise were strictly sacramental signs and seals
for the confirmation of the things divinely signified.

* Witsius, On the Covenant,

1. p. 187.
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We must reserve•.consideration of other circumstances of the Fall
for another paper, if God will, and only now refer to the question of
Adam's ability to keep that which was commanded him. The relative
perfection, in God's image and likeness,* of Adam's unfallen nature
is of the last importance to Covenant theology. Was he created in
righteousness and true holiness, or only in innocency? Upon the
establishing the former depends the true representative and federal
character of Adam's pre-fallen estate. If he were only" innocent,"
the transgression must be immeasurably lessened, and gravest injury
offered to the doctrinal parallelism in Rom. v. 12-21, of the First and
Last Adam. Now the words of Holy Scripture are express upon
this moral perfection of Adam, by which he was fortified against
temptation. Not only in the story of his creation in God's image in
Genesis, but in those words of St. Paul, Rom. ii. 15, and Col. iii. 10,
and in the words of the Preacher, Eccl. vii. 29, the doctrine that has
been most truly and accurately expressed in the Latin Articles of the
Church of England, (ix. " quam longissime," " as far as far can be" it
may be rendered)-" Original sin standeth not in the following of
Adam, as the Pelagians do vainly talk, but it is the fault and corruption
of the nature of every man, that naturally is ingendered of the offspring
of Adam; whereby man is very far (quam longissime) gone from
original righteousness," is entirely verified-that man was created
" with all necessary inward ability to know and to do the will of his
Creator."
" God's image," says Dr. Gill (on Ecc!. vii. 29) " lay in righteousness
and true holiness, which was original, natural, and created with Adam :
not acquired, but infused as soon as he was made: not a habit obtained,
but a quality given: perfect in its kind: entirely agreeable to the holy,
just, and good law of God:" consisting" in the rectitude of his nature
with all its powers and faculties: the understanding clear of all error,
either about Divine or human things, his affections regular and ordinate,
the bias of his will to what was good, and the law of God written on
his heart." And beside all this, the Triune Godhead (Gen. i. 26, v. 1)
created man for the highest end-communion with Themselves in the
worship of and dependence upon Trinity in Unity, endowing Adam and
Eve with a spiritual faculty to have and hold this most excellent
fellowship. To attain this, man must surely have been more than
negatively and merely" innocent," and yet, as natural and essential
immutability is the sole attribute of Godhead, incommunicable to any
creature, this righteousness was necessarily mutable. "Adam's life
and happiness," says our author, "was put into his own keeping. How
quickly did we in him lose all! How much better hath the Lord
provided for His elect in Christ. Not they, but Christ (their Mediator
and Righteousness) is betrusted with their life and felicity " ( John
x. 28, 29; Rom. viii. 35; 1 St. Pet. i. 5, 23; 1 St. John iii. 9).
(To be continued.)

* Gen.

i. 27; v. 1; ix. 6; Col. iii. 10; James iii. 9.
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THE FORTHCOMING CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

WITH much pleasure we reproduce the circular, lately issued, inviting
God's people to the 44th Annual Clifton Conference. Not a few of our
readers are accustomed to attend these happy, helpful gatherings, and
it is hoped that they will be able to be present in October next. The
subject selected-PRAYER-is one that offers special spiritual attractions
to the Household of Faith.
[THE INVITATION CIRCULAR.]
3, BERKELEY SQUARE,
CLIFTON, BRISTOL, August, 1906.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
Through the good hand ofour God upon me, I am permitted to invite
your presence at the Forty-fourth Annual Clifton Conference, which,
it is proposed, shall be holden in the Victoria Rooms, on Tuesday and
Wednesday, October 2nd and 3rd.
The subject laid upon my heart for meditation is one that specially
appeals to all God's children, namely,
PRAYER;
which will be considered consecutively under the two aspects of
(a) WAITING upon GOD (Ps. lxii. 1); and
(b) WAITING for GOD (Ps. xxxiii. 20).
Prayer is the pulse of the spiritual life-the accurate indicator of
the condition of" the new man in Christ Jesus." "Behold, he pmyeth,"
was said of Saul of Tarsus, by the Lord Himself when He commissioned
Ananias, of Damascus, to seek out the Spirit-convicted persecutor of
the saints, and to minister to him the consolations of the Gospel of
Divine grace. "Effectual fervent prayer" may be summed up in a
few words-it is the heart seeking after God; yet, alas, by nature
"there is none that seeketh after God" (Rom. iii. 11). Prevailing
prayer is the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in the heart, for" we know
not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And He
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,
because He maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of
God." All vital prayer is the operation of the Holy Spirit; indeed,
even the desire to pray is the fruit of His grace in the soul. That
which David confessed of finding a prayer in his heart is equally true
of the effectual prayers of all believers-" For Thou, 0 Lord of hosts,
God of Israel, hast revealed to Thy servant, saying, I will build thee an
house: therefore· hath Thy servant found in his heart to pray this
prayer unto Thee" (2 Sam. vii. 27). It is the realisation of this blessed
fact which encourages the humble suppliant to reason with his own
soul-" My soul, wait thou only upon God: for my expectation is from
Him" (Ps. lxii. 4). Both the expectation, and that which is expected,
are" from Him" Who" knoweth what things we have need of before
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we ask Him " (Matt. vi. 8). The springings of prayer in the soul are
constrainings of the Spirit, as the Psalmist confessed, "When Thou
saidst, Seek ye My face; my heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord,
will I seek" (Ps. xxvii. 8). A felt disposition to draw nigh to the
throne of grace is thus an earnest -of a welcome there, and a pledge.of
petitions granted. Our heavenly Father has bidden His children, " Be
careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God; and
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Phi!. iv. 6, 7). The allbountiful promises, recorded in the written Word, are direct incentives
to waiting both 'upon God, and for God. They are the Covenant
declarations of Him Who delights to " be enquired of" to do for His
believing, dependent,' petitioning people those things which He has
already" purposed in Himself" (Eph. i. 9). The Scriptures abound
in examples of believing prayer, heard and answered. Sometimes the
answers were long delayed; at others, as in the case of Daniel; " While
I was speaking" (Dan. ix. 21-23) ; - and yet, more wonderful,-" Before
they call, I will answer" (Isa. lxv. 24). Men," subject to like passions
as we are," asked for things altogether. contrary to nature and reasonwhen the glory of God was concerned-and the performing hand of
Him Who" heareth in secret" brought mighty things to pass.
United prayer is one of the most precious of all the means of grace
Divinely appointed for the redeemed Church, " militant here on earth."
The prayers of the assembly of God's saints opened the doors of Peter's
prison; and it is recorded for our learning that when the persecuted
servants of Christ went to their "own company" and united their
supplications at the throne of grace" the place was shaken where they
were assembled together, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and spake the Word of God with boldness" (Acts iv. 31). In a like
spirit of faith and expectation God's dear people are lovingly invited
to gather at the forthcoming Conference, and to stimulate one another
in the exercise of believing prayer-" all prayer," united, solitary,
intercessory, petitionary, mental, ejaculatory, habitual. Never was
"effectual fervent prayer" more demanded in the history of God's
Church than in the present age of spiritual declension, religious
formalism, fellowship with the world, cultivated scepticism, and
unsanctified criticism of ·the Holy Scriptures. God's "exceeding
great and precious promises" warrant us to ask confidently for a rich
outpouring of the grace and .power of the Holy Spirit at the forthcoming Convention, alike on ourselves and on the scattered" household
'of faith." "If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your -children; ho\v much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him? " (Luke xi. 13).
" Brethren, pray for us."
Believe me, with deep affection in Christ,
Yours to serve for His sake,
JAMES ORMISTON, Rector of Mary-le-Port.
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NOTES.

1. Preliminary Prayer Meetings.-Our local friends will kindly note
that Meetings for Prayer will be held at the Victoria Rooms (D. v.) on
the three Friday Evenings preceding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock,
viz., September 14th, 21st, and 28th. There will also be a Meeting for
Prayer on Monday Evening, October 1st, at 7.30 o'clock, to ask the
Lord's blessing on ourselves and others, and that, as the fruit of the
Conference, God's work in and through us may be abundantly
prospered.
2. Early Morning Prayer Meetings.-An Early Morning Prayer
Meeting (at 7 o'clock) will be held at the Victoria Rooms on each of
the two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be closed not
later than 8 a.m. The presence of the Lord's" remembrancers" at
these meetings is specially desired.
3. Bible Readings.-A Bible Reading will be conducted at 3 o'clock
on the Tuesday and Wednesday. (Particulars hereafter.)
4. Afternoon Meetings.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the principal
meetings will be devoted to Bible Readings, Prayer Meetings, Home
and Foreign Missionary Addresses, and to other efforts for the
furtherance of the Lord's Work throughout the world.
5. Requests for Prayer and Thanksgiving must in all cases be authenticated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous communicationB
cannot, for obvious reasons, be recognised. The name of the sender will,
of course, be treated confidentially. All communications should be
addressed: "To the Convener of the Clifton Conference, 3, Berkeley
Square, Clifton, Bristol.
6. The Lord's Supper.-At 7 o'clock on Thursday Evening, October
4th, a special Communion Service will be held and the Conference
Sermon preached at the Memorial Church, Victoria Square, Clifton, by
the kind permission of the Vicar of Clifton-the Rev. Canon Head.
(Particulars hereafter.)
7. Hymn Books.-Copies of the Hymns used at all the meetings will
be on sale at the doors, price One Penny.
,
8. Reserved Seats.-Friends desirous of securing Reserved Seats
(Stalls) for the four Conference Meetings can obtain tickets, price
2s. 6d. each, on application (by post or personally) to the Hall-keeper,
Mr. Montgomery, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan of th
seats is now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are'ready,
and early application, to prevent disappointment, is advised.
9. Pl'Oposed Report of the Oonference.-A full Report of the Conference,
the Addresses being revised by the Speakers, will be published (price
One Shilling) if written orders (not money) be left ~t the doors of the
Victoria Rooms during the Conference, or sent to Mr. William F. Mack,
52, Park Row, Bris1A?l, for not fewer than 700 copies. Printed Order
Forms may be obtained at the Bookstall.
Expenses of Conference.-The total expenses amount to about £60.
No Collections are made at the meetings, but Boxes are placed at the
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doors to receive the willing offerings of those who value the privileges
of the Conference. The Convener and several local friends als~eceive
Donations. " Freely ye have received, freely give" (Matt. x.S).
All communications having reference to the Conference should be
addressed to-The CONVENER of Clifton Conference, 3 Berkeley
Square, Clifton, Bristol.
DOCTOR OWEN ON THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST.
To sum up the substance of this controversy, the sacrifice or offering
of Christ:Was by Himself alone through the Eternal Spirit.
Was of His whole human nature as to the matter of it. He made
His soul an offering for sin.
Was by death and blood-shedding, whereon its entire efficacy as
unto atonement, reconciliation, and the satisfaction of the Church do
depend.
Was once only offered, and could be so no more, from the glory of
His person, and the nature of the sacrifice itself.
Was offered with such glorious internal actings of grace, as no mortal
creature can comprehend.
Was accompanied with His bearing the curse of the law, and the
punishment due unto our sins, which were taken away thereby. And
in all this the human nature was supported, sustained, and aided by the
divine in the same Person, which gave the whole duty its efficacy and
merit.
That pretended in the Mass is offered by priests, without Him, or
those who call themselves so, who therefore, rather represent them
by whom He was crucified than Himself Who offered Himself alone.
Is only of bread and wine, which have nothing in them of the soul
of Christ allowing their transubstantiation.
Can have no influence unto the remission of sins, being confessedly
unbloody, whereas without the shedding of blood there is no remission.
Is often offered, that is, every day, declaring a greater imperfection
in it than was in the great expiatory sacrifice of the law, which was
offered only once a year.
Requires in it no grace in the offerer, but only an intention to do his
office.
Doth in nothing answer the curse of the law, and, therefore, makes
no atonement.
Wherefore, these things are so far from being the same sacrifice as
that they are opposite, inconsistent, and the admission of the one is
the destruction of the other.
ALL the blessings of God in Christ are written in the blood of His
Son. Nothing but mercy can come into our cup.-R. C. Chapman.
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THE NARROW WAY.
A

SERMON BY THE LATE REV.

W. H.

KRAUSE,

M.A.,

DUBLIN.

" Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and
few the,r(! be that find it."-MATTHEW vii. 14.

