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" And I, brethren, ~vhen I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. Fm'
I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Ohrist,
and Him crucified."-l CORINTIDANS ii. 1,2.

" ACCORDING to the good hand of his GOD upon him," EZRA the
servant of J EHOVAH was raised up of old to restore the ruins of the
Temple at Jerusalem. In like manner, but at a great distance of
time later, the humble house long used for the worship of the same
GOD among the mountains of Cumberland lay a heavy burden on
the heart of one of His most needy servants and ministers. He
made his care the LORD'S burden and consideration, and cast the
responsibility upon Him, relying on the holy promise-" He shall
sustain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved"
(Ps. Iv. 22.)
The account-books containing the entries of money received
by himself during many years of Church and school-building
in his various parishes, amounting to many thousands of pounds,
bore the words "Asked of the LORD," and "Given in answer
to prayer." Before the writer at this moment, lies the bank
33
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"pass-book," the first line in which appears recording the
original entry, " 1864, April 25th. By cash, Cr. £11." That sum
was paid in to the Wythop Church Building Account, with the
Cumberland Union Bank, in Cockermouth, within twelve months
of his Ordination. Talking to BISHOP WALDEGRAYE, about that
period, his LORDSHIP kindly informed the writer that he himself
felt peculiar pleasure in the fact that he (Mr. ORMISTON) was the
first of his own Curates who had undertaken to build a Church in
the Diocese. The foundation stone was laid by Dr. WALDEGRAVE,
while on a visit to Keswick, in the neighbourhood of Wythop.
Occasionally, when his LORDSHIP preached in the more remote
parts of Carlisle diocese, he relied on the prayers being read for
him by one of the neighbouring clergy, and that sacred duty therefore sometimes devolved upon the writer. The BISHOP was a true
and faithful Gospel witness. Well do we recollect one of these
occasions, when his LORDSHIP preached on CHRIST'S substitution
for His Church, and said-" My dear friends, CHRIST endured the
hell of His people!" That precious truth, stated in those few
faithful words, was better to hear than the contents of tomes of
latter-day sermons and other popular theological disquisitions!
Dr. WALDEGRAVE was a feeling preacher of the Gospel, and
aimed at scholarly simplicity in the terms of his enunciation of the
holy message of salvation by the sovereign grace of his DIVINE
MASTER. Not that human learning was dis-esteemed by him, for
he was" a double first" in his University. He was a herald of
the holy Word after the Apostolic pattern and example-" And
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of the SPIRIT and of power: that
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power
of God" (1 Cor. ii. 4, 5). Another passage of the Word which the
Evangelical BISHOP was accustomed to quote frequently in the
pulpit also was, "But we speak the wisdom of GOD in a mystery,
even the hidden wisdom; which GOD ordained before the world
unto our glory: which none of the princes of this world knew: for
had they known it, they would not have crucified the LORD of
glory" (1 Cor. ii. 7, 8). And yet another: "For the word of GOD
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of
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the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart" (Heb. iv. 12).
During the BISHOP'S entertainment of the Clergy at Rose Castle,
at the examination seasons, it was his custom to ascertain in conversation with the men, their doctrinal knowledge and the mode of
treating texts of holy Scripture in their sermons, and it was frequently surprising to remark on their forgetfulness of the particular
passage which furnished the subject of their discourses on the
preceding LORD'S Day! On such occasions many interesting and
edifying remarks were made by the BISHOP, and his practical
advice always ministered to the spiritual edification of his hearers.
There was a high tone of conversation at all times enjoyed when one
was in the good BISHOP'S presence, but it was afterwards when quiet
reflection and the experimental searching of the Word were prayerfully pursued that the fullness of the blessing and the benefit were
richly realized. At our side as we write these lines, there is lying a
photographic likeness of his LORDSHIP, which has been in our possession from a date prior to his" Consecration." It faithfully represents
him vested in a black silk" preacher's" gown, wearing old-fashioned
ample bands, and upon his knee that which appears to be his
familiar little Greek Testament, which he faithfully loved, and in
his Episcopal days was accustomed to place in the hands of the
Deacons whom he ordained to the ministry of the Word. Upon
the Holy Book he is represented as reverently placing his two
hands, firmly, which was a life-long and befitting posture for the
herald of the LORD'S Message. That Book ruled and directed
his life and words, in the smallest details. Very early in his
Episcopate he wrote a Preface for a cheap edition of Foxe's Book of
Martyrs, in which he faithfully and fearlessly said: "Rome is labouring, ,vith redoubled effort, for the subjugation of Britain. She
attacks US openly from without, while there are traitors ready to
open our gates from within. And the people have forgotten that
she is a siren, who enchants but to destroy. It is time that the
mask should be torn from her face, and that she should be recognized once more as 'Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of
Harlots and Abominations of the Earth' (Rev. xvii. 5)." Well
do we call to mind the pained expression of his holy countenance
when about to preach the Gospel of GOD'S Grace in a Church where
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"Hymns Ancient and Modern" had been furtively introduced
the same evening, and he turned in the pulpit to the title of the
book, calmly closed it, and lifting the pulpit cushion, significantly
placed it on the incriminated volume before the congregation, as his
official ban of condemnation! It may be added that his LORDSHIP
took no part in the use of the hymnal. He was an honest, fearless,
and uncompromising witness for Protestant truth and the Reformation, and when duty occasioned, even in the House of Peers
itself, calmly and faithfully withstood the Popish conspiracy and
its perfidious intrigues.
His influence and example were all directed to encourage faithful
men to stand by the Protestant cause, and to make full proof of
their Ministry. He set a noble lead, and a goodly following took
heart of courage, and fully trod in his steps. During the period of
three years which covered our labours in the parish of Wythop,
the raising of funds for the erection of the new Church fully
demanded our time, and Divine Service was occasionally carried on
in anticipation of the public ceremonial by the BISHOP. Arrangements were finally made for the opening of the building on the
31st of July, 1866, a ~mall deficit in the total cost still remaining
to be secured. The BISHOP took a generous part in this final
effort, and all pointed favourably to the formal ceremonial of the
dedication.
A goodly company from the neighbourhood and district gathered
on the occasion, the DIOCEs~'f being accompanied by his CHAPLAIN,
the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, M.A. Everything was observed in a
quiet and orderly way, and the BISHOP preached a simple, spiritual,
and characteristic discourse, to a numerous gathering. The Rev.
LEWIS SANDARS (afterwards Hon. Canon in the Diocese of Newcastle), who succeeded Mr. ORMISTON on his leaving Cumberland
for Holloway-St. David's, where a new Church and extensive
schools were subsequently built through his labours-also took part
in the service. A public luncheon was provided at which a large
number of friends and subscribers assembled, and many kind
words were spoken, and hearty wishes expressed that the Divine
blessing might richly accompany the preaching of the Word of
GOD in London, as had been the case in the parish of Wythop, and
through the Railway works. Mr. ORMISTON was much cheered at
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the prayerful and affectionate way in which these Christian farewells were accompanied by the presentation to him of a handsome
gold watch and guard from his late congregation and neighbours. The watch bore the following inscription: "Presented to
the Rev. James Ormiston by the Inhabitants of Wythop, as a token of
their high appreciation of his 3 years' Ministerial labours among
them. July 31st, 1866." It may interest the dear friends and
subscribers who survive to know that at a date nearly 50 years
later the much-valued watch is still going, and keeps time punctually ! :i\'lrs. ORMISTON was present, and took a deep interest in
the proceedings. It may interest our readers, if we here mention
that the late PROFESSOR JOHN RUSKIN, who held Cumberland and
its scenery in high esteem, took a characteristic interest in the
efforts that Mr. ORMISTON had made to provide the new Church for
Wythop. He also expressed a hndly hope to see the old Church
and " to hea1· what owt to be said!" Failing a personal visit, Mr.
RUSKIN generously forwarded gifts for use in the parish. Mr.
ORMISTON on many occasions preached the Word of Grace in Cumberland churches, including Crossthwaite, St. John's (Keswick),
Cockermouth (All Saints, and Christ Church), Lorton, Threlkeld,
Setmurthey, Embleton, St. Stephen's (Carlisle), and other places.
In grateful remembrance of a hndly act done for him personallyduring the work among the Railway navvies, as CHAPLAIN-was the
a presentation of a "dark lantern," to be carried when walhng
on densely dark nights through the Wythop woods, after the
special Service closed. Generally, two of the dear navvies accompanied the CHAPLAIN on these occasions, and for old memory's
sake, the lantern has been gratefully preserved. It was the CHAPLAIN'S first experience of such humble and sincere gratitude at
the hands of his "navvy" hearers. Many genuine and hndly
gifts have been forthcoming since those far-away times, but none
have left a more deep and lasting impression on the grateful mind
of the recipient than the "dark lantern," and the motive that
hndly originated it. In his venerable Chapel in the Woods of
Wythop none was a more welcome hearer of the Word than Mr.
JOHN COWLEY FISHER, M.A., J.P., Barrister, of Wood Hall, who
occasionally used to ride over from Cockermouth on the Lord's Day
afternoon to attend service-a distance of nearly eight miles.
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Mr. FISHER'S learned treatise, entitled Liturgical Pur'ity our Righilul
Inheritance, on the subject of Prayer Book Reform, is well known
and has passed through several editions. His farewell gift, when
we left the Diocese, of four calf·bound copies of the Rev. SAMUEL
BURDER'S Oriental Oustoms, we very highly value in our library,
and among its treasured reminiscences.
In the year 1898, two of the beloved daughters of the former
CURATE of Wythop accompanied him, when he paid a visit to his
old parish in the north, and formed a personal acquaintance with
the scene of his parochial ministrations of fifty years ago. They
had a most enjoyable drive through the Pass of Buttermere,
alongside the shores of the lovely Lake, and through the exquisite
scenery of the neighbourhood.
Farewell, beloved Cumberland, may the memories of thy sacred
past yet yield consolation to the soul of the weary labourer-until
he rests at life's eventide! "Safe in the arms of JESUS, Safe on
His gentle breast, There by His love o'ershadowed, Sweetly his
soul shall rest! "
"HITHERTO HATH THE LORD HELPED US."

Olilton, Bristol,
Aug. 18th, 1913.

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued-God willing.)
" HE shall sit as a Refiner." Sometimes the Christian, under deep
trial, and seeing no way of escape, cries to the Lord: "Bring me out
of this trial, 0 Lord!" But the Lord says: "That is not submission."
The trial must be sanctified to you; you must wait a little longer till
the Refiner can see in you the likeness of Christ, then He will set you
free, and you will fly to the Ark, like Noah's dove; you will fly straight
to Jesus, to love and bless His great and holy Name.-M. W.
CONSIDER not so much thy distress, as thy Deliverer; and when
men's malicious combination may affright thee, let Divine association
support thee. The danger may exceed thy resistance, but not God's
assistance; the enemies' power may surpass thy strength, their
subtlety outwit thy prudence, but neither can excel the wisdom and
might of God Who is with thee. Oh, learn therefore to try God in
His strength, to trust Him in difficulties; and when the merciless
waves are ready to swallow thee, commit thyself to His custody.Abraham Wright.
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_a!2~ilJe jJlote~.

"FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST."
" They were all filled with the Holy Ghost."-ACTs ii. 4.

THESE words describe the wonderful effect of the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. That outpouring was a
fulfilment of the prophecy of J oel. "This is that which was spoken
by the prophet J oel; And it shall come to pass in the last days,
saith God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: and on My
servants and on My handmaidens I will pour out in those days of
My Spirit; and they shall prophesy" (Acts ii. 16-18). This
wonderful manifestation of the Spirit's presence and power was also
foretold by John the Baptist. "I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance . . . He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire" (Matt. iii. 11). Our Lord Himself also frequently
announced this wonderful event. "I will pray the Father, and He
shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for
ever; even the Spirit of truth; Whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him ;
for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you" (John xiv. 16, 17).
In accordance therefore with the purpose of God thus clearly
revealed, the Lord Jesus having been exalted to the right hand of
God, and "having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost," He poured forth this great gift upon His assembled
people. He Himself was anointed with the Holy Ghost, and" an
unction from the Holy One" was poured out in rich abundance
upon His waiting people on the day of Pentecost. They were not
to depart from Jerusalem until the promised gift was bestowed.
They were to "tarry" there until they were " endued with power
from on high." The gift of the Spirit was bestowed upon all the
people of God who were gathered together on that great occasion.
" They were all filled with the Holy Ghost." This was in accord·
ance with the prophetic announcement already quoted. That
prophecy indicated that the gift was intended for "all flesh."
That is, it was not to be limited to the Jewish race. The infant
Church first consisted of Jews only. "But [said Peter] :the promise
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is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar of}, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call" (Acts ii. 39). "All that
are afar off" refers to Gentiles, and the words " even as many as
the Lord our God shall call" indicate that the words" all flesh"
are to be understood only of all elect Jews and Gentiles who should
eventually be called by Divine grace out of darkness into God's
marvellous light. The manifestation of God's purpose in regard
to the Gentiles was seen in the case of Cornelius and his company.
"They of the circumcision which believed were astonished . . .
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the
Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God" (Acts x. 45, 46). Thus in the bestowal of the gift of the
Spirit there was to be no distinction of race. The prophecy of J oel
also indicates that there was to be no distinction of sex in reference
to this gift. " Your SCYltS and your daughters shall prophesy." Of
course this does not mean that women were to take the same public
position as men in the Church of God. In reference to the ministry
of women the Holy Ghost says: "Let your women keep silence in
the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but
they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law
•.. for it is a shame for women to speak in the church" (1 Cor.
xiv. 34, 35). Though, in Apostolic times, as in the case of Philip's
four daughtets, women were sometimes endowed with prophetic
gifts, their ministry was to be of a private character. They were
not to minister in the public assemblies of God's people.
Further, in the bestowal of the Spirit there was no distinction of
age. "Young men" were to " see visions" and " old men" were
to "dream dreams." It was God's purpose also that the gift of
His Spirit should be poured out on those who occupied lowly
positions as well as on some who occupied more exalted positions.
There was to be no distinction of rank. Bondslaves, male and
female, were to be recipients of this great gift. "On My servants
and on My handrnaidens [male and female slaves] I will pour out in
those days of My Spirit" (Acts ii. 17, 18). It is true that we are
not warranted now to expect the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit
which characterized the times in which the Apostles lived. The
miraci1lous gifts of the Spirit were not designed to be permanent.
"Whether there be prophecies, .they shall fail ;j.whether there be
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tongues, they shall cease" (1 Cor. xiii. 8). But the ordinary and
permanent gifts of the Spirit are bestowed upon God's people
without distinction of race, sex, age, or rank. Hence it is written,
"Not by works of righteousness which ye have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed [or poured] on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour" (Titus iii. 5). Thus
the same Spirit Who was poured out on the day of Pentecost is
continually being poured out, in order that He may exercise His
quickening, regenerating, and sanctifying operations upon those
who are the objects of God's everlasting love.
What a wonderful day the day of Pentecost was! What mighty
effects followed the outpouring of the Spirit! The effects on the
Apostles were mighty. They were filled with courage. Before,
they all forsook their Master and fled. Now they stand their
ground. Peter, who through fear of man had previously denied
his Lord, courageously makes the nation responsible for crucifying
the Lord of glory. "Him, being delivered by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain."
The courage of the Apostles was accompanied by faithful testimony concerning Christ. He had said that they were to be witnesses
unto Him in Jerusalem, and Peter bore faithful testimony concerning His death, resurrection, and ascension, and he crowned this
testimony by proclaiming through Him "the remission of sins"
(Acts ii. 38). So, all through the ages, when men have been filled
with the Spirit, they have courageously preached Christ. They
have preached His atoning death, His triumphant resurrection,
His exaltation to the right hand of God, and the forgiveness of sins
through faith in His blood. In other words, they have preached
" the Gospel of the grace of God." And what were the mighty
effects which followed Peter's preaching on the day of Pentecost?
Many of His hearers were convicted of sin. "They were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the Apostles,
Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Later we read they
" gladly received his word" and" were baptized, and the same day
there were added unto them about three thousand souls." The
reality of these additions to the Church of God is seen in the
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continuity of the new converts. "They continued stedfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in
prayers." Moreover they were so overfiowingly filled with the
Spirit that they were filled with love one to another. "All that
believed were togeth~r, and had all things common; and sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man
had need," i.e., as every believing man had need. They could say,
"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren." There was no need for an archiepiscopal scheme
of church finance, or the imposition of " church dues," in order to
obtain money for the Lord's work or for the poor of the Lord's
family. The Lord's people, being filled with the Spirit, could not
help regarding their possessions as the Lord's, to be used for His
service and for His glory. Gifts were spontaneous, voluntary,
liberal, and cheerful. Other effects of the Spirit's presence and
power were " gladness," "singleness of heart" and the rendering
of praise to God, the Fountain and Source of all their blessings.
And is not joy or gladness a fruit of the Spirit to-day? If we have
the precious assurance in our hearts that God has cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea, that He has cleansed us in the Fountain
opened for sin and uncleanness, then we shall be filled with all
" joy and peace in believing," and we shall give thanks" always for
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ."
Now the means used by God to bring about these wonderful
results were the power of the Spirit, the Word of the Gospel, and the
preaching of that Word by men who themselves were full of the
Holy Ghost. Are not these the great needs of the times in which
we live? We can not improve upon the Divinely-appointed means
of accomplishing God's purposes of mercy. "The gospel is the
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth." The
Holy Ghost alone can apply the truth savingly to the heart and
conscience. We can not convert, nor can we arrange for conversions. What is needed therefore is not sensational and sensuous
services, or elaborate organization and machinery, but the quickening, regenerating, and reviving power of God the Holy Ghost accompanying the pure Word of God faithfully preached. "Not by
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
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Let the Lord's people then be much in prayer that the pure Gospel
of the grace of God may be faithfully preached, and that it may be
accompanied by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, and then we
may expect blessing according to His own sovereign will and
pleasure.
"Spirit of everlasting grace,
Infinite source of life, come down!
These tombs unlock, these dead upraise,
Thy glorious power and love make known.
" Breathe o'er this valley of the dead,
Send forth Thy quickening might abroad,
Till, rising from their tombs, they spread
In full array-the host of God!
" Thy heritage lies desolate,
And all Thy pleasant places mourn :
Oh! look upon oUr low estate,
In lovingkindness, Lord, return!
" Now let Thy glory be revealed,
Now let Thy presence with us rest:
Oh, heal us, and we shall be healed!
Oh, bless us, and we shall be blessed!
(H. Bonar.)
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

