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COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, tha.t we may be able to comfort them which are in a.n¥
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOO."-2 OaR.. i. ...

EARTHEN VESSELS.
" But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power rnay be of God, and not of us."-2 COR. iv. 7.

No doubt, this inspired passage, penned by the great ApOSTLE of
the GENTILES, primarily, but not exclusively, refers to Ministers
of the Gospel of the Grace of GOD. All believers in CHRIST, however,
are His witnesses. "As every man hath received the gift, even
so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of GOD" (1 Pet. iv. 10). His grace is manifold, His gifts are
various and numerous. He divides them severally among His
servants and stewards as He will. And often He endows with
special spiritual qualifications the least promising of human agents.
This He does to demonstrate that their sufficiency is not of themselves. His choice falls on "foolish things," "weak things,"
"base things," "despised things," and "things which are not"
(1 Cor. i. 27, 28). He places His treasure-His Truth-in vessels
of earth, not of the world's gold and silver. His blessed Word,
however, loses nothing of its preciousness or power by association with mean and unsightly instruments. It is here that the
devotees of carnal religion betray their ignorance of experimental
and vital religion. They think that GOD is honoured and pleased
when the externals of worship are costly, ornate, and such as the
33
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natural mind delights in. They confound temples made with
human hands with that spiritual house of the new heart which it
pleases the MOST HIGH to make His dwelling-place-the humble,
contrite heart of the true believer. The Temple at Jerusalem was
indeed built of "goodly stones"; it called forth the highest
admiration of man; and the worship conducted within its walls
was resplendent with external show; yet in the sight of Him Who
seeth not as man seeth, it was nothing better than "a den of
thieves"! In vain did formalist Priests and Levites, Pharisees
and Sadducees present to a heart-searching GOD their punctilious
services. "Bring no more vain oblations," was the Divine answer.
The justified, accepted worshipper was some poor, penitent, sel£-condemned Publican, who dared not so much as to lift his eyes
-towards heaven, and whose sole worship was a feeling cry for mercy
-" God be merciful "-propitious-" to me the sinner," The
·treasure of JEHOVAH'S grace in the vilest vessel of clay cannot be
md. It will manifest itself, true to its own nature, and will speak
in its own peculiar tongue-the language of the heavenly Canaan,
"the only language current at the Court of the KING of kings. The
HOLY SPIRIT is the sole teacher of that language. SATAN may
indeed simulate it in the lips of his religious followers, but neither
is QOD, nor His little ones, deceived thereby. The cry for mercy
ill befits the lips of the hypocrite, the formalist, and the graceless
religionist. "Earthen vessels" who know and mourn their
creature -vileness-the plague of their own hearts-are the only
characters welcomed as worshippers at the Mercy-seat within the
veil. "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven" (Matt. v. 3).
When we consider how unspeakably precious to GOD is His free
and sovereign grace, it is marvellous that He should place it in
vessels of the basest order, and not in those more honourable.
And yet it is in the sphere of moral undeservedness that grace
finds its fittest opportunity. Grace, with Truth, came into a
fallen world by JESUS CHRIST, and He came to seek and to save
that which was lost. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that CHRIST JESUS came into the world to save
sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15). Grace is perfected in chief sinners. No
more suitable depository can be found for the saving grace of our
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GOD than the heart of one who sincerely owns himself to be helldeserving and meriting the holy wrath of the ALMIGHTY. It is
the unmerited quality of this favour of GOD which powerfully
attracts the faith of conscious sinners and ministers courage in
their souls to come to the Throne of Grace to obtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.
" The riches of Thy matchless grace,
Displayed in my REDEEMER'S face,
Attract my wondering mind;
Here wisdom, love, and mercy:meet,
In all their various rays complete,
With truth and justice joined."
" The excellency of the power" of GOD'S grace in the souls of sinful
men is the marvel of angels in heavenly places. They earnestly
desire to "look into" its operations and results, and for ever will
continue to do so. As the Scripture has said-" To the intent
that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places
might be known, by [through] the Church, the manifold wisdom of
GOD, according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in
CHRIST JEsus our LORD" (Ephes. iii. 10, 11). The eyes of the
LORD, too, are always upon His" treasure." He watches over
with jealous care the unsearchable riches of His grace in the frail
vessels of clay, and none can harm it there. " Lest any hurt it"
He keeps it night and day.
"The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet.
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
THE EDITOR.
IF there were no Trinity there could be no Atonement. For first
there must be some infinitely great Being to whom the Atonement
must be made; and this is God the Father. Next, there must be some
infinite Being to make the Atonement, for no mere man can atone for
another; and this is God the Son. And, next, there must be some
infinite Being to make known to those whose sins were atoned for that
their sins are blotted out; and this is God the Holy Ghost.-Anon.
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MY GARDEN-HIS GARDEN.
"Awake, 0 north wind,. and come, thou south,. blow upon my
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my Beloved
come into His garden, and eat His pleasant fruits."-SONG OF
SOLOMON, iv. 16.

WHEN JEHOVAH created man in His own sinless likeness, and put
him in possession of a heritage of perfect terrestrial bliss, God's
ideal of location, most suited to minister to the happiness and wellbeing of His favoured creature, was a garden. "And the Lord
God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the
man whom He had formed" (Gen. ii. 8). The hand of man had
not, of course, the least part in planning and planting that fair
paradise. Every tree pleasant to the sight and good for food was
there. All, we are sure, was in accordance with the perfect taste,
bountiful goodness, inscrutable wisdom, and unlimited love of the
Most High. In that fair scene the Lord God held communion
with Adam. At eventide-" in the cool of the day"-or, as the
marginal rendering of the original has it, "the wind" of the day
-the "voice" of the Creator was heard in the garden-heard
without fear by the Man, for sinful dread of the Holy One was
altogether absent from the human mind as originally constituted.
Satanic sin wrought terror in the soul, and where there is fear there
is torment (1 John iv. 18).
~I+ The presence of J ehovah in Paradise was its distinguishing
glory. Without that, however beautiful in created loveliness, it
would have failed to meet the spiritual necessities of the lofty
intelligence for whom it was designed. Material objects could not
satisfy the soul as it came originally from the hand of God.
Only God Himself could do that. Only God can to-day satisfy
the spiritual instincts He graciously implants in the new
nature of His people. It is in this important particular that
natural religion differs from revealed religion. The fallen nature
of man cannot rise above a sense of the fair beauty of the
external and visible. No doubt" the fruit of the ground" which
Cain religiously presented unto J ehovah-as we read in the fourth
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chapter of Genesis-was good for food, was pleasant to the eyes,
and that it powerfully appealed to the carnal appreciation of
Adam's apostate son; yet the curse of God was upon it! "Cursed
is the ground for thy sake," was Jehovah's sentence upon the
earth, "thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth unto thee."
The most lovely thing in nature is, for the sin of man, under Divine
curse. God Himself sees no comeliness in it to desire it, and Cain's
offering was rejected by Him. " Without the shedding of blood"
-apart from the perfect atonement of Christ for sin-human
worship is an abomination in the sight of the God of holiness,
justice, and truth.
The earthly Paradise, though planted by God's own hand,
became a wilderness when the sinless man to whom dominion
over it was given became a sinner! The man deliberately betrayed
his great trust, and forfeited his conditional inheritance. Nevertheless, the counsel of the Most High was not defeated by Satan
and man. The failure was not in the Creator; it was in the creature.
And it had been the eternal purpose of Jehovah to make that
failure in the creature the occasion of displaying His character as
the God of salvation. Sin was the moral occasion of salvation in
a way of grace-of free and sovereign grace. But for sin there
had been no salvation. The desolation which sin brought on an
earthly paradise served as a black background on which to exhibit
to heaven, earth, and hell" the exceeding riches of God's grace in
His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus."
And the Lord God planted a second garden-one whose glory
should never pass away, whose leaf should never fade, whose fruits
should be perennial. This spiritual, mystical garden He placed
under the dominion of, not an earthly man, but of the HEAVENLY
MAN. "The first man is of [out of] the earth, earthy; the SECOND
MAN is the LORD from [out of] heaven" (1 Cor. xv. 47). The
God-Man was He in whom alone the Father could implicitly trust,
and into His mediatorial hands He committed the Church· of His
everlasting choice. It is this original appointment of Christ to
the supreme Headship of the one Church of the living God which
secures her in the possession of eternal bliss. The Covenant of
grace between the three adorable Persons in the indivisible Trinity
includes" the promise of the life that now is, and of that which is
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to come." Believers in the Lord Jesus hold not their interest in
the eternal inheritance by an uncertain conditional tenure, as did
Adam his, because they are" foint-heirs with Christ "-and Hetheir faithful Advocate-maintains their lot for them. As the
Psalmist in Old Testament times, believing, spake (2 Cor. iv. 13)"Thou maintainest my lot; the lines have fallen unto me in
pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage" (Ps. xvi. 5, 6).
The trees-all fruit-bearing-in this fair garden of Christ, are
of Jehovah's right-hand planting. From Himself is their fruit
found, and their spiritual increase is not fitful, but abiding. "Ye
have not chosen Me," He declares, "but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain" (John xv. 16). The fruit of the Spirit,
produced by Him in the branches of the True Vine, is imperishable,
even though it consist of but a few berries in the topmost bough.
The breath of the Holy Spirit, whether He breathe from the cold
" north" or from the genial" south," is the secret of the productiveness of this Garden of the Lord. Its spices" flow out" in accordance with His generative grace. Believers-the passive subjects of
the sovereign operations of the indwelling Spirit-are often
unconscious of the fruit they bear. They think that unless the
warm south wind prevail, and their spiritual affections are sensibly
moved, they are in a barren condition. But winter cold has a work
to do in souls as well as summer sunshine. The gifts of the Spirit
are very varied. "He giveth snow like wool." The" snow" of
the believer's experience is one of God's gifts. "He scattereth
forth His ice like morsels" (of meat). "By these things," as
affiicted Hezekiah confessed, men "live." Such things are
designed to yield-" afterward "-the peaeeable fruit of righteousness (Heb. xii. 11). And some of the most eminent of God's faithful
servants were-like Job-Bminent for the abounding affiictions
they were appointed to endur~. For the troubles of thc righteous
are" appointed" unto them-appointed for the profitable trial of
their faith. "That the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ." No living tree in the Garden of the Lord was
ever yet killed by the severity of His winter dispensations. His
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north and His south wind alike blow whithersoever He listeth, for
each receives its commission from Him. "He causeth His wind
to blow, and the waters flow." The waters respond to His breath.
Thus it is that the souls of believers pass through a very varied
experience, and derive blessing from the most opposite causes,
occasions, and means. The one dominant desire of God's children
is to be fruitful. Hence they plead for the activities and motions
of the Spirit to be quickened in their souls-" Awake, 0 north
wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden." They
long that their Beloved should" eat His pleasant fruits "-partake
freely of the work of His own hands. They well know that those
favoured seasons, when He partakes of the Spirit-rendered spices
of "His garden," are inseparable from their own participation in
special blessing; so they earnestly petition the awakening of the
operations of the Holy Ghost, whether they proceed-in His wise
and gracious sovereignty-from the "north" or the "south."
Enough for them that He Who is faithful has recorded the allembracing promise-" To him that overcometh will I give to eat
of the Tree of Life, which is in the Paradise of God" (Rev. ii. 7).

J. O.

Cb/ton.
JOHN CALVIN.

A SONNET IN COMMEMORATION OF THE QUATCENTENARY OF HIS
BIRTH, July 10th, 1509. By the Rev. JAMES SILVESTER, M.A., Vicar
of Great Clacton and Little Holland, Essex.
MALIGNED by some, by more misunderstood,
Though many still there are that scorn his name,
Yet spiritual greatness was his fame.
In true reform, God's minister for good,
He pierced through superstition's tangled wood
Into the Gospel's strait and narrow way,
And in salvation's everlasting day.
For truth of sovereign grace he bravely stood.
The Church he called the chosen of the Lord,
And trained it, by the discipline Divine,
To wield with skill and power the Spirit's sword,
And so snbserve Jehovah's great design
That His elect should unto life attain,
And all that serve in grace in glory reign.
July, 1909.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And a certain scribe fame, and said unto Him, Master, I will follow
Thee whithersoever Thou goest. And Jesus said unto him, The foxes
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests: but the Son of Man
hath not where to lay His head."-MATT. viii. 19, 20.
THE chapter before us contains a wonderful account of the varied
cases which claimed the Saviour's presence, pity, and power when
on earth. What a setting forth is it of His Divine authority and
omnipotence. Yes, Jesus had merely to put forth His hand and
touch the leper, saying, "I will, be thou clean, and immediately
his leprosy was cleansed." Quickly following upon this is the faith
of the centurion who counted that speaking the word only, whilst at
a distance, was sufficient to heal his servant when it came from the
lips of this Divine Healer, and thus was one sick of the palsy" healed
in the self-same hour." Then with a touch of the hand is the feverstricken mother of Peter's wife restored and raised to minister once
more. Many demons were cast out of possessed ones, brought unto
Him at even; others who were sick were healed of their infirmities;
a tempest stilled and angry waves rebuked, and the evil spirits cast
out of the two men possessed with them, and one found afterward
" sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind"-these
are all recounted in this one chapter, and so wonderful were His works
that" behold the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they
saw Him, they besought Him that He would depart out of their
coasts." Truly" He went about doing good," as is written of Him,
and well might they exclaim, " What manner of man is this that even
the winds and the sea obey Him ~" Upon this scene comes "a
certain scribe" who declares he will follow Jesus whithersoever He
goeth. What was the motive of this scribe? He calls Him Mastermerely a term of respect-Rabbi, Teacher, not Lord! And this man
may have been struck with the miracles Jesus had been performing,
and probably thought that to follow One who could do such wonderful
things might be greatly to his own worldly advantage. For otherwise
Jesus had no charm nor attraction outside Himself, "no beauty that
we should desire Him" was prophetically true of this "Man of
sorrows" with the "marred" visage, "the meek and lowly One,"
And until He call, none will nor can follow Him truly. Many,
promising in their own strength, as presumably this scribe did, to follow
Him, may do so for a time and then fall away. They are like the seed
cast upon stony ground which soon springs up, but as soon withers
away. Thus, promises made in our own strength are a failure. His
word declares, "Not everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of My
Father which is in heaven. Many will say unto Me in that day, Lord,
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Lord, have not we prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name have
cast out devils? in Thy name done many wonderful works'l and then
I will profess unto them I never knew you, depart from Me, ye that
work iniquity." Such an one was Simon the sorcerer, who, " when he
saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost
was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me this power, that
on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost." And
Peter rebuked him, " Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast
thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money."
Our Lord at once blasts all the worldly expectations of the scribe of
our text, if such was his motive in coming to Him, by His answer. Ah!
the spiritually ignorant man knew not what he was saying. Whithersoet'er, indeed! He knew nothing of the privations, the sufferings,
the lonely hours, the whole nights of prayer alone with His Father
upon some mountain whilst all the disciples had gone to their own
homes. He knew nothing of that Divine mind which" endured such
contradiction of sinners against Himself." He knew nothing of the
coming Gethsemane and Calvary. But quickly the present resolve,
if it be grounded upon the motive of worldly advantage or gift, is
disillusioned by the reply Jesus gives him. "And Jesus said unto
him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man hath not where to lay His head." Do not the very words
show how familiar must have been the Man of sorrows with these
night scenes in nature! The Evangelist Luke records how "in the
day time He was teaching in the temple; and at night He went out
and abode in the mount that is called the Mount of Olives. And all
the people came early in the morning to Him in the temple, for to
hear Him." And in John's Gospel we read how when" every man
went to his own home, JeslJ,s went unto the mount of Olives." Always
about His Father's business! Able at all times to say, " I do always
the things that please My Father," He was occupied to serve unto all
obedience with His whole heart and soul and mind, and was" straitened
until those things were accomplished," and He could say, " the things
concerning Me have an end." Thus, while men slept after the labour
of the day, Jesus was alone holding communion with His Father.
He who was Lord of heaven and earth, alone (" yet not alone ") could
say, "the foxes "-those wild, ravening, rapacious creatures-have
their " holes" of repair, and rest, and hiding, and "the birds of the
air have their nests"-high up in safety from alarm and disturbance;
for I, the Creator of all, have so provided for man and beast, and all
creatures are Mine; but I, ,t the Son of Man, hath not where to lay
My head." He refers to the obscurity and meanness of His human
nature, and how He had" made Himself of no reputation," and" was
despised and rejected of men," so that in contrast to even the wild
creatures of His own creative power, they were one and all well provided
for and cared for, whilst He, in the prophetic language of the Psalmist,
exclaimed, "But I . . . am a worm and no man." "He made
Himllelf of no reputation." He veiled His Deity whilst He constituted
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Himself Jehovah's "servant." Son of Man. It was a wonderful
name! He uses the title here in our verse for the first time (speaking
from the New Testament), and about forty-one times after; and it is
only used of Him three times by others, by Stephen, His beloved
martyr, and the favoured John in the Apocalypse. Oh! what grace
and mercy are enfolded in this title! How close home it comes to
our hearts, that He, the highest and mightiest, should stoop so low;
should take our nature upon Him; should be " made flesh," and as
man feel what His brethren feel-to be in all points tempted like
as they are, " yet without sin," and" that He might have compassion
on the ignorant and on them that are out of the way!" Thus and
much more did He humble Himself! Bunyan says, "The valley of
humiliation is the best piece of land the crow flies over, for there our
Lord had His country house." We cannot fathom this mystery of
love. His saints can only admire and adore that which the angels
desire to look into. Let us scek to dwell more upon it, to contemplate
what it was for Jesus to be constituted Son of Man, to leave the glory
He had with the Father; to sojourn in this sin-stained earth of ours
those three and thirty years; to make Himself during that time
of no account; to be made "perfect through sufferings"; to
be always "doing good," and yet to be persecuted, despised,
rejected, disowned, and finally put to that death of deaths upon
the cross! Oh, beloved reader, if you and I are constrained
to sit still awhile in adoring silence, whilst in wonder, love and praise
we ponder this title, Son of Man, and what it meant to Jesus the King
of glory, I think we shall hear fewer complaints, fewer murmurings,
and more grateful words. If when we are disposed to chafe at the
cross in our path; the present heavy affliction; the burden of
suffering or sorrow, or whatever be our" lot" in our chequered history
just now, let us reflect upon the goings of the Son of Man! and
there will be no room left for repining.
Poverty and privation marked His life below, that His children
might receive of His Father through His obedience and suffering
" all things." And now, where He is ascended in the glory it is that
he may daily bestow His gifts" even for the rebellious" which were
purchased by His precious blood. "No good thing will He withhold,"
and all His givings are frec-" without money and without price " as bestowed upon His chosen inheritance. "Thou, 0 Christ, art all I
want," we sometimes sing when the heart is attuned by grace Divine.
There is and should be enough in Him in Whom dwclleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily to satisfy. There is in Him enough to supply
all our need, and His followers lack nothing of all He has promised
them for time and eternity. Now let us seek more and more the grace
of satisfaction. To be more wholly satisfied with Jesus, to be more
fully taken up with Him, to seek for no good beyond Him. And
when crosses come, when affliction, adversity, or sorrows overtake us,
let us think of Jesus the Son of Man. Alone," of the people, none with
Me," He could say. Treading the winepress alone. In the desert,
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on the lonely mountain slopes, alone. In the dark nights-all nature
asleep-JeSllS the Lord of the Universe, alone watching "with strong
cryings and tears." Comforts denied Him, no earthly home His!
" The Son of Man hathLnot where to lay His head." ., When the evening was come He was alone." "The ship was in the midst of the sea,
and lIe alone on the land." "Jesus was alone praying." " When the
voice was past Jesus was found alone." "He departed into a mountain
alone."
Such were the goings of the Lonely Stranger, the Son of
Man-alone in His life, alone in His sufferings, alone in His death.
Yes; J csus the Son of Man was alone in His temptation, ill His
prayers, in His sorrows, in His death of deaths! "All forsook Him
and fled"! And all this for His brethren's sake, that" unto Him the
gathering of the people might be." And coming is that day when the
royal mandate shall announce the glorious consummation, and the
whole family in heaven and earth, according to His blood-bought
rights, be with Him where He is to behold His glory. Meanwhile
let us ponder tIle unparalleled love of the Son of Man, Who in His
earthly sojourn in this vale of tears, " had not where to lay His head,"
" Who came unto His own, and thev received Him not," Who in His
weariness must in humbling Himself, "ask" water of a Samaritan
woman as "He sat thus on Jacob's well,"-must, according to His
covenant agreement, suffer this solitariness alune, and according to
the prophetic language of the Psalmist, be as " a worm, and no man,
a reproach of men, and despised of the people," "a stranger and alien
but who nevertheless wearied not in " doing· good," in accomplishing
the purpose whereunto He was sent, and Who could say at length,
" I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." And:
"When I am tempted to repine
That such a lonely lot is mine,
There comes to me a voice which saith,
, Min e were the streets of Nazareth.'
"So mean, so common, and confined,
And He, the Monarch of mankind!
Yet patiently He travelleth,
Those narrow streets of Nazareth.

" It may be I shall never rise~
To fame nor fortune 'neath the skies,
But walk in straitened ways till death,
Narrow as streets of Nazareth.
" But if through honour's arch I tread,
And there forget to bend my head,
Ah! let me hear the voice which saith,
'Mine were the streets of Nazareth.'''
And finally, whilst we have been realizing how Jesus Buffered all
this for His followers, for their sakes endured all this poverty and
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privation, that they, through His poverty, might be made rich, let
us seek to learn from our great Pattern and Example the choice benefits
derived from being much alone with Him. It was the word of
declaration, "Lo, the people shall dwell alone." Precious promises
are spoken to the lonely ones who walk a solitary path. Heavenly
food is provided for such. "Feed My people with Thy rod, the flock
of Thine heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of
Carmel, let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old."
It is thus He makes Himself increasingly precious to our hearts.
It is thus He knocks all earthly props from under us that we may lean
less on the bruised reeds, and more and more" set our affection
on things above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God." And
it is in this separate path, away from the busy throng and the many
voices, just as He did to those two lonely sad disciples in the Emmaus
journey, Jesus Himself draws near and goes with His disciples.
Oh! He has known well what this loneliness means, that He is
quick to make the solitary place of His people "glad" with His
gracious compassion and companionship, and we then understand
somewhat of the mystery of love :" We're least alone when all alone
With Him; for He Himself with us is one.
The Man of Sorrows understands us well;
He asks us, bids us, all our sorrows tell
To Him; and thus He walks from day to day
With us along 'a solitary way.'''
Oh! child of God, if in ever so small a measure you are permitted
to know something of the fellowship of Christ's sufferings, will you
not rather rejoice than rebel; and be thankful rather than murmur
at your lot, which brings you into near and close communion whilst
you enter somewhat into the life He spent upon earth for you!
R.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~ "
1 COR. xii. 28.
" AND God hath set some in the Church: first, apostles; secondarily,
prophets; thirdly, teachers; after that, miracles; then gifts of
healings, helps." How graciously does the Holy Spirit unfold the
order of these ascension-gifts of Christ. All the servants of the Lord
are not officially called to the stated ministry of the Word; but those
who are not are divinely recognized-they are "helps." Ministers
of the Gospel are spoken of in Scripture under the similitude of
" oxen "-strong to labour in word and doctrine. This metaphor
well suits the humble-minded. The greatness of their work, however,
is seen in the type of the twelve oxen which bare up the brazen sea
in Solomon's temple. The lesser work in God's spiritual temple of
those servants whom the Spirit calls "helps" has likewise its ap-

The Gospel Magazine.

525

pointed place. The labours of Lord's-day school teachers, of district
visitors, of those who tend the sick and seek to relieve the distressed
are Divine" gifts." Whatever service is undertaken for the sake of
the Lord J csus honours Him, and shall in no wise lose its reward.
The word spoken in due season-a simple, short Seripture text, such as
" Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall
be whiter than snow," "Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ," may be
blessed to souls by the Spirit unto eternal salvation.
Leice.~tcr.

MARY.

CLOUDS.
PERHAPS some of my readers will think this is a gloomy subject, but
I have been lately seeing in the unfailing light of God's Word how often
clouds are spoken of as emblems of mercy and goodness from a
spiritual standpoint. I know it is not wise to press symbols too
far, but from the context, and from considering the spiritual
clouds of the people of God, and reading of them in times past, yea,
and looking into my own life experience also,' I see how" the clouds
are big with mercy." "Now men see not the bright light in the
clouds" as they will hereafter, the clouds themselves veil the love
behind from view at the time. "Can any understand the spreadings
of the clouds? " asked Elihu-the spreadings. How frequently in
nature have we seen on the clear blue sky in which we rejoiced, and
which seemed so sure to continue, a little cloud has appeared at first
very small, it only intensified the beauty of the deep blue background,
but which gradually, almost imperceptibly, spread and increased till
the whole sky was grey and the atmosphere became a changed, chill,
depressing influence. So it is in bpiritual things: all seems so fair,
our mountain is so strong, our walk with God so happy, and we think
that no more shall anything, no matter how trying, mar our fellowship
with Him, and our trust in Him, we cheerfully sing ;" Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be-"
when there creeps in a little unrest and anxiety, the spreadings of the
clouds. Overwhelmed on all sides, we cannot see Him or feel Him near.
Clouds arise from our own sins-they hide His face from us. "He
causeth it (the cloud) to come, whether for correction, or for His land,
or for mercy.'! Thus we see three reasons why He sends clouds, and
it wcll behoves us to pray for the Holy Spirit's light and guidance to
search-when He sends trial, spiritual clouds-wherein we have grieved
Him, or whether it be His sweet preventing mercy. For" spreadings "
denote a Hand behind, and a plan dominating the Hand; so they are
not without a cause, and He will show His children who dwell in the
secret place of the Most High why He afflicts them.
But I wanted more especially by His gracious teaching to point
out the bright symbolism of clouds and bright associations, the
love and light and benign power shown, which have been most precious
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to me. And in Ps. civ. 3, after the ascription, " Bless the Lord, 0
my soul," we read, "Who maketh the clouds His chariot." 0 dear
reader, as we contemplate this and think of Him using the very clouds
for His chariot, shall we murmur ~ Why does He ride in His chariot ~
It is for thee, for thee, dear affiicted child of God. See Deut. xxxiii. 26 :
"There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, that rideth upon the
heavens in thy help." He rides swiftly to deliver thee. No mln shall
set on thee to hurt thee or injure thee. The clouds which are His chariot
are to convey Him quickly to thee for thine own comfort. Bless all
that brings Him to thee, close to thee. He is in reality ever with thee,
ever in thee. He never leaves thee for a moment, but He adapts His
language to thy familiar surroundings and comprehension, and therefore tells thee He will ride to thee. Observe how He makes cloudstrials-His vehicle or channel of blessing. Jacob was troubled with
the famine and with his sons being taken from him; but they brought
him to his beloved J oseph. J osep~ was troubled when he was sold
to the Midianites. "We saw the anguish of his soul when he besought
us and we would not hear," his conscience-stricken brethren said;
but he explained to them himself, "God did send me before you to
preserve life." David was troubled because of Saul. Many times he
was in fear, yet humanly his friendship with J onathan could never
have existed but for the knowledge of Saul; the friendship which has
been the type of true unselfish love and friendship ever since. The
three men of God whom Nebuchadnezzar cast into the burning fiery
furnace no doubt shrank from the fire; yet in the midst of the fire
itself the Son of God walked with them, and so the fire became the
very chamber of heaven. St. Paul shrank from his thorn in the flesh,
but through his weakness the power of God was manifested and His
grace displayed. And so we could go through many, many volumes
of believers finding the very clouds the chariot of God for their
deliverance. vVe see it now in our own observation, in our own circle,
and in our own lives, how blessings are wrought in the very weavings
of trial. Truly may we sing, "Oh, bless the Lord for His goodness,
and His wonderful works to the children of men."
See further, "His strength is in the clouds" (Ps. lxvi. 34). His
strength is shown in thy feebleness. When He bringeth thee down,
it is not to trample on thee and leave thee there to perish. No, it
is with a purpose for His own glory-the manifestatioll of His power
in thy deliverance and salvation.
Thus, "Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds" (Ps xxxvi. 5).
He will not forsake thee in the darkness. His faithfulness will be
displayed. His love will be seen, and thou shalt praise Him for the
light of His countenance which shone through the cloud and in the
doud.
Strength and faithfulness. What would strength be without loving
faithfulness, and what would faithfulness be without power to deliver ~
We often say of friends, "We would help if we could," and of others,
« He could if he would."
But here the" can" and the" will" are
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joined. His strength and His covenant faithfulness are both in the
clouds exercised in thy behalf.
Another sweet thought in connection with clouds, is that in
Nahum i. 3: "The clouds are the dust of His feet." Oh! child of
God, He is very near thee when the dust of His feet appear. His
feet, the feet which were nailed to the cross for thee, the feet which
trod this earth in journeys of love and healing and salvation; the feet
which shall again stand on Mount Zion; and the feet which shall walk
with thee in glory. The clouds are the dust of His feet. He is treading
them. How earnestly we listen for the footsteps of one we love;
how we look for the faintest sign of the steam of the engine, or the
steamer, in the distance, and hail it as the accompaniment of the loved
one. Joyous expectations and loving excitement ensues. So if the
clouds are the dust of His feet, oh, how dear to the Bride of His heart
as she sings, "Coming, coming, very near, now the dust. of His feet
in sight."
And we read again in Zech. x. 1: "The Lord shall make bright
clouds." Yes, I am sure I have often seen the bright clouds, the
shining side of heavy sorrows, which none but God can reveal. He
makes bright clouds, and He alone. In Him and through Him and
by Him we see victory-victory, when the world sees only defeat and
sorrow. He knows all; and listen to what He says in Sol. Song vi. 11 :
" 1 went down into the valley of nuts," nuts which have hard shells
to crack, and display not their fruity kernels. "I went down into
the valley of nuts to see the fruits of the valley." Depend upon it,
dear reader, He is watching, and as thy lovingly sensitive ear hears
the distant sound of His footsteps, and thine eyes are looking for His
approach, He "makes bright clouds," and rejoices with thee.
Then we find also the cloud has been the symbol of guidance. "In
the daytime He led them with a cloud" (Ps. lxxviii. 14). How often
we too have been shown the right way, the way He would have us
to go through trial with a cloud. The path of safety has been indicated
by it, and the Lord has shown Himself again and again the leader of
His people, going before them and with the pillar of cloud pointing
the Zionward safe path. Then the clouds have been a symbol of
protection. "He spread a cloud for a covering" (Ps. cv. 30). Oh!
how little we know on this side heaven of all God's preventing mercies, of the protection with His clouds, the covering from the storm.
" I'll praise Him still, for the pleasant palms,

*

*

*

*

*

And the sheltering cloud by day."

W l( see not now all the infinite love and mercy of the covering clouds:
" Full vision is reserved for clearer eyes,
In purer atmosphere, from higher hillsThe hills of God, which we shall reach erewhile,
What time we've left the valley-path behind,
And crossed the river to the other side."
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But then, then we shall see and praise.
Another very, very precious thought is given in 1 Thess. iv. 17 to us
who miss our dearly loved ones gone before-miss them more than
tongue can tell-the beloved who
" Brightened all the joy of life,
And softened every frown."
Oh, how our hearts ache for them, and yet rejoice with them. We
know we shall" go to them," and the sight of the clouds is so dear
to us as we read that at His coming we "shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air." What a meeting
that will be with them and with Him. I suppose we shall hardly say
much to them at first, for their cry will be like ours as we behold Him,
" See, HE comes, HE comes," and our hearts will bound together with
joy in seeing HIM.
Finally, as we look at the clouds, the sweetest thought of all is in
St. Matt. xxiv. 30: "They shall see the Son of Man coming in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory," or as He Himself said
again in St. Matt. xxvi. 64: "Hereafter shall ye see the Son of :Man
sitting on the right hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven."
"Thou art coming, Thou art coming!
We shall meet Thee on Thy way;
We shall see Thee, we shall know Thee,
We shall bless Thee, we shall show Thee
All our hearts could never say!
What an anthem that will be,
Ringing out our love to Thee:
Pouring out our rapture sweet
At Thine own all-glorious feet! "
" They shall see the Son of M an." There is an inexpressible preciousness in this. As our Brother and Forerunner and Saviour, He will
come. The Son of Man-yet, yet, sitting-meaning fulfilment and
rest-sitting on the right hand of power. Oh! glorious sight, a
Prince and a Saviour, a King and a Brother!
And so we find that though clouds generally indicate sadness and
veiled presence, yet there is brightness symbolised also,-power,
faithfulness, strength, protection, presence, reunion, and glory.
Looking on a gorgeous sunset sky a few evenings ago, I thought of
the remark made by a dear friend that a glorious sunset came nearer
to her ideal of heaven than anything in nature-a feeling that is shared
by many. On the evening alluded to, when the clouds that were
about in the clear sky were all tinged deeply with crimson and gold,
my tho~ghts flew to the gloryland, to the beautiful symbolism of the
crimson blood of the Lamb and the golden glory of the celestial city
transforming the very clouds into a vision of splendour; and our clouds
of sorrow on the wilderness way willJikewise be all changed, covered
with shining glory, up there; they will be transmuted, by the blood
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of the Lamb, n.od by a glory all His into brightness and celestial
splendour.
We read of the heavenly, happy city that" the street of the city
was pure gold." Docs this signify the refining process that has been
brought to bear on pure gold ~ We read of "the gates of pearl."
Does this, too, indicate sorrow passed through, as the pearl is formed
by pain, it is said. Well, if so, that is all behind; the gold has been
all refined, the pearl has been perfectly formed. The refined gold is
beneath us, the pearl has been passed through. But I would not be
misunderstood, as though the gold was our refining, or the pearl
our pain. No; the Lamb bore the pain, and" the Lamb as it had been
slain" will be " all the glory of Immanuel's Land." The song of the
redeemed will be " Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power
and riches and wisdom and strength, and honour and glory and
blessing"
"A cloud received Him out of their sight" at His ascension
(Acts i. 9).
" Behold He cometh with clouds" (Rev. i. 7).
" We . . . shall be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord"
(1 Thess. iv. 17). Should not clouds, then, constantly remind us of
the Ascended One and the Coming One and our eternal reunion ~
And so, most truly, "the Lord shall make bright clouds."
NETTlE.

GOD'S ELECT TRINITARIANS.
" I flee unto Thee to hide me."-Ps. cxliii. 9.

IN this brief sentence of the inspired Psalmist, comprised in seven
short words, we have the oneness of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost in
salvation's plan, and every essential fundamental doctrine of the
everlasting· Gospel.
Could David, can any, see the needs-be for fleeing from the
wrath to come apart from sovereign mercy, grace, light, and
teaching of God the Holy Ghost ~
Could David, can any, know that Christ, the promised Seed, is He
Who alone can, and will brnise Satan, the head and chief of all their
spiritual enemies, under their feet; that the Son of God incarnate, the
Man who is the hiding-place (Isa. xxxii. 2), is the only Saviour,
Redeemer, and Mediator, to whom the Father of Glory hath committed all things, without being quickened from a death in trespasses
and sins by Him Who is the Last Adam-a quickening Spirit ~
And could David, or can any, flee to Him, come to Him, believe in
Him, and rest in Him, without the everlasting love of God the Father,
in His sovereign election of him before time, being made manifest to
him in time in drawing him to Christ ~
Do we find all mankind doing as David did in this all-important
34
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matter? If not, who makes him, and any other, to differ? Is it
not a God of sovereign mercy and free grace?
In fleeing to the dear Redeemer as his alone Saviour and Deliverer,
what did David, or any other who, like him, has fled for refuge to the
hope set before them in the Gospel, have, that they did not receive, in a
way of mercy, favour, and blessing, and that in accordance with the
tenor of the Covenant of grace, a Covenant ordered in all things and
sure to all the seed elect, sure to be made known to them? What
wonderful favour is this? God the Father has made a Covenant
with God the Son on behalf of them, to redeem them from the
hand of the enemy, and God the Holy Ghost will show it unto
them, and enable them, by the faith of the operation of God, to
flee to Christ, to His wounds and blood, as the doves to their windows.
They shall flee to His sufferings, His death, and His atonement for
sin, for that forgiveness that is with God through Him; and they shall
flee to His obedience for that righteousness, thn.t justifying righteousness, which Jehovah imputes unto them-for to these it shall be
imputed, in order that they may stand before God without blemish
from the Fall, or spot of sin, or so much as one wrinkle of the old
man; all which is done away, as they are new creatures in Christ
Jesus.
David, under God's teaching, saw himself a poor, guilty, helpless
sinner, often and again owning himself to be so before God; but as a
vessel of mercy interested in the everlasting love of God, Father, Son
and Spirit, God saw him, in that very God·Man hiding-place, and speaks
of him and to him as there, " 0 my dove that art in the clefts of the
rock, in the secret places of the stairs." Ah! the Person of God-Man
is it by which His people ascend to heaven, elect angels ministering
to them all the time. God sees His there, for He has put them there,
and there they have abiding in time, through time, and to all eternity.
God the Father ordains His own dear Son to be their hiding-place.
God the Son appears on earth in time to fulfil all righteousness, and
so be their hiding-place. God the Holy Ghost shows them their
need of this hiding-place, reveals it to them, and enables them to flee
unto it.
Adam through a sense of guilt, because of his transgression, flees
from God. God's beloved in Christ, under a Spirit-given sense of need
and a Spilit-given view of Christ's obedience, flee to God the Saviour,
and they are assured by His truth and faithfulness of their present
and future safety and salvation.
His love, His dove, His undefiled, is but one; so, whether in Egypt in
the time of Moses, or in Ephesus in the time of Paul, she shall not
remain either in the bondage of the one or in the idolatry of the other,
but as a monument of the Father's power, the Son's merit, the Spirit's
leading and teaching, it will be said, "Though ye have been among
the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and
her feathers with yellow gold."
.Birkenhead.
G. A.

~
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A S.'.ltMON

LORD'S JEWELS
DY

IMPERISHABLE.

THE LATE REV. J. J. WEST, M.A., RECTOR OF
WINCHELSEA, SUSSEX.*

" And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I
make 'U fI ltfY iewels,. and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own
son that serveth him."- MALACHI iii. 17.

1 CANNOT conceive anything more heart-comforting and heartstrongthening than such a blessed Scripture as that, when it comes in
0.11 the full application of the Holy Spirit's power to a broken-hearted
sinner, evidencing to him the certainty, and the faithful assurance, on
the authority of God, that nothing can undermine, and nothing destroy
the salvation of the election of grace. And, brethren, we want, and
when I use the pronoun we, I mean the newborn sons and daughters
of God, we want something from heaven to comfort us; and considering
the variety of trials-the many and innumerable hosts of enemies
both within and without which harass and annoy the" suffering Church
of Christ gathered from all quarters," there cannot be anything which
is more calculated to comfort the people of God, than the contemplation
of that soul-reviving doctrine-the sovereignty of our Lord; that all
and everything is ordered by His covenant arrangements and purposes
for the positive salvation and security of the Church of God; and that
as Jehovah states in this text before me-" They shall be Mine in that
day when I make up My jewels." Now mark me, my hearers, they
have been His from all eternity, but the statement of the text seems
to have a special meaning-that they shall be His at a special moment
at that great and momentous time when He is about to collect together
all His chosen people, and to gather them into His heavenly garner for
ever.
By the teaching and under the influence of the Holy Spirit, let
us now consider, first, the great fact, that they have been God's
property, by Covenant purpose and decree, before all worlds. Now,
we read in Ephesians i. 4: "According as He has chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ to Himself according to the good pleasure
of His will." Thus, then, you observe that in this passage written by
the Apostle Paul, who was a mere pen (if I may so speak) in the hand
of Deity, we are distinctly told in opposition to all the heresy and
Arminianism of the day, that the Lord chose His people in Christ
according to His own will and pleasure and purpose, and not from or
for any foreknowledge of any merit in them-for the word distinctly

* Preached on Thursday evening, Jan. 17th, 1850, in the Church of the united
parishes of St. Augustine and St. Faith, Watling Street, London' j
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says that we were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world,
" that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love."
Now, when such a Scripture as this is applied to the heart by the Spirit
of God, the poor sinner is then brought into an inquiring, anxious,
prayedul, iheart-searching state of mind, to see and understand
whether he is among the election of God. When poor sinners are
brought into this state they do not cavil at the doctrines of grace:
they are brought by the power of grace to submit to the sovereignty
of all the will of God. But they are exercised to know whether they
are amongst the chosen family for whom Christ died. This is why
the exercised Church of God are gladdened to hear such a text as this.
" They shall be Mine, saith the Lord, in that day when I make up My
jewels."
" They are Mine." That is the purpose of God I-and no sin
of yours, brethren, no devices of Satan to destroy you, can ever
undermine that foundation rock on which your salvation stands.
Nothing whatever will occur, either good or bad, that can destroy the
salvation of the Church of God. We read in the seventeenth chapter
of John these remarkable words: "I pray for them; I pray not for the
world" - I am sure none of the world can be saved-for no man can go to
heaven, and no man can have the knowledge of salvation upon earth,
without the prayer and intercession of Jesus. All the comfort that
you can enjoy in realizing your own personal interest in this salvation
is the result of the Master's prayers. You never could have realised
hope in your soul if Christ had not prayed for you. Is this raising the
standard too high ~ Is it not rather one low enough for the poorest
and weakest Christian to attain to ~ Now mark! "I pray not for
the world, but for them which Thou hast given Me." "All Mine are
Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am glorified in them." Now, if the
Lord gives us a quiet moment of thought, amid the stillness of this
house of prayer, just to meditate on that Scripture, what comfort
may we not derive from it ~ These are the Saviour's words I-it is
the Lord Jesus Christ that has left them written in His own Bookand now, if in this church they come with power to my heart, and
yours, they prove that the elect are Christ's property: that He has
an interest in His Church because it is His property, that He has
bought it with His blood and merit! "I am glorified in them." Who
can venture to unfold such a text as that ~ But oh! how sweet it is
to meditate upon it, either in public worship, in the pew, in the closet,
or in the great congregation: "All Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine,
and I am glorified in them." Hence, then, Jehovah's glory is concerned
in the salvation of His Church, " and they shall be Mine, saith the Lord
of Hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels."
Allow me to refer to that which I trust is no strange passage to many
of you-that sweet text in Titus, which divinely chimes in with the
passage I am preaching on-" Who gave Himself for us that He might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works." "Who gave Himself for us!" Can you ever
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get to the bottom of such a passage as that? The Lord Jesus has
purchased His Church, and it as much belongs to Him as an estate on
earth is the property of the man who has purchased it, and who has
the title deeds to show-no man can take that estate away, because
he has bought it and paid for it. Just so with regard to every vessel
of mercy now in this house of prayer. It may not be so with all of
you-some may have come here from mere carnal curiosity, or from
other motives, and you, and such as you, may know, and can know,
nothing of what I am speaking-but mark me! some of you, though
carnal now, and therefore in a state of natural ignorance now, may
yet be amongst the children of God; and if you are bought with the
blood of Jesus, there is a moment registered in God's book when you
shall be born again of the Holy Spirit, and be brought to mourn under
a sense of sin, and afterwards be gladdened by a sight of the free
salvation that is in Christ. And thus, my hearers, we are encouraged
to preach the Gospel to every creature, because God has got a people
in London, and in every part of the world-a few here and a few there;
and the positive purpose of God concerning all His Church, His
unalterable sovereign purpose, is, "they shall be Mine in that day
when I make up My jewels." There is another passage in Peter that
agrees with the passage in Titus, and with the point on which I am now
speaking: "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people," or as it is in the Greek, a purchased people
-a bought up people-the people in whom He has a property-He
has a right and title to them, and has paid for them, and the devil can
never rob Him of one of these, nor steal them away. And why are
they His peculiar people? Oh, never forget this: "That ye should
show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvellous light, which in time past were not a people, but are
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy." You were always a people in God's purposes, but
not in your own experience. You were once in just the same state
as a carnal worldling is now, "Without God, and without hope in the
world." You had not obtained mercy in the realization of it. You
did not even desire mercy, but have you been brought to David's
experience ?-" I was brought low and He helped me." Have you felt
that you wanted a refuge for the destitute? Do you now know
nothing of that blessed Saviour who is an asylum for the suffering, a
house of defence for those who have no house of their own? "That
ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light." And how can you show forth
His praise better than by ascribing the salvation of your souls to Him
alone, who hath bought you at the price of His own precious blood.
Away then with the heresies of those who dare assert that a child of
God may be in grace one day, and in hell the next! That intolerable
doctrine of falling finally from grace is not Scriptural. Look at the
text: "They shall be Mine, in that day when I make up My jewels."
What can the Arminian say to that? What has free-will to do with
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that ~ The Lord gives His people a willing mind, and opens their
eyes to see Jesus. "They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in
that day when I make up My jewels, and I will spare them as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him."
Let me for a moment call your attention to this, "When I make up
My jewels," or as it is in the margin of the Bible-and, oh, listen to this,
ye children of God who have ears to hear-" In that day when I make up
My special treasure." What! such wretches as you and r are ~ You
and I that are continually grovelling in the mire; we, who in ourselves
are everything that is vile, base, and bad ~ Do you know your own
hearts' corruptions, and temptations, and liabilities to sin ~ and then
to see yourselves marked in the Bible as God's special treasure!
Nothing, then, can condemn you, nothing can destroy you, nothing
can pluck the sheep out of the Shepherd's hands. Is not that a mercy 'I
When Paul felt and writhed under his own corruptions, he exclaimed,
" Oh wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of
this death ~" And then cried out with triumph, "I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord." Men and brethren, there is only one
school to learn these things in. You will never learn them elsewhere.
You must be taught them in the school of God. The law must teach
a man what sin is; he will never know it without this teaching. Hear
what Paul says in the seventh chapter of his Epistle to the Romans:
"For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment
came, sin revived, and I died. And the commandment, which was
ordained to life, I found to be unto death. Was then that which is
good made death unto me ~ God forbid! But sin, that it might
appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by
the commandment might become exceeding sinful." Therefore, it is
by the law that a man knows why sin is working death in him by that
which is good, that sin might be seen to be exceeding sinful. Have
you ever been under this experience ~ "I was alive without the law
once," or as it is in the Greek, "formerly," or at such a time; the
Apostle could point to past experience, you see. "I was alive without
the law once, but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I
died." Have you ever felt the power of that word ~ of the commandment coming to you-not the sinner going to the commandment; there
is all the difference in the world between the two. The sinner may go
many times to the commandment, but unless the commandment
comes to the sinner, he will remain the same. The difference may be
seen in this simile: A tradesman comes to a debtor for payment of
his debt, but the man does not pay him: the tradesman continually
appeals to him, and the debtor says, "I will pay you on such a day," and
the tradesman comes at the time appointed, but he is continually put
off on one pretence or another. This is like a sinner coming to the
commandment; but when the commandment comes to the sinner,
it is like a sheriff's officer coming to the debtor-he is not to be put off.
Now, men and brethren! if the commandment had not come to me,
r could not preach this truth to you, but I do know something of that
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statement, " by the law is the knowledge of sin." All that the law then
can do is to condemn us. Thank God! "the law was given by Moses,
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." It is the Gospel therefore
in which salvation centres. It is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
in which is contained liberty, and in that Gospel is our life. Christ is
our life, and our "life is hid with Christ in God." The practical
experience of this great and blessed truth alone can keep us from the
prevailing heresies of the day; this experience in his own soul will
keep a man from all false systems, and will make him acknowledge
that the law is just and good, when by that law he has been led to
understand something of the God of the law, that it has been his schoolmaster unto Christ who is the law fulfiller, the refuge, and the complete
salvation of all the redeemed people of His choice!
There is a special interest in this thought, that if chosen in Christ,
we are the peculiar treasure of God. Atoms of dust..-the worthless
sinner in the pulpit, and the equally worthless sinners in the pewsthat we are the family of God, that we are the election of gracethe peculiar treasure of Deity! We can then say what angels cannot.
And oh, brethren, when we get to glory, when that day which my text
speaks of is come, when the flocks shall again have passed under the
hand of Him that telleth them-we shall praise Him more than angels
can, for they will not understand what we have experienced. We are
told that the angels themselves desire to look into these things. Is
not that a comforting thought to those who are in trouble ~ You may
be buffeted by the world, and harassed in a thousand ways, but if you
can realize the thought that you are the peculiar treasure of Jesus
Christ, that you are the peculiar treasure of the Trinity in Unity, and
the Unity in Trinity-that when the Lord Jesus Christ makes up His
jewels, He will spare you as a man spareth his own son that serveth
him-you can bear all that is put upon you.
I was trying to turn to a verse in the book of the prophet Jeremiah
that flashed into my mind just now; you will find it in the thirty-third
chapter at the thirteenth verse: "In the cities of the mountains, in
the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of
Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah,
shall the flocks pass again under the hands of Him that telleth them,
saith the Lord." Have you ever seen in the country a shepherd
changing his flock from pasture to pasture, and in order to see that all
the sheep were there, have you seen the shepherd stand with the
hurdle gate partly open, and each sheep one by one passing by, while
the shepherd with his finger counted them each and all ~ And thus
shall the Lord Jesus Christ, the Shepherd of the flock, count up each
one of us who are His people, on whom is the shepherd's mark, in that
day when He makes up His jewels, His peculiar treasure, in the great
and coming day of account. Now, I say, from personal experience,
that the more a broken-hearted sinner is led by Grace to know and
feel these truths, the more will his affections be weaned from earth, and
these chains and cords which the world too frequently has upon our

536

The Gospel Magazine.

hearts will be snapped asunder and weakened, and we shall sit loosely
to it and all its ways. The more we are enabled to contemplate
Deity, the more we are enabled to meditate, by faith, on the Garden
of Gethsemane, and the hill of Calvary, the more shall we become
short-sighted to all that is in this poor dying world. It is said of David
that he never was so near to God as when he penned Psalm cxxxi. :
" My soul is even as a weaned child."
Well, this is sufficient for the first part of my subject. "And they
shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up
My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him." The text says" I will spare them as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him." "I will spare them." What a blessed
promise that is! We need sparing mercy, for we are verily guilty. He
will spare the Church as a father spareth his son that serveth him.
Now, allow me to refer to a well-known passage in the 103rd Psalm :
"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are
dust." That has often comforted me when in trouble. "There is forgiveness with Thee that Thou mayst be feared." Oh what a sweet
declaration; and it is a secret with those who know God. The rabble
crowd may shout against us, "Antinomianism ! Antinomianism!" but
it is a false charge; the desire of our heart is to serve God. There is no
perfection in the flesh! but every Christian man desires to serve God in
word, thought, and life; with body, soul, and spirit. I do not say that
he always does so, but it is the heart's desire; and when a Christian
finds himself trespassing, a blush of shame covers his face, and he is
humbled in the dust before God, and in his own conscience. The Lord
would not have said, "I will spare them," if we did not need sparing
mercy; but He says, "I will spare them as a man spareth his own son
that serveth him!" There is the desire of the Church, the desire to serve
God; "the desire of our soul is to Thy Name, and to the remembrance
of Thee." The Apostle reminds the Church of her privilege, "Ye are
bought with a price." What is the deduction from that? "Therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's."
There is nothing, so sweet as the service of God. Our Church well
expresses it in one of her Collects, " Thy service is perfect freedom" ;
and there is freedom in nothing else; and we are only free
to obey God, to serve God, as Divine grace "works in us both to
will and to do of His good pleasure." Now if any of you. are tried,
or harassed, or distressed, and if the Lord blesses this statemc~lt
to you, it will give you comfort and ease. If, in your homes, and
in secret solitary prayer, God gives you to feel and know the full
force of this blessed declaration; "I will spare them as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him," it will, it must, melt your
hearts. Man has no free will till God gives it him. "It is God that
worketh in you both to will and to do of His own good pleasure." He
moulds man's will to His own, and brings the mind into a willing
acquiescence with His commands. We are made "willing in the day
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of His power"; we through grace submit to God, and "like as a
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him."
I do not believe that a father ever pitied his dearest child so tenderly
as God has pitied me. I do not believe that a father ever loved his child
so, as the Trinity in Unity and the Unity in Trinity, as God in Christ
has loved, and does love, and will love, every poor sinner, who has been
brought to believe in Jesus to the saving of his soul. John answered
and said, "A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from
heaven"; or as it is in the Greek, "A man can take nothing to
himself."
My preaching to-night will be a useless form unless God send the word
from my tongue with power to your hearts. Do you know anything
of the balances (as a great and good man says) in your experience, as
a child of God-the balance of hope and fear, the balance of comfort
and distress, the balance of weakness and strength, the balance of
darkness and light, the balance of deadness and life 1 Trials, temptations, sorrows, distress, and harassings are. the portion of every child
of God through this wilderness world. But it is the Gospel that gives
us comfort. In Jesus the Church has, and at times enjoys, peace.
Trials, crosses, sorrows, corruptions, etc., are no part of the Gospel, but
they fit the people of God to look and long for and cry for the glad
If you had no trials, no temptations, no
tidings of the Gospel.
enemies, no fears, no harassings, no crosses, no persecutions, no self,
you would not value the Gospel. These are like the dark shading in a
picture, and it is only a skilful artist that can put the bold and dark
strokes, and he does this in order to bring out the fine, and telling,
and effective touches of the pencil. And so the Lord puts the dark
strokes upon our souls. "He shall bring the blind by a way they
know not."
Thus we take courage when reading in Genesis concerning the Israelites of old, " They went forth to go into the land of Canaan, and into
the land of Canaan they came." But how many crosses, how many
trials, how many hindrances, how many ins and outs did they encounter
in their zigzag path; yet the Lord led Israel safely through them all,
and brought them safe into the promised land. And so He will bring
you. You will find many trials, many trouhles, many heart-achings,
many enemies; but, " Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you!
We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love
the brethren." There is the evidence; and they persecuted your
Lord; therefore, marvel not if they also persecute you. "The disciple
is not above his master, nor the servant above his Lord."
Well,-dear brethren, you, I mean, who know that you have been
raised to a hope in your soul, that you are among God's familywhat a mercy it is, amid all the trials of every day's experience, to
anticipate the blessedness of eternity, and to be looking forward to
the day of God, " when," to use the triumphant language of the Apostle,
" this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality." The Lord's words shall then be absolutely
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proved concerning His children: " They shall be Mine, saith the Lord
of hosts, in that day when I make up My Jewels." And, we know
not how soon that period may arrive. Our Lord has told us, that He
will come as a thief in the night. But, mark me, the only preparation
for that day is the Lord Jesus Christ, and our being" in Him!" None
other! Not our work, but His work; not our merits, but His alone;
according to the distinguishing statement by the Apostle Paul, "By
grace ye are saved." Then it is no more of works, otherwise grace is no
more grace. But if of works, then it is no more graee; otherwise
work is no more work." Am I speaking to any here who are astonished
to find themselves brought to believe these things-who can sit and
joyfully hear these things from the pulpit ~ Now, who is it that hath
brought you to submit to these things, and made you believe to the
saving of the soul ~ 'rhere was a time when you would not have sat
and listened to such doctrines as these; but what has delivered you
out of that state ~ Grace! And the same grace that has brought you
to hear, and to enjoy, the faithful preaching of the Gospel, will keep you,
till you are glorified. You cannot separate the two. There is a blessed
passage in Psalm lxxxiv. : " The Lord God is a sun and shield: He will
give grace and glory." That couplet! If you receive grace here,
then you shall receive glory hereafter. You cannot separate them,
I say; they are in union for ever more. "Grace and glory!" Blessed
is the man that trusteth in the Lord," but, "cursed is the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm." If we can say as David
said, " A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand; I had rather
be a doorkeeper in the house of My God than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness," oh, what a blessed portion is ours! For what are these
earthly courts, where now and then the Lord gives us a glimpse of His
face, and ravishes our hearts with His love. What are they, I say,
compared with the rapture which we shall experience when we shall
have entered into the heavenly temple ~ And as surely as the word
before me is the word of the eternal J ehovah, as surely as it stands
written in Malachi iii. 17, so surely shall every vessel of mercy be
brought to realize in his own soul the salvation which is alone in, and
by, and through the blood of Jesus. For" they shall be Mine, saith
the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels." And, do
not forget, child of God, that the service of God is perfect freedom,
and that everything else is misery. Let me again declare that we are
not Antinomians; we do not say " I,et us (\ontinue in sin, that grace
may abound"; but we declare to you, I say, that" This is a faithful
saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they
which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works."
" Careful to maintain good works! " and as careful not in any way to
depend on them as meritorious. The salvation of the soul is by the
merits and work of Jesus Christ alone. "And they shall be Mine,
saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and
I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."
May God bless His Gospel for Christ's sake.
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CONFERENCE.

THE years come and go, yet the Promised One tarries in His coming.
His waiting servants who love His appearing meanwhile forsake not
the assembling of themselves together-which is well-pleasing to
the heart of their absent Redeemer. The forty-seventh Annual Conference of Believers at Clifton, next month, announced in the following
circular, will afford a congenial occasion to those who delight themselves
in the Lord to speak one to another and to exchange thoughts upon
Jehovah's precious name.
THE CIRCULAR.
1909. The forty-seventh Annual Clifton Conference to be held
(God willing) at the Victoria Rooms, on Tuesday and Wednesday,
October 5th and 6th. Subject:PRIESTHOOD:
(a) OF CHRIST; (b) OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST.
Outline of Conference Meetings, etc.-Tuesday, October 5th, at
11 a.m. and 7.0 p.m., addresses on "The Priesthood of Christ." Wednesday, October 6th, at 11.0 a.m. and 7.0 p.m., addresses on "The
Priesthood of Believers in Christ." Thursday, October 7th, at 7.0
p.m., Conference Sermon and Lord's Supper.
SOME SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.
" Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus."-Heb. iii. 1.
"Called of God an High Priest after the Order of Melchisedek.
Of whom we have many things to say."_Heb. v. 10, 11.
" Such an High Priest became us, Who is holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners."-Heb. vii. 26.
"This Man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable
[or intransrnissible] Priesthood."-Heb. vii. 24.
" And He shall be a Priest upon His throne."-Zech. vi. 13.
" Having an High Priest over the House of God, let us draw near
with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water."Heb. x. 21, 22.
" And hath made us Kings and Priests unto God and His Father."
-Rev. i. 6.
"An Holy Priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ."-l Pet. ii. 5.
"But ye are a chosen generation, a Royal Priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of
Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light."
-1 Pet. ii. 9.
" Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear; for our God is a consuming fire."-Heb. xii.
28, 29.
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" And His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face;
and His Name shall be in their foreheads."-Rev. xxii. 3, 4.
"These are they whieh came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the IJamb.
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night
in His temple: and He that sitteth upon the throne shall dwell among
them."-Rev. vii. 14, 15.
3. BERKELEY SQUARE, CLIFTON,
BRISTOL, August, 1909.
My BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST,-For the thirtieth time it is my great privilege to invite you
to the Conference, whieh the late Rev. SAMUEL ABRAHAM WALKER
was providentially len to originate at Clifton, 47 years ago. It is
with a profound sense of the lovingkindness and forbearance of our
God that I review the long period during which He has deigned to
associate me with these hallowed gatherings. His sparing mercies
are indeed great. This impression is deepened when I look around and
mark how few of God's servants now remt\in whose loving reque:-;t,
in 1880, prevailed on me to act as the Convener of the Conference.
Their presence on our platform from year to year, their faithful
witnesship for the pure Truth of God, and their brotherly words of
encouragement, cheered me not a little in the discharge of my arduous
duties-a privilege to be valued among the chief of God's tokens for
good in connection with these gatherings. Even during the past year
one and another of our old Conference friends have left us for their
heavenly home, among them my much-beloved brother and fellowworker, Mr. F. J. McBayne, who for many years, in succession to
Colonel Newbolt and Colonel Molesworth, assisted me in the management of the financial affairs of the Conference. "The memory of
the just is blessed." May the thinning of the ranks of God's faithful
witnesses and servants stimulate in us who remain a little longer an
increasing zeal for the glory of our Lord and Master, and of selfdevotion to the cause of His precious truth.
The proceedings of the coming Conference will, please God, occupy
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, October 5th, 6th, and 7ththe first two days in the Victoria Rooms, for the consideration of
the selected subject, and the last day when the Communion Service
will be held and the Conference Sermon preached at the Memorial
Church, Victoria Square (by the kind permission of Canon Head,
Vicar of Clifton).
In choosing a Scripture topic for the 47th Conference, my mind has
reverted to a subject that vie considered some twenty-eight years
ago. During the considerable period which has since elapsed the
deadly errors of a spurious SacerdotalisJn have, alas, perilously spread
in our midst, and it has become more than ever important that the
teaching of the inspired Scriptures on the subject of
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PRIESTHOOD
should be clearly and intelligently understood by professing Christians
in all the churches. In dependence on the promised tuition of the
Holy Spirit, it is proposed, then, that this revealed truth shall occupy
the attention of the forthcoming Convention, and that it shall be
considered under two fundamental heads:(1) "THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST"; and
(2) "THE PRIESTHOOD OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST."
The Priesthood of the incarnate Son of God is mediatorial in character,
while that of all true believers in Him is spiritual and ministerial.
The Priesthood of Christ-as it is "after the order of Melchisedek"
-is essentially benedictory in its nature, is incommunicable, and eternal.
Believers in Him are "a chosen generation, a Royal Priesthood, a
holy nation, a peculiar people," whose chief function is to "shew
forth the praises of Him Who hath called them out of darkness into
His marvellous light" "a Holy Priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." This New Testament
Priesthood is the heritage of all grace-saved sinners alike. It therein
differs from earth's ecclesiastical priesthoods, which are merely conferred
by the will of man on some clique, caste, or party, that they may be
exalted above their mortals fellows-the "initiated," possessed of
supernatural gifts, powers, and prerogatives to act as mediators between
God and men. Are we not wise, then, brethren, in assembling ourselves together in these apostate times to exhort one another to " stand
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free," lest the yoke
of ecclesiastical bondage again entangle us? The honour and rights
of our Great High Priest are impeached, ignored and denied by
latter-day Sacerdotalism. Thus, loyalty to Him dem'1nds that we
bear united, uncompromising testimony agaim'\t the usurpation of
His supreme Sacerdotal prerogatives, and faithfully re-assert His
Divine official claims.
May the consecrating unction of the Spirit of Truth rest richly on
those who speak to us in the proposed assemblies on these blessed
themes, and may their lips be evidently touched with "a li re coal
from off the altar "-verily a coal which shall have fed to the full on
the efficacious, accepted sacrifice of our adorable Redeemer and
Advocate with the Father. May the hearts of God's dear children
who attend the Conference, as hearers, be powerfully and sensibly
prepared to receive strength, refreshment, and encouragement under
the spoken Word. Above all, may the testimony borne to revealed
Truth be unto God Himself" a sweet savour of Christ" (2 Cor. ii. 14),
for then He will be glorified and His dear people be edified.
"Brethren, pray for us."
.
I am, my dear Friends, with much love in the Lord, ever yours to
serve, for His sake,
J AMES ORMISTON,
Rector ot St. Mary-le-port, Bristol.
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[NOTES.] "

1. PRELIMINARY PRAYER MEETINGS.-Our local friends will kindly
note that Meetings for Prayer will be held at the Victoria Rooms (D.V.)
on the three Friday Evenings preceding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock,
viz., September 17th and 24th, and October 1st. There will also be
a Meeting for Prn.yer on Monday Evening, October 4th., at 7.30 o'clock,
to ask the Lord's blessing on ourselves and others, and that, as the
fruit of the Conference, God's work in and through us may be
abundantly prospered.
2. EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGs.-An Early Morning Prayer
Meeting (at 7.0 o'clock) will be held at the Victoria Rooms on each of
the two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be closed not
later than 8.0 a.m. The presence of the Lord's" remembrancers "
at these meetings is specially desired.
3. BIBLE READINGS.-A Bible Reading will be conducted at 3
o'clock on the Tuesday and Wednesday. (Particulars hereafter.)
4. AFTERNOON MEETINGs.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the
principal meetings will be devoted to Bible Readings, Prayer Meetings,
Home and Foreign Missionary Addresses, and to other efforts for the
furtherance of the Lord's Work throughout the world.
5. REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING must in all cases be
authenticated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous
communications cannot, for obvious rea,sons, be recognised. The name
of the sender ·.. . ill, of COUl'Ee, be treated confidentially. All communications should be addressed :-" To the Convener of the Clifton
Conferenr,e, 3, Berkeley Sqnar~, Clifton, BristoL"
6. THE LORD'S RUPPER.-At 70 '/clock on Thursday Evening,
October 7th, a Special Communion Service will be held and the Conference Sermon preached at the Memorial Church, Victoria Square.
(Particulars hereafter.)
7. HYMN BOOKS.-Copies of the Hymns used at all the meetings
will be on sale at the doors, price one penny.
8. RESERVED SEATs.-Friends desirous of securing Reserved Seats
(Stalls) for the four Conference Meetings can obtain tickets, price
2s. 6d. each, on application (by post or personally) to the Hall-keeper,
Mr. MONTGOMERY, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan of the
Seats is now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are ready,
and early application, to prevent disappointment, is advised.
9. PROPOSED REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE.-A full Report of the
Conference, the Addresses being revised by the speakers, will be
published (price One Shilling) if written orders (not money) be left at
the doors of the Victoria Rooms during the Conference, or sent to
The Printers, The Carlyle Press, 52, Park Row, Bristol, for not fewer
than 700 copies. Printed Order Forms may be obtained at the Bookstall.
EXPENSES OF THE CONl~ERENcE.-The total expenses amount to
about £60. No collectwns are made at the meetings, but boxes are

".

The Gospet Magazme.

543

placed at the doors to receive the willing offerings of those who value
the privileges of the Conference. The Convener and several local
friends also receive Donations. "Freely ye have received, freely
give" (Matt. x. 8). Should there be any balance of funds after paying
the expenses of the Conference, it will be applied to help the undenominational work of the" Unitpd Bristol Mission,"
*** All communications having reference to the Conference should
be addressed to-The CONVENER of Clifton Conference, 3, Bel'keley
Square, Clifton, Bristol.
THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXXVII.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 475.)
WE have now come to the fifth Covenant-administration under the
Old Testament-that with David, which continued until the captivity,
when the last Covenant-dispensation of promise (Jer. xxxii. 36-44)
coincided with the fall of his temporal succession. The cessation of
the temporal glories of his dynasty became a preparation for the
spiritual and everlasting kingdom of Jesus Immanuel, of whom David
and Solomon were the most eminent types, and unto Whom the
prophecies of Isaiah and Micah (v. 1-5), that belong to the royal period,
so directed every gracious hope (Acts xv. 14-18), It will be remembered that five appears to be the mystical number of redemption, and
in the Psalms of David, that were the Messiah's hymnbook, and that
everywhere, therefore, speak not only of Him, but the very words of
His heart, there are five several books. The six administrations of the
Eternal Covenant under the Old Testament, that were all necessarily
dispensations of promise and were preparatory to the seventh or better
Covenant, which was a covenant of perfection and fulfilled them all,
may be thus named. The first, revealed at the Fall, was the fundamental administration of promise in " the Seed of the woman." The
second, with Noah, was the ministration of hope, the seal of which was
" the bowin the cloud in the day of rain." The third, with Abraham,
became that of faith. The fourth, in the dispensation of the Law,
bore the indelible signature of the Divine Holiness. The fifth, with
David, contains pre-eminently the revelation of the Divine Love in
Christ, the true David, for David's name which signifies" the Beloved,"
is given in the Song of Songs (i. 14; ii. 8-10, etc.) to Him, Who
redeemed us, Who is the Well-beloved of the Father and the anointed
King of Love, and the words of an old writer are true of that holiest
Canticle: "This Canticle the anointing of grace only teaches, and
experience alone makes the soul familiar with it. It is not a voice
from the mouth, but the gladness of the heart; not the sounding of
the lips without, but the impulse and movement of joys within; not
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a concert of words, but of wills moving in spiritual harmony. Only
she who sings and He in whose honour it is sung, that is, the Bride
and the Heavenly Bridegroom, hear the accents of this song." The
sixth administration with the returned captivity is of freedom and
deliverance, introducing the seventh dispensation, that of the Holy
Ghost under the better Covenant (Ezek. xxxvi. 24-38, xxxvii. 1-14).
Our devout author well expresses the spiritual endowments of
David, "the man after God's heart," the prophet and anointed king,
and " the sweet Psalmist of Israel."
" His name is thought to have been at first imposed by God's special
Providence, as by the signification and event thereof may be collected.
David, a Hebrew name, is derived from DOD, beloved. Whence
David signifies Beloved. He was so beloved of God, that God counted
him a man after His own heart. God calls him: My Chosen, My
Servant, My King, My Firstborn, higher than the Kings of the earth.
He is styled: "The man who was raised upon high, the Anointed of
the God of Jacob, and the sweet Psahnist of Israel."
"His descent or pedigree was: Immediately, from J esse, of the
tribe of .Judah ; mediately, from Abraham, in the fourteenth generation. He was J esse's seventh and youngest son. He was born in
Bethlehem, a town in the tribe of Judah within the land of Canaan;
whereupon it is called the City of David and the town of Bethlehem
where David was.
" His qualifications were eminent, whether natural or spiritual. He
was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look
to. Cunning in playing on the harp, and a mighty valiant man, and
a man of war, and prudent in matters (or in speech), and a comely
person, and the Lord was with him. But, above all, his spiritual
endowments and qualifications excelled; he was effectually acquainted
with God in his youth; he had much knowledge of Jesus Christ's
Incarnation, of His Prophetical, Priestly, and Kingly Sufferings and
Afflictions, of His Death, Burial, Resurrection, Ascension into Heaven,
and Session at God's Right Hand in highest majesty. He had much
sweet fellowship with the Holy Ghost, raising up his spirit to sweet
contemplations, heavenly ejaculations, fervent prayers, seraphical
praises, and affections towards God and all His ways. His faith was
victorious over all worldly difficulties and oppositions; his love to his
God was wholly transcendent, prizing nothing in earth, no, nor in
heaven, like unto Him alone; his panting desires, thirstings and
longings after Him were restless and unsatisfied; his zeal to Him, to
His house, to His word and law, to His worship and ordinances, to His
Church's prosperity, and to the whole welfare of true religion, was
most ardent and intensive.
He was upright in his personal,
domestical, ecclesiastical, and political capacity; he was a sincere
lover of his very enemies, though a vehement hater of the enemies of
God. In a word, he was of a holy, heavenly disposition in his whole
conversation, having heaven in his heart, and his heart in heaven.
" His offices, which God gave him, were two high offices: (1) He
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was a holy Prophet in the Church, a penman of most of those sweet
heart-ravishing Psalms according to the inscription of the Holy Ghost.
He said, ' The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His word was in my
tongue.' He prophetically foretold many things very punctually
touching Jesus Christ. God anointed him king by Samuel the prophet,
more privately in the presence of his father and brethren at Bethlehem,
when he was about twenty-three years old; and the Spirit of the Lord
came upon David from that day forward. The men of Judah upon the
death of King Saul came and anointed him king the second time over
Judah in Hebron, when he was thirty years old; and he reigned over
Judah seven years and five months. All the elders of Israel anointed
him the third time King over all Israel in Hebron, over whom he
reigned in Jerusalem thirty-three years. In all, forty years. David
in this his kingly office was a singular type of Christ."
Now, the Covenant-administration with David would seem peculiarly dedicated to the Son of God, to whom belong all the royalties
of grace (Acts ii. 25-36, xiii. 22, 34-37, xv. 7). Is He not the Prince
of Peace and the blessed King of Love, of Whose kingdom of gracewhich is within the renewed soul-there is a constant remembrance in the Psalms (xx., xlv., lxxii., lxxxix.), in the Canticles of
Solomon also, and in the prophecies which belong to this period
(Isa. xl.-lx.) ~ It is most sadly true that He is a King once thorncrowned and crucified, pre-eminent in His sorrow as in His glory (Ps.
cxxxii. 1; Matt. vi. 29), and still rejected. But this makes Him
infinitely more loved and honoured by those whose faith confesses Him
Jesus Ohrist by a threefold anointing, and who have been " delivered
from the kingdom of darkness and translated into His kingdom"
(Col. i. 13). Faith loves to name Him Jesus Ohrist, and to hear Him
saying, not only to Pilate, "Thou sayest that I am a King," but in
the heart, subdued by the sovereignty of grace to His allegiance (Ps.
ex. 2, 3). None can truly call Him" the Ohrist of God" without this
confession of His kingly right and honour. That high name can only
be worthily used by those who confess Him to be King and Lord to
the glory of God the Father (Acts ii. 36; 1 Cor. xii. 3), and who are
themselves His spiritual subjects; the people redeemed by His most
precious Blood unto His obedience.
Under the Mosaic Covenant, the Eternal Father became Self-revealed
through the mediation of the Angel of the Covenant; not a created
angel, no, not though of the highest archangelic order, but the eternallybegotten and Uncreated Son (Ex. xxxiii. 2, xxxv. 9-10). But that
mediation was veiled with the types and shadows" of good things to
come."
In the Covenant-administration with the Captivity, the Spirit of
life was promised under the true David, the Prince and Shepherd of
the true Israel (Ezek. xxxiv. 23-31). But in this royal Covenant with
David, it is Jesus, the co-eternal Son, who is most evidently seen-in
the humility of His human birth, as " the Branch out of the stem of
J esse" (Ps. cxxxii. 1, 6; Isa. xi. 1, 2); in the humiliation and meekness
35
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of His rejected life and ministry, as the" Root out of a dry ground"
(Iso.. liii. 1-4); in the sorrows and wounds of His sweet death and
passion (Ps. xxii., xxxv., lxix., cix., ex.; Iso.. liii. 5-12). He is also
revealed in the majesty and power of His Resurrection and Ascension
(Ps. xvi., xxiv., xlvii., lvii., lxviii. 18; Iso.. lii. 13-15); in the kingly
right of His mediation, as "a Priest upon His throne" (Ps. xxii.,
ex. 2, 3); and in the glory of His Advent to judge the quick and dead
(Iso.. xxxiii. 13-24). This royal administration of the Eternal Covenant
had, in entire agreement with its distinctive character, no typical
additions of worship, only the ampler and more glorious ornaments
and sacred vessels of the Temple, and it is to be carefully remarked
that the ark of the Covenant, the throne of God in grace, with the
incense-altar, and the brazen altar of sacrifice remained single. If the
candlestick and the shewbread table were multiplied, as emblematic of
the enlarged glory of mystical revelation and grace in the Davidic
dispensation, the mercy-seat and throne of the Eternal grace, the
golden incense altar also, and the sacrificial altar of brass must remain
in their singleness, for these testified not of Christ in His manifestation
to and His indwelling by the Word and Spiritr-the Light and Bread of
Life-in the Church, but of Him in His Personal mediation, which
abides the same in virtue and merit under all the dispensations of the
One Everlasting Covenant. He, the Mediator, whom" the God of
Peace brought again from the dead through the blood of the ever'asting
Covenant," is said in that very chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews
to be "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday (under the Covenants of hope
and promise), to day (in the New or Better Covenant), and for ever"
(Heb. xiii. 8, 20). The increase and enlargement of certain vessels of
the temple were yet not suffered to magnify the spiritual consequence
of the typical and ceremonial, for the very Psalms of the temple service
plQinly withdrew the contemplation from the symbolic and material to
the antitypical and spiritual signified under them (Ps. xl. 6-10, li.
16, 17, lxix. 30-32).
It will be, perhaps, best if we first, and in this paper, consider David
as a type of Christ, Who is the King of glory, the Mediator of the
Eternal Covenant, and the Anointed Head of the redeemed Church,
reserving for a second and concluding paper upon the Davidic Covenant
its ministration through Christ, presignified, with David personally
and with all who are of David's spiritual faith. Yet these two federal
relations-the typical and the spiritual-are not infrequently so
intimately united in the same psalm that it becomes difficult to
distinguish them. They become one chord of truth, in which there
may be heard beating two pulses of relation. Such is the 40th Psalm;
whereas, in the great psalm of the Passion, the 22nd, which begins
with the cry of desolation from the broken heart, and which tells of
the pierced hands and wounded feet of the Divine Sufferer-the Victim
of Golgotha-there is nothing of David personal, nor is the voice of
the Church heard at all. The voice is to the glorious end-" that He
hath done" (equivalent to the" It is finished" of John's Gospel)-the
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Voice of the Crucified, in Whom the righteousness of God is manifested,
and through Whom "He. can be just and yet justify everyone that
believeth."
The interweaving, however, in the same inspired Psalms of the words
of Christ and the Church, so that they are hard to distinguish, is a
precious token of the oneness from all Eternity in the Covenant of life
and peace of the Head with the Body mystical, of the One Shepherd
with the flock, of the Heavenly Bridegroom with the elect Bride.
This, indeed, is very evidently seen in the Song of Songs in some of its
spiritual visions.
The principal scriptures which expressly affirm David's typical
relation to our Lord are: 2 Sam. vii. 19, xxiii. 1-5; Ps. lxxii., lxxxix.,
with other royal and Messianic Psalms, especially Ps. xx. and cX.-as
interpreted by the infallible authority of our Lord, Who has set His
seal, in Matt. xxii. 44, upon the truth of the inspired title-and
cxxxii. The prophetic words of Isa. ix. 6, 7, xi. 1-10, Iv. 3; Amos
ix. 11, quoted by St. Peter in Acts xv. 16 as fulfilled in the postPentecostal times, and Micah v. 1-2, also belong to this royal period
of David's succession.
Let these testimomes be briefly examined in detail: (1) 2 Sam.
Yii. 19: It is in the mysterious expression-" And is this the manner
of men, 0 Lord God 1 "-that, without, indeed, excluding the general
promise to David of the future exaltation of his house and throne for
{lver, the Messianic relation lies. Our devout author would give
the words only an intention of Covenant-sweetness, of inward communion and fellowship "after the manner of man with man." But,
:surely, there must be more than this, for it will be remembered how
many of the most precious prophecies of Christ partook, particularly
in the more ancient books of the Old Testament, of an obscurity of
utterance'that agrees with the character of that earlier revelation;
e.g., Gen. iii. 15, xlix. 10; Ex. xvii. 16..
The rendering of Luther-" This is the law of the Man, who is also
the Lord God "-may seem forbidden by the fact that" the ancient
versions regard the words, '0 Lord God' as a vocative." But they
may be translated, "This is the law of the Man, 0 Lord God," and
they are thus parallel with those in 1 Chron. xviii. 17-" Thou hast
regarded me according to the estate of the man of high degree," for
David's Son is also David's Lord, the Last Adam, and the Lord from
JIeaven.
Wordsworth's note is of great interest, though it gives a slightly
different intention to the sense of the words :-" Thou hast looked upon
me according to the estate." Heb. tor, a difficult word. It seems to be
an abbreviation for torah, law, which is found in the parallel place in
2 Sam. vii. 19.
It is said that there is no other example of the word tor so used.
But the word tor occurs in Esther ii. 12, 15, where it is rendered turn,
.and in Cant. i. 10,11, where it is rendered row and border; and those
;seem to be occurrences of the same word, in a slightly modified sense
(Comp. Hengst. Christol. on 2 Sam. vii. 19).
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The meaning of the sentence is clear, especially when placed in
juxtaposition with the parallel passage in Samuel. There David asks,
"Is this the law of Adam, 0 Lord God ~" Hast Thou been so graciously pleased to modify the law, by which Adam and his posterity
are condemned to decay, and hast Thou condescended to give to me,
who am a feeble mortal, a promise of perpetuity and dominion ~ This
is what is said in Samuel; and here it is added, " Thou hast regarded
me according to the Law" (not of Adam in his weakness, but) "of
the Man" (ha-Adam) "of high degree." (Comp. Vulg. " Fecisti me
spectabilem super omnes homines"; and Schmidt, " Thou hast regarded
me according to the state of that Exalted One.")
When we take the two sayings of David together, as related in
Samuel, and in this place, and when we remember that David was a
prophet, and foresaw that Christ would come of his seed, as the Holy
Spirit testifies by St. Peter on the Day of Pentecost (Acts ii. 30), we
are authorized to believe that David contrasted his state of weakness
and abasement in the first Adam, with his condition of power and glory
in the Second Adam; and that in a divine transport of love and thankfulness for God's assurance of perpetuity of duration and dominion to
his seed, he exclaimed, "Is this the law of Adam, 0 Lord God, that
Thou hast exalted me to the condition of the Man of high <iegree ~ "
I am by nature of the earth, earthy; but Thou hast made me of the
heaven, heavenly. In me the two Adams meet together. By nature
I am in the first Adam, but of me is " the Lord from heaven" (1 Cor.
xv. 47), and by Him I am exalted to heavenly glory.
This interpretation is illustrated by David's own language concerning
man, made a little lower than the angels in Adam, but crowned with
glory and honour far greater than theirs in Christ. "What is man,
that Thou so regardest him ~ or the son of man, that Thou visitest
him ~" (See Ps. viii. 5, 6; and on Heb. ii. 6, 7.) And it is also
explained by our Lord's teaching concerning Himself as David's Son
and David's Lord (Matt. xxii. 45), and declaring Himself to be both
the Root and Offspring of David (Rev. v. 5, xxii. 16). The present
revelation of God to David was a prelude to the Evangelic declaration"The Word was made flesh" (John i. 14), and the Apostolic assertion,
" Jesus Christ, our Lord, was made of the seed of David according to
the flesh" (Rom. i. 3; comp. 2 Tim. ii. 8).
The interpretation is made more certain by the comparison of the
words in the 21st verse-" For Thy word's sake, and according to
Thine own heart "-with the corresponding words in 1 Chron. xvii. 19" For Thy servant's sake, and according to Thine own heart "-which
the Targum paraphrases, "For the sake of Thy Messiah," who is
confessed to be the Essential Word of the Father in our Christian
faith.
2. 2 Sam. xxiii. 1-4. These last words of David are most evidently
Messianic. Our author very sweetly says: "They are called David's
last words. Now these are the last words of David. Not touching
secular things, but touching spiritual. Or, His last words, because
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they contain that which David has in his mouth to his last and dying
day. These last words are, for the general nature of them, a Psalm;
David's Last Psalm; David's comfortable Covenant-Psalm; his
swanlike Song. It is made up of Prophecy, Doctrine, and Comfort;
and, therefore, is a Psalm partly prophetical, partly doctrinal, partly
consolatory. Wherein David sweetly comforts himself by the doctrine
and nature of God's Covenant with him in Christ, which prophetically
promises God's building of David's house and Kingdom in Jesus Christ
most gloriously and perpetually."
And he exclaims, " Remove Christ from David's house, and where is
the Eternity of this kingdom or of this Covenant, 'ordered in all
things and sure' ? "
These farewell words are introduced by a Hebrew word, which has
in its archaic form-possessing a mystery of its own-an intimate
relation to Divine inspiration; "David, the son of Jesse, said;" "the
sweet Psalmist of Israel said." May the double use of this mystic
word intend the two Natures in Him, Who is David's Son and yet
David's Lord, God and Man, One Christ? Of the word even Gesenius
allows that "by far the most frequent use is of the part. pass.
constr. in this phrase, "The Voice of Jehovah," or "so hath
Jehovah revealed" (Heb. Lex. p. 534). In these last words David
speaks of himself according to the lowliness of his birth, "the son of
J esse," and Jesus Immanuel, the King of Love, 'is called by the prophet
"the Root out of the stem of Jesse," and" the Branch out of his
roots" (Isa. xi. 10), and of Him, the Prince of Peace, it is written (Isa.
ix. 6,7), "Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it,
and to establish it with judgment and with justice, from henceforth
even for ever." Even as it is here said, "the Man who was raised up
on high," and" He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the
fear of God," This is paraphrased by the Targum, " The Judge hath
said that He would appoint to me a King, who is the Messiah, who
shall arise and rule in the fear cif the Lord."
Thus the last words of David, the son of Jesse, unite those of Isaiah
(xi. 2-5) :-" The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; but
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for
the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And
righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle
of his reins"; with those of the Apostle (Phil. ii. 9-11) : "Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above
every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father."
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Now David, the Anointed of the Lord, was anointed three times":
more privately by Samuel (1 Sam. xvi. 12-13); again, over the house
of Judah, openly (2 Sam. ii. 4); and, yet a third time, over the whole
people (2 Sam. v. 17). Is not this typical of Him Whose anointing is
not only in itself threefold as our Prophet, Priest, and King, but from
eternity in the secret and hidden purposes of the Father and in the
Covenant of peace (Ps. ii. 6, xx. 6, cxxxii. 17); and in time at His
Incarnation in Bethlehem of Judah (Isa. xlii. 1-4, lxi. 1-3; Luke
iv. 16-22); and, again, at His baptism at Jordan (John iii. 34) ~
David is " the sweet Psalmist of Israel," or, according to the Hebrew,
" the pleasant" or " the acceptable one in the Psalms." The inspired
titles of most of the Divine hymns of the Holy Ghost contain a dedication to our Lord, as the" Chief Musician "-by derivation, " one who
is shining," or " pre-eminent," and hence" one who leads in the Templemusic" (1 Chron. xv. 21).
In the faithful use of the PsalmE-, happily continued in the reformed
Churches of England and Scotland, the renewed and gracious heart
makes melody not only to the Lord, but even-a high and holy privilege
indeed I-with the Lord, for the Psalms are the very" Word of Christ"
(Col. iii~ 16), which no uninspired words can be. This, besides the
infinite interval that must separate the inspired from the uninspired,
gives and yields to the Psalms their uno.pproachable sweetness and
glory. They sing-and how often He Himself sings in them I-of His
Passion-sorrows, of His Resurrection and Ascension, of the fruit of His
Death in the Mission of the Comforter and the call of the Gentiles, and
of His Second Advent. In this sense our Lord, being risen, Who is the
sweet Psalmist of Israel, opened the inward meaning of the Psalms
upon the way to Emmaus (Luke xxiv. 44). To the gracious soul
Christ is constantly present in the Psalms:
'.these" last words of David," the sweet Psalmist of Israel, who, in
the Song of loves-the betrothal hymn of the Church to her Lordsings, "My tongue is the pen of a ready writer" (Ps. xlv. 1), have
inscribed upon them the signature of the holy and blessed Trinitythe God of Israel, the Eternal Father; the Rock of Israel, the Eternal
Son; and the Co-Eternal Spirit ;-the One Eternal Unity. They bear
the Triune superscription with all clearness of revelation. "The
words inserted in italics," says Bishop Wordsworth, "in the Authorized
Version in these three verses would be better omitted. These verses
contain the sum of David's faith and hope, the kernel of all the Messianic
Psalms. .
" David has a vision of Christ, and he thus describes what he sees.
In his spiritual ecstacy he pours forth his utterances with vehemence
and brevity, and with characteristic abruptness he omits verbs, and in
the vigorous language of nouns he declares the character of the Divine
Person, Whom he beholds. He takes, as it were, the trumpet of
prophecy in his hands, and lifts up his voice, as a herald of the Messiah,
and proclaims the attributes and prerogatives of the Judge and King,
Whose Coming he beholds.

.(""
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" These verses may thus be translated :, A Ruler over men, Righteous;
One who ruleth in the fear of God.'
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" The best comment on them is Jeremiah xxiii. 5, 6 :'Behold, the days come, saith the Lord,
That I will raise unto David a righteous Branch,
And a King shall reign and prosper,
And shall execute judgment and justice in the earth,·
And this is His name whereby He shall be called, 'The~Lord ~our
Righteousness.'
.,
•
Compare Ps. Ixii. 2, Isa. xi. 1-4:, and Zech. ix. 9."
How divinely beautiful are the words which follow :". . . As the light of the morning, when the sun tiseth,
Even a morning without clouds;
As the tender grass springing out of the earth by· clear shining
after rain."
They have a full consent and unison with the Messianic prophet,
Malachi (iii. 1, and iv. 7) :" Unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of Righteousne88 arise
with healing in His wings."
And with the hymns of the Nativity also (Luke i. and ii.) : "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and
redeemed His people,
And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of His
servant David ;
As He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets, which have been
since the world began:
That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all
that hate us ;
To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember His
holy covenant;
The oath which he sware to our father Abraham;
I
That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the
hand of our enemies might serve Him without fear,
'In holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of our life.
F'- And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou
shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways;
To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of
their sins,
Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the daysprin~ from
on high hath visited us,
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace."
" A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel."
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And yet those words, which tell of the everlasting Covenant," ordered
in all things and sure," rather imply than distinctly declare, how the
hir morning of Bethlehem must become shadowed over with the midnight of Golgotha, and the tender grass of the Manhood be beaten down
with the thunder-rain of the Curse (Cant. v. 2), that, in the clear shining
of the Resurrection, the words of the royal Psalm may be fulfilled to
our poor souls :"He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers
that water the earth" (Ps. lxxii. 6).
How pathetic are the closing words of David:"He is all my salvation, and all my desire,
Although He make it not to grow."
Well could the son of Jesse have struck his harp to the song, which
follows the prophecy of the Branch that should grow out of his roots
(Isa. xi. 1):
"In that d,~y thou shalt s~y, 0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though
Thou wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou
comfortedst me.
. "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for
the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; He also is become my
salvation" (Isa. xii. 1, 2).
Dr. Kennicott (" State of the Hebrew Text," i. p. 468) has given a
reading from an ancient MS. of the Old Testament-and the strange
rendering of these words in the LXX would seem corroborative :" As the light of the morning shall arise
Jehovah, the Sun."
Of the royal Psalms it must suffice to say that they constantly look
far beyond the days of David to the true King. In no other sense can
the words be understood of Ps. ii. 6 :" Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion."
and of Ps. xviii. 49, 50, with which Rom. xv. 9 must be compared;
and of Ps. xlv. 6, 7 :" Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre.
"Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God,
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows."
In which last verse" God" would seem most probably a vocative, " 0
God,"-a clear testimony to the Godhead of the Eternal Son: and of
Ps. lxi. 6:"Thou wilt prolong the king's life: and his years to manY.generations."
To which Heb. vii. 15-24 is to be paralleled; and of Ps.lxxii., lxxxix.
29 and 36, xcix. 1-4.
Psalm ex. is a glorious prophecy of Him Who is exalted as the
Priest-King to give repentance and remission of sin to all, for whom
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He has made atonement. It is His also to quicken and to renew the
will by the Spirit of life and grace. "Thy people," given into the
broken Hands of Thy redeeming love and power in the Covenant of
everlasting mercy, "shall be willing in the day," not of creature-faith
or power, but "of Thy power" (Ps. lxviii. 18; John i. 13). The
weakness of His sin-atoning Death (2 Cor. xiii. 4) has obtained so true
a redemption (Matt. i. 21, xxviii. 18), that He has not only redeemed
His flock and people from the curse of sin, but purchased also for them
all the necessary gifts of quickening unto faith in the Spirit. Thus He
" is able to save to the uttermost."
The 10th Article of the Church of England is most truly accordant
with Holy Scripture, however departed from by thousands who are yet
quite content to reap the temporal benefits of the Church to whose
Articles they have falsely subscribed. It is much to be regretted
that the Articles are not printed in the front of the Book of Common
Prayer, where they might be seen and read!
In this High-Priestly Psalm (the 110th) there is a revelation of our
Lord's threefold glory as Prophet, Priest, and King. He is the Prophet,
Who only can teach the heart by His living Word and Spirit; He is
the High Priest after the order of Melchisedek; and the King, the rod
and sceptre of Whose strength goes forth out of Zion. And this Psalm
of the oath unites the Davidic administration of the Eternal Covenant
with that of Abraham (Gen. xxii. 16; Ps. cviii. 9, 10); and with the
New or Better Covenant (Luke i. 73; Heb. vi. 13, 14).
What infinite and everlasting consolation is given by this Divine
oath to all the children of the Covenant. This is their one anchoragethe everlasting love and mercy of God to them in Christ, Who is called
as its whole substance" the Covenant," and not only to the Jew, but to
us Gentiles, also in Isa. xlii. 6, xlix. 6 and 8. To them belong all the
Covenant-purposes of Eternal Love, all the Covenant-promises, and
" the Blood of the everlasting Covenant." Our Lord's own ascription
of this Psalm to David confirms the inspiration of the titles, and confounds the thinly disguised infidelity of the" higher criticism."
In Ps. cxxxii. the Davidic Covenant is intimately associated with
the tabernacle and the Sinaitic economy, under which David himself
was nurtured-an incontestable proof that that dispensation was one
of faith and promise, pre-signifying Christ and the Better Covenant.
Ephratah is the Bethlehem of the Evangelists. "The field of the
wood," where also the Ark of the Covenant is found, may mystically
intend Calvary, where the Church finds Him, Who is the citron tree of
golden fruit. So Solomon represents the Church as sitting in His
shadow (Cant. ii. 3), Who is " the fairest of all the trees of the wood,"
the true Tree of Life, crucified upon the awful tree of the cl.p:se.
Berridge's loveliest hymn is written of this Tree (" Zion's Songs," 5).
If it is objected that the Ark was never at Bethlehem Ephratah, and
that" the field of the wood" must be Kirjath-Jearim, it may be
replied that the obscurity of the allusion-Kirjath-Jearim, meaning
re;111y " the city of the woods "-may be intentional, in order that the
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type may be lost sight of in the Anti-type. The 10th to the 14th
verses of Ps. cxxxii. strike the same chord as the 89th Psalm, and
the Psalm unites its voice with the Song of Zacharias (Luke i. 67-69).
It prophesies of the universal priesthood of all who have fled to the
Divine Mercy-seat. It testifies to the typical relation between the
ark of the Covenant and the lamp and shewbread table in the sanctuary.
It identifies Him, Who is the Light of Life and the illumination and
sustenance of the saints, with the Anointed One, the Horn of David.
And this Jesus Immanuel is the budding Rod of Aaron, preserved
within the Holiest, though He is higher than Aaron, of His own Order
of Priesthood, the Order of Melchizedek, being the King of Righteousness, and the Priest, Who is " the Most High God." He is the crowned
incense-Altar in His prevailing Intercession, and it is very sweetly
implied that the living priesthood of grace-His members mysticalare" the poor in spirit" (Matt. v. 3).
In the Passion Psalms of the Crucified it is also said, and how often!
that the gentle King of Love has His heart ever going· forth towards
the poor and needy:" The meek shall eat and be satisfied" (Ps. xxii. 26).
" The humble shall see this, and be glad: and your heart shall live
that seek God.
" For the Lord heareth the poor, and despiseth not His prisoners"
(Ps. lxix. 32-3).
" He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their
prayer" (Ps. cii. 17).
The same truth is uttered in the royal Psalms. In the 72nd Psalm
it is almost indeed as if Jesus were sitting on the Mount of the Beatitudes, and saying, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of Heaven."
Isa. Iv. 3. This prophecy of the sure mercies of David, which
belongs to the royal period, reveals the widening of the Covenantrevelation from the limitations, in which it W'l,S held among the Jewish
people. It follows suitably, therefore, upon the: 54th chapter of
Isaiah, which contains the sorrowful lamentation of that ancient
Church, made desolate ;-the lamentation, prophetically uttered, of
those who were the faithful remnant after the rejection by Zion of her
King. By the mediation of the Divine Sufferer of the 53rd chapter
the true faith shall not perish in the ruins of the Jewish polity. It
shall be increased and glorified in the call of the Gentiles. Instead
of the briars and thorns of the old heathenism shall come up the pleasant
trees of the Lord's planting. This shall be to the praise of Him, Whose
name is the God of all grace, and Whose Covenant with and in Christ
is a Covenant of Eternity or Everlastingness,-not only unto but from
everlasting (Ps. ciii. 17; Jer. xxxi. 3),-of which Covenant Christ
risen is the Mediator and His most precious Blood the Fountain of
~mce for all the election of grace (Rom. iii. 21-30).
The prophecies from Jeremiah and Ezekiel (Jer. xxx. 9 and Ezek.
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xxxiv. 23-31) belong to the exilic prophets, and must be reserved till
we come to the Covenant with the Captivity.
It may be asked, in conclusion, whether it is not entirely evident
from the words of James, the Lord's brother, spoken with all the
authority of inspiration at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts xv. 13-18),
that the royalties of David's house, compared by the prophet to a tent
fallen down in the Captivity (Amos ix. 11, 12), have been restored
with a higher, because spiritual glory in the kingdom of Jesus Christ.
(Comp. also Matt. xvi. 28; Acts xvii. 7; Col. i. 13; Rev. i. 9.)
This heavenly kingdom is thus not absolutely detached from the
Davidic dispensation, but has a continuity of truth and substance
through that spiritual and Eternal Covenant, of which both are ministrations, though the one was typical and temporary, and the other
anti-typical and everlasting. Thus David becomes Christ Jesus, the
true Shepherd; the promised becomes the fulfilled and perfected; and
the Old is only lost within the excelling glory ofthe New.
(To be continued).

BLOOD·RED LEAVES.
THERE were blood-red leaves on the autumn ground,
Fair leaves that fell in a shower around;
They were the leaves of death, but they spoke to me
Of the leaves of Life from another Tree:
The leaves that fell in that autumn day,
When the tree was stripped of its fair array.
I gathered some of those blood-red leaves,
A little handful of autumn sheaves;
And as I gathered they seemed to turn
To other leaves I dared not spurn.
Shall I tell the story they told to me,
Those other leaves from that other Tree?
The first was Pardon for countless sins:
The second Victory Jesus wins:
The third was Hope of a day to come:
The fourth a token of Love from home:
The fifth a Promise that Jesus said.
What leaves of blessing-and all blood-red!
Oh, blood-red leaves of the Tree of Life!
His form was'stripped in that autumn strife,
His form was stripped that around His feet
Our hands might gather a fragrance sweet.
Each drop of blood that my Saviour shed
Is a leaf of blessing-fair leaves blood-red.
WILLIAM LUFF.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE DEAN LEFROY.

OUR Portrait this month is that of the late DEAN of NORWICH, who
died in Switzerland, on Wednesday, August 11th, after a very few days'
illness. DR. LEFROY was taking his usual summer holiday at Riflel
Alp, where he was ministering as Chaplain of the local English Church,
which some twenty-five years ago he was instrumental in building.
He preached there with his usual vigour on Lord's Day, August 1st,
but in the evening of that day complained of severe pains in his head.
After the first two days of his brief illness he sank into a comatose
state from which he never recovered.
The DEAN, who was an Irishman by birth and training, came of a
Huguenot stock, and through a strenuous clerical life faithfully maintained the Protestant traditions of his noble ancestry. His parents
were people in humble circumstances, and in his youth he entered a
printing-office, and afterwards engaged in journalism. From the
newspaper he proceeded to Trinity College, Dublin, where he graduated
in 1863, entering the ministry of the Irish Church the following year.
Two years later he accepted the Incumbency of a proprietary Chapel
in Liverpool-St. Andrew's-a building seating some 2,000 persons,
which was usually thronged to hear his simple, eloquent expositions of
the Word. He remained in the northern metropolis for twenty-three
years, receiving from Bishop Ryle the distinction, first, of an Honorary
Canonry in Liverpool pro-Cathedral, and subsequently of being
appointed an Archdeacon. In 1889 the Crown conferred on him the
Deanery of Norwich. During the twenty years of his tenure of office
he established the popular nave services in the Cathedral, usually
occupying the pulpit himself. He also instituted Bible Classes for men
and for women, which were much blessed. His power over young men
was remarkable, f~r his sympathies were very strong. He was a warm
supporter and eloquent advocate of Home and Foreign Missions. Our
great Evangelical and Protestant Societies indeed lose in him a gifted
and powerful exponent of their principles and work. The interment
took place at Riflel Alp, by his own desire. It is a touching incident
that the last words uttered by the DEAN in Norwich Cathedral were
the following, contained in the Lesson for the Day, which he read:
"They fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for
the words that he spake, that they should see his face no more"
(Acts xx. 38). In his last sermon he quoted, "The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin," and said, "I cannot explain it, but God said it, and I believe it."
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF MRS. ROBERT WALKER
(Nee ANNA EDGE SNAPE).
By

HER SECOND DAUGHTER, FRANCES

M.

LAMONT.

NOT long since I wrote a short account of my dear father, the late
Rev. Robert Walker, M.A., Vicar of Wymeswold, Loughborough,
and now that my dear mother has passed away, and several friends
have kindly asked for some particulars about her, I am sending a
few reminiscences which may interest or be profitable to your
readers.
Mrs. Walker was one of the younger daughters of a family of seventeen, all children of the late Rev. Richard Snape, M.A., for fifty-two
years Rector of Brent Eleigh, in Suffolk. She was early impressed
with great anxiety about her soul, and when quite a tiny child was
found sobbing in bed, and when her elder sister asked her what was
the matter, she said, "I am so afraid I am a goat." Her sister, not
understanding, laughed and said, "Oh! no, dear, go to sleep like a
good child," but she would not be comforted until her mother came,
who at once recollected that Matthew xxv. had been read at prayers
that evening, and that her father had specially dwelt on the solemn
state of those on the left hand of the Judge, the" goats" who were
to be condemned to everlasting death. The little child's conscience was
aroused and her fears very real until her mother had spoken to her
of the forgiving love of the Lord Jesus, and prayed with her that her
sins might be forgiven. She became a very great help to her dear
father in his parish and a constant visitor amongst the poor, and held
cottage meetings for those unable to get to Church. One dear old
woman in the Almshouses, whom she regularly visited, was speaking
to her of the temptations of the devil in her heart, when her son, who
was an ungodly man, exclaimed, "I wish, Miss Snape, you would not
talk to my mother about such things, it only depresses her; the devil
never tempts me." His remark startled my dear mother, but on
repeating it to an old man whom she next went to see, he said,
" My dear young lady, the devil never tempts his own, he has no need
to do so."
Again, when quite a child she went into the kitchen to see a relative
of one of the servants who had come over, and he looked kindly at her
and said, "Have you trusted your soul and all your future with the
Lord Jesus, little Miss ~ He is an Advocate that never lost a cause."
She could not think what an advocate was, and the words made a
great impression on her mind, but she never rested until she found out.
She was married to my dear father on October 9th, 1856, and from
that day until the day of his death in 1883, I can truly say she was his
right hand and a true "help-meet" in the best sense of the word.
She entered into all his anxieties about the souls of "his dear people,"
as he called his parishioners, and was the means of the conversion of
many; some were most interesting cases of young people who died of
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consumption, and whom she visited day after day, taking them little
dainties to tempt their poor appetites, and above all reading to them
of the only atonem~nt for ~}n i~ the precious" blood of Christ, and
praying that they mIght be led mto all truth.
They all loved her,
and looked out each day anKiously to see her bright, lovely face
coming in to cheer their dying hours.
My dear father and she were one in all things, and he,always consulted
her on all difficult points in connection with his parish; he always
said she was full of such good common-sense, but that, for hi~ part,
he should call it "uncommon-sense," for it was so rarely to be met
with. He also said that as Deborah was spoken of, in Judges iv. 4, as
"the wife of Lapidoth," the same expression might be used of our
dear mother, because the real meaning of the words in the original is
"a woman of illuminations," and if anyone could throw clear light
on dark and difficult places, that one was mother.
Since our dear Father entered into rest, her one object in life has
been to live for her six children, and so warn and teach them that they
might see the importance of this life as a time of preparation for
,eternity that all might meet again in that "land of pure delight"
where n~ sorrow, sin, parting, or death can ever enter. She was very
fond of a collection of hymns by Sir Roundell Palmer (published by
Macmillan & Co.) called" The Book of Praise," and would often read
them aloud a well-known one, written by Joseph Hart inj 1759,
'being a spedia.I favourite of hers :Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Let Thy bright beams arise,
Dispel the darkness from our minds,
And open all our eyes.
Cheer our desponding hearts,
Tho~ heavenly Paraclete ;
Give us to lie, with humble hope,
At our Redeemer's feet.
Revive our drooping faith,
Our doubts and fears remove,
And kindle in our breasts the flame
Of never-dying love.
Convince us of our sin,
Then lead to Jesus' blood.
And to our wondering view reveal
The secret love of God.
Show us that Loving Man
That rules the courts of bliss,
The Lord of Hosts, the Mighty God,
The Eternal Prince of Peace.
[Phii "'ai her javoariti ver.e)
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, Tis Thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the soul,
To pour fresh life in every part,
And new-create the whole.
Dwell, therefore, in our hearts,
Our minds from bondage free ;
Then we shall know, and praise, and love
The Father, Son, and Thee! "
She went through a period of increasing weakness for several years
before the end, and often used to say, "I am so dreadfully tired, I
long to go Home," and the last day, though quite unconscious, she
kept singing little snatches of the hymns she used to sing us to sleep
with as children. She always had a great deal of spirit, and though
she had been ill for about ten days with bronchitis, would not stay
upstairs until the last five days, and then sat up in an easy chair a great
part of the day. She was sitting up at 5.30 p.m. on Wednesday,
June 30th, and after being helped back into bed, just fell peacefully
asleep and ceased to breathe at 7 p.IIj.., a quiet and beautiful ending
to a long, useful, unselfish and honoured life. She was eighty-five
last Christmas Day. We laid her to rest by our beloved father's side in
the little village cemetery at Wymeswold, Loughborough, Leicer:.tershire, on July 6th, in sight of the Vicarage where their whole married
life was spent, and where so many happy, 1;>lessed years were spent in
the service of the Saviour they so truly loved and served. It was
a very trying day to us all, but the whole village turned out in mourning,
and some of the bearers were tenants in the glebe farms under our
dear father, and it greatly comforted us to see the love and respect
shown to her after so many years. Truly," her children arise up,
and call her blessed" (Prov. xxxi. 28).
Saints die, and we should gently weep;
Sweetly in Jesus' arms they sleep;
Far from this world of sin and woe,
Nor sin, nor pain, nor grief they know.
Death no terrific foe appears,
An angel's lovely form he wears;
A friendly messenger he proves
To every soul whom Jesus loves.
Death is a sleep; and oh! how sweet
To souls prepared its stroke to meet!
Their dying beds, their graves are blest,
For all to them is peace and rest."
Hereford, August, 1909.
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THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.

By

THE LATE REV.

F. W.

KRUMMACHER,

D.D.

"Eli, Eli, Lama, SMachthani."
ONCF-, when a voice spoke from heaven to the people who were assembled around Jesus,the Evangelist relates, that" some said it thundered;
others that an angel spoke to Him." No one exactly knew what to
make of the wondrous sound, although all were affected, amazed, and
thrilled by a secret awe. Such are our feelings on the present occasion,
on hearing the echo of the cry, which sounds down from the cross;
and I confess that my soul trembles at the idea of approaching the unfathomable depth of suffering, from whence the cry of " Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani" proceeded. How much rather would I lie prostrate on
my face in silence before this awful incident, than write or speak upon
it ! You know what happened to Luther when he plunged himself in
profound meditation in this most enigmatical and affecting part of the
whole of our Saviour's sufferings. He continued for a long time without food, and sat wide awake, but as motionless as a corpse, in the
same position, on his chair. And when at length he rose up from the
depth of his cogitation, as from the shaft of a mysterious mine, he
broke into a cry of amazement, and exclaimed, "God forsaken of
God! Who can understand it ?" Yes, who is there that is able? We
find ourselves surrounded by an impenetrable darkness. But if the
understanding has here reached the boundary of all human comprehension, yet faith finds a path amidst these mysterious shades. A holy
light precedes it, and that light is derived from the Saviour's Mediatorship. Enlightened by it, let us now contemplate, more closely, the
awful cry of the dying Redeemer.
It is about twelve o'clock at noon that we again meet on Mount
Calvary. The Saviour has hung bleeding on the tree for nearly three
hours. No change has meanwhile taken place in His vicinity, except
that, in the little faithful group, we miss the disciple John and the
mother of Jesus, the cause of which we know. A momentary silence
has ensued in the crowd surrounding the place of execution. We may
suppose that even on them the sublime behaviour of the Divine
Sufferer under His torture has not failed to produce feelings of emotion
and shame. They look up at the cross with silent seriousness. The
moaning of the two malefactors in their agony strikes their ears, and
the trickling of the blood of the dying men is heard as it falls to the
ground. From time to time, also, the grief and half-stifled sobs of the
little faithful group is heard, whom we now, in spirit, join, asking with
anxious hearts, if the Father of heaven will continue for ever silent
concerning His Son, and not at length make it known, by some sign,
which shall be obvious to all the world, that He, who was apparently
rejected both by earth and heaven, was no transgressor, but in reality
the Holy One of Israel, and His, the Father's elect and well-beloved
Son.
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Lo, a sign appears! But what a sign! Who could have predicted
it? Our surprise increases to horror, our amazement to dismay. The
sun, just arrived at the meridian, withdraws its beams, as if the earth
were no longer worthy of its light, and begins visibly, in a clear sky,
to grow dark. First, twilight commences, as at the decline of day;
and this is followed by' the obscurity of evening. Gloomy night at
length spreads itself like a funeral pall, not only over the land of Judea,
but over the whole of the enlightened part of the earth. The animal
creation are terrified. The herds of the field crowd bellowing together.
The birds of the air flutter, alarmed, to their retreats, and the masses
of the people who surround the place of execution, hurry back with
loud outcries, to Jerusalem, wringing their hands and beating their
breasts. Trembling and lamentation extend into palaces and cottages,
as if the world were menaced with destruction. The primitive fathers,
as for instance, Origen and Eusebius, were acquainted with heathen
records, some of which were from distant countries, such as that of
Phlegon, a freedman of the Emperor Adrian, which mentions an eclipse
of the sun at the same time with the crucifixion of Christ, and that one
so! entire, terrific, and wonderful had never before been seen in the
world. An ancient tradition also.. states that Diogenes witnessed, in
Egypt, the solar darkness. which preceded the death of Jesus, and
exclaimed, "Either the Deity himself suffers at this moment, or
sympathizes with one that does."
We, my readers, also stand amazed at this terrific phenomenon, in
which even the blindest cannot mistake the finger of the Almighty.
But what does this gigantic hieroglyphic on the pillars of the world
denote? Some have supposed it to conevy a symbolical manifestation
of the wrath of God against the murderers of Jesus. But such an interpretation is not in accordance with the event which is taking place
on Calvary, and in which God, by the giving up of His only begotten
Son, evinces, not merely His judicial severity and avenging justice, but
especially. His compassion for the murderers. The inference has also
been drawn from the darkness, that nature must have suffered in the
death of Christ. But there seems little ground even for this explanation, since Christ, by His vicarious death, became, in an especial manner,
the prop, support, and renovator of nature. It has also been supposed
that the nocturnal darkness typified the fact, that with Christ the
light of the world was extinguished. But it was just in Christ's
vicarious death that the light of consolation and of real life rose upon
the world. A sympathy also of the irrational creation with the pangs
of its Lord and Master, has been spoken of; but there is no room here
for such poetic speculations. The sun did not obscure itself, but it
was the Almighty who clothed it in that mourning dress.
The import of the sudden darkness lies incomparably deeper than
the above-mentioned attempts at explaining it. Even the mournful
cry of the Sufferer does not leave us for a moment to doubt that the
darkness stood in immediate relation to His sacred person, and the
situation in which He was at the time. It is true, indeed, that the
36
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miraculous event, according to the purpose of God, was .intended to
intimate to the world the wondrous nature of the fact about to be
chronicled in its history, that the Eternal Son, the source of all life,
became Himself a prey to death. But the chief object of the appalling
phenomenon was to shadow forth, by a stupendous figure, the mysterious
position and inward state at the time of Him who bled on the cross.
The Lord withdrew Himself from the eyes of men behind the black
curtain of appalling night, as behind the thick veil of the temple.
He hung there full three hours on the cross, His thorn-crowned head
drooping on His breast, involved in that darkness. He is in the Most
Holy Place. He stands at the altar of the Lord. He performs His
sacrificial functions. He is the true Aaron, and at the same time the
Lamb; but of the sacrificial fire that burns around Him, I need not
speak.
That which, during this time, passed between Him and His Father,
lies, for the present, sealed as with seven seals, hidden in the depths of
eternity. We only know so much, that behind that veil He was
engaged in the most arduous conflict, gained the most brilliant victory,
and adorned His representative obedience with its final crown. We
know that the grave of our sins was then dug; the handwriting that
was against us taken out of the way; the curse which impended over
us blotted out; and the wall which separated us from our God removed.
Call the sight of the Redeemer weltering in His blood, and in total
darkness, heart-rending if you will; we know not a more delightful
scene than that in heaven or on earth. The Man on the cross is to us
the fairest star in the horizon of the world. We behold it, and feel
delivered from every evil. When Moses came forth from the darkness
in which God dwelt, his face shone in.such a manner that the astonished
Israelites could not bear the sight. The radiance which we wear
upon our brow from the darkness of Calvary, as far as we enter,
believingly into it, is milder and more pleasant; for it is the radiance
of a peace of which the world is ignorant, and the reflection of an
inward. and triumphant joy of which even the angels might envy
us.
i
But I hear you say, " Explain to us the meaning of the awful darkness. Decypher the terrific and ambiguous hieroglyphic, and unfold
to us the state it indicates." Listen then. That phenomenon signifies
the withdrawing of another sun than the earthly one, the obscuring of
an inward world. It shadows the going down of a day of comfort and
joy. It points to a night of the soul, in which the last bright star is
about to disappear. Imagine to yourselves, if possible, a man free
from sin, holy, nay, of Divine nature, who calls the Almighty his light,
God's nearness his paradise, and God's love his bliss. Imagine him
deprived of all this; no longer refreshed with any experience of the
gracious presence of his heavenly Father, and although exclaiming,
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 " banished into dreadful and
horrifying visions of hell, and surrounded by nothing but images of sin
and death. Imagine such a one, and then say if his state is not
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strikingly depicted by the midnight darkness which overspreads the
earth.
The third hour of this appalling and universal gloom is drawing to
a close. The sun again begins to cast off his obscuring veil. The
Sufferer then breaks His long and anxious silence, and, like some cry of
distress from the shaft of a mine, but at the same time like the trumpet
sound of victory, the incomprehensible and heart-affecting exclamation
breaks forth, " Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani !" Under the influence of
reverential awe, the evangelists give us this cry in the same language
in which it was uttered by the Divine Sufferer. It is as if they were
apprehensive lest a rendering of it into Greek might detract somewhat
from its import. Like us, my readers, have all believers for eighteen
hundred years stood amazed and astonished before these words, and
have sought in vain to fathom their depth. You are aware that the
words, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me! " form the
commencement of the twenty-second Psalm, in which David, impelled
and guided by the Holy Spirit, describes, whilst connecting with it his
own su:fferings, the lot of a Righteous One sojourning in a sinful world.
His description, however, expands in the sequel so much, that the
Psalmist's personal state and circumstances lose themselves in it; and
a child must perceive, that more stupendous and important events than
those in the life of David mingle in the expressions made use of by
him. The portrait of a guiltless sufferer gradually increases to a
sublimity, which has found its perfect antitype in the life of the holy
Jesus. In the picture features appear of which we meet with only
slight traces in David's history, and which, therefore, call upon us to
seek their literal fulfilment elsewhere. For the sufferer in the Psalms
is not only represented as the offscouring of the whole world, not only
do those who see him say to him, "He trusted in the Lord that He
would deliver him; let Him deliver him, seeing that He delighted in
him,"-not only must he agonizingly exclaim, "I am poured out like
water; all my bones are out of joint; my tongue cleaveth to my jaws,
and Thou hast brought me into the dust of death" -but he must also
see, what David never experienced, that His hands and feet were
pierced, and that His enemies parted His garments among them, and
cast lots upon His vesture. Besides this, His passion ends in such a
manner as no other man's sufferings; for a glorious crown of victory at
length adorns the head of this tried and faithful One, yea, He receives
the testimony, that His sufferings shall result in nothing short of the
salvation of the world, and the restoration, enlightening, and beatifying
of the Gentiles. Who is so blind as not to perceive that this just
man, who is so sorely tried, and who comes forth so triumphantly
from the conflict, as depicted by the Spirit in this twenty-second psalm
is no other than the promised Messiah, in the person of Jesus of
Nazareth ~ This is beyond a doubt, even if the New Testament had
not expressly given that psalm such an application. Even one of the
champions of modern infidelity, prophesying like Balaam, has called
the twenty-second Psalm" the programme of the crucifixion of Christ" ;

564

The Gospet Magaztne.

and another, against his will, is led to use the words, "One might
almost think a Christian had written this Psalm."
We will not entirely reject the idea, that our Lord, in His distress of
soul, bore this Psalm in mind. But if He uttered His exclamation with
a conscious reference to it, He certainly did not do so simply in order
that the words might be fulfilled; but only because that prophetic
psalm was now being fulfilled in Him. That mournful cry, as it proceeded from His lips, was the genuine expression of the most perfect
personal reality and truth. "But was Christ really forsaken of God
whilst on the cross? ", Not a moment, my dear readers. How could
He be forsaken of God, who was essentially One with Him, and when
just at the moment of His unconditional obedient self-sacrifice on the
cross, He was the object of His supreme and paternal good pleasure 1
But in the depths of suffering into which He had then sunk, and
through which His cry of " Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani!" darts like
a flash of lightning-such distress overpowered Him, such horrible and
death-like terror appalled Him, and, such infernal temptations roared
around Him, that a feeling came over Him, as if He were exiled from
the fellowship of God, and entirely given up to the infernal powers.
Not only did all the horrors which were produced in the world from
the dreadful womb of sin expand themselves before Him, but He also
entered, with His holy soul, in a manner incomprehensible to us, into
the fellowship of our consciousness of guilt, and emptied the whole of
the horrible cup of the wages of sin-that is, of the death involved in
the curse, which was threatened in paradise.
And no one stood by Him. No greeting of affection descended
towards Him from heaven. No vision of angels refreshed Him in His
great agony. The Father had really withdrawn Himself from His
inward consciousness. In the sphere of His feelings, the latter stood
opposed to Him. If the trials in Gethsemane brought the Lord Jesus
to the extreme boundary of obedience-those of the cross brought Him
to the utmost extent of faith. Not a step, no, nor a line more was
between Him and despair. According to Psalm lxix. 15, the horrible
idea entered His soul as with a vulture's claws, that these floods of
suffering might swallow Him up, and the pit shut her mouth upon
Him. It was then that the cry of " Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ! " was
wrung from His agitated breast.
But be very careful, in explaining this expression, that you make no
mistake. It is not a charging God with having forsaken Him, but
rather a powerful defence against infernal incitement to such an
accusation. By the repetition of the words, " My God," He makes it
evident, that solely by means of His naked faith He had struggled
through all opposing feelings; and that God was still His God. Does
He not, in these words, still cling with filial fondness to His heavenly
Father, and say-although the words, "My God," instead of "My
Father," leave us to infer a superiority of inward reverence in the
presence of the Eternal Majesty-" Between Thee and Me there can
never be any separation! "
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Perhaps someone may say, "But we hear Him inquire why God
had forsaken Him." That is true; but consider that the words do
not, in the first place, ask the reason of His passion in general. Of
this He was clearly conscious every moment on the cross. The question
rather refers exclusively to the personal bearing of His heavenly
Father towards Him, especially during the three hours of darkness;
and the inquiry is a filial onc, synonymous with " Why art Thou so
far from Me, and hidest Thy face from Me ?" But at the very moment
in which He is threatened with the horrible idea that the hell which
blazed around Him might close over Him, and when the nameless
misery of being eternally rejected entered, as far as it was possible,
into His consciousness, He fled from this horrible mental phantom,
and from the fiery darts of the wicked one, holding the shield of faith
against them, into the arms of God; and hence the following results
as the real meaning of His mournful cry, "My God, why dost Thou
forsake Me, and withdraw Thine aid from Me? Have I acted contrary to Thy commands? Am I not still Thy child, Thy only begotten
Son; in whom is all Thy delight? And Thou art still My God; for
how shouldest Thou be able to forsake Me? Thou canst not; Thou
wilt help Me out of this distress. Thou wilt cause Thy face again to
shine." Thus, complaint-not accusation-a cry for help, and a
victorious child-like confidence, are the three elements which mingle in
the exclamation, " Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani! "
But let this suffice respecting a subject which, inaccessible to human
comprehension, discloses, even to believing presentiment, only a small
part of its sublime signification. But so much must be clear to everyone,
that without the doctrine of mediation, Christ's mournful cry on the
cross would be altogether inexplicable. But viewed in connection with
it, the words become the solemn announcement of our eternal redemption. May God in mercy grant that as such, they may find a mighty
and increasing echo within us !
Thus, as far as it was possible-and with reference to the mysterious
connection into which Christ, as the second Adam, entered with our
race, we must not imagine the limits of this possibility too narrowthe Lord tasted the bitterest drop in the accursed cup-the being forsaken of God. The words, " My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? "
were certainly the warrior's cry, with which He overpowered and
victoriously overcame, by faith, the inward feeling of abandonment.
But nevertheless, it was a manifest proof that Christ had really to
endure an arduous struggle with this horrible feeling.
If we now inquire what fruits have resulted to us from this conflict,
the fact itself is encouraging and consolatory for us, that in our Lord's
inquiry why He was forsaken, the consciousness of His perfect righteousness before God is so clearly manifested. For in default of it, how
could He have ventured the bold question to the thrice holy God, why
He had forsaken Him? But the most essential benefit which we derive
from His conflict is a very different one. How did those mistake, who,
beneath the cross, said to one another, in wretched misunderstanding
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of His words, "This Man calleth for Elias !" Primarily, this remark
was intended for anything but mockery. On the contrary, the feeling
again broke in upon the murderers, that the Exalted One who was
bleeding on the cross, might be the Messiah. But as they knew from
the prophecies of Isaiah and Malachi, that Elias, as the forerunner, was
to precede the Great One who was to come, the idea occurred to them,
that possibly the Divine Sufferer was invoking the aid of that powerful
herald of God from the invisible world. But what a misunderstanding
of the great Redeemer lay at the bottom of this idea of His crucifiers !
It was not of Himself that He thought, but of the sinners whom He
was representing, when He exclaimed, " Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ! "
and His primary intention in it was to reconquer the heart of the living
God for them. For if God forsook Him, He had also forsaken them
whom He represented. If God rejected the Surety's work as insufficient, the redemption of the whole world was frustrated. It was
chiefly this consideration which forced from our Lord the cry of " My
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? " and hence His question
contains this meaning in it also,-" No, Thou dost not forsake Me,
Thou acceptest My work, and I, therefore, cleave firmly to Thee as
My God. and consequently, also, as the God of thosc whose cause I
have undertaken."
But His heavenly Father did not suffer the cry of His Son to remain
without His "Amen." He uttered it symbolically, by immediately
dispelling the darkness, and restoring to the sun its full midday splendour. The being thus forsaken, essentially belonged to the cup, which
our great High Priest was obliged to empty for us. Hence there can
be no idea that those who are united to Christ by the bonds of a living
faith, can be really forsaken of God. Even as for us, no sombre cloud
any longer darkens heaven, and as we at all times behold the face of
God unveiled, and every moment may enjoy free access to His throne
of grace: so God will never more depart from us, whatever else may
forsake us. Though we may be abandoned by the world's favour, the
friendship of men, earthly prosperity, and bodily strength-though we
may even be bereft, as may possibly be the case, of the feeling of God's
nearness, and the freshness of the inward life of faith; yet God Himself always continues near and favourably inclined to us in Christ.
However strangely He may sometimes act towards us, into whatever
furnace of affliction He may plunge us, however completely He may
withdraw Himself from our consciousness; yet in every situation the
blissful privilege belongs to us, not only courageously to approach Him
and say, " Why dost Thou forsake me, Thy child, for whom Thy Son
has atoned? " but also to say to Him, with still bolder confidence,
" Thou wilt not and canst not forsake me, because the merits of Thy
only begotten Son for ever bind Thee to me."
At this very time the corpse of a pious female, who was one of the
most costly pearls which, from this great city, will eventually lfdorn
the Redeemer's crown, is being carried to its final resting-place. Who
knew her, except her children and a little group of like-minded friends,
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whom the Lord had conducted to her? Who, except these, ever
heard her name? She lay two whole years in the concealment of a
gloomy attic, sick of a grievous and painful disease, as if on thorns,
but she was thought to be lying on a bed of roses, so full was she of
heavenly peace and cheerful resignation. The cause of which was,
that Christ had become her life. The more her body wasted, the
more was her spirit visibly strengthened in God.' The more her outward man decayed, the more gloriously did her inner man unfold and
transfigure itself. If, occasionally, the flood of suffering penetrated
into her soul, we never heard her sigh, much less despond. If her
faith grew dark, her eyes were immediately directed to Calvary, and
beneath the echo of " Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ! " the cloud on her
brow was rapidly dispelled. "He cannot forsake me," said she, with a
smile, " after forsaking Him for me, who paid my ransom." And once,
when in the days of her last agony, compassion forced from me the
words, " Oh, that it might please the Lord in some measure to alleviate
the cross of suffering! " she replied, waving her hand, and with solemn
and serious emphasis, " Oh, be silent! not one drop less! each of them
is carefully measured out by His wisdom and love." She left the
world adorned with the heavenly chaplet of the firmest faith, the sincerest humility, the most persevering resignation and"patience, and the
most self-denying love, a triumphant conqueror over death and the
grave. She now sings the great" Hallelujah" with the host of those
glorified spirits who have come out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. God has
wiped away the tears from her eyes, and placed in her hand the palm
of a never-fading triumph. As her last will she left behind her the
earnest request that nothing might be said at her grave except what
had reference to the grace of Christ,.and the power of His blood. Nor
will we boast of anything else over her tomb than the mercy of God in
Christ, and add the prayerful wish that our last end may be like hers !
I have inserted this incident in order to give my readers a fresh
proof that God has still His people amongst us, and that He still sues
for souls in the midst of us, as well as to afford them an instance how
the mystery of the cross in general, and that of God's abandonment
of the Mediator in particular, should be taken advantage of. May we
be enabled to appropriate, in this manner, the fruits of the cross of
Christ, and may the words of the hymn be increasingly realized in our
happy experience:"Oh, the sweet wonders of that cross
On which my Saviour loved and died!
Its noblest life my spirit draws
From His dear wounds and bleeding side."
(To be contin1wd.)

THE believer has plenty of trouble; but there is no condemnation.Rev. Matthew Welland.
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TYNDALE.
By THE LATE DEAN LAW.
As in vernal days clouds and sunshine quickly interchange, so alternations diversify the history of the Church. The candlestick is removed
from flourishing communities, and again relief appears where need is
greatest. It has been so from the earliest days. It will be so till the
grand consummation. When the pious Abel fell beneath the
murderer's blow, the Gospel of Eden's Garden was threatened with
extinction. But brief was the serpent's triumph. We soon read of a
revival, " Then began men to call upon the name of the Lord." The
people of God were reduced to straits when Noah was bid to construct
the Ark. He soon trod upon renovated soil, and continued a preacher
of righteousness. Idolatry seemed to be universal when Abraham
was called to be the father of a chosen race. Thus too, when davs
were very dark, prophets arose to diffuse light. As time went on,
when declensions abounded, teachers were inspired to uphold the
cause of God.
But the anniversary of Luther's birth calls us to descend from
God's ancient dealings, and to ponder the mercies of the Reformation period. Not pausing on the history of Huss, of Bohemia, and
Jerome, of Prague, let attention be riveted on England. Here the
tyranny of Popery was widely spread and deeply rooted, when
Wickliffe, our Morning Star, shone forth. Intestine feuds soon
engrossed the attention of the distracted land. Sad was the relapse
to deadly superstition; but God, remembering His mercy, gave
TYNDALE to the world. Six years before the birth of Luther this noble
champion, styled" the Apostle of England," commenced his earthly
career. He was born at North Nibley, a village of Gloucestershire,
between the Cotswolds and the Severn, in the year 1477. His
parentage was not obscure; but no records preserve incidents of his
youth. His education advanced amid the lectures of Oxford. Here
he was distinguished by aptness to learn, clearness of intellect, sweetness of diction, charms of gentle disposition, and unsullied purity of
life. But his main delight and his unwearied search was devoted to the
New Testament of Erasmus. The Holy Spirit, the Author of the
blessed Word, was his mighty Teacher. If his mind had been
vigorated by scholastic toil, his heart was renewed by divine
illumination. The Gospel entered his soul with all-conquering power.
With little help from man, he became a new creature in CHRIST
Jesus-old things passed away, all things became new. The holy
flame which warmed his enraptured heart could not be repressed.
The mighty tn1th WAS exemplified in him, " To know Christ savingly
is to proclaim Him lovingly." It was his joy and constant work to
reveal to the young students of Oxford the full salvation of the blessed
Je.')1l8.
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He soon discovered that such teaching rendered Oxford no longer a
safe abode. His love of learning directed him now to Cambridge.
Here he became acqllainted with Bilney, who, like him1lelf, had been
taught with little guidance from man the knowledge of the pure Gospel.
Youn? Frith, who subsequently bec>tme Latimer's teacher, was soon
associated with them. Happy, doubtless, were the hours which these
young converts passed in Christian fellowship, and in meetening for
the stake before them. Together they lived, delighting in the Lord,
and subsequently they each attained the crown of martyrdom. Thus
contemporaneously, but entirely apart from Luther, God was rekindling
the Reformation-torch in England. TYNDALE and Luther, though
one in Christ, and called to be co-Reformers and allies in hostility to
Rome, at present were strangers to each other.
It would be sweet digression to enlarge on the career of these youths
thus under discipline for the martyr's stake. But space forbids. A
brief extract, however, from Bilney's letter to Bishop Tonstal will
surely find excuse. The enlightened convert thus describes the entrance
of truth into his heart :-" Looking into the New Testament (recently
translated by Erasmus), by God's special providence, I met with those
words of the Apostle St. Paul: 'This is a true saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners,
whereof I am chief.' Oh most sweet and comfortable sentence to my
soul! This one text, through God's instruction and inward working,
did so exhilarate my heart, which before was wounded with the guilt
of my sins, and almost in despair, that immediately I found wonderful
comfort and quietness in my soul, so that my bruised bones leaped for
joy. After this, the Scriptures became sweeter to me than honey
and the honeycomb; for by them I learned that all my travails,
fastings, watchings, redemption of masses, and pardons, without faith
in Christ, were but as Augustine calls them, 'a hasty running out of
the right way.' "
TYNDALE soon retraced his steps to his native county. Here he
entered as tutor into the family of Sir John Walsh, of Sodbury Manor.
This hospitable mansion was open to many of rank and learning.
Tyndale was present at their frequent discussions, and always held
the New Testament by his side. By reference to this inspired guide
he exposed the ignorance and defeated the fallacies of Popish disputants.
His opinions were pronounced to be heretical. He was summoned to
answer for his offences before the Ecclesiastical Court of Gloucester.
At this tribunal his replies were so clear,:;his references to Scripture so
pertinent, his reasonings so irrefragable, that no ground of condemnation could be found. He was dismissed with stern rebukes and mandates to relinquish erroneous teaching. But out of the fulness of the
heart the mouth must speak. In the neighbourhood of Sodbury, and
especially of Bristol, he continued to teach and preach Christ Jesus.
The ignorance of the priests amazed him. He clearly saw that the
fallacious tenets of Rome rested on ignorance of God's Word. He
felt, let the Bible go forth, and it will subvert the fabric of superstition
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and delusion. He uttered the immortal saying, "I will strive that
every boy who drives the plough shall know more-"of God's Word than
all the priests." He felt that the Bible given to England in England's
language would make England free. He found, however, that his
continuance at Sodbury would bring suspicions and distress to his
patron. He thought that the palace of Tonstal, Bishop of London,
famed for patronage of literature, would give him refuge and leisure
to pursue his work. Disappointed, he accepted an asylum in the house
of a noble merchant, Humphrey Monmouth. He found, however,
that he could not prosecute his work without peril to himself and
friends. He therefore crossed to Antwerp. Here he relaxed not his
efforts to give to England an English Bible. After some period of
labour he removed to Cologne, to superintend the work of printing. But
orders were given to seize the pages. He therefore fled into Germany.
Here he first saw his fellow-worker in the Reformation cause. It is
needless to state the joy with which Luther and TYNDALE met, and
their mutual encouragement in their grand design. Without needless
amplification, let it suffice to state, .that this unwearied labourer was
soon apprehended and consigned to the prison at Vilvorde, near Brussels.
Here he languished in captivity for nearly three years, but not without
seals to his ministry. As at Philippi, the family of his gaoler was led,
to embrace the faith of Jesus unto salvation.
But while TYNDALE lived, Popery trembled. The thought was
madly entertained, that to slay the man would be to slay the truth.
The Emperor's edict was obtained; and the meek, the pious, the
loving TYNDALE was condemned to the stake. No complaints, no
protests against injustice and cruelty escaped his lips" Full of
Stephen's spirit, he prayed for England's king. Strangling mitigated
his sufferings, and then his body was consigned to the flames. The
fire might burn the lifeless hand which once had held a Reformation
pen, as previously the remains of W'ickliffe. It might consume the
early copies of the translated Scriptures which first reached our
metropolis ; but it could not burn the imperishable work, and the
plough-boy proficient in its teaching was enabled to be wiser than the
Vatican's whole conclave. It survived as the exemplar of our
Authorized Version, and thus became the honoured precursor of our
polished Revision. How fervent should be blessings to our Heavenly
Father, for raising up this noble proclaimer of Divine Truth! How
cordial should be our praises to Him for enduing this hero with such
love of the Sacred Word-such zealous anxiety to circulate it throughout our land-such indomitable industry for persevering in his work!
Such praises and thanksgivings are at all times due, and may they at
all times be rendered. And we rejoice that on Nibley Knoll and on
the Thames Embankment commemorative monuments stand
indicating local and national reverence for this immortal benefactor.
This is a day when especial praises are evoked. We rejoice that
enthusiastic feeling burns throughout the lanq. which gave birth
to Luther. May the like feeling spread through the length and
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breadth of our own beloved country! May we clasp to our hearts
the blessed Scriptures with increasing love! May delight in those
hallowed pages become the constant inmate of our souls! May
we turn with deeper loathing and abhorrence from the darkness
and the bondage with which Popery too long enveloped our land!
May we mourn that its fatal influence still degrades and ruins so
vast a portion of mankind! May it be our constant labour of
love to expose its deadly errors-its corrupt superstitions-its souldestroying fallacies-its deadly enmity to the cause of Christ! But
what if dark clouds in the horizon should seem to threaten ~ What if
some, like Lot's wife, turn a lingering look to the accursed and devoted
abode of Anti-christian frauds! What if for a season they should
regain appalling influence! We know that all such darkness precedes
light. It may for a little season beguile, but truth is mighty, and must
ultimately prevail. The day comes on apace when angels' voices shall
proclaim" The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our
God and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever." Therefore,
in Reformation truth and in Luther's commemoration we rejoice-yea,
and we will rejoice.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Annual Reunion Day of the inmates of the CamberweIl, Hornsey
Rise, and Stamford Hill Homes, proved to be onc of the happiest
of the series of such gatherings. The sky was cloudless and the
beautiful grounds at Hornsey Rise were in all their summer beauty.
About 140 of the old folk met the Lady Visitors and the Committee;
hospitality was provided in the Hall, and throughout the day
group!! of aged pilgrims occupied the marquee and garden seats, conversing together upon the best of themes. It was a unique assembly,
and a living commentary upon the gracious words: "Then they
that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord
hearkened, and heard~, and a book of remembrance was written
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
name." After tea a brief meeting was held, presided over by Mr. A.
Hayles; Messrs. A. Boulden, G. Francis, Ebenezer Carr, and the
Secretary taking part.
On Thursday, September 2nd, at 3.30, a meeting in aid of the Society
will take place in the Round Garden Rooms, Walton-on-Naze.
Professor Orchard will preside, and addresses wiII be given by the
Rev. D. L. Johnson, T. H. Cook, and other ministers. Visitors and
friends in the neighbourhood are heartily invited.
The Society has thirty-two pensioners in Hastings, and as many
of them as were able, recently enjoyed a day in the beautiful country
surrounding the town. The expenses were privately defrayed, and
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the arrangements admirably carried out by Miss Marchant and the
local committee. The friends at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, and the
Surrey Tabernacle, have also kindly entertained some of our London
recipients. The demands upon the Society far exceed its resources;
the utmost economy, consistent with efficiency, is exercised, and the
working expenses, which are but a small percentage, are continually
watched and controlled by the Board. The Committee are increasingly
anxious to add to the number of annual subscribers of 7s. and lOs.,
in order that the expenditure of £43 daily may be fully met. Literature
with this object in view will be gladly sent to any friends who will
kindly help in this most important matter.
We thank God that He has so wonderfully set the seal of His favour
upon this Society, which, 102 years ago, He inspired a little band of
His servants to begin. Is it not delightful to think of aged servants
of God who were permitted to work and witness for many years 1of Moses, who was 130 years old when he died-hig eye was not dim,
nor his natural force abated; of Caleb, who followed the Lord fully
and was strong and vigorous when he had reached the age of 85 years;
of Hosea, who exercised for more than 70 years the office of a prophet
among God's people? "Eighty and six years have I served Jesus my
Lord," was the confession of Polycarp, who then went through a
martyr's death to his Saviour's bosom. In the inner man is no old
age, no decay, no downward descent, the outer world becomes dim,
but the spiritual and eternal world more distinct. To those who follow
in the pilgrim path, marked by the" footstep of the flock,' and trodden
by the " one family" in all ages, the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
ministers and thus affords a means of expressing that love and sympathy
which unite in indissoluble bonds all who are of "The household of
faith," of which no fewer than 1678 of its poor members are now
pensioners.
I

THE Christian possesses the unspeakable blessing of an assured
future, assured to this effect, that he shall not lack any good thing.
He needs not to pry into its hidden events, nor ought he to be anxiously
careful as to its uncertain occurrences, for the promise is, As thy days,
80 thy strength.-The late Rev. John Hawker.
" THEY shall perish, Thou shalt change them." As he had before
ascribed to God the foundation of heaven and earth (v. 25), so he
ascribes to God here the destruction of them: both the beginning and
end of the world are here ascertained. There is nothing, indeed, from
the present appearance of things that can demonstrate the cessation
of the world; the heaven and earth stand firm; the motions of the
heavenly bodies are the same, their beauty is not decayed; individuals
corrupt, but the species and kinds remain; the successions of the year
observe their due order; but the sin of man renders the change of the
present appearance of the world necessary, to accomplish the design
of God for the glory of His elect.-Stephen Oharnock.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE fund of £20,000 required for the New British~Headquarters of the
Evangelical Alliance makes satisfactory progress. Lord Kinnaird
has contributed £500, and Mr. John Cory's unconditional gift of £1,000
reduces the amount still required to £14,000.
In connection with the Evangelical Alliance, the Christian Convention
at Blankenburg, Thuringia, is being held as we go to press. It was
founded by the late Fraulein von Welling, in 1885, and has grown from
a small beginning till now it brings together 2,000 Christians from
Germany and all parts of Europe. A unique feature of the proceedings
is the occasion it affords for the manifestation of unity and brotherly
love.
The Duke of Somerset has accepted the Presidency of Dr. Barnardo's
Homes, in succession to Lord Brassey, who has been President for the
past sixteen years. In 1893 his J,ordship succeeded as President the
Duke of Argyll, who in turn was preceded by the Earl of Meath. In
earlier years the Presidency was filled in succession by the late Earl
Cairns, Lord Polwarth, and Lord Kinnaird. Lord Brassey's association
with the work will still be maintained, as his T"ordship will continue to
hold the office of Vice-President.
On the Monday following the Keswick Convention, two well-attended
and enthusiastic meetings in connection with Mr. Kensit's work were
held in the Victoria Hall, Keswick. The Rev. Hyma H. Redgrave
presided on both occasions. At the morning meeting Mr. J. A. Kensit
spoke on the great need for the efforts of the Wycliffe Preachers and of
their work up and down the country. The Rev. W. E. Horley, who
has recently returned from the Mission field, told the story of his conversion from Ritualism. At the afternoon meeting Mr. W. T. Taylor
described his experiences as a Wycliffe Preacher. Mr. J. A. Kensit
dealt with the Ritualistic conspiracy. Mr. Kensit quoted from a
sermon of the present Vicar of St. John's, Keswick, advocating bowing
to the "altar" and other Ritualistic practices. Miss Augusta Cook
also spoke on " Rome and Germany." At the close of the meetings
many thanked Mr. Kensit for the work of the Kensit Crusade, and
three friends came forward to show practical sympathy by giving a £5
note each, one being a King's Counsel. A large quantity of Protestant
literature was freely circulated, and a brisk sale took place at the
Protestant Truth Society's stall.
\

The following very interesting letter has been received by a lady
who forwarded to Labrador a quantity of toys she had collected for
the children of that bleak region. It may interest our younger readers
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and perhaps stimulate their zeal for the work of the Royal National
Mission to Deep-Sea Fishermen. Dr. Little, the devoted medical
missionary of the Society at St. Anthony Hospital, wrote to her :"St. Anthony Hospital, Labrador, January 15th, 1909. My Dear
Miss - - , We wish to thank you for the toys received for some of our
poor children out here. Some of the toys had quite a journey before
they got to their destination, for, as you said you would like some of
them to go to children who could not attend our Christmas tree, after
coming from England to St. John's, Newfoundland, they had to come
by mail-boat a five days' journey to St. Anthony. Here they were
packed in small boxes and sent by dog-sledge to little villages anywhere
from ten to 150 miles along the coast. They are generally addressed
to some one of the inhabitants of the village whom we know, and the
<:hild's name put on each toy. If the doctor does not reach the village
by the end of January, this man will hold the Christmas-tree himself.
These toys are so much appreciated that frequently you will see one
in a specially-made case nailed on to the wall of the house, as the
principal thing to show to strangers, as frequently toys we wonder if
good enough to send they think are too good to play with. Thanking
you for the pleasure you have brought to so many of the little children
out here, we remain, yours sincerely, John M. Little, M.D., R.N.M.D.
S.F."
The syllabus of Bible instruction in the London County Council
schools for the educational year 1909-10 provides that the Bible shall
be read, and that there shall be given such explanation and instruction
.as are suited to the capacities of children. In such explanation and
instruction the provisions of the Elementary Education Act, 1870,
must be strictly observed, and no attempt may be made to attach
.children to any particular denomination. At the meeting of the
Council Education Committee some discussion arose on a recommendation by the Higher Education Sub-Committee that, in virtue of
the provisions of Section 4 of the Education Act, and wherever a
reasonable number of parents of students attending one of the Council's
training colleges make request that their sons or daughters shall receive
religious instruction in accordance with the doctrines of a particular
religious denomination, facilities be afforded for such instruction to
be given by representatives of such denomination, provided that no
·expense is incurred by the Council. The recommendation was agreed to.
In" Protestant Notes," published weekly by The English Churchman,
we read: "The Church of Rome is in a very aggressive mood in Canada
just now. It is believed that she is trying to obtain the legal right to
impose tithes and taxes upon her followers throughout the whole of
the Province of Ontario, a right which she unfortunately possesses at
present in the Province of Quebec. The consequences of this aggressive
action, should it succeed, are clearly pointed out by the Toronto
Sentinel of July 8th. It declares that' this is not an imaginary danger;
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they are at the very gates of Ontario to demand these privileges. It
is time that the Protestants of this Province should awaken to the
condition of things that threaten. Once the Church of Rome becomes
established in the Province of Ontario, an attack will be made in every
county on the Protestant population. The same thing will happen in
Ontario that happened in the Eastern Townships. The Protestants
will be driven out by the operation of the tithing system. They will
find that every piece. of land for sale will be purchased for a Roman
Catholic. It will be plOfitable for the Church (of Rome) to make the
purchase. Ultimately it will be impossible to maintain Public schools,
and Protestant parents will be glad of an opportunity to get away
from conditions so grievous.' "
The annual meeting of the Mission to French-speaking Foreigners,
was held recently at the French Reformed Church, Bay~water.
Mr. James E. Mathieson presided, and among others taking part were
the Rev. J. J. Coxhead, Vicar of St. John's, Fitzroy Square, the Rev.
E. Barter, the Dev. C. H. Irwin (Religious Tract Society), and the Rev.
J. M. H. Du Pontet-de La Harpe, who has carried on the Mission from
its beginning, forty-seven years ago. It was reported that during the
year 156 governesses had availed themselves of the Bienvenue Home
and Club for Foreign Governesses, where applications for well-qualified
Protestant teachers were received. The Societe Protestante Francaise
pour Domestiques had received applications from 443 girls and 518
families, and 230 engagements had been obtained. At the schools near
]?itzroy Square, in the French quarter, about 200 foreign children of a
dozen nationalities were under Christian instruction with good results,
and mOle than eighty had been enabled to enjoy a fortnight's country
holiday. The Medical Mission was still closed, and an appeal was made
for 6,000 shillings, so that it might be reopened. The year's income
had been £1,743, and the expenditure £1,779, and £571 was needed
to clear off the debt.
One of the severest criticisms of the "English Church Pageant ,"
appears in the "Journal of Education." A letter there says "The
managers probably relied on the ignorance of the British' public-a
sea of unfathomable depth-or perhaps they imagined the vain thing
that the British public had but the faintest knowledge of the history
of their own country. In either case the result must be the same. The
pageant was not educative, as we imagine it was the object of its
managers that it should be." Referring to the funeral of Henry V.,
the writer remarks: "Why it was brought in it is difficult to conceive.
The subserviency of the Church to the Lancastrian Kings is one of its
least creditable records. To Henry IV. we owe the most shameful
Statute that disgraces our history-the Act De Heretico Combure'YI,do,
passed by Henry and his lords to please the Bishops of the Church,
which then, as ever, had failed to read the signs of the times-the
growing desire for a National Church, as opposed to the decaying
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belief in a World-Church." We notice that it is proposed to hold a
Nonconformist Pageant in 1912, when some of the facts concealed by
the Bishop of London's Committee will possibly be brought to the
front. But we are no friends to religious" pageants."
Dr. D'erf Wheeler, of the London Jews' Society's Hospital in
J esusalem, says: "In all the twenty-three years that I have worked
here I do not remember such a busy winter season as the last. And
yet the reason is not to be found in the existence of any epidemic, or
in the season being unhealthy, but in the simple fact of the increase in
the Jewish population. According to their own estimate, there are
about 60,000 Jews in Jerusalem at the present time. . . . Amongst
those who are returning-and they are coming from every quarter of
the globe-are a number of Yemen Jews, who hail from the district
of Saadah, known as the Meshnik, east of Medina, in Arabia, and
about twenty days' distance from Hodeidah. There are about 5,000
Jews dwelling there. Some time ago, a hundred men and fifty women
arrived from Jaffa. They are only a part of the thousand who have
been able to come here, the rest hope to follow ultimately. . . . The
hospital wards are very full. We had 493 patients during the
quarter."
"HIM THAT COMETH UNTO ME I WILL IN NO WISE
CASTOUT."-JoHN vi. 37.
BECAUSE deep hidden from the world without,
There lives within my breast a racking woe,
Which neither mirth nor sorrow can assuage:
o Christ! I come to Thee.
Because a voice I never heard before,
With awesome tone and pitiless reproach,
Accuses me of duties left undone:
o Christ! I come to Thee.
Because an evil angel whispers on;
In words which flatter my conceited wit,
To lure me into miseries unknown,
o Christ! I come to Thee.
Because my nerveless will has not the strength
To choose the good, or rectify the ill,
But mocks me by its impotence to help,
o Christ! I come to Thee.
Because I see Thee crimsoned o'er with blood,
Atoning on a cross for all my sin,
Because Thy love is teaching me to weep,
o Christ! I come to Thee.

F.
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