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.. Who comforleth us in all our tribula.tion, that we may be able to comfort them wbich are in
trouble, by the comfort whereVtitb we oun;elves are comforted of God."-2 OOIL i. ,.
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REMEMBERED TEARS.

"Pm Thou my tears imo Thy boule: are they not tn Thy
book? "-PSALM lvi. 8.
THIS plaintive appeal to the FATHER that pitieth His children
carries with ita singular significance. It is far from being a mere
figure of speech, for it comes from the deeps of a heart stirred profoundly by the hand of GoD, and His wisdom and pity can alone
deal effectually with its burdens and its straits. He is acquainted
well with the throes and anguish of hearts that find utterance
in such complaints as this. And He has appointed ONE to
sympathiee and Ininister Who has personally drunk off the latest
drop of anguish that penally and lawfully was due to us as transgressors of the Divine law. The LORD JESUS is indeed "the
BROTHER born for adversity," for He loveth at all times, and that
with a matchless and quenchless love. It is an observation of an
old Christian writer, that while the saints of GOD remain in this
vale of Inisery, GOD keeps all their tears in "a bottle of remembrance," and notes how many drops there are in His register.
The same worthy writer remarks, that while it was a precious
ointment wherewith the grateful woman in the Pharisee's house
anointed the feet of the LORD, her tears wherewith she washed
them were immeasurably worth more than her spikenard!
33
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It is a sweet reflection which the affiicted servant of CHRIST
possesses, that his every tear of spiritual discipline is tenderly
treasured up in the book of his heavenly FATHER'S remembranceand will never be forgotten by Him. It is an interes'ting fact
that the original Hebrew for tears, is in this Scripture text in
the singular number-" my tear "-so that JEHOVAH'S infinite
mind keeps minutely accurate account of each separate tear
that trickles down the believer's sorrowful face! The saint is
thus comforted in being assured that the knowledge of his cares
and burdens is written on the tablet of the Divine memory.
"Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another;
and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of rem~mbrance
was written before Him for them that feared the LORD, and
that thought upon His Name" (Mal. iii. 16). Nothing that is of
spiritual concern to the poorest of GOD'S dear people escapes the
tender eye of Him Who neither slumbers nor sleeps, nor grows
weary of keeping watch over His tried children. It was this
truth which sustained the saints and martyrs of former days,
who wandered about in sheep.skins and goat-skins, and were
cruelly driven as exiles from one country to another, whose GOD,
notwithstanding, noted and numbered all their flittings, treasuring
up their bitter tears in His bottle against the day of their
persecutors' retribution and vengeance. We wait in holy anticipa.
tion. It is only for a brief moment, and His mighty voice shall
command chaos into order, and earth's rebellion into subjection
to His holy will. The coming of the LORD is drawing nigh-very
nigh-and the last sigh will soon be drawn, and the final tear
will be dried by the LORD'S own infinitely tender hand. " Put
Thou my tears into Thy bottle: are they not in Thy book ~ "
Sin has caused all the weeping that now saddens the children of
GOD, but He Who shed His own precious blood on Calvary has
made answer to the. claims of Divine justice, and peace eternal is
sealed to all the happy throng of the redeemed-both on earth and
in heaven. The guilt of the Church was, all, laid to the account of
the substituted LAMB of GOD, and He righteously " made an end
of sins." He suffered, He ascended,' He is now at the FATHER'S
right hand, waiting the appointed hour of. His second coming for
His redeemed.

".
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" Into the heaven of heavens hath He gone,
Sitteth He now in the joy of the throne;
Weareth He now of the Kingdom the crown,
Singeth He now the new song with His own.
" Dwelleth the light of the glory with Him,
Light of a glory that cannot grow dim,
Light in its silence and beauty and calm,
Light in its gladness and brightness and balm.
" Past are the darkness, the storm, and the war,
Come is the radiance that sparkled afar;
Breaketh the gleam of the day without end,
Riseth the sun· that shall never descend.
" Soundeth the heaven of the heavens with His Name,
Ringeth the earth with His glory and fame;
Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flower,
Echo His praises and tell of His power.
" Ever ascendeth the song and the joy,
Ever descendeth the love from on high;
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and praise,
This is the theme of the hymns that we raise.
" Life of all life, and true light of all light,
Star of the dawning, unchangingly bright;
Son of the Salem whose lamp is the LAMB,
Theme of the ever new, ever glad psalm.
" Give we the glory and praise to the LAMB,
Take we the robe, and the harp, and the palm ;
Sing we the song of the LAMB that was slain,
Dying in weakness, but rising to reign.
"Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power,
Wisdom, and riches, and strength evermore,
Give ye to Him Who our battle hath won,
Whose are the KINGDOM, the CROWN, and the THRONE."

In the sure hope of His promised return, let us hourly wait, dear
brethren; for He has pledged Rims.elf to His blood-bought Church
that by His will there soon is to be a drying up of all tears, and
that for ever and ever!

•

" A little while, and we shall see Thee
Face to face, and ever near;
Ever gazing on Thy glory,
Without spot, and without fear.
Oh, come quickly!
Quickly, LORD, do Thou appear."
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Hour by hour, long as the night of watching may last, let us
stay our hearts upon His changeless promise that He will come,
and will not tarry! His heart is set upon His ransomed ChurchHis Bride-and He will shortly come to take her on high to he
for ever in His eternal rest!
Oh, welcome the first ray of His advent, His dazzling, His
"excellent glory!" All things are "ready." Oh, let us con·
tinue by His grace to look up, to look up, "TILL HE COME! "
" Looking unto Jesus!
Oh for love's clear gaze,
First to hail the MASTER
Through the mom's dark haze.
Keen to recognize Him
On the glimmering shore;
Swift to realize Him
BleBBing heart and store."
Olilton, Bristol.
THE EDITOR.
As these bells were of gold, so must the preaching of the minister
be the preaching of God's Gospel. There are bells of other metal
than gold, which may give a pleasant sound, and to the ear which
\mows not of Jehovah's appointment, they may seem more melodious
than the bells of gold; but Aaron wore only bells of gold. Just so
there is very much preaching to be- heard in the world, which to the
ear not taught of God, may sound very sweetly, may even seem more
harmonious than the word of God's own truth; but depend upon
it, Christ is only there present where it is His own Gospel.-Bishop
Waldegrave.

THIs is the bounty of the Great Master we serve. For what are we,
and all we can do, that there should be the name of reward attached
to it? Yet He keeps all in reckoning; not a poor lame prayer, not
a tear, not a sigh, poured forth before Him shall be lost. Not any
cross, whether from His own hand immediately or coming through
men's hands, that is taken, what way soever it come, as out of His
hand and borne patiently, yea and welcomed and embraced for His
sake, but He observes our so entertaining of it. Not an injury that
the meanest servant bears Christianly, but goes upon account with Him.
And He sets them down so as that they bear much value through His
estimate and way of reckoning them, though in themselves they are
less than nothing-as a worthless counter stands for hundreds or
hundreds of thousands according to the place you set it in. Happy
they who have to deal with such a- Lord and who are servants to Him,
Who, when He comes, His reward shall be with Him.-Archbishop

Leighton.
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MtaysilJe fl..ottS.
STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS.
" These all died in failh, not havi1llJ received the promises, but havi1llJ
seen them afar oU, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were stra1llJers and pilgrims on the
earth. For they that say such thi1llJ8 declare plainly that they
seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that
country from whence they came out, they might have had oppor'
tunily to have returned. But now they desire a better country,
that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God: for He hath prepared for them a cily." -HEB. xi.
13--16.

writer of this Epistle had spoken in the previous verses of the
faith of seven of the Old Testament saints. These seven had lived
in two periods of the world's history. Abel, Enoch, and Noah
belonged to the period before the Flood, and Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, together with Sarah, belonged to the period after the Flood.
All alike, however, were characterized by the grace of faith. Of
these, then, the inspired penman of this great Epistle writes, when
he says, "These all died in faith." They had not received the
fulfilment of the great promises which God had made, but they
were persuaded of their trutll. They looked forward to their
fulfilment, and embraced them, confessing, "that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth." The records of these saints
of God, and the inspired comments upon them, have been written
for our instruction. They are intended to stimulate and encourage
the people of God to-day. "Whatsoever things were written afore·
time were written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope." Let us then meditate
on this passage, and, by the aid of the inspired Author of the Scriptures, let us seek to derive help and comfort from its consideration.
Our first remark is, that it is clear that these Old Testament
saints were men and women of failh. They lived according to faith.
This is evident from the facts recorded concerning them. Abel
recognized by faith that "without shedding of blood is no remis·
sion." Enoch walked in fellowship with God by faith. Noah, by
faith, believed the word of God in reference to coming judgment
TilE

518

The Gospel Magazine

upon" the world of the ungodly," and in reference to the gracious
arrangement which God had made by which he and his house
would be saved. Abraham, by faith, left Ur of the Chaldees, and
came into the land of Canaan, and by faith he dwelt in tabernacles
with Isaac and J acob, "the heirs with him of the same promise."
Sarah, also, through faith, gave birth to Isaac, " because she judged
Him faithful Who had promised." Thus they lived according to
faith. But faith characterized these saints of God also when they
came to the end of their earthly pilgrimage. They" died in faith,"
or, as the margin renders it, " according to faith." As they lived,
so they died. Continuity and endurance are marks of all God's
chosen ones. "He Which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
"The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete."
Hence, if faith characterizes you in life, it will characterize you at
the end of life's journey. J acob said: "Behold, I die: but God
shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your
fathers" (Gen. xlviii. 21). This is the language of faith. J oseph
was not of the seven, but we see the same faith in him. " By faith
Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the
children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones"
(Heb. xi. 22).
Enoch did not actually die. He" was translated, that he should
not see death," but, nevertheless, faith resided in him at his translation.
Notice, next, that these Old Testament saints embraced the
promises. The chief promise was the great promise of a Redeemer.
God had promised that the Seed of the woman should bruise' the
head of the serpent. This promise was repeated to Abraham,
lsaac, and J acob. Through their Seed all the families of the earth
were to be blessed (Gen. xxii. 18; xxvi. 4; xxviii. 14). This was
a Gospel promise. "The Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they
which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham " (Gal. iii. 8, 9).
They believed this promise. They were persuaded of its fulfilment,
and they died rejoicing by anticipation in Christ as their Substitute,

•
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Saviour, and Redeemer. "Abraham rejoiced to see My day': and
he saw it, and was glad" (John viii. 56). Thus, as Dr. Gill says:
" All of them by faith embraced the Messiah, and dealt with, and
h~id hold of His blood, righteousness, sacrifice, and grace, by which
they were saved, as New Testament saints are." Another promise,
given especially to Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, was that of a
numerous progeny. Their seed was to be" as the stars of the sky
in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea innumerable."
This promise was originally made to Abraham when he had no seed,
but "He .believed in the Lord; and He counted it to him for
righteousness." A third promise was that of an earthly inheritance.
" I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein
thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession" (Gen. xvii. 8). The patriarchs by faith embraced this
promise. Hundreds of years were to elapse before its fulfilment,
yet they believed that God would be faithful to His Covenant. In
the belief of this promise Israel said to J oseph, " God shall be with
you, and bring you again unto the land of your fathers." Moreover, "Joseph said unto his brethren, I die; and God will surely
visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which He
sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob" (Gen.!. 24). The
promises which God gave to the patriarchs were both temporal and
spiritual, but they believed them all. They saw their fulfilment
afar off, "And were persuaded of them, and embraced them."
What an example these saints of God are to the Lord's people
to-day! The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob hath "given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises." They relate to
" the life that now is," and also to " that which is to come." Let
us remember that "He is faithful that promised." He is "the
faithful God, Which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that
love Him and keep His commandments to a thousand generations."
"Engraved as in eternal brass
The mighty promise shines;
Nor can the powers of darkness rase
Those everlasting lines.
"His every word of grace is strong
As that which built the skies;
The voice that rolls the stars along,
Speaks all the promises."

•
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Are we persuaded of the truth of God's promises ~ If so, let us
embrace them. Let us grasp them with greater firmness. Let us
lean on them with greater confidence. In the darkest hour let us
tenaciously believe in the faithfulness of our Covenant-keeping
God. He says: "The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall
the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath
mercy on thee" (Isa. liv. 10). Therefore, though our way may at
times be dark, and seemingly hopeless, we may rest assured that
He is watching over us, and working for us, and that fresh manifestations of His kindness will sooner or later be given. We are
inclined to say: "Will the Lord cast off for ever ~ and will He be
favourable no more ~ Is His mercy clean gone for ever ~ doth His
promise fail for evermore ~" On reflection, however, we realize it
is not so. "This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years
of the right hand of the most High. I will remember the works of
the Lord: surely I will remember Thy wonders of old" (Ps. lxxvii.
7-11). It is good to call to mind God's" wonders of old" that our
faith in His promises may be stimulated. Look again, then, dear
Christian readers, at the promises. Remember that God hath
" given" them to you. Embrace them, hug them to your bosoms,
for not one of them shall fail. " Not one thing hath failed of all
the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you:
all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof"
(Josh. xxiii. 14).
Our next point is that these Old Testament saints took the
position of strangers and pilgrims.
They "confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth." They regarded themselves as foreigners and sojourners
on the earth. They had no settled abode here. Abraham said,
"I am a stranger and a sojourner with you" (Gen. xxiii. 4). A
reference to Isaac is given in the words, " Jacob dwelt in the land
wherein his father (Isaac) was a stranger." Jacob himself said to
Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred
and thirty years" (see Gen. xxxvii. 1; xlvii. 9). These saints of
God, then, did not regard Canaan as their permanent abode. "They
that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country." In
other words, "they desire a better country, that is an heavenly."

-,-.
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Thus they" looked for a city which hath foundations, whose' builder
and maker is God." This is to be our attitude, dear children of
God. "Here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to
come." We must not 'expect perfect rest here. This is not our
home. We are strangers and pilgrims journeying to " the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem."
" It is not for me to be seeking my bliss,
And building my hopes in a region like this;

I look for a city which hands have not piled, _
I pant for a country by sin undefiled."
" Our citizenship is in heaven." Our affection is to be set, therefore,
on things above, not on things on the earth.
Finally, let us notice that these Old Testament saints were the
olYjeds 01 God's special love.
He took pleasure in them. He was "not ashamed to be called
their God." He said, "I am . . . the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (Exod. iii. 6). He bound Himself
in Covenant to be a God unto them and to their seed after them.
What this means may be gathered from their history. As the Lord
their God He brought them out of the land of Egypt, guided and
kept them in their wilderness wanderings, and placed them in the
land which He promised to give them for an everlasting inheritance.
He was their God in a spiritual sense. As such He chose them to
be His people, He arranged for their eternal redemption, numbered
them amongst His family, and made them heirs of glory. "I will
be their God," virtually means in the words of an old writer, "I am
God, and what I am, it is all theirs; Myself, My glorious attributes,
My omnipotence, My omniscience, My wisdom, My righteousness,
My holiness, Mine all.sufficiency, My faithfulness. I will make
over Myself to them to be henceforth and for ever theirs." Surely,
then, these saints of God were the objects of His special love, and,
if we have obtained like precious faith with them, then we can say,
" This God is OUT God for ever and ever: He will be our Guide even
unto death."
Note further, however, that the Lord's special love to them is
seen in that" He hath prepared for them a city." As strangers
and pilgrims they were seeking "a better country, that is, an
heavenly," and God, out of infinite love to them, "hath prepared
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for them a city." Into this city all who are" written in the Lamb's
book of life" shall hereafter enter. " Blessed are they that wash
their robes, that they may have the right to come to the tree of life,
and may enter in by the gates into the city" (Rev. xxii. 14. R.V.).
" 'We've no abiding city here,'
Then let us live as pilgrims do;
Let not the world our rest appear,
But let us haste from all below."
May we have the faith which characterized these saints of God ;
may we, through grace, remember that we are strangers and
pilgrims here below; and may we rejoice that their God is not
ashamed to be called our God, and that He will lead us forth by the
right way, that we may go to a city of habitation.

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

"I WILL FEAR NO EVIL. FOR THOU ART WITH ME."
IN Heavenly Love abiding,

No change my heart can fear;
And safe is such confiding,
For nothing changes here.
The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid
But GOD is round about me,
And can I be dismayed?
Wherever He may guide me,

No want shall turn me back;
My SHEPHERD is beside me,
And nothing can I lack;
His wisdom ever waketh,
His sight is never dim,-

He knows the way He taketh,
And I will walk with Him.
Green pastures are before me,
Which yet I have not seen,
Bright skies will soon be o'er me,
Where the dark clouds have been.
My hope I cannot measure,
My path to life is free;
!ly SAVIOUR is my treasure,
And He will walk with me.

•
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Stand there/ore. "-EPHESIANS vi. H.