IN the time of prosperity we should declare God's lovingkindness,
because whatever of prosperity we have proceeds from the mercy
and grace of God; and in the time of adversity we should declare
His justice and faithfulness, because whatever adversity happens to us
is ordained by the just judgment of God.-J. Turrecremata.
By the white beams of God's holiness (if I may so speak), the sinner
sees his corruption, guilt, and deformity; by the red beams of God's
justice, he sees his unspeakable danger; by the mild beams of God's
mercy, he discovers a ground of hope-that there is pardon for his
aggravated crimes. But it is in the face of our Lord Jesus Christ
that God appears most delightful. Hence we can say to every saved
soul, as Paul did to the Corinthians: "God, Who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
As all the colours of the rainbow meet in one sunbeam, so all the
perfections of God as perfectly unite, and more beautifully shine
forth, in the person and offices of Jesus Christ, upon the soul of the
penitent believer. This saving knowledge is always vital, active,
and powerful.-William Dawson.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" All these men of war, that could keep rank, came 'with a perfect heart to
H ebron, to make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of
Israel were of one heart to make David king."-l CRRON. "ii. 38.
A GROUP of chapters here delightfully instructs us as to king David's
followers. A note of time is given in the opening verse of chapter
xi.-" Then." That was on the death of Saul, concerning which we
read the solemn word: "So Saul died for his transgression which he
committed against the Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which
he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar
.spirit, to enquire of it; and enquired not of the Lord: therefore He
slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son of J esse. Then
all Israel gathered themselves to David unto Hebron, saying, Behold,
we are thy bone and thy flesh." How lovely it is to trace the Lord's
Covenant-keeping time and ways for His saints. "God never was
before His time and never was too late," as one has written. All
things must be fulfilled to the exact date in the Divine mind. "He
putteth down one and setteth up another." The wicked may be seen
to-day" in great power," as said the Psalmist, " yet he passed away,
and, 10, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found."
And in spiritual experience, how often has the child of God been
brought to this, after besetting fears, harassings of Satan, and dread of
falling by the hand of some Saull All at once there is deliverance and
peace, and" where is the fury of the oppressor 1" Oh! when our
God arises to scatter our enemies, when He speaks peace, "who then
can make trouble?" And what a wondrous cairn it is. It is a blessed
attainment for the soul to " be still" and know that He is God, and as
such will vindicate the cause of His people and give them sooner or
later to see how perfect was the way by which He led them and dealt
with them all their pilgrimage. As we have it in a precious extract
given in the July number of the "GOSPEL MAGAZINE," by Samuel
Slater (1704): "Though God doth not now give any account of His
matters, nor is He obliged thereunto, yet He can give a very good and
satisfactory account: and one day His people shall be led into the
mystery; and though many things which God doeth, they know not
now, yet they shall know them hereafter; and when they know, they
shall approve and admire both the things, and the reason, and the end.
They sha,1l then be perfectly reconciled to all providences, and see
that all were worthy of God, and that in all He acted as did highly
become Himself."
Now for a time His servant David had respite and rest. The" long
war between the house of Saul and the house of David " was over, and
whilst "the house of Sanl waxed weaker and weaker, David waxed
stronger and stronger." Unto the Lord's anointed king, to whom had
been spoken: "Thou shalt feed 1\1y people Israel, and thou shalt be
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ruler over My people Israel," did the elders of Israel come, and" so
David waxed greater and greater: for the Lord of hosts was with him."
We have a wonderful description of David's followers, and their acts
and attainments. There are "the chief of the mighty men whom
David had, who strengthened themselves with him in his kingdom."
There is " J ashobeam, the chief of the captains: he lifted up his spear
against three hundred slain by him at one time." There is likewise
" Eleazar .... who was one of the three mighties.', Then there are the
"three of the thirty captains" who jeopardized their lives in their
loving devotion to procure their fugitive king " drink of the water of
the well of Bethlehem," for which .< David longed." Again, we find
Abishai, "chief of the three," "lifting up his spear against three
hundred" and slaying them; and" of the three, he was more honourable than the two." Also Benaiah, the valiant son of a valiant father
" who had done many mighty acts"; who" slew two lion-like men of
Moab," and also" went down and slew a lion in a pit in a snowy day,"
and further" slew an Egyptian, a man of great stature." There are
also the children of Benjamin and Judah who came to David in the
hold, and who through their chief declared their fidelity to their king.
" Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief of the captains,
and he said, Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of J esse:
peace, peace be unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers; for thy God
helpeth thee." What an encouragement these words must have been
to the sorely tried David, and how must he have seen the hand of God
directing and controlling his followers, some to help him "against
the band of the rovers," and at that time day by day coming unto him
" to help him, until it was a great host, like the host of God." It was
all to work out the eternal purpose and fulfil the Divine decree that
David, the Lord's anointed, should be king. The armed men whose
hearts were made to turn and act loyally to him were controlled by Him
Whose sovereign will exercises the armies of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth, so that they" turned the kingdom of Saul to him,
according to the word of the Lord." "The counsel of the Lord that
shall stand," however many are" the devices in a man's heart."
But, beloved reader, we have said enough to show how we may
learn much from these wonderful histories and seek a spiritual lesson of
the Holy Spirit's gracious imparting. David, now acknowledged king,
sees a mighty, loyal, faithful band around him. He hears their united
voice, " Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou SOn of J esse," and
he sees his kingdom wax greater and greater, and himself growing
greater and greater since" the Lord of hosts" was with him. And
" DaYid encouraged himself in the Lord his God."
The greater than David, David's Antitype, had His low places.
He was despised; "a worm, and no man." He was rejected from being
King: "We will not have this man to rule over us," was the mind of
fallen man. "Away with Him, crucify Him."
But His work
accomplished, His day so long waited for will see Him King in His own
right, and with Him His Divinely "chosen, called and faithful"
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followers. Are not these endowed with heavenly grace, a renewed
nature, a new heart ~ " Men of war H; "expert in war"; "not of
double heart" 1
" All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a perfect
heart to Hebron, to make David king over all Israel: and all the rest
also of Israel were of one heart to make David king." Does not this
verse describe the followers of the greater than David, even David's
Lord and ours 1 What a blessed union of heart and oneness of aim
and purpose: all set upon making Him King! All with their several
gifts and graces, yet unanimous in the one desire of setting the many
crowns upon the rightful brow.
The description so minutely given of the different characteristics of
David's followers, beautifully sets forth the individual work of God in
the hearts of His people. There are many members in the one body,
and as many varying gifts. "But all these," saith the Apostle Paul,
"worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as He wilL" One body, yet" members in particular." Thus
each has his or her appointed place to fill, and each is "set" by the
God of unerring wisdom in the place he is to fill; each equally dear to
the heart of Jesus; each equally honoured in his calling and intrinsic
worth, which cost precious blood, and each watched over and watered
" every moment" by the Great Husbandman. Thus, members ofthe
Churches are designated "first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments,
diversities of tongues." In the vineyard they are just "branches"
of the living Vine; in the wilderness they are" the cedar, the shittah
tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree," but declared to be planted by
the Great Creator of all things; in the desert, they are" the fir tree
and the pine, and the box tree together," but likewise said to be " set"
by the hand of J ehovah. There, amid the briers, thorns, and thistles
of the wilderness and desert, rears the head of the stately cedar for
grandeur and height; there are the shittah emblematical of the
incorruptible nature which can not die; the fragrant myrtle; the
unctuous oil tree; the upright fir; the winter-yielding fruit of the
pine, and the humility of the low-growing box; all life, verdure,
growth, and fruitfulness owing to the Great Husbandman.
With regard to the body, it is impossible for the eye to say" unto
the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have
no need of you." So is every member "necessary"; and Divinely
placed, blessedly preserved, and endowed by the living Head in glory.
" From Whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by
that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying
of itself in love." Likewise under the metaphor of a building-" "Vhose
building are ye"-every stone and beam and nail necessary are laid
upon the one Foundation. "In Whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord." Thus the saints
rejoice to discover the Christ in one another; in honour to prefer one
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another; in humility to wash one another's feet; in love to serve one
another; in ready willingness to minister unto each other's necessities,
and thus to fill their own appointed places; " vessels of small quantity,
from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons," one and
all hung upon the nail fastened " in a sure place" in the house of our
Eliakim.
We read that when the great host of the children of Israel were fed
by the manna from heaven, they all shared alike. "He that gathered
much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack." And
the Psalmist tells us that when that same representative host were
brought up out of Egypt by the strong delivering hand of their God,
there was " not one feeble person among their tribes." Not one feeble
one amongst those many men, women, children, and new-born babes!
How marvellous it was! But it was effected by the same omnipotent
power as led and fed them all their journey through, and Whose" high
hand" brought them out and got to Himself a great and glorious name.
The Lord looks upon His own work, and that, beloved, is perfect. "He
seeth not as man seeth," and therefore if you are at present being
called to any important place of service or responsibility, "Say
not, I am a child," but look away to Him Who alone" is sufficient
for these things," and Who qualifies as surely as He calls His people
and places them in the sphere or niche which they are to fill. Children
of God, look away from yourselves and remember Who is the Captain
of your salvation; Who has, in calling out His soldiers, trained them
for war, equipped them for service, and placed them" according to
their rank" just where His will designed they should be, giving them to
know that His followers are "called, chosen and faithful," and are
found thus, because the Captain of their salvation was" made perfect
through suffering" for them.
Let it suffice. Let each follower of the Lord Jesus, knowing he is in
his "lot," his appointed place, see to it that his eyes are upon his
Captain; his ear open to His orders; his heart obedient to His
command. Such are the loyal followers of David's Lord, who shall
shortly hear, "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord." Each one in the family of grace seeks much the
undivided heart; like David's soldiers, "not of double heart," intent
upon giving the Captain of their salvation, King Jesus, all the glory
which is due to Him Who saved them, chose them, kept, and led them,
and Who will present them to the Father perfect with the comeliness
which He has put upon them.
R.
THE world may afflict a believer, and pain him; but if the grace
which God has given him is in active exercise in his soul, the world
can not make him unhappy. It rather adds by its ill-treatment to his
happiness; for it brings God and his soul nearer together-God the
fountain of all happiness, the rest and satisfaction of his soul.O. Bradley.
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FRONTISPIECE.

THE OLD CHURCH, WYTHOP, AND THE CURATE
IN CHARGE.
THE EDITOR ventures here to introduce a photographic representation
of his Old Chnrch, together
with himself standing at its entrance, thns
,
completing the first instalment of his ministerial narrative. He
proposes, in dependence on the LORD, to recount next month his experience of nine years' labour and ministry in London-the north of
the metropolis-where the SPIRIT of GRACE deigned to bless His
Holy Word amongst the poor of a new district of many thousands
of souls.

TOILING.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. iiIARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR.
" And He saw them toiling in rowing; /01' the .lfind was contrary unto
them."-MARK vi. part of verse 48.
DEAR FRIENDS, if you refer to the context of this portion of Holy
Scripture so far back as the 29th verse, we learn that God had been
pleased that His dear servant John the Baptist should die the deathhaving lived the life-of a distinguished believer. He was the forerunner of Jesus Christ Hinrself, and he adorned the Gospel unto the
end, on the martyr's block, when he meekly laid himself down and
was decapitated, and his head was brought as a trophy to a woman
who felt the satisfaction of a murderess. Such was the death
of a saint, and such a saint as John the Baptist! It is notable that
two such eminent martyrs as the Baptist and Stephen should
have given their lives in testimony to the precious blood of
Jesus Christ. These two men were humanly speaking much about
the same age as Jesus Himself; there were only a few months
between the Lord Jesus and John the Baptist. And, dear friends,
the ends of John and of Stephen were significant; God ordained them,
they were in His Book from eternity. How precious their deaths
were in His sight according to that verse in the Psalm, "Precious in
the sight of the Lord, [Jehovah] is the death of His saints." And when
the disciples of John heard of it they came and took up his corpse,
and laid it in a tomb, and came and told Jesus, and this comforted
the heart of Jesus. He knew what they had passed through, their
grief had been before Him and was precious in His sight. They would
tell Him all they had done in regard to the Baptist, they would
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tell ilim all, for they knew the things were naked and opened
unto llim. Let us, dear friends, bear that in mind, "Behold, all
things are naked and opened unto Him with Whom we have to do,"
Who sees not as man seeth, not after the manner of men, but after
His own knowledge. And so Jesus departed into a desert place with
His Apostles, who" gathered themselves together unto llim." He
said unto them, "Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and
rest awhile" (v. 31). Why did Jesus choose a desert place in connection with the laying to sleep-oh, such blessed sleep !-of John
the Baptist, to await the day of his Lord's coming again ~ It was a
tim~ of mourning. There is a time of mourning as well as a time of
re)OlCrng.
" Come." He Himself leads them, they were to follow Him
and have fellowship with llim in this time of sorrow and deep
grief, for John was very precious in the sight of Jesus whatever he
was in the sight of Herod. In Jesus' sight he was very precious and
gracious-he was filled with the Holy Ghost even from his mother's.
womb-how precious he must have been. He walked in a desert
place, away from the habitations of men-this solitary man. A time
he had there of communion with his Lord, much time he had for
meditation. And he had the privilege of pointing out Jesus; what a
privilege! "This is He," he said, the" One of prophecy Who has long
been foretold. 'Behold the Lamb of God, Who taketh away the sin
of the world.' This is He and none other, the Chiefest among ten
thousand, the altogether Lovely One. It is He! There is no doubt
about it to-night, is there ~ We know Him Whom we love, and we
rejoice in Him and speak of Him with great joy. So John was full of
grace, and very precious in the sight of the Lord. And Jesus taught
ilis disciples to be quiet in this time of sorrow. There is a time when
sanctified silence is specially acceptable in God's sight. And if He
have given you grace to be silent when He has been removing the
objects of your love, it is time to worship silently, and only to say,
"Thy will, 0 Lord, be done." And they went into a desert place
and rested patiently and humbly. I say again, it is specially
profitable in the sight of the Lord, when He ordains silence for His
afflicted people.
Look well at the 31st verse: "Come ye," implies that the Master
llimself was amongst the number. He was of the number who went
apart, who disconnected themselves from all around and beside, and
were alone. It is a profitable season for one or another of the Lord's
dear children who in the days of sorrow and affliction take themselves
to God the Comforter that they may be taught of llim. It is rest which
the Lord gives in time of tribulation. Oh, does that affliction of yours,
dear friend, tend, by God's sanctifying grace, to bring yon nearer to
God the Comforter, that He may speak soothingly to your heart ~
Jesus thought it best for ilis disciples that they should come apart
and" rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they
had no leisure so much as to eat. And they departed into a desert
34
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place by ship privately. And the people saw them departing, and
many knew Him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities." It was
after Him they "'ere running. We delight to see souls anxious in
seeking after the Lord, but we are specially encouraged to see this
energy. "And Jesus, when He came out, saw much people, and
was moved with compassion toward them "-moved, because He
pictured their spiritual lot as being that of sheep having no shepherd.
How this appeals to our hearts! "They were as sheep not having a
shepherd "-no one to look after them; no one, apparently, to care
for their souls, and He began at once to teach them. He supplied the
lack of service. Others might leave or forsake the flock, but He
would begin to teach them many things-not a few things, not small
things only, but many and great things. How blessed it is when
God puts His hand to the work of distributing largely to His poor
people!
"And when the day was now far spent "-that blessed daythe Lord Jesus had been doing great things and He proceeded
to do greater-" His disciples came unto Him, and said, This is a
desert place, and now the time is far passed." Let us never think of
that as being a desert place where Jesus has fed our souls; it is a place
of plenty-abounding plenty. May the Lord give us grace to hunger
and thirst like these dear people, that we may seek and find Him.
"Send them away"-oh, what a prayer to offer to Jesus, advising
Him to do it-asking Him to do it! May God give us grace to be
very jealous of the words we use in interceding for those who are in
need. "Send them away "-what strange words to petition Jesus
with-" that they may go into the country round about, and into the
villages, and buy themselves bread; for they have nothing to eat " what an admission! "He answered "-there is One Who answers to
and for the cry of the needy -" and said unto them, Give ye them
to eat." What a royal command that was. What a gift. Straight
from the heart as well as the hand of Jesus. "And they said unto
Him, Shall we go and buy two hundred peunyworth of bread, and
give them to eat 1" That was not the way of Jesus. "He saith
unto them, How many loaves have ye 1 Go and see." Take nothing
on trust. Take nothing for certain on the word of others, there may
be some mistake made by somebody. "And when they knew, they
say, Five, and two fishes." That is all the portion of these poor people!
Five thousand men provided for by the hand of man simply
with five loaves and two fishes! But that did not daunt Jesus,
that did not depress His heart or hinder His hand. He was
not in any difficulty or straits at all. He simply " commanded
them to make all sit down by companies on the green grass." I like
that little word " all "; there was to be no exception. He did not
say, I can not provide seats for all these. And then how kind of the
Lord Jesus to provide green grass for seats. That multitude of people
had been treading on it all through the day, all through the heat of
the day, but it was green when He wanted it. That grass, every
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blade of it, had been brought into being by the will of His Father, it
had been created by Him Who had wrought wonders! He makes the
grass when He needs it. "The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
falleth away," but we have also this verse, God made this green grass
that the people might sit down, "and they sat down in ranks by
hundreds aud by fifties." They sat down in counted numbers-not
promiscuously; and in an orderly way-in ranks. And as they went
on counting the fifties and the hundreds He did not say, These are too
many; I have only five loaves and two fishes. How shall I provide
for them all! No, Jesus did not reason about this matter. Is anything too hard for Him when He wills to work a miracle for His Father's
praise and His own Sonship's sake? "And when He had taken the
five loaves and the two fishes "-neither more nor less-" He looked
up to heaven and blessed," or gave thanks, "and brake the loaves,
and gave them to His disciples to set before them, and the two fishes
divided He among them alL" And this He did till there was enough
to fill twelve good-sized baskets with the fragments, and of the fishes,
at the end of the feast. The Lord willed that the fragments should
be saved for further distribution as needed amongst His own disciples
themselves. "And they did all eat and were filled"; the little
children were not overlooked. Oh, what wonders God has wrought,
and still does work for His people who humbly trust in Him, not only
in temporal matters, but in the higher, more glorious and enduring
matters of their spiritual life.
And now we enter upon a very mysterious passage of God's ·Word.
" And straightway He constrained His disciples to get into the ship"
(45th verse). He" constrained "-He used influence. And when the
Lord constrains a disciple, or any number of disciples to this or that
course of conduct, He enables them to obey. He constrained-He
did not ask them. He did not ask their pleasure, but constrained
them to get into the ship and to go to the other side of the Lake of
Gennesaret-to go without Him. That was a great trial to the
disciples who loved their Master dearly. The traitor was there I am
afraid. He generally is there, mixing with the Lord's choice peopleSatan's representative. "And when the even was come, the ship
was in the midst of the sea, and He alone on the land." Oh, think of
that-a ship urged by Himself to go, to leave that shore without Him.
It sounds unlike Jesus this, but He has a great miracle to work. What
will He not do for the people whom He loves? He may put them to
a sharp trial, He may appear to be about to forsake them and to leave
them to their own resources. Dear children of God, be careful how
you judge Him in the mysteriousness of His ways. He makes sometimes as though He would go further. He appeared to forsake the
boat in which were His dear disciples, but He had wonders to do, and
He sought them out and came to them again, walking on the sea with
the angry waves under His feet. And now our text: "And He saw
them toiling in rowing." " Toiling" is a very strong word in the
Greek, very emphatic; they were not merely pulling the boat along

532

The Gospel Magazine

in the water, these men were desperately in earnest, they were rowing
in the darkness of the night about 3 or 4 o'clock in the morning: about
the 4th or last watch, which was from 3 to 6 a.m. They were" toiling
in rowing," slaving, or tormented, both mentally and physically, for
these strong men were desperately alarmed. They had often rowed On
that lake before, and they had seen many storms on it. It is addicted
to storms, sudden and violent, for they come down from the surrounding hills, and especially down the shores opposite Tiberias. You
remember about the two thousand swine which were engulfed in this
sea; they ran violently down a steep place into the sea. Thel'e went
up a prayer from the demons-they can pray-and they asked Him
might they enter the swine 1 and He gave them leave and they came out
of the man-a vast number, and entered the two thousand swine which
were all drowned in the waters of the Sea of Galilee. The Lord Jesus
discriminates. He had a great purpose in this regard. He would
not be shortened; His arm was mighty in destruction, as well as mighty
in salvation; I wish this to be borne in mind by every dear hearer
to-night. Destruction is in His way, when He will. He is a God past
finding out.
And in this storm, in the ship tossed with the angry waves,
Jesus saw His disciples toiling in rowing, fighting their way
desperately to the last breath. He saw them, He Himself was standing
on those rough waters not very far off this little vessel. It was a dark
hour and very gloomy, but the Lord Jesus can see in the dark. The
darkest night is not dark to Him. "The day is Thine, the night also
is Thine." Yes, it is His, and He could see; see the storm-tossed ship
in the dark, laden with precious souls, the purchase of His blood, and
He had an eye on His purchase. "He saw them toiling in rowing "the wind was against them. Look at the text, "for the wind was
contrary unto them." The Lord had ordained this journey and ordered
it, yet all these things seemed to be against them. Ab, He would
soon reduce their difficulties and distresses and have them all under
His feet, as the stormy waves of the sea were now. And I want you
to believe as God's people that nothing is ordained for you by Him
that is really against you. The Lord has made you His by His grace,
and put you in His Book, and can turn to your name at any moment,
and He will carry out all the good things He has purposed for you.
The wind was contrary unto thern, but it was not contrary to the Lord
Jesus Who was walking at that moment on the waters of the Sea ot
Galilee. What then 1 There is no reason for fear on the part of
the Lord's humble believing people when He says" Fear not." "I
will trust and not be afraid." 'What is there to fear when He says,
" Hush" 1 What is a storm when He wills to say" Hnsh "1 And
one "Hush" from His lips calmed this storm into stillness. Oh, happy
people protected by such a God! 'fhe wind is contrary to you 1
Leave the wind to the Lord. Leave the winds of to-morrow to the
Lord of to-morrow. There is nothing too hard for the Lord; do you
begin to think there is 1 Do you give place to the unbelief in your
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heart, nature's own heart, and think that there is something too hard
for the Lord? Something He has promised, something He has purposed and said He will do for the heart that trusts in Him? "I will
work," He has said, " and who will let, or hinder, it ?" Who shall ?
Every tongue is silent----every heart is silent! He watches over Israel
with an eye that never slumbers, nor sleeps. Oh, trust in an unslumbering J ehovah. Trust His hand Who performeth all things for
you, Who wills to be trusted by His timid people; timid and much
tossed by the waves. And He saw-He saw them toiling in rowing,
and He saw" the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth
watch "-the last watch of the night--" He cometh unto them, walking
upon the sea, and would have passed by them." Ab, what eye saw
Him passing by the people whom He loved 1 Whatever heart thought
believingly that He intended leaving His dear disciples to themselves
after He had commanded them to get into the ship? That was not
His way. His design was to carry them through the tempest unhurt,
to still the contrary wind. "He cometh unto them "-put a
large H to the" He " in your Bible. When Jesus is exhibited on the
blessed page of inspiration with a small" h " for He, I do not like it;
it is not reverent enough for me. I have altered it in my Bible. It
ought to be as large a letter as you can find. I do a great deal of work
for the press, and I have to ponder the letters I use, and I am particular that capitals shall always be used for the Divine Being. He
cometh, and would seemingly have passed by. Ah, the Lord sometimes
proceeds in His work a certain distance, to teach us He may not be going
beyond it. He keeps His own counsel, He does His own works of
mercy in His own way. He will work, and who shall let it? And
though the wind was contrary to them, the instant after He climbed
the little ship's side and numbered Himself with those on board
the wind ceased-He stilled it. He had sifted their faith, He
had proved it, He had tried it to the uttermost, and saw it was not a
perishing faith but a permanent faith. God never gives a perishing
faith-never. We sometimes think of our faith as a grain of mustardseed, which the Lord says is the smallest of all seeds the earth brings
forth, but if the Lord give anyone of His chosen people the grace of
faith but as a grain of mustard seed, He will do it and none shall stay
His hand. Faith as a "grain of mustard seed" will go a long way.
The Lord never has to call in help for Himself, aud if He give faith in
that measure He will see it through-He will see it through! It
will be faith to the end, it is God's faith-His gift. How faithful He
is! Honour Him and glorify Him. Live upon His word of promise,
it is so preeious. Jesus in a moment brought wonders to pass, there
was a great calm. This is a blessed word to go home on to-night.
The Lord gives the faith to see His precious faithfulness. May He
give you grace to use faith faithfully, to use it believingly, to use it
triumphautly, for His glory and praise.
FAITH

is the life of the soul, and Christ is the life of faith.-Flavel.
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THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE DEAD IN CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE BISHOP C. P. McILVAINE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN OHIO, D.S.A.
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."-REV. xiv. 13.
THE dead! Where are they ~ In what state are they ~ What
innumerable connections unite them to us! They have gone where
we are soon to go. They are, as we are soon to be. Especially the
dead in Christ--what bonds unite them to those here who are alive in
Christ--all one family still! What is their state ~ Where are they 1
It is of them that the declaration in these words of St. John was written.
It is of the dead as they now are, before the resurrection, and not
as they will be, after the resurrection, that the text speaks. After
the resurrection, they will be the living, as they never were before;
not only alive in the body, as well as in the spirit, and alive for evermore; but alive in a power and perfection of life altogether new. To
them, in that day, there will be " no more death." It is therefore of
the disembodied state of the people of God, to whom, as regards their
bodies, there is yet death, that this passage speaks. Their" eartWy
house of this tabernacle" has heen dissolved. They are" absent from
the body." What a world of intelligent, spiritual beings are the
disembodied dead! Think that not one soul that ever came into life
since the human family began its generations has ceased to live. They
have passed out of sight to us-they have passed out of this life-this
life in the body, this life of preparation for another; but not one
ever passed out of life. What an inconceivable multitude are the
millions that now people this earth! But what are they to those who
once were here and are now gone away, and are living, in thought, in
recollection, in happiness or suffering, as really as any of us. What
tides of living men have the passing generations been pouring into
that world, millions on millions since death began, and the first grave
was made. On one side or other of one great line of separation, they
are all found. It is the same line precisely that now separates, into
two great divisions, all that live yet in the flesh. It is the only distinction among us that will survive us when we are gone hence. High
or low, princes or peasants, in riches or in beggary; all such distinctions perish when we are laid in the grave. But there is one that
lasts for ever, and runs its lines among the disembodied that are waiting
the resurrection, as universally as it now divides the people among
whom we live. The two classes into which it separates us here, are
they that are in Ohrist, and they that are not in Ohrist. The classes
beyond the grave, are they that died in Ohrist, and they that died out
of Ohrist. There is not a soul in that world that comes not under one
or the other of those denominations. We are led by these words to
speak of the present state of those who belong to the former classthe dead in Christ--those " who died in the Lord."
I. What is it to die in the Lord?
It is the last act on earth of being in the Lord. It is to close our
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Christian race as we began it, and as we ran it; it is to be found when
the messenger of death comes for us, just where every call of duty,
every trying providence, every temptation, every mercy, ever since
we began the life of faith, found us-in Christ. It is not the getting
into some new shelter; it is not the putting on some new armour; it
is not the coming of the Christian into some new relation to Christ.
It is the enduring to the end, of a relation formed when the Christian
life began. It is the abiding of the soul in the ark which it entered
when first it renounced the world. It is the having on of that whole
armour of God which we put on when first we became soldiers of Christ.
It is the Christian going through the valley and shadow of death,
precisely as he went through the dangers, and trials, and sorrows, and
duties, of this mortal life, saying, " The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall
not want"; leaning on the hand of that Shepherd, and saying, " Thy
rod and Thy staff, they comfort me." It is faith overcoming, in the
last conflict, precisely as it overcame in every previous conflict of the
Christian's pilgrimage-the same faith, resting on the same promises,
embracing the Saviour just as ever before; passing through the Jordan
as it passed through the Red Sea and the wilderness, "looking unto
Jesus." It is the child of God falling asleep in the same arms of redeeming love in which he was always embraced, and where always he
was safe in the peace of God. But we must be more particular. "There
is now no condemnatiou [saith the Apostle] to them that are in Christ
Jesus." To be in Christ, and to be a Christian, are the same state.
We have no beginning of Christian life, we have no nourishment of
Christian life, none of its consolations, none of its hopes, none of its
strength, none of its armour, except we be in Christ Jesus. But once
there, we are in possession of all that belongs to the preciousness of
the Gospel; condemnation is no more; there is grace sufficient for us
to live by, and die by; and we have the inheritance incorruptible
reserved in heaven for us-all in Christ, and all ours because we are
in Him.
Is Christ our refuge 1 We are in the Lord when we flee to Him, as
Noah fled to the ark. Is Christ our Surety and Advocate 1 We are
in the Lord when we commit the cause of our souls before the jUdgment'
seat to Him, and thus embrace Him as our representative. Is Christ
our Life, whereby alone we can live the life of holiness unto God 1
We are in the Lord, as a branch is in the vine, when we receive His
Spirit, and are thus made to live by His life. Is Christ our Righteousness 1 We are in the Lord, when, being united to Him by receiving
His Spirit, all His merits as our Mediator, His death for our sins, and
His obedience unto the law, are imputed unto us, and so we are clothed
upon with His righteousness as our justification before God. That,
on the part of Christ, which thus unites us to Him as our Refuge,
Surety, Advocate, Righteousness and Life, is His Spirit abiding in us.
That, on our part, which unites us to Him, is our faith. The life which
the Christian lives in the flesh, is " a life of faith on the Son of God; "all that Christian life, from its first breath to its last, from its first
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partaking of Christ, to its departure in Christ; in its inward partaking
of His Spirit and its outward manifestation of His grace; in all its
works, and hopes, and strength, and growth, its conflicts and final
victory-all simply a life of faith, and of faith leaning on, uniting
unto, and deriving from Christ. Nothing else on our part makes us
to be in Christ. That faith begun, we are in Him, before God. Thus
.is the sinner a Christian. His continuance as a Christian is simply
the continued exercise of that same faith. His progress in the Christian
life is just the increase of tbe strength of that same faith. It is faith
working more and more by love, and exhibiting the fruits of the Spirit
more and more maturely and abundantly. It is the daily repetition
of precisely those exercises of faith wherein the Christian life began;
each increasing with its exercise, trusting more simply in Jesus, drawing
upon His grace more freely, obeying His will more implicitly, walking
more closely with Him, living more faithfully unto Him, and thus till
death. Call to mind that bright constellation of patriarchs, and
prophets, and martyrs, which St. Paul has grouped together so beautifully in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, as illustrations of faith.
Observe how he begins with, " By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than Cain." By faith (he goes on to say) Enoch,
and Noah, and Abraham, and Moses, and a great multitude of whom
the world was not worthy, lived, and laboured, and denied themselves
and suffered and fainted not. These all lived by faith. The Apostle
sets down all their faithful examples to a life of faith. Then he adds:
" These all died in faith." I know not a better illustration of the
connection between a Christian death and a Christian life; between
living in the Lord and dying in the Lord. Where faith led them,
death found them.
On the field of their warfare, in the armour of
their confidence, ready for a longer contest, if duty called, they died.
The promises that sustained them in the trials of life were their strong
consolation in the conflict of death. Their faithful death was just
the continuance of their life of faith, uniting it to the life of eternal
blessedness with God.
But the same Apostle has in another place so striking an illustration
of the doctrine that we can not refrain from presenting it. Remark
his stirring account, in the Epistle to the Philippians, of his own earnestness on the very subject before us, namely, that he might die in the
Lord. Especially that verse: "For Whom I have suffered the loss
of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
and be found in Him." Found in Him! Here is precisely what we
are speaking of. To die in the Lord, is at death to be found in Him.
Paul valued all things as utterly worthless in comparison with that.
Does he tell us what it is to be found in Him! Yes; in the very next
words: "That I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but tho1 which is through
the faith of Christ, the nghteousness which is of God by faith." In these
words we see two descriptions of righteousness-one, our own, which
is of the law; our own obedience, whatever it be, to the law of God;
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our own works and merits under the law; the other, that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
in other words, precisely the opposite of the former; not our own
righteousness but God's; not by obedience to the law, but through
the faith of Christ; not the righteousness of the sinner, but of the
sinner's Saviour, Who fulfilled the law and endured its curse for him.
These two descriptions of righteousness are so incompatible with one
another that tbey can not coalesce. We can not wear them both
together. If we would put on one, we must renounce the other. We
can not be under the law, and under grace; trusting in our own merits,
and those of Christ, at the same time. We see, then, here, what
St. Paul meant by being found in Christ.
If found having on his own righteousness-that is, trusting thereto,
wrapping himself therein as a covering from the tempest, when the
wrath of God should come against sin, he would not be found in Christ.
He was therefore most earnest not thus to be clothed, but rather to be
perfectly stripped of all such protection. But, on the other hand, if
found trusting only in the righteousness which is provided of God in
Christ, and embraced by faith, clothed in that spotless robe which
God giveth as a wedding-garment to every soul that receives His command to the great feast of redeeming grace, then would he be found in
Christ, sheltered as perfectly from the condemnation of sin, as Noah
under the shelter of the ark from the wrath of the flood; as secure of
life eternal as He in Whose righteousness he is clothed. Thus do we
" pnt on Christ." Thus is He " made unto ns righteousness." Thus
is He "the Lord our righteousness." In that refuge, clothed upon
with that white robe, Paul was abiding when he wrote the words which
we have been now considering. It was all his hope. And there he
most earnestly desired to be found when his work should be done.
He had suffered the loss of all things for Christ; but in that righteousness he placed no trust. All that, and all else of his own, he renounced
as incapable of answering the demands of the law. Christ had suffered
all the penalty and fulfilled all the obedience of the law for him. That
was the righteousness in which his hope rejoiced. As his end drew
near, he wrapped that robe about him only the more humbly, and
confidently, and joyfully. Death found him where every trial of his
faith had found him. He fell asleep, where he had lived, "in Christ
Jesus," and now is he one of that great multitude of the dead, the
" absent from the body," over whose graves the Evangelist has written,
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
aaith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours." May we
follow him in his faith, that we be like him in his blessedness!
(To be continued.)
THE best way to get your graces strengthened is to exercise them
on Christ. We shonld not look at what we are, but should, by faith,
look at what Christ is.-Romaine.
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THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE CHOSEN ONE.

" Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest, and causest to approach unto
Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts.' we shall be sa1isfied with
the goodness of Thy house, even of Thy holy temple."-PSALM lxv. 4.

