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No. XV.
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency 01
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1,2.
THE DISTRICT PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY, OLD IDLL,
STAFFORDSHIRE.

WE have all read or heard of Lazarus, whose pitiful lot it was to
live day by day-diseased and suffering as he was-at the door of
the rich man, waiting for a few crumbs to satisfy his craving hunger.
He dared not hope for more. It was not that the thought had
once crossed his rnind-" Oh! to be taken inside!" No, he
would just tarry in utter helplessness and need at the portal of
that house of plenty-outside. The swept-up crumbs that fell
from the table of wealth were no doubt his only sustenance. At
last he died, and was buried (Luke xvi. 22). No, he never crossed
the threshold of the rich man's mansion. He died in his poverty
and suffering. But that dead beggar was a son of GOD! His
outward condition was no clue to the mystery of this Divine relationship. Certainly not. Yet, so it was that a heavenly prince did
33

514

The Gospel Magazine

endure in this life all those evil things. Now, so in a spiritual sense·
it often is with the true-born children of GOD. They spend their
years below in groans, and sighs, and deep soul-poverty. To hear
their tales of inward experience, some would even doubt their
heavenly sonship. They confess to heart-wounds and heartbruises which no eye of man can discover in them. The plague of
their fallen nature is, they declare, such that to them it is none
other than a body of death. Oh, for a deliverance! Oh, for a
token from the KING that they are His! Oh, for a crumb-only
a crumb-from off the table of His mercy! They know their need,
but they lack the comfort of knowing His fulness as their own. All
their hunger is for CHRIST. Their thirst is to drink the living water
of His felt power. Thus does the LORD sometimes keep His poor
at His door for a long season-though never as the rich man to let
them die outside.
In this way did the LORD see fit to deal with a soul in the Parish
of OLD HILL. Accustomed to sit under the sound of the Gospel
clearly preached, he hungered and waited for His Covenant GOD to
reveal Himself to his heart in full assurance of mercy. The ways
of a sovereign LORD were such that at last even the public means of
grace were denied, for disease set in and his bodily strength gradually deca)'ed. Shut up in his sick room and dependent on the
visits of a Christian minister and a few of the people of GOD besides,
his path seemed to get more narrow and difficult. Yet grace was
granted this dear tried soul to hope still in GOD'S mercy. In
temporal things too he was sorely exercised. Nevertheless, his
" daily bread" came, like Elijah's, from the LORD GOD of Israel,
and he was not suffered to charge forgetfulness on the Divine
Promiser. He would trust in all his straits, and wait to see the hand
of Him Who doeth all things well for His people. The end, however, drew near. This spiritual Lazarus, who was not suffered by
the constraining and enabling grace of the SPIRIT to leave the gate
that led to the RICH ONE'S table, lingered on in hope, and leaned
hard upon the promise, " All that the FATHER giveth Me shall come
to :Me: and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out," till
the set time came, when he was truly satisfied. For some thirty-six
hours before he died his soul was kept pleading for a full and personal view of CHRIST as his. Then the vision, though it had tarried,
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spake, and did not lie. With his latest breath this poor child of
GOD got the" seal" set upon his heart by Him Who is pitiful and
of tender mercy, and he was just able to repeat the following significant and truly gracious words: "He has opened the door l-and let
me in I-AND SHUT ME IN !" And then he fell asleep.
Oh! dear reader, how unlike the rich man is the GREAT KING.
He not only supplies every Lazarus with crumbs of His loving
favour, through the Word and in His providential dealings, but He
opens the door of a full salvation to His own waiting, seeking,
perishing ones; He leads them inside the palace of His own finished
redeeming work, and He secures them for ever inside. He not only
saves His people, but He saves them" to the uttermost." They
may have as their portion below broken health, an empty purse, a
daily cross, and no human prospects of a brighter kind, with the
present exercises of a spiritual Lazarus, yet they may be confident
in the midst of it all that if the LORD JESUS OHRIST seem to heed
not their cry, " Oh, let me in! Take me in! Shut me in !" He
will in no wise finally refuse, He will "in no wise cast out."
Is any reader of these lines a spiritual Lazarus? Is he clothed
in the rags of creature righteousness? Is he sensibly so clothed?
Are these rags hateful to his soul? Does he long for change of
raiment-for the righteousness of OHRIST which justifies the guilty
sinner? Is his heart diseased, and does he cry, "Oreate in me a
clean heart, 0 GOD"? Is he perishing for want of the BREAD OF
LIFE? Does he from the depths of his need supplicate the MASTER
of the house, " Give me Bread-Bread; a crumb, only a clUmb, of
Thyself, 0 Thou heavenly manna." Happy child of need. "Blessed
are they that do hunger" thus, "for they shall be filled" (Matt.
v. 6). Such shall not be put off with a few clUmbs outside the
palace door of GOD'S mercy, they shall be called within, be clothed
with the best robe, and be set with the princes of JEHOVAH'S chosen
ones at the table of that blissful banquet which shall never, never,
never end. Reader, do you desire to sing ;" Oh, for the hour of seeing
My SAVIOUR face to face!
The hope of ever being
In that sweet meeting place! "
The following incident was related in the pages of the Old Hill
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Church Magazine in the beginning of 1879. If our remarks were
true then concerning the disregard of the holiness of the LORD'S
day, the forgetfulness of His command" Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy," how much more true, alas! are they now,
"thirty-five years later. "GOD is not in all their thoughts," can be
said of most, and the words of the prophet Malachi might have
been written of the world at large in the present day, when, in
speaking of the worship of our triune GOD, he said, "Ye said also,
Behold, what a weariness is it ! "
" How strange to our ears would sound the advice, 'Let every
man daily seek something to eat and drink'! For, natural instinct
and felt need alone make us seek bodily food. And what pains do
we often take to provide for these poor dust-made frames. Here
is one who rises up early and late takes rest-there is another who
risks health and even life-yonder is a third who imperils an honourable reputation by venturing beyond the bounds of justice and
rIght-all to feed, to clothe, and to cherish that which shortly the
grave may engulf, the worm may devour. Yet, whilst men thus
labour for the meat that perisheth, few-alas! how few-show
any true and habitual hunger after the soul-satisfying Word of
GOD'S abounding grace. So far as the multitude is concerned who
morning by morning utter with the lip the spiritual petition' Give
us this day our daily bread,' its insincerity is only too apparent,
for such are not to be found in the company of those who wait on
the breaking of bread-the public preaching of the Word-or if
they occasionally attend the ministry of the Gospel they find it to
be only a weariness to the flesh. Not so, however, was it with one
who lately passed away from our midst. The following letter,
written by a son of the departed one, shows what a hungering was
hers for the BREAD OF LIFE, and that she becomingly prized the
privilegl? of sitting regularly under the joyful sound of the preached
Name of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. 'I wonder who has my seat tonight, and what will be the text,' was her regretful, longing language
when failing health-and that alone-kept her a prisoner in her
humble cottage on the LORD'S day. What a volume do those
heartfelt words convey! What a rebuke to those who find in any
trifling circumstances an excuse to be absent from the place where
JESUS is present in the midst! How few, when preferring ease and
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personal convenience to a little self-denial, even think within themselves, , I wonder who has my seat to-night!' or covet the favoured
occupant who perhaps hungeringly listens to the words of eternal
life. Worldly cares, family cares, fleshly cares, , entering in, choke
the Word' too often even in those who have heard it. How much
more easily does Satan succeed in his devices where there is a
wanton neglect of that hearing whereby faith itself both comes
and is nourished. Truly refreshing to the anxious, weary, solicitous
hearts of GOD'S ministers it therefore is to meet with a case such as
that which OLD HILL Church has just afforded. Praised be GOD!
there are some left in these times of religious formalism and worldlymindedness who can sincerely sing :, Welcome and precious to my soul
Are these sweet days of love;
But what a Sabbath shall I keep
When I shall rest above!

.

, I come, I wait, I hear, I pray;
Thy footsteps, LORD, I trace;
I sing to think this is the way
To my dear SAVIOUR'S face.
, These are my preparation days,
And when my soul is drest
These Sabbaths shall deliver me
To my eternal rest.'

-

" Perhaps these few tributary lines may fall into the hands of
some thoughtless one, of some trifler, of some fitful hearer of GOD'S
Word, of some one of 'the nine' that return not to give GOD
thanks. May the SPIRIT of Divine grace bless it to any whose
empty seat at his place of worship only too often tells the tale of a
starved soul and a stifled conscience. MRS. EVANS' spiritual life,
as set forth in the letter referred to, touchingly appeals to us all.
Oh, for grace to profit by it! Addressed to the VICAR, it says:
, Dear Sir,-My mother for many years was connected with - - ,
but when MR. BASSANO began to preach she left them and went to
Reddal Hill Schools. She spoke very highly of MR. BASSANO'S
preaching, and said she had become a Cb,urchwoman altogether.
She continued to attend the Schools until the Church was completed, and ever since she has been a devoted and consistent member
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of your congregation. She had not had very good health for the
last two years, and when the weather would not permit her to go to
Church I have often seen the tears roll down her cheek, and heard
her say, "I wonder who has my seat to-night, and what will be
the text. Oh! what a feast I am missing!" To her the Sabbath evening was a delight. She read very much. Her favourite
books were the Bible, "Pilgrim's Progress," and" Foxe's Book of
Martyrs." She was familiar with most of the exceeding great and
precious promises. She sat in the bower of those promises and
plucked the round ripe clusters of Eshcol. While others bit their
tongue for thirst, she stood at the wells of salvation and drank of
the water ,of life. She would remember more than half the sermon,
and would often repeat it to her friends on the Monday. But the
last few weeks there seemed a marked change in her conversation.
She would talk very much of the disappointments of this life, of
death, and future rewards. She said she was tired of the wilderness
life, and wanted to go Home. Many times have I seen her throw
back the grey locks from her wrinkled forehead, and with a deep
sigh exclaim, "How long, 0 LORD, how long ~" She desired to
depart. To be with CHRIST was her longed for, latest, greed. On
the morning of the 6th, her emancipated spirit dropped off all the
darkness of time and matter, and passed through the pearly gates
into the Celestial City, to be at rest.' This notice ought not to be
concluded without stating that the dear Christian, whose memory
and example-though her position in life was but humble-now
so forcibly appeal to us, was in the habit of being at the Church
doors on the LOlm's day evening some time before they were
opened, indeed often more than three-quarters of an hour before
Divine Service began. When asked why she came so early and
stood thus exposed to the weather, she would quietly reply, 'Oh!
I always like to sit in my own seat.' She sat just under the readingdesk, at the end of the bench. Her fine intelligent peaceful face
was quite familiar amongst those-the LORD'S poor-who at OLD
HILL Church thankfully' keep holy day' as the best of all the
seven."
The Parish Magazine furnishes us with a short summary of the
apparent results of the SPIRIT'S working during the first three
years-1876 to 1879-after the formation of the district Parish of
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OLD HILL. We use the word "apparent" advisedly, for many
times since the quoted article was written, has the LORD mercifully
encouraged His servant by bringing to his knowledge from time to
time the wonders He wrought through his weak instrumentality.
He loved his people in OLD HILL, and the burden of souls lay
heavily upon him. How often in the experience of GOD'S ministering servants it is not till "after many days" that they "find"
the bread which they have, in sore stress of soul, cast" upon the
waters." But the LORD is very pitiful and of tender mercy, and
many a time when His servants are exceedingly cast down, He
cheers them by permitting them to know that their labours have
not been in vain in the LORD.
" The first three years of the history of the goodly building which
voluntary liberality-not State aid, as some unscrupulous persons
repeatedly allege-has provided to be used throughout all time for
Protestant worship in this Parish, will terminate this month. It
is interesting and profitable, therefore, to note a few facts as showing
how graciously the LORD has owned and prospered the cause identified with our beloved OLD HILL Church. The influence brought
to bear upon the masses of the people by the plain old-fashioned
Gospel of the grace of GOD-preached not with ' enticing words'has been noticeable in its effects-effects both direct and indirect.
The direct fruits of the Word of Truth have been in marked cases,
the new birth of sinners-a converted life, a triumphant death-the
deliverance of seeking souls, the establishment of doubting ones,
the instruction of willing learners, and the drawing forth of gifts in
some who had long hidden their talents in the belief that the LORD
had no need of them. Repeated have been the testimonies borne,
and especially of late, to the power of GOD'S saving message. A
fine Church, a Church crowded with hearers, a Church even possessing an almost perfect organization, would not, however, yield the
slightest spiritual benefit to souls did the sovereign SPIRITJEHovAH-the ' Giver of life '-withhold the exercise of His power
and grace. To Him, with the FATHER, and the eternal SON, then,
all glory is due. It is also encouraging to observe the growing
readiness of those who experimentally value the pure Gospel, to
support any proposed effort for its spread and its defence. Various
Societies, the principles and objects of which are distinctively
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Ohristian, distinctively Protestl1nt, now command the cordial and
liberal allegiance of some who, a few years ago, barely knew that
such Scriptural agencies existed. Nor is the indirect influence of
the truly Evangelical cause represented by the Ohurch, whose opening three years ago we this month celebrate, less apparent. Rich
and poor meet together, not only for worship but for the maintenance of those good works of which vital Godliness is the everfruitful root and stem. Sound principles, affecting social, parochial, and national life and well-being, have come to be understood
so practically that a manifest change has passed over our neighbourhood. That such a change has occurred is abundantly proved
by the protests of the few who have lost an interested influence
over their former humble followers, and by the attempts, however
ineffectual, of the foes of the grand free-grace doctrines of OHRIST'S
own Gospel to raise the cry of those who of old accused STEPHEN
that his teaching was contrary to Moses, and who then stoned
him. Godless education and government, disloyalty and infidelity,
Ritualistic traitorism, and Rationalistic defection, are some of the
local evils that feel the indirect influence of that Word of Divine
grace, the return of which unto its heavenly Author can be
neither frustrated nor void."
OLIFTON, BRISTOL.
August 12th, 1914.

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)

THOU art afflicted with want of sleep-a complaint incident to
distempered bodies and thoughtful minds. Oh, how wearisome a
thing it is to spend the long night in tossing up and down in a "restless
bed, in the chase of sleep; which the more eagerly it is followed flies
so much the farther from us! But instead of closing thy lids to
wait for sleep, lift up thy stiff eyes to Him Who" giveth His beloved
sleep" (Psa. cxxvii. 2). Whatever be the means, He it is That" holdeth
mine eyes waking." He That made thine eyes, keeps off sleep from
thy body for the good of thy soul: let not thine eyes wake, without
thy heart. When thou canst not sleep with thine eyes, labour to
see Him That is invisible: one glimpse of that sight is more worth
than all the sleep that thine eyes can be capable of. Give thyself
up into His hands to be disposed of at His will. What is this sweet
acquiescence but the rest of the soul ?-Joseph Hall.
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OF WARS.

" And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be
not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the
end is not yet."-MATT. xxiv. 6.

