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CHRIST'S CARE FOR THE WEAK.
" Thou maintainest my lot."-PSALM xvi. 5.

ONE of the most striking traits of grace in the LORD JESUS, the
MIGHTY ONE, is the tenderness of His care towards the weak and
the needy in His FATHER'S family. This was one of the characteristics
in the promised MESSIAH upon which the inspired prophets of old
delighted to dwell. ISALlli, the eminent Evangelical prophet,
for instance, exulted to foretell of the COMING ONE-" A bruised
reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall He not quench"
(Isa. xlii. 3). "He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, He shall
gather the lambs with His arms, and carry them in His bosom,
and shall gently lead them that are with young" (Isa. xl. ll). How
precisely these predictions were verified in the person and life of
our blessed REDEEMER! The most exquisite gentleness and
tenderness ever characterised His manner and language when He
dwelt on earth, and "endured such contradiction of sinners against
Himself" (Heb. xii. 3). He had a keenly sensitive regard for
every phase of human suffering, and we may understand that
passage in MATTHEW, quoted from the prophet ISAIAH, "Himself
took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses" (viii. 17), as meaning
that the sight of the painful consequences which sin entailed on
the children of men so moved His heart that He experimentally
shared in those woes. As the inspired penman of the Epistle
to the Hebrews writes: "We have not an High Priest which
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cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like 'as we are, yet without sin" (Heb, iv. 15). He
was, always the BROTHER" born for adversity" (Prov. xvii. 17).
JESUS is "the KINSMAN" of His people. The right and the
responsibility to redeem the family inheritance were His when His
brethren had forfeited all. His it is to contend for them against
all their foes. "Their REDEEMER (KINSMAN) is mighty; He
shall plead their cause with Thee" (Prov. xxiii. 11),
The care of JESUS for the weak! What a precious subject is
this! It explains the great motive of CHRIST'S redemption of His
Church, for it is written, "When we were without strength, in due
time CHRIST died for the ungodly" (Rom. v. 6). Had not CHRIST
"maintained the lot" of those whom the FATHER entrusted into
His hands to save, they had for ever remained powerless to escape
from the wrath to come! It was His care for the spiritually
impotent that engaged Him in the Covenant of Grace to become
their mighty DELIVERER. Thus there is a marvellous affinity
between the strength of the REDEEMER and the weakness of the
redeemed, It is upon the ground of this blessed truth that the
Divine exhortation is based: "Let the weak say, I am strong"
(Joel iii. 10), This fact is beautifully phrased in a hymn penned
by the late DR. HORATIUS BONAR : " JESUS, Thou needest me,
Even me, Thou light divine;
o SON of GOD, Thou needest me,
Thou needest sins like mine!
" Thy fulness needs my want,
Thy wealth my poverty;
Thy healing skill my sickness needs,
Thy joy my misery.
" Thy strength my weakness needs,
Thy grace my worthlessness;
Thy greatness needs a worm like me
To cherish and to bless.
" Thy life needs death like mine,
To show its quickening power;
Infinity the finite needs,
Th' ETERNAL needs the hour.
" Earth, with its vales and hills,
Needeth the daily sun;
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This daily sun of ours-it needs
An earth to shine upon.
" This evil, froward soul
Needeth a love like Thine;
A love like Thine, 0 loving CHRIST,
Needeth a soul like mine.
" Thy fulness, SON of GOD,
Thus needy maketh Thee;
Thy glory, 0 Thou glorious One,
Seeketh its rest in me.
" It was Thy need of me
That brought Thee from above;
It is my need of Thee, 0 LORD,
That draws me to Thy love."
Yes, indeed, the HEAD to be complete needs the body, and the
humblest members in particular. "The HEAD cannot say to the
feet, I have no need of you" (1 Cor. xii. 21). The weakest members
of His Mystical Body are singularly His care. The Scripture
declares, "Nay, much more those members of the body which
seem to be nwre feeble, are necessary" (1 Cor. xii. 22).
It is deeply interesting and highly instructive to note some of
the many instances recorded in the Gospels of the regard JESUS
showed for the oppressed, the wrongfully accused, and those who
had no one to plead their cause. We may refer to a few
illustrations :
1. In Matthew xii. 1--8 we have an inspired record of how the
LORD JESUS pleaded the cause of His hungering disciples when
wrongfully accused by the Pharisees of breaking the Sabbath to
satisfy their natural necessities. "Behold," said the selfrighteous Pharisees, "Thy disciples do that which is not lawful to
do upon the Sabbath day." He forthwith took up the cause of
the needy and weak ones, and made their case His own. He
pleaded for them against their adversaries with a force which
effectually shut the mouths of malice and ignorance. He fully
justified His disciples, who did not offer a word in self-defence,
while He convicted their foes of unacquaintance with spiritual
truth. "But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have
mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the
guiltless." If He Who was greater than the Law gave countenance
to the act of His disciples, it was not for those under the Law to
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put an interpretation upon it which did violence to the character
of Him Whose sovereign will it expressed! Thus JESUS prevailingly
advocated the cause of the weak and maintained their lot.
2. Again; in Luke vii. 36--48 we find Him fulfilling His gracious
mission of espousing the interests of the misjudged and aggrieved.
The case is that of the penitent woman who, knowing by grace that
only JESUS could forgive sins like hers, sought Him in SIMON the
Pharisee's house, and coming behind Him as He reclined at the
table, wept tears of heart-brokenness, washed His feet with her
'tears, wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed them
with the sweet ointment she had brought with her for that purpose.
This fruit, meet for repentance, the Pharisee despised, and even
adjudged that JESUS was no prophet or He would have rejected
such a sinner's offering and devotion! True, SIMON did not audibly
thus call into question the prophetic claims of CHRIST, but only
"spake within himself." But his contemptuous estimate of the
penitent woman was open to the omniscience of her SAVIOUR,
and He promptly pleaded her cause. Her weakness called forth
His mighty advocacy. She spake not a word in excuse of herself.
Indeed, she knew not the wicked pride of SIMON'S heart. But
JESUS, Who did know, proceeded with invincible directness to
convict the PHARISEE of his heartless injustice, and put to shame
his personal impenitence. Out of his own mouth the censorious
critic was condemned. The poor, weak, man-despised woman,
on the contrary, was openly approved, accepted, and forgiven by
her compassionate LORD and SAVIOUR. "And He said unto her,
Thy sins are forgiven." Much had been freely blotted out, and,
as JESUS said, "She loved much." Never a word had this frail
sinner to plead. Her REDEEMER pleaded her guilty cause, and
she was saved with a great salvation. He maintained her lot.
He justified her'soul, and no one could then condemn. What
sweet encouragement to self-conscious, penitent sinners does this
instance of CHRIST'S care for the weak afford us !
3. And then there is the instance of her who in the house of
SIMON the Leper anointed the head of JESUS with costly unguent
a few days before His burial, an act of adoring love at which CHRIST'S
disciples expressed indignation! The ointment, they said, instead
of being thus" wasted," might have been sold for much and the
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proceeds given to the poor. That evil murmuring against the
woman's devotion to her LORD cut Him to the heart, and He
promptly took up her grievance. "When JESUS understood it,
He said unto them, 'Vhy trouble ye the woman ~ For she hath
wrought a good work upon Me." The trouble of that wounded
heart appealed to the tenderness of JESUS, and He made the cause
His own. " In that she poured this ointment on My body, she did
it for My burial. Verily, I say unto you, Wheresoever this Gospel
shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that
this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her." And JESUS
is of the same mind to-day. He delights to justify the love and
faith of the least of all His brethren. The humblest service done
in His dear Name-although despised by man-is in His sight
of great price. Truly, by Him " actions are weighed" !
4. We see the same truth touchingly exemplified in Matthew
xxi. 12-16, when the little children who cried, "Hosanna to the
SON of DAVID," in the temple, were arraigned by the chief priests
and scribes, and CHRIST'S disapproval of them and their worship
was sought. "Hearest Thou what these say ~" the "sorely
displeased" ecclesiastics asked of JESUS. "Yea," was His ready
response. The cries of those weak little worshippers had been
music in His ears. And He consequently stood up for themtheir mighty REDEEMER. He saw in them the fulfilment of the
prophetic Scriptures, "Have ye not read, Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings Thou hast perjeded praise?" He maintained
the lot of the weaklings of His flock, and shielded them from the
cruel shafts of their bitter enemies. Very jealous is the GREAT
SHEPHERD over the helpless lambs of His flock. "Feed My lambs "
is the one thought of His heart concerning them, and He strongly
resents all assaults on them in their defencelessness. Let the
children of GOD have this precious truth continually in mind. Be
they weak as weakness itself, they have Him Who is " mighty to
save" ever at their side. His" rod" and His" staff" are thus
the " comfort" of the poorest in the fold, of the most timid and
trembling in the blood-bought host.
Other illustrations of CHRIST'S special regard for His dependent
little ones might be added, but the foregoing may suffice at this
time. Oh, that" trembling saints" may be led by the SPIRIT to
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entrust all their daily burdens to the keeping of their gracious,
powerful ADVOCATE, Whose delight is to make perfect His strength
in weakness. Those quaint lines of good JOHN NEWTON are much
to the point in this connection, and will bear reproduction at the
conclusion of our "Portion" :"ELIJAH'S example declares,
Whatever distress may betide,
The saints may commit all their cares
To Him who will surely betide;
When rain, long withheld from the earth,
Occasioned a famine of bread,
The Prophet, secured from the dearth,
By ravens was constantly fed.
" More likely to rob than to feed
,Vere ravens which live upon prey;
But when the LORD'S people have need
•
His goodness will find out a way.
This instance to those maybe strange
Who know not how faith can prevail;
But sooner all nature shall change
Than one of GOD'S promises fail.
" Nor is it a singular case;
The wonder is often renewed;
And many can say to His praise
He sends them by ravens their food;
Thus worldlings, though ravens indeed,
Though greedy and selfish their mind,
If GOD have a servant to feed,
'
Against their own wills can be kind.
" Thus SATAN, that raven unclean,
Who croaks in the ears of the saints,
Compelled by a power unseen,
Administers oft to their wants ;
GOD teaches them how to find food
From all the temptations they feel;
This raven, which thirsts for my blood,
Has helped me to many a meal!
" How safe and how happy are they
Who on the GOOD SHEPHERD rely!
He gives them out strength for the day,
Their wants He will surely supply.
He ravens and lions can tame;
All creatures obey His command ;Then let me rejoice in His Name,
And leave all my cares in His hand."
THE EDITOR.
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PRIEST.

" Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession."
-HEBREWS

iv. 14.

recently there came into my hands a copy of Mr. W.
Wileman's monthly, The Gospel Echo, and my attention was
mrected to a very striking'article appearing in its pages, and bearing
his signature, entitled, The Wrong Priest. In the hope that the
circulation of the truthful little serial may be promoted by mention
of it in these pages, I ask my reader's attention to the remarkable
incident recorded in the following few lines. The writer says :" Though I am not at liberty to mention the name of the gentleman to whom reference will here be made, I am able to record a
very remarkable incident, and to vouch for its strict truth in every
detail.
"The incident occurred, quite recently, in one of the eatinghouses in Fleet Street visited daily by City men for their midday meal. Those of us who have thus taken our dinner away
from home for over thirty years well know that many interesting
connections have been thus formed, continued for a time, and
broken. It has been quite usual for four men to occupy one
reserved table for a number of years; and the memory can go
back to many conversations in former times. Some men have
been removed by death; some by providence; others have drifted
apart by circumstances that have no record.
" On this occasion the men at one of the tables were engaged in
a conversation which led up to an argument on religion; and the
argument grew so lively that it was not possible for those at the
nearest tables not to hear it. As it proceeded, the interest of the
listeners became intense; until at length everyone in the room
became intent upon the discussion. The argument included the
way of salvation, as to whether it were purely of grace, or grace
and works: also as to whether it were possible for a person to
be assured of salvation in this life.
QUITE
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" One of the disputants maintained that salvation is by grace,
through faith; not of ourselves, but the gift of God. Another
was a Roman Catholic, who argued that no man can be assured
of salvation until he dies. At length, as a final argument, he
exclaimed quite loudly, so that all in the room heard it: 'Well,
all I can say is this: I have placed myself in the hands of my
priest,. and he is responsible for my salvation.'
" At this point a gentleman rose from his table, and approached
the others. He lifted his hat, and said: 'Gentlemen, I believe
I am well known in the Law Courts, and in this room. I could not
help hearing the argument at your table; and I am bound to say
that our Roman Catholic friend is perfectly logical in what he has
said. He has told us that he has placed himself in the hands of
his priest, and that his priest is responsible for his salvation. I
also have done the same. I have placed myself in the hands of my
Priest,. and He is responsible for my salvation. The mistake our
friend has made is that he has chosen the wrong priest. My priest
is the Lord Jesus Christ. I have by faith committed myself into
His hands; and I can say with Paul that I am persuaded He is
able to keep that which I have committed to Him. He, in fact,
is responsible for my salvation.'
" The effect of this, from the lips of a well-known King's Counsel,
was marvellous. Perfect silence reigned as he spoke; and I
believe that some men there and then heard the Gospel for the
first time, thus preached in a City eating-house, by an exponent
of the law. This settled the dispute. Oh, that the Holy Spirit
would write the message on the hearts of many who listened so
intently to it, to their eternal salvation."
We are aware of the identity of the eminent" K.C." who so
aptly and forcibly preached Christ in this London restaurant,
and heartily pray that the word he boldly spoke "in season"
may be honoured of the Holy Spirit abundantly now that it has
been proclaimed through the press to untold thousands at. home
and abroad.
To believers in the Lord Jesus Christ the subject of His Priesthood is inexpressibly precious, because it is so distinctly personal to
Himself. The office of the Divine Sacerdos cannot be shared by any
one of Adam's race. It is absolutely uuique. It centres in Jesus
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as being both God and man. To claim to exercise anyone of
the functions of Christ's priesthood-as some ecclesiastics, alas!
now-a-days are doing-is an act of the highest presumption and
a grievous sin. It is, moreover, a gross imposture; for a mediating
priesthood, such as that claimed by the Church of Rome and her
Anglican allies, is wholly destitute of the necessary credentials.
It is self-appointed. It lacks the seal of Divine authority. The
judicial answer of the ascended and ruling Head of the living Church
of God to all such impostors is, "I never knew you."
That there are among us such perverters and deceivers of souls,
however, is strictly in accordance with the predictions and warnings
of the Lord Jesus. For instance, He has said of these last days:
" And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh
be saved; but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.
Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there;
believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told
you before" (Matt. xxiv. 22-25). How exactly has all this been
fulfilled! For when an ecclesiastic boasts that he is a mediating
priest, he is really affirming that he is Christ, and indeed the
pretence of our Anglican "priests" is that when they forgive sins
they do it in the name, or on behalf, of Christ; and that in the
Communion Service when they' say, "This is My body," it is
Christ who speaks in them, and that the sacrifice they offer for
sins is offered by Christ through thel:r hands! But God's elect
people are protected from the soul-delusions thus propagated by
"men of corrupt minds," and these very deceits serve to make
them cling more tenaciously to the gracious Gospel truths which
magnify the all-sufficiency of the High Priesthood of the Son of
God, and endear Him to the hearts of His needy" brethren."
For, the priesthood of Christ is an institution concerning only the
household of faith-" the whole family in heaven and earth."
In "heaven," be it observed, as well as on earth; for the worship
of the Father by the redeemed in glory passes through the hands
of, and is presented by, the "one Mediator." the "High Priest
for ever" after the order of Melchisedec. "No man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me," is as true in heaven as it certainly is on
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earth. The atoning, reconciling blood of the Lamb is not only
the secret of our present approaches to the Father; it is also the
constant theme of the worship of the ransomed hosts "within
the veil" on high! Thus we learn that the efficacy of the priesthood of our adorable Lord and Saviour is held in supreme estimation
by the entire host of the redeemed,-by that happy part which has
"crossed the flood," by that part which is crossing while these
lines are being read, and by that part which is day by day nearing
the brink. It is the function of the High Priest to present perfect
to the Father each one of His elect people. "Thine they were,
and Thou gavest them Me," is the thought of His heart towards
the Father continually. Their names lie upon His breast day and
night-the name of "little" Benjamin equally with that of
powerful Ephraim, for "small and great" is the Divine order.
"The last shall be first." Into all their interests He ceaselessly
enters. In their many and varied afflictions He is their" merciful"
High Priest; and in their confessed dependence He is their
" Great" High Priest. He bears them upon the shoulders of His
might. His everlasting arms are ever round about and beneath
them. His compassions towards them fail not. The tenderness
of His redeeming love knows no change or variableness, but abides
infinite, unquenchable, and unforfeitable. The Covenant responsibilities attaching to His office of "Surety" (Heb. vii. 22), in the
fulfilment of which He takes unspeakable delight, secure to His
ransomed people effectual salvation and the certain enjoyment
of the "things which accompany salvation."
Under the shelter of His everlasting Priesthood, then, let the
believing reader of these" Notes" humbly but confidently dwell ;
for it is that "secret place of the Most High" which free and
sovereign grace has provided, and which divine faithfulness
protects from the malevolent attacks of all foes, whether human
or Satanic. Ten thousand thanks unto our Triune God for the
settlements of His saving love! Well is it written that in the
heavenly temple the lansomed sinner-host" rest not, day and night,"
in ascribing to God and the Lamb the transcendent honours of
" so great salvation"! " These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of
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God, and serve Him day and night in His temple: and He that
sitteth [a Priest] upon the throne shall dwell among them."

J. O.

Clifton.
" TITUS, MY BROTHER."
(2 COR. ii. 13.)

IT would appear that the Lord Jesus Christ, the great and glorious
Head of the Church, bestowed much love to the brethren upon the
Apostle Paul and Timothy and Titus. How sweetly and comfortably
we find them labouring together in the Gospel vineyard. This love to
the Lord, and to each other in the Lord, must have been a blessing
of peculiar consolation to themselves individually, and as they moved in
concert together, see1:ing by the preached Word the welfare of God's
Zion. It is a fruit of the Spirit, proving that where it is its possessor
has passed from death unto life. Such know not only the majesty,
but also the meekness of the lowly and loving Jesus.
"God," said the great Apostle, "that comforteth those that are
cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus." And again he
says, " I had no rest in my spirit because I found not Titus my brother."
This was a love begotten of the Holy Ghost, and maintained by the
indwelling and power and grace of the blessed Spirit.
If, in this imperfect state of grace on earth, such a principle of love
to a brother in the Lord Jesus be found such a sweet, pleasant,
precious, prevailing feeling in the soul, oh! what will it be when
brought to its perfection in a state of glory!
It

Where sa.ints are freed from every loa.d
Of pa.ssions and of pains,
God dwells in them, and they in God,
And love for ever reigns. I '-Hart.