Psalm has, of course, a primary application to the people of
Israel. Doubtless it was sung in the temple worship 3000 years ago,
yet still points onward to the period indicated at the close of Isaiah's
prophecy, when the Jews shall be set as a sign amongst the nations
of the world, and shall declare the glory of the Lord among the Gentiles;
and when it shall come to pass that from one new moon to another,
and from one Sabbath to another, all flesh shall come to worship before
the God of Israel. (Isa. lxvi. 19-23.)
But the God of Israel is the God of all who, through grace, put their
trust in Him; and these precious truths have a spiritual application
to all who desire to approach Him in spiritual worship; the same
conditions prevail for all whose fellowship is truly with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.
Two thoughts are suggested in the opening verses of the Psalm :
(1) Praise waiting; (2) Prayer hindered. (1)" Praise waiteth for
Thee, 0 God." The R.V. margin gives it, "There shall be silence
before Thee, and praise"; and it has been supposed that the actual
thought in the original embraces praise in a twofold aspect: the
joyful shouting of those in health and prosperity, and the calm adoration
of those in adversity or affliction. But the thought of silent worship
and praise runs through Scripture: God is oftentimes glorified by the
silence of tranquil faith, as well as by the loud voice of exultation and
joy. A similar thought occurs in Hab. ii. 20: "The Lord is in His
holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him." Voices of the
earth must be subdued and hushed, if we are to offer acceptable praise
unto Him Who dwelleth in the heavens. Therefore," praise waiteth
for Thee, 0 God." Thou must still the discords of earth; Thou must
touch the strings of the heavenly lyre with the breath of Thy love,
and make them quiver with the music that is sweet unto Thee; Thou
must attune our hearts to the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, if we
are ever to sing the songs that make melody in Thine ears.
2. "0 Thou That hearest prayer"! We meet in the house of prayer:
our hearts are burdened with a desire to pray; but" matters of
iniquity" prevail against us. The Lord's ear is not heavy that it
can not hear; He is ever gracious, ever willing: before we call, He
will answer; while we are yet speaking He will hear. Yet" iniquities
prevail." If we glance through this Psalm we notice it is a glorious
harvest song of thanksgiving unto God; and there is just this one
discordant note: "Iniquities prevail." How blessed to kuow the
remedy is already prepared by the mercy of God. There is no full
stop there. The iniquities (the evil principle) may be manifest; but
the transgressions (the evil practice) are provided for. "Thou shalt
purge them away" (atoningly cover them). It is an emphatic pronoun
THIS
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here; it is the ever-present Lord of the Covenant unto Whom the soul
turns in confident trust. The altar of incense as well as the mercy seat
is sprinkled with the blood of atonement; and" if we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9).
I. "Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest." 1/ He chooses, and
when He has chosen, the result must be blessing, yea, blessing upon
blessing; for the word here, as in all similar connections, is in the
plural number: "0 the blessednesses of those whom Thou choosest ! '
To be blessed is to be spiritually happy. As Cruden says, it is God's
purpose to make us " perfectly happy in the full enjoyment. of Himself
in heaven." But it is also His desire and purpose that the happiness
should begin in this life; and hence we find all Scriptural blessedness
centres in two things: (a) What God has done for us; (b) Our life
of faith and obedience before Him. The Book of Psalms opens with
a portrait of the godly man (Ps. i. 1-3), and this is actually and literally
true only of the Chosen One of God, the second Man Who is the Lord
from heaven. But the terms used set forth the gracious position
and happiness of the believer who is in Christ, in contrast to the state
of the ungodly who are out 0/ Christ. And it all begins with God's
choice. The believer has not been planted by the rivers of water by
his own will, or by his own hand. He has been transplanted out of
the soil of nature into the soil of grace. That is the significance of
the word in Ps. i., and also in J er. xvii. 7, and elsewhere; and it is
an exact equivalent of the New Testament word in Col. i. 13: "translated out of the authority of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of
His love." A comparison of Ps. i. 3 with Ps. xxxvii. 35 presents the
same contrast. In the latter passage we see the lawless one-the one
in whose heart the law of the Lord has no place or authority-spreading
himself like a tree which has never been transplanted--" a green tree
in its native soil" (R.V.). It is only those who have been" transplanted into the house of the Lord" that can " flourish in the courts
of our God" (Ps. xcii. 13).
In the eternal counsels "be/ore the foundation 0/ the world" three
things were decreed: (a) The Father's love was set on the Son (John
xvii. 24); (b) The believer was eternally chosen in Christ (Eph. i. 4) ;
(c) The" Lamb without blemish and without spot" was fore-ordained
to be slain (1 Peter i. 20).
This is the three/old cord that can never be broken, that rescues the
hell-deserving sinner from the grip of the wicked one, and binds him
up in the same bundle of life with the Holy One of God. In the
heavenly Zion is set the Living Stone-the Stone which has been in
the quarry of the Godhead from all eternity; the chief Corner Stone,
chosen of God, and precious (1 Peter ii. 4); and into that tried foundation Stone are being built up by sovereign grace the living stones which
form the" chosen generation," the" people for His own possession,"
who alone can tell out the praises of Him Who hath called them" out
of darkness into His marvellous light." Do we in any adequate
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sense appreciate the blessedness of this position! In these days of
scientific doubt aud increasing apostasy, it is more than ever necessary
that we should explore these glorious truths, and stay our souls upon
the bed-rock doctrines of God's unchangeable Word-that Word
which He has magnified above all His name (Ps. cxxxviii. 2). All
manner of modern heresies are abroad as regards man's relationship
and responsibility to God, and the "Gospel" that is preached in thousands
of so-called Christian pulpits is not the good tidings declared by the
Apostles, and sealed by the blood of the martyrs of J esllS. It comes
from man, and not from God. The" saviour" is a saviour of human
creation, and not the Anointed One of God Who is unveiled to mortal
view only in the Scriptures of truth.
Though "chosen of God and precious," it was necessary in the
Divine purpose that He should be "disallowed" by the princes of
this world-" refused,"-" despised and rejected of men." When
He hung upon the cross, they "derided Him, saying, He saved
others; let Him save Himself, if He be Christ, the chosen of God"
(Luke xxiii. 35): and this shameful derision is being perpetuated
now. The men of itching ears have come, and they do not want the
old teaching of the Divinely-appointed Sin-bearer and Substitute:
they "disallow" and "reject" the" faith once for all delivered to
the saints" (Jude 3) as an effete thing, and will grant no sufferance
to those who proclaim it. Thus it is that the same world that despised
and rejected the Lord Jesus still disowns and disallows all who remain
faithful to Him. "Because ye are not of the world," He says, "but
I have chosen yon out of the world, therefore the world hateth you"
(John xv. 19). Here is a test of the reality of our religion. Have we
been disallowed and disowned of the world! Do we in any sense or
form bear the reproach of Christ! Someone has beautifully said,
" We can never be at home in that world in which our Lord was for
us an outcast." If we are represented in Him within the veil, we
must be bearing His reproach without the camp. The faith that
will stand the test in the day of adversity, and the hour of death, is
the faith that is grounded and settled upon the sovereign grace of
our Covenant-keeping God: that knows the blessedness of His choice,
and the joy of being sanctified by the suffering without the gate:
and that rests secure for time and for eternity in the hollow of His
hand.
n. " And causest to approach unto Thee." This is the next step,
consequent on the choosing. Vve are chosen" to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter ii. 5): it is
for this purpose He brings us near.
As soon as Israel came into possession of the land which God had
given to them, the Lord chose the place in which alone they were
permitted to approach unto Him; and there alone was it lawful
to offer burnt-offerings, to pay their vows, and perform their ceremonial
worship. Over and over again in the Levitical economy there had
to be reconciliation and agreement effected, before God and His people
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could meet together in peace. Hence says the prophet Amos (ch. iii.
3) in reminding Israel of the iniquities which had separated between
them and God, " Can two walk together except they be agreed ~ "i.e., unless and until they have met at the appointed meeting-place, and
been reconciled. It is the same word here that is used in the Book
of Exodus in several significant passages, where God says to Moses,
" There I will meet with thee"; by appointment I will meet with thee
at the appointed place: and if they fulfilled the conditions as regards
the manner of approach, God was pledged by His own word to keep
the appointment.
And there were just two places, or rather, two spots in the same
place, where the Lord fulfilled this promise, and ever kept His appointment with His people: At the altar of burnt-offering at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation: there as the initial act of their
worship, sacrifice was offered and reconciliation made (Ex. >Lxix. 42,
43); At the altar of incense which was" before the vail that is
by the ark of the testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the
testimony" (Ex. xxv. 22; xxx. 6). As in relation to Israel in the
former dispensation, God chose the place as well as the nation: so
in this dispensation, He not only chooses the sinner, but also the ground
upon which alone he can approach Wlto Him. The sacrifices perpetually offered upon the brazen altar all pointed to the one perfect
offering once offered in the fullness of tinle on Calvary's cross, when
God's wrath and man's sin met on the sinless Sin-bearer: when God's
justice was satisfied, and everlasting peace procured for every bloodwashed sinner.
The altar of incense before the veil, and the mercy seat within the
veil, pointed to Him Whose meritoriousness alone brings us near to
God. The rending of the veil "in the midst" by an invisible hand
was the symbolic evidence that by that one perfect sacrifice unto
God, the way into the holiest was at last made manifest. He only
could say, " Thy law is within My heart" (Ps. xl. 8)-as the unbroken
tables were within the ark of the testinlony beneath the mercy seat.
Since He has purged onr sius, and sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high, His resting-place becomes the throne of grace, unto
which we are at all times invited to "come with boldness, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help ill time of need" (Heb. iv.
16). Thus the hour" now is, when the true worshippers worship the
Father in spirit and in truth" (John iv. 23). It is no longer a question
of the place, of the earthly priest or the earthly altar, nor of any repetition of any earthly sacrifice; but the spirit and the truth. The
sacrifice has been consummated for ever, and the true and only
Minister of the sanctuary-the Priest Whose priesthood is untransferablc--" ever liveth to make intercession for us" (Heb. vii. 24, 25).
To approach God in any other than the appointed way, i.e., upon
any other ground than the merits and satisfaction of the Lord Jesus
Christ, is to repeat the sin of Nadab and Abihu, and to offer strange
fire before the Lord. Having chosen us in Him, God " causes us to
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approach" in Him; and this is not to be a transitory or short-lived
experience: He causes us to approach in order that we may dwell.
IH. "That he may dwell in Thy courts." The word" dwell" here
signifies to reside permanently: it is closely akin to the New Testament
word" abide" as used so frequently in the writings of St. John. In
the first temple there were three principal courts: (1) The Court of
the Gentiles; (2) The Court of Israel; (3) The Inner Court in which
the priests and, Levites exercised their ministry. Here was the
sanctuary of J ehovah.
But in this dispensation of the Holy Spirit, God "dwelleth not
in temples made with hands" (Acts xvii. 24). "I dwell:' He says,
" in the high and holy place; with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit" (Isa. lvii. 15). That first temple-beautiful and
glorious as it was-was but a type and a symbol of the heart of the
sinner, renewed by grace Divine; and it is in these inglorious hearts
of ours, if we are true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, that the God
of the Covenant elects to dwel!. "Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in yon? " (1 Cor. iii. 16.)
" Ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath said. I will dwell
in them" (2 Cor. vi. 16). It is only on the ground of these gracious
promises that we are permitted to "dwell in His courts:' and to show
forth His praises. In the first epistle of John there are two spiritual
dwelling-places set over against each other, and they are with us to-day:
One is in the world which lieth in the wicked one. The other
is in the love of God. If" we have known and believed the love that
God hath to us," i.e., the love that He hath manifested toward us in
the unspeakable gift of the Son of His love; then, in a spiritual sense,
we dwell no longer in the world, but in the love of God: "He that
dwelleth (or abideth) in love dwelleth in God, and God in him" (1 John
iv. 16). His courts essentially indicate nearness to Him; the place
that is permeated with His presence; and the end for which we are
chosen, the purpose for which He causes us to approach, is that we
may abide in nearness to Him; we at all times welcome to Him, He
at all times accessible to us. This is the precious thought in Ps. xlvi. 1
-" a very present help "-a help quickly or readily found-an ever
available God.
IV. " We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house, even of
Thy holy temple." While the" courts" indicate nearness, the" house"
speaks of satisfaction, as the "temple" speaks of holiness. Not
only are we brought into the i=ediate presence of God, but into
the Father's Home-into the Divine sanctuary. We enjoy the
bounteous goodness of the Father's house, because we have been made
fellow-partakers of His grace (Phi!. i. 7): we endure the preciousness
of the Father's discipline in order that we may be made fellow-partakers
of His holiness (Heb. xii. 10). Oh, the unspeakable blessedness of it!
Well may our souls in ecstasy cry: "We shall be satisfied!" Yet it
is only in a degree that this can be the soul's experience now; only
in a measure can we yet inherit the blessing of Naphtali and br
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satisfied with the favour of the Lord, and filled with the goodness of
His house (Deut. xxxiii. 23). It is only when we " see Him as He is "
that we shall praise Him as we ought: it is only when faith gives place
to sight, when the change which is spiritual transformation (2 Cor. iii.
18) shall be made manifest in the change which will be supernatural
reconstitution (1 Cor. xv. 51), when we shall behold His face in righteousness, and be like Him; it is only then that we shall be truly satisfied
with the goodness of His house, and" with His likeness" (Ps. xvii. 15).
But just as in the case of Israel in their temple worship, faith
anticipated the glorious prophecy afterwards given, and yet to be
fulfilled in the day when His people "shall be satisfied with
His goodness" (Jer. xxxi. 12, 14); so may we "by grace, through
faith," anticipate in some measure the satisfaction of our heavenly
inheritance. Truly we live in days of drought and famine, so far as
the faithful ministry of the Word is concerned; but there are promises
of our Covenant-keeping God which have surely been given us just
for this very season: "The Lord shall satisfy thy soul in drought"
(Isa. lviii. 11); "In the days of famine they shall be satisfied" (Ps.
xxxvii. 19); and while our souls thirst for Him, and our flesh longeth
after Him" in a dry and thirsty land where no water is," we may rest
in His lovingkindness, which is better than life, and lift up our hands
in His name, and cry-" My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow
and fatness, and my mouth shall praise Thee with joyfnl lips" (Ps.
lxiii. 5). And" He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry
soul with goodness" (Ps. cvii. 9).
Cookley, Worcester.
W. P.

"I KNOW."
I WAS asked lately by one of the Lord's dear children to write upon
the" I know" of the believer, and the" I know" of the Lord, with
the hope that the study might be a help to some dear readers of this
MAGAZINE. I have been looking into the subject, which is very extensive;
indeed, volumes might be written upon it, and I feel I can take only a
very few of the believer's" I know," and will leave the consideration
of the" I know" of the Lord to a future paper, if it be His graciolls
will.
I remember some years ago going to a series of Bible Readings upon
the" We know" in the First Epistle of St. John, and it was wonderful
how many-I think nineteen-were brought out and commented
upon. It was a precious season to the soul then to discover how
many tests or marks the Lord gives to His people in order that they
may be firmly assured of their interest in Him.
Now, in the "I know" into which we are going to look, the
words are declarations of facts of which we are confidently certain.
"I know" signifies more than simply head knowledge or intellectual
belief. It means to be familiar with by experience, to be perfectly
certain of. We may be sure that all the believer's" J know" are
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very clearly apprehended; are received into the very system, ao to
speak. They are vehement, emphatic, and full. Therefore it is no
mere careless form of speech with him to say" I know."
The first" I know" that is the discovery of the child of God is one
of St. Paul's, in Rom. vii. 18: "I know that in me (that is, in my
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing." The Lord saw that every imagination
of the thoughts of the heart of man was only evil continually. This
was a sorrowful sight down all the ages to Him when gazing not only
upon the world in wickedness, but also upon His chosen people in
particular. And this is the sight which the awakened sinner has to
confront. "I know that in me dwelleth no good thing." By the
Divine operation of the Holy Spirit he is enlightened; he sees and
knows with bitter shame and sorrow how helpless, how ruined, how
awful his condition is. But he is not left in despair. He needs a
Saviour, and a great one; and when, like the penitent of old, he exclaims
in the bitterness of his heart and in the sorrow of his spirit, " Behold,
I am vile," then the peace-speaking blood of Jesus is applied and
cleanses him from all sin. He then can say with the erstwhile blind
man whom Jesus anointed, "One thing I know, that, whereas I was
blind, now I see." And not only does he see his guilt, but he sees and
knows the Saviour. He continues through his mortal life to know
ever more and more that in him dwelleth no good thing; to know
that whatever is of good repute is not after the flesh but is of the Spirit.
He is a new man in Christ Jesus, and though the old nature prompted
by the arch-enemy of souls still struggles for the mastery, yet he is
upheld by the Spirit, led by the Spirit, made victorious by the Spirit.
Though continually engaged in warfare, desperate warfare, yet he is
always triumphant, because he is in Christ and therefore invincible.
The saved sinner can adopt another" I know," that of Job in chapter
xiii. 18: "I know that I shall be justified." Poor Job! With a
suffering body, accumulated loss of property, and bereavement of
children, with a mocking wife, with hard calculating friends-" miserable comforters" as he called them-with a sore bowed-down spirit
full of sorrow and anguish, yet amidst all he held on his way, his strong
faith shining out in frequent expressions of holy confidence. "Though
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him" was his distressed cry, and then
later on, "I know that I shall be justified." He was struggling in the
dark, but he was brought out into the light. God had His purpose
concerning him, a purpose which doubtless embraced the encouragement of all His believing suffering people throughout time. It was
the intention of the Evil One to overthrow Job and to defeat the
Lord, yet he lost as he always will. He may torture the child of God
even to cursing the day in which he was born, as Job did; yet the
Lord will deliver him with rejoicing and bring forth his righteousness
as the noon-day. He will be enabled to look up and say, "I k1ww
that I shall be justified." Yes, by " the righteousness of God which is
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe."
"Christ J esllS . . . the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."
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" I know that I shall be justified," for He Himself is the justifier, and
" I know that I shall not be ashamed" (Isa. !. 7). T,hese words are
followed by " He is near That justifieth me." Well indeed then do I
know that I shall not be ashamed, since He undertakes my cause.
"I know that Thou canst do everything" (Job xlii. 2), was the
acknowledgment of Job. Everything! How much that comprises.
The Lord can wound and heal, accuse and justify, bring down and
raise up. He can impoverish and enrich, reproach and comfort, bring
into darkness and into everlasting light. "I know that Thou canst
do everything."
Another" I know." "I know that the way of man is not in himself ;
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. x. 23). This" I
know" is all of the Lord to open out the way from difficulty. Repeated
failure in taking one's own way brings one at last to acknowledge
from experience, "I know that the way of man is not in himself," not
in his own wisdom or sight or knowledge or righteousness. This brings
us to another" I know," in Ps. xx. 6: "I know that the Lord saveth
His anointed." David said, "Now know I that the Lord saveth."
He had just proved it. And so will every dear child of God. Yes,
and also endorse the truth of Ps. cm. 75: "I know, 0 Lord, that
Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted
me." So strong is the faith of the Psalmist in the loving dealings of the
Lord in affliction that he goes on to say, "Let, I pray Thee, Thy
merciful kindness be for my comfort."
This leads us to another very sweet" I know," in Ecc!' viii. 12:
" Surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God." It
shall be well, it shall be well, though the days seem evil and the afflictions
heavier than we can bear; though sins press down like a great weight,
and the accuser flings his fiery darts; though friends misjudge and
foes are scornful, yet in spite of all this, "I know surely that it shall
be wel!." These words of faith may be linked with another declaration in 1 Cor. xiii. 12: "Now I know in part." I am firmly persuaded
though I see not; I am quite certain though I see only through a
glass darkly, see only as a child sees, without understanding; see only
very dimly. Ab, but a triumphant " I shall know" gives faith the
joy·note, " Then shall I know even as also I am known." I am known,
for my Father knows me; my Covenant Redeemer knows me; the
Spirit Himself knows my infirmities. I know only partially, but
then in unveiled brightness I shall know; know all, and see all; the
depth from which I was raised, and the height of blessedness around
me. "I shall know."
Dear bereaved reader, in thy sorrow set thy seal to the" I know" of
poor grieving Martha: "I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day." Jesus had a sweet surprise in store for her.
Her dear brother was raised to life again that day. She thought of
the resurrection of the dead at the last day, but she clasped again her
living brother on earth. And, my reader, you too can say, " I know
that he 'or she' will rise again; rise again in brighter glory than
35
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Lazarus." Lazarus rose to be subject again to death and sorrow and
persecution, see John xii. 10, 11: "The chief priests consulted that
they might put Lazarus also to death; because that by reason of him
many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus." But thy beloved
shall die no more; death shall have no more dominion, for Christ
hath died and risen again. Say to thyself, "I know that' he or she'
shall rise again"; yes, and die no more. Take all the comfort of
these precious words.
Then look at Job xix. 25: "I know that my Redeemer liveth."
Ah! He liveth evermore-evermore. "I am He that liveth, and was
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore "-my Redeemer, my
Kinsman. And, "Because I live, ye shall live also." How constantly we find the sweet dual life-" I and you"; "I in them" ;
" Christ liveth in me."
Just one more" I know." "I know Whom I have believed"
(2 Tim. i. 12). Dear reader, on this" I know" hang all the safety,
all the joy, all the blessedness of the risen life in Christ Jesus. "I
know Whom," not" I know what "-a loving living real Person, the
God-Man, the One in Whom we are " knit together," and to 'Whom
we are knit together. "I know." He is no stranger to me. I know
His heart, I know His love, I am acquainted with His dealings. I
know now only in part, but this I know surely that it shall be well with
them that fear God. I know Him not superficially but intimately;
not as a wayfaring man that tarrieth only for a night, but as a loved
Indweller, never leaving, always with me. And I am looking for that
blessed hope-His coming again" with all His saints." This I meditate upon with fervent joy, for I know that when He shall appear I shall
be like Him, for I shall see Him as He is. Like Him, and with Him for
evermore. I shall fully know and·fully love. "I know Whom I have
believed," and I know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, and
I look forward to the time whenH

I shall see His face,
And never never sin,

And from the riches of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."
NETTlE.

" SEEN" AND "NOT SEEN."
" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God. . . . Beloved, now are we the sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as
He is."-1 JOHN iii. 1, 2.
So many beautiful contrasts are presented' to us in the Word of God
under the two heads of " seen" and" not seen," that it must needs be
profitable to put some of them side by side and look at them in the light
they shed on each other. Take first Psalm xxxvii. The whole Psahn is
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one range of contrasts, summed up simply into the great difference
between the righteous and the wicked, or, as the heading of the Psalm
puts it, "The different estate of the Godly and the wicked." This Psalm,
especially the first part of it, is so well known and so well loved, that it
need not be commented on now, though we may just notice the end of
the two classes as stated at the commencement and the conclusion of
the Psalm. We are told of the "evildoers" in the two first verses,
that they" shall" "be cut down" and " withered"; while we are
told just the contrary of ".the perfect man" (v. 37) in the last two
verses-he "shall" be strengthened, helped, delivered, saved!
Now notice the" seen" and the" not seen" in verses 25 and 35.
David, declaring himself to be an " old" man and therefore with an
old man's experience, says, " I have been young, and now am old; yet
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."
What a grand assnrance for the Godly, including" his seed," and thus
extending to his children's children. Trials we may and shall havethey are all inclnded in the Covenant-- but our Triune God, Father, Son,
and Spirit, have pledged Their threefold fullness to seek, deliver, keep,
and save to the end every blood-bought soul. Neither the Covenantors
nor the Covenant will fail. It is an almighty Covenant, emanating from
an almighty Godhead. We who are His children are very safe in spite
of all snrrounding storms. But David, as an old man, adds another
testimony. He had watched" the righteous" and" never seen [them]
forsaken." But he had also watched" the wicked," with a contrary
result. This is what he observed about them: "I have seen the
wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree.
Yet he passed away, and, 10, he was not; yea, I sought him, but he
could not be found. . _ . The transgressors shall be destroyed together;
the end of the wicked shall be cut off" (vv. 35, 36, 38). What a
contrast indeed! Yet many of the children of God to-day can testify
to the same sad sight. Yes! and we can also testify to the" different
estate of the Godly," who are" saved in the Lord with an everlasting
. "
saI vatIOn.
David's contrast in the" seen" and the "not seen" touches our
"estate." Paul gives US a contrast as concerning our experience. What
does he tell us about our" afflictions" in 2 Cor. iv. 17, 181 He says,
" Onr light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen
are eternal." Ah! it is only when we look off, on, and up, that we
realize that it is a " light affliction" and" but for a moment." Long,
weary, and pressing indeed seems the weight of " the things which are
seen" until we look beyond to the" weight of glory." "The things
which are seen"---sight and not fait,h has to do with these: "The
things which are not seen" concern faith and not sight. Let us look
not at the things which are seen-they are too overwhelming, too
stupendous, too insurmountable for us to care or dare to venture to
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look long at them. Rather let us turn the eye of faith on the grand
unseen realities. Maybe the word satisfaction sums them up best.
"I will behold," that is, see, " Thy face in righteousness: I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness" (Ps. xvii. 15). "He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isa. liii. 11); a
perfect twofold satisfaction-He "shall be satisfied" with us, we
" shall be satisfied" with Him. He shall see His bestowed glory in us
and " shall be satisfied"; we shall see His revealed glory of Himself
and" shall be satisfied." He" shall be satisfied" with the result of
His work for us; we" shall be satisfied" with the Worker of the
result Himself. Aye, well may we "look" at these" things," long,
hard, and steadily; there is satisfaction in the very contemplation of
them. What then will be the satisfaction of the realization of them?
This leads us to another" see" and" not see:' in Isa. xxxiii. 17, 19.
" Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." What a sight! Our
heart may indeed meditate on it, while the conception is still utterly
beyond us. We can not picture, can not guess at "His beauty." It is
too grand, too glorious for finite eyes. We can only look forward to
seeing it, and to enjoying the intensity of His love in all its fullness
when" this mortal shall have put on immortality."
Now turn to v. 19 and see the contrast between it and v. 17. "Thou
shalt not see . . . a people of a deeper speech thau thou canst perceive;
of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand." Recall a
corresponding preceding promise: "The tongue of the stammerers
shall be ready to speak plainly" (xxxii. 4). Add to these two more
promises, one in chapter xxx. v. 20, and the other in chapter lii. v. 8.
" Yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but
thine eyes shall see thy teachers": ., They shall see eye to eye." Thus
we shall then have perfect eyesight and perfect unity. There is grand
comfort beneath the surface of each of these precious assurances. How
seldom we fully" see eye to eye" with any human friend. How often
our "teachers" are" removed into a corner." Perchance by death
or distance they are taken away from us and we can not see them as
we would and as we used to. Perchance by worse than these! Terribly
frequently it is sin which removes our "teachers" "into a corner." They
are still with us, still close at hand, and yet far off, crouched in "a
corner," disgraced, ashamed, "removed." "Removed" by sin from
the high place which they formerly occupied in our estimation. This
is the saddest phase that can possibly mar the earthly unity of Christian
friends. And yet how many readers, as well as the writer, can recall
such dark experiences. But follow the other idea suggested in that
glorious contrast in Isa. xxxiii. It is the same thought, but apart from
sin. Rarely is our spiritual intercourse below on an absolntely equal
footing. More often one is older than the other in spiritual discernment
and knowledge. We meet some, and they" stammer "-they have
got no further than babyhood. We meet others, and alas! they are
beyond us. It is a "deeper speech" than we as yet have learned;
almost a foreigu language to us. They have dug " deeper" into the
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Word than we have, and their" speech bewrayeth it." We can not
" perceive" their meaning, for it is wholly beyond our comprehension.
And from each we turn away disheartened and dissatisfied. But it
shall not be so there! "Thine eyes shall see the King," and all else
will also be perfect. "Thou shalt not see" these inequalities, for they
will not exist. The intercourse will be equal in its depth and meaning.
All will "understand" the" speech," and" the tongue of the stammerers" at last shall" speak plainly."
Mine" eyes shall see the King in His beauty." Ah! dear child of
God, why? Because" Thine eyes did see my SUbstance, yet being
unperfect." " Fearfully and wonderfully made" and though" made
in secret," yet" my substance was not hid from Thee." "And in Thy
book all my members were written, what days they should be fashioned,
when as yet there was none of them" (Ps. cxxxix. 15, 16, margin).
And the place is likewise written in His book; for we read in Ps. lxxxvii.:
" The Lord shall count, when He writeth up the people, that this man
was born there." Of" Philistia," " Tyre," "Ethiopia" and" Zion"
it shall be said, This and that man was born in her. Yes, beloved
fellow-saint, all was perfectly planned, both the day and the place of
our spiritual birth. No failure was either probable or possible, for
all was foreordained. "Thine eyes did see" me in the past--all my
blackness, all my weakness, all my helplessness, and loved and chose
me not",ithstanding. And mine" eyes shall see" Thee in the futureall Thy" beauty," all Thy grace, and all Thy glory. This shall surely
be the final result, the consummation, of this great gracious heavenly
love. For our Covenant-making God is also a Covenant-keeping God.
Since" mine eyes have seen Thy salvation" during time, mine " eyes
shall see the King" during eternity. Thus we have the work of the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit; and a past, present, and future
provision. The Covenant was made "before the foundation of the
world," and the Spirit is always operating to carry it out by " bringing
many sons to glory." "My substance "-the Lord Jesus Christ is
speaking of Himself, the Head, and includes all the members of His
body. He tells His Father, "Thine eyes did see My whole, completed
substance," "I and the children which God hath given Me" (Heb. ii.
13). And we, as members of the body, take up the words of the Head
and say, " Thine eyes did see my substance" in the past; "Mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation" in the present; and Mine " eyes shall see the
King in His beauty" in the future. How little we know how soon we
shall see Him. "But we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be
like Him; for we shall see Him as He is." May His grace enable us to
" abide in Him; that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence,
and not be ashamed before Him at His coming."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
THE reason why we enjoy so little Gospel peace, is because we keep
at home so little with J esus.-Berridge.
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CLIFTON CONFERENCE, 1913.

THE invitation to the forthcoming Conference, just issued, says:
The Jubilee of the Clifton Conference to be held (God willing) at
the Victoria Rooms, on Wednesday and Thursday, Oct. 8th and 9th,
1913. Subject:"THE COMING OF THE LORD DRAWETH NIGH."
Wednesday, October 8th, at 11.0 a.m. and 7.0 p.m., "Conference
Subject." Thursday, October 9th, at 11.0 a.m., Subject continued.
Same day, at 7.0 p.m., Conference Sermon and Lord's Supper, at
St. Mary-le-Port Church, City.
SOME SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.
" The time is at hand" (Rev. i. 3).
" For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will
not tarry" (Heb. x. 37).
" We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for
we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2).
" Behold, I come quickly; blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of
the prophecy of this Book" (Rev. xxii. 7).
" And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself .. that where I am, there ye may be also" (John
xiv. 3).
3, BERKELEY SQUARE,
CLIFTON, BRISTOL, August, 1913.
BELOVED FRIENDS, FELLOW BELIEVERS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,In the blessed hope of the promised Coming Again of the LORD and
of our gathering unto Him at His glorious Appearing, I have the
special privilege of inviting yon to
THE JUBILEE
of the CLIFTON CONFERENCE, which, please GOD, will meet at the
VICTORIA ROOMS, CLIFTON, in OCTOBER next.
The LORD has again deigned to lay npon myself, as His most humble
instrument, the great honour of convening His beloved people in
His holy Name, in succession to sainted SAMUEL AnRAHAM WALKER,
who founded the Convention so long ago as half a century. All
thanks and praise be given to the HOLY ONE Who now for more than
thirty years has permitted His unworthy witness to tread in the dear
gathered servant's footsteps in this ministry, and to spiritually serve
the blood-ransomed people of the MOST HIGH. During that lengthened
period vast numbers of established believers have been taken from
our midst, and have exchanged the attitude of waiting for the SON
of GOD from heaven for that of a joyful entrance into the Kingdom
of the Glory, and are now with Himself-which is a far, very far,
" better thing" (Heb. xi. 40). This is the blessed theme, then, " foreseen" and "prepared" of our loving GOD for His patiently waiting
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saints to consider, and to the anticipation of which by faith and SPIRITquickened expectations, they are now most lovingly bidden.
The FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY SPIRIT are ineffably concerned
in the inspired Word proposed for contemplation at our projected
CoNFERENCE; for the indivisible, TRIUNE J EHOVAB is HIMSELF the
inexhaustible SUBJECT of DIVINE REVELATION. We, therefore,
expectantly gather around the sure Word of His grace-" ANn THE
LORD DIRECT YOUR HEARTS INTO THE LOVE OF GOD, AND INTO THE
PATIENT WAITING FOR CHRIST" (2 Thess. iii. 5).
We humbly submit to the LORD'S dear people that, in the inspired
order of mention, the Divine Persons in this sacred Scripture are (a)
the HOLY SPIRIT (" the LORD "); (b) GOD, the FATHER; and (c)
CHRIST, the BELOVED REDEEMER--waited for! Brethren in the
LORD, we shall (D.V.) assemble in the VICTORIA ROOMS, CLIFTON, on
OCTOBER 8th and 9th, devoutly to consider"THE CoMING OF THE LORD DRAWETH NIGH" (James v. 8).
On the preceding evening (the 7th) at 7.30 o'clock,
shall gather
in the VICTORIA ROOMS to supplicate the LORD'S blessing on the
CONFERENCE; also the entire WEDNESDAy-ll.O a.m. to 9.30 p.m.(October 8th) being devoted to the Subject for the day; together with
the morning of THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9th, when ADDRESSES on the
main topic selected will be continued till one o'clock p.m.
ADDRESSES will be given on the LORD'S WORK on the Wednesday
afternoon, and the BIBLE READING will (D.V.) meet on both WEDNESDAY
and THURSDAY afternoons at 3.0 o'clock as in former years. The
LORD'S dear people are affectionately invited to gather for worship
on the THURSDAY evening at St. Mary-le-Port Church, City, at 7.0
0' clock, when a Special Sermon will be preached on the Conference
Subject (the PREACHER'S name to be announced later). and the LORD'S
SUPPER will be administered to GOD'S beloved people. A THANKOFFERING will be collected for the expenses of the Conference, the
balance (if any) to be given to the funds of the" United Bristol
Mission" (undenominational). These plans are prayerfully laid
before the LORD for His approval and disposal, that He may be abundantly glorified, and His dear people richly edified. Thus, beloved, the
JUBILEE CONFERENCE will prove to many souls to be a season of
peculiar benediction from on high. Above all, may the TRIUNE
J EHOVAH be glorified.
May I, dear friends, earnestly solicit your intercessions on my
personal behalf, that strength and guidance may be granted by the
LORD in my bearing the strain: of this special, yet most blessed, service!
Affectionately yours in CHRIST,
J AMES ORMISTON,
Rector 0/ St_ Mal'Y-le-Port.
NOTES.
1. PRELIMINARY PRAYER IIfEETINGS.-0ur local friends will kindly
note that MEETINGS for PRAYER will be held at the VICTORIA ROOMS
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(D.V.) on two FRIDAY EVENINGS preceding the Conference, at 7.30
0' clock, viz., September 19th and 26th; and at MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH
ROOMS on FRIDAY EVENING, October 3rd, at 7.30. There will also
be a MEETING for PRAYER on TUESDAY EVENING, October 7th, at
7.30 o'clock, at the VICTORIA ROOMS, to ask the LORD'S blessing on
ourselves and others, and that, as the fruit of the Conference, God's
work in us and through us may be abundantly prospered.
2. EARLY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS.-An EARLY MORNING
PRAYER MEETING (at 7.0 o'clock) will be held at the VICTORIA ROOMS
on each of the two days of the Conference. These Meetings will be
closed not later than 8.0 a.m. The presence of the Lord's" remembrancers" at these meetings is specially desired.
3. BIBLE READINGs.-A BIBLE READING will be conducted at
3.0 o'clock on WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY (Particulars hereafter).
4. AFI'ERNOON MEETINGs.-The interval (3.0 to 5.0) between the
principal meetings will be devoted to HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY
ADDRESSES, and to other efforts for the furtherance of the LORD'S
WORK throughout the world.
5. REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND THANKSGIVDIG must in all cases be
authenticated by the name and address of the sender. Anonymous
communications can not, for obvious reasons, be recognized. The name
of the sender will, of course, be treated confidentially. All communications should be addressed-" To the CONVENER of the Clifton
Conference, 3, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol."
6. THE LORD'S SUPPER.-At 7.0 o'clock on THURSDAY EVENING,
October 9th, a SPECIAL COMMUNION SERVICE will be held, and the
CONFERENCE SERMON preached, at St. Mary-le-Port Church, City.
(Particulars hereafter.)
7. HYMN BOOKS.-Copies of the HYMNS used at all the meetings
will be on sale at the doors, price One Penny.
8. RESERVED SEATS.-Friends desirous of securing RESERVED SEATS
(Stalls) for the Conference Meetings can obtain tickets, price 2s. each,
on application (by post or personally) to the Hall-keeper, Mr. MONTGOMERY, Victoria Rooms, Clifton, Bristol. A Plan of the seats is
now on view at the Victoria Rooms. The Tickets are ready, and early
application, to prevent disappointment, is advised.
9. PROPOSED REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE.-A full REPORT of the
Conference, the Addresses being revised by the Speakers, will be
published (price One Shilling) if written orders (not money) be left at
the doors of the Victoria Rooms during the Conference, or sent to
THE CARLYLE PRESS, 52, Park Row, Bristol, for not fewer than 700
copies. Printed Order Forms may be obtained at the Bookstall.
EXPENSES OF CoNFERENcE.-The estimated expenses amount to
about £50, and any surplus is given to the undenominational work
of the" UNITED BRISTOL MISSION." No Collections are made at the
meetings, but Boxes are placed at the doors to receive the willing offerings
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of those who value the privileges of the Conference. The Convener
and several local friends also receive Donations. "Freely ye have
received, freely give" (Matt. x. 8).
All communications having reference to the Conference should be
addressed to the CoNVENER OF CLIFTON CONFERENCE, 3, Berkeley
Square, Clilton, Bristol.
JESUS IN SOLOMON'S PORCH.
" And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch."-JoHN x. 23.
JESUS in all His meekness and in all His majesty walked in the temple
in Solomon's porch-He Who said, " Learn of Me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart"; He of Whom it was said, " His glory is great in Thy
salvation," and, "In Thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth
and meekness and righteousness; and Thy right hand shall teach
Thee terrible things." Jesus, the Child born, the Son given, in the
days of His flesh "walked in the temple"; Jesus the great and
glorious Head of the Church, and the Saviour of it.
" How glorious is the Church's Head,
The Son of God, the woman's Seed;
How searchless is His noble cla.n,

The First, the Last, the Second Man."
Yes, He Who walked in Eden in the cool of the day, now in the
nature of the children and seed of Abraham, "walked in the temple"
in Jerusalem. Eden of old was His by creation, for He made it when
He made all things. The temple was His by design and dedication,
a place set apart for His presence and worship, although greatly profaned by the doings of those who professed to be His people and
worshippers of Him, and who boasted that Abraham waB their father,
and that they were his children. Where then had He a greater right
to be than in the court of the temple? Even as was predicted of Him
by the last of the Old Testament prophets-holy men who spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost: "And the Lord, Whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the Covenant,
Whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts."
Already had the prophecy been fulfilled and made good, as when the
Child Jesus was brought to the temple in His infancy, and old Simeon
took Him in his arms; again, when at twelve years of age He was found
in the temple court sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing
them and asking them questions; again, when He made a whip of
small cords and drove from the temple courts those who made His
Father's house an house of merchandise. And now He walks in
Solomon's porch, to assert His doctrine, and defend and vindicate it
against the cavilling and opposition of His adversaries.
As He walked upon the Sea of Galilee when it was tempestuous, so
now He sets His face against a windy storm and tempest raised against
Him by unbelieving Jews, against the blasts of earth and hell. But it
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is His to remain calm and unruflled in the midst of these, and so
triumph over them.
If the unbelieving Jews who contended with Him upon this as upon
other occasions, were those spoken of in ancient prophecy as compassing
Him about like bees-to sting Him, as it were, with piercing words of
strife and contention, He being ready to meet them and destroy them,
that is, make their cavilling abortive and fill them with confusion-how
often was another prediction fulfilled by Him in the days of His flesh:
" When the wicked, even Mine enemies and My foes came upon Me to
eat up My flesh, they stumbled and felL"
They come to Him urging a great difficulty. He answers them and
assures them that it is no difficulty at all. What is the difficulty they
profess 1 A want of evidence sufficient for them to believe in Him as
the Christ-even Him of Whom Moses and the prophets did write.
" How long," say they, " dost Thou make us to doubt 1" But Jesus
saw the hollowness of this pretence. He might have relerred them to
one of their own rulers, Nicodemus, and his affirmation, the confession
of a master in Israel, drawn from him by the voice of conviction and
conscience: "No man can do these miracles that Thou doest, except
God be with him." Now Jesus in answering them carries the matter
much further, much higher, and much deeper, than their profession of
a want of evidence. And oh! what a solemn silencing word-" Ye
believe not, because ye are not of My sheep," not of their number.
Your difficulty, you say, is a want of evidence; but that does not
disturb Me. I still hold on My way, and it a way of both sorrow and
rejoicing; for I, the predicted Man of Sorrows, am yet the same Person
Who before time rejoiced in the habitable part of this earth and Whose
delights were with the sons of men, even with My sheep. Nor do
your infidelity and unbelief make the faith of these of none effect,
because I am the Almighty Author and Finisher of their faith. Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by My Word, so their faith and
salvation by grace are assured. My sheep hear My voice. I speak to
them as I spake in the old creation and all came into being.
" By faith I unseen Being see
Forth lower beings call,

And say to nothing, , Let it be;
And nothing hatches all."
So in the new creation of sovereign grace I speak and it is done. As
soon as they hear of Me they shall obey Me, aye, and from the heart
too, for I will speak to their heart. Thus are the faith and salvation of
My sheep assured. I speak; they hear, and it is done. I say to a
Matthew, "Follow Me," and he follows. I say to Zaccheus, "Come
down," and he comes down from his lofty height. I say to the woman
of Samaria, " I That speak unto thee am He"; and so My Covenant
stands fast. My mercy to My sheep is Covenanted mercy. I am to lay
down My life for them, a sacrifice and an offering unto God for a sweetsmelling savour, for all their sins and transgressions. And as a consequence, with My dead body shall they arise; first, in respect of their
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souls to a new life of grace, for the same power of J ehovah the ~Spirit
which raises Me up from the dead quickens their souls into newness of
life. This is the eternal life I give unto them. A life begun in them
by. regenerating grace, and carried on so as to issue in a life of glory.
Sovereign mercy thus secures two principal things to all those given
Me of the Father, and for whom alone I die the death, namely, calling
and perseverance. Neither of these is left contingent on anything.
Mercy and grace secure both.
Did these cavilling Jews expect such an answer as Jesus gave them?
They speak of themselves and the want of evidence, as they pretend.
Jesus tells them in reply, that His sheep are all right notwithstanding;
that He dies for them, makes them hear His voice, His Father drawing
them meanwhile, and that both His Father and Himself so keep fast
hold on them that their falling away is an impossibility, and their
perseverance assured. Who is a God like unto this? There is no God
like the God of Jeshurun, Who rideth upon the heaven for the help of
His people, Who has promised to do them good, and cause them to
inherit a blessing. How sweet to think that" Gra.ce all the work shall

crOWD,

To everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."

Nor should we forget that these Jews, these adversaries of Jesus,
when He walked in the temple porch, were to a man work-mongers and
merit-mongers, expecting the God of heaven to justify them on account
of their good deeds and their adherence to Moses. The righteousness
that is in the law was their object and end, while the voice of God,
which He makes His sheep to hear, is that" by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in His sight." The joyful sound which
Jesus gives His sheep to hear is, " Their righteousness is of Me, saith the
Lord"; and the same grace and power Divine that cause these sheep
to hear it, cause them likewise to submit to it, and to be saved through
it alone.
Another thing He will declare to these opposing Jews is, that in thus
saving, calling, and preserving His elect sheep, He is one in essence,
miud, will, and purpose with God the Father.
What truth eternal is this, to sound in the ears of Arminians,
Socinians, and Papists, as these adversaries practically were; for the
same infidelity, unbelief, and atheism that these Jews were the subjects
of through sin by their fall in Adam, have since their day but developed
and gathered and consolidated into these three systems of error and
opposition to truth now known among us this day.
In His essence and being, as well as in His will to save a certain
people, is Jesus one with His eternal Father.
And now will these unbelieving Jews rather go forward in their
enmity, envy, and malice against Him to stone Him than give way to
His word, and say in submission-with Saul of Tarsus, once as stubborn
a Pharisee as they, but made an enlightened and submissive sheep of
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Jesus-" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do 1" It is only as subdued
by sovereign grace that the spirit of a poor sinner, whether Jew or
Gentile, can long for His embrace.
Now what spot on earth more suited for Jesus to walk in and assert
His Father's doctrine, and His own as one with the Father in will and
purpose, than Solomon's porch, a porch built after the model of that
which Solomon, the builder of the first temple of Jerusalem, built.
In the porch of that temple were two remarkable pillars: J achin"He sba1l establish," and Boaz-" In it is strength." And J eaus
asserted and defended the doctrine of the living God which is established
in the very heavens by a Covenant ordered in a1l things and sure, to a1l
the seed of which He is Himself the strength. "With Whom," said
J ehovah the Father, " Mine hand sha1l be established." "It is a light
thing that Thou shouldest be My servant to raise up the tribes of J acob,
and to restore the preserved of Israel: I wi1l also give Thee for a light
to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My salvation unto the end of the
earth."
This same Jesus, this same glorious Divine Person, Who at that time
walked in the porch of the temple, once walked in the plains of Mamre,
and at Abraham's invitation went with His two attendants into his
tent, partaking also of such refreshment as the patriarch set before
Him. Oh! it is wonderful to notice these words: "And when he saw
them, he ran to meet them from the tent door. . . . And Abraham
hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three
measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. And
Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good."
Nothing could be too good for Him; the very best of a1l Abraham
possesses must be at His service.
Now, consider, in conclusion, that this same Jesus Who walked in
the porch of the temple is said to walk upon the wings of the wind.
The present tense is used-" Who walketh upon the wings of the
wind" (Psa. civ. 3)-for He is " the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever." Take it spiritua1ly, of the Holy Ghost in His sovereign
blowing where He listeth, and by Whom Jesus enters a poor sinner's
heart. He, the Shepherd, Who is also the King of glory, enters in,
claiming that sheep as His own, and dwel1s in him whose body is now
become His temple. Of His own He says, " I will walk in them and
dwe1l in them, for they are given Me to inherit a blessing; and I see
a day near at hand when they sha1l walk with Me in white, for they are
worthy."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THE REGIONS BEYOND.
"AND he arose and departed: and J onathan went into the city"
(1 Sam. xx. 42). And it may be that as David took his solitary bur·
dened way, his friend's question lighted on him with other meaning
than on the lad, and he asked himself, "Is not the arrow beyond
thee 1" Some things were beyond him. Golf s knowledge was too
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wonderful for him; God's way seemed in the sea, His footsteps were
not known. His righteous judgments, ordaining every perplexity,
lengthening every care, were as the illgh mountains or as the great
deep. But" in the Sanctuary," in Christ, all was made plain; and it
was not beyond him, in the power of the Spirit, to bless God, to trust
Him, to wait patiently for Him, and to rest in Him. The way of life
(and where the Lord leads, there is no death) is above to the wise in
heart. It is with God, always before Him; and they are in a good
place, they have indeed departed from all that is beneath, who can
be still, and know that He is God.
David was in such a place when he wrote the 131st Psalm. "Lord,
my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise
myself in great matters, or in things too high for me. Surely I have
behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of ills mother:
my soul is even as a weaned child." And then his blessed ears heard
a word behind him and, with all Israel, he hoped in the Lord. "Let
Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is mercy, and with
Him is plenteous redemption." This is the word, not remaining out
of reach in heaven (Rom. x. 6, 7); not to be despairingly sought as if
with the dead. "But the word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth"
that there is salvation in Jesus, and that whosoever believeth on Him
shall not be ashamed. How preciously the chapter proceeds. "There
is no difference "-" the same Lord" is" rich unto all that call upon
Him." He speaks of a Jew and a Greek, elsewhere He speaks of a
least and a greatest, but it remains that there is no difference. How
could He give up the greatest without tarnishing His honour 1 Where
would His former lovingkindnesses be if He forgot the least 1 No
God-wrought confidence will ever be put to confusion, no Spirit-lit
hope will ever be put out.
It is a great mercy when those established in the way are delivered
from comparing themselves with others, or thinking that the place and
safety of others are either before or behind their own. The Lord's love
and delight in each are such, that He marks out a separate way for
everyone of His sons and daughters-the right way for each individual
that is led by the Spirit of God. It is one of the persuasions that
come from Him that" Ye are all one in Christ Jesus." Then Ephraim
shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim, but both
shall make their boast in the Lord. Coveting earnestly the best gifts,
they shall run with patience the race set before them, looking unto
Jesus; forgetting the things which are behind, shall press forward to
the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ. The fruition
of their hope, the end of their faith, the fullness of their love are still
beyond them. Looking for Him, for more prepared goodness in grace
and in providence here, for an entrance there, they hear, not the words
of David's friend, but the words of David's Lord: "Make speed, stay
not," and they hasten unto the coming of His day, Who for the joy
that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE

LATE

REV.

DONALD MACDONALD.

(OF THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, SHIELDAIG.)
WITH the kind permission of the Author of "Memoir and Remains,"
the Rev. D. Macfarlane, of Dingwall, it gives pleasure to send you the
following few notes on the life of this faithfnl preacher of righteousness.
The subject of our sketch was born in the year 1825 at Langash in
.North Uist, one of the islands of the Outer Hebrides, once the Scene of
the Druidic system of religion, a religion that disappeared on the
introduction of Christianity to the West and the light of the blessed
Gospel appearing in Britain. His parents were respectable and pious
people and tenanted the farm of Langash. Of a family of eleven,
Mr. Macdonald was the seventh. His mother died when he was eleven
years of age, and his father in less than two years theI'eafter. He was
thus at an early age deprived of both his parents, but" the Lord will
take him up." The orphans were tenderly cared for by kind relatives
and received a good education. As a boy Mr. Macdonald was notable
for his modesty and truthfulness. He received his early education in
the parish school, and entered the University of Edinburgh in 1849.
In his "Memoir," Mr. Macfarlane says: "Many have entered the
University with a view to the ministry, without conversion, but he was
converted before he entered it. He had undergone a prolonged and
painful course of training in the knowledge of the holy law of God, and
had also been initiated' into the mysteries of the Gospel before he
began his studies for the ministry. It would be well for the cause of
Christ in the world if all aspirants to the sacred office were in such
a blessed position when commencing their studies."
For a short period before entering the University Mr. Macdonald
was employed as a teacher at one of the schools of the" Ladies' Society
for the Religious Improvement of the Remote Highlands and'Islands " ;
in this capacity he was made useful in giving religious instruction to
the young. It was as a preacher of the Gospel that Mr. Macdonald
excelled. After he had finished his studies at the College he laboured
with much acceptance in various parts of the Highlands until the year
1872, when he accepted a call to the Free Church congregation,
Shieldaig, where his labours were blessed very abundantly. It was
not, however, nntil the passing of the Declaratory Act by the Free
Church of Scotland, that Mr. Macdonald became better known throughout Scotland. On the passing of this Act in 1892-1893, Mr. Macdonald,
together with his brother minister, the worthy Author of his" Memoir,"
the Rev. Mr. Macfarlane, then of Raasay, aud now of Dingwall, whom
we are glad to have yet spared to us, made a noble stand for the
Gospel in its purity, and then formed the present Free Presbyterian
Church. To many this movement seemed hopeless, without a church
or manse, yet the Church that has for its foundation the" Rock Christ"
will "not fall though the tides of scorn and ridicule beat against it. Not
only has the Free Presbyterian Church prospered in Scotland, but it
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is also able to support a Mission to the Kaflirs in Central Africa and
also a Mission in Canada.
From the annexed extracts from Mr. Macdonald's sermons the reader
will observe the plainness of language and the powerful simplicity
of his preaching. He often resorted to the Song of Solomon, and like
Samuel Rutherford and Murray McCheyne, his contemplations naturally
gathered round him the imagery and language of the Song. His
services were greatly in demand throughout the Church, especially at
communion seasons. We retain pleasaut recollections of him when a
guest under our parental roof. Although feeble, he retained the activity
of youth in all his movements, while his kind and lovable manner
endeared him to all.
Mr. Macfarlane writes: "As a preacher, his preaching was largely
experimental; it was so because he experienced the power of God's
word-Law and Gospel-in his own soul, as few did. As a man of
prayer, prayer was hi~ element; he prayed" without ceasing." In
the manse, in the church, in the field, at sea or on land, in company or
alone, he breathed out prayer. I never saw a man that prayed as he
did. He kept up communion with the Lord by prayer and meditation.
He was a most spiritually-minded mau, and like Enoch, ' walked with
God.' There have been in this generation greater ministers intellectually, but as for spirituality of mind and nearness to the Lord, I know
none that would excel him. Since he first ta8ted that the Lord was
gracious he maintained almost unbroken fellowship with the Father
aud with His Son Jesus Christ to the end of his pilgrimage in the wilderness. . . . But it was Christ's love to him that was the cause of his
love to Christ. He spoke sparingly of his own love to Christ, but not
so of Christ's love to the Church. The descriptions he used often to
give of Christ's love to the Church reminded one of those given of it
by the great Samuel Rutherford."
The following are the closing remarks of his funeral sermon preached
by Mr. Macfarlane, from 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8 : " 'I have fought a good fight
I have finished my course, etc.': This is the first breach that death has
made in the ministry of our Church. I consider myself as the next to
be taken away. Younger ministers may be called away before me,
but according to the course of nature, I can not expect to be long in
this world. The removal of my brother and companion in labour is a
new call to me to be up and doing for the Lord while it is day; the
night cometh when no man can work. It is with mingled feelings I
think of the departure of my dear friend-feelings of sorrow and joy.
I deeply mourn his loss on earth, and I rej oice to think of his happiness
with Christ in glory. He has left a blank behind him-a blank in the
manse, a blank in the congregation, a blank in the Church, and a blank
in the world. Mr. Cook used to say when he heard of the death of a
Godly person, 'So much of Christ has been taken from the world.' I
may add that his removal has caused a breach in my own heart. May
the Lord raise up other faithful ministers for His work on earth.
, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.' "
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"THE GOOD SAMARITAN."-(Luke x. 30-35.)
ON his way to Jericho the man fell among thieves who stripped him
of his raiment. The poor man was left in a sad condition. The
thieves were too strong for him. Who were they 1 AP, we have already
mentioned, the old serpent, the devil, was one of them. What did he
steal from man 1 He robbed him of the image of God. He robbed
him of the knowledge of God and of holiness. He took away his spiritual
life, and gave instead spiritual death. He robbed him of righteousness,
and left the poor man "naked," exposed to law and justice. And
truly it may be said, that man spiritually was left naked. Instead of
the holy and pure man as God created him, we have a man altogether
vile, quite defiled and corrupted by sin. "From the sole of the foot
even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putrifying sores" (Isa. i. 6). Sin is the cause of all the
calamities and troubles, sicknesses and afllictions that the human race
is heir to. Sin, we say, opened the door to diseases without number.
Our most skilful physicians are quite unable to relieve the sufferings of
thousands of our fellow-men. Many poor sufferers may be found
enduring their painful afflictions from year to year. Some do not know
what it is to enjoy health from morning to night, and many are not
cheered with the prospect of recovery. How terrible are the fruits of
sin! Not only are we liable to sufferings in our bodies, but, alas, the
mind also is darkened. We have become so unreasonable and stupid
by the effects of sin. Yes, our memories are corrupted. We forget
what is good, but retain the evil. The night of death and darkness is
reigning in every soul yet in a state of nature . . . . ..
I hope you understand me when I say that the thieves stripped the
poor man of all good. The thieves wounded him, stripped him, and
left him "half-dead." Notice carefully how they left him, "halfdead." We know that in one sense he was quite dead. We are all by
nature "dead in trespasses and sins." How then can a sinner be
described as " half-dead" 1 Because he can be restored to life again.
Jesus can bring him back to the full possession of life. The angels
that fell are more than half-dead. Their doom is fixed, and there is
for them no salvation. Man can be plucked as a brand from the
burning, and in this sense he was left "half-dead." "The Son of
Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." 0 poor sinner,
would that you believed your own condition to be fully and faithfully
set before you in this portion of Scripture. You are quite as helpless
as this man, who must have died were it not for the good Samaritan.
The Samaritan "had compassion on him." When did Christ's
compassion begin 1 It had no beginning. We say that the love of
the Triune God had no beginning. "I have loved thee with an everlasting love" (Jer. xxxi. 3). This love had no beginning, and shall
have no end. What proofs did Jesus give of His love 1 He gave
strong proofs of His love in the valley of humiliation. "The good
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep" (John x. 11). Did He not
give clear and strong proofs of His love in the garden, and more
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especially on Calvary 1 The Church got a sight of Jesus in the garment
dipped in blood. She then believed He loved her. The law. had
Christ's child by the throat and demanded payment: "Pay me that
thou owest." What was your answer 1 It was this, believer: "I
have not a single farthing wherewith to pay; you must look to my
Surety." Yes, believer, your Surety paid all your debts to law and
justice. He magnified the law and made it honourable. Observe
also, that the Samaritan not only had compassion on him, but he also
" bound up his wounds." How did Christ bind up the wounds in your
broken heart 1 By the promises of His Word. He poured in "oil
and wine "-the anointing of the Holy Ghost. . . . . . .
Christ is coming again. He will soon come, and then you who have
been giving the cup of cold water shall be rewarded. Yes, He is coming
in glory. Set your house in order. "Ye know not the day nor the
hour when the Son of Man cometh." "And I saw a great white
throne, and Him that sat on it, from Whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them" (Rev.
xx. 11). We must all appear before Him when He comes to judge the
world. Oh, you who are yet unconverted, would that your cry were:
What must I do to be saved 1 Can I obtain the blessings of the
Covenant 1 His own words are, "The Son of Man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10). May His children
here to-day be enabled by His grace to say, " My Beloved is mine, and
I am His."
"ESCAPE FOR THY LIFE."--(Gen. xix. 17.)
OH, that we were wise to obey God and avoid such calamities in the
next world! The pains the Sodomites suffered from this judgment
were only temporary, and were not in point of anguish to be compared
to the pains of eternal fire. "The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with
the devouring fire 1 Who among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings 1 " (Isa. xxxiii. H.) Death put a stop to the sinful career
of the people of Sodom, and took the weapons they were using against
God from them. God is merciful to His people, and He allowed Lot
to go out and warn his friends of what was coming, ,. but he seemed
as one that mocked unto his sons-in-law." But they were no doubt of
a different mind when the first shower of fire touched them; they
doubtless exclaimed, "Oh, that we had taken Lot's advice!" Many
such there shall be in hell, regretting eternally that they disobeyed
the voices of their godly friends and ministers.
(To be continued.)
HE who dwelleth in the secret place of prayer and communion
with the God of salvation, shall find the Divine mercy and care spread
over hin! for his daily protection and solace.-John Morison.
36
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TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By TlIE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARB,
BIRMINGHAM.
(Continued

trfYl1l page 505.)

DISMOUNTING, and looking round this remarkable and interesting
.hore, one of the very first things which riveted my attention was a
long series of large "fishing nets," spread out to dry on the sands,
thus calling to mind the minute and exact fulfilment of prophecy:
" Tyre shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the
sea," alluding to her insular position (Ezek. xxvi. 5), and in the 14th
verse, "I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place
to spread nets upon; " and what is the more remarkable, though we
often travelled along the coast, and visited other seaports in Palestine,
" Tyre " was the only place corresponding to this prediction, the only
place for "the spreading of nets" in the emphatic and remarkable
manner here predicted.
How true, how exact, is God's Word! But observe the next thing
we noticed, the huge and broken pillars of granite, I}ing prostrate in
the sea, and over which the crested waves burst and foamed.
These large masses of granite pillars told the unmistakable story
of her former grandeur. At the southern side traces of walls and
towers near the sea line, a massive fragment, a range of granite columns
and shafts of the same material, are strewn along the beach and beneath
the waves! while to the north-west point you may see forty or fifty
shafts thrown together in one heap, beneath the waves; and whole
layers in which stones, shells, pottery, and even bones, lie conglomerated
and cemented together; thus fulfilling Ezekiel xxvi. 12, "They shall
lay thy stones and thy dust in the midst of the water." Thus, too,
the 3rd and 4thverses are also accomplished: "Thus saith the Lord
God; Behold, I am against thee, 0 Tyrus, and will cause many nations
to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up. And
they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers."
Here, too, we observed the fishermen mending their long nets.
Beyond this, in the sea, stretching to the north and south, I observed
ridges of sunken rocks just appearing above the crest of the waves,
as if marking an outline of her former magnificent harbour when she
once ruled as " the mistress of the seas," and peopled the very shores
of Europe and Africa with her colonies! We determined to enjoy a
bathe in the beautiful blue waters of the Mediterranean. Soon after
the winds began to rise, bringing a dark cloud from the sea, which
soon descended in a sharp shower for a few moments and drove us to
our tents. It did not last, though the gathering clouds threatened a
tempestuous night, and the ropes of our tents had to endure a heavy
strain. The night seemed ominous; but the good Lord answered
prayer, and was better to us than our fears !
Tyre appears to have been the very cradle of commerce. She was
famous for her navigation, and also in arts and manufacture. Glass,
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and even glass houses are said to have been made here, and the
celebrated Tyrian purple! "Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to
David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons: and they built
David an house" (2 Sam. v. 11). "Also Hiram king of Tyre sent his
servants to Solomon, and made a league with him, saying, I will do all
thy desire concerning tirober of cedar, and firs from Lebanon, and my
servants shall bring them down from Lebanon to the sea, and I will
convey them in floats to the place thou shalt appoint," for the erection
of the great temple. "And Solomon raised a levy of 30,000 men and
sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month by courses, and he had 70,000
to bear burdens, and 80,000 hewers in the mountains," and" Solomon's
builders and Hiram's builders did hew them, and the stone squarers ;
80 they prepared tirober and stones" (1 Kings v. 1, 8, 9, 13-18).
Moreover, in 1 Kings vii. 13, 15, we read of another Hiram, whom Solomon
" fetched out of Tyre," a great designer and worker in brass, "and he
was filled with wisdom and understanding," and" cunning to work all
works in brass, and he cast two pillars of brass of eighteen cubits high
apiece;" i.e., at 18 inches to the cubit, 27 feet high; a truly grand
casting, such castings as no artisan of the present day has ever
attempted, even in Birmingham! besides the two chapiters for the
top, five cubits each; and nets of "checker work, and wreaths of
chain work for the chapiters on the tops of the pillars." These were
the two celebrated pillars called "Jachin" and "Boaz," set up by
Solomon in the porch of the temple. All this was designed and cast
by a man from" ancient Tyre!" Truly the talent, wealth, civilization, and commerce of Tyre were very great indeed.
The prophet Isaiah calls Tyre" the daughter of Zidon," and says
"its antiquity is of ancient days." J osephus says it was founded 240
years before the temple of Solomon, i.e., over 3000 years ago. But we
can trace it back beyond that, for Joshua speaks of it as "the strong
city," four hundred years before Solomon's time (see J osh. xix. 29).
The wealth, l=y, pride, and power of Tyre are most graphically
described in Ezek. xxvii. Appropriately he represents this seagirt
city, whose fame depended on her commerce, as a ship built of the
choicest" cedars and fir trees from Lebanon," propelled by the strongest
oars made from the "oaks of Bashan," furnished with the costliest
benches, "ivory out of the isles of Chittim ;" rigged with the finest
sails, "fine linen, with embroidered work from Egypt;" manned by
the best sailors " of Zidon and Arvad ;" steered by the most skilful
pilots, her own "wise men;" defended by the most valiant soldiers
from "Persia and Lud"; and laden with the richest products of
every country under heaven.
But read the chapter for yourself; nothing comes up to the inspired
description, so graphically drawn, in Ezekiel xxvii.; and then mark
the fall of Tyre, as predicted from the 26th verse to the close of the
19th of the next chapter. And oh, how surely has solemn judgment
fallen upon her, and what striking evidence of the truth of God's holy
Word! Let us all beware. Sin, whether in a nation, or city, or family,
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or individual, can not long remain unpunished. Tyre has often been
besieged, destroyed, and rebuilt; and in many respects shared her
fate with the rest of the Holy Land, save only that she stood out
defiantly for so many years. Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, besieged
Tyre for five years; Nebuchadnezzar subsequently for thirteen years;
and after that Alexander the Great.
The prophet Isaiah (chap. xxiii.) predicts" the burden of Tyre," and
though in the 8th verse she is called "the crowning city, whose
merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the honourable of the
earth," yet in the next verse "the Lord of hosts hath purposed to
stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth." In the 11th verse, "The Lord hath given a commandment against the merchant city, to destroy the strongholds
thereof." And in the 15th verse, "Tyre shall be forgotten seventy
years," and a revival at the end thereof, and the passing over of its
world-wide commerce into the service of the Church of God (see
verse 18).
The seventy years of Chaldean mle may be as a prelude to what is
predicted. Such a prelude there really was, in the fact that, according
to the edict of Cyms, Sidonians and Tyrians assisted in the building
of the temple at Jemsalem (Ezra iii. 7). A second prelude is to be
seen in the fact that at the very commencement of the labours of the
Apostles there was a Christian Church in Tyre, which was visited by
the Apostle Paul (Acts xxi. 3, 4), and that this Church steadily grew
from that time forward. In this way again the trade of Tyre entered
the service of the God of revelation.
But it is Christian Tyre which now lies in ruins, and the grand old
cathedral of the fourth century (mentioned a little before) is an evidence
of this.
There remains, however (according to Isa. xxiii. 18), a glorious future,
when her merchandise" shall be holiness to the Lord," and" for them
that dwell before the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing."
Its ultimate fulfilment has still to be waited for. But whether the
fulfilment will be when "the kingdoms of this world" and also the
commerce of it shall be consecrated for God and His Christ; or when
spiritually (i.e. in the sense in which this word is used in the Apocalypse),
ancient Tyre reappearing in another city, like that of Babylon in Rome,
or literally by the present Tyre actually disappearing again as a future
Tyre rises from its ruins, it would be difficult, nay impossible, to
determine. See the valuable commentary on Isaiah by Franz
Delitzsch, D.D.
It is important to notice that the prophecies relating to Tyre seem
.often blended together, sometimes referring to the rock or island,
and sometimes to the city on the mainland, and with which it was
joined by a causeway. Both were grand and wealthy, and powerful.
The one was totally destroyed, and according to Ezekiel never to rise
again; the other repeatedly overwhelmed, but again and again partially
rebuilt. So that it may be truly said there was a Phcenician Tyre, and
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a Roman Tyre, and a medieval Tyre, and now a modern Tyre, though
this last is very small and poor indeed. Pliny, writing about Tyre,
affirms that it was nineteen miles in circumference, including old Tyre,
but without it about four. And J osephus states that Hiram king of
Tyre joined the temple of Jupiter Olympus, which stood on the island,
to the city, by raising a causeway between them; and thus the ancient
city and the island were connected even in the time of Solomon, and
afterwards more fully by Alexander.
It would take a volume to trace the varied fortunes of Tyre, through
Egyptian, Chaldean, Macedonian, Roman, Saracenic, Frank, and
Turkish dynasties down to the present wretched representative of so
much greatness and glory.
The history of Tyre is replete with instruction; and if the reader
has been interested and refreshed, I will not grudge the lengthened
time and labour involved in examining and searching out its remarkable history.
Breakfasted 5.15, started 6.30. Bright sun by 7.30, riding along
the sands by seashore; crossed a rapid river over an old Roman bridge,
ruins around, great stones and pillars lying washed by the waves
of the sea, purple anemones numerous and beautiful on the higher
ground, with many other lovely flowers. Just caught sight of the
ancient city of Sarepta or Zarephath, where the widow woman was
commanded to feed the prophet Elijah during the famine after leaving
the brook Cherith. See 1 Kings xvii., which is so interesting and
instructive; also Luke iv. 26. Lunched under a large tamarisk tree,
after enjoying a delightful bathe in the clear blue waters of the
Mediterranean Sea. Scarlet oleanders blooming beautifully. Sidon,
in the distance on the high grounds, has a magnificent appearance at
the end of this lovely bay. As we journeyed on, a field of beans in
bloom (Dec. 14th, 1876) astonished us. Farther on three men were
working together in what would seem to us a most singular and lazy
manner; one held a spade, and the other two, each with a rope fastened
to the spade, were helping the one man to get up the earth; and all
three together shovelling each spadeful to form a bank; it had a
most ridiculous appearance! At length we reached the ancient and
interesting city of Sidon, 4 p.m., and found the Arabs had pitched
our tents in the midst of a large Turkish cemetery not far from the sea,
and when I remonstrated pretended they could find no other ground.
Before dismounting we all rode in cavalcade right through the wonderful streets of this remarkable town. It was a trifle cleaner and better
than most of the other towns we had seen, and one striking feature
was that great portions of these streets were under the houses, i.e., the
houses were built on arches over the streets. There were plenty of
shops, or bazaars, with every variety of merchandise, and probably
doing a good trade, like J affa and Beyrout, as seaports. I notice at
Sidon a much finer and more intelligent-Iook-ing race of people, streets
less filthy, and the pavement much better than usual.
(To be cont'''.<ed.)
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THE SUFFERING SYMPATHY OF CHRIST.
" In all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest, in things pertaining
to God."-IIEBREws ii. 17.
" JESUS has showed Himself again" to His poor worm; it was in
Psa. xxii., especially in the first part, where He is described as suffering
the anguish of experimental forsaking, and also great conflict from
unanswered prayer. This I never realized as fully before. Oh, how
He has left His precious footprints in every thorny path! "The
footsteps of the flock" are thus so prepared, that-11

No thorns can harm, for Jesus went
Before to tread them down."

We feel that He, having suffered before us, is able both to sympathize
and to succour. How touching to hear Him compare the deliverances
of His people with His own unsuccoured condition-" Our fathers
trusted in Thee: they trusted and Thou clidst deliver them. They
cried unto Thee and were delivered: they trusted in Thee, aud were
not confounded." Then, stooping to the lowest place of abasement,
as if less than any of them, He says, " But I am a worm, and no man;
a reproach of men, and despised of the people." It was as though in
that degraded position which He had taken for His people, He must
not expect to be as tenderly dealt with as they"0 love 1 of unexampled kind.
Which leaves all thoughts so far behind."
My soul was also deeply humbled in the depths of verse 2: ., 0 My
God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not; and in the night
season, and am not silent." It was a night season indeed, even darkness which might be felt. For what agony of soul did our Beloved not
endure when He had no answer from God 1 It is wonderful to see how
"He was in all points tempted like as we are"; not only tempted
with evil by Satan, but tried by His friends, tried by His Father, and
tried in all the sensibilities of the nature which He had taken; yet, in
all He endured without sin.
His sorrowful utterances were to show that He had the tenderest
susceptibility of feeling in all His sufferings. But there was not one
murmur or rebellious feeling, or one hard thought. He pitied His
clisciples-" The flesh is weak"; and though He knew they would all
forsake Him through fear, He even made a way for that escape in His
matchless love: "If ye seek Me, let these go their way." His Father
He fully justified in all His dealings with Him as the Surety; for
while crying with anguish, "Thou hearest not", He directly adds,
"But Thou art holy, 0 Thou That inhabitest the praises of Israel."
He was indeed a Lamb without blemish. His Father, His enemies,
and His Church have to say, " I find no fault in Him." This precious
spotless One gave Himself for us to the sorrows of death and the pains
of hell, which bitter cup of trembling He drained even to the very
dregs, 80 that He could triumphantly say. "It is finished." Ab! but
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never will He say either of the love or the glory, "It is finished."
Oh, no! While eternal ages roll on, love will be ever inflowing, and
glory ever unfolding, and all coming to us through that rich medium,
His sufferings and death. We read of the" sufferings of Christ and the
glory that should follow." The sufferings are past; He has entered
into the glory; but the full revelation of it, in and to His Bride, is yet
to come. 0 wonderful Bridegroom! reveal to us more of Thy wonderful love, in Thy humiliation and exaltation. Let us live in that undying flame, that in our joys and sorrows we may be a sweet savour of
Thee to Thy loved ones.
"Bruised Bridegroom, take us wholly,
Take and make us what Thou wilt."
Only continually draw us out of self into Thee, and cause us to grow
up in Thee in all things, while many winds and storms and heartachings cause us to root down in Thee also. Oh, do Thou shine more
and more brightly in us to the perfect day.
It is blessed to spend Good Friday under His shadow as the Crucified
One; there His fruits are sweet to our taste. It is precious to be led
on by His Spirit to His joy as the Glorified One, for then our joy is full.
They that" dwell in [this] secret place of the Most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty." It is a secret place for the hidden
ones, of which He says, " There is a place by Me; and I will put thee
in a cleft of the Rock." This hallowed place is kept secret from all
those who are" alive without the law"; they want not this blessed
hiding-place. No carnal eye ever saw it, no carnal heart ever enjoyed
the rest. It is the secret chamber for the secret life, where He Who
is our life says," There will I give thee My loves." He gives all in Himself. At Calvary we see how He, the Living Rock, was cleft, that
His dove might be spared; and how lovingly He says, "0 My
dove, that art in the clefts of the rock . . . let Me see thy countenance,
let Me hear thy voice."
My dear heavenly Boaz has made this a GOOD Friday to His unworthy
gleaner. I had feared I should not find Him Whom my soul loveth,
and have fellowship of love in His sufferings; but where mine enemies
dealt proudly He has been above them. Praise to the worthy Lamb.
"Praise is comely for the upright"; "I made thee go upright" ;
" No good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly."
Good Friday, 1857.
RUTH BRYAN.
~Otte~ponlJmct.

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SlR,-With your kind permission I would like to lay before
our friends the two following letters just received. They are encouraging as showing how much the Magazines are valued. Day by day we
are enabled to scatter the good seed, sending it to different parts, and
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we shall greatly value the kind co-operation of friends of the soldier
and sailor. From a Missionary: "I received the parcel of books
that you so kindly sent me for Mission work among the sailors, which
I hope to make good use of. Many thanks to you for same. I am
glad to tell you that God is blessing the work amongst us. There
are a few sailors who are anxious to have some good magazines such
as you have sent, to take away to sea with them. Strong drink is
doing havoc among some of them; it is the greatest foe we have to
contend with." From a Lady Worker: "Thank you for sending on
a box for our work. It has arrived safely. We valne your magazines
very highly. Such Gospel truths are the best to circulate. The books
are always most eagerly accepted by the men. It is bread ca'lt on the
waters, therefore we sow in faith. Thank you too for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE every month." A young soldier writes: "I beg to thank
you very heartily for your kind letter and packet of books. They
were forwarded on to me as we are at present on Brigade training
away from barracks. I will write when I get back."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, STIRLING ROAD,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, August, 1913.
HELP.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I thought I would like to write and say how much we
appreciate the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It is like an oasis in the desert,
and supplies a want in the present day, which is all the more real
because it is so terribly sad.
It has often been suggested to me to send you a paper, but the
MAGAZINE is always so full of good things that I have hesitated to do
so. I now send a M8., however, for your approval, which you can
make any use of you like. The substance of it has been given as an
address, but it has never been published.
I also send you a couple of poems written by one of my daughters.
Some of her verses published as leaflets have, I believe, been graciously
used.
Do not trouble to return any of the MS8. if unsuitable for your use.
Put them in the waste-paper basket.
With best Christian regards, and prayers for much continued blessing
on your faithful ministry,
Believe me, Yours sincerely,
COOKLEY, 11th August, 1913.
WM. PHIPPS.
P.S.-We have met many old acquaintances of yours in this district
(when the Rev. M. J. Bickerstaff was here). Alas! it is a sad change now.
Formerly we were in the late Rev:Thomas Davis's parish at Harborne,
and knew Miss Pool, whose contributions to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
are so sweet!
[We heartily endorse.-En. "G. M."]
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~eacon.