AT the moment of writing eight European nations are at war.
Swiftly and with appalling suddenness a situation has arisen which
finds Austria and Germany at war with Russia, France, England,
Belgium, Servia, and Montenegro. Men have arranged peace conferences. They have talked glibly about the abolition of war and the
settling of all disputes by arbitration. Even Christian men, unmind£ul of the teaching of the prophetic Scriptures, and forgetful of the
desperate wickedness of the human heart, have vainly expected a
time of permanent universal peace in this dispensation. How
vain, however, all such thoughts have proved themselves to be
by the rapid march of events in the closing days of July and in
the opening days of the month of August, 1914! No designs or
desires of men can prevent the fulfilment of the "sure word of
prophecy." " Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars." "All
these things must come to pass." Such are the words of Him Who
said, " Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not
pass away." All through this dispensation our Lord teaches us
that His people will more or less often hear of " wars and rumours
of wars." For many months we have been hearing of the growing
peril of civil war, and the prayers of God's people have continuously
ascended to heaven that this peril might be mercifully averted.
The peril was drawing nearer and nearer, when suddenly "the
exceptional circumstances" which prevailed in Ireland influenced
the King, on the advice of his ministers, to call a conference of
eight representatives of the parties concerned with a view to a
"prompt and friendly" settlement of the Irish question. "Today," said the King, in his speech to the Conference, "the cry of
Civil War is on the lips of the responsible and sober-minded of my
people . . . I pray that God in His infinite wisdom may guide
your deliberations so that they may result in the joy of peace and
honourable settlement." The Conference failed to come to agree-
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ment. The following Sunday "a riot after gun-running" took
place in Dublin. This delayed further discussion in Parliament
on the Home Rule controversy till the following Thursday. Meanwhile Austria-HungarY' declared war against Servia on Tuesday
at noon. The dispute between these two nations threatened to
involve almost the whole of Europe in a terrible war. On Thursday, when the further discussion of the Irish question was to be
continued, by the consent of all parties the question was postponed indefinitely, and the Prime Minister said, "We meet to-day
under conditions of gravity which are almost unparalleled in the
experience of everyone of us. The issues of peace and war are
hanging in the balance, and with them the risk of a catastrophe of
which it is impossible to measure either the dimensions or the
effects." By Saturday night at 7.30 (August 1st), Germany had
declared war on Russia. By Sunday it was announced that
Germany had invaded France. On the same day Germany sent
an ultimatum to Belgium which threatened Belgi~n neutrality.
On the following Tuesday, our English Ambassador in Berlin
received his passports at 7 p.m., and a state of war commenced between Germany and ourselves. Truly we have been
hearing of " wars and rumours of wars." Men's hearts have been
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth. What the outcome will be God only knows.
Untold suffering, however, is bound to come. The Lord's sheep
scattered among these nations will have to suffer. Suffering,
disease, and death will affect the combatants. The relatives of our
soldiers and sailors, including our own beloved King and Queen,
whose eldest son is in the Army, and whose second son is in the
Navy, may pass through great sorrow and trial. Loss of trade,
unemployment, dearer food, and even famine may be added to
the trials which may have to be endured. The horrors of war,
and especially such a war as this, constitute a loud call to the
exercise of humility, faith, prayer, and love.
1. Humility.-" Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, 'that He may exalt you in due time." War is one of
God's "four sore judgements." Although we may feel that war
in our case has been forced upon us through no immediate fault
of ours, yet it has not come by chance. It has come to us in God's
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providence, and the knowledge that He is thus severely chastening
us should lead us to humble ourselves before Him. There can be
no doubt that we are guilty of many national sins. We are going
back to that sin of Romish idolatry from which God in mercy
delivered us at the Reformation. Large numbers deny the infallibility of Christ and of the Scriptures. The Sabbath, God's holy
day, is being increasingly desecrated. There is a growing decline
in Church attendance and in the number of young people attending
our Sunday Schools. Rich and poor are giving themselves over
to pleasure, so that men are" lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God." Of a great number it is true that, "there is no fear of
God before their eyes." What need then to humble o1.).rselves
before God for our national sins. Well will it be for the nation if
we are led, through the present terrible discipline, to consider our
ways and to turn our feet unto God's testimonies. Moreover,
what need there is for humility in view of the perils to which this
awful war exposes us. How prolonged and how costly was our
war in South Africa! How helpless we were to bring it to a speedy
end! How many were our defeats ere full victory crowned our
efforts ! Yet how much boastfulness and pride were manifested
when that war began! Let us learn from past experience that
"The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety
(victory, margin) is of the LORD." Only if the Lord is on our side
can we be assured of victory. "If God be for us, who can be
against us 1" On the other hand, if He be against us, how vain
will be our mighty Navy with its Dreadnoughts and battleships!
Salvation, temporal as well as spiritual, is of the LORD. May we
as a nation be able from our hearts to say, "Some trust in chariots,
and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord
our God."
2. Faith.-" When ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be
not terrified" (Luke xxi. 9). "See that ye be not troubled"
(Matt. xxiv. 6). Remember that" all these things must come to
pass." God is still on the throne. He has not abdicated, nor
will He. "0 Lord, Thou art exalted as Head above all . . .
Thou reignest over all." He" worketh all things after the counsel
of His own will," and" all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose."
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Be not anxious then, ye people of God, about the present awful
disturbances. " God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of
the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though
the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. . . . The Lord of
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge . . . He maketh
wars to cease unto the end of the earth; He breaketh the bow, and
cutteth the spear in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the fire."
He says, "Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth." He will stand
on the side of His people wherever they may be. They may suffer,
but He will support and comfort them. He will never forsake
them. Have faith then in your omnipotent and Covenant-keeping
God, and say, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and
not be afraid."
3. Prayer.- The need for prayer, earnest, constant, and believing,
is very urgent. It is a day of great national trouble, and God says
to His people, " Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." In answer to prayer the Lord
delivered Hezekiah from Sennacherib and his host. In answer to
prayer the Lord delivered Jehoshaphat from the Moabites and the
Ammonites, and in answer to prayer He is able to deliver us from
those who are now in a state of war against us. He it is That can
tread down our enemies. We have no personal hatred towards
our foes, but our hearths and our homes, our lives and our liberties,
are threatened, and we may well adopt the language of J ehoshaphat
and cry, " 0 our God, wilt Thou not judge them ~ for we have no
might against this great company that cometh against us; neither
know we what to do: but our eyes are upon Thee." Parents,
whose sons are at the front, need our prayers. Our statesmen and
all in authority need prayer for wisdom, guidance, and strength in
this critical hour in the nation's history. All classes, all conditions
of men, the poor, the unemployed, the middle class, and the rich,
need prayerful sympathy at this time, for this war is bound to
touch all more or less. The Lord's scattered people throughout
Europe especially claim the prayers of their fellow-believers. Let
us pray. Let us pray in private, in the family, and in public. Let
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us pray that this terrible scourge may tend to the glory of God's
Name, the good of His people, and the well-being of men in
general.
4. Love.-Finally, this war is a loud call for the manifestation of
love. Love for the brethren should be especially shown. How
many such will be in dire distress at this time. Many in middleclass circumstances, as well as many of the poorest, will find great
difficulty in obtaining the necessities of life. Let practical love
be shown by all who are able. Let it be specially shown at this
time to the Lord's own family. But while specially thinking of
the household of faith, let us by no means disregard the claim on
our sympathy of others who are in distress. As we think of our
Army and Navy risking their lives in our defence, let us share in the
common trial by helping to bear the burdens of those arolind us.
With all humility, then, with strong faith in our God, with earnest
intercessory prayer, and with warm manifestations of that love
which is a fruit of the Spirit, let the people of God face courageously
and calmly the present great trial.

Bath.

-

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

AFTER all our toil in labour and duty, after all our crosses and
afflictions, after all our doubts and fears that we should never receive
it; after all the hidings of His face, and clouds and darkness that
have passed over us; and after all our battles and fightings, oh, then
how seasonably will the reception of this reward come in: "Thou
wilt . . . afterward receive me to glory." Oh, blessed afterward!
When all your work is done, when all your doubts and fears are over,
and when all your battles are fought; then, oh, then, ye shall be
received to glory.-John Spalding (1703).
FAITH is a considering grace: he that believes will not make haste;
no, not to think or speak of God. Faith hath a good memory, and
can tell the Christian many stories of ancient mercies. Thus David
recovered himself when he was even tumbling down the hill of temptation: "This is my infirmity; but I will remember the years of the
right hand of the Most High . . . I will remember Thy wonders of
old." Therefore, Christian, when thou art in the depths of affliction,
and Satan tempts thee to asperse God, as if He were forgetful of thee,
stop his mouth with this: No, Satan; God hath not forgot to do
for me, but I have forgot what He hath done for me, or else I could
not question His Fatherly care at present over me. Go, Christian,
praise God for past mercies, and it will not be long before thou hast
a new song put into thy mouth for a present mercy.-William Gttrnall.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" For this God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our guide even
unto death." -PSALM xlviii. 14.

HE Who is the Spirit of Wisdom and 6f Truth has promised to undertake the guidance of the redeemed through every step of their pilgrimage
Home. And how we need a Guide! One Who will go after us when
we stray; One Who will " keep the feet of His saints"; One Who will
uphold the weak ones, lead the blind, and support the weary. It is the
gracious office of the third Person in the blessed Trinity thus to fulfil
the promise of Jesus Who, when about to leave His people and return
to the Father, said He would send them another Comforter Who
should lead and guide them into all Truth. And it is the work that
the Comforter has undertaken in leading them into all Truth, that of
leading them to Jesus Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He,
the chosen and exalted Son of the Father, was the great Forerunner
and He wills that His children shall follow His steps. This He well
knew they could not do in and of themselves, and so He said He would
send them the Holy Spirit. And He shall undertake for them; He
shall testify of Jesus; He shall witness within their spirit and be their
Spirit of counsel, their gracious Teacher, their kind Preceptor, to convince and convict of sin and undoneness in themselves and then lead
to Jesus' cleansing blood. And all the way Home, He m.n never leave
them. He will glorify Jesus, and bring up the last of Adam's redeemed
race to heaven's glory, proving to the end of time that" \"\hom once He
loves He never leaves, but loves them to the end."
We have an encouraging subject before us. May the Holy Spirit
witness with our spirits, and impress His seal upon it, that we may
indeed get a blessing and He the glory. May it be a word in season to
some of our younger readers who are beginning the journey, and who will
need a Guide. May the gracious word reach their hearts, a word from
heaven, as they may be halting between two opinions, or have arrived
at the parting of the ways. There are only two roads-the broad, and the'
narrow; there are only two places whither these roads lead. There is
heaven, and there is hell. Now listen to the gracious words the Holy
Spirit puts into the heart of the consciously needy one; the one who has
been stirred up to flee from the wrath to come, and to seek the City of
Refuge-" Wilt thou not from this time cry unto Me, My Father,
Thou art the guide of my youth ~ " (Jer. iii. 4.) Oh! what a blessed
thing it is if the Lord is pleased to begin His work in a young heart, and
if in youth there is implanted a desire to' love Him and to follow after
Him. How blessed it is to hear an aged saint, in reviewing the tender
mercies and unchanging goodness and abiding faithfulness of a Covenantkeeping God throughout a long pilgrimage, say with David, " 0 God,
Thou hast taught m.e from my youth: and hitherto have I declared
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Thy wondrous works. Now also when I am old and greyheaded, 0
God, forsake me not; until I have shewed Thy strength unto this
generation, and Thy power to everyone that is to come." The
" hitherto" is a pledge that keeps a promising God to His Covenant
word, and He will not, can not forsake the work of His own hands.
Now, if there is one reading these lines, whose heart the Lord has
touched, whose desires are after Him but who as yet sees not the signs;
who is longing for a token for good; who can not give up hoping in His
mercy, and in his " best room would gladly receive Him, yet fears to
presume," oh, reay such an one hear these gracious words of invitation" Wilt thou not from this time cry unto Me, My Father, Thou art the
guide of my youth," and rest there; be content with none other, and
go not after another but abide with this Man many days, proving that
" the Man will not be in rest until He hath finished the thing this day."
The soul that has been taught to cry" My Father" will be shown that He
never said" to the seeking house of J acob, Seek ye My face in vain."
The way is an invisible one to the eye of man. It is a path which
no man knoweth and which the vulture's eye hath not seen; but
it is blessedly real; it is a sweet secret way, often a way of which the dea.r
child of God can not speak, so exquisitely delicate and tender is the
Holy Spirit's work-but it is the way, the right way, the safe way, and
the way that leads to the City of Habitation.
Those who have tasted of the Lord's graciousness and who have
known His counsel and help, will take none other. They" put not
confidence in a guide," nor trust the dearest of earthly friends as they
trust, and entrust their keeping to, Him. There are blind guides, but
they are not for the lambs and sheep of Jesus' fold; they go not after
them. They are amongst the blessed company of " meek" ones, whom
He has promised to guide in judgment and teach His way. And such
plead the fulfilment of the promise upon the ground of that holy
unchangeable Name. "They that know Thy Name will put their trust
in Thee," and therefore with the Psalmist they pray, " For Thou art
my rock and my fortress; therefore for Thy Name's sake lead me, and
guide me."
Who among us has not known the need of seeking His guidance ~
In the perplexing path of life, in some great strait, in some hedged-up
way, some crooked place, at wit's end corner, have we not just had
to look up because we could do nothing else, and cry, " For Thy Name's
sake lead me, and guide me" ~ And has such an exercised soul ever
found the Lord fail him ~ On the contrary, is not our pilgrim path
strewn with Ebenezer way-marks-stones of help-and are not our
hearts constrained to confess, " Hitherto hath the Lord helped us " ~
Can He now fail ~ Will He now break His word or forego His promise ~
Oh, it is sweet to prove His present help and know it is likewise an
earnest of future deliverances, for-

".

"Can He have taught me to trust in His Name,
And thus fa.r ha.ve brought me, to put me to shame?"
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Again, there is that precious promise in Psalm xxxii. 8: et I will
instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide
thee with Mine eye." It is all His work-the instructing, the guiding,
and the making willing to go in the way He would have His child to
go. That way is very often the last we should choose, perhaps the
way we most dread, but with" forward let My people go." His Israel
to-day go forward to find a path through the mighty waters, a way
through the sea, a preserving Divine care in the furnace, so that not
a hair of their head is singed and the cloud they so much dreaded
is found to be big with mercies and blessings. Oh! for grace not to
question the way He would have us take. Oh! for silence when we can
not understand the way, and for the grace that recognizes His guiding
and controlling, leading" on softly as the children be able to endure."
Oh! to make Him more the Man of our counsel, and prove how truly
He is fulfilling His word to " guide" us with that" counsel," that He
may" afterwards receive" us" to glory."
And the Holy Spirit's guidance is continual, unintermittent. "He
ceaseless watcheth night and day." "The Lord shall guide thee
continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy
bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of
water, whose waters fail not" (Isaiah Iviii. 11). And again the gracious
promise speaks: "They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall
the heat nor sun smite them: for He That hath mercy on them shall
lead them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them" (Isaiah
xlix. 10).
And it is the way of peace. He shall" guide our feet into the way
of peace" (Luke i. 19).
He leads, as we have said, into all Truth (John xvi. 13), and is ever
opening up fresh delights to our astonished hearts. Have you not
proved, child of God, how quick, how ready the Holy Spirit is to
honour J esus ~ " He shall testify of Me"; "He shall receive of Mine,
and shall shew it unto you." Oh, prove Him! Remit your care,
your need, to Him. Cast yourself, abandon yourself, upon Him, and
prove how He will help, deliver, and bring Jesus to you. All our way
is undertaken by Him, and He Who guided Israel by the skilfulness of
His hands is our Guide to-day. He is in the midst of the people called
by His Name. He has been pleased to put great honour upon the
appointed means of grace and Gospel privileges and the precious Word
of living Truth. It behoves us to value our Gospel privileges, and to
forsake not the assembling of ourselves together; but to wait upon
the Lord in the ordinances, and claim His promised blessing, for He
has said: "In all places where I record My Name I will come unto
thee, and I will bless thee." If you are waiting and longing in the place
of His appointing you are in the place of blessing, and you will not be
disappointed. Your expectation shall not be cut off. "The Lord
will see to it" was the word of promise to Abraham of old. The
patriarch's faith was tried to the utmost, yet he declared to Isaac:
" My son, God will provide Himself a lamb." J ehovah-jireh-the Lord
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will see, and, " in the mount of the Lord it shall be seen." The God
of Abraham makes" a way to escape" for you and me to-day, beloved
reader. Whatever the trial may be, He brings His child off" more than
conqueror." He has guided you, recalled your wandering steps, overtaken and brought back your backsliding heart, and He has neither left
you nor forsaken you, though you mourn and confess you have turned
from Him many thousand times. Has He been true in afflictions ~ Yes.
He is there, as much as He was in the pillar of cloud and of fire with
His Israel of old. Has He been with you through the flood ~ Yes,
and in the midst thereof given you to rejoice in Him and His delivering
power. Through the fires ~ Yes, the Refiner sat by, and when He
had tried you, you came forth as gold. Has He led you to " wells of
water," an Elim rest ~ Yes, the Guide has known the weariness of His
dear servants, and has led them to rest and refreshing after a weary
march. But to the bitter waters of Marah ~ Can He still be the
Guide ~ Yes, He is ever with His children; He knows all their sorrows;
He leads on through the flood, up the mountain, through the Red Sea.
His word of command reaches their ear, " Speak unto the children of
Israel, that they go forward." And they go " from strength to
strength," and everyone-and not one feeble person among themshall appear in Zion's City before God. God is our Guide through the
valleys and on the hills. Oh, dear child of God, rest all your weight
upon His strength! The shoulder of your EI-Shaddai will prove allsufficient, and your Guide will not fail you, but will hold up your
goings in His paths, so that your footsteps slip not.
"Weak in myself, in Him I'm strong; His Spirit's voice I hear,
The way I walk can not be wrong if Jesus be but there.
He is my Helper and my Guide, I trust in Him alone:
No other helps have I beside; I venture all on One."
That is a strong word of the Apostle in 1 Thess. iii. 11, where he counts
upon Divine guidance to come unto his beloved brethren in Thessalonica. He says: "Now God Himself and our Father, and our Lord
Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you." The margin gives it guide.
A Trinity of Persons is eng:1ged on His people's behalf, so they must
needs be well preserved and well attended. And so they will be, even
unto the end. "He will be our Guide even unto death."
A touching incident was related by a chaplain in the time of the Crimean
War. "The other day I saw a poor frost- bitten man who was a Baptist,
and who begged me to get him a Bible and a book of poetry. I happened to have a penny hymn book in my pocket, with large print, and I
opened it at ' Rock of Ages,' and never shall I forget the poor fellow's
emotion as I held it up before his eyes and he read and swallowed it
down like wine of life. When he had finished it, he said, ' 0 Jesus, I
knew Thou wouldst come at last!' He told me that he had been for
days dry and barren in his soul, and could get no comfort, but when I
spoke to him he revived; and this hymn that he had been used to sing
at home and in his congregation was like the touching of a fountain34
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spring." The Guide of his youth, the Guide of his pilgrimage, all his
life-journey had been with him, and though he had lost sight of the
Guide for a time the Guide had not lost sight of him, but revealed
Himself with power, and caused all the shadows to flee away.
And we shall not lose sight of the blessed and glorious character of
our Guide up yonder. In the midst of His Church the Lamb is seen,
leading them by fountains of living waters. They have been guided
below for His Name's sake; guided by His eye; guided and counselled
by His Word; guided continually; guided into peace; guided in all
the Truth of God. Now they view their glorious Leader and Commander face to face; and without sin to mar their walk, without sorrow
to break their communion, they follow the Lamb whithelsoever He
goeth and are indulged in fulness of joy which has brought them Home
to" dwell in the house of the Lord for ever," no more to go out. No
more slippery places, no more losing sight of the Guide, no more perplexities or darkness, but the eternal mid-day sun, a morning without
clouds, and that for ever.
" Now let my soul arise
And tread the tempter down,
My Captain leads me forth
To conquest and to crown;
A feeble saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
R.
CONSIDER the ends which a believer should propose in discharge of
the duty of communicating Christian experience. The principal end
he should have in view when he declares his experience is the glory of
God, Who hath dealt so bountifully with him. He would surely have
the Lord exalted for His faithfulness and goodness to him; he would
have it published, that the Name of the Lord might be great; that
sinners might know that his God is faithful to His word; that He hath
not only engaged to be a present help in time of need, but that he hath
found Him in reality to be so. As he knows the enemies of God are
ready enough to charge Him with neglect of His people, because of the
trials and afflictions they are exercised with; so he would, in contradiction to them, declare what he hath found in his own experience, that in
very faithfulness He afflicts those that are dearest to Him. And with
what lustre doth the glory of God shine, when His children are ready to
acknowledge that He never called them out to any duty but His grace
was sufficient for them; that He never laid His hand upon them in any
afflictive exercise, but He at the same time supplied them with all those
supports which they stood in need of. I say, for Christians thus to
stand up, on proper occasions, and bear their experimental testimony
to the faithfulness and goodness of God, what a tendency hath it to
make the Name of the Lord, Who hath been their strong tower, glorious
in the midst of the earth.-Samuel Wilson (1703-1750).
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THE PORTRAIT.
MR. WALTER BASSANO,