THE passage which we have read for our text is taken from a very
remarkable discourse of the Lord Jesus Christ, which ordinarily passes
under. the name ot the Sermon on the Mount--a portion of Scripture
which, by the way, we would remark, has been greatly misunderstood.
It is often interpreted as ifit were a new covenant of works, presented
by the Lord at His coming-a kind of mitigated law which those who
are now called Christians are to be under. Brethren, it is one of the
most stringent exhibitions of law that we can find anywhere; it is
the carrying out, in all its fulness, the law delivered on Sinai. Therefore
it was not given as a covenant by which man could be saved; such
a covenant would overwhelm us, if we were placed under it, for the
salvation of our souls. It is the development of the mind which was
in Christ, and it is a development of Christian character. All it does
is. to show the poor sinner what he ought to be, and how far he falls
short of it, while it shows the most advanced Christian how very
thankful he ought to be for" the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth
us from all sin," and for that righteousness which is " unto and upon
all them that believe."
In this discourse of our Lord, I find this passage, " Strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that
find it ;" and, in the verse preceding, I find a description of another
gate, another path. I am told that the one is a very wide gate, a very
broad path; that multitudes are walking in it, and that it leads to
destruction. I am told that the other is a very strait gate, a very
narrow path; that few are walking in it, but that it leads to life.
I have taken this passage as a sequel to the subject which came under
our consideration last Sabbath day. You remember that I then
brought before you a word which tells us of the path of the Lord's
people-that it is " as the shining light, that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day"; and in the evening we considered the contrast
to this, "The way of the wicked is as darkness; they know not at
what they stumble."
I purpose this day, the Lord helping me, to take up the passage
which I have just read to you, reserving till the evening the portion
immediately preceding, which sets before us what the path of the
ungodly is.
This is one ofthe passages which we find in Scripture which graphically
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present to us Christian instruction. On the one side you have a representation of a large entrance; crowds are seen going into that entrance
with all facility, for the road that leads to it is very wide; but it
" leadeth to destruction." On the other side, you have a little wicket
gate, and there you see, individually, singly as it were, those who pass
through it. You see them walking in a verynarrow path; but towards
the end, the view advances, and you see brightness and brilliancy
cheering them on their way; it" leadeth unto life."
The gate is described as a " strait gate"; you have here the entrance
into spiritual life. ". The road" is described as " the narrow road" ;
you have here the passage along and through this spiritual life. We
shall speak of each.
Now, brethren, it is painful, in taking up passages such as thispassages which even our little children are familiar with-it is, I say,
most painful, to be obliged to show how mistaken the great mass of
interpreters are, with regard to such passages of Scripture. I have, not
for instruction, but rather for curiosity, turned over as many of these
interpreters as I could lay my hands on, and I have been struck with
the grossly false doctrines held by those who are called Evangelical
commentators.· There is scarcely one of them who does not bring
before us the amazing difficulty of the entrance into the Christian life.
They tell us of such struggles, such darlmesses, such sorrowing seasons,
such passages through deep conviction, that it would seem as if it were
a hard thing for a man to work himself into the Christian life. And
then, that passage from the 13th of Luke is brought forward, where
our Lord says, "Strive to enter in at the strait gate," and they say,
See what a hard thing it is to be a Christian-see what agonizing
conflicts we must go through before we become such. Brethren, if
this were the Gospel that were put into my hands, I never could come
into this pulpit without the greatest sorrow.
I find our Lord saying-for our Lord always answered.a fool according
to his folly-I find Him saying, " Strive to enter in at the strait gate."
A man came to him with curious questions, such as men are very fond
of asking, especially upon the doctrine of God's sovereignty-" Lord,"
he says, "are there few that be saved?" The Lord instantly sends
the man away to his own bosom. "Strive," He says, " strive to enter
in at the strait gate." As if He had said, What does it matter if
multitudes are saved, so that you are not saved? Dear brethren, our
Lord never proclaimed such a message as this, that it is necessary for
a man to go into all the struggles which men call" conviction," before
he can enjoy the fulness, and glorious completeness, of the salvation
which is in Christ. Jesus is "the bread of life," the ready present
food for the poor, starving sinner. It is our privilege to preach a ready,
present Saviour-a Saviour now, for the poor, perishing sinner, who
believes, not- who works, through all the agonies of conviction. If a
man believes the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and
that this life is in His Son, he is a saved man.
Before we have done with this subject, we shall have occasion to
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tell you that there are many agonizing moments, many seasons of deep
sorrow, to the child of God, but never shall we tell you that there is
a certain preparatory process to be gone through, before the poor
sinner can receive that ready, present food, which God gives to the
hungry, starving soul. The Gospel is no otJer of salvation; the Gospel
is a revelation of grace; it is a magazine of promise; it is a large storehouse of rich blessing, bestowed unconditionally, freely, gratuitously,
by God, on the chief of sinners, who believes in the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Brethren, there is this truth, taught by the straitness, or shall we
call it the smallness and narrowness of that gate-there is this truth
taught, that there is a peculiarity and exclusiveness of privilege as to
the way which God has marked out. The salvation of the Gospel is
not of that latitudinarian quality that it becomes a matter of
indifference through what channel the salvation flows, or by what
means the sinner receives this truth. The Gospel is presented
graphically as " the strait gate."
You know, brethren, I trust-----you have heard it, God only knows
whether you have received it into your hearts-you know that there
is but one entrance to eternal life. "I," says Christ, " I am the way.
No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." Again, in a figure
similar to this, He says, " I am the door: by Me, if any man enter in,
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture;" and
you remember another testimony given by the Lord's servant, Peter,
in the 12th verse of the 4th of Acts, " Neither is there salvation in any
other, for there is none other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved."
But there is another idea that seems to be conveyed by this figure
of the" strait gate." I love, when I meet with these illustrations, to
throw my mind into the scene; I try to see what the Holy Ghost
means 'by these common things which are so familiar to us.
When I see a narrow road, and a small wicket entrance, when I see
individuals, one by one, passing through the wicket gate, I learn that
it is by no unnoticed admission these people come in here. I see that
there is a marked privilege belonging to them, as they go in one by one.
And, farther, I learn, what it is very necessary to impress upon you,
my brethren, that men do not go to heaven by crowds-men do not
go to heaven by classes-men do not go to heaven by sectsmen do not go to heaven by families-men do not go to heaven by
congregations, but each man is brought into the narrow road by the
sovereign power of God the Holy Ghost; each man is sprinkled for
himself, in his own heart and conscience, by the blood of Jesus;
each man must believe for himself, as if he were the only believer in
the world-as if there were a Saviour exclusively for himself-as if
heaven were a residence created for himself-as if the road marked
out were for himself individually.
In the visible Church, men assemble-in congregations; but when all
this is over, for it will be over, and when all your garb of profession will
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be stripped off-when every man shall stand before the Lord,
as he is, then it will not be enough to say, "Lord, Lord";
then it will not be enough to have even professed the name of Christ;
_then it will not be enough to say, "We have Abraham to our father" ;
but each man will be looked to for that wedding garment, which alone
shall make us worthy guests at the banquet of the Lord.
In the 22nd of Matthew I read, that" a certain king made a marriage
for his son," the table was well furnished with guests, but at last the
king came in to see the guests. And, Oh, what a day that will be.
Let us conceive that at this moment the King should come in here to
see --the guests. He sees a congregation assembled this day, all
Christians by profession-all professed worshippers-all saying they
believe in Christ. I ask you, have you on that garment, that marriage
garment--that when the King comes in to see the guests, He shall see
you garbed in the magnificent robe of His own righteousness ~ or shall
He find you mere" tinkling cymbals "-mere hollow professors, having
never known the Lord ~ It is worth asking-it is worth thinking of.
We shall now say something of the way. It is described as a " narrow
way." There is great force in the Greek word, translated" narrow."
It signifies that which is so contracted by outward pressure that it
becomes hurt. The same word is elsewhere rendered, affliction or
tribulation. So that, when the path of the Lord's people is spoken of
as a narrow, pressed-together path, it presents to us an important
truth. It shows us that there is no singularity in this path. You
remember that word in the 4th Ephesians, "There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all."
Then, again, as to the character of this path, which is described as
a narrOW, contracted, afflicted path, if you will, it presents to us this
truth, that it is not very easy, inasmuch as it is contrary to flesh and
blood. We have never said that it is a difficult thing to receive God's
truth, but we--do say that the path of God's people is a very difficult
path. It is a very hard thing to walk as a Christian ought to walk.
When God brings the sinner, by the power of His Spirit, into "the
narrow wad "-when He sprinkles him with the blood of Jesus, it is
as a matter of distinguishing grace that He does this; and think you
that the enemy will be an unconcerned spectator ~ Think you that
the devil, who has such hatred to God, such hatred to Christ, such
hatred to those who bear the image of Christ--think you that he is
going to fold his arms, and let you pass quietly along ~ Oh no ; he will
torture you, he will harass you, he will seek to oppose your progress,
he will make you trip if he can, he will grieve, wound, and afflict your
souls. So you see this path is represented as one contrary to the world.
It is "a narrow path." Go in the broad path, and you shall have
multitudes to flock around you, to speak well of you; go in the narrow
road, and you will soon see what the world will think of you.
It is a path contrary to the flesh, and we have not done with the
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flesh. We are told in Scripture of the warfare that is in the breast of
every believer. "The flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit
against the flesh: and these are contrary, the one to the other." This,
brethren, is the path of the Lord's people. It has its roughnesses;
many a rugged step is in that path-many a sorrow peculiar to the
Christian-many a sore temptation do the Lord's people meet withmany an outward obstacle, and many an inward fear, and, brethren,
many a temptation to the child of God to mark out for himself a
smoother path.
I remember Jonah's history, and I remember the duty of a Christian,
as it is set before us in the 4th of Proverbs, " Let thine eyes look right
on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee; turn not to the
right hand, nor to the left;" or, as our Blessed Lord says, " Follow
Me." He had given Jonah His direction, and Jonah wanted to choose
for himself a smoother path. There was another who, when he was
travelling that way with Him who "set His face like a flint," said,
" That be far from Thee, Lord, this shall not be unto Thee." Peter
would fain tempt Him to mark out for Himself a smoother path.
What was the spirit of Him who came intD this world to save sinners?
What was His answer? "Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art an
offence unto Me, for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but
those that be of men." He kept the ruggedness of that path; He
tasted the bitterness of that cup; bitter as it was, He drank it to the
very dregs; but His word was, " Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from Me;" and, as He uttered these words, He expressed not
merely the agonies of His soul as He went through the trial, but He
thus laid up rich comfort for His Church-He thus taught them that
it was morally impossible that that cup should pass from Him; in
other words, that it is impossible that God's people, given to Him,
should ever perish. Yes, brethren, He trod that path, He drank that
cup, He bore the buffetings, the assaults of His enemies; He passed
through, "leaving us an example that we should follow His steps."
There is much unbelief in the Christian's breast as he travels along
this path. The grand peculiarity of the Christian's life is, that he
lives believing. He has no storehouse of good in himself; "the life
which he lives in the flesh, he lives by the faith of the Son of God."
And, brethren, there is no harder life than this life of faith.
If we had time to dwell on this subject, we could speak to the heart
of many a Christian amongst us-we could tell you of many of your
sorrows-we could tell you of many of the trying passages of your
lives. But, observe, the Word says that this narrow road and this
strait gate" lead to life." It does not mean that the Christian life is
only to begin then. The Christian has life now. As the Word says,
in the 22nd verse of the 1st of 2nd Corinthians, he is " sealed," and has
"the earnest of the Spirit" in his heart. The Christian has the
witness now that he has eternal life. And bear this in mind, the
Christian cannot keep himself one moment; therefore does the Word
say, that God's people are" kept by the power of God, through faith,
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unto salvation." I rejoice in that word, even though it be from the
mouth of an enemy-I mean that word which Satan spoke of Job,
" Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he hath on every side ~ "
One word more. Our text says-" Few there be that find it." Not
" few," if we number the professors of Christianity-not" few," if we
number the men who can talk of sound doctrine-not "few," if we
number the men who pass as reputable religionists in the world. The
Word says, "Few there be that find it." I believe it; God's Word
tells me they are a "little flock." And, brethren, when I look into
my own heart, and when I ask my fellow-travellers on the road, as to
the difficulties and conflicts of the Christian life, I do believe that" few"
are found walking in it; I do believe that" few there be" who take
up their cross daily and follow Jesus. There is, then, a peculiarity of
privilege, there is a peculiarity of walk, and there is a peculiarity of
experience, belonging to those who are in the narrow road. And if
it be so, that this path is one in which God walks with His people, and
in which God's people walk with Him, if it be a path of dependence
upon Christ, if it be a path along which the Spirit leads God's people,
I believe it to be a narrow path, and I believe that" few there be that
find it."
But we say to those who have been brought into this path, Be not
discouraged as to this, that" few" there be who care as to the doctrines
or practices of the Christian life. Remember it was the Lord who put
you in the narrow road, and the Lord will 'carry you on your way. '
You have, even now, the earnest of the Lord's exceeding kindness to
you; and if you feel, as you do feel, and will feel, the difficulties of your
path, remember it may be that you are made to feel them, in order
that you may lean more upon Christ. As you pass through seasons of
sorrow and humiliation, remember that there is a purpose in it all.
May you thus learn to trust Christ more, to use Him more. May you,
who know the Lord, give increasing evidence that you are His peculiar
people. May He nourish your souls with the Bread of Life, for Christ'l3
sake. Amen.

TRIBULATION.
THE tribulations of the dear children of God from the vicissitudes of
life are very often painfully distressing. Yes, it is the Christian who
is pierced through with so many sorrows. Death sends shaft after
shaft among the friends of his circle. Disease enfeebles and prostrates
hisJrame, and to him are appointed many days and nights of weariness
and pain. Calumny and slander also shoot out their venomous tongues
upon his reputation; adversity also spoils his goods; yet in the midst
of all he never loses sight of his best and true friend Jesus, who is always
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; "Who having once loved
him loves to the end.":-Macfarlane.
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THE NAN-CHANG-FU RIOTS AND MASSACRES.