And where
.. Adoring sa.ints a.round Him stand,
And thrones and powers before Rim fall,
The God shines gracious through the man I
And sheds sweet glories' on them all."-Watts.

Birkenhead.

G. A.

"I WAS born on a Sabbath day; I have reason to hope I was newborn on a Sabbath day; and I hope I shall die on the Sabbath day.
I shall look upon it as a favour, if the will of God that it should be so ;
I long for the time. Oh! why tarry the wheels of His chariot so long ~ "
Being afterwards asked how he did, he answered, "I am almost in
eternity; I long to be gone. My work is done; I have done with all
my friends. The world is now not.hing to me. 0 to be in heaven, to
praise and glorify God! "-David Brainerd, 1747.
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liJilgrlm 19 apetf;l.
WELLSPRINGS.

" Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither
let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in
his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth
and knoweth Me, that I am thc Lord which exercise lovingkindness,
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I
delight, saith the Lord. "-JER. ix. 23, 24.
THE sovereignty of God in all His dealings with man is set forth in
that perfect rectitude and unerring judgment and control so that every
mouth may be stopped and no flesh glory in His presence. In the
matter of creation God had absolute right to create what He created,
unaided by man, and for His own pleasure and glory, Whose they were.
In the matter of providence He moves on unhurried and undisturbed,
guiding, controlling, and bringing to pass every event and circumstance
according to His mind, and making all things work together for His
children's good and His eternal glory. In the work of grace, much
more evident, then, is His sovereignty evinced, and the only answer
the redeemed soul can get or give to the oft'repeating, wondering
question, "Why such love to me 1" is "Be£ause the Lord
loved you." Thus we see how the sovereign purpose is effected
through the weak instrument, that "no flesh should glory in His
presence," and that all should fear, tremble, and be silent before
Him. See how more often than not God chose to work by weak
and small things to accomplish His will and work in the history of
Israel. Thus: Did J ehovah intend to save Israel from that great enemy
Goliath 1 He will do so, by choosing a stripling David, who, putting
off the unproved earthly armour, in which Saul would have equipped
him, goes forth with a sling and stone, but invincibly to conquer in
the name and power of the Lord of hosts. Yes, such small, but selected
instruments as "the jawbone of an ass"; lamps and pitchers; "a
little cloud"; or "a tree," can, in the hand of Omuipotence,
accomplish mighty results; whilst in the matter of persons, God has
also deigned to use the weak and insignificant in the eyes of the
world. How wonderful that J ehovah should choose" the child
Samuel" to whom to impart a vision and make him the messenger
of judgment and destruction to Eli's sinful house!
A little captive maid is made the bearer of glad tidings of healing
to her mistress's lord, Naaman, who was thus led to seek the prophet
for health and cure. Perhaps, the last the disciples and the multitude
in that desert place would have thought of was that little" lad,"
who was chosen by Jesus to be the bearer of those two loaves and a
few little fishes, which were in His miracle-working hand to feed five
thousand people, with the provision beyond in the gathered-up
fragments of twelve baskets.
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Yes; Jesus the Omnipotent One can look with that eye of " blessing"
which ever multiplies and gives the increase upon the" little faith"
ones, His "little flock"; His" babes"; "little ones"; "little
children." And why all this, beloved reader 1 Why hath God
" chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom" 1
Why are not many wise, not many noble, not many mighty, amongst
the called of Jesus Christ, except that the excellency of the power may
be of God and not of us 1
And the text at the heading of our paper also answers us. "Thus
saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither
let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in
his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these
things I delight, saith the Lord."
When Moses would plead his lack of eloquence and inability to
speak unto the children of Israel the message of his God, the Lord
reminded him how the power was not with himself. "Who hath made
man's mouth 1 have not I, the Lord 1" 'Vhen God would save Israel
from the enemy, He will do it in His own power and might, " lest Israel
vaunt themselves and say Mine own power hath saved me." If we,
in our sinful, erring natures, boast of our own wisdom, the Lord
will lay us in the dust and show us our utter ignorance and
nothingness before Him; and it is when we are brought to the condition
of "no might" in ourselves that He increases strength, and makes
His strength perfect in His poor children's weakness; and if in His
infinite wisdom He takes from us or denies us earthly riches, it is to
make us more in love with the unsearchable riches of Christ,
and find our true inheritance up yonder. Thus are His children
taught and dealt with in their pilgrimage journey, so that all their
glorying may be in Him, and their confidence in Him Who exerciseth
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth and takes His
delight therein. What a choice cluster of Divine attributes! Lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness! The Apostle Paul, under
Divine inspiration, opens up this Old Testament Scripture to our view
and understanding. He writes to his Corinthian brethren, 1 Cor. i.
23-31: "But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of
God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness
of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of
the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that no flesh
should glory in His presence. But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who
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of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption: that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let
him glory in the Lord." The consideration, then, of what we are by
nature, from what we were plucked by grace, and though nothing
in ourselves but weak, foolish, ignorant, base, despised, as fit
only for rejection, as useless, should well keep us from all creature
boasting and cause our souls to make alone their boast in the Lord, Who,
in the riches of His grace, has done for us such marvellous things,
such excellent things, such things as pass man's understanding.
Thus our thoughts are led up to, and our affections are" set" upon, Him,
Who "exerciseth lovingkindness, jndgment, and righteousness," and
in "these things" declares His " delight."
Perfect equity and justice are with Him. As the late Dean Law
once forcibly wrote, " When God would save, justice, truth, and holiness
proposed tremendous terms. Each sin must bear its merited weight
of woe." Jesus, the God-man, counted the cost and undertook the
consequences, that His brethren might go free!
The full standard of equity and righteousness was reached in Christ
alone. He stood for us. He answered the requirements of a righteous
law, satisfied justice, appeased the wrath of a holy God, and in His
love and pity and grace redeemed us from under the law. Fulfilled
in the" So I come," they are now, these attributes of J ehovah, made
delightful to Him in His Only and Beloved Son, the sinless Saviour,
Who is the Centre and Suu of His people's salvation, and the glory of
His Father's heart. For it is in and through His well beloved
Son that on bebalf of His redeemed children He declares in our text,
"I am the Lord which exerciseth lovingkindness, jndgment, and
righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, saith the Lord."
He only conld say, "My delights were with the sons of men," as in
His prescience He saw them saved with an eternal salvation in the
person of His own dear Son. In Him He delighted in that perfection
which met every requirement of the law, fulfilled it to the last jot and
tittle, and "made it honourable." In Jesus lovingkindness shone
forth in its perfection, as Redeemer; judgment, when He "fulfilled
the law and made it honourable," and righteousness when, as King of
peace, He came forth to bless His people with the blessings of bloodpurchased peace. And this is He in Whom J ehovah delights!
Through the infinite merits of Jesus' all-atoning blood God our
Father "delighteth in mercy," delighteth in His people through
His dearly beloved Son, in Whom He is " well pleased."
Beloved reader, let us not despise the day of small things. Let us
not be cast down if our evidences be small, if we sometimes" see not
our signs"; if the spark of life be but a glimmer; and we are oft
bemoaning our uselessness and fruitlessness. As His children, He
has claimed us, and" we are not our own, we are bought with a price,"
and He will be glorified in His own purchased possession. He keeps us
low, dependent, little esteemed, little owned, nay, often despised by
the world, but God hath chosen these; the poor, fools as regards
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the riches and the wisdom of this world, that we may have nothing
in ourselves to glory of, but only" glory in this, that He understandet4
and knoweth us." The great" I am"; the all-sufficient God; the
EI-8haddai, the Omnipotent One, Who wills and does according to
His own pleasure, shall have all the glory and praise of His people's
salvation.
It is related by one of our contemporaries that "an old 8cotsman,
stiJ[ living, tells with grief how a number of persons were deeply
convicted of sin at the first effort he made, when a young man, to
win souls for Christ. But he exulted and triumphed in his suc-cess,
and the gift was taken from him. He bears his witness faithfully
to this day, and is instant in season and out of season, but he has never
been permitted to see any more results."
Let us seek grace to be kept in a low place as regards ourselves,
that we may ever make our boast in the Lord and have our horn
exalted in Him; and seek not great things for ourselves, but walk
and work with a single eye to His glory, with oneness of heart,
purpose, aim, and life, that God in all things may be glorified.
As one (Mildred Edwards) has truly written ;11

11

God doth not choose Ris instruments as meu,
The keenest edge, and sha.rpest blade; for then
Pra.ise might a.bound where glory were not dueWhich God cau ne'er permit while He is true.
But 'tie His way to single out, and seek
The foolish and abased, despised and wea.k;
To wield these, till His work ha.th all been wrought,
And He hath worldly wisdom brought to nonght.

.. Until the mighty things are all laid low,
And things tha.t a.re are made as things not so,
Then, as 'tis written in His holy Word,
Shall all that glory, glory in the Lord."

The Lord bless His Word for His own name's sake.

R.

THE JOYFUL 80UND.
By THE REV. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, B.A.

" Blessed are the people that know the joylul sound! They shall walk,
o Lord, in the light 01 Thy countenance: In Thy Name shall they
rejoice all the day, and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted.PSALM !xxxix. 15, 16.
I HAVE often wondered at the hardiness of those writers who have
presumed to affirm that the Gospel, or message of free and full
salvation by the blood and righteousness of God's co-eternal Son, was
unknown to those who lived under the legal dispensation.
Nothing can be more untrue. We may as reasonably affirm that the
sun did not shine during the legal dispensation..• And l<S it was the
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same sun which now shines that then illuminated the world, so it was
the selfsame Sun of Righteousness Who now rises upon the souls of His
people with healing in His beams, that then shone upon God's elect,
visited them with the irradiations of His love, and saved them by
faith in His own future righteousness and atonement. Unto us, saith
the apostle, is the Gospel preached, as well as unto them. And again,
" These all died in faith, having seen the promises afar off; and were
persuaded of them and embraced them." So that we may confidently
affirm, concerning all God's enlightened people who lived before the
Messiah's incarnation that, like Abraham, they saw the day of Christ
in perspective, and rejoiced in the believing anticipatiou of that
blessed sight.
As the depravation of human nature is intrinsically the same in all
ages, and as men, in and of themselves, were neither better nor worse
during the Mosaic economy than they have been ~ver since, and are at
this day, it follows that, the disorder being the selfsame, the remedy
likewise must be the same; and, of course, that there are not two ways
of salvation-one for the believing Jews, and another for the believing
Gentiles; but that our Lord's declaration ever did, and ever must,
stand good, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh
to the Father, but by Jlle." Suppose we carry our appeal to this
Psalm for the truth of the observation here made? What do you
think David sings of in the text? Certainly he sings of those super·
natural comforts imparted by the Holy Ghost, and which, the Psalmist
knew, would be procured for all the elect by the blood of Christ.
Hence, he likewise celebrates the praises of that righteousness in
which, and in which alone, the redeemed of the Lord are exalted to a
state of communion with God, and to the inheritance of the saints in
light.
No wonder, therefore, that a Psalm so richly fraught with Evangelic
truth should open in a strain of praise and thanksgiving to that God
of all grace Whose love to His people embraced them ,vithout beginning,
and shall follow them without end. "I will sing of the mercies of the
Lord for ever: with my mouth will I make known Thy faithfulness
to all generations." Now, do you think that David did not enjoy
what has since been called the full assurance of faith 1 or can you
imagine that David was unacquainted with what has since been termed
the doctrine of final perseverance? Certainly he was led into the
clear perception of both these truths, else he could not have said, "I
will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever"; not only to-day, and
to-morrow, if I live; not only this year, and the next, if I live; not
only through life, but when I come to die; and not only when I pass
through the streams of death, but wheu I am landed safe on the other
side; the high praises of His mercy and faithfulness shall be ever in
my mouth. David WaS egregiously mistaken in his views if, what
some blasphemously affirm to be true, "he who is a child of God
to-day may be a child of the devil to-morrow." You must either
deny that the Psalmist wrote under the unerring guidance of God's
•
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Spirit, or you must admit that the final preservation of God's
renewed people is a doctrine of God's book.
But it is not enough for true believers to be sensible of the mercy of
the Lord, and of the perpetuity of His grace: they wish to diffuse the
savour of His Name far and wide, and to realize David's resolution,
"With my mouth will I make known Thy faithfulness to all generations."
Some who know the truth shun to declare it, and are afraid to speak
out; they hide Christ's mark in the palm of their hands instead of
wearing it on their foreheads, and wrap up their Christianity in a
cloak of secrecy, as if they deemed it their highest dishonour to be
seen with Christ's livery upon their backs. On the contrary, such
believers as are strong in faith, giving glory to God, instead of sneaking
to heaven through bye-ways and private roads, concealed in a covered
litter, with the curtains drawn close about them, rather wish to go
thither over the public road of a declared profession, in an open chariot,
so as to be seen and known of all men. But ministers of the Gospel,
above all mankind beside, should, with their mouths, make known
God's faithfulness, and, instead of desiring to slink into heaven at the
back door (if any such door there be), march publicly, with colours
flying and with sound of trumpet, to the great gate of the celestial
city, and labour to carry thither as many souls with them as they
possibly can. Hence, they must be urgent and importunate, in season,
and out of season; reproving, rebuking, and exhorting, with all longsuffering and doctrine: the ministry of the Word being the principal
reaping-hook which God's Spirit makes use of to cut off the poisonous
excrescences of self-righteousness, to cut down the baneful weeds of
practical licentiousness, and to gather elect sinners to the sanctifying
and saving knowledge of Himself. Let it, however, be observed, that
the ministerial calls and exhortations of God's ambassadors, urged
and addressed as well to the awakened as the unawakened, do by no
means imply that, in the divine intention, grace is universal, as the
Arminians talk; nor that man, by a proper use of his reasonable
faculties, becomes the architect of his own salvation. No. Quite
the contrary. A fisher who stands upon the shore and plunges his
net into the sea at large, is not so frantic as to think of catching all the
fishes in the sea, though he offers the net indefinitely, and without
exception. So, when a Christian minister spreads the Gospel net, he
preaches to all that come within the sphere of his address, not with an
expectation of catching all, but of catching as many as God shall please,
knowing that it is the Holy Spirit alone Who can drive souls into the
net, and effectually catch them for Jesus Christ.
. What was it which made David so desirous to sing of the mercies of
the Lord 1 What was it that warmed and emboldened him, at all
events, to make known J ehovah's faithfulness from one generation to
another 1 It was the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, seen in the
light of the Spirit, and experienced through the influence of grace.
Here is the reason of David's zeal; "For I have said, mercy shall be
built up for ever, Thy faithfulness shalt Thou shalt establish in the
34
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very heavens." What is this mercy that is built up for ever, but the
glorious and the gracious scheme, the glorious and the gracious fabric
of our salvation, founded in the eternal purpose of God-carried into
execution by the labours and the death of Jesus Christ-and then
applied and brought home to the heart by the illuminating and converting power of the Holy Ghost 1 This is that mercy which is built
up for ever. It was planned from everlasting, and will know no ruin
or decay through the illimitable line of eternity itself. Who is the
builder of this fabric 1 Not man's free-will. Not man's own
righteousness, nor wisdom. Not human power, nor human skill.
Every true believer will here join issue with David that it is God, and
God alone, Who builds up the temple of His Church, and Who, as the
builder of it, is alone entitled to all the glory.
The elect constitute and form one grand house of mercy: a house
erected to display and to perpetuate the riches of the Father's free
grace, of the Son's atoning merit, and of the Holy Ghost's efficacious
agency. This house, contrary to the fate of all sublunary buildings,
will never fall down, nor ever be taken down. As nothing can be
added to it, so nothing can be diminished from it. Fire cannot injure
it; storms cannot overthrow it; age cannot impair it. It stands on
a rock, and is immovable as the rock on which it stands: the threefold
rock of God's inviolable decree, of Christ's finished redemption, and of
the Spirit's never-failing faithfulness. God is neither an unwise, a
feeble, nor a capricious architect. He does not form a wretched
scheme, liable to be frustrated, and which will hardly hang together
at best; but all is well-ordered; all is everlasting; all is sure; and
nothing consigned to after-thought or peradventure. God having
irreversibly drawn His plan, and Christ having completely accomplished
the redeeming work assigned Him, the sacred Spirit has only to breathe
upon the hearts of His people in effectual calling, give them faith,
imbue them with inward holiness, preserve and increase the holiness
He communicates, lead them forth in the paths of outward duty and
obedience, exercise them with desertions, visit them with His comforts,
keep them from falling, or restore them when fallen, seal them to the
day of Christ, and carry- them safely through death to heaven.
Thus, mercy shall be built up for ever. And as surely as this book
is the book of God; as surely as the Spirit of God inspired it, and
inclined David to write these words; so surely is that a truth which
the words themselves convey. No part of salvation is left at sixes
and sevens; but the whole is a plan, which does honour to infinite
wisdom; a plan, conceived and hid in the all-wise mind of God from
eternal ages, but afterwards externally made known in the written
Word, or Gospel of grace; and savingly unfolded in the souls of men,
when the blessed Spirit begins to turn us from darb.'"Iless to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God.
I was, yesterday, at'some little distance from town, and received a
very refined entertainment, in going over a most superb and elegant
mansion, which both within and without exhibited such a combination
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of magnificence, beauty, and perfection of taste, that I could not help
feeling a curiosity to know how long that masterly edifice was in
building; and on being informed that it was both founded and finished
within the compass of ten months only, I could not help observing to
some friends who were with me, that if human art and human hands
could rear so transcendent a fabric as this in so short a space, why
should we think it strange that Jesus Christ was able to finish, and that
He actually did finish, the fabric of man's salvation in a course of three·
and-thirty years ~
Blessed be God, our salvation is a finished work. It neither needs
nor will admit of supplement. And here let us remember that when
we talk of a finished salvation we mean that complete and infallibly
effectual redemption, accomplished by the propitiatory merit of Christ's
own personal obedience and of Christ's own personal sufferings; both
one and the other of which have that infinite perfection of atoning and
of justifying efficacy, that it is utterly out of our power to add anything to the merit or validity of either. Every individual of mankind,
for whom Christ obeyed, and for whom He bled, shall most certainly
be saved by His righteousness and death, not one of the redeemed
number excepted, seeing Christ has paid, completely paid, the debt of
perfect obedience and of penal suffering; so that Divine justice must
become unjust ere it be possible for a single soul to perish for all or any
.of those debts which Christ took upon Himself to discharge, and which
He has absolutely discharged accordingly.
Arminianism cannot digest this grand Bible-truth. Hence, that
poor, dull, blind creature, Bishop Taylor, tells us somewhere, if I
mistake not, that" We are to atone for our great sins by weeping;
and for our little sins by fighting." If our sins have no other atonement than this, we shall go on weeping, and wailing, and gnashing our
teeth, to all eternity. But, thanks to Divine grace, the work of atonement is not now to do. Christ has already put away our sins, by the
sacrifice of Himself. We are acqnitted from gnilt, and reconciled to
God, not by our own tears, but by the precious blood of Jesus Christ,
as of a lamb without spot or blemish: not our own sighs, and tears,
and sorrows; but the humiliation, the agony, the bloody sweat, and
the bitter death of Him Who did no sin, of Him who was found in
fashion as a man, and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the Cross; these, and these alone, are the propitiation for our sins.
And as surely as Christ obeyed, as surely as Christ expired, as surely
as He rose again, as surely as He intercedes for all the people of His
love, so certainly will they all, first and last, be enabled to siug of His
faithfulness to all generations, and of that mercy which shall be built
up for ever in their full, free, and final glorification.
This is farther confirmed by those words of the Psalmist, "Thy
faithfulness shalt Thou establish in the very heavens." As much as to
say: "When all Thy chosen, redeemed, and converted people are
assembled round Thy throne, then Thou wilt, in the very heavens,
give an everlasting proof of Thy everlasting faithfulness." So far
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will God he from leaving His people to perish in their passage through
the wilderness of life, or through the river of death, that He will present
them all, faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.
God·loves His jewels too well, and Christ bought them at too dear a
rate, and the Holy Spirit polishes them with too much attention, either
to throw them away or to lose them at last. No, they shall be made
up; their number shall be accomplished; and in their glorification
will the whole Trinity be glorified.
Now, after surveying some of the branches, let us look at the
grand root from whence they spring. Having taken a cursory view
of these streams by which the Church of God is enriched unto salvation,
let us endeavour to contemplate them in their great source and head.
That you will find in verse the third, where God the Father says, " I
have made a Covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David My
servant, Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to
all generations." Do you suppose that this was spoken to David, in
his own person only 1 No, indeed; but to David as the antitype,
figure, and forerunner of Jesus Christ. Hence, the Septuagint version
renders it, I have covenanted with My elect people, or with My chosen
ones: i.e., with them in Christ, and with Christ in their name. I have
sworn unto David My servant, unto the Messiah, who was typified
by David; unto My co-eternal Son, who stipulated to take on Himself
the form of a servant; Thy seed, i.e., all those whom I have given to
thee in the decree of election, all those whom Thou shalt live and die
to redeem, these will I establish for ever, so as to render their salvation
irreversible and inamissible; and build up Thy throne, Thy mediatorial
throne, as King of saints, and Covenant Head of the elect, to all
generations: there shall always be a succession of favoured sinners' to
be called and sanctified, in consequence of Thy federal obedience unto
death; and every period of time shall recompense Thy Covenantsufferings with an increasing revenue of converted souls, until as many
as are ordained to eternal life are gathered in.
Observe, here, that when Christ received this promise from the
Father, concerning the establishment of His [i.e., of Christ's] throne
to all generations, the plain meaning is, that His people shall be thus
established; for, consider Christ in His divine capacity as the Son of
God, and His throne was already established, and had been from
everlasting; and would have continued to be established without end,
even if He had never been incarnate at all. Therefore, the promise
imports that Christ shall reign, not simply as a Person in the Godhead
(which He ever did, anti ever will, and ever must), but relatively,
mediatorially, and in His office-character, as the Deliverer and King
of Zion. Hence it follows that His people cannot be lost; for He
would be a poor sort of king who had, or might have, no subjects to
reign over. Consequently, that throne of glory on which Christ sits
is already encircled in part, and will at last be completely surrounded,
and made still more glorious, by that innumerable company, that
general assembly and Church of the firstborn, who are written in
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heaven; for the remission of whose sins His blood was shed; for the
justification of whose persons His righteousness was wrought; for the
preservation of whom in a state of grace His intercession is still
carried on in heaven; and to recover and retrieve whom from the
personal dishonours of sin the Holy Spirit comes down, and takes up
His abode in their hearts, nor will ever cease from His gracious guardianship until He has sanctified them into the kingdom of God.
Well may the Psalmist add, "And the heavens shall praise Thy
wonders, 0 Lord; Thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the
saints." What are we here to understand by the heavens 1 I should
suppose the primary inhabitants of heaven; namely, the angels of
light. Electing goodness, redeeming mercy, sanctifying grace, and
preserving power, so beneficently exhibited in the salvation of fallen
man, are wonders even to the very angels themselves. But are angels
the only beings who shall wonder at this display of love 1 No;" Thy
faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints." In the congregation
of believing saints below, and of glorified saints above. For saints
and angels, in the great result of things, when the transactions of
grace and providence shall be unfolded and clearly laid open to the
delighted view; at that august period saints and angels, the redeemed
and the unredeemed (but both elected, the one as well as the other)
spirits that were always unembodied, and saints whose souls were for
a time dislodged from the body in consequence of original sin, but who
shall receive their bodies again in the resurrection of the just; all
these, when they stand and shine above, shall join in casting their
crowns, and in striking their golden lyres to the praises of Him Who has
loved His people, and redeemed them unto God by His blood.
Time will not allow me to consider, as I designed, all the preliminary
verses which lead to the text. Enough, I hope, has been observed to
justify the declaration with which the text begins: "Blessed are the
people that know the joyful sound!" awfully intimating that there
are some who sit within the sphere of this joyful sound, but who know
it, feel it, and enjoy it not. It is, to them, a vox, d prreterea nihil: a
sound, and no more than a sound. But the blessedness results, to
those who know the joyful sound, and whose believing souls can say,
The free blessings of the Gospel are all our salvation, and all our desire.
It is a very common thing, when we talk of knowing the things that
belong to our spiritual and eternal peace, for unconverted people to
cry out, "Oh, how presumptuous you are!" I totally deny the
charge. It is not presumptuous to take God at His word, and to
believe and be sure that there shall be a performance of the things
which are spoken and promised by the Lord. Thus, when God avers
to the penitent sinner, "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy
transgressions for My own sake, and will not'remember thy sius" ;
it is not humility, but presumption itself, and the very quintessence of
unbelief, that bids us put a negative on God's solemn asseveration, and
induces us to question whether He will indeed make good His promise.
I am firmly of opinion that the man who reads and professes to believe
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the Bible must have a large stock of assurance, in the worst sense of
the word (i.e., of audaciousness and effrontery), if he ventures to deny
that assurance, in the best sense of the word, or a clear perception and
conviction of interest in God's pardoning love, is the possible privilege
of Christ's converted people. These will certainly concur with David
in pronouncing them blessed who know the joyful sound; who know
it when they hear it, and who know it for themselves; whose hearts
have been ploughed up by the Spirit of God to receive the Gospel-seed;
and in whom it springs into righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost. This, and this alone, comes up to the full idea of knowing
the joyful sound. Hence we may learn who the persons are that know
it indeed. Not Church of England people, in exclusion of others; not
Romanists; not members of the Church of Scotland; nor, in short,
the partizans of anyone denomination in particular. But the, many
individuals who, through grace, are enabled to know the joyful sound,
are those whom God takes out of all these and other denominations,
to be a people for His name: to wit, the elect of every age, place, and
party. All God's converted, all His ~epenting, all His believing, all
His obeying people, through the whole extent of the earth, from under
one end of the heavens to the other; all whose hearts are touched by
the attractive power of His Divine Spirit, are the people that know the
joyful sound.
The joyful sound of what 1 Of that 'free grace which it is the
business of God's ministers to proclaim, saying, "Peace, peace, to him
that is far off, and to him that is near." That joyful sound which says,
"Ho, everyone (without exception of time, or place, or person) ho,
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters" of life, joy, and
salvation. But observe that even this is not a universal call. God
forbid that I should be misunderstood by any who hear me this day.
Do not imagine that I am hoisting the Arminian colours, and hanging
out the false Arminian flag. No, by no means. I suppose there is
hardly a more definite call in all God's Word than that which I quoted
last. But then, take notice, it is addressed only to those that thirst:
i.e., to those who so far know the joyful sound as to wish for an
experimental participation of the blessings it proclaims. It would be
frivolous to call them to the waters who do not thirst. It would be
ridiculous mockery, should we invite the dead to sit down at table, and
lay 'a plate and knife and fork before them, and ask them why they
will not eat 1 The plain fact is, they cannot eat or drink. They must
be made alive ere they can have so much as an appetite to either.
There is a passage, very frequently, but very idly, insisted upon by
the Arminians, as if it were a hammer which would, at one stroke,
crush the whole fabric of free grace to powder. The passage is, "Why
will ye die, 0 house of Israel 1 " But it so happens that the death
here alluded to is neither spiritual death nor eternal death, as
abundantly appears from the whole tenor of the chapter. The death
intended by the prophet is a political death, a death of national
prosperity, tranquillity, and security. And the sense of the question
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is, fairly and precisely, this: What is it that makes you in love with
captivity, banishment, and civil ruin? Abstinence from the worship
of images might, as a people, exempt you from those calamities, and
once more render you a respectable nation. Are the miseries of public
devastation so very alluring, so as to attract your determined pursuit?
Why will ye die? die as the house of Israel; and considered as a
political body? Thus reasonably did the prophet argue the case.
Adding, at the same time, this no less reasonable declaration: "As I
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of him that
dieth. Wherefore, turn yourselves, and live ye." Which imports these
two things: (1) That the national captivity of the Jews added nothing
to the happiness of God. It brought Him no accession, either of
profit or pleasure. And I should wonder much if (philosophically
speaking) anything whatever could add to the Divine felicity, which is
already infinite, and consequently insusceptible of augmentation.
(2) That, if the Jews turned from idolatry, and flung away their images,
they should not die in a foreign hostile country, but live peaceably in
their own land, and enjoy their liberties as an independent people.
And now what has all this to do with the blessings of grace and
glory! No more than it has to do with Gog and Magog. Would it
not be very absurd, if I was to stand in a churchyard, and say to the
dead bodies there interred, "Why will ye die ?" Nor, in my idea,
would it be less so were I to ask a spiritually dead sinner, " Why wilt
thou die?" Alas, he is dead already: and to put such a question to
one in such a state would be, in reality, to ask a man who is already
fallen in Adam (as every man is), Why wilt thou fall in Adam! Let
Arminians rant in this manner, if they think fit. They shall, for me,
have all the ranting, unenvied and unrivalled, to themselves. I think
it will not bear water.
Quite a different thing is the joyful sound of Gospel grace. It
imparts life to the dead, and health to the living. "You hath He
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." And, says God,
concerning His quickened Church, "I will [not tantalize her with an
empty offer; but actually] bring it health and cure." Regeneration
gives spiritual life, and sanctification gives spiritual health to the soul.
How is spiritual health evidenced to ourselves and others? Not by
lolling in the elbow chair of sloth; but by abounding in the work of the
Lord. For, however some people may call us Antinomians (as Christ
Himself and the apostles were so called before us, by the unblushing
Pharisees of that age), and falsely accuse our good conversation,
as though we were enemies to the moral law; we are so far from
it, that (I aver it boldly, and let any contradict me if they can) we,
who believe salvation to be the absolute gift of grace, are the only
people that assert the due honours of the law, and establish its authority
on an unshaken basis.
1. We assert its honours, by considering it as a transcript of God's
own holiness; as absolutely perfect in all its requisitions; as the
invariable standard of moral excellency; as the sublime rule by which
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Christ Himself adjusted His own matchless obedience; and as the
schoolmaster which, in subserviency to the Holy Spirit's influence,
prepares us (by the severity of its discipline) for the reception of Christ,
and for hearing, to good purpose, that sound of Gospel grace which is
joyful only to those whom the law, thus viewed, has instrumentally
convinced of sin.
2. We establish its authority by grafting our obedience to it upon
the never-dying principle of love to Christ; by aiming at practical
conformity to its precepts, as the grand visible evidence of our part in
God's election and in the Messiah's redemption; by believing and
asserting that it still remains in full force, and will so remain while the
sun and moon endure, as the rule of our moral walk, and by beseeching
God the Holy Ghost to write it upon our hearts accordingly. For
whatever is absolutely of moral obligation is, and· must be, in its very
nature, irrepealable.
Thus does the joyful sound proclaim the majesty, and even add to
the sanctions, of the moral law. To fulfil the whole righteousness of
that law, and to endure its awful penalty, as a Covenant of Works, the
Son of God Most High bowed the heavens and came down. To make
His ransomed people love that law, as a directory of conduct, and to
make them actually transcribe its maxims into their lives, as a medium
of their conformity to God, the uncreated Spirit descends upon their
souls as a dove, and works in them, both to will and to do.
But still we must consider the law as in the hand of Christ; and
remember, that the love of God, graciously shed abroad in the heart,
is that only acceptable principle from which believers act.
Now, that joyful sound, which the people are pronounced blessed
who know, consists greatly in what the Word of God brings to light
concerning that eternal purpose of electing grace which He purposed
in Christ Jesus oil!' Lord. For, notwithstanding the profane endeavours
of some to misrepresent that great and precious truth as a gloomy,
uncomfortable' doctrine, they whose eyes God has enlightened, and
they whose hearts God has touched, know that it is not a gloomy, but
a joyful sound; and all their heart's desire is, Oh, that I might, with
more unclouded faith, behold my name shining in the Lamb's Book of
Life! Christ Himself, that great Preacher of predestination, and Who
certainly was a competent judge of the question in hand, considered
election as a heart-reviving doctrine, or He would have never commanded His disciples to rejoice because their names are written in
heaven. Whoever professes to preach the Gospel without taking
absolute election into the account, that minister turns his back upon
the tree of life, quenches one of the capital lights which he ought to
elevate on a candlestick, and withholds from his people the very root
and essence of the joyful sound.
What is free remission of sin, through the precious blood and
atonement of Jesus Christ? What is unconditional and irreversible
justification, through Christ's righteousness imputed? What is that
truth which tells US that the Spirit of Christ is the renewer, the
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inhabitant, the illuminator, and the everlasting comforter of God's
children 1 What is that word which assures us that _the Lord will not
turn away from the people of His love, nor suffer them finally to turn
away from Him, but that He will seal them His for ever, and preserve
them through life and death to glory, though every step they take upon
earth is paved with snares, and, if left to themselves a moment, down
they must fall into the nethermost hell! What is the continued
advocacy of Christ, whereby He wears His priesthood upon His throne
and intercedes for His militant people, so that, while they are
travelling, or fighting, or fainting, He is praying, by the perpetual
presentation of Himself before God, as a lamb newly slain 1 What are
the promises which relate to the succour, support, and deliverance of
the soul in death, which ensure a' bodily resurrection to glory, honour,
and immortality, and which ascertain the endless beatification of soul
and body together in the kingdom of God 1 What, I say, are all these,
but so many parts and branches of the joyful sound 1 And a joyful
sound it is. God make it such to us !
Was the matter left in the hand of our free will, the joyful sound
would soon darken into a dismal one. We should never come into a
state of grace at all. And if God was to put us into -it, and then resign
us to our own management, we should quickly make shipwreck of
everything. Adam, in the state of innocence, did not probably stand
twenty-four hours. And how should the believer, who is in a mixed
state of sin and grace, and in whom are the company of two armies,
flesh and spirit, at perpetual war with each other, how could such a
person possibly continue, even for four-and-twenty minutes, if the
same Almighty love which put him into the Covenant did not keep
him in it 1
A good man of the last century says, and with great truth, "The
strongest believer of us all is like a glass without a foot, which cannot
stand one moment longer than it is held." And our Lord had a
similar view of the matter when He declared that He holds all His
sheep in His hand: as much as to say, "Was I to leave you for an
instant, down you would fall: therefore I hold you fast, and none
shall pluck thee out of My hand."
o how comfortable is it when the Lord makes these truths known,
by His Spirit, to the heart 1 How blessed are the people that thus
know the joyful sound! who can see that God .has loved them in His
Son; who can feel that Christ died for them, to be their everlasting
peace; who are satisfied that their peace is not now to make, but
was completely made and sealed by the precious blood of His cross,'
ages and ages before they drew their breath; who are sweetly
assured that the Holy Spirit, Who has begun to show them the great
things of Christ, will go on more clearly to show them that He will
never leave them nor forsake them, in life, in death, nor even at their
journey's end! This is that joyful sound which. God enables His
people to know. And what is the consequence of knowing it 1
Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound. Wherefore are
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they blessed, or happy? And in what does their blessedness consist?
"They shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance." As much
as to say, We need but know this joyful sound to be happy; we need
but know what it is to be loved, chosen, redeemed, and sanctified from
among men; and then that knowledge will cause us to walk upon our
high places, and to triumph in the name of the Lord our God. We
shall bask in the smile, we shall enjoy the sunshine of God's countenance
upon our souls.
What is the meaning of that phrase, " They shall walk in the light
of Thy countenance"? Suppose any great personage was to patronize
some obscure man, and favour him with his peculiar intimacy and
friendship. It would, in that case, be natural for us to say, "Such a
person is greatly countenanced by this or that nobleman." So here,
" They shall walk in the light of Thy countenance"; i.e., they shall
be, sensibly, in the favour of God. They shall enjoy comfortable
communion and fellowship with God. They shall have a satisfactory
persuasion that the Lord is at peace with them, through the blood of
Christ; and that, being justified by faith, they also are, on their part,
at peace with the Lord. They receive the atonement (for the true
business of faith is, not to make atonement, but simply to receive and
rest upon Christ's atonement, already made, and which faith itself does
not render more efficacious than it intrinsically is). Sometimes the
tide of assurance roIls in so richly upon the soul as to rise quite (if I
may so speak) to high-water mark, and not to leave so much as the
shadow of a doubt upon the mind. When it is thus with the believer,
he may be eminently said to walk in the light of God's countenance.
Faith looks within the vail. The interposing scene opens. We almost
hear the angels sing. We almost see the souls of the glorified do homage
to grace, and throw their crowns at the Divine footstool. We almost
behold the King of saints in His beauty, shining as the Lamb in the
midst of the throne. Precious moments these! But soon the scene
closes. We descend from the mountain top, and find ourselves again
in the valley.
If God, however, has not yet given you any assurance of His love, do
not imagine that you are, therefore, an alien and an outcast. For I
imagine, that God's countenance, or favour, and the light of His
countenance or the clear and comfortable knowledge of His favour,
are two distinguishable things. God may bear a favour to us, He may
love us, and be resolved to save us, and yet not indulge us with the
immediate light of His countenance. But of one thing I am as clearly
positive as that I am now preaching in the Lock Chapel; namely,
that none whose hearts are at all wrought upon by the finger of God's
Spirit can sit down, quite easily and contentedly, without wishing to
experience what the light of God's countenance means. Their desire
is to know it, to walk in it, and to walk worthy of it.
Have you never observed, after the sun has been shining, perhaps,
for hours together, a diffusing mist has arisen from the earth, or a
floating cloud has interposed in the sky, and shaded the grand luminary
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from your view ~ yet, in reality, the sun still shone as before, though
your sensation of its lustre was suspended. Thus, in the darkest
seasons of spiritual distress God's countenance, or favour, is still
toward you for good, and shines, not only with inextinguishable, but
also with undiminishable intenseness. Is it not, however, a most
desirable felicity, to see and to feel the light of His face, beaming full
upon us, as the sun when it goeth forth in its might 1 This is what the
Apostle means when he says: "God, Who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give us the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God [i.e., to enlighten us into the knowledge of the Father's glorious grace, as exhibited] in the person [and
as displayed in the finished salvation] of Jesus Christ." And this is
likewise what the Psalmist means in the text: "They shall walk, 0
Lord, in the light of Thy countenance."
Do you ask, "How is this happy communion with God to be
attained 1" I answer: that it is not of human attainment, but of .
the Holy Spirit's vouchsafement. Whence David elsewhere prays,
." Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us."
Do you farther ask how this sweet illumination and fellowship
are to be sought, and cultivated, and cherished ~ I answer: that
the wisdom, and the will of God, and that orderly concatenation of one
blessing with another, which He has established in His Covenant of
Grace, all concur to assure us that if we wish to enjoy the unintercepted
rays of His presence within, we must cultivate holiness, abound in
good works, be much in God's company by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving, drink continually at the fountain of His written
'Word, and converse frequently, and compare experiences with others
of God's children; more especially with such of them as are either
eminently lively or remarkably exercised with desertions. Such
conversations are always profitable, and often make our hearts burn
within us, while we mutually unfold the Scriptures, and speak one to
another concerning the things which pertain to the kingdom of God.
The sick and the dying beds of Christ's people are, in a very eminent
degree, schools of instruction and consolation. I have often gone to
them as cold (spiritually speaking) as a stone, and returned from them
half as warm as an angel.
In one word, communion with God requires that we be found in all
the means of grace, and in the way of uuiversal duty, and that we shun
as we would poison or the plague, whatever tends to cast a damp upon
our intercourse with the Holy Ghost, to tarnish our graces, or darken
our evidences. Were you to find that even the crossing of a straw
was conducive to bring a cloud upon your soul, and to obstruct your
fellowship with God, it would be as much your duty to abstain from
crossing that straw as if "Thou shalt not cross a straw" was one of the
ten commandments. But in all these respects every man must judge
for himself in particular. God has generally connected good with
good, and evil with evil. If, therefore, you are suffered to be off your
guard, and off your watch, though you cannot (if you are a true believer)
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so fall as to break your neck, yet you may break your limbs in such
a manner as to go halting to the day of your death. The Lord graciously
" strengthen such as do stand," and effectually" raise up them that
fall," by making both these and those more ardently and more
practically careful than ever to walk in the light of His countenance!
For, surely, next to the love of God's heart believers value the smiles
of His face; from which, as from the agency of the sun, arise the
buddings of conscious joy, the leaves of unsullied profession, the
variegated blossom of holy tempers, and the beneficent fruits of moral
righteousness.
They are totally mistaken who suppose that the light of God's
countenance, and the privileges of the Gospel, and the comforts of the
Spirit, conduce to make us indolent and inactive in the way of duty.
The text cuts up this surmise by the roots. For it does not say, They
shall sit down in the light of Thy countenance, or, They shall lie down
in the light of Thy countenance, but They shall walk in the light of Thy
countenance. What is walking ~ It is a progressive motion from
one point of space to another. And what is that holy walking which
God's Spirit enables all His people to observe ~ It is a continued,
progressive motion, from sin to holiness, from all that is evil to every
good word and work.
And the self-same light of God's countenance, in which you, 0
believer, are enabled to walk, and which at first gave you spiritual feet
wherewith to walk, will keep you in a walking and in a working state,
to the end of your warfare, so that your path shall, under the shinings
of His Spirit (for we can do nothing but as He vouchsafes His grace
from moment to moment) wax brighter and brighter, to the perfect
day. The truly righteous shall hold on in his course; and he that
hath clean hands shall grow stronger and stronger. Nor shall they
only walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance; they shall also,
at times, even run and not be weary: namely, when they are eminently
drawn of God. Draw us, and we will run after Thee.
Though God finds all His children still-born, or spiritually dead,
before He has quickened them by His own effectual power and grace,
yet He makes them alive, in order that they may live afterwards to His
honour and glory. He lifts up the light of His countenance upon the
human mind, with a view analogous to that for which He causes the
light of the natural sun to rise upon the world. To what end does the
sun shine upon us in a morning ~ Not that we may continue to close
our eyelids, and press all day the bed of indolence; but that we may
be up and doing. And why does the light of God's Spirit shine inwardly
upon His people 1 That they may arise and walk in the light of His
countenance, and work the works of God while it is day, as Jesus
Christ gave them example: walk becomingly of Him, who has ealled
them to glory and virtue. For, it is not holy talking, but holy walking,
that proves us to be children of God.
Yet, after we have done as much, and have walked as far in the ways
of God as His grace has enabled us, what is the subject-matter of our
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confidence and rejoicing? Not ourselves, nor our own performances,
but the free mercy of the Father, and the all-perfect merit of Him that
died and rose again. As good Mr. Hervey asks, " Can our charitable
deeds expiate our innumerable offences? As soon might a drop of
fresh water correct and sweeten the unfathomable brine of the ocean.
Can our defective performances satisfy the demands of a perfect law,
or our wandering devotions screen us from the displeasure of an injured
God? As well may our uplifted hand eclipse the sun, or intercept the
lightning, when it darts through the bursting cloud. We can be
reconciled to God only by Jesus Christ." It is the sweet employ of
faith to do as many good works as she can, and to renounce them as
fast as she does them, saying, "Lord, when saw we Thee hungry, and
fed Thee ? " etc.
(To be c(mtinWJd.)

THE FORTHCOllUNG CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
IN pursuance of our annual custom, we reproduce this month the
circular announcing the Clifton Conference. The subject selected is
one that should command the warmest interest of God's dear people,
and rally them in large numbers at Bristol in October. In the meantime fervent prayer should ascend for the outpouring of the Spirit.
[THE INVITATION CIRCULAR.]
3, BERKELEY, SQUARE, CLIFTON,
BRISTOL, August, 1907.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
The sparing mercy of our God affords me the privilege of again
inviting your presence at the CLIFrON CoNFERENCE. The fony-fifth
of these hallowed conventions of believers will, if the LORD permit,
be held in the VICTORIA ROOMS, CLIFTON, on TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1st and 2nd.
After waiting upon God to know His will regarding the selection of
a subject for the consideration of the assembled brethren, my mind
has been led to decide upon one which, like that of last Conference,
is of a distinctly experimental character.
We are living in times when religious speculation and criticism
have largely usurped concern for the realities of the actual spiritual
life. The head rather than the heart occupies the ruling place in
present-day religion. The" New Theology," while it entertains the
intellect and indulges the imagination, provides nothing to satisfy
the experimental necessities of the "new man in CHRIST JESUS."
If the living bread be asked for by those who hunger after righteousness,
New Theology has nothing better to offer than the cold, dead stone of
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Rationalism. The personal, soul-satisfying CHRIST-GoD incarnate,
IMMANUEL-is wholly absent from the" Gospel" of modern Arianism.
" They have taken away my LORD, and I know not where they have
laid Him "-is therefore the sorrowful lament of every true-hearted
disciple of " JESUS, the SON of GOD" (Heb. iv. 14).
The CLITION CoNFERENCE, as most of my dear friends know, was
founded by the late beloved Rev. S. A. WALKER, to minister help,
counsel, and comfort to true believers in their spiritual warfare; and
the marked blessing of GOD the HOLY GHOST has continued to rest
upon these meetings of the FATHER'S united family. It may, therefore,
be prayerfully anticipated that the Divine favour will be graciously
vouchsafed in October, for it is a good and pleasant thing to the heart
of their GOD when His children dwell together in unity (Ps. cxxxiii. 1),
and seek by exhortation and fellowship to build up one another on
their" most holy faith" (Jude 20). Believers are common partakers
in a life-long warfare against the world, the flesh, and the devil. They
are therefore debtors to minister encouragement to one another in
the conflict. It is profitable and stimulating to "speak often one to
another" (Mal. iii. 16) of the conflicts, conquests, and compensations
of the Church's militant vocation. And so, dear brethren, I have felt
led to ask my fellow-soldiers in the LORD to come together at Clifton
this autumn to contemplate:"THE BELIEVER IN CHRIST" ;

considered under two aspects(a) The Oonflicts of his Faith (1 Tim. vi. 12): and
(b) The Victories of his Faith (1 John v. 4).
When the Apostle PAUL summarized his spiritual life and designated
its character, he wrote: "I have fought a good fight" (2 Tim. iv. 7) ;
and when he sought to stimulate young TIMOTHY, his "own son in
the Faith," he exhorted him, " Fight the good fight of faith " (1 Tim.
vi. 12). The" panoply," or whole armour of GOD, provided and
fitted on by the HOLY SPIRIT, is a great reality, because the believer's
warfare against sin is a great reality. The devil, the world, and the
flesh, are enemies with whom no truce or compromise may be made.
Mighty, crafty, and relentless forces oppose every step the believer
takes in his march through a world that lies in the WICKED ONE.
If he is to come off "more than conqueror," it can only be by faith
in the inconquerable CAPTAIN of his Salvation. Let us, then, rally
together under the banner of His truth, and gather ourselves unto His
feet, to receive fresh strength and cheer for the days of conflict to
come. We have His sure Covenant promises; let us "prove" Him
therewith: "They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint" (Is. xl. 31); "The people
that do know their GOD shall be strong, and do exploits" (Dan. xi.
32); "This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by
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might, nor by power, but by My SPIRIT, saith the LORD of hosts.
Who art thou, 0 great mountain ~ before Zerubbabel thou shalt
become a plain: and He shall bring forth the head-stone thereof with
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it" (Zech. iv. 6, 7); "This is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" (1 Jno. v. 4) ;
" Ye are of GOD, little children, and have overcome them:· because
greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world" (1 Jno. iv. 4) ;
" And they overcame him by the blood of the LAMB, and by the word
of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death"
(Rev. xii. 11) ; "Thanks be to GOD, which giveth us the victory through
our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (1 Cor. xv. 57); "He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the SPIRIT saith unto the Churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" (Rev. ii. 11); "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the LORD,
the righteous JUDGE, shall give me at that day: and not to me only,
but tmto all them also that love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 8).
" Brethren, pray for us."
Believe me, with much love in CHRIST J ESOS,
Yours to serve for His sake,
JAMES ORIIHSTON.
Redor 0/ M ar-y-le-Port.
NOTES.
1. Preliminary Prayer Meetings.-Our local friends will kindly note
that MEETINGS for PRAYER will be held at the VICTORIA ROOMS (D.V.)
on the three FRIDAY EVENINGS preceding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock,
viz., September 13th, 20th, and 27th. There will also be a MEETING
for Prayer on MONDAY EVENING, September 30th, at 7.30 o'clock,
to ask the LORD'S blessing on ourselves and others, and that, as
the fruit of the Conference, GOD'S work in and through us may be
abundantly prospered.
2. Early Morning Prayer Meetings.-AN EARLY MORNING PRAYER
MEETING (at 7 o'clock) will be held at the VICTORIA ROOMS on each
0/ the two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be closed not
later than 8 a.m. The presence of the LORD'S "remembrancers"
at these meetings is specially desired.
3. Bible Readings.-A BIBLE READING will be conducted at 3 o'clock
on the TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY. (Particulars hereafter.)
4. Afternoon Meetings.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the principal
meetings will be devoted to BIllLE READINGS, PRAYER Jl,1EETINGS,
HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY ADDRESSES, and to other efforts
for the furtherance of the LORD'S WORK throughout the world.
5. Requests for Prayer and Thanksgiving must in all cases be authenticated by the name and address 0/ the sender. Anonymous communica·
tions cannot, for obvious reasons, be recognized. The name of the
sender will, of course, be treated c'onfidentially. All communications
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should be addressed: "To the CONVENER of the Clifton Conference,
3, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol."
6. The Lord's Supper.-At 7 o'clock on THURSDAY EVENING,
October 3rd, a SPECIAL CoMMUNION SERVICE will be held, and the
CONFERENCE SERMON preached by the Rev. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Julian's, Shrewsbury. (Particulars hereafter.)
7. Hymn Boolcs.-Copies of the HYMNS used at all the meetings will
. be on sale at the doors, price One Penny.
8. Reserved Seats.-Friends desirous of securing RESERVED SEATS
(Stalls) for the four Conference Meetings can obtain tickets, pric
2s. 6d. each, on application (by post or personally) to the Hall-keeper,
Mr. MONTGOMERY, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan of the
seats is now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are ready;
and early applICation, to prevent disappointment, is advised.
9. Proposed Report 01 the Gonlerence.-A full REPORT of the Conference, the Addresses being revised by the Speakers, will be published
(price One Shilling) if written orders (not money) be left at the doors
of the Victoria Rooms, during the Conference, or sent to THE PRINTERS,
THE CARLYLE PRESS, 52, Park Row, Bristol, for not lewer than 700
copies. Printed Order Forms may be obtained at the bookstall.
Expenses 01 Gonlerence.-The total expenses amount to about £60.
No collections are made at the meetings, but Boxes are placed at the
doors to receive the willing offerings of those who value the privileges
of the Conference. The CONVENER and several local friends also
receive Donations. ." Freely ye have received, freely give" (Matt.
x. 8).
***All communications having reference to the CONFERENCE should
be addressed to: THE CONVENER of CLIFTON CONFERENCE, 3, Berkeley
Square, Clifton, BRISTOL.
======

How comfortable are the Apostle's words in 1 Cor. x. 13. He tells
us that (Md, Whose eye is all the time on His people for good will, while
He appoints their temptations, at the same time make provision that
they shall be able to bear them. No strange thing happens to them
when they find themselves subjects of murmuring, rebellion, and
idolatry. Their trials are co=on to man. May they not then fear
when they read that with" many of them God was not well pleased."
Indeed there would be no room for hope, if it were not that for His
own children God has made a way of escape. With His elect in Christ
God is ever" well pleased," but it is for His righteousness' sake. The
Lord Jesus is the way in Whom alone we are welcome, and more than
'welcome, to God; for" we are in no wise better than they." He is
the way of escape, the blessed rest and refreshing for those who, with
Spirit-given faith, have fled to Him for refuge: they pour out their
hearts to Him, cast their care upon Him, and for a little while rejoice
in the temptations of the narrow way.-Anon.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XIIT.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Coljtinued from page 468.)

IT may be well to anticipate some later chapters of this monumental
work on the Covenants of God, and so to come forth at once under
the shining glory of the grace which so pre-eminently distinguishes
the Abrahamic Covenant, and which is so blessedly reflected in the
fourth chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. Alas, that that
excellent brightness should have been so constantly veiled and dulled
by the perversions of false doctrine! It is not without significance
that the very Epistle which contains the greatest Divine argument for
the free justification of the soul in Christ alone by grace and through
faith, was delivered to that very Church from which afterwards arose
the anti-Christian apostasy, with its denial-formulated in the Iridentine Canons with their anathemas attached-of the very doctrine
which it was the whole purpose of that Canonical writing to declare
and to defend.
The doctrine of the Reformation is absolutely clear and definite:
that the justification of the soul, quickened into "the faith of the
operation of God, "neither does nor can consist in anything inherent
in the soul, even though wrought therein by the Divine grace; not in
imparted grace, nor in faith, which, if of the Spirit of life-" the faith
of God's elect "-is itself of the nature of grace imparted and bestowed,
but in the obedience and righteousness of Jesus Christ our Lord-" the
Lord our Righteousness "-stands the justification of everyone who
" believeth unto righteousness."
This was taught from the earliest times* of the Christian faith, and in
mediffival times the two witnesses of the Apocalypse blamned this
truth upon the banner of their Testimonyt. Even in the Latin Church
many taught no other doctrine. One short and epigrammatic sentence
of the famous Bernard of Clairvaux deserves to be written in gold. It
is taken out of his treatise upon grace. "Good works," he says, for
this is the meaning of the word used, are "m:a regni, non causa
regnandi "-" The way to the Kingdom, not the cause of our receiving
therein the crown" of a blessed Immortality_ (Comp. Titus iii. 4-8,
and 2 Tim. iii. 8, also Eph. ii. 8-1O.)
• Cf. the Epistle of Polyearp, to the Philippian Chureh (e.i.): also the first
(genuine) Epistle of Clement, 11 Ad Cor." c. 32, and the" Epistle to Diognetus."
e.9.
t Cf. Elliott, "Horre Apoc." Vol. 1., ch. 7 and n. 7. It Were much to be
desired that this great work might be revised, brought up to date, and republished.
It might be abbreviated with advantage.
3S

546

The Gospel M agazin(.

This is the impregnable citadel of grace and truth, into which the
Church of the Reformation re-entered in the re-assertion of "the
Gospel preached before unto Abraham" (Gal. iii. 8), the precious
Gospel of the righteousness of God in Jesus Christ, according to the
eternal Covenant of Grace and Faith revealed unto" the Father of all
ihe faithful" (Gen. xv. 6, xvii. 7; Heb. oriii. 20).
Our devout author applies himself to answer the impassioned cry of
Job, the patriarch: "How shall a man be just with God? "-an
enquiry that becomes of the most infinite and vital concern to every
quickened soul-in other words: In what does the righteousness of
all those who are justified consist? And he proceeds to refute by
the testimony of Holy Scripture (first) that perversion of the doctrine
of truth, which, after the constant manner of heresy, pleads the very
words of Scripture, as if to set Scripture at variance with itself, and
by the words of the Divine truth to destroy the truth of the Divine
Word. Oh, how fatal a weapon in the hand of a carnal and perverted
wisdom may the Divine Word become, one verse being detached and
separated from those others which can only rightly interpret it! Even
the father of lies can quote Holy Scripture. He can tempt the Eternal
Word, incarnate for our redemption, from the Word written itself !
Bishop Hall has vividly said in his" Contemplation" on our Lord's
temptation: "What is this that I see? Satan himself with the
Bible under his arm! Let no man henceforth marvel to hear heretics
or hypocrites quote the Scriptures of God, when Satan himself hath
not spared to cite them. It is not the letter of Scripture that can
carry it, but the sense: if we divide these two we profane and abuse
that which we allege."
It is by such a misuse of one expression, isolated from the texts
which interpret it, that faith, or the act of believing, has been made
to. thrust out of the soul's justification that very righteousness, not
ours, but altogether His, "Who is made unto us Righteousness," in
favour of that which is in act and deed said in Holy Scripture our own.
How infinitely necessary to the Divine harmony of truth is " the comparing spiritual things with spiritual"! No heresy-not even that
of the anti-Christian apostasy-can be named which has not entrenched
its denial of the truth within the wrested and perverted words of the
truth itself.
This error-that would have faith the soul's justifying righteousness-our author refutes under the following arguments, so vindicating
the blessed and comfortable doctrine that the obedience of Jesus Christ,
but revealed to and apprehended by a living falth, not of nature,
of God through the Spirit, is the only righteousness of the soul; the
very" r.ighteousness of God "-not indeed His essential righteousness
-but provided covenant-wise by the grace of God in His Son, Jesus
Christ, and revealed in Him, Jesus Christ, Who is very and eternal God,
the only·begotten of the Father. And, first, it is most evident that
righteousness is imputed, that righteousness must be imputed; that
this righteousness also must be an obedience to the law of God, under
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which those justified stood condemned in the broken Covenant of
Works. This Covenant-righteousness stands over against that Covenanttransgression. That condemned; this justifies. That condemned in
the first Adam; this justifies in the last Adam. But both hase relation
to the law, broken and dishonoured in the fall. Now" the obedience
of faith" belongs to the Gospel, not as satisfying, but as embracing
the promise of a Divine-human righteousness that has given satisfaction
to the law, and so restored, in an infinitely measureless measure, the
power which the transgression took away (Rom. iv. 6-11; Phil. iii. 9;
Is. xlii. 21).
So the righteousness revealed to Abraham in this "Covenant of
Eternity" (Gen. xvii. 7) is that" righteousness of eternity" of which
Ps. cxix. 142 and Dan. ix. 24, with many other Scriptures, tell: the
theanthropic righteousness of Jesus Immanuel. Our author further
insists that this justifying righteousness must be absolutely approved
of the all-righteous One, for and unto His acceptance as a perfect
righteousness. But faith, through which, and not in which, the soul
is justified and accounted righteous, has no such legal perfectness.
Indeed, the essential characteristic of faith is the abiding sense of
imperfectness, not only in the believer's own personal righteousness,
which is only as " filthy rags," but even in his own believing. Faith,
through which the most precious blood is inwardly sprinkled upon the
soul, needs the healing virtue of that precious blood, for it is full of the
WOilllds of unbelief. Even Arminius, the enemy of grace, grants, says
our author, "that faith is not that exact righteousness which will
answer perfectly to the rigour of God's law, and can abide the severe
scrutiny of His justice." But then it is said" that God has a judgment
of mercy by which He accepts that faith for a perfect righteousness,
which is yet in itself imperfect." To this our author repli~s, that this
is "in effect to say that God's judgment of justice is according to
truth, but His judgment of mercy is contrary to truth!" How great
a wrong is offered to God's sweet mercy by such a doctrine! How
much to be preferred is our author's application of those words in
Ps. Ixxxv. 9-13. "What," he cries, "are God's mercy and truth at
vari.ance, while His justice and truth agree 1 God judgeth according
to justice, when He judgeth Christ's Righteousness to be perfect, for
so it is ;" He judgeth according to mercy, not when He judgeth a sinner
to be perfectly righteous for a righteousness which is not perfect, for
this were against both truth and justice, but when He judgeth the
soul perfectly righteous for a righteousness which is every way exactly
and infinitely perfect, yet not the sinner's own, but another's, even
Christ's. In such a judgment mercy and truth are. met together:
truth, in that the sinner is accounted perfectly righteous for a
righteousness truly perfect: mercy, in that God accounteth that
perfect righteousness to be the sinner's, through faith, although it
be not properly His own, but Christ's."
Thirdly, by this error something inherent is made the soul's hope
and confidence and acceptance with God, and so there is left an occasion
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of glorying in ourselves, contrary to such Divine words as 1 Cor. i. 30, 31;
Rom. iii. 26, 27).
It is most true that the power for believing is from God through the
Spirit-(Ps. ex. 3, Eph_ ii. 8), but the act of believing is in Holy Scripture
constantly attributed to the believing soul. Now, if faith is our
righteousness, then it must follow that that righteousness is our own !
Further, our author affirms that this heresy is founded upon a false
interpretation of the word" impute," and that Socinus and Arminius,
in their several desire to overthrow the necessity of a Divine satisfaction
and the imputation of a Divine righteousness, have vehemently
maintained that the word" to impute" intends the acceptance of an
imperfect satisfaction as equivalent to a perfect satisfaction, as if-for
illustration-a creditor were to account the payment of a portion as
equal to the whole debt. Now, it is true that God accepts the faith,
which is His own work in the soul, quickened unto faith, called" the
faith of the operation of God," and that this faith is expressly called,
because of its blessed office in the soul, as in Abraham, by a metonymy, *
"Righteousness." But it is equally true that justification "uuto
righteousness proceeds only upon the ground of the infinitely more
than equivalent value of the Divine-buman obedience of Jesus Christ,
the Mediator and Surety of the eternal Covenant." "Gracious or
gratuitous imputation," continues our author, " doth ofttimes imply
an imperfectness, but not in tbe thing imputed, only in the person,
to whom it is imputed."
Again (and this is indeed all-sufficient) the justification of
every believing soul is in Holy Scripture ascribed to the obedience
of Jesus Christ. In Rom. x. 3, 4, two righteousnesse..- are placed
in' direct antithesis or opposition: the righteousness of the law or
of works, and the righteousness without the law, or without works.
Now, the righteousness of faith is without works, not indeed in regard
of the Surety, Jesus Christ (Gal. iv. 4, 5; St. John xvii. 4), but of us.
Then it is certain that His righteousness, wrought in His perfected
obedience, must be our righteousness. This is the whole burden of
the inspired argument in Rom. v. "This is His Name (says our
author), the Lord our righteousness; and besides Christ and His
righteousness we find nothing at all in the Scriptures as made righteousness to us of God. Not faith, nor works, nor anything besides Christ,
is made our righteousness. Christ alone is the matter of our righteousness, as God alone is the Author of our righteousness, and He hath
made Christ our Righteousness by His decree, ordaining Him thereunto
eternally, by His covenant-promise, assuring His people that He is so,
by His mauifestation in the fulness of time, when the Eternal Son,
incarnate, came into the world' to fulfil all righteousness' (St. Matt.
iii. 15), and by the effectual application of the grace of that Divinehuman righteousness to His elect, and the gracious imputation of it
unto them in the day of His mercy." Our author then dwells at
'" Such is metonymy, or transference of name, is found in Gal. i. 23. Cf.
Dr. Hodge's able Commentary" On the Romans," p. 108.
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some length on the words of Rom. v., in which it is declared by the
Spirit of truth that" Adam's many were made by the imputation of
his one disobedience, imputed to them, sinners, and that Christ's many
were made by the imputation of His obedience, righteous," referring
afterwards to those inspired words in 2 Cor. v. 21, and asking how
Christ was. "made sin" for His people. "Only (he answers) by
imputation. He was made sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him, and this righteousness is the righteousness of God,"
not, as heresy has affirmed (against which heresy our next paper will
be directed), the essential righteousness of God, but because this is
the only righteousness God will accept for justification, because this
only God has provided, and because this is the righteousness of Him,
Who is eternal God, Jesus Immanuel, God with us" blessed for ever.
Thus the false doctrine of Arminius is refuted, by which heresy the
righteousness of Christ is not made our justifying righteousness, but
only the meritorious cause why God imputes faith to us for rig)J.teousness. "This (cries our author) is to strip Christ of His glory and to
invest faith therewith. This is to prefer an imperfect faith before the
perfect Saviour of sinners, their Redeemer and Righteousness! This
is to set the servant above the Lord, and not the Lord above the
servant!" Thus the created grace is exalted above the Creator Himself, Jehovah-Jesus, our Righteousness!
That faith has this metonymic use in the inspired words (Gen. xv. 6;
Rom. iv. 3), by which the instrument that receives and embraces the
obedience of the God-man as its Righteousness stands, instead of the
righteousness that is the true justification of the soul, not only brings
all the teaching of Holy Scripture into harmony and agreement, but
becomes a fountain of infinite consolation also.
The justifying righteousness of the believer being thus in Christ, and
not in himself, it follows that this righteousness cannot be, as faith
certainly is, of a higher degree in one than in another. One soul may
have greater faith than another, according to the measure of the gift
of God. But the justifying righteousness of the saints is one identical
righteousness, enduring, as faith in its present and evangelical
character (if we may say so), will not to all eternity-the white raiment
of the blessed in glory. St. John, the beloved apostle, has no better
title to the blessed life than Manasseh or the Magdalene. The white
Lamb in the midst of the eternal throne will be the justification of the
saints unto the everlasting ages. Nor is justifying righteousness a
variable grace. Faith has its ebb a~d flow. It has an inconstant
temperature. But our justification is not subject to these alternations
of hope and trembling. The faith of assurance, which is really our
realisation of our justification in Christ, may rise and fall, but the
justification itself is as constant as the merit of Him in whom we are
accepted and complete. What a consolation is this to the poor
drooping soul, who can only cry with tears, "Lord, I believe; help
Thou mine unbelief."
(To be continued.)
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THE LATE MRS. THOMAS BATCHELOR, OF HURSTPIERPOINT.
MARTHA PERKINS ALLEN was the eldest daughter of the late John and
Martha Allen, of Whetstone, Leicestershire, and was born in that
village on February 14th, 1843. Her father died when she was only
twelve years of age, and as she grew up she became the companion
and helper of her widowed mother. She did not make any public
profession of faith in the Lord Jesus till many years after this sorrowful
event, but it is believed that she was not without serious thoughts in
early youth. Being naturally gifted, and attractive in person, manner,
and disposition, she made many friends, and, left to herself, would
have become immersed in the pleasures and pursuits of the world;
but the Lord in sovereign mercy laid hold of her for Himself. As a
young woman she was engaged to be married, but eventually broke
off the engagement, chiefly because her own heart became more
exercised about spiritual things, and the young man, for whom she had
a sincere affection, showed no sign of aLy work of grace being begun
in his heart. It was, of course, a step painful to the flesh, but the
Lord blessed her in taking it, since it was in accordance with His own
Word (2 Cor. vi. 14); and from that time she manifested a greater
desire to know Him as her own Saviour, and to be associated with His
beloved people. She received various admonitions to seek the Lord
more fully, both from the written Word, and also from the ministry
of Mr,'Hazlerigg and others, and was much encouraged through hearing
a sermon by the late Mr. Samuel, of Sleaford, from the words, "The
Spirit and the Bride say Come" (Rev. xxii. 17).
The aged Pastor of Zion Chapel, Leicester, Mr. Hazlerigg, wrote
recently concerning her, " She gave in her experience before the Church
on Sept. 29th, 1880, and was baptized by myself shortly afterwards.
In relating her experience she dwelt much upon Prov. ix. 17, 18, as
applied with power to her mind; she had been hankering after a
more showy religious world, when these words were applied with power.
They caused her to throw in her lot with the poor, afllicted, littlethought·of people of God.
• There is a godly life,
Built on a worldly plan,
Which brings no scorn or strife
Upon the godly man.'

She wanted such an easy·going religion, but the words of the wise
man brought her out."
In later years, owing to changeful circumstances, she became
associated with other Strict Baptist Churches. Though her amiability
of character and dignified bearing were such that she was admired by
all with whom she came in contact, yet her delight was to meet and
converse with the people of God in any station of life. She was specially
pleased to find out and minister to the poor of this world, who were
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rich in faith, and always those who were best acquainted with Him
Whom she loved to designate" A precious Christ" were most warmly
welcomed to her heart. Very precious to her were the doctrines of
grace. The electing love of God, and His unmerited favour bestowed
upon poor sinners; the finished work of Christ for such, and the
gracious operations of the Holy Ghost in their hearts, were themes
upon which she loved to dwell, while giving due place also to the
practical exhortations of the Word.
How many of the Lord's affiicted ones have been helped by her
means and cheered by her loving sympathy, the day alone will
declare; undoubtedly she will hear the" Inasmuch" of Him Who is
not unrighteous to f~rget. The devotion with which she ministered
to her precious mother in her last years was touching to behold, and
when that beloved one had departed, and in due time her life became
linked with that of Mr. Thomas Batchelor, she was equally devoted to
him. His bodily affiiction-a paraly~ed leg-made him from the
commencement of their married life more than ordinarily dependent
upon his most unselfish partner. Extremely happy for them both
were those last eleven years of life. Some six months before her
husband's departure to his eternal home, serious symptoms manifested
themselves in her, alid after visiting a specialist, there was no doubt
left as to her being afllicted with the same dire disease that had proved
fatal to her beloved mother. About the middle of March, 1906, she
underwent an operation for cancer in Charing Cross Hospital. How
wonderfully she was sustained through all that illness, those who
were privileged to visit her or to hear from her can abundantly testify.
The Lord blessed her with His presence and peace, and helped her to
witness for Him, while the sweetness and gentleness of her character
gained her favour with the doctors, nurses, and patients. Through
the mercy of the Lord she made a very rapid recovery, and was able
to return to her own home, there, once more with her own hands, to
cheer and minister to her fondly loved and loving partner. He began
to fail in February of that year-1906-and on October 16th she closed
his eyes, and his redeemed spirit was" with Christ, which is very far
better." How deeply she felt his loss is recorded in her own words,
written to a friend shortly after his decease. "The loving kindness
of the Lord is very great to me, but at present I feel my loss keenly;
the. void of the empty place, and the silence of that voice that was
ever gniding me with words of wisdom, none but Christ can fill."
Then, speaking of her loved one's last words in 1 Peter ii. 6, she says,
"May we each be found building on that tried foundation-stone
against which the gates of hell shall not prevail," and added a prayer
that her aged correspondent should be "carried in the arms of the
Great Shepherd of the sheep, and laid to rest in His gentle bosom."
The long nursing of her dear one had been a considerable strain on
her already worn tabernacle, and while resting a little at Southborough,
with her sister, Mrs. Marlow, the trouble in the breast again beeame
apparent. A consultation with the surgeon who had performed the
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first operation resulted in his advising her to go again into the hospital,
as the ouly hope of prolonging life. This communication produced a
very solemn feeling in her mind, but she was helped to go forward,
leaning upon, her Beloved, and all fear of undergoing what at first
seemed appalling to her sinking heart was removed by her blessed
Lord. Having settled her earthly business (for the case was known to
be extremely critical), she went into the hospital that same week, and
was again brought graciously through the operation, though recovery
was much more tardy than in her former illness. After some weeks
spent in that institution, she was sufficiently strengthened to visit her
sister, Mrs. Bowman, at Balham, the first week in January, but she
remarked to a friend, "I feel my work is done," and a little later to
Mr. Nugent, who visited her, " I am a dying woman." Hope had been
entertained that she would, at least for a brief season, be able to return
to her own loved home, but increasing weakness brought her to realize
that this was not the Lord's will.. About this time she wrote, " This
is my hope to-day, ' He led them through the deep as a horse in the
wilderness, that they should not stumble.' If a man ride his horse
through the wilderness, a careful rider helps him to avoid holes, etc.,
but if he gets off and leads him he follows safely. I want to look away
from all things to Christ, and as I cannot now be alone, to bless Him
that He has given me that loving favour in the eyes of my sisters which
is better than silver and gold; but I grieve that my aflliction should
afllict them. What a mercy that Christ hath not abhorred the aflliction
of the afllicted, but in all their aflliction He is afllicted, and the angel
of His presence saved them-not our nearest or dearest can do that."
In spite of great weakness, she was permitted to meet with the Lord's
people for worship, and to hear the Word, and referring to two services
she was enabled to attend on Easter Monday, she says, "We had a
very good day." With her usual unselfishness she chatted with one
and another between the services. She was only out once after this, on
April 7th, when she sat for the last time on earth at the Lord's table.
The end came more quickly than was expected, owing to her having
been attacked with influenza. On the 16th of April she wrote,
" I have been in bed a week, a great deal of suffering being caused by
taking a chill. The Lord has been good in sustaiuing me. 'My mercy
will I keep for him for ever,' and' My grace is sufficient for thee.' "
Of the last hours her stepson writes, "I was summoned from here
(his home) on Sunday evening, the 28th April. I found the dear oue
very prostrate, and glad of the relief the doctor was to some extent
able to give. She quoted to me, ' Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee'; repeating with loving emphasis, 'is
stayed on Thee, because he trusted in Thee.' She also said, ' This is an
answered prayer. You I.""IlOW it is for this I have prayed, that I should
not live to see my affiiction an affiiction to others.' The unselfish
devotion to the well-being of others, which was a distinguishing feature
in her gracious character, was manifested to the last in small details,
small in themselves, but speaking volumes of her loving care for others.
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About 1.30, after much distress of body, she repeated very solemnly :, Plagues and deaths a.round me fly I
Till He bids I camwt die, I

the desire to depart being evidently very keen.
"Nea'r her end she prayed, 'Lord Jesus, come and take me to Thyself,
but give me patience to wait Thy time,' and whenever temporary
relief from discomfort and distress was granted, she would immediately
use the opportunity in witnessing to her Lord's goodness, and in
seeking a blessing on the doctor and the dear ones who were privileged
to minister to her. Such was the grace that filled her heart and lips
that though of late years it was with her a day of small things as regards
outward ordinances, yet she seemed to gather pasture where many
would have come empty away. The day alone will declare what a
blessing her gracious life has brought to others." Her redeemed spirit
was set free from the suffering tabernacle at three a.m. on April29th,
and all that was mortal was laid to rest on May 1st, in the cemetery at
Hurstpierpoint by Mr. Sturt, the minister of the Baptist Chapel, in
the presence of a number of sOITowing relatives and friends.
With a keen sense of personal loss, the intimation of her entrance
into glory came to me a few hours after she fell asleep. I had arranged
to go up to town the next day, hoping to see and converse with her
once more. She was one of the most precious of earthly friends, and
almost the first the Lord gave me as a Christian friend. Over twentyseven years ago our hearts were knit together in love. Well do I
remember even now the first time we met, and how often afterwards,
in that dear home in Leicester, our hearts burned within us as we spake
of Him. In later days, when she and her dear mother and aunt went
to live farther away, what hours of precious fellowship were enjoyed
after my weekly visits to the workhouse, when the beloved friend
was ever desirous of hearing what had been the theme of discourse
there. Then, too, she would tell me what she had heard, either direct
from the Lord, or through the preaching of the Gospel. Few had such
a gift for remembering and giving a pithy epitome of what had been
heard as she. Frequently now I make use of t.houghts passed on to
me by her thus, as ;she would quote the most telling sentence in a
sermon. Doubtless this ability was due iu part to the fact that she
ever went to hear the Word expecting to hear something from the Lord.
Hence she would bring back some precious portion discovered to her
hy her heavenly Boaz, or at least some word from the Scripture read,
or a verse or line of a hymn would prove good to her hungry soul. In
a larger measure than many of the Lord's people, she could have said
(though humility was ever" sweet feature of her character), "What'
things were gain to me those I counted loss for Christ." To be
away from Him, in her soul's experience, was to her cause of deepest
distress. How well do I remember her writing to me, long years ago,
" I feel more and more there is nothing we need lear but sin." With
the faithfulness of a true friend, on one occasion, as she detected something of a spirit which savoured,of making a wrong use of the sovereignty
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of God, she said with peculiar solemnity, "Well, you know, it says,
, The curse causeless shall not come.''' It was a word in season aud
blessed of God. At another time, when we had both been ill, and
therefore unable to meet, having heard of my sinking of heart owing
to fierce attacks of Satan, she sent me these words :H

Through weakness like defeat,
He won the mead and crown;
Trod all our foes beneath His feet,
By being trodden down."

If she had any weighty matter to settle, her first desire was to get a
word from the Lord upon which she could hope. Her labours of love
in canvassing votes for orphaned nephews and nieces were all under
the direction, and indeed at the bidding of Him Whom she truly
acknowledged Lord; while important matters, such as the winter of
1887-1888, spent at Southport, and the removal later from Leicester
to Balham, and then her prospective marriage in 1895, were sources
of deep and exhausting exercise of soul; but she knew what it was to
wait upon Him till the answer came, and having received a word from
the Lord, she would cling tenaciously to it in face of all trying circumstances, and plead, "Do as Thou hast said." This intense desire to
know the Lord's will was equally manifest in regard to the operations
she underwent in March and December, 1906, and on the occasion of
our last meeting it was evident in all her conversation, her exercise
then being as to whether or no she should return tci her home at Hurstpierpoint. Having discussed the matter, and intimated her wish
that we should together lay it at His feet, almost suddenly she was
seized with the desire to get home to her sisters, and in that subdued
tone which ever characterized her when she wanted to hear what He
would say, she said, "Will you read before I go 1" Over those
hallowed moments my soul still lingers. The message the Lord
gave was, " For I will hold thy right hand," etc. (Is. xli. 13, and Ps.
lxxiii. 23-26). We bowed together at the throne of grace, and, with
melting of heart I committed her to His tender keeping, assured that
He would take her right hand and lead her safely to glory. She
referred afterwards in writing to the preciousness of the thought that
He had her right hand in His, and that she was continually with Him.
I scarcely thought then that our next meeting would be in that glory,
but I rejoice even amid tears that she has entered in according to her
heart's desire, to go no more out for ever. She has left behind the
sweetest savour of Christ. It was His grace alone made her what she
was.
"Loved while on earth, nor less beloved, though gone,
Think not I envy you your crown :
No! If I could I would not call you down."

Farewell, beloved, "till the day break and the shadows flee away."
"Death and darkness and the tomb
Only whisper, TILL HE COME. 11

K. B., in The Sower.
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THE PORTRAIT.-DR. JAMES WILLIAM THIRTLE.
THE friend whose portrait appears this month is a Christian journalist
who has of late become widely known as a writer on Biblical criticisma criticism, however, that accepts and reveres the Word of God, as
distinguished from a criticism that treats the Holy Book as no other
literature ever has been treated. While. knowing the ways of the
destructive critics, DR. THIRTLE does not'walk therein; but, esteeming
God's Word" more than his necessary food," he seeks to understand
the same for mind and heart, and rejoices greatly at being able to lay
before others the results of his own laborious researches.
A native of Pakefield, Suffolk, where' he was born in 1854, DR.
THIRTLE passed an uneventful boyhood, excepting for the fact that
while yet in his teens he was found of the Good Shepherd. Simultaneously, he came under the influence of the late Rev. J. B. Blackmore,
who, as his tutor, did much to develop the young man's love for
literary and other studies. When, in due course, he entered upon
life's battle, it was with a personal experience of Christ and a blessed
heritage of training in a home where the Word and will of God were
held in reverence. The young man's early experience in journalism
was gained on daily and weekly papers at Hanley, Cardiff, and Torquay,
extending from 1875 to 1887. In 1888 he came to London, and since
then has been engaged on the staff of The Christian, and occupied in
work which has brought him into contact with good men and true in
every body of Christians who" hold the Head," and seek the glory of
Christ.
From the time of his conversion, as a lad, until the present, our
friend has been a diligent student of the sacred Scriptures, which he
has endeavoured to examine and understand, not so much as so many
chapters and verses, but as so many documents demanding to be
studied as such, as well as along other lines. Hence, when acquiring
ancient and modern languages for literary purposes, he was careful to
include Hebrew and Greek for the Old and New Testaments. With
the wide world of literature open before him, he has never seen reason
to give a back place to the Word of God; but even when most absorbed
with civil and political work as a journalist, he accustomed himself to
definite Biblical study and research. For years it was his practice
to read the entire Bible through in the course of twelve months, and
during part of the time thi~ was done by daily instalments in the
original tongues. Moreover, that the ear might help the eye, it was
DR. THIRTLE'S custom to read such daily portion out aloud, both in
the Hebrew and Greek; and to t.his practice, patiently pursued, he
attrihutes much of the proficiency he has attained in the study of the
languages named.
Since joining the staff of The Christian, DR. THIRTLE has given
still more time to Biblical research, having been encouraged therein
b? Messrs. Morgan & Scott, the proprietors of the paper. One result
of 'this has been seen in the publication of important volumes from his

556

The Gospel Magazine.

pen. T)uee years ago he gave to the world, " The Titles of the Psalms:
their Nature and Meaning Explained." The hook proposed the
solution of an old-time puzzle, and claimed to throw upon the Psalter
light that had been lacking for two thousand years or more, through
the error of copyists of the early documents. The book exposed to
view the" Chief Musician" of whom we get glimpses in the inscriptions
of so many of the psalms, and convinced many of the Lord's people
that, to use the words of John Robinson, the pilgrim father, "there was
more truth yet hl break forth out of His Holy Word."
DR. THIRTLE is fifty-three years of age, a family man, enjoying every
day the goodness of the Lord. He is a man of quiet disposition,
attending to his daily duty in the city, but all the while concerned in
heart with deep problems of Scripture story and interpretation.
Learned Societies have included him among their members, and
University honours have been conferred upon him. Assuredly he is
a critic, but it is with the object of making the Word understood, not
of making it of none effect. If he applies himself to the Scriptures,
it is that, in turn, he may apply the Scriptures to himself. In dependence upon the Lord, he submits himself to the criticism of the Word
which he would understand; and this is the only safe position for any
critic who would honour the Christian name. We understand that
DR. TmRTLE is still at work upon great Biblical questions, and we
hope, in due course, to welcome other books from his pen.
WE have introduced DR. THIRTLE to our readers in association with
the publication of his latest, and certainly not his least valuable, book
on Biblical criticism-" Old Testament Problems: Critical Studies
in the Psalms and Isaiah "-in the belief that many of the readers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will make themselves acquainted with the
patient, learned, and instructive contents of the volume (London:
Henry Frowde, price six shillings). The author is highly gifted with
those sanctified intellectual powers which are absolutely necessary
for the work of original Bible research. He, moreover, pursues a
singularly happy method of conflicting and confuting the self-sufficient
reasonings of the so-called "Higher" critics, while exhibiting a spirit
of true humility and shO\ving a total absence of any disposition to
exult over their defeat. DR. THIRTLE'S new work is really an extended
application of the exegetical and critical principles laid down in his
former remarkable book on the "Titles of the Psalms." He now
deals with the Psalter as a whole, and with the inspired book of the
Prophet Isaiah. The" Songs of Degrees" are, as a group of the
Psalms, presented in quite a new historical light. King Hezekiah,
as well as King David, is shown to stand in closest connection with
the God-inspired Psalter. We could wish that space allowed of our
here giving an outline of the contents, arguments, and conclusions
set forth in this latest contribution to the literature of Bible study.
In default of that service to the Truth, however, we strongly urge
upon our readers to procure the book for themselves, and to give it
a prayerful and attentive perusal.
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THE LAST NEW YEAR'S ADDRESS OF THE LATE REV.
ROBERT WALKER, M.A., RECTOR OF WYMESWOLD.

WHY should I so shrink and shudder at the prospect of trials and of
death 1 If I view these things in themselves they are evil, and if I try
to fancy myself facing them in mine own strength, they are terrible
indeed. But why should I do so 1 Am I the Lord's 1 And has He led
me thus far 1 Has He holden me by my right hand hitherto 1 And
why must I now give way to terror, and, as Cowper says, "quit the
field" 1 Nature says you must. But grace teaches a different lesson.
My mind was led very closely to look at this, and I saw the meaning of
Psalm lxxiv. 16, " The day is Thine, the night also is Thine," in rather
an encouraging light. I felt that if the Lord will be with us in "the
night," that is, in the time of darkness, He can give us "songs," as
Elihu says, even then. It is said in Ps. cxxxix. 12, The darkness is no
darkness unto Him. The whole matter, then, really resolves itself
into this: Will the Lord be graciously with me when the storm falls
upon me 1 And I believe He will, and, if so, all will be easy, even in
the dark. And I need not say this is a great incentive to keeping as
near to Him as we can all our journey through.
Besides, I saw another verse in a very comforting light, " Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." Faith in
this word can make us smile through our tears sometimes.
I saw something about "the sentence of death" which St. Paul
says he and his fellows had in themselves. I believe this sentence
of death is of much more universal prevalence in the ways of God
than many of us think; for St. Paul says the effect of it was that they
" should not trust in themselves, but in God, Who raiseth the dead."
I think I see here that'wherever this sentence is written it is intended
to drive us simply to believing the Word of God, and waiting on Him.
I will mention one or two cases in Scripture where this sentence was
written by God, and nothing could be done till God raised the dead.
Take the promise given to our first parents that Christ should be born
of a woman, and bruise Satan's head. 'Was not that promise buried,
and the sentence of death written upon it for 4,000 years 1 Think
what small glimmers of light beamed out again and again about it
during that time, only to be put out (as it seemed) in obscure darkness.
Jacob saw something of it (Gen. xlix. 10), and David saw glimpses of
it, and then again all was dark. Yet when the fulness of the time
was come, God raised the buried promise from the dead, and " sent
forth His son" (Gal. iii.). Again, think of the promise to Abraham,
his seed to be like the stars of heaven, and like the dust of the earth.
What became of this promise 1 It died and was buried, and the sentence
of death was written upon it. And yet by and by all came to life.
God raised the dead, and to-day we see the fulfilment of it in t,he
wonderful nation of the Jews scattered all over the world.
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Again, J oseph's dreams were promises of God to him. But what
became of them ~ Psalm cv. says, "The Word of the Lord tried him."
Why! Because death was written upon all his hopes of ever seeing
them fulfilled. Yet, when the time came, God raised the dead. See
Gen. xli. 14 (margin) they made him run out of the dungeon. Why,
he had been shut up there for years, and yet when God's time comes
he must actually run out! Oh, my friends, we are poor scholars in
the lesson of faith!
Again, Israel was to come out of Egypt with great substance. This
promise was made to Abraham. How was the fact! They went
there and were brought into bondage, and at last their affiictions were
so cruel that their groans came up before God. He sent Moses to
speak to Pharaoh for them, and they were worse off than ever. Yet
at the very time promised, the selfsame night, they were brought
triumphantly out with great substance. God raised the dead.
Again, God had evidently promised Moses, when a young man, that
he should be their deliverer; and acting upon this promise he went out
and began in his own strength and wisdom. But with what result ~
He had to flee into Midian for forty years, and live in obscurity. Death
was written for all that time upon His promise. Yet we all know that
by and by it was raised to life, and flourished, so that all the world
has heard of it.
It was so with David having the kingdom over Israel. How long
death was written upon this promise, and almost upon his own very
self, till he said in a moment of despondency, " I shall certainly perish
one day by the hand of Saul!" Yet when the time came all the
difficulties vanished, and God raised the dead.
I need not dwell upon other instances of this universal plan of God.
He promises us great things, and we expect them to be fulfilled, and
we shall never be disappointed. But we may, and I gather from
what I have read in the Bible, we shall have many a heartache, and
shed many a tear over what seems to us His" breach of promise."
We may mourn over our dead promises with bitter grief, as no doubt
J oseph and David did. But the bringing of the promise to life is
not our work, and the sentence of death is written upon it that we
should trust not in ourselves, but in " God, Who raiseth the dead."
Many of the Lord's tried people have special promises in which God
has caused them to hope in different trials and crises of their pilgrimage,
and on almost everyone of them a process similar to what I have
described has been executed; yet at last they will all have to say,
" Nothing of the word of the Lord has fallen to the earth; all has come
to pass."
But we all have one promise in common, which is "the hope of
Israel," as St. Paul calls it; I mean, " the hope of the resurrection of
the dead." This is an old promise early revealed to the saints, and
spoken of by holy Job as an assured hope of his own heart. Yet
what do we see all this time 1 We see that" wise men die, likewise the
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fool and brutish person." We see the godly and beloved members of
Christ's Church die, aud their dust return to the earth, as it was.
We see the dust of the righteous and the wicked mingled in indiscriminate confusion in the same burial-ground, and we hear the
taunting jeer of the scoffer, "Where is the promise of His coming? "
And trnly if we had no Scripture examples of the power of God to
raise the dead, we might well be weary and faint in our minds. But
we are living under a dispensation of faith. "The just shall live by
faith," and we should cheer up our hearts by the examples we find
written in the Bible of how promises seemed forgotten in the eyes of
unbelief, and to have even falsified themselves; and yet, when the
time appointed by God came, all revived again and came to light,
and every promise was fulfilled to the letter. And this" we believe
and are sure," that when God's time comes, " the earth shall cast out
the dead." Those who have nothing to lean upon but the bare promise
of God, and can in no way help themselves, appear to the eye of sense
in a very pitiable condition; but when we view their case ,vith the
eye of faith, theirs is the surest and safest security.
I saw in Daniel's deliverance from the lions (Dan. vi.) a vivid and
most touching picture of the very resurrection of the dead of which
I have just spoken. Daniel was dear to the king. So is each believer
to Christ. His enemies had contrived to secure that he should be
cast to the lions, and be shut up in the den with them. So (in some
way which is beyond our knowledge) the devil, in his enmity to Christ,
has contrived to get the whole Church laid under a common sentence,
" Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." Persecution has
committed many of the saints to this abode of ruin, and has thought
they are for ever got rid of. But how is it in reality? The morning is
coming when the King will come to the mouth of the den, and the
same voice which said with authority, "Lazarus, come forth," ,vill
call everyone of them into light and life again. And mark the striking
language: "No manner of hurt was found in him, because he believed
in his God." What harm then has death done them? None. They
spent the night in the den, indeed, but the" roaring lion" could not
hurt them, because before God innocency was found in them. They
were believers, and justified (or pronounced innocent), hence no
manner of hurt is found on them, and their very death is called
sleeping in Jesus.
.
1I'IY mind has also been directed on several occasions to the end of
this world. To a Christian's mind there are many evidences of these
words in Psalm !xxxii: "All the foundations of the earth are out of
course," and he longs for the time when God ,vill "gather together
in one all things in Christ" (Eph. i. 10). But meantime he oft"n
travels in imagination beyond the present scene, and tries to picture to
himself the glory and blessedness of that state which will then commence.
But in doing this he must get his help from the Bible. There are
three things specially revealed for our comfort in reference to the
world to come.
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1. It will be so glorious and beautiful that, in comparison, this
world will be totally forgotten by us (Is. lxv. 17).

2. There will be no sin there (2 Peter iii. 13).
3. There will be no illness or infirmity there (Is. xxxiii. 24).
Now, I can hardly express to you what glory and comfort I have
seen in all these during the past year.
It is impossible in a small tract like this to touch on all the points
that have struck me during the past year, but one more I must allude
to. It is this. Our happiness does not depend on outward circumstances, but on the mercy of God. I have been in depths of outward
distress more than perhaps I ever was in my life, but my most tried
days have been my happiest. I do not need to go into particulars,
suffice it to say that once during the year I was in deep trouble, and
made to feel my weakness more than ever I did before, and had very
important duties dependent on me at the time, which I could not
perform, and yet that was the very happiest day in the whole.year to
me. I record this to cheer my brethren in Christ, and encourage
them to face trials with hope; and they will be all the more encouraged
to do this when I tell them that my peace and child-like rest arose
from a view I had of the meaning of those words, that Christ is " the
brightness" of the Father's glory, that He upholds all things by" the
word of His power." In fact, I felt that He upheld me, and I could
afford to treat all difficulties with indifference, casting all my care upon
Him, for I felt He cared for me. But I camlOt always feel like that.
Nevertheless, it was a safe and happy refuge for my weary soul.
My time among you must be getting shorter, at any rate, and perhaps
more so than some of us wish to think. But that we must leave. One
thing I will say, the longer I minister to you, the more I delight so to
do, and the Lord gives me evidence that His word is not barren nor
unfruitful among you. I cannot get about as I once could, and this
sometimes pains me; but you must make the more of the Sunday
services, as it is about the only time I have the opportuuity of meeting
you. We then meet together with Jesus in the midst, and if we make
the best of these opportunities we shall not" go empty away." Only
see to it that you come" hungry," for these are the only ones who are
filled with good things. I do not forget that I prayed for more inward
and spiritual light when we fitted up our gas apparatus last year;
and I think I am bound to say this prayer has been answered. We
do not always like the way God takes to answer our prayers, but this
must always be left to His unerring wisdom; so long as the answer
is apparent to us, that should suffice. To His mercy and grace I
commend you, and trust that in all our ways we may see His guiding
hand, and be able to honour His holy name, and bring forth fruit to
His praise, and, as St. Paul says, that Christ may be magnified in
our bodies, "whether it be by life or by death."
I remain, your affectionate Pastor,
Wymeswold Vicarage.

ROBERT WALKER.
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"ON EVERY SIDE."
I HAVE thought much lately of the pedection and completeness of our
gracious God's loving purposes and provisions concerning His loved
people. How fully He fences us rOllUd "on every side," girds us with
gladness, compasses us about with sougs of deliverance.
Then, though like His servant Job, amidst deep distress we say,
" He has destroyed me on every side," yet we shall be brought out
and see how safeguarded we are and have been. Even the great enemy
of souls could see how God had surrounded Job with special blessing
(see Job i. 10), when Satan, speaking of God's dear servant, said,
"Hast Thou not made an hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he hath on every side 1" And though for a time Job
seemed to be utterly destroyed in loss of wealth and children and
health, yet he was hedged about. Only" thus far, and no farther,"
would the Lord permit Satan to afJ.!ict him, and the seeming distress
was working out a wondrous plan, not only for himself, but for
believers in all ages to come. When the needful lesson was learned,
God gave him" twice as much as he had before." For our gracious
Father gives so royally. He bestows so lavishly. Thus, though
"destroyed on every side" in his own sight at one point in his
pilgrimage, yet he was actually defended on every side. And when
we in our spiritual wadare see only destruction around us, no ground
on which to stand, nowhere to rest, then it is that the great Captain of
our Salvation steps in and reveals by the Holy Spirit our safe standing
in Him, the solid Rock on which we stand. Bildad assured Job that
"terrors shall make him afraid on every side" (Job xviii. 11); yet Job
was enabled to reply in the blessed language which has cheered the
sons and daughters of Zion ever since (see next chapter), "I know
that my Redeemer liveth, and . . . in my flesh shall I see God." Oh!
that sweet" I know!" faith's reply to every challenge.
Again, David, in Ps. xJ(.xi. 13, said, "Fear was on every side." David
must often have been in fear, brave though he was--fears with Saul,
rears with Absalom, fears with many enemies, and, most of all, fears
with sin and his own heart; yet David, in Ps. xxxiv. 4, exclaimed, " I
sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my
fears." It is recorded also that in his last days, amongst his last
sayings were these memorable words of testimony to God's faithfulness (1 Kings i. 29), " The Lord liveth that hath redeemed my soul out
of all distress."
Then one more instance: St. Paul wrote (2 Cor. iv. 8), "We are
troubled on every side," and he adds, " yet not distressed." Again, in
the same epistle, chapter vii. 5, " Our flesh had no rest, but we were
troubled on every side." For our comfort he says, "Nevertheless
God that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us." "Alway
rejoicing" is his motto. "I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding
joyful in all our tribulation" (2 Cor. vii. 4); not only joyful, but
exceeding joyful in tribulation.
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And oh! believer, though thou shouldest be deprived of those thou
lovest, of riches, of health, yes, and even of sympathy, like poor Job;
though destruction be on every side; though, like David, even thine own
should side against thee; though temptations abound and sin distress,
fightings within and fears without; though, like St. Paul, troubled on
every side by false brethren, by foes, by persecution, by tender conscience, by sad memories, by loneliness and every privation i-yet, dear
believer, God's promise holds good to thee as to them: "Thou which
hast showed me great and sore troubles shalt quicken me again, and
shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth. Thou shalt
increase my greatness and comfort me on every side." For many long
years have Job and David and Paul been comforted, along with many,
many thousands of His saints who" Once were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears ;
They wrestled bard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts aud fears."

But now they are "glad with exceeding joy," "faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy;" the longing soul satisfied,
the dark soul lightened, the weary soul rested, the storm gone, and a
great calm, the dear troubled soul in "the desired haven."
Oh! child of God, with such a shelter now in the safe clasp of the
everlasting arms; no condemnation now; no separation now; every
assurance now; sons of God now; and with radiant, uninterrupted
bliss and rapture in prospect; joys so sure, so full, so deep; oh!I'

Why should I ever careful be,
Since such a God is mine.' I

It is most helpful to note how many present tenses of happiness and
assurance are in God's dealings with us. It is not all distress always
now, and only anticipation of joy in the future. For the sweet secret
of the Lord is with them that fear Him,-a constant indwelling intercourse, an inward delightful communion that they cannot describe,
or would not if they could reveal it to those who understand not. No
stranger can intermeddle with this joy.
" All unseeD the mast.er walketh
By His toiling servant's side:
Comfortable words He speaketb,
While His hands uphold Stud guide."

The people of God, amidst deepest outward distress, have oftentimes
been enabled to siInply look up with calm faith to see how the Lord
would deliver, knowing of a certainty that He wiU deliver in some
way.
" It ma.y not be my way. it may not be thy way;
But yet in His own way, the Lord will provide! 11

Thus the pilgrim journeys on Zionward, though sorrowful with
many, many sins, and much pressure from the world in which he
is, but of which he is not; yet alway rejoicing in the Covenant love of
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the Father, Son, and Spirit, in which he is for ever safe; and when his
appointed jonrney shall be ended, he will sit down-sit down satisfied
and with great delight-under the banner of His love in the banqueting
h01:\se for ever.
NETTlE.

<!!orrelJponbence.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor

0/ the" Gospel Magazine."

DEAR SIR,-I am very grateful to the many kind friends for their
sympathy in my ill-health, and also for their continued kind help to
the Mission and myself. The work continues to grow in extent as
regards the collecting and distribution of books and magazines; bnt I
should like to see the funds increase, so as to keep pace with the books,
for a good deal of expense is incmred in circulating the magazines.
And it would also cheer me to be able to pmchase more new magazines.
Dming the months of this year about 175,000 magazines and books
have passed through om hands. India presents a fine field for the
distribution of om literature, as the men there have plenty of time
on their hands for reading. I hope the friends of the soldier and sailor
will still enable us to sow the good seed, for though like the husbandman we have need of "long patience," yet shall we reap in "due
season," for God shall give the increase. Parcels of magazines, etc.,
if sent to me will always be thankfully used, as also contributions for
the funds. May I just say that no parcels should be sent to Salisbury,
but to my new address as below.
Yours sincerely,

54, Shakespeare Avenue,
Bath, Aug. 1907.

R. E. BRIDER.

THE certain sound of the gospel is "peace made "-the " warfare
accomplished" - " iniquity pardoned" - " salvation finished" "Satan conquered "-" justice satisfied "-the "law magnified"the" sinner saved," and" Christ exalted."-J. Jenner.
THE Lord Jesus has as great and as large an interest in the weakest
saints, as He has in the strongest. He has the interest of a Friend, and
the interest of a Father, and the interest of a Head, and the interest of
a Husband; and therefore, though saints be weak, yea, though they
be very weak, He overlooks their weakness, and keeps a fixed eye upon
their graces.-Brooks.
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THE SEASONS-SUMMER.
By AMBROSE SERLE, AND RECOMMENDED
ROMAINE.

BY THE

REV. "VILLIAM

(Continued trom page 497.)
IN this important season of the year the seeds which were sown,
and the fruits which were generated in the spring, are proceeding
towards maturity. To accomplish the great purpose of God's work
upon earth an extraordinary degree of light and heat is poured forth
upon all the vegetable tribes. Without this genial ordination no
plant could produce its seed, no tree support its fruit. The rays of
light act upon the vegetable oils, and carry on what is usually called
vegetation. The oil in plants lubricates and expands the vessels for
the passage of the juices, prevents a too rapid exsiccation, and, in
proportion to its necessary quantity, maintains their health and vigour.
It also preserves both them and their seeds from the injury of cold.
But for the oil, every plant would be a dust, inert matter; but for the
light, the oil could never flow. The light, the heat, the air, the oil,
and the vegetable, having free union and communication, the plaut is
carried on towards its perfect state, and assists, in its rank and place,
to brighten and enrich the face of nature.
What vast and invaluable truths doth this noble symbol contain 1
-vast, exciting our greatest attention; and invaluable, delineating in
a figure the most precious objects of salvation. The great doctrine
which the summer holds forth to the mind is the Christian's sanctification or predisposition for glory. We will explain these terms that we
may more precisely understand their meaning. The strict and primary
sense of the word sanctification is a separation from all sin and
impurity, an abstraction from everything vile and worthless, a release
from the bitter bondage of Satan, a deliverance from the load of
oppressing guilt, and a devotedness to the great Author of all purity
and perfection. In this view it differs from God's election only by its
time and effect. Election is sanctification proposed; sanctification is
election in act. The apostle was separated from his mother's womb
in consequence of God's election before he was born; but he did not
become a saint, or one separated in act, till Christ was manifested
in him. He was chosen out of the world from before all time,
but he was not separated from the world till the time was cam·
pleted for that purpose. Both the Hebrew and Greek words etymologically imply this primary idea. Hence our Lord showed Himself
as the great spiritual Nazarite, the separated One; and His redeemed
become Nazarites because they are separated from the world and from
sin through Him and for Him. They were eternally united to Him in
the divine intention, and they are actually brought into the enjoyment
of that union by the power of grace, towards its eternal conswnmation
in glory.
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But we have also obtained another sense in the term, and often
understand by it infused grace or holiness. Many carry this sense so
far as to mean a stock of inherent virtue, by which they suppose themselves able to exert acts of righteousness, and to do a great deal for
God without His immediate a.id. We will dismiss this as a gross error,
founded in the ignorance of God and of human nature, and attend only
to the better notion of the term. Undoubtedly, there is a commUllication from God to the soul, which forms a most essential part of its
comfort and safety; bnt this can only be called sanctification, as an
effect may be mImed from its precedent cause. In consequence of his
sanctification, the believer in Jesus hath a sweet communion with Him
by receiving out of His fulness, and tasting that He is gracious indeed.
The believer enjoys Christ, because he is separated from the unholy
world, and in a life 0.1 union devoted to Him; and Christ, for the same
reason, manifests Himself to the believer. This gracious manifestation
is in the Old Testament called light, and the ancient Church ofteu
understood by it what we now understand by communicated or
imparted grace. This grace is the wisdom of God working in us, and
discovering itself to us. It is therefore an imparted, but not an
implanted blessing, distinctly or separably from its source. It remains
in God's hand, and not in ours. The old believers, accordingly, did
not conceive by this light a quality separate from its essence, which
was Christ to them as well as to us, or any principle constitutionally
inherent in themselves, but an effusion proceeding from Him, and
enjoyed in communion with Him. J ehovah the Redeemer is the light
essentially, and the light of His countenance, which enlightens the
world above, the new Jerusalem, is the portion of His people
derivatively. The last was an emanation of the first, as the rays of
the sun proceed from its body and are in contact with all objects in
their direction. But these rays are still in and from the sun, not in
the objects. So this light of life is not resident in man, but communicated immediately in all its proportions from God. Agreeable
to this is the apostle's declaration: "I live, yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me ;" and thus when the ancient believers said, " The Lord
hath showed us light," or " sent out His light unto us," or" enlightened
us with the light of the living," they meant (according to the language
of the New Testament) that Christ was" the Life and the Light of
men," yielding that gracious effusion by which the soul is made
alive and kept alive to God. This effusion might, with propriety and
for avoiding the confusion of terms, be called sanctity, rather than
sanctification. Where this light is, there is a clear discovery of holiness
and truth, and also joy and peace in the Holy Ghost, which are the
happy consequences of the primary sanctification before mentioned,
and the genuine effects of it in this life.
With respect to the predisposition for glory, it seems to he that
arrangement, disposition, or frame of the soul, which is caused by the
active light, or grace, or working of God upon the spiritual faculty of
the belieyer, which is given by the Holy Spirit through Christ, and is
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formed by communion with Him. This spiritual faculty, when
implanted, is recipient of the light of God imparted, as the oil in
vegetables is recipient of the light of the sun. Hence we find this oil
used symbolically in the Old Testament as the special qualific"tion or
predisposition of any person or thing to the most holy appointments;
and without it nothing was acceptablc or approved. Hence also, the
blessed Person Who finished salvation is called the Messiah, or Christ,
or Anointed, because His human nature, as the Head of His people,
was anointed with the holy oil, or the Divine Spirit, that it might flow
to them from Himself, and be in them by virtue of their union with
Him. And from thence, too, as believers are called Nazarites and
saints, because of their separation from the world, so they are named
Christians because they have an unction of this oil from the Holy One,
and by it are made holy and disposed for life eternal.
Here we may behold one of the brightest mysteries of the Christian
faith. Christ is the light, as God, acting upon the holy oil in His people
for their spiritual growth and improvement; and Christ is the Life of
His people, as God-man, supplying them constantly by His Spirit with
that holy oil, by which they have communion with the light, or Divine
nature, so as to live and grow thereby. Thus, the redeemed, " being
joined to the Lord, are one spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). Thus," He that
sanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one" (Heb. ii. 11).
And thus, in yet stronger terms, "They all are one, as the Father is in
Christ, and Christ is in the Father, and one in the Father and the Son,
for the glory, given to the Son by the Father, is given to them by the
Son, who is in them, as the Father is in him" (John xvii. 21, etc.). If
Christ Himself had not revealed this glorious truth, what man upon
earth could have conceived, or, conceiving, could have dared to
express it?
Upon the whole it may be observed that there are three distinctions
to be made in the word "grace," which have an immediate and
inseparable relation to each other, which distinctions, if observed, may
possibly release the mind from much embarrassment, which the confusion or misapplication of the term has sometimes occasioned to
serious people. In its first and leading sense, grace means the free and
fixed favour or affection, which God has set upon His people; and, of
course, this is an independent and voluntary motion of the Divine mind
for their salvation. "He hath mercy, on whom He will have mercy."
The second distinction of grace is the manifestation of this affection in
God. Now, as whatever manifests is light, this flowing of the Divine
love to sinners is called the light of God's countenance, i.e., the evidence
or appearance of His favour and mercy. This is that grace imparted,
by which they see the wisdom and glory of God's salvation, and their
unalienable interest in it; like as, by the material light, imparted from
tbe sun, a man may survey the nature, extent, and worth of a temporal
estate. This grace imparted works upon and with the grace which is
implanted; and this last is that regeneration by the Holy One which
is given to the soul, including the capacity or faculty of spiritual life,
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and acting in that capacity with the grace imparted, from moment to
moment, so as to produce the fruits of love and joy inwardly, and of
all other righteonsness outwardly, for the glory of God. This is
emblematically represented by the agency of the light upon the juiees
in vegetables, enabling them to exercise their several functions of life.
All the other ideas of the term grace maybe traced from one or other
of these three, as so many branches springing from them.
In this distinction of grace into essential, manifestative, and
possessive, may also be observed the respective offices of the everblessed Trinity, of whieh (as it would be too copious a matter to treat
of them particularly in this place) the following valedictory words of
the apostle may afford an application: "The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost,
be with you all. Amen."
Having thus, as briefly as possible, explained the terms, we will
recur to the symbol which led us to consider them.
It was observed that an extraordinary degree of light and heat was
necessary in snmmer to carry on the progress of vegetation. So, in
the Christian field, the believing soul needs daily and continually
the light of life to act upon him for his increase, health, and maturity.
The Christian has no life essentially in himself, but lives by the faith of
the Son of God. He eonld no more flourish and abound in good works,
or (whieh is the same) exert the acts of spiritual life, of himself, than a
plant could grow and bear frnit without the sun. All bodies are
opaqne, and have no light but from the solar orb; and there is no
principle of grace, holiness, sanctification, righteousness, or spiritual
energy (call it by which name you please, though the terms are not
precisely used by divines, which has occasioned debate and confusion)
in any believer in the world, but as he derives it, continually, from the
Godhead through the Mediator. His faith and hope are not of himself,
but are expansions of the holy oil in his new nature, energized and
acted upon by those emanations of celestial light which descend from
the Lord of glory. "In Him (says the apostle) we live, and move,
and have our being."
Hence we may see (for we cannot immediately quit this momentous
subject) the force of that injunction in the ceremonial law, by which
oil was so frequently prescribed. There was oil for the light, oil to be
mingled with the offerings, and oil for the anointings; all which served
to denote that nothing could be acceptable, nothing have the favour of
God, nothing be truly sacred and devoted to Him, without that unction
of the divine Spirit which, flowing through the great anointed One, is
the spiritual oil, gladdening all the people of God, and purifying both
them and all their services to Him. Thus, the wise virgins had oil in
their lamps, by which they might have an immediate communication
of light; in other words, they had the spirit of grace in them, and
could hold spiritnal communion with the heavenly Bridegroom, as
truly as persons can feast with joy at a temporal marriage (Matt
xxv. 10). "Ye were sometime darkness (says St. Paul to the Ephesians),
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but now are ye light in the Lord"; and this is the frnit or effect of
the Spirit, Who supplies the soul with that heavenly oil which capacitates
the soul to shine with heavenly light. For this reason it seems that
the twelve tribes of Israel, representing the elect of God, are called
Urim and Thnmmim (lights and perfections), which were precious
stones, with the names of the trihes engraven (not written) upon them,
and placed upon the breast of the high priest, to show how near and
dear the faithful are to their Redeemer, and that their names shall
never be blotted out. They are lights, because they are formed to
admit the rays of divine light, as a precious stone is for the free
admission of the natural; and they are perfections, because they are
perfect and complete in Christ, as the precious stones were upon the
breast of the high priest. United in one plate, that grand assemblage
of stones, called the fulness of stone all set in pure gold, was named,
what in our Bibles is rendered" the breast-plate of judgment," but
which perhaps more justly might have been rendered the seat of the
decree, from the midst of which responses were given concerning the
welfare of Israel. Thus, the redeemed are one compact frame of
jewels, without defect or redundancy, conjoined with perfect purity,
borne by the Redeemer on His bosom, and the seat or rest of the divine
decrees; for in them all the determinations of grace and providence
are ultimately fixed and concentred, and, according to their welfare,
is every answer to prayer given. Christ, their true High-Priest, bore
their names on His shoulders to support them by His strength, and on
His breast to endear them by His love (Exod. xxviii. 12-29). Herein
is the promise, made to Levi of old, fulfilled to the spiritual Levi,
devoted to God, "Thy 'l.'hummim and thy Urim are of the person,
having mercy upon thee-The Lord blesseth his substance, and the
work of his hands" (Deut. xxxiii. 8, 11). All his perfections, and
progress towards perfection; all his lights, by which he knows God
and is known of Him, are from that merciful God-man, Who blesses
him in body and soul, and prospers him in the way of salvation.
Let us only add to the length of these observations one reflection
more, which we may gather from the natural object before us. As
the free union and communication of the light and oil, with the other
properties in nature, constitute the health, vigour, and increase of
vegetables, so the gracious co=union of God's love in Christ, and
His light, or the sense and view of it, by Christ, ripen and predispose
the souls of the faithful for that state of perfection and bliss which God
hath appointed for them, and which, therefore, they shall most assuredly
obtain.
n. How strongly doth a garden itself illustrate and enforce the
great doctrines of which we have been treating 1 In its first view, as
a piece of ground selected and taken out of the common field, fenced
round, and appropriated to special culture and delight; how beautiful
an exemplification is this of that divine favour which chose God's
people, His spiritual garllen, out of the common wilderness of this
world. which walled it round so as that nothing can break down the
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everlasting bounds, and which hath ordained that the trees should
bring forth fruit, and that their fruit should remain ~ In another
view, the c.onstant cultnre of a garden, ill its several circumstances
breaking up the ground, planting, pruning, watering, adorning, of
defending from inclement weather, etc., most aptly represents the
great work and office of the divine Spirit, in disposing and fitting the
heirs of salvation to life eternal. Thus, they are not only a garden,
but a watered garden; rendered delightfully cool in the most scorching
heat, and peculiarly fruitful in the most parching clime. The garden
of Eden is a description of human nature before the fall; every tree
was pleasant to the sight, every fruit was good for food. The heart of
man contained nothing but what was beflllt.iful for his Maker to look
on, or happy for himself to enjoy. Since the loss of that perfect form,
human nature has been turned into a land of wandering, where every
sonl is restless in the pursuit of good, and into a barren wilderness,
where it can find none. The Lord, of His own free mercy, in this
howling waste hath planted a second garden, with better defences
than the former, the trees of which are calculated to bear more sure,
ricb, and permanent fruits. His eye is ever upon it, His hand continually
improves it, and His heart delights therein with everlasting affection.
There is a striking type of this grace in Deut. xi. 10, etc. The people
of God had been called ont of Egypt (and His Church hath its name in
both Testaments, because it is called out of the world) in which they
sowed their seed, and watered it with their foot; i.e., they were called
out from among worldly men, who sow their own counsels and purposes, .
and endeavour to make them prosper by their own skill and labour.
But the land to which they were led was a land of hills and valleys, not
to be fructified by a certain flow of water, as was Egypt by the river
Nile; i.e., the temporal or second causes of success and prosperity
were removed from them. They were not to expect blessings from
nature, but from the God of nature. Of this they had a particular
earnest before they entered upon this land; for they had every day
(the Sabbath-day excepted) their daily bread rained down upon them
from heaven, during a course of forty years in their passage through
the wilderness. It was also" land where they shonld look from the
rain of heaven to receive the waters, a land which the Lord had
purposed for them as a lesson of His mind and will, and a land on
which the eyes of God continnally rested from the beginning to the
end of the year; i.e., the providence of God should support their
bodies, and His Spirit their souls, according to the settled counsels of
His government; for His eyes are upon His people to do them good,.
through time and throughout eternity. To the same effect is the
Psalmist's acknowledgment in Psalm cvii. 34, etc. The Israelites
were to depend upon God for everything, and upon their own wisdom,
righteousness, and strength for nothing; and so is the whole Church of
God, from the beginning to the end of time. The consequence of
which is, that the Lord supplies everything in its due season, plenteously
in its proper and appointed time. The text further says, and repeats
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it, that the Lord, will give all blessings to support, comfort, mature,
and carry on both spiritual and natural life; and these are expressed
by the symbols of corn, and wine, and oil. They were not to be earned,
but bestowed; not hardly procured, but freely given. All the men
in the world cannot draw a drop of water from the clouds, nor all the
Christians in the world a spark of grace from above. Both must be
freely sent, and gratuitously granted from Him Who ruleth all in all.
To carry on the spiritual parallel from the above text, and to pursue
it through its natural and historical circumstances, would require a
volume. Here we can only give hints, and those but faint and
imperfect, of that glorious wisdom, grace, love, and power, which
pierce like irresistible rays through the veil of nature, and beyond it
irradiate the objects of that spiritual world which, but for the
reciprocal light of God's word and works, would be concealed and
invisible to the keenest eye among men.
Ill. Yonder beautiful fir-tree which urges its point, like a spire,
towards the clouds, marks every year its ascent, and shows its periodical
gradations almost from the very root. Lately, it laboured among
the surrounding shrubs, which seemed envious of its rise, and urging
to keep it down; but now it has fairly left them all beneath, and
receives a freer enjoyment of the air and sun.
Thus the Christian, when weak in faith and newly partaking the
spiritual life, finds a thousand lets and hindrances to the free contemplation and enjoyment of the love of God. He is a grain of mustard
seed in the garden of grace, small in size, and humble in show. But
having radically an immortal vigour, he still presses upwards, takes
stronger and stronger root, and gradually spreads forth his branch
upon branch. Like the plants of his garden, he receives new and
new laminm, or increasing coverings and substance to his trunk, from
season to season, according to the apostolic description of adding grace
to grace (2 Pet. i. 5.-See also Rom. v. 4). He was first weak, then
strong in the Lord. An acorn, when planted in the ground, sends
forth a true oak, but yet a small one. It becomes timber by degrees.
So the faith of a Christian is at first a weak and humble confidence,
feels much oppression from carnal reason and spiritual foes, and gains
strength only in proportion as it is nurtured from above. The weakest
faith of the newest convert is indeed invincible, because it is defended
and supported by an almighty hand; but it cannot be called the
plerophory or full assurance, because it hath not fully received its
spiritual tuition, is unacquainted with spiritual exercise, and rarely
knows what to choose or what to avoid in doubtful propositions (Rom.
xiv. 1). All faith is truly reliance; but certainly there is some
difference in the weight and proportions of that reliance. First, it
believes, then embraces, and lastly (as the highest degree) it adheres
to the Lord, and clings close to His salvation, of which in that act it
becomes assured. But, in the ordinary course of God's working, it no
more becomes the full assurance at first than an acorn becomes timber
in one year. Some mistakes seem to have been started upon this
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important subject, and therefore it may be worth ~hile to canvas it
with more attention, especially as many sincere persons have distressed
themselves upon the assertions of others, who appear to have considered
faith rather as sensible vision and revelation, than a spiritual disposition
wrought in the soul to believe in God, and to confide all its interest and
happiness to Him. And there are others, who have by faith meant
comfort, which is rather sense than anything else. It is true comfort
follows faith, but has no necessary connection with it in its exercises;
for many have believed most faithfully, who, in the act of faith, have
felt no comfort at all. Comfort came afterwards, and ever will succeed
true faith sooner or "later. "After ye believed, ye were sealed," says
the apostle.
We must look to the original Scriptures, and to the original language
of the Scriptures, to clear this point. There we shall find that God
(and Christ as God) proposes Himself as the truth, the fixed, the
settled foundation, which nothing can overthrow or confound. Hence
all the promises are in Christ, Amen, that is, fixed upon Him as the
solid foundation, and therefore worthy to be believed. And men are
said to believe (which is a word derived from the same root) when they
rest upon this foundation. They have then a fundamental stability.
Now, God being the truth itself, all His words must be true. The
Christian is enabled to receive this divine testimony, puts his seal to
the truth of it, and (as one justly expressed it) " takes God at His word."
Thus the object of faith is certain, so as to remove all just occasion of
doubt. The nature of faith itself, in its own essence, is also certitude;
but the act and exercise of this faith, or its existence in the human
heart, being clogged with manifold corruptions, the Christian can neither
fully believe as he ought, nor perfectly trust as he would. Looking,
however, at faith in its simple idea, we may define it to be that gracious
perception of the renewed mind which discovers the truth of God,
accompanied by an ardent affection of the renewed heart which
embraces it; and both wrought in the believer by the Holy Spirit, and
sustained, increased, and completed, by His agency alone. Thus he
rests and is built upon the foundatiou-the whole Trinity as the grand
basis, Christ as the chief Corner-stone, and next upon the apostles and
prophets, as founded upon Him. "Other foundation than this can
no man lay"; and without it all the visions and revelations in the
world are not worth a reflection. Luther had a full conception of the
excellence of faith, and the true strength of its foundation, when he
expressed himself in these words: "As I do not esteem myself
qualified t'ither to have or to interpret particular revelations; so I do
not desire for myself that sort of faculty or knowledge, and have begged
of God that He would not send either visions, or dreams, or angels,
to me. I am content with this gift, that I have the holy Word, which
abundantly teaches, and supplies whatever is necessary both for this
life and for life eternal. In this I believe, and here I rest, with a certain
impossibility of not being deceived. Nor do I derogate by this from
the gifts of others if possibly, beside the Scripture, God may have
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revealed any thing by dreams, or visions, or angels. They may indeed
be gifts; bnt they are snch as I neither care for nor desire. For I
tremble at that infinite multitude of delusions, artifices, and impostnres,
by which Satan hath deceived the world for so many ages under the
Papacy: so that if I cannot credit the snfficiency of the Holy Scripture,
I certainly shall not easily believe either angel, or vision, or dream."
And, in another place, he adds: "I have often said, that from the first,
I have always intreated the Lord, that He would never send dreams,
or visions, or angels, to me. For many fanatical spirits have attacked
me, of whom one has boasted of his dreams, another of his visions,
another of his revelations, by which all of them would have drawn me
after them. Bnt I have always answered that I never desired revelations of that sort, and that I had no dependence npon them, when
proposed. My most ardent wish is, that God would give me the true
sense and understanding of His holy Word: for, if I have the Word,
I am sure of walking in the right path, and that I cannot easily err or
be deceived. Indeed, I had rather have David's nnderstanding than
prophetical visions, which, I believe, David did not greatly desire.
Let me explore the certain meaning of the Scripture. The fanatics,
with their dreams, would have led me some one way, some another;
so that if I had attended to them, I must have changed my doctrine
thirty or forty times. If I have the Word, I am sure that God and His
angels are with me." (Luth. Cam. in Gen. apud Wits. Mise. Sacr.
Vo!' i., p. 379). If others, who have pretended to wonderful communications from above, had received the blessing to be thus faithful,
the Christian world had been spared many effnsions of absurdity, the
cause of God saved much unnecessary reproach, and many a simple
heart preserved from uncertainty and distress. However, it is
melancholy to observe that many of these revelationists, with all their
boasted intercourse with heaven, live npon earth with less order in
their lives, and with more slavery to human passions, than even some
decent people who make no pretence to religion at all. It is also sad
to reflect how many of these high pretenders have come to nothing.
But, one would not be understood to affirm that God doth never
vouchsafe extraordinary communications and testimonies of Himself;
for these have occurred upon some extraordinary occasions. They
were, however, uncommon and extraordinary, and are not to be looked
for, because they are not promised. And let them come when they
may, or how they may, if they are not agreeable to the written Word,
and to the law and testimony revealed, they are to be exploded as
delusions, and suspected rather to be suggestions of the devil than
impressions from God.
(To be continued.)
As men take no hold on the arm of flesh, till they let go the arm of
God, so men take no hold on error, till they have let go their hold of
trnth; therefore, hold fast the truth.-Brooks.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
ON Thursday afternoon, September 5th, a public meeting, in aid of
the Society will (D. V.) be held in the Round Gardens, Walton·on-Naze.
Mr. Ebenezer CaIT, a member of the Board, will take the Chair at
5.15 o'clock, and addresses will be given by the Revs. D. L. Johnson,
M.A., T. H. Cook, J. Silvester, M.A., and other friends. The attendance
of all visitors to the town and district, interested in the work, is
heartily invited.
The 72nd Anniversary of the Camberwell Home was a largely
attended gathering. Mr. E. Mitchell preached in the afternoon from
the words, "We would see Jesus." In the evening, Mr. Samuel
Combridge, of Brighton, presided, and most ably pleaded the cause
of the Society, drawing special attention to the great foundation
truths upon which it is based. The Revs. J. B. Barraclough, M.A.,
O. S. Dolbey, E. White, and F. W. Nugent, gave excellent addresses.
Collections were taken for the Benevolent Fund, for assisting sick
and infirm inmates, one of whom is 89 years of age, and another 87.
The 100th Annual Report has now been issued, together with a
facsimile of the First Report, together constituting a pleasant memento
of the Centenary Year, and clearly revealing that no change in the
principles and spirit of the Institution has ever taken place. The
Society is indeed a memorial of the faithfulness of our Covenantkeeping God, and its history is calculated to confirm the faith of the
Lord's people in the divine purposes of grace.
A friend writes: "Well can I remember, in the days of boyhood,
standing by the bed of a grandmother, an aged saint of God, who lived
to 75, and who, though blind, could repeat to her grandchildren,
portion after portion, promise after promise, which she had for years
treasured in her heart. Nor can I ever lose the bright and hopeful
smile of a godly mother, who was a sufferer for years before her death.
She would sometimes say to us as she heard of one and another cut
off in life's prime, 'Why am I spared ~ I feel so helpless, and such a
burden.' And we would reply: 'Oh, Mother dear, say not so; you
keep us all together; you are the centre around which all our family
life revolves.' This is surely the experience of thousands." And so
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society keeps loved ones in their own homes,
and among their relatives and friends, where they fulfil a purpose in
their quiet influence and happily realize the truth of Milton's famous
(
line in his sonnet upon his blindness :U