LATE

J.P.

OUR portrait this month is that of the late MR. WALTER
BASSANO, J.P., of OLD HILL, STAFFORDSHIRE. As has been
already stated, he contributed largely to the cost-over
£l1,OOO-of building the fine Church of HOLY TRINITY,
OLD HILL, illustrations of which are already in our readers'
possession.
MR. BASSANO also presented the Church with a splendid
organ costing £1,000, and was a liberal supporter of the
various organisations connected with the work of the Parish,
and of the Protestant Societies in which OLD HILL Church
was interested.

Sermonf.' .anb jl.otef.' of Sermonf.'.

-

THE FATHER'S LOVE.
PREACHED AT ST. DAVID'S CHURCH, HOLLOWAY, ON SUNDAY EVENING,
FEB. 15TH, 1891, BY THE REV. JAMES ORMlSTON, RECTOR
OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
shmtld be c.alled the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not,
because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him,. for we shall see Him as He is."
- 1 JOHN

iii.

1,

2.

WHAT a marvellous theme the Apostle here realizes, under the Spirit's
teaching, in his own soul's experience. No wonder, therefore, that he
should exclaim, as he here does, in terms of ecstatic adoration. Oh!
that we may to-night, by the grace of the same Spirit, take up this
utterance of soul delight; that we may follow here, note by note and
bar by bar, this song of praise, this song of holy exultation. But in
order to do this we no doubt, dear friends, need the anointing of the
Spirit. Without Him we hear in vain. The ear may be satisfied, but
the heart can not be instructed and edified unless the gracious Spirit
take of the utterances of the speaker, being the things of Christ, and
show them unto us; yet we do remember how He delights to fulfil
the work He is commissioned to accomplish. With no uDwillingness
on His part He deals with these poor hearts of ours, so slow to learn,
80 dull of hearing, enabling us to receive in a spirit of meekness the
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engrafted Word which is able to save and to sanctify our souls.
The keynote of our passr.ge to-night I take to be the first word of
our text :-" Behold!" The note is clear. Brief it may be in the letter,
though prolonged in the spirit. This note has now lingered over a
thousand years in the ear of the Church militant here upon earth.
So long as travelling days are appointed God's people this note will
continue-for the simple reason that the love of God is the one theme
of the Gospel of Divine grace, the glory of the Gospel. The love of
God is the great central truth upon which the hearts of God's dear
Spirit-taught people delight to dwell. We trust that many of God's
own children have been directed here to-night. Let me just say in
passing, dear friends, to those of you who perhaps occasionally attend
this place, that the keynote of the message delivered from this pulpit
week by week is this self-same love of God the Father to His own dear
children.
" Behold, what manner of love." It is remarkable that in the original
the word" Behold" is in the plural number-" Beholdye," and it may
be asked, To whom chiefly, primarily, is this command addressed?
There is little doubt that it is addressed to those who are spoken of in
the previous chapter. And who are they? vVe turn to chapter ii.,
verse 12, to hear the holy word" I write"-that is, this epistle, this
inspired letter-" I write unto you, little children, because your sins are
forgiven." That is the reason why I write this letter to you. "Your
sins are forgiven you for His Name's sake." The expression" little
children" in the 12th verse comprises those who immediately after
are spoken of distributively. Thus: "I write unto you, fathers"
(these are included under the expression "little children" in the
12th verse)-" I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known
Him That is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men"
(another class of those denominated under the term " little children"
in the 12th verse)-" I write unto you, young men, because ye
. h::l.ve overcome the wicked one." Again: "I write unto you, little
children, because ve have known the Father." Those little children
were likewise incllided in the 12th verse under the expression" little
children," but a different word is used in this 13th verse for the little
children. Those spoken of in the 12th verse are all who have been
born of God, whatever their after-growth, whatever their individuaL
attainments-whether fathers, young men, or babes-all equally born
of God, equally claiming the Fatherhood of God, equally interested
in the promises of God, equally having a share in the " everlasting,
Covenant, ordered in all things and sure." John writes unto those
little ones born of God these glorious things which concerned their
joy and peace. I take it, dear friends-I repeat-that to all these the
command holds good, " Behold ye, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the children" -it is
children rather than sons-" of God"; a mark of distinction very
important to be gratefully borne in mind.. For all God's people are
born children of God, and therefore by inspiration the Apostle here
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uses another word. I do not know a single instance in which he uses
the word commonly translated " son" in this connection of the new
birth. It is always the word employed here, which implies being
brought forth-" the brought-forth ones"-those who have been born,
or begotten, of God.
" Behold ye," for ye alone are interested in this matter. What,
dear children of God, are these things of the Kingdom to those that
are without? There is no music in the Gospel of God's free and
sovereign grace to the stout-hearted unbeliever; it is an offence
to his pride to be told simply, plainly, faithfully, " 'Ye must be born
again.' All your religious upbringing, all your religious professionthese, with much more, reckon for nothing before God. 'Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.''' But to God's
own graciously-begotten children" how beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings," that bringeth good
tidings of peace through the blood of the cross-peace, perfect peace,
eternal rest with God and in God, because the gifts and calling of God
are without repentance, without change of mind on His part. Once
He brings a poor suffering sinner-and only such He ever brings-to
the knowledge of his need and shuts him up to faith in Christ-Christ
as the sinner's substitute, as the alone way to God-there is then
certified, sealed, and that eternally too, "the peace of God which
passeth all understanding."
These things are truly very sweet and profitable to the children of
God, and they love to hear them. They are meat and drink to their
souls; for these they fervently hunger and thirst. They reckon that
day a day of sadness, that Lord's day a day unprofitable, which brings
them no revelation of the grace of God through the Word ministered.
Here it is, moreover, they learn to discriminate between the true
shepherds and hireling shepherds; between those whom God the
Holy Ghost has commissioned and qualified and sent, and those who
without a message have run in their own sufficiency, in their own
wisdom, to deliver that which they never received; who are unable
to say, as can the true servant of Jesus Christ, " That which I received
declare I unto you." I say, here it is that God's own living children
learn to discriminate between the true messenger and the false messenger,
between him who brings the true tidings, the glad tidings of the Gospel
of God's rich and overflowing grace, and those who teach little better
than the things of Moses which can never deliver a soul from death or
bring a seeking soul to enjoy peace with God.
"Behold ye "-those who have your sins forgiven, whether ye be
fathers, young men, or babes. "Behold ye "-consider, contemplate,
pause and look upon" the manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us "-upon us chief sinners, upon us by nature lost sinners: "for the
Son of Man"-that is, God Himself incarnate-came into this world
of fallen ones to seek and to save that which was lost. "Lost" is the
word; and not until the sinner is taught to know something of the
terrible meaning of that word" lost," not until he has learnt it under
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the Spirit's own gracious teaching, will he appreciate the blood of the
Lamb, the perfect righteousness of God's dear Son; yet to such "How
sweet the name of Jesus sounds." It if> music in the ear of the captive,
the bound soul, the bowed-down one, the broken-hearted, the man
of a contrite spirit who trembles at the holiness of God's pure Word.
Most sweet that Name of names! As we have already observed, well
might the Apostle of Christ, himself a grace-saved sinner, exclaim in
language of ecstatic adoration, "Behold ye, the manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us "-upon us chief sinners, upon us lost
sinners. And he would have us, dear children of God, consider that
this love has not been merely a manifested love, that is, a love publicly
set forth in the Gospel preached. True, most true, as I before said,
the glory of the Gospel preached is the love of God the Father to His
dear children; but that is not enough. Hence the force of the original
word here is given: "Behold, what mannner of love the Father hath
given to us." It is a given love. It is not merely a love Divinely
entertained. Most true, as He could say to Jeremiah in his day,
"Yea, saith Jehovah, I have loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." Most true, the
love of God to His dear people, chosen in Christ before the worlds
were, is an everlasting love in the fount of it, but it is the manifestation
and the application and the distribution of this love which is our theme
to-night.
" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath given unto liS." The
love of God coming forth from the heart of the Father in the Person
of the Lord Jesus Christ, manifested in His obedience even unto blooda theme indeed for us to contemplate with soul profit at all times;
but we must have the inner experience of this love. We must have the
personal application of this love if we are to walk the ways of God in the
spirit of liberty and joy. Did He love me ~ Did He set His love upon
me-even me ~ is the great question with the true-born child of
God, certainly in the earlier phases of his Christian experience. Not
confinedly so; for from time to time such experiences are known to
even the most advanced and most deeply taught of God's dear children.
When such a question is by circumstances, frames, and feelings proposed
to the soul, " Is it possible that He loved me, seeing where I am, what
I am still, after all these years of mercy and indulgence and providential
kindness and leading ~" Yes; these questions do arise in the experience of God's dear children of all ages. The babes, they can verify
what I say to-night; and the young men, tbey too can put their hand
and seal to the same searching experience. The fathers, those who
have been longest in the way and have even been instrumental in bringing
others to the knowledge of this great love, they will bear me out and
confirm that they too have their times of gloom, of felt darkness, deep
searchings of heart; are made-even they are made-to " possess the
sins of their youth," for God brings back by way of remembrance a sense
of the depth and the darkness of the hole of the pit out of which in the
sovereignty and efficiency of His grace He long since digged them.
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But the Spirit bears witness with the spirits of these dear tried children of God, and there is a restoring the soul. He hears the sighing
of the needy. It is music in His ears. Saith the Lord, "Now for the
sighing of the needy will I arise, and I will deliver him from him that
puffeth at him," that mocketh him. Ah! how Satan delights to
dash the hopes of God's own dear people. If he be capable of pleasure,
oh! the pleasure he takes in spoiling for a little while (for it is only a
little while) the joy and the comfort of God's precious children.
The love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost affords
an answer to all these tauntings of the evil one and these suggestions
of the tempter. Sometimes in such circumstances a light surprises the
poor child of God; clouds, long, dark, and threatening, suddenly are
rent asunder; in a moment perhaps some simple passage of God's
Word is brought home and applied by the Holy Spirit, without any
preliminary reason why. In a moment God renews His former
mercies and sets the captive free, turns the mourning into joy, and
exchanges the heaviness of spirit for the garments of praise, thus
assuring anew His dear child that there is no change, no variableness,
in the greatness and fixedness of the Divine love.
What manner of, nature of, love the Father hath given unto us
that we should be called the born children of God-that we should be
the born children of God! Oh, dear people of God, if we were only
adopted ones that were mercy unspeakable; but we are bornwe are treated as children who were once aliens, alienated in mind and
alienated from God by wicked works, but transferred by sovereign
grace and placed among the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty.
He has also given'us in the new birth the possession of a nature which
He Himself has dignified by the term " Divine"--created in Christ
Jesus-nowhere else, not short of that.
"Once in Him, in Him for ever;
Thus th' eternal Covenant stands."

Created! "We are His workmanship." "It is He That hath made us,
and not we ourselves. We are His people," we are His sheep. He
pasture& us, having conferred upon us this new light and bestowed upon
us in the power of the Holy Ghost this new Divine nature. He proposed
to Himself to nourish it, to feed it with food convenient for it; and so
day by day He supplies according to His own knowledge of spiritual
need, the Bread of Life. Some of God's children have to travel far to
find It, but nothing less than It will satisfy their souls; therefore poor,
hungering, and thirsty, their souls well-nigh ready to faint within them,
and the cry, the perpetual cry, in their hearts, " Give me Christ, or else
I die," they seek, they find; they ask, they have; they knock at the
door of the Father's love, and it is opened unto them. It is a Father's
love. It is not the love, so said here, the love of God; but it is a Father's
love-it is God in a special aspect; it is God, the eternal God, it
is God in a Divine relation. "Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth "-look at the word-Cl pitieth them that fear
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Him. He knoweth their frame"-and I like, dear children of
God, to think that that expression includes the spiritual frame, the
new creature in Christ Jesus as well as this poor mortal frame, the
mere present and very temporary tent in which we respectively live.
Yes; "He knoweth our frame," fearfully and wonderfully made in
Christ, a new creature (Psa. cxxxix.), the language of Christ the Head
as He gazes down from those heavenly heights upon the" body" His
Father has prepared. Saith He, " I am fearfully and wonderfully made."
As He eyes to-night His own dear believing people in this congregation,
and beholds them the mystic bones of His mystic frame, " All My bones,"
saith He, "shall say, Lord, who is like unto Thee." For they are all
vocal bones; each has his voice of testimony, his testimony to bear
concerning the grace that sought him, the grace that pursued him in
the days of his unregeneracy, and the grace that found him, undertook him, subdued him, as Saul of Tarsus on the plains of Damascus
was overcome by invincible grace-" Who art Thou, Lord ~" Some
mighty power had mastered the proud Pharisee. He lies prostrate
in the dust and acknowledges himself conquered. ",Vho art .Thou ~ "
He presently learns the secret. He was led as one of these loved ones
into Damascus not yet other than a little child, his sins not yet certified
to him as sins forgiven; three days and three nights of broken-hearted
waiting upon God before Ananias-the interpreter appointed, one among
a thousand-entered the house and the chamber where he was. Then
the word of deliverance was spoken to the captive, and it "at: told him,
on the credit of God's own integrity and veracity, that his soul's blooclguiltiness, his sin of murder, his persecution of the saints of the most
high God, were all forgiven, all gone, gone for ever. "1 have blotted
out as a thick cloud"-how black !-" thy sins." And more than
this: such is the love of the Father that He bids me say (1 paraphrase
the language, and feel justified in paraphrasing the language of Godly
Ananias, that preacher of the Word of the grace of God to that poorbrokenhearted Saul of Tarsus), " Not only are thy sins forgiven thee,
but I am definitely commanded to assure thee that God hath said,
, Your sins and your iniquities will I remember no more.''' Not only
forgive sins such as these, but forget them too.
" Behold, what manner of love." Oh, how blessed for each child of
God here to-night (and mark the standard of the 12th verse, already
quoted, 2nd chapter, even the" little ones "), your sins were forgiven
you coincidently with the new birth. The right to know that sins
are forgiven is conferred upon the quickened sinner. "As many as
received Him," said John in the 1st chapter of his Gospel; "As
many as received Him"-of whom it is presently said that they were
born" not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God"
-those who received Him "to them gave He· right," says the
margin, " or title, to become the sons of God." Thus all the sons of
God are pardoned ones, blood-washed ones, fully justified ones, sinners
saved by grace, whose sins shall never be remembered judicially.
Of course we c1J:aw the line at that word judicially. God can not
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forget absolutely; but judicially God can, does, will, forget all the
sins of His people, and forget them for ever and ever.
.
" Behold, what manner of love"-the property of the born children
of God. Little wonder the world should not recognize them, as the .
Apostle goes on to affirm: "therefore the world" of unbelievers, the
world of the unregenerate-ah! and let me say, not the profane world
merely but the world of professing Christianity-knows not, recognizes
not, the true seed and children of God. They are an invisible people;
as you sometimes sing in the language of one of your hymns at St.
David's :"Invisible are we to this blind world below;
'Tis only such as Jesus owns can us perceive or know."