THIS is an exhortation and word of final commandlto soldiers. They
have received their instructions to " put ou the whole armour of God,"
that they may be prepared for the attacks of the enemy. And now,
by the Holy Spirit's inspiration, the Apostle gives the final word of
their Captain, "And having done all, to stand. Stand therefore."
He declares to them what they shall do. They have been enrolled
under their heavenly Captain's banner, and are clad in the armour
He has provided, and are looking for certain victory as "more
than conquerors" through Him Who has loved them and given
Himself for them. Their armour is the panoply of God. The
shield of faith which they carry covers the whole body. Faith
is an active grace. The shield of faith moves hither and thither
to meet the assaults of the great enemy who "thrusts sore" at the
child of God. For the devil is armed all too well, and knows how
and when to attack. He is armed with power (Luke xxii. 53); with
wiles (Eph. vi. 11); with devices (2 Cor. ii. 11); with fiery darts
(Eph. vi. 16), and with depths (Rev. ii. 24). Awful armour this!
awfully real to the hard-beset soldier of Jesus Christ, who finds himself in an enemy's country and having to fight every inch of his journey
Home. But he is " quietly confident" that victory is certain and will
be complete in his glorious Captain, Who has bruised the head of
Satan, conquered hell, and vanquished death.
The same Apostle enjoins others of his brethren to "stand fast in
one Spirit," to" stand.fast in the Lord," and to "stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free." There is a beautiful idea in
these several passages, of union and strength and of being seen as
one body, one building compacted together; or, as in the figure
before us, one army with one aim and one object. "They overcame
through the blood of the Lamb." This is a thought beautifully set
forth in the building of the tabernacle, that" church in the wilderness."
In Exodus xxxvi. 20 we read: "And he made boards for the tabernacle
of shittim wood, standing up." All God's saints are seen perfect in
their place, and standing in Christ Jesus, their Upright One. And
these boards were all of one length and breadth; their tenons were
" equally distant one from another," and each board was fixed into its
socket of silver. The tribes in the wilderness were represented by
their four leaders who encamped north, south, east, and west of the
tabernacle. "Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his
own standard, with the ensign of their father's house .. _ And on the
east side toward the rising of the SUll shall they of the standard of
the camp of J udah pitch throughout their armies." That was the
royal tribe, and set forth in type the Church of the living God, who

,
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shall encamp eastward, toward the sunrising, and by Him Who is
called" the Lion of the tribe of Judah" shall prevail.
Is not this word "Stand" a warning note to each soldier of Jesus
Christ 1 If standing, you are certainly not sleeping. A sentinel
may not sleep at his post. Watchfulness and alertness are always
necessary for the child of God. Slothfulness and ease, those sinful and
harmful enemies, are so near and so readily indulged in. "Satan is
ever awake and walking his rounds, seeking whom he may surprise.
And if Satan be always awake, it is dangerous for the Christian at any
time to be spiritually asleep, that is, to be self-secure and careless_
The Christian is seldom worsted by this his enemy, but there is either
treachery or negligence in the business; either the unregenerate part
betrays him, or his grace is not wakeful to make a timely discovery
of it to him, so as to prepare for the encounter; the enemy is upon
him, before he is thoroughly awake to draw his sword. The saint's
sleeping time is Satan's tempting time; every fly dares venture to
creep on a sleeping lion. No temptation so weak but is strong enough
to foil a Christian that is napping in security," wrote W. Ocurnall.
What a beautiful lesson we glean from the history of Nehemiah's
days. The enemy might say in ridicule, " What do these feeble Jews 1
will they fortify themselves 1 will they sacrifice 1 will they make
. an end in a day 1 will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the
rubbish which are burned 1" Wait and see, thou great and boasting
enemy Sanballat! That little band of Israelites who cried unto their
God, " Hear, 0 our God, for we are despised; and turn their reproach
upon their own head, and give them for a prey in the land of captivity;
and cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from
before Thee: for they have provoked Thee to anger before the builders,"
laboured on. They worked watchfully and preparedly. "Everyone
with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand
held a weapon . . . So we laboured in the work." And God brought
the counsel of .the enemy to naught; being with and for His ancient
people, who and what could be against them 1 So cries our heart :" Is God for me? I fear not, though all against me rise;
When I call on Christ my Saviour the host of evil flies.
My friend, the Lord Almighty; and He Who loves me, God;
What enemy can harm me, though coming like a flood? "
The enemy may come upon us, as did Goliath upon the stripling
David, " with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield," but may
not each of Zion's sons and daughters say, " I come to thee in the name
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, Whom thou hast
defied" ?
Let us dwell for a moment on the second word of our text-" Therefore." It is a Pauline word. Paul bases many a holy argument upon
it. It bears upon what has gone before. The soldier has been chosen,
called with a heavenly calling and equipped for battle. He is clad in
heaven-provided armour. He has been told he is in an enemy's land,
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and that there is many a foe to be encountered. But also he is told
that he shall be preserved all through, as he has upon him "the whole
armour of God," and" Though hot the fight, why quit the field?
Why should I either fly or yield,
Since Jesus is my mighty shield? "
He may with confidence say, " Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy
when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a
light unto me," and, " Though an host should encamp against me, my
heart shall not fear," since" the Lord is on my side, what can man do
unto me !" It is the Lord Who fights His people's battles for them.
They but stand still to see the salvation of their God wrought for them.
What did the poor weak worm Jacob find in his lonely journey!
Was it not none other than "God's host"; and "he called that
place Mahanaim."
The Apostle Paul knows all is settled. A sure conflict, but an equally
sure victory: "Stand therefore." What a great fight of affiiction
was the Apostle to the Gentiles called upon to endure. "In stripes
above measure, in deaths oft. . . . Thrice was I beaten with rods,
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have
been in. the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils
of robbers, in perils by mine own country men, in perils by the heathen,
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness." And besides all this he says there came upon him " the
care of all the churches." But he nevertheless still urges, "Stand
therefore"; for as he says in another place, "Having obtained help
of the Lord, I continue to this day."
Yet another Scripture comes before us as we recall the sweet converse
of the Lord's beloved and now glorified servant, the Reverend D. L.
Johnson, on 2 Tim. iv. 16, 17. He pointed out to the writer that the
forcible words in the original made the passage read thus, " At my first
answer no man stood with me, that is, came forward with me; but
all forsook me. I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.
Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, that is, sat along with me,
and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known,
and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered out of the
mouth of the lion." Children of God who read these words, has it
not been your happy experience, whilst you may have felt the solitarineas of your trial or crook in the lot-chat secret sorrow which none
but Jesus knew-that the Lord came alongside you, sat along with you,
strengthened you and blessed you there, in that" parcel of ground,"
that spot appointed for the trial of your faith, according to His own
word of promise, "Lo, I am with you alway "! lIas there not been
a restfulness, a peaceful possessing of heart and mind in the confidence
that He had undertaken your cause and that He must prevail! " The
man will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day."
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That is spiritually, the day of His salvation, His deliverance, His.
finished redemption; His day of consummate blessing!
No wonder we are exhorted to adorn the grace wherein we stand,
to look to an overcomer Who is gone before, and Who would have His
children even now be seated with Him in the heavenly places. It is
all finished in and for us because of that mighty Conqueror's cry upon
the cross. Crucified in weakness as man, yet with the loud voice
of Godhead power, His cry "It is finished," puts His people in the
position of our text, "Stand there/ore." Oh! the security of our
standing, our safety, our certainty of final victory! Perfect peace
garrisons the heart in the midst of war. Amid the confusion of earth's
babel, we can believe and not make haste. Surrounded by sin and
death, yet are we upheld by t.hat imperishable hope within that" when
Christ Who is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him
in glory." And, clad in that perfect spotless robe of His righteousness, we sing now in glad anticipation :" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Whilst by Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame. 11

Beloved reader, with Omnipotence on our side what have we to
fear in life or in the article of death ~ He is the Almighty One, the
Conqueror, the Strong God. As Luther writes: "The Lord is a Man
of war Who cannot be overcome, and He contends, and makes war
against all false doctrines, against the devil, and against the flesh, and
all enemies against which the Christian has to contend daily. For if
I have no erroneous men to contend with, yet am I not therefore at
peace; for I find in myself another law fighting against the law of
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin that is in
my members. Here there must be a struggle and a sharp one. For
this is no business of slothful drowsy men, who feel not the ministration
of the law, and the terrors of sin and of death; but this war is for men
who strive against wavering in faith, weakness of hope, against the
fiery darts of Satan, and the craft of deceivers. These are no sham
fights or easy encounters. In this struggle our Valiant One stands
by. He strives in us by His Spirit, and pnts our enemies to flight,
and smites them down before us. And as He of all kings and warriors
is the greatest, so are His enemies the most savage and powerful,
namely, countless hosts of devils, heretics, wicked men, tyrants,
and seducers. Besides these enemies, this Child born, and Son given,
strives in His own people against the flesh, and the wisdom of it, and
the wisdom which is in the world, which strive against the Spirit to
destroy our faith, and lull to sleep the preachers and make them secure.
So that Satan overcomes them. Against this wisdom of the flesh
and the world, and all other enemies of His Church, does this King and
Child strive, and this not once or twice only, but all along; for from
beginning to the end is His name Valiant Warrior. 'His name shall
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be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God [in Luther's translation, Steadfast, Valiant], the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.'''
As though it were the most natural thing, a daily occurrence to be
expected and watched against, we read in connection with David:
" And there was war again"; and of how David went out and fought
the enemy in the name and strength of J ehovah, so that" they fled
from him." Turning our eyes within to our spiritual experience,
our heart is the citadel of long war, perpetual war, daily conflict.
"I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my
members"; and as long as we live in this world, there will be " war
again," until the last enemy, even death, is destroyed.
But as in nature, so in the experience of grace, every victory is a
strengthening of our position and our faith, and a weakening of the
enemy. The sword in constant use is thus kept bright. By persistent
fighting we read how "the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker,
and the house of David waxed stronger and stronger." So that while
with the Apostle Paul we may groan out, "0 wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death," we may also
sing of the coming day of victory, and say in the present: "I thank
God through Jesus Christ my Lord." The battle may be very prolonged, brethren, the heart may grow very faint and weary, but the
victory is sure and certain.
" Then let the weaklings all be strong,
Take up their shield, nor fear;
They shall be conquerors all ere long,
And crowns of victory wear.
" Nor shall it ere be said at last,
, Here's one among the damn'd
That by a precious faith in Christ
Behind this shield did stand.' ..
With the words of Him Who spake as never man spake, and Whose
words can never miscarry, we close our meditation, asking the Lord·
the Spirit to bless it to the hearts of His waiting people. '~Watch ye
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape
all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son
of Man."
R.
EXTRAORDINARY afllictions are not always the punishment of
extraordinary sins, but sometimes the trial of extraordinary graces.M. Henry.
A HEARTFELT sense of our weakness causes us to go out of ourselves.
not to consider ourselves, not to trust in ourselves,. but to obey our
Lord-" Take hold of My strength" Then out of weakness we are
made strong-" strong in the Lord. and in the power of His might."
and cry out in the joy of faith, " 1nl the Lord have I. strength."W. M.ason.
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THE PORTRAIT.-HENRY BULLINGER.

[We reprint the following sketch, with the PORTRAIT, of the Swiss
Reformer BULLINGER, which was published in 1780, by the Rev.
ERASMUS MIDDLETON, M.A., during his EDITORSHIP of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. It appeared in his great work, Biographia Evangeliro.EDITOR of the "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."]
This excellent divine was born the eighteenth of July, 1504, at
Bremgarten, a small town on the frontiers of the canton of Zurick,
in Switzerland. His father was a man of considerable fortune; but
brought up his children as if he had been in indigent circumstances.
He sent this son, at twelve years of age, to a good school at E=eric,
in the duchy of Cleves, where he studied the classics under Mosellanus.
His father only gave him a suit of cloaths, when he sent him to this
school, where he continued three years, and maintained himself by
what he got in singing from door to door. He was put to such streights
by his father, to make him one day more sensible of the prayers of the
poor.
BulIinger had a mind to turn Carthusian when he went to Emmeric.
Tessier says, he resolved to turn Carthusiau, when he had made an
end of his studies. He would have been of that order, but his elder
brother dissuaded him from it.
At fifteen years of age he was sent to Cologne, where he applied
himself more earnestly to classical learning, because he began to perceive
the barbarous manner in which philosophy was then taught. In 1520,
he even wrote five dialogues against the school·divines. The two first
attacked those divines directly: The two following were an apology
for Reuchlin against Pipericorne, a converted Jew: And the title of
the fifth was Promorotes: But they were not print.ed.
Bullinger continued at Cologne till 1522, and the nature of his
studies there disposed him to forsake the Romish co=union, as soon
as occasiOli offered. He is said to have been converted by the writings
of Melancthon. In 1523, he passed some months at his father's house.
and was invited by the abbot of Cappel to teach in his convent. It
was an abbey of the Cistercian order near Zurick; and that order was
founded, in 1098, by Robert, abbot of Citeaux in France. Bullinger
discharged his duty with great reputation, till 1527, at this convent,
when he became the chief instrument of establishing the Reformation
of Zuinglius there. It does not appear, that Bullinger was a clergyman
in the communion of the see of Rome: And it is expressly remarked,
that he performed no manner of Roman·catholic function in the abbey
of La Cappel. 'His religion was entirely pure; nor had he any share
in the monastic vows, or order, habit, singing, choir, or any other
popish superstition.'
Zuinglius, assisted by Oecolampadius and Bucer, had established
the doctrir e of evangelical truth, at Zurick, in 1523. Bnllinger attended
the lectures of Zuinglius at Zurick, five months, in 1527; which occa-
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siol'ed him to renew his study of the Greek language, and to begin
that of the Hebrew. He preached publickly by a mission from the
synod; and, in 1528, he accompanied Zuinglius at the famous dispute
that was held at Bern.
In 1529, when he was in the twenty-fifth year of his age, he was
made pastor of the Reformed at Bremgarten. He was scarce quietly
settled in his church, with regard to those of the Romish communion,
when he was engaged in disputes with the Anabaptists: But he disputed
publicly against them, and wrote several books in which he confuted
their erroneous opiDions. The same year, he married Anne Adlischwiler,
by whom he had many children.
The victory obtained by the Catholic cantons over the Reformed, in
1531, obliged Bullinger to forsake his country, together with his father,
brother, and colleague. He retired to Zurick, and there had the honor
to fill the place vacant by the death of Zuinglius.
Bullinger has been rudely called an apostate, and a married priest;
which is false, and Sirnler has shewn the contrary. He edified the
church of Zurick, by his preaching and writings. He was obliged to
refute the boasts and impertinencies of John Faber, who had been the
principal antagonist of Zuinglius: But Bullinger shewed him, that
the goodness of a religion was not to be judged of by the good or bad
success of a battle.
From that time, Bullinger was employed in several ecclesiastical
negociations, by which Bucer labored to reconcile the Zuinglians and
the Lutherans. Bullinger conducted himself in such a manner, that
no suspicion was entertained of him; and, in 1536, he shewed, that
the love of concord should never bring him to promote a formulary,
that was captious and contrary to sound words.
In 1538, the magistrates of Zurick, by his persuasion, erected a new
college; . and he also prevailed with them to build, in a place that
had formerly been a nunnery, a new school, in which fifteen youths
were trained up under an able master, and supplied with all necessaries.
It has been observed that Erasmus may be justly censured' for his
weakness in flattering a party, whose sentiments and conduct he in
many things disapproved; and in finding fault with those, whom
upon the whole he resembled much more than he did their adversaries.
But he died in a friendly and charitable disposition towards Pellicanus
and Bullinger, two Protestant divines.' He had been at variance with
the former: But he makes honorable mention of the latter. We are
told this by Rodolph Hospinian, one of the greatest Authors of Switzerland, who, in 1576, formed the history of the errors of Popery, to
shew the Romapists that they vainly boast of the conformity of their
doctrines with antiquity.
. Bullinger wrote Borne books every year, and particularly one against
Luther in 1545. The Switz churches had kept a long silence, notwithstanding Luther wrote in a very passionate manner against their
doctrine concerning the Sacrament: At last it was thought fit to
answer hi.m in his life-time, lest, if it was deferred till after his death,
34
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occasion might be given to BOme disadvantageous surmises. Besides,
it was thought, that a very vigorous answer would make Luther more
moderate for the future, and prevent his abusing that respect which
was shewn him. Bullinger, who advised silence, was the man charged
with the business of answering him, and he acquitted himself worthily:
For the Switzers thought, that though Luther had deserved exceeding
well of the church, he wanted moderation in his writings. But it is
an idle tale, that Luther, who died about tbis time, should break his
heart with vexation, because he could not answer Bullinger's apology.
'The landgrave of Hesse, who knew that people complained of the church
of Zurick on account of these insults, informed Bullinger of it, who
wrote an apologetic letter to him in the name of his colleagues. In
1549, Bullinger and Calvin drew up a formulary of the conformity of
faith between the church of Zurick, and that of Geneva.
Bullinger's Decads were held in high estimation by the Reformed,
Archbishop Whitgift, in full convocation, 1586, procured an order to
be made, that every minister of a certain standing should procure a
copy of them, read one of the sermons contained in them every week,
and makes notes of the principal matter contained in the course of
reading. A greater testimony of the excellence and utility of any
man's work can scarcely be conceived. Zanchius, in a letter to
Bullinger, mentions with high commendation Bullinger's book De
origine erroris, and relates an anecdote of Montallinus a monk, who was
burnt at Rome for the cause of truth, that the said good man, before
Zanchius had seen the tract, persuaded him earnestly to peruse it;
adding, that, if it could not be had upon other terms, he might esteem
it a good bargain, to pluck out his right eye for the purchase, and to
read it with his left. I soon bought the book, says Zanchius, without
losing my eyes; and found it the delight of my soul.
The same year Bullinger alledged so many reasons against renewing
the alliance to which Henry n. of Frauce courted the Switz, that the
proposition was rejected. One of his reasons was, "That it was not
just for a man to let himself to hire, to kill those who have done him
no injury." , I shall not examine, (says Bayle) whether Bullinger was
in the wrong or no, as to the republic of Switzerland: I shall only say,
that I do not see what answer can be made him, as to private persons
who enlist themselves voluntarily to kill the allies of their country.'
The Switz cantons sacrifice the lives of their subjects in the quarrels
of other nations, and hire their troops to both parties, one of which
must have an unjust cause. It may agree with state policy; but it
is contradictory to moral honesty. The government of this country,
which in many cantons lodges the supreme power in the hands of men
of little understanding and small experience, is calculated entirely
for mutual defence and union, and unequal to any great undertaking.
The difference of religion is another obstacle to the extending their
dominions. Besides, every canton and ally are in some sort constitutionally an independent state; from whence it is obvious, that the
councils of the republic must be weak, slow, and divided. And to
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this it may be imputed, that, although the Swiss are numerous and
brave, they have made little other use of their valor, than to let it
out to foreign princes and states. The Switzers, as at this day, preserved their liberty without attempting the oppression of any. They
sold their troops to their most opulent neighbors. They were themselves poor, ignorant of the sciences, and of all the arts which luxury
introduces; but they were wise and happy. Zuinglius, and the other
Reformers of that country, had the same scruples as Bullinger.
In 1551, Bullinger wrote a book to shew that the council of Trent
had no other design than to oppress the truth; and that no regard
should be had to the pope's invitation to the cantons, to send deputies
there. In 1553, he wrote to Calvin about Servetus, and said, "the
Lord has given the magistrates of Geneva a fair opportunity of clearing themselves and the church from heresy, by delivering Servetus
into their hands." And in 1555, he proved a very good friend to
Bernard Ochinus, who subscribed the confession of faith of the church
of Zurick, and was called to be minister of the Italian church that was
formed there, where he officiated till 1563, when he was expelled for
-publishing some dialogues which favored polygamy. Most of the
argnments, which have been since used on this subject, have been
taken from him. Ochinus was unsound in the faith respecting other
things, and easily fell into a scheme, which favors the lust and licentiousness of fallen nature. Beza answered him; and the Elder
Spanheirn has concisely confuted Ochinus's opinion in his Dubia
Evangelica.
This good man was a great friend to the English refugees in the time
of Q. Mary, for which we find many of them expressing their most
grateful acknowledgements. Bullinger afterwards diligently employed
himself in defending the Reformation for several years; and, 1561,
his dispute began with Brentius, about the doctrine of ubiquity.
Bullinger published a book, wherein he shewed, that. Jesus Christ,
as to his human nature, is no where but in heaven, at the right-hand of
GOD. Brentius answered it, like a zealous Ubiquitarian; and the
contest continued two years.
He also opposed, in the same year, the blasphemies of Blandrata
against the divinity of Christ. "If Christ (says he, in a letter to prince
Radzivil) be not co-equal and co-eternal with the Father, he is not
Jehovah; and, in that case, cannot be the head, nor saviour, nor
high·priest of the church for eternity_ Thus our faith would be vain,
and we should have a worse hope than either Turks or J ews_"
In 1564, Bullinger lost his wife, by whom he had six sons, and five
daughters. She died of the plague; as also did three of their daughters,
who were all married to ministers of Zurick; to Hulric Zuinglius,
son of the Reformer Zuinglius; to Lewis Lavator; and to J osias
Simler: The second died the same year as her mother, and the other
two in 1565. As for the sons, three of them died young; two were
ministers; and another died in France, in the troops of the prince of
Orange, in 1569. Their father would never marry a second wife, for
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which he was blamed. He was sixty years of age when his wife died:
Was not that a sufficient excuse for not marrying again 1 He made
no doubt that GOD permitted the ministers of the gospel to marry
a second time; but he always said the first was still living in his heart.
In 1571, Bullinger wrote against the last will and testament of
'Brentius, which was published at Wittenberg, for the purpose of forewarning all states not to allow the Zuinglians a toleration. The same
year, the national synod of Rochel condemned those, who rejected the
words substance, and substantially, in speaking of the Eucharist. The
.ministers of Zurick were of opinion, that they were condemned by that
canon; and they wrote to Beza concerning it, who answered, by order
of the synod, that it did not point at them. However, Bullinger
represented to Beza, that the expressions of the decree ought to be so
altered, that no one might think there was any difference of opinion
between the churches. That letter of Bullinger was effectual; for, in
1572, the synod of Nismes gave all the explications that the church of
Zurick could require. The ministers of Zurick took upon them what
concerned the fundamentals of doctrine, and left Bullinger only the
trouble of answering what related to himself. His last work was an
answer, which he made in 1575, to the apology for the will of Brentius,
composed by J ames Andrews. He exceeded his usual bounds in this
piece, and severely ridiculed his adversary. As that was the last
piece of his works, this was the last year of his life.
In 1575, he relapsed into a severe disease, which had attacked him
for three months in the year before; but, though his pains were
excruciating, he never appeared impatient or unresigned, either by
word or gesture, but prayed the more fervently. In the intervals of
ease, he discoursed very pleasantly with his friends. He said, at one
time, " If the Lord will make any farther use of me and of my ministry
in his church, I shall willingly obey him; but if he shall please (as I
much desire) to take me out of this miserable life, I shall exceedingly
rejoice; so I shall be delivered from a wretched age, to go to my Saviour
Christ. Socrates was glad when his death approached; because, as
he thought, he should go to Homer, Hesiod, and other learned men,
whom he supposed he should meet with in the other world. How
much more do I rejoice, who am sure that I shall see my Saviour Christ,
the saints, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and all the holy men, who
have lived from the beginning of the world 1 Since, I, say, I am sure
to see them, and to partake of their joys; why should not I willingly
die, to be a sharer in their eternal society and glory 1" He took his
leave of the ministers and other friends with tears, which, he said,
proceeded not from fear of death, but as Paul's, from his great love to
them; having made before them a declaration of his faith. He
desired the magistrates, whom he thanked for all their kindness to
him, to appoint Ralph Gualter to be his successor. On the day he
died he was much in prayer, repeating the fifty-first, the sixteenth,
and forty-second Psalms. He departed on the seventeenth of September, 1575. He was seventy-one years of age at his death, and
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had exercised his ministry during forty-three years. His funeral
oration was made by John Stuccius: His life was wrote by J osias
Simler: And his memory was celebrated, in different kinds of verse,
by several hands. He was beloved by all good men, and particularly
by doctor Hooper, bishop of Gloucester, who was martyred in 1555.
Bullinger was Author of a great many books: His printed WORKS
make ten volumes: And he wrote several others that are preserved
in manuscript.