They also serve who only stand and wait."
.it

THERE are three things which, if a Christian could constantly keep
in view, would keep him humble, viz., what he once was, what he
is now, and what he will be hereafter.-Anon.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
IN the House of Commons recently, Mr. Austin Taylor asked the Prime
Minister if his attention had been called to a recent utterance of the
Bishop of London, in which he exhorted the Crown to reconsider its
present method of exercising ecclesiastical patronage; if he proposed
to take any steps to avoid a repetition of the procedure recently adopted
with the approval of the Bishop, by which the induction of an
Evangelical clergyman appointed by the Crown to the living of
St. Saviour's, Hoxton, was prevented; and if it was proposed to
transfer the patronage of that living from the Crown to the sole
patronage of the Bishop of London. The Prime Minister, in replying,
said :-" I have seen a report of the sermon to which my hon. friend
appears to allude", but I cannot find any exhortation in it. The Vicar
of St. Saviour's, Hoxton, was, I understand, allowed by the Bishop to
withdraw his resignation before his living was declared vacant. I
have no control over these proceedings. I am considering whether
the names of Crown nominees should be divulged in future before the
vacancies actually occur. An arrangement has been for some time
under consideration whereby there would be an interchange of shares
of patronage-that is, of alternate rights of patronage between the
Crown and the Bishop. If this exchange is carried out, this particular
living would pass wholly to the Bishop-others of equivalent value
passing wholly to the Crown."--The Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's
have accepted the design of Mr. Reginald Blomfield for "St. Paul's
Cross," to be erected in the Cathedral churchyard on the historic site
where Latimer and other leading Protestant Reformers used to address
vast audiences on Reformation subjects. The cost of the new erection
will be provided out of a sum of £5,000 bequeathed for the purpose by
the late Mr. H. C. Richards, K.C., M.P.-who, strange to say, was a
Ritualist and a member of the E.C.U.--The Northe:rn Star, a Roman
Catholic paper published at Belfast, has obtained a legal opinion as to
the lawfulness of lotteries for Roman Catholic purposes. The conclusion arrived at by the legal gentleman consulted was as follows:
" I have interviewed the legal authorities, and they are of the opinion
-which I have entertained for a considerable time-that, according
to the strict letter of the Act of George IV., lotteries are illegal,
irrespective of the purpose of the lottery." Commenting on this legal
opinion, the Northe:rn Star states that" in Ireland Church lotteries
enjoy virtual immunity from prosecution." This ought not to be.
The law ought to be impartially enforced, whether against Roman
Catholic or Protestant lotteries. These wicked methods cannot benefit
the canse of true religion anywhere, and they implant in young people
a love for gambling which necessarily leads to disastrous results.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE King, who is undergoing the water " cure" at Marieubad, has
held interviews with the Germau Emperor aud the Emperor of Austria,
which are reported as likely to lead to importaut results iu the interest
of interuational peace.
.
Duriug the past month serious rioting took place in Belfast, arising
chiefly from trade disputes. So acute was the conflict that several
thousands of soldiers were drafted into the city, and the mob-which
belouged mainly to the Roman Catholic quarter-was fired upon with
fatal results. Peace was at length restored, and work has been
resumed by the various trades in the Ulster city.
Some interesting items of news conuected with the world-wide
operations of the Y.M.C.A. were recently reported. Amongst t.b.ese
we note that :-The Danish National Y.M.C.A. gathering was held at
Aarhus, where there were 300 delegates, and where in several of the
meetings upwards of 4,000 persons were present. The Danish Alliance
now numbers 311 Associations, with 11,820 members, while 67 Associations carry on special work for boys.-At Bendigo, Australia, a campaign has been set on foot for a new Y.M.C.A. building, to cost £10,000.
A strong citizens' committee has been formed, with the Mayor as
Chairman.-At the Madras annual meeting held recently the report
showed that the total membership of the five branches is now 622 ;
there are fifty-five men in the hostel, which is far too small to meet the
need.-Some remarKable statistical particulars are to hand of the
three months' camp work already undertaken this season by the
Lancashire Divisional Union of Y.M.C.A.'s under the direction of Mr.
A. K. Yapp. More than 50,000 letters have been written and some
65,000 postcards, while many hundreds of parcels have also been
dispatched from the Y.M.C.A. tents, making the very large total of
nearly 118,000 postal items which have passed through the hands of
the Association workers. Mr. E. J. Allan Frost has conducted very
successful camps at Lyndhurst and Beanlieu, from July 20th to 27th;
while the Welsh Executive, under Mr. T. Gwilym James, did splendidly
with the South Wales Border Brigade at Porthcawl from July 17th to
29th. The work of the Scottish Y.M.C.A.'s in their permanent bnilding
in the Stobs Camp is in full swing, and is being very greatly appreciated
by the commanding officers and men.
, THE best way to do ourselves good is to be doing good to others;
the best way to gather is to scatter.-Brooks.
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THE MYRTLE TREE: AN ANTIDOTE TO THE PERNICIOUS "BRIER
BUSH" LITERATURE OF RECENT YEARS. By GEORGE ALEXANDER
(Birkenhead). Pp. 325. 3s. 6d. net; postage 4d. extra.
(London: Farncombe & Son, 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Hill; or, of tjle Author, 104, Bridge Street, Birkenhead). 1907.
The name of the author of this volume has for many years been
familiar among the readers of our MAGAZI'IE as that of a gracious and
faithful witness for the whole counsel of God. Under the title of the
"Myrtle Tree" he has gathered into book form a wide variety of
Scripture contemplations which have already appeared separately in
various monthly publications. These contributions, possessing, as
they do, much more than ordinary merit, are well calculated to edify
established believers, and to encourage the hearts of the Lord's lit.tle
ones whose doubts are many, and whose fears often bring them into
bondage. In doctrinal matters, Mr. Alexander's expositions of the
Scriptures are discriminating, his style is vigorous, his spirit is singularly
tender in its sympathies, and his contendings against all forms of
religious error are uncompromising and invincible. We cordially
wish for his new volume a wide and spiritually useful circulation.

IF any of the elect perish, God is overcome by man's perverseness;
but none of them perish, because God, Who is omnipotent, can by
no means be overcome.-Augustine.
.
THE Christian, like all other men, comes into the world destitute
of all good, he leaves it destitute of all evil. He comes in possessing
nothing but poverty; he goes out of it and leaves all poverty behind
him. The unbeliever leaves all his wealth behind him, and carries
all his poverty with him to the bottomless pit.-Anon.
WE all lost our wealth in Adam, who sunk us into wretched poverty;
from dignity to disgrace; from liberty to bondage; from love to
enmity. But as Christ was not in Adam, He lost nothing; He
being the fruit of the womb, not the fruit of the loins as all others are.
" Blessed is the fruit of thy womb," said Elizabeth to Mary (Luke i. 24).
-J. Jenner.
WHAT Paul once said concerning bonds and affiictions, that they
attended him in every place, the same may believers say concerning
temptations, that they attend them in every place, in every calling, in
every condition, in every company in every service; but, that the
hearts of His people and temptations may not meet, the Lord is pleased
to strengthen them by His best and choicest gifts.-Brooks.

