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SPIRITUAL DEW.
" I will be as the dew unto Israel,. he shall grow as the lily,
and cast forth his mots as Lebanon."-HosEA xiv. 5.
THIS Divine promise made to an Eastern people accustomed to
excessive heat had a peculiarly refreshing meaning. All the
gracious gifts of GOD are designed to meet the necessities of His
dependent people, and to do so suitably and bOlmtifully. His
knowledge of the work of His own hands is perfect and particular,
and His acquaintance with the individual-the least wants of each
creature are exact and tender. "The drops of the night" obey
His holy will in their distillation and distribution, and revive
exhausted vegetation through the silent hours of gloom. "All
Thy works shall praise Thee, 0 LORD; and Thy saints shall bless
Thee" (Ps. cxlv. 10). GOD often carries on His most potent
works of love and beneficence in the silence and darkness of the
night.
Times of Divine goodness and grace are granted without manifestations of " outside show." Dew falls without noise. It is after
the sun has withdrawn his hot beams that in the cooler atmosphere
of the darkness vegetation becomes laden with moisture. But
GOD is supreme in His ordering of the multitudinous dew-drops.
The fleece of wool which GIDEON laid on the threshing-floor, prayer33
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fully awaiting a Divine sign concerning his campaign against the
Midianite and the Amalekite invaders of his country, was first filled
with dew only, while the next night, at his request, GOD caused
it to be " dry upon the fleece only," while" upon all the ground"
there was dew (Judges vi. 36-40). How many a humble prayer
has also timidly been presented by a true believer in the LORD
JESUS, when he has hoped on GOD'S tender mercy, and while the
power of omnipotence has condescended to respond though in
silent providence! Gently falls upon each parched leaf and
d.Tooping flower the heaven-sent drop of the night, and at sunrise
nature rejoices in fresh gladness and beauty. Thus, the soul that
spiritually thirsts 'after the living GOD renews her strength in the
night of silent, patient, waiting for the communications of His
grace and truth, and puts on day by day fresh loveliness and
strength.
We sometimes mistake our mercies, when we complain "My
head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night"
(SONG v. 2); and we forget that our faithful KEEPER "giveth
songs in the night" (JOB XXXV. 10). Those night-songs linger in
our memories, and are apt to last us " many days." Oh, brethren,
let us seek to value the mercies brought to us in the silence and
calm of the night season!
" Oft as the heart's meek twilight falls,
And life's coarse discords melt away,
The peace of GOD, like dew, recalls
The cool of Eden's day."
Such seasons are very much to be treasured when they are gra.ciously granted. They, at most, show the spirit to be willing, but
the flesh, alas, to be weak. " He giveth songs in the night" is a
sweet truth to the weary and footsore travellers on Zion's pilgrimage.
It is instructive to notice that the substance of the promise
under notice concerns the LORD Himself-" I will be as the dew" ;
so that His people are secured as to their portion and its fruitful
effects. The connection between the dew and the manna in the
experience of ancient Israel was close and blessed. It will be
remembered that it is written, " And when the dew that lay was
gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small
round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground" (EXOD. xvi.
14). The LORD JESUS teaches us, "Verily, verily, I say unto
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you, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life. I am that
Bread of Life" (JOHN vii. 47, 48). Thus we are shown how the
SPIRIT and the WORD co-operate in feeding the souls of GOD'S dear
people. The blessed union secured their daily allowance-" a
continual allowance given them, a daily rate for every day, all the
days of their life" (2 KINGS xxv. 30). What marvel is it that it is
added, "He shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as
Lebanon "~ Fruitfulness follows most certainly upon the LORD'S
own husbandry. 'IVhat marvel is it that GOD'S good land should
"yield her increase" when the LORD Himself plants and waters
and watches over it ~ The souls of JEHOVAH'S chosen people are
predicted in the Word "as a dew from the LORD, as the showers
upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for
the sons of men" (MICAH v. 7). GOD glorifies Himself in the
prosperity of His Church, and her fruitfulness is of Him only.
His glory is in the midst of her, and from His fulness she
receives all her fruitfulness, comeliness, and bliss. "The KING'S
favour is as dew upon the grass" (PROV. xix. 12); such all
the saints who read these lines unite in proclaiming it, for they
have feasted upon its preciousness ever since they first tasted its
distinctiveness, its blessedness, and proved its power. May we
increasingly own ourselves debtors to the free and sovereign grace
of the THREE-O~E GOD alone.
Child of My love; ere from the cross uplifted,
The heavens receive :Me to My kingly throne,
My peace I leave thee-not as earth bestoweth
Her fading gifts, I give lmto Mine own.
Child of My purchase! heir of fadeless glory,
In tribulation great thou shalt be tried;
Yet in My peace, which passeth understanding,
Thy steadfast soul for ever shall abide.
J\>Iy peace I give thee-though to thy dim vision
The narrow path in darkness fade away;
Strengthen thy faltering faith, the mom shall show thee
My bleeding footprints on the rugged way.
Peace shall be thine-though bitter memories thronging,
Of countless sins, across thy spirit roll,
Although the accuser of the holy brethren
With darkest doubts assail thy weary soul.
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Peace, in the lonely hours of weary waiting,
In valley twilight, cold, and sad, and grey,
Behold the mountain tops already rosy
With the bright flush of the long looked for day!
Peace, in the day when death's cold water swelling
Around thy feet thy trembling soul affright;
The Hand that in the wilderness hath led thee
By the right way shall guide thee into light.
Peace, when the strange new sound of angel hymnings
Breaks in sweet music on thy wondering ear;
Peace, when thy human soul, unclothed and lonely,
Before My throne in judgment shall appear.
Peace perfected, when from the din of battle
The everlasting doors shall close thee in :
When thou shalt know, upon My throne beside Me,
-, Victorious cahn, freedom from strife and sin!
(Isabella J. Bird.)

Clitton.

THE EDITOR.
RESIG~ATION.

How sweet must the following consideration be to a distressed
believer. There most certainly exists an ahnighty, alhrise, and
infinitely gracious God. He has given me in times past, and is giving
me at present (if I had but eyes to see it) many and signal intimations
of His love to me, both in a way of providence and grace. This love
of His is immutable: He never repents of it, nor withdraws it. Whatever comes to pass in time, is the result of His will from everlasting.
Consequently, my affiictions were a part of His original plan, and are
all ordered, in number, weight, and measure. The very hairs of my
head are everyone counted by Him; nor can a single hair fall to the
ground but in consequence of His determination. Hence my distresses
are not the result of chance, accident, or a fortuitous combination of
circumstances; but the providential accomplishment of God's purpose,
and designed to answer some wise and gracious ends. Nor shall my
affiiction continue a moment longer than God sees meet; He Whobrought me to it has promised to support me under it and to carry me
through it. All shall most assuredly work together for His glory and
my good. Therefore, the cup which my heavenly Father hath given
me to drink, shall I not drink it ? Yes, I will in the strength He
imparts even rejoice in tribulation; and, using the means of possible
redress which He hath, or may hereafter put into my hands, I will
commit myself and the event to Him Whose purpose cannot be overthrown, Whose plan cannot be disconcerted, and Who, whether I am
resigned or not, will still go on to work all things after the counsel of
His own will.-Toplady.
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HANNAH'S JOY IN THE LORD.
" My heart rejm:ceth in the Lord."-l

SAM.

ii. l.

THESE words express the joy of Hannah, the mother of the prophet
Samuel, when the Lord had heard her prayer. She had been in
great distress of mind. The Lord had withholden from her the
much-desired blessing of children, and Peninnah had "provoked
her sore" on account of this, so that" she wept and did not eat."
"In bitterness of soul," however, she " prayed unto the Lord,"
and said, " 0 Lord of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the affiiction
of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget Thine handmaid, but wilt give unto Thine handmaid a man child, then I will
give him unto the Lord all the days of his life." Having thus
poured out her soul before the Lord, she" went her way, and did
eat, and her countenance was no more sad." She evidently had
the full conviction that her prayer would be answered. Subsequently
we learn that" the Lord remembered her," and granted her petition,
and then she prayed again. This time, however, her prayer took the
form of praise. "Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in
the Lord." She had wept, but now she rejoiced. Is not this the
experience of all believers, more or less? For our encouragement
it is written, "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in
the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5). Two things call for notice in connection
with the joy of Hannah. It was heart joy, and it was joy in the
Lord.
First observe that the joy of Hannah was hea'rt joy. She says,
"My hea,rt rejoiceth." There may be joy which is only external
and superficial. It is seen in company, but absent in solitude.
Solomon's words are often true in men's experience. He says:
"Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that
mirth is heaviness" (Prov. xiv. 13). This is specially true of the
ungodly. "There is no peace [and therefore no joy] saith my God,
to the wicked" (Isa. Ivii. 20, 21).
Hannah's joy was real. It was heart joy. It is important to
notice, however, that her joy of heart was preceded by heart grief
and heart prayer. Elkanah said to her, "Why weepest thou?
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and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heaTt grieved?" But
this heart grief was followed by heart prayer. "Now Hannah, she
spake in her heaTt; only her lips moved, but her voice was not
heard" '(I Sam. i. 8, 13). This is real prayer. It is "praying in
the Holy Ghost." Such prayer reaches the heart of God. " :My
gToaning is not hid from Thee." God hears the groanings of His
people. Hence Hannah's prayer was heard, and having drawn
near to the Lord with a heart stricken with grief, and having cried
unto Him with a prayer which came from her heart, she was able to
say, "My heaTt rejoiceth in the Lord." Such is the experience of
all Spirit-led souls. The prodigal had heart grief" when he came
to himself." He offered heart prayer. He offered heart prayer
when he said, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son." Joy followed,
for we read, "They began to be merry." Spiritual merriment of
heart is the portion of all who are filled " with all joy and peace in
believing." The Ethiopian eunuch must have had heart grief when
he heard Philip expounding the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. It must
have touched his heart to hear that the Lord Jesus was wounded
for his transgressions and bruised for his iniquities. But when he
realized that" with His stripes" he was healed, then" he went on
his way rejoicing." His heart rejoiced in the Lord (Acts viii. 39).
Was not the same thing true of the jailer? When he cried, " Sirs,
what must I do to be saved .? " there was heart grief. Soon afterwards, however, he " rejoiced, believing in God with all his house."
Be it ours thus to rejoice.
"Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,
"Vho makes your cause His own;
The hope that's built upon His Word
Can ne'er be overthrown."
Secondly, observe that the joy of Hannah was joy 1:n the Lord.
The Lord Himself was the element in which she rejoiced. The
context furnishes abundant proof that she rejoiced in Him
intelligently.
Notice that she rejoiced in His salvation. She says, "My mouth
is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in Thy salvation"
(v. 1). Doubtless she had experienced salvation in a spiritual sense.
She knew that the Lord had saved her from the penalty of her sins
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through the work of a coming Redeemer. Joy filled her heart
because she knew she was " saved in the Lord with an everlasting
salvation." She had become" wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus." No wonder she rejoiced. The same joy
was experienced by Mary when she said, "My soul doth magnify
the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." Is
this joy yours, dear reader ~ Can you say, "Behold, God is my
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid" ~ But God is the
Saviour of His people in temporal as well as in spiritual things.
David says, "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles." Probably, therefore, Hannah
included her recent deliverance from domestic trial when she said,
" I rejoice in Thy salvation." Thus in every sense the Lord is the
salvation of His people. In all your difficultie~ and trials, then,
trust in Him, for" He that is our God is the God of salvation."
" Salvation is of God alone;
'Tis He Who leads His people on;
'Tis He Who makes their burdens light,
And shields them in the day of fight."
Further, Hannah rejoiced in His holiness. She says, "There is
none holy as the Lord" (v. 2). She knew something of His
attributes. The holiness of God had been taught by Moses, for he
was instructed to " speak unto all the congregation of the children
of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your
God am holy" (Lev. xix. 1, 2). Joshua taught the same truth
when he said, "He is an holy God" (Josh. xxiv. 19). And now
Hannah instructed by the same Spirit says, "There is none holy
as the Lord." The angels are holy, but they derive their holiness
from Him. His people are holy, but their sanctity is of Him.
" Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God," and the reason
of this is because "The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a
special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the
face of the earth" (Deut. vii. 6). Hannah thus rejoiced in Him
Who is " the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, Whose
name is Holy." There would be no unholy freedom, therefore, in
her joy. It was a reverential joy, for" holy and reverend is His
name." The God in Whom the saints rejoice is a God Who is
" greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had
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reverence of all them that are round about Him" (Ps.
lxxxix. 7).
Notice further that Hannah rejoiced in Him as a God of knowledge:
" The Lord is a God of knowledge" (v. 3). He had manifested His
omniscience in Hannah's case. He knew the great trial through
which she had been passing. He knew the desire of her heart.
He heard her groaning, listened to her cry and granted her request.
She rejoiced in Him, therefore, as her all-knowing God. So God
knows your case, dear fellow-believer. All your circumstance,
needs, difficulties and trials are known to Him. "I know their
sorrows," He says. And can He possibly be aware of your needs
and not supply them? Be of good cheer, and rejoice in Him as a
God of knowledge.
There is another aspect of His knowledge suggested by the words,
" By Him actions are weighed" (v. 3). He knows all our actions,
and He does not merely count them, but He weighs them. He does
not look at the quantity, but at the quality. How many of our
actions will stand this test? '''lien weighed in the balances, will
they not be found wanting? Yet even still the believer can humbly
rejoice in the Lord, for He Who knows my demerit, knows also the
meritoriousness of my Holy Substitute and Redeemer, and He
welcomes me in the Beloved. He knows our sin, but He knows
also that His dear Son is " THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
The context further teaches us that Hannah rejoiced in His
Sovereignty. He breaks the bows of the mighty, while He girds
with strength those that stumble. Under His sovereign rule" They
that were full have hired out themselves for bread," whereas" they
that were hungry ceased." In like manner" the barren hath borne
seven, and she that hath many children is waxed feeble." So
Hannah recognized that" The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: He
bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. The Lord maketh
poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up. He
raiseth up-the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from
the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit
the throne of glory" (vv. 4-8). Hannah rejoiced in all this. It
was a joy to her to know that the Lord was King in His own
dominions, and that He did as He pleased for His own glory and
for His people's good. So" Let the children of Zion be joyful in
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their King," and let them remember that He " worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will," and that "All things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose."
Lastly, let it be noted that Hannah rejoiced in the Lord's power.
She rejoiced in His keeping power. "He will keep the feet of His
saints" (v. 9). And do they not need to be thus kept? How easy
it is for their feet to stumble tmless He holds up their goings in His
paths that their footsteps slip not. Blessed be His name, "He
will keep the feet of His saints." "He will not suffer thy foot to
be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber." "The Lord
is thy Keeper," and hence all His people are" kept by the power of
God." Hannah l...rnew this truth before Peter was born, for she,
too, was taught of God. We cannot keep ourselves, but " He is
able to keep us from falling" (Jude 24). But the power of God
is not only exerted on behalf of His people, but it is also exerted
to overthrow His enemies. Hence Hannah rejoiced in His conquering power. "The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces;
out of heaven shall He thunder upon them: the Lord shall judge
the ends of the earth; and He shall give strength unto His King,
and exalt the horn of His Anointed" (v. 10). Thus" the lofty
looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall
be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day."
The God in Whom Hannah rejoiced was the God of salvation, the
God of holiness, the God of knowledge, the sovereign God, and the
God of all power. Of Him she spake when she said, "My heart
rejoicethin the Lord." May we" Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice."

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

RE Who causeth the sun to go down at noon can command the sun
to rise at midnight; and He Who darkens the earth in the clear day
lightens the earth in the darkest night. As natural, so civil and
spiritualligbt and darkness take tbeir turns, and make tbeir changes

