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INIMITABLE FAITH.

" By faith they passed thrO'ltgh the Red Sea as by dry land: which
the Egyptians assaying to do, were drowned.-HEB. xi. 29.

THAT faith which is the gift of GOD and which Is in due time
bestowed upon redeemed sinners cannot be imitated by nature.
It is unique in its origin, its energies, and its activities. That was a
perilous experiment which the host of PHARAOH tried when they
" assayed" to pass through the Rea Sea without faith. For it was
by faith alone that the Israelites, at the command of JEHOVAH,
went down into the deep, journeyed on till the dawn of day, and
came forth a delivered people. Natural faith is little better than
presumption, rashness, and folly. It is necessarily barren of
spiritual results. When it aHects to do that which only" precious
faith" (2 Pet. i. 1) can perform, it betrays its impotence and
brings into confusion those who rely upon it. Vital faith relies,
not upon itself, but upon its DIVlNE OBJECT-the LIVING GOD.
Its warrant is the Word of eternal truth. By prayer it wrestles
and prevails, and thus all gracious believers are "princes with
GOD." The grace of faith is a working grace-" faith worketh
by love" (Gal. v. 6). Faith is the means, love the motive
power that actuates. Spiritual works are the sure evidence of a
real faith in GOD. Faith without such works is dead, barren,
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illusory. "The devils also believe," but their faith does not work
by love. The faith which PHARAOH exercised when he led his
war chariots into the dry depths of the Red Sea was one whose
motive was hatred-hatred of the people of GOD. It therefore
ended in ·death and destruction. " By faith Israel passed through
the Red Sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do,
were drowned." Creature faith is the weakest of all human confidences. It is like a broken reed. It pierces the hand of him who
leans upon it. How terrible is the thought that myriads of religious
professors are well satisfied with counterfeit, artificial faith-just
such as the Egyptians assumed·! What, dear readers, was that
faith worth when the LORD took off the wheels of PHARAOH'S
proudly horsed chariots, so that they drave heavily; and what
value did it possess when the sea returned in its strength ~ .And
what will the graceless faith of the vast body of Christendom avail
in the Great Day when the secret motives of all hearts shall be
revealed ~ Oh, for an increase of that faith which fears not the
fiery furnace of trial, temptation, and persecution, for that is the
faith of the operation of GOD the HOLY GHOST. "There is "-as
DAVID said of the sword which he had wrested from the dying
grasp of GOLIATH-" none like it!" "This is the victory that
overcometh the world." Winds and waves yield obedience to the
actings of faith, because it lays hold on the strength of GOD-the
omnipotent hand which rules throughout the universe. "All
things are possible to him that believeth."
" Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,
And looks to that alone,
Laughs at impossibilities,
And says, 'It shall be done! ' "
The truth of this, however, is not at all times realised by our
poor hearts, and we fall very far short of victory. This fact,
notwithstanding, in no way hinders the purposes of GOD. "If we
believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself "
(2 Tim. ii. 13). That precious truth is th~ sheet anchor of our
security, beloved Christian reader.
"By faith Israel passed through the Red Sea." Yes; the
redeemed of the LORD passed into, through, and out of the deep
waters, for J EHOVAH holds the. floods in the hollow of His hand.
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"The sea is His." The holy triumph of the PSALMIST finds utterance
when he asks-" What ailed thee, 0 thou sea, that thou fleddest ? "
(Ps. cxiv. 5). And in like" manner the proud waves of adversity
and tribulation have often been divinely compelled to give place
and flee before some poor weak child of GOD when the appointed
time for his deliverance has drawn nigh. How forcibly illustrated
is this truth in the case of believing J OSEPH when a prisoner of the
LORD for righteousness' sake. " Whose feet they hurt with fetters :
he waa laid in iron: until the time that His Word came; the Word
of the LoRD tried him " (Ps. cv. 18, 19). Then a great deliverance
was wrough~" the king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of
the people, and let him go free." The enemy cannot retain in his
grasp the afflicted, poor, and needy, when once the mighty GoD of
JACOB arises to the rescue.
How beautifully simple was the faith of the host led by MOSES
when the LORD bade them" Go forward!" We trace no sign of
fear, we hear not a single voice of doubt or murmuring. They
descend silently, step by step, into the strange depths, with a lofty
watery wall on the right hand and on the left hand. What a
marvellous display of the mighty power and all-sufficient providence
of Israel's Covenant GOD was this! And then the Pillar of Fire
(indwelt by the ANGEL OF GOD'S PRESENCE) presently brought up
the rear-bright light to the redeemed company of 600,000 marshalled men, but blacknesa of darkness to their pitilesa persecutorsand so till the morning watch. "And the LORD said unto MOSES,
stretch out thine hand over the sea that the waters may come again
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.
And MOSES stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea
returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the
Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians
in the midst of the sea. And the waters returned, and covered the
chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came
into the sea after them: there remained not so much as one of
them. Thus the LORD saved ISRAEL that day out of the hand of the
Egyptians: and ISRAEL saw the Egyptians dead upon the seashore. And ISRAEL saw the great work which the LORD did upon
the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the
LORD, and His servant MOSES" (Exod. xiv. 26-31). Oh, for a like
0;
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measure of faith in the word of Covenant promise-" Fear ye not,
stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will shew
to you to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye
shall see them no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and
ye shall hold your peace" (Exod. xiv. 13, 14). All came to pass.
Thus is it best, it is sweet, to lie passive in the hands of our heavenly
FATHER, and to know no will but His. There is " dry land" at
bottom of the deepest sea of tribulation through which the redeemed
Church of GOD must pass-but its revelation is a matter of
"standing still to see" the salvation of GOD. Let us, then,
patiently and trustingly "wait," until our direst necessity prove
to be His opportunity.
" GoD doth not bid thee wait,
To disappoint at last;
A golden promise, fair and great,
In precept-mould is cast.
Soon shall the morning gild
The dark horizon rim ;
Thy heart's desire shall be fulfilled;
, Wait patiently for Him.'
" The weary waiting-times
Are but the muflled peals,
Low preluding celestial chimes
That hail His chariot-wheels.
Trust Him to tune thy voice
To blend with seraphim ;
His 'Wait' shall issue in 'Rejoice! '
, Wait patiently for Him.'

,

" He doth not bid thee wait,
Like driftwood on the wave,
For fickle chance or fixed fate
To ruin or to save.
Thine eyes shall surely see,
No distant hope or dim,
The LoRD thy GoD arise for thee:
'Wait patiently lOT Him!'"
THE EDITOR.

GoD in the Church discovers the glory of all His attributes. It is
in a man's house where his riches and state are seen; it is in the
Church God makes Himself known more than in all the world besides.
-Okarnock.
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SPIRITUAL WARFARE.
"Lt good soldier

0/ Jesus Ohrist. "-2 TB!. ii. 3.

THE calling of a sinner saved by grace is in Scripture likened to the
avocation of a soldier. The appositeness of the metaphor is in
lIIlany particulars apparent. Oonflict is the common characteristic
of Christian experience. Salvation from sin, the world, the flesh,
and Satan is inseparable from the spiritual life. The implacable
foes of the Church of God will never yield in this warfare, but to
the end will maintain :,the struggle. It is, however, well that
believers know this, for it tends to keep them on their watch-towers,
and to warn them of the necessity of preserving their weapons
bright" keen, and ever close at hand. The Apostle Paul, writing
to his young son in the faith-TImothy-terms the believer's life
of holy conflict" the good fight of faith" (1 Tim. vi. 12). It indeed
is a fight. It admits of no truce, no compromise, no surrender. It
is also a " good" fight, for it ends in promised, assured, victory.
The glorious Captain of His redeemed Church's salvation never yet
Illd to defeat. The fight is "good," because it is conducted on
principles of righteousness and truth. It is a good fight" of faith,"
for" this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."
Faith grasps" the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God,"
and, relying implicitly upon its effectiveness, refuses all substitutes,
aids, and accessories. Faith draws her energies, her inspiration,
and her indomitable endurance from a Divine Source. The Covenant promises of the Word constitute her sufficient warrant to
count upon a triumphant termination to her warfare with the
powers of darkness. "So fight I, not as one that beateth the air,"
writes the Apostle. He knew that his struggle with evil was sub·
stantial conquest. There was no uncertainty or unreality in it.
And thus all true followers of the Captain of Salvation wield the
spiritual sword with hope and confidence. The three great forces
of the enemy may combine against the camp of the saints, but by
faith in the blood of the Lamb these resist and become possessors of
the promised crown.
,The loyalty of " the good soldier of Jesus Christ " constrains him
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to endure willingly the "hardness" of his profession. He loves
his blessed Lord supremely, and "the offence of the cross" is
embraced as a badge of discipleship. The Apostle, writing to the
Galatians, speaks of "bearing in his body the marks of the Lord
Jesus "-no doubt, scars received by him at the hands of those
who persecuted him for the Gospel's sake. We remember how,
on one occasion, he was left as dead by a Jewish band who stoned
him 'With murderous purpose. Yet, by the love he bore his adorable
Redeemer, he recorded with joy his sufferings-" Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in 'reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions,
in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I
strong" (2 Cor. xii. 10). The early Christian martyrs, and the
faithful witnesses' of Christ who in His holy Name died at the
Papal stake in the reigns of Henry the Eighth and Mary Tudor,
exhibited the triiunphs of grace over nature, and over the ensnaring
fear of man. And, short of shedding blood, an innumerable company of Christ's faithful witnesses have gained spiritual victories
on which history is silent. But the names of all these are inscribed
in the Book of Jehovah's remembrance, and their patient endurance
of privations for their Master's beloved sake will yet be proclaimed
in the presence of an assembled universe.
The "good soldier" forsakes all private concerns, and gives
himself wholly to the one vocation of arms. " No man that
warreth enta.ngleth himself with the affairs of this life; that
he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier"
(2 Tim. ii. 4). The heart of a faithful follower of Christ is an
undivided heart. The enrolled soldier of the cross is "all for"
his Lord. Love and gratitude' are tbe mighty motives actuating
the obedience of true discipleship. It is at this point that the
hireling mercenary betrays his profession! When persecution
arises for the Word of Truth's sake, he is offended, and 'his
insincere service is made apparent. :The genuine soldier delights
in glorifying his Captain by " resisting unto blood, striving against
sin." Oh, brethren, how far are we shedding our blood in this
conflict with sin 1 Do we count our lives dear unto us 1 What
does it cost us in maintaining the honour of our Lord's Name, and
in uncompromisingly upholding His Word in these days of apostasy,
error, and graceless profession 1
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We have every encouragement to hold out. The armour wherewith we are clad for the conflict is the panoply, ot whole armour,
of God. There is nothing lacking in our spiritual outfit for purposes
of both attack and defence. All" the fiery darts of the wicked"
are powerless when once they strike the impenetrable "shield of
faith." The fire-tipped arrows of Satan are speedily quenched
when boldly met by that faith which is of the operation of God the
Holy Spirit. The" good soldier of Jesus Christ" stands firm in
the evil day. It has been well remarked that no mention is made
of any armour for the back! Retreat is not provided for. The
Lord ever faithfully covers the heads of His trustful army in the
day of battle. "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors, through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded"
(blessed persuasion !) "that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord"
(Rom. viii. 35, 37-39). What a glorious heritage, then, is that of
the "good soldier." How full of cheer is the outlook of the
believer in conflict. "Be thou faithful unto death: and I will
give thee a crown of life." Meanwhile, the peace which passeth all
understanding may well keep our hearts and minds through faith
in our ascended, glorified Commander and Leader. Yes, even amii..
the.,turmoil and strife surrounding us day by day, our souls may be
reposeful, quiet, and reliant on the Covenant promises of our
heaveuly Father-until He call us up unto Himself and fold us in
His bosom, where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary
are at rest.. Who can affect to describe the blessedness .of this
heavenly experience in the tried believer's soul?
"Peace in Jesus! blessed promise,
Covenant word of changeless love,
Sealed in blood, and daily witnessed
By Thy grace, Eternal Dove.
Peace in Jesus! Oh what blessing,
Calm and pure, our spirits know;
When the ties of earth forgotten,
All our joys from Jesus flow. .•
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"Softly glides Siloah's fountain
Through this wide and howling waste;
Surest, sweetest peace affording
All, its hallowed streams who taste.
From the conflict, faint and thirsty,
Deep we drain the cup of love;
Oh that deeper still our spirits
Might its endless blessings prove.
"Peace in Jesus! though around us
Rage the tempest's angry strife;
Though the deep her fountains open,
O'er them floats the ark of life.
There the weary dove, returning
From that dark and trackless sea,
Folds in peace her drooping pinions,
Sheltered from the storm in Thee.
"Though on earth we've scorn and trouble,
In ourselves but shame and sin;
All without, the reign of darkness,
Fearful conflict oft within;
He who died, and lives for ever,
Saves and guards from every ill;
Jesus walks upon the waters,
And commandeth, 'Peace, be still! ' "

, Clifton.

.T. O.

This I know is true, that assurance of pardon through the blood of
the Son of God never fails to produce in the mind the greatest
abhorrence of sin and the most earnest desires for its utter destruction.
-Brine.
" MANY, 0 Lord 1DY God, are Thy thoughts which are to us-ward"
(Ps. xl. 5). The thoughts of the Lord are ever in a very special manner
towards His tried ones-thoughts of love-thoughts of wisdomgentleness-tenderness-thoughts of blessing. The believer's thoughts
may often wander from Him, but the Lord's thoughts never wander
from the believer. They are fixed thoughts, for He thinks always and
with a loving remembrance of every need. His thoughts towards them
are many, reaching to the very least thing which has any relation to
their well-being-God forgets the sins of His people, but He never
forgets them nor their sorrows. Why, then, should the child of God
be anxious, or perplexed, or burdened, or disquieted, or cast down,
when the Lord, so gracious, so tender-hearted, and so mighty, has so
many and such loving thoughts towards him ?-Moor's Counsels and
Thoughts.

•
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."1 JOHN V. 4.
WHAT a glad note to sound is that of coming and ensured victory, amid
all that is now discouraging and accompanied with seeming defeat!
Now it is all warfare and conflict, but hereafter victory. Hot now is
the fight, the battle strong against us; the enemies many and" lively,"
but beyond all this, there is the sure reward; and peace, and rest and
victory promised" to him that overcometh." Thus, beloved reader,
would I seek a message from on high for you, at this time, to encourage your hearts; to raise the hands that hang down and confirm
the oft feeble knees, and to "say to them that are of a fearful heart,
Be strong, fear not; behold your God will come with vengeance,
even God with a recompence; He will come and save you." Victory
is already ours in Jesus, our living Head in glory, the Mighty Conqueror. "The Breaker is come up before them; they have broken
up, and passed through the gate, and are gone out by it; and their
king shall pass before them, and the Lord on the head of them." He
it is Who "shall not fail, nor be discouraged," Who would bid His
people "be of good cheer," since the battle is not theirs but God's,
and He will according to His own word of promise fight for them, and
bring them off "more than conquerors." It is this alone that
encourages and cheers His labourers, His faithful witnesses, against
the tremendous odds which now seem to be against them. The Israel
of to-day like Israel of old are but like" two little flocks of kids,"
whilst the Syrian enemy in their host "filled the country." But
with God the Lord of Hosts on our side, what matters it ? " Greater
is He that is for you, than all that can be against you."
Yes, there is victory, and it is sure. "This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." Meanwhile, faith must walk, and
work, and war. The Apostle Paul tells us by Divine inspiration that
" without faith it is impossible to please God." Faith is God's own
gift, His Divinely implanted seed, and consequently is imperishable.
It shall be" found" (1 Pet. i. 7) in that great day, when, all the purifying process over, the Refiner's work accomplished, it shall all be foundrid of every particle of dross, "unt<) praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ."
Faith, yes oftimes little faith, takes hold of a strong God, a great God,
and counts upon His victory as sure. Faith has rightly been called
"the queen of graces," and she casts her anchor in the ocean of His
love, and knows her little vessel, tossed and beaten as it may be by
the waves, shall ride every storm safely, and live at last, because the
Object of her faith "ever liveth," and has promised "He that
believeth in Me shall never die." The Lord tries His children that
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they may prove their God, and thus He proves faith in His children
but to strengthen it. For it is the believer's life. "The life that I
now live, I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave
Himself for me."
Faith looks beyond the promise, to the faithful promiser Himself,
and knows He that hath spoken will make it good, for His character
goes with His Word; His name is in His promise! Thus it was with
the patriarchs, whose has rightly been called the golden age of faith.
Look at Noah, moved with godly fear, at once preparing to build the
ark, upon the naked word of Jehovah, by which he condemned a
guilty world and believed his God would do according to His word.
See Enoch, walking with God, holding sweet and unbroken fellowship
and thus testifying against his sinful generation. How we love to
hover, too, over that wondrous trial of Abraham's faith; of Moses with
his guilty Israel; of Joseph in Egypt; of Job, whose faith could.
declare" though He slay me, yet will I trust Him"; of Nehemiah in a
heathen monarch's court, and of all the intrigues of Sanballat and his
army to ensnare the godly prophet, without success. Look at Hezekiah,
too, after those wondrous displays and proofs of God's goodness. How
necessary the Lord saw it, when the heart of his much-favoured servant
was lifted up in pride, how " the Lord left him to try him and to see
what was in his heart."
Then see the marvellous answer of those three Hebrew youths to
Nebuchadnezzar: "We are not careful to answer thee in this matter.
If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 King." When
deliverance seemed not forthcoming and they were actually cast into
the furnace heated" seven times more than it was wont to be heated,
then indeed was the time to trust a staying God! An old writer has
truly said, "It is good for us, when we know not what to do, to stand
still and see what the Lord can do." And He it is, Who if He sees fit
to make not the way of escape, enables His children to bear it.
Let me add another word for the encouragement of those whose
faith may be "little" or at a low ebb, and who cannot" attain unto
the first three" of David's followers, his" honourable men."
The inspired writer of the eleventh of Hebrews writes" By faith,"
etc. He is not led to specify faith's quantity, but he does the quality..
As we read that wondrous chapter of suffering and conquest rising out
of the bitter persecution and affliction, we think what marvellously
strong faith was theirs" who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
the violence of .fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies
of the aliens, etc., . . . these all having obtained a good report
through faith." Yes, faith was indeed a ·strong, victorious faith in
those fathers of old, and with shame we cover our faces when we think
upon this age of compromise, elasticity, and ease, and, alas! conformity all too much to the world. But since true faith is His, we
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need not be discouraged; we may not belittle it. "Oh thou of little
faith"; the grain of mustard'seed faith; the faith of the poor SyroPhrenician woman; and the faith of the Roman centurion, are all
alike precious in His sight, since faith is that living principle which is
Divinely implanted and works by obedience in all the subjects of its
grace, and shall be crowned at last.
.
"Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,
And looks to God alone,
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, 'It shall be done.' "
"And this IS the victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith."
R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
(REVELATION i. 7.)
"BEHOLD, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him,
and they also that pierced Him; and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of Him. Even so, Amen." He went away in a cloud
from Mount Olivet. He will return again to the earth in a cloud of
glory. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven;
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of Man coIning in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory." I know that I pierced Him with my many sins, but I have no
thought of wailing before Him. I believe that all my sins are" washed
away in the blood of the Lamb," according to that Promise in 1 John
i. 9-" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness." "All that the Father
giveth Me, shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no
wise cast out" (John vi. 37). "It is written in the prophets, And they
shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard,
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto Me" (verse 45). "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him
that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 11llto life" (John v. 24). The veracity
of J ehovah is unimpeachable. I rest upon it, and am safe-for time
and eternity. Heaven and earth sha\l pass away, but His word shall
not pass away.
To pass to another phase of Holy Scripture-the more I read in the
book of Revelation, am I persuaded that the Papacy is " the mother
of harlots and abominations of the earth." The Holy Ghost gives us
the key when He says, " And the woman which thou sawest is that
great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth" (Rev. xvii. 18).
And who was reigning in St. John's time 1 We read, "There went
out a decree from Cresar Augustus that all the world should be taxed"
(Luke n. 1). It was the Roman power. I can find no other; and
the Roman is the last of the four "Beasts" in Daniel vino finally
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divided into ten kingdoms, which kingdoms remain to the present
time. "Let him that hath understanding count the number of the
Beast: for it is tbe number of a man; and his number is six hundred
threescore and six." Recent events have shown us that those I-"ingdoms are fulfilling the prophetic word-" And the ten horns which
tbou SBowest upon tbe Beast, these sball hate the wbore, and shall make
her desolate, and naked, and "hall eat bel' flesh, and burn her with fire"
(Rev. xvii. 16). France, It..ly, Portugal, and even Spain, are vexing
the Papscy, that tbe word of God may be fulfilled. The" number"
is that of the false church. "Seven" is the number of the true Church
of God, according to Revelation i. 20. "The mystery of the seven
stars which thou sawept in My right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are tbe angels of the seven churches; and the
seven candlesticks which tbou SBowest, are tbe seven churcbes." The
false churc·h is distinctively worldly in its character and career. "The
righteous sball rejoice whcn be seeth the vengeance." It is the harmony of heaven that no dissentient vrice shall be raised at her judgment. All shall concur in the equity of "Jehovah's judgment."
" Even so. Amen."
MARY.
Leicester.
HARVEST-TIDE.
THE sower, oft, may have to toil beneath a frowning sky,
The seed he buries in the soil long hidden have to lie;
Sadness may cling to things that are, faith may be strained and tried,
But cheerful hope beholds afar a coming Harvest-tide.
Oh ! toiler in God's greater" field "-sowing thy precious grain,
The present little joy may yield-thy labour seem but vain;
Yet give no place to faithless fears-steadfast in hope abide,
There comes to those who sow in tears-a joyous Harvest-tide.
Failure may keep thy spirit low-impatience need restraint,
But in due season, they who sow shall reap, unless they faint.
" He who believes shall not make haste." Desire will be denied
Only a while-then thou shalt taste the sweets of Harvest-tide.
Though sick thy heart with hope deferred-though fears o'er faith prevail,
Dream not thy prayers shall be unheard, " till God's own promise fail."
So weak thyself, thou shalt be strong with strength by Him supplied,
And sing the overcomer's song-at the last Harvest-tide.
Think how thy Master had to wait, ere He His" joy" might claim,
Enduring.scorn, reproach, and hate, and then that Cross of shame.
As He, thou canst not do nor bear; but in His strength confide,
And then, with Him at last shalt share Heaven's glorious Harvest-tide.