THE CHURCH IN THE WILDERNESS.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Continued from page 510.)
THERE is something wonderful in the power that a crucified, risen
Jesus has exercised in the world. Look at the commencement of
Christianity-eonsider the original introduction of it into the world;
the means resorted to for its propagation; the parties who were engaged
in the work; the manner in which it was carried on; the absence of
all apparent effort--no human power; no human skill; no human
wisdom; no human learning; no human goodness-all weakness; all
ignorance; all poverty; all meanness. Yet it has taken possession of and
filled the world. It has possessed nations; it has revolutionized
empires; it has changed the whole character of mankind; it has civilized entire co=nnities. And how? By the simple proclamation of a
crucified Man, "unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. i. 23, 24). We
do not wonder that there should be opponents ofthe system; we do not
wonder that there should be those who sneer at it; we do not wonder
that there are those who speak most opprobriously of it; we do not
wonder that there are those who stand amazed, and can not believe
that it is true, because it is so comparatively insignificant, and because
the efforts that it puts forth are so inadequate, as men suppose, to the
glorious results accomplished. We do not marvel at the opposition of
the infidel; we do not marvel that this glorious scheme of salvation is
treated with contempt by those whose minds are darkened, and hearts
hardened, against God-it is quite a natural state of things, and the
marvel is that the Gospel has achieved what it has; the marvel is that
men have been found to listen to it; the marvel is that the wise, the
great, the rich, and the learned, as well as the poor, the mean, and the
ignorant, have all been brought under its power, and have all· been
compelled to acknowledge its irresistible influence over their minds
and over their hearts. That is the wonder.
The religion of the Lord Jesus Christ is hated now in the world as
much as ever it was. It is no more popular to-day than it was in the
days of the Apostles. The woman spoken of here-the Church-is as
much in the wilderness now as when she was first driven into it. See
how she is described. She is truly spoken of as a wonder. A woman
clothed with the sun! What a beautiful idea! That is her peculiar
distinction and attribute-it means that Jesus is ever in her, above
and around her. She is clothed with Jesus, and wherever that clothing
appears the woman is irresistible.
She was clothed with the sun, a magnificent symbol of our sufficiency
in Christ, of our protection, of our comfort, of our peace, of our joy, of

570

The Gospel Magazine

our fitness for God, and for His glory. "She was clothed with the sun,
and the moon was under her feet." . What does that moon represent?
A beautiful emblem again. The moon represents the system that is
passing away. When the sun comes in the morning where is the moon?
When the sun is about to appear in all his splendour the moon is waning;
we see her as it were unwillingly retiring into the shade, in order to let
the superior orb shine in all his brightness, and take the supremacy
and rule of the world. The moon we see has done her part, she has
shone during the night, and given light in that seaSOn of darkness;
but when morning comes and day appears the lesser orb gives place to
the greater, and is seen no more. So it is with the dispensation of law,
with the dispensation of ceremony, with the dispensation of ritual,
with the dispensation of shadow and figure, with the dispensation of
type and emblem. It has passed away. It has done its work. The
light that it had was no inherent light-it was the light derived from
the sun. All that was in the old legal system spoke of Jesus; all its
ceremonies spoke of the Sun of Righteousness. It reflected that Sun as
our natural moon reflects the sun, and would have no light if it did not
reflect it. But the day of ordinance, the day of ritual, the day of
ceremonies, is gone. Jesus has risen in the firmament of God's eternal
purpose, in the highest heaven, and Jesus now shines down on accepted
souls, and they want no light from the inferior orb-they do not want
to go back to the night, or the season of darkness; for they rejoice in
the light, and feel that they have all that is necessary, and they are
not going to exchange the light for darkness, the substance for the
shadow, the reality for the similitude. They have everything they
want in Jesus, and fools they are if they go back to that which the night
only supplied. Children of the day, stand fast in the liberty with
which Christ has made you free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage. Ye who enjoy the Lord Jesus Christ as your portion,
realize fully the value of it, the inestimable value of it. It is God's
provision for sonls like yours and mine. It will never fail us, it can not
fail us, because God, Who knows our state and necessities, has made the
provision, and that provision is Jesus, "the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever." It can never fail, because God has made it, and God
knows our need. It is made to the full extent of that need. This is
the true Church of God. Man's church is not like this. Man's church
makes the moon supply her light. It proves that man's church is
in the shade, in the night still. It is not of the light or of the day; it
is of the night, and of darkness. God's Church is in the light; the
moon is now under the feet of the woman, that is, of the true Church.
" And upon her head a crown of twelve stars," representing all that
was written in God's Word, to be apprehended by the enlightened
intellect, as illustrated in the case of the twelve tribes of Jacob, God's
revelation through the Prophets, God's revelation through the Apostles,
God's provision of grace and mercy through all the dispensations.
All that, it seems to me, being now the property of the Church, is represented by the crown of twelve stars on her head, all intended for the
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Church, and the Church now wears them in full dignity and beauty.
All that has been written has been written for the Church here; all
this Bible was written for the Church. The people of Israel were
called out to exemplify God's ways of forming His Church. And all
the lessons of wisdom we learn from these people have heen provided
for the Church. Abraham served the Church, Isaac served the Church,
J acob, J oseph, David, Solomon, and all the servants of old time, all
served God's purposes towards His Church. Jesus came to save the
Church, to give Himself for it. The Apostles were trained to instruct
the Church, to feed the Church, as the Lord had appointed. Jesus
said to Peter, "Feed My sheep," that is, My flock, My Church. All
that has been written has been written for our learning. Who are we ?
The Church, the people of God, the redeemed of Jesus-those who
believe in Him, those who love Him, those who serve Him, those who
cling to Him, those who hope in Him, those who expect Him, those
who shall dwell with Him in glory for ever.
Yet, we are told, notwithstanding this, that the Church had adversaries. Of course, she had. As long as this world lasts there will be
found in it enemies to Christ and His people. The Church, we are
told, was driven into the wilderness by those enemies, as it was with
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He was driven into the wilderness and
tempted by the devil. So it is with God's people. It is strange, but
it is true. It may appear strange to you, my dear friends, that God
should allow you to be tempted of the devil; but I have no doubt
whatever that He does, because if it was not so He could defy the
devil, or prevent him attacking His people. But He has a purpose to
serve, as we see in the case of Job. What that beautiful book was
written to show was how God allows His people to be tried, how He
allows them to be affiicted, how He allows them to be chastened, how
He allows them even to be cruelly treated by Satan, that He may
show the character and power of His ,love for them; that they may
see how much they want Jesus, their friend and protector, their provider, their guide, and to teach them that every hour of their lives
they must depeud on God's grace and mercy, because an enemy is at
their doors whom they can not successfully encounter themselves.
There is no discipline like this, because through it God compels His
people to have recourse to Him for continual help, and thus to bring
out His love, His power, His provision of mercy and grace for His
people. It teaches the people of God how much God loves them, and
how much He cares for them, and what appliances He has continually
at hand tu provide for their necessities, for their dangers, and for the
evils hy which they are surrounded. How shall I ever know my
friend if I never want his aid? How shall I know the depth of
the love that my friend entertains for me if I never put it to the test?
So with God. How shall I ever know the love of God unless I experience it? How can I experience it if I never need it? They say
"A friend in need is a friend in deed," but if I am never in need there
can be no friend to me in deed. But God says He will be our friend
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because He knows we shall have need of Him; and I think that is the
secret of God's allowing His children to be tried, that, having used
their own schemes, their own resourc~, they may say, "Now, I must
come to the Lord."
Many children of God have been content to remain in darkness so
long, because they hoped for deliverance from friends, or thought themselves to alter their condition, and to get rid of the difficulties, disappointments, and vexations that beset them-they even tried to
obtain from Satan some amelioration of their trials, but he kept them
in bondage, sometimes giving them hope, and sometimes plunging
them into despair, all the time making them feel that they were helpless
in his hands; but some day the Spirit of God said to them, "Try
God, try the Lord. Say to the Lord, 'I have sinned'; say to Him
'Take away my sins'; say, 'Lord, give me a clean heart'; say,
'Lord, take me under Thy care'; or, like the poor prodigal son,
, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before Thee, and am not
worthy to be called Thy son' (Luke xv. 21) ; take with thee words of
confession of sin, words of submission to God's will, words of faith and
confidence in His love; such a cry of faith as .is taught thee by the
cross of Jesus; go in the name of Jesus, with confidence in Him, and
with the sense of the value of the blood of Jesus, with the idea that God
greatly loved His people when He sacrificed His Son; plead Jesus,
plead His cross, plead His blood; try it, it has never failed, and never
will." You have not tried that yet, some of you; and you go about
and say you can not succeed in this, that, or the other; that you do not
find peace for your soul, and that you are not in the condition that you
would like to be. You have not tried God yet; but if you are God's
children He will make you do it. If you want to be delivered from
the power of Satan, say" God be merciful to me a sinner." Oh, the
power of that word! Then He will give you all peace and comfort.
Think how Christ was driven into the wilderness. His people who are
also driven there can find no peace in a world like this. Why? Because Satan will not let them alone. Everything in this world is
opposed to God's Church and people. All the religions of the world:
Paganism persecuted God's people; Judaism persecuted God's people i
Romanism persecuted God's people; Mahommedanism, every religion
you can mention; they have all persecuted God's people. So thus
God's people, under the providence of God, are driven into the wilderness. And that is God's secret. God says to His people, " This is not
your home; this must be to you a wilderness, a pilgrimage, a place of
exile; you must feel yourself out of your place, out of your home, out
of your property, away from your Father, and your desire must be to
get back; you must say, 'This is not my rest; oh, that I had possession of that home; oh, that I was again with that Father from Whom
I have been separated.''' It is a wilderness to the people of God. It
must be so. They look around, and they find that nothing prospers
here, nothing flourishes that their Bouls desire. Everything that
meets their eye, everything that reaches their ears, offends them.
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They desire that everything around them should serve God's pUl'pose
and honour His name, and instead of that they see and hear nothing
but what wounds and offends them, and grieves their righteous soul.
Oh, they want to be in that heaven where they will hear nothing but
strains of joy and praise, see nothing but the glorious sunshine of His
presence and His power, and where they will be associated with none
but those who love God as they love Him, and those who serve God
as they desire to serve Him, and where there will be but one heart and
one mind, and where God will be supreme in every heart and every
soul, and where the joy of heaven will be found in the opportunity of
serving, praising, and glorifying their gracious God and Saviour. Then
God's people will be at Home; then they will feel that they are no
longer in the wildernp",•.
This world is a wilderness to God's people because everything distresses, grieves, and disappoints them. And yet it is not a place where
they are to lie down and indulge indolence or indifference. This
wilderness, that is, this fallen world, is a place where God's people
must work out God's plan and purpose, and where God's people must
shine with God's light, and show a contrast between that which belongs
to Him, and that which belongs to the devil; it is a place where God's
people must battle and fight; it is a scene of warfare, and must be
continually so until He That shall come will come, and until He subdues the raging billows of sin, strife, and ungodliness, and says to an
upheaving world, "World of wrath and vileness, peace, be still."
" When He shall put down all rule, all authority and power" (1 Cor.
xv. 24). When He shall root up everything offensive to Him and
contrary to His truth, and when He shall fulfil the glorious promise,
" The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea" (Is. xi. 9; Hab. ii. 14). Then God's people shall be at
Home, God's purpose shall be served, the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
accomplished, the Church will be gathered into her Home, the kingdom
of God; and then the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit will be All
in all.
God's people long for that time, they long for that consummation;
they pray for it, they contend for it, they labour for it; they say,
" Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven."
That is the desire of their souls, that is what they believe the Lord
Jesus will accomplish and complete at His coming. May God keep
that, dear friends, continually in our thoughts; may God the Holy
Ghost exercise our minds with that desire, and may we feel and realize
the fact that we belong to God, by simply feeling and being assured that
we do not belong to the world, and that the world does not belong to
us. So long as we are in this world, if we are God's people, it must be
to us a wilderness, and we must be content to dwell in the wilderness,
especially as we are told that our Home is being prepared for us-a
garden of delight, in which our friends will dwell with us throughout a
blessed eternity, where we shall hunger and thirst no more, and where
" God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes" (Rev. vii. 17).
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May He accomplish all these precious promises to us in His own
good time, and may He have all the glory, through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE words of the late William E. Burns, the eminent missionary in
China and friend of McCheyne, express the secret of peace possessed
by many of our old foll<:. "If a man have Christ in his heart and
heaven before his eyes, and only as much of temporal blessing as is
just needful to carry him safely through life, then pain and sorrow
have little to shoot at. To be in union with Him Who is the Shepherd
of Israel, to walk very near Him Who is both Sun and Shield, comprehends all a poor sinner requires to make him happy between this
and heaven."
Here are glimpses of a few of the 1,566 upon our books, aud for whose
support £43 daily is needed: (al "Yesterday I returned from my
annual sojourn in Devonshire. We saw old J. W., who was indeed
glad of a call, and I promised him I would report to you on our visit.
Feeble though he is, in other respects he is a different man from what
he was when we first discovered him. Cared for, the dread of workhouse gone, the sense that the Lord has been mindful of him, have
told for great improvement. He desires me to express his appreciation
of the Society's help. It does us good to go and see him, and he looks
forward to our visits as red-letter days." (bl" I enclose postal order
for 10s. as a donation. My dear mother often remarked how much
she had to be thankful for. The evening of her life was made easy
and many little comforts she enjoyed through the help of the Society."
(c) " I am very thankful for the pension. I have had a visit from a
King's messenger, in the form of a slight seizure three weeks since.
It has left me much more shaky than previously, but oh! so thaukful
that it was so slight; it ouly marks another stage towards that glad
day when even I 'shall see His face.''' (dl" I can not get about
as I once could, but can manage to do a little needlework, sometimes
earning three or four shillings per week. If I can get a little piece of
meat once a week I am satisfied, but I can live very well on bread
and butter, with sometimes an egg for my dinner. My pension lately
granted is indeed a blessing." (e) "Please convey our grateful thanks
for all the help and comfort the pension has been to our mother, during
her latter years. She knew me to tbe last. Holding my hand she
said: 'This is a happy day; my heavenly Father will not leave me.'
So gently was she taken, that it was like a light going out without a
flicker. My sister and I hope each to. send a thankoffering of 5s. to the
Society yearly on the date of our mother's birthday, so long as we are
able to work."
11; is not simply from kindly philanthropic or humane motives that
the pensions are given; there is a higher call to service. The pensioners
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belong to "the household of faith;" they are members of the same
family, children of the same Father, followers of the same Saviour,
taught by the same Spirit, and heirs of the same glorious inheritance.
Poor, as the world counts poverty, but as many a Visitor can testify,
they are rich in those Divine gifts and graces which are worth seeking
and treasuring beyond all else.
Personal visitation is one of the leading features of the Institution,
the pensions being, as far a,s possible, dispensed by the hands of Christian
friends. Personal effort is asked for from all who desire the welfare
of the Society, with its 106 years of service. As a Bantu proverb has
it: "You can count the number of apples on a tree, but you can not
count the number of trees in one apple." And so a prayer breathed,
a word spoken, a letter sent, who can tell how much, under God's
blessing, shall spring therefrom ?

1lJ al:ll:ling
A MONTHLY

iSbentl:l.
RECORD.

PEACE between the Balkan States was formally signed at Bukarest
on Sunday, August 10th. Salutes from the forts announced the
historic event to the outside public. We regret that the Lord's Day
should have been chosen for this function, but we devoutly hope that
the peace may be permanent in its character.
The following paragraph from the Rome correspondent of a London
Daily indicates the frightful losses in men and money occasioned by
the two wars in the Balkan Peninsula: "The Correspondent of the
Corriere della Sera, now in Macedonia, who has visited all the chief
centres of the Balkan battleground, has sent to the newspaper he
represents an approximate table of the losses in men and money, up
to the present, of the combatant nations. For the first war his estimate
is as follows: Bulgaria: 350,000 soldiers mobilized; 80,000 dead;
£60,000,000. Servia: 250,000 soldiers; 30,000 dead; £32,000,000.
Greece: 10,000 dead out of 150,000; £14,000,000. Montenegro:
8000 dead out of 30,000; £800,000. Turkey: 450,000; 100,000
dead; £80,000,000. For the second war his figures are :-Bulgaria :
60,000 dead; £36,000,000. Servia: 40,000; £20,000,000. Greece:
30,000; £10,000,000. When the number of persons massacred and
the victims of the cholera epidemics are added to the totals it is
reckoned that nearly 400,000 must have perished. The monetary
loss all told is said to be £260,000,000. The Boer War cost England
20,000 dead and £200,000,000."
We much regret to record the death of l\fr. W. H. Greaves Bagshawe,
of Ford Hall, Chapel-en-le-Frith. He was a staunch Evangelical
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Protestant and a warm supporter of the Evangelical Protestant Union
which was founded by the Rev. J. B. Waddington, late Vicar of Low
Moor, Clitheroe. In defence of Protestant and Evangelical truth he
stood side by side with such faithful men as the late Gen. Sir Robert
Phayre, the Hon. Carteret Hill, J ames Inskip, Thomas Smelt,
Archdeacon Taylor, and the Rev. Abraham Haworth. "The secret of
this influence was his integrity, uprightness, his courtesy, his unfailing
kindness and consideration for all. He was regularly in his place in
0hurch and at the Lord's Table, an attentive listener to the Word
preached, a keen student of the Scriptures and a lover of the Doctrines
of Grace."
The inroads of the Higher Criticism are sadly illustrated by the
following paragraph from the English Churchman. "The result of the
recent discussion in the Wesleyan Conference is a sad proof of the
laxity of religious views prevalent in all Denominations at the present
time. The fitness of the Rev. George J ackson to hold a professorship
in the ministerial Training College of Didsbury was called in question
by some earnest members of the Conference. They made it plain that
they were actuated by no personal animosity, but by genuine anxiety
for the cause of truth. They had a clear case against Mr. J ackson,
seeing that he had published a series of lectures in which he had practically repudiated the right of the New Testament to decide matters
of faith and doctrine. He affirmed that' Christ's authority can not be
invoked to invalidate the findings of modern Biblical criticism.' Again,
dealing with the beginning of human life and the introduction of sin
into the world, he said: 'The early chapters of Genesis are not history,
and the problem of origins we must be content to leave to science to
make of it what it can.' In this way he threw overboard all the subsequent teaching of the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, which
is based upon the historical character of Genesis iii. and the reality
of its record of the Fall. And yet he was justified by the majority of
the Conference and confirmed in his position as a teacher of candidates
for the ministry. It is no wonder that unbelief and apathy are spreading among the people when the instructors of the preachers of Christianity are questioning the reality of its fundamental truths."
" I, THE Lord, will hear them." Saints obtain thousands of blessings
in answer to prayer. Let the infidel laugh; let the Pharisee curl the
lip of scorn, but the believer knows the benefit and the blessed privilege
of prayer.-M. W.
OUR safety lies not simply upon this, because God is a refuge, and
is an habitation, but" because thou hast made the Lord Which is my
refuge, thy habitation, there shall no evil befall thee." It is therefore
the making of God our habitation, upon which our safety lies; and
this is the way to make God an habitation, thus to pitch and cast
ourselves by faith upon His power and providence.-Jeremiah Dyke.