as God decrees. It is the happiness of the saints in misery that their
Friend and Father can say unio their misery, Begone, and to happiness,
Return. The state of the Jews was obscured by the rising of that
fiery fatal comet, Raman; but anon Mordecai arose like a bright star
in their horizon, and then the Jews had light and gladness and joy and
honour.-Oaryl.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And He brought forth His people with joy, and His chosen with gladness: and gave them the lands of the heathen : and they inherited
the labour of the people,. that they might observe His statutes and
keep His laws. Praise ye the Lord."-PsALM cv. 43-45.
IT is thought by some commentators that this Psalm dates from the
Babylonian captivity, when His ancient people would be encouraged
to hope yet in the mercy of Jehovah, and recall His faithfulness in the
past ages when, in spite of all, He said, "Nevertheless My lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer My faithfulness
to fail. Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie unto
David." And upon the word of the sworn God, for Jesus' sake His
children through all ages have this" strong consolation," since" God
is not a man that He should lie," or change His word.
Now look at the history of Israel as before us in this Psalm. What
a dark background does it make for the light of mercy to shine upon!
The chosen people are in the land of darkness and condemnation, but
are led and protected meanwhile by Jehovah. He deals with their
heart which was not right, deals in mercy and fulness of compassion;
and whether in the wilderness, or in captivity, He watches over them;
and, at length, after guiding, feeding, clothing, protecting them, He
leads them forth, and delivers them.
Such His dealings now with you and me, dear reader. Our Father
is dealing with His children as a Father. Do not forget that. His
purpose is to draw His people nearer, and bestow upon them paternal
blessings covenanted for from the eternal ages.
The whole of the Psalm before us reveals the Father's hand of blessing, in disguise it might be often; but, nevertheless, a hand not
removed, but intent upon doing good. One can almost see His hand
over His people, His heart set upon them in yearning desire to deliver
them, and bring them "forth as gold" from the furnace, and His
guiding care of them-" I will guide thee with Mine eye." He kept
them as the apple of His eye, and loved them utterly-unto the
end-in spite of all they were and did.
It is a blessed history of the faithful, unchangeable love of Jehovah,
overtaking, overcoming, and bringing back a sinful, rebellious, unthankful people, from whom, for His oath's sake, He would not turn
away. "He hateth putting away." He loved, though they merited
His hate. And this is what He is to-day. His hand is upon the Man
of His right hand, upon the Son of Man Whom He made strong for
Himself; and for His sake He will not cast away" the people of His
choice." They are "preserved in Christ Jesus," and are" blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Jehovah-Jesus is leading forth that people with gladness. They are
" brought forth" out of Egypt; "brought forth" into newness of
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life; "brought forth," and given the land of the heathen, an enemy's
land. Even their enemies are made to be at peace with them, as they
lie down in the Gospel fields, and" dwell in peaceable habitations and
quiet resting-places."
Grace, and much more grace, is given them as their portion, and in
Him they conquer, and are led forth with joy and gladness. It is a
royal people brought on the royal road; a people whose God is the
Lord, and who are made willing subjects of the King of kings. They
are protected and defended all through the enemy's land.
B1'ought forth! It is a lovely e},.'pression, beloved reader! God's
children are" brought forth" ones. They are begotten" little children "-new-born ones. Our beloved Pastor (the Rev. J. Ormiston)
at one of our valued Bible classes once remarked, in speaking of the
expression, " little children" in 1 John ii. 12: "Little children here
means, in the Greek, ' brought-forth ones,' and includes the' fathers,
young men, and little children' of v. 13; a different word being used
in the Greek for the' little children' of the latter verse."
They are brought forth thus. In them a new nature i6 Divinely
implanted. A new life, a new creation begins. They are brought
forth out of nature's darkness and spiritual death into life, light, and
liberty. And as each one is thus brought forth, brought out, and
manifested in grace, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God;
joy in heaven over a redeemed, returning, repentant sinner.
TIllS and that one are subsequently led on in grace, led over many a
bridge they feared to cross; led through many a stream and fire they
were sure would overwhelm and burn them, and whilst He suffers men
to " ride over their heads, He brings them through fire and water into
a wealthy place." Led safely-by many a precipice edge and pitfall.
Led on and brought forward until the last enemy is destroyed, and
" absent from the body," they are" present with the Lord," and are
"brought forth" to the gates of glory, and received there by the
shining hosts who tune their lyres and conduct yet other heavenly
guests to the King of that Land.
" Anon the pearly gates unfold,
An heir of bliss draws nigh!
Again they strike their harps of gold,
And Hallelujah cry.
" Another sinner born of God,
Makes heaven's vast concave rlllg;
Again they Jesus' love record,
And Hallelujah sing."
And Jesus is crowned the Finisher of their salvation.
And if such is the joy over one and each returning sinner, each
grain of wheat gathered into the heavenly garner, what will be the joy
when the whole family-no longer part militant and part triumphantthe ransomed multitude which no man can number, are" brought in
unto the King," and with joy and gladness are presented unto the
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Father with, " Here am I, and the children that Thou didst give Me ;
I have lost none" !
" At last the ransomed throng complete,
Is glorified throughout;
Again they bow at Jesus' feet,
And Hallelujah shout.
" Ere long I hope to join the throng
Who bow before the King;
And in one everlasting song
My Hallelujah sing."
I confess the expression grows upon me. "He brought forth His
people with joy, and His chosen \vith gladness." It suggests the idea
of presentation. He is ever bringing them forth unto Himself. Can
we at all " enter into the joy of our Lord"? Can we in any measure
contribute to His joy? It is humbling. It is a great mystery, that
He can look upon such earthworms, and call us His" goodly heritage" !
But in leading Home His ransomed sinner-train, He is getting unto
Himself a great name. As our beloved Pastor recently said-It It
takes a Trinity of Persons in the Godhead to make saints of chief
sinners." It is the work of the Triune God; and our very poverty
needs His riches, and His riches need our ponrty! It is from His
fulness that empty, helpless sinners receive. Beloved, these high
and glorious truths are made a very foretaste of heaven unto our
souls. They belong to us, who have been redeemed at such tremendous
cost, even by the precious blood of Jesus. True," it doth not yet
appear what we shall be"! And we now seem so very far from it !
So un-Christlike, so world-absorbed. But the promise remains, and
" we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we
shall see Him as He is." And the child of God who has this heavenimplanted" hope in (upon) Him, purifieth himself even as He is pure."
May we walk as strangers and pilgrims, and confess by our life and
converse" we seek a better country, that is an heavenly."
May we be content to be hidden now; to be treated as the offscouring
of the earth; to have the scorn and frown of those who mark, with
convicted conscience, the separate walk of the believer, whose nonconformity to the world and its friends makes the professor uncomfortable
in his mind. What matters it? Think of the little, "little while"
between here and then, and what the great Apocalypse will be !
" A few smiles here, and then the blessed morrow,
A few tears here, and then farewell to sorrow;
A desert here, though led by waters flowing,
A little reaping and a little sowing;
Wild breakers here, over the wrecked heart flowing,
And then the' Peace, be still '-the great consoling;
A little labour here, then the ungirding;
And then-but 'tis too sweet to put in wording! "
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Meanwhile, to you and me, beloved reader, it is often given to
enjoy in measure the wondrous mercy of being "brought forth"
in daily deliverances, and of knowing within that true happiness
which arises from those conquests over hell and sin, when grace rises
superior to nature, and when" where sin abounded," and does abound,
grace did and doth " much more abound."
" Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight
before thee." The day is not far off when complete deliverance will
be thine, and He will return, even thy King Who greatly desires thee,
and will have thee to be for ever \vith Him in those mansions of bliss,
that heavenly City which shall abide, and from which the inhabitants
shall" go no more out." Then, with shoutings of " grace, grace unto
it," the joy of Jesus will be complete, and He will in the midst of His
Church sing praise, as He leads them, and feeds them by fountains of
living waters. All sin for ever done with! All death vanquished
-no tears, no sorrow. No more partings! Such is His people's
inheritance!
Brethren, as Israel of old was given the lands of the heathen,
and inherited the labour of the people, so shall everyone of God's
spiritual Israel-His redeemed sons and daughters-find subdued
enemies. Great spoils won in spiritual battles; and the labour of the
people an inheritance! This is that paradox, not understood by the
world, in which every conquering son and daughter of the Lord God
Almighty rejoices. They find the curse turned into blessing; the
planned ill of man, " meant unto good" by their God; the sweet where
the enemy would have made all bitter; and a way to walk in, where a
stranger finds it a hedge of thorns. Every enemy, sooner or later,
will be " still as a stone," and the people will be clean passed over!
" And He brought forth His people ,vith joy, and His chosen with
gladness; and gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited
the labour of the people: that they might observe His statutes and
keep His laws. PRAISE YE THE LORD."

R.
"THOU wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." "In quietness and confidence
shall be your strength." And when faith hath wrought patience, it
quiets the heart much more. Patience speaks quietness in the very
sound of it; and the reason is, because it hath a strength accompanying
it (Col. i. 11). "Strengthened with all might unto all patience and
long-suffering." And thence so far forth as faith and patience do
strengthen the heart, so far we are able to bear, and that with quietness. "Let not your heart be troubled," saith Christ. Why ~ "Ye
belieye in God, b~lieYe also in Me." Faith in them will cau~e trouble
to flyaway, which is a great part of Christ's meaning when He says,
"In patience possess your souls," that is, dwell quietly in your own
spirits, as a man doth in his house, which our law terms his castle.Goodwin.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. D. L. JOHNSON, i\'I.A.
FAREWELL my dearly loved BROTHER, farewell till HE, the LORD our
GOD, Whom we together delighted to serve on earth, shall come in
the glory of His kingdom, and "all the saints with Him"! Faithful
to IMMANUEL'S dear Name and precious Truth-faithful to the endgrace enabled thee to witness a good confession, and fully to declare
the glorious Gospel of His salvation to the neediest of sinners!
Happy servant of CHRIST, whose last Sabbath spent on earth (July
16th) was in the work he loved supremely-that of ministering the
Word of eternal life, which he did morning- and evening, and also of
administering the Lord's Supper to a gathered few. The next in the
rest and the bliss where "The LAMB is all the Glory" for evermore
and unmixed!
What a transition after the toils of earth, and the sorrows of
the way! All is well through the blood and righteousness of the
REDEEMER; well, because of His death, resurrection, and ascension
as the DIVINE SURETY-of Him Who loved His servant passing all
knowledge, and unchangeably. MR. J OHXSOX sweetly breathed the
spi:rit of his MASTER, a.nd humbly exemplified His character.
Endowed by the SPIRIT with special gifts, and amongst them with
a remarkable memory, he was a very treasure-house of the Holy
Word. "Apt to teach," he excelled many of those who enjoyed
the blessing of eyesight. GOD richly sanctified his ministrations as a
visitor, and to the sick and needy his was a welcome presence. He
always spoke feelingly and compassionately, and was a great favourite
among the suffering ones of GOD'S family. He lately, as our readers
remember, preached in London the anniversary Sermon of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society-an institution for whose principles and
operations he entertained the deepest regard. His sympathies and
support were exercised with careful judgment, and anything opposed
to Bible Protestantism 4e ever intelligently eschewed.
As an illustration of our dear brother's deep interest in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, we quote from a letter of dear MR. J OHNSON'S to the
Rev. T. Houghton, in April last, when he wrote :-" Allow me to thank
you most cordially for your monthly' Wayside Notes' in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. MRS. J OHNSON and I always read them together on
Sunday evenings, after the morning and afternoon services at our
little village church are over, with much spiritual refreshment and
profit. Such Scriptural teaching is of the greatest value in these days
of abounding error. May our gracious God richly bless your ministry
in the future, even more than in the past."
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The appended appreciation from the pen of MISS RUTH COWELL, who
was one of his longest and most attached Christian friends, will be
read with deep interest by a large circle of those who mourn the loss
of dear MR. J OHNSON. We cordially endorse her affectionate and
appreciative contribution. May a rich measure of consolation be
graciously ministered to dear MRS. J OHNSON in the sorrow of her sore
bereavement; and also to the beloved aged mother and family of
GOD'S dear servant.
" Well done, thou good and faithful servant; enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord" (MATT. xxv. 21).
SACRED MEMORIALS OF OUR BELOVED FRIE~D, THE REV.
D. L. JOHNSON.
DURING the month of July, and within three weeks, it has pleased the
Lord to gather to Himself three of those whom I counted amongst my
choicest friends in Jesus; those with whom I was privileged to have
sweet fellowship, and who were lovingly connected with us in all the
interests of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Of dear" Mary, of Leicester," we
have already written. Strangely, but in the loving ordering of our
God, the other two were amongst those with whom, in my recent
visits among the saints of God, I was permitted hallowed association,
for which I can now thank Him. It was at Tilehurst, near Reading,
that the first night of my journey was spent, and where I was lovingly
welcomed in the Lord by dear Miss Bennett and her gracious cousin.
Of those brief hours it was surely recorded in heaven, " they spake of
Him"; and that the Lord hearkened and heard I doubt not. Jesus
was truly in our midst, according to the promise of His own lips, and
the hours flew too swiftly by, as each sought to extol the blessedness
of His Name, His Person, and His work, so dear to each individual soul.
Little did any of us then think we should meet no more upon earth.
Who could have thought that the beloved friend, then in her usual
health, would-so soon be called away! But after a brief illness, on
Wednesday, July 19th, dear Miss Margaret Bennett went in to see the
King in His beauty. Two days later came the sorrowful tidings from
Peldon, of the serious illness of the beloved Rector there; followed
a few hours later by the news of his, too, having been called to his
eternal rest. It came as a great blow, and yet, in a measure, the Lord
had graciously and tenderly prepared one. For after the first intimation of his illness, I was struck with the fact, that each time I sought
the mercy-seat on his behalf, I could not find a prayer for his recovery.
It was only asking the Lord to bless him, and strengthen his beloved
wife! Later, with startling sweetness, fell the words upon my waking
heart, " Faultless to stand before the throne" ; and then the Scripture,
" Then shall the spirit return unto God Who gave it." Thus I was
graciously prepared for the telegram which told me that the much-
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beloved DAVID LINDSAY JOHNSON was standing faultless before the
throne of God, clad in the robe of Christ's perfect righteousness.
But our sorrow! What can we say ~ Faith rests upon" Himself
hath done it," and says under the otherwise crushing weight of sorrow,
"Even so, Father"; "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord." It is the Lord alone Who can
sustain in such sorrow, and give His children grace to thank Him Who
has folded another of His oft-weary ones to His heart of love. How
that right royal mandate, " Father, I will that they also, whom Thou
hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My
glory," quiets all questioning, and enables bereaved hearts to rise above
natural grief, and to dwell upon resurrection glory; on the bliss, the
unutterable joy upon which His children enter immediately when,
" absent from the body," they are" present with the Lord." We
would dwell upon the Redeemer's joy, the joy of the redeemed host,
the joy of the angelic host; and look forward, upward, onward, homeward, to when
"We, too, at the season ordained,
Their chorus for ever shall join."
Meanwhile, we pray much for the sorely riven hearts of the bereaved
devoted wife, the aged mother, and the lov-ing sisters and relations.
For our beloved brother in the Lord, I can truly say, " I thank my
God upon every remembrance" of him. His was an Enoch walk. To
have known him in the hallowed home, that quiet Rectory, which I
always looked upon as the house of true hospitality, peace, and rest; to
have seen him, as I was for many years privileged to do, so eminently
humble; with such a chastened spirit, such wonderful patience under
his life-long aflliction-blindness; a man of much prayer and closet
communion, and a giant in the Scriptures; for all this I shall ever
have cause to bless my Heavenly Father. I always felt spiritually
strengthened by my visits to Peldon Rectory. It breathed the very
atmosphere of heaven. How the dear Pastor and his praying wife
yearned for the salvation of souls in the parish! How he wrestled,
watched, and prayed for each inhabitant! How faithfully and fully
was he enabled to preach a full Gospel for empty, undone sinners !
How zealously he prepared his sermons, never giving to the Lord that
which cost him nothing, but studying for each sermon as though
he were about to preach to a large and influential town congregation! Often one felt he was preaching for himself; and had he not had
much joy in his own soul, and the joy of the Lord as his strength, he
must have sunk under the weariness and labours, the sad disappointments, the seeming result of "nothing but leaves." How small
reward for his labours was dear MR. JOHNSON permitted to see! How
bitter and grievous were the disappointments of that praying soul !
The falling away; the rejected testimony; the going back and walbng
no more with him! But the promise remains; God's Word shall not
return void unto Him.
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There may yet be fruit from that bread of everlasting life cast upon
the waters, and Pe}don may know that lent to them for a season was
one of the Lord's choice jewels. For the few who lovingly rallied
round him, who were in constant and kindly attendance on him, and
in waiting upon the means of grace, we rejoice; and they will, doubtless, gratefully bless God Who inclined their hearts thus to cheer and
encourage the Lord's dear servant.
Dear MR. J OHNSON was a family friend. The friendship began with
our beloved parents when we were children, and has thus covered a
great many years. As a young man he was much with my beloved
father, who held him in loving esteem; and the great desire of " G. C."
was to see his young friend enter the ministry. It was a joy to him
when, in later years, during a visit to Southsea, he heard v;ith deep
appreciation, at St. John's, Portsea, dear MR. J OHNSON preach his
farewell sermon to that congregation, before removing to another
sphere of labour. My beloved father described it in a letter to a
daughter as " a very precious sermon from Acts xxii. 14, 15."
After training at Worcester College for the blind, and, subsequently,
at Worcester College, Oxford, MR. JOHNSON was ordained to a curacy
at St. George's, Birmingham; removing thence two years later to St.
John's, Portsea, where he worked harmoniously with, and ever retained
a brotherly regard for, Dr. Lindsay Young. After charges at Aylestone,
Leicester; St. Luke's, Southsea; St. Mary Magdalene, Oolchester, and
helping the beloved Rev. J ames Ormiston at St. Mary-le-Port,
Bristol, he went in 1895 to Peldon, Essex, which living had been
purchased for him some years before by his father. And there he faith·
fully laboured, and preached the everlasting Gospel. He was a true
pastor, a faithful watchman upon the walls of Zion, shunning not to
declare the whole counsel of God; a constant visitor to the sick and
sorrowing; and, .nth his devoted unselfish wife, a helper, whatever
the need was, to each one of the parishioners. Every gift, invalid
nourishment, and simple pleasure planned for the happiness of the
village emanated from Peldon Rectory. He always had the best
Societies represented, and able speakers to tell the people of missionary
work at home and abroad. The schools were well sustained, and the
church was always in perfect order, and, of course, free from ornaments. It was my great joy to be there during the month of May this
year. How memorable are the sermons then heard! How one recalls
how largely he spoke upon death and resurrection! What precious
thoughts upon redemption glory did he give us on Ascension Day, as
he spoke from Ps. cviii. 5, "Be 'rhou exalted, 0 God, above the
heavens; and Thy glory above all the earth." And what telling words
he uttered on the Lord's Day following, when he preached from John xi.
25, 26, in the morning, emphasizing again and again, " He that believeth in Me shall never die"; and in the evening from Heb. ix. lO,
" There remaineth therefore a rest for the people of God." A gracious
providence inclined me to take some brief notes of the latter discourse, so that we may all now read the words, so forcible and telling,
34
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and now true of him, who" being dead yet speaketh." It has been
my privilege to give from time to time some "Echoes from Peldon
Pulpit," and these will be very sacred. I fancy I hear his voice now:
" , They rest from their labours'! What a beautiful way of speaking
of the retirement of the saints of God! The Apostle does not call it death,
only entering into rest." This is just what our beloved friend is now
doing. He has entered into his Divinely appointed and provided
eternal rest. He has heard " Well done, thou good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
Dear MR. JOHNSON was eminently endowed with the gift of a retentive memory. He used to tell how, when the Lord laid His afflicting
hand upon him, and as a youth he began to realize that his sight was
failing him, he was led to commit much Scripture to memory. He
began by learning the 119th Psalm and the four Gospels. His knowledge of the precious Word, the accuracy with which he quoted it,
giving chapter and verse, often astonished and ashamed me! In the
earlier years of his ministry, on one occasion, he found on reaching the
lectern that the raised-type Bible had not been placed there. No one
in the congregation knew at the time of service that the lesson was
accurately supplied from memory's page! During the writer's visit
to Peldon this summer, on Whitsunday evening MR. JOHNSON appeared
to hesitate for a few seconds when at the lectern for the first lesson.
The congregation might have observed a slight faltering and hesitancy
and a shortening of the lesson; but they did not know, as we were
subsequently told, that the book of Joshua had been taken to church
instead of Ezekiel, and that a part of the thirty-sixth chapter of the
latter book, so carefully read over in Saturday's preparation, was
repeated from memory! How easily he could have read from the
book of Joshua, and but few in that humble little congregation been
conscious of any mistake. But he was always observant of order and
of the teaching of the Church of England, and knew that the chapter
chosen for that day's reading had distinct reference to the work of the
Holy Spirit.
My last evening at Peldon Rectory, June 7th, will ever be a memorable one. What a gracious and kind provision of the Lord to grant
me yet one more of those hallowed seasons, and that the last hours we
should spend in each other's company should be a foretaste of that
heavenly communion, which will be unbroken by death or separation.
His beloved wife, himself, a devoted sister, and I, had driven into
Colchester in the morning, the sister having to leave a day earlier than
the writer, in order to be at the polling in connection with the work so
dear to her heart-the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. She will recall
that drive and converse with her brother. She will cherish the memory
of his parting text to her-so remarkably appropriate to her now
sorrowing heart. It was their last meeting on earth. They were his
last words to her. "Be of good cheer"; and he pointed out that
those words or their equivalent occur five times in the New
Testament.
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And then we returned home, and in the evening the-three friends of
God seemed shut in by God Himself to that converse and fellowship
which He made heavenly to their souls by His own presence. It was
as though there was no such thing as care or disquietude. We knew
nothing of a busy, tiresome world outside. There, in the stillness of
the lengthening evening shadows, our beloved friend sat and talked,
opening up difficult passages, throwing Scriptural light upon them,
and, with his wonderful memory, quoting many references. And then
the following morning, during the six miles' drive to the station, what
fragrant converse there was! What abundant testimony and gracious
experience given! He told me of a recent episode on that road when,
his beloved and ever devoted wife being unable to accompany him
owing to slight indisposition, he had taken his man into town, and
availed himself of the public motor for the first time. To his dismay,
when the time for starting home came, the omnibus quickly filled with
a noisy, rough party, decidedly the worse for drink, and their coarse
jokes and rough language grieved his pure soul. At the end of his
journey, as he alighted, he said, " Gentlemen, I have a message for you.
, It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.' "
The men, taken a little by surprise but evidently thinking to " catch
him in his words," said, " Say the next verse to us, sir." MR. JOHNSON
told me, " I did not give them their request, but I parted from them,
saying, ' It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.' "
Thus he delivered his own soul, and who can tell how that solemn
warning has been used of God. This we know-He has recorded it
Who cannot lie-" Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send
forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass."
And thus my last happy, happy visit to Peldon came to an end.
Some of the readers "Will recall an article given with the portrait of its
Rector in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1899. I spoke then of its restful
associations; the hallo"l\ed intercourse; the daily "Witness to the power
of sustaining, upholding, restraining grace. One could not but with
pain observe this year that there were visible signs of greater weakness
since MR. JOHNSON'S serious illness last autumn. There were greater
weariness, less elasticity, none of the former long evening walks taken
in company after the day's work of study and parochial duties was
over. Instead, there was strolling, the four of us, about the lovely
garden, under its shady trees, listening with delight to the clear trilling
notes of the nightingale, which ever gave him much pleasure. He
remarked as we stood in the quiet evening glow, under the bough
where this happy little songster was charming us: "I always think of
that verse, ' Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and the evening
to rejoice; , and the birds thus praise their Maker."
These and many such are the memories of others who, like myself,
were lovingly and courteously entertained at Peldon Rectory. One,
who was made a welcome annual visitor, and who counted it a joy to
serve the Lord's dear servant, writes to me, " It is exceedingly kind of
you to give me these details of my dear, dear friend's last hours. I
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cannot say how much I feel his loss! His was no ordinary friendship,
and although I occupy a much humbler position in life, he always
treated me as a brother, and I loved him, and felt it a very great
privilege to serve him. And now he is gone, and I shall next see him
in the glory."
One is loath to lay d~nvn the pen. There come to mind such sweet
recollections; such tokens of the Lord's tender kindness. It was no
unmeaning thing, that this year the Annua.l Sermon in London for the
A.P.F.S. should, in the inability of the beloved preacher of many
former occasions, the Rev. J. Ormiston, be preached by dear MR.
J OHNSON.
He undertook it in much fear and trembling, on account
of his delicate health, but wrote me afterwards: "The Lord stood by
me and helped me, according to His good promise." And many, very
many, were sent rejoicing away that night from St. Stephen's, Coleman
Street. ""Vas it some Divine compensation, and some special smile
of approval that rested upon the Lord's dear servant, who had so often
to say sorrowfully to His Lord, " Master, we have toiled all the night,
and have taken nothing" 1 Ah! he had rich compensating springs in
his life. Little did those around perhaps know of the truth of these
lines I always applied to dear MR. J OHNSON : " All unseen the Master walketh
By His toiling servant's side;
Comfortable words He speaketh,
While His hands uphold and guide.
"Grief, nor pain, nor any sorrow
Rends thy heart to Him unknown;
He to-day, and He to-morrow,
Grace sufficient gives His own.
" Holy strivings nerve and strengthen,
Long endurance wins the crown,
When the evening shadows lengthen,
Thou shalt lay thy burden down."
Many of the friends who gathered together at the Clifton Conference
in 1909 will remember the last visit of the Lord's dead servant. How
he spoke from Heb. ii. 17, and set forth that marvellous identity and
union of Christ and His Church, which, in the mysteries of His grace,
He chose to " be made like unto." A little company met at the home
of the writer and her sisters at that time, and spent a hallowed evening
in fellowship with MR. JOHNSON, who gave a little exposition on
Col. iii., and engaged in prayer. Together we all sang, ere we parted,
" The sands of time are sinking." In glad anticipation we joined in
concert to sing of the" glory, glory dwelling in Immanuel's Land,"
upon which our beloved friend has now entered; to know no more of
" the shades of evening"; the weariness of the" traveller that leaneth
on his guide"; no more of the wrestling "toward heaven, 'mid
storm and wind and tide." He is with the King in His beauty, and
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is following the Lamb whithersoever He leadeth, amid the undying,
unfading glory of that Land.
And now, amid our tears, which the Friend of Lazarus chideth not,
we can and do bless our Heavenly Father for the life, walk, and conversation, and for the folding to His breast, of our beloved friend. We
would q.well much on the joy of Jesus; the fulfilment of His will to
have Ris saints with Him where He is; the full realization of that
truth of which the beloved" G. C." once reminded him, " The first
person your eyes will see will be Jesus"! ""Ve would think much of
the j9Y and perfect satisfaction of him who knows" no more pain," no
more weariness, no more sorrows, no more disappointments. All his
work is done, his warfare over, and ..dear DAVID LINDSAY JOHKSON is
at rest, and that for ever! Could he know of this article, in his
graciously sustained humility he would say, " Speak not of me; only
extol a precious Christ"; and we would look off, as we speak of
those whose faith "e follo\y-though it be so very far off-to Him
Who abides, Wilo ever liveth, "Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to-day and for ever."
As we parted, a few summers ago, with a beloved servant of God, a
fisherman both by his earthly and heavenly vocation, upon whom we
had called in the little fishing-village of West Mersea, and in whose
house we had enjoyed a heavenly season, the dear man, as he wrapped
the rug lovingly around us in the carriage, looked up into the calm
face and sightless eyes of dear MR. J OHNSON, and said, "You know
YOUR eyes will see Him in that day. They will." And quickly did
the Lord's dear servant reply," Mine eyes shall see Him in that day,
The God Who died for me,
And all my living bones shall say,
'Lord, Who is like to Thee? ' "
That man of God has since told me how, twenty years ago, he
walked over to Peldon Church and heard the Lord's dear servant. He
went there in hardness and bitterness of spirit, and how to sit out the
service he Imew not. But ere the sermon was ended, the Lord of
Peace proclaimed peace to his rebellious heart, and he was sent on
his way rejoicing! Truly," Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of
the King's enemies; whereby the people fall under Thee."
On Thursday afternoon, July 27th, MR. JOHNSON'S mortal remains
were laid to rest in Colchester cemetery. It was a befitting choice
that the burial-place should .be that" parcel of ground" close by his
beloved and honoured friend, the late Rev. J. R. Cotter. That dear
servant of the Lord who had so faithfully and for so long a life witnessed to his Lord and Master, died in 1900, and on the Lord's Day
following MR. JOHNSON, his much-loved friend, preached a funeral
sermon from the pulpit of St. Mary Magdalene, Colchester, taking for
his text 1 Sam. xii. 22, setting forth the truth of it in its dual aspect.
As we made our way to the open grave, our eye naturally sought the
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tomb of his beloved fellow-labourer, and it was a note of victory which
spoke to us as we saw it, with the text below his name, " Nay, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us."
There was a hallowed calmness, a quiet sacredness, a solid sense of
reality, and even a note of joy and victory that afternoon. Hearts
were realizing how" the Lord is in the midst of thee "-supporting,
sustaining, and directing our hearts upward; bidding us to "sorrow
not even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with Him." We were reminded of the hymn:" Death is but sleep in Jesus, to those who live in, Him,
Since Jesus, at His coming, their bodies shall redeem.
One moment, and the trumpet shall call to life the dead,
From earth's remotest caverns, from ocean's deepest bed.
" The dead in Jesus raised, from Abel to the end,
With all the living changed, shall then to heaven ascend;
Oh! what a glorious morning! Oh! what a joyful band!
How great the congregation round Jesus then will stand.
" And, oh! 'what bursts of praises, when Jesus leads the song,
The Saviour and the saved the harmony prolong!
The theme of God's salvation, the joy is full that day,
The echoes of that morning will never die a"a:-."
And as we separated, some of us journeying west, the sun shone on
in his strength and glory. It had been a brilliant" day of sunshine,
and now, as the evening shadows lengthened, there, amid the verdant
landscape with its valleys and hills, the sun began to set. It was a
gorgeous sight-one's eyes feasted on it, one's heart went out in pondering this nearest approach to glory. The brilliant colouring, the
softening tints, the golden clouds, and then the afterglow! One will
not easily forget it! It was as though the Lord would remind His
children of the glory and everlasting sunshine of Immanuel's Land, to
which another of His ransomed ones had been gathered; that there
the -Lord was unto him his everlasting light, and that the days of his
mourning were ended; that he was with that countless throng of" Adoring saints who round Him stand,
And thrones and powers before Him fall;
The God shines gracious through the Man,
And sheds sweet glories on them all.
" Oh! what amazing joys they feel,
While to their golden harps they sing,
And sit on every heavenly hill,
And spread the triumphs of their King! "
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Sermon£' anlJ jf}.ote£, of Sermon£'.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT PELDON CHURCH,
By THE LATE REV. D. L. JOHNSON, MAY 28TH, 1911.
" For he that is entered 1:nto his rest, he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God did from His."-HEB. iv. 10.
THERE is a rest which the believer enters into the moment he enters
into the Lord Jesus Christ in believing. He hears and is constrained
to obey the gracious call, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." It is the experience of every
poor sinner taught by the Holy Ghost, to enter into the rest of sin put
away, completely covered by the imputed righteousness of Christ,
when guilt has been atoned for, and the power of sin broken. Of this
" rest" the world knows nothing. It cannot enter into the secret rest
of the believer.
There is also a rest experienced by the child of God in the service of
Christ. "Learn of Me," said Jesus, "for I am meek and lowly in
heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." There is rest in bearing
the yoke of Christ. The Gospel commandments are sweetened by the
love of Christ, and the believer finds it a privilege to run thereinfinding" His commandments are not grievous." Oh! what excellent
service, he, the sinner, brought out of darkness into God's marvellous
light, has been brought into! He now knows Jesus not only as a
gracious Saviour, but as his heavenly Master! You see it is a present
rest, of which my text speaks: "For we which have believed do enter
into rest." All was burden and weakness before, but united now to
Christ by that life communicated from heaven, we enjoy the presence
of Christ as our true rest. What bondage there was before! But the
believer now learns that he does not "Work for salvation, but trom
salvation. Good "Works, those works acceptable in God's sight, are
the fruits and effects of salvation, and he sees now how the fruits of
the Spirit enable him to work out that which has been wrought in him.
We read that many of the Israelites entered not into the Promised
Land because of their unbelief. The believer enters not in as a result
of his faith, but by the merits of Christ's precious blood and absolute
obedience, Who fulfilled the law for righteousness' sake. Oh! to
desire the gift of faith that brings us into experimental union with
Christ! That is what we need. Believing in Jesus is not merely
giving a cold assent to the word and doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ,
but it is the heart going out after Him, with a deep sense of our own
guilt and our need of such a Saviour. And a living faith cannot be
disappointed nor daunted by the subtleties of Satll,n nor the deceitfulness of the human heart. A faith which is communicated by the Lord
Jesus Christ finds its rest and only true satisfaction in the bosom of
Jesus.
" He that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his works,
as God did from His." He has ceased from all his legal works; the
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llo-called good works of his umegenerate days. He has found what
it is to rest in Christ and nothing short of Him. The man of God is
brought to " rest from his works as God did from His"; although we
can never compare man's work with God's work. God's work of
creation may be included here, so comprehensive is Scripture. But it
also refers to the resurrection of Christ, and to the departure of the
saints from this world. It tells of the ascension of Christ into that
heavenly Rest, that rest far superior to that of Joshua's. Joshua but
led the children of Israel into the earthly Canaan. He could lead them
to no better rest than that; but" if Jesus-that is Joshua-had given
them rest, then would he not have spoken of some other day "-the
day of Christ; the glorious ascension, the great antitype of Joshua's
entering Canaan. Joshua's was not a final rest. When the Lord
Jesus Christ ascended into heaven some forty days after His glorious
resurrection, He ceased from the works of His new creation-the work
which He undertook in redemption-as God had ceased from His of
the physical creation. He" finished the work" His Father had given
Him to do, and He ascended into heaven there to carry on the work
of intercession for His people. "Seeing, then," the 14th verse of
our chapter tells us, " that we have a great high priest, that is passed
into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession."
He is there as our ascended High Priest. He is there as our glorious
Forerunner. lIe went before His blood-bought Church, individually
and collectively, and He is now within the veil, and they follow. In the
Divine purpose they are already" seated with Christ in the heavenly
places," and one by one, in and through the operation of the Holy
Spirit, they will also so enter in and sit down with Him on His throne,
even as He is set down with His Father on His throne. Yes, when the
Lord Jesus had finished the work given Him by His Father and fulfilled
His will and word, He entered into the Holiest and sat down. It has
been often pointed out that in the Tabernacle no seat was provided.
Daily, all through the year, the high priest served, always standing.
His work was never finished! But the Lord Jesus after His one
offering-one sacrifice-" for ever sat down." That alludes to this
" rest" here set forth. There was nothing to be added to that once
for all finished work. But the work He is still carrying on as our
representative there, is that of interceding for His people; pleading
their cause; doing wondrous things for them in His grace and love,
and showering down mercies day by day; those mercies which are
innumerable. For this, He is seen standing at His Father's right hand.
And to-day, the Sunday after Ascension Day, we commemorate the
rest of which our text speaks. The Lord Jesus has preceded His
people and entered into glory. They, too, are fast hastening there.
" He that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God did from His." He here means" anyone," but that is
restricted to believers only. None other enters into rest. And unless
we enter into rest now, we shall not enter into the rest hereafter!
" Let us therefore labour," says the Apostle, (let us strive diligently, it
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may be rendered). Oh! we cannot afford to leave this solemn allimportant matter in uncertainty! We need to have our hope laid
upon Jesus, and to find our only satisfaction there, and nowhere else.
God is never pleased with anything that proceeds not from Christ
Jesus, but if we are in Ol)eneSS with Him all the blessings of the Gospel
abound in and for us. All else is worthless!
The rest mentioned in our text includes .not only present rest from
all our legal works, but also refers to believers who have gone Home to
glory. All these, who now rest from their labours, utterly disowned any
merit of their own in their works. All works acceptable to God are
wrought of Him! Man is not a machine. The Lord is pleased to
work in and through him, and the believer, as he depends entirely
upon God Who "worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure," ceases from his works as God did from His. "He
that is entered into his rest."
There is yet another rest referred to, other than resting from our
works. There is that" rest which remaineth for the people of God."
In Rev. xiv. 13, we read, " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours: and their works do follow them." That is a parallel passage
to our text. A rest from all earthly labours. "They serve Him day
and night" there, for they have entered into a more blessed work!
The Lord always takes His saints Home immediately their work on
earth is done. Some are allowed to linger on a sick bed, cut off from
~ctive service, it is true. But patience is a lovely work. There are
passive works as well as active works, and they are just as pleasing to
God. All are wrought through the Spirit's power, and those who
work the most are the least conscious of it. They say, " Not unto us,
o Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory."
" They rest from-their labours." What a beautiful way of speaking
of the retirement of the saints of God. The Apostle does not speak of
it as death, only as an entering into rest. There is an entering _into
rest the moment the man of God believes, and he enters more fully
into rest when he goes Home to be with his God! Oh, what a prospect!
What an expectation! What a hope! His rest! God provides it!
God assigns it! A glorious rest. A gracious rest in Christ now and a
R.
glorious rest with Christ hereafter!
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY THE REV.

J.

ORMISTON, RECTOR, AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL.

" Is any among you afflicted? Zet him pray. Is any merry? let him
sing psalms."-JAMEs v. 13.
TH'E Revised Version of the Scriptures has rendered the words: "Is
any among you suffering ~ let him pray. Is any cheerful ~ let him
sing psalms." Dear friends, these two translations of God's Word
in this place are very helpful to our understanding. There is still a
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church of God on earth, a people much afflicted, of whom the Holy
Spirit asks these two questions, and He kno'ws how to divide what He
appoints, the grace of prayer and the grace of praise. He only works
in our hearts the purpose that God intends to bestow on us, and we
are at no loss so long as "ye rely on the presence of the Holy Ghost
whether prayer or praise be our requirement. He aids our infirmities
if we ask mistakenly. He answers in a better way than if He had
answered in our way. We are therefore much helped in our helplessness. We cannot be too needy, because it is according to our neednot always felt-that God replies and helps. He foreknows what
shall be on the morrow and what we then shall stand in need of, and
He helps in anticipation. The family of God are a very needy people.
" I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people,
and they shall trust in the name of the Lord." He arranges all our
necessities, and sanctifies them. He is always right in His views of what
we really require. I speak for myself, sometimes I bow the knee in
prayer and am at a loss to state my need to the Lord who knows all
about it. This is my infirmity. He knows yours. Do you believe that ~
Do you trust Him to provide a full blessing for you? It is a sure
way of obtaining blessing to go to Him with our need, and sometimes
even to go away as we came without a deliverance or felt ble~sing,
but that season we have spent at the Lord's feet is not a lost season,
it is one of waiting and trusting. The Lord takes account of His
needy people, and sets apart a future season when He will confer what
has been asked for in His Son's Name. Tarry the Lord's leisure.
Wait. It needs great grace to wait while the Lord is silent to us.
Those seasons are very trying to us. We compare the times when
He used to confer blessing in answer to our prayers and waiting. But
now we wait in vain as far as the evidences go. Wemake mistakes
in regard to evidences. We need to wait implicitly on God's naked
Word. His bare word of promise is as good as His oath, and you may
well rely on the simplest promise He has made in His Word as on
His oath. He cannot deny Himself. If He should deny His Word
He would deny Himself and He cannot do that. Yesterday, to-day,
and forever He blesses His people in His own way.
"Is any among you afflicted?" He lGlOWS who is afflicted, but
He chooses to wait on His people with this question. So He asks it
to-night in this congregation. There may be some afflicted. He will
enter into all the circumstances and relieve them as He sees good. It
may be affliction in the way of persecution, this seems to be the trend
of the verse, but not entirely so. His people suffer tribulations neither
few nor small. The Lord has appointed these afflictions to exercise
the faith of His people. Do you know much of affliction and tribulation? Do you recognize the character of God's people in your own
experience? "The heart" that God gave" lGlOweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with its joys "-the JOJs
of a delivered people. In Psalm 1. 15, we read the Psalmist's record
of experience. He cannot forego, and will not deny. "Call upon
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Me in the day of trouble :1 will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
Me," that is the language of God's lips. Is it a day of trouble ~ Make
it a day of prayer, and the burden of your prayer" Lord, I am in
trouble, Thy servant is affiicted grievously, wilt Thou not glorify
Thyself by delivering him ~" In 2 Omon. xxxiii. 12-13, we have a
remarkable instance of crying to God by one sorely afflicted for whom
the Lord appeared. Manasseh was a king, and would not hearken to
the Lord when He spake unto him, this was the rebellion of the natural
heart, but he is brought into needy circumstances, " and when he was
in affiiction he besought the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly
before the God of his fathers." He must have had free grace for this
after his previous conduct. We looked upon him as a graceless man,
but now he is in affiiction, he beseeches the Lord his God and humbles
himself greatly, and he " prayed unto Him: and He was intreated of
him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem
into his kingdom. Then Manasseh l(new that the Lord He was God."
He had learned the lesson in his direst extremity, the gracious purposes of God towards him. Here is an illustration given us in God's
ovv11 word, written in God's own hand, that that iniquitous bng was
the subject of His converting, calling, grace, and it brought forth the
fruits of holiness in his life. Another illustration of how the grace of
prayer is operative we find in Jonah ii., "Then Jonah prayed unto the
Lord his God out of the fish's belly." How beautiful is all this-grace
operative at the bottom of the ocean, in the belly of a whale, a creature
subject to God's will at every moment. There he lay in that offensive
residence kept alive by God, and J onah found by His grace it was
none other than the home of God to him and the gate of heaven. He
offered his prayer towards the mercy-seat, and was heard and answered.
I will not read the whole of this precious prayer; but read it for yourselves, and note how he closed his pra:-er in v. 9.
" But I will sacrifice unto Thee with the yoice of thanksgiving; I
will pay that which I have yowed. Salvation is of the Lord." So
soon as he made that gracious confession of his faith which in its
origin came together with repentance of heart-the turning to God
with confession-the Lord wrought for J onah a great salvation.
How many illustrations might be brought forth out of the record of
God's faithfulness throughout a thousand generations, to encourage
us on whom the ends of the world are come that we might depend
on Him only for help, and He will keep to the uttermost. Let us
remember these instances, few out of many culled from God's holy
Scriptures of Truth, to strengthen our heart's faith and confirm us
in relying on Him.
"Is any cheerful, or merry ~ let him sing psalms." God has
provided His exercised people with suitable words of praise. We are
not dependent on man for words of praise due to God. We wait on
God for the praise we are to render to Himself. We find liberty in the
office of praise. "Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord"
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(Eph. v. 19). What a blessed service is this apportioned to all the
saints of God, not always audibly do they render it, but really. Whenever the Holy Spirit leads the heart it is real praise that is offered.
What He gives He loves to receive again at our mouths. Praise such
as He accepts He is Author of, He never refuses His own words. "Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom: teaching an_d
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord" (Col. iii. 16). This is
the office which God Himself has appointed in His temple. His
redeemed people are gifted 'with the praise which it is Jehovah's right
to receive. -It so honours God that His people should come back to
His footstool to praise Him after prayer. We owe it to God to be
thankful for His blessings. Are we ~
THE DEATH OF AARON AND THE HIDDEN GRAVE OF
MOSES.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. J AMES E. WALKER, M.A., CHELTENHAM.
" And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor, by the
coast of the land of Edom, say'ing, Aaron shall be gathered unto his
people: for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto
the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against My word at the
water of Meribah."-NuM. xx. 23, 24-.
" So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab,
according to the word of the Lord. And He buried him in a valley
in the land of Moab, over agai'nst Beth-peor: but no man krwweth
of Ms sepUlchre unto this day."-DEUT. xxxiv. 5, 6.
(Ooncluded from page 492.)
AND now let us turn from the pathos of the history to learn its typical
mystery and true doctrine. And this we will do by way of contrast.
Our hearts must visit three graves and look upon three acts of dying.
The first grave is the one beside which our meditation has but now
been standing, for this grave was dug by the rocky death-bed, where
Aaron breathed his last, on Mount Hor. This is a closed and sealed
grave, and in this grave is pre-signified the after-dying of the ceremonial
law, the law of types and shadows and carnal ordinances. The
altars must no longer run with the blood of bulls and goats, when the
One Sacrifice has been ofl'ered; for their only value was in the foretelling of the Precious Blood, shed once for our peace on Calvary.
The high order of Aaron, the priests of which, during the ages of the
law, were laid, like their first head, each in his narrow grave--a
succession of death, well betokening imperfection and decay-must
at last be superseded by the Divine order of Melchizedec, and the
olden priesthood lie at length, like its mitred ancestor, in the grave
of oblivion, for there is One only High Priest for the universal Church,
Who ever liveth to make intercession through the merit of His onceoffered sacrifice. None may break the seal of this grave or snatch
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the body that has lain there mouldering, without the guilt of sacrilege
and dishonour done to the glory of the One High-Priesthood of ChTist.
The second grave is this of Moses, around the mystery of which
poets have delighted to throw the charm of their imagination-the
funeral at which the only torches were the stars of heaven, when they
came out one by one over the newly.closed mould in the valley of Moab,
while the night-wind, sighing among the branches, sang the Qnly
burial-chant. But is there not a funeral in the Gospels infinitely
stranger, of far more pathos, and of an infinite wonder ~ We have
seen God burying man-here is indeed a mystery; but on the hill
of Calvary is yet greater mystery; for there, in the sad twilight and
under the tremulous stars, the few that loved Him-Nicodemus and
Joseph and the weeping women-are bearing the Body of God with
the wounds, though the thorn-crown has been gently unwound from
the sacred brow, to the tomb in the garden. Man 1:8 burying God!
How little our highest spiritual instincts appreciate this mystery of
sorrow and of wonder! No sweet, low chant is raised, for the angelic
choirs that sang at the birth of God could not have sung at the burial
of God; and how should poor mortals, for whom and by whose hands
He died, find fitting music ~ Has one solitary heart amongst us ever
pondered upon that funeral of God, when the Son of God lay on His
lowly bier, the wounded hands at rest, the mangled feet now still
in the last quietness of death-the feet and the hands that in a restlessness of unwearying love had come and healed the sorrows of menwith no mourners but those few women who had ministered unto
Him; with no bearers save only those two faithful hearts as they
bore Him onward to the rock-hewn sepulchre under the quiet heavens,
that seem at night always so mournful, as if they loved best to sorrow
with the sorrowing ~ Has any heart among us ever wept over that
funeral as the burial of God by man ~-of God, slain by man; the
Victim for man of the great sacrifice, slain also by the justice of God
in the three hours of darkness; now meekly buried by those few only
who loved Him-the unknown, unloved King of Love-in the borrowed
tomb, from which He shall yet rise again in glory on the third day ~
But Moses, the man of God, had died in the full light of the vision
of God. The light of God shone full into his eyes, and for very joy in
that glory he had closed his eyes in death, wearing on his face the
all-satisfied look of peace. The human face of the Son of God,
Whom they are carrying to the garden of J oseph, wears the deep
engraving of an infinite pain. The closed eyes are filled with blood,
and the lines of an infinite sorrow are written on the worn look, even
in death, for so little while ago there hung One" like unto" Moses
in His prophetic life of ministry, yet infinitely unlike in the lonely
death of expiation; Himself the One Law-giver, but, being also the
Law-Satisfier, He must suffer the darkness of the forsaking, with the
loud cry of an infinite sorrow upon His lips and the judgment of human
sin upon His heart until it is broken. From the thick darkness of
the Passion-story a Voice still comes to us telling of sorrows unknown,
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of sore abandonment, of judgment exacted, of the curse fulfilled, of
the Father's face hidden, of full atonement made; by the token of
that solitary cry we know it, ":My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me ~ "
We have visited the grave of Aaron, the mitred priest, upon the
heights of :Mount Hor, where yet he lies in a tomb still closed and
sealed, awaiting the resurrection of the just. We have seen how
:Moses also must die and be laid by God's own love in a grave" which
no man knoweth unto this day." But from that hidden tomb, at the
time appointed of God, :Moses must rise to reassume his body, glorified
in that first resurrection of mortal man: for, together with Elias,
he appeared, in days long after, with Christ upon another mountain,
and there he "talked with Him concerning His decease which He
should accomplish at Jerusalem." But now, not long after the pale
seal of corruption had given its impression to the face that had so
often looked upon the vision of God, :Moses is taken from the rest of
the concealed sepulchre into the immediate presence of the Eternal
Light, a privilege shared, until the resurrection of Christ, only by those
two, called unto heaven in their mortal vesture-Enoch, who never
tasted of death, and Elijah, translated in a chariot of fire. Aaron,
the high priest of Israel, still sleeps on, and shall so sleep till the
morning of the last resurrection. And why this contrast ~ Where
is the mystery of that hidden grave of Moses and his earlier resurrection,
but only in this, that the MO'ral Law neve-, dies; while, upon the
contrary, the ancient law of ritual and sacrifice was ordained, like it
first consecrated head, to die, when Christ, the Great High Priest and
Victim died, to Whom it ever pointed onwards, never itself thereafter
to reassume its life of authority and function. But where is it written
that the Moral Law has yielded up the ghost ~ The :Moral Law is
still, as ever, "quick," full of life and ever living; for the written
law of the ten words is only the Eternal Justice Itself, unveiled and
manifested before men; God's very Self in His eternal holiness and
glory. It can as little die as He can die. It may be urged, " Is it not
written concerning the law, ' That being dead wherein ye were held ' ~ "
Now in this instance,-one of the very few of moment-God be
thanked that from the discovery of ancient :MSS. and by the careful
digest of their various readings and the just estimate of their comparative value and authority, it is possible to discover the authentic
reading, which is most certainly in this passage not, "That being
dead," but, " Ye having died to that wherein ye were held; " for the
Church of Christ has died to the sentence and curse of the law in the
death of Christ, Who satisfied the law, of us broken and dishonoured,
when He suffered its sentence on the tree. But the law itself never
dies (:Matt. v. 17, 18). So that hidden grave, which no human eyes
might ever see, and the after-resurrection of Moses from its yielding
embrace do not tell, as does the tomb of Aaron that is with us still
sealed unto this day, of the waning of the splendour of the olden
sacrificial ritual before the ascendant glory of the Sun of Righteousness,
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but of the ever-living life of the Moral Law. For the very body of
Moses might not be long imprisoned within its unknown grave, lest
it should seem that in him, by whose ministry were sent the ten words
of the law, any dishonour or prejudice was done to the perpetual
life of the Moral Law, the earthly transcript of the Divine Will, the
earthly writing of the Divine and Eternal Justice of Heaven. For
that law never dies, nor can ever die. We, who believe in Christ,
have indeed in Him died unto its sentence. Christ, having borne
the curse of the law, has, by His obedience, provided for them
that believe an everlasting righteousness which, because of its
Divine perfection of merit and beauty, the law delights to honour.
But that law itself is a living law: 0 so living that it slew the
Very and Eternal Son of God as an expiation for human sin! What
a life of glorious justice is in that ever-living law, which is indeed
the very Life and Will of God, the All-holy, that it could slay,
. for the sins of men, Him, in Whom dwelt, in personal union, the very
Life of God!
Now let your patience at least stay to behold one contrast sweeter
than all. The tomb of Moses was watched by an angelic guard, that
none might steal away those sacred remains, until, revived from their
corruption, they were fetched again of God and glorified with the gift
of immortality. The last grave for our loving visitation is, like that
of Moses, also an empty grave, for" Christ is risen." It is the tomb
of Christ, once watched, not by angels, but by that unholy guard,
who keep ward and vigil, that none might break the seal. But see,at early morning on the first day of the week a bright angel in glorious
apparel descends from heaven (perhaps this very Michael, the angel
of judgment, as Gabriel, the angel of the annunciation, is of mercy)
and rolls away the stone from the door of the sepulchre, for the Blessed
Jesus has already awaked, in His own Divine right and power, from
the sleep of death. And where now are the might and strength of those
armed men ~ Wholly gone and wholly vanished; melted away like
the trodden snow before the glory of the sun! For, expiation being
made and justice done and satisfied, it was not possible that Christ
should be longer holden of death. The blood that was continually
flowing on Jewish altars had long told in the slow-lapsing years of
Israel's history, that the law of the Eternal Justice demanded
satisfaction. But the resurrection of the Lord Jesus at sunrise on
the third day is an incontestable token that the Sacrifice was accepted,
and the white raiment of the holy archangel, the deputy of the Divine
Justice in that public unlocking of the sepulchral door, is the bright
witness that the sinless Life of obedience, crowned by the one act
of expiation on the Cross, has for ever made eternal reparation to the
purity of the Divine holiness for the justification of all believers.
To whom are our souls joined ~ To Christ or Moses ~-For to one
of these two we must belong, who, only, have been raised from the
dead to die no more.-To Christ, arising in His own Divine glory, or
to Moses, raised from the bed of corruption by the Will of God for
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the glory of the eternal law, of which he was the human voice ~
Those who are resting in their own good works in the vain hope of
acceptance with God in the soiled raiment of a self-provided righteousness, shall only find that the law, to which they trust, condemns
them without mercy; for Christ has said of Moses in his risen and
undying life, "There is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom
ye trust." For the law-of the ever-living glory of which Moses
was the earliest and greatest personification-is the life of that Justice
which both witnesses and shall after confound our best works (as we
judge them), as works only of sin and death, if not wrought and. done of
love and faith in God. Blessed rather are those who have union
mystical, through the Spirit of life and grace, with Christ, the LawFulfiller. For Justice Itself has not a word to say, nor an accusation
to advance, against those who are hidden in the mercy and in the
merits of the Ever-living One, the Risen Jesus, the Son of God,< and
the loving Saviour of men, in Whose Precious Blood are the seal and
only hope of the Eternal J~ife; "in Whom, the Son," in the words of
Bernard, " we have been foreknown of Him, even the Father, Who
loved us by His Eternal predestination, and Who gave us this grace
in His Beloved Son, in Whom He chose us before the world began."
Moses cannot, only Joshua may, lead the people to the Land of
Promise. "The very acts of God of old were allegories. Where the
Jaw ends, there the Saviour begins. We may see the Land of Promise
in the law; only Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testament, can
bring us into it."
When the same message comes to us-if the Lord still tarriesthat we too must go the way trodden by the feet of all the dying, who
thus enter the veiled land, where end all. the various ways of this life;
when the trembling fingers, as though the soul were conscious of its
loosening hold on all things earthly, nervously feel, in that saddest
sign of a dying hour, for any help, even for the very clothes wrapped
round it; may the Shepherd, Who died, Who is now the Living
Shepherd of all the flock redeemed by the Most Precious Blood, come
and take our hands in His, and lead us through the valley, where the
shadows always fall, to the hill of the Eternal Sunshine and to the very
Feet of God!
DIVINE REGISTRATION:
THE PLEDGE OF DELIVERANCE IN TIMES OF TROUBLE.

THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED AT GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL, Nov. 5TH, 1837, BY THE REV. JOSEPH IRONS, MINISTER.
(Continued from page 480.)

EVERYTHING around us portends the coming storm~;r and look which
way we will, the clouds gather blackness; political changes-the
rapid growth of open Popery-the compromising spirit of nominal
Protestantism-the wide-spreading contagion of Arminianism, and the
apathy of real Christians all seem to demand the fulfilment of that
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solemn declaration, " Lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of
Israel [the Church] among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve,
yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth" (Amos ix. 9). I say
not these things to excite unnecessary fears, but to send my hearers
to the throne of grace, if peradventure God may avert the judgment,
and save my beloved country.
If we review political changes, have they not, invariably, for many
years past made successive concessions to Popery? As I do not like
dwelling upon politics, I shall only mention that one dark deed which
has blackened the page of English history, and sealed the nation's
doom. I mean the falsely called Emancipation Bill, which was passed
in spite of the voice of the nation against it; there being TWO THOUSAND
NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE petitions against it, and most of
them numerously signed, while only two hundred and seventy-four, of
(even nominal) Protestants were presented for it; and a large majority
of Gospel ministers petitioned against it. Yet it passed into a law;
and neither the voice of the nation nor the oath of the monarch
prevented it. What but Popish influence and blind infatuation
could have produced such an event?
What has been the result? The rapid growth and uncovered
impudence of open Popery; and yet, hundreds of nominal Protestants
still refuse to open their eyes, and are wicked enough to deny the Jact,
or foolish enough to imagine, that Popery is not that barbarous
monster it once was, though facts of daily occurrence, especially in
Ireland, demonstrate the Romish Beast to be the same Beast now
as in the days of Queen Mary.
What! are English Protestants still determined to slumber, as if all
were secure, when Papists are making the landed property of this
island their own, by immense purchases in every corner thereof?
Will they still hum the lullaby of an " enlightened age," and" march
of intellect," while Popish chapels, colleges, and nunneries multiply
from fifty to more than five hundred in a few years? 'Will they still
dream of Protestant prosperity amidst a nation almost PEOPLED
already with Popish emigrants and jesuits, swarming in every circle
of society? Is it indeed a proof of the enlightening of society, that
they can tolerate, and gaze with wonder at the profane idolatry of
elevating the host in our open streets? 0 England! 0 ye nominal
Protestants! "Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lord
hath spoken. Give glory to the Lord your God, before He cause
darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains,
and, while ye look for light, He turn it into the shadow of death, and
make it gross darh.lless. But if ye will not hear, my soul shall weep
in secret places for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run
down with tears, because the Lord's flock is carried away captive"
(Jer. xiii. 15-17).
Shall Popish influence sway a Protestant senate, and even insinuate
itself into a Protestant cabi.'let, unsuspected and unopposed? And
will professing Protestants yet persist in wearing the mark of the
35
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beast in their foreheads, until his cloven foot treads down all their
liberties and privileges? My God! forbid it, and command Thy
ministers to cry, "Spare Thy people, 0 Lord, and give not Thine
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them. Wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God? " (Joel
ii. 17.)
Popery is not less deceitful than cruel; it is a compound of the
£erpent and the tiger; and it is notorious, that the most solemn oaths
may be taken and violated by them at their convenience. The whole
priesthood are sworn to extirpate heretics, whenever and wherever
it is practicable; and yet in England, those very priests (while their
power is limited) can address such heretics from pulpit and press, as
" dear brethren," while they thirst for their blood: "Art thou in health,
my brother? " is on the tongue, and a dagger concealed under the
garment (2 Sam. xx. 9). What they cannot accomplish by force,
they will, if possible, effect by fraud; they can menace or fawn, as
best suits their purpose.
The conduct of Balaam towards Israel seems to be the model by
which their present policy toward Protestants is formed. Balak,
king of Moab, sought to destroy God's Israel, and mustered his forces
for that purpose; he hired Balaam to curse them, being superstitious
enough to suppose that the curse of a soothsayer would make the
whole Church of God an easy prey to his vengeance; but their God
interposed, and neither the curse nor the sword could touch them.
What then was the plan which that agent of Satan adopted? Intrigue!
He "taught Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit fornication"
(Rev. ii. 14; read Numb. xxv. 1, 2, 3).
This has been, and still is, the conduct of Popery in England; and
this day (the 5th of November) reminds us of the plot which was
formed, more than two centuries ago, and of the force which was then
prepared, to subjugate England to Rome. God frustrated their
infernal designs, and saved His people from their vengeance. And are
we to suppose that Popery has abandoned its purpose? Oh! no. It
has indeed changed its mode of warfare, from violence to intrigue;
but its designs are not less cruel and diabolical. Balaam could
insinuate that there was no such great difference as was supposed
between Moabites and Israelites, and they might very well associate
on common ground, marry and intermarry, and so amalgamate their
interests. Thus Israel was ensnared and subjugated to Moab; and
thus the Papists are now insidiously attempting the ruin of Protestantism in England! They profess to be liberal, because they know
that the popular cry of the ignorant is for liberalism, whereas they are
sworn to be illiberal, and well know that no principle of liberality can
live in the bosom of Popery. They affect to be harmless, and tell us
they are misrepresented and maligned when their real character and
principles .are exposed; whereas they know that the half of their
wickedness has never been told and that all their bloody laws and
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edicts are yet in full force, only waiting for opportunity and power.
They can marry with Protestants, and contract that their children
shall be educated, some for Papists and some for Protestants. Oh!
treacherous beings! Moabites indeed! And all this is winked at by
their Balaam, the Roman Pontiff. How was holy Nehemiah grieved
at this same conduct in Israel of old, and in what pathetic words has
he left it on record. "In those days saw I Jews that had married
wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab; and their children spake
half in the speech of Ashdod " (Neh. xiii. 23). This is awfully the case
now! The artifice of Popery, in mingling itself with nominal
Protestantism, has so corrupted the pure language of the Gospel, that
the phraseology of modern divines is more like the speech of Ashclod
than of Zion ; yea, more like Popery than Protestantism.
The treachery of Popery is without parallel, and its perseverance
therein the most untiring. Nothing will ever satisfy it but the entire
prostration of the lives, property, and consciences of all mankind to
the despotic sway of the cruel and blasphemous tyranny of Satan's
vicegerent at Rome. And will British Christians persist in helping
forward such a terrific conspiracy against God and man? Will they
allow themselves to be duped, with fair pretences and hypocritical
lies, until they are drawn under the paw of the apocalyptic beast? It
was a saying of one of the old divines, "Popery came in like a lion
once, but its next coming in will be in the character of a lamb." That
.character it is now assuming; though even its own champions declare
it to be unchanged and unchangeable. Let it only reach that
ascendency for which it is now striving, and this lamb-like appearance
will soon be exchanged for the ferocious barbarity of its former and
1'001 character.
I say not these things in bitterness of spirit, but in affectionate
faithfulness, anxious, if possible, to undeceive the deluded multitudes,
who are the dupes of priestcraft; and to warn multitudes more, who
are in danger of being swallowed up in the hungry maw of the
apocalyptic beast. There is an essential difference between the
ignorant populace who are enslaved in Popish chains, and the wicked
priests who enslave them; the former are indeed objects of pity, far
more degraded than any negro slaves under the most cruel slaveowners. Their eyes are blinded, so that they cannot, may not see
but with their priests' eyes. Their tongues are tied, so that they
cannot, may not speak but as their priests permit and direct. Yea,
their very thoughts are chained down in their confessional, so that
they cannot, may not think, speak, or act but as they are ordered by
the cruel tyrants who plunder them for their support. A fly caught
in a spider's web is a fit emblem of a papist peasant; his legs and
wings are first tied, and then his blood is sucked by the venomous
creature that prepared the net for him. But the priests know better;
they are wilful deceivers; for their whole system is so palpably
<lpposed to the Word of God and to common sense, that it would
require a great stretch of charity to think there is an honest man
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among them, from the pontiff to the mendicant friar; with them the
whole system is an organized scheme of wickedness, one remove
beyond infidelity.
In fact, Popery is not a religion at all; and it is a sad delusion to
suppose that a mere difference of creed is all that exists between
Protestants and Papists. Popery is a political conspiracy, to subjugate
empirlls, kingdoms, thrones, and states to one tyrant--" who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped;
so that he as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that
he is God" (2 Thess. ii. 4). To accomplish this political purpose, his
agents assume a priestly authority, and arrogate to themselves the
power to save or to damn souls. Thousands of their infatuated vassals
believe this, and consequently dare not refuse to do and say anything
and everything which these vested ·wretches co=and. They wear
the name of Christianity, as Satan transforms himself into an angel
of light, to deceive (2 Cor. ii. 14). They are his ministers, and not
Christ's; and they are going out" to deceive the nations," in order
to put all people, all power, and all property, yea, and every man's
conscience and life, under their despotic sway; and will Englishmen,
will Christians, submit to this monster?
But this is not all; what is the present state of Protestantism ~
Oh! I sigh at the very inquiry. If I look at it in the national hierarchy
of England, I see it " a house divided against itself;" three distinct
parties are found within its pale; one party is already become Popish,
and openly advocates the old carnal heresy of baptismal regeneration,
and couples it with the blasphemous pretension 'to priestly absolution.
These have only to acknowledge the authority of the Roman pontiff
to complete their apostasy! Another party, half Evangelical, have
set up the Popish idol of free-will, on the dark mountain of universal
redemption, in the desert of carnal reason, like Nebuchadnezzar's
image in the plain of Dura, expecting all men to worship it (Dan. iii. 1) ;
and a third party, a despised few, against whom the door to preferment
is shut, are" valiant for the truth upon the earth;" and yet, strange
to tell, these children all claim one mother, and each thinks hijllself
most like his parent! Will not the enemy take advantage of this ~
Methinks I see him grin with pleasure, in the anticipation of bringing
to desolation the "kingdom which is thus divided against itself"
(Matt. xii. 25).
(To be continued.)
TRUST in the Lord always, altogether, and for all things.-Robert
Nisbet.
THERE was great wisdom in the pr~yer of Wesley: "Lord, if I
must contend, let it not be with Thy people." When we have for
foes and enemies those who hate good men, we have at least this
consolation, that God is not on their side, and therefore it is essentially
weak.-W. S. Plumer.
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THE FOUNDATION.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY MR. JOHN HAZELTON, AT
WEST CROYDON, MAY 21st, 1911. .
" Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are H~s. And, Let everyone that nameth
the name of Christ depart from iniquity."-2 Tu!. ii. 19.
"NEVERTHELESS"! 'Vhat a precious word we have here. What a
mercy to have something immuta15le in this world of perpetual change
and decay, where sin and death have created ruin on the right hand
and on the left. "The foundations of the earth are out of course,"
is written, and never was the solemn truth more apparent than to-day.
Property falls away, our sanguine hopes are disappointed, and we are
in a constantly shifting scene. But the Gospel of which we know
in power by the gracious operations of the Holy Ghost, is the Gospel
of God's unchanging love and immutable grace, and proclaims a
foundation never to be shaken nor removed. This precious word
nevertheless I pray may be your strength and your comfort to-day.
May the word come unto you with dew and unction, to encourage the
seeker and the hoper in God's mercy, and the hungering, thirsting
ones. It is one of God's Covenant words. It is as a canopy over
God's host as they travel through t,his wilderness. Notwithstanding-in spite of-all your trials and conflicts and fears and
temptations, all you meet with that would impede your progress,
"the foundation of God standeth sure," settled and immovable. None can overthrow it, none can touch it, nor can it
fail. It is sure because Divinely laid, and, in spite of all, it stands and
must stand. This word has proved an encouragement down all the
ages. Look at it in the history of God's backsliding Israel. How
they rebelled and vexed His Holy Spirit, and how "He delivered
them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and He sold them
into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not
any longer -stand before their enemies. Whithersoever they went
out, the hand of the Lord was against them for evil, as the Lord had
said, and as the Lord had sworn unto them: and they were greatly
distressed. Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, which delivered
them out of the hand of those that spoiled them" (Judges ii. 14-16).
Then look at the history of Nehemiah-that humble, favoured saint
of the Old Testament dispensation: he is engaged in building the
walls of Jerusalem and repairing the breaches, and Sanballat and
his enemies attempt first by ridicule and then by physical force to
hinder him; but Nehemiah is not to be frustrated. "Nevertheless,"
he says, " we made our prayer unto our God." We carried our case to
the Lord, and Sanballat and Tobiah and all our enemies were scattered.
They could not stand before Him. Then again we have this precious
word in Ps. l:xxxix. 33, " If his children forsake My law and walk not
in My judgments: if they break My statutes, and keep not My commandments; then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and
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their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My lovingkindness will I not
utterly take from him, nor suffer My faithfulness to fail."
Again, we meet with the word in John xi. There is mourning in
that little home in Bethany. Lazarus is dead, and his sisters send
for Jesus. He says to His disciples, "I am glad for your sakes that
I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go
unto him." The Lord had said it. "Lazarus is dead, nevertheless let
us go unto him." And oh! what comfort and joy were presently
theirs again. "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous
but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits
of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby." Oh! bless
God for that saving. clause in connection with our many afflictions!
They are not joyous; not one of them! "Nevertheless afterward,"
in God's afterward, are His" peaceable fruits."
See the' use the Apostle makes of the word in our text. Even in
those early days of the Church of Christ, the enemies of the truth
abounded, heresies had arisen, and the love of many had waxed
cold. Timothy was young in faith and experience, and his father in
the faith, the Apostle Paul, bids him be encouraged and not discouraged
though he find many followers of Hymemeus and Philetus, because
the foundation would stand sure. The cardinal truths of God might
be denied by men around him, but amidst all defections the foundation
would stand, and stand sure, immovable.
This word" foundation" is full of meaning. This foundation is laid
in the ete'rnal purpose of the Fathe1', and whatever else mayor must fail,
that will stand. "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all M: y pleasure."
Dear tremblers in Zion, what is one of the clauses of the purpose of
the Father's will in Heaven ~ Is it not this ~ "It is not the will of
My Father which is in Heaven that one of these little ones should
perish." The foundation of God stands firm in the eternal purpose of
electing love and sovereign, free, unmerited grace.
What have we to rest upon as poor, weak, hell-deserving sinners
but the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ? His precious blood,
His justifying righteousness unto and upon all them that believe;
His sinless life and atoning death and resurrection; yes, it all " standeth
sure." Many are your exercises and eonstant your fears, but you
are brought to rest only upon this Foundation, and you will find your
all there for time and eternity. Then there is the work of God the
Holy Ghost in the heart of each poor sinner who has been saving!y
taught his own need and the Saviour's precious, all-sufficient
sacrifice. And whatever He has revealed to my heart I can never lose,
not even in the hour of death. Oh! the importance of a religion
which from beginning to end is of the faith and operation of the Holy
Ghost! He will surely continue what He begins. He will maintain
His own work, and it will survive all the evil within and without.
As in Bunyan's a.llegory, one pours water upon the fire to quench it,
but an unseen Hand is also pouring on oil which will maintain an
undying flame. This is the religion worth having! It is something
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solid to rest upon. This foundation includes also the Person of the
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, "the same
yesterday, to-day and for ever." And He is the Living Word which
standeth sure. Many are the attacks made upon it, but it stands,
and outlives them all. It is the foundation of God, and nothing
shakes it in the faith of God's people. It stands not in the wisdom of
men but in the power of God.
Then again, the Church is the foundation which standeth sure. She
is invisible for the most part now. Both tares and wheat grow
together until the harvest, but the Church of God is laid upon His
foundation, and "the Lord knoweth them that are His." Lastly,
every believer, every child of God, every hoper in the mercy of God
in Christ is God's foundation. Every tried believer who asks for
mercy, every" oppressed" one who cries, "Lord, undertake for me,"
is brought to say, " I can rest nowhere else than on God's foundation,
and I know this standeth sure."
But we must pass on. There is an inscription upon this foundation
stone: "The Lord knoweth them that are His." Which Person in
the glorious Trinity is referred to here ~ The figure or picture is of
a column, sealed from above and below. How does He know them
.to be His ~ By Divine foreknowledge. You know how in the building
of Solomon's temple, no sound of hammer was heard, no noise. All
the stones were chosen, shaped, chiselled, and squared in the
quarries before they were placed in the temple. And so all God's
dear children aJ;e in the quarry of sin-at a distance from God-until
each in his turn is sought for, brought out, and fitted to adorn His
living Temple. Every stone of God's spiritual Temple is known and
marked of God. And just as the hewers and workmen first sought
and separated these stones for the earthly temple, so the first
work of the Holy Spirit is a separating work, and each living stone
is fitted for the Temple and "groweth up into a Temple of the
Lord." All His living stones know the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
They were given by the Father into His dear Son's hands horn all
eternity, and He could say" of them whom Thou ha.st given Me have
I lost none." How frequently He speaks of these given ones in John
xvii. He knows each one of them. What comfort in this truth!
And He gives them back to the Father in that last all-prevailing
prayer of His; "Holy Father, keep through Thine own Name those
whom Thou hast given Me." He knew them all by name when He
suffered and bled for them. I cannot explain this! It is the mystery
of His love, past understanding. I have sometimes been melted down
as I have thought that when He hung and bled on Calvary's cross
He thought of you, fellow-believer, and He thought of me. Yes,
thought of us with an individual thought, and love, and care.
You know that passage in Jeremiah which speaks of the
flock passing again "under the hand of Him that telleth them."
When did they first pass under His hand ~ When they were first
given by the Father to His beloved Son before the foundation of
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the world. And when did they pass again under His hand 1
When the great Head of the Church hung in agony and shame
on the cross of Calvary. He thought of all His sheep as they passed
under His hand then! And when will they pass again under His
hand 1 Is it not as God the Holy Ghost calls them out of darkness
and brings them (by devious ways it is true) into His marvellous light 1
All your trials, temptations, and exercises are measured and weighed
by the Divine hand, and He lays not more on you than can be borne
as you" pass under the hand of Him that telleth." The last passing
under will be when He will finally present these blood-washeu ones
to His Father with exceeding joy. The Lord having chosen, blessed,
bought, and kept them, will be with them unto the end, and never
let the feeblest nor the weakest go. Such is the glorious salvation
of a sinner! It is commenced, carried on, and completed by GoP. the
Holy Ghost. We have the earnest, the pledge of tIllS salvation of
which I have attempted to speak, in our hearts. It is the work of the
Holy Spirit to lead, to teach, and to unfold a precious Christ; it is
His work to lay a sinner low and raise Jesus high. This is God's
foundation and it standeth sure!
Then there is the experimental part of our text. "The Lord
knoweth them that are His," by the Spirit's work in them, wmch is
evidenced by their felt and acknowledged need of Him. You need
the Person, the fulness, the) love, and the blood of Jesus. "I am poor
and needy" is the language of your heart. "Yet the Lord thinketh
upon me " is the comfort of your soul. He thinketh upon your need
and poverty, be it spiritual, circumstantial, or providential. A
Divine hand alone can clear the way. A Divine heart alone can
make you glad, and a Divine love alone can make you rejoice. God
has laid His foundation in Zion. He is dealing with each individual
just as the Divine Man when upon earth dealt with the individual
needs of those whom He healed. The Lord dealt with that poor
man at the pool according to his need; and with'the woman at Sychar's
well according to her need. He swept all her fences aside and gave
the thirst for the living water which He delights to give.
The Lord knows His trusting ones. He is their stronghold in the day
of trouble, and" He knoweth them that trust in Him," He knows
theqJ. with a knowledge of approval and acceptance of their God-given
faith and trust in Him. It is a real and saving faith. True there are
degrees of faith, but it is all God's gift, little or much, and therefore
accepted of Him. Upon what are you resting, dear child of God? Or
shall I say, Upon what are you compelled to sink 1 You say, " My
trouble is whether I am a child of God or not. Am I His 1" Well, you
can say in the words of the hymn "A weak and guilty worm," and you
desire to add, " On Thy kind arm I fall." Jesus is His people's All in
all. Thus there is this evidence that His people are His, by their
felt and acknowledged need of Him. They trust and hope that they
feel a little love flowing out towards Him, "Ah, I desire to love Him,"
they say. Well, desire is love in motion, and love is desire in
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rest. ,All taught of Him have their desires toward Him and after
Him, and He is at work, though you at the present perceive Him not.
He has put the earnest in your heart. A man is accepted according
to that he hath and not according to that he hath not. He looks
upon the" willing mind" of the renewed nature, and He draws from
the heart the same expression of love which he did from Peter: "Lord,
Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee." The
secret drawing of their hearts' love towards the brethren is an encouraging sign also. They say: "When, Lord, saw we Thee an hungered ~ "
and He answers them, "Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least
of these My brethren, ye did it unto Me."
But lastly and briefly. There is the Divine injunction which we
cannot overlook. "Let everyone that nameth the Name ot Christ
depart from iniquity." Not naming Him with the lips, but naming
Him with heaven-born desires. You remember the passage, "No
man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost"; and to
name the Name of Jesus is to plead that God would be merciful to us
in Christ. There is no rest, no peace elsewhere, and those who know
the Name of Christ are those who are brought to see all is and must be
in Jesus and in Him alone; who desire to walk according to His
commands, and rejoice in the strong, settled, unwavering truth of the
Gospel of Him Who loveth at all times, and sticketh closer than a
brother.
REDEMPTION AND HOLINESS.
ANY view of redemption which ignores the special love of God to His
elect-the representative character of Christ's work as the substitute
of His peculiar people, and the final salvation of all whom the Father
hath given unto the Son-is illoq'ical, inconsistent, and unscriptural.
If the salvation of those for "hom Christ stood as a substitute, acted
as a surety, and died as an expiation, may be frustrated in the case of
some, why not in the case of all ~ Why not in mine ~ I am thrown
back on uncertainty, instead of going on my way rejoicing, able confidently to throw down the challenge, " Who is he that condemneth ~
It is Christ that died; yea, rather, that is risen again; Who is even
at the right hand of God; Who also maketh intercession for us."
Let us now consider the blessings which result from redemption, and
which are" unto all and upon all them that believe ",; deliverance
from" the spirit of bondage again to fear," and the reception of that
" Spirit of adoption," whereby, as we look into the face of the High
and Holy One, we cry, " Abba, Father."
Again, redemption includes deliverance from the power of sin.
Without this, redemption had been only "a doubtful blessing."
To be freed from our prison, and yet to carry with us our fetters; to
be sent forth "tied and bound" with our chains, would have been
but a partial- deliverance at the best. To raise Lazarus from the
grave, and yet not free him from the cerements of the tomb; to bid
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him "come forth," without adding, "loose him and let him go,"
would have been unworthy of Christ, and little boon to the buried
man himself. But liberty follows life. Christ gave Himself for us,
that He might "purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works." He" gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver
us from this present evil world." Or in other but similar words: "He
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity." And
so, "being made free from sin and become servants to God; we have
our fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life." Delivered from
the service of the world, the flesh, and the devil, we are free to follow
the voice of conscience, the leadings of the Spirit, and the dictates of
the Word. Sin, though it remains within the heart, has ceased to
reign there; and, renewed and purified by the Spirit of Christ, we
daily walk along the narrow path, which shineth more and more unto
the perfect day, expecting to be at length" presented faultless before
the presence of His glory, with exceeding joy."
Again, redemption includes final deliverance from all the consequences
of sin. We have priceless blessings now. We enjoy" all the benefits
of Christ's cross and passion;" we have the" forgiveness of sins; "
we have" peace with God through Jesus Christ our Lord." Ours, too,
is the high privilege of adoption into God's family, with all the blessedness of " fellowship with the Father and the Son." And we have the
presence and indwelling of the Holy Ghost in the soul, as the fruit of
Christ's death and intercession. But we have much still to come.
" Hopes full of immortality," yet to be realized; promises" exceeding
great and precious," yet to be fulfilled; there is "the inheritance
incorruptible," and upon which we have not yet entere_d; there is the
resurrection day, for we are ultimately to be delivered from the hostility
of the devil, from the grasp of death, and from the power of the grave.
Our bodies are redeemed as well as our souls. Hitherto we have
groaned and travailed in pain, in company with all creation; but the
time of emancipation is to come, when the groans of creation shall be
hushed, and there shall be no more pain, no more sorrow, no more sin,
and death itself shall die.
Unto this day of redemption the" elect" are" sealed" by God the
Holy Ghost. When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, His
ransomed may" look up and lift up their heads" ; for then the crown
and climax of their redemption draweth nigh. Then the mystery of
redemption shall be completed; then shall come "salvation, and
strength, and the bngdom of our God, and the power of His Christ."
And" then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death
is swallowed up in victory." And then, throughout the length and
breadth of this ransomed earth, nothing shall be seen but joy and
gladness; nothing heard but shouting and the voices of melody; and
a renovated world shall rejoice in the unchanging and unclouded sunshine of Paradise at last restored.
(The late) CHARLES DENT BELL (Canon).
(Reprinted by k1:nd permission of the Ed1'tor of the" Ohristian Year ").
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THE LORD'S JOY.
So many of the Lord's loved redeemed people have been called to
Himself lately that it makes us ponder deeply upon all the features
of the Home they have entered, and upon the Lord's joy in having
them with Himself in the" better country."
I was much impressed two or three weeks ago with a remark that
dear Mr. Hawker made in a sermon at St. Mary-Ie-Port, to the effect
that it is into the Lord's own personal joy that the believer is called
when he enters into rest. "Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" ;
not alone the joy prepared for him and the glory all round him; not
alone the freedom from sin, from Satan, from sorrow; not alone the
eternal reunions and pleasures; but the Lord's own joy. There is
something infinitely sweet in this. Just as when on our returning
home after a journey, the dear mother has said with outstretched
arms and love-brightened eyes, "Now it is home again to me,
and all delight has come to me, for you are here "-that is always the
sweetest, tenderest greeting of all-so when we leave this earth of
fears and tears and sin and pain and weakness, and step into the
" Father's House," He Himself will greet us, "Greet us with a wellknown love," saying, " J.1![y joy is deep now my loved one is safely
Home with Me. I rejoice, beloved, to welcome thee, My joy is the joy
of harvest, of gathering in. Enter thou also into the joy of thy Lord."
I remember clearly a circumstance which chimes in well with
this view of the Lord's joy that, though I have already mentioned
it, I must refer again to it. I was sorrowing over the approaching
moment of departure of my ever most precious father, when the dear,
clerical friend, who visited him often, said to me, "Don't grudge
the Saviour H1's joy in having your loyed father with Himself." The
timely words were like a tonic, bracing me to yield lovingly the dear,
weary, longing sufferer to the SaYi.our, Who rejoiced to have him with
Him in His glory.
And we feel that our dear Mrs. Osmond and Jl.ir. Johnson, wi.th.
many others lately, have entered the" many mansions," and increased
His joy. The one, weary and weak with long illness, the weight of
years and cares bowing her, longing to be with Him; and the other
full of joyous teachings from" the deep sweet well of love," imparting
them to the family of God with a gentle pathos that won all heartsboth the veteran and the preacher now behold Him Whom their
souls loved. The sight of Jesus has been a rapture all unknown.
And He, the Lord, the Father, the Saviour, received each to Himself
with His own all-glorious, all-tender grace, saying, "Well done, good.
~nd faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord "-thy Lord'!!
laY·
We may take the words also in the other sense-the joy which the
Lord has prepared for His people: "I go to prepare a place for you."
How great is the goodness laid up for those that trust in Him. "All
manner of pleasant fruit-s, new and old, which I have laid up for thee;
o my beloved." Is there not an increased delight in knowing we are
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expected, and that our Saviour and Brother is preparing-laying up,
storing for us. How eagerly, how lovingly, our hearts should respond
in anticipation and in preparation-preparation which He Himself
.imparts. Our poor short sight and sinful nature often kick against
present dealing, forgetting that we are a prepared people, being prepared for a prepared place. Forgetting-forgetting-remembering
not-creatures of sight and of sound. Oh! why should He love us
with a deathless, never-failing love, and ever rejoice in us and over us ~
Why ~ Why? This will be our wonder through ceaseless ages. Our
wonder and delight and joy, and we shall be His joy.
Yet another thought comes to me as I write of His joy. It will be
a blended joy, a :rnutua.l joy; our joy merging in His, and His in
()urs. Even now, our. interest, our delight, our glory, is all in what
pleases Him. What He loves, we love. What He hates, we hate.
And as we look round at the God-forgetting world, our hearts ache
with sorrow that such a God should be thus treated by this world that
owes its existence, and even its pleasures of light and beauty and food,
raiment, speech, aJ1d capacity to enjoy, all to Him. We look round
at the mingling of the professing Church and the world, and sigh as we
think of His rightful claims and His loving .c Be ye separate." This
woeful mingling-amalgamation, 'we may almost say-produces more
and more chaos and difficulty; yet they see not, they understand not;
and, ere long, unless the grace of God interpose, it will mean ruin. We
look round, too, at the impatience, the fears, the wanderings of the
beloved of the Lord on their pilgrim way-yes-and we look within
also, and mourn that our unruly wills and sinful fears and indolent
walking, to say nothing of the intricate labyrinths of sin, have given
Him cause to mourn instead of giving Him joy.
Let ,us look into the Ci~uses and objects of His joy. See Isa. lxii. 5,
As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice
over thee." Again," The Lord thy God in the midst of thee will rejoice
over thee with joy. . . . He will joy over thee with singing." Again,
" Rejoice with Me, for I have found My sheep which was lost"; and,
once more, " I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people." Thus,
we see how fully the Lord's joy is in His people. They have been the
objects of His love and joy from all eternity. See Prov. viii., where He
speaks of the eternal past before the mountains and hills were made;
" while as yet He had not made the earth" (v. 26). Even then" rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth; and My delights were with
the sons of men." So His joy has ever been in and for His people,
and through the endless ages of glory and rejoicing to come, His joy
will be His people-His jewels, His peculiar treasure, purchased with
His own blood.
It is such a personal joy-such a pure joy-such a reciprocal joysuch a. delighted, satisfied joy. The favoured people, for whom He
gave His only Son-for whom the Son gave up His life-to whom the
Son's own righteousness was imputed-in Whom they are complete,
and whom the Hq~y Ghost has sealed as they enter the "Home
<I
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with the Lord,"-are His special rejoicing, the objects of the' warmest
and most tender welcome, and of the reassuring words" Well done."
Well done, since Christ has done it all; well done, since the entrusted
talents were faithfully increased-increased with His own increase.
"Well done, good and faithful servant." As one, now in glory, used
to say, "Mark, it is not written good and successful servant," but
" good and faithful servant."
Faithfulness is not always synonymous with outward success, often-·
times the reverse. But it is a spiritual matter altogether, and the
Lord seeth the heart. He sees the inward struggles; the sensitive
recoil from all that is base; the fidelity that will do nothing, speak
nothing, accept nothing, but His truth. "The Lord preserveth the
faithful," and He rejoiceth in the faithful: "Enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord."
Those of us who were privileged to know dear Mrs. Osmond and the
Rev. D. L. Johnson know that thev " dealt faithfullv." Theirs was
no half-hearted service-no divided ;ervice, half with the Lord and half
with the world. Their delight was in the Lord's Covenant graciousdealings, in His full salvation and the Holy Spirit's indwelling presence.
They were succourers of many" bodily and spiritually." They" walked
with God" here, and now they walk with Him in white up there.
Their delight was all in Him here; His people were their people, and
His word was their rule. They travelled Zionward burning with
zeal for Him and in Him and from Him, Now all their longings are
abundantly satisfied. They see Him Whom their soul loveth, and in
that personal sight their joy is full; and of them He says, " My
joy is fulfilled in themselves."
When one hears of professing ministers of the Gospel, in high places,
who have solemnly pledged themselves to defend and preach the
Word of God and to dispense it faithfully, holding up that Word
to despite and ridicule and indifference, and diffusing error in all
directions, wounding the hearts and raising the fears of the "little
ones" of the flock, becoming Satan's messengers and agents in the
garb of angels of light, how refreshing is it to turn to our dear glorified
faithful ones and remember their purity of doctrine, their simple teaching, their firm adherence to the Word of God and to the testimony of
Jesus Christ; how, following the Master's footsteps, they healed the
broken-hearted, comforted the mourners in Zion, and strengthened
the weak in faith. Thinking of their close walk with God, their narrow
way not all earthly sunshine, how they looked not at the things which
are seen which are temporal, but at the unseen eternal things, we rejoice
that they are now in "richer pastures" and by "sweeter streams
above." I was reading some old letters the other day and came
across this sentence in one of them: "Parting is only for a little
while." I was very much comforted in reading St. John xv. 11,
" My joy shall remain. . . . Your joy shall be fulL" J~et these things,
dear reader, sink deeply into our hearts, and so shall we indeed be
" comforted of God."
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I also often think when dear ones are taken Home, of another
passage, St. Luke xxi. 36: "Accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man."
For we are now living in very strange and troubled times, times when
the Word of God is despised, when men laugh at "the old, old story" ;
times when the Lord's Day is wrested from His service and men's own
will and pleasure are substituted; times when Satan walks unmasked
and unresisted up and down, enslaving his willing captives; times when
the love of many is waxing cold; times when false doctrine and
superstition are not only tolerated but enthusiastically supported;
times when nations are full of fear and perplexity; times when there
are signs in the heavens, and times when His wrath will be poured out.
From all these our dear glorified ones are set free. They were accounted
worthy to escape them, and to stand before the Son of Man robed
in His all-availing righteousness. For us who are left behind in the
conflict there is exceeding great comfort also, for we are bidden in
these dark distressful days to " look up " and lift up our heads, for
our redemption draweth nigh. But a little while, it may be a very,
very little while, and " He that shall come will come, and will not
tarry," Then" the Lord Himself shall descend with a shout," and
we are previously told that "them also "Which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with Him." And then, then, dear reader, "we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be cith the Lord."
Then His joy shall remain, and our joy shall be fu.ll for evermore.
" Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
NETTIE.

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF JOSEPH.
(Continued from page 494.)
" Let not all the trouble [margin, weariness] seem little before Thee."
-NEH. ix. 32.
IN Genesis xxxvii. 13, Joseph's willing and immediate obedience to his
father's call is beautifully prominent: true emblem of our loving
Saviour and Redeemer, Who" came unto His own, and His own received
Him not." Joseph went at his father's command, albeit he knew
that it was a call to danger, into the midst of " his brethren (who)
hated him" (v. 4). Jesus knew fully, which Joseph did not, all that
His coming to " His own" involved. He knew perfectly beforehand
the strength, the extent, and the bitterness of His brethren's hatred
and enmity. He knew that it was" even unto death." Yet both
Jesus and J oseph faithfully and freely fulfilled their Father's will
concerning those beloved "brethren." Both yearned over them,
and both came off victoriously in the deadly struggle. May we learn
from this to go forward fearlessly in the path of duty, knowing that
whatever the Lord calls us to, He will strengthen us for.
,. Then in each case one was raised up to try to prevent the shedding of
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blood. Reuben interceded for J oseph (v. 22), and Pilate " sought to
release" Jesus (John xix. 12). We may take courage from this. The
Lord will never suffer us to be tempted above that we are able, without
providing a way of escape. He will often show us that we have friends
where we thought that we hacl only enemies, and He will raise up
friends for us when we least expect it, and from the most unlikely
quarters. But Reuben and Pilate are very derided warnings to us.
Reuben forsook the place of duty. Pilate yielded to the wish of the
nation. Had Reuben remained there by " the lad," what years of
sorrow and remorse he would have saved himself and others. Terribly
truly is his case described in that inspired sentence, " As thy servant
,,"as busy here and there, he was gone" (1 Kings xx. 40). If Reuben
really desired to save J oseph, he should never have left the spot, but
stayed to "see the end," "that he might . . . deliver him to his
father again." We are apt to watch where we ought to trust, but
Reuben trusted where he ought to have watched. And how often
we do likewise. "I will just go and do so and so, and be back directly."
We are never safe in putting off a present duty. "Behold now is
the accepted time," and no other" time" will be safe or right for whatever ought to be done at once. If, like Reuben, we put it off, we may
like him return too late. Thus we get three solemn practical lessons.
First, the assurance that truest right is in immediate obedience;
second, the encouragement that we shall always be upheld in the path
of duty; and third, the warning that to delay doing what we ought
to do brings certain sorrow and regret.
"Let not all the trouble [or weariness] seem little before Thee."
This single sentence pleaded by the Levites at the successful termination
of many very saddening and perplexing circumstances, seems a suitable preface to Gen. xliv. Look at Judah's plea in vv. 18-32, followed
i=ediately by the words of the first verse of chapter xlv.-" Then
Joseph could not refrain himself," but" made himself knO'lm lUlto his
brethren." Judah's pathetic appeal was enough. What an encouragement to us to pray to our Elder Brother, even Jesus Himself.
None stood between Judah and Joseph. Judah spoke to Joseph
face to face. None stand between us and Jesus. Neither the Virgin
Mary, saints, nor confessors have need, right, or ability to come
between us and our Saviour. Have we secret sins, sorrows, strivings ?
Secret shadows, past and future, stepping with us step by step?
Secret strugglings day by day to live brightly in the present, while
our hearts' dearest are far away, perchance apart through wrong?
These are no " little" things, dear child of God, in our Father's sight.
He sympathizes, and shares them all. Think you that the" weariness" of the daily strife "seems little before" Him? Oh, never!
"Jesus . . . being wearied with His journey sat . . . on the well."
You know His mission there. He was not too " weary" when need
arose, t.o preach to " many" that" were come unto Him" (John iv.
39, 40). Sometimes when we are too "weary" to go to the work
that we long to do for Him, He brings the work to us.. And it may be

560

The Gospel Magcmne

that your" weariness" will turn to rest as you" sit" by " the well "
of life, to gatherfrom the Word of God strength to go through the day.
And even your" weariness" may be used to comfort some others in
the battle of life, who are as " weary" as yourself. So hope on, and
take courage. Our God will never fail His own. And see how J udah
prayed. Patiently, persistently pleading on. Notice the "little"
things that he represented, explained, and dwelt on; the unutterable
sadness and deep apprehension underlying the whole story as he told
it. How often we go just so to our Lord. Judah was addressing a
great ruler-well might he have said, " All my trouble will seem little
before him." But no, he urged his cause in mingled fear and faith.
He did not know that he was speaking to a brother; he could not guess
that J oseph knew most of it without needing to be told. Ah! we
too appeal in mingled faith and fear, not merely to a loving Elder
Brother, but also to an Almighty Father; one Who is " able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." We too
appeal to a great, even an Infinite Ruler; one Who holdeth the
" fanune" in the hollow of His hand. We too tell Him what He
knows beforehand.
Judah's plea was all-prevailing. It brought more, abundantly
more, than he "asked 01' thought." So we see from the following
verse already quoted-" Then J oseph," etc. Yes, our mighty God
holds every" famine," or fire, or storm that touches you or me, in His
Almighty grasp, and we may go to Him with e,ery "weariness,"
every" trouble," and every" little" care. Just too as Joseph listened
on in perfect patience to the very end of J udah's plaint, without either
hurrying or interrupting him, so we may be very sure that our loving
Lord has immeasurably more than human patience when we appeal
to Him. Let us ask on, ask often, and ask always, of Himself alone.
Verses 13 to 20 of Gen. xlvii. convey a grand hidden meaning to
the whole-hearted Christian. "Joseph bought all the land of Egypt
for Pharaoh" (v. 20). Trace his dealings with the Egyptians in this
passage. First" Joseph gathered up all the money" (v. 14); then
he said, "Give your cattle. . . and they brought their cattle"
(vv. 16, 17). Finally they offered" our bodies and our lands," saying,
" Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants
unto Pharaoh" (vv. 18, 19). Thus they became conquered and
willing" servants." So the Lord by His Spirit gradually appropriates
to Himself and to His use everything that appertains to us, including our very selves. J oseph took some years to gain this absolute
possession. Equally so the work of grace in the believer's heart may
be a very gradual process; but it is also a sure one. Let us take this
description of how J oseph dealt with the Egyptians, as an assurance
that so our God will deal with us in the workings of grace. "He which
hath begun a good work in you will finish it until the day of Jesus
Christ" (PhiI. i. 6, margin). We are completely iustified as soon as
we are born again, and nothing will ever undo this justification before
God. But we are sanctified moment by moment. This is the work of

The GosPel Magazine

561

the Spirit, always going on in the renewed heart. "All the land"
must be handed over and yielded willingly to our Master if we are
truly consecrated Christians, and really faithful "servants." In last
month's paper, reference was made to the" seed" given back to us to
" sow the land," that it be not" desolate," but produce fruit for His
future harvest. The passage there referred to is from this chapter,
verses 19-23, and not chapter xxxvii.
It is well indeed for us to "remember J oseph," although "the
chief butler" selfishly" forgat him" (Gen. xl. 23). How it helps and
comforts us to " remember Joseph." May we not preach ourselves a
sermon from those two words ~ "Remember Joseph," and all the
patience that he showed; and all the marvellous loving-kindness of
the Lord towards him. "Remember Joseph," and all the dangers
and difficulties of his path; and all the carefulness with which the
Lord aided him. "Remember Joseph," and all the injustice of the
treatment that he received from man; and all the way in which the
Lord made it " work together" for his own " good" and that of his
family and country. "Remember Josepb," and all the riches and great
position which he at length attained; and all the wonderful providence
of the Lord, in ordering and working for him and in going before
him. Oh! what a revival to our faint and failing faith thus to
" remember Joseph." Everything connected with his prolonged trial
and perplexing circumstances, and with the Lord's loving dealing with
him, bespeaks encouragement to us. True emblem of our loved and
loving Saviour. Well may we "remember" Joseph's side and the
Lord's side. And He is as strong, as able, and as willing to-day. He
can defend, provide, and arrange for His depressed and oppressed
children and servants as easily now as then. May His Spirit enable
us to realize it more fully as we go to Him in " weariness" with the
Levite's prayer, " Let not all the trouble seem little before Thee."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
THE

FIRST

SABBATH.

" On the seventh day God ended His work which He had made,. and
He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 1:t;
because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
had created and made."-GiNEsIs ii. 2, 3.
(Continued from p. 504).
ARE we not very apt to make the same mistake in our own individual
observance of the day, and to forget that the Sabbath is to be a season
of rest? In our eagerness after Christian knowledge, and Christian
worship, do we not sometimes go beyond our given powers, and produce
a reaction of such perfect exhaustion at the close of the day as actually
to unfit us for our Monday's work ~
This may seem right, but}t}s notso; if it is zeal, it is a mistaken
39
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zeal, neither according to knowledge nor to God's ordinance; for
He meant what He said-" Thou shalt rest." After all, we are ever
ready to turn our mercies into burdens.
I am persuaded that if the Sabbath be used in liberty, and our
employment of it regulated with judgment, we shall not, under
ordinary circumstances of the body, find its length too great for us;
and we shall not find ourselves exhausted at its close.
It is always our fault when rest is turned into weariness and suffering;
it is because we have made some blunder in our use of God's precious
gift. I speak not of cases of disease, where the mind and body are
alike held in thrall; these are exceptions to the rule; and even then,
the spirit of liberty would ease many a burden, which tl1e spirit of
bondage has laid on these sufferers. But if our strength be equal to
six days of work, I am sure it will be equal to one day of rest, provided
we make a right use of that day. "The Sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the Sabbath."
Lastly, above all, this rest is a rest in the Lord. It is an everlasting
satisfaction in what He has done for you; and what He means to do
with you. It is to go in with David, to sit before the Lord; it is to
lie down in green pastures, by the waters of comfort; it is to hide in
the secret places of the stairs; it is to enter that chariot whose pillars
are of silver, and whose bottom is of gold, and whose curtains are of
purple, a,nd which is paved with love for the daughters of Jerusalem;
it is to drink that new wine which goeth down sweetly, causing the lips
of those who are asleep to speak. All imagery fails to express what
is the true Sabbath rest, even the glowing language of the love-song
leaves it untold. But that which cannot be uttered may be known ;
and my prayer is, that you may so experience the blessedness of this
rest, as to make you feel the insufficiency of my powers to set it forth.
And if this paper leads us to glorify this rest, to consider whether we
have ever realized it, and to long for it, seek it, plead for it more
earnestly, I shall not write in vain.
Our next consideration is-H. SABBATH OCCUPATION. It may
seem a strange transition to pass from the thought of Sabbath
rest to that of Sabbath occupation; but the rest of saints is not an
idle rest; it is not a rest which excludes the idea of employment or
of service. Even in the description of the eternal and heavenly
Jerusalem, we have the words, "His servants shall serve Him," as
well as, " They shall see His face;" and how much more, then, shall
the Sabbath of earth be spent in doing the will of God! Sabbath
rest is found in beholding the face of God. Sabbath occupation is
found in serving Him. Let us seek to discover how we may occupy
the day of days, and not sin. Perhaps we cannot find a better and
broader general rule for our guidance than the following one: All
Sabbath occupation is lawful which does not break in upon and disturb Sabbath rest. If the employment in which we engage does not
hinder, but rather promotes, our enjoyment of that spirit-rest which
I have already spoken of, then may we be sure we are right in pursuing
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it. On the other hand, if it unfits us for going in to sit before the
Lord; if it disturbs the" communing from off the mercy-seat;" or,
if it stains the precious remembrance of the hours spent within the
veil, and dims the glory that was seen there,-then it must be laid
aside, as an unclean or common thing. All these things must be
brought to the touchstone of a renewed and blood-sprinkled conscience.
The believing mind must feel for itself in these matters; no one can
judge for another. In the keeping of Sabbaths, more especially, we
must fall back upon those two great and co-existent guides of Christian
conduct: "Ye have been called unto liberty!" "Only use not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh."
If we walk with careful and tender steps between these two Scriptures,
we shall not very far go wrong.
But it is time that we leave generals and come to specialities,-and
I would the rather do this, because it seems to me that a right consideration of that which is lawful Sabbath occupation, and a judicious
choice of that which is not only lawful but expedient, as best suited
tD one's own spiritual standing, personal disposition, natural tone of
mind, and intellectual powers, might do much in keeping off that cry
of the weak flesh, which will make itself heard sometimes even in a
child of God,-" Behold! what a weariness is it!" Yet before I
speak more on this subject, I would most earnestly premise that any
suggestions I may make are not intended to dictate to the least and
youngest in the family of God in this matter: after all, the leading
of the Spirit in each individual Christian must be followed. That
which might be quite a lawful and expedient occupation for me, might
not be so for the readers of this paper; and, on the other hand,
that which might be engaged in with real profit by them, might become
an occasion of falling to me.
lt is not simply that" whatsoever is not of faith is sin," but there
is a difference of character in each believer, which must influence his
decision concerning open points. One person may find danger in a
pursuit which is healthful in another.
.
First, then, as a lawful Sabbath occupation, I would put SELFSTUDY, for there is something in the quiet and leisure of the day of
rest which seems peculiarly to favour it. It is a very remarkable
thing, and one which I have often pondered over, that all books treating on what is called the duty of self-examination, are so particularly
dry and unprofitable. Even good and spiritually-minded men appear
to lose their unction when they come to tDuch upon this matter, and
to speak as if their lips and hearts were parched with some sirocco
wind; while other servants of God seem instinctively to feel this, and
to avoid the subject altogether. It is not wonderful that I should
shrink back with fear; but I feel at the same time assured that this
is altogether a faulty fear and that, if the doctrine has been dry and
profitless, it is because we have used it carnally as carnal men. God
hath said, "Commune with your own heart, and in your chamber
and be still; " and he who is in the Spirit on the Lord's Day will

find
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it1good and right so to do. It is good to look upon forgiven sin, to
call to mind the iniquities of our youth, to think again over the deep,
dark transgressions which have cost us such bitter tears of anguish
in years gone by, over which we still mourn, though the blood of
cleansing covereth them. "Thou shalt remember, and never open
thy mouth any more for shame, when I am pacified towards thee for
all that thou hast done." It is good to go, led by the Searcher of
hearts, into the chambers of imagery, and to see the abominations
that still are done there, even unto this day, to study well the heart's
deceitfulness, to cast the line into that fathomless depth, and find
no bottom, to know all the corruption that "doth remain" in the
regenerate. It is well to bring the hidden things of darkness to the
strong light of God's Word, and to discern the lurking, unsuspected,
carnal motive, the satanic pride, the selfish hope, which have clung
around us in the performance of some fair external deed. It is well
to plead David's prayer, " Search me, 0 God, and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." It is a
good thing to study the phases and changes of our Christian life;
for, as the Church of England saith, "Man never continueth in one
stay." It is well for us to ask ourselves the question, Where stand
we now? Are we babes still, or are we young men, or are we fathers?
Have we made any way against our adversary? Have we held our
ground; or have we gone backward, and revolted from the Lord?
It is well to go into the garden to see if the vine flourishes, and the
pomegranates bud forth-to watch if our love be grown cold-if our
lamp be burning dimly. It may lead us to cry with Habakh.'Uk,
" Revive Thy work! "
It is good to look back on the way in which our God has led us from
the first: to recall His fulfilment of His promises, His answers to our
prayers; to remember the crooked things that He hath made straight,
the valleys of humiliation which He hath exalted, the hills of difficulty
which He hath made low. It is sweet to go again in spirit to the Baal·
Zephon, where we stood in despair on the sea·shore, and wondered
how a way could be made for our progress; to the Marah, where our
water was so bitter that we could not drink it; to the Sin, where we
lusted for Egyptian flesh·pots; to the Elim, where were the wells and
palm·trees; to the Rephidim, where the rock was smitten. Yes, it
is a profitable thing to trace our footsteps in the desert of this world,
and to sing the Ebenezer song_CC Hitherto the Lord hath helped us."
It is good to look forward as well as back: to remember that bonds
and afflictions await us still, and to see if we are so strengthened with
might in the inner man, as to be able to meet them; to examine if
the Ephesian armour be bright and ready for use; to reckon whether
we are, indeed, able with ten thousand to meet the enemy with his
twenty thousand. Happy if the result of this mental reckoning be
that of David: "Though an host should encamp against me, yet will
I not fear."
(To be continued.)
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THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.
BELOVED BROTHER.-The subjoined is the inscription on the
monument erected in Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin, to the memory
of dear Mr. Krause, whose life and testimony are fragrant still to
many; as you have from time to time inserted in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE sermons of Mr. Krause, I feel sure, your readers will read
with interest the record of those to whom such a ministry was especially
blessed, and their loving and loyal witness to their Pastor's unflinching
faithfulness to the whole counsel of God. It would be difficult to find
a more beautiful or touching record than this, that "he uncompromisingl: maintained the sovereignty of God in the salvation of
His people from first to last." Alas, how seldom such a witness could
be borne in these last days! and alas, how seldom such words are
heard from the pulpits of our Church!
:l[aYiI add;a word of personal testimony? Long before I was awakened
to the preciousness of the truths which dear Mr. Krause ever loved to
proclaim, as a boy at school in North Great George's Street, Dublin,
I attended at the Bethesda Chapel, and though as I have said,
I had not received the quickening touch, yet I was impressed with
the whole atmosphere, and with the earnest words of the preacher.
In after years these were brought back to me in power during my
University Course in Trinity College, Dublin, as well as in my
work in that city both in the Irish Church Mission as assistant
missionary with my beloved friend and brother, the late Rev.
C. F. MacCarthy, D.D., as well as in my ministry in that city
afterwards. In the evening of life the truth of free, sovereign, grace is
to me dearer, increasingly so. May all your readers recognize, receive,
and enjoy it more in the mighty power of God's Holy Spirit. With
true love in Christ, believe me, beloved brother,
Yours ever affectionately,
W. T. TURPIN, :nLA., Trinity College, Dublin.
Incumbent of Emrnallu,el Church, Eastbourne.

"ERECTED

BY

THE CONGREGATION OF BETHESDA CHAPEL.

"In memory of the Reverend William Henry Krause, A.M., late of
45, Domenick Street, and for eleven years Chaplain of Bethesda Chapel,
Dublin, in which place he was owned and blessed of God, and beloved
by many as a laborious and affectionate Pastor and faithful preacher
of the Gospel of Christ. He felt in his own soul the preciousness of
Jesus, and as of sincerity, and as of God, in the sight of God, he laboured
to make 1.-nown among his fellow sinners the unsearchable riches of
Christ. He shunned not to declare all the counsel of God, proclaiming
to the chief of sinners, that the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin, whilst he uncompromisingly maintained the sovereignty
and power of God in the salvation of His people from first to last; it
was his delight to encourage these to look for the glorious appearing
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of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. And when it pleased
the Lord to call him hence, he departed in peace, knowing Whom he
had believed, and persuaded that He was able to keep that which he
had committed to Him against that day.
" He died the 27th of February, 1852. Aged 55 years."
SOME TITLES OF GOD'S PEOPLE.
IV. "BELIEVERS."
THE name" Believers" is one that is colloquially, and conventionally,
often given to the people of God,' but in the Scriptures it seems to be
simply descriptive of them, rather than one of the titles given to them
of God. The word occurs twice only in the A.V. of the New Testament,
Acts v. 14, and 1 Tim. iv. 12, and in these passages it is doubtful
whether it is the best translation of the original Greek, as may be seen
by a reference to the Revised Version.
But however this may be, it is quite certain that the word" Believers" denotes a distinguishing characteristic of all God's called
children, as do the equivalent expressions "those that believe,"
"whosoever believeth" (1 Tim. iv. 10; John iii. 16), and many others.
God's people, called by His grace, are a bdieving people. This is
an essential and a vital characteristic, for" Without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must belieye that He
is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him"
(Heb. xi. 6),
From this text we learn that having faith and believing are synonymous
terms, the root of the Greek words for" faith" and" believe" being
the same.
In the Epistle to the" Ephesians the Apostle describes himself and
the saints, as those" who believe" (chap. i. 19), and then, further on
(chap. ii. 8), he writes: "By grace are ye saved through faith." Similarly (Heb. x. 38, 39)-" Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man
draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not
of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the
saving of the soul."

But all belief, or faith, is not saving faith. The last Scripture quoted
implies this.
The Apostle J ames writes of a barren, fruitless faith; a faith not
evidenced by works; a faith such as devils possess; and shows that
such' a faith cannot save.
Multitudes believe that Jesus Christ was the promised Saviour, who
have never believed in Him in their hearts for personal salvation.
Multitudes believe in the Christian religion, are professors of or nominal
adherents to Christianity, but nothing more. Many others believe in
theological or Church doctrines, and even Scriptural truths, but this
may be the result of education, or intellectual conviction, while the
evidences of their being" born from above" are absent.
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To believe to the saving of the soul, is to believe the glad tidings of
the grace of God in Christ Jesus, receiving the same into the heart ;
and to trust in, and depend upon Him, in the fulness and perfection
of His finished work, as the Saviour of sinners. It is to believe" the
record which God gave of His Son," which is, that" God hath given
to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life" (1 John
v. 10-12).
No man is a believer in this sense except by grace. When Apollos
went into Achaia he " helped them much which had BELIEVED THROUGH
GRACE" (Acts xviii. 27). "The natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
This is continually apparent to those who are spiritually enlightened.
The natural man may be learned and wise in the things of this world,
but he is blind to spiritual things unless and until he is the subject of
supernatural power and grace. That the saints might know this was
the prayer of the Apostle Paul for them (Eph. i. 18-20): "The eyes
of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what
is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power to
usward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power,
which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead" . . .
"and you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins "
(Eph. ii. 1).
So, too, to the church of the Thessalonians, he writes (2 Thess. ii.
13, 14): "We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth: whereunto He called you by our gospel."
Fartown (Sask.), Canada.

ROBERT J. NoYEs,

HE IS WITH THEE.
(Suggested by the " Family PortiO'n" for April, 1911.)
CHRIST, Who formed thy mortal body
By His matchless skill;
Who redeemed thy soul by dying
For thy doings ill :
Christ, the glorious Creator
Of all things we see,
Christ, the gracious, loving Saviour,
Ever is with thee.
He is with thee in the freshness
Of the morning new,
When thou wakest fresh from slumber,
Like refreshing dew ;
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When thou liftest up thine eyelids
By His special grace,
He with eyes like lamps refulgent
Looks upon thy face.
He is with thee in the brightness
Of the golden noon,
When thou art about His business,
Not for earthly boon:
When thou goest forth submiss'ly
On His errands meet,
He with His right hand almighty
Keeps thy feeble feet.
He is with thee in the twilight
Of the eventide,
When thy frame is pressed with tiredness,
Which thou canst not hide;
When thou takest rest with gladness,
In thy home serene,
He upholds thee, He infolds thee,
With His arms unseen.
He is with thee in the darkness
Of the midnight chill,
When thou peacefully reposest
In thy chamber still;
When His angels stand obedient
By thy snowy bed,
His sweet shadow, all protective,
Shields thy heart and head.
Christ is with thee-His belovedBe thou of good cheer!
.
He will be with thee each moment
While thou tarriest here;
Then, in yonder country promised,
In past ages dim,
Through an endless age of pleasure,
Thou shalt be with Him.
ISA.

PRAYER is always to be valued, and has power with God; a poor
..nan's prayers may be more valuable than a rich man's gold.-Anon.
EVEN as in the midst of the sphere is the centre from which all lines
being drawn do tend towards their circumference, so a good Christian
man hath God for his circumference; for whatever he thinketh,
5peaketh, or doth, it tendeth to Christ, of Whom he is compassed
round about.-Robert Cawdray.
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1Jtotef5tant 16eacon.
OLD HERESIES IN NEW FORMS. FOR EXAMPLEPELAGIANISM.
A PAPER READ AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL
PROTESTANT UNION, IN OCTOBER, 1894, BY THE LATE REV.
E. H. F. COSENS, M.A., VICAR OF HOLY TRINITY, TEWKESBURY.
" THE thing that hath been," says the Preacher, " shall be, and there
is no new [heresy] under the sun." Yet dusty, unsearched Bibles and
brand-new assertions of exploded heresies abound. And the dustier
the Bible, the clearer the course for the new and the old books that
defame the Bible.
Professor Driver and Canon Cheyne have become, for a time, conspicuous; but the first of them, at least (on the testimony of Professor
Lias) is not original. Dr. Cheyne gets beyond his master, Professor
Kuenen, but the" self-limitation" of our Divine Lord, in other words,
His alleged imperfect knowledge on earth, which Dr. Cheyne has
pressed, he says, on two Church Congresses and before the London
Biblical Society, is Kuenenism. Professor Driver, now alas! made
a prominent contributor to " Smith's Dictionary of the Bible," is also
Kuenen. And Kuenen says that Judaism and Christianity have
neither of them a claim to a revelation of truth" in any way special
and peculiar." There is "no new thing" in Professor Driver, but
there seems to be this singular fact, that such English critics adopt
largely the conclusions of German criticism, without accepting its
" premises" or conditions. This deprives the English disciples of the
weight which might be attached to their German masters.
It is, however, a fine stratagem of the Evil One to deny, some fine
day, any special revelation of God, by Moses, or by Christ. It has a
good, loud reverbera.ting report, and it startles men. And whilst
they are holding a council of emergency downstairs, Rome (always on
the look-out, always advancing) plants its ladder against the upper
windows, in much security. God's true children believe that His
Word shall neither" pass away" nor" return" unto Him " void" ;
and they are consoled by the thought that these stale attacks are but
the presence of an ancient foe, that fell broken to the ground, long ago,
even as Dagon, the fish god, fell before the Ark.
For what is the embryo of the peculiar theories of Kuenen and
Wellhausen and of their English followers ~ And what was the embryo
of the philosophies of Hume and of Thomas Paine at the end of the
last century; and of Strauss and of Hegel and of Baron BunsenStrauss declaring sixty years ago that our blessed Lord was not an
individual but an idea-Hegel (man of the mist), saying" Everything
is a process of thought, and God is the whole process "-and Bunsen
rejecting the authority of the Pentateuch ~ The embryo in each case
was the old blindness to a Divine Christ and the old deafness to a
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Divine Revelation; the antiquated revolt that marked, in the second
century, Marcion warring against the resurrection; and in the third,
Sabellius gainsaying the Trinity; and in the fourth, Arius disputing
the oneness of God the Father with God the Son; and in the fifth,
Pelagius disallowing Divine Grace as indispensable for salvation!
My remarks are to have special regard to the heresies of Pelagius.
He was a fascinating teacher. Successful error always has fascinating
teachers. Thus Bishop Origen, in the third century, who tried to combine the Gospel with Platonism, was pious and impressive; and Arius,
in the fourth, " who attacked the very soul of Christian doctrine," was
grave and captivating; and Julian did not repel men; he was retiring
and generous and unworldly; but, he was" Julian the Apostate."
And so it was with Pelagius, the Welsh" Morgan," who went to
live at Rome, where he denied the fact of original sin. History says
that by a dexterity, very common with heretics, he imparted only as
much at first as might be more calculated to ensnare men's affections
than to inform them of his real opinions; and that he " used to deliver
his views under the modest appearance of queries;" and that he
added another artifice-he insinuated himself into the favour of
" women of some rank, and unacquainted with the spirit of the
Gospel, though professing religion; and by this means diffused his
tenets with much success."-(Milner's Ohurch Histo·ry.)
Bishop Burnett gives an account of Pelagianism in a nutshell. It
" denied that we had suffered any harm from the fall of Adall1, or
that there was any need of in"ard assistances"; and it " asserted an
entire liberty of the will."
But even in the fifth century there were those learned in the Scriptures. And, as in God's wonderful economy, every way-side poison
has its way-side antidote: so in His Providence, the age of Pelagius
was the age also of Augustine, the son of Monica. And Augusti.ne,
who wrote those" Confessions" and that" City of God," was so convinced of the "fault and corruption of the nature of every" son of
Adam-he says, in his "Confessions," " The imbecility of my infant's
limbs was innocent, not so the spirit of the infant; I have seen and
observed an infant full of envy; he looked at his fellow-suckling with
bitterness in his countenance" ;-Augustine, I say, was a man the
plague of whose own heart was so used to teach him the absolute
sovereignty of the grace of God, that Pelagianism (that revolt of the
natural man against his Maker's rights) quailed before him. For more
than twenty years Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, ex.-posed the fallacies
of Pelagianism, and it crept into obscurity. And yet, as long as
fallen nature vaunts itself, Pelagianism will rise again.
Scripture is precise as to it, declaring that all have s'l1fjered harm
from the fall of Adam (" All have sinned," ergo infants Rom. iii, 22);
and stating specifically, "the wicked are estranged from the womb,
they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies" (Ps. lviii. 3)..
Is not that" harm from Adam's fall" ? and averring our utter need of
inward help? (" Heal me, 0 Lord, and I shall be healed; save me,
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and I shall be saved." Jer. xvii. 14.) And asserting, not the liberty,
but the bondage of the corrupt human will. (Rom. viii. 8-" So then
they that are in the flesh, cannot please God." And John vi. 44" No man can come unto Me, except the Father, w:hich hath sent Me,
draw him ").
And there are two things which pass human wit to understand,
how, ,with an [outspoken Bible, and with our Church's Articles
9, 10, 11, and with tht' impotence of the human will.so plainly set forth
in the Church of England Prayer Book [CC Who seest that we have no
power of ourselves to help ourselves," (second Sunday in Lent); and
" Because the frailty of man without Thee cannot but fall," (fifteenth
Sunday after Trinity)]-(I) English churchmen can dream that we
have suffered no harm from the fall: and (2) how the cauldron of the
entire liberty of the will is always bubbling up again, at boiling point.
There is no understanding it, if we forget that these are doctrines of
the natural man, as opposed to the sovereignty of his Maker!
At the synod of Dort (non-episcopal, but recognized by our Church,
and attended by Bishop Davenant as one of our delegates), a diluted
Pelagianism was discussed as "Arminianism,"-and condemned.
But let me quote two or three present-day echoes of it. This utterance
from a Church of England pulpit: "Bring your will to bear upon the
question of sin." [But what if (Tit. i. 15) "mind and conscience are
defiled"; what if (Ecc. viii. 11) " the heart of the sons of men is fully
set in them to do evil "~ what if (Eph. ii. 8) even faith itself is not
your own, " it is the gift of God."] Another utterance: "Conversion
much depends on whether it is a person's own will to be converted" !
One might as well say-" Birth much depends on whether it is a
person's own will to be born." Eph. ii. 5-" When we were dead in
sins, [God] hath quickened us [given us life] together with Christ."
I shall be reminded that the Revised Version puts " turn" for "be
converted" in St. Matthew and Luke and John. [Yes, and it puts (in
Rev. xix. 8) « The fine linen is the righteous ACTS of the saints! "
That is flagrant! Neither Scott nor Wordsworth can give up the
being "accounted righteous" of our Church's eleventh Article, and
here really stated by the inspired pen!] But even when the Greek
verb is ACTIVE, why do men" turn "~ Never but by a great inducing
and enabling power-the power of the Holy Ghost alone! Therefore
our Authorised Version, in place of what I venture to esteem the
baldness of the letter, gives the life and soul of the meaning in translating,-" except ye be converted!" We are to learn from the subduing
words, so " full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort" to the
believer,-" According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love: having predestinated us into the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted
in the Beloved! " (Eph. i. 4-6).

There is a virtual re-p!oduction of the errors of Pelagius in the creed
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of Pope Pius IV., which is binding on the Romanist, and without the
" sincere holding" of which (it says) no one can be saved; also in
Ritualistic manuals. Our Reformation martyrs had no sooner averred
(in Art. 9) that" this infection of nature doth remain, yea, in them
that are regenerated," than Rome declared original sin, its guilt, and
its existence, to be taken away in Baptism, and the sinner restored
therein to the state in which man was before the Fall !-(See Canons
of Trent, Blakeney's Manual, p. 98). And the Church Extension
Society's "Second Catechism for the Children of the Church" asks,
with Rome, " What sin is washed away in Baptism ~" Answer" Original sin, and also actual sin, if we be guilty of it." And whereas
Pelagianism denies the need of inward assistance, Rome makes that
inward assistance a matter of Sacraments. A.nd as regards Pelagius'
liberty of the will (as Dr. Boultbee says), " If the nature be angelic, the
will determines accordingly; and if the nature be corrupt, in whatever
degree it is so, the will determines and leads the life and thoughts
corruptly." (Art. x.) Bellarmine tells a story of a certain" Christina "
who willed to endure strange torments" that she might help others
and increase her own merits." But that very willing of hers to " increase her own merits" was a " being ignorant of God's righteousness,
and a going about to establish her own righteousness" (Rom. x. 13).
I am afraid there is another rising of the ghost of Pelagius, among
men very dear to us, because of their love of holiness and of the consecrated life. It would be a bitter grief to speak unjustly of one of
them; and "hen I refer to " Perfectionists," I allude onh- to a section
(perhaps a very small section) of those eminently reachll;g after" the
higher life," as the phrase is! But there are words in Rom. vii., and
they cannot be taken of an unconverted person. An unconverted
person does not say" What I hate that I do "; and" I delight in the
law of God after the inward man"; and" Oh, wretched man that I
am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death ~ " and" I thank
God (for this deliverance) through Jesus Christ our Lord!" No,
these are the utterances of one no more in darkness. But if the enlightened mind cries out thus, and if, in Rom. viii. I, the" no condemnation" is, not by complete Sanctification, but by being" in Christ,"
then, lovely as is the Keswick zeal for holiness, I do not think one of
its members is holier than St. Paul.
A few words more.· There is a book almost damp still from the
printer's ink, which I fear might be viewed with satisfaction by Pelagius.
It is called" The Ascent of Man," and it takes man up from the mollusc
and from the ascidian "to some ape-like animal," "the ancestor of
the savage." Somewhere or other a moral principle comes in; but in
earlier stages the creature may murder its rival with as little guilt as
that of the lion that slays its prey. There are two or three things
decidedly wanting in this lively picture :-(1) An acknowledgment
of man being created (at the first) in God's own image, as the finest
beasts are not; (2) A recognition of the tremendous damage of the
'''Fall''; and (3) An admission of the unalterable guilt of sin. If
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there be silence as to these, and as to the bondage of the fallen human
will, it is an echo of Pelagius once more. Then, of course, we should
want no "inward assistances! "
But it has been by this suppression of the frightful losses of guilty
and depraved humanity, that Pelagian discord has been spoiling the
harmony of God's great and merciful designs. Arius and Julian and
Pelagius and Hume and Strauss and Hegel and Kuenen and Driver
and, I must add (with pain), the delightful personality and the deep
persuasive eloquence of Henry Drummond, snatching away God's
truth, dressing up a counterfeit human power in some new robe, and
thus darkening counsel without wisdom! It is terrible to contemplate!
Oh, for a great spring-tide of Holy Ghost influence! Oh, for a great
melting and captivating presence of Jesus in millions of fresh souls t
It is only He that can give His own, blood-written message, and give
force to it !
And until the harvest of His own is reaped, the cry must still go up
that-" God hath made man upright, but they have sought out
many inventions." How long, Thou great Physician, how long ~

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-The eager demand for books on the part of our soldiers
and sailors is most encouraging. Through the goodness of God,
we have been able to respond to the many appeals made to us. But
the postage of parcels to our friends in the Army and Navy at foreign
stations is considerable and makes a heavy demand upon our funds.
May it be laid upon the hearts of many to show their love for the
truth of Christ by helping to send that pure truth to our soldiers and
sailors.
<
A Missionary to sailors writes to send his "best thanks for the'
parcels of books, the contents of which will be very useful indeed."
A Chaplain writes: " We are much obliged indeed for the useful
parcels of literature you have sent. They are particularly acceptable."
The death of dear Mrs. Osmond has removed a kind friend to the
Mission and myself, whose loss will be much felt. May the Lord
raise up others of His stewards to take the place of those whom He
has called up higher.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, Stirling Road,
Bath Road, Bristol,
August, 1911.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Annual United Gathering of the inmates of our London Homes,
in the grounds of the'Hornsey Rise Home, is eagerly looked forward to,
and this year the assembly was unusually large, and God's presence
and blessing were truly realized. Thirty-eight were present from our
Camberwell Home; 5 from the Stamford Hill Home; and 100 from
Hornsey Rise, to meet the Committee, Lady Visitors, and other friends,
in the Hall. The weather was brilliant; and little groups, under the
marquee or sheltered by the ample foliage, spoke one to another of
the Lord's goodness and mercy. Refreshments and tea were provided;
and at the brief evening meeting addresses were given by the Rev. W.
Sinden, Messrs. Hayles and Chambers, and the Secretary. The garden
is famous for its roses and other flowers; and the visits of all readers of
this MAGAZINE are invited, especially during the summer and autumn.
By the departure of the Rev. D. Lindsay Johnson, M.A., the Society
has lost an ardent friend, who by personal support and from the pulpit
&p.d platform did much to forward the interests of the Institution.
" Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful faint from
among the children of men"! But while the workmen pass away, the
Lord continues His work, and the Committee pray that many other
friends, in sympathy with the principles and aims of the Society, may
be raised up, and that the bereaved widow and family circle of their
late beloved friend may be supported and comforted by the Father of
all our mercies.
Arrangements are now being made for the delivery of the Lante.rn
Lecture upon the Society's history and work, and for Drawing Room
Meetings, during the approaching season. The Secretary will be
happy to communicate W1th anyone who can favour with help in these
directions. A special effort is also being made to increase the number
of Annual Subscribers of 7s., lOs., and 14s. Literature will be sent to
any who can kindly assist in this work. Death has made many inroads
upon our list, and we are increasingly desirous that the Society should
be supported by everyone to whom the Gospel and people of God are
dear.
Three letters from visitors will speak for themselves: (a) "What
your Society has been to them, words fail to express, nor can I tell the
joy and privilege it has been, to me to carry the pension, and leave them
cheered and comforted." (b)" M. E. says that but for the help of
your pension, they could not possibly live in any degree of comfort;
it provides so many necessaries. Her daughters have been ill and on
, short time.'" (c)" Mrs. C. has passed away. I saw her shortly before
she died, and she was, though not free from suffering of body, wonderfully comforted of God. When I asked her if she dreaded the night,
she said, ' It is at night, when I am alone, my Lord is most near, and
comforts.' I do not think I have ever seen a happier death bed! She
seemed to see the invisible, and was so grateful to God and to your
Society for the alleviation and Gomfort of her pension." Is not this an
illustration of the lines :-

The Gospel Magazine

575

" And such the believer! His course he begins,
Like the sun in a mist, when he mourns for his sins,
And melts into tears; then he breaks out and shines,
And travels his heavenly way.
But when he comes nearer to finish his race,
Like a bright setting sun, he looks richer in grace,
And gives a sure hope at the end of his days,
Of rising in brighter array."

'¥J (l£l£ling 1Ehent£l.
A MONTHLY RECORD
As we go to press the crisis in the House of Lords has come to an end
after a most momentous debate. The Parliament Bill has been allowed
to pass, the Government securing a majority of 17. There is surely
need for much prayer that the Lord may Himself guide and control
the affairs of our nation.
With great sorrow we record the death on July 22nd of the Rev.
David Lindsay Johnson, M.A., for 16 years Rector of Peldon, Colchester. Our dear friend graduated at Worcester College, Oxford,
in 1880, and took his M.A. degree in 1884. Ordained in 1880 he held
curacies successively at St. Mary Magdalene, Colchester; St. George's,
Birmingham; St. John's, Portsea; St. Luke's, Southsea; and at
Peldon, Essex. He became Rector of Peldon, Colchester, in the year
1895, and continued his loving ministrations there until his home-call.
Mr J ohnson was a warm lover of the doctrines of grace, and a regular
hearer of the articles in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Being blind he was
in the habit of listening to his dear wife on Sunday evenings as she
read to him from its pages. He frequently attended the Clifton
Conference, and often spoke at its gatherings. We well remember the
first time we had the privilege of hearing him. It was in the year 1901.
The subject was" Bible Types," and he spoke with much beauty of
the Queen of Sheba as a type of tJfe sinner coming to Christ. The
Church on earth is the poorer for his removal, but eternal gain is his
portion.
.
" £36,000 in answer to prayer" is the heading to a paragraph which
appeared in the Standard for Aug. 1st last. The paragraph is as follows:
" The Seventy-second Annual Report of the Muller's Bristol Orphanage
and Scriptural Knowledge Institution, for which no appeal is ever made
except by prayer, shows the year's income was nearly £36,000." What
an encouragement to the faith of God's people!
Writing in a contemporary from Toronto under date, July 17, the
Rev. Dr. Griffith Thomas says: "It is doubtless hard for your readers

The Gospel Magazine

576

in England to understand, still more to credit the fact that a student
was arrested last month in a suburb of the city of Hull in the Province
of Quebec, and conducted by a policeman to the police station, where
he was accused of soliciting orders for copies of the Scriptures without
a licence, and after being given a lecture was allowed to go free. The
student and a ministerial friend then interviewed the Mayor of Hull,
who said: The Chief of Police did right in arresting him, and the
sooner you missionaries get out of Hull the better.' When it was
pointed out that the question was not whether the missionary would
leave Hull, but whether he was breaking any of the city's laws, the
Mayor replied in anger: That is all I have to say. I won't talk with
you; you are selling bad books.' The student then opened his satchel
containing Protestant and Roman Catholic Bibles and New Testaments,
but the Mayor refused to look at the books, and ordered the two men
out of his office. I may add that the provincial law of Quebec clearly
exempts sellers of Bibles, tracts, and other religious literature from
the necessity of paying a licensed fee. The missionary will continue
his work, and if againjnterfered with, the Courts will be approached
in.regardto the matter."
I

I

Our contemporary, the English Churchman, in its issue of July 27th,
has the following: "The Church Association Council meeting last Thursday was of an important character. The extraordinary nature of the
Revision proposals in the Canterbury Lower House of Convocation,
and the new move of the Bishops in the Upper House of the Southern
Province, were the subjects of an extended Conference, which Sir
Edward Clarke, K.C., attended. It was resolved to take special steps
to bring the perilous nature of the proposals of the Archbishop and
Bishops before the country, and the following resolution was unanimously adopted :-' That the Council have learned with the utmost
regret that the Archbishop and other Bishops of the Upper House of
Canterbury Convocation have committed themselves to an endeavour
to obtain the permissive use of Mass Vestments at the Communion
Service. They desire, therefore, to put on record their earnest conviction that such a diversity of use is calculated to rend the Church of
England into two camps, and that no Revision of the Prayer-Book
could be acceptable to this Church and Nation which appeared to
sanction or even tolerate the ritual and trappings of the Mass.' "

A VERBATIM REPORT of MORNING and EVENING SERVICES at the
Church of Scotland, Cheltenham, on Sunday, June 27th, 1909,
by Rev. JAMES E. WALKER, M.A. Copies Is. each; may be had
from Mr. B. WEAVER, 4,Glenfall Terrace, All Saints', Cheltenham.
We sincerely wish for these Sermons a wide circulation, as they
are thoroughly sound in doctrine, and will assist in securing dear
Mr. Walker's Church at Cheltenham.