SetllUlnl> an1J fjl.otel> of Sermons.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR, ON LORD'S-DAY EVENING,
AUGUST 4TH, 1912.

" But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever sat
down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till Hil
enemies be made His footstool."-HEB. x. 12, 13.

h will be within the memory of one or two here this evening that I
spoke on these verses and the context twenty-six years ago. We have
to say on reflection and continued meditation, that the passage is
as fresh to-night as of old time. This is a consolation to us, " For
the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword," it cannot return to the Lord powerless or empty,
it must produce the appointed fruit, and He will receive His own with
usury. We are confident He means what He says, " My word . . .
shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."
This word is a very weighty one. We do not know whether the
writer of this Epistle was the Apostle Paul, or whether the Holy
Ghost chose some other penman as His instrument. We take all
these blessed books as the will of God. He giveth no account of
His matters. He often speaks without enlarging on a point, but
if we wait simply and humbly and trustingly, He will make it
acceptable to our hearts. "This Man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever sat down on the right hand of God."
There are three contrasts in this verse taking it in connection with
the preceding verse, "And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins." One is that the priests of the old dispensation
under the law offered many sacrifices, Christ offered but one, the
perfect sacrifice of Himself, the Lamb of God, pleasing and acceptable to God. Secondly, His sacrifice was final, whereas there was
no finality to the sacrifices offered by the priests-what had been
offered on the previous day must be offered again the next day~on
tinuously, thus showing the uncertainty and unfinality of the sacrifices
under the law; but Christ" offered one sacrifice for sins for ever."
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Thirdly, the Lord Jesus "sat down" in contrast to the priests who
stood ministering at the brazen altar. "This man "-the Holy
Ghost uses the word One---it was no mere man but the Unspeakable
One Himself-" after He had offered one sacrifice for sins "-there
was no predecessor in that sacrifice and no successor-and here there
is a difficulty in the pointing, and there is an uncertainty in the mind of
the English reader what the punctuation should be, but we will not
enter into that to-night, except to say that the one sacrifice was effectual
in its blessed results for ever; it needed and needs no addition, it was
final, the one sacrifice of the Lamb of God Himself. The legal priests
did not offer themselve<l, on that point I would lay great emphasis.
They used the lives of others, beasts of the earth, and shed their blood
for sin, and the Holy Ghost tells us of the want of efficacy of those
sacrifices: "For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sin" (v. 4). Therefore all the sacrifices that the
Law officers offered to take away sin were ineffectual; there was no
finality in them, but Jesus Christ said when He offered Himself, " It
is finished," and He bowed His head and dismissed His spirit. I hope
by the grace of God many of my dear hearers this evening believe it
with all the heart--that heart that God has given them, the right
heart, the new heart of His own giving. Oh, dear friends, do you
respond to my question: Have you that description of heart that
God delights in 1 the heart of a believer, humble, most humble, one
who takes the last and lowest place 1 Oh, to be of the happy number
of those who take the lowest place, who are dependent wholly on the
sovereign grace of the living God.
" But this Man ~fter He had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever
sat down on the right hand of God." I do not accept the responsibility
of dogmatizing about the punctuation one way or the other. God
knoweth and will defend the humble judgment of the diligent seeker.
Meditate prayerfully and ask the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I would
have your minds made up, not by man. The punctuation, verses,
chapters, and the headings are man's work. All these things are
capable of an explanation, and I count those happy who are
humble, and submit themselves to God's will, and wait. There is
a day coming, which I call the day of light. All difficulties are to
disappear oil that day; all these difficulties, many and great, will be
cleared away-the hidden meaning of many passages of God's holy Word
which we now wait to have opened to us are to be as light as the
noonday sun. For we have His sure promise that what we do not know
now, we shall know hereafter. Leave therefore to God's own" hereafter" the time and settlement of these points which are details we
can wait to have explained to us in God's appointed time. "But
this Man" in contrast to the priests who stood, " sat down "-where 1
Not on earth, but in the heaven of heavens, at the right hand of God
on high. And He is contented to wait, and is waiting, and calls into
fellowship with Himself His believing people on earth. He calls into
fellowship with Himself the lowly humble heart, for He is " meek and
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lowly in heart" now, for you are wrong if you limit that passage to
His earthly days. He took that heart with Him from earth, when He
ascended up on high, leading captivity captive, and sat down
according- to His Father's express command, which we find in Ps. ex. :
"The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand," that
is, after He had stood for over thirty years-all through His
humiliation on earth. He stood always awaiting His Father's
will and fulfilling it to the minutest detail. To do always those
things that pleased His Father was the rule of His daily life,
momentarily, from day to day-always. And He took no seat on
earth, no throne at the hands of man, but waited till His work was
a finished one, till His Father bade Him come up higher, and He
went up until He disappeared from the sight of His disciples-till He
appeared in His Father's sight to receive the blessed effects of His long,
patient, and finished work, and His Father said, "Sit Thou at My
right hand," and He forthwith took His seat. And so far as offering
sacrifice for sins He has never risen officially from His seat to this
day. He for ever is seated regarding sacrifice for sin-that is never
to be repeated, nor is it to be added to. Nothing could be added to it,
it was the perfect sacrifice of God's perfect Son. Dear fellow sinners,
implicitly rest on the finished work of the Lamb of God; it is so sweet
to believe" It is finished." We know it is so. God has said it. Men
may try to upset it, and scorn it, and contradict it, and be very learned
in their arguments, but they cannot unsay what God has said. Listen
to the words the Lord Jesus addressed to His Father: "I have finished
the work which Thou gavest Me to do," and we are resting-are we ?
_-now, on this Lord's·day evening, on the Lord's finished work. Do
we look on that Beloved One Who stood before His Father without
spot or blemish, as all our salvation aud all our desire? Eternally
and thrice blessed are the people who are in such a case, who have this
God for ever as their God.
He " sat down "-so think of Him as seated so far as sacrifice for
sin is concerned-" on the right hand of God," the highest position of
honour and advaucement that heaven affords, at the right hand of
the Father. Oh, yes, He is satisfied with His Son and rests in His
love. That too is the ouly safe resting-place for poor sinners. Reject
all others, they are hindrances. He teacheth us to trust and not be
afraid. All slavish fear He drives away and bids us rest in His love,
as He Himself does. In one of the pEOphets we read, "He will
rest in His love" (Zeph. iii. 17), that is, in the objects and purposes
of His love, the whole Gospel scheme of His love. It is all summed up
in that one word, Love. In the beginning of love it is He, and in the
perfecting of Love it is He, Who changeth not, but is "the same
yesterday and to-day and for ever."
We delight to think of Him as seated at His Father's right hand
to-night, while we His humble people are gathered in this bnilding
for simple worship. We are waiting on Him to bless UB with the
blessing He only can give, Who made us His and is still keeping UB.
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Let us dwell much on His keeping power. "Kept by the power
of God " to be wholly Hi&-His servants. "His servants shall serve
Him." Their gifts are according to the will of God, gifts large or·
small as the case may be, but to be used simply and always as God
appoints. Eternity is the place where God wills to receive the worship
of His people. Are you waiting to realize that? Wait on, according
to the Scripture which promises you all supplies for use by the way
till the last petition escapes from your lips, and that will probably
be leaving to the Lord to keep His word to the very end. He will keep
His word. He always does. He is truth. All truth is His and He
speaks it-as He sees good. Oh, be humble, be poor, and needy at
His feet and receive His gifts as He, for Christ's sake, vouchsafes to
give them to you. You have the knowledge that it says in His Word :
" I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me." What a
profession for any of us to be able to make with propriety and truth!
"He thinketh upon me." You may be poor, very poor, and getting
poorer in your estimation of yourself, but as the Word is eternally
true, He will not leave you nor forsake you, nor put you off with a
small blessing. He gives with both hands. We think of Him just
before His ascension when He lifted up His hands in blessing on the
little company of the poor remaining Apostles, and as He blessed them
He was parted from them and sscended ever upwards till He passed
from their sight. And they still looked up till they were arrested by
the heavenly messengers, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
up into heaven?" They were devoutly looking up as believers only
could look. Their thoughts were centering on the receding Form of
their adorable Master Who was taken from their head that day. But
all was well, they were assured, and they went back to Jerusalem with
. praiseful hearts. He was about to take His seat on the highest throne
at God's right hand. "From henceforth expecting till His enemies
were made His footstool." So He is expecting, looking for something;
on His Father's faithful word He looks for it, and what is it? The
Father is making a "footstool" for His beloved Son. He has now been
for ages engaged thus, but the time is getting short. The millenniums
are running out and becoming fewer, and we are in the sixth, and the
last century of that. What the counsel of the Lord Jehovah may be
is not for us to dogmatize, nor say what it will be. We can humbly
wait His appointed time. "My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all My pleasure," and that is just what He is doing to-night; and He
was doing His pleasure when He placed His beloved Son at His right
hand, and what does that imply? All that is in heaven is His, and
all that is destined to be His, will be His. Only a little time! Do
you believe implicitly what God says? "He that shall come, will
come and will not tarry." Dwell on that till you have it deep down
in your heart, placed and kept there by the Spirit. "My words shall
not pass away." Heaven and earth shall pass away with a great noise,
but My words-the Word He has spoken and by which He abides in
the helwen of heaven&-all shall come to pass whether men believe,
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or reject; or deride them, or not. The faith of God's elect is a precious
thing. It may be a small thing but it goes a long way, and says "Let
God be true." .That is the language of faith. May God enlarge that
gift in many a heart here to-night. May He enable you to lay hold on
these things, nothing doubting. But whether doubts mingle with the
faith of God's elect, or not, God will keep His word; nothing shall be
wanting.
Just as the first verse of our text is truth, the living truth of the
living God, and it abideth, that Jesus Christ" after He had offered
one sacrifice for sins," only one-the perfect one-" sat down on the
right hand of God" never to leave that seat to resume that work,
so the second verse is awfully true also, "From henceforth expecting
till His enemies be made His footstool." They are all but under His
feet now! Do you remember in one of the ancient wars of Israel the
command came forth from Joshua, regarding the five kings who had·
engaged in the war: "Put your feet upon the necks of these kings,"
and the .conquerors placed their feet accordingly on the necks of those
kings and they were all doomed to destruction. So there is a terrible
ordeal yet in store for the enemies of Christ and of His Father, and they
are to be made-it is God's infallible word-the footstool of Christ,
they are to be put under His feet. May none of those here ever know
what the reality of that will be. And this He is expecting-these are
what Christ's true and holy thoughts are as He is seated on the right
hand of His Father, and ours. "From henceforth expecting "-still
and always until the end comes and His enemies are made His footstool.
Oh, may this thought be with us and may we learn to tremble. They
do well who tremble when God speaks these terrible true things from
which He will not go back. All will be fulfilled both as to the saved and
the unsaved. It is all there in His unalterable Word. He means what
He says. Tremble-tremble! He will do all His purpose and pleasure.
We leave Him to do His will. He is righteous in all His works and
ways and thoughts. And the day is coming when all His loved and
redeemed ones shall sing the song of the Lamb, " Just and true are
Thy ways, Thou King of saints . . . For Thou only art holy" (Rev.
xv. 3, 4). Is there a sinner here to-night yet in his sins! What are
your thoughts about coming judgment! It is coming-eoming fast.
Things around tell us s()--they are being shaken-that is His word.
" Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven," and
God can shake abiding things to their foundations, to their destruction!
And He means what He says when He says He will shake earth and
heaven. Oh, dear friends, by grace-sovereign, discriminating, and
enabling grace-rest in God's Word-upon God's sure Word-His
awfully sure Word. God, Who always means what He says and never
goes back, jot or tittle-not by the alteration of a letter, not even the
smallest letter-on a word of His spoken truth. He will stand by His
counsel and keep and magnify His Word in the heaven of heavens.
Rest humbly and intelligently on the Lord Jesus. Rest in Him, that
Blessed One.. Praise God continually. Is His salvation all your
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desire? Is it all your comfort? all your peace? and are you satisfied
when you think how much it cost? How it cost that gentle, dear
Lamb of God all the woes due to your sins? He drank of the cursecup to the very dregs. He left not a drop for any redeemed elect
vessel, of His mercy. The cup He gives them is a cup of salvation
-yesterday and to-day and for ever-the everlasting salvation! Yes,
drink that cup with a praiseful, thankful heart, dear fellow·believer,
and give God,-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,-all the glory and all
the praise, evermore.
======

"THE VOICE OF THE BIRD."
" Immediately the cock crew."-JoHN lI.""Vrn. 27.
How remarkably birds are connected in the Word of God with almost
every phase of Christian life and experience. They are connected
with our value in our heavenly Father's sight, with temptation, with old
age, with God's chosen nation, the Jews; and repeatedly they are
referred to to illustrate the Lord's care, providence, and forethought
for His beloved people.
We cannot touch on every mention of birds in the inspired Word.
Let us first compare Matthew x. 29 with Lnke xii. 6, 7. Jesus Himself
is speaking, speaking to His disciples of an every·day occurrence.
In Matthew's gospel the question is, " Are not two sparrows sold for
a farthing?" They were cheap because common. Yet not one can
" fall" without" your Father's" knowledge. In Lnke's gospel even
a cheaper rate is given: "Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings?
and not one of them is forgotten before God." Truly not, when He
could take note of the odd one" thrown in." Two for a farthing was
cheap, but five for two farthings was cheaper. Yet the Lord Jesus
took count of the extra one. Man's bargaining propensity seems
suggested by that fifth sparrow. Man cared more about making
his money than he cared about the life of a tiny bird-he would put
one in for nothing! But Jesus picked that one out to preach a sermon
from it! "Not one of them is forgotten before God." "Even the
very hairs of your 4ead are all numbered"; for, " Ye are of more value
than many sparrows." This is our loving Lord's assurance as to our
value-our" very hairs are all numbered."
We may place beside this passage, Luke xxi. 18-the promise as to
our safety: "There shall not a hair of your head perish." How
precious these truths to the child of God. The love that remembers a
falling sparrow will never fail or forget His sons and daughters. We
" are of more value than many" birds. But the nest is of value too
in His sight. Have you ever noticed those few wonderful words in the
old Levitical law: "If a bird's nest chance to be before thee in the
way" (Deut. xxii. 6)? What marvellous, what far·reaching, what
infinite love, to take cognizance of such a seeming trifle. Only a
bird's nest! Yet it has found its place in the Bible, and the Lord has
found it a place in His laws. We are reminded of Ps. lxxxiv. 3. What
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lovely "house" both "the sparrow" and "the swallow" have
found for" a nest." So that we may almost say that the birds are
closely connected with our very worship and praise. How often the
beauty and gladness of nature, including the sweet bird voices, have
led us to lift our whole hearts in thanksgiving to GO,d for the brightness
around us. Have you never gone out into the gardeu early on a lovely
summer morning, and praised because you had to praise 1 The birds
led, and you followed, because you could not help it. And verily how
much we have to praise Him for; for past, present, and future mercies.
Well may we try to reckon these up, but ever will they be beyond our
arithmetical ability. They are absolutely numberless. And if even
the little birds choose the house of God to build their nests in safely,
how much more do we His children love and return to, again and again,
the courts of the Lord. We too love His house of prayer; we too are
safe in seeking its shelter and its services. For there we "seek the
Lord and His strength"; there we are built up in Him by His Spirittaught ministers, while we learn more about Him and try to show forth
all His praise. And there, too, we should try to persuade others to
come with us.
What can we learn from the sad fall of Peter under temptation 1
It was a little thing that, humanly speaking, brought about this fallthe voice of a woman. But it was a smaller thing that brought him
to tears of repentance-the voice of a bird.: "Immediately the cock
crew." Peter was self-confident, self·sufficient. He needed to know
his own utter weakness. John, we are told, "brought in " Peter to
"the palace of the high priest." Would he have done so had he fore·
seen what it would involve! In comparing the accounts given by
John and Luke, we find that though Peter was thereby brought into
temptation (John xviii. 15-27), he was also thereby brought under
Christ's" look" (Luke xxii. 61). In verse 56 of the latter chapter we
are told that" a certain maid . . . looked upon him." Under that
look he fell terribly. In verse 61 we are told tbat "the Lord turned
. and looked upon Peter "-under tbat look he wept bitterly. Thus
John was tbe instrument used to bring Peter nearer to Jesus; near
enough to see that loving overwbelming look. Outside, tbe temptation
migbt have reached bim, but not the look. It was only inside the
palace of the high priest that the searcbing gaze of intense questioning
and longing love from the Saviour's eyes could have appealed to His
servant's heart. At first" Peter followed afar off." But John brought
him within the limits of that look of love. It is noticeable, that of
tbe four evangelists, only John tells us of tbat tlu'ice-repeated question
-after His resurrection-" Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me 1 "
John and Peter were togetber wben Peter denied, saying, "I know
not tbe Man"; they were again together wben Peter said, "Lord,
Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest tbat I love Thee." And
probably Peter was the first of wbom Jesus "was seen" after His
resurrection. Even before Mary. Tbere is nothing in the Word to
contradict this. Luke xxiv. 34 and 1 Cor. xv. 5 lead us to suppose it.
3
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"The Lord . . . appeared to Simon." We are not told where or
when-a sacred silence shrouds that somewhat sad and strangely
solemn scene, but we know that they met. That was a private inter,.
view-their first after Peter's denial and his Saviour's death and
resurrection. Another public meeting is fully described (John xxi.).
It was before others that Peter had denied his Lord; before others he
must confess Him. And is there not unspeakable comfort in the fac&
that the first, and with one exception-that of J ames-the only
Christian name mentioned in that grand resurrection chapter, the
fifteenth of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, is the name of Peter ~
In that longest sweetest chapter in all the epistles, he is first singled
out as having seen Jesus; "He was seen of Gephas, then of the twelve"
(vu. 5-7). Peter had to tell that he had seen Him (Luke xxiv. 34)that fact was too precious to keep secret. He could not tell what
had passed between them-that was too secret to be proclaimed.
We may learn for ourselves the following two precious lessons from
Peter's fall. First, that when we are tempted, our Lord is still near
us; close at hand to strengthen and support us; loving us notwi&hstanding our sins and falls. And secondly, that in our dealings with
others, when we make what seem to be mistakes, if we have spoken or
acted with a single eye to His glory, really desiring to be used in His
service, the Lord both can and will overrule our blunders. In the end
He will bring good out of them, and greater glory and gain to His own
cause. For not only has the Lord atoned for our sins, He has also
arranged for our mistakes. He is before, beside, and behind His own
people. "Thou preparest . . . before me "; "Thou art with me " ;
"Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me" (Ps. xxiii.). He is
" before" to prepare, and thus prosper our plans. He is "with" us
moment by moment to lead, uphold, comfort, and forgive. And He
" follows" us. Have you not often given thanks for this! He is as
incessantly behind as He is before .and beside. Following, to cover
up our sins; to undo and overcome our errors; to complete and
perfect our ill-performed commencements. Oh! if we do not realize
His going after as well as in front of us-His feeble foolish followerswe are well-nigh overwhelmed by fears and remorse for all the muddles
and miseries we so often manage to make. Aye! truly may we give
thanks that the mistakes as well as the sins of the believer are under
the blood, not only atoned but arranged for. Because however
intensely we long to serve "with both hands earnestly," we are so
full of sin and failure, that we need His perpetual cleansing. "And
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son, cleanseth us from all sin."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CoNYERS BOWER.
in the promise God has spoke,
In all things ordered well for thee;
Whose sacred Word He'll ne'er revoke,
Nor alter His profound decree.-Kent.
REST
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THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE, OCTOBER, 1912.
THE following is the text of the circular, just issued by Mr. Ormiston :The Forty-ninth Annual Clifton Conference to be held (God willing)
at the Victoria Rooms, on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 1st and
2nd. Subject:"THE PERSONAL ApPEARING OF CHRIST."
Tuesday, October 1st, at 11.0 a.m. and 7.0 p.m., " As Predicted in
the Word." Wednesday, October 2nd, at 11.0 a.m. and 7.0 p.m., " AA
Realized in the Promised Advent Glory." Thursday, October 3rd,
at 7.0 p.m., Conference Sermon and Lord's Supper, at St. Mary-Ie-Port
Church, City.
SOME SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.
" And GOD shall wipe awaYI'll tears from their eyes" (Rev. xxi. 4).
" And there shall be no/more curse" (Rev. xxii. 3).
"Thine eyes shall see the KING in His beauty" (Isa. xxxiii. 17).
"'I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with THY likeness" (P•. xvii.
15).
" The former things are passed away" (Rev. xxi. 4).
" That there should be Time no longer" (Rev. x. 6).
" Behold, I shew you a Mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed" (1 Cor. xv. 51).
" So shall we ever be with the LORD" (1 Thess. iv. 17).
" FATHER, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
given Me; for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world"
(Jno. xvii. 24).
" For this we say unto you by the Word of the LORD, that we which
are alive, and remain unto the Coming of the LORD, shall not prevent
[Gr. go before] them which are asleep" (1 Thess. iv. 15).
" For the LORD HIMSELF shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of GOD: and the
dead in CHRIST shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain,
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the LORD
in the air: and so shall we ever be WITH THE LORD. Wherefore
comfort one another WITH THESE WORDS" (1 Thess. iv. 16-18).
3, BERKELEY SQUARE,
CLIFTON, BRISTOL, August, 1912.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,After a regretted interval of nearly two years, I have now the honoured
privilege to invite you, in our heaveuly Master's Name, to meet at
CLIFTON during the approaching Autumn, for the usual undenominational CONFERENCE of BELIEVERS.
It has been very gratifying to me to receive from various Christian
friends expressions of loving hope that we might thus assemble, as of
old, in His Holy NAME. My bodily infirmities would naturally lead
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me to shrink from the responsibility of undertaking the onerous duties
connected with our CONFERENCE, but I know that your believing
intercessions will not be lacking on my behalf that our gracious
Covenant GOD will be pleased to honour His exceeding great and
precious Promises--all which are" Yea, and Amen, in CHRIST JESUS."
We are living, Brethren beloved, in momentous times, and the
warning cry has filled the air of late with unmistakable portents of
His blessed approach. "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every
eye shall see Him" (Rev. i. 7). Those clouds are not to be darkness
and gloom, for the prophetic Word declares, " And it shall come to
pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: but it
shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day nor night:
but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light" (Zech.
xiv. 6, 7). It may be that the redeemed are about to pass into that
experience of preparation, or readiness, that, when He verily appears
in THE GLORY, He shall be SEEN AS HE IS (1 Jno. iii. 2), in all His beauty.
" As HE is," beloved Brethren, not as we at our best have thought,
and dearly loved to think, of Him; for the sure Word has declared,
'.' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which GOD hath prepared for them that love Him "
(1 Cor. ii. 9). The earnest desire of the saints for His glorious appearing
may thus well grow exceedingly, and as the Holy Word implies, it
shall be instrumentally " hastened."
One more spiritual CONFERENCE granted to us by the LORD, and the
heavenward cry-unitedly, believingly, and plaintively utteredmay appeal to the heart of the COMING ONE to respond to the hopes
of His believing people,-" Make haste, my BELOVED, and be THOU
like to a roe, or to a young hart, upon the mountains of spices" (Song
of Sol. viii. 14).
GOD willing, we shall meet in the VICTORIA ROOMS, CLIFTON, on
TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1st and 2nd next, to confer in
devout and humble dependence on the promised guidance of the
HOLY SPffiIT, upon
" THE PERSONAL APPEARING OF CHRIST; "
(a) As ANTICIPATED BY FAITH IN THE WORD;
(b) As REALIZED IN THE PROMISED ADVENT GLORY.
The Promise of His coming for the Church for which He shed His
precious blood is the central topic of the vast subject of our two days
of anticipated CONFERENCE. The time is short, and His warning Word
is, " Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so .much the more as
ye see the Day approaching" (Heb. x. 25). Let us, then, meet once
more, if He will, and believingly commune ·together in His adorable
Name upon the blessed things of the Coming Kingdom. He has
promised us the presence and guidance of the HOLY SPffiIT, and that
is certainly enough. But His love is moreover pledged to us, and that
as a living bond will enable us to anticipate the fulness of the coming
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bliss. Oh! what will it be to be there in the heavenly glory-with
HIM Whom our souls supremely love, and see Him face to face !-ffYf
evermore!
Let us give ourselves, then, in fervent prayer from this time to the
date of our happy CONVENTION, that a special blessing may come down
upon ourselves and our dear friends who propose, God willing, to be
at the Meetings in October next.
May I also beg you will supplicate that grace and guidance may be
granted me in the prospect of the CONFERENCE, and throughout all
its proceedings, that our heavenly FATHER may be richly glorified?
Affectionately yours in CHRIST JESUS,
J AMES ORMISTON,
Ream of St. Mary-le-Port.
NOTES.
1. PRELIMINARY PRAYER MEETINGS.-0ur local friends will kindly
note that MEETINGS for PRAYER will be held at the VICTORIA ROOMS
(D.V.) on two FRIDAy EVENINGS preceding the Conference, at 7.30
o'clock, viz., September 13th and 20th; and at MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH
ROOMS on FRIDAY EVENING, September 27th, at 7.30. There will
also be a MEETING for PRAYER on MONDAY EVENING, September 30th,
at 7.30 o'clock, at the VICTORIA ROOMS, to ask the Lord's blessing on
ourselves and others, and that, as the fruit of the Conference, God's
work in us and through us may be abundantly prospeted.
2. EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS.-AN EARLY MORNING
PRAYER MEETING (at 7.0 o'clock) will be held at the VICTORIA ROOMS
on each of the two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be
closed not later than 8.0 a.m. The presence of the Lord's" remembrancers" at these meetings is specially desired.
3. BmLE READINGS.-A BmLE READING will be conducted at 3.0
o'clock on TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY (Particulars her/JIJ.fter).
4. AFTERNOON MEETINGs.-The intervals (3 to 5) between the
principal meetings Will be devoted to BIBLE READINGS, HOME AND
FOREIGN MISSIONARY ADDRESSES, and to other efforts for the furtherance of the LORD'S WORK throughout the world.
5. REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING must in all cases be
authentieated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous communic':ltions oonnot, f&r obvi(}US reas&nS, be TlXognized. The name of
the sender will, of course, be treated confidentially. All communications should be addressed :-" To the CONVENER of the Clifton Conference, 3, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol."
6. THE LORD'S SUPPER.-At 7.0 o'clock on THURSDAY EVENING,
October 3rd, a SPECIAL COMMUNION SERVICE will be held, and the
CONFERENCE SERMON preached, at St. Mary-le-Port Church, City,
by the Rev. W. T. TURPIN, M.A.
7. HYMN BooKs.-Copies of the HYMNS used at all the meetings
will be on sale at the doors, price One Penny.
8. RESERVED SEATs.-Friends desirous of securing RESERVED·SEATS
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(Stalls) for the four Conference Meetings can obtain tickets, price
2s. 6d. each, on application (by post or personally) to the Hall-keeper,
Mr. MONTGOMERY, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan of the
seats is now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are ready,
and early applimtion, to prevent disappointment, is advised.
9. PROPOSED REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE.-A full REPORT of the
Conference, the Addresses being revised by the speakers, will be published (price One Shilling) if written orders (not money) be left at the
doors of the Victoria Rooms during the Conference, or sent to THE
CARLYLE PRESS, 52, Park Row, Bristol, for not fewer than 700 copies.
Printed Order Forms may be obtained at the Bookstall.
EXPENSES OF CONFERENcE.-The estimated expenses amount to
about £60, and any surplus is given to the undenominational work of
the "UNITED BRISTOL MISSION." No Collections are made at the
meetings, but Boxes are placed at the doors to receive the willing offerings
of those who value the pri viJeges of the Conferences. The CONVENER
and several local friends also receive Donations. "Freely ye have
received, freely give" (Matt. x. 8).
All co=unications having reference to the Conference should be
addressed to the CONVENER of CLIFTON CONFERENCE, 3, Berkeley
Square, Clifton, Bristol.
THE SHINING PATH.
" THE path of the just is. as the shining light." "The just." How
frequently the just are mentioned in the Scriptures, and we may well
ask, "How should man be just with God 1" as did the patriarch
Job. The just are they who are' justified by the blood of Jesus and
made partakers of Him Who is Himself the Just and the Justifier of
him who believeth in Jesus. Thus through the peace-speaking blood
of Jesus, through His own righteousness imputed, the believer is
justified, walking in upright dealing, and just in all his ways. He is a
just man as well as a justified man, and his path is the path of the just.
Of this path we read it is "as the shining light that shineth more
and more unto .the perfect day." Jesus said, " I am the light of the
world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life" (John viii. 12). Ah, dear reader, this is the secret of
the shining path-following Jesus and walking in His steps. Thus,
since He Himself is the light, naturally, by closely following Him, the
pathway is light. "In Him is no darkness at all "; and," If we walk
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another."
Walking with Him, walking in Him, walking after Him, the path is
indeed as the shining light. Walking Zionward, the path is very bright
and the holy fellowship very sweet. It is an upward path. It is a
Homeward path. "The light shall shine upon thy ways," as it is
expressed in Job xxii. 28. The Lord Himself shall shine upon His
dear children and shall keep them from stumbling and from wandering
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and from all evil. In closest communion and fellowship with Him,
they tread safely by " the right way."
And observe further, that the light" shineth more and more unto the
perfect day." The brightness increases the closer the approach to
the Happy City, of which the glory of God and of the Lamb are the
light. "Shineth more and more "-they go from strength to strength,
from victory to victory, in ever-brightening light.
I was talking recently to the dear old friend of whom I have written
before. We were speaking of this verse-" The path of the just is
as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day,"
and she said, "Oh! if I were an artist, I feel I could paint a vivid
picture with this verse for the subject. I should paint a pilgrim 011
an ascending pathway, which begins in darkness but gradually becomes
brighter and brighter as the pilgrim proceeds. He _should have a staff
in his right hand, and his left hand should clasp his Bible. He should
walk alone, for the child of God is alone in soul save for the ever-living,
ever·abiding, ever-loving presence of his Saviour. At some distance behind him there should be another pilgrim just emerging from the darkness,
and some distance in front a third, where it was brighter, and a fourth yet
farther on, where it was brighter still. Thus the way should increasingly
glow and shine, till at the top unveiled glory shone." It was a sweet
and simple yet graphic mental picture, and spiritual experience dwells
upon and fills in the details. The darkness, even the darkness of sin
and death, from which the believer is rescued by the great salvation.
Then the Rock upon which the pilgrim's feet are placed, and the
shining way indicated. It may be a difficult way, but it is still a shining
way, since He Himself leads and bears company. It may be a sorrowful
way, but cheer up, dear pilgrim, for the" Man of Sorrows" is by thy
side. He sorrowed, He suffered, He triumphed, and He is in glory.
He leads; He has gone before. He knows the way to glory, and thy
path shall shine-shine more and more unto the perfect day. Samuel
Rutherford, of dear and blessed memory, of whom it has been written,
" His touch in wiping away tears is so infinitely tender that it makes
us guess at what the hand of God will be" (Ah! but how far,
tar short of His tenderness, tender though he was)-this Samuel
Rutherford wrote concerning the pilgrim path: "It is not a smooth
and easy way, neither will your weather be fair and pleasant, but
whosoever saw the invisible God and the fair City makes no reckoning
of losses and crosses; in ye must be, cost you what it will." Ycs, he
saw the path, rough thongh it was for him, as a shining light that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. As the earth grew dim
for him, the fair City grew brighter and brighter, and nearer and nearer,
shiuing still more and more, until he entered the light where
"Glory sbadeless dwelleth
In Immanuel's Land."
Well might he say, "Whosoever saw the invisible God and -the fair
City makes no reckoning of losses and crosses: in ye must be, cost you
what it will."
35
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And the path to the fair City is ever shining, just because it leads
to His Unveiled presence of joy. "Those that see His face, how do they
get their eyes plucked off Him again 1" queries this same blessed
Rutherford; and again, " Since He looked upon me my heart is not
mine_own; He hath run away to heaven with it"; "No happiness but
Christ; no hunting for anything but Christ; no bed at night (when
death comes) but Christ; Christ, Christ, who but Christ 1" Dear
pilgrim reader, taught by the Holy Spirit, warmed with the deathless
love of Christ, walking along the shining path, albeit "clouds and
conflicts round us press" from the earth atmosphere, do you not enter
into the rapturous spirit of the sainted Samuel Rutherford and exclaim,
" Christ, Christ, Christ; who but Christ 1" "To me to live is Christ."
In the language of another gifted writer"For ah! the Master is so fair

I

His smile so sweet to banished men,
That they who meet it unaware
Ca.n never rest on earth again. 11

" The path of the just." A shining path, ever ascending. The upward
path; steep, but steeped in light of love; hilly, but ever brightened
as fresh ascents and fresh views are gained; shining more and more
unto the perfect day-the endless day of fulness of joy.
Lastly, the path shineth. "I am the way." Take this thought,
dear reader, to thy heart. It is not the pilgrim path of the world, but
it is the path, the Way Himself. He reveals Himself more and more,
until the perfect day when thou shalt see Him as He is, and seeing Him
shall be like Him. He is indeed that shining Way that shines more
and more. "When Christ and ye shall meet about the outmost
march and borders of time, and the entry into eternity, ye shall see
heaven in His face at the first look, and salvation and glory sitting in
His countenance."
What wonder is it that so many of us are listening for His approaching
footsteps, when He shall come for His dear redeemed Spirit-qnickened
people 1 World-wide intercessions arise, "Come, Lord Jesus, come
qnickly." And His cheering response is, "Surely I come qnickly."
It is often remarked that when God designs to give a blessing, He puts
it into the hearts of His people to pray for it. Why then this intensified,
widespread longing for His visible appearance 1 Surely it indicates
that He is very near.
"The pilgrim feels a pining
That ne'er may be told;
Crying' Oh, for my country,
The land without the tomb.'
How blessed are the Home-sick,
For they shall come Home."

It is not merely the cry of the bereaved heart which mourns the
absence of the dear ones gone before, or of burdened sorrowful spirits
crying for relief from sadness and anxiety. No, it is the cry of the
Home-sick soul seeing despisers, daring presumption, blasphemy, and
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sin allraround; longing for the Beloved's appearing. It is the cry of
love that longs for Christ Himself, His all-enfolding clasp, His everliving presence, His unveiled gaze, His all-surrounding glory in
Cl

Love's own native country,

The saints' sweet Fatherland."
NETTLE.
THE QUEEN OF SHEBA.
"THE queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this
generation, and ~hall condemn it, for she came from the uttermost
parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a
greater than Solomon is here" (Matt. xii. 42; 1 Kings x. 1-13). As
we read the brief account of the visit paid by the queen of Sheba to
king Solomon, we find some helpful analogies and lessons on the surface.
This queen was probably a black woman, reigning over some province
in Abyssinia, or Arabia. She heard of the fame of the king concerning
the Name of the Lord, and braving all the dangers and hardships
of a desert journey, she resolved to go and find out for herself
whether the reports were true or not. In this she is a type of the
sinner, black in soul, far from his God, and trying to rule over his own
little territory. Then, awakened by the Holy Spirit, he is found
anxiously seeking the guidance of One greater than Solomon, and
encountering the trials of spiritual pilgrimage.
The queen came to prove the king with hard questions and to
commune with him of all that was in her heart. Believers know something of the hard questions that rise up in their minds. Such questions
have honestly perplexed the Lord's people from the days of Asaph
and Jeremiah to our own time (Ps. lxxiii.; Jer. xii. 1, 2). It is well
to bring them to the King for solution and to abide satisfied with His
own answer. "What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt
know hereafter" (John xiii. 13). Again, it is well to commune with
Him of all that is in our heart; disclosing our temptations and needs,
and confessing our sins humbly and freely. For He is willing to
hearken, ready to forgive, and able to save and succour them that
come unto God by Him.
.
The queen offered her gifts. "One hundred and twenty talents of
gold "-equivalen Lto more than £600,000. "Of spices very great store."
These suggest various graces, such as repentance (Luke vii. 37, 38);
grateful thankofferings (John xii. 1-3); loving unity (Ps. cxxxiii.);
and consecration (Ex. xxx. 22-38). "And precious stones." These
may have been used by the king in beautifying the temple, and they
are typical of believers who are bnilt as living stones into the spiritual
temple. They remind us that the foundations of the Holy City are
.garnished with all manner of precious stones (1 Peter ii. 3-8; Rev.
xxi. 18-20). And the works of Christians are also compared to gold
and precious stones, and these works are accepted by the King because
they are prompted by His own grace, and made costly by loving
sacrifice (1 Cor. iii. 11, 12; Ps. xx. 3).
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Then she made her requests, and they were very fully granted.
" King Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever
she asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty."
What a lesson on prayer, and what a rebuke to unbelief! We hear
the echo of the very words in many passages. "Delight thyself also
in the Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart" (Ps.
xxxvii. 4). "What things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them" (Mark xi. 24). "Whatsoever
ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son" (John xiv. 13; xv. 7, 16; xvi. 23, 24; 1 John iii. 22 ;
Eph. iii. 20). The queen's every expectation was amply realized, and
she owned that the half was not told. And surely we who catch a
glimpse by faith of the King of kings are ready to take up her words.
For the wealth, and wisdom, and fame of Solomon shrink into utter
nothingness when compared with the Divine power and glory of the
Lord's Anointed (Ps. lxxii).
The queen also saw the house that Solomoll had built. It has long
since perished, but that other House, not made with hands, built by
One greater than Solomon, is eternal in the heavens (John xiv. 2;
2 Cor. v. 1; Heb. xi. 10; Rev. =i). "The meat of his table" speaks
of the abundant spiritual provision made for the people of God (Cant.
v. 1; Isa. Iv. 1, 2). Christ Himself is the Bread of Life, the Food of
the soul, and there are the rich pastures of the Word. "The ascent
by which he went up into the house of the Lord" reminds us that we
should be always ascending (Ps. xxiv. 3, 4; Ps. cxxii. 1-4), going onward
and upward, from strength to strength, from grace to more grace,
growing" in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ" (2 Peter iii. 18; Isa. xl. 31). The privileges of the servants
are mentioned also. "Their sitting" hints of soul-rest in the midst of
busy toil. "Their apparel" tells of the white raiment worn even now
by each servant, the spotless robe of Christ's righteousuess, "clean
and white" (Rev. xix. 8). Again, each one is a cup-bearer, and
bears the cup of salvation (Ps. cxvi. 13); the cup of sorrow and
resignation (Matt. xxvi. 42); the cup of the New Testament,
and, in the future, the cup of new wine, when the Kingdom of God
shall come (Luke xxii. 17-20). And lastly, we see how blessed are
those servants who stand continually before the King and hear His
wisdom (Prov. viii. 34). They stand in readiness to do His will (2 Sam.
xv. 15). They realize His presence by faith. They wait on the Lord
(Ps. x=vii. 34). And our thoughts turn naturally to those other
servants whose term of earthly service is finished. They sin no more,
nor sorrow. They feel no more the grief of grieving their King, nor
the hidings of His face. They serve Him still and perfectly. They
see His face and His Name is in their foreheads. They dwell in His
presence for evermore. Thrice blessed indeed are those servants!
(Rev. xxu. 3, 4.)
HENRIETTA

Reepham, Norfolk.

G.

BOWER.
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THE LATE REV. D. L. JOHNSON, M.A.
b is just twelve months since our much-loved friend, the REV. D. L.
J OHNSON, entered upon his eternal rest. He was known and beloved
by many readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and his faithful ministry,
and holy walk and conversation, were highly esteemed by the Church of
God. It was impossible to be in his company without at once discovering where dear David Lindsay J ohnson obtained his secret source
of strength and with Whom he walked as " seeing Him Who is invisible."
I have just received from his beloved and grace-sustained widow
a copy both of the tombstone and tablet. And the words chosen are
sweetly suitable to the memory of the Lord's dear servant. The
memorial stone of grey grauite in Colchester cemetery, where rest the
redeemed remains until the resurrection morning (and that close by
his beloved brother in the ministry, the Rev. J. C. Cotter) contains
the following inscription :-

In 1o\llng "Remembrance of
THE

REVEREND

DAVID L1NDSAY JOHNSON, MA,
RECTOR OF PE LOON, 1895-1911.

Who fell asleep in Jesus, July 22nd, 1911.
Aged 58 years.
I.

His servants shall serve Him; and they sha.ll see His face. "
Rev. xxii. 3! 4.

Then, at Peldon Church, oVer against the pulpit where for sixteen years
he preached the unsearchable riches of Christ, is a plain marble tablet
containing these well-chosen words :-

In :J!.o\llng "Remembrance of
THE REVEREND

DAVID L1NDSAY JOHNSON, MA,
FOR SIXTEEN YEARS RECTOR OF THIS PARISH,

Who died at the Rectory, July 22nd, 1911.
Aged 58 years.
H

I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified."-l COT. ii., 2.
H I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand;
Not e'en where glory dwelleth,
In Immanuel's land."

Interred in Colchester Cemetery.

Suitable to the occasion of the unveiling of the above were the words
of God's dear servant, the Rev. E. G. Bowring, the present rector, who
dwelt upon some of the features of Mr. J ohnson's, ministry. In the
morning the subject was Neh. vii. 2, "He was a faithful man, and
feared God above many." Mr. Johnson would have disliked anything,
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said Mr. Bowring, in the way of a formal unveiling of any memorial.
Ceremonial was distasteful to him. But, as this was the first Sunday
since the erection of the tablet, it was a fitting opportunity, and one
which by the blessing of the Holy Spirit would be rendered profitable
to the hearers, to call to mind his work amongst them. He was well
described in the words of the text. Just as Hananiah was "ruler of
the palace," or, as it should be translated" castle" or citadel, that is,
Zion, the city of David, the heart of the city of Jerusalem, so their
late Rector had shown himself peculiarly a keeper of the Zion of God
in that parish, a watchman of the Lord. Zion represented the elect
people of God; who were very dear to the heart of David Lindsay
J ohnson. Amongst many other evidences of having "passed from
death unto life" he had this one, that" he loved the brethren." He
loved to proclaim that" the Lord is great in Zion," that" the Lord
loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob."
But Hananiah was given a further charge, "over Jerusalem," as
well as over Zion. So a faithful minister had a duty to perform to the
" outer-court" worshippers, to warn them of their lost condition.
The tares were mingled with the wheat. Had the hearers profited by
the ministry of the "prophet who had been amongst them ~" Or
had he " laboured in vain" so far as some of them were concerned 1
Just because he was a faithful watchman, messenger and steward of
the L.ord, he loved the Word of God, drank deeply of it, and gave out
to others what the Holy Spirit had taught him from its sacred pages.
He was much in communion with God, and came forth from the
presence of his God, full of instruction for those who had ears to hear.
The need of the age and of the Church is " faithful men" and the fear
of God.
In the evening Mr. Bowring took as his text Ps. cxii. 6, "The
righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance." He mentioned
that, although there had heen thirty-four rectors of Peldon, whose
names were known, yet there appeared to be no memorial of any of
them in the church, except the one which had been set up in the
previous week in memory of the late Rector. This Psalm was strikingly
applicable to David J ohnson; he was blessed in that he " feared the
Lord and delighted greatly in His commandments." The law of the
Lord was his delight. His spiritnal children were many, a blessed
generation, and mighty upon earth through God to the pulling down
of strongholds of sin; many would rise up and call him blessed at the
last day; spiritual wealth and riches were his; and the righteousness
in which he trnsted was an everlasting righteousness, endnring for ever
(00. 3 and 9). He loved to speak of Christ's righteousness imputed to
the sinner; the text on the tablet is 1 Cor. ii. 2, " I determined not to
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified" ;
also the lines :H

I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand;

Not e'en where glory dwelleth,
In Immanuel's Land."
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How wonderfully verse 4 was applied in his case, "Unto the upright
there ariseth light in the darkness"; so it did in his physical as well as
spiritual blindness. The security, peace, liberality of the righteous
were all exemplified in his case. Reality permeated all he said, and
taught, and was.
Thus and truly spoke Mr. Bowring of his predecessor. Our beloved
friend now rests from his labours-those labours which were so unceasingly the burden of his heart as he longed after the people committed
to his charge in the mercies, i.e., "tender heart" (Phi!. i. 8) of Jesus
Christ. That he had the presence of his Lord with him in his study of
the Word, his preparation for the preaching and in the delivering of
the everlasting Gospel, by the strengthening and joy he realized in
his own soul, those who knew him best, were fully assured of. Are
we not confident, then, that with that Divine approval stamped upon his
labours we may also say, his works do follow him 1 One soweth,
another reapeth. Both are alike blessed in their several gifts by the
Lord of the Harvest, Who alone can give the increase. "He that
goeth forth and weepeth, hearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
R.
"THE DAY OF ATONEMENT:"
THE great" Day of Atonement" (or covering) has been styled by the
Rabbis" The Day," distinguishing it from, and elevating it above,
all other days; just as we call the Holy Scriptures "The Bible,"
that is, The Book, distinguishing it from, and elevating it above,
all other books.
The solemn service and ritual of that day, the account of which is
given us in the 16th chapter of Leviticus, is eminently typical of the
vicarious death of Christ our Great Priest, and of His entrance into
heaven, "having obtained eternal redemption." We have the testimony ofthe Holy Ghost to this in Heb..ix. 7-12: "But into the second
went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which
he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people. The Holy
Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet
made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing . . . But
Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not
of this build.ing; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His
own blood, He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
'eternal redemption for us."
Let us endeavour to gather up some of the typical teaching ;1. Aaron's sin.offering for himself. Aaron was, no doubt, a type of
Christ. He alone-the high priest-officiated on this day of expiation
(Lev. xvi. 17). As representing the people of Israel, he is a type' of
Christ, the Head and Representative of His Church. "Neither is
there salvation in any other." In preparation for the service of the
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day, Aaron was enjoined to put on " the linen clothes, the holy garments" (v. 32), laying aside, for a time, his garments" for glory and
for beauty" (Exod. xxviii. 2), thus typifying Him Who " emptied
Himself, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in
the likeness of men"; Who" took part of flesh and blood," but Whose
human nature was holy--sinless.
But, in one respect, neither Aaron, nor any other priest of his order,
could be a type of our Great High Priest, inasmuch as he was a ~inful
man like every child of Adam, and so could not possibly, apart from
his office, represent the spotless Lamb of God.
Therefore he must bring a sin-offering for himself, for he needed the
atoning blood to make expiation, and cover his sins, as much as any
other individual of the people of Israel (Lev. xvi. 6; Heb. v. 2, 3).
2. The high priest's entrance into the most holy place. The high
priest being, as we have seen, a sinful mortal, like ourselves, he must
not be seen when he enters the holy of holies. "And he shall take a
censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the Lord,
and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within
the veil: and he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord,
that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy-seat that is upon the
testimony, that he die not."
And we, drawing nigh through the rent veil, can approach the
mercy-seat ouly through the precious blood and the ever-living intercession of our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus our Lord. "Wherefore
He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
11

Not on ?ne, Lord, not on me,I am all iniquity;
Look upon that Holy One,

Who, before Thy glorious throne,
On His breast bears 'my poor name,
And my load of Bin and 8hl1llne,Look on Him-my Surety."

And particularly is it to be noticed that the high priest entered into
the most holy place" Not without blood" (Heb. ix. 7). First he took
in the blood of the bullock. "And he shall take of the blood of the
bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy-seat eastward;
and before the mercy-seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger
seven times" (Lev. xvi. 14). This was repeated in the case of the
blood 'of " the goat of the sin-offering that is for the people" (v. 15).
Now we may reverently inquire: Why was the high priest required
to take the blood of the sacrifices into the most holy place? And
the answer seems to be that inasmuch as Aaron and his successors
were sinners of mankind, and could only make typical expiation, in
the appointment of God, by means of animal sacrifices, it was necessary
that the blood of the animals sacrificed shguld be brought within the
veil, in proof that they had been slain; for; as we learn from Lev. xvii.
ll-the words of J ehovah-" The life of the flesh is in the blood:
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and I have given it to you upon the altar, to make an atonement for
your souls; for it is the blood that'maketh an atonement for the soul."
But Christ, our Priest, offered Himself. He died, but rose again,
and ascended into glory with the same human body, though glorified,
which died upon the cross, bearing in it the marks of the nails which
pierced His hands and His feet, and of the spear which pierced His
side. It was not necessary that He should carry His blood into heaven,
nor are we anywhere in Scripture told that He did do so. It is indeed
written (Heb. ix. 12), " By His own blood He entered'in once into the
holy place," but it will be noticed that it does not say" with His own
blood;" but "by His own blood," that is, as the Greek preposition
shows, " through," " by virtue of" His own blood once shed.
This is an important point confuting the unscriptural teaching that
Christ is offering His blood in heaven-teaching which subverts the
truth of the finished work of Christ, and opens a door for priestly
assumptions, and the" blasphemous fable" of the Mass Sacrifice.
3. The blood of the animals slain as sin-offerings, was carried by
the high priest into the most holy place, in order that it might be
sprinkled (00. 14, 15).
He sprinkled with his finger first the blood of the bullock, and afterwards the blood of the goat, once upward, aud seven times downwards
so that it fell upon, and before the mercy-seat, assuredly teaching us
that all our mercies--our redemption, and salvation, and all their
attendant blessings-flow to us through the Holy Spirit's application
to our hearts and consciences of the precious blood of Christ; and the
seven times sprinkling of the blood testified to the full perfection of
the blood of Christ to cleanse us from all sin, as is declared in Heb. ix.
13-15: "For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh;
how much more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God ~ "
4. The scapegoat. The two goats together formed" a sin-offering"
for the congregation of the children of Israel (v. 5), and each set forth
typically different aspects of Christ's redemption work. The goat
slain in sacrifice showed that sin's punishment is death, and that this
penalty must be paid by a sinless substitute; while the scapegoat
seems to point out the result of the vicarious sacrifice, in the remission
of sin and guilt.
We may, indeed, perhaps see in the live goat, as ,in the living bird iu
the leper's sacrifice, a picture of Christ'in resurrection life; but the
main typical teaching seems tp be that through the Redeemer's
sacrifice, God remembers His people's sins no more!
" Aaron
shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and
confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all
their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of
the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the
wilderness. And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities

•
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unto a land not inhabited; and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness" (vv. 21, 22).
"The scapegoat, on his head,
The people's trespass bore,
And to the desert led,
Was to be seen no more;
In him our Surety seemed to say,
'Behold I bear your sins away.'"

If ~we retain the translation " scape goat" we must be careful to
divest our minds of the modern idea attached to that word, viz., that
of a person or thing bearing the blame of others. The rendering
" scape goat" was not made to convey that sense. "Scape" is connected with the word escape, and the scape goat means, according. to
the Hebrew roots of which the original word is compounded, the running
goat, or, the goat for dismissal. Understanding it in this way, the type
clearly corresponds to New Testament teaching as to the forgiveness,
that is, the remission of sins. The Greek word translated sometimes
forgiveness," and sometimes remission," means to send away, let
go, dismiss, and this great truth was graphically depicted, typically,
by the scapegoat bearing all the iniquities of the people of Israel,
"sent away "-" let go" in the wilderness. The reality is ours in
Christ, the antitype, "In Whom we have redemption through His
blood, even the forgiveness (the remission) of sins" (Eph. i 7; Col. i.
14). "We know that He was manifested to take away our sins"
(1 John iii. 5).
In the type there was " a remembrance again of sins every year.
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins" (Heb. x. 3, 4). But Christ, " By one offering hath perfected
for ever them that are sanctmed. Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a
witness to us . . . Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
Now where REMISSION of these is, there is no more offering for sin"
(Heb. x. 14, 15, 17, 18).
" Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience peace.
Or wash away the stain.
"But Christ the heavenly Lamb
Takes all our sins away;
A Sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they."
It

I(

REV. ROBERT J. NOYES, M.A., B.D.
Fartown (Sask.), Canada.

GLORY follows afllictions, not as the day follows the night, but aB
the spring follows winter; for the winter prepares the earth for the
spring, so doth sanctmed afBiction prepare the soul for glory .-Dr .
S~'bbes.
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OF JUSTIFICATION AND FAITH.

By

THE REV. THOMAS COLE,

1692.

NOTIDNG does tend more to the exaltation and glory of God's rich
grace, than to fetch the mystery of man's salvation out of the depths of
infinite wisdom, that it might be the more admired, and more highly
prized by us. Such an unexpected discovery was very astonishing:
no tidings more welcome than what the Gospel brings, wherein God
shows " the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness towards us
through Christ" (Eph. ii. 7). Not according to our works as men are
apt to think, but according to His own purpose and grace (2 Tim. i. 9).
Man cannot say when he hears the Gospel, that he thought beforehand
that God would take this way; no, he is amazed at it, astonished at
it: What manner of love is this? Here is a new thing created in the
earth! "It is the glory of God to conceal a thing" (Prov. xxv. 2).
God never advised with angels or men about the way of a sinner's
salvation, but from eternity contrived it in His own breast. "Who
hath been His counsellor? " (Rom. xi. 34). This secret of the Lord is
now revealed to us in the Gospel. Oh, how" great is the mystery of
godliness. God was manifest in the flesh."
Nothing keeps a man in a closer dependence upon God than to see
the way of his eternal salvation wrapped up in such a mystery that
none but -God can reveal unto him. Since this great undertaking of
God to save sinners is a business of that nature, of that high concernment to us, and also quite beyond our skill, and above our knowledge
to conceive aright of-how should we humbly wait upon God for
further light, that He would open the eyes of our understanding, as
the Apostle prays (Eph. i. 18). "To whom shall we go? Thou hast
the words of eternal life " (John vi. 68). None can teach us the way
of life but Thou alone; 0 lead us in it, and suffer us not to depart out
of it. God hath laid the way of a sinner's salvation so high in Christ
Jesus, that none would ever come to Him if the Father did not draw
them. The Jews, those builders of old, set at naught the chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, built upon other foundations, till at last the house
fell upon their heads. How positive is Peter about the only way of
salvation by Christ (Acts iv. 12). He saw that naturally men went
the wrong way, knocked at the wrong door, did not inquire for the
right and only Saviour of sinners. There is no other name under
heaven, whereby we can be saved.
-Though the way of a sinner's salvation by Christ be above the
capacity of a natural man to reach, yet God can give us a true discerning
of it, and full satisfaction about it, inclining our hearts readily to
comply with it, and acquiesce in it ; and this discerning God gives the
saints by His Spirit, not in the light of human reason, but in the light
of a Divine faith, grounded upon the Word of God. Faith sees things
as they are in God, in the light of the first verity, which is God Himself :
all Gospel truths are copied out from that Divine original, and revealed
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to us in the Scriptures. So much truth as we have in us, 1lO much of
the image of God we have upon us, and no more. An enlightened
mind ascends upwards by that which is revealed, to God Himself,
the first exemplar of all truth, and sees sufficient grounds for our faith
and hope in Him. God lets things into the soul at another door than
reason does, which admits nothing but what first passes through the
senses. Faith, having to do with things supernatural, consults not
with flesh and blood about them, but takes them in by a higher light,
God shining in our hearts, and giving us that evidence of things not
seen nor apprehended by the light of human reason.
It may be here queried: Since the way of a sinner's salvation .by
faith in Christ is so mysterious, so much above the reach of a mere
human understanding, cannot be discerned but in the light of faith,
and that faith being not of ourselves but the gift of GOd; whether man,
without offering violence to the principles of his nature as a reasonable
creature, be capable of such a faith as lifts him up above his reason,
and carries him out to those things which a human understanding
conceives not 1
First. God compels none to believe; yet He makes things so clear
to His saints that they cannot but believe. Though God gives faith,
yet He forces it upon none. Faith is voluntary. A mind spiritually
enlightened sees sufficient grounds for faith in Christ Himself, and
therefore out of choice and judgment relies upon Him only, rejecting
all other confidences as rain.
Secondly. Faith is either human or Divine. We are naturally
capable of both, but with this difference: We may bring ourselves
to a human faith, but not to a Divine faith; i.e., we may bring ourselves
to a human faith about things we see, hear, and understand; reason
and common charity doth this. There is no man but believes something. I am not now speaking of a natural faculty of believing in a
human way; all men as men have this: but I am speaking of a Divine
faith, proper only to Christians, a faith in God and Christ about those
things that transcend our reason. I say, no man can bring himself
to such a faith; he hath no natural faculty in him that leads him to
such a faith; it is the work of God that he believes in God. I grant,
a man as a rational creature, is passively capable of a Divine faith;
none else are bnt reasonable creatures, and yet I mnst tell you nothing
doth more oppose faith than reason doth. You must know that
this natural capacity that is in man for faith, doth arise from the
necessary subjection of his mind to the creating power of God. They
who would resist His will, cannot resist His power; else His power
would be no power, far from omuipotency, if it conld be resisted by a
creature; therefore he must needs have a passive obediential capacity,
or receptivity, of any higher principle that God shall think fit to create
in him; he cannot refuse but must receive any further light that God
shall let in upon him, and set up by His own Almighty Spirit, as a
standing supernatural principle to guide and direct him in all his ways.
As it was in the first creation, "Let there be light, and there was
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light," so it is in the second creation. God commands light to shine
out of darkness, else there would be no possibility of a sinner's conversion; for upon the principles he now goes and the present light he
walks by, it is impossible to convert him. But by putting principles
and a Illgher light into him, he may be converted. Tills God can do,
and none else, Who calls tlllngs that are not as though they were,
and gives them a being: He puts a new supernatural light into the
heart of a man, and then sets Christ before Illm, and by this light,
by tills new eye or principle of faith, he sees that in Christ he never
saw before, and willingly receives Him, notwithstanding all the objections of flesh and blood to the contrary.
Though faith be above reason, yet faith hath its reasons and grounds
too, but such as are not of our finding out. God shows to us in Himself
what good grounds we have for our faith in ilim, from ilis veracity
and truth, from ilis goodness and mercy, ilis power, all-sufficiency,
and His ability to save to the uttermost.
Though faith be above reason, yet it is not against reason; nay,
allowing the first principles of religion, namely, that there is a God of
infinite perfection, power, goodness, and wisdom, wlllch may be discerned in some measure even by the light of nature, it rationally
follows, that Omnipotency can do all tlllngs: that Infinite Wisdom
understands that wlllch finite creatures cannot reach, nor see any
reason for. So that, though the deep things of God spoken of in
Scripture be above our reason, yet still there is reason sufficient why
we should believe them. As for instance: That God should become
man is above reason, but not against it: that God should assume the
pure and perfect nature of man, and give it an existence in the Divine
Person of His Son. Tills is a great honour to man, and in consequence
of it doth much set forth the glory of God, both of ilis justice and mercy.
God made man at first after ilis own image, to show how near akin
man was to God, what a likeness and agreement there was between
them. Now, if God will veil Himself, and appear in tills created
image of Himself to man, that there may be a more familiar society
and fellowslllp between them, tills is great condescension in God, and
argues much love to us, and delight in the clllldren of men. If God
will draw in the bright beams of ilis essential glory, because it is too
great a light, too strong and dazzling for any mortal eye to look upon,
that we may have free access unto Him, behold His face and live-shall tills offend us? The more God lets us into Himself, the nearer
He takes us to Himself, the more should we rejoice that we are admitted
into His presence, and suffered to stand before so great a glory, wlllch
shines out upon us here as we are able to bear it. If there were not
some distance between God and our faith in tills state of absence,
we should be quite swallowed up of ilis glory; we can now bear the
conceptions of our faith, wlllch is as much as we can do. Though we
cannot yet bear the vision of the tlllngs themselves, we shall be more
strengthened, more spiritualized in all our faculties, in our bodies and
souls when that day comes. Now we have as much of God as is agree~
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able to this dispensation of faith under which we live. We shall see more
hereafter face to face. Thns much for that query.
Let us now more particularly consider what there is in the doctrine
of faith that poses natural men, that they take sucb offence at--is such
a stumbling-block in their way, that they cannot get over. They
stumble at many things in the Gc'spel, but more especially at the doctrine of justification by faith alone. It is said (Rom. xi. 32): "They
stumbled at that stmnbling-stone," more especially at that. I have
already told you faith is not attainable by our own power; we cannot
persuade ourselves, nor bring over our own minds to close in with
Gospel truths; and what is not in our power, we are apt. to think
absolutely impossible, and shall think so till faith comes. Faith, when
it comes, makes us sensible of the power of God in working it, and
keeps us ever after in an humble dependence upon God for all that He
hath promised. Nothing is more unintelligible to a natural man than
this: That he who believes in Christ shall be saved; and therefore
he counts the doctrine of faith foolishness, and rejects the whole
Gospel; or else the devil runs him into presumption, persuades him
that is faith; a false faith does the devil as much service as downright
infidelity. Faith in Christ is a strange doctrine to natural men (Acts
xvii. 18--20); therefore they take offence at it.
The justification of a sinner by imputed righteousness. Here they
stumble again: they cannot see how the righteousness of another
should become theirs by God's act of imputation, supported (in the
eqnity of it) by Christ's perfect obedience for us. Why should it
seem strange if that which Christ, out of mere love, intended for us,
be graciously imputed to us, for our use and benefit? Certainly, the
best and only plea for justification in the sight of God is this-that
Christ is our perfect righteousness. The truth is, it is the greatness of
God's grace that puzzles them; they except against that which
makes most for them, if they rightly considered their own case; for
there can be no justification of a sinner any other way, according to
law requiring personal perfect obedience: it is impossible. The soul
that sins must die; but the soul that sins may live, says the Gospel,
if he believe in Christ, with a serious purpose of turning to God, and
repenting of all his sins; which every true believer doth, and must do.
The justification of a sinner in the sight of God is a strange paradox;
it sounds very high; a great deal higher than the pardon of a sinner.
It implies the perfect righteousness of a sinner, imputed to him upon
full satisfaction given to Divine justice for all his offences '; the righteousness of the law calls for it. Christ first deals with the offended
justice of God, prevents the threatened vengeance, so making way for
the grace and mercy of God to flow down upon us. The righteousness
upon the account of which a sinner is justified, must needs be an
imputed righteousness, derived from another, for he hath it not in
himself; he could not be a sinner if he had. But all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God, therefore all who are saved must go
out of themselves to Christ for righteousness, without which we can
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never be justified. We are justified from sin, not in it, much less by
it. If our justification were not grounded upon perfect righteousness,
it would look rather like a justification of sin, than of a sinner from sin.
Our great business is to understand by what righteousness we are
justified. A sinuer hath no righteousness in himself. And we shall
never be persuaded that righteousness without works will be imputed
to us till God persuades us; but shall still go about to establish our
own righteousness, till faith hath better instructed us. What is this
faith ~ What is this righteousness to me ~ says a sinuer. He is
equally ignorant of both till faith comes. Then the dispute is at an
end. The man is of another mind now. He doth immediately fall
in with his own faith. What is the reason that carnal men do oppose
the Gospel ~ It is because they do not believe it. When they do the
case is altered; they are of the same mind with Christ, can set to their
seal that this word is true, and that every man is a liar who says otherwise. When we know experimentally what it is to believe in Christ
with all our hearts, we shall be fully satisfied in the doctrine of faith,
how strange soever it seemed to us before.
Let us not go about to prove the fundamental points of the Gospel
by principles of human reason. Faith fetches all from the Word,
whether there be reason or no reason for it. Faith will believe it,
relying with a holy security of mind upon God's Word; let what will
be against it in reason, nature, or common experience and observation
of all mankind: so did Abraham and Sarah. Faith is a great mystery,
above all human wisdom. By the light of reason we cannot know
Christ, till He give us an understanding (1 John v. 20). Faith is much
opposed by the devil, the world, and our own hearts. But we resist
all in faith when we continue to believe, holding fast our confidence,
notwithstanding all objections to the contrary; this is our victory,
even our faith, that it stands its ground still; nay, when objections
come up nearer to us, get into the conscience, to the great amazement
of the soul, yet faith, well acted, overcomes all terrors of conscience and
-says triumphantly, "The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom
shall I fear ~ the Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be
afraid ~" Hope, grounded upon faith, is a sure anchor of the soul.
Faith is all the evidence we have of our salvation; we stand by faith
(2 Cor. i. 24). We hold by no other tenure. It is hard for believers
themselves to act faith, becaus.e of that mixture of unbelief that is in
them; and therefore it must needs be harder for unbelievers to receive
their first faith. God by His almighty power lets it into the heart and
keeps it there. Faith is not such a comprehending knowledge a& we
have of those other things that are subject to man's understanding:
it is above that. Neither do we ever attain to it till we are persuaded
of that which we cannot by reason conceive or understand, be~ause
it passeth l."Ilowledge. Calvin, showing the difference between reason
and faith, expresses it thus: Persuasum habet quod non capit; tbat is,
the mind of a man is by faith persuaded of the truth of that which
by reason it cannot comprehend. The knowledge of faith standeth
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rather in certainty than in any clear, natural, logical demonstration of
the thing itself. Faith is more than knowledge; that is, more sure and
certain: things that are not made evident by their causes, yet are made
sure and certain by faith, which begets confidence (Eph. iii. 12).
This certainly doth not always keep us from doubting, but rather
supports us under it.• We are flesh as well as spirit. Faith may be
shaken by temptations, but it always opposes them and at last overcomes them. Thus it is when the work of faith is fulfilled with power
(2 Thess. i. 11), when the truths of the Gospel which we hear and are
enlightened in the knowledge of, are sealed by the Spirit to our hearts.
Faith comes by hearing. We must hear what we are to believe before
we can believe it. And besides hearing, there must be an inward
conception of the meaning of those words; we take in the sense of
them, and then the sealing of the Spirit follows, settling and confirming
us in the belief of those truths. We must make use of reason to find
out what is revealed in Scripture, but it is faith only that assures us
of the truth of that. When we are satisfied that God hath so said in
Scripture, let us then yield the obedience of faith, without any further
disquisition or reasoning about the nature of the things themselves,
Faith seems unreasonable to all men until it be acted, then it goes
forth in its own light, carries its own evidence along with it. It is
persuaded of the truth of the Word, and such a present persuasion
admits of no contrary impression. If any objections be suddenly
started by the flesh, they are as suddenly answered by the Spirit of
faith. Faith will hear nothing against its own present act, but on it
goes quenching all the fiery darts of the wicked that fly thick about it.
The supposed strength of reason is nothing to the real strength of faith.
"We believe and are sure" (John vi. 69); not we know aud are sure.
Nothing settles the mind in a firm persuasion of the truth of the Gospel
but faith, therefore faith is absolutely necessary in all who desire to
be saved. And this faith stands not in the wisdom of man but in the
power of God; nothing less can work it in you. Therefore if Gospel
truth should now strike upon your understandings and find no entrance,
but seem dark and unintelligible, you should lift up your voice for
understanding, and beg of God that He would not suffer the sound of
that truth to pass through your ears and out of your memories, before
He hath given you some insight into it, and made you willing to receive
it by faith.. He can do it, and will do it, if we wait upon Him for
teaching. Did we hear the Word under a conviction of this, that it is
utterly impossible to believe the mystery of the Gospel unless it be
given to us, we should look up more earnestly to the Father of lights
for tms great and rare gift of faith.
After all that hath been said, if any should stumble at the doctrine
of faith and take offence at it, this doth but verify the text: "Behold
I lay i')1Zion a stumbling-block and rock of offence: whosoever believeth
on H'tm shall not be ashamed."
\

=======

HE praiseth God best that serveth and obeyeth Him most.-Bw'kitt.
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PARTS OF fiS WAYS.
,IT is not with a feeling of uncertainty, but with one of victory, tbat
God gives His people to fight against their spiritual adversaries. He
Who has called them is not against them in battle. He is on their side.
He sends them to war at His charges, not at their own. They" war
in weakness," for He dries up their strength; yet have they breath
left to say, "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: wlien I fall, I
shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me",
and this in the midst of questioning, unworthiness, and heart·sinking
fears. They conquer; they add spoil to the conquest. Sweet respite,
and" the land has rest from war."
It is very precious when in temporal things the Lord undertakes so
completely that His children, like Manoah and his wife, have but to
" look on " while" the Angel" does wondrously; or like J ehoshaphat
have but to stand still and see the salvation of God.
" Consider how great things He has done for you," is an exhortation
worthy of response from every heart that has laiown anything of the
Lord's leadings. Consid~r it all-" even from the day that the foundation was laid" (Hag. ii 18), "Is the seed yet in the barn 1" Are
there prayers unanswered, desires unfuJfi.lled J Consider the Lord
says, " From this day I will bless you." Count it all joy; reckon the
suJIerings not worthy to be compared with the following glory.
Observe these things and understand the lovingkindness of the Lord.
The disciples were in a good place when the marriage feast at Cana
drew to a close. Jesus had mauifested forth His glory, and His
disciples believed on Him, Of the best wine, kept till then, they
drank with Him and He with them. This is it which happens still in
those heart-enlarging, strengthening, comforting moments when His
people "eat in plenty", are for the time satisfied, and" praise the
Name of the Lord that hath dealt wondrously with them."
Oh, to be kept from that "evil heart of unbelief" which departs
from the living God. Manoah departed when he spoke as if God 'had
been watching over them for evil. The disciples departed in less than
twelve hours after the Lord fed the multitude-" they were sore
amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered. For they
considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened",
though Jesus was again working wonders and saying, "It is 1."
What a sad departure is theirs who, experiencing the Lord's more
abundant grace and communications, find their "heart uplift with
God's own gift, and make e'en grace a snare." But He will not let
them stay away. He will surely bring them back. "Lo, these are
parts of His ways"; but how little is heard of Him !
FOLLOWER-ON.

DOUBTS are no friends to holiness of heart and life. It is little
faith that breeds them in the hearts of the people of God; and little
faith will always make little holiness.-Boston.

36
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SEEING CHRIST----SEEING THE FATHER.

" He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father."-JoHN xiv. 9.
NOT that the Son is the Father, for the Son and the Father are distinct
Persons of the Godhead. There are three Persons in the Godheadthe Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One;
the same in substance, equal in power and glory.
The seeing referred to is not a seeing of Christ with the bodily eye,
in the days of His flesh; for many so saw Him and yet never saw the
Father. No saving benefit came to those who saw Him with the
bodily eye only. "But I said unto you, That ye also have seen Me,
and believe not." And, again, how solemnly He said of many who
had seen done among them works which none other man did: "They
have both seen and hated both Me and My Father;" even as those
unbelievers of old. of whom Moses said, " Yet the Lord hath not given
you . . . eyes to see . . . unto this day" (Deut. xxix. 4).
What then 1 This seeing is a seeing Him by the eye of faith, on
the part of those of whom Peter speaks, " Whom having not seen ye
love." They had not seen Him with the eye of the body, but with
the eye of faith. Faith discovers Him to the mind, the heart, the
understanding, and the spiritual affections, and that by the Word
and Spirit of God.
But to begin on lower ground. He that hath seen Me going about
doing good and healing all manner of sicknesses and diseases among
the people (Acts x. 38), hath seen the Father, Who, as God over all,
is good and bountiful to the creatures of lIis hand, causing His sun to
shine equally upon the unjust as upon the just. "The Lord is good
to all: and His tender mercies are over all His works."
But, he that hath seen Me in My sovereignty and discriminating
mercy and grace, hath seen the Father. As Jesus called whom He
would-one here and one there, here a Zacchams and there a Mary
Magdalene-so the Father in a way of Divine sovereignty has hidden
the things of His kingdom of grace and glory from the wise and prudent,
and by His Spirit has revealed them unto babes. And as Jesus prayed
for His sheep and not for the world, so the Father answers His prayer
.by keeping from the evil those and only those whom He hath given
to Him out of the world.
He that by the faith of the operation of God hath seen Me in My
incarnation, hath seen the Father. What is it to see Christ in His
incarnation 1 It is to see the fulfilment of God's Word concerning
Him in,that event. The truth of Christ's incarnation is witnessed to
by many precious', S.criptures. "I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her Seed; It shall bruise. thy
head, and thou shalt bruise His heel" (Gen. iii. 15); "And I will
bring forth a seed out of J acob, and out of J udah "- our Lord
evidently sprang out of J udah-" an inheritor of My mountains:
and Mine elect shall inherit it, and My servants shall dwell there"
(Isa. lxv. 9); "For unto us a Child is born, 1ll\to us a Son is given:
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and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His Name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace" (Isa. ix. 6); "Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name I=anuel" (Isa.
vii. 14); "But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, J oseph, thou son
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth ~
Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people
from their sins" (Matt. i. 20, 21).
To receive these Divine testimonies into the heart by' the power
and illuminating grace of the Holy Spirit is to see Christ in His incarnation, no less than did Simeon of old, who said, "Mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation." It is a soul-saving glorious sight, and so to see Him
is to see the Father in His unchanging everlasting abiding love, fulfilling and making good the promises and prophecies. It is to see the
Father in His sending the Son into the world. "I am not come of
Myself, but He That sent Me is true, Whom ye know not;" "I am
not alone, but I and the Father That sent Me ;" "He That sent Me
is with Me ;" "For I came down from heaven, not to do lIfine own
will, but the will of Him That sent Me." Here is a will spoken of as
the will of the Father, and in which will we see the Father and Son
one. They are one in will, and in mind and purpose also. To see
the Son in the accomplishment and execution of this will is to see
the Father's oneness with Him in it. "And this is the Father's will
Which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should lose
nothing "-I confess there is a great depth in the words" lose nothing"
-" but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is the will
of Him That sent ~Ie, that everyone which seeth the Son, and
believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise Him up
at the last day."
He then that thm seeth the Son in His incarnation, seeth also the
Father setting Him apart to a special work (John xvii. 4), and sending
Him to accomplish it.
Again: He that hath seen Me in My obedience hath seen the Father.
The Father's claim on His Son's suretyship obedience (Isa. xlii. 1)
is responded to by the Son's, " Lo, I come: in the volume of the book
it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God: yea, Thy law
is within My heart." Here is a mutual delight and a oneness indeed;
an honouring the Father's law as no creature could honour it, for the
highest obedience to God's law by a creature is at best but creature
obedience, creature righteousness.
We hold with Dr. Watts"The law its best obedience owes
To our incarnate God,"

for His obedience is not only that of the sinless man, the Man Christ
Jesus, but it is also at the same time the righteousness of God. The
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law was greatly magnified by His obedience, which honour is put upon
the· saints in that they are brought near to God by His obedience
being imputed to them. Here we seeI1

A righteonsness Divine, complete,

A royal robe to suit the nuptial rite."
And whilst beholding it and Him Whose it is, we hear the voice of
the Father: "Since thou wast precious in My sight, thou hast
been honourable, and I have loved thee." These wordi are spoken
to the sons of Zion, redeemed with the precious blood of Christ and
blessed with precious faith through the righteousness of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Father's great pleasure in His Son
was proclaimed three times from heaven, during that Son's life on
earth. The many that are made righteous before God by the obedience
of the one Man are no more and no fewer than those spoken of by
Isaiah: "Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord," and, "Thy
people shall be all righteous; " "Then shall the righteous shine forth
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father" (Matt. xiii. 43).
In His· obedience He is not only the delight of the Father, but the
rest and the refreshing of all the saints. If His spouse in her state of
grace on earth finds in sitting down under His shadow great delight,
peace, quietness, and assurance, what must it be to be with Him above
where He feeds His people and leads them to fountains of living water.
If to man in innocence it was" Of every tree of the garden thou mayest
freely eat," how much more to man redeemed by blood Divine shall
the invitation be given: "Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink
abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song of Solomon v. 1).
Again: He that hat~ seen, Me in My sufferings, blood-shedding,
and death, hath seen the Father. What a sight is that, to see Him
suffering, the just for the unjust, to bring His people to God, for.. Sin to pardon without blood,
Never in His nature stood."

To see Him by His death atoning for sin, is to see the Father in His
great love wherewith He loved His people; not sparing His own Son,
but delivering Him up for the whole number of the elect, making good
His word by the prophet: "Awake, 0 sword, against My shepherd,
and against the man that is My fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite
the shepherd "-the same Good Shepherd Who laid down His life for
the sheep. "Therefore," said He, "doth My Father love Me because
I lay down My life that I might take it again." What a oneness of
love, of interest, of mercy to the miserable, and of salvation to the
lost is here in the Father bruising Him, putting Him to grief, laying
on·Him the sins of those for whom He died, so that when He comes
the second time it is to be without sin, unto their complete salvation
and endless bliss. Surely His obedience and atonement are a glorious
"double for all her sins" (Isa. xl. 1, 2). What a death was that of
the innocent Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, Whom Peter in his
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sermon calls "The Prince of life," and Whose blood in one of his
epistles he calls " the blood of God."
'" God is a. Spirit': seems it odd

To siog aloud the blood of God?
Yea, hence my peace and joy result,
And here my lasting hope is built"that blood shed for many-not for all men, universally-for the
remission of sin. All God's dear children are elect" unto obedience
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." And the Father's
decisive verdict is : " When I see the blood, I will pass over you."
In the death of Christ we see the Father thereby reconciling His people
unto Himself.
"The mighty debt His chosen owed,
Upon the cross He pays;
Then through. the clouds ascends to God,
Midst shouts of loftiest praise."
He that has seen Jesus restoring to law !lnd to justice their honour,
which He took not away, has seen the Father thereby amply satisfied
and His justice fully vindicated, so that now He is able to say, " Thou
art My servant, 0 Israel, in whom I will be glorified."
Lastly: He that hath seen Me in My resurrection and ascension
hath seen the Father, for therein doth God the Father attest and
declare the justification of His people. He" was delivered for our
offences, and was raised again for our justification."
Paul begins his Epistle to the Galatians with a sweet view of seeing
the Father in the resurrection of His Son. "Paul, an apostle, (not
of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father,
Who raised Him from the dead)." Peter also says, "Ye killed the
Prince of life; Whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are
witnesses." "Where is Thy Father 1" demanded the unbelieving
Jews, who also demanded of Him a sign from heaven. "This is an
evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given
it, but the sign of J onas the prophet." But to the last and to this
day do they reject the sign, and oppose and blaspheme the truth
thereof. Not so Thomas, not so Philip. They saw the sign ratified
and made good. They had seen both the Father and the Son. They
.had heard the Son say that He ascended to His Father and their
Father; that He came forth from the Father into the world, and
would leave the world and go again to His Father. To others He
said, " What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where lie
was before 1 " to sit down at His Father's right hand: "The Lord
said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine
enemies Thy footstool." He would ascend to where He was before
He created the smallest part of the dust of the earth"Before the day-star knew its place,
Or planets went their round."
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Thus both Jesus and the Father were seen by good John Kent when
he wrote the following:"On Zion's sa.cred mount I saw
The Lamb for sinners slain;

His Church, redeemed from endless woe,
Composed His glorious train.
"This virgin throng, beloved of God,
All stood around Him there;
With garments washed in His own blood,
Divinely bright and fair.
"1 strove this blood·bought host to count,
Thus to my sight reveal:d,
And found at last their full amount,'Twas all that God had seal 'd.
11

They sang a song for ever new I

And none could learn the same,
But ransom'd sla.ves and sinners who

From tribulation came.
"They hymn'd the great, the dread I AM,
Whose sacred Dame they wore,

With endless honours to the Lamb
Till time shall be no more.
" Blameless before His throne they stand;
They make a joyful noise;
A call'd, a faithful, chosen band,
And vent their swelling joys.
" Thus shall their bliss coeval run
With vast Eternity,
Or till the sacred Three in One
At once shall cease to be."

Birkenhead.

G. A.

THE ark was tossed of the waves, and all the storms of the world
spent their furies 'upon it; yet could it not be overwhelmed. When
the winds, waters, and weathers had done their worst, still Noah's
preservation was sure. The more the water rose against it, the more
the ark rose above it; and the higher it was raised by the flood, the
safer it was from the danger of hills and rocks. In the midst oCwater
it was saved from water, and the danger itself was made a defence
against the danger. Thus sure of salvation is every one in Christ;
nothing can cross it. The deluge of calamities may appal us, but they
shall exalt us. The more they seek to press us down, the more they
shall lift us up; the nearer they would sink us to hell, the higher they
shall advance us to heaven. Through all. the gusts of temptations
and floods of afllictions, we shall be borne safe in Christ's ark.
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THE PRAYER OF THE THIRSTY SOUL.
" Prove Me now . . . if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and
pouT you out a blessiW]."-MAL. ill. 10..

o THou,

Who didst at Pentecost,
On each disciple's head,
The influence of the Holy Ghost
In rich abundance shed,
On me, Lord, in refreshing shower,
The blessing of Thy Spirit pour.
Thou holdest in Thy mighty hand
A treasury of grace,
Which flows in streams, at Thy command,
To vivify our race ;
o stream of grace, Divine and free,
Flow in thy gladdening power to me.
My soul, beneath the world's fierce glare,
Lies barren, hard, and dry;
No fruits of godliness are there
To greet the Master's eye;
o clouds of grace, my thirsting see,
And pour your treasures out on me.
And oh, if unbelief and sin
The windows close on highAnd shut the living stream within
The cloudless burning sky,Almighty God, Thy power exert,
And bid the evil thing depart.
Like Stephen, I desire to be
Filled with Thy Spirit's might,Boldly witnessing, Lord, to Thee,To this dark world a light,To help the weak, to cheer the sad,
And make the troubled spirits glad.
Then pour, 0 River of the sky,
Thy living streams on me ;
Refresh, revive, and sanctify;
And let me ever be
Adorned with fruits of holiness,
A garden which the Lord will bless.

J.

BAXANDALL.

".
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LIFE.
B,Y THE LATE REV. DR. DOUDNEY.

How false the supposition that Covenant immutabilities engender carelessness of walk and conversation. What ignorance do its advocates,
betray of the real character of that inner spiritual existence which the
Holy Ghost infuses into every new-born soul. It breathes in total
contrast to its former, or even present twin. Flesh and spirit are that
mysterious compound in each regenerated soul. "With the mind it
serves the law of God, with the flesh the law of sin." The flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary
the one to the other, so that the soul cannot do the things that it would.
Still there is life, and that pants for holiness-holiness of thought, of
word, of action. What its Author loves, that it rejoices in. "Doth
Job serve God for nought? " said. Satan. In a sense he did, and so
each new-born soul. It is not for heaven merely, that a child of God
lives as a child of God. Were there no heaven-were the future but a
blank~id he at death return into that chaos whence he cam~he
would not live other than as he does, the humble aspirant after God
and godly things. His very nature and its operations are absolutely
and altogether supernatural.-From "Heart-sighs and Henrt-songs,"
1854.
THE TOMB.
By THE SAME.
MOREOVER, though the dark cold grave must necessarily be forbidding
to our nature, yet how consoling is the thought, that
"There the dear flesh of Jesus lay
And'left a long perfume."
And why should I hesitate to go where my Lord has gone before? Oh,
unspeakably comforting is the remembrance that I cannot go where
Jesus has not been.-From " Heart Sighs."
AT HOME FOR EVER!
By THE SAME.
AND then as I close my eyes on time, and bid a long farewell to trouble,
sorrow, sin, I would enter exultingly my everlasting home! There,
as a sinner saved by rich, and free, and sovereign grace, I would cast
my blood-bought crown at Immanuel's feet, and sing eternally, "Salvation to our God Who sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb."
I would join the triumphant throng-" the general assembly and
Church of the Firstborn, which are written in heaven "-and shout,
" Amen; Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and
honour, and power, .and might, be unto our God for ever and ever.
Amen."-From " Heart Sighs."

•
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18rotelltant lSeacon.
PUBLIC WORSHIP.
By

THE LATE THE RIGHT REV.

J. C.

RYLE,

D.D.

