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" Who comfol'teth us in all our tribulation, tha.t we may be able to comfort them which are in a.ny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR.. i. 4.

TENDER MERCY.
" I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto Thee, 0 Lord, will I
sing."-PSALM ci. l.
PRAISE becometh GOD'S family at all times, yet there are causes
and occasions which singularly call upon His children to aclmowledge special goodness and mercy and to signalize the tenderness
of His dealings with more than ordinary gratitude and praise.
The writer of these lines is the subject of the most marked of GOD'S
dealings, and he hastens this month to record an unfeigned expression of His indebtedness to his heavenly FATHER for personal
mercies conferred upon him during seven months past. Unceasing
prayer has been earnestly offered both publicly and privately by
his dear congregation at Bristol, and by a large number of GOD'S
beloved saints scattered abroad, which the ear of tender mercy has
feelingly heard, while the hand of Divine help has been outstretched
in his behalf, so that the mouth is to-day filled with thanksgiving
and with praise to His holy Name. "Bless the LORD, 0 my soul;
and all that is within me, bless His holy Name. Bless the LORD,
o my soul, and forget not all His benefits. Who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth
thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness
and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things,
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's" (Ps. ciii. 1-5). A
measure of improved health and strength has slowly been vouchsafed, and opportunity has been granted for the enjoyment of a
33
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little service in the public worship of the sanctuary, to the great
joy and rejoicing of the heart.
How can we, dear brethren, worthily return thanks for these
multiplied and conspicuous displays of our heavenly FATHER'S
goodness and power? May the life, which through mercy has
been a little longer spared, be increasingly devoted to His honour
and glory, and its energies-though reduced and limited-be used
more than heretofore for the extension of His glory and the good
of His Church. May this marked display of the DIVINE goodness,
in gracious response to tbe united supplications of a believing
people, call forth the whole-hearted acknowledgments of JEHOVAH'S
wondrous goodness. And may the life that has been so tenderly
dealt with be enriched with all ability to serve the loving will of
the LORD, to magnify His precious truth, and to minister consolation to His dear afHicted people. The heart of GOD'S servant
would fain sing aloud of such rich abounding mercies, and tell
forth to the eternal praise of the MOST HIGH, the wonders of His
faithfulness and matchless care. Oh, for hearts tuned as heavenly
lyres to swell the glad worship of a joyous and grateful people,
and to magnify the exceeding goodness of our LORD and MASTER.
Sweet is the song which His SPIRIT moves us to uplift before the
throne on high, when our souls are made movingly conscious of
His gracious influence and power. And surely it is a high privilege
to be brought into the circumstances which fit us to sing such
acceptable songs of praise with the heart and with the understanding. The contemplation of themes so spiritual and transporting makes us at times forget the burdensome cares and comparatively light concerns of earth, and to esteem them at their
true value as being wholly unworthy of any comparison whatever.
The Divine love which the SPIRIT reveals to us makes all other
things become but momentary and evanescent. Our souls find
their exalted sphere in the sovereign grace and changeless affection
of the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST-all, all is love,
love that passeth knowledge!
" Thy Name is Love! I hear it from yon cross,
Thy Name is Love! I read it in yon tomb;
All meaner love is perishable dross,
But this shall light me through time's thickest gloom.
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" It blesses now, and shall for ever bless;
It saves me now, and shall for ever save;
It holds me up in days of helplessness;
It bears me safely 0' er each swelling wave.
" More of Thyself, oh, show me hour by hour,
More of Thy glory, 0 my GOD and LORD;
More of Thyself in all Thy grace and power,
More of Thy love and truth, INCARNATE WORD! "
Thus, dear brethren, let us yet seek to pass through things
temporal, learning the wonders of the love of our GOD in things
both great and small, till time with us shall be reckoned no more,
and we walk at large in the bright light of the glol'J of hIMANUEL'S
LAND with Hm in Whom is all our salvation and all our desire.
THE EDITOR.
UNCERTAINTY.

[" It may be 1'm nearer home,
Nearer no w than I think."]
I CANNOT see before me, Lord,
The future Thou dost hide;
I do not know how near I am
To Death's mysterious tide.
I may be standing even now
Upon ita very brink,
It may be I am nearer home,
Much nearer, than I think.
I cannot see before me, Lord,
But oh, I surely know
Thou wilt be with me when I pass
Across the solemn flow.
Thine arms will be beneath my soul,
My spirit will not sink
In that dark river which may be
Much nearer than I think.
I cannot see before me, Lord,
But oh, it is enough
To know Thy hand will hold me fast
Amid the waters rough,To know that I shall safely reach
The Jordan's farther brinkThe Canaan-shore-which now may be
Much nearer than I think.

ISA.

•

516

The Gospel Magazine

ABIDING AND WALKING.
" He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself al-so so to walk,
even as He walked."-1 JOHN ii. 6.

IT is not enough to say we abide in Him. There must be the
evidence of this in our life and walk. "He that saith, I know Him,
and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not
in him."
" He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in
darkness even until1ww" (1 John ii. 4, 9).
In like manner, " He that saith he abideth in Him ought Himself
also so to walk, even as He walked." There is thus a close and
vital connection between abiding in Christ and walking as Christ
walked. The one cannot be without the other. How important,
therefore, dear fellow-believers, that we should humbly and
continuously seek for divine grace that we may give diligence to
make our calling and election sure. "Diligence is to be used by
the saints to make their calling and election sure to others" (Dr.
Gill). Those around us ought to be in no doubt that we have been
"called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due
season." To "walk religiously in good works" is one of the
great evidences that we have been "chosen in Christ out of
mankind" with a view to our being brought" by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour" (see Article xvii).
Abiding and walking, these are the topics suggested by the
words we are considering. In dependence upon the Spirit's
guidance and teaching, let us meditate on these two thoughts.
First,
let us inquire what is meant by abiding in Christ.
,
A man who abides in Chri3t is one who is in vital union with Him.
He is one who dwells in Christ. As a branch dwells in the vine and
receives all its life and energy from the vine, and owes all its
fruitfulness to the vine, so the believer is in vital, living, union
with his Lord. "I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that
abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forti> mu.ch fruit"
(John xv. 5).
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The opposite of abiding in Him is to be severed from Him.
" Without Me (severed from Me) ye can do nothing."
Now vital union with Christ is characteristic of all true believers.
They are all God's workmanship "created in Christ Jesus unto
good works." When they are born again of the Spirit they are
manifestly united to Christ's mystical body. "By one Spirit are
we all baptized (by the baptism of the Holy Ghost) into one body."
God's people thus manifestly become "the body of Christ and
members in particular" (1 Cor. xii. 13, 27).. As the members are
in living union with the body, so believers are in living union with
Christ. A man, therefore, who says he abides in Christ is one who
claims to be in living union with Christ. If this claim be a true one,
a marvellous change must have taken place. By nature men are
" dead in trespasses and sins." If therefore a man can truly claim
that he is in vital anion with Christ, he must have been quickened,
regenerated, born again. He must have been convinced of sin
and reconciled to God by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. He
must be one who is an object of God's everlasting love, of Christ's
redeeming grace and of the Holy Ghost's saving, quickening and
sanctifying operations.
Now, the marvellous change· which vital union with Christ
implies mnst always have its corresponding effects. If there is
life, there is sure to be fruit. Hence our Lord says, "He that
abideth in Me, and I in Him, the same bringeth forth much fruit"
(John xv. 5). This leads to our second inquiry, viz., What should
be the ch(tTacter of the walk of him who abides in Christ?
Such a one" ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked."
The Lord Jesus is the great example of His people. He" suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps."
Luther, however, well said, " It is not Christ's walking on the sea,
but His ordinary walk, we are called on to imitate."
Notice that a Christ-like walk is a ~valk in harmony with the will
of God. The supreme aim of our Lord Jesus Christ was to do His
Father's will. He said, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God."
" I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will
of Him that sent Me." Again, He says, " My meat is to do the
will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work" (John vi. 38; iv.
34). If we walk even as He walked, our supreme aim will be to do
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our heavenly Father's will. Our prayer will be that" the God of
peace" may make us " perfect in every good work to do His will,
working in us that which is well-pleasing in His sight" (Heb. xiii.
20, 21). The words which the Lord Jesus spake and the works
which He did were the expression of His Father's will. He said
and did what His Father willed. "He whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God." He said, " I have not spoken of myself :
but the Father which sent Me, He gave Me a commandment, what
I should say, and what I should speak. . . . Whatsoever I speak,
therefore, even as the Father said unto Me, so I speak" (John iii. 32 ;
xii. 49, 50). In like manner, the works which the Lord Jesus did
were those which His Father gave Him to do (John v. 36). His
whole life was a doing of the will of His Father. If we walk even
as He walked our constant aim will be to do our Father's will. It
will be our desire to be " filled with the knowledge of His will in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that we might walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with
all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience and
longsuffering with joyfulness" (Col. i. 9-11). Oh, how we come
short in our walk! How many are our failures! It is good,
however, for us to be reminded of the high standard at which we
are to aim, that so we may be stimulated to seek for fresh grace to
do " the will of God from the heart."
Notice further that a Christ-like walk is a walk in lwmrwny with
the Word of God.
The Scriptures were our Lord's rule of life. He owned their
authority, for He said, "The Scripture cannot be broken." He
acknowledged their prophetic character, for He said, " 0 fools and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: . . .
and beginning at Moses and all the prophets He expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself."
By the word of God He resisted the wicked one. By appeals to
the Scriptures He settled questions of doctrine and practice. "It
is written," "Have ye not read 1 " "God commanded," "Ye do
err, not knowing the Scriptures," are all expressions indicating
that the Word of God was His rule of life and practice (see Matt.
iv. 4; xii. 3, 5; xv. 3-9; xxi. 13; xxii. 29-32). He died and
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rose again and entered into His glory in fulfilment of the predictions
of the Word of God (Luke xviii. 31-33; xxiv. 26-27). Thus if we
walk even as He walked, our walk will be in harmony with the
Word of God. Its principles will all be meekly received, and its
precepts will be obediently followed. What a difference it would
make in the professing Church, if there was whole-hearted submission to the teaching of the Word of God! How pure and full
would the doctrines be which would then be preached, how simple
and spiritual the worship, and how unworldly the life and walk of
all the people of God! The great need of the hour is whole-hearted
submission to the supreme authority of the Word of God.
Trembling at God's word is one of the marks of a true child of God.
Finally, observe that a Christ-like walk is a walk in dependence
upon the power of God. Our Lord as man lived and worked in
dependence upon His Father's power displayed by the Spirit's
presence. "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power." The result was that He "went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God
was with Him" (Acts x. 38). Walking in constant dependence
upon the Spirit's power, He was pre-eminently a Man of prayer.
He was praying when the Holy Ghost descended upon Him (Luke
iii. 21).
He " continued all night in prayer to God" before choosing His
twelve apostles (Luke vi. 12, 13). "As He prayed" He was
transfigured (Luke ix. 28, 29). Agonizing prayer was offered in
Gethsemane, and with prayer on His lips He yielded up His spirit
(Luke xxii. 41, 44; xxiii. 34, 46). If we walk even as He walked
we shall walk in constant dependence upon the power of the Holy
Ghost. We are unable to go a step of the journey in our own
strength. Hence we are enjoined to " Walk in the Spirit." Only
through the Spirit's power can the believer " mortify the deeds of
the body." "Walk in love," "walk as children of light," "walk
circumspectly," for "He that saith Hc abideth in Him ought
himself also so to walk, even as He walked."
" He walks with God, who lives a life of faith,
And builds his hope on what the promise saith :
Who, letting go this world, the next secures,
And still, as seeing things uuseen, endures.
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" He walks with God, who lives a life of prayer,
And daily casts on Him his every care;
Who in this sweet and sacred converse knows
The soul's refreshment, and the soul's repose.
" He walks with God, who, as he onward moves,
Treads in the footsteps of the Lord he loves;
Who, keeping Jesus ever in his view,
Sees in his Saviour his example too. .
" Blest is the man who humbly walks with God,
And follows in the path by Jesus trod;
His way is holiness, his end is peace,
And glory crowns him when his labours cease."

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

"THEY that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing" (Ps.
xxxiv. 10). There shall be no want to such, and such shall want no
good thing: so that he must be such an one to whom the promise is
made; and he must also be sure that it is good for him which is
promised. But oftentimes it is not good for a man to abound with
earthly blessings. Yea, if anything be wanting to a good man, he
may be sure it is not good for him; arid then better that he doth
want it, than that he did enjoy it; and what wise man will complain
of the want of that which, if he had, would prove more hurtful than
gainful to him? "No good thing will God withhold," and therefore,
not wants themselves, which to many are also good, yea, very good
things, as I could reckon up many. Want sanctified is a notable
means to bring to repentance, to work in us amendment of life, it
stirs up prayer, it weans from the love of the world, it keeps us always
prepared for the spiritual combat, discovers whether we be true
believers or hypocrites, prevents greater evils of sin and punishment;
it makes us humble, conformable to Christ our Head, increaseth our
faith, our joy, our thankfulness, our spiritual wisdom, and likewise
our patience.-Richard Young.
HAST thou formerly found the sure testimonies of God's favour
to thee in the real pledges of His holy grace? Live then still while
thou art besieged with temptations upon th.e old store. Know that
thou hast to do with a God Who can no more change than not be.
Satan cannot be more constant to his Maker than thy God is to His
everlasting mercies. He may for a time be pleased to withdraw
Himself from thee; but it is that He may make thee so much more
happy in His re-appearance. It is His own word: "For a small
moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather
thee_ In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but
with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord
thy Redeemer."-Bishop Hall.
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ltJilgtim ¥apm...
WELLSPRINGS.
" Curiouslg wrrntght." -Ps. cx..'Cxic". 15.

HE Who said" All things must be fulfilled which were written . . . .
in the Psahns concerning Me," would have us look for Christ in them
as for the one pearl of great price, the sparkling gem of ruby hue in
redemption's work, and for the Person and work of Him on Whom all
the rays of Scripture light converge, and by Whose Spirit the words
breathe life and joy and comfort to His own redeemed, eternally
loved people ;" Thick fall Thy glorious beams around,
While bows my spirit to the ground
To worship TheeThou Everlasting Son of God,
Who once on earth a wanderer trod,
Now throned in majesty!
" Dust in the dust wonld humbly lie,
And weep with meek, adoring eye,
Thy marvellous ways to seeCry, in amaze, " What means this bliss 1
Will God my soul to glory kiss 1
Why me, ah! Lord, why me 1 "
Thus sang the redeemed atheist, Muskett, "The beast," as he
designated himself, "whose atheistic wit" dared to question "Thy
marvellous birth" and "Thy Godhead to revile." It is to this
marvellous birth, to the incarnation of our Lord, that our text refers.
Here we have the words of Christ Himself: "My substance was
not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought
in the lowest parts of the earth."
Curiously ,vrought, was He not, in the eternal purpose of J ehovah,
to be the Redeemer, Kinsman, and Bondsman of His People 1 " I
was set up" (invested) "from everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought forth;
when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the
mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: while
as yet He had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part
of the dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens, I was there;
. . . . Then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I. was
daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth; My delights were with the sons of men"
(Prov. viii. 23-31).
Curiously wrought also, as our Psalm declares, in His Incarnation.
" My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret,
and curionsly wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes
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did see My substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy book all My
members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when
as yet there was none of them." Who can fathom this wondrous
mystery, this great mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh 1
Taking upon Himself our nature, identifying Himself with His people,
being made like unto His brethren, yet without sin, becoming the
Captain of our salvation, perfect through sufferings !
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee 1
Oh height and depth of love! "
Curiously wrought! The word implies rarity, and speaks of the
wondrous love of that infinite mind which devised the plan whereby
He would save a people from their sins.
It was set forth in various types under the Mosaic dispensation.
We see it in the curtains of the Tabernacle. Those" fine twined
linen" hangings, so beautiful to look upon, were interwoven "with
blue, and purple, and scarlet; with cherubim of cunning work shalt
thou make them." One might almost say with all reverence that in
those ten curtains " of cunning work" was a highly condensed type of
the character and work of the Lord Jesus Christ in and for Hi~
Church, with whom He would make Himself indissolubly one! . Fine
white linen, setting Him forth in the perfection of His righteousness,
whilst interwoven in it were those colours for adornment and beauty
and glory; the blue, setting forth His heavenly love; the purple, His
royal and kingly majesty; and tbe scarlet, His precious blood without
shedding of which there could bc no remission of sins. And then,
running with a golden thread through aIJ, the figures of the
cherubim, setting forth His Godhead. No wonder we read that these
were all " the cunning work as the work of an embroiderer," and so
perfectly woven and interwoven that there was as it were no discovering
either beginning or ending, nor was there any severing in it, no
snapping of a thread. Does this not suggest to us those words of the
Apostle of the Gentiles when speaking of the Body of Christ as
inseparably connected with Christ her Head: "From Whom the whole
body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in
love."
Again, we have it set forth in the type of the mercy·seat, where we
read that the cherubims were beaten out of the same piece of gold;
" Even of the mercy·seat shall ye make the two cherubims on the two
ends thereof." Christ and His Church are one! His propitiatory
atonement covers her, and she is hidden in His wounded side. He had
loved her in Himself with an everlasting love, and therefore He died
for her and atoned for her, gave Himself as His Church's glorious Substitute. And once more we see the type in "the curious girdle of the
ephod " concerning which Moses received instructions (Exod. xxviii. 7, 8).
This part of Aaron's dress is not to be confused with the girdle or
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belt of the robe, but was closely associated with-a part of-the ephod.
The Hebrew word expresses a curious device or embroidery, and the
Holy Spirit has taken pains to emphasize that" it shall be of the same,
according to the work thereof; even of gold, of blue and purple and
scarlet and fine twined linen." The same colours and the same interwoven gold as we have noted in the curtains, and with it the high-priest
was to be girded. "Gird him with the curious girdle of the ephod "
(Exod. xxix. 5). If you look at Leviticus viii. 6, 7, you will see the
expression is still stronger. "And he (Moses) brought Aaron and his
sons, and washed them with water. And he put upon him the coat,
and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and put
the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle of the
ephod, and bound it unto him therewith": literally, as a Hebrew
scholar points out, "ephodized him with it." Beloved reader, what
profound teaching have we in this!
The ephod was that short, upper robe which needed the gold wire
running through it, interwoven with the blue and purple and scarlet
and fine twined linen, because a great weight was to be attached to it.
It was to be fastened on the shoulders with two onyx stones, upon each
of which were engraven six of the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.
Then again, in the front portion of this garment was to be the breastplate, attached to it and never to be detached from it. It was heavy
with twelve precious stones, each of which had engraved on it the
name of one of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel. This was
what "the curious girdle" held together and kept in place upon
Aaron.
What a precious lesson is here! Indelibly written upon the heart
of our Great High Priest are the names of His redeemed! He
has bound Himself to them by unalterable ties, by " everlasting love,"
by " cords of love." An indissoluble union, so that nothing can make
Him forego His word nor let a redeemed soul be severed from His love.
He has ephodized Himself, so to speak, with them. Their names are
indelibly engraven on His Heart: and His purpose is to bring them
home to glory. He is carrying on the work now for which He came to
die. Hc walked a sinless life in this sin-stained, death-doomed earth,
He lived and He died the sinless Victim for their sins, their glorious
Substitute, their mighty Captain, their Saviour and Redeemer: yea,
in order that they might be brought unto His Father as " children"
of one family, He made Himself their Elder Brother-the Brother
born for adversity.
Oh, this plan was indeed divinely, curiously wrought; this plan of
redemption, this wonderful scheme which angels may admire and
adore and desire to look into, but cannot explain. "Great is the
mystery of godliness," unspeakable the gift, incomprehensible the
love which declares God was manifest in the flesh. And " He
loved the people!" He knew well from all eternity what they were
and what they would be, yet He loved them! He came in "the
fulness of time" to die for them. " He came unto His own and His
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own received Him not": yet He loved them, He suffered on the Cross
for them, and of the people there was none with Him. He trod the
winepress and fury of the wrath of Divine justice "alone," yet He
loved them. He rose, the all.glorious Conqueror over death, and He
is "this same Jesus," still loving them as at the beginning. He sees
their very treacherous dealings, their sins, their guilty departures,
their coldness, their wanderings, their falls and backslidings, and yet He
loves them utterly, even unto the end! None can fathom this love. As
the wrestling Angel said to J acob, " Why askest thou My name, seeing
it is secret ~" We can only bow, and in the language of our text
exclaim, "curiously, wonderfully wrought!" God's love to His dear
Son" which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above
all principalities and power, and might and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to
come," is the love wherewith He loves His redeemed ones in this Son.
They are loved with" an everlasting love" because of Jesus. They
are sealed unto the day of redemption because of Jesus' precious blood.
They are betrothed unto Him in faithfulness because Jesus undertook
their cause. They are allured into the wilderness, spoken to comfort·
ably, led, fed, satisfied, and all because Jesus is their Kinsman and
Redeemer. And in thus" bringing many sons to glory" through the
appointed path of tribulation, He is with them, feels ·for them, knows
how to sympathize as the Captain of their salvation, Himself made
perfect through sufierings.
And the day of manifestation is coming. He will present His Church
to His Father, He will " be admired in all them that believe," He will
openly declare His Bride before worshipping angels, He will recei,e
of the Father His crowning nuptials, He will have her sit with Him
on His Throne, even as He is set down with His Father upon His
Throne. "To fountains of living waters" will He lead her, and grant
her full and perfect vision and fruition of Himself in His Person and
work for her. Salvation's glorious plan, so "curiously wrought,"
will then be displayed in all its length, depth, breadth and height;
the love of God, which now passeth knowledge, will be the theme
throughout eternity; and the Man in the glory, the God·man, the
Lamb of God, the" I Am that Iiveth, and was dead; and, behold, r
am alive for evermore," will then to wondering worlds display that
He Who was so "curiously wrought" in the secret counsels of the
Father is the crowned Jesus Who hatl! saved His people from their
sins."