1--

It needs a spiritual eye to recognize a child of God. But there is
that given to God's children-a marvellous ability, I might call it a
Divine faculty-which quickly perceives the living, and divides between
them and the dead, between the dead professor and the gracious
possessor of the true God. The world perceived not Jesus, as He tells
us in His own touching language (John xvi.): "These things will they
do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor Me."
Therefore the world knoweth us not who are in union with the unknown
Christ, who are in union with the Father as revealed in the face and the
person and the work of Jesus. The world knoweth us not, because it
knew Him not. Yet, how blessed for the regenerated ones, for those
whom the world so disesteems, to remember" The Lord knoweth them
that are His." He knows them amongst the crowd in the midst of all
this Babel of earth; in all this chaos of earth the Lord knoweth His
()wn.
There may be a dear child of God here to-night whose path in
providence is a solitary one. There are times, I know, when the
solitary child of God is tempted to take up the language of the
Psalmist, "No man careth for my soul." Well, man may not, perhaps he does not; but the Lord careth for the righteous, the Lord
is mindful of His prisoners. Job trod a truly solitary path for many
years; his foes were those of his own household; he walked the
furnace fires of tribulation and persecution alone; times were when he
even lost sight of his God; but his God never for at} instant lost sight
of him. There were times when he went forward to find his God in the
furnace, but He was not to be fomid there; and he went, he tells us,
backward, but still silence reigned-no sound, no voice, no arm apparently to uphold. He turned to the right hand, and all was still-silence
-silence-silence; and his last resort was to turn to the left hand,
" where He doth work." And so, dear child of God, it may be that
just now you are experiencing the "left hand" dealings of your
Father, yet" His love in times past forbids [you] to think He'll leave
[you] at last in trouble to sink." Job came to this conclusion by grace:
" Though I find Him not wheresoever I turn to seek Him, yet He
knoweth the way that I take." That is your comfort, solitary soul.
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Though the world disesteem, though the saints recognize you not, yet
the Lord is leading; He knows the way which you take. Do not
forget" The sea is His," and every wave of it; the mighty storm comes
up only at His word, and is subdued into a marvellous calm when He
utters His fiat, " Be still."
So also the wilderness is His, as is the sea. He" made the dry land"
as well as the mighty deep; and every pathway, each solitary pathway
the lone child of God is called upon to tread in God's wilderness has been
lovingly, definitely, marked out. Think it not therefore a " strange
thing" that you are tried, nor that the trial is a strange one. No; it
is a very very ancient thought on the part of your Father. God always
treasured up in purpose this particular phase of His dealings with you.
Most ancient thoughts of love ale hidden away under the surface of those
present providences of tribulation and affliction. It is thus He takes
the responsibility: "I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness."
It was God Who brought Israel into the desert. It was God Who for
forty years led that Israel up and down the wilderness; and never a
day passed but He fed that multitude with bread from heaven, and
their water was sure. It was God-promised, God-provided; and so in
your case, Jehovah-jireh-The Lord will provide.
Three days Abraham journeyed with his beloved child. He was
sad in the prospect of losing in him his all, for he was the son of his
bosom, and he knew that in Isaac, his beloved child, all the promises
of the Gospel centred-in losing Isaac nature told him he would lose
all. On the third day he lifted up his eyes and he saw" the mount of
the Lord." ""Ve believe his heart was refreshed, his soul was quickened,
in the blessed confidence that the Lord would provide a deliverance in
this painful providence; and when Isaac said "Father!"
My
child, here I am: here I am upon a sorrowful mission, but here I am
in the pathway of obedience"
Father, where is the lamb ~" oh,
how that question went to the heart of the patriarch! Who doubts it ~
Isaac was dead to Abraham to all intents and purposes until the Lord
said, "It is enough. It is enough, Abraham; thou hast sacrificed
him. I know thy heart; I know thou didst give him up when I asked
him, commanded him, demanded him, at thy hands. It is enough."
Now I pause. I leave the subject, dear children of God. This
wondrous love of God set upon His chil(iTen from the days of eternity
was manifested in the gift of His own bosom Son as the sacrifice
and substitute required in the necessity of the case by everyone of
these children in order to their being saved from the wrath to come.
The manner of God's love is seen in His dealings with His called ones
in providence and in grace; and we have the final assurance that" in
the mount of the Lord" the whole of God's Truth, and the rectitude of
God's ways, and the propriety of His every dealing, and His chastisement, correction, and scourging will be praisefully and thankfully
recognized by every object of that Father's love; and the one song
in that multitude no man can number will assuredly be, " He hath
done all things well."
_Cl

_Cl
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A SERMON.
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE
REV. J. M. SANGAR, B.A., JULY 26TH, 1914.
" Yea, He loved the people,. all His saints are in Thy hand: and they
sat down at Thy feet,. everyone shall receive of Thy words."DEUT. xxxiii. 3.
PEOPLE are apt to think that there is a greater difference than there is
between the Law and the Gospel. They do not see that God's design
in each is to bring about salvation by free and sovereign grace. Here
is a Scripture which beautifully illustrates it. In this farewell address
of Moses, the Jewish lawgiver, we have a declaration of one of the
grandest purposes of God's sovereign grace. "Yea, He loved the
people." What more than that could we have? The Apostle J ude
in the New Testament reiterates the same precious truth when he
writes to his brethren who are" preserved in Christ Jesus," and the
Apostle Peter also addressed his epistle to those who were" kept by the
power of God." Kept! Kept by faith, kept by power Divine and
not by any free will of man-no free-will agency. Salvation from
first to last wholly depends upon its Divine Author, the Alpha and
Omega, the Beginning and the End. Moses said, " The Lord came
from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; He shined forth from
mount Paran, and He came with ten thousands of saints"-angels
are here called saints or holy ones-" from His right hand went a fiery
law for them. Yea, He loved the people." Is not that a very.
striking connection between Law and Gospel? "Yea, He loved the
people," and in proof of His love He gave them a fiery law? Just
what men call harsh, bitter, and uncharitable; but just what the sinner
wants. The unconverted sinner is dead in trespasses and sins. It is
no use speaking smooth things to such an one. He is dead, he can
not hear. But when Christ first approaches a sinner, He begins with
the fiery Law; and that fiery Law is the greatest token of everlasting
love. The sinner must be taught his need ere he cry for help; he
must be shown his danger ere he will flee for refuge. By the sanctified
knowledge of the Law is kindled love to the Law-Fulfiller; and until
there is a deep experimental knowledge of sin, it is utterly impossible
there can be a saving knowledge of Jesus as the Saviour from sin.
When the Law in all its length and breadth is brought home to the
conscience; when the holiness of God is unfolded by the Holy Ghost,
and the sinner realizes in deed and in truth how every thought is sin
unless it be absolutely and entirely devoted to God, and he thinks of
millions and millions of things that must be put to his account unless
grace intervene, he would be driven to despair. Ministers of the
Gospel are often charged with" driving people to despair," as if there
could be any hope for man until he had been driven to despair in
himself! A nominal Christian may profess by lip, but that is naught.
It is a conditional salvation that he is vainly resting on-a dependence
upon himself while yet saying, "Christ is All." But Christ is not
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All to such an one-it is Christ in partnership with self, and that is a
hateful God-dishonouring notion. Oh, to be kept from confidence in
self! The moment the fiery Law has entered in the sinner will realize
that he is a brand plucked from the burning and absolutely helpless
to keep himself from the fire of hell. Oh! if we have been brought
to that, what a mercy. Christ endured the hell of Calvary for His
people, and the otherwise unquenchable fire is quenched for them for
ever: But no one will rejoice in this until he has first realized that
God visited His Israel with His fiery Law. Then he will prove, " Yea,
He loved the people; all His saints are in Thy hand." There is a
change of persons here. Moses speaks of God, and in the next breath
to God.
Let us remember Scripture everywhere brings before us that the
persons of the Lord's people are in His hand. God has not regard in
the safety of His people to their conduct and character; it is their
persons He has loved: The Scripture says it. Reason says, How can
God hate sin and yet love the sinner with an everlasting love-one so
unlovely, so filthy, and fit only for hell ~ Oh, if we ask questions,
there is no telling to what lengths we may go! Thank God for a
child-like faith, which believes and takes Him at His word. The
children of His love are and ever have been safe in His Covenant hand.
Would we ask a reason ~ It is God's will. He loves because He will
love. It is part and parcel of His very nature. The fiery Law is
given to. condemn sin; but it also has a determinate purpose, to set
forth His love and to identify sinners with that everlasting love in His
beloved Son. We could not be so bold as to talk like this if we had
not authority from Him. But we have His words to His Father, " Thou
hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me." There is the preciousness of
these children in the eyes of that God Who holds them in His loving
embrace and tells them, "Since thou wast precious in My sight I
have loved thee." So one with Jesus is the Church that her members
collectively are spoken of as His body-part and parcel of Himself;
and as if that were not enough, He speaks by the Holy Spirit in the
Epistle to the Ephesians (i. 22): "And hath put all things under His
feet, and gave Hi.m to be the head over all things to the church, which is
His body, the fulness of Him That filleth all in all." Think of those
words! They are glorious! Christ as God fills all in all-all things
in all spheres, throughout the whole universe-many worlds. Christ
in His Godhead is the glory of, the living principle that animates, the
whole creation, and directs everything that takes place therein. He
overrules all to His glory. But this was not enough to satisfy the
mind of Jesus. Here comes in the wonder of matchless grace. Christ
reckoned Himself incomplete unless He could have another fulness.
He could not have fulness of glory without " a great company" of
lest, needy, undone sinners, the vilest, the pests of society, yet by
redeeming love and pity made so dear to His heart that He can not
be said to be full until these are taught to call upon Him, seek Him,
follow Him, and are finally " caught up together" to be with Him
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in His glory for ever. A marvellous expression this, cc The fulness of
Him That filleth all in all" !
Well, then we have the experiences of the saints when grace first
takes possession of them. cc They sat down at His feet." It reminds
us of Mary. Mary sat at Jesus' feet and heard His words. How came
that about ~ Some say she had an offer of salvation and accepted it.
Oh! there is no such teaching in this Holy Book of God. There is
no word to justify the expression cc offer of salvation," of which we
hear so much to-day. Christ does not offer salvation. He says of all
His blood-bought sheep, cc Them also I must bring," and that is a
very different story. A moment has been fixed in the councils of
eternity when the Saviour must enter this and that heart and take
possession. He does not stay to ask permission. He did not ask
St. Paul whether he would like to be struck down on his way to
Damascus. But suddenly a light from heaven struck him down,
turned him from his evil course, brought him a willing captive to the
feet of Him Whom to that moment he had in every way opposed.
No, He does not ask the sinner whether he will accept salvation, but
like Saul of Tarsus, the sinner is blessedly struck down. Let us seek
to be very accurate in our expressions, and give the Lord the glory
due unto His name. The Saviour knows, seeks, and finds every sheep
of His fold, and like Mary they are brought to sit at Jesus' feet and
hear His words. Everyone shall hear His words. There is no
asking the sinner's permission. People say Christ stands at the
door of the heart and knocks and seeks permiss'ion to enter. He does
stand at the door and knock: we are told so in Rev. iii. 20. But for
whom is He, said to knock ~ The Scripture is plain. It is for His
Bride. The one and only parallel Scripture to this verse in the
Revelation, where He is seen standing and knocking, is in the Song
of Solomon, where Jesus is revealed as knocking for His cc sister,"
His cc dove," His cc undefiled one." Jesus knew there were some in
that Laodicean Church-bad as that Church was-who were stili
« kept," who had cc not defiled their garments" ; who were spiritually
alive; and so He says, « As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten:
be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and
knock."
Oh! what a privilege to be kept from the snares of the devil and to
be taught to any extent not to jump at conclusions, but to search the
Scriptures and to be mindful of the Apostle's words, "Whether
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith," that
is, the analogy of faith. The Lord Jesus before He went to Calvary
declared, cc I have given them Thy words," to the Father. And we
have these words in precious Apostolic documents come down to us.
No one need talk of his or her religious views, until he or she has been
made familiar with the doctrines of the Epistles in the Word. When
a convert is brought to Jesus, is he, think you, at once a competent
preacher 1 No, he must sit at Jesus' feet. He must be cc swift to
hear, slow to speak." There is cc milk" for babes, and cc strong meat"
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for them that are of full age, " even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil." The Lord leads
His people on. They shall all receive of His words, not only for their
own feasting and enjoyment but for a witness to Jesus. They will be
a means of their saying and showing effectually to one another, " We
are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, I will give it you;
come thou with us, and we will do thee good"; "0 taste and see
that the Lord is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in Him."
The Lord give you a rich experimental knowledge, dear friends, of
that passage, " I will say to them which were not My people, Thou art
My people; and they shall say, Thou art my God" (Hosea ii. 23).

"SIT STILL,

MY

DAUGHTER."