July, 1908..
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXV.
By FRANC IS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 469.)

WE are now approaching, perhaps, th~ most difficult problem belonging
to Covenant-theology, in which our graCious Author will, we believe,
be found a sure and trustworthy guide for estimating' the precise
relation of the Sinaitic, or legal Covenant to the two absolute Covenants,
the Covenant of Works made at Eden with Adam, our progenitor;
and the Eternal Covenant of Grace in Christ, the Last Adam, for
the salvation of the elect..
Of these two, the former, or the Covenant of Works, had an absoluteness, requiring an entire and complete obedience to an imposed law,
and, therefore, it could not admit of any dispensational administration,
but, being once broken (Hos. vi. 7), became as a Covenant absolutely
at an end. The Covenant of Life, again, though administered under
seven dispensations, of which the Sinaitic Covenant was one, is eternal
in God, and so is essentially and in itself unsubject to those temporal
limitations and conditions of change, to which, by the Divine pleasure,
it was nevertheless administratively subjected.
But, before proceeding to the Covenant at Sinai, it may be well
to resolve, so far as we may be able, a question which has been considered at length in those favoured days when Covenant-truth was held
to be fundamental to the right understanding of the Holy Scriptures.
Is the Covenant of grace, or of Life, to be distinguished from the
Redemption, or of Suretyship !
Dr. Owen and Charnock, who were, perhaps with John Howe and
Dr. Goodwin (President of Magdalen College, Oxford), the three most
eminent and learned of the Puritan divines in England, and Rutherford,
the sweet Scotcb saint, to whom may be truly given the name, so
falsely bestowed by Roman superstition on Bonaventura, ,of "the
Seraphic doctor," agree in teaching that these are two several
Covenants; the Covenant of Redemption being that in which the
eternally-begotten Son undertook personally for the election of grace,
so that in that Covenant, it is insisted, He must be considered as alone
and in His own Person. But the Covenant of Grace these gracious
teachers \fould understand as made in Christ with the elect, for whom
He, their Surety, had already engaged Himself unto the Eternal Father
in that prior Covenant of Redemption and Suretyship as their High
Priest and Victim-Redeemer.
Rutherford's reasons for this distinction are these: First, that
these two Covenants differ in the subject or the persons contracting.
In the Covenant of Suretyship the high-contracting Parties are J ehovah
-for the Eternal Godhead is the Essential property of the Three
Persons-upon the one part, and on the other part the only Son of
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God. the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, undertaking the work
Of Redemption. In the Covenant' of Reconciliation the contracting
Parties are God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, revealing in
Christ mercy to all the elect, who had broken the Covenant, of Works
in the first' Adam. Hence the Covenant of Suretyship is the cause of
the stability and firmness of the Covenant of Grace.
He also urges that "the Covenant of Reconciliation was made in
Paradise, though it was decreed from everlasting; yet that it had no
being as a Covenant, nor could have any, so long as the Covenant
of Works did stand. But it came in due time; the physic and the
Physician. Christ, the blessed Seed, but few hours after Adam was
fallen, came to his sick-bed or rather to his death-bed in the first
promise. Blessed be His love (he cries), Who redeemed us in our low
condition, for Adam had no faith to receive, nor hope of a Redeemer.
Christ csme, not sought for, not sent for, not so much as ,desired, for
how could there be desire of a thing then impossible to Adam's knowledge, or how could there hav.e been thirst for a ransom of the Blood
'of Go,d, unknown until the promise? This is preventing grace
indeed! Further, he adds that these Covenants differ in their subject
matter. "The Covenant of Redemption runs: (1) Who shall be the
Surety of Redemption to undertake for man? Here am I, saith
the Son, Thy Fellow by an Eternal Generation (Zech. xiii. 7). (2)
What shall be the Surety's work? What shall be His reward?
He shall lay down His Life, that shall be His work; He shall be obedient
to His Father, even to the death of the cross. His reward 8hall be that
'He shall see His seed,' and God shall give Him a Name above every
.name. But no such work is laid on us, nor such a reward to be expected
by us in the Covenant of Reconciliation. Only therein life and forgiveness is promised to us upon believing in Christ; and fit it is that Christ
be alone, and none under such a commandment as He (John x. 18)."
Owen writes upon the inspired words in Heb. xiii. 20, 21, that" the
Blood of the Everlasting CQvenant intends the Covenant of grace,
which is a transcript and effect of the Covenant of Redemption."*
This seems to yield all that is required. Rutherford, as we shall see,
uses almost the same words.
So this division, if allowed between the Covenant of Redemption
and of Reconciliation, must·not be taken to imply any kind of separateness between Christ, the true Shepherd, and His purchased and
redeemed flock. It is most true that in His Divine and all-holy
Sonship He is separate from them in Eternity, even as in time, when,
in the time of His humiliation, He always spoke of "My Father"
and, "your Father." It is also true' that, as the Priest and Victim
Divinely anointed, He was" holy, harmless, separate from sinners,"
without which He could not have been the white Lamb for the one
oblation, that shonld reconcile the election of grace unto God. And
yet we can scarcely contemplate Him in the everlasting counsels of
. .. '.' On tbe Hebrews," Vol. IV, p. 763.
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peace and grace separately and apart from those, for whose sakes He
entered into the bond of that Covenant of Life. When He gave
Himself for and unto them. did He not infallibly and certainly know
jor wh01n He gave Himself, even those precjous and elect -souls, given
by the Father unto Him, that He might fulfil all in trust for them, as
their Surety-Redeemer 1 His Suretyship is as eternal as His love to
the flock of grace, and to everyone of the sheep the words to Jeremiah
are virtually Raid and given: "Yea, I have loved thee with the love of
everlastingness, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee"
(Jer. xxxi. 3); words which have their Divine antiphon in those of
our Lord Himself, dwelling in flesh for our redemption: "I, if I be
lifted up, will draw all unto Me " (Jobn xii. 32).
As, then, we believe that the redemption of the cross was not general,
but particular, bemg limited in its fruits and benefits, as in its purpose,
by the One undivided Will of the Godhead *; we believe also that in
that Expiation the sin and the transgressions of those happy and
eternally-favoured souls, who had been given unto Christ of the Father
to redeem and to justify, were required at His innocent and broken
Hands; so we are obliged to believe that, when He entered into those
Covenant-bonds of judgment and mercy in their stead and for their
salvation, He undertook their cause with an absolute knowledge, as
" the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world (that is, before
time and in the counsels of Eternity) of all that His Suretyship must
mean to His human soul in the day of the actual sacrifice at Golgotha ;
with an absolute knowledge, also, of all the persons for Whom He died.
Is not this infinitely profound meaning of the words in the great
prophecy of the Expiation (Isa. liii. 11) 1 "By His knowledge";
a knowledge that was surely His, of those who were His " very own
sheep" (John x. 3), and possessed by His Divine-Human consciousness
as the Mediator (Heb. xii. 20) and Shepherd in the Act of Atonement.
just because He had known them in the Covenant of Redemption from
all Eternity 1 In the counsels of peace between the Father and the
Son, faith may hear the Son saying, "Behold I and the children,
whom Thou hast given Me"; words wbich were also His in the
imputation of sin under the olive-shadows of Gethsemane, wben His
voice was full of tears and sorrow in the agony and bloody sweat:
" Except this cup pass from Me ;" words which shall yet be said in
the glorious presentation of the Church, redeemed and justified, in
the resurrection morning.
_
And then another consideration presents itself. It is most true that
in Rom. viii. 29-(" whom He foreknew He also did predestinate ")as also in that mysterious and wonderful revelation of Covenant-love
in lsa. xlix. (although this chapter is dispensational and has relation
to the calling of the Gentiles), the immanent thoughts and purposes
of the Godhead ~,re so distinguished as to wear even a semblance of
temporal order and division-;-a token of the Divine condescension to
, Cf. St. John x. 29 and 30, verses that may not be separated.
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our limited intelligence. And yet in any conception of eternal things
-(the purpose, thoughtB, actB, and deorees, of the Most High God),when sublimated from those limitations of human thought that are
necess.ary to the creature, it is always to be well remembered that what
we may imagine-land the Scriptures of truth have themselves allowed
and suffered us so to conceive)-order and consecutive relation in
those thoughtB and purposes, neither has nor can have any real or
actual existence in the Godhead. To the Godhead in Ita own proper
Eternity and Essential Life there is no possible past or future. All
is one Eternal NOW in Him, Who is the" I AM THAT I AM." Unless
definitely led by the Spirit of all truth and revelation, it is but a waste
of words to divide where all is indivisible, because eternal. Our
wisdom is to worship afar off, and with trembling adoration, these
mysteries of grace, and of the counsels of peace, "dark with their very
exoess of light," and to be oareful not to hurden the simplioity of the
faith with unneceaaary and too-refined distinctions. Grace is an
infinitely comprehensive word. It may express the Divine thoughtB
of grace. It comprehends it-s own Righteousness and Redemption as
eternally ours in His Wounds and precious Death, Who was set up
from everlasting as the Redeemer and the Lamb slain. It may also
enfold within ItB tenderness and mercy in Christ all those loved and
chosen souls, to whom It was Itself in everlasting thought and purpose
of love going forth. It may unveil ItB Face in those dawning looks
of compassion, and promise, that brightened even the dark hour of
the Fall, and It may lighten the path of the wayfaring Church with
the brightening rays of self-revelation in the several administrations
of Its one glory, until the Covenants of promise-six-fold in numbergather all their brightness together into the full-orbed splendourthe seventh or New Covenant of fulfilment in the Incarnation, Death,
Resurrection, and Ascension of Him, Who is the Sun of Righteousness.
But grace, eternal in the Blessed God, is the Fountain, the Springing
Well of all those streams of mercy, of life, and of salvation; the River,
which, flO\ving from under the Throne of God and the Lamb, "maketh
glad the city of God."
One question remains. How is it said so constantly in the Old
Testament that God" made a Covenant" with Noah, with Abraham,
with the people at Sinai, with David, with the children of the captivity ?
Does I!ot this almost imply that the Covenant of grace is temporal 1
Of course, no reference is here intended to any Covenants bnt those
absolutely belonging to the Divine administration of the Covenant of
Life. And yet, how then can there be from Eternity a Covenantinseparateness between Christ and the Church? To resolve this it
must, first of all, be clearly understood that certain of those were
persons typical of Christ Himself, in Whom the Covenant of Life
stands confirmed. And, secondly, that, when it is said that tbe Covenant * is made with such persons in an inferior sense, they are still
* And this some gracious writers have even said (cf. Charnock, Hi. 375).
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typical, but typical of the Church redeemed in Christ. Now, how the
Covenant is made with the flock of grace (for it is said tbat " the Lord
made a Covenant" with Noah and other elect souls), Rutherford
(with Owen) sufficiently explains in his exquisite words :-" Who
kindled a fire of redeeming love in Christ's heart from everlasting, or
was His consent to the Covenant but as late and young as since Adam
fell, or as when Abraham was called to leave his country and his father's
house ~ (Gen. iii. and xii.). Ah! It is an older love than 80; a yesterday's love, a time-mercy, a grace of age with the world could not have
saved 'me, nor were our charters and writs of Gospel-grace first drawn
up in Paradise. Nay, but copies and doubles of them only were given
to Adam in Paradise. The Love of God is no younger than God, and
was never younger to sinners; and woe to us, if grace and mercy to
redeemed ones should wax older and weaker through age, and at
length die! I desire to hold me fast by that word (Jer. xxxi. 3), 'I
have loved thee with an everlasting love.''' And the same gracious
writer says in vividly-beautiful words:
" There is a Covenant between the Father and the Son that Christ
should die, not simply, but for, and in the name of, the heirs of glory,
such as are designed friends (for His dying is a relative and a legal
binding and buying by Covenant of so many certain persons), and
upon this He is made Head, and Prince, and exalted to give of His
fulness." And, again: "A redeemed one may say, It was an article
of the Covenant of Redemption, that my stony heart should be taken
away, and a heart of flesh given to me, and that God articled Covenantways such a wretch as I am to Christ. I,ook how the Book of Life,
called the Lamb's Book of Life, contains so many by name and in all
their individual properties-Jacob, Paul, etc.-that are written and
enrolled for glory. So are all (and I by name) in a Covenant-relation
given of the Father to the Son (John ~. 3, 9, 11; John vi. 39), and
that is surer than heaven, or the fixed ordinances of nature (Jer. xxxi.
35, 36; Ps. lxxxix. 37, 38). Happy such as can ride at this anchor,
though I mean not that the decree of election and the life-roll of the
Mediator, or the gracious Covenant between the Father and the Son,
as relating to me by name, must be the nearest object of faith, or that
always a believer doth read this roll. Yet his faith often is, and ought,
and may be supported thereby."
On the review of the wh.ole question, it may be concluded that the
Covenant of Grace may be considered in two parts: the one, that in
which, as the Covenant of Redemption and Suretyship, the Father
and the Son are to be contemplated as eternally engaging, in the love
of the Holy Ghost, to redeem a people unto the glory and praise of the
grace of God in Three Persons; the Blessed Son undertaking for them
in His own Person, as their Redeemer and Victim; the other part,
t.hat in which the Covenant is revealed in the Word and promise, and
by the inward anointings of the Spirit sealed npon the renewed and
quickened soul in an inward impression of grace. The first may be
called the Covenant of Redemption, and the latter the Covenant of
34
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Reconciliation; both being in fact and in truth the One Eternal
Covenant of grace and Life. The interested reader will see the whole
subject at length in Witsius on the Covenants, I.; Book ii. ch. 3; and
Book iii., chaps. 1 and 2; to the latter of which special attention
may 'be directed. Of. also Dr. Gill, " Body of Divinity," Book II.
(To be contimted.)
,
THE FORTHCOMING CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
THE following invitation circular has been issued by the Rev. James
Ormiston, announcing the 46th Annual Conference of God's people at
Clifton in October :3, BERKELEY SQUARE, CLIFTON,
BRISTOL, August, 1908.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,
-For the twenty-ninth time the goodness and mercy of our Covenant
God enable me to invite His redeemed people-irrespective of denominational distinctions-to meet together for the stndy of the Word and
for united worship at the Clifton Conference. The proceedings will,
God willing, occupy Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, October 6th,
7th and 8th-the first two days at the Victoria Rooms, in the consideration of the selected subject, and the last day when t)le Communion
Service will be held, and the Conference Sermon preached at the
Memorial Church, Victoria Square (by the kind permission of CANON
HEAD, Vicar of Clifton).
Each succeeding occasion of our Conference-now about to celebrate
its forty-sixth year-deepens our sense of the spiritual privileges it
affords us. During the long period which has elapsed since the beloved
Rev. SAMUEL ABRAHAM WALKER founded it, in 1862, the Conference
has had under review a very extensive variety of Bible truths, doctrinal
and experimental. The treasures of inspired Scripture, however, are
still replete. The springs of Divine revelation flow fresh and full as
ever. Who can fathom the depths or scale the heights of the subject
set for our adoring contemplation in October next? For it has been
laid much on my mind that we might profitably assemble to consider" THE PURPOSES OF GOD[(a) IN GRACE, AND (b) IN GLORY."
Fellowship with our God in His wondrous purposes is the special
privilege of His own people. Jesus said to His disciples, " Henceforth
I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord
doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard
of My Father I have made known unto you" (John xv. 15). We do
well, then, to ascertain with increasing spiritual intelligence what the
Purposes of the Lord are, alike concerning ourselves, the redeemed
Church of God, and the World. "Be ye not unwise, but understanding
what the will of the Lord is" (Ephes. v. 17). Time and eternity,
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grace and glory, occupy their respective places in our study of the
Purposes of the Eternal Mind. It is indeed a delightful, exalting, and
inspiring subject. The mystical Body of Christ, the very masterpiece
of the counsels of the Triune Jehovah, is the. predestinated objectlesson by means of which He unfolds His otherwise inscrutable scheme
of grace and glory. " To the intent that now unto the principalities
and powers in heavenly places might be known, through the Chutch,
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: in Whom we have boldness and
access with confidence by the faith of Him " (Ephes. iii. 10-12).
The ways and operations of " the God of all Grace" are in absolute
harmony with an everlasting design-conceived according to "His
good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself" (Ephes. i. 9);
while the "Inheritance" of the saints, which He Himself ·is, becomes
theirs in accordance with" the purpose of Him Who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will" (Ephes. i. 11). The only key to the
complex difficulties of our present and future lot is the purpose of our
heavenly Father. In the spirit of Jesus, it is enough that the heart,
assured that infinite love aud unerring wisdom have ordained all,
acquiescingly and adoringly exclaim, "Even so, Father: for so it
s~emed good in Thy sight" (Matt. xi. 26). As the Christian poet
smgs :"Deep in urrfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.
" His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.
" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His. work in vain:
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain! "
The purposes and the promises of our God are in strict accord. The
promises are divinely framed to operate within the limits of the eternal
purposes. "Known unto God are all His works, from the beginning
of the world" (Acts xv. 18). This blessed truth p;ives stability to the
trust of God's Church "militant here on earth," and preserves her
unmoved at a time when not a few are making shipwreck of faith,
when the Way of the Truth is evil spoken of, when the love of the
many is waxing cold, and when scoffers-" wallring after their own
lusts "-mockingly ask, "Where is the promise of His coming ~ "
Religious error, worldliness, superstition, and idolatry abound on all
sides in the Visible Church. The Holy Spirit is grieved by the toleration
of these evils, and the witnesses who testify faithfully against them are,
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alas, but few! It is time, therefore, that such as fear the Lord spake
often one to another, for He approvingly hearkens and hears their
godly conversation, and keeps before Him a book of remembrance for
those who sigh and cry for the abominations in the land, who love Him
supremely, and delight to think upon His holy Name (Malachi iii. 16).
" Brethren, pray for us."
Believe me, with much love in Him who is precious,
J AMES ORMISTON,
Rector of Mary-le·port.
NOTES.
1. PRELIMINARY PRAYER MEETINGs.-Our local friends will k-indly
note that Meetings for Prayer will be held at the Victoria Rooms (D. v.)
on the three Friday Evenings preceding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock,
viz., September 18th and 25th, and October 2nd. There will also be a
Meeting for Prayer on Monday Evening, October 5th, at 7.30 o'clock,
to ask the Lord's blessing on ourselves and others, and that, as the
frnit of the Conference, God's work in and through us may be abundantly prospered.
2. EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGs.-An Early Morning Prayer
Meeting (at 7 o'clock) will be held at the Victoria Rooms on each of the
two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be closed not later
than 8 a.m. The presence .of the Lord's "remembrancers" at these
meetings is specially desired.
3. BIBLE READINGS.-A Bible Reading will be conducted at 3
o'clock on tbe Tuesday and Wednesday. (Particulars hereafter).
4. AFTERNOON MEETINGs.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the
principal meetings will be devoted to Bible Readings, Prayer Meetings,
Home and Foreign Missionary Addresses, and to other efforts for the
furtherance of the Lord's Work throughout the world.
5. REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING must in all cases be
authenticated by the name and address of the sender. Auonymous
communications cannot, for obvious reasons, be recognized. The name
of the sender will, of course, be treated confidentially. All communications should be addressed :-" To the CONVENER of the Clifton
Conference, 3 Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol."
6. THE LORD'S SUPPER.-At 7 o'clock on Thursday Evening,
October 8th, a Special Communion Service will be held and the Conference Sermon preached at the Memorial Church, Victoria Square.
(Particulars hereafter) .
. 7. HYMN BOOKS.-Copies of the Hymns used at all the meetings
will be on sale at the doors, price One Penny.
8. RESERVED SEATs.-Friends desirous of securing Reserved Seats
(Stalls) for the four Conference Meetings can obtain tickets, price
2s. 6d. each, on application (by post or personally) to the Hall-keeper,
Mr. MONTGOMERY, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan of the
Seats is now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are ready,
and early application, to prevent disappointment, is advised. .
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9. PROPOSED REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE.-A full Report of the
Conference, the Addresses being revised by the speakers, will be
published (price One Shilling) if written orders (not money) be left at
the doors of the Victoria Rooms during the Conference, or sent to
The Printers, The Carlyle Press, 52 Park Row, Bristol, for not fewer
than 700 copies. Printed Order Forms may be obtained at the Bookstall.
EXPENSES OF THE CONFERENcE.-The total expenses amount to
about £60. No Collections are made at the meetings, but Boxes are
placed at the doors to receive the willing offerings of those who value
the privileges of the Conference. The Convener and several local
friends also receive Donations. "Freely ye have received, freely give"
(Matt. x. 8).
*** All communications having reference to the Conference should
be addressed to-The CONVENER of Clifton Conference, 3 Berkeley
Square, Clifton, Bristol.
" A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE AND FOR EVERY WORK."