I PROCEED to show some tests by which our public worship should be
tried.
This is a point of vast importance, and one which every professing
Christian should look fairly in the face. Too many are apt to cut the
knot of all difficulties about the subject before us, by referring to their
own feelings. They will tell us that they are not theologians, that
they do not pretend to understand the difference between one school
of divinity and another. But they do know that the worship in which
they take part makes them feel so much better, that they cannot doubt
it is all right.
.
. I am not disposed to let such people turn away from the subject of
this paper qnite so easily. I cannot forget that religious feelings
are very deceitful things. There is a sort of gentle animal excitement
produced in some minds by hearing religious music and seeing religious
.spectacles, which is not true devotion at all. While it lasts, such
excitement is very strong and very contagious; but it soon comes
and soon goes, and leaves no permanent impression behind it. It is
a mere sensuous animal influence, which even a Romanist may feel at
seasons, and yet remain a Romanist both in doctrine and practice.
True spiritual worship will affect a man's heart and conscience. It
will make him feel more keenly the sinfulness of sin, and his own
particular personal corruption. It will deepen his humility. It will
render him more jealously careful over his inward life. False public
worship, like dram-drinking and opium-eating, will every year prodnce
weaker impressions. True spiritual worship, like wholesome food,
will strengthen him who uses it, and make him grow inwardly every
year.
True spiritual worship will draw a man into close communion with
Jesus Christ Himself. It will lift him far above churches, and ordinances
and ministers. It will make him hunger and thirst after a sight of
the King. The more he hears, and reads, and prays, and praises,
the more he will feel that nothing but Christ Himself will feed the life
of his soul, and that heart communion with Him is "meat indeed
and drink indeed." The false worshipper in the time of need will
turn to external helps, to ministers, ordinances, and sacraments. The
true worshipper will turn instinctively to Christ by simple faith,. just
as the compass-needle turns to the pole.
True spiritual worship will continually extend a man's spiritual
knowledge. It will annually give bone, and sinew, and muscle, and
firmness to his religion. A true worshipper will every year know
more of self, and God, and heaven, and duty, and doctrine, and
practice, and experience. His religion is a living thing, and will grow.
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A false worshipper will never get beyond the old carnal principles and
elements of his theology. He will annually go round and round like
a horse in a mill, and though labouring much will never get forward.
His religion is a dead thing, and cannot increase and multiply.
True spiritual worship will continually increase the holiness of a
man's life. It will make him every year more watchful over tongue,
and temper, and time, and behaviour in every relation of life. The
true worshipper's conscience becomes annually more tender. The
false worshipper's becomes annually more seared and more hard.
Give me the worship that will stand the test of our Lord's great
principle, " By their fruits ye shall know them." Give me the worship
that sanctifies the life,-that makes a man walk with God and delight
in God's law,-that lifts him above the fear of the world and the love
of the world,-that enables him to e"hibit something of God's likeness
before his fellow-men,-that makes him just, loving, pure, gentle,
good-tempered, patient, humble, unselfish, temperate. This is the
worship that comes down from heaven, and has the stamp and seal
and superscription of God.
Whatever men may please to say, the grand test of the value of any
kind of worship is the effect it produces on the lives of the worshippers.
A man may tell us that what is called Ritualism nowadays is the be.st
and most perfect mode of worshipping God. He may despise the
simple and unadorned ceremonial of Evangelical congregations. He
may exalt to the skies the excellence of ornament, decoration, and
pageantry in our service of God. But I take leave to tell him that
Christian men will try his favourite system by its results. So long as
Ritualistic worshippers can turn from matins and early communions
to races and operas, and can oscillate between the confessional and the
ball-room, so long the advocates of Ritualism must not be 8UrpriSed
if we think little of the value of Ritualistic worship.
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter. The best public
worship is that which produces the best private Christianity. The
best church services for the congregation are those which make its
individual members most holy at home and alone. If we want to
know whether our own public worship is doing us good, let us try it
by these tests. Does it quicken our conscience! Does it send us to
Christ! Does it add to our knowledge! Does it sanctify our life !
If it does, we may depend on it, it is worship of which we have no
cause to be ashamed.
The day is coming when there shall be a congregation that shall
never break up, and a Sabbath that shall never end, a song of praise
that shall never cease, and an assembly that shall never be dispersed.
In that assembly shall be found all who have "worshipped God in
spirit" upon earth. If we are such, we shall be there.
Here we often worship God with a deep sense of weakness, corruption, and infirmity. There, at last, we shall be able, with a renewed
body, to serve Him without weariness, and to attend on Him
without distraction.
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Here, at our very best, we see through a glass darkly, and know the
Lord Jesus Christ most imperfectly. It is our grief that we do not
know Him better and love Him more. There, freed from all the dross
and defilement of indwelling sin, we shall see Jesus as we have been
seen, and know as we have been known. Surely, if faith has been
sweet and peace-giving, sight will be far better.
Here we have often found it hard to worship God joyfully, by reason
of the sorrows and cares of this world. Tears over the graves of those
we loved have often made it hard to sing praise. Crushed hopes and
family SOrrows have sometimes made us hang our harps on the willows.
There every tear shall be dried, every saint who has fallen asleep in
Christ shall meet us once more, and every hard thing in our life- journey
shall be made clear and plain as the sun at noon-day.
Here we have oiten felt that we stand .comparatively alone, and that
even in God's house the real spiritual worshippers are comparatively
few. There we shall at length see a multitude of brethren and sisters
that no man can number, all of one heart and one mind, all free from
blemishes, weaknesses, and infirmities, all rejoicing in one Saviour,
and all prepared to spend an eternity in His praise. We shall have
worshipping companions enough in heaven.
Armed with such hopes as these, let us lift up our hearts and look
forward! The time is very short. The night is far spent. The day
is at hand. Let us worship on, pray on, praise on, and read on. Let
us contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, and
resist manfully every effort to spoil Scriptural worship. Let us strive
earnestly to hand down the light of Gospel worship to our children's
children. Yet a little time and He that shall come will come, and will
not tarry. Blessed in that day will be those, and those only, who are
found true worshippers, .. worshippers in spirit and truth! "
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY..
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
A VERY interesting meeting has recently taken place at our Hornsey
Rise Home, when the inmates of our London Homes met their fellow·
pensioners in the North. The day was fine; dinner and tea were
provided by the kindness of friends, and the intervals were spent in
converse in the garden, and under a marquee. In the evening
a short meeting was held in the Chapel, under the presidency of
Mr. A. Hayles, joint-treasurer. Addresses were given by the Rev. W.
Sinden and Messrs. Hodge, Bumstead, Chambers, and the Secretary.
It was good to hear the' old folk testify to the lovingkindness and
faithfulness of their God. One of them writes: .. I am another year
nearer home, and have been, by the grace of my God and Father,
spared to enjoy the peace and happiness of this dear Home, my love
for which grows as the years pass by. Will you accept the enclosed
as a thank-offering on behalf of the friends of the Society, which I
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pray God will ever guide and bless. I would idso like to testify to
the uniform Christian kindliness of the Warden and Matron."
Preparations are being made for meetings during the approaching
season. If any friends can convene drawing-room gatherings, such
aid will be gratefully received. The Limelight Lecture upon the History of the Society can also be given, and literature will be sent to
any helpers who will kindly distribute it among non-subscribers.
A photograph of our oldest pensioner can be obtained, price 2!d.
Mrs. S. A. Akehurst, of Upper Horsebridge, Sussex, celebrated her
100th birthday on May 21st last. She has been a pensioner for twentyseven years. Her health continues good, but her memory begins to
fail. She is resting by faith upon the finished work of her Lord, and
delights to speak of Him. A friend writes: "She is one of the choice
of the fl ock."
" How old art thou 1 " said Pharaoh to the grey-haired man who
stood before him, bowed with age and worn and wearied by life's
eventful journey. "The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an
hundred and thirty years," was part of the reply, and" Jacob blessed
Pharaoh." Joseph regarded his father with the tenderest natural
and spiritual love, and the king' looked upon that aged pilgrim with
deep interest. The sight of old age awakens similar feelings in all
who consider it, and when those advanced in years are also followers
of the Lord, interest gives place to love in the hearts of those who are
" of the household of faith." As Pharaoh was blessed of J acob, so
the world is blessed by the presence of those old disciples who by life
and lips bear testimony to the grace and faithfulness of their Lord.
The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has for 105 years been privileged
to assist those who, like J acob, can speak of the mercy of their
Covenant-keeping God and are allied to heaven by the new birth, by
the presence of their Lord there, and by the hope "sure and steadfast." To them the road has been rough and the weather stormy,
but these travellers look forward to their Father's house, and say:"

""~hat

others value, I resign;

Lord, 'tis enough that Thou art mine ;
I shall behold Thy blissful face,
And stand complete in righteousness."
The number of pensioners is now 1612. To maintain the pensions
and Homes, £43 daily are needed, or nearly £1·16s. every hour. New
subscribers, especially of sums under one guinea, will be thankfully
added to our list.
PRAYER is one great secret of spiritual prosperity. Where there is
much private communion with God, the soul will grow like grass
after rain; when there is little, all is at a standstill, and the soul is
barely kept alive. Show me a growing Christian, a strong Christian,
and sure I am he is one that speaks often to God. He asks much and
he has much.-Bishop Ryle.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
IN a recent letter, Sir Edward Clarke well describes the lawlessness
which prevails in the Church of England as follows: "We have a
Protestant King, a Protestant Church, and a Protestant People. I
have no fear that our countrymen will ever again submit themselves
to the.yoke of Rome. But in the Church of England law and order
have almost ceased to exist. Many of the clergy, disregarding their
ordination vows, and the articles of faith to which they declared their
allBen( are misusing the offices which by those vows and declarations
they obtained, and, contemptuously ignoring the rights of the faithful
laity, are introducing into the services of the Church and into the
teaching of the schools practices and doctrines which they know to be
contrary to the law and to the teaching of the Church of England, but
which they are encouraged to adopt and to persist in by the connivance
or indifference of some of the Bishops."
As an indication of the character of the atrocities perpetrated upon
the Indians in the Putumayo district of Peru in connection with the
collection of rubber, we may quote one short passage: "Flogging was
the least of the tortures inflicted on the failing rubber-gatherer, but
it was the most universal and indiscriminate. Every section visited
had its' cepo' or stocks, and its duly appointed floggers in ordinary.
At some of the stations the principal flogger was the station cooktwo such men were directly. named to me, and I ate the food theY
prepared, while many of their victims carried my baggage from station
to station, and showed often terrible scars on their limbs, inflicted at
the hands of these men. Indians were often flogged while actually
confined in the stocks, but this would be a sort of extra or gratuitous
beating." It is asserted that the best remedy for this state of things,
apart from Govemmentaction, would be the establishment of a Roman
Catholic mission. Accordingly some who profess to be Protestants
are supporting, we regret to say, the appeal of the Roman Catholic
Duke of Norfolk for this purpose. For ourselves, we believe that the
only true remedy for sin, wherever found, is the pure Gospel of the
grace of God. That alone is "the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth," and abundant proof has been forthcoming
that Peruvian law is no bar to the labours of Protestant Evangelical
missionaries. Several Evangelical Societies are prepared to establish
Protestant missions in the Putumayo district if sufficient funds are
available.

Our contemporary, the English Churchman, has the following
paragraph: "In a previous issue we referred to the support given by
Mr. Joynson Hicks, M.P., to the proposed Romish Mission in Peru.
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We now print the following reply which he sent to a remonstrance from
Baron Porcelli :-' July 22. 15, St. James's Place, S.W. Dear Colonel
Porcelli,-I was interested to receive your letter and to note that for
ten years Protestant l\fissions have been working in Peru, and I further
note that in spite of this fact these hideous atrocities have been taking
place. It is time someone else made an effort to stop them.-Yours
sincerely, W. Joynson Hicks.' It would be more to the point if l\'Ir.
Joynson Hicks had inquired how long Romanism has had unlimited
facilities for work in that unhappy country, and what use it has made
of them. We note that there was a letter of appeal for the Romish
Mission, backed up by a leading article, in last Saturday's Times. The
article says: 'The suggestion that it must be a Roman Catholic
Mission has not unnaturally met with some disfavour.' This would
indicate that there is difficulty in' obtaining the required funds from
the British public. Our view of the matter will be found in another
part of this issue." It will be remembered that Mr. J oynson Hicks,
M.P., is the treasurer of a prominent Protestant society.
" According to the revised figures now issued, the total population
of England and Wales at midnight on Sunday, April 2, 1911, was
36,070,492, a decrease of 4777 from the unrevised total previously
published. The approximate number of private families was 7,970,660,
with an average family of 4'4. The density of population is now 618
to the square mile, against 558 in 1901, 497 in 1891, and 152 in 1801.
Each person now represents just over an acre, and if the inhabitants
were separated at equal distances over the whole country they would
be 76 yards apart. The census shows an increase in population of
3,542,649, the decennial rate of increase, 10'9 per cent, being the
lowest recorded. As the excess of births over deaths rose slightly,
this decline is put down to emigration. London's population has
declined from 4,536,267 to 4,521,685; but Outer London has grown,
Middlesex by 42 per cent. There has been a slight increase in the
urban population generally. Of 97 towns of 50,000 or more people,
all have grown except Halifax, Aston Manor, and Hastings. Southend
holds the record for expansion, doubling itself twice sinCe 1891, in the
last decade increasing 117 per cent. Ilford, Ealing, and Acton of
the London suburbs, had the largest increases. The outer ring
has expanded by 33'5 per cent. The rate of growth of large towns
generally has dropped from 15'3 per cent in 1891 to 8'3 per cent
in 1901."
THE Gospel tells us that poverty of spirit is the richest qualification.
They that are poorest in their own sense are best qualified for the riches
of mercy. Our Saviour requires no portion of those that come to Him,
b~t mere poverty and emptiness. They that are truly sensible of their
own spiritual poverty have a real title to all the treasures of mercy
revealed in the Gospel.-Biscoe.
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF' ISAAC CHARLES JOHNSON, J.P., being a Brief
Account of the Gracious Dealings of God with him during a period
of 75 years, both in Providence and Grace; to which is added a
Continuation, by his DAUGHTER, up to the time of his death in
his 101st year. With Portrait and other Illustrations. 132 pages.
(London: FARNCOMBE & SON, 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, KC.) 1912.
This is an Autobiography of a deeply-taught Christian pilgrim, who
attained and exceeded his l00th year; and it records a marvellous
account of the faithful dealings and leadings of his God and Father,
told with a grace and humility that devoutly glorify His holy Name.
We do not propose to traverse the profoundly interesting record, fo;:
we prefer to leave our readers the pleasure and profit of making themselves acquainted with Mr. Johuston's personal sketch in his own'words,
which are characterized by remarkable originality, spiritual picturesqueness, and Scriptural simplicity. The early years of his life were those
of a persevering seeker after the truth of God. "At my earlier stage
of experience," he records, "I was the subject of many doctrinal
perplexities. I was upon one occasion peculiarly exercised about the
meaning of a text of Scripture that appeared to be opposed to the teaching of the good minister before named; I thought that surely he must
have overlooked a particular part of the Word of God. I continued
to meet my friend on Westminster Bridge, and we used to converse
together on Divine subjects as we walked together to chapel. I wrote
the Scripture on a piece of paper, with a view to consult him as to the
exact meaning of it. It formed the subject of discussion until w~ got
to our place of worship. We took our seats at opposite sides of the
chapel. The first hymn was sung, when, judge my surprise and
that of my friend, the minister commenced his reading at the very
passage, and expounded it much to my satisfaction and edification,
removing, in the light of other parts of Scripture, all the difficulty that
I saw before. Now, was this a mere coincidence 1 if so, it was a very
remarkable one; or was it the leading of the Divine Spirit, such as was
manifest to the Ethiopian eunuch, who was reading the prophecy of
Isaiah and did not understand it, but desired to do so 1 Here the
Spirit had said unto Philip, ' Go, join thyself to that chariot,' in which
the good man was. The enquiry was, 'Of whom spake the prophet
this 1 of himself, or of some other man l' Philip, as the mouthpiece
of J ehovah, explained the matter, preached unto him Jesus. Here
was a spirit of enquiry, and here was the gracious answer, fulfilling
the declaration, ' Seek, and ye shall find.''' Diligently and obediently
the young man was led to follow on, and was kept in a low place till the
Lord's appointed time to set his soul at liberty in the Way~the Way
of the righteous-arrived. He tells us of his once hearing a discourse
preached by the late Mr. Wells, based on the words, " Ought not Christ
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to have suffered these things, and to enter His glory 1" which further
deepened the good work in his heart. The faithful minister of Christ
was enabled to set forth in power to his astonished soul the whole plan
of salvation. He writes, " The whole plan of salvation was openedthe Covenant of Grace was unrolled. The Father's love, as exhibited
in the Person of Christ as the God-Man Mediator: 'No man can by
any means redeem his brother, nor give unto God a ransom for him.'
At the same time, without shedding of blood there is no remission of
sin; but by the complexity of the Person of Clu'ist we have Man that
can die for us, and God Who can give Divine efficacy to the death of
the Manhood. As sin against God was an infinite offence, objectively
considered, being committed against an infinite Being, nothing short
of a sacrifice that is infinite could be accepted by Divine justice. In
the Son of God we have a suitable Saviour, one who is able to save to
the uttermost all them that come unto the Father by Him. The
effect that the Gospel had on my mind was that it induced me to embrace
every opportunity to attend the preaching of it-three times on the
Lord's day, and every evening in the week on which doors were open
for service. I felt somewhat the meaning of that Scripture, , Blessed
is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord,
in the light of Thy countenance. In Thy Name shall they rejoice all
the day: and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." The Lord
marvellously prospered Mr. J obnson in temporal affairs, and he rose
to a position of much influence and of substantial wealth. In 1877
he had severe sickness in his family and household, himself and his
seven children, a valued servant and a gardener, all being laid low by
an epidemic attack of scarlet fever, from which, however, they mercifully
recovered. He was much respected amongst his fellow men for' his
upright life and honourable character, and held during his very long
. life nUmerous offices of public trust and responsibility, such as County
and Borough Magistrate, Income Tax Commissioner, Land Tax Commissioner, Guardian of the Poor, Borough Councillor, and senior member
of his firm in Gateshead and London. As a preacher of the Gospel,
he addressed large and small congregations in numerous English
counties, as well as in various parts of France, and even "under the
shadow of the Vatican" itself! His long and useful career was fitly
closed by an honourable retirement, and his centenarian pilgrimage
signally received the final approval of his heavenly LoRD and MASTER.
We commend to our readers this simple record of triumphant grace.
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GOD'S mercies are not before the hour, nor after the hour, but at the
hour.-Bishop Hall.
SC)}.fETIMES the purposes of God are a tong time running under
ground before they break out.-Romaine.
IN Paul I observe five gloryings-First, he glories in weakness;
. secondly, in the cross of Christ; thirdly, in a good conscience; fourthly,
in affiictions; and fifthly, in the hope of eternal life .-Buckoltzer.