SOME of my readers are doubtless familiar with the little box of promises
from which a rolled text may be selected after a prayer for guidance,
and read as a message from Himself. Oftentimes the words have been
so wonderfully direct and appropriate to the matter upon which
- difficulty was felt, that one has known of a truth that God guided the
hand. I well remember upon one occasion three or four years ago
feeling very much perplexed as to whether duty meant go or stay, and
going to the box I begged the Lord to give me an indication as to what
He would have me to do. Opening the little roll I read, " Sit still,
my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall."
This decided
me at once to stay, and I saw afterwards how good it was for me that
'I did.
Now again this same text has been given to me three times over
to-day. Feeling very much cast down and unstrung altogether by
the sad news of the war, I betook myself to prayer for strength and
faith to be guided to a message from my Lord Himself, and this selfsame " Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will
fall" was given to me three times over intermingled with" Be of good
cheer: it is I, be not afraid." I need not tell my readers how my
heart was uplifted in thankfulness to Him for such sweet reassurance.
May the Holy Spirit seal the words more and more deeply on heart
and soul.
" Sit still"-that is, rest, wait. There is another passage which
is near of kin to this; "Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently
for Him." Sit still. Do not be deluded into looking off or running
off to human agencies. Do not" go down to Egypt for help." Do
not" stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many;
and in horsemen, because they are very strong." You will remember
how the prophet cried, "Their strength is to sit still," concerning
Israel's confidence in Egypt, but they would not; and later on he said,
., For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; In returning
and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your
strength: and ye would not. But ye said, No; for we will flee upon
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horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift;
therefore shall they that pursue you be swift." Oh! how jealous
God is for His own honour. Time after time has He delivered,
delivered in remarkable ways, yet how slow is the heart of man to
repose in His love and in His protection and work only.
As I write these lines we are very near the anniversary of the
destruction of the Spanish Armada in 1588. What an interpretation
that was of God's power and His favour unto His people, unto our
nation. A great fleet coming against a small country, how could
there from a human point of view be deliverance? But " He blew
with His wind, and they were scattered." Ah, the Lord knew how
to deliver. He is almighty, and He will guard and defend those who
trust in Him-those who abide under His shadow. See how often He
delivered His people in the days of Moses, Joshua, David, Hezekiah,
Daniel, and many other heroes of faith. Dear reader, He is the same
God still. "I change not" is one of His own infallible declarations
concerning Himself. He" is merciful and gracious." "His mercy
endureth for ever." We find that after the people had trusted to
horses and to swiftness the prophet said, " And therefore will the Lord
wait, that He may be gracious unto you, and therefore will He be
exalted, that He may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God of
judgment: blessed are all they that wait for Him." I think that is
such a sweet clause, " Therefore will He be exalted, that He may have
mercy upon you." His exaltation is to be exercised that He may have
mercy-not to crush and condemn. Such are His tenderness and
patience and longsuffering. In the midst of judgment He remembered
mercy. His bowels yearned over His people and He waited to be
gracious.
" Sit still." It is difficult to do this when restless and fearful. How
wonderfully God worked when the Israelites came out of Egypt.
Moses said then, " Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the
Lord, which He will show you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye
have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever." How
natural it would be for the Israelites, seeing the Egyptians in pursuit,
to want to flee. To stand still must have seemed folly to human
judgment; yet we all know the wonderful deliverance God had in
store for them.
" Sit still, my daughter." My daughter. These words of course
were used to Ruth in a natural sense, but every word of Scripture is
pregnant with sweet spiritual meaning. The language of our heavenly
Father is to us individually "Sit still, My son"-" Sit still, My
daughter." Thou art My possession, one of My family, joint heir with
My Son. How lovingly familiar and tender is the bidding" Sit still,
Mydaughter." We frequently read the expression" My people," as
of a King over His subjects, but in the later part of Scripture rather
" sons" and" daughters." Will the Lord the Almighty suffer His
own family to be overwhelmed? Certainly not. Do note, dear
l'eader, in the expression, " Sit still, My daughter," that it is all to be
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the Lord's own doing. He will work; He will undertake the complete
deliverance of His people in His own wondrous way. Do not attempt
to work it out yourself. Sit still. So the glory shall be " None of
self, but all of Thee."
We know that as a nation we have been and are very very guilty,
yea and as individuals too. The wickedness of our own hearts has
ofttimes appalled us as we gazed within. In reference to national sin
I have often been amazed at the patience of God. Truly He is the
God of patience. Pleasure-seeking at whatever cost; blasphemythe very titles of abominable fiction taken from Scripture; ridicule
of God's own dear people; determination to gain, no matter who
suffers-a long long list of headstrong wicked passion and selfishness.
And how He has borne and suffered! His people have sufferedperhaps too silently, instead of speaking out and vindicating the honour
of His Name and cause. And so He is visiting us with His displeasure.
Yet He will preserve His people from all evil though He chasten them.
He will not always chide. He will be not only gracious but" very
gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry." Oh, dear reader, cry
unto Him, cry unto Him for thyself and for thy nation. " The Lord
will not forsake His people for His great Name's sake." Remember
His mercy in the reign of Hezekiah: "I will defend this city, to save
it, for Mine own sake, and for My servant David's sake." Much more
will He defend His people for His Son's sake-the greater than David.
"If God be for us, who can be against us ~" "He That spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things ~" And are not victory and peace
amongst the" all things?" Notice how often the Psalmist in his prayers
pleads the Lord's Name and mercies. "Save me for Thy mercies'
sake" (Psa. vi. 4); "For Thy Name's sake, 0 Lord, pardon mine
iniquity" (Psa. xxv. 11); "Redeem us for Thy mercies' sake" (Psa.
xliv. 26); "Purge away our sins, for Thy Name's sake "(Psa.lxxix. 9) ;
" He saved them for His Name's sake" (Psa. cvi.8); "Do Thou for
me, 0 God the Lord, for Thy Name's sake" (Psa. Cll. 21).
Lastly, " Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will
fall." Do not be impatient. You see not just now, you do not understand just now, be patient and sit still until you know. We remember
how in the case where these words were uttered the sequel was very
gracious indeed. Ruth became the wife of Boaz and the mother of
the line of David of which eventually the Saviour Himself was born.
And now in these days, when we are nearing the Second Appearing, it
may be that these calamities are the precursors of His coming when
we shall be caught up in the air to Him, and the resurrection of His
sleeping ones; when we shall all meet and be together, for ever with the
Lord. The Holy Spirit has guided many of us to watch for the signs,
and He Himself has bidden us " when these things begin to come to
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh."
Let us watch and pray. Let us look up to Him only, and trust in
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Him. Be of good courage, your Father knoweth and directeth and
loveth-your almighty F~ther. "Say to them that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; He will come and save you."
" How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word;
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?
"Fear not, I am with thee; oh, be not dismayed;
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous omnipotent hand."
Howsoe'er thou art opposed by sin, Satan, and outward foes, yet
by the operation of the Holy Spirit Who dwelleth in thee thou shalt
be more than conqueror through Him That loved thee. Thou shalt
read the meaning of the Lord's dealings and shalt" know how the
matter will fall." It can only fall one way and that is for good, though
thou knowest not just now how it will be brought about.
"Wait, and watch, and thou shalt see
Wonders done, and done for thee."

L..

" Sit still." "Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him." "The
salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: He is their strength in the
time of trouble. And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them:
He shall deliver them from the wicked and save them, because they
trust in Him." "They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me."
" My righteousness is near; My salvation is gone forth, and Mine
arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon Me, and on
Mine arm shall they trust." God grant this may be so with the
British Isles. Then indeed we shall be of good courage. He shall
strengthen our heart and we shall rejoice in His deliverance.
Our foe has large numbers, but may the Lord speak comfortably to
us as to Israel of old saying, " Be strong and courageous, be not afraid
nor dismayed . . . for.all the multitude that is with him: for there
be more with us than with him; with him is an arm of flesh; but
with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles"
(2 Chron. xxxii. 7, 8). "The Lord your God Which goeth before you,
He shall fight for you, according to all that He did for you in Egypt
before your eyes." And may we not well look back and say, According to all He did for us in 1588 before the eyes of our forefathers.
Ab! "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him; and
the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between
His shoulders." "The Lord hath ,done great things for us whereof we
are glad" (Psa. cxxvi. 3). "I would seek unto God, and unto God
would I commit my cause : Which doeth great things" (Job v. 8, 9).
" Fear not, o land ; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do great
things" (Joel ii. 21).
35
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Another circumstance which has occurred .since commencing this
paper is remarkable to me. On a calendar from which each day's
portion is detached, on Sunday, August 9th, were these words: "Be
not afraid nor dismayed . . . the battle is not your's, but God's"
(2 Chron. xx. 15). "The Lord your God is He That goeth with you,
to fight for you against your enemies." Surely the Lord Himself
guided the hand and judgment of the person who selected the texts,
probably twelve months previously, and not only guided the words
but timed them when they should appear. I myself have experienced
so much of the Lord's lovingkindness in timely strong assurances that
I can only believe His foreknowledge determined these verses to reach
His people on August 9th, just when anxiety was tense about the
war, and that He will appear for us in such a clear marked way as
that all may see it is unmistakably His hand alone that hath " gotten
Him the victory." Thus shall His people's faith be confirmed'and His
power and glory displayed to all the. world. "The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge." "The Lord of hosts"the Lord of His people's hosts collectively; and" the God of J acob "the God of the individual believer. "Therefore will not we fear."
" God shall help us and that right early." "He hath put all things
under His feet." "My people shall never be ashamed." "Through
God we shall do valiantly: for He it is That shall tread down our
enemies." Wait upon the Lord, and fear not.
NETTlE.
A PLACE

NEAR

mM.

WE all know that David's " frames and feelings" were more in number
than the Psalms which he wrote. In one place, recognizing this, he
summed all up: "In my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved . . .
Thou didst hide Thy face, and I was troubled." The fact, however,
remained (troubled as he might be, and whatever w-.ith), he never would
be moved from his eternal safety in the secret place of the Most High.
Often enough-the Lord's own" enough "-joy and a sense of peace
were removed from him. He looked for comfort, but 10, care; he
walked in the midst of trouble; he went through fire and water. But
yet he abode under the shadow of the Almighty-whatever his measure
of light-beside the arm and heart of Omnipotence. There were his
" high places" when he was lifted up above his en~mies and beheld
really-----:though not literally, as did the disciples-the glory of the Lord.
There were his deep places of sorrow, whence with· the good hand of
his God upon him he came up, more grounded in graCe. There was
the place of dragons, where by the appointment of God he was sore
wounded, where he learned to have fellowship with Christ in His
sufferings. Among legion temptations that is a sore one which urges
a looking off from Jesus, suggesting rather an examination of every
t,ho-ught, word, and deed, and a weighing them up on their own merits
to the condemning of them all and the casting down of the soul. But
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in that place in which the redeemed walk, the Lord's Name is recorded.
There He comes with blessing, fulfils His word spoken by Isaiah
(xxxv. 7), turns out the dragons, and makes for His people that have
sought Him a place in which to lie down. "My people," says the
Lord, " shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and
in quiet resting places; when it shall hail, coming down on the forest;
and the city shall be low in a low place." Therefore it is that we who
know His Name, while at such a time as this His hail falls round about,
remain undisturbed in His everlasting and Covenant salvation, and
will be still; safely, quietly, and surely brought to the gates of the
heavenly Jerusalem.
Joel, too, speaks of the Lord as " a place of repair" to the holy
seed. John Newton knew Him thus, and with the comfort wherewith
he himself was comforted, wrote a hymn made of encouragement.
It begins ;"Pensive, doubting, fearful heart,
Hear what Christ the Saviour says;
Every word should joy impart,
Change thy mourning into praise."
And it ends :~
" Though afflicted, tempest-tossed,
Comfortless, awhile thou art,
Do not think thou canst be lost;
Thou art graven on My heart.
" All thy wastes I will repair,
Thou shalt be rebuilt anew, .
And in thee it shall appear
What the God of peace can do."

h

He can make the place of His feet glorious (Isa. Ix. 13); glorious in
His own eyes when those who were far off are made so nigh by the
blood of Christ and the power of the Holy Ghost as to take hold of
God's strength and prevail; glorious in the eyes of the suppliant
saints. They may well join-the least and the greatest-with the chief
singer and say, " The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea,
I have a goodly heritage."
" And stones will all be rolled away;
I'll see the place where Jesus lay."
.

FOLLOWER-ON.

AMEN is a short word, but marvellously pregnant, full of sense,
full of spirit. It is a word that seals all the truths of God, that seals
every particular promise of God. And it is never likely to arise in
the soul unless there be first an almighty power from heaven to seize
on the powers of the soul, to subdue them, and make it say, " Amen."
There is such an inward rising of the heart, and an innate rebellio·n
against the blessed Truth of God, that unless God, by His strong arm,
bring the heart down, it never will nor can say" Amen."-R. Sibbes.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.

SUBJOINED are a few notes of the sermons preached in Christ Church,
Diisseldorf, Germany, on Sunday, August 2nd, which were probably
the last to be preached in that Church for many a long day! My
morning text was Isaiah xxx. 15: "In quietness and in confidence
shall be your strength," and several testified to the power and comfort
of the Word preached. My opening words were: "We meet together
·-{or public worship this morning in solemn circumstances. It would
seem as if the words of the prophet J oel were about to be fulfilled:
• Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the
mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up:
beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears:
let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye
heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause
Thy mighty ones to come down, 0 Lord' (Joel iii. 9-11). War is one
of God's sore judgments, and the professing Christian nations of Europe
would do well to turn to God, repenting of their apostasy from Him
and from Truth, their idolatry and iniquity in its varied forms.
" War is terrible, but in the midst of all the attitude of the Christian
should be that of trust in God. 'Trust in Him at all times; ye people,
pour out your heart before Him: God is a refuge for us ' (Psa. lxii. 8).
" While we tremble before Him let us trust in Him, for:" 1. He is ALMIGHTY. As we have been reminded in the Collect for
the day: 'He ordereth all things in heaven and earth.' Nothing is
too hard for Him. His prophet prayed: (Ah, Lord God! behold
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and
stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee: Thou
shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recompensest the iniquiiy
of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the Great,
the Mighty God, the Lord of Hosts, is His name, great in counsel, and
mighty in work: for Thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons
of men; to give everyone according to his ways, and according to the
fruit of his doings' (Jer. xxxii. 17-19).
" 2. He loves His people with an unchanging love, and therefore it
is our blessed privilege to ( Cast our burden upon the Lord: believing
the assurance: 'And He shall sustain thee: He shall never suffer the
righteous to be moved.'
" 3. He will not forsake His people. (I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee' is God's promise to everyone ofJIis people, a promise
given to Israel some 1,500 years before these words were penned by
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit. Compare Heb. xiii. 5 with Deut. xxxi. 6.
" 4. His promises are many and precious, as for example 2 Cmon.
xx. 15 and 17: 'Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not your's
but God's. Ye shall not need to fight in this battle; set yourselves,
stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you . . . fear not
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nor be dismayed.' Let us then say, 'I will lift up mine eyes unto
the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the
Lord, Which made heaven and earth.' "
The sermon closed with an exhortation to the Lord's children not to
forget the Lord's Coming-It that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing [the appearing of the glory] of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people [a people for His
own possession], zealous of good works."
They were also exhorted to continue in prayer, and in the study of
the Word, which alone can give us light upon the solemn days in
which we live.
My evening subject was, as I told the people, only an amplification
of the message which I trust the Lord gave me for them ~n the morning,
and I proceeded to say from Psalm xlvi. 10, 11-" Frail creatures of
the dust as we are, our thoughts dwell upon earthly and present
anxieties; but as God's minister, I would endeavour, in His strength,
to lead them up to Him, and to confidence in Him. He says: 'Be
still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen,
I will be exalted in the earth. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God
of Jacob is our refuge.'
" We are so prone to trust in ' an arm of flesh: but let us remember
that it is written: 'Cursed be the man that trusteth in man and
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.' But,
, Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord
is.' In the cviiith Psalm we have the prayer, 'Give us help from
trouble: for vain is the help of man.' On the contrary, ' Through God
we shall do valiantly: for it is He That shall tread down our enemies.'
So, too, in the Psalm from which my text is taken, the opening words
are: 'God is our refuge and strength, a very pJ;esent help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.' Then note the
safety of Zion, the city of God, asserted in the words of verses 4 to 6,
la~01lage which may assuredly be applied to God's own people-His
blood-bought Church. Then in verses 8 and 9 the Psalmist exhorts to
a consideration of what God hath done in the past: 'Come, behold
the works of the Lord, what desolations He hath made in the earth.
He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; He breaketh the
bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder: He burneth the' chariot in the
fire.'
In our Church Almanac you will see it noted that Saturday
next is the anniversary of the destruction of the Spanish Armada in
1588! God appears for the deliverance of His people in u.nexpected
ways. He is ' the God of deliverances.' 'He hath delivered, He doth
deliver, in Whom we trust that He will yet deliver us.' So,' Be still' !
He says: 'Be still, and know that I am God.'
" The children of Israel were in great straits when God had brought
them out of Egypt. Hemmed in by the mountains on each side of
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them; with the sea in front of them, and Pharaoh's host behind them,
there seemed no way of escape! They were' sore afraid' and' cried
out unto the Lord.' They spake murmuring words to Moses, but in
God's Name he said to the people, ' Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord, which He will shew to you to day: for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more
for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.'
And then the Lord delivered them by a wonderful and unexpected
deliverance! 'He made a way in the sea, and a path through the
mighty waters' !
" The Lord will act in judgment. He is righteous in all His ways.
But to His people He says: 'Be still, and know that I am God; I will
be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth,' and
their response is' The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge.' May God grant us this faith. Amen."
It will be borne in mind that when the above sermons were preached,
we English in Diisseldorf were ignorant of the fact that war with
England was so imminent. As soon as the news came that England
was at war with Germany, most of us felt that it would be
prudent to return to our own country, if the way were open. Then
word came that a Rhine boat would leave Diisseldorf in a day or two's
time for Rotterdam, and after a meeting at the Parsonage, when
prayer was made for guidance, nearly all decided to leave.

This is not the place, perhaps, to tell of the many trying incidents
connected with our journey home, and of the circumstance that we
had to leave all our property behind us, the bulk of our clothing,
books, etc., etc.; but this must be testified, " The Lord of Hosts was
with us, the God of Jacob was our refuge." Our gracious God's promises
were fulfilled. We committed ourselves to His care and protection,
and it was not in vain. Indeed, as I remarked to my dear wife and
others.. if only our faith had been sufficiently strong, if we could have
cast all our anxiety upon Him, our journey, though more lengthy and
tedious and subject to more inconveniences than usual, would yet
have differed but little from an ordinary journey, so marvellously were
we helped and delivered.
I feel sure that many dear readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE must
have thought of us and remembered us at the throne of grace, and to
them I desire to tender grateful and loving thanks.
Let timid ones be encouraged in these trying times to trust in the
Lord. May the Holy Spirit enable us so to do. His word is: "I
will never leave thee nor forsake thee."
Upon what a sight do the eyes of God dwell when at the present

"

The Gospel Magazine

551

time He looketh upon the earth! The unerring word remains true in
this twentieth century: "The Lord looked down from heaven upon
the children of men . . . Their feet are swift to shed blood: destruction and misery are in their ways: and the way of peace have they
not known: there is no fear of God before· their eyes" (Psalm liii. ;
Rom. iii. 15-18).