" A time to keep silence, and a time to speak. "-ECCLES. iii. 7.
I HAVE been recently privileged to re-read and circulate that precious
little booklet, entitled "The Silent Sermon," by the Rev. J ames
Ormiston. It is a sweet and true story of how" the prison was opened
to one that was bound," and it tells how a gifted and godly young
clergyman called on a friend, a brother minister, in the Isle of Man.
The usual week-evening service falling on the same day, the visitor
was invited to preach. At first he hesitated, remarking that he had
no message. His friend replied that, no doubt, the Lord would supply
him with a subject, if he waited on Him. He then consented, and laid
the matter before his heavenly Master. The portion he obtained
was the word: "Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage" (Gal. v. 1).
The preacher announced his text from the pulpit. Having done so,
however, his mind suddenly became a perfect blank. All his thoughts
upon the passage disappeared. In the humble hope of recovering
himself, he gave out his text a second time. His lips, however, were
again mysteriously sealed! It was the sovereign hand of the Lord !
"The Spirit suffered (him) not" (Acts xvi. 7). Confounded and
humiliated, he closed the service. Not a word of exposition, doctrine,
precept, promise, or experience was allowed to be uttered. The distressed minister of Christ hurriedly left the place next day, and hoped
that the incident of his failure would be forgotten. Jehovah's though ts,
however, were otherwise. His will was to glorify Himself at the
expense of the "earthern vessel." "Head over all things to the
Church," Jesus claimed His two-fold prerogative, "He openeth, and no
man shutteth," also "He shuueth, and no man openeth " (Rev. iii. 7).
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And then Mr. Ormiston goes on to narrate how some ten years later
the same clergyman who had suffered confusion and hoped the incident
was long ago forgotten was in God's providence spending an evening
with some friends in Cheltenham, when he was introduced to a lady
who presently' asked him if he was not the same who preached in a
certain church in the Isle of Man on such an occasion. He could only
reply to his enquirer how he had failed to preach on that memorable
occasion. Then she told him the remarkable circumstances connected
with that event in the following words ;" A young Christian, who, owing to reduced circumstances, had
accepted the post of companion to a former friend, a godly person of
position, was present at the service when the preacher essayed in vain
to deliver his Master's message. This young lady had for some time
been sorely tempted by Satan, and had temporally lost her faith and
joy in Jesus. So low had her poor heart fallen into the gloom of despair
that she had gone the length of determining to cease all attendance on
the public means of grace. Her friend besought her to go with her just
once more to hear the Word of the Gospel. She yielded. The lady
then pleaded with the Lord that some suitable truths might be spoken
that night to meet t e peculiar exigencies of this tried one's soul.
They both attended the service. Great indeed was the distress of the
lady when not a word was forthcoming from the strange minister who
occupied the pulpit. Only the text--reiterated-not' a comment was
uttered. The service closed and the congregation broke up. Too
troubled and perplexed was the lady to speak to her tried companion
while they walked away together. At last, however, the silence was
broken by her who thought God had utterly forsaken her, and that she
was verily a reprobate. 'That was a man of God? ' she asked of her
friend. Having been satisfied on this point, she continued, , The Lord
has deserted him to-night, ·probably to show me that I was only
deserted for a time! ,,, From that evening, to quote a letter lying
before me, written by the dear minister of God himself, " She has been
the happiest Christian I know."
Such is a brief outline of the sweet story of The Silent Sermon, and
the re-perusal of it, after many years, brought a train of thought that
it might be encouraging to ministers, speakers, and others to collect
together a few similar instances where an over-ruling Providence has
manifestedly worked above circumstances, dark and trying as they
were to those so severely tested, to bring about glorious ends in His
never-failing skill, wisdom, and foreknowledge.
In the memoir of the late Rev. George Barrs, of Rowley Regis,
Staffordshire, given the writer by the present beloved Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and containing also a preface written by Mr.
Ormiston, there is an entry to the following effect, written by Mr.
Barrs; "December 2Hh. Sunday. Read prayers, and preached
twice. In the fOl;enoon my mind was very uncollected, and in a frame
in which I could have wished not to enter the pulpit. The workings
of unbelief and carnal affections almost distracted me, and it was with
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great difficulty I could go through my. discourse.· I seemed enveloped
in almost total darkness, and absolutely was afraid I did not express
myself as to be at all intelligible. But after all these fearful apprehensions, I was surprised greatly by a man who came .into the vestry
for the first time in his life and told me he never found the Word of God so'
sweet to his soul as it had been during the morning discourse! I really
stood amazed and almost confounded at such a declaration. It was a
humbling and therefore profitable season to me, and I hope in future
to bear in mind that a Divine blessing may attend the Word to others
when that is not sensibly the case with regard to my own soul."
Our God is sovereign, beloved reader, and shows us it is "not by
might, not by power, but by My Spirit saith the Lord," and nothing
can hinder His purpose nor frustrate His will.
The late beloved Dr. Hewlett tells how a certain preacher of the
Gospel one Lord's Day morning opened his Bible to mark the text
that he had been studying throughout the week, and from which he
intended to deliver his discourse that day, but to his great concern and
surprise he could neither find the text nor recollect it! He endeavoured
to recall it, he made it a matter of prayer; but all to no purpose. He
sat alone, sad and wondering, and fearing that he would be confounded
before ·the congregation. And whilst thus, another passage darted into
his mind with peculiar force, so that he preached from it. During the
discourse, he noticed a stranger in clerical garb enter. the church, and
having heard some of his utterances, remained with bowed head and
apparently bathed in tears. The preacher discoursed with peculiar
liberty, seldom if ever more felt than on this occasion, After .the
evening service the stranger waited on the preacher, and told him
how some three years previously he had heard him preach, and· had ever
since been under the spirit of deep conviction and bondage. " This
day," he went on to say, " I took my horse and rode to hear you; and,
blessed be God, He has now given me to see Him as my reconciled God
and Father in Christ Jesus, and has given me to enjoy that liberty
wherewith He makes His people free." Thus did preacher and hearer
see how, by the Lord's choice for the lost text, the right word had been
substituted that day.
There are some wonderful instances told by the Puritan Divine,
John Flavel, in his work on The Mystery of Providence. Let one
suffice. A minister known to him, in going to preach at SOjIle distance,
took up another Bible than he had designed, and in which " not only
missing his notes, but the chapter also in which his text lay, and
was put to some loss thereby, but after a short pause he resolved to
speak upon any other Scripture that might be presented to him, and
accordingly read his text, 'The Lord is not slack concerning His promise'
etc. (2 Pet. iii. 9), and though he had nothing prepared, yet the Lord
helped him to speak both methodically and pertinently from it; by
which: discourse a gracious change was wrought upon one in the congregation, who hath since given good evidence of a sound conversion,
and acknowledged this sermon to be the first and only means thereof."
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It is told in that wonderfully delightful history of the ministers of
Ross·shire, by the Rev. J. Kennedy, of one, the Rev. Hector McPhail,
a remarkable man and greatly used of God, how "as a preacher he
was peculiarly edifying to the people of the Lord. He could deal with
their cases more closely and more tenderly than any minister of his day.
He does not appear," says his biographer, "to have been so careful
in the composition of his sermons as some others of the fathers in
Ross·shire. He was careful to feel, rather than to arrange, the doctrine
which he preached, but what his discourses wanted of order was well
made up by their unction and freshness. Having to preach on a
Sabbath in Petty, and after a large congregation had assembled to hear
him, he was in the wood without sermon or text, wrestling with the
Lord. The hour for beginning the service had long passed before
Mr. McPhail was seen approaching the tent; but of all the remarkable
sermons he ever preached, the one he preached that day was perhaps
the most refreshing to God's people, and the most fruitful in the conversion of sinners. Some of his own people were there, and wishing
for their fellow parishoners the benefit which they themselves had
derived, and expecting a renewal of their former enjoyment, they
requested their minister to preach the same sermon at Resolis. He
did so, but those who heard it before were this time greatly disappointed.
Mentioning this to Mr. McPhail, he accounted for the difference by
saying, 'When in Petty you were looking to the Lord, but in Resolis
you were looking to me. There you got the manna fresh from heaven,
here you get it after it had moulded in my memory.' "
When on a recent visit to Brighton, the writer heard from the lips of
a beloved servant of God, how on one occasion he had driven some
distance to hear a particular preacher, and during the drive had met
with an accident, being thrown out of the trap. He was in much pain,
and the ankle showed signs of a very severe sprain, if not fracture.
His first thought on arriving at their destination was to seek a certain
doctor's advice, and one whose skill he had before proved. But a
negative came over his spirit, and the words flowed in, "Seek ye first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added unto you." Tried with the painful limb, he asked, "Shall
I send for Dr. A." 1 and again came the word, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God," and a great desire to wait upon the means of grace came
over him, so that when the time for the service arrived he was taken
to the place of worship and lay on the sofa in the vestry, to hear, to his
joyful surprise, the text given out, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness," etc. !
One more instance shall suffice. The writer will ever cherish the
memory of Mr. Robert Piggot, who in his warm love for the late
beloved" G. C." found his way on one occasion to Shobnall Grange.
In that land of dearth around our home a fellow traveller Zionward was
ever welcomed with" Come in, thou blessed of the Lord," and appointed
the prophet's chamber. One of these was Mr. Piggot, the savour of
whose gracious conversation with his dear host lingers in one's memory.
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He told many remarkable stories of his ministerial experience, and one
bears largely upon our subject at this time. I give but a brief outline
of it, as it was contributed in whole to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in 1896.
Mr. Piggot told how he was called to supply a pulpit in one of- our
watering-places on the south coast, and after conducting the morning
service he retired to his room to meditate aud ask for a suitable word
for his evening address. He found the words, "The Lord gave and the
Lord hath taken away," the only text drifting in upon him, and thinking
it more suitable for a funeral service, he endeavoured to put it from
him, and again turned to the Lord. Again came the same words, and
he betook himself to prayer, earnestly begging the Lord to give him
another word. But he could get nothing except" The Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away," etc. This alternation of pleading with the
Lord and getting the same word over and over again continued until it
was time to start for evening service, and he went forth, much cast
down and full of fear that he would come before the people with confusion of face. He sat apart in the vestry, and the sadness of his
countenance was remarked upon, when he told his enquirer how deeply
exercised he was, and that he felt he was without a text. His dear
friend cheered him somewhat by remarking, "May the Lord be to you
better than all your fears," and so he ascended the pulpit. He read
and expounded John xvii., where he had so often got a text in the past.
But nothing presented itself, and after the singing of a hymn he was
forced to give out his " funeral" text. "The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord." He" never
experienced a more miserable time in himself," to use his own words,
but, however, after ser.vice several stayed to testify enjoyment under
the word, which delayed his coming out, when he was told that a lady
had been waiting outside to speak to'him, but was obliged to go without
the interview she sought, but she left this message with a friend:
"Tell him I have been praying the Lord all the afternoon that he
might preach from that text"! Twelve months later, Mr. Piggot was
again preaching in the same town. The lady sought an interview with
him, and at once referred to that memorable sermon when he preached
from Job i. 21. She then related how twenty-four years earlier her
baby boy was apparently dying. Physician and doctor had given him
up, " but I couldn't and wouldn't," she said. Her heart was rebellious
against the Lord's dealings, and she went aside to pray; alas! to
almost demand the life of her child. Sweetly with power the words
came to her. "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the Name of the Lord," and all her rebellious uprising fell,
and she told the Lord she was prepared to meet whatever He had in
store for her. The babe lived, and grew up to manhood and was
again battling between life and death when Mr. Piggot was forced to
preach from those words. "I was with him all the afternoon,"
said the mother, "and begging the Lord if permitted to hear
you in the evening, that He would incline you to preach from that
text."
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" I had my lesson," said Mr. Piggot, and saw the wisdom, love, and
care of my God."
As finite, ignorant, and utterly incapable of judging of what is best
and wise and good, it is your wisdom and mine, beloved reader, to wait
upon our God; to watch for the Guiding Hand, and to seek in all our
goings, our service, our utterances, and our silences the breathings of
His Divine ,viII. When J ehovah raises up a messenger after His own
heart, He declares nnto that servant his qualifications Divinely
inwrought. "Say not I am a child, for thou shalt go to all that I shall
send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak." Then,
in utter dependence upon Him is the message fraught with success and
blessing. And if and when He choose, whose sovereign right it is to
open and close, He shall declare His purpose of silence, then in the
words of the prophet-again we see, "And I will make thy tongue
cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shall
not be to them a reprover, for they are a rebellious house. But when
I shall speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say nnto
them, Thus saith the Lord God." The sainted Rutherford was called
into a service of silence when he mourned his" silent Sabbaths," yet
his heart oft snng from his " sea-girt prison" wherein he and his Lord
". held tryst," and from thence amid all that dark dispensation he could
smg:" And aye the murkiest storm-cloud
•
Was by a rainbow spalllled,
Caught from the glory dwelling
In Immanuel's land."
May His chosen witnesses be enabled to stay themselves upon their
strong God, and nnder their varied exercises take up the language of
His much-tried servant Job and say: "But He is of one mind, and
who can turn Him 1 And what His soul desireth, that He doeth. For
He appointeth the thing that is appointed for use, and many such
things are with Him." "Lo, these are parts 01 His ways."
R.
"THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE."
LAST month a negative feature of our Home in glory. was considered" No more sea." And now I do want, dear reader, the Holy Spirit
teaching me, to convey to you one or two precious thoughts upon a
positive feature of Heaven-" They shall see His Face."
We have no need to ask whose Face. The loving heart intuitively
knows full well. There is One Face, the Face, we crave to see, and
in that one Face one knows all longings will be satisfied-His Face,
the" visage that was so marred, more than. any man's," and why 1
Because of· the sins of His people. "0 Christ, what burdens bowed
Thy Head," and marred Thy visage, and pierced Thy heart for me,
and for each of Thy dear redeemed people! He had all this in His
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purpose from eternity, yet He never wavered-His delights were with
the sons of mejl; and when He came, during His sojourn on earth,
knowing the agony before Him-yet" the joy before Him" absorbed
His loVing soul, and He " steadfastly set His Face to go to Jerusalem,"
to bleed and die, yes, and to rise again and to ascend to glory, the glad
Forerunner of all His blood-bought people.
There is a passage (Isa. Iix. 2), "Your sins have hid His face from
you," or, as the margin has it, "Your sins have made Him hide His
face from you." Oh! how sweet, then, is the assurance, "They shall
see His Face" in the light of Heaven. They shall SEE His Face, that
is, have no more sin-are not in condemnation, but have been made
free from the curse and the power of sin for ever. Sin brings a cloud
between-we cannot see Him-and He turns away His Face from sinbut There-There-sin cannot enter-it is all done away with for ever.
" They shall see His Face." The second time He shall appear without
sin, apart from sin, unto salvation. And they shall see His Face,
because sinless in His sight.
.
Another sweet feature is, that seeing Him they shall be like Himbecome absorbed into Him, so to speak (see 2 Cor. iii. 18)," We all with
open face beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed into
the same image from glory to glory." Gazing-gazing entranced,
enraptured, and so changed into the same image, mirroring, reflecting
His image. As we read in another blessed portion of the inspired Word
(1 John iii. 2), "We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him for "-Oh ! what a precious" for "-" for we shall see Him as He
is."
At the first creation God breathed into man, and so he became a
living soul. The breath of God i-just imagine, dear reader. " In the
image of God made He man" (Gen. ix. 6), and when we shall see His
Face, the lost image shall be restored, and we shall be " like Him." .
Sin came-which separates, which hides, which deforms, which makes
afraid,-and the Face of the Lord was turned away. I often think
what a precious passage that is in Job xxxiii. 26, "He shall see His
Face with joy." Yes, because his sins have all been blotted out. "He
shall see His Face with joy, for" (another blessed "for")-"f01' He will
render nnto man His righteousness." His righteousness, not theirsHis righteousness, which is upon all and nnto all them that believe.
His life shall see the light, and he shall not be afraid..
What will the Face of Jesus be 1 One of our hymns has it :" I ha.ve seen the Face of Jesus i
All my soul is sa.tisfied."

It is so spiritually; and what it will be in glorification, no heart can
conceive. But we shall all know some day, dear child of God; we
shall see, and with joy. "I will behold Thy Face in righteousness.
Thy righteousness: I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." Like Him when we see Him.
We read in St. Matt. xvii. 2, that at tire Transfiguration of Jesus His
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Face did shine as the sun; and, again, in Rev. i. 16, when He appeared
to the beloved disciple in the isle of Patmos, " His countenance was as
the sun shineth in his strength." We all admire, even here, amongst
our earthly friends, "a sunny face." Sunny indicates brightness of
spirit, happiness of temperament. But the sunshine of God's Face,
of the Face of the Lord Jesus, is much more than this. It is light
indescribable; it is life and joy to all His people. And in the descrip·
tion of the New Jerusalem, we read that" the city had no need of the
sun, neither of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God did lighten
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof."
" The Lamb is all the glory
Of lmmanuel's Land."

How is the glory of God descrihed 1 See 2 Cor. iv. 6, " The glory of
God in the Face of Jesus Christ," this is the Heart of Heaven.
To the redeemed of the Lord, the spiritual Zion, there is sweetness
and grace and security indescrihable in the inspired expression, "They
shall see His Face." It implies ahsolute remission of sin, acceptance
in the Beloved, and fellowship. It implies love and light and likeness.
It implies nearness and safety and eternal felicity, for" He shall see
His Face with ioy."
" There shall we see His Face.
And never I never sin,
And from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in. I1

Dear reader, struggling with dimming vision, with eyes that are
becoming blind, oh! fret not, look forward. "Thine eyes shall see,"
and " They shall see His Face." What a comforting assurance. There
is also dimness of spiritual sight-but, oh! child of God, that, too,
shall brighten. Look up! "Thine eyes shall see," and" They shall
see His Face."
They-the beloved of the Lord.
Shall-Oh! how sure His" shalls."
See-not hearing only, but actual vision.
His-His own, that beheld and loved.
Face-that was marred for us, but now shines in the happiness and
glory of His Bride.
" Where I am, there shall also My servant be." "With Me where I
am," in My likeness. "Like Him." Oh! dear reader, ponder upon
the glorious possibilities and actualities of these precious words. They
are inexhaustible.
" Mine eyes shall see-the King in His beauty." "He shall see His
Face with ioy."
NETTlE.

ALL the floods of sin can never extinguish God's love to His people;
but one single drop of sin upon the believer's conscience will extinguish
his peace.-Mason.
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.sermon", anb j)l.otef' of .sermonf'.
THE BELOVED.

A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. G. D. DOUDNEY (1864).
",Saw ye Him Whom my soul loveth? "-SOLOMON'S SONG iii. 3.
IF the Lord's children lived as they ought to live, whenever they meet
together this would be the question that would be first and uppermost
upon their lips, "Saw ye Him Whom my soul loveth ~" Instead of
which they are going on mourning from day to day, dwelling continually
upon this or that little cross which they have to carry.
My dear brother, could we but realize continuously the glorious
standing of the Church in Christ, and could we but realize that standing
with regard to ourselves, how should we rise above all these time
trifles and time vanities.
Is He not the one desire of your heart ~ Have you not had a little
of the blessedness of His love, which has been sweet to your taste ~
Has He not captivated your heart, and made Himself "the chiefest
among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely" to your soul ~ Then
the Lord help you to take up the language of that sweet hymn:
"Rise, my soul, and stretch your wings,
Your better portion trace;
Rise, from transitory things,
Towards heaven, your native place."
The Church does not stop to explain who she means; for there WaS
but one" Him" in her heart, one glorious Hope, one Righteousness, and
oulyone.
Therefore she begins in this third chapter, "By night on my bed I
sought Him Whom my soulloveth; I sought Him, but Hound Him not."
She had lost sight of that which she had before felt, when she could
say, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His: He feedeth among the
lilies" (Song of Sol. ii. 16). "She sought Him, but she found Him
not." Three times, in three verseS, she uses the Same language, "I
sought Him Whom my soul loveth." "I will seek Him Whom my
soulloveth:' "I sought Him, but I found Him not." "Saw ye Him
Whom my soul loveth ~ "
How exactly does this correspond with the feeling of the child of
God from day to day! For a ~eaSon he seems to have no outgoing of
soul towards heaveuly things, but is mourning over some trifling
circumstance, as though he were the most unhappy creature upon the
face of the earth. But suddenly he awakes up, and enquires, "Saw
ye Him Whom my soulloveth ~ "
I know many people say we ought not to talk about frames and
feelings. It is all very well for those who have no experience to talk
about to leave it out of the question ; but where the heart is brought
into the matter, there I am quite sure there must be feeling.
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I well remember once a person, standing very high in a profession
of religion, said to me, " Oh, I don't know what you mean by feeling."
I took her to that verse, "Faith that worketh by love." Now, if
there is no feeling there is no love. As a person cannot be in love
naturally without feeling, so if you know nothing spiritually about the
feeling that arises from disappointed love in your heart, you know
nothing about that blessed" faith that worketh by love." It is very
blessed wh en we come into the condition to search for Him Whom our
soul loveth; and I cannot be satisfied until I find Him. It is not
enongh to.say to me, "Well, but you are a heliever in the Lord Jesus
Christ." Yes, I say, I know that; but I want to know that it is no
mere theory, but that I have a feeling sense of my need of an interest
in Him,-that He has made Himself more than ten thousand worlds
to me-that without Him I cannot live, without Him I cannot die.
" I will arise and go unto my Father."
" What! Got back again into the prodigal's condition?" . Ah,
yes; I know what it is to get back again into the prodigal's condition
continually. The husks which the swine -do eat will not satisfy the
living desires of the living soul. It must be "the living bread which
came down from heaven! "
But the Church goes on, "I will rise now "-she is determined to
seek after Him, she is determined to find Him if she can-" I will rise
now, and go about the city; in the streets, and in the broad ways, I
will seek Him Whom my soulloveth." I will seek Him in every way;
at the throne of grace, in reading the Word, and in the communion of
saints. "I will seek Him Whom my soulloveth."
"I sought Him" in all those ways; but I was barren still; "I
found Him not."
Is it thus with you, dear Little-faith? " Fear not"; though you
are now in darkness, you shall yet see the rays of " the Sun of Righteousness;" for He has bound Himself by His own word and promiee, "I
will not leave you comfortless." You have gone about the streets and
the broad ways seeking Him. Seek on, dear brother; "though He
tarry, wait; for He will surely come."
" It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found Him Whom
my soulloveth: I held Him, and would not let Him go." Like Jacob,
"I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me" (Gen. xxxii. 26). It
must be a personal thirg. "I held Him, and would not let Him go,
untilI had brought Him)nto my mother's house, and into the chamber
of her that conceived me."
She held Him, and would not let Him go until she was brought into
communion with Him-until she was brought into "the banqueting
house," and His banner of love was unfurled over her.
Now, if the Lord have brought you into a state of need, dear brother,
it follows, as a necessary consequence, that He bas given you eternal
life, and you can never perish, neither shall any pluck you out of the
hand of Him Who has made Himself the beloved of your soul. But
Jet us look for a few moments at the glorious Person that is here spoken
of, and His suitability to His poor needy ones.
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The word came into my heart with sweet power this morning while
I was speaking to the poor prisoners: "As many as touched were
made perfectly whole." But how often do we forget the blessedness,
that our most glorious Christ, Who is "the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace" (Isa. ix. 6), "in Whom we live,
and move, and have our being," is as much with us at this moment, as
much present with us in Charles Chapel this morning, as when upon
earth He exclaimed, "Somebody hath touched Me." And it is the
poorest and needieEt who press through the crowd, saying, like the poor
woman, " If I may but touch the hem of His garment, I shall be whole"
(Matt. ix. 20, 21). How blessed is it to look at His glorious Person,
and to feel that He is present with us, and smiling upc.n us now; that
He still knows every thought; for" all things are naked and opened
to the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do"; and "He is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart" !
How glorious is it to contemplate His mighty power put forth on
behalf of the Church, as she is bound up with Him by eternal lifeunion, which nothing can ever separate; and, while our great High
Priest is "passed into the heavens," we are bound up, as it were, in
His skirts upon earth; "for we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities" !
How blessed the thought that there is not a cross or a tri cl that
touches you, but it touches Him as much as it touches you. "He
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 15, 16). He
is " the mighty God,"-so mighty, that it is impossible that one who
is given to Him t<l save can ever be lost. "All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in nO wise
cast out" (John vi. 37). "And Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast
loved Me; and Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world"
(John xvii. 23, 24).
Thus it is our privilege this morning t<l delight in the mercy that
there can be "no separation," for we are in eternal life-union to our
glorious Head; and this eternal life-union is manifested as much when
we are mourning and saying, "I will arise now, and go about the city
in the streets, a.nd in the broad ways I will seek Him Whom my soul
loveth," as when with joy we are enabled to exclaim, " I held Him,
and would not let Him go, until I had brought Him into my mother's
house, and into the chamber of her that conceived me" (Song of Sol.
iii. 4).
Do you live thus, dear brother, feeling that not a hair of your head
can perish; that" he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His
eye" 1 (Zech. ii. 8); that He cares for you as a mother cares for her
babe; that all He is and has belongs to you. Well may we sing,
" 1'm rich to all the intents of bliss,
Since Thou, 0 God, art mine."
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How blessed is it thus to have the witness of the Spirit in our hearts,
to have the Spirit witnessing with our spirit that we are thus partakers
of Christ; that" of His fullness we have received, and grace for grace."
Not, as many quote this passage, out of His fullneBB. It is not out of
Him at all. Christ gives nothing out of Himself. It is In Him we
receive" of RiB fullness, grace for grace."
The Lord help you, dear brother, to repose upon Him in all circumstances, whether dark or light. Nothing can touch your life; for it
is hid with Christ in God. Satan could never touch Job's life; and
it is impossible for him to pluck thee out of the hand of Jesus. He is
" all and in all " to His Church. He is all our Wisdom, He is all our
Righteousness, all our Holiness, and all our Redemption.
It is so very blessed to realize that there is no way in which we can
travel through this world, no path which He has prepared for us to
walk in, but our blessed Lord Jesus Christ is with us through and in
all; that He is " touched with the feeling of our infirmities"; that
"like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him" (Ps. ciii. 13). But let us enquire for a moment, Do we
thus love Him 1 Can we say, " Him Whom my &aulloveth "1 There
was a time when you did not love Him, when you were dead in sin.
"Well," says &ame child of God, "I cannot remember the time when I
did not desire the pardon of my sin."
Bless the Lord for it. It is a great blessing to a child to be thus
early made a partaker of spiritual life, though he may not be able to
point to the exact time when the change took place. Others, again,
can point to the spot of land where the Lord began with them. Like
Paul, when he was suddenly hurled to the ground, and the Lord _aid to
him, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me 1" (Acts ix. 4). I can
myself point to the corner of a pew in a certain chapel in London,
where the Lord broke into my little young heart, when I was about
eight years old, and made me happy in a moment. But then it did not
last long; I was very soon shut up in darkness and misery. Satan
came in like a flood, and I was carried away into sin. But I was ever
looking for the return again of that sweet moment. I remember,
when quite a little child, I was sitting up attempting to play a tune on
a pianoforte. As I was playing out the tune with my little finger, I
was trying to sing"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this."
In a moment the sweet power of the love of Christ came· down into
my heart, my eyes began to overflow with tears; I felt I was a living
child of God. I felt it was true what I was trying to sing"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."
Well, now, I suppose I shall have offen~ed all those this morning
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who say we ought not to talk about our experiences. Bllt when the
Lord comes aud does it over again, I cannot keep it back. It 'is these
things that make the child of God love Him beyond all other loves.
And not only so, but the presence of sin makes the child of God love
the Lord Jesus Christ. "What," say you, "the presence of sin "!
Yes; if you had not been a sinner, you would not love Him for
pardoning your sin.
" A sinner is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost has made him so."
So your poverty makes you prize the great treasury, makes you
prize Him Who says, " My grace is sufficient for thee; My strength is
made perfect in weakness." Your hunger makes you long for" the
bread of life." Your thirst makes you desire the pure" water of life."
Thus it is the condition of need into which we are brought that
makes us love Christ, that makes us say, " Whom have I in heaven but
Thee 1 And there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee." And
" this light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the
things which are seen,"-not looking unto ourselves for anything" but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen
are time things-time vanities; but the things that are not seen are
eternal realities" (2 Cor. iv. 17, 18). Thus we see, hy the eye of
faith, "the King in His beauty, and the land that is very far off"
(Isa. xxxiii. 17).
We see Him in the putting forth of His power in creation; we see
Him in all the precious promises which are contained in the Word of
God; we see Him in aII the types and shadows of the Old Testament;
but it is still more blessed when we can see Him as our great High
Priest, standing before our Covenant God and Father, lifting up holy
hands on our behalf; when we can see Him as our King eternal, immortal, invisible (1 Tim. i. 17).
,
How many of us have come up this morning with those words upon
our lips and in our hearts, " Saw ye Him Whom my soul loveth 1 " or
with the Grecians of old, " Sirs, we would see Jesus" 1
" I w·ill wash mine ha.nds in innocency: so will I compass Thine altar,

o Lord."

The Temple and all its rites and all its furniture was one clear Gospeh
lesson. The laver was the cleansing blood of Jesus. Constant
ablutions typified the washing out of guilt. The altar, with its dying
victims, streaming blood, and curling smoke, proclaimed the all-atoning
sacrifice. Jesus oft tarried in these courts. His eyes would rest on
symbols significant of His work. The believer, in spirit, will frequent
this holy ground. Abhorring sin, he seeks the laver that no st~i'iilinay
soil him .. ~ happy.walk is r011?d t~e altar; gfjzirrdl~~ ttl~'t"f~ch
step, delighting by faIth to see his dymg Lort'Jl~ d1as~lfig to'llis.lieart
the truth-For me He died, for me His blbbl!."walIushed)'iil 'HiftiBJfa/n
completely saved.
. .
. 'i'l'll> "OIHIlI rlorfVl .r,;;o·'·O[ f>;,,>
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'fHE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. A. J. BAXTER.

IT is with melancholy satisfaction that, through the kinduess of Mr.
J. E. HAZELTON, Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, we
are in a position to place in our MAGAZINE portfolio the portrait of our
beloved friend and faithful brother in the Lord-the late Rev. A. J.
BAXTER, of Eastbourne. The likeness, which appeared in the July
number of the Quarterly Record of the venerable Society, so favomably
impressed us that we ventured to solicit the loan of the block, a favour
which was readily granted, and for which we proffer our thanks. We
entirely endorse the appreciation of God's dear departed servant which
we reprint below from the Quarterly Record. It admirably expresses
our high estimate of his personal, spiritual, and ministerial character.
Our pages some time since bore witness to his exceptional worth as
a Pastor of the Word, and we are glad to observe that his scholarship
and accurate acquaintance with the inspired Scriptures in the Hebrew
and Greek text have been generally recognised in the obituary notices
which have come under our observation. During our long acquaintanceship, his chastened spirit exercised a powerfully attractive influence
over one's soul, and fellowship with him in the things of God was a
treasured privilege, though our meetings were but rare. He possessed
in a rich degree the faculty of looking beyond his "own things," and
taking feeling interest in "the things of others." Although he was
a convinced adherent of the priuciples of the denomination to which
he belonged, his large heart went out in loving sympathy towards the
Lord's people wherever they were to be found. This spiritual trait was
practically shown in his laborious and generous advocacy of the objects
an.d operations of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society-an institution
whose bounty is exteJ;lded to the believing, elect people of God, irrespective of sect or name. Enough for Mr. BAXTER that they gave Scriptural
evidence of being parta~ers of Christ by regenerating grace, and loved
Him with pure hearts fervently. His Christian liberality was also
exhibited towards the household of faith - as will be seen in the
subjoined sketch-by his administration of a fund for poor saints
arising out of The Gospel Advocate, a monthly magazine whose pages
he edited with ability for many years. No less a sum than £6,000
was distributed by him in this connection.
But we will now ask the kind perusal of the appended interesting
biography of the Lord's faithful witness and servant :Mr. BAXTER was born in Clerkenwell in 1832, and in his youth learned
the art of engraving; working at the business of his uncle, he attained
such. a degree of proficiency that some of his productions were shown
at the Great Exhibition 'of 1851. The circumstances under which
he was led to thelffiinistry are referred to in his work The Great Phantom
01 the Age, a book of 400 pages, written in the form of an allegory and
containing some autobiographical passages well worthy of being read
and re-read. When under deep spiritual concern, the first beam of
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hope shonc into lus mind tbrough reading Joseph Hart's hymns,
placed in bis hands by his grandfather, wbo for twenty-one years bad
worshipped with William Hnntington's congregation. He ultimately
became a member of the Rev. Richard Luckin's Church at Woodbridge
Chapel, Clerkenwell, where he first spoke in public and wbence he went
out to preach his first sermon.
Mr_ BAXTER ever held fast to the doctrines of sovereign and distinguishing grace; and he soon displayed power as a preacher. Ten
years of his ministerial life were spent at Sion Cbapel, Nottingham,
where he had in his Church the gifted and gracious Rnth Bryan,
whose Diaries and Letters have been made a blessing to many. A
number of deaths among his friends there induced him to seek
another sphere of work and he accepted the invitation to Eastbourne,
succeeding the late Mr. Tatham as Pastor.
The Independent Chapel, in Cavendish Place, was erected in 1857,
and enlarged in 1868. Mr. BAXTER'S ministry there began in 1867 ;
and from time to time the congregation showed their love to him in
an unmistakable manner.
A presentation was made in 1882, when he reached the age of fifty,
and had been in the town fifteen years. Another gift was made on
the occasion of his silver wedding. In 1892 he completed his sixtieth
year, and was the recipient of a further recognition of his labours.
On Tuesday, Dec. 11th, 1906, he celebrated his ministerial jnbilee.
The congregation subscribed a sum sufficient to enable them to present
to Mr. BAXTER a cheque for £230, together with an address. On the
same occasion Mrs. and Miss Baxter were also the recipients of gifts,
in acknowledgment of their appreciated services. The office of
spokesman for the congregation was conferred on the late Mr. J ames
Worley. Mr. BAXTER, in the course of his reply, incidentally said that
he could read the Scriptures in Hebrew, Chaldee, and Greek. His
memory was remarkably retentive. Not only could he repeat many
of the Psalms by heart, but he could recite whole chapters of the Bible.
As editor of The Gospel Advocate, he displayed self-abnegation which
is only too rare. Instead of appropriating the profits to his own use,
he devoted them to a fund for the relief of aged ministers and their
widows; and he was able to raise for this purpose no less th3n £6,000.
Mr. BAX'£ER compiled a hymn-book iu which several of his own
compositions are included.
Throughout his forty years' ministry at Eastbourne his services
were in much request throughout Sussex; and in other parts of
England and in Scotland his testimony was gladly received. Littleport
and Grantham, where he took up the periodical services of the Revs.
George Abrahams and John Grace, were regularly visited 'for many
years, and at the Surrey Tabernacle, during Mr. J ames Wells' last
illness, his ministry was most acceptable. He frequently lamented,
the forgetfulness and unfaithfulness of those who undervalued the
blessings of the Reformation and the discriminating and establishing
truths of Holy Scripture. In maintaining these he exhibited, as in
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all things, firmness and deciiion of character, and by his eloquent and
instructive sermons, which were at the same time practical and
experimental, he was made widely useful in his day and generation.
At Protestant meetings he was a frequent and welcome speaker. One
by one the older members of his Diaconate (Mr. Thatcher, Mr. Joseph
Gorringe, and Mr. James Worley) were called away, and in his funeral
sermons he paid just tribute to their worth. Mr. BAXTER was one of
the earliest members of the committee of management of the Princess
Alice Memorial Hospital, Eastbourne, and his interest in it remained
undiminished to the last.
His last sermons were preached in his own chapel on Lord's Day,
July 7th. For the past two years some failure of strength had been
apparent, but his weakness gradually increased, and the conclusion
that his public ministry had closed was arrived at by all his friends,
and acquiesced in by Mr. BAXTER himself. The last entries in his diary
for 1907 testify to his faith and love-" A year of tribulation," " A
year of special mercies," "Make haste, my Beloved," "Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly," "Thy Church and those dear to Me, I commit
to Thy guardian and providing Covenant care." Those who were
favoured to visit the sick room left with their faith confirmed and their
hearts strengthened in the gospel of God. He delighted in Cowper's
beautiful hymn :"To Jesus, the Crown of my hope,
My soul is in haste to be gone,
Oh bear me, ye cherubim, up,
And waft me away to His throne."
On Lord's Days, and especially whilst service was being conducted
in the adjoining chapel, he had many precious seasons; "I have been
very near heaven this morning," he said to a friend who called after
service. On' Saturday evening, February 29th, he entered into the
joy of his Lord. The fnneral took place on Friday, March 6th; a
service at the chapel was largely attended, and many gathered around
the grave in Eastbourne Cemetery, including a deputation from the
Society. A friend quotes the words from an old writer, "I loved him
in life, and I love him none the less in death; for what I loved in him
is not dead."
" The saints of God, their wanderings done,
No more their weary course they run,
No more they faint, no more they fall,
No foes oppress, no fears appal;
Oh happy saints; for ever blest,
In that dear Home, how sweet your rest! "
THE EDITOR.
WHEN a child of God 'looks up by faith to the glory of his Father's
kingdom, he looks down with contempt upon the kingdom of this
world.-MasQn.
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THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGE.
BELIEVING PRAYER ANSWERED• .

ancient city of Bristol possesses a variety of religious institutions,
perhaps in excess of those to be found in any city of similar size and
population. Among them all, however, none exists to-day more
remarkable in its history than that which, standing on one of the
most commanding of the neighbouring heights, finds hospitable
shelter for 2,000 orphan children of both sexes, founded by that
enilnent man of God, the late :Mr. George l\liiller in " the thirties."
From the earliest stage in the career of the Ashley Down Orphanage
to the present time it has been a fixed principle with the conductors
of the vast work to rely absolutely upon God Himself, by faith and
prayer, for all the necessary funds. No person is applied to for help,
no appeals are issued, no unscriptural methods are resorted to to raise
money. "Jehovah-jireh" is no mere adopted motto, it is a daily
reality, a daily experience. In the months of Angust, year by year,
a simple, circumstantial, spiritnal report i, published, giving an
account of the Lord's dealings with His servants who trust in Him,
and with the great work under their hands. The Report for the
past year lies before us, and we are sure that our readers, after
perusing the following extracts from it, will unite with us in giving
glory to our faithful Covenant God. We may here observe that the
Directorship of the Orphanage, since the death of Mr. George Muller
and his gracious son-in-law, Mr. James Wright, has been discharged
by Mr. G. F. Bergin-upon the same Scriptural principles and under
the same marked approval of the living God. lIir. Bergin, in his
introduction to the new Report tells us that the financial year found
him and his fellow-workers in a position somewhat like unto that of
Israel, of whom it was said, "They are entangled in the land, the
wilderness hath shut them in." But we will quote his own words :" For nearly eight months of this period we were in great poverty
and sore trial of faith: then the delivering hand of our God was put
forth on our behalf, and during the last four months He has supplied
us so bountifully that the income for the Orphans has been larger
this year than any previous year during the history of this work,
except that for 1900. The adverse balance, with which we began
the year, was cleared off, and though the expenditure was considerably
heavier this year thau usual, owing to the increased price of flour,
oatmeal, clothing material, etc., and to the fact that the stocks of
material had run low during our two and a half years of straitness,
• and to the expenditure of a large sum for the much needed sanitary
alterations, yet we closed the year with a balance in hand of
£4,762 17s. 9!d. for the Orphans. Our hearts overflow with praise
as we tell out that the Lord has sent us this year, by donations and
legacies, for all the branches of the work, Thirty-seven thousand, two
hundred and ninety-nine pounds, nine shilZ,:ngs and threepence three
THE
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farthings. This makes the amount sent in during the ten years since
Mr. Miiller's death to be, Three hundred and three thousand, one
hundred and sixty-two pounds, nine shillings, and twopence, and from
the beginning of the work in 1834 and 1836, to be, One million, six
hundred and seventy-eight thousand, one hundred and two pounds, ten
shillings, and eightpence halfpenny. In order to grasp the full value
of these facts, the reader must bear in mind that all this money has
been obtained without any kind of appe.al whatsoever, public or
private, to human ears, without bazaars, or any unscriptural ways,
simply and only by believing prayer to our God. This condition of
working the Institution in all its branches has been maintained
uniformly and continuously all through Mr. Miiller's long life of
service here for sixty-two years, and during the ten years that have
passed since then, by Mr. Wright till his death in 1905, and by myself
up to now. Again and again it has been stated since Mr. Miiller's
death, that this work could not be carried on in the way he acted,
but our God Himself has given the answer to such suggestions of
unbelief in the facts now stated. Join us, dear reader, as we
•

...~.

, Talk of all His wondrous works,' and
" Glory in His Holy name.' "

During the year 257 boys and girls, of ages varying from four
months to fourteen years, were welcomed into the Orphan Homes,
and the Director was enabled to start in life, with snitable outfits and
good prospects, 177 boys and girls. Mr. Bergin further writes:
"We have deep joy in recording the gracious operations of the Holy
Spirit in the hearts of our children in leading many of them to trust
in the Lord for their salvation."
We sincerely hope that our notice of this God·honouring institution,
with its numerous ramifications at home and abroad, will lead to a
prayerful perusal of the" Brief Narrative of Fads" by Mr. Bergin,
and that many hearts and hands may be opened towards the good
work, which stands boldly forth a~ a practical proof that" the Word
of God liveth and abideth " among us as of old it did among our
believing fathers, in spite of all the machinations of Satan and man
to belittle, ignore, and destroy it.

THE DEEPS.
FROM the fathomless depths of the Fall and its eternal consequences
the Lord J eSlh~ Christ redeemed His Father's beloved family-" the
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood." It
is this vast work of redemption which conferred on the Son of God
His" wonderful" name-Jesus. "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus,
for He shall save His people from their sins." It is not the name
proper to His humiliation only, but to His exaltation also. "And
being proud in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became
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obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above
every name: that in the Name of Jesus every knee should bow."
What can we say of "the depths" of the penal degradation and
distress into whjch He descended to bring up His guilty people! The
" horrible pit" and "the miry clay" were His that deliverance and
eternal salvation might be procured for, and be allsured unto, everyone
whose sins and iniquities He by imputation bore in His body on the
tree of curse. He was representatively numbered with the transgressors in their transgressions, that they might be made one with Him
by resurrection in life everlasting. As the Apostle Peter writes:
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who,
according to His abundant mercy, hath begotten us again into a lively
hope by the resurrection from the dead." In Him they were crucified,
dead, and buried. "I am crucified with Christ" is the divinely
warranted confession of every believer in the .Risen One. All that He
did and suHered penally, His people did and suflered in Him. The
Head and the Body were united in one, alike under condemnation and
in justification. " Who was delivered for our oHences, and was raised
again for our justification." The. exaltation of Christ from "the
lowest pit" to the very right hand of "the Majesty on high" also
included the lifting up of His redeemed ones from the abyss of the curse
to the inheritance of eternal glory in heaven. "Out of the depths"
of unending misery the Lord Jesus has ransomed the persons of His
brethren. Upon them the second death has now no power. They
have, once for all, passed out of death into life. By Spirit-wrought
faith they are brought into the possession and enjoyment of these
blessed realities. The experimental operations of the Holy Ghost
within mark them oH as "the people whom the Lord hath blessed."
These operations widely diHer among the children of God.
Probably the most salutary and fruitful of the Spirit's dealings with
believers are those which have to do with tribulation. The highway
of affliction is the royal road to glory. "We must through much
tribulation enter the kingdom." Spiritual character is formed and
developed largely by Divine chastisement. "Whom the Lord loveth
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. If ye
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son
is he whom the father chasteneth not!" Often the season of chastisement and distress is spent by the tried saints in " the deeps," in the
"great waters," where the floods "rage horribly" and no way of
deliverance can be traced. Oh, what a mercy it is that our all-sufficient
God holds these waters in the hollow of His hand, and that every
billow is the obedient servant of His almighty power! It is also a point
full of consolation that He Himself-according to promise-is very
present with His sorely troubled ones when they" do business in great
waters." "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee." Circumstances and events, though they often threaten to swallow up God's
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saints, have no more power to really hurt them than the flames of
Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace had power so much as to singe a hair
of the head of one of the three persecuted Hebrew captives. What
marvels of deliverance a promise-performing God has performed for
His much-tried people all through the ages! The adoring testimony
of David of old is still to be heard in the dwellings of the righteous:
" He sent from above, He took me, and drew me out of many waters."
Nothing short of the direct interposition of J ehovah's almighty arm
can account for the surprising escapes the Lord's people often have
when circumstances of special distress overwhelm them!
Meanwhile it is the province and obligation of faith and prayer to
wait implicitly upon the Lord, and to plead the exceeding great and
precious promises of the Word at the throne of grace. " To him that
believeth, all things are possible." It is enough. "He shall deliver
thee in six troubles; yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee."

UNBELIEF TRIUMPHANT.

•

•

By the REV. W. S. LEWIS, M.A.

" They laughed Him to scorn."-MATT. ix. 24.
You must often have noticed the effect of introducing a lamp into
a darkened apartment. You see the lamp itself; you see a thousand
other things by its light. It is much the same with the five words
of our text. Spoken, as it were, by the way, they have not only all
the vivid light of reality in themselves, but they also throw light on
the whole history in which they occur. In particular they enlighten
us (1) On the nature of our Saviour's Work, and (2) On the right
interpretation of His Words. First, As to His Work. How wonderfully the words reveal to us the great depth of His humiliation. It
was not only that the Lord was man, which is much; nor yet only
that He was a very poor man, even one of the homeless poor (Luke
ix. 58), which is more; but, what is most of all, that He was a man
derided and despised. So Psalmists and Prophets had foretold, and
so Evangelists here relate. Did it ever occur to you to consider how
complete must have been the obscuration of His glory-how total
the eclipse of that sun-to render this even possible 1 Had there been
one scintillation or glimpse to the natural eye of the burning brightness
of His Godhead, would anyone have dared, would anyone have been
able, to " deride" Him 1 They" laughed Him down," so some render
the expression; they drowned His words in contempt! To be
worshipped by all the" gods" (Ps. xcvii. 7; Heb. i. 6); that was His
right. To be the laughing-stock of men such as these, of the idle
crowd that collect and gossip about a death, the hireling mourners
who feel least and pretend most; that was His experience. The
distance from that right to that experience is. the measure of His
humiliation. Notice, also, from this, the completeness of His sorrow.
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He was" acquainted with grief," with every side and shape and variety
of it, even with that form which we should have expected to be the
farthest of all from His lot. As one" born of woman," we can partly
understand His exposure to the sinless infirmities of our race, His
hungering, thirsting, fainting, wearying, sleeping, bleeding, dying.
In so wicked a world, again, as this is, His having to suffer from the
opposition of enemies, and from the treachery and desertion of
professed friends, is more disgraceful than surprising. But, coming
into the world as He did, and being such as He was, speaking as man
never spake, silencing the wisest, curing the most desperate, casting
out the strongest, changing the vilest, and speaking mercy to allthat He should, nevertheless, be derided and scorned; this is, indeed
strange. Any trial except this-so our expectation would have said.
The inference is clear. If He was exposed to this, He was exempt
from none. All the rest of the cup must have been exhausted before
He partook of these dregs. This consideration may teach us, yet
further, the greatness of His love. All this depth of suffering was
for our sake. It was because a half-exhausted cup would not have
saved us, that He compelled Himself to drain all. Like one descending
a coal shaft, who does not stop short of the very lowest depth because
those he desires to rescue are known to be trembling and gasping there,
so was it with the Lord. He endured even the scorn of contemptible
man in order to save man. Strange, indeed, was that scorn; but
stranger still His reply-not in judgment, not in anger; scarcely even
in rebuke. Those who despised Him should not be witnesses of His
power; that was all. Was there ever such a combination of majesty
and mercy 1 Wherein is He the more to be admired - in His
power, or in His forbearance-in raising the dead, or in sparing the
living?
Secondly, we learn much as to the right interpretation of our Lord's
words, and so, generally, of those Holy Scriptures which bear testimony
to Him_ The special saying which called forth this outburst of scorn
was the following: "The maid is not dead, but sleepeth "; and the
special growld of that scorn was the intimate conviction of the hearers
that she had actually died-" knowing that she was dead." It is
evident, therefore, that they took the Lord's words in their most
ordinary and obvious sense, never stopping to search for another,
and never considering whether such a teacher and miracle·worker
as He was could have really meant anything so absurd. It was a case
of confounding the obvious with the true-of mistaking the apparent
for the real-and of considering" first thoughts" so much better than
"second," that no second thoughts are required. The mistake is
very common. "He that believeth on Me shall never die "; "Ye
must be born again"; "Destroy this temple"; "This is My body,"
all are cases in point. The mistake arises from not recollecting(1) That the true signification of a passage is not that which the hearer
imagines, but that which the speaker himself designed; and (2) That,
in the sayings of the Bible, where God is practically the speaker, and
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man the hearer, these two meanings are so far from being necessarily
identical, that they are often as wide asunder as the poles. The fact is,
that the common clay of our earthly language must frequently be
employed by the Almighty after a super-earthly and heavenly manner,
and consequently must frequently mean other and more than if it had
come from.·our lips. We must, never, therefore, run away with that
notion, which seems to furnish so easy a way of closing all controversy,
and which is so flattering and fascinating to dull and indolent minds,
that what is called a plain man's view of a passage is necessarily its
plain meaning. There is no such democratic road to truth. It is not
by one passage, but by many-it is by searching the Scriptures, not
by skimming them-it is by seeking not the obvious but the consistent,
that we can learn what God means. "The kingdom of heaven is a
treasure hid in a field,"-not something lying on its surface like a stone,
and meeting your eye the first thing. Let us not rashly, therefore,
set aside non-obvious interpretations, especially if they are old ones
sanctioned by centuries of experience and investigation. Even wholly
new ones, if founded on new knowledge, must be cautiously and candidly
examined. Above all, let us maintain our deep reverence for the
Scripture itself as it is. Before you despise the Bible, be sure you
understand it. How much flippant talking and scornful writing this
simple rnle would prevent. Many sceptics are really despising nothing
but their own mis-interpretations, and are objects, therefore, not
indeed of unchristian scorn, but of sincere compassion for their pains.
It was so in this case. How true and precious the words which these
scorners despised! What, indeed, was that death, lying in the path
of His purposes, but a sleep 1 (See John xi. 11). What is all death
but a sleep before Him 1 (Luke xx. 38, etc.). What truth, what life,
therefore, in His words to the parents! What truth, what life, what
immortality, to all believers! How worthy of Him who "hath
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through
the Gospel!" And how unutterably pitiable the scorn, therefore,
with which they were heard!
As a concluding thought, take notice of the profound wisdom here
displayed. See how this very contempt of man was made to minister
to the mission of Christ. These scorners actually built up the platform
on which the evidence of the miracle stood. When the damsel arose
and took food (Mark v. 43), there could be no doubt as to her being
. alive. The only point on which doubt was possible was as to the
nature of her life. Was it resurrection-life in real truth 1 Had it
indeed been preceded by unmistakable death 1 These unhappy
despisers, without meaning it, had established this beyond doubt;
they had shut their own mouths on this point by their previous scorn ;
and, in doing so, they had for ever shut the mouths of mankind. So
complete was the ultimate triumph of the wisdom of God. And even
so will it be at the last with all wilful despisers of His Christ. "Every
knee shall bow to Him," not only "of things in heaven and things
in earth," but even of "things under the earth," such as these!
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ON THE U1AGE OF A CROSS AND SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.
By THE LATE

W.

1\I.A.• BARRISTER-AT-LAW.
(Contimted from page 507.)

CLAYTON CLAYTON.

SECTION

Ill.

HAVING shown that an image of a cross, if placed in a church where
it is, or can, or is likely to be, an object of devotion, comes within the
prohibition in the Second Commandment, I proceed to show how. in
the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, the King and Parliament and ecclesiastical authorities of England dealt with images of a
religious character.
In the year 1545, Henry VIII., after conference with Cranmer. Archbishop of Canterbury. directed him to cause a letter to be devised,
addressed to the two Archbishops. to be signed by his Majesty, commanding them that several Popish practices should be abolishedamong others. "creeping to the cross. a greater abuse than any of the
other." This letter was accordingly prepared by Cranmer, but the
signature thereof by the King was never obtained, first for certain
State reasons and then by his death. In this letter what the" creeping
to the cross" consisted of is sho\vu from the directions in a Popish
manual. It was directed that a cross should be placed on every altar,
where it might be adored by the people, and that the priests should
proceed to the eross, with naked feet. and offer up this prayer, "We,
adore Thy Cross, 0 Lord" (" Works of Archbishop Cranmer: Remains,
etc.," p. 414, Park. Soc. edit.).
I must here remark that adoration of the cross is not peculiar to the
Romish Church, for in the Hymnal u.sed in St. Alban's, Holborn (of
which Mr. Mackonochie was incumbent), we find the following :-" We
venerate Thy Cross, 0 Lord, and praise and glorify Thy holy Resurrection; and behold. through the Wood. joy has come to the world."
Again. in the same Hymnal there are these lines"Fa.ithful Cross above all other,
One and only noble Tree;
None in foliage, none in blossom,
None in fruit, thy peer can be.
Sweetest \Vood and sweetest Iron,
Sweetest \Veight is hung on thee."

In a letter sent by the Council of the King, in the first year of the
reign of Edward VI., to the Arclibishop of Canterbury. after stating
that in no place in the realm was there any sure quietness but where all
images were clean taken away and pulled down, they signified to the
Archbishop that he should immediately give order that all the images
in any church or chapel within his diocese should be removed and
taken away. and that also by his letters he should signify unto the rest
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of the bishops within this province his highness' pleasure for the like
order to be given by them and every of them within their several
dioceses (see 5" Foxe's Acts and Monnments," p. 717, Edit. A.D. 1846).
This order was enforced by the Act of Parliament of 3 and 4 Edward VI.,
c. 10, which directs that all images should be defaced and destroyed.
On referring to the table of Statutes lately published by the Statute
Law Committee, it appears that this Act has not been repealed, and so
I am glad to say it is still in force. Such was the decision of our Legislature in the reign of Edward VI., and happily it remained, as it were,
a dead letter for about three centuries: for, until the flood of Ritualism,
bringing with it many of the corrupt doctrines and some of the material
rubbish of Popery, came into our Established Church in recent times,
few (if any) attempts were made.to introduce images into our churches.
But since that time our courts, no doubt greatly to the profit of lawyers
but to the scandal of our Protestantism, have had many cases to decide
whether this or that Popish practice could be allowed in our Christian
temples. And had our judges foreseen what manner of men they had
to deal with, how acute and persistent in wrong-doing they were-as
they proved themselves to be--they would have come to the same
conclusion that the CowlCil of Edward VI. during his minority did,
that there could be no " sure quietness but where all images were clean
taken away and pulled down "-a conclusion quite in unison with the
general and best judgment in the Reformation period. For Erasmus
(certainly not an ultra-Protestant) wrote, "There is no decree, no,
not so much as of man, which commandeth that images should be in
churches. For as it is more easy, so it is less perilous, to take all
images quite and clean out of the churches, than to be able to bring to
pass that, in keeping them still, measure should not be exceeded, nor
superstitiou covertly cloked." Unhappily, our courts have thonght
themselves compelled on legal grounds to qualify their decisions
against images in churchcs by holding that the same may be admitted
so only that they be' so placed as not to be objects of adoration or
worship, but merely to be regarded as ornaments. With the utmost
and most profound deference, I must say, to give any image a place
in a church on the ground of its being an ornament or decoration, is
somewhat startling, for it says plainly that the eyes of the worshippers
should be gratified as well as their souls fed with spiritual food. Having
regard to what our hearts are, ornaments in a church are apt to distract
attention and sadly to interfere with if not wholly to prevent spiritual
worship. Calvin said, "a church is a place for prayer, not for
gazing."
I will now show how much costly contentions litigation has arisen
from our courts so gratifying carnal minds as to allow an image of a
cross to be placed in a church as an ornament. In Liddell v. Beal (14
" Moore's P.C. Reports "), there was fixed to the Communion Table,
on its side nearest to the wall of the chancel, a narrow ledge of wood
raised above the rest of the Table and called" super-altare "; on this
two candlesticks were placed, which were movable, and between them
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there was a wooden cross let into and fixed in the" super-altare " so as
to form part of the Communion Table. This cross was held to be illegal,
and it was ordered to be removed. Now let us admire the earnest
ingenuity of the Ritualistic mind. In the case of Durst v. Masters
(" Law Reports," 1 P.D. 123,373), there was a structure of wood called
a "re-table," consisting of a wooden ledge at the back of the Communion Table, having a front of wood about eight inches deep coming
down to within five-sixteenths of an inch of the surface of the Communion Table; this structure was fixed to the wall of the chancel by
nails. On this re-table a movable cross of wood above three feet in
height was placed by the vicar of the parish, with the intention that it
should remain there permanently. The question in this case was
whether the cross so placed by the vicar was legal or not. Of course,
the vicar had to show that his cross was not condemned by the decision
in the case of Liddell v. Beal, and in order to do this he contended that
his cross was not fixed but movable, and was merely part of the Church
furniture, and fell within the category of things that are mere architectural decorations. But the Lords of the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council were unable to approve of the contention of the vicar,
considering it to be founded on too narrow and limited a view of the
conclusion arrived at in Liddell v. Beal. They said, "It is hardly to
be conceived that a distinction should have been intended to be drawn
between a cross 'attached' to the Table (or the ledge above the
Table) and a cross occupying a permanent position upon it; and still
less that the lawfulness or unlawfulness of the cross should be declared
to reside in such a distinction." And they could not attach any
importance to the fact that, in the case before them, the re-table (on
which the cross was placed) was not fixed to or part of the Communion
Table, but was raised about a quarter of an inch above it. And the
decree was that the vicar's cross should be removed. And it appears
from some expressions in the judgment of the court that its opinion
was that for a cross to be lawful it must not be in communication or
contact or connection with the Communion Table. It will be observed
that in the case just cited the cross ordered to be removed stood on a
ledge eight inches above the Commuuion Table, and yet it was held to
be in connection with it. In the case of Ridsdale v. Clifton (" Law
Reports," 2 P.D. 276), a crucifix which had been set up in" full relief"
upon a rood screen at the entrance of a chancel of a church was ordered
to be removed, and the judgment of Lord Penzance, when the case was
before him (see 1 P.D. 356), contained the following passage, in exact
agreement with what I have cited above from our Church "Homily
against the Peril of Idolatry," and other authorities :-" When the
Court finds that the same object, both in the church and out of it, is
still worshipped by those who adhere to the unreformed Romish faith,
and it is told that now, after the lapse of three hundred years, it is
suddenly proposed to set up .again the same object in the same part of
the church as an architectural ornament only, it is hard not to distrust
the uses to which it may come to be put, or escape the apprehension
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that what begins in 'decoration' may end in idolatry." And this
remarkable passage was cited, approved, and adopted by the court,when
the case was before the Privy Council (see 2 P.D. 352).
SECTION IV.
I now proceed to show what the judgment of the Fathers of our
Protestant Reformation was respecting crosses in our churches; men
whose judgment should be greatly respected, seeing that many of them
sealed their testimony with their blood-the blood of truth.
GRINDAL, successively Bishop of London and Archbishop of York
and Canterbury, in the reign of Elizabeth. Among other injunctions
for the laity at York was one that the churchwardens and minister
should see all vestments, albes, tunicles, stoles, censers, crosses, candle·
sticks, or fat images, and all other relics and monuments of superstition
and idola~y, should be utterly defaced, broken, and destroyed. And
the like injunctions were issued when he was promoted to Canterbury
(" Remains of Archbishop Grindal," pp. 135-159, Park. Soc. edit.)
WHITGIFT, who in A.D. 1583 (then Bishop of Worcester) succeeded
Grindal in the see of Canterbury, in answer to an adversary of the
Protestant religion, wrote-among other things-as follows :-" As
for Papists, we are far enough off from them; for they pictured the
sign of the Cross, and did worship it-so do not we; they used it to
drive away spirits and devils-so do not we; they attrihuted power
and virtue unto it-so do not we; they had it in their churches-so
have not we" (" Works of Whitgift," p. 127, Park. Soc. edit.)
SANDYS, who in the reign of Elizabeth was successively Bishop of
Worcester and London, and aft~rwards Archbishop of York, in a sermon
preached at St. Paul's, said, "It is an honour unto God, when His Name
only is called upon, when we worship and fall down before none but
Him. This honour He getteth not at their hands, who have gotten to
thell1selves legions of angels to whom they pray and millions of idols
which they daily adore. Their differences between an idol and an
image are but shifts. Call them what you will, they are similitndes of
things in heaven or things in earth, which is sufficient to condemn them
of idolatry that worship snch things. Their distinctions between the
honour which they give to images and the worship which they do to
God may blear the eyes of mortal men; but the eternal God doth
know that they honour creatures with that honour which is forbidden
them in the law, that they bow down to them, and that they serve
them" (" Sermons by Archbishop Sandys," p. 27, Park. Soc. edit.).
Sandys was so earnest against anything like superstition that, in a
paper of advice to be presented to the Queen, he proposed, inter alia,
that the Collect for crossing the infant on the forehead should be struck
out, " as it seems very superstitious, so it is not needful" (Ibid., p. 433).
RIDLEY, made Bishop of Rochester by Henry VIII., and promoted
to the see of London by Edward VI, and burnt at the stake by Queen
Mary, presented_an elaborate address to the king against images, on
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behalf of himself and all the clergy. This address well deserves a careful
Jeading; I can only give a few sentences from it. He cites the Second
Commandment as applying to all images made" to any use of religion" ;
and refers to Deuteronomy xxvii., 15, " Cursed be the man that maketh
any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the Lord." And
he says, "God, knowing the inclination of man to idolatry, showeth
the reason why He made this general prohibition: 'Lest peradventure
thou, being deceived, shouldst bow down to them and worship them.' "
He refers, too, to the strong injunction in Deuteronomy iv. 23, against
any image or "the likeness of any thing," " for the Lord thy God is a
consuming fire, a jealous God." He cites the text, 1 John v. 21" My little children, beware of images," and adds, "bnt to set them in
churches, places dedicated to the service of God, and that over the
Lord's Table, being the highest and most honourable place, where
most danger of abuse both ii and ever hath been, is not to beware of
them, nor to flee from them, but to embrace and receive them." Again,
" the use of images is to the confirmed in h'llowledge neither necessary
nor profitable; to the superstitious it is a confirmation in error; to
the simple and weak an occasion to fall; therefore very dangerous."
In Matthew xviii. we read, "Woe to him by whom offence or occasion
of falling cometh; it were better that a millstone were tied about his
neck, and he cast into the sea, than offend one of the little ones that
believe in Christ" (" Works of Bishop Ridley," p. 83, Park. Soc. edit.).
Among the articles to be enquired of in the visitation by Bishop Ridley
of his diocese in the fourth year of Edward VI. is, "Whether there be
any images in your church, shrines, candles, or trendles of wax."
HooPER, who became Bishop of Gloucester in the reign of Edward
VI., received the baptism of fire at Gloucester in the reign of Mary.
The account of his last hours is deeply interesting. He walked cheerfully to the fatal spot, and surveyed the preparations with a smiling
countenance; and then, beckoning to several of his acquaintance who
were present, he knelt down and prayed. Whilst he was thus engaged,
a box, said to contain his pardon on condition of his recantation, was
placed before him; but as soon as he saw it he cried, " If you love my
soul, away with it! Away with it!" He was heard to say in his
prayer, "Lord, I am hell, but Thou art heaven; I am a sink of sin,
but Thou art a gucious God and a merciful Redeemer; have mercy
therefore upon me, a most miserable and wretched offender, after Thy
great mercy and according to Thine inestimable goodness. Well Thou
seest, my Lord and God, what terrible pains and cruel torments be
prepared for Thy creature-such, Lord, as without Thy strength none
is able to bear. But all things that are impossible with man are possible
with Thee; therefore strengthen me, of Thy goodness, that in the fire
I break not the rules of patience, or else assuage the terror of the pains
as shall seem most to Thy glory." His prayer being ended, he was
bound to a stake with an iron hoop, and the fire applied. His sufferings were very protracted and severe, for, owing to the greenness of
the materials used, together with the violence of the wind, the fire at
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first had but little effect, and it was necessary to renew it twice before
it reached a vital part. During the whole of this trying interval, which
was extended to three-quarters of an hour, the martyr's fortitude
remained unshaken; he evinced but little sense of suffering; and as
long as he retained the power of speech he employed it in prayer to Him
whose battle he was fighting. The last words he was heard to utter
were, "Lord Jesu, have mercy upon me! Lord Jesu, have mercy upon
m e I. "

None of our Reformers bore stronger testimony against the use of
images in a church than Hooper. In his treatise of " Christ and His
Office," he wrote, " It is so childish an opinion to say that images may
be suffered in a church, so they be not honoured; but it needeth no
probation at all." In his" Confession of the Christian Faith," we read,
" I believe that the beginning of all idolatry was the finding out and
invention of images, which were made to the great offence of the souls
of men, and are as snares and traps for the feet of the ignorant to make
them fall. Therefore they ought not to be honoured, served, worshipped, neither suffered in churches where Christian people do meet
together to hear the Word of God; but rather the same ought utterly
to be taken away and thrown down according to the Second Commandment, and that ought to be done by the magistrate. For the
wood of the gallows whereby justice is done is blessed of God; but the
image made by man's hand is accursed of the Lord, and so is he that
made it. Therefore we ought to be\vare of images above all things"
(" Later Writings of Bishop Hooper," p. 57, Park. Soc. edit.). Again,
" Christ and His Apostles used no images to instruct the people, and
we ought to follow them and the Word of God. The ill that hath
happened unto the people by the means of images is too plain and well
known; God by idolatry robbed of His glory, and the idolater disinherited of God's mercy, except he should repent in this life. An image
once brought into the church liveth a long time. Grant that at the
beginning there was a good preacher of the Church; the idol, the
longer it liveth the younger it waxeth. They flourished most a little
before their desolation in the reign of Henry VIII. At their setting
up, I suppose the preachers were more diligent and zealous of God's
glory than afterwards. But was not the original damnable, against
the Word of God, to give the people such a book to learn by that would
school them to the Devil? " (" Early Writings of Bishop Hooper," p.
40, Park. Soc. edit.).
JEWELL, who narrowly escaped the baptism of fire-Queen Mary's
mode of purifying the souls of heretics-was made Bishop of Salisbury,
A.D. 1560, by Elizabeth. On being named for this post, writing to a
friend, he said, "We require our bishops to be pastors, labourers, and
watchmen; and, that this may the more readily be brought to pass,
their wealth is now diminished and reduced to a reasonable amount,
to the end (being relieved from royal pomp and courtly bustle) they
may with greater care and diligence employ their leisure in attending
to the flock of Christ.". Jewell was perhaps the most learned of our

Th~

Gospel Mugazme.

561

Protestant Reformers, and left behind him works which are still of
great interest and value. He died at the-early age of fifty, exhausted
and worn out in the labours of his holy calling. He was most diligent
in visiting and preaching throughout his diocese. By his restless
labours and watchful cares he brought his feeble body so low that, as
he rode to preach at Laycock, in Wiltshire-his last sermon, as it
proved-a friend advised him to return home lest his life should be
sacrificed, saying, "Better that the people should lose one sermon
than that we should be deprived of such a preacher." The Bishop
replied, "It becometh best a bishop to die preaching in the pulpit."
The Bishop wrote an elaborate answer to a Papist who argued in
favour of images being in churches, and, after showing how many
abuses had arisen from such use of them, concluded by saying, "The
best remedy in this behalf, and most agreeable with God's Word, is
utterly to abolish the cause of the ill. . . . God doth not anywhere
condemn image-breakers, but expressly and everywhere He condemneth image-worshippers and image-makers. They are snares ro
catch the ignorant (Wisdom of Solomon xiv. 11). God knoweth the
inclination of the heart of man, and therefore He saith, ' Accursed be
he that leadeth the blind out of his way' (Deut. xxviii.), and' Accursed
be he that layeth a stumblingblock to overthrow the blind' (Lev. xix.) "
(" Second Portion of Works of Bishop Jewell," 668, Park. Soc. edit.).
This good Bishop was very earnest against the use of a cross. Wciting
to Peter Martyr, he said, "That little silver cross, of ill-omened origin
(male nata, male auspicata), still retains its place in the Queen's Chapel.
Alas! this thing will soon be drawn into a precedent. We have all
diligently exerted ourselves that it should be removed." In another
letter to the same friend, he writes, "This controversy about the
crucifix is now at its height. You would scarcely believe to what a
degree of insanity some persons, who once had a show of common
sense, have been carried upon so foolish a subject. A disputation on
this subject is to take place to-morrow; I smile when I think with
what grave and solid reasons they will defend their little cross. It
may be I shall not write to you again as a bishop: for matters are
come to that pass that either the crosses of silver and tin, which we hav~
everywhere broken in pieces, must be restored or our bishoprics relinquished."
•
PILKINGTON was consecrated Bishop of Durham (the first Protestant
bishop of that see) in the year 1560; on the 8th June, 1561, he preached
a memorable sermon at St. Paul's Cross, on the destruction of St. Paul's
Cathedral by lightning. He showed in eloquent words how the
destroyed edifice had been polluted in every part by the usages of the
Papists. "Their images hanged on every wall, pillar, and door; I
will not stand to rehearse them, because they cannot be unknown to all
. that have seen London. . . . The Popish clergy began and maintained
these things, and godless worldlings defend them; while the poor
Protestant laments and would amend them. Within and without,
from the ·top of the steeple down to the low floor, not one spot was free
36
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from wickedness. So that we should praise God for His mercy in
sparing the building so long, and should now tremble at His fearful
judgment in justly revenging such filthiness. God, for His mercy's
sake, grant it may now be amended" (" Works of Bishop Pilkington,"
(pp. 540-541, Park. Soc. edit)

THE PROTESTANT OUTLOOK IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE
AND OF PRESENT FACTS.*
IN considering the prospects of Protestantism, let us look first at the
encouraging facts. Four hundred years ago the Protestant movement
begun by Wyckliff and other pre-Reformation Reformers, was so
completely crushed by Papal persecution as to be utterly silenced,
and unable to make the slightest open resistance to the domination of
Rome. To-day there exists a group of free Protestant nations whose
population is estimated at 137 to 150 million,s. Of this vast number,
Germany contains 31 millions, the three Scandinavian countries 9,
millions, Great Eritain 33 millions, and the United States 56 millions
of Protestants. Two-thirds of all the Protestants in the world belong
to the Anglo-Saxon race, 'or il' round numbers 100 millions. And ,the
Anglo-Saxon race is the most rapidly increasing and progressing in
the world. The contrast between the increase of Roman Catholic
and Protestant nations is remarkable. Take, for example, the growth
of Roman 'Catholic France and Austria during the last 200 years, as
compared with that of Protestant England and Prussia. In 1700,
France and Austria together had a population of 31 millions, while
Great Britain and Pru~sia together had only 10 millions_ In 1789
the two former had 44 millions, and the two latter 17 millions. In
1880 France and Austria had 74 millions, while Great Britain and the
German Empire had 79 millions, eight hundred thousand, or nearly
80 millions. Thus, \vhereas the two leading Catholic powers exceeded
the two leading Protestant powers 200 years ago by 21 millions, in
1880 the balance was reversed:, and the two chief Protestant powers in
Europe exceeded the two Roman Catholic by 5 or 6 millions., But
this view is defective, as omitting America and the Colonies, in which
emigration has enormously extended Protestant numbers and influence.
As an illustration of the contrast in .commercial prosperity between
Protestant and Roman Catholic powers, the number and tonnage of
vessels belonging to each is remarkable. Roman Catholic powers own
5,8ooships, Protestant powers own 26,600; the tonnage of the former
is 3 millions of tons; that of the latter 17 millions. The vessels owned
by Protestant powers are not only vastly more numerous, and of much
greater tonnage, but of better materials, and of greater speed, as having
'I> This remarkable speech
was delivered by the Rey, Dr. H. Grattan
Guinness, at the National Protestant Congress, held in Edinburgh ill 1894.
It merits preservation in our Protes~nt pages.
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more steamers and ships of iron and steel, in contrast with mere sailing
ships and wooden vessels.
,
.
But material ,growth and increase in numbers are only secondary
in importance. The spiritual life of Protestantism is evinced by its
aggressive zeal, and the fact that in the last 100 years more than 100
Protestant missionary societies have sprung into existence, whose
operations have spread into all parts of the world, is without parallel
in history. Taken as a whole, the Protestant Reformation is one of
the greatest revolutions which has ever been accomplished in human
affairs, and no movement since Apostolic times can compare with it in
importance. How noble the Apocalyptic symbol of the Reformation,
that sudden descent of the mighty, cloud·clothed, rainbow·crowned
angel, whose face is as the SUll, whose feet are as pillars of fire, whose
voice is as the roar of a lion, and in whose, hand is held a little book
open, the volume of the Word of God-the angel of the Covenant who
commissioned the Apocalyptic seer as representing Christ's faithful
but long·silenced ministry to "prophesy again before many people, and
llations, and tongues, and kings!" How touching the prophecy of the
sackcloth·clothed witnesses to the truth of the Gospel, slain by their
persecutors, but raised again from the dead in their successors by the
power of God, and exalted in the presence of their enemies! And how
solemn and terrible the predictions of the judgments on Rome, as the
centre and representative of apostate Christendom, the burning of
Great Babylon, amid the thunderings of heaven's halleluiahs! Already
these prophecies of Rome's overthrow have begrm to be fulfilled. Look
at the French Revolution, and the still more modern revolutions in
Spain and Italy, and the fall of the Papal temporal power in 1870!
God is faithful, and is fulfilling His word before our eyes, and this at the
very time, long since foretold in the chronological predictions of the
prophets.
But there is another aspect in which, to do it jnstice, we must view
our subject. There are discouraging facts as well as encouraging.
The picture has its shadows as well as its lights. If the law of growth
is illustrated in the historY of Protestantism, so also is the law of
degeneration. The movement of the great tide of God's kingdom
destined to cover the earth with a sea of glory is not that of a steady
and uniform advance. The tidal wave rolls in only to retire again.
The motion is zigzag, first forward, then backward, and then forward
again, time after time. Every wave gains on the preceding, but every
Every past dispensation has
advance is followed by a retreat.
terminated in failure, and been replaced in the providence of God by
a better age. It was thus in patriarchal and Jewish times. The
patriarchal dispensation ended in failure, and was succeeded by the.
much higher Jewish dispensation; then the Jewish was marred by
apostacy, which culminated in the crucifixion of Christ. Swept away
by the judgments of God, the Jewish dispensation has since been
succeeded by the far loftier Christian dispensation. And now the
Christian dispensation in its turn has been disgraced and darkened by
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a profound apostasy, which has been followed by a partial reformation.
Have we any ground to expect that this reformation will become
complete ~ ,Does Scripture warrant the view that this dispensation
will not, like the previous dispensations, eud in failure, and be succeeded
by another and a higher stage in the development of the kingdom of
God ~ In stndyiug the analogy of dispensations, we cannot but be
impressed with the correspoudence between Jewish and Christian
history. Jewish history began, just as Christian history did, with a
great redeeming act of God, by which He called and separated a people
from the world to be in a special sense His own, saving them by th"
hand of a mediator, and overthrowing a proud, persecuting heathen
power by which they had been oppressed and enthralled. The analogy
between the overthrow of pagan, persecuting Egypt, and that of pagan,
persecuting Rome, is evident. The redemption of the Jews from
Egypt was followed by a grievous apostacy of the redeemed people,
which led finally to the Babylonish captivity. This was succeeded
by the restoration of a remnant of the people, who after rebuilding
the temple and city, apostatized again, rejected and crucified Christ,
and drew down On themselves the fearful judgments so clearly foreseen
and sorrowfully foretold by the Redeemer. In striking analogy with
all this there has taken place in the history of the Christian Church
a widespread apostasy culminating in what might be called her
Babylonish captivity-her captivity during the long medireval period
of her history in the anti-typical Babylon-" Babylon the Great"followed by the return of a reformed remnant from that Babylon in
obedience to the Apocalyptic command, " Come out of her, My people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues"; in other words, by the Protestant Reformation of the
sixteenth century. The history of the Reformed Church has been
strikingly analogous to that of the restored Jewish remnant brought
back from Babylon. Just as Sanballat, and Tobiah the Ammonite,
mocked the Jewish restoration movement in the days of Nehemiah,
so the Christian Reformation of the sixteenth century was scorned
and derided by its enemies; and as Antiochus Epiphanes, later on in
the time of the Maccabbees, made a desperate effort utterly to annihilate
the reformed religion and ,people, so in our own days Rome deluged
Europe with bloodshed in the attempt to destroy the Reformed Church,
root and branch. From the wars and persecutions of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, God delivered the Protestant Church, just
as He delivered restored J udah in the days of the Maccabbees. But
as the descendants of the reformed Jews subsequently apostatized
and became the persecutors of God's witnesses in later days, and,
represented by the Jewish Sanhedrim, even sat in judgment on Christ
and condemned Him, so the descendants of our own Protestant
Reformed Churches of the sixteenth century have now to a large extent
'become indifferent or hostile to the principles of the Reformation.
The salt has lost its savour. Divided into jarring sects, like the
Pharisees and Sadducees of the closing days of J udaism, the Protestant
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C,'hurch presents an unedifying spectacle to the world, and provokes
the scornful unbelief she vainly seeks to silence. Talk about the
Pharisees and Sadducees of Jewish times, are they not only too well
represented and accurately reproduced by'the Ritualists and Rational·
ists of our own days, the one party presumptuously adding to the Word
of God their vain superstitions, and the other daringly taking from it
in their unbeliefl And what shall the end of these things be 1 Shall
it be as the end which befell apostate Jerusalem in the days of Titus 1
Analogy answers in the affirmative. But analogy may deceive. It
can only in this case indicate a probability.
What, then, says the sure word of Prophecy 1 In the 24th and 25th
of Matthew, our Lord gave an outline of the entire course of this
dispensation. His prophetic discourse delivered on the Mount of
Olives in the closing week of His earthly life, is also recorded in the
13th of Mark and 21st of Luke. What events did our Lord foretell 1
Wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, the rising of false prophets,
the persecution of the faithful, the abounding of iniquity, the love of
many waxing cold, the publication of the Gospel as a witness to all
nations, the great tribulation, and then the coming of the Son of Man
in judgment, like the coming of the flood in the days of Noah on a world
all unprepared, at the sonnding of the midnight cry, waking the
slumbering virgins, wise and foolish, summoning the faithful and
faithless servants to render an account of their stewardship, and
separating the tighteous from the unrighteous, as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. We may not, we dare not, add to this
Divinely·given prophetic programme of the present dispensation any
other or contrasted features. How well it corresponds with the actual
course of events in the history of Christendom all can see. . And with
this programme agrees that given in the prophetic writings of the
apostles. Paul plainly foretells what should be the character of the
" latter times," and of the" last days," and the picture is anything
but millennia!. The Mystery of Iniquity theu already working in his
day was to produce a falling away from the faith out of which the
"Man of Sin" was to arise and seat himself in the temple, or sanctuary
of God's professing Church, claiming and receiving Divine honours.
His coming was to precede the coming of Christ, and he was to perish
only at Christ's ·appearing. " Whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His
coming." And in similar predictions the Apostles Jude, John, and
Peter warn the Church of the apostasy of the last days; while the
Apocalypse, the gift of the ascended Saviour, sketches in its solemn
and mysterious symbols the troubled course of Christian history,
setting forth in its seals, its trumpets, and its vials, a series of judgments
on Rome, Western and Eastern, Pagan and Papal, issuing in the
treading of the winepress of the wrath of God, prior to the millennial
reign of the all·conquering Christ with His risen saints. The teachings
of prophecy, then, are in perfect harmony with those of analogy-the
analogy of dispensations-as to the course and close of the present
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dispensation. Prophecy excludes the millennial era from the period
which precedes the pouring out of the seven vials of God's wrath on
'apostate, Christendom. Have those vials been poured out 1 If not,
they must be before can come the day in which the earth shall be filled
with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the ,sea. But
what if those vials are being poured out now 1 What if the judgments
on' the Papacy in and since the French Revolution fulfil in part those
predicted woes 1 We believe, they do, and that the end of Rome is
near at hand. Her end shall come with a' sudden rush, as that of a
millstone flung into the abyss by the hand of a mighty angel-" thus
with violence shall that great city, Babylon, be thrown down, and shall
be found no more at all."
Our inquiry, then, as to the prospects of Protestantism resolves
itself into the larger inquiry as to 'the prospects of the dispensation.
The Protestant movement is part of the larger movement of the
Christian age. But Protestantism has a special place in the revealed
programme. It is plainly typified by the return of the Jews frotU
Babylon, .and plainly predicted by the prophecies representing a
separation from Rome of God's witnessing people previous to Rome's
destruction. But the very history which typified the Refonnation
movement foreshadows a new apostasy of the people restored from
'Babylon. What was the condition of restored Judah in the days of
the prophet Malachi 1 How stern his denunciations of the corruptions
of priests and people! And look at the state of Judah in subsequent
New Testament times. In what state did Christ find Jerusalem when
He came to it 1 ,Had not its restored temple become a "house of
merchapdise," and a " den of thieves" 1 And what is the moral and
spiritual st,ate to-day of the peoples who' separated three centuries
ago from Rome 1 Look at Germany, the cradle and home of the
Reformation, the focus to-day of Rationalism! Look at the Reformed
Churches of France and Switzerland, how have they been darkened
and distracted by the cloud of neology and scepticism, a cloud too
evidently and rapidly rolling up now in our English and Scottish sky.
The rejection of the supernatural is becoming a feature of these days.
And look at the Romeward movement in our midst, solemn sign of
the times. What a graphic and startling account of the progress of
this Romeward movement was given by Cardinal Vaughan in his recent
inaugural address on the reunion of Christendom! Contrasting the
established Protestant Churches of sixty or seventy years ago with
, those of to-day, he says: "The doctrines of the Catholic Church, which
had been rejected and condemned as blasphemous, superstitious aud
fond inventions, have been recexamined and taken back, one by one,
until the Thirty-nine Articles have been banished and buried as a rule
of faith. The 'real presence, the sacrifice of the mass, offered for the
living and the dead-sometimes even in Latin-not unfrequent
reseryation of the Sacrament, regular auricular confession, extreme
unction, purgatory, prayers for the dead, deyotions to our Lady, to
her immaculate conception, the use of her rosary, and the invocation
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of saints, are doctrines taughtr and accepted with a growing desire
and relish for them in the Church of England. A celebate clergy, the
institution of monks and ·nuns under vows, retreats for the clergy,
missions for the people, fasting and other func.tional exercises, candles,
lamps, incense, crucifixes, images of the blessed Virgin, and the saints
held in honour, stations of the cross, cassocks, cottas, Roman collars,
birettas, copes, dalmatics, vestmenta, mitres, croziers, the adoption of
our ornate Catholic ritual, alid now recently an elaborate display of
the whole ceremonial of the Catholic Pontifical, all this speaks of a
change and movement towards the Church that would have appeared
absolutely incredible at the beginning of this century." And what
is to be the outcome of this movement 1 . No less an authority than
Archdeacon Farrar tells us that" in twenty years, if things are suffered
to go on at the present rate, if the cause of the Reformation is on every
side abandoned and betrayed, the Cburch of England will be Romish
in everything but name." Romanism in the Church of England will
then be the established religion of the land! A serious prospect truly;
but is the Romanised Church of England likely to remain the established
Church 1 Doubtless its days are numbered. "Disestablishment,"
says Archdeacon Farrar, "will be one of the first consequences of the
triumph of Ritualism; and immediately after disestablishment will
come the necessity for and the certainty of a new Reformation to
re-establish the truths which Ritualism endeavours to overthrow."
And in the break up of that fast approaching period what will become
of the Romanized Churches then set free to follow their own bent 1
In all probability they will join in some form the Church of Rome,
carrying with them a large and influential section of the community.
Already they express their ardent desire for communion with Rome,
and when the opportunity occurs that desire will produce its natural
.result. But shall that end the matter 1 Shall no judgments fall on a
country which shall then have so largely abandoned the principles
of the Reformation, and restored those of the apostate Church of Rome 1
Shall no judgments fall on this modern, corrupt Jerusalem of ours,
teeming with superstitious Pharisees, and sceptical Sadducees, who
crucify afresh the Lord of Glory, and put Him to an open shame 1
Did God judge the Jews for crucifying Christ, and shall He uot judge
the modern apostate Church for crucifying Him afresh 1 "The earth
-which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth
herbs, meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from
God; but that which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is
nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned." Rome is irreformable,
and her doom is clearly revealed. If the National Church of England
returns to Rome, she will share to the extent to which she does so the
guilt of Rome, and become a partaker of the judgmenta in store for her.
The Protestant outlook, then, is a troubled and yet a glorious one.
Beyond the boundary of these present days we see the glorious prospect
of the Universal Kingdom of God, but in the near foreground the dark
clouds of judgment hang over an Apostate Church, which even in its
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reformed section has to a large extent abandoned the pure faith of
Apostolic times. But while Romanism, Ritualism, and Rationalism
are spreading on every side, there is a noble body still of faithful
Christian people, standing firmly on the old foundations. The Lamb
has still His army. "They that are withHim are called, and chosen,
and faithful."
How well is the faithful section of the Martyr Church of the Reforma·
tion represented by the Church in Philadelphia, and how appropriate
to some Protestant Christians of modern times is the message of Christ
to that Church.
Hear the words: "I know thy works: behold, I have set before
thee ari open door, and I!0 man can shut it: for thou hast a little
strength, and hast kept My word, and hast not denied My name.
Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they
are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come
and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.
Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to
try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I come quickly: hold
that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown."
And, on the other hand, how evidently suited to the unfaithful
retrograde section of the Church of these days is the message of Christ
to the Church of Laodicea-the last of the letters to the seven Churches.
Hear the words,-" I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of Me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore,
and repent. Behold I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear
My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with Me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit
with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with
My Father in His throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches."
We have no need to add to that message; we dare not diminish it.
Let the message stand as spoken by the Lord of Glory in all its own
strength, and sacredness, and solemnity. To lukewarm Laodicea,
the rich but wretched Church of the last apostasy, Repent or perish;
to faithful Philadelphia, " Behold, I come quickly: hold that last which
thou hast, that no man take thy crown."

IF there be no, enemy, no fight; if no fight, no victory; if no victory,
no crown.-Savonarola.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
A PAMPHLET in exposure of the religious craze known as "Christian
Science," and in particular of the American prophetess of the cultMrs. Eddy-has just appeared from the pen of Baron Alfred Porcelli.
It is a reprint from The Vanguard, and may be had at the office of that
magazine (A. Marshall, Morris Road, Farnborough, Hants, price threepence). The rapid spread of the delusive pretensions made by some
of the advocates of Mrs. Eddy's pseudo-supernatural system are trenchantly discussed in this lYrochure, and deserve thoughtful study.
" Perilous," indeed, are the times in which we are living.--A valuable
addition has been made to the literature of the current conflict with
the Romanizing Movement in the English Church by the publication
of a book (132 pages), entitled, "Quousque ?-Whereunto are We
Drifting?" Edited by the Rev. Canon Christopher, of Oxford, and
Mr. J. C. Sharpe. It consists of an extensive collection of extracts
from the public ntterances of Bishops, Clergy, and others made during
the past forty years on the subject of the reactionary-Romewardtrend of events in the national Church. Many of these utterances are
of a distinctly predictive character, and have been abundantly verified
by events which have transpired in recent years. Wise counsels and
solemn warnings abound ·throughout the volume, and we cordially
commend it to the attention of our readers. The publication may be
had (price one shilling net) from James Parker & Co., Oxford; or
Simpkin, Marshall & Co., London.--We have received a copy of the
Highland Clarion from the far-away Hebrides, containing an earnest
letter signed Kenneth Matheson (Strond, Obbe, Harris), and citing
various instances in which Sabbath desecration i8 publicly practised
in the Islands. These evils lie heavily upon the heart of our COrrespondent, and he expresses himself accordingly. We wish him the
blessing of God on his faithful protest.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Annual Social Meeting of the inmates of our three London Homes
took place in July at the Hornsey Rise Asylum, when upwards of 150
aged pilgrims and their friends assembled. Lunch was provided for
those from a distance, ap.d in the afternoon all sat down to a tea in
the Hall given by the Lady Visitors. The weather was beautiful and
the grounds were looking their best, the roses adding an especial charllf .
to the environment. Little groups of pensioners, conversing upon the
things of God, sat in shady nooks and in the rooms of some whose
infirmities prevented them getting out. Altogether it was a gathering
of a unique character, and furnished a deeply-interesting object-lesson
upon the Society's work. After tea a brief meeting was held in the
chapel, presided over by Mr. A. Hayles, Joint Treasurer. Addresses
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were given by the Rev. W. Sinden and Messrs. Boulden, Bumstead,
John Philcox, and the Secretary. We are quite sure that a visit to ,this
beautifulllome, or to any of the other Asylums, would well repay our
friends, and would cheer the dear aged ones who dwell in these homes
'
.
of rest.
The current Quarterly Record contains an excellent portr~it, with
biographical sketch, of the late Rev. A. J. Baxter, of Eastbourne;
there are also other articles and illustrations, bearing upon the work
of the Institution. Copies will be sent, post free, upon application,
tQgether with the new annual report, which gives a full account of the
operations ~f the Society, during the past twelve months.
On Thursday, September 3rd, a Public Meeting will be held at
5.15 p.m. in the Round Gardens, Walton-on-Naze. Mr. S. Combridge,
of Brighton, will preside, a'nd addresses will be given by the Revs. D. L.
Johnson, M.A., J. Silvester, M.A., T. H. Cook, and the Secretary.
The attendance of visitors and local friends is cordially invited.
,
The Committee are making a special effort to incr~ase the n,!-mber
of Annnal Subscribers of 78., lOs. and 14s., and the Lord's people who
do not at present regularly contribute to the funds of this Godhonoured Society are invited to do so, and thus strengthen the hands
of the Committee in maintaining the Institution upon the clear
Scriptural basis ou which it rests in this day of uncertainty and
defection.
Parts of two letters, written by the late Mr. John Box, who passed
away in 1862, and to, whose generosity the erection of the Hornsey Rise
Asylum is due, will prove interesting in showing what manner of men the
,
early, benefactors 'rere :"January 2nd, 1857. Than!cs for your constant and unwearied
interest in the poor and aged of the one family both in heaven and
earth, of which Jesus is the Head, and who are destined to dwell in
His presence, and that for ever, and all secured in a well-ordered Covenant.
It is one of our chief mercies that there is no uncertainty attached to
our spiritual blessings here, nor to the full possession and realisation
of them hereafter, when the whole shall meet around the Throne above.
If the poor man of whom you speak is indeed one of the living family,
coming within the rules of the Society, he will be relieved."
" May 27th, 1862. Gratitude to Him who is faithfulness itself. He
Who is the' only wise God' well knows what poor, helpless, doubting
things we should be; therefore, in His'infinite wisdom and boundless
mercy, went beforehand in the Counsels of Peace and made suited
provision for us poor dependent creatures, and in the Covenant of His
grace secured to us those many' Fear nots,' and Who, at the appointed
time and under the very circumstances that we need them, comes and
applies His own Word with His own almighty power; thim afflictions
become light and the promises sweet."
IT is in times of affliction we commonly meet with the sweetest
experience of the love of God.-Bunyan.
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. (!iorrefjponlJenre.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the "Gospel Magazine."
DEAR SIR,-Many tha,nks for your cheering words on the cover
of this month's magazine. The following letters will show how much
books and magazines are needed amongst milors. They are a most
interesting class of men, and I shall be glad to enlist the sympathy
of more friends on their behalf.
From a MiSEionary to Sailors: "The box of books and your letter
to hand. I hardly know how to thank you sufficiently. The
literature is of the most suitable description, and will be of immense
value to the sailors. I was greatly needing same, so my gratitude to
you is all the deepe. Please, therefore, accept my mOEt hearty
thanks."
From a Chaplain: "Many grateful thanks for the splendid box of
literature you so kindly sent for the sailors. We were getting very
short, so that your contributions were most welcome. Thank you
so much for your good wishes."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDE·R.
16, Stirling Road,
/
Bath Road, Bristol,
August, 1908.

========

" AND he dreamed, and, behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the
top reached to heaven: and, behold, the angels of God ascending and
descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above... And he called
the name of that place Bethel: bnt the name of that city was called Lnz
at the first" (Gen. xxviii. 12, 13, 19). Sin made this worlil a Luz, or
" place of separation" from God; but grace can make a Bethel, or
"house of God," anywhere. What Jacob saw in vision is always the
reality in the believer's pilgrimage. There is in every incident of the
journey, and in every step of the way home, "a ladder" between the
believer and heaven; and, whether it be the ladder of Providence or
Grace, it is always the ladder of love, and the same Lord stands above
it, as in Jacob's Vision-even the Lord Jesus Himself, now the real
Man, then only appearing as a man, even the same as appeared to
Abraham on the plains of Mamre, and the same, ages afterwards,
Whom Stephen saw" standing on the right hand of God." The earthly
end of this ladder is wherever the believer may be; at the heaverlly
end is Jesus, ever sending down Covenant bles~ings. Oh, to walk in
the power of this heavenly association, and everywhere and in every
thing to realize the " ladder" of love and grace, with the Lord Jesus
standing above it. Blessed be His Name for the angels He sends as
rilinistering servants; but infinitely blessed be His Name in that He
Himself always stands above, watching and working with changeless
10ve.-MooT's Counsels and Thoughts.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE decehnial Lambeth Conference, attended by two hundred and
forty-three English Bishops, concluded its proceedings early last month,
and a Circular Letter, signed by the President-the Archbishop of
Canterbury-summarising the conclusions arrived at, together with
upwards of seventy resolutions, were promptly issued. These were
followed by the publication of the Reports submitted to the Conference
by the Committees to whom the consideration of the special subjectg
selected for examination were entrusted. Although the decisions
arrived at by the Bishops were the result of extensive investigation
and prolonged discussion, they possess no binding authority on the,
Clergy and Laity of the English Church at home and abroad. ,This is
so far satisfactory, for our present-day Episcopate does not inspire
confidence. The drift of many of the Lambeth resolutions was
decidedly in the direction of increasing the administrative powers of
the Bishops, whereas those they already possess are but rarely exercised
for the suppression of false teaching and Romish practices. It can
only be hoped that some other means than those to which Evangelical
members of the Established Church have a Constitutiona.l right to look
fer the healing of their religious grievances will be found in the good
providence of God, or the gravest results must ensue in course of time.
The serious departure from the truth of the Gospel on the part of a
large body of the Clergy, and the wide prevalence of idolatrous practices
in the Anglican Churches fa:iled altogether to call forth any protest
from the assembled Bishops--an incident of solemn moment when the
eternal intcrests of immortal souls and the glory of God are taken into
account.
The sudden death last month of the venerable Canon Woodward,
of Liverpool-an honoured and faithful minist€r of the Word, and a
veteran witness for the holy principles of the Reformation-removes
one of the very few surviving Protestant champions contemporary
with Dr. McNiele and other Evangelical leaders in the Northern
Metropolis. The late Canon was an uncompromising advocate of
God's truth, an eloquent and powerful speaker on the Protestant
platform, and a wise counsellor in directing the interests of the
Reformed Faith in times of special peril. We entertained a warm
regard for this aged servant 0 . Christ. To his sorrowing and suffering
widow we tender sincere condolences.
The grant of a Constitution by the Sultan of Turkey-which it is to
be hoped will prove permanent-marks a distinct epoch in the history of
the Ottoman Empire, and is laden with vast potentialities. The
rejoicings at Jerusalem-by representatives of numerous nations and
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religions-when the Governor of the City officially announced the
event, were of the most exuberant character. It is stated that Abdul
Hamid has expressed himself in favour of granting the Jews in Palestine
important concessions. Interesting developments in the Zionist
movement may be looked for should tbe promises made by the Sultan
be realized. When we remember the cruel oppression a·nd sufferings
long endured by God's ancient people, the dawn of mercy and deliverance need be hailed by Jew and Gentile alike.
The Report of the Church Missionary Society has just been issued.
For the first time the statistical table offers a comparison of the current
figures with those of the two previous decades. Twenty years ago
there were only 294 mission stations, ten years ago there were 496,
this year there are 554. European clergy have increased in number
from 273 in 1887-8 and 393 in 1897-8 to 406 in 1907-8. Native clergy
now number 390, whereas ten years ago they were 340, and twenty
years ago 266. Communicants have increased from 47,531 twenty years
ago, to 97,489 in the present year. Ten years ago they were 64,411.
In connection with the approaching visit of a Papal Legate to this
country, and the report that he would be ceremoniously received by
the King, the Committee of the Protestant Alliance, at its last meeting,
decided to send the following Memorial to his Majesty's Minister for
Foreign Affairs (Sir Edward Grey, Bart., M.P.): "The Memorial of
the Council of the Protestant Alliance showeth, That your Memorialists
have heard with feelings of astonishment and regret that announcement
has been made in the public Press that His Majesty 'the King will
ceremoniously receive his Eminence Cardinal Vannutelli at Windsor
Castle upon his coming to England as the Legate (a latere) of the
Roman Pontiff at the International Eucharistic Congress, to be held
in August next.' (See Las N atwas, Barcelona, and The English Churchman, July 16th, 1908.) Your Memorialists respectfully call your
attention to the Act declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subjects
and settling the Succession of the Crown (1689, 1 W. and M., Sess. 2,
Cap. 2, Sect. 8 and 9), which states: 'And, whereas it has been found
by experience that it is inconsistent with the safety and welfare of this
Protestant Kingdom to be governed by a Popish Prince, or by any
King or Queen marrying a Papist, the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal
and Commons do further pray that it may be enacted that all and every
person and persons that is, are, or shall be reconciled to, or shall hold
communion with the See or Church of Rome, or shall profess the
Popish Religion, or shall marry a Papist shall be excluded, and be for
ever incapable to inherit, possess, or enjoy the Crown and Government
of this Realm and beland and the Dominions thereunto belonging, or
any part of the same, or to have, use, or exercise any Royal Power,
Authority, or Jurisdiction within the same; and in all and every such
case or cases the people of these Realms shall be and are hereby absolved
of their Allegiance, and the said Crown and Government shall from time
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to time descend to, and be enjoyed by, such person or persons, bcing

Protestants, as should inherit and enjoy the same in case the person or
persons so reconciled, holding Communion, or professing, or marrying
as aforesaid, wer~ naturally dead.' Your Memorialists respectfnlly
submit that the reception by his lIfajesty the King of the heretoforenamed representative of the Papacy would be a violation of the Protestant Constitution of the Kingdom established by the Bill of Rights
and Act of Settlement. Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray
that such steps may be taken as may seem meet to prevent any ceremonial reception by his Majesty the King, and so avoid the threatened
violation of the Protestant constitution of this country by the reception
of a Papal Legate in the person of his Eminence Cardinal Vannutelli
or any other person who may be appointed to act in such representative
capacity.-Signed on behalf of the Council, T. H. Sloan (Chairman),
H. Fowler (Secretary), Protestant Alliance, 430, Strand, London.
The following reply has been received to this Memorial: "The UnderSecretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to the
Secretary of the Protestant Alliance, and, by direction of the Secretary
of State, acknowledges the receipt of his letter of the 31st ultimo.
Foreign Office, August 8th, 1908."
The Bishop of Durham has made the following appeal to all Englishspeaking people. His Lordship says: "The Cowper and Newton
Museum at Olney, Bucks, has now been in existence eight years, and
we, the Trustees and other Members of the Committee formed for the
purpose of examining its needs, feel that the time has come to extend
its usefulness. At present the Institution has an income of only
eighteen pounds a year, and this is insufficient for its due maintenance.
The front of the Museum has recently been restored, but the two rooms
now used for exhibits are over-crowded, and we feel that the whole of
the house should be devoted to the public, who would then be admitted
to the' John Gilpin' room and other rooms now occupied by. the
Curator. For this purpose it will be necessary to form a small endowment; and it has been calculated that the sum of £2,200 is required.
We sincerely trust that the public will respond generously to this
appeal, and also that all who have relics of Cowper and Newton, or
other objects likely to add to the interest of the Museum, will I..-indly
present them."

THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST. A SERMON by the REV. D. MACFARLANE,
Minister .of the Free Presbyterian Church, Dingwall. (Wick:
. The Ensign Office).
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE has many subscribers and readers in the
Highlands of Scotland, and it is one of the spiritual pleasures of our
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Editorial work to know that the distinctive truths which our Publication
has maintained for the long period of upwards of 140 years are precious
to the souls of the worthy successors of the old Scottish Covenanters
and other historic witnesses for the full truth of the Gospel of the
Grace of God. It is our privilege, from time to time, to receive
epistolary assurance from Highland readers that dear Toplady's
MAGAZINE is a much-valued means of grace among the scattered people
of God in the extreme northern parts of our Island, and that Christ's
. Ministers share with their flocks in the enjoyment of the spiritual
pastures to be found in the monthly contributions of those who write
for our pages. To the Lord, the Spirit, the praise of this cheering
result of our labours is due, and is given. Sometimes there comes
to our hands a reciprocal testimony, in the shape of a Highland sermon
or pamphlet-sound in Evangelical doctrine and rich in experimental
teaching-confirming and encouraging us in our love of " the things
of God." Such incidents we take as tokens for good at our adorable
Master's hand, while we bless the unknown brethren who minister the
good cheer. One of the latest of such valued testimonies of fraternal
regard comes in a copy of the discourse announced at the head of this
review article. It hails· from Dingwall, a town in Ross·shire, proverbial
for its attachment to "the old paths" in matters of ·public w<!rship,
and for a long succession of faithful preachers of the whole counsel of
God-including the veteran Free Church pastor, the late Rev. Dr.
Kennedy. The open·air services, conducted with great solemnity on
the mountain sides in those parts, and attended by thousands of the
country people, have through long, long years afforded evidence of
the deep-rooted piety characterising the inhabitants of the sparsely
populated district. It would have afforded us special pleasure to
reproduce the sermon, " The Exaltation of Christ," in extenso, but that
is not practicable; therefore we must ask our readers to accept a brief
sketch only, and then, if they approve, to obtain copies of the entire
sermon. The discourse is based on Philippians ii. 9-11. The preacher
appears to have divided his matter into two sections, the former comprising a discourse at morning, and the latter one at evening, service.
He treats his subject under three heads: (a) The Exaltation of Christ;
(b) The Purpose for which He is Exalted; and (c) The Exaltation of
Christ shall be " to the glory of God the Father." There is a solidity,
gravity, and dignity about the preacher's method of handling his great
subject which reminds One of the style of the old Puritans, and as being
quite out of touch with that of our modern, popular, and superficial
pulpit orators. We give a few extracts from the Highland sermon :" Christ's exaltation was the rew8-rd of His humiliation: that is,' He humbled
Himself, and IMTejore God exalted Him. There are some who hold that Christ
was not exalted as a reward of His obedience, but only for the benefit of His people.
It is true He. was exalted as the Surety of His people for their benefit. but I think
it is true also that His exaltation was in reward of His humiliation. We have
already mentioned that Christ was exalted as the Head of His mystical body, and
herein lies their safety in going through the wilderness of this world, in every time
of difficulty, of trial, of tribulation: for they are told, • In this world ye shall have
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tribulation,' or affi.iction; but in view of His exaltation, He adds. (Be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world.' How is it the Church of God survives so many
fiery trials and waters of affliction? How is it that she lives at all, that she perseveres to the end? It is because the Head is exalted. Perhaps you may have
seen a man fall into the sea" and you were afraid he would be drowned; but
observing that he was able to keep his head above the water, you were relieved of
tha.t fear. It is true of n, man able to swim-that he shall never be drowned so
long 8S he can keep his head above the water. And making use of this as an
illustration of the point in hand, herein, as I said, lies the safety of the Church
in all times of trouble and affiiction, that though they sink into deep waters, yet
the Head is exalted above the waters. So long as you see the Head exalted-and
especially so highly exalted-above the waters, you need not be afraid that the
Church-His mystical body-shall perish. In the deepest waters in which they
ma.y be, they can hear the voice of the Head above, saying, ' Because I live, ye
shall live also.' Just as in the case of a man who might faU into the water, if his
body con!d speak. it won!d cry, ' I fear I sball perish,' bnt the head would answer,
, There is no ground for such fear: because I am above the water you shall never
be drowned.' This is the comfort of God's people; for He sa.ys, 'When thou
passest through the waters, I will be wit·h thee: and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned,
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee,' ..

Again;
", 'Yha made thee to differ? I the apoBtle asks. 'Vhat hast thou that thou hast
not received? and if thou receivedst it, why dost thou boast? "Yha made thee t.o
differ? . 'Vho hath made thee, who art taken out of a. state of nature, to differ
from thy neighbour, who is still in a atate of sin and misery? If God's people
thought of this. there would be no room for boasting. Boasting would be cast out.
not by the law of works, but by the law of faith. 'He that glories, let him glory
in the Lord.' If angels stood, let them glory in God; if some sinners are sa ved,
while others perisl~ let them glory in the Lord. Ah! if we thought of this. my
friends, we would b'd far from being high. minded ; we would lie low in the dust
at the footstool of God's sovereignty. We would be thankful to be allowed to cry,
like another, ' God be merciful to me a sinner.' Ah! if poor sinners thought of
this. they would not think so much of their own goodness and good works. They
would seek, like Paul, • to be found in Christ, not having their own righteousness,
which is of the law' (though Pan! did more good works than any in our day).
We believe that all who are savingly taught of God are of this mind; that they will
flee from their own righteousness, from their own good. works, to Christ and to His
good work which He finished upon the Cr08S. That is the only good work that
will stand us."

Once more:
"We now come t-o the glory of His justice. He shall have this from' things
on earth,' that is, from men who die in an unconverted state. You may lose yonr
soul, but God will not lose the glory that is His in connection with you as a reason·
able creature whom He created. Your punishment shall be to the glory of God'B
justice. There are some who deny the doctrine of eternal punishment. From
whom did they learn this? Who was the first to advance the heresy of uo future
punishment? It was Satan. Satan came to the woman and said, 'Surely ye
shall not die.' Read for yourself in the third chapter of Genesis how the father of
lies first brought forward this lie, and it is in the school of Satan that ttis doctrine
is learned. Ask any who hold this belief who their professor was. and. if they
answer truthfully, they must say it was the devil. He has many students in every
age, and in our generation many so-called ministers of the gospel and professors in
colleges have had their education in the school of Satan. And if the devil began
first tlo teach, when man was in a state of innocency, and prevailed in making man
believe this lie, how much more easily can he tench it to man in a state of sin and
misery, and beguile his posterity to believe it ? "