By FRANK H. HISCOCK, SHANGHAI.
NAN-CHANG-FU, the capital of the Kiangse Province, is situated about
140 miles from Kiu-kiang, one of the ports on the mighty Yang-tsekiang. To reach the capital you have to go through the Po-yang
lake, a splendid piece of water; all the way you have fine cenery on
either hand and pass several good country towns. It i, at this city
that the latest Chinese horror has taken place, a city that has over one
million of inhabitants, has many fine houses, and an excellent water
front. The riot, however, has a different aspect from any that have
preceded it in this land of riot and murder, which the following account
will make clear.
Without going into various details that would be only tedious to
those not on the spot, it is evident that the French priest in charge
of the very large work of the Roman Catholics in this city had invited
the magistrate Kiang three separate times to dine with him in the
Mission. The invitation was at last accepted by the magistrate for the
22nd of February. The business was to discuss the Sin-cheng troubles
. of last year, which Kiang had taken a prominent part in adjusting.
Sin-cheng is the "district which the magistrate controls. Several
culprits were still unpunished; these had to be punished, or a huge
sum of money handed over to the Mission; also six Roman Catholic
prisoners entangled in a murder case of some years ago-in another
district-must be released unconditionally. These, in brief, were the
demands that the French priest had urged upon the magistrate. The
magistrate pleaded that he must get the consent of his superiors;
he dared not take so much upon himself alone. At the dinner, or,
rather, after it was over, he was pressed to sign his name to such an
agreement, but refused, saying that" even if he died he could not
bring it to pass." Hereupon the priest, enraged, said that" if heKiang-were dead the matter would be easily settled." From all
accounts it is evident that Kiang tried to get away; he sent a message
-making an excuse to leave the room for a minute-to the Sin-chien
hsien, asking him to come at once and establish peace between them.
Then he went to the teachers' room to draw up a draft of the proposed
agreement; then he, with the priest, retired to the priest's private
apartment, where what was done was done, with no witnesses present.
The officials admit that Kiang, under great pressure, took a knife
and made a horizontal cut across the neck. Post-mortem reveals
the fact that this first C"\lt severed the trachea; after this his rind
became blurred, as he was faint from loss of blood. Although this
was so, he was conscious 0f a blow being struck with another weapon,
inflicting a severe wound~ The priest immediately hurried to the
Governor's Yamen and tried to make out a. case of suicide, with intent
to involve the Roman Catholic Mission. During this time the wounded
magistrate must have made his way to the guest hall, where he was
found. His underlings (personal attendants) had not been perInitted
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to be present at the conference, but when the priest left they ,had
entered and found their superior in a pool of blood. Unable to speak,
he made signs, and a tablet was brought to him; upon this he wrote
that his brother might be sent for at once, that no confusion was to
be created, and naming the priest as his assassin. Shortly after, his
family arrived, also the Sin-chien-hsien whom he had sent for earlier
in the evening. The Governor at once dispatched 200 troops to surround
the place, protect the property, and also to prevent the priest from
escaping. The Provincial Judge soon came along, and the magistrate
pointed to the priest as the one who was the guilty party. All that
night the priest was in a most peculiar state of mind. The Chinese
persist in saying that he was fully armed with revolvers. Several
times attempts were made to induce him to put himself under arrest,
but these efforts were unavailing. Dignity was so hurt that to engage
a foreign surgeon was out of the question. The Governor assertsand there is no reason to question his statemen~that he asked a foreign
surgeon to come, and he refused. This foreign surgeon turns out to
have been one of Dr. Underwood's men (a Chinaman). The magistrate
still lingered, although the chances of his recovery were very small.
Friday, early, he was taken from the Mission and conveyed to his own
Yamen. The city was in an uproar. To the Chinese it seemed that
treachery had been used, and they rapidly grew out of hand. Mote
efforts were made to get Wang (the priest) to put himself under arrest,
but were of no avail. Then he was asked to give three Chinamen
as a sort of guarantee; but this, too, was refused.
Saturday, a printed slip was circulated about the city, calling a
meeting for the following day at ten o'clock, of officials, gentry, merchants, students, etc., to discuss enlightened measures to be taken.
This was circulated by military students. Next day, despite the
rain-students of China will see the significance of this-the gathering
was held; several thousands gathered in a park wherein an ancestral
temple had been erected to the memory of the Governor who saved
this city at the time of the T'ai-ping rebellion. Here was the heart of
Kiangse's patriotism. A man got up to address the meeting and,
beginning, said that "the methods pursued must be in accordance
with law and order," when the assembly violently shouted out, " No,
we must destroy them." There was no more meeting that day;
the violence of the audience was such that the glass hangings of thE'
place were broken and destroyed.
By this time a huge crowd had gathered at the Roman Catholio
Mission within the city. Wang (the Chinese name of the priest) was
at dinner when the trouble began. Several workmen who were on
the premises at the time assert that Wang, to create a diversion, set
fire himself to a building at the back. This fire was seen by the assembly,
and thousands hurried to do their devilish work. Wang escaped out
of a back door and rushed down the street, escorted by a captain,
assaulted by the crowd, with his head all bleeding. He reached the
front door of a house owned by a man of the name Of Cheo, friendly
35
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to foreigners. This man is one of the gentry, and leading partner
ina steamship line running to the capital. Refuge was asked and
given in this house. Just at this time Cheo arrived back from the
assembly, and did all he could to save the priest, but of no avail. He
was dragged out and severely beaten again. The captain threw his
arms around the priest, crying out, "Strike me, beat me, kill me,
but not this foreigner." For his pains he had his head badly broken;
as a result he has been confined to his house for some weeks. The
priest was speedily killed, stripped, and dragged to the pond into which
he was thrown. Cheo's house, a wealthy one, was utterly wrecked.
Five other teachers of the boys' school of the Mission escaped out of
the city, and were about to hire a boat to get away on when some coolies
interfered. Then they started down the water front, buying off their
assailants as they went along. Pressed hard, they rushed into a pond,
from the banks of which they were stoned. The headmaster met
his death on the bank close to the pond, another teacher on the edge.
The other three survived some time, standing in the middle of the pond,
until some fiend, bent on plunder, waded in and with a carrying pole
struck each one down. Their sufferings must have been intense.
While this horible business was going on, another tragedy was being
enacted inside the city. Close to the back door of the R.C. Mission
is one of the entrances to the Brethren Mission, occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. Kingham, with their two little girls. Morning service was still
on when they were warned to flee; a small official also called with
,the same message. Trusting to the fact that they had nothing to do
'with the present trouble, they stayed on. The crowd soon broke in
at the front door; Mr. Kingham expostulated with them, saying, " We
are not Roman Catholics." For a time this was successful, but the
mob broke in again, and this time a blow was aimed at Mr. Kingham,
and he fell. His wife came out to assist him, and she, too, was knocked
down with a blow. Mr. Kingham, getting up, assisted his wife to
re-enter the house. They went upstairs, and for a time were quiet.
The mob was augmented by a fresh contingent. Rushing upstairs,
they began to beat them once more. Mr. Kingham suggested that if
they wanted their things, they could take them away; then, slipping
down the servants' stairs, entered the yard. Here their servant
,left~hem to seek assistance. It would seem that now ""they ran into
'the stree~, but then got separated. The maid, faithful to the bitter end,
tried her best to save both children. Seeing this was impossible,
she took the youngest and ran down the street with her, cruelly beaten
on the way by the mob. Her clothes were torn badly, and when she
could no longer run, a private policeman took the baby, wrapping it
in his coat, and deftly passed it to another man, and thus the little girl
was saved. Mr. i1nd Mrs. Kingham, with the eldest girl, made their
way down the opposite end of the street. About sixty yards down
there was an empty house, on the doorstep of which they sat, unable
to proceed farther. Here the servant found them. The officer, and
twenty men he had brought with him tried to get them into chairs,
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but this the mob would not allow. Then the officer, breaking open the
door of the house, forced them inside, and he, with his twenty men,
held the door against the mob. They, however, were not to be done;
so while some began to get in at the back door, others broke down
part of the front wall, and in this way secured entrance to the house.
Seeing this, the officer rushed in with his men, and tried to save them;
but his little force was soon lost in the many rooms of the house. Tp.e
mob dragged the Kinghams out, after having beaten them almost insensible upstairs. Mrs. Kingham was left in a drain outside the house
for dead. One of the mob, seeing her make a slight movement, picked
up a large tile and smashed it on her head. Mr. Kingham was dragged
to the pond and thrown in. The water was very shallow, but he was
supposed to be dead. However, another fiend, seeing him make a
slight movement, took a pole and struck him over the head. They
then left him, and in about two hours the soldiers found him there.
They took him and also Mrs. Kingham into the house they had been
beaten in, and laid them out, covering them with some clothes-they
had been stripped. The Nieh-T'ai (Provincial Judge) came along,
and secured the services of a Chinese doctor, who did what he could
to save the life of Mr. Kingham, but with no success; he died about
seven the same evening. The little girl had been left in the empty house
after having been savagely beaten, where she was found. She was
taken to Miss Warr's house, and all done that could be done under
the circumstances.
About this time the China Inland Mission, near which the French
teachers passed as they escaped out of the city, was approached by
the mob. Friends explained that they were not RC.'s, and for the
time were successful in keeping the mob off. Finally, when matters
grew worse, the soldiers of the cavalry barracks near by broke through
the crowd and escorted them to the barracks. The mob then rushed
to the large Roman Catholic place outside the city, and soon had this
set fire to. Early in the day a priest by the name of Lo, hearing of the
trouble, had crossed the road to where the Sisters were, and had helped
them to escape. The Sisters, with their Chinese women, had run out
of the back door, and were escorted to the Kong-i-ts'ang, the public
workshop, where some 200 semi-convicts are employed. In the
nunnery there was also at this time a priest by the name of Shi suffering
from typhoid, who belonged to the City Mission, but had been brought
out here to be nursed. Lo had this man carried downstairs. Finding
the front and back doors surrounded by the mob, he had part of a
bamboo fence on one side of the compound broken down, and getting
into a member's house, there safely hid for some six hours, after which
they were escorted to the Kong-i-ts'ang. Still another priest, by the
name of Ma, living with Wang, managed to escape into the policestation in the city gate, where he was hidden for several hours until it
was nearly dark. He was in the protection of the Grand Commissioner,
who was in the station at the time. Admiral Hong, passing by with
100 men, he was appealed to by the Grand Commissioner to help him
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to get Ma to a place of safety. Hong replied that he was on his way
to see if he could assist the Kinghams, and that he would call on his
way back, and take him to the cavalry barracks, which he eventually
did.
The Methodist Episcopal missionaries, far removed, and early on the
watch, got away easily. The officials of the Provincial Mint invited
them to take refuge there until a lifeboat could be secured with which
they could cross the river. They waited there until a steamer was
ready to come and fetch them. Mr. Quirmback decided to stay and
look after the interests of the Mission. He was the guest of the Mint
officials, who did all they could to make him comfortable. During the
time they were getting ready to leave, over 2,000 people had collected
outside the Mission and the Mint buildings, and were getting out of
hand. However, as soon as the folk had gotten on board, the soldiers
were 'able to disperse the mob, and no damage was done to the property_
Dr. Charles, his wife, and two children, got away earlier than the rest.
His amah's husband had rushed in early and urged them to leave at
once. He had secured a boat, and getting them into it, thus sent them
across the river. Here they got a fresh one, and reached Wu-ch'en,
sixty miles away, the next morning at daylight. Here they waited
until the steamer arrived with the rest of the folk from Nan-chang.
About this time news came of the safety of Miss Warr, also of
the Brethren Mission, who lived some distance from the Kinghams.
A former teacher of hers, by the name of Pao, realizing that she had
but few to assist her, went to her rescue, and, obtaining a military
escort, she was taken out of the city and safely ensconced in the Ts'angpei-kuin, far from the scene of the riot. About ten o'clock the lifeboat
was taken as near as possible to the Kong-i-ts'ang, and the people
there taken on board. Then word was sent to the cavalry barracks,
and the refugees from there taken on board. A letter was sent to
Miss Warr by Miss Ogborn, entrusted to a reliable man by the name
of Wu. He set off at once to bring her down. En route he learnt of
the whereabouts of the Kingham girl, and proceeding to the policestation, secured a horse and forty men. Twenty of these men were
entrusted with the girl and ordered to take her to the steamer, which
had been prepared by the Governor to take the folk to Kiu-kiang. He
then proceeded on his way, and escorted ?rIiss Warr, who disguised
herself as a soldier and rode on horseback with the hood of the cloak
drawn down over her head. En route to the steamer they called at
Miss Warr's house, and got the elder Kingham girl, who in a pitiable
state was carried on a stretcher. They reached the steamer safely
about seven o'clock, and were fortunate in not attracting much
attention. The Kingham girl died soon after being taken on board.
The younger one was not hurt, only fearfully frightened and dazed.
Thus passed the fearful night, which will live long in the memory
of those who took part in it, and by eight a.m. the Governor's launch
carried away its living freight of over thirty foreigners, besides
Chinese, etc. Some of the surviving members of the Roman Catholics
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were wounded, and the Kingham girl was already dead. One of the
priests died the day after getting into Kiu-kiang.
The same day the people gathered somewhat, but were disper3ed,
though crowds roamed the streets all day in an uneasy state of mind.
The next day, Tuesday, the reaction came. The fear of the punishment
that might follow was heavy in the -hearts of all-the coming of the
foreign warships, would they destroy the city ~ Literally thousands
of people left the city; the gates were choked by the panic-stricken
crowds. Boatmen asked five to ten times their usual fare; the dollars
rose to 1,400 cash, rice rose rapidly in price. The officials, by
proclamation and exhortations in the city gates, tried to stem the
tide, but in vain. The adherents of the various Missions became
fearful with the rest, so much so that the missionary who had remained
issued a notification telling the members that the coming of the gunboats was not for the purpose of destroying the city, but to escort the
Consuls who were coming to settle the difficulties. He exhorted them
to remain quietly in their homes and to be at rest; the missionary
would visit the gunboat and get a guarantee. The Governor, hearing
of this, approved highly, and assisted in getting it widely posted up.
This had the desired effect; people ceased to move, the dollar dropped
to its normal, rice became reasonable in price. During the panic
many people had been drowned by reason of overturned boats, partly
owing to the high winds and partly owing to the panic.
Many folk went to the house in which the Kinghams lay and wept
over the bodies. They had many friends-few, if any, enemies. Their
nearness to the Roman Catholics had been the cause of their death,
once more proving that a mob-be it Chinese or any other-does not
discriminate between people when once its blood is up and it has tasted
blood. The officials assert that it ought to be a part of policy to have
the Missions farther apart; to avert such tragedies.
On Wednesday, owing to various telegrams having arrived from the
British Consul at Kiu-kiang to have the bodies sent to that place, the
officials prepared to do so with the utmost respect. The remains were
placed in new and elegant coffins, richly dressed in new clothes, and a
dirge was chanted as they were carried down to the steamer, escorted
by a goodly body of weeping Christians and friends, who were sorry
that they could not have them buried at Nanchang. Li Toa-tai, an
interpreter, a Wei-yuan, named Wang, from the Bureau of Foreign
Affairs, were deputed to escort the remains to Kiu-kiang ; Mr. Day, of
the B. and F.B.S., who had arrived in the city on Wednesday, was also
asked to assist in escorting the remains to Kiu-kiang. Certainlyeverything was done that could be done to atone for the lack of that fatal
Sunday.
.
Thursday morning, at eight a.m., Kiang, the magistrate, died of
wounds inflicted while dining at the Roman Catholic Mission. He
left his family very poorly off, so they were given 1,000 taels by the
Governor to assist them for the present. The entire populace proclaim
him as a faithful official in office, and he was most popular; the entire
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officials of the city went to his Yamen to condole with his family and
to pay their respects to the dead. Apart from the troubles of the
Sin-cheng case, the dead magistrate had little cause to take his own
life. He had three wives, six sons, and a lot of property, and was a
popular official in office--a rare thing, indeed-so that although he
was some 7-80,000 taels in debt (say £10,000 sterling), this would not
burden him very much. He was so popular that any office was open
to him; he was also successful in some degree in resisting undue
foreign aggression, which has so often been the cry against the-Roman
Catholics.
Friday, messengers came from Sui-cheo-fu, asking for an escort from
the brethren there; two gunboats were sent up to escort them down.
The British Consul reached the capital this day.
On Saturday the usual visits were made by the Governor, and Consul
Werner and his party paid their return visits. While talking with the
Governor, contrary to all Chinese prejudice, etc., the Governor asked
the Consul if he, with the doctor of the "Snipe," would make an
examination of the dead man, and this was done. The doctor made
two examinations, and the French doctor also made one; then the
Governor asked the American Mission doctor to make another
examination, thus making three doctors who have seen the body, a
most unusual thing for Chinese to allow in the case of a dead man.
It seems evident that he died from loss of blood and lack of nourishment.
The Chinese doctors who attended him assert that it was impossible
for him to have inflicted the wounds entirely by himself. When the
Chinese doctors gave him food or medicine, they would make him
jump at each swallow, so that the poor man would quiver from head to
foot. In this way some food or medicine- would slip down; but one
can easily see that it would tend to exhaust the patient very rapidly,
especially as no attempt was made to sew the wound up, merely a
bandage being wound round the wound. With their peculiar notions
of surgery they also persist in saying that the cesophagus, and not the
trachea, was severed.
The number of deaths in connection with the affair now stands at
eleven: Six priests killed at Nan-chang, one priest died at Kiu-kiang,
Mr. and Mrs. Kingham at Nan-chang, the eldest girl died on board the
launch, and Kiang the magistrate. The marvel is that more were not
killed, as the Kinghams had expected some fellow-workers to be with
them on that fatal Sunday. These friends, owing to unexpected
circumstances, were not able to come.
The places destroyed were as follows: The big Romanist place in
the city; two other places outside the city; Mr. and Mrs. Kingham's
Mission-house and chapel. None of the other places were destroyed;
thus it would seem that either the mob were in some measure controlled,
or that they had little desire to do aught but avenge themselves for
the insult and injury of the previous Thursday.
The above gives, the gist of the most unique case that has ever
arisen in this land of riot and murder. How it will be settled it seems
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difficult to say. The writer has seen and talked with most of the high
officials of Nan-chang, and while they assert that they have no reason
or justification on their side for the murder of the Kinghams, yet they
maintain that there is some reason on their side as far as the Roman
Catholics are concerned, and it is very difficult to say them nay.
Marvel of marvels that the heathen Chinee should be able to point to
the Western nations and say, with even the semblance of truth-look
at what your nationals can do in the cause of religion. No wonder
they hate the foreigner; they have eaten much bitterness as a result
of his coming. May He who rules over all men guide those who have
the settlement of this extraordinary case; so that such things shall
not be done again in this land by those who are here for the spreading
of truth and righteousness. ,Pray for China, that out of the uncertainty
of her present condition she may find a path of peace and safety.From The English Churchman.