...--

And does it not behove us, beloved readers, to look to "the hole of
the pit from whence we are digged." Utterly corrupt by natur8----'"children of wrath even as others"-we are saved by sovereign
grace alone, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. "Ye
are complete IN HIM."
Even if our beloved country come off victorious through God's
mercy; what a fearful loss of life, what bereavement, what untold
misery and suffering will this terrible war involve! As many of God's
faithful messengers have warned for years, England, by reason of her
apostasy in such a large measure from Reformation light and truth
and return to Romish idolatry, to say nothing of her other grievous
national sins, has verily incurred the judgment of her longsuffering
God, and His voice now calls upon her to repent.
" Our Lord cometh." This is our " blessed hope." It may be that
many of us have very imperfectly understood the prophetical Scriptures. Let us turn to them afresh with earnest prayer for light from
on, high, the teaching of the Holy Spirit of Whom our Lord said:
" He shall shew you things to come." The Word of God is " a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts," whereunto we do well that we take heed
(2 Peter i. 19-21).
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
SOME LESSONS FROM NAAMAN.
2 KINGS V.
WE are told of Naaman in 2 Kings v. that he was" a great man,"

that he was" honourable," and" mighty," "but he was a leper." And
how many to-day stand before God with natural recommendations,
but-they are unregeneIate. All human virtues are valueless in God's
sight until a sinner is reconciled to Him by His Spirit. Then He turns.
into a right channel and uses for His own glory, the wealth, the talents,
the influence which He has Himself bestowed. Till the Spirit deals
with us, we are all like Naaman; we are lepers by nature; and we
also desire to do something to win or earn salvation. If only we may
have some hand in securing it we will accede to any demands. But
that is not God's way. His way, the way of salvation, is faith in the
finished work of Christ alone. . And we are made to realize this before
we ever receive the gift of God-eternal life.
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Let us consider some of Naaman's mistakes. We notice, in the first
place, that he came to Elisha with money (verse 5). But the rich can
not enter the Kingdom by their riches, and we may thank God for it,
else where would the poor come in ~ Yet neither are the rich shut out
for their riches, and we may also thank God for that. Both rich alid
poor may enter the Kingdom of heaven, but each must enter apart from
earthly possessions and merits-through Christ and through Christ alone.
Naaman" came to Elisha with his horses and with his chariot" (verse
9), sure in the belief that he could in some way assist in the cure of his
disease. And he was angry because a messenger was sent out to himhe was too" great" to be treated so! (verse 11.) And he wanted to
choose where and when and how to be healed (verse 12). And he wellnigh went back without the blessing-perchance he would have done
so but for his servants (verses 13, 14). We are all like Naaman in this.
We, too, are wilful; we, too, would choose. But the Lord had purposes of grace towards Naaman. By means of his servants-and it is
often by humble weak instruments that the Lord works-he was
induced to " wash" as the prophet commanded, and the result was,
" he was clean" (verse 14).
Yes, verily, the Lord will bring to Himself in His own time and way,
each sheep for whom the Saviour died. The sheep may wander far
and long-we who watch may despair. It may try its own way, man's
false ways, and even no way-attempting to forget and deny the
existence of a God and His demands. But all to no purpose, for it can
not get away from God. The Shepherd seeks each of His sheep until
He finds it. A long way, a rough way, and a weary way, we often make
for ourselves before we are brought into His way. But in the day of
His power the rebellious restless sheep will be safely sheltered in the
fold.
Perhaps some reader is arguing, " But suppose I am not a sheep ~ "
Well, do you wish to be one ~ Have you ever yet given the subject
- honest consideration, and careful prayerful thought? If you have-but
remember that it is a very solemn if-that in itself shows that the
Spirit is dealing with you and the Saviour is seeking you. And that
proves that you are a sheep.
Then, too, Naaman went to a human king-" that thou mayest
recover him of his leprosy" (verse 6). How often man sends man to
a fellow creature-notably the Church of Rome. "Go," she teaches
and exhorts, " to the Virgin l'l1ary, or to the Apostles, or to the saints
(of her own making, by the way!), to pope or priest," in fact to anyone
but the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. How utterly contrary to the Word
of God.
Next, let us notice Naaman's full repentance. Not merely did he
" wash and be clean," but he immediately recognized the sinfulness of
idolatry (verse 18). Nay, more, he desired that he might take of the
soil of Jehovah's land to make an altar on which to sacrifice to Him,
and Him alone (verse 17). He realized that he could not use unhallowed
earth for a. hallowed purpose. And we must learn the same lesson.
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Naught that defileth or is in any way defiled can be used in the Lord's
holy service.
This fifth chapter of the Second Book of the Kings also furnishes us
with three strong contrasts. In verse 11 we have, "Behold, I thought ";
in verse 15, " Behold, now I know." This suggests the difference in
our condition before and after regeneration: Before we have been
brought to the knowledge of the Lord we are sure of nothing. Man in
his natural state can not go further than" I thought." He thinks he
may be safe in the end, but he is not sure. He hopes it will be all right
with him, but he can not tell. He does not yet" know." But when
the Lord has revealed Himself to him, when he knows himself to be a
sinner, and knows himself to be enveloped in the wonderful love of
God, and enwrapped in the righteousness of Christ, all is changed.
Before, all was uncertain and unsatisfactory-now he is no longer
doubtful and undecided. He now" knows" that he has passed from
death unto life, so he knows that his future life is safe. And he" knows"
that" all things"-even most untoward circumstances-work together
for his good, so he " knows" that his present life is safe too. What
more can he want or need, than to " know" that the Lord is his
Redeemer and Friend, guarding, keeping, and upholding him; and
that a sinless Home with Him is reserved in heaven as a free gift of His
never-failing love! The" I thought," the uncertainty of the unregenerate days, is gone, and the" I know," the certainty of the renewed
days, has begun and will go on for ever.
The second contrast is to be found in verses 10 and 27: "Wash . . .
and be clean"-" A leper as white as snow." Here we also have our
state before the new birth, full of leprosy, but after we have been washed
in the blood of Jesus-the" Fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness "-we are" clean "-" clean every whit."
The third contrast, a sad one, suggests the difference between the
Christian and the unbeliever. In verse 13 we find Elisha, "the man
of God," able fearlessly to say, " As the Lord liveth, before Whom I
stand." Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, at that time apparently an
unregenerate man, could say, " As the Lord liveth "(verse 20), but he
could not add, " before Whom I stand." He could not say it in any
sense. He was even then in the act of sin, falling into grievous wrongdoing. Elisha was the child and the servant of God. He could look
up to God at any time, and say, "Before Whom I stand." The
He stands
child of God is always standing in the Lord's sight.
" complete in Him," " accepted in the Beloved." As long as he is in
this world he will be full of sin and prone to sin. But the Lord
Jesus Christ has borne away, his sins judicially, and in God's sight he is
clean, clothed in the spotless righteousness of Christ. Oh! we who.
are His children, let us earnestly pray for the help of the Spirit so to
live that we can look up to Him at any moment and say, "As the Lord
liveth, before Whom I stand."
Brixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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THE FIRST TRANSLATION.
GENESIS v. 24.
[From" The Protoplast."]
(Oontinued from page 497.)

LET us now turn our thoughts toIll. Enoch's Translation.
He was not, for God took him. My own impression is that he
was literally walking with the Angel of the Covenant just. as Adam
walked with Him in Eden, and that the ascending Son of God took
him with Him as He left the earth. It may be so, but this we know,
that without sickness, without decay, without a moment's pain, Enoch
passed away to dwell "for ever with the Lord." Suddenly, and
perhap~ most unexpectedly, he was called to leave the sin-stained
world, where his righteous soul had been vexed from day to day by
the unlawful deeds of men, for another Home, where sorrow can not
enter and evil can not stay. He did not see death. Even the shadow
of its darkness fell not upon his pathway, his sun went not down;
but the light of life brightened into the light of i=ort.ality. Yet,
flesh and blood can not inherit the kingdom of God. Enoch was
changed. In a moment his corrupt.ion W3.S taken away, and his sin
was purged; his carnal body became a spiritual body; the forces of
the material ceased to hold him prisoner; he was free to travel onward
through the boundless universe of God. Think of him, for an instant,
as taking his wondrous journey to the eternal throne, bodily carried
through space (that space which to the philosophic mind is more
astonishing than the worlds of glory which it parts and holds asunder),
passing onward from one sun-star to another, drawing nearer and
nearer to the tabernacle of God. No poetic fancy ever reaehed unto
the sublimity of Scripture fact. Yet men, who will read with admiration the conceptions of Milton and Dante, see no beauty in the thought
suggested by those few simple words of the Spirit, "Enoch miS.
translated."
As Abel was the first to enter the heavenly Jerusalem, as a spirit
free from its mortal prison, Enoch was the first to dwell there in a .
glorified material form. Thus he becometh to us the pledge of Christ's
power to raise us unto the like privilege, and a seal of the promise,
.. I will receive you unto Myself." How vividly is brought before us
the real existence of the Celestial City. Enoch, our brother, is already
there; he has been received into its glory, and will leave it no more
until the day of which he prophesied, when he shall come again with
the ten thousand saints of God. Like Enoch in his character and
in his ministry, the latter-day believers will be like him also in their
Translation. It shall be granted unto them to escape death. That
thing which the foolish natural heart will ever· shrink from, will not
be one of their many trials. Passing through the dread tribulation of
the last time, they will live on to receive their Master, and bid Him
welcome to His earthly kingdom.
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Suddenly will the glory of the Advent break upon them. Long as
they have expected Jesus, the hour of His coming will find them
quietly engaged in the ordinary occupations and labours of life-in
the field, in the market, in the exchange-mingling with the children
of this world, and yet bearing unseen the angel's seal upon them.
With what glad surprise shall they lift their eyes to the heavens, and
behold Him for Whom they have waited, and watched, and prayed.
Glory and beauty will be spread around Him, such as human thought
has never pictured; angels will be gathered near Him in bright array;
saints will follow Him, in forms of spiritual perfection; but upon
Him, and Him alone, will the gaze of believers rest. All else will be
forgotten in the consciousness that He Whom they have so long loved
unseen, is before them; that the veil is taken away from the face of
the Crucified, the Nazarene, the Man of sorrow and of grief; now the
Triumphant, the Conqueror, the rejoicing Bridegroom, the ineffable
loveliness of His glorified humanity will arrest their regard: as they
look upon Him, all corruption, weakness, deformity, and mortality
will pass away, and they will be transformed into the image of the
heavenly Adam. Thus will they be prepared to follow Him whithersoever He goeth. Eternity will be spent with Him. In His company
they will be translated to the true Jerusalem~the incorruptible
tabernacle of the Lord.
Perhaps there were few in Enoch's days who saw anything representative in his life, ministry, and departure from amongst them.
Years passed away; the world that then was, perished, and a new
world arose; and God, in the abounding of His mercy towards the
" slow of heart" and dull of understanding, gave a repetition of the
Translation-type in Elijah, His servant.
There is something very beautiful in the condescension of our heavenly
Teacher, Who, knowing our infirmities and our forgetfulness of Truth,
thus presents it again and again to the mind. Having said so much
upon the features of Enoch's private life and public teaching, I will
not dwell on those of Elijah, except to notice the striking similarity
which exists between the two men who were thus selected to shadow
forth the changed saints.
Elijah's character is not described by the Holy Ghost in a sentence,
as was that of Enoch. We are left to gather it for oureelves from the
incidents in his history; but how plainly we find the resemblance
we might expect to be manifested. Elijah walked before the Lord
in the abiding sense of his reconciliation to Him; he was the friend
of his Divine Master; we read of his intimate intercourse and communion with Him. He seemed like a favoured child, to whom nothing
was refused; so bold was he in the love that casteth out fear that he
asked and obtained some of the most signal interpositions of God on
his behalf ever granted to Old Testament believers. "He prayed
earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth for
the space of three yea~s and six months." He prayed again, " and
the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth fruit." For him
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and at his word, God for the first time (at least manifestly) raised the
dead. For him and in compliance with his request, God twice
acknowledged the reality of his mission by sending down celestial fire.
Then, how complete was Elijah's separation from the world. So
great was his spirit-solitude that it drew from him that cry of bitterness, " I, even I only, am left." He was also remarkable for his steady
progress in the ways of God. We read less of Elijah's backslidings
than of almost any saint's departure from the right path. Except in
the one instance of his impatience, when he sat under the juniper tree
and begged to die, his conduct affords example rather than warning.
That he sinned oft and grievously there is no doubt, for he was a man
of like passions with ourselves; but we can not read his history and
not feel that day by day and hour by hour he gained in the race of
life, pressing forward to the goal with ever-increasing strength. His
dependence on God is as strikingly manifested-he was essentially a
man of prayer. Not in human pride and human strength did he
command the barrel of meal and cruse of oil to last; or the dead
child to arise; or the heavenly fire to descend; but in the Name of the
Lord God of Israel. As a servant he pleaded with J ehovah, while as
a prophet he prevailed in the sight of men.
In all these several points of character, we see that Elijah was made
like unto Enoch, prefiguring (even as he did in earlier days) the elect
bf the last time. The same similarity exists in the public ministry of
the two men. In Elijah we see the same stern unflinching denunciation of God's judgment, the same holy appeal to the answer by fire;
and although we do not read of the expressions made use of by him
in declaring the Coming of the Lord, we know that he was the herald
of that great event, for it is in allusion to this fact that the Spirit,
foretelling the mission of that latter-day witness who should make
straight the way of the Lord, chooses the mystic name of Elijah as
his title. "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse."
Let us therefore look for a few moments at Elijah's Translation,
for it is with this closing triumph for the persecuted believers of Earth's
vintage days that we now have most to do.
We find the account in 2 Kings ii. 1. "It came to pass, when the
Lord would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind." I can
imagine the scoffer's heart saying, "As if a whirlwind could lift a
man from earth to heaven!" Nay, but the power of God, Who made
the worlds, could carry Elijah to the" far-off" land. The whirlwind
was the thing which Elisha saw, it was to the ascending prophet just
what the cloud which received Jesus out of the sight of the disciples at
Bethany was to the departing Saviour. Yet mark the beauty of the
type. The whirlwind immediately preceded the call of Elijah to the
throne of God; it was the sign and the accompaniment of that
glorious change for which he had been taught to look. When the
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storm arose around him, the man of God knew that his redemption
from the sin and sorrow of earth was near at hand, and that before
it passed away his immortality would be begun.
Is not the same sign given to believers of the latter days 1 (( When
ye shall see these things come to pass, know ye. that the kingdom of
God is nigh." When that whirlwind ariseth, which shall sweep over
the thrones and kingdoms of this world, making the whole earth
waste and desolate, the sons of God may lift up their heads and
expect their promised glory, for before that storm is lulled they shall
have put on the Translation-form and the eternal beauty.
(To be continued.)

AHAB'S PALACE

FOUND.

REMARKABLE EXCAVATIONS AT ANCIENT SAMARIA.
[Reprinted from (( Home Words."]