" Then shall the Church, the Lamb's own Bride,
Both crown'd and seated by His side,
Outshine the sun's meridian day.
While Jesus, smiling at the sight,
Shall then with a supreme delight
The travail of His soul survey.

.

t•

The Gospel Magazine

525

" Then all, as many waters loud,
In praise-of the Incarnate God,
- Shall fill heav'n's vast immensitv ;
Redeeming love shall swell the song,
Willle endless ages roll along
And then begin eternity.
" Jesus shall soon collect His sheep,
And, when collected, safely keep;
Omnipotence preserves secure
Each feeble soul, by Him enroll'd
Under One Shepherd, in one fold;
Shut in, they shall go out no more."

R.
THE

FORTHCOMING

CLIFTON

CONFERENCE.

THE Forty-eighth Annual Clifton Conference is to be held (God
willing) at the Victoria Rooms, on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday,
October 3rd, 4th, and 5th. Subject:"THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE

LAMB" (Revelation xix. 9).

Outline of Meetings, etc.-Monday, October 3rd, at 7.30 p.m.,
Prayer Meeting at the Victoria Rooms. Tuesday, October 4th, at
11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Addresses on the Conference Subject. Wednesday,
October 5th, at 11 a.m., Addresses on the Conference Subject. Wed·
nesday, October 5th, at 7 p.m.-The Communion Service and Conference Sermon; Preacher, Rev. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A.
SOME SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.
" And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our GOD, all ye
His servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great.
" And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the
voice of mighty thunderings, saying, ALLELUIA, for the LORD GOD
omnipotent reigneth.
" Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to HIM: for the Marriage
of the LAMB is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.
" And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
" And he saith unto me, WRITE, BLESSED are they which are called
unto the MARRIAGE SUPPER of the LAMB. And he saith unto me, These
are the true sayings of GOD.
" And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See
t,hou do it not: I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have
the testimony of JESUS: worship GOD: for the testimony of JESUS is
b~ spiri' of prophecy" (Rev. xix. 5-10).
; He: eforth there is laid up for me a CTown ot- righteousness, which
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the LORD, the RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, shall give me at that day: and not
to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 8).
" And to wait for His SON from heaven, Whom He raised from the
dead, even JESUS, which delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess.
i. 10).
" And you, that were sometime alienated, and enemies in yonr mind
by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh
through death, to present you holy and unbla,meable and unreprovable
in His sight" (Coloss. i. 21, 22).
" That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 1vashing 0/ water
by the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish" (Ephes. v. 26, 27).
" As we have borne the image of the earthy (one), we shall also
bear the image of the HEAVENLY" (One)-(1 Cor. xv. 49).
" The SPIRIT itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
Children 0/ GOD: and if children then heirs; heirs of GOD, and jointheirs with CHRIST, if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be
also glorified together" (Rom. viii. 16, 17).
" Beloved, now are we the sons of GOD; and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be; but we "~ww that when He shall appear, we shall
be like HIM; for we shall see Him as He is " (1 John iii. 2).

BERKELEY SQUARE, BRISTOL,
August, 1910.
My BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW·BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST,-My thirty-first yearly invitation to the CLIFTON CONFERENcr;
is penned with a crippled hand. Since our last year's gathering the
LORD has seen fit to visit me with bodily aflliction, which has greatly
lessened my physical powers, and made it incumbent on me to
moderate my activities. But He has mercifully spared life and
moderated the severities of the stroke which has fallen upon me. At
one period of my aflliction I had lost hope of again being able to convene our happy annual CONVENTION. The united supplications for
me of GOD'S praying people, however, were tenderly heard and considered by our all-merciful heavenly FATHER, and I am now granted
the prospect of meeting His dear servants at Clifton once more. The
promise of loving assistance from several dear fellow-servants of
CHRIST during the season of our forthcoming CONFERENCE have reached
me, and I humbly trust that one more holy, happy season of spiritual
re-union awaits us in October.
The proceedings of the CONFERENCE will be somewhat abbreviated,
the closing Service at the Memorial Church, Clifton, being held on the
WEDNESDAY EVENING instead of on the Thursday, as heretofore.
The Subject selected for the CONFERENCE represents our final heavenly
intercommunion, joy, rest, and bliss in the presence and fellowship
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of our GOD and of the LAMB. It tells of the future blissful entertainment of the CHURCH of the FIRSTBORN, when her LORD shall draw
aside the curtain that now hides from view the ineffable glories He has
in His love prepared, and He reveals" THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB" (Rev. xix. 9).
The foreview of those glories is even now in our time-state revealed
to faith, and made a present possession, as the inspired ApOSTLE
writes: "Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things whieh GOD hath prepared for them that love
Him. But GOD hath revealed them unto us by His SPIRIT: for the
SPIRIT searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of GOD. For what
man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of a man which is in
him 1 even so the things of GOD knoweth no man, but the SPIRIT of
GOD. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
SPIRIT which is of GOD, that wc might know the things that are freely
given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the HOLY GHOST tcacheth; comparing spiritual things with spir'itual " (1 Cor. ii. 9-13).
That, dear friends, is the high privilege which we meet in our CONFERENCE to exercise and enjoy. It is the Communion of Saints into
which we are brought by the witnessing SPIRIT, to partake freely of
the bounties of our FATHER'S House. An antepast of the" prepared"
things of the Kingdom is the present privilege of JEHOVAH'S sons and
daughters. The LORD JESUS Himself bids and leads us to the Feast.
These are His royal words of bidding: "I have eaten My honeycomb
with My honey: I have drunk My wine with My milk: eat, 0
friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song v. 1). It
is thus indeed that weary travellers Zionward are revived and
strengthened. It is thus the new man is made strong to run the
spiritual raCe set before him, and able to hold on triumphantly unto
the end. The discouragements and disappointments of the journey
are indeed many and grievous, but the compensations and consolations of the SPIRIT and the WORD outweigh and triumph over
them all.
We may mourn the loss of many beloved companions in the heavenward race. We may weep over the coldness and faithlessness of the
times in which we live, and the increasing decay of vital godliness
around us, but our FATHER'S House is fast filling with the blood-bought
members of His family, who await our arrival in their happy midst.
Some of us feel very lonely and weary at times. As the honoured but
unworthy CONVENER of this Conference for the long period of thirtyone years, I necessarily am the subject of many solemn reflections. I
cannot forget that beloved little band of Clifton brethren who waited
on me early in the year 1880 to solicit my taking in hand the convening
and the conducting of the CONFERENCE-Colonel Newbolt, Colonel
Biggs, Mr. William Lucas, Mr. Benj amin Thomas, and the last to leave
us, Mr. J ames Inskip, who was present with us in this room, and at
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the LORD'S Table only a year ago at the Memorial Church. May the
LORD draw us who remain closer to each other in the ties of Christian
love and fellowship, and make us increasingly valiant and faithful for
the precious truth of the Gospel of His grace, until He take us unto
Himself, and we enter upon our prepared "lot" at the end of the
days.
" For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting Kingdom of our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST"
(2 Pet. i. 2). AMEN.
" Brethren, pray for us."
Lovingly and prayerfully yours,
J AMES OR1IISTON,
Rector of St. Mary·le·Port.

[NOTES.]
1. PRELIMINARY PRAYER MEETINGs.-Our local friends will kindly
note that Meetings for Prayer will be held at the Victoria Rooms (D.V.)
on the three Friday Evenings preceding the Conference, at 7.30 o'clock,
viz., September 16th, 23rd, and 30th. There wiJl also be a Meeting
for Prayer on Monday Evening, October 3rd, at 7.30 o'clock, to ask
the Lord's blessing on ourselves and others, and that, as the fruit of
the Conference, God's work in and through us may be abundantly
prospered.
2. EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS.-An Early Morning Prayer
Meeting (at 7 o'clock) will be held at the Victoria Rooms on each of
the two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be closed not later
than 8 a.m. The presence of the Lord's" remembrancers" at these
meetings is specially desired.
3. BIBLE READINGS.-A Bible Reading will be conducted at
3 o'clock on the Tuesday and Wednesday, when the sulYject of the
Conference will be discussed, under the directiou of the Rev. W. T.
TURPIN, M.A.
4. AFrERNOON MEETUlGS.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the
principal meetings will be devoted to Bible Readings, Prayer Meetings,
Home and Foreign Missionary Addresses, and to other efforts for the
furtherance of the Lord's work throughout the world.
5. REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING must in all cases
be authentwated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous
communications cannot, for obvious reasons, be recognised. The name
of the sender will, of course, be treated confidentially. All communi·
cations should be addressed: "To the CONVENER of the Clifton Conference, 3, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol."
6. THE LORD'S SUPPER.-At 7 o'clock on Wednesday Evening,
October 5th, a SPECIAL COMMUNION SERVICE will be held and the
Conference Sermon preached at the Memorial Church, Victoria
Square, Clifton, by the Rev. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A., Vicar of St. Julian's,
Shrewsbury.
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7. HYMN BooKs.-Copies of the Hymns used at all the meetings
will be on sale at the doors, price One Penny.
8. RESERVED SEATs.-Friends desirous of securing Reserved Seats
(Stalls) for the three principal Conference Meetings can obtain tickets,
price 2s. each, on application (by post or personally) to the Hall·
keeper, Mr. MONTGOMERY, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan
of the Seats is now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are
ready, and early applirotion, to prevent disappointment, is advised.
9. PROPOSED REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE.-A full REPORT of the
Conference, the Addresses being revised by the Speakers, will be
published (price One Shilling) if written orders (not money) be left at
the doors of the Victoria Rooms during the Conference, or sent to
the printers, The Carlyle Press, 52, Park Row, Bristol, for not fewer
than 700 copies. Printed Order Forms may be obtained at the Bookstall.
EXPENSES OF THE CONFERENCE:-The total expenses will amount to
about £50, the overplus being given to the" United Bristol Mission." .
No Collections are made at the meetings, but BOXES are placed at the
doors to receive the willing offerings of those who value the privileges
of the Conference. The CoNVENER and several local friends also receive
Donations. "Freely ye have received, freely give" (Matt. x. 8).
All communications having reference to the Conference should
be addressed to-The CONVENER of Clifton Conference, 3, Berkeley
Square, Clifton, Bristol.

•

OUR POSITION AND PROSPECTS.
IN the inestimable Epistle to the Ephesians, which is addressed to
Gentile believers and contains so many gracious unfoldings that one
is absolutely overwhehned with the magnitude and depth and sublimity
of them, perhaps one feels this description of the child of God to be one
of the most precious: "Fellow·citizens with the saints" (Eph. ii. 19).
It associates us with those in Christ gone before, with those who are
inhabitants of the glorious city which the Lamb Himself irradiates
with His visible preseuce. They have entered their prepared abode
of bliss in the bright city; we, though their fellow'citizens, are yet
on our journey home. Fellow·citizens! how the expression seems to
knit us together. We know something of the feeling in a very small
degree in our citizen interests here below in our native land, the feeling
of union, of common interests and privileges in belonging to the
same city. If anyone of the same city as ourselves distinguishes
himself in any way, we say with pride, " He is a native of our city,"
and we feel we share his distinction.
So with the saints; we share the same blessed city and the same
full privileges belonging to it, though we are not yet inhabitants of it.
The prepared place is being made ready for us in that same Happy
City with the saints in light: "I go to prepare a place for you," He
said, Who is the Faithful and True. "And if I go J will come again
34
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and receive you unto Myself." He did go, and He has been again,
times without number, to receive His beloved unto Himself one' by
one. And so the City is peopled with the "great multitude which
no man can number." One by one they enter until all His elect shall
be there, and then a happy, complete, glorious city will be the everlasting home of the saints, with their Lord. Just let us see who are
the saints. They are defined in this chapter. They were dead in
trespasses and sins, but He hath quickened them; they did in time
past walk according to the course of this world, but having been loved
with a great love they are now quickened together with Christ and
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. They are saved by
grace through faith, not of themselves: it is God's gift; not by their
own works. They are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works. They were far off, but are now made nigh by the
blood of Christ. There is a brief but very comprehensive description of the saints in Ps. I. 5: "Gather My saints together unto Me;
those that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice." What
sacrifice 1 The sacrifice of the Lamb of God: the blood that hath
taken away the sins of the world. Saints are sinners redeemed with
the precious blood of Christ. And the saints are all journeying Zionwards to the same Celestial City; they are fellow-citizens of the" city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God." Many
have already entered, and" some are passing now." With such we
are fellow-citizens.
Do we want to know more of this city of the living God, the New
Jerusalem 1 When we are going to inhabit an earthly city which
we have never seen, we are very much interested in hearing all about
it, and we seek for information as to its appearance, its customs,
its climate, its people. Much more then do we seek for all descl~ption
of our everlasting city home. Very little, however, is revealed concern·
ing it. We read in the Book of the Revelation, briefly, of its streets,
its gates, its foundations, its freedom from sin and suffering, its brightness; and the smn and substance embodying all the glory is the promise
of" the Lamb as it had been slain." The Lamb revealing the Covenant
with and for His saints in His atoning Blood. Oh! what a privilege!
What inestimable blessing! What infinite grace and abounding
love!
"Zion's sons on earth by faith;
Zion's citizens at death;
Zion's songsters in that day
"
When all tears are wiped away."
How confidently, how serenely, how lovingly we should walk, knowing
our high position and safe standing. Whatever betides us here, we
know we are journeying throngh a foreign land, we are not dwelling
in it, we are travelling through to the city of habitation, the
city of the living God.. Our Elder Brother, our Forerunner, our
Redeemer is preparing for each of us a dwelling-place; not a lodge
as for a wayfaring-man who tarries but for a night, but an ever-
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lasting habitation in the New Jerusalem above. For there" they
go no more out," they dwell there, and "the Lamb shall feed
them"; "they shall hunger no more"; they are perfectly satisfied
amid fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore; they walk with
Him in white, and as thev walk, oh! how sweet the communion
must be, through countless' ages in the holy, happy city! Blessed
indeed are we who are fellow-citizens of that glorious city.
The verse from which we gather our position as " fellow-citizens of
the saints" proceeds to an even more precious expression and description-" of the household of God." The household! This is a nearer
position, a more honoured position, than that of citizenship. We
may dwell in a city, yet never enter the palace. But in the Celestial
City we are of the Royal Family, sons and daughters of the King,
the Lord Almighty, joint-heirs with Christ, incorporated in the one,
whole family in heaven and on earth, ere long to be all together in
"the Father's house on high." In another place (Gal. vi. 10) we
read of " the household of faith" that they are" the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus." We walk by faith, we live by faith. "Without
faith it is impossible to please God." Christ dwells in the heart by
faith; we are justified by faith, and unto us who believe He is precious;
precious in all His dealings, precious in His Person, most precious.
He is the precious corner·stone of the building not made with hands,
of which the Lord says: "In Whom ye also are builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." He dwells in "the
household of faith," the faith that is His own gift, the faith that
apprehends Him, that lives in Him and by Him, that links Him to
us, so to speak.
Oh, reader, "have faith in God!" Though dark clouds lower,
though He seems to deny the request of our lips, because what we
asked was not good in His sight; and His sight is penetrating, His foreknowledge is accurate, His will is absolute, His mercy is everlasting,
and His love boundless. Therefore let us trust Him, trust Him
fully.
"Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail."
We shall see afterwards how good it was He did not grant our desire
but" worked His sovereign will." Dear reader, the God Who dwells
in thee, and with thee, will most assuredly do the very best with thee
and for thee.
" The things we knO\v not now,
In the day of His appearing
Christ will to His people show."
And in the sweet words of another hymn :" He gives the very best to those
Who leave the choice with Him."
" The household of faith,"-a trusting people-" the household of
God." What higher distinction could redeemed sinners possess 1-
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sinners" called to be saints." Look into this precious passage more
closely and prayerfully, and by the power of the Holy Spirit see the
closeness, the absolute life of life, involved in it.. "Now therefore."
Therefore-that means the reconciliation effected through the blood
of Jesus whereby He slew enmity and-wonderful expression-made
" in Himsel/ of twain one new man, so making peace." "There/ore, ye
are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the
saints, and 0/ the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himsel/ being the
chief corner-stone, in Whom all the building "-the building of the
city, the building of the household-" filly /ramed together." Oh!
how this expression cheers one, "fitly framed together." He
brings us together here to fit in some glorious uiche in that glorious
city and household. We are fitly framed here by various exercises
of faith and sorrow and pain, yes, and of victory and love and
rejoicing_ "Fitly framed together." Wherefore ~ "Groweth unto
an holy temple in the Lord." We read of the New Jerusalem in
Rev. 21: "And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." Muse on this:
" the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb." The Lord, the King, the
Father, the Supreme, the Just, the Holy One Who cannot look on
iuiquity. One's soul quails before His piercing eye; but we read
also, "and the Lamb."
This speaks peace in Him Who was slain
for us, in Whom the Father looks and sees justice satisfied, sin washed
away, and in Whom He is well pleased, for His righteousness sake_
In Him all the building, that is, the saints and the household of
faith, "filly /ramed together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord."
Not merely a temple, not merely a glorious temple but" an holy temple
in the Lord." "In Whom "-that is Christ-" ye also"---<lh, the
wonderful" also" of God! How He loves to heap favour upon favour,
grace upon grace, honour upon honour. "In 'Vhom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."
Builded together for an habitation of God! Truly no harm can befall
the habitation of God! " I will dwell in them and walk in them,"
and where He, the Almighty, is, nothing and no one can touch.
Builded in Christ, the Rock of Ages; "rooted and built up in Him."
How closely welded together, how entirely one solid mass, is a building.
Built together in Him He shall"To wondering worlds display
That we in Him are one."
" Built." Have you not noticed, dear reader, how oftentimes the
bricklayer or stonemason has to chip off a piece of the brick or stone
to make it fit in the place, otherwise it would look unsightly or even
not be used at all ~ And so He is fitly /raming us now, it may be by
some painful process, but be of good cheer, it is thy fashioning for
the Temple, the habitation of God. It is the filly framing. He will
not.have one flaw inHis.temple.::.Therefore is it we are being moulded,
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shaped, formed now~for that glorious temple of which we, the bloodbought, ransomed sinners, consist.
" So near, so very near to God, I cannot nearer be,
For in'the
Person of His Son I am as near as He."
•
Yes: builded together in Him for an habitation of God "through
the Spirit." We are Spirit-quickened, Spirit-taught, Spirit-led, and
Spirit-loved. The Holy Spirit seals and ratifies all in the glorious
Covenant of grace.
" I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple of it." "Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God?" We are fitly framed, polished, fashioned by His own
hand, purchased with His own blood, and He will in the Heaven of
heavens, the holy city, the New Jerusalem, rapturously display the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the Saints.
NETTlE.