CHRIST SHINE ON THEE.

" The Lord make His face shine upon thee."-NuMBERs vi. 25.
shine on thee, belov~d,
As once in age gone by
He shone on three disciples,
On lonely mountain high.

CHRIST

Christ shine on thee at morning
When birds sing sweet and clearWhen crystal dewdrops glitter
On emerald lawns anear.
Christ shine on thee at noontide,
Wb.en bees search blossoms fairWhen butterflies flit idly
In blossom-scented air.
Christ shine on thee at evening,
When silent shadows creepWhen soft-voiced, play-tired children
Fall peacefully asleep.
Christ shine on thee in night-hours,
When 'stars shine' overheadWhen shining, guardian angels
Keep ';-atch beside thy bed.
Christ shine on thee, belov~d,
And make thy face shine bright,
Awhile in earthly regions,
And then in realms of light.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE REV. CANON R. BRUCE, D.D.

THE great misSionary Apostle of the Gentiles once wrote of himself,
" By the grace of God I am what I am: and His grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly
than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me."
The subject of our sketch this month, one of the most distinguished
of Christian missIonaries in modern times, would himself be the last
of the Lord's servants to claim that he had" laboured more abundantly
than they all," while, however, he would not be a whit behind the
chiefest of the Apostle~ in attributing the fruit of his devoted Gospel
labours to the all-sufficient grace of God-labours including among
them the colossal literary work of translating the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments into the language of Persia. The humility of
CANON BRucE is characteristically illustrated by the fact that he has
refrained his learned pen from publishing an account of the Persian
mission and of his own remarkable life, dismissing the subject-as he
once did in a communication with ourselves-with the remark" Though I must acknowledge, to the glory of God, that He has made
use of me in an extraordinary way, I feel and know that I have been a
most unworthy instrument in His hands, and there has been nothing
in my own life worthy of being handed down to posterity." This
modest personal estimate we feel unable to endorse, and our regret is
that the brief narrative now given in our pages must be little better
than a meagre outline of the unique pioneer missionary enterprises of
this eminent servant of Christ in the Punjab and the land of Cyrus
King of Persia.
CANON BRUCE was born, in Ireland, in 1833. His father, Jonathan
Bruce, was a Justice of the Peace for Co. Cork. Both his parents were
of Scottish extraction. He was educated at Trinity College, Dublin,
graduating with distinction in mathematics and divinity. "The
turning point in his life," it has been observed, "was a fall
from a horse. On that occasion, a clergyman said to him, 'All
things work together for good to them that love God.' Do you love
-God 1" He pondered for some weeks on those few pointed words of
enquiry, with the result that he found he had not loved God, but
that God had loved him with an everlasting love. While he was yet
at Trinity College, his mind was led to contemplate missionary service.
The origin of the idea appears to have been a conversation he had with
a fellow-student-during a walk-on missionary work, during which
. his companion observed to him, "How do you kuow that it is not
God's will that you should be a missionary yourself 1" That question
proved to be a polished shaft from God's own quiver, which could not
be extracted from his deeply penetrated heart. His parents, however,
were not favourable to his proposal to offer himself for the mission
field. He therefore gave himself unto prayer on the matter, and the
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impediment was soon graciously removed. On May 20th, 1857, he
offered himself as a candidate to the Church Missionary Society. His
letter to the Society was, however, lost, and he felt indisposed to send
in a second application. In course of the following December
the missing communication was found, and to his great joy he was
accepted for the Lord's work in India. He sailed for his sphere of
labour-the Punjab-on October 4th, 1858. The first three years
of his ministerial life were spent at a missionary out-station-Narowal
-where he erected a mission school, and laid the foundation of the
mission house. In this sphere of Gospel labour he hoped to spend
the remaining years of his life.
But," the way of man is not in
himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." On his
arrival in India the ardent young missionary set himself to study the
peculiarities of the Mohammedan religion. It was a fact that the
larger part of the people of the Punjab were idolaters, but he felt
himself called to address the Master's message to the Moslem population,
who-it is well-l.'Ilown-are less accessible to the Gospel than idolaters.
While he was thus occupied, an order reached him from the Committee
of the Church Missionary Society, directing him to leave Narowal,
and to join the new mission to be opened in the Derajat. His wise
studies had prepared him for this very post, for the people among whom
he was to labour were entirely Mohammedans. For six years he
carried on an important work here among the Afghans, and while thus
engaged built the first mission houses and schools in the Derajat, viz.,
Dera Ismail Khan, and Bannu, and Sheikh-Budeen. His pastoral
labours were carried on through the medium of the Pashtu language,
but towards the close of his work in the Derajat he began to devote
himself to the study of Persian, believing that by means of that
language Christ's Kingdom might be extended in Central Asia.
Eighteen months later he was in Persia, the field of his vast future
labours. In April, 1860, CANON BRucE married EMILY C. HUGHES
HUGHEs, and she has ever since been his fellow-labourer and true
yokefellow, the sharer in all his sorrows and joys. In 1868, owing to
ill-health, they both were obliged to return to England. In the
following year, when he was preparing to return alone to India, a
friend who had travelled in Persia so interested him in that country
that he resolved to pass through it on his way back to his mission.
The consent of the Church Missionary Society to spend one year
among the Persians having been given, he set out from London in
March, 1869. His journey was one full of incident and marked by
various providential interpositions of His Master's good hand. During
his stay in Persia steps were taken to have him appointed Chaplain to
the British Embassy at Teheran. The term of the permit granted by
the C.M.S. was now extended to two years, and later on he received a
letter from the Rev. H. Venn, Honorary Secretary of the Society,
saying that if he could make a good revision of Henry Martyn's New
Testament, the Committee would consent to his remaining in Persia
for that purpose. To this he agreed.
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DR. BRucE decided to settle his headquarters in Julfa, an Armenian
suburb of Ispahan, the ancient capital of Persia. He had, therefore,
the privilege of beginning the first Protestant mission for the Persianspeaking part of Persia. It may be mentioned that one of the considerations which weighed with him in deciding to stay in Persia was the
fact that nine Mohammedans, all intelligent and respectable men, had
recently sought Christian baptism at his hands. He saw in this fact
that God was answering his prayers for guidance. About this time
a terrible famine occurred in the land, and the suffering and mortality
among the population demanded the utmost resources of the English
missionary, both spiritual and temporal. Friends in England and
Germany supplied him with funds, and no less than £16,000 was
expended in relieving the distress. Out of the famine grew school and
mission work, with other developments of Christian organizatio~.
The devoted servant of christ was being divinely prepared for his
great life-work. Be was constantly using the vernacular tongue in
teaching and preaching, and in all his intercourse with the people,
and he was daily engaged in the study of the classical tongue. He was
also proceeding with the work of translation. It has been observed
that Persian is a literary language, polished and elegant. A version of
the Scriptures in Persian must therefore be polished, elegant, simple,
and pure. The idioms of the language must be expressed, if the version
is to make way among the people. In 1882 DR. BRucE returned from
Persia with the manuscript of the revised New Testament.
He
entertained a lowly estimate of his work. He submitted his translation
to another Persian scholar in the person of the late celebrated Professor
E. H. Palmer. The two savants patiently went through every verse
and clause together, with the result that the version of the New
Testament was the most advanced yet attained. DR. BRucE, however,
was not fully satisfied with the work, and on his return to Persia he
began a complete revision of the whole Bible. Aided by his teachers,
and pupils, and Persian scholars, he continued the great undertaking,
until, by the blessing of the God of the Word, it was completed. He
.then returned to England, and spent three years in bringing thePersian
Bible through the Press. This inestimable benefaction to the cause
of Evangelical truth in the benighted land of the Shah maybe considered
the fruit of twenty-four years' ripe experience acquired among the
people themselves, a monument of sanctified scholarship, and a lasting
memorial to the faith, patience, and perseverance of the instrument
whom God the Spirit equipped for the great enterprise.
For thirty-five years, DR. BRucE was actively employed as a pioneer
missionary. He built or procured the first parsonage in six mission
stations, founded two missionary districts-Persia and Turkish Arabia
-as well as produced the entire Bible, the Prayer Book, and a Bible
History in the Persic tongue. Two Universities have conferred on
the distinguished divine the honorary degree of D.D., and the late
learned Bishop Weskott bestowed on him an honorary Canomy in
Durham Cathedral. Such recognition of eminent literary services on
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the part of our great schools of learning, and such voluntary bestowal
of Episcopal patronage, are, surely, altogether inadequate in so
exceptional a case as that of CANON BRUCE. Honorary decorations
have, of course, a value of their own. But we must say that we feel
the trustees of patronage in the National Church, especially the Crown
and the Bishops-lie under deep obligation to recognise-in substantial
form-the eminent public work done by one of the most learned,
self-denying, and exemplary of the Clergy. CANON BRDCE, it need
scarcely be added, would be the last man to seek preferment for himself.
What we write is recorded under a sense of shame that his self-abnegation should be allowed, especially by Evangelical trustees, to deprive
him any longer of the beneficial reward of his protracted pioneer work
in the mission field, of his literary and ministerial services to the Church
of England, and, above all, of his vast contribution to the stores of
Biblical translation. We earnestly pray that the claims of this
faithful servant of Christ, who to-day is modestly satisfied to fill the
post of Vicar in a poorly-endowed, small country parish-Little Dean,
Gloucestershire-may meet with that appreciation which in our
judgment they richly deserve, but which have hitherto so unaccountably
been denied.
THE EDITOR.