DURING the last few years the excavator has done much valuable
work in Palestine in unearthing remains which have thrown new
light on the ancient history of this sacred land, and, incidentally, done
not a little in confirming the Biblical narrative. For instance, Dr.
Selin, the well-known Austrian archffiologist, has not only succeeded
in locating the city of ancient Jericho-that city whose walls fell so
miraculously before the trumpet blasts and shouts of Joshua's armybut has actuajly laid bare the foundation of those ancient walls. Then,
in Jerusalem, on or very near the site of the House of Caiaphas, a
complete series of ancient Hebrew weights and measures has been
unearthed.
Now, rightly regarded as the greatest find of all, comes the news of
the discovery of the palace of King Ahab at Samaria, the only remains
ever found of a palace of a Jewish king. Labels with Hebrew writing, .
which seem to have been in actual use during the lifetime of Omri and
Ahab, were also found, as well as fragments of pottery and other
interesting remains. Many Biblical names appear in the writings,
such as Elisha, Asa, Nathan, Uzza, Sheba, and Abiezer. Then there
is a frequent reference to a vineyard, which it is believed may be
Naboth's vineyard.
Samaria, of course, was the ancient capital of the northern kingdom
of Israel. When Solomon died, about 930 B.C., the Jewish kingdom
broke into its two natural hereditary divisions, Israel and Judah.
Jerusalem remained the southern capital, and Samaria the northern
capital of Israel, until taken by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. Here Ahab,
under Jezebel's influence, built a temple to Baal, later destroyed by
Jehu; and here it seems he built also his (( ivory house," so vividly
described in Kings. It was the home of the prophet Elisha, and it was
here that he was visited by that great Syrian soldier Naaman, while
it was to Samaria that Elijah came to challenge the court and all the
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priests to a remarkable fire test to prove which was the true God
- Jehovah or Baal.
Nothing remains of this once flourishing and mighty city to-day
but a mass of ruins. For years archreologists have cast longing eyes
upon them and longed to explore them. But it was left to the Harvard
University of America to carry out this work. In 1908 they obtained
the long-sought-for permission from the Turkish Government to
excavate here, and have been busy ever since. The most extensive
and the most interesting work was that on the summit of the hill.
Here sometimes as many as four hundred men, women, and boys,
including gangs of experienced workers from Egypt, were employed
at one time.
Here, by long-continued and indefatigable toil, the rubbish of successive generations, civilizations, and conquests was removed for a
depth of many feet, until the bedrock was reached, which disclosed
without doubt the extensive palace of Omri and Ahab, covering an
area of nearly two acres. The lower courses of the masonry which
came in contact with the rock showed the same peculiarity as was
discovered when, nearly a generation ago, the wall of the temple
enclosure in Jerusalem was laid bare to its foundation, eighty feet
below the present surface. It was seen that the first course of stone
was embedded in the living rock in such a way that that also had rock
on all three sides of it, which seems a distinctly Jewish feature. It
was at this level in the excavations at Samaria that an alabaster vase,
with the Egyptian inscription of thjlir contemporary king, Osorkon 11,
was found, thus confirming the assumption that this was the palace
of a Jewish king.
Here it may be noted that this is the first and only palace of a Hebrew
king ever found, and it is accordingly regarded as unique and of deepest
interest to Biblical students as well as to archreologists. It covers,
approximately, an area of about two acres; but its limits have not
yet been reached. It was undoubtedly an immense edifice, consisting
of chambers grouped around courts. Here and there stand portions
of the finished wall, to the height of several courses of stone. Two
grades of construction appear, a coarser and a finer. The explorers
suggest that we have here the palace of Omri, -enlarged in a superior
style by his son Ahab. There is no reason at all why one should not
accept this as the palace to which the prophet Amos refers when he
speaks of " Them that lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves
upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the ·flock and the calves
out of the midst of the stall."
There were also unearthed seventy-five fragments of pottery inscribed
with records ·or memoranda in the ancient Hebrew script. This is
not the comparatively modern square Hebrew character with which
most persons are familiar, but that ancient writing closely allied to
Phcenician, which is found on the Moabite Stone and also in the Siloam
Tunnel. The inscriptions were written upon jars of wine and oil, and
even a ~date is added, evidently the year of the king's reign. The
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name of the owner is given, as well as the person or place whence the
oil and wine came.
" Tell" or "Vineyard of the Tell" is mentioned many times in
these inscriptions, and it is evident from this that this vineyard must
have been one that was especially well known. No vineyard in all
history was so well known as the vineyard of Naboth, and it gained
fame in the reign of King Ahab. It is thought by many that this is
really the famous vineyard spoken of in the Bible.
Then the excavations revealed four superimposed eras of structures,
Jewish, Babylonian, Greek, and Herodian or Roman. Of the Roman
remains found, the most imposing is the eighty-foot-wide staircase,
leading down to an altar and probably temple, put up in honour of
the Emperor Augustus, where was also found a huge marble trunk of
a Roman statue, lying headless and without arms or limbs, which was
in all probability that of Cresar. Then the city wall was traced all
round the hill, showing that it was a larger city than the present
Jerusalem within the walls.
The work around the city gate on the west proved particularly
interesting, for this gate has generally been connected with the story
of the lepers at the time of the three years' siege by the Syrians, who,
Gn going to the camp of the enemy rather than starve before the city
gate, found it deserted, and bringing the news to the famished inhabitants brought about the fulfilment of the saying of the man of God
that on the morrow a measure of fine flour should be sold for a shekel
and two measures of barley for a shekel, and that though the disbelieving officer of the king should see it, yet should he not taste of it.
We know he was trodden under foot by hungry citizens surging through
the gate.
The excavators will continue their work here during the summer.
Valuable documents may be brought to light, throwing new light upon
the struggle between Jehovah and Baal, and also, perhaps, upon
Jezebel's part in the .slaying of Naboth. It must not be forgotten
that the age of Ahab is only a century away from that of David, and
any part of the literature of this important period may be discovered.
ELISHA IN PATIENCE POSSESSING HIS SOUL.
" But Elisha sat in his h01lse, and the elders sat with him."2 KINGS vi. 32.
WHAT a manifestation of the Spirit's power was upon Elijah when amid
an assembled multitude he demonstrated who was the true God, and
what an impotent and worthless god was theirs who were the priests
and worshippers of Baal. Did it require a double portion of the Spirit
That was upon Elijah to enable Elisha, in the circumstances in which
he was then placed, to sit in his house and in his patience possess his
soul ~ Whether or not, certain it is he had a double portion of Elijah's
spirit given him of God, and certain it is that by it his spirit was calm
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and his words to his brethren weighty and savoury. Elijah was zealously
active by the Spirit's guidance and upholding, and Elisha, under a double
portion of the same Spirit, was passive and sat still. Through Elijah
we find God by His providence vindicating His honour as against the
idolatry of the high places of the land; and we find Elisha, at a time
when God was vindicating the truth of His threatening for not hearkening unto His voice-" Cursed be the man that maketh any graven
image or molten image"-dwelling in the secret place of the Most
High and abiding under the shadow of the Almighty, satisfied ina time
of famine, and completely covered by the mighty hand of J ehovah,
the God of the whole earth.
Here in this attitude he rests in the Lord and waits patiently for Him.
Here his head is as much covered by the protecting hand of his God,
as was Elijah's on Mount Carmel and at the brook Kishon.
Ah! many of our legislators regarded it a light matter to set aside
the Coronation Oath that vindicated the truth of God's Word against
the lie and error of the popish mass. But time and events will show
their wisdom or their folly in so doing.
For some unaccountable reason the following verse of John Kent's
beautiful hymn, "In Union with the Lamb," has been omitted in
Gadsby's selection, but I will conclude these few words with it :"With joy lift up your heads,
Ye highly favoured few,
When through the earth destruction spreads;
For what shall injure you?"

G. A.

Birkenhead.

TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES

B.

,

SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,

BIRMINGHAM.

(Continued from page 490.)

WE now come to that part of the Sphinx which is visible to the
traveller, viz., its head and body. The body is 140 feet long, and is
formed of the uncut natural rock, with pieces of badly worked sandstone added here and there in order to make it the required shape.
The head is cut out of the solid rock, and measures nearly 30 feet from
the top of the forehead to the bottom of the chin, and about 14 feet
across. It was formerly covered with a cap, terminating in an asp
erect, as seen in the figures of the Sphinx. The wig still hangs, a huge
mass of stone, on either side the head. Originally it had a beard,
fragments of which were found in the area below.
The idea of the Sphinx in the abstract, as a female, belongs to Greek
mythology. Traces of the red colour mentioned by Pliny may still
be seen on the right cheek; and those lips, so thick and heavy, were
fashioned according to some ancient mould of beauty.· Dean Stanley
says; "There is something stupendous in the sight of that enormous
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head; but what must it have been when on its head there was the
royal helmet of Egypt, on its chin the royal beard, when the stone
pavement by which men approached the pyramids ran up between its
paws, when immediately under its heart an altar stood from which the
smoke went up into the gigantic nostrils of that nose, now vanished
from the face, never to be conceived again 1 "
The mutilated state of the face renders it impossible to trace the
outline of the features with any accuracy. The traveller must draw
upon his fancy and imagination to decide whether they are cast in a
negro, Nubian, or Egyptian mould; whether they be sublimely
beautiful or sweetly smiling, calmly benevolent or awe inspiring,
typical of solemn majesty or debased idolatry. Whatever the object
and origin of the Sphinx, "its situation and significance are worthy
of its grandeur; and if it was the giant representative of royalty, then
it fitly guards the greatest of royal sepulchres, and with its half-human,
half-animal form is the best welcome and the best farewell to the
history and religion of Egypt."
To this has been well added, by the Astronomer Royal: "Such are
still the too enticing snares of resthetic idolatry to the spirit of man,
when one of the chief ecclesiastical dignitaries of London has written
as above, and in our day, of the so-called great Sphinx, which, if it is
great, is great in sin, being the oldest, as well as biggest, idol that th~'~':
impious hand of Cainite men ever raised to themselves in their
unpardonable rebellion against the God of Israel, the one and only
God Who liveth for ever and ever. But just as evil is allowed in this
world as well as good, so, while the Lord has caused all the other idols
of Egypt to bow down (as He declared in Ezek. xxx. 13 they should
do), yet He has left this one, the oldest idol of them all, to test the
sincerity and purity of the faith of His people. If they overcome and
resist the attractions of artistic idolatry and the flattering notion of
making gods for themselves, then the film falls from their eyes, and
they see now, with more than the power of men in any former age,
what the Lord God has testified in His enduring witness of stone close
by, the Great Pyramid, what He, in His infinite wisdom and love and
mercy, prepared even in the very beginning of the world for the salvation of men; viz., the first coming and sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ,
1840 years ago, for their sins, and His second coming as the Lord from
heaven, still to take place agreeably with all the Scriptures."
We returned to the ancient city of Cairo late in the evening, after a
long day's enjoyment of these wonderful sights, under the admirable
auspices of Messrs. Gaze & Son's energetic conductor, Mr. H. Crunden.
And here perhaps I may be allowed to express our appreciation, as
a large party, of the many excellent arrangements made for us in our
Eastern tour by Messrs. Gaze & Son, Tourist and Excursion Directors,
of 142, Strand, London, who undertook with much skill and success
the management of our whole journey.
On reaching our hotel (du Nil) a consultation was held whether we
should prolong our stay in Cairo. Three of our party decided on doing
36
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so, Mr. and Miss Mander and Miss Eagleson; the rest decided on
returning home; and though I could have spent a few more days
usefully, as well as enjoyably, in Cairo and on the Nile, I determined
to return home, having promised to take part in the great Manchester
Mission at the beginning of the year. I did not like to run it too fine,
lest any unforeseen circumstance turning up might delay my homeward
journey, and make me late for the mission. The clergyman also to
whose parish I was going intimated by letter he was beginning to feel
anxious about my reaching England.
Dec. 27th, 1876.-We left Cairo 7.30 a.m., and through a broiling sun
and a dusty whirl near the desert of Goshen we reached Alexandria
12.30; the train was called" express," and the carriages were marked
with the company's name, which proved their origin to be "The
Saltley Works, near Birmingham." - They were very comfortable,
but very hot.
In Alexandria we had no time for staying, but hurried off to the
harbour and on board the steamer (for Genoa) about 2.30. It was a
lovely day, and the water so calm and placid. We passed close to the
spot where we came into collision just a month ago on entering this
very harbour. What a providential and merciful deliverance that
was from sinking, just after we had escaped the danger of the fog and
the sunken rocks. "Laus Deo, in Jesu Christo !" Now we pass
the" Pharos" lighthouse once more, and now get outside the harbour
into the Mediterranean Sea. In doing so we hear the salute of guns
from the shore; it is some Mahometan festival. We carefully watch
the sea; the waves are somewhat suspicious, not high nor boisterous,
but of a doubtful aspect. On we go, launching out into the great
deep, little suspecting the tremendous storm and danger before us.
Night comes on, and with it the wind rises and the waves roll high.
Our steamer is the Italian mail boat, tolerably fast, but narrow built,
and seems too long and narrow to encounter a rough and dangerous
sea. Shortly a tempest rises, it tests the powers of endurance alike
of passengers and the vessel. We rock and shake, and every now and
then a crunching cracking noise tells of the screw spinning round
and round in the air instead of the water, as the vessel gets lifted up
on the top of a high crescent wave, part of it in and part out of the
water.
Cabins are filled with their occupants. The saloon is prepared for
a stormy night, and dinner laid in such a way as to secure, as far as
possible, the dishes, plates, and glasses from spinning all about. The
bell rings summoning us to the table; only a few dare venture from
their cabins. I was on the sofa in the saloon, but in trying to get up
and make a feeble effort to reach my seat a great wave came and sent
me spinning, like a skater, right across the saloon, almost back to
the' place whence I had started; a few articles, as chairs and lamp,
seemed upset, for the ship made a deep lurch; and there was evidently
a severe storm rising. The greatest danger appeared to be from the
possible breaking of the steam screw, and then the foundering of our
vessel in mid ocean.
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The terrible noise of the cracking and crunching of the screw in mid
air, between the crest and hollow of the great wave, was to me the
most alarming symptom, for it seemed as if it must break by the
tremendous force of its own rotation, having nothing to strike upon,
no sea or anything but air to lay hold of. I just felt that, humanly
speaking, we might any moment go to the bottom. Still I felt much
encouraged to pray, and to commit all to the gracious and merciful
protection of our heavenly Father. This greatly cheered and sustained
me, and the good Lord strengthened my faith. I thought of dear ones
at home, and sometimes halted for a moment between faith and wonder
whether I should ever reach home in safety and meet them again on
earth. Still faith and hope predominated, and in answer to prayer,
much prayer, I felt convinced we were not going to perish.
I t was an anxious and trying time; very few words were spoken
by anybody, and so far as regards the human voice deathly stillness
reigned amidst the fury of the tempest. David's description of the
storm in Psalm cvii. 23-29 was most exact and true; I never felt the
like of it before.
But thanks be to our gracious, faithful, and prayer-answering God.
Prayer was indeed answered, and that in a twofold way: first, in
giving the captain wisdom to turn the ship right round and take shelter
from the storm, going back upon her course a little, and then taking
shelter under the island of Crete, the very island so memorable in the
Acts of the Apostles as the very spot where St. Paul took refuge before
his shipwreck: Acts xxvii. 7-16. There, under the island of Crete,
opposite I believe to "Fair Havens," we anchored during a terrific
night.
It would seem as if the ship was not strong enough to face the storm
or pursue her onward journey. At any rate the captain acted most
prudently in turning his vessel right round and taking shelter under
Crete. Thus God answered prayer in giving him wisdom and preserving
us; and we had indeed great cause for thankfulness and rejoicing.
One effort after another was made to turn and face the sea again; and
as the morning began to dawn the Lord rebuked the wind, and its
great severity was gone, and we found ourselves once more steaming
homewards. Thank God the storm is over, and we are safe. It was
" a night much to be remembered," and amidst all the anxieties and
dangers He permitted His servant both to pray and trust, thus affording additional evidence of His power, faithfulness, and love; and
" blessed are all they that put their trust in Him."
We were glad to catch sight of Sicily again, and to pass once more
between the straits. We anchored at Messina, spent half a day there,
visited one of the churches, and examined some of the public buildings;
made a few purchases, especially of some very fine buffalo horns;
re-embarked, and found ourselves quickly passing between the ancient
Scylla and Charybdis. The scenery was very beautiful just here,
on both sides, and we enjoyed it much. Stromboli soon appeared in
sight, and the smoke ascending from her crater summit. At length
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we pass the island of Caprre, and reach the Bay of Naples 8 a.m. It
is early mom, and so this affords a good long day for further inspection
of Naples, many hours before the captain expected; and with grateful
hearts we adored the mercy and goodness of our God. A slight mist
surrounded part of the bay, but soon disappeared.
We landed after breakfast, and drove through the town to see the
tomb of Virgil, and the wonderful grotto of Pausilippo, a long and lofty
alcove, extending a considerable distance. On our return we visited the
royal palace of Naples, with its beautiful gardens of lemon and orange
grove along the lower roof. The palace seems large, and is said to
contain 180 rooms. The state rooms were numerous and lofty, much
civility was courteously shown us, and we re-embarked on our steamer
about 2 p.m.
(To be continued.)
EVERLASTING LOVE.
2 CORINTHIANS iv. 6.
BLESSED be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; for if He had
not been His Father, He had never been our Father. "I ascend to
My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God" (John
xx. 17). If He had not been His God and His Father, He had never
been our God and our Father. Therefore, bless God for His love to
Christ, and Christ for His love to us; for they both join in our salvation. As Romans viii. 39: Nothing can separate from the love of God,
nor from the love of Christ. They be both together in the verse,
because they be all one in Christ. See the love of the Father in Christ.
See His own love in Himself, together with His Father's. Therefore,
consider the sweet agreement of the Trinity towards the salvation of
mankind; and that we come not to heaven, are elect, and saved only
by the counsel of the Father, or only by the love of the Son, or only by
the operation of the Holy Ghost, but all Three joining together in our
salvation. God looks on us "in the face of Jesus Christ." God
loveth us, the Son loveth us, the Holy Spirit sealeth the love of both
to us. So, then, conclude that our salvation is strongly built. It is
built on the love of the Father in Christ, and on the love of Christ,
together with the Father, and on the assurance of the Holy Ghost,
testifying both these to our souls. God for ever loveth His Son, and
God for ever must love us, for He shineth on us " in the face of His
Son." Now, what is the love of God to His Son ~ Pure love,
tender love, bowels of love, an everlasting love, and a rich love.
And is not His love to us the same? If He loveth Christ, He
loveth whole Christ; not only Christ personal, but mystical Christ,
and all His members. He loveth the whole body of Christ with a pure,
tender, perfect, and everlasting love. And, therefore, as God's love can
never be removed from His own Son That lieth in His bosom, so God's
true love shall never be removed from any true Christian that liveth in
His Son.

The Gospel Magazine

5'65

It is a comfortless, fond conceit to imagine any separation in that
kind; because His love is founded, not upon love to their persons, but
on His Son. Now, having an EVERLASTING FOUNDATION, it must be an
EVERLASTING LOVE; and this may comfort us in all conditions.
Richard Sibbes, D.D., A.D. 1656.
'!tOtte~ponlJrnre.