A MEDITATION.
" SHOULD the wonders God has wrought be lost in silence and forgot? "
No! Help me, Lord, to record Thy mercy, for often when Thou hast
visited my soul with some help, some token for good, I have failed to
be sufficiently thankful. It is astonishing how soon all the sorrow,
and sometimes nearly all the recollection, passes, until it is brought
again to the mind by the Holy Spirit the Remembrancer. During the
year 1 8 - I heard our beloved minister Mr. W-- on the subject,
"I am crucified with Christ," and, blessed be the Name of the Lord,
He granted me a real entrance into the spirit and meaning of it, and for
some weeks the dew and unction rested with me, and I felt I was indeed
in a blessed state. But alas! I cannot now bring back the Saviour
nor remember much of what I then felt; was it Jesus shining upon me?
If so, He will shine again another day, for He is faithful. He shines
behind the cloud. I had been for many months walking in darkness,
consequent upon the prevailing of sin, corruption, and unbelief, and it
has appeared sometimes as if I should never enjoy spiritual things again.
Yet all the time I kept up constant attendance upon the means of
grace. One evening I went to call upon a sick friend. After knocking
at the door and waiting some time, no one answering, I turned away
and went for a walk up S-- Hill. I had no sooner entered the lane,
a quiet, lonely spot, than a spirit of prayer came upon me. I felt
a going out of my soul to the Lord, and that He would bless me and
be with me in my meditations and make them sweet. And this
promise quietly fell upon my mind: "All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise
cast out" (John vi. 37). How clearly I could see God's sovereignty
and choice of His people in these words of our blessed Lord. What
had I, a poor sinner, to do with this selection, the gift of the Father
to Christ. In the counsels of eternity, in the Covenant of grace, they
were given unto the hand of Christ for Him to redeem, to pay th.e
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ransom price. And when the work was accomplished He could look
up and say, Of all which Thou hast given Me I have lost none. And I
felt certain I had no hand, nor had any human being any hand
in this great work of the gift of the Father to His dear Son.
What a gift, and what love not only on the Father's part to give them,
but what love on the part of Christ to receive them, to undertake
for them, and, though He knew the cost, not to shrink back! The
Lord while on earth, ere the price was paid, declared that all those
given ones slwuld come to Hi",. Then a Christ-despiser cannot be one
of those given ones, for those given ones shall come. Oh, how many
hindrances and obstructions there are in the way, how many barriers,
but the gifts of the Father and the shall come are blessedly, strongly,
and for ever linked together, so that all these chosen ones shall come.
Though I cannot look into the eternal decrees of God, or read the record
of eternity as to whether I was a given one, I can prove I am by our
Lord's own words, if I have come to Christ, if I have been drawn to
Christ, if the Holy Spirit has led me to Christ. Thus I saw and could
discern with pleasure that the Holy Three are all engaged to save my
poor soul.
. " A truth by nature never learned,
That Father, Son and Holy Ghost
To save our souls are all concerned."
What a strong cord-a threefold cord which cannot be broken! For
though given to Christ by the Father, I was, as are all others, dead in
sin, and until awakened, until my eyes were opened, until convinced of
my state as a sinner by the Holy Spirit, I never thought of coming to
Christ. And then, as if to silence every question, every doubt, every
excuse that might arise in the breast of a coming one, Jesus Christ
says, " And him that cometh I will in no wise ca·st out." My heart was
full to overflowing, tears would flow, and I felt Jesus very near, very
dear, very precious to my heart. I felt my willing soul wonld stay
there in the fields, for I had found my Lord here.
" And not the fair palaces
To which the great resort,
Are once to be compared to
Where Jesus holds His court."
And was not this a court-visit from the King of kings, while His banner
over me was love 1 I wanted never to lose the sweet savour and power
that was then upon my spirit. Oh, to always live in the heartfelt
knowledge and enjoyment of these things! What a blessed spot that
lane appeared to me: the hedges, the clover in the field, and everything
around seemed so beautiful, so calm and quiet, and I felt loath, as
evening shades came on, to leave the spot where I had so much
enjoyed the Lord's presence.
"Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given Me be with Me,"
these coming one8-" be with Me where I am." Even so, Lord, let
it be !
J ABEZ.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. DR. C. H. WALLER.

<

WE have much pleasure in giving the portrait of the late Dr. C. H.
WALLER in our issue of this month, though we much regret that the
Church of God on earth has been deprived of his valuable testimony in
the defence of" the living inspiration of the Bible," to use an expression
of his own. We had the priVilege on several occasions of meeting and
hearing Dr.WALLER, and we were much impressed with his wide
knowledge of the Bible and with the kindness, gentleness, and humility
of his character. For many years Dr. W ALLER was Principal of St.
John's Hall, Highbury, one of the few Evangelical colleges for the
training of young men for the ministry of the Church of England. Dr.
WALLER wa~ held in high esteem by the studenm who had the advantage
of his tuition, and it was a great pleasure to him to meet one and another
of them as he went about the country lecturing on Biblical subjecm.
The Times, in im obituary notices, gives the following accurate
account of the late Principal of St. John's Hall:" The Rev. CHARLES HENRY WALLER, D.D., formerly for many years
Principal of St. John's Hall, Highbury, died on Monday, May 9th,
1910, at Little Coxwell, Faringdon, Berks, where he had been living
since his retirement.
" Dr. WALLER, who was in his 70th year, was the eldest surviving
son of the Rev. Stephen R. Waller, sometime rector of St. Cuthbert,
Bedford, who belonged to the Wailers of Farmington, Gloucestershire,
and was descended fr.om Edmund Wailer. He won a scholarship at
University College, Oxford, where he obtained a first class in Classical
and a second in Mathematical Moderations, graduating in 1863 with
a second class in Lit. Hum. and a third in Mathematica) Finals. He
was ordained deacon in 1864 and priest in 1865 by Dr. Tait, Bishop of
London, and became curate for a short time of St. J ude's, Islington.
In 1865 he began his long connection with the London College of
DiVinity, _co=only called St. John's Hall, Highbury, the chief
theological college in or near London for the training of Evangelical
candidates for Holy Orders. With this office, which was a very
laborious one, at least in term time, he combined Sunday curacie,s in
various churches, and wa~ for some time minister of St. John,
Hampstead. But it-was the college that claimed most of his attention,
for it had only lately been started under Dr. Boultbee through the
munificence of the late Rev. A. Peache. Mr. WALLER succeeded Dr.
Boultbee as .principal in 1884, and proceeded to his D.D. degree in
1891.
" He was if not a profound yet a very acquisitive student, who
preferred the traditional methods of Biblical criticism, and insI\ired
in his pupils a zeal for the Evangelical cause in im various aspecm. A
man of strong physique, and admired among Evangelicals for his
learuing, he was the means of training a number of men, of whom some
have become prominent in the life of the Church, such as the Chaplain-
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General of the Forces and Prebendary Carlile, of the Church Army.
But Dr. W ALLER, though he published a number of theological and
exegetical works, may be fairly said to have failed either in them, or
in the unconventional letters that he often wrote to the Press, to do
. justice to his considerable powers of intellect. He retired in 1898.
One of his sons, the Rev. C. Cameron Wailer, is Principal of Huron
Divinity College."
An Evangelical contemporary says, "When Dr. Ryle was appointed
Bishop of Liverpool, he invited Dr. W ALLER to become his senior
examining Chaplain. In 1882 he was appointed McNeile Biblical
Professor at the London College of Divinity. . . . He worked with
whole-hearted devotion (as Principal of the College), and brought it
to a high state of effieiency. Some 700 men passed through his hands.
They showed their appreciation of his work by presenting him in 1891
with a handsome testimonial and a request that he would take the
degree of Doctor of Divinity. In 1898 his health again broke down,
and in spite of a lengthened sea-voyage, he was obliged to resign his
post, when through the generosity of the Rev. A. Peache (the founder
of the College) he received a pension. Sinee that time he has lived in
a Berkshire village and has taken duty in some thirty of the neighbouring parishes, and has also added to the number of his Biblical writings."
It was once said of him that " he knew the Greek text of the New
Testament far better than most clergymen know the English, and if
we wanted to sum up Dr. W ALLER'S characteristics briefly, we should
say that, while a good classical seholar, no mean theologian, a very
original thinker, and a brilliant writer, his seholarship, originality,
thought, and every other power he possessed were absorbed in one
subject-the Bible."
A memorial service in connection with the death of the late Dr.
W ALLER was held in the chapel of St. John's Hall, Highbury, on
Thursday, May 12th. The sermon was preached from Rev. iii.8, by
the Rev. Heury Pitt, who in the course of his sermon said :" Yesterday we stood far away in the country in a quiet, beautiful,
secluded churchyard around the open grave of our former beloved
Principal, the Rev. Dr. C. H. W ALLER, whose wise rule and labour of
love will ever be associated with this College, to which he gave thirtyfour strenuous years of robust manhood; and even after his retirement
this place ever remained foremost in his prayers, and in his mind, and
in his heart. We are apt sometimes in our self-conseiousness to forget
the words of our Lord, 'Other men laboured, and ye have entered
into their labours.' The Communion of Saints so beautifully
exemplified in the life of our dear departed Principal is better than
forgetfulness of our brotherhood in the Lord's service. He rarely
spoke of his own works, but he was ever, in no spirit of flattery,
extolling the deeds of others and expressing his indebtedness to noble
exemplars who had influenced his life for good.
"The words of our text were very precious to our dear departed
Principal, ' I know thy works; behold, I have set before thee an open
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door and no man can shnt it: for thon hast a little strength, and hast
kept My Word, and hast not denied My Name.' He lived in close,
intimate personal communion with our Risen Lord. That was the
power of his wonderfnlly active, self-denying life. That was the
source of his cheerfulness in trial, his patience in labour, his wisdom
in perplexity, his hnmility in the presence of his brethren. His life
was a constant striving to fulfil the Apostolic injunction: 'Not
slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in
hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.' His whole
manhood seemed to be sacrificed on the altar of God's service. I
speak from intimate knowledge of him in my own home, where, he
declared in his last letter, my mother was unto him as his own mother;
in his own home, where I saw him as a tender, loving father, and in his
own study, where I was privileged to see his daily work, where I learnt
some of the secrets which made him 'strong in the Lord and the
power of His might.' His constant prayer to God seemed to be that
he 'might be fllled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding,' that he 'might walk worthy of the Lord
nnto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God.' He was a constant student of God's Word,
ever ready with masterly mind and reverential spirit to uphold the
inspiration of Holy Scripture, following in the footsteps of Dean
Bnrgon, whose early teaching moved him profoundly and inflnenced
his whole life.
" So constantly did he 'live in the Spirit' that he wondered why
men should doubt the power of God to make His will clearly, definitely,
and accurately known to His creatures, and some of the hastily-conceived, ill-informed gnesses of critics filled him with amazement.
Myths, legends, and superstitions found no place in his theology. He
built his faith on the immovable rock of the sure written Word which
is able to make us wise unto salvation.
" An eminent scholar himself, he valued most highly any solution
of Biblical difficulties, but he never suffered mere speculations, no
matter how ingenious, to usurp the place of trnth. Presumptnons
invasions into the realm of Faith and attempts to explain what God
has not revealed, or to materialize the spiritual, were all abhorrent to
him and drew from him stern denunciation.
. "Whilst a loyal and true Churchman, he was a companion of all
them that fear the Lord. I have seen him suffering from bodily
weakness, yet patiently explaining at great length in writing the
Scripture difficulties of a Nonconformist minister who by letter applied
to him; and at other times filling laborions hours in the preparation
of notes for the help of local Sunday-school teachers. His catholic
heart went out in brotherly love to all seekers after truth. Thus,
denied of his most dearly loved service, he did not sit idly repining,
but turned to other work. No trouble seemed too great, no office too
small, if only he could by any means win some for Christ and advance
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the progress of righteousness. Dr. W ALLER was quick in appreciating
and generous in acknowledging the worth of those who laboured with
him, and, whilst abhorring flattery, he fully recoguized the able
assistance he received in discharging his great work in this co))ege
from the Rev. Dr. Henry Gee, now Master of University Co))ege,
Durham; and the Rev. J. A. Lightfoot, M.A., now Principal of the
Church Missionary Co))ege, Islington. He was justly proud to think
that he had the early supervision of two such devoted co))eagues
, chosen in the Lord,' who were to be ca))ed to occupy such eminent
and responsible positions in the Church of Christ. When laid aside
by sore aflJiction, he was wont to comfort himself in painful, solitary
hours with thanksgivings to Almighty God for the evidence of such
good fruit to the labours of earlier years in God's vineyard. And,
indeed, he had cause for thankfulness as he reviewed his work, for uot
only could he point to men labouring in a)) parts of the world to
promote God's glory, he had evidence in his own family. One dearly·
loved daughter, after arduous service in Egypt and Arabia as a Church
missionary, lies sleeping in the Lord till He comes to claim His
own. A son and a daughter are witnessing for God in India; another
SOil is training men for the sacred ministry in Canada; whilst another
son serves in the sacred ministry at home; and his two daughters at
home are active in spreading the knowledge of God in the neighbour·
hood in which their lot is cast. With reference to us-his children
in the Lord-his devoted wife and true helpmeet in a)) good works
wrote to me only a few hours before his death :" 'We value prayer very greatly. Please thank all those who sent
loving messages, and say he was constantly referring to one and another
of his old pupils with joy.' "
A very interesting reference to the late Dr. W ALLER occurs in the
English Churchman of May 26th last under the initials of "F. P."
We are sure our readers will be glad to see it :"I had no personal knowledge of the late Principal of St. John's
Hall, but for many years I had been drawn towards him through his
writings, in the first instance, perhaps, through some reco))ections of
the first Principal of St. John's Ha)) which Dr. W ALLER contributed to
the Record on Dr. Boultbee's death in 1884. In that letter Dr. W ALLER,
who was· the first Tutor of the Hall, wrote: 'For the present it is a))
loss to us who are left behind. Only one prospect in the future makes
my heart jump by anticipation-the thought of the day when I sha))
see him again, and be able once more to exchange confidence respecting
our interests and our work. We have worked nineteen years together;
I hope it may not be nineteen more before we meet again. Men of this
stamp have no successors. Those who come after them do not hold
the same place. Either the whole of their work is not continued, or
else it is distributed. But I for one believe thoroughly in the personal
government of the Church by Him Who is the head ofit; Who' holdeth
the seven stars in His right hand; Who walketh in the midst of the
seven golden candlesticks.' We cannot always understand His
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dealings; but if we love Him, we may trust Him, and we cannot trust
Him too much. For the rest we may truly say :- .
, No man can fill the dead man's place,
But every man to whom God gives grace,
May run with patience his own race. '
"The late Dr. Boultbee was an exceptionally gifted man for the
post which he held, although he never received any recognition from
the ecclesiastical authorities beyond a prebendal stall in St. Paul's
Cathedral, and even this slight honour was not conferred on Dr. WALLER;
but both have now beyond doubt received the Master's' Well done.'
The memories of these worthies should, however, in my opinion, be
kept green by those who value Protestant and Evangelical principles.
The mortal remains of Dr. Boultbee lie in the churchyard at Chesham,
of which parish his son, the Rev. C. E. Boultbee, is Vicar.
"Dr. WALLER published at least one volume of sermons which had
been delivered by him at St. John's Chapel, Hampstead, and a copy
caught my eye many years ago in the waiting-room of a Fleet Street
. dentist, who lent it to me to read. Some verses in this volume, written
by Dr. WALLER on recovering from a serious illness, made a great
impression on me, and I took a copy of them.
" Perhaps you may be able to find room for the concluding stanzas,
from which an idea of the whole poem can be gathered :" , In Gilead and by Jordan
My tent awhile must be,
Hard by the" Hill " whose" witness"
Is " Jesus died for me " ;
Hard by the brink of Jordan,
Whose ever-deepening tide
Still, as my feet it cleanseth,
Is whispering " Jesus died."
" , And o'er the flood I'll look, and long
For Jerusalem the free;
While the spirit in the failing flesh
Is going heavily;
And my sign the dimly-burning flax,
The bruised reed shall be,
But my longing only shall not fail;
I'll always long for Thee.
" , And some day, while I'm longing,
I think my Lord will come,
And in the twinkling of an eye
I snail be free, at home;
And my soul, that thirsteth afte(God,
Shall be athirst no more,
.
And my hunger shall be satisfied,
. And all my longing o'er.' "
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" These aspirations have now been fulfilled, and the faithful servant
is at rest-' with the Lord.' I strongly recommend his writings to
your readers. They are, of course, the work of a scholar, and a Bible
scholar; but, what is better still, they impress the reader as coming
from one who is living near the Master, and, therefore, possess no
ordinary power.
" If only the teaching of Dr. WALLER were more often heard from our
pulpits, Evangelical religion would be a much greater power in our
land. I have before me one of his books, Every·day Life, or the
Uneventful Journey, published by John F. Shaw & Co. In an address
on 'Daily Contrarieties,' based on Galatians x. 6, he says: 'We
shall not overcome the flesh by dealing with the flesh. The remedy
which Christ applies is indirect. It is not a cure of the old naturenot a local remedy for a constitutional infirmity-but the remedy of
a true physician-an influx of fresh life. Our spiritual ailments are
constitutional. " From the soul of the foot unto the head there is uo
soundness in us." There is no health in our flesh-in the old natureby reason of our sin. It is no use applying ointment and salve and
plaister to anyone sore; by the time that is healed another will break
out. The life-blood is bad. Put new blood and new life into the
heart, and the sores will close of themselves. With spiritual disease
the law is much the same. It is more of the spirit we want, more of
the words that are spirit and life. More of Christ, my brethren, more
of Christ; that is the remedy. He is our life. This is the only Gospel
I"can put before you, the only remedy for sin I know. Look not at
self, but at Him; He knew all the incurable sinfulness of our nature
beforehand. If our' life had not been gone past remedy, why should
He have given Himself for us 1 May the Lord teach us this, as He
alone can teach it, that we may know how to " walk in the Spirit," and
then we " shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh." ,
"I understand that since his resignation of the Principalship Dr.
WALLER has been preaching from time to time in the villages around
Little Coxwell, in Berkshire, where he lived. These villages have been
highly privileged, and one cannot but feel that there must have been
eternal results through his testimony. 'So the Master Whom he
loved so well, and Whose quest he followed, carried him home at last.'
These words from Dr. Boultbee's sermon for the C.M.S. at St. Bride's
in 1881, with reference to Mr. Henry Wright, may very fiUy be applied
to Dr. W ALLER. May God in His mercy raise up in our Church more
such Bible-loving men and faithful witnesses to His truth."
THERE is a threefold life whereof we partake, and God is the God of
each unto us. First, the life of nature; secondly, the life of grace;
thirdly, the life of glory.-T. Horton.
THERE is One who ordereth our steps, and He will cause every
circumstance to arise in their successive order, as 8ha1l be but for the
furtherance of His designs.-The late Rev. William Nunn.
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'sCtlllOlH. nUll j)l,ote» of Sermon»,
A SERMON

By THE REV. DR. HEWLETT, FOR

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY,
PREACHED ON FEBRUARY 13TH, 1848.

" Ohrist is all, and in all. Put on there/ate, as the elect 0/ God, holy
and beloved, bowels 0/ mercies, kindness."-COLOSS. iii. 11, 12.
WE are taught that it is the peculiar work and engagement of the
eternal Spirit to reveal and make k"IlOWn the Lord Jesus Christ in all
His fulness and completeness to the hearts of sinners; and we are
also taught that the Bible is a revelation of God concerning His own
dear Son, Jesus Christ-a display of the heart of God, and of the
thoughts of God which He thinketh concerning His chosen. There·
fore, we look in every part of God's blessed Word for the name and
character and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, believing that the Holy
Ghost caused holy men of old to write the sacred Scriptures with a
view to the exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ and to the comforting
of the hearts of His people. Aud those who thus read their Bibles
are never disappointed. They may, it is true, be reading and
examining and praying for some time before the light dawns in all its
brilliancy and conviction upon their souls; still, the Lord never
suffers His people to toil and labour wholly in the dark. He never
allows them to struggle entirely without hope, but He doth by His
gracious presence and by His animating Spirit cheer them on to search
the Scriptures, for they are they which testify of Jesus. And no man
ever yet repented having taken up the Word of God to peruse in a
prayerful spirit, because no one ever yet sought for knowledge in that
Word who was not already under Divine teaching, under the influence
and control of the blessed Spirit of J ehovah Who never begins any
work which He does not fully carry out and entirely complete. But,
my friends, in every portion of God's blessed Word you find that while
the Lord Jesus Christ is exalted, the sinner is abased and laid low;
you find that the whole plan of salvation by grace hath this particular
bearing, to bring man into his proper place before his Maker and his
Redeemer, which is, to use the language of Holy Writ, to lay his hand
upon his mouth, " yea, to put his mouth in the dust," if so be that he
may obtain mercy. In the words I have read for our consideration
this evening you will find that the Apostle is addressing himself
to the Christians at Colosse with a view to exhorting them to the
performance of what we may properly term Christian duties or to the
manifestation of the power of Divine grace in their souls, by their
conduct one towards another and towards the world at large. He
reminds them in the first clause of my text that" Christ is all, and in
all "-that there is no superiority of the civilized man over the heathen,
of the Jew over the Gentile, in the Christian faith, but that" Christ is
all, and in all." And he further exhorts them-for you observe_the
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word " therefore" connects the two verses together, which is as though
he said, Seeing that this is the case, seeing that this is a revealed fact,
seeing that this is a soul-supporting doctrine, seeing that this is a
heart-reviving cordial, " that Christ is all, and in all, put on therefore,
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness."
Now the words of my text, though not taken precisely in the order
in which they stand, will afford us a subject of meditation for this
evening in this way: first of all to consider the persons to whom the
Apostle. says, "Christ is all, and in all," as described in the twelfth verse
_" the elect of God, holy and beloved ;" in the second place to notice
what the Lord Jesus Christ is to these, namely, that He "is all, and in
all ;" and thirdly, to consider the natural effect which may be expected
to arise in the mind and in the practice of those individuals unto whom
Christ is all, and in all, " that they put on bowels of mercies, kindness."
And may God the Holy Ghost, Whose office it is to "take of the things
of Christ, and show them to us," graciously condescend to warm the
hearts and enlighten the minds both of the preacher and hearers of
God's Word this evening, that we may all, if it be His blessed will,
rejoice together in the knowledge of Him Who hath done great things
for us, and hath had mercy upon us.
1. In the first place, the words of my text in the 12th verse supply
me at once with information as to the persons unto whom the
Lord Jesus Christ" is all and in all." They are designated" the elect
of God, holy and beloved." Now my dear friends, if you can for
a few minutes divest your minds of any natural prejudices or
of any educational prejudices which you may have concerning
the truths of God's blessed ·Word, and listen to the declaration of
God in that Word concerning this important doctrine which I am
about to touch upon, I trust it may be the will of God to
remove from the eyes of your understanding those scales which
at present obstruct the clearness of your vision and prevent you from
enjoying that great and unspeakable comfort which arises from a
knowledge and understanding of it. For the prejudices of our minds,
both by nature and by education, strengthen the enmity of our carnal
mind against God; and there is no trnth which is so much kicked
against by the proud Pharisee and the licentious Sadducee, as the
simple truth which is contained in the 17th Article of our Church-that
"predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of God whereby
(before the foundations of the world were laid) He hath constantly
decreed by His counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and
damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ, out of mankind, and
to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to
honour." I say it is so entirely opposed to the prejudices of the carnal
mind, which is fortified by all that human learning can do to aid and
assist it, and by all the reasoning powers of man, that all sorts of
devices and plans have been adopted to endeavour to get rid of that
unpalatable declaration which involves in it the solemn assertion of
the Apostle, " By grace are ye saved." If it be not so, if grace did not
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" first inscribe my name in God's eternal book," I pray you when did
grace first begin to work? But," let God be true, and every man' a
liar," and let us examine into the statements of God's Holy Word on
this point. I will not burden your memories with many portions of
Scripture, though they may be multiplied almost without end. If
you turn to the first chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians,
you will read at the 3rd verse, " Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ: according as He hath chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Him in love: having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will; " and so on. Again, if you turn to the 8th
chapter of his Epistle to the Romans and the 29th verse, you will
perceive a contradiction to those persons who assert that preachers
of the Gospel say that if men be chosen to salvation they will be saved,
however vile their lives, and that if they are not chosen to salvation
they will be lost, however holy their lives may be. "Whom He did
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
His Son," to be like His Son Jesus Christ. Was Christ a Holy Man,
or was Christ a vile man? If it be the case as the Scripture declares
that He was" holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners,"
He should be a model at which His followers should aim; He should
be a pattern of our good works and holy living, although we say He is
more than that-He is all, and in all. Thus there is here a refutation
of that false and frivolous declaration, that perversion of the truth,
that abominable lie which is so often in the mouths of those who, I
verily believe in their hearts, know it a falsehood while they utter it ;
" for whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate them He also called;
and whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified
them He also glorified." In the 2nd chapter of the 2nd Epistle to the
Thessalonians and the 13th verse, you have a repetition of the same
truth in almost the same words; you have the same also in 1 Thess.
i. 4-5; 2 Tim. i. 9; and 1 Peter i. 3, 4. If you will read these
passages at your leisure, they may be the means of stirring up your
pure minds by way of remembrance, while your hearts are established,
rejoicing in this blessed fact. But time will not allow me to dilate
upon this point. I merely glance at it to show you that the Scripture
testimony given by God Himself concerning the salvation of sinners
is based upon this-the electing love of God the Father.
And now mark, my dear friends, "the elect of God are holy and
beloved." They are" holy," in the first place, as being a part and
parcel of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who sanctified Himself, that they also
might be sanctified in Him. But this is not all; they are so in the
second place as being the temples of the Holy Ghost, "bought with
a price," and bound to glorify God in their bodies and spirits which
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are His. But although I say that God's people are" holy," through
the indwelling of the Spirit of God, by Whom they are as truly sanctified
as they breathe the atmosphere around them; mark, I do not say that
holiness is of the creature. Does the flesh, the old man, get any better 1
I trow not. Is it not the experience of the most eminent of God's
people, that instead of getting better they seem to get worse. But
they cannot get worse; that which is at the lowest point of
depravity can never go lower; that which is at the utmost pitch
of wickedness can never go higher. And this is the state of all of
us by nature; the whole of our lives is a development of what
is in our hea.rts, and what is in God towards us; it is a development
of love in the heart of J ehovah, it is a development of all that
is evil in the heart of a poor sinuer. And this is the reason why a
Christian is considered as a complete paradox, as sorrowful and
cast down, "yet always rejoicing" in Christ, or as the spouse in the
Canticles has it, "I am black, but comely, as the tents of Kedar, as
the curtains of Solomon"; black as the depth of iniquity, comely
as the righteousness and beauty of the Lord Jesus Christ can make
me.
Thus there are carnal propensities and desires continually urging the
believer downwards to the things of time and sense; but you see the
heavenborn spirit with all its upward tendencies and ardent desires
after holiness and conformity to Christ rising above these; although
he is obliged to cry out continually, " 0 Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for me." But observe again, beloved, "the elect of God" are
holy in their lives. Their holy desires, their holy thoughts, their holy
feelings we could know nothing of, except they were outwardly
exhibited. And so it is, that as a lamp or lantern shines brilliantly
through the horn or glass by which it is surrounded, so the holiness
of God's children causes them to exhibit a brilliant life and conversation,
that they may adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things.
A man that is not conformed to the world nor the things of the
world, but" transformed by the renewing of his mind," by the power
of the Holy Ghost which is in him, a man whose single aim is to glorify
God in his body and spirit which are His, a man whose earnest desire
is to "run with patience the race set before him, looking unto Jesus, the
Author and Finisher" of his faith, and though ofttimes stumbling in his
Christian career, ofttimes drawn aside by some folly or other, still
continuing onwards in that career-:-even the very afflictions which
such a man has to encounter, the very troubles he has to bear, the
very temptations by which he is assailed are made so many instruments in the hand of a good and gracious God to accelerate his passage
heavenwards and homewards, that he may glorify his God. But the
elect of God " are not only a holy people, they are also a beloved"
people. My dear friends, here is the source of all our comfort and
happiness, we are beloved of our God. Can we believe it 1 The
living God loves lost and ruined sinners; the living God loves you who
were once lost in self-love; and He says of you, "I have loved you

The Gospel Magazine

545

with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn
you." I know not a more blessed truth in God's Word than this.
I remember once hearing a good man, poor and comparatively
illiterate, who has now gone to his heavenly rest, saying that he had
been separated from some friends who knew him as a professor of
godliness in a very low way, in the way of free-will and human power.
After a lapse of time, however, they saw him, and said to him, " Well,
Thomas, how are you going on now 1 Do you love the Lord Jesus
Christ 1 " "Why," said he, "I have found out something better
than that!" " Why, what can you mean 1 You must be sunk and
lost indeed." "No," said he, "I have found that the Lord Jesus
Christ loves me; and my love to Him is not worth mentioning, but His
love to me binds my soul fast to everlasting life and glory." So here,
all the elect of God are holy and beloved. My friends, are you
among the number 1
What a blessed truth I am going to touch upon in the second place!
Have you any interest in it 1 Have you any concern in it 1 Is it the
wish of your hearts to be numbered among the Lord's elect people 1
Do you desire to climb into heaven, that you may read your name in
the Lamb's book of life 1 You need not go so high; if you have in
your hearts a desire after the Lord Jesus Christ--not a desire after the
praise of men, but a desire to live after God's blessed Word-then you
have God's own testimony, the Spirit's own work, and the Spirit's own
witness, that you are among the number of "the elect of God, holy
and beloved."- Yes, though your faith may be weak, -though your
hopes may be faint, though your mind may be wavering, though your
affectiona may be cold, though you find your heart frequently
wandering from Him, if He is the polar star of your hopes, if He is the
point to which the needle turns, there is the testimony which God
alone can afford, the life which God alone hath imparted, the hope
which God alone hath kindled, the love which God alone "hath
shed abroad in your hearts," and you may thank God and take
courage.
2. But nothing but this truth of God can do this; there can be no
permanent peace, no abiding joy, no growth in grace, no advance in
the Christian life, but through the reception of the truth as it is in
Jesus. And what is that blessed truth 1 It is this, "Christ is all,
and in all." You observe, " Christ is all," for the elect, to the elect,
and in the elect. It is not as is sometimes read, " Christ is all and all,"
though that is a blessed truth, but Christ is all, and in all "; to explain
myself more fully, "Christ is all" for us. I allude here to the
representative character, to the surety character, and to the substitute
character of our Lord Jesus Christ. You will understand me better,
perhaps, by referring to the 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians, the 5th
chapter and the last verse, where the Holy Ghost says by the Apostle,
" He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." As truly as Jesus Christ
was made sin, so truly are the elect of God made holy and righteous in
35
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Him. Observe again, Christ, as the representative of His people, stood
charged with our guilt, and He took it all away. If you turn for a
moment to Psalm ciii., you will find how blessedly the Psalmist, in
commuuing with his own soul, speaks of this fact. He says, in the
12th verse, " As far as the east is from the west" (that is an immeasurable distance) "so far hath He removed our transgressions from us."
And if you turn to the 50th chapter of Jeremiah and the 20th
verse, you will find a similar expression, "In those days, and in that
time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and
there shall be none; and the sins of J udah, and they shall not be found:
-for I will pardon them whom I reserve." It is because the Lord Jesus
()hrist hath effectually and eternally conveyed them out of the way,
:so that there is no more sin laid to the charge of God's people than
-there was laid to the charge of Jesus Christ when God welcomed Him
home to His heavenly glory and said, " Sit Thou on My right hand, till
I have made Thine enemies My footstooL" You recollect that
J udah said, when he wanted his father to let Benjamin go with them
into Egypt to buy corn, "If I bring him not unto thee, and set him
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever." And so said our'
blessed Lord, " If I bring not back those lost and ruined sinners before
Thee, holy and without blame, then let Me bear the blame for ever! "
But is there any blame attaching to the Lord Jesus Christ 1 How can
there be, when it is the proclamation of heaven, "Who shall lay
anything to the charge. of God's elect 1 It is God that justifieth.
Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died, yea, rather,
that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also
maketh intercession for us." Whatever the living God requires of
those who approach unto Him, Jesus Christ is there ready to present
it; and He doth, by appearing in the presence of God for them and on
their behalf, present them perfect in the sight of their Heavenly Father.
But I said, you will recollect, not only that" Christ is all" for us, but
that He is " all" to us. On the one hand, all that God requires He
seeks at the hand of Jesus; and on the other hand, all that we require
of God we seek at the hands of our blessed Jesus. You will understand
me better by referring to Psalm hxiii., where the Psalmist says;
"Whom have I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon earth
that I desire besides Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is
the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." Do we need an
encouraging motive 1 Is it not supplied in the love of Jesus Christ 1
Do we need a word of exhortation 1 Is it not supplied in the mind of
Jesus Christ 1 Let the same mind be in you, which was also in Jesus
Christ. Do we need to be stimulated onwards and heavenwards in
our career, and is not the stimulus supplied by the preciousness of
our Lord Jesus Christ 1 "Unto you therefore that believe, He is
precious." Whatever we lack of this world's ,goods, is there not a
fulness in Christ to make up the deficiency 1 When Peter said to the
Redeemer, " Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed Thee; what
shall we have therefOre 1" Jesus answered, " Verily I say unto you,

,
The Gospel Magazine

547

That ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of
?tlan shall sit on the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit npon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone that hath
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife,
or children, or lands, for My Name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold,
aud shall inherit everlasting life." And is not the hundredfold
more "the rcccption of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself ~ Is there
anyone here to-night that has known what it is to lose any dear and
beloved object, let it be wife, husband, parent, or child, houses or
lands, name or reputation, let it be what it may that is most dear and
most valued 1 If that individual be brought to the knowledge of Christ,
ask him, and he will testify that he has an hundredfold more in his
present state than he possessed before. "The peace of God which
passeth all understanding," will it not fill up every vacuum 1 Will
it not satisfy every desire ~ Will it not gratify every inclination of
the renewed soul, as " shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost " ~
I trow it will. We want nothing to make us happy here below but a
sense of God's love in Christ towards us, continually kept in operation
by the power of the Holy Ghost, and in spite of all the opposition of
" the world, the flesh, and the devil." This is what I mean by saying
Christ is all to us. But you will say, " You said that Christ is all in us,
and I cannot understand that." Can you not? I mean to say that
every act performed for God, every earnest desire after holiness, every
effectual work that is for the honour and glory of God, is from" Christ
in you the hope of glory." Is it not said, " If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His " ~
N9w although in His human nature Christ is at the right haud of
God interceding or us, is He not, by His Divine nature, by His blessed
Spirit, in His spiritual power, in His spiritual energy in the souls of
His people? Therefore I say, for all that I want for my own personal
happiness, if I look for anything out of Him, I shall be disappointed;
all that I want, both for my own peace of mind and for my work, is in
Him. And thus" Christ is all " in us. Hence the beautiful figures
made use of in the Word of God. In John xv. Christ says, " I am the
Vine; ye are the branches." Now whence comes the sap, which causes
the tree to bring forth and bud? Comes it not from the root? And so
it is with the branches of the Lord Jesus Christ. Does not everything
come from Him ~ Again, He says, "I am the Head; ye are the
members." And St. Paul expatiates on this in Romans xii. and also
in 1 Corinthians xii, where he says that as the natural body consists
not of one member only, bnt of many, so it is with the body mystical.
As the blood circulates through the human body, and the nervous
system combined together causes feeling in every part of the human
frame, so the life of the Lord Jesus Christ, diffused by the Holy Ghost
into every member of the mystical body, causes sensation in everyone
of them; and where there is sensation, there is certainly life.
3. Dear friends, time passes on, carrying us forward on its bosom
towards that eternal day when time shall be no longer; and therefore
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I am warned to bring my discourse to a conclusion by reminding you
that" the elect of God, holy and beloved," to whom" Christ is all and
in all," are exhorted" to put on bowels of mercies, kindness." Not
to follow the harsh customs and chilling practices of a world that
lieth in wickedness-not to follow the example of the priest or the
Levite, who saw the poor man lying by the wayside, and crossed the
road that they might avoid him, but to imitate that of the good
Samaritan, who when he saw him raised him up and placed bim on his
own beast, bound up his wounds, and poured in oil and wine. My
dear friends, we live in the cbilling atmosphere of a carnal world; we
live, as it were, in the frozen region of benumbed humanity, where
every man is for himself, and for himself alone. No wonder, then,
if while we are sojourning in this region we are infected to a certain
degree with the feelings that prevail around us. But when we are
brought into the atmosphere of God's blessed Word, when we are
brought within the circumference of God's love, when we are brought
in contact with the Lord Jesus Christ, will it not unfreeze every sinew 1
Will it not open every heart 1 Will it not cause every proper feeling
to expand 1 And shall, we not delight in manifesting that we have
" bowels of mercies," and that we .are not destitute of " kindness" 1
I have been invited to remind you that there is in existence a Society
which dispenses whatever you Christian people, "the elect of God,
holy and beloved," may be pleased to place at its disposal, for the
wants of God's Aged Pilgrims.
And now my dear friends, what more can I say 1 What more
need I say 1 The cause is brought before you, the facts are stated to
you. If there be anything left unsaid, your minds will I know suggest
it; and if there be any appeal that could be made which has not been
made, your own hearts will I trust suggest that appeal; and the best
appeal will be your appeal to your circumstances that you may give
according to your means. Two verses of this lesson which we read
this evening struck my mind very forcibly. On hearing them I
remembered having read in a newspaper, not many days ago, " It will
be fifty-seven years next Sunday (the 13th of February) since the same
service was read throughout on that day." How long it will be before
the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany falls again on the 13th of February
I do not know; but nothing could be more opportune, nothing could
more properly prepare the way for the observations I have made, or
second them with the warrant of God's Word. In the twelfth and
following verses of the ninth chapter of the Second Corinthians you
read, "For the administration of this service not only supplieth the
want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto
God." You will not only supply the wants of the saints by your
contributions, but you will make many thanksgivings go up from their
hearts unto God. Is not that a blessed thing 1 But mark again,
" And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding
grace of God in you." Oh! how sweet it is to think that there are some
poor saints of God, who when they hear of your contributions to-night
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will thank God on your behalf, and pray to Him on your behalf.
I know not what you think, my friends, with respect to others praying
for you; but I know that the other evening I was in company with
a man of God, who said to me, "When will you come and see me ?
I have not missed a day praying for you personally for the last seven
or eight years, and I think you ought to come and see me." It softened
my heart and melted niy eyes to tears. But what is that after all ?
There is One that" ever Iiveth to make intercession" for everyone of
us: and that one is Christ, Who is " all and in all."
BRUISED REEDS.
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NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, ON THURSDAY, JULY 14th, 1910, BY
THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.
" For a small moment have I forsaken thee,. but with great mercies
will I gather thee. In a liule wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ,.
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord
thy Redeern.er."-IsAIAH liv. 7, 8.
WHILE lately meditating on this passage, I was struck by the two
headings on this page of my Bible: the one, "Messiah's humiliations
arid sufferings," the other, "The prosperity of the Church." There
is a great secret in these two contrastive headings, and at the same
time an accordance between them. The prosperity of the Ohurch
in this world and the world to come is due to the meritorious sufferings
of Christ, so that the blood, while it is the death of Ohrist, is the life
of the Church: "Because I live, ye shall live also." He rose again
the Victor over death, and His people in virtue of that death and
resurrection passed from death into life. What He suffered for us was
meritorious suffering, and so our salvation has been worked out by
Him.
To come to our text and the contrast between His dealings with us,
I would impress on you the fact that the Lord has a reason for all His
performances. He does nothing haphazard. He knows accurately
to-uight what He will do ten thousand years hence. We only know
His purposes by His dealings with us. But om longing is to know
the Lord's way more perfectly; to pass from the little we know into
the great knowledge which He has in store for us.
Our text says, " For a small moment have I forsaken thee." God's
people are often a forsaken people, as they think. They fear He is
overlooking them and forgetting them. In what sense does He forsake
His people? Only after the manner of their feelings. In reality He
never leaves, nor forsakes one whom He has made His own, but He
does forsake in their realization of His presence, as He thinks good for
His children. Then they can only patiently wait till He speaks to
them again. Notice the" but" that follows in our text, and let us
thank God for it. It is as though He hastened on to that" but "-
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" But with great mercies will I gather thee." Thou. art not cast off,
nor cast out: thou shalt be one whom the Lord has gathered to His
own heart with not only "mercies" but "great" ones. He calls
them so. Himself.
In the next verse we again have a contrast. "IN A LITTLE WRATH
I hid My face from thee FOR A MOMENT; but with EVERLASTING
KINDNESS will I have mercy upon thee." God times the length of His
displeasure-" a little moment." God's moments are very short
when set over against His eternity. And He makes the hidings of His
face very profitable, and for a great end. He keeps His end in sight
from the beginning. God's people have a great future in anticipation
-that they shall for ever and ever enjoy the kindness of the Lord,
Who changeth not. He will never leave us nor forsake us.
" Saith the Lord, thy Redeemer" (Goel); He has put His name to
this great promise. He has passed His word never to leave the needy,
never to overlook them in their troubles. And He brings them to have
the same mind as Himself about the matter. In 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18, we
find the Apostle Paul saying, "For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory; wbile we look not at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which ~re not seen are eternal." Here again we have
the same contrast: "Our LIGHT affliction . . . BUT FOR A MOMENT,"
contrasted with" A FAR MORE EXCEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF
GLORY." The things which are seen are fleshly and human; the
things which are not seen are Divine. In His Word He tells us of
various glorious things which He has prepared. May God help us
to esteem earthly things and troubles as mere light dust in the balance!
How small our trials become when looked at in the light of God's love!
Let us be taken up with the realities of eternity; with the things
. which He has prepared for us. We shall never have to mourn over
them as disappointing delusions. May He help ns to esteem highly
the things which He esteems highly.
A dear Christian friend, who lately called on me to express his
affectionate sympathy in my affliction, gave me the following touching,
truthful lines (with which I conclude). The subject is
"BRUISED

REEDS. JJ

" CHRIST is bnilding His kingdom with earth's broken things;
Men want only the strong, the successful, the victorious, the
unbroken, in building their kingdoms.
But GOD is the GOD of the unsuccessful-of those who have failed.
Heaven is filling with earth's broken lives, and there is no bruised
reed that CHRIST cannot take and restore to glorious blessedness
and beauty;
He can take the life, crushed by pain or sorrow, and make it into
a harp, whose music shall be all praise!
He. can lift earth's saddest failure up to Heaven's glory! "
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"I WILL GIVE YOU REST."
FROM "CHRIST'S CALL TO THE WEARY"; A SERMON BY THE LATE
REV. ROBERT CANDLISH, D.D., OF EDINBURGH.
" Gome unto Me, all ye that labour and are Mavy laden, and 1 will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn 0/ Me, for 1 am meek
and lowly in Mart .. and ye sOOU find rest unto your souls. For My
yoke is easy, and My burden is light."-MATT. xi. 28-30.

THE bleBBingB which the Saviour here promiBeB to beBtow are His own.
They are HiB own, not merely in the BenBe of their being HiB to purchaBe,
merit, and obtain, and HiB to diBtribute and diBpenBe, but in a senBe
far more Bpecial and perBonal, a senBe implying that they are HiB Ba
Btrictly and inseparably that they can never be parted with or given
away. He may Bhare them with others, but He never can part with
nor give them away to otherB. If He could they would not be the Bame
excellent bleBBings that they are.
ThiB iB true of all the benefits which He haB to bestow, whether
here or hereafter. "In My Father'B house," He says, "are many
mansions: I go to prepare a place for you: and if I go to prepare a
place for you, I will come again." To do what ~ To hand over to
you the place B!> prepared ~ No; but to "receive you unto Myself,
that where I am there ye may be alBa" (John xiv. 2,3). "To him that
overcometh will I grant "-what 1 A throne of hiB own ~ No; but
"to Bit with Me in My throne, even aB I alBa overcame, and am set
down with My Father in HiB throne" (Rev. iii. 21). "The glory
which Thou gaveBt Me, I have given them." How 1 By parting with it
and giving it away to them 1 No; but by Bharing it with them:
" That they may be one, aB We are: I in them, and Thou in Me, that
they may be made perfect in one" (John xvii. 22).
Hence the Bingular and touching emphasiB of such expreBBionB as
these, "My peace," "My joy"; indicating that the peace and the joy
meant are not merely the peace and the joy which He purchased and
which He beBtowB, but His own peace, and HiB own joy; the very
peace and the very joy which ChriBt Himself pOBBesseB, experiences,
and feels; and in which, aB His own, thuB actually pOBBeBsed, experienced, and felt by Himself, He admits His people, aB partnerB and
partakerB, to Bhare.
The Bame idea BeemB evidently to be involved in the Lord's closing
expressions, where He enforceB His call by the consideration, "My
yoke iB easy, and My burden is light." My yoke, He says, and My
burden; it iB not merely the yoke and burden which I impose: that
iB but half the meaning, and a poor, cold, and tame meaning, too; but
the yoke and burden which I bear. It is My own yoke and burden,
the very yoke and burden imposed on Myself. It is My yoke, My
burden, Mine exclusively and inseparably; Mine, for none can bear
it instead of Me; 'Mine, for none can bear it without Me; Mine, not
to be received or taken by you from Me, but to be taken upon you,

The Gospel Magazine

552

with Me and in Me. So also when the Lord says, "Learn of Me, for
I am meek and lowly in heart," this is not merely a general commendation of Himself as a teacher, or tutor, at Whose feet it may be very
pleasant to sit, and under Whose mild eye and gentle hand it may be
a privilege to be trained. It specially marks Him out as fitted and
qualified to be our Instructor, because He possesses Himself the very
acquirements or accomplishments that we need to learn, and because
He makes us one with Himself in them all. It is His own meekness,
His own lowliness in heart, that He is to impart to us, and we are to
learn of Him; it is the very mind that was in Him that is to be in us.
And finally, when He says, "I will give you rest," it is His own rest
that He proposes to share with us; for the promise left to us is the
promise of entering into" His rest" (Heb. iv. 6).
In the first place, "I will give you rest." There is a remarkable
connection between this promise and the Lord's appeal to the Father
which immediately precedes it. In that appeal it would almost seem
as if He Himself, labouring and heavy laden, had sought and found
rest unto His soul. He had been enduring much of the contradiction
of sinners against Himself. The mission or embassy of John's
disciples, in itself a proof of great spiritual blindness either of the
Baptist or of his friends, gave occasion to the Lord's severe animadversion on the miserable infatuation of the age, that would not
receive the truth under any form, and yet would ever seek to lay upon
some peculiarity in the form the blame of the rejection of the truth
itself. Thereafter the Lord, His Spirit being more than ordinarily
stirred within Him, began to upbraid the cities wherein most of
His mighty works were done, because they repented not. Thus
the soul of Jesus is vexed through the perverseness alike of
opposing foes and unsympathizing friends. And for relief He turns
from earth to heaven, from man to God. "I thank Thee, 0 Father."
It is a very solemn scene, a very awful sight, which we are here
permitted to contemplate; entering in truly within the veil. The
eternal and well·beloved Son of God is seen and heard communing
with His Father respecting the terms of the everlasting Covenant,
and the perfect understanding that subsists between them in regard
to it. The Saviour appeals from the unbelief of men to the faithfulness and truth of the everlasting God. And in His appeal, what
assured confidence does He express in the Father's love to His little
ones! "I thank Thee, 0 Fath€.r, Lord of heaven and earth, because
Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes." What acquiescence, also, does He express in the
limitation of that love, in the secret sovereignty of the Lord of heaven
and earth, as well as in His revealed purpose of grace! "Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." Who may enter into the
full meaning of these words, as addressed by the Son to the Father?
The evangelist Luke says that, in uttering them, "Jesus rejoiced in
spirit" (x. 21). It is the one solitary instance in which we find the
emotion of joy ascribed to the Man of Sorrows; and it is ascribed to
\
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Him in language peculiarly strong, denoting inward exultation and
rapture, the very leaping of the soul for excess of delight. Our Lord's
intercourse with men generally afforded little cause of joy. At the
best, a kind of benignant and melancholy complacency marked His
treatment even of those whom He most pitied and loved! And the
smile that won little children to His embrace and emboldened John
to lean on His bosom, had in it quite as much of sadness as of sweetness.
His delights, indeed, were with the children of men, but the joy of His
soul was with His Father in heaven. So it was here. Jesus rejoiced
in the Spirit; the Holy Ghost being with Him in this joy, as He said,
"Father, I thank Thee."
Thus in the eternal counsels of the Father's will, which He came to
do-that free and immutable will of the Father, which, in spite of all
the pride of the wise and prudent, secures the revelation of all saving
truth and the communication of all saving blessings to the babes whom
they despise-in the sovereign and infallible purpose of the Father
which, as the eternal Son He ever reverently adores, Jesus, in the Spirit
finds His one solitary source of joy on the earth. Here is the secure
and solid footing on which He may stand! From the shifting sands
and tossing waves of man's fickle and fluctuating wilfulness in time,
He passes to the Rock of Ages, the unchanging will of God, before all
time, and owning that will as alike sure and supreme. "Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight "-He inwardly and mentally
exults and leaps for joy!
Then turning again from heaven to earth, and addressing Himself
not so much" to the wise and prudent," as to "babes," the Lord goes
on to announce the fulness of the commission which He had received
from the Father, for the accomplishment of that eternal purpose in
which He rejoices--" All things are delivered unto Me of My Father."
And finally, He asserts His own exclusive right, as well as the sufficiency
of His power, to execute the commission and carry out the purpose
of the Father, " And' no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son will reveal Him " (v. 27).
Now it is in the fulness of this exercise of His own soul that Jesus
on this occasion addresses His gracious invitation to the "weary and
heavy laden," as if, resting and rejoicing Himself, He would have them
to rest and rejoice along with Him. Thus, in the first place, thankfully
acqniescing in the sovereign purpose of the Father; entrusted, in the
second place, with the carrying out of that purpose, and having all
things delivered to Him by the Father for that end; and fully qualified,
as in the third place He declares Himself to be, for becoming the
exclusive channel for communicating all that is to be known of the
Father to men ;-thus, I say, refreshed by His communion with the
Father, all Whose counsels He shares, and returning to His business
of dealing with men on the Father's behalf, the blessed and adorable
Saviour stands forth as the Giver of rest to them that labour-His
own rest-the very rest into which He Hinlself has just been entering,
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and in which He has been so greatly rejoicing: "I will give you
rest."
Oh, what a world of meaning may we now find in this promise! And
what a flood of light is shed on the nature of the rest which Jesus gives,
when we learn thus to identify it with His own! It is rest in God;
it is rest with God; it is the very rest of God Himself! It is the rest
of acquiescence, of complacency and delight in the sovereign will of
God, choosing not the wise and prudent, but babes, to be inf.allibly
enlightened and saved; in the infinite fulness of God, entrusted to
Christ for these babes; and in the open manifestation which that
same Christ makes of the Father, in Whose bosom He Himselfdwells.
Thes,e are the elements of His own rest, in which He sought relief and
refuge from all the wilful unbelief by which men so sorely grieved His
soul, causing Him so painfully to labour, and so often to labour
(apparently) in vain. He rests in grateful submission to His Father's
sovereign decree of electing love, in regard to which there is the most
perfect understanding between Himself and the Father. He rests in
the blessed contemplation of all that is delivered unto Him by the
Father; all that He receives as the fruit of His mediatorial purchase,
and for the ends of His mediatorial ministry, through the Father's
delight in Him and in His work. He rests in the rapturous sense of
the full knowledge which He has of the Father, and the Father of Him,
and the ineffable love subsisting between them. And into this rest
of calm security and into its fulness of joy He will admit you who
come unto Him; freely, without reserve, He will give you this rest.
He will reveal to you the Father. He will share with you all that is
delivered to Him by the Father. And H~ will make you thankful, as
He is Himself, that by the Father's sure decree, what the wise and
prudent will not see, is unfolded unto babes. Come, then, unto Him,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and He will unite, associate,
identify you with Himself in all His own intimate, loving, and filial
acquaintance with the Father, in all His possession of the Father's
favour, and the fulness of the Father's blessing, and in all His glad
and grateful submission to the sovereignty of the Father's will. Only
come unto Him, " all ye that labour and are heavy laden," and He will
give you this rest.
Thus in regard to the rest which Christ gives, if it be identical with
that which we have seen that Christ Himself had, there are at least
three distinct causes of offence to the natural or carnal mind.
The first-and that which lies at the root of all-is the objection
that such a mind has to the absolute sovereignty of God, "Thou hast
hid," "Thou hast revealed"; and of this Thy procedure, hiding from
some and revealing to others, no account is to be given; but, "Even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." And this sovereign
decree is to be a ground or cause of gratitude; "I thank Thee, 0
Father." It is a hard saying, who can hear it 1 It is distasteful and
repulsive to our natural pride of will.
Again, secondly, that under such a sovereign decree, and in exact

,

The Gospel M agazim

555

accordance with it, all things should be delivered unto Christ by the
Father; all things for the babes that are chosen, nothing for the wise
and prudent, who are passed by; this also is a stwnbling-blook.
Christ it seems, should have something from His Father for all, not
all things for some. He should partially, and in a sense, have a portion
of saving blessings for the whole world-the rejected wise and prudent
as well as the chosen babes, but complete and true salvation for none;
for none, at least, in regard to whom it is not supplemented by something wrought by them or in them, some work of their own, or some
work of the Spirit, which may turn what Christ has obtained, or has
had delivered unto Him of the Father indifferently for all-which is
not full salvation, but something very far short of it-into what they
really need; which cannot but be peculiar to them that are really
saved. In short, there is a reluctance to own that all things pertaining
to life and godliness-including among the "all things" the very
power of the Spirit making them their own-must be received by us
at the hands of Him to Whom all things are delivered of the Father;
and that we have, and can have, nothing in ourselves. To be dependent
on Him alone for all, to be indebted to Him alone for all, without
respect to anything whatsoever in us or about us, is humiliating and
mortifying to our natural pride of heart.
Once more, in the third place, the pride of intellect, or natural reason,
rebels against receiving all our knowledge of the Father in and through
the Son. We have our pre-conceived notions of what God ought to be,
and of what God ought to do, and we must determine beforehand,
on grounds of reason, how God is to reveal Himself to the world at
large. His plan of mercy, it seems, must not be peculiar to His chosen,
lest it should not reveal His love to mankind universally. But where
is it, in all the Bible, that we read of any intention on God's part to
make Himself known to any besides those who are in Christ, or who
on terms of His own invitation, will and do come unto Him 1 Shall
we still insist on Christ's mediation and work being of such a sortso general and vague-as to reveal the Father, and the Father's love
to all alike 1 Then who does not see that it is a revelation of the
Father, and of the Father's love, too indefinite by far to give any real
or satisfying rest! For it is a revelation after all consistent with the
blackness of darkness in hell. Nay, let us rather acquiesce in the
declaration of Christ Himself, that " no man knoweth " or can know
" the Father, but the Son, and He to whomsoever," in the exercise of
special grace, "the Son will reveal Him." Oh, for the meekness of
Christ and His lowliness in heart! How do they who care no longer
to be wise and prudent, but are content to be babes, how do such meek
ones inherit the earth and delight themselves in the abundance of
peace! Come ye then unto Christ, learning of Him His own blessed
meekness and lowliness of heart. Come ye thus unto Him, all ye that
labour; come, labouring in doubt and darkness as ye are, and labouring
in vain to have your doubt resolved, and your darkness dispelled.
Come in simplicity, as babes, unto Christ, and ye shall find rest unto
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your souls. His word is pledged unto you that you shall. Expect
not any rest, any satisfaction, any real clearing up of your views, any
light to your eyes, or enlargement to your heart before coming to
Christ. But expect all this, and more, in coming. .. Come unto Me,
and I~will give you rest."
"PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD."
AMos iv. 12; ROMANS x. 13.
.. PREPARE to meet thy God." Oh, solemn message
For thee, beloved child,
Who oft prepar'st to meet thy fellow-creatures
In this poor earth!y wild.
" Prepare to meet thy God," in Whose pure vision
The stars are all unclean,
Before Whose glory seraphs veil their faces
With wings of snowy sheen.
" Prepare to meet thy God," Whose wise commandments
Thou hast unwisely spurned.
Whose" benefits" thou hast forgotten basely,
Whose anger thou hast earned.
" Prepare to meet thy God." Oh, fly to Jesus.
God's only Holy Son,
Who toiled and died that He might be a Saviour
For sinful souls undone.
Ask Him to cleanse thee with His blood most precious,
Whose worth no words express.
Ask Him to clothe thee with the glorious garment
Of His fair righteousness.]
Ask Him to work by His Almighty Spirit
In thine unworthy breast,.
That thou mayst be conformed to His own image
Of perfect beauty blest.
Then thou shalt be prepared indeed, beloved,
To meet thy God in light;
Then thou shalt pass with perfect peace and gladness
Into His Presence bright.

\

Then thou shalt dwell with God within the City
Of gold and gems unpriced,
Which graciously He hath prepared for sinners
Who trust in Jesus Christ.
ISA.
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THE GREAT RUBRIC:
HELPS AND HINDRANCES TO SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.
(JOHN iv. 24).
A PAPER READ AT THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
-EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT UNION, HELD IN MANCHESTER,
OCTOBER 17TH, 1889, BY THE LATE JAMES INSKIP, ESQ., BRISTOL.
NEITHER the subject nor its title was chosen by myself. It is therefore quite possible that my thoughts may not be led into the same line
as was contemplated by those who framed our programme. Be this as
it may, none can deny the great importance of everything which
concerns the relation of the creature to his Creator, and the redeemed
to their Lord. "The Great Rubric "-what do we understand by
this 1 A direction and law concerning the worship of Almighty God
is termed a Rubric, and here we have an inflexible rule, more unalterable than the laws of the Medes and Persians, great by reason of Him
who gave it, and also because it touches the central point of worship
and controls all other directions, which can only be Scriptural as they
harmonize with its searching and far-reaching requirements. "The
hour cometh and now is when the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship
Him. God is a spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him
in spirit and in truth." We may well bow ourselves before this great
axiom, seeking to know how far we fall short of its requirements,
examining and judging first our own selves, and it may be that, with the
Divine blessing, even in this we shall be the instruments of leading
others also to consider God's Word and to feel the power of its truth.
A few thoughts concerning the occasion upon which these words were
spoken may assist us. Our Lord Jesus Christ had left Judea and
departed into Galilee, and with a providential as well as gracious need
to go through Samaria,. He came to the city of Sychar, "lhere was
Jacob's well. The Saviour, so perfect in humanity as to be wearied
with His journey, rested from the heat of the noon·day sun until a
woman of Samaria visited the well, when He at once commenced a
conversation, of eternal importance, by asking water to drink. How
often, it may be, has He commenced a work of grace by asking something. The Great Giver places Himself in the attitude of a receiver.
Immediately, as if Satan dreaded the issues of the conversation, the
poor woman sought to enter upon doubtful disputations, which were
again and again suggested, until Jesus revealed Himself as the
Messiah; and then the woman, made to feel her own sin and His power,
left all other questions and commended Him with those notable words,
" Come, see a man which told me all things that ever I did. Is not
this the Christ 1 "
The order of the suggested difficulties may be noticed. There is~the
sectional question as between Jew and Samaritan. Then the rationalistic inquiry, "From whence hast Thou that living water 1" After
this, we trace the materialistic view, " Give me this water that I thirst
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not, neither come hither to draw." And then, even when the spirit was
disturhed by the personal charge of sin, a Ritualistic problem was
suggested concerning the locality for worship; "Our fathers worshipped
in this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where men
ought to worship." Most enticing and dangerous of all bye-paths.
If, even in the last resort, Satan can induce souls to debate times and
places as the important subjects for inquiry, and so to put aside the
urgent, and, perchance, the inconvenient, inquiry concerning personal
qualification, he is well pleased. But -the Lord Jesus knew all these
devices, and in His mercy towards this poor stranger He pushed all
aside, and brought her to the great question concerning herself on the
one side and Himself on the other side. May we to-day receive a
renewal of the effects produced by this wondrous talk! May He draw
near as we meditate upon His own words and commune with one
another! And may we hear Him speaking, with the "still small
voice" of almighty power, for our own profit and for the good of others.
Let us, with this hope, examine our Lord's words. To understa.nd
an answer it is necessary to know the inquiry. In substance, the
Samaritan woman propounded a question whether upon the hill of
Gerizim or in Jerusalem worship would be properly or more acceptably
offered ~ At once Jesus set aside both places as possessing any local
virtue, at the same time showing that the condition of the worshippers
had been in the past, and would be more obviously in the future, of paramount importance. From the place to the worshipper our attention
must be transferred. Nor was this the only occasion of such a principle
being inculcated or illustrated. When two men, entering the temple
to pray, were to form the subject of a great lesson, no mention is made
of the glorious temple or any of its surroundings as possessing any
importance in comparison with the spiritual state of each man. The
Pharisee's more favoured position (as the world might esteem it)
conferred upon him no advantage over the Publican, who stood afar
off in humiliation and self-abhorrence. Not a special place does the
Father seek, but true worshippers. And we must not leave these
thoughts without reverently applying them to ourselves. Are we
" true worshippers" 1 Do we " worship the Father in spirit and in
truth "~ All superiority of locality is completely set aside.
" Jesus, where'er Thy people meet.
There they behold Thy mercy-seat;
Where'er they seek Thee, Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.
" For Thou, within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going, take Thee to their home."
" The Most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 80S saith
the prophet, Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool; what
house will ye build Me ~ saith the Lord, or what is the place of My
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rest 1" (Acts vii. 48-49). Again," Thus saith the High and Lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity, Whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high
and holy place; with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones" (Isaiah Ivii. 15). These are not man's words. Do we hear
them 1 Do we receive them 1 If so, we may thank God for them,
and may rejoice that in Evangelical teaching (as in no other) do we
find the true echo of His own Word. We thus are led to the conclusion
that no place can improve a man's standing before God, and neither
locality nor attitude nor posture can qualify him as a true worshipper.
If these things be so, they completely cut away all the superstitious
and unscriptural notions which have confused much teaching upon the
subject of worship. But we may imagine a young inquirer with this
question in his mind-" Is there, then, no advantage to be derived
from a particular place or from a consecrated building 1" We must
answer, " None whatever." A building is needful for the assembling
of ourselves together, and Christian fitness would suggest that a place
designated for regular use in common prayer and praise should be set
apart from other purposes. Hence, we have consecration which, in the
Reformed and Protestant Church, is a legal act or sentence, equally
valid without as with the accompaniment of a religious service, and
neither intended nor truly represented as effecting the slightest alteration
in the character of the building itself, or as adding one degree of sanctity,
or as securing the Divine presence. This we affirm, and we invite any
doubtful mind to search the Scriptures, and also to study the history
and authorized standards of the Church of England in their bearing
upon our statements. Again, some may put an opposite query, such
as this, "If you are correct, is it of any moment whether we attend·a.
Ritualistic church with its ornaments and emblems and devices, or a
Protestant church with its simplicity 1 If aU depends upon the condition of the worshipper, may I conclude that I shall gain nothing from
the simplicity of the one building and lose nothing from the symbolism
of the other 1" Stay, while we consider this specious and mischievous
mistake. Every Ritualistic church is intended to contravene the
principles which have been accepted by us in our examination of this
subject. Every Ritualistic service contradicts the essence of our
Blessed Lord's teaching by setting forth not only the advantages of a
church in itself as a place of worship, but even the superio.r sanctity of
the chancel, the so-called "sanctuary," and the miscalled "altar,"
over other parts of the edifice. The true worshipper must worship the
Father in Spirit and in truth. Can this be, if we are, in our professed
worship, contradicting the Spirit of the Lord 1 The idea is inadmissible.
And, perhaps, some clerical brother will bear with me if I apply this
thought to the excuses offered by such Evangelical Clergymen as accept
invitations to preach in High Churches, and join in an unscriptural service
for the sake (as they say) of doing good to the people, who will for once
hear the Gospel. There will be no good fruit without God's blessing, and
He does not need man's compromise or surrender of distinct teaching.
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To sanction the idea of a localized presence of God in a church or upon
an " altar" or at any special spot is inconsistent with the spiritual
character of Christian worship. The hills of Canaan and the groves of
Israel were in themseves harmless and beautiful. They may have
been free from the work of man, but they were associated with false
worship; and the hills, albeit that the Psalmist had in spiritual song
employed them to express exuberance of joy, were to be rejected and the
grooves were to be cut down. And the servant of God is not required
to give any countenance to things which fall under the condemnation
of his Lord and Master. But we ought briefly to inquire who are true
worshippers? This involves an understanding of what is worship.
And how shall we describe it? It knows no bound of time or place!
No imprisonment can prevent it! No bonds can restrain it! The
heart, touched by the Spirit of God and consciously receiving His
blessing, is in co=unication with Him, and worships, adores, magnifies,
and praises Him! It waits not for the church bell or for the Sunday
service. It rejoices in the assembly of God's people, because there
He promises a blessing, and there is co=union one with another. But
it ceases not its worship when the Benediction is pronounced, and it
knows the truth of our Lord's words concerning the closet and secret
prayer! This is different from the round of services, the formal
prayers, the" Paternoster" and the rosary of Romish and semi-Romish
teaching. "Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His
mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom
He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy" (Psalm cvii. I, 2).
Here is the foundation of true worship. And we at once see who are
the true worshippers. "The redeemed from the hand of the enemy,"
or, as we are taught in the Epistle to the Philippians (ch. iii., v. 3), those
who" worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have
no confidence in the flesh;" those, again, who can accept the description, " You being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your
flesh hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all
trespasses, blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to
His cross." The mind or heart, unacquainted with these things, may
stumble at them, and we cannot give an experimental acquaintance
with them. But we rejoice in co=ending Him Who can do all this,
and the desire of our hearts is not to repel any, but rather to be the
instruments, in the hand of the Spirit, by which some may learn the new
song and enter into true worship. If we study our Bible we shall find
ample illustration of the two principles which we will briefly sum up
and leave with the hearers or readers of this paper-namely (1) that
the acceptance of worship depends upon the condition or qualification
of the worshipper, and not upon a locality or external surroundings,
but (2) a true and full submission to that principle, as of Divine
authority, will forbid our voluntary joining in services of professed
worship framed or devised upon the opposite theory that certain places
give or secure a special presence of God.
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Our subject carries us a step further, inasmuch cBS it suggests that
there are both helps and hindrances to spiritual worship. It is not
easy to define all these, but there is a line running through the history
of worship from the days of Cain and Abel to the present time. The
first and greatest help to spiritual worship is to be found in the operation
of the Holy Spirit Himself; we assume this, but we are to considcr the
means which He owns. First, there is the sense of personal need
coupled with an assurance of the sufficiency of Christ-" Rejoicing in
Christ Jesus and having no confidence in the flesh" (whether in ourselves or in the priest), we are prepared to offer spiritual worship. This
is the inward condition, and carefully studied it will be found to embrace
the springs of a Christian life. Rejoicing in Christ, we can surrender
that which conflicts with His claims. Having no confidence in the
flesh, we can humble ourselves before Him. Then there are suitable
outward means to be desired. It is as unnecessary as impossible to
enter into minute details, but a clear perception of the lessons conveyed
by our Lord's words to the woman of Samaria will enable us to see in
which category any ceremony or other proceeding in Divine worship
must be placed, whether it be a help or a hindrance. And, speaking
generally, we may say that any observance which teaches or implies
a doctrine inconsistent with God's Word must be condemned as a
hindrance, and cannot be accepted as a help. The foundation of true
worship must rest in that which concerns God. I=ediately after
the rich Pentecostal blessing we read of the early believers that" they
continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship and in
breaking of bread and in prayers." The word "doctrine" is now
unpopular, but it is a Scriptural word, and if we think upon these
subjects we shall perceive that to a great extent the statements which
men stigmatize as "doctrine" or "dogma," if Scriptural, are either
historical facts or clearly revealed spiritual truths. "Doctrine and
fellowship." The combination of these words is suggestive of a delight
in God's Word: and in co=union with His people. And these are
great helps to spiritual worship. "They that feared the Lord spake
often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book
of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord
and that thought upon His name." Fellowship and walking in the
light. These things not only lift us above the rites and ceremonies of
Romanism and Ritualism, but also bid us judge our own tendency to
let worship, simple and orderly in itself, degenerate into a form. Must
we not say again that a great help to spiritual worship is found in the
uplifting of individual souls 1 Too frequently we speak of " going to
church" as if the gathering together of a number of people must, in
itself, be good, and we discuss every or any secular topic until we reach
the church porch, instead of seeking to help one another in spiritual
things. In no earthly matter do men act so inconsistently. The late
Dean of Ripon once said, "Private prayer or communion between the
renewed soul and God is the only species of worship specially enjoined
by our Saviour or His disciples. The subject of united public worship
36
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is not forgotten or neglected, but nothing that can be said or written
on that subject interferes with the fact that the only worship inculcated
by our Lord Himself was private closet worship. To say that at that
time His disciples had no places and no opportunities for public worship
is no answer, because He spake for all time, and certain it is that the
duty of public worship does not hold the place in His ministry and that
of His inspired Apostles that it holds in the estimation of those who
condemn their brethren as non-worshippers and undevotional because
they do not pray daily in public." Should not public and united prayer
be the expression of devotion kindled in the heart by private and
personal communion with God? Individual worshippers gathered
from their closets are best qualified to join in the true worship of the
assembly.
But there are pOints connected with the outward ceremony of
common prayer. Reverence and simplicity are helps. Ostentation
and pomp are hindrances. Too frequently we hear of" a good service,"
as if worship were quite external to ourselves. Let us reject such ideas.
a.nd abandon a style of speaking which expends itself upon man's idea
of outward things, and hinders communion with God and fellowship
with brethren and the cultivation of the" hidden man of the heart."
So·we affirm that any ornamentation of a building and any ornateness
in the conduct of Divine service attracting attention are hindrances,
and ought to be rejected. These questions were discussed at the time
of the Reformation. Good Bishop Ridley, in his "Treatise against
Worshipping of Images," thus wrote: "Where it is commonly alleged
that images in churches do stir up the mind to devotion it may be
answered that contrariwise they do rather distract the mind from
prayer, hearing of God's Word, and other godly meditations; as we
read that in the council cham ber of the Lacedremonians no picture or
image was suffered lest, in consultation of weighty matters of the
Commonwealth, their minds by the light of the outward image might
be occasioned to be withdrawn or to wander from the matter." Of
what wide application is this capable! It is not necessary to expend
time upon the discussion of altars, crucifixes, and crosses, nor upon
sacrificial vestments, prostrations, and processions. Anything which
casts a doubt upon the completeness of Christ's work; anything which
represents Him to our minds as otherwise than now risen and exalted;
anything which turns the thankful remembrance of His death into a
repetition or representation, or continuance of it; anything which
suggests a sacrificial office for the Christian ministry; anything which
withdraws attention from the Lord, and fixes it upon man; all these
must be firmly set aside as serious hindrances.
Let us now turn to a few helps. We have noticed simplicity, and
this extends to music as well as ceremonies. Do we really desire the
presence of Christ? Let us hear what He has said to the Church in
answer to her appeal. "Tell me," exclaims the Church, "0 Thou,
Whom my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy
flock to rest at noon; for why should I be as one that turneth aside
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by the flocks of Thy companions 1" The answer is, "If thou know
not, 0 thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps
of the flock and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents." The
footsteps of the flock are not found amidst elaborate services, nor have
the tents of the true shepherds been pitched among a priestly caste.
The richest blessings have been given in connection with simplicity;
and the idea that music kindles spiritual feeling is nnscriptnral.
"Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs" are commended, and music to
give expression to these is needfnL But how few can sing with the
understanding when there is a grand performance! And to sacrifice
truth for the sake of a tune is a melancholy proceeding. Time was
when our Evangelical hymns were helps, but at the present time much
weak and sentimental stuff is sung to please organist, or choir, or
young people. Would that our Evangelical clergy were faithfnl in
the selection of hymns! Let me also say that the clear, reverent, and
devotional reading of God's Word is a real help, and the faithful but
loving proclamation of God's Word must not be overlooked. Finally,
a spirit of love amongst the believers in a congregation is very helpfuL
In these days of luxury and ease Christians criticize each other. If
we sought to encourage and help one another, and realized membership in the one body, this would be a help to pastor and people. In
times of persecution and hardness, what love was shown, what gentleness, what real union! The thought of these things makes one long
that the Lord the Spirit may be pleased to bring forth His fruit in our
experience. and in our lives. I have sought to speak to ourselves,
feeling sure that we must begin with our own case rather than with the
condition of others. May He pa.rdon our failures and help our infirmities,
for Christ's sake.

.-

"THE SECOND."
IT is of a Covena.nt-keeping God that we read, " He taketh away the
first that He may establish the second" (Heb. x. 9); not that He may
" make" or "create" but rather that He may reveal some hidden
and sure thing of His purpose and grace, and that He may confirm
to the end that the "first" had been appointed by Him to make
more manifest that the "second" was in His everlasting thoughts
of peace and mercy to His chosen.
Not ill Abraham's firstborn did God make His Covenant; not in
Isaac's elder son did He multiply His people. Why did He so watch
the ways of Naomi but that He might take away the first husband
of her daughter·in-law and establish the seed of the second 1 Did He
not in chastisement to David and" lest the enemy should blaspheme"
take away Bathsheba's first son, and then in all the tenderness of
His forgiving fulness choose her second one 1 " The Lord loved him."
Ever since He made evening and morning to be the first day, He
has been the same God, hiding "the purpose of His grace to make
it better known." "To show forth His praise," He formed a people
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for Himself, and show forth His praise they shall. And He hath long
patience with those His rememhrancers whom He tells to " give Him
no rest till He establish and make Jerusalem a praise." He knows
they will praise Him, and they hope or believe they will. But the
night of weeping comes first-the momentary forsaking, the apparent
anger, the shutting out of the prayer. These are what He first reveals;
these are what first belong to His children (Deut. xxix. 29) as their
own experience, but "some better thing" is provided. He taketh
away the first and brings forth His secret things-the things that
have always been with Him in His thoughts of peace. "Joycometh
in the morning." It is a joy that no man taketh away. It is everlasting joy, its foundation is in the eternal love of God. Interrupted
it may be here, but it is of the oue (as it were, uew) song. That is.a
sweet line, " 0, Lord, I will praise Thee, for though Thou wast angry
So
with me, Thine anger is turned away and Thou comfortest me."
He " reveals the abundance of peace and truth" (Jer. xx:'<iii. 6), and
makes a taste of it theirs, establishing their goings.
He takes away their first, their natural righteousness, that He may
put upon them the robe of Jesus' everlasting completeness. He takes
away their first, their stony heart, and gives them the mind of Christ,
a heart of love and obedience. He will" take away their reproach"
when He establishes them in the kingdom prepared from the foundation
of the world.
Condemnation is theirs before eternal justification is realized. The
spirit of adoption, the claiming of relationship, is brought as a new
gift by the everlasting Father. There is often "long war" before
the follower of the Lamb rests in the discovery that he has been led
into every engagement by the Prince of Peace.
How many children of God have had reason to thank Him that His
servant ministering in the pulpit has preached not from the text that
he had first meant to! How many have thanked Him for preventing
their putting into action a first thought! He is the Lord of all power
and might, the God of all comfort and consolation. He does for His
people according to His own Name, and all because He has put them,
sees them, knows them, loves them, not in the first man who is of the
earth earthy, but in the second Man Who is the Lord from heaven.
FOLLOWER ON.
"0 RIGHTEOUS FATHER."-JoHN xvii. 25.
THE whole of this chapter-the seventeenth of John-is pitched on
the high note of God's sovereignty, and it is so unifo~m throughout
that in closing it the Redeemer-speaking after the manner of
men-appears as if He anticipated and would answer the same
objections made by men that His servant Paul afterwards met and
answered in the ninth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans: "As it
is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. What shall
we ·say then 1 Is there unrighteousness with God 1 God forbid."
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How sensible was Abraham of the sovereignty of God when he said,
" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? " ; as was David, when
he wrote, "The Lord is righteous in all His ways and holy in all His
works." One of these ways was His free choice of a people out of
the apostate, rebel, ruined race of mankind, for whom He gave
the Son of His love that He might redeem and save them, make them
righteous, and bring them to glory at last.
In the ways of sovereignty, love, mercy, and grace, the Son was with
the Father in counsel from everlasting (Prov. viii. 23; Zech. vi. 13;
Titus i. 2). The world in all its wisdom knows not God the Father
in these His ways, which " are everlasting." The world by wisdom
knew not God. Christ was the ,visdom of God brought forth in the
Gospel of His grace in opposition to the self-righteous Jews, who stood
up for works of righteousness whfch they had done, and in opposition
to the Greeks, who contested for wisdom. Hence arose bitter opposition
and persecution. "And these things will they do unto you because
they have not known the Father, nor Me," said Jesus. "If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him," said the apostle,
and whosoever, therefore, will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God. The world is full of enmity and opposition to God in respect
to His will, and in consequence it favours every religion of which the
tenets run counter to the will of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit,
as declared by Christ the faithful and true Witness. "And this is
the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given
Me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day."
Christ's knowledge of the Father embraces every purpose of mercy
to the multitude which no man can number, who are redeemed from
among men, and who are under His eye and care continually, from
the beginning of the year to the end thereof, from one generation to
another, yea, from the beginning of time till time shall be no more.
The world in Nebuchadnezzar's day knew not the Father, and
therefore, worshipped the golden image which was set up. But the
three men who refused to join with them in their idolatrous worship
had knowledge of the only living and true God, and it was that
knowledge that preserved them from participating in the idolatry of
the world around them. And so in England to-day; the knowledge
of God by His Word and the teaching of the Holy Spirit will keep a
man from entering a Mass-house and from participating with Papists
in the idolatry and superstition of their false worship, which is as
contrary to God and His Word as it is to the Protestant Constitution
of this country.
Birkenhead.
G. A.

IT is with us in this world, as it was in the Jewish fields and
vineyards: pluck and eat they might what they would while they
were there; but they might not pocket or put up aught to carry
with them. "He shall carry nothing away."-Thomas Gataker.
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"PILATE SOUGHT TO RELEASE HIM."
(JOHN xix. 12).
" KNOWEST Thou not that I have power to crucify Thee, and power
to release Thee 1 " said Pilate to One who was brought before him as
a lamb to the slaughter; but" as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so opened He not His mouth." In contemplating this most important,
most interesting, and most wonderful part of Scripture, two points at
present shall occupy our attention. The two texts above quoted,
taken in combination with the result, most strikingly prove the
impotence of man, and the sovereignty of a God Whose purposes
cannot be frustrated. First then, we would draw the attention to
the sovereignty of that Almighty Being (Whose immutable decrees
self-acting man attempts to deny), as exemplified in the words and
conduct of Pilate, on that great and remarkable day when Jesus, the
Lord of Life and Glory, stood arraigned as a guilty criminal before an
earthly tribunal; mocked, derided, and accused of blasphemy
by those who outwardly worshipped the true God, who were expecting
" the consolation of Israel," and who were at this moment unconsciously
fulfilling their Scriptures, and unintentionally promoting that which
alone could reconcile the God they were rejecting to their guilty sonls ;
ignominiously treated by an infuriated rabble, a demon-like multitnde,
who shouted, " Crucify Him! " they knew not why. Pilate asserts in
the words addressed to "that Just Man" in Whom he could find no
'fault, that he had power to condemn or to acquit Him; and a subsequent
verse records that "from henceforth Pilate sought to release Him,"
Yet notwithstanding the human authority and power of which Pilate
vaunts, he acts in opposition to his own will and desires; influenced
by human equity he is constrained to assert he could find no fault in
Him, nothing worthy of death. His wife from a vision of the night
charged him to have nothing to do with that Just Man; yet with the
power in his hands, he delivers up to death One Whom he proclaims
innocent, Whom he was willing to release, washing his hands of the
offence, acquitting himself of the guilt, saying, "I am innocent of the
blood of that Just Man." We are not now contemplating the fact
that "Jesus must die that all perish not," but the conduct of an
individual in this transaction, the most important that ever took place
on this earth. Judas betrayed Him Whom he called" Master," willingly
and deliberately, influenced by the master he served, whose he was
from the beginning; and he, after he had done that unto which he
was appointed, confessed that he had betrayed innocent blood. Israel,
headed by the chief priests and Pharisees, persecuted Jesus unto death,
impelled by the insatiable malice of unbelief, blinded prejudice, and
fancied zeal for the God of their fathers. They acted in accordance
with their perverted wills, to which they were given up, a\'d the desires
of their hardened hearts; but Pilate acted in direct opposition to his
professed power, his sense of justice, his persuasion of innocence, and
his most earnest desire, which again and again prompted him to save
Jesus from death. But no, Jesus mnst die; Pilate's efforts are
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ineffectual; he delivers up Jesus to suffer death upon the cross, evincing
by the act the sovereignty of God. "For of a truth against Thy holy
Child, Jesus, Whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles and people of Israel, were gathered together,
for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel determined before to
be done" (Acts. iv. 27, 28); all proving the truth of our blessed Lord's
words to Pilate, "Thou couldst have no power at all against Me, except
it were given thee from above." Man is left for a time to the devices
of his own wicked heart; but neither can his malice nor Satan's rage
go beyond what the Judge of all the earth permits, nor can man's
efforts of levity prevail, if opposed to the sovereign decree.
Secondly, let us meditate on the transaction abstractedly. It is
neither desirable nor profitable to excite the natural feelings, to harrow
up the mind into a momentary distress and agony, by a vivid and
glowing description in high·sounding language, which pleases the ear
and furnishes the imagination, but passes off like the morning dew,
leaving the heart barren and unfrnitful in the love of the Lord. We
would draw the reader to contemplate this sovereign decree of the
Most High, with adoring love and unceasing praise to the God of all
grace, Who hath redeemed us with His own blood. We now, by faith,
" behold the Man" Christ Jesus, risen from the grave, and alive for
evermore; the sufferings of the cross ended, a glorious work finishedJesus has seen the travail of His soul, and is satisfied. The believer,
looking within the veil, sees Jesus the forerunner for ever entered in ;
and in anticipation of the resurreetion from the dead, the sting of
death is taken away when the soul is enabled, through this same
sovereign power, to cast its burden of sin on this same Jesus Who was
crucified; Whom Pilate could not save from death; Whom neither'
stone nor seal nor guard could confine to the grave; Whom death
could not retain; Whose sinless body could not see corruption. To
the soul made sensible of sin and unable to lift the eye towards a
Holy God, what can be more important than the transaction we are
contemplating 1 How truly important to know that our sins have
been blotted out by the blood of Jesus; and how blessed to reflect
that it is the sinner and not the self-justifier that Jesus invites to
Calvary; and the sinner for whom Jesus died shall be brought to the
foot of the cross. How interesting to the living is the death of Jesus,
and every subject connected with this great event from whence such
blessings flow. And oh! how wonderful for the reconciled sinner to
have a way of access to infinite holiness and purity; no longer standing
before God a trembling sinner, in slavish fear, but enabled through
grace to seek the face of a reconciled Father; reconciled by the life,
the death, the resurrection of the Man, Christ Jesus, in Whom dwells
the fulness of the Godhead, and to Whom be praise for ever and ever
May the Holy Spirit bless all our contemplations, and enable us to
realize for our comfort, pardon and peace through the blood of the
Lamb, ascribing all power and glory to the Undivided Three.EctrMted from THE
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llrotestant 1Seacon.
A WARNING.
THE following thoughtfulTand suggestive letter, signed" Pro"Rege.
Lege, Grege," appears in the Thame Gazette (Aug. 16th). We commend
it to the attention of our readers.
THE THRONE.
" , ONE thousand and forty-one persons have prior rights of claim to
King George V., but for the Act of Settlement: Astounding news!
"But so we are. informed by the Chairman of the Thames Valley
Legitimist Club, who signs himself "Aloysius Lumbye," and dates
his letter to The English Churchman, of July 28th, 1910, from King's
Arms Hotel, Kew Green, July 23rd. (This Club is working for the
Restoration of the Pope's Temporal Power, and has received the Papal
blessing) .
." These are his words. Referring to a· possible invalid marriage in
the time of the Princess Louise of Bavaria, whom the Legitimists boldly
claim as the rightful 'Queen of England,' he says, 'An opponent of
legitimism would be little benefited thereby, for the 'de jure' rights
would then fall to Henry, Duke of Parma, great-grandson of Princess
Mary's sister, Maria Theresa, who married Charles, King of Etruria,
Duke of Lucca and Parma. Henry, Duke of Parma, is at present
forty-first in seuiority of the living deseendants of the venerable martyr,
Queen Mary 11. and I. (Mary, Queen of Scots). By strict hereditary
right there are now living one thousand and forty-one persons, who
by primogeniture, would have a claim to the Throne, but for the Act
of Settlement.'
" And now that the Accession Oath has been demolished in the House
of Commons, on Friday, July 29th, 1910, and in the House of Lords
on August 2nd, 1910 (fateful days for the British Crown !) only the Act
of Settlement lies between us and these 1,041 possible applicants for
the Throne.
"Let us here remind our readers of a warning published in the pages
of this Gazette early in the year, before the lamented death of Edward
VII. was even anticipated.
"In detailing the Popish programme against the British Constitution,
as declared in 1851, the last attack was thus forewarned: 'To abolish
the OATH OF ACCESSION and the ACT OF SETTLEMENT, which declared
for1(1) a Protestant Throne; (2) a Protestant Parliament; (3) a
Protestant Electorate. Britain has responded to this agitation by
the Concession of Parliament and Electorate, and the agitation at the
Accession of Edward VII. will no doubt be continued with his successors,
until No. 1 is also conceded, and the Throne be onee again open to
Papists; unless Britain NOW AWAKES ~'ULLY to the conspiracy of the
Romish Priesthood, and stands for her religion and liberties, as she
did in 1688:
"The attack on the first part, the Accession Oath,. has been made
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and Britain has again stepped blindly into the snare set for her by
Mr. W. Redmond and Co.
"It might surely have awakened the British lion, to hear that 'the
Pope is most satisfied with the change introduced into the King's
declaration, and it is reported that the Pope is personally much
pleased.'-{Times, June 30th, 1910).
"But he is unwilling to awake, though happily he is turning in hi~
sleep, at last, and has emitted one or two of his mighty lion roars,
which Statesmen would seem not to have heard, as they hurriedly
rushed on the Bill which has left us robbed of some of our best defences,
and made another concession to Rome.
"To prove further the latter point, in a Romish clerical paper, La
Lectura Dominical, published in Madrid, on Sept. 18th, 1909, Mr.
Asquith's Bill is exactly foreshadowed in the following words: 'As
satisfaction to the dignity and conscience of Roman Catholics, the
King on his Coronation Day·, in the formula of the Coronation Oath,
will not designate Transubstantiation and the Worship of the Saints
as blasphemous and idolatrous, but will limit himself to swear, with
regard to the traditions of the Anglican Church, that he will maintain
the Protestant Religion.' This is prophesied in connection with
Mr. Redmond's Bill.
"The Earl of Crewe said in the House of Lords, on August 1st, that
if the noble Lord (Lord Kinnaird) 'thinks that Mr. W. Redmond had
anything to do with the introduction of this Bill, I can tell him that
he is altogether mistaken. I have been concerned in this matter, and
it was not until I read in the newspapers that Mr. W. Redmond had
written to the Prime Minister, that I was aware that such had been
the case.'
.
" We believe in the veracity of the noble Earl. He knew it not, but
that the Bill has been inspired from the same Rome that is inspiring the
struggle against Throne and State in Spain is surely well evidenced
by this paragraph from La Leetura Dominical. The Romish Priesthood
are in the business. Britain, awake! ..
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE Annual Reunion Meeting of the inmates of the three London
Homes of the Society recently took place, at the Hornsey Rise Home.
The day was fine and the assemblage a most interesting one. Lunch
and tea were provided, the expenses being met by special donations.
In the evening Mr. A. Hayles, joint-treasurer, presided over a brief
Social Meeting, and addresses were given by Messrs. Sinden, E. Carr,
G. Francis, and other friends. In little groups our aged friends sat in
the beautiful garden, and many a grateful testimony was borne to the
faithfulness of our Covenant God. Several inquiries were made as
to the health of the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, showing that
the aged pilgrims warmly appreciate their friend of so many years.
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Mrs. J ames J ones, of Bickley, and the friends at Grove Chapel and
the Surrey Tabernacle have kindly given hospitality to some of our
aged pilgrims, who much valued the welcome given at each place.
Their lives are brightened by such warm-hearted invitations, and their
hosts perhaps derive as much benefit as the guests.
Meetings and sermons are being arranged for the coming season.
The Secretary will visit Walton-on-Naze on September 1st, Acton on
the 13th, and Haslemere on the 21st. It is the earnest desire of the
Committee to awaken interest in the Institution among the Lord's
people throughout the country, so that the increasing work of the
Society may be maintained and that, in these days of defection, it may
be a real centre of attraction to all who love the vital and distinctive
truths upon which it is based. The new Annual Report and other
literature will be sent to any friend willing to assist in procuring np.w
Annual Subscriptions.
A pensioner recently passed away, who had been a widow thirtyeight years. Her parting word to her grandson was, " The Angel that
redeemed me from all evil bless the lad." In answer to a question,
she replied, "I have perfect rest," and just at the end she repeated" The sands of time are sinking,
The dawn of Heaven breaks.

*

*

*

And glory, glory dweUeth
In Immanuel's land."
The new pensioners who have been received have given testimony
to the power of the grace of God, and some have had most interesting
experiences to narrate. Their age and the general lack of employment
have made their pathway a painful one; they struggled bravely
to maintain themselves by needlework, cleaning, and trades, but,
alas! could not make both ends meet, and now the weary weight of
care has been lifted from heart and mind. Some straw-plait and
pillow-lace makers, in the counties that are'the home of these industries,
have been placed on the books, illustrating Cowper's lines in Truth :"Yon cottager, who weaves at her own door,
Pillow and bobbins all her little store;
Content though mean, and cheerful if not gay,
Shuffiing her threads about the live-long day,
Just earns a scanty pittance, and at night,
Lies down secure, her heart and pocket light;
She, for her humble sphere by nature fit,
Has little understanding, and no wit,
Receives no praise; but though her lot be such,
(Toilsome and indigent) she renders much;
Just knows and knows no more her Bible trueA truth the bl~lliant Frenchman never knew;
And in that charter reads with sparkling eyes
Her title to a mansion in the skies."
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Not a few have been engaged in Christian service, and have borne
bright testimony in many a town and village.
" Deep waters crossed life's pathway,
The hedge of thorns was sharp,
Now these all lie behind them :
Oh, for a well·tuned harp! "

(,!!orUf.iponlJence.
A GREETING.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
HILLSIDE, DERSINGHAM,

NORFOLK,
August 4th, 1910.
My BELOVED BROTHER IN THE LORD,No words can express the pleasure it gave me to read your dear
letter in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Our deal' Heavenly Father
in our precious Elder Brothel' has heard His people's prayers: and it
is His will that His chosen servant should continue in the work that
He has given you to do, a work for which many, while giving gloryall glory, to our Covenant keeping God-will call you blessed, yea,
blessed of the Lord !
I was talking this morning to a dear servant of God-the Rev. E.
G. Falconer, of Old Newton Vicarage, Stowma.rket, who knows you by
name only, but knows your work. He told me of several faithful
servants of God who have not bowed the knee to Baal.
Therefore, in the midst of the evils with which the professing Church
abounds, we may take courage an<;l go forward in His Name, nothing
doubting that He is still working-no man hindering-after the
counsels of His own will.
There are some yet who wear the" black gown," and therein testify
that their mission is to give in earthen vessels the light of the ',nowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
With brotherly love,
Ever yours in our glorified Head,
EDWARD HARRISON.
=====~

19af,lf,ling iEhentf,l.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE EDITOR.-All our readers will rejoice and praise God for His
great goodness to the beloved Editor of tIns magazine in restoring him
to a measure of health. After a lapse of six months, the Lord has
again enabled him to write a short" Family Portion" for the comfort
.and edification.of God's dear children. He has also enabled him to
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write the invitation to the Clifton Conference. For these great mercies
let us devoutly thank our Covenant-keeping God and Father, but let
us still pray that fuller health and vigour may be bestowed upon the
esteemed Editor, and that he may be specially enriched with Divine
grace for the work connected with the forthcoming Conference.
MISS RUTH CowELL.-Many of our readers must have noticed with
special interest the footnote appended to "Pilgrim Papers" in our
issue for August. The writer there calls to mind that she has now in the
gracious providence of God been permitted to enter upon "the thirtyfirst year of her monthly contribution to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE." We
feel sure that many of our readers will pray that increasing grace
and wisdom may be given to the Lord's handmaid that she may long
be spared to write for the benefit of pilgrims to Zion.
THE WORLD MISSION ARY CONFERENCE.-We are glad to find that
others are in essential agreement with the remarks which we ventured
to make in our last issue in reference to the compromizing tendencies
of the World Missionary Conference. We reprint the following from
Evangelical Christendom for July :"The Weakness of Compromise.-Many have been glad to read an
article under the above heading which appeared in the Christian of
date June 30th. The raison rfetre of the article will be apparent from
the following brief extract therefrom :, It is with no little pain and regret that we reflect upon an illustration of compromise bringing weakness, and attended by impotence and
confusion, as afforded by the operations of the World Missionary
Conference lately in session in Edinburgh. Those who made the
arrangements aimed at large things, and seem not to have known
what to exclude. We are, let it be cheerfully said, not slow to
appreciate the disposition to represent the greatness of the endeavour
that is being made to send forth the Gospel to the world in this generation. But to do this under a compact, explicit or implied, which would
render it irregular for speakers to refer to the evils of Romanism or
the defects of Churches that are historically described as corrupt-to
to do this by concessions to organizations which, at best, take but a
back place in gennine missionary purpose or achievement-is to assume
a position which is utterly indefensible in the judgment of Evangelical
Protestants.'
" This comment expresses the feelings of not a few, and is timely, in
view of organizations which are arising professedly to promote Christian
Union, but on a basis at variance with the Scriptural teaching on the
subject. As this magazine is going to press we hear that twelve
clergymen and twelve laymen in America have started an incorporated
society with the title of the' Christian Unity Foundation,' the objects
of which are said to be as follows :'To promote Christian Unity at home and throughout the world.
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To this end: To gather and disseminaw accuraw information relative
to the faith and works of all Christian bodies: To set forth the great
dangers of our unhappy divisions and the wasw of spiritual energy
due thereto: To devise and suggest practical methods of co-operation,
substituting comity for rivalry in the propagation of the common
faith: To bring together all who are labouring in the same field, and
this in the belief that full knowledge of one another will emphasize our
actual membership in the one body of Christ, and our common agreement in the essentials of faith.'
" Unless we are misinformed, this new organization will seek to unite
in 'the essentials of faith' Roman Catholics, Greek Church, and
even Unitarians, although we wait with inwrest fuller details of the
movement. The question is daily becoming of greawr importance,
what are 'the essentials of faith'? It has been remarked, , it would
seem that the essentials are being reduced to a worthless minimum in
order to secure a wider agreement.' "
THE CHURCH OF ROME AND THE UNIFICATION m' CHRISTENDOM.The Standard of August 2nd has the following paragraph :" At the annual conference of the Wesleyan Reform Union, opened
at Sheffield yeswrday, the newly-elecwd president, Mr. J. H. Freeborough, speaking on the hope for the future unity of the Christian
Church, said that he firmly believed the great agency for the unification
.of Chriswndom was the Roman Catholic Church. No other Church
had the outlook, the machinery, the traditions, or the wealth and·
ability to bring together all the forces of Chriswndom. It was a
strange thing to say in a Prowstant union, but the secret lay there,
and if they could move that great power to the needs of humanity
the day of Christ's coming would be in our time."
So the Apostasy advances.
THE KING'S DECLARATION.-At a Special Meeting of the Council of
the Church Association the following resolution was adopted .:The Council of the Church Association desires to record its solemn
prowst against the Accession Declaration Bill having been placed upon
the Statuw Book, on the following grounds :1. That out of 590 Members of the House of Commons who are not
Roman Catholics it ultimately received the support of only 165, or
28 per cent.
2. That it was forced through the House of Commons only by means
of the Closure after 20 hours' debaw, the new formula discussed and
enacted having only been before the House three hours;
3. That it is against the wish of the people, as expressed with
practical unanimity by crowded public meetings in London, Edinburgh,
Liverpool, Mancheswr, Belfast, Dublin, and numerous other places, and
4. That it is opposed to the desire of some two millions of His
Majesty's subjects in all parts of the world who have directly petitioned',
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the House of Commons against any alteration being made in the late
Declaration.
The Council further desire to place on record that the new Declaration
will prove to be meaningless and worthless should any secret Romanist
come to the Throne.
Under these circumstances the Council propose to invite a Conference
of leading Protestants in the early autumu to consider what action
should be taken.
H ENR Y MILLER,
13 and 14, Buckingham St., w.e.
Secretary.
3rd August, 1910.
ROMAN CATHOLIC DISABILITIES.-It is eertain that Roman Catholics
will not be content with the victory they have gained in the alteration
of the King's Protestant Declaration. They will never rest until all
Roman Catholic disabilities are removed from the Statute Book.
This may be gathered from the report of a meeting held in connection
with the Roman Catholic Congress held in Leeds, which appeared in the
Standard of August 2nd :" At the meeting of the Catholic Truth Society, 'Roman Catholic
Disabilities' was the subject of a paper by the Rev. J. Keating, of the
Society of Jesus. The discussion which had arisen concerning the
Bill to modify the King's Protestant Declaration, he said, raised again
the whole question of the civil status of Roman Catholics in this country ;
but, apart from the fate of that Declaration, Roman Catholics were
faced with the fact that in this country they were still under civil
disabilities solely on account of their faith. Their exclu,ion from the
posts of Lord High Chancellor of England and Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland, the unrepealed clauses of the Emancipation Act of 1829, aimed
at the suppression of all religious orders of men, and rendering them
incapable of asserting their claims to property or inheritance, the
prohibition of their clergy from serving as members of Parliament, and
the injunctions against Roman Catholic open-air services and
ecclesiastical dress were all insults levelled at their faith. The presence
of these disabilities on the Statute-book could not but be deeply
resented as a continual slur upon their loyalty and a cynical denial
of justice. They were entitled to ask: What had they done wrong
or what danger was to be apprehended from them 1 Why were they
not granted equal rights with the rest of their fellow-subjects 1 The
answer could only be because they were Roman Catholics."
ADORATION OF THE SACRAMENT.-Explaining his reason for resigning
the living of St. Bartholomew's, Brighton, the Rev. Arthur Cocks says:
"The Bishop, at the end of his pastoral letter to me, gives certain
reasons as to the reservatiou of the Blessed Sacrament, one of which
is: 'That in the manner of reservation there is no encouragement of
adoration or worship of the Sacrament.' To this direction I cannot
render obedience. It would involve, to my mind, a dishonour to our
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Blessed Lord. If, as we believe, the Sacrament, whether ,:n the Mass or
in the Reserved Sacrament, is our Lord, I could only encourage adoration
and worship to be paid to it as to Himself, and to omit exposition as we
have it occasionally or not to encourage people to go ,:nto the chapel to pay
worship, to adore, would stultify my belief and teaching, and to me would
be an impossibility. I cannot go on in direct disobedience to my
Bishop's directions, and, having written this to him, he writes that if
this is my attitude' You have no choice but resignation.' On that I
have resigned my benefice, to my great regret."
We draw special attention to the words we have put in italics, and
we would ask, Can such teaching be distinguished from the Roman
doctrine of Transubstantiation 1 Archbishop Cranmer says, "For as
His humanity, joined to His Divinity, and exalted to the right hand
of His Father, is to be worshipped of all creatures in heaven, earth,
and under the earth: even so, if in the stead thereof we worship the
signs and sacraments, we commit as great idolatry as ever was, or
shall be to the world's end."-(Cranmer on the Lord's Supper, p. 224).
In the English Churchman for July 28th, Mr. W. Walsh writes the
following Protestant note :" It is pitiful to see how many Protestants think is positively wrong
to term the Mass 'idolatrous.' I fear this attitude is the result of
want of knowledge as to what the Mass really is, and of its extreme
sinfulness, as tested by the Bible. I have before me a little booklet
written by the late' Cardinal' Vaughan, entitled' The Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass.' It contains the following blasphemous instruction for
the poor deluded Romanists :-' So far as the practical effects produced
upon the soul are concerned, the Holy Mass has in some sense the
advantage over Calvary; for, given the same dispositions, it is more
profitable for us to assist day by day at the Sacrifice of the Mass than
it would have been to have been present once upon Calvary , (p. 42).
If this is not blasphemy, I never heard or read blasphemy in my life."
F AlLURE IN THE WORK OF THE CHURCHEs.-In the Quarterly Paper
for August, issued in connection with Ram's Episcopal Chapel,··
Homerton, the IncUlllbent (Dr. RUIllfitt) writes on "Some of the
principal causes of the failure of the Churches." These he tabulates
as follows :(a). The Churches are very extensively preaching another Gospel
which is not another.
(b). Holy Scripture is by very many in the Churches rejected as the
inspired Word of God and the only text-book of eternal life.
. (c). The .fundamental facts and doctrines of the Gospel are not
gIven promInence.
(dl. In a very large proportion of pulpits doctrines are preached

which . . . . are condemned by the Scriptures.
(e). Worldliness is destroying the spiritual life and. power_of the
Churches.
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Boys' BRIGADES AND SUNDAY BANDs-A NEW MENAcE.-We print
the following protest which appears in a letter in one of our
contemporaries :Can anything be done," asks the Rev. W. A. Smith, Vicar of St.
Paul's, Canonbury, "to protect our congregations from the disturbance
caused by bands belonging to the Church Lads' Brigade, Boys' Brigade,
Boy Scputs, etc., passing our churches on Sundays during the hours of
Divine service 1" He adds: "In the summer the annoyance caused
to churches on main roads is becoming quite serious. On the last
three Sunday evenings bands belonging to one or other of these bodies
have passed our church while service was proceeding and have caused
us the greatest discomfort through their noisy interruptions. I believe
rules exist directing bands to cease playing on such occasions, but these
rules are frequently ignored or followed at the last moment when the
disturbance has already been felt. Sunday parades appear to be a
most unfortunate development of this work amongst boys. The
rattle and noise and excitement of it all make for the actual desecration
of God's holy day. We are making the quieter religious habit all the
more difficult for these boys to attain. If Sunday parades are necessary,
are noisy bands necessary as well! The majority of worshippers go
to church without bugle or drum. And surely to see a company of
Brigade boys or Scouts quietly marching through the streets without
band and with hymn-book and Bible would be far more impressive
and congruous than the present semi-Bank-Holiday fashion. Can
anyone suggest a way of deliverance from this new menace 1 "
H

SIR EnwARD CLARKE AND THE BISHoPs.-ln a letter which
appeared in the Times of July 28th, Sir Edward Clarke says :" We have trusted the Bishops too long, and if we trust them longer
we shall be accomplices in their misdoing. The fact is that we have
widespread treason in the ranks; some of the captains are asleep, and
some are in league with the traitors; while the general, who seven
years ago promised stern and drastic action, is busy with reforms of
the Poor Law and Conferences on International Peace, and takes no
action to check the disorders which are spreading before his eyes."

J!{ebidlll:l nnll j)},oticel:l of 15ookl:l.
WONDERFUL CONVERSION OF THREE HIGHLAND GIRLS: or, THE STORY
OF THE LoRD'S DEALINGS IN LEADING THEM TO HIMSELF. With
a Recommendatory Preface by the Rev. D. MACFARLANE, Free
Church Manse, Dingwall. 30 pages·; price One Penny, from
A. M. MACKAY, 85, Hi~h Street, Dingwall.
A stirring and truthful narrative of the Lord's dealings with three
souls among the young, well worthy of wide circulation.