LOW IN A LOW PLACE.

" And the city shall be low in a low place."-IsA. xxxii. 19.
WHAT a low place David, the man of God, was in, when, inspired by
the Spirit of God, he penned the 142nd psalm. Many indeed were the
low spots and places into which that favourite of Heaven was brought,
yea, and all through, and down to the very close of his most eventful
life upon earth. "Attend unto my cry," he says, "for I am brought
very low. Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are stronger
than I." Sin, Satan, the ungodly world, the fle~h, are all of them
enemies and persecutors, and all of them stronger than 3- poor dear
child of God.
See how low the dear man is. " I poured out my complaint before
Him. I showed before Him my trouble." Here you see he has trouble,
and a complaint, deep and heart-felt, arising therefrom. His inward
trouble is the fountain from whence issues forth his complaint. Sometimes his trouble is personal, arising from the sin that dwelleth in
him. Was he not under the tuition of the same divine Spirit as Paul,
who said: "I know that in me,that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good
thing" 1 Was not he low in a low place when he felt and owned the
, huml;>ling truth, "Iniquities prevail against me," and when his alone
'hope w.as the blood of Christ-the precious blood of Him that was to
come 1 Yea, in Him, that atoning Redeemer of whom Mr. Hart
speaks :-
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" His blood can cleanse the blackest soul,
And wash our guilt away;
He shall present us sound and whole,
In that tremendous day."
And again:"His blood which did your sins atone,
For your salvation pleads;
And, seated on His Father's throne,
He reigns and intercedes."
Sometimes the dear man's trouble is relative; his soul is among
lions. the sons of Zeruiah are too hard for him, and he is weak though
anointed king; his house is not so with God; indeed the heaviness
that is in his heart will take in both, and whether it be personal or
relative trouble it seems to overwhelm his spirit within him and brings
him down into a low place. Oh, how the dear man pours out his heart
to God in this low place. "I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord. I said,
Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living. Attend
unto my cry, for I am brought very low." Here is the confession of
a predestinated son, and the royal predestinarian, as Toplady calls
him: of a vessel of mercy afore prepared unto glory.
What do we hear and read of him in the closing chapter of his life's
narrative, as given to the Church of God by the Holy Ghost, in the very
last chapter of 2 Samuel ~-" And David said unto the Lord, I have
sinned greatly in that I have done; and now I beseech Thee, 0 Lord,
take away the iniquity of Thy servant, for I have done very foolishly."
What! is this the voice of Daviil, and the language of him that had
been so zealous in the service of the sanctuary, so devout and upright
in the way of the Lord ~ It is even so. Does the Spirit of Truth see
it meet in closing up the record of his life's history, to stain the pride of
all creature glory, that no flesh should glory in His presence? It is
even so. Many times did He deliver them, but they provoked Hi~
with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity.
And so Henry Fowler, of blessed memory, owns himself
" A needy, helpless sinner still."
And that blessed eighteenth-century mother in Israel knew what it
was to be brought low :" Alas! our nature is so weak,
And so defiled by sin,
We ofttimes think our hearts will break
When trouble looketh in."-DuUon.
But what an edge is put on the spirit of this dear chastened one.
What an edge for ajree-grace salvation, and if he be a preacher to bear
a clear, bold, decided witness to the same.
Birkenhead.

G. A.
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BOAZ AND RUTH.

By THE LATE

REV.

JOHN MACGOWAN.

" And Naomi said unto her two daughters-in-law, Go, return each to her
mother's house: the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with
the dead, and with me.
The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each
of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them,. and they
lifted up their voices, and wept. And they said unto her, Surely we will
return with thee unto thy people. And Naomi said, Turn again, my
daughters: why will ye go with me? Are there yet any more sons in
my womb, .that they may be your husbands? Turn again, my daughters,
go your way,. for I am too old to have an husband: if I should say, I
have hope, if I should have an husband also to-night, and should also bear
sons,. would ye tarry for them? "-RUTH i. 8-13.
SPEAKING of the virtuous woman, whose price is above rubies, Solomon
says, Prov. xxxi. 26, "She openeth her mouth with wisdom, and her
tongue is the law of kindness": truly verified in Naomi, from whom
we have not heard a syllable till now, and nothing but wisdom and
kindness drops from her lips; all is maternal tenderness, and piety,
joined with the most becoming gravity. Far from being like the
clack of the foolish woman elsewhere described, and known by the
multitude of her words, she acts and speaks as if a type of the Church,
in caring for the welfare of her daughter-in-law. What a rebuke does
this venerable character give to tattlers, backbiters, and busybodies ~
And what a fair example is set before every mother in our modern
Israel! "Go, return each to her mother's house." This breathes
the most ardent affection.
She loved her daughters, and delighted in their company; but
rather than involve them in the difficulties she saw before her, she
was ready to deny herself of the only earthly consolation she retained.
Much had she lost, her all was at stake, yet her noble, disinterested
soul felt more for her daughters-in-law than for herself; notwithstanding she rejected the name of Naomi, and laid claim to that of
Marah, "It grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the
Lord is gone out against me." What an excellent lesson to parents,
teaching you to prefer the good of your children, even to your own
personal happiness; and, indeed, what would not a parent sacrifice
to the good of his offspring ~ Till this advice was given, the soundness
and sincerity of Ruth's religion did not appear; nor did the rottenness
of Orpah's profession discover itself; but this brought them to a
final determination, and each clave to the company with which they
were formed to associate. This will ultimately be the case with all
men, and everyone shall have his own proper company; the very
company which is their choice in the present state of existence. Poor
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Orpah, whose religion was superficial, could now go back with credit;
and therefore embraced her mother's advice; but steady, amiable
Ruth had her heart effectually touched, and no persuasion could
possibly divert her from her purpose to cleave to her mother-in-law,
in life, in death, and in the very grave itself. Oh, how steady and
immovable is the attachment of the truly godly!· Where you see
much unsteadiness, you have great reason to fear that the root of the
matter is absent, for love is a fixed principle which cannot be quenched
even by many waters. The believing Church being the Redeemer's
Naomi, his sweet or pleasant one, in His unsearchable wisdom it is
His pleasure sometimes to bring her into the wilderness of afflictions
and tempestuous trials, on purpose openly to try the love· of·, her
professed daughters. In such sifting and winnowing seasons, many
Orpahs turn their backs on her assemblies. But such professors, who
can walk with the Church only in peace and prosperity, betray their
want of affection to the Lord and Master of the Church Himself;
and it is no matter how soon they return back to their own company,
for they cannot at all profit the Lord's people.
"The Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead
and with me." This holy woman could not part with her daughtersin-law without praying with and for them; thereby setting us an
example truly worthy of the closest imitation; and happy would
it be if the same conduct were more generally practised in Christian
society. She prayed for both with equal earnestness, not knowing
which, if either, the Lord had chosen. See ;-parents ought to pra-y
with and for their children; for how shall they be convinced that
they have at all a share in your prayers, if they are never offered up
in their personal presence? You may do your offspring more good
by prayer and supplication for them, than by all your endeavours
to render their fortunes affluent. Naomi had neither silver nor gold
to confer. But she had, what was more valuable, a heart which
could not cease to pray for them. Indeed, one would suppose that
every parent who has a heart to love his children, would also have a
heart to pray with them and for them; but alas! the case happens
very often to be quite contrary, and many children are brought up,
who, from the conduct of their parents, are altogether unacquainted
that there is either duty or privilege in that solemnity. But will
not the man of grace imitate the high father of the faithful, who in
the fervour of his spirit, prayed earnestly for the son even of the bondwoman, his whole soul going forth in the ardent petition, "Oh that
Ishmael may live before Thee"'! Where is that parent who will not
say, ,Oh that my children may live before the Most High? Children,
bless God for praying parents; it is possible that they may many
times pray for you, when they hardly have hearts to pray for themselves. And ye parents, go on to pray for your children, let circumstances be ever so unpromising, for the Lord hath never said to the
seed of Jacob, "Seek ye My face in vain."
" The Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and
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with me." The law of retaliation, in both good and evil, is of divine
institution, and of very ancient authority: Exod. xxi. 24, 25, "Eye
for an eye, tooth for a tooth, wound for wound, stripe for stripe," etc.
This same law is still in force under the Gospel dispensation, with
this difference, that under the Mosaic dispensation the execution of
it was left with the judges, but now the Lawgiver has resumed that
province to Himself. But this alters not the tenor of the law, seeing
the same God who commands His people to forgive even to seventy
times seven injuries, will, upon their forgiveness, Himself retaliate
upon their enemies; for Himself tells us, Matt. vii. 2, "With the
same measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again." This
good woman looked to God as the Giver of rest. The Lord give each
of you rest. Happy, happy it is for that man who can look to the
Lord, as the only giver of every good and perfect gift! And assuredly,
if men and women were to look to Him, instead of fortune, and social
connections, there would be many more happy marriages than in
general subsist. Blessed is that man who can upon this, and
every other occasion, say with David, Psalm xxv. 15, "My eyes are
ever toward the Lord." But, as Mr. Ness observes, with but too
much justice, in general on these occasions the great bag, instead of
the Great God, is most regarded; and this, we may conclude, that
where the first is the object, true conjugal happiness is not to be
expected. Begin with God, and He will continue with you, even to
your dying moments. Naomi, having prayed with and for them, she
kissed them. This tenderness and piety of the mother produced in
her daughters the softest sensations; they were not like many who
can hear the most fervent petitions without the least emotion; who,
perhaps, while the parent is groaning for their redemption, can snort
away the moments of prayer, moments never, ah! never to return!
unless it is, like the flying Spartans, to lodge an arrow in the heart of
the thoughtless. May the thoughtless and prayerless be enabled to
keep this in remembrance.
" And they said unto her, S1li'ely we will return with thee unto thy
people." So said both, and both meant as they spoke. Promises
of speech, and purposes of heart, whether to God, to His Church, or
to individuals, ought to go hand in hand. Promises and purposes often
proceed irom passion instead of principle. Orpah's was evidently
from passion; Naomi seemed sensible that this proceeded from passion,
therefore distrusts them till she had put them to a farther trial.
" Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me ? "
She well knew that if their hearts were not formed to it, the customs
of Israel would prove irksome. This would have been a stumblingblock to the weak; a scorn to the wicked; a heart-breaking to herself.
. . . Naomi's reasoning, was full of, candour and gentle persuasion.
She used not the authority of a mother, but the softness of a friend;
for she knew well that candour and kindness are better than moroseness and rigour. "Are there yet sons in my womb, that they may
be your husbands? "-alluding to the Levitical law, Deut. xxv.
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5, 6, in which the brother of the deceased husband was bound to take
the widow, etc., that the inheritance should not be alienated, nor the
husband's name perish. Naboth lost his life because he would not
part with his inheritance, 1 Kings xxi. 3, " And Naboth said to Ahab,
the Lord forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers
unto thee." This will apply to the Gospel and its ordinances, descended
to us from our ancestors; God forbid that we should alienate or fool
it away; should we not transmit it to posterity, children's children
might curse us. Slavery follows a departed Gospel. God forbid
that our land should cut us out, or that our sins should cast out the
Gospel, or that Christ's land should be given to anti-christ.
" I am too old to have a husband." Second marriages are nowhere
in the word of God condemned as unlawful. Had they not been
lawful, Abraham had been reproved for marrying Keturah. Naomi
gives no intimation of her having relinquished the world to go into a
nunnery, etc. The doctrine of a monastic life is contrary to Scripture
usage. Enoch walked with God as prince and high priest of the
faithful, in a married state, begetting sons and daughters. If Adam
and Eve had been separated in a convent, or nunnery, how would the
world have been peopled ~ The Pope contradicts God in this, as well
as in everything else. "It is not good for man to be alone," says
God. "It is best for men in Ordel'S to be alone," says the Pope. But
whether it be right to hearken unto the Pope more than unto God,
judge ye. " Would ye tarry for them till the:: be grown? IVould
ye stay for them from having husbands. . . . "Kay, my dauahters, it
grieveth me much for your sakes." To a gracious soul, i is ,ery
affecting to see others involved in the fruit of i ~ sIDs.
he sinned in
leaving Canaan, perhaps she was the principal cause of their removal ;
but they had not sinned with her, yet they uffer.
" That the hand of the Lord is gone out agains me.' It is "ell
for us if we can see, and are brought to acknowledge the Lord's hand
in our afflictions. Divine Providence gives commi..«sion to afflictions
to seize upon us: Providence orders the measure, the continuance,
and the fruit of afflictions. The Stoics ascribed them to inevitable
fate; the Epicureans and Atheists to blind fortune, the Philistines
to chance. But Christians are of another mind ; they hold a different
creed, and ascribe the trials and changes of life to a quite different
cause.
AGED PILGRIMS'
By

FRIE~TD

SOCIETY.

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE new Annual Report has been issued, and a copy will be gladly
sent to any friend who may apply for it. It is a book of 237 pages,
and contains a complete record of the work during the past twelve
months. When compared with the first Report, published in 1807,
one copy of which, a faded pamphlet, whose leaves are yellow with
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age, is preserved at the Office, the reader may well exclaim, ., What
hath God wrought! "
" The Truths of Revelation," as embodied in the Trust Deed, and
agreeably to which the affairs of the Society and its Homes are conducted, occupy the last page of the Report, and, in these days of
defection and unsettlement, the Committee desire to emphasise the
definite spiritual basis of the Society, expressive of those eternal
verities which are received by all the Lord's people, and have ever
been sweetly set forth by the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Pictorial Post Cards of the Hornsey Rise Home, price 4d. for an
assorted packet of 12, post free 5d., can be obtained at the Office, and
will be found a pleasant means of bringing the institution before those
who know but little of it.
The Centenary Medal has been struck in white metal, and is especially
intended for children collecting ten shillings and upwards for the Fund.
For 2s. a medal will be sent to any friend wishing to possess one of
these mement<>es of the faithfulness of our Covenant-keeping God
during 100 years.
The Inmates of the Homes have been cheered by the hospitality of
various friends during the past two months. The Annual Reunion at
the Hornsey Rise Home was greatly enjoyed; the Lord granted lovely
weather, and in the gardens and in many a quiet little room groups
assembled to speak one to another of the grace that had been vouchsafed
during forty or fifty years of "pilgrim's progress." The Committee
would be delighted if D).any more friends of the Lord's aged poor could
visit the Homes in London and Brighton.
.
Mrs. James Jones, of Grove Lane, Camberwell, and ladies associated
with her, recently held a Sale of Work in her garden, by means of
which £80 was raised for the Society. Mrs. Jones desires to thank all
who helped forward this good cause. Among those present were the
Revs. W. Sykes, F. C. Lovely, and W. Sinden. Mr. D. C. Preston, J.P.,
has also kindly given a donation of £50 to the Camberwell Home.
The Lady Visitors of the Hornsey Rise Home propose to hold an
Autumn Sale of Work in November, supplementary to the one 80
kindly organized at the Home in July.
The late Rev. J. C. Philpot, when preaching for the Society, from
the words, " Open thy mouth for the dumb . . . and plead the cause
of the poor and needy" (Prov. xxxi. 8, 9), said, " The Society is thrown
chiefly. upon those that fear God for its support, because we know
that the world, whether dead in wickedness, or dead in a form of
godliness, so loves its own, that it will not stretch forth its compassionate
hand to those who really stand by the side of Scriptural truth."

IT is a bad sign when men do not like to hear of warnings in a world
of danger.
A LOOK is enough for a wise man, more salutary than a hundred
stripes to a fool.
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IT cannot, however, be denied, brethren, that, in order to consolidate
and maintain their power, the popes did display a prudence and
sagacity which we might be tempted to admire as the triumph of
human policy, if the Christian ought not rather to deplore it, when he
considers the lamentable consequences which resulted from it. Consciousthat their authority had no other foundation than the prevalent
persuasion, that men could obtain pardon of their sins only from
themselves, the bishops of Rome strained every effort in .order to
strengthen that persuasion. Like the Pharisees of old, they" rejected
the commandments of God: teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men," they enforced their own traditions. Introducing doctrines
foreign to the word of God, and ceremonies altogether worldly, they
incessantly endeavoured to turn men aside from the Gospel. In order
to secure to themselves more exclusively the confidence of nations,
and make their power felt at the very extremities of the Christian
world, they succeeded in producing the belief that the whole body of
the clergy participated in that formidable power of the keys-Ioosing
and unloosing, absolving and condemning-which they had arrogated
to themselves. They incessantly laboured to make the clergy a
privileged body, distinct and separate from the rest of the people;
withdrawing them from the ordinary tribunals, and making them
amenable only to Rome. To them alone belonged the right of reading
and explaining the Holy Scriptures (the perusal of which was prohibited
to the people), and of receiving both bread and wine in the Lord'.s
Supper. Divine service was performed in a language which the clergy
alone could understand; and, in order to render them more docile
instruments in carrying on their designs, as well as more effectually
to separate their interests from those of the rest of society, the popes
succeeded, after a struggle of many centuries, in prohibiting them
from marrying, and in constraining them to celibacy. The monastic
life, with its vows of poverty, chastity, and abstinence, and its practices
of superstitious devotion, acquired extraordinary credit; and greatly
multiplied the means by which a person could expiate his own sins,
~by associating himself to some pious fraternity, making donations to
the Ohurch, founding convents and monasteries, or commanding his
dead body to be interred, arrayed in the habit of a monk! All these,
and a multitude of other similar acts, became so many sources of the
pardon of sins. Religious ceremonies were rendered yet more imposing
and more meritorious. In order that they might impart the greater
solemnity to the Lord's Supper, and cause it to be considered as
possessing the certain power of securing pardon to everyone who
partook of it---:-in defiance of the most explirit declarations of Holy
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Scripture-the popes decreed that the sacrifice of Christ was truly
renewed, though in an unbloody manner, every time the priest
celebrated mass. But as timorous consciences and unquiet spirits
could not be content with these easy means of expiation, the heads of
the Church and their servants gave sanction to the merit of the severest
penances, to the most absurd and cruel mortifications: a distant and
dangerous pilgrimage to reputed holy places-the imposing of absolute
silence on an offender-flagellations and unheard-of sufferi~gs-every
thing which the mind of man, who had departed from the Gospel,
could imagine, in his moral delirium, in order to propitiate an offended
Deity, and obtain His pardon, was resorted to by the popes, who well
knew how useful these errors were to the maintenance of their usurped
power. Nor did the living alone participate in this new redemption
which they had devised: the dead were not excluded from it. With
the exception of the comparatively few who died reputed rebels to
the Roman Church, and who were precipitated into eternal flames
without the possibility of return, all other persons (it was thought)
descended into an imaginary place called purgatory, where they
expiated by their own sufferings those sins for which the death and
sufferings of Christ alone can make atonement. Confined in purgatory, they continued there a longer or a shorter time, according to
the.greatness of their crimes; and it was in the power of the living to
shorten the duration of those sufferings, by reciting for them certain
prayers, procuring masses to be said for the repose of their souls, or
by imposing penances and mortifications upon themselves. The better
to blind the people, and inspire them with the most implicit faith and
confidence in the reality of the absolutions which they pronounced, as
well as to supply the innumerable multitude of pardons, which were
solicited from all quarters, the popes filled heaven with a countless
host of male and female saints, of every rank and condition, some of
whom never had any existence but that which is assigned to them in
the legends of the Romish Church, which legends have no foundation
whatever in authentic history: while others were persons who died
under the excommunications of rival infallible popes and anti-popes;
and others of these reputed saints were notorious sinners, who have
left only such remembrances of themselves as must excite the just
indignation of every pious and virtuous mind. The Roman pontiffs
further erected into an article of faith the error which ascribed extraordinary merits to these supposed saints-whom the people invoked,
prostrating themselves before their images, with which the churches
were filled, placing themselves under their protection, and imploring
their intercession. And out of their pretended merits, the popes
invented an inexhaustible treasure of good works, of which they alone
had the key: these good works they applied (I should. rather say
pretended to apply) to penitents, in order to blot out their sins,
supply their want of holiness, and assure salvation to them, as if
they had themselves performed such good works. At length the
cupidity of the popes led them to sell for money (as they still do)
'.
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the supererogations of the saints, under the name of indulgences, to
anyone who was rich enough to purchase them.
Such, brethren, was the deplorable state into which forgetfulness
of the Gospel had plunged the society that bore the name of the
Christian Church, down to the period of the Reformation. Yet, during
this long series of the dark ages (as they are justly called), God left
not Himself without witness in the world, as we shall have occasion
concisely to show in the course of the present lecture.
n. Although the Church of Christ has thus been assailed from so
many quarters, and affiicted by so many enemies-heathen, heretical,
and papal-she has still continued to subsist: the truth has been
victorious; and, through the tender mercy and over-ruling providence
of God, true Christianity has been preserved, unimpaired, to this day.
Let us now consider, in the second place, the impressions which the
contemplation of the affiictions and triumphs of the Church of God
ought to produce upon our minds.
1. In the Church, always affiicted and persecuted, yet still subsisting
-like the bush, burning but unconsumed-behold a confirmation of
our faith, and an evident demonstration that the religion of Jesus
Christ is from God.
The mere continuance of a religion, simply considered in itself, is,
unquestionably, no proof of its heavenly origin. A religion, like that
invented and promulgated by the impostor of Arabia, which gives full
scope to all the corrupt passions of the unrenewed heart-which established and propagated itself by force of arms-which inspires those
who profess it with blind fanaticism against every other religion'such a religion as this may subsist a long time without a miracle. But
this is not the case with the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ, to which
the advice given by Gamaliel to the Jewish Council is as applicable
now as it was in the days of the apostles. "If," said he, " this work or
this council be of men, it will come to nought; but if it be of God, ye
cannot overthrow it."
Now, let the gainsayers of our day, who cease not to calumniate
and misrepresent the Gospel, let them show us, if they can, any other
religion which proposes to our rational belief (for the Christian's faith
is a rational assent) doctrines so sublime, prospects so animating,
precepts so holy-which inculcates such a spirit of universal benevolence ;-a religion, alike suited to the learned and the unlearned, and
so admirably adapted to those habits and sensibilities which spring
up in proportion as knowledge and refinement advance ;-a religion,
in fine, always attacked, yet ever victorious amid the most furious
assaults. Let them show us, if they can, another religion-another
Church, against which whole nations have confederated, while philosophers and heathen priests took part against it; and against which
have been concentrated the most subtle artifices, the most sanguinary
persecutions, and all that is seductive in error ;-which, nevertheless,
has sustained so many affiictions and tribulations, and has ultimately
triumphed over its enemies. There is..no religion but the Christian

The Gospel NIagazine.

565

religion-there is no Church but the Church of Christ--which presents
to US such a spectacle. Well, therefore, may the Church say with the
Psalmist--" Many a time have they affiicted me from my youth: yet
they have not prevailed against me." Unless we wilfully shut our eyes,
we cannot but acknowledge, in the preservation of the religion and
Church of Christ, the gracious and powerful protection of Him who:'
"hath in derision the vain things imagined by men." T,ruly," this is
the Lord's doing; and it is marvellous in our eyes." In short, we
have, in the preservation of the Christian Church the full accomplishment of our divine Redeemer's prophetic promise-" The gates of hell
shall not prevail against it."
2. Further, the conformity of our own reformed Church, as well as
of all the other orthodox Protestant Churches, with the primitive
Christian Church, in her affiictions and triumphs, furnishes us with
an irrefragable proof of the truth of the holy religion which they and
we profess.
If the preservation of the Christian Church, in general, notwithstanding all the assaults of her enemies, leave us no room to doubt of
the special protection of Almighty God, with which she has been
favoured, we are justified in forming the same judgment of the collective
Protestant Church: and we too may say, that from her youth her
enemies have affiicted her, yet they have not prevailed. Notwithstanding the gross ignorance and superstition which for so many ages
threw into oblivion the life-giving doctrines and precepts of the Gospel,
its glorious light did illumine the minds and gladden the hearts of
numerous faithful witnesses for the" truth as it is in Jesus." Hence
we find, in many countries, vestiges of that true Church, "no weapon
formed against which shall finally prosper." In Italy, at Lyons, and in
the south of France, in England, in Bohemia, and in Germany, men
full of faith boldly lifted up their voices against the errors of th~
Romish Church, and delivered their solemn protests in behalf of the
unadulterated Gospel of Jesus Christ. Many of them sealed with
their blood the testimony which they had borne to the Truth: and
their followers, unrelentingly persecuted as dangerous heretics, were
either destroyed or forced to silence by fire and sword. The monstrous
abuses, however, which the popes made of their power, the riches and
-luxury of the clergy, and the dissolute morals of the greater part of the
ecclesiastics, began to strike the minds of the people and to shake the
implicit credence which they had hitherto given to them. In the very
bosom of the Romish Church, a distinguished man, and one of her
own reputed saints, Bernard (abbot of Clairval), in the twelfth century,
bitterly complained of the disorders and scandals which dishonoured
and disgraced her. Some partial reforms were, in consequence,
effected; a few l'eligious Orders voluntarily submitted to a severer
rule; but the principle of the evil continued still to subsist. About
a century before the Reformation, a protracted schism rent the Romish
Church. Three popes, each arrogating infallibility to himself, at one
time occupied the pontifical throne: and then commenced the
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universal cry for a complete reformation in the Church, both in its head
and members, - Two celebrated councils were convened for this avowed
purpose, at Constance and at Basle; but they produced no beneficial
result. At length arrived the latter half of the fifteenth century, so
abundant in great discoveries and important events. The Turks, by
their capture of Constantina-ple, dispersed over Europe numerous
learned and accomplished Greek scholars, who revived a taste for
science and literature, and rekindled a desire for instruction; the
invention of the art of printing gave a new impulse to the thirst for
information; and the discovery of a new world opened a vast field for
activity and inquiry. In proportion to the diffusion of knowledge,
men felt the more deeply the absurdity of the heavy yoke imposed
upon them by a Church which continued stationary amid the universal
movement of minds, and whose rulers were conspicuous only for
their vices and excesses. Sovereigns and nations were weary of
succumbing to her; men of enlightened minds no longer believed in
her; learned men-particularly the celebrated Erasmus, of Rotterdam
-assailed her with the arms of satire and ridicule; all the materials for
a reform seemed to be prepared, but the Reformation did not yet break
forth, The spark, which was to kindle that vast fire, was not yet
struck. , Suddenly, however, from a small city in Germany, the
vo~ce of a single monk was heard throughout Europe. Dr. Martin
Luther loudly proclaimed the Gospel; he drew forth, from that
oblivion into which they had fallen, the glad tidings announced to the
world fifteen hundred years before, viz., that the pardon of sins is
graciously and freely granted to everyone that believeth in Christ
with the heart unto righteousness. As by a miracle, the Reformation
was accomplished: in the course of a few years, nearly half the people
who had groaned under the bondage of Rome, shook off their chains,
and re-conquered their spiritual independence.
It is not to be supposed that the advocates and supporters of error
and superstition would quietly behold the demolition of that system
which had so long been a source of gainful profit to them. Accordingly, there was no artifice to which the adherents of the Romish
Church did not have recourse, in order to crush the Reformation at
its first rise. The blackest calumnies were promulgated against the
restorers of the truth from the monstrous errors by which it had
been obscured, precisely in the same manner as the first Christians had
been calumniated by their heathen adversaries: and similar calumnies
ar'e even now propagated against the Protestant faith, through the
medium of the press. Against the Reformed Religion, recourse was
had to doctors and pretendedly infallible pontiffs. The decrees of
councils, the writings of the Fathers of the Church-nay, 'even the holy
Scriptures themselves-were altered and falsified, in order to support
the erroneous tenets of popery. The most dangerous artifices of
worldly policy were employed; illusory promises, fraudulent treaties
and alliances, which concealed the blackest conspiracies. Sovereigns
took up arms; the most sanguinary persecutions were kindled; the
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most sacred ties of consanguinity were violated; even fratricide was
protected. Every country in Europe was drenched wi.th the blood of
the Protestants. The time would fail, were I to attempt to relate the
subsequent persecutions of the Protestants in France in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries; which, with a profanation of language no
epithet can adequately characterize, Bossuet-a bishop of the Gallican
branch of the Romish Church-termed "the holy severity of the
Church which will not tolerate error" ; the time would fail me were I
to attempt to enumerate the persecutions which were carried on in
various parts of Germany, and, in our own time, in Hungary, the
Tyrol, and against the Vaudois, who are now protected solely by
British influence against popish intolerance-as their ministry, hospitals,
and schools are materially aided by the charity of British Protestant
Christians.
With regard to our own country, it is not necessary to enter into
any details; they are familiar to every reader of British History.
And tb.us, brethren, notwithstanding all the assaults to which the
Protestant Church has been exposed, yet through the supporting
grace of God she has not been overwhelmed. "Troubled indeed she
has been on every side; perplexed but not in despair; persecuted but
not forsaken; cast down but not destroyed." Many a time, like
Israel of old, has she been affiicted by her implacable enemies, yet
they have not prevailed against her; for the arm of Omnipotence
has hitherto preserved her, and (we trust) will continue to preserve
her, until time shall be no more. What! though the unadulterated
Scriptures, circulated by the pious liberality of Protestants in various
languages, have been profanely denounced by a recent bishop (Leo
XII.) of the Latin section of the universal Christian Church, as "deadly
pastures," and" as the gospel of the devil"; be it our consolation to
know; that" we are not as many, who corrupt the word. of God"
that they may keep their own tradition; "but, as of sincerity, as of
God," all orthodox Protestant ministers of the gospel do "speak in
Christ, not handling the word of God deceitfully." What! though
the charges of heresy and innovation, and of exciting through the
world a spirit of inconstancy, revolt, and anarchy, are revived and
circulated by papists against the reformed faith, with persevering
industry and falsehood; we glory in professing, "that after the way
which they call heresy, so worship we the God of our fathers; believing
all things that are written in the law and in the prophets"; endeavouring to "preserve the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace" ;- speaking
the truth in love; and since there is no civil power but from God,
rendering unto all their dues,-" tribute, to whom tribute is due;
custom, to whom custom; fear, to whom fear; honour, to whom
honour." And we confidently appeal to the pages of modern history
in proof of the fact that the restoration of pure and undefiled religion
by the Reformation has been productive of the most beneficial results
to the civil interests, but above all to the moral and religious interests,
of society.
[To be continued.]
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POPERY, RESUSCITATED AND CONSUMMATED PAGANISM..
By THE LATE REV. J. A. WYLU, LL.D., EDINBURGH.
THE plan which Satan has followed from the beginning in opposing
God has been to substitute the counterfeit for the real. He does not
forbid man to worship; he gains his end just as well by teaching him
to worship in a wrong way. He does not boldly and directly affirm
that there is no God; he employs his art and cunning in seducing man
to worship a false God. Satan did not set up a system of atheism
among the ancient nations; on the contrary, he taught them to be
very religious. There was no end to their gods, temples, and rites.
But all the while he hid from their knowledge the one true God, the
maker of the heavens and the earth. He pointed to the sun in the
heavens, who year by year brings the world out of darkness and death,
and by the power of his beams clothes it with the fertility, the growth,
and the glory of summer. He said to men, There is your god; it is
this divine and glorious object to whom you are to pay your homage.
And coming yet a stage lower, Satan said to men, It is meet that
you should have a representative on earth of this god in the sky:
choose ye some renowned warrior, some mighty monarch whom you
may appoint the viceregent of the heavenly luminary, and through
whom you may offer your worship to the Sun-God. Thus did Satan
substitute the counterfeit for the real, and thus did he elaborate a
system of worship for the early nations, which spread with their
extension over the earth, and in due time became a world-wide
idolatry. It travelled eastward into India and China: it journeyed
westward into Egypt and Greece: it went on to Rome, and overspread
Europe. In the course of its peregrinations it multiplied its gods and
its rites; it diversified their names, and the form of the worship paid
them; it was mystical in India, utterly gross in Egypt, redolent of
beauty in Greece; at Rome it surrounded itself with a halo of battles
and victories; but in all lands it was the same idolatry-it was a
counterfeit god, and a counterfeit worship, cunningly put in the room
of the true God; and the longer men continued to worship, the deeper
they sank in ignorance, in sensuality; and vice.
When the Gospel came a new epooh opened on the world.
It
was now to be seen that as God had not yet developed His whole plan
of graoe, Satan had not yet produoed his masterpiece of imposture.
The deceiver at this crisis exhibited a craft and ingenuity which
eclipsed by their success all his former efforts. On what plan did he
work in rearing his new edifice, or rather, rebuilding the old, for it was
a restoration, not a new building he set up, when he took the old stones
of paganism to reconstruct his new temple of Popery ~ His plan was
the same he had pursued from the beginning. He once more palmed
upon the world the counterfeit for the true. He now gave himself to
the study of the Gospel-not that he might be a devout disciple or
able preacher, but that he might be a cunning perverter and
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a clever imitator. He carefully marked the order and arrangement of
the Gospel Church; he searched out the sources of the Gospel's powerl
and noted the ends the Gospel sought to attain, and went his way and
erected an ecclesiastical system as like the Gospel Church as it was
possible to be: like it in appearance and form, but distinct and
antagonistic in its essence and in its ends. Even Satan had never
succeeded so well before. The imitation was perfect. As in those days
when God had His theocracy among the Jews, Satan had his theocracy
among the Gentiles, so was it now: God had set up His Gospel Church
in the world, and Satan set up his church also.
The counterfeit church of Satan lacks nothing in appearance which
the Church of God possesses. Let us run our eye over it, and mark
how exactly the form has been copied, while the spirit is utterly
extinguished, and the end completely inverted. First of all, Satan's
counterfeit church has its high priest. Not to speak of its Pontiff,
who, like the great Druid of our ancestors, and the Pontifex Maximus
of the Romans, stands at the top of the system, there is a body of men
in tlle Church of Rome who profess to offer for the sins of the living
and the dead, and to mediate between God and men in virtue of their
powers as a priesthood. Second, this Church has its great sacrifice-'the mass, to wit. The worshipper is bidden look, not to the Sacrifice
on Calvary, but to the sacrifice on the altar, for the pardon of his sin
and the salvation of his soul. Third, this Church has its Bible-the
traditions of the Fathers, together with the Canon Law: the Canons
of the Council of Trent occupy the place in the Church of Rome which
the Scriptures do in the Church of Christ. They are her rule of faith,
and are held by her to be an infallible revelation of the will of God, and
an infallible director of the conscience. Thus Christ as the One Priest,
His death as the one all-sufficient sacrifice, and the Bible as the one
infallible guide, Popery throws aside, and puts counterfeits in their
room.
For an Apostolic succession which consists in the doctrine· of the
Apostles, it substitutes a succession of matter; a succession of official
men, who alone have the power of conveying grace; a chain which
has not in it, from beginning to end, one broken link: while the fact
is, if history is to be believed, that all the links are broken, and one
whole link there is not in it all.
All the Persons in the Godhead Popery denies. It denies them
after its usual manner of supplanting them, and adroitly substituting
counterfeits for them. It denies God the Father, by installing the
Pope as the Divine Viceregent of the world and infallible ruler of the
conscience. It presents him sitting aloft, above magistrates and· kings,
with power to annul their laws, cast them down from their thrones,
plant or pluck up nations, and abrogate even the precepts of the moral
law. Popery writes on the Papal chair, This is the seat of God, the
throne of the infallible and holy one. Re who sits here can pardon or
retain men's sins; in other words, save or de.stroy their souls.
Popery denies God the Son. It robs Christ of His priestly office by
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assuming the power of offering efficaciously for the sins of men. I t is
the priest's sacrifice, not Christ's, that saves the sinner. Popery robs
Christ of His prophetical office, by presenting itself as the infallible
teacher of the will of God, and the only authorised expositor of the
true sense of Scripture, without whose guidance we are sure to err in
interpreting the Bible. It robs Christ of His office as the one Mediator
and Intercessor, by making Mary and the saints intercessors with God
for men. It robs Christ of His kingly office, by exalting the Pope to
His royal seat as Head of the Church, and Head of the world for the
Church. On his vesture and on his thigh the Pope has a name written,
" King of Kings, and Lord of Lords."
Popery denies God the Spirit For the Spirit it substitutes the
Sacrament, by giving to the Sacrament the power, by its own inherent
efficacy, to regenerate the soul, and to make men holy, and heirs of
heaven. It robs the Spirit of His honour as the medium through
which divine blessings are communicated to the soul and by which
at last it is made perfect in holiness, by making its priesthood the only
channel of communication betwixt God and men, without whose agency
all grace "and blessing are utterly beyond the reach of men. Here,
then, is what professes to be a church, a perfect and complete church;
and yet is an out-and-out counterfeit. Every element of strength,
and every principle of evil, that were found in the ancient idolatries live
over again in the Papacy. That same Paganism ",-hose cradle was
rocked in Chaldea, whose youth was passed amid the olive groves and
matchless temples of Greece, and whose manhood was reached amid
the martial sounds and iron organisation of Rome, has returned anew
in the Papacy, bringing with it the old rites, the old festivals, the
:!lowers, the incensings, the lustral water, the vestments, the very gods
-but with new names; everything, in short. And were an old Pagan
to rise from the dead, he would find himself amid his old environments,
and, without a moment's doubt, would conclude that the ancient Jove
was still reigning, and was being worshipped by the same rites that
were practised in his honour two thousand years ago. To conclude,
"" Popery is an effacement of the Christian Church by the substitution of
3r Pantheon of Idols. Extinguishing the great lights of revelation, it
rolls back the world, and places it once more amid the ideas, the deities,
and the rites of early and idolatrous ages.

MULTUM IN PARVO.
WE call our readers' attention to the reprint of the extraordinary
evidence given before the Royal Commission. on Ritualism which is
appearing weekly in the pages of our Protestant contemporaryThe English Ohurchman. It reveals, only too convincingly, the
depths of corruption into which the Bishops, by their unfaithful rule,
have suffered the National Church to fall.--With much regret we
announce the death of the Rev. Thomas Humphrys Lindsay Leary, D.C.L.,
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Vicar of St. Philip's, Camberwell, which took place at the Vicarage
last month, at the age of seventy-nine. For some years Dr. Leary
had suffered from increasing physical infirmities. He was a Scholar
of Brasenose College, Oxford, and graduated B.A. in 1854. The earlier
part of his career was occupied with scholastic duties and literary work,
for which his high attainments fitted him in a special degree. From
1859 to 1865 he was Headmaster of Derby Grammar School. Since
1883 he had been Vicar of St. Philip's. He edited various classics.
·When he entered upon a parochial charge he still continued his literary
work as far as his time permitted, contributing to several journals.
For some years, in its palmy days, the Rock was conducted under
his able editorship.--It is announced that the amalgamation of the
National Protestant Church Union with the Church of England League
is now an accomplished fact, the scheme having been ratified by a
Resolution adopted practically unanimously at the meeting of members
held last month. The amalgamation will be kllOwn as the" National
Church League." We hope the new organization will play an important part in frustrating the widespread and influentially supported
conspiracy against the Protestantism of the Church of England. These
are not the days for a laissez faire policy, and it is the duty of every
man and woman, whether young or old, who bears the name of
Protestant, "to give place by subjection-no, not for an hour "-to
those who would introduce doctrines subversive of the Gospel. Popery
would never have obtained so strong a hold on the English Church
if the people had faithfully resisted the Romanizers. At the same
time, we fully admit that the largest share of blame must be awarded
to the Bishops.--The removal of the Theological College of the
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists from Trevecca to Aberystwith, and its
affiliation with the University College of Wales, will be followed by the
establishment of a preparatory Theological Institute at Trevecca.-Canon J. M. Wilson has undertaken the secretaryship of the Finance
and House Committee of the Worcester Blind School. Speaking at
the prize distribution recently, Canon Wilson remarked that out of
120 who had passed through the school 55 had graduated at Universities
and 30 were in Holy Orders. Not very long ago Bishops would not
ordain a blind man. One of the Worcester boys is now curate of a
colfiery parish in Yorkshire. He was ordained by Bishop Bickerst.eth
to a wild country district in Devon, where there are two churches five
miles apart, but he was soon able to find his way between them alone.
His sermons are preached from the Braille type, and he administers
the Communion with the aid of a layman.
THOSE who set the Lord always before them will be in no danger
of setting up idols in their hearts.
IF there be one token more unequivocal than another of a reprobate
mind, it is that of a man who can sin without remorse, who is past
feeling.
.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE King, who left England for the Continent last month, had an
interview en route to Marienbad with the German Emperor. It is
generally understood that matters of international interest were
discussed on the occasion.
An important judgment was delivered in the High Court of Appeal
last month which may have far-reaching results in the administration
of the Education Act of 1902. The decision, which is open to be
referred to the House of Lords, determines that local Education
Authorities are not compelled to raise rate-aid for the teaching of
Denominational Religion in Toluntary schools.

The Encyclical of the Pope, addressed to the Roman Catholic Bishops
in France, on the subject of the abolition of the Concordat between
the French Republic and the Vatican, sounds a distinct note of
defiance, and may lead to very serious results. The French Government have decided to ignore the Papal utterance, and, unless the Pope
submits to the law of the land, to put it into force in December next.

The following paragraph-a telegram from Paris-appeared recently
in the Morning Post. The credulity of Roman Catholic devot.ees
appears to-day to be on an equally debased level with that which
existed in the Dark Ages. The report runs as follows: "The annual
pilgrimage to Lourdes began to-day, when seventeen trains, eight of
which had come from various parts of the North, were despatched
from Paris. As usual, the pilgrims covered the whole scale of human
deformity and misery. Many were quite helpless, and two men .were
in such a state of collapse that their friends fully expected them to
die on the way, but they went with the rest. The number of pilgrims
from Paris to-day was about 8,000. The total expected at Lourdes
from the whole of France is 30,000."

A terrible earthquake took place on the 17th ult., at Valparaiso
and towns adjacent. At the hour of our writing no particulars had
been received in England, but it is believed there has been great
destruction of life and property.

The Gospel Magazine.

573

In view of the Report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on
Sunday Trading, a Canadian law passed during the past session on
the same subject is interesting. It provides that no person shall sell,
or offer for sale or purchase, any goods, chattels, or other property, or
transact any business on the Sabbath day.· Persons may do acts of
mercy and attend to religious work, receive and transmit telegraph
and telephone messages, and other necessary work, including moving
trains and vessels, and transporting passengers on the Sabbath. No
employee, however, is to work on Sunday unless allowed twenty-four
hours' rest ill the next six days. Games, meetings, etc., are not
allowed where a fee is charged. One provision states that" no Sunday
newspapers can be brought in for sale on Sunday."

Mr. William Baker, the successor of Dr. Barnardo as honorary
director of the famous homes for destitute children, and the Rev.
J ames Marchant, secretary of the Barnardo Memorial Fund, left
London recently on an extended tour of the Continent for the purpose
of enquiring into the methods adopted by the various States and
private charities of Europe for the rescue of destitute children. All
the principal towns of. France, Spain, Germany, Italy, Belgium,
Switzerland, and Holland will be included in their tour. They carry
with them special introductions from the Foreign Office to the British
Ambassadors in each country, while special facilities are being afforded
them in their enquiries by the Governments concerned.

It would seem as though the Chinese Government were going to take
up the opium question in a very practical manner, saYd the Overland
China Mail. It has been felt for some time that unless some vigorous
measures were taken the Chinese people would ere long become a nation
of opium smokers. The question has indeed become a very acute one
In this district it is roughly estimatpd that fully half of the men over
fifteen years of age are slaves to the pipe. Recently an edict from
the Emperor was posted up on the great gates of the Yamen. intimating
that all smokers up to the age of forty must at once begin to make
preparations to give up the opium habit, and it is darkly hinted that
severe legislative measures will in the near future be adopted to deal
with an those who neglect to take this advice. Persons over forty,
and who are supposed to have been smoking opium for many years,
are treated with considerable leniency. They are allowed a considerable
time in which they are gradually to get rid of the bondage in which
they are held. Still this is not left entirely to their own discretion.
Each of these men must possess an official pass on which is written
the amount that they are permitted to use each day, and no dealer in
opium is allowed to supply them with more than is officially sanctioned
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the pass. It is believed that by this system, where the daily amount
is settled by those who have the supervision of it, even the
inveterates will in time be cured of their passion for the drug. It
seems a clumsy, roundabout way of doing, but it has evidently impressed
the Chinese, for their whole talk now is that opium smoking will before
long be banished out of the Middle Kingdom.

¥'()U

Returns of the strength of Congregationalism throughout the world
have just been collected, and, according to the official statistics received
from the various countries, the following figures show the number of
churches, branch churches, and mission churches of the Congregational
Order. In Great Britain 4,905, Canada and Newfoundland 147,
British Guiana and Jamaica 96, Australia and New Zealand 379, South
Africa 360, Asia 128, United States of America 9,061. This gives a
total of 15,076 churches, chapels, and stations. The total membership
represented by these churches and stations is given as 1,300,426, with
no fewer than 1,596,620 Sunday-school scholars. These figures do not
include the stations and the membership of the London Missionary
Society, which is recognised as a Congregational institution, and which
in ita last published report showed a total of 80,165 members, 240,890
native adherents, and 55,852 scholars in the Sunday-schools.

Commander W. Dawson, Secretary of the Missions to Seamen, writes
that in the majority of British cargo ships the ancient custom of
Sunday service at sea is in abeyance. A difficulty sometimes arises
from the absence of the requisite books for united prayer and praise.
To meet this practical want, a few friends of sailors have enabled the
:Mlssions to Seamen to place" service boxes," containing the requisite
Bibles, prayer, hymn and sermon-books, for the use of the crews on
board 900 ships in the last few years, conditional on some one on board
pledging himself to conduct united worship on board, at least every
Sunday, with the captain's permission. Encouraging reports have
been received from several ships with mixed crews, telling of the
divine services held, and of the most interesting and satisfactory
results evidenced in the mutual good feeling, general happiness, and
cheerful conduct of officers and crews. Naturally the demand for
"service boxes" grows with such experience, and the special fund
subscribed for this purpose is exhausted. They cost from 18s. to 23s.
each, according to the number of the crew. As the arrangements are
generally made at the last moment, as the vessels are leaving dock,
each Chaplain requires a small stock in hand ready for issue. About
£200 would suffice for a year's supply. "Service boxes," or the means
of providing them, would be very grat-efully received by the Missions
to Seamen,.ll, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.
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A correspondent writes to us: "I have subscribed to the Gospel
Magazine since 1886, and venture to ask that the Editor will kindly
make request that earnest prayer may be offered that our country
may be saved, ere it be too late, from the consequences of its late and
present rulers-doubtless misled by Jesuits and other subtle enemies~
in proposing and conniving at the removal of garrisons from various
places, especially the proposed removal of the garrison of St. Helena,
in October, thus inviting the occupation of those places by other Powers,
also the disbanding of the troops at home, and the reducing of the.army
and navy-suicidal action in the face of the increase of armaments
in all other countries; and very specially should prayer be offered for
the better observance of the Lord's Day, and for the restoration to
our churches and chapels of God's holy commandments. It is amazing
and grieving to note the indifference of religious papers to the dangers
of our national surroundings, and t.o the urgent need that exists of
true Christian leaders who would fear God alone and seek counsel of
Him." We deeply feel the force of our esteemed correspondent's
appeal, and commend it to our readers at home and abroad.

REVIEWS AND NOTES OF BOOKS.
SURETYSHIP: HUMAN AND DIVINE. An Address given in London.
By CECIL YATES BISS. One Penny. Pp. 16, in stiff cover and bold
type. (London: Hunt, Barnard & Co., 20, Blandford Street, W.)
1906.
The sanctified pen of Dr. Biss has already liberally enriched our
stores of Christian literature. We now thank him for a further
contribution. His clear perception of revealed Truth, his unhesitating
statement of the precious doctrines of sovereign grace, and his lucid
methods of expounding the Holy Scriptures for the edification of
" the household of faith," make him an ever welcome teacher among
those-of all denominations of believers-who take delight in "the
deep things of God." The subject of the beautifully printed booklet
now in our hands is the too commonly neglected truth ot Christ's
Suretyship, involving, necessarily, the foundation doctrine ofsubstitution. The passage of Scripture selected for the author's purpose is
found in Proverbs xi. 15-" He that is surety for a stranger shall smart
for it: and he that hateth suretyship is sure.'" The word" surety,"
it is pointed out,'is really an abbreviated form of "security," and this
idea lies at the root of its meaning. "When taken in a personal sense,
a' surety' means' one who takes'the place of another for the purpose
of giving an additional security for the discharge of obligations
devolving upon the person represented.' In law, a surety is one who
is bound with, and for, another who is primarily liable, and who enters
into a bond to answer for the performance of those acts which the first
person has undertaken to fulfil; and, in case of failure, is liable to pay
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the damages, or suffer the legal consequences of such failure, whatever,
they may be." These principles of law and equity are instructively
traced out by our author in the mediatorial work of the Lord ,Jesus
Christ, Who, in His infinite love and grace, became Surety for His truly
needy brethren. "I will be surety for him," said Judah to his father
Jacob, when it was a question of the safe return of Benjamin from
Egypt to Canaan. "I will be Surety for them" was the obligation
into which the Eternal Son of God entered with His Father w:"~n the
safe presentation of the Elect in glory was the unspeakably more
momentous consideration at stake. Dr. Biss has in his precious Gospel
treatise set a rich feast of truth before "hungering souls," and we
heartily pray that the stamp of the Spirit's approval may be very
markedly set upon his faithful testimony. Our truth-loving readers
should circulate the booklet far and wide. Nothing better, as an
exposition of doctrinal Scripture, has come into our hands for a long
time past.

A HANDBOOK TO TRUTH.

By the Rev. J. O. WEST, M.A., Rector of
St. Philip and Jacob, Bristol. Pp.181. Second Edition. (London:
C.E. Bookroom, 98, Hatton Garden, E.C.)

It is the conviction of the evangelical author of this book that the
printing press is not adequately used to bring men to the knowledge
of salvation. The re-issue of the "Handbook" implies that it has
received a friendly welcome from the public, and deservedly, for it
contains a lucid and forcible statement of the one way of salvation,
while it bears faithful witness against the abounding religious errors of
the present age.
BELIEVERS have nothing to do with the Law whatever ll.S to Its
condemnation and curse.
THE Lord wills not only the salvation of His people, but also their
present comfort.
IF a man have no adequate view of the sins of his heart, he will
It'
have none of-the sins of his life.
THE Law was never intended by God to give life, but to give the
knowledge of sin.
WE have no business on earth that is not summed up in pleasing
God. This is our great success; our highest success. This we are
bound to attain every day, even the will of God.-R. O. Ohapman.
rfHAT glorious Jehovah Jesus who brought His chosen people Israel
from among the brick-kilns or Egypt through the waters of the Red Sea,
and the River Jordan, into the promised rest, will bring all His bloodbought children safely through every trial and affliction, to the land
of everlasting peace and comfort.-Bishop Borne.
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