"A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS."
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-Deaths and removals having made great
changes in the Old Hill congregation as it was in your time, as one of
the few left I should like to say how your ministry was used there not
only to arouse and convict sinners, but largely and widely to strengthen,
edify, and instruct God's own people in the blessed doctrines of His
free grace, A dear saint now in glory used to say, "Mr, Ormiston
not only preaches the doctrines of free grace, but he preaches by his life
and walk the grace of the doctrine he preaches at Old Hill Church in
love," I remember many people came long distances to attend your
ministry-several from Stourbridge (six miles away), One gentleman
and his wife used to come in the morning and bring their luncheon
with them so as to be at the evening service too. I also remember
an old blind woman who used to be led into the Church. She had
been a rather notorious character till through some words of yours
she was convicted of her state as a lost sinner. She became a sincere
follower of Jesus, and is now at Home. A friend of mine who used to
go to Old Hill Church has told me that she was then going through
very deep soul trouble, and she got such blessings under your ministry
that she used to pray no one might speak to her on her walk home, so
that she could feed on the portion she had been given in your sermons.
Your ministry at Old Hill was a great blessing to a very dear and
near relative of mine. For the last fifteen years it has been my invariable custom to pray for you in the prayer- before the sermon, wherever
I am.
I remain, dear Mr. Ormiston,
August, 1914.
ONE OF YOUR OLD HILL CONGREGATION.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-War with all its horrors has broken out in the armed
camps of Europe. To contemplate the spectacle of bloodshed and
carnage is truly awful, and I am sure the sympathies and prayers of
the Lord's people will be extended to our soldiers and sailors who are
so suddenly called to fight, and it may be lay down their lives, for our

566

The Gospel Magazine

beloved country. Amidst all the efforts put forth on their behalf none
can be higher than the effort, nay, the priceless duty, of making known
the Name of Christ Jesus, the one true Refuge for guilty sinners.
Amongst the Fleet, the regular Army, the Territorials, the wounded,
there will be abundant opportunity for scattering the Gospel. Appeals
reach me from all parts. I am desirous of providing as many Scriptures and Gospel books as possible, and need the help of all friends.
The cost of postage and carriage will be heavy. Gifts of money and
books will be needed at this time.
With regard to the sailors, the following in The Times of August 13th
is not without interest, dealing as it does with" days of waiting on
board ship" :-" Now, however, the postal authorities appear to have
surmounted these difficulties, and although the arrival of the mail on
board any ship must necessarily be infrequent, there is no occasion to
suppose that it will be precarious or seriously interfered with. Both
the letter and parcel posts, I am assured, are now working with regularity. Seeing how necessary it is that there should be no feeling of
isolation on the lower deck of the ships, it is quite right that the authorities should have regarded this matter as they have done."
The following from a sergeant-major of infantry has reached me since
writing my last letter: "My dear friend and brother in Christ, Your
loving letter is lying before me, and I take this opportunity of writing
to thank you for it and the small parcel. I hope this will find you well
and strong, and able to carry on your work and labour of love. I have
been away for the past month, and some grand meetings we had in
the camp, and several conversions in my own regiment and in the
other that was with us have taken place; and I am pleased to say
that four of my own regiment are pressing forward looking unto Jesus,
the Author of their faith. We have started again our meetings in
barracks. Though these meetings have not been so large they have
proved a source of great blessing and spiritual strength. In conclusion,
allow me once more to thank you for your help and prayers. Please
continue." Letters have also reached me from Umballa, Colombo,
and other places during the month. Many dear children of God are
to be found in the British AI'my and Navy; therefore let us hold them
up in prayer at the mercy seat. We have much need to bow down
in humiliation and prayer for our beloved country in this hour of
peril. I have issued the annexed appeal to friends of the Mission,
which perhaps you will kindly insert in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Praying the Lord to strengthen you in some measure and spare you for yet
a little while in His service here below,
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
August, 1914.
[ApPEAL.]
DEAR FRIENDS,-At this solemn and momentous time in the history
of our nation, I plead for your sympathy and prayers and interest
on behalf of our fellow-countrymen who are serving in the Navy and
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Army. Amid the clash of arms and the booming of guns, to how
many human souls" Eternity is drawing nigh." I am making a
special effort to spread the Gospel of Christ amongst these men. The
late beloved Mr. G. Hazlerigg once wrote to me, " The least we can do
for our poor soldiers is to give them the Truth of God." The Book
Mission is in touch with soldiers and sailors in all parts. Let us sow
beside all waters, for the seed is the Word of God. Pray for us that
the Word of God may have free course and be glorified. Will you
give some help in this great effort for the men at this solemn time ~
Again asking your prayers and interest for us and our sailors and
soldiers,
I am,
Your faithful servant in His vineyard,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL.
~tOH~tant

l5eacon.

THE OHURCH ON THE BOSPHORUS.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877,.
(Ooncluded tram page 508.)

l--

WE have an example of the character of the superstitious observances
practised in the Greek Church in the case of baptism. I shall read
you an account of it: "On the eighth day the child is taken to the
church to be named by the priest; this is a distinct service of itself,
but the child is not yet admitted into the Church of God. On the
fortieth day, the mother, who is supposed to be well enough, takes the
child, accompanied by the sponsor, to the church, and then it is received
into the Church. Next comes the further ceremony of making the
child a catechumen, which chiefly consists in ' exorcising' the devil
from the child. Three prayers, at least, are so headed, and a fourth
would probably come under the same designation. The priest having
done all this, blows upon the child's mouth, forehead, and chest. He
also tells the sponsor, after declaring that he has renounced Satan,
to blow and spit upon him. Again, in connection with the administration of this Sacrament, oil is mingled with the water, and the priest
pours it upon the water three times in the form of a cross. The oil
is applied in the figure of a cross to the child's forehead, feet, back,
breast, and hands. Various prayers or sentences are said, deemed
eminently suitable, to characterize each act. In connection with the
Coptic Church the sign of the cross in exorcising the devil from a child
is used thirty-seven times. Then follows another ceremony, called
the Sacrament of the Chrism, corresponding to Confirmation in the
Western Church. Here again the process of anointing is rep8ated;
all the members of the body-forehead, eyes, nostrils, mouth, breast,
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hands, feet-are anointed. And, as though these were not sufficient,
the child is taken to church once more, after eight days, and the priest
undresses it, washes it, cuts off some of the hair crosswise from its head
in four places, as near the crown as possible, folds it up in a piece of
wax, and casts it into the font; and this confers on the child in the
Russian Church the privilege of membership." Observe that all this
takes place in connection with the simple rite of baptism. Our Lord
says, " Go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," and this was to
be done simply by the application of water and the utterance of a few
words. See what superstition has made of this simple rite, see the
multitude of absurd ceremonies introduced, and all for what ~-just
to exalt the priest into a position of importance, by making his poor
ignorant dupes believe that there is something so momentous in the
act that no one can perform it but a priest, and that therefore the
people must be entirely dependent on him.
Then we have a description of the making of the ointment with which
the child is anointed; but I will pass over that and come to the Lord's
Supper, which the Ritualists say is the central act of Divine worship.
Let me observe that the Lord's Supper is properly no act of worship
at all; it is not intended as an act of worship, but as an act of commemoration. Of course every act that we perform in honour of God,
in commemoration of what He has done for us, is to a certain extent
and must be an act of praise and thanksgiving, because the heart
must in the circumstances be exercised by feelings and sentiments of
devotion, thanksgiving, and gratitude to God. So far as that goes
the Lord's Supper is an act of worship, but properly speaking it is not
an act of worship, but, as I have said, an act of commemoration. And
so simple an act is it that we marvel how it occurred to anyone to
exalt it into the mystical position it now occupies, and to use it as an
instrument to deceive the senses and to impose on the credulity of
mankind; but the secret is solved when we see how successfully it is
used by the priests to bring the people into abject subjection and
submission to a certain caste of men who profess to have miraculous
power over the simple elements that are employed.
The superstition concerning this ordinance is in the Greek Church
about the same as in the Roman Church. The Greek Church embraces
the whole doctrine of transubst,antiation. The Greek Confession says,
t. The Bread verily is changed into that body itself of the Lord which
was born in Bethlehem, of her who is ever Virgin, was baptized in the
J Oldan, suffered, was buried, rose again, has ascended, sitteth on the
right hand of the Father, will finally come in the clouds of heaven;
but the wine is changed and transubstantiated into the true blood itself
of the Lord, which flowed from Him when hanging upon the cross
for the life of the world." You observe the 'emphatic form of the
words used, lest there should be a doubt on the subject of transubstantiation of both the bread and the wine. You are told that as soon
as certain words are pronounced by the priest, the very body born of
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the Virgin, the very body that walked in our flesh in this world, the
very body that hung upon the cross, the very body received up into
heaven, is presented before you in the form of bread, and that the
very blood that flowed through the veins of that Divine Person is
there before you, and now these are no longer bread and wine but the
body and blood of the blessed Jesus. That is to say, that whenever
the priest chooses he can bring Christ from His throne of glory, from
the right hand of God, and make Him appear on the altar to be used as
man pleases, 01 as an animal might please, as a mouse, a dog, or any
other animal might please, or as any creature, however degraded
might please, and to suffer any indignity and any insult every time
He was brought down; whereas the Word of God tells usthat He shall
remain in heaven until" the restitution of all things" (Acts iii. 21) ;
and let us remember, that having died once for the sins of His people,
and ascended up into heaven, He sat down in a resting posture on the
right hand of God, thus signifying the completion of His work, until He
shall come a second time, not innumerable times, at the will of sinful
men who desire to impose on their fellow-men by representing a little
bread and wine as being transubstantiated into the blessed body
that still sits upon the throne. You and I believe this-we do not
want such an actual presence of our Lord. We have the Blessed
Saviour at any time, wc know where He is, we can come boldly to His
throne of grace, feed on Him by faith. contemplate Him in His glory,
rejoice in the hope that we shall see Him again surrounded by angelic
hosts, receiving His people to Himself, that we shall enter with Him
into the banquet hall of Divin'e love and everlasting union, there to
dwell with Him throughout eternity. The priests' teaching is all
superstition, our view is all faith and hope; theirs is man's way of
representing the truth of Christianity, ours is God's way. There is a
vast difference, you see, my dear friends, between man's way and
God's way of representing that glorious revelation that God made of
Himself.
But we are further told that the transubstantiated bread and wine
are not only the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, but that they
are actually a victim to be offered in sacrifice for the sins of the living
and the dead. Just look at the blasphemy involved in that. You
and I are told tllat the Lord .T esus, by one sacrifice, " hath perfected
for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14), and that every poor
sinner taught by the Spirit of God can claim an interest in that one
great sacrifice. That is my teaching to you to-night, that is what I
tell you from the inspired Word of God-that every poor sinner,
taught by the Spirit of God that he is a sinner, and desiring to return
to God and obtain that pardon and peace which He alone can give,
which He has provided, may claim an interest in that one sacrifice
once offered-it is all-sufficient; the blood shed washes away all sin,
the sufferings of Jesus atone for all guilt, there is no deficiency in the
supply of Divine grace for those who feel their need, and who will
-come to God with confidence, and plead that need, and look for that
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salvation which God has provided. What, on the other hand, are we
taught by this miserable superstition ~ That Christ's sacrifice is not
perfect, that the one performance of this great work is not sufficient,
that God has failed to make it sufficient, that God has failed to make
it perfect; and although the Word of God declares that Jesus, having
died unto sin once, dieth no more, that death has no more dominion
over Him (Rom. vi. 10), and therefore there shall be no more sacrifice
for sin, man steps in and dares to contradict God to His face, and say,
" Your one sacrifice is not sufficient, it must be offered again; Jesus
must not be allowed to sit there at the right hand of God, and to rest
as though His work were done. He must come down again, and He must
again become the propitiation for the sins of the people." Here is
God's declaration on the one hand, and here is man's declaration on
the other: which do you believe ~ The Greek Church says that
Jesus is to be offered again and again. It says that this commemorative
rite which we call the Lord's Supper" is a true and propitiatory
sacrifice which is offered for all the faithful, both the living and the
dead." Dear friends, we do not want it, for we have one offering 3011sufficient; we do not want this pretended repetition; such a repetition
is an insult to God, because it implies that His work is imperfect, and
that is contrary to God's Book, for God has said that the one offering
is all-sufficient.
We are told by the Roman and Greek Churches that Ohrist may
thus be received by the wicked as well as by the people of God. Now,
the Word of God informs us that the Lord Jesus Ohrist is received only
by the faithful, those who believe-that it is by faith only we receive
Him. Now, if Jesus is to be placed on the altar, to be partaken of by
the mouth and eaten, and in that way received into the system, then
the most wicked and most vile can receive Jesus as well as the believing
and Godly. It is said by the Greek Ohurch, " Also the body itself and
the most pure blood is distributed and is introduced into the mouth
and stomach of the communicant, whether holy or unholy, save only
that remission of sins and life are imparted to the holy and worthy,
but damnation and eternal punishment accrue to the unholy and
unworthy"; declaring thus plainly that, although we may have
Jesus Ohrist within us, yet we may be accounted wicked, and we may
be under the curse and condemnation of God, a dogma which runs
counter to the whole teaching of God's Word. Then, of course, the
priest is declared to be a sacrificing priest, the table is said to be an
altar, and all those glaring falsehoods and impostures that we have
in the Romish Ohurch are found equally prevailing in the Greek Church.
Then, upon the subject of the Virgin Mary and her worship: if
anything, the worship of the Virgin is more gross in the Greek Church
than in the Romish. Some people have an idea that it is not so, but
it is, and thus the idolatry of the Greek Church is fully established.
Here is one of the prayers addressed to a dead woman: "Give ear
unto the prayers of thy servants, 0 thou most pure; assuage the evils
that befall us, and deliver us from all affliction; for thou only art
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our firm and sure refuge, and thy protection will we seek: let us not
be ashamed who call upon thee, but grant the prayers of those who
faithfully invoke thee. Hail, thou Sovereign Lady, who art the help,
the joy, the protector of all, and the salvation of our souls." That
is quite sufficient, dear friends, to tell you what the state of the Greek
Church is as regards idolatry.
I will just give you one more specimen of the superstitious practices
in this Church. You know that at Jerusalem there is what is called
the Holy Sepulchre exhibited to strangers. It is pretended that it is
the sepulchre in which our Lord's body lay, and from which He rose.
They have turned it into a kind of temple, and they have hung lamps
there, and adorned it with everything that is imposing and that will
fill the mind with a certain kind of awe and devotion. At certain
seasons it is said that God sends down fire-a peculiar kind of supernatural light-into that place, and that the first persons who enter
and see that light have some peculiar advantages over othels. Now,
there are representatives of several of the Eastern Churches at
Jerusalem, various sects and palties professing the same religionthe Greek, Armenian, and Coptic Churches, the Church of Jerusalem,
and the Nestorian Church; the Latin Church has also representatives
there; and the great subject of anxiety on Saturday in Easter week
is to enter this sepulchre, and behold the sacred fire for the first time.
The rivalry is so fierce between the different parties that the Turks
are obliged to interfere to prevent bloodshed. We read concerning
it: "Another miracle peculiar to the Greek Church is that of the
holy fire, which is practised every year in the church of the Holy
Sepulchre"; and one of the writers on the subject says: "Considering
the time and place, and the professed intention of the miracle, it is the
most offensive delusion to be found in the world." "Thousands are
gathered within the church, and during the awful interval before the
coming of the Ere from heaven the multitude are engaged in leaping
on one another's shoulders, building themselves into pyramids, hanging
by their heels, naked or half-naked, amidst shoutings and yellings
which baffle description. At last the bishop or priest appears upon
the scene, and enters the small chapel. Soon afterwards a glimmering
is observed in the orifices of the holy chapel, and the shout announcing
this event is the prelude to an exhibition of madness surpassing all that
had preceded. In but a very few seconds the place is ablaze with
light communicated from the chapel to every spectator who carries a
candle, and this light they believe in the first instance has miraculously
descended from heaven; and so strong is the conviction of the people
in the genuineness of the miracle that they boldly declare the fire will
not burn them, and, should it do so, maintain the innocence of the
holy flame by saying that God has permitted it to hurt them because
they have failed to confess some sin."
As regards the character of the priests in the Greek Church, it is
described by all parties to be of the lowest possible kind. Tile grossest
immorality is practised, drunkenness very generally prevails amongst
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them, and the lower classes despise them when not engaged in the
performance of their functions. It is said, "In its moral aspect the
Greek religion is a great enfranchisement from all restraint, united
with an intense, a more than Byzantine, hatred of Latinism and
Latins, summing up all in one great commandment, ' Thou shalt deceive
thy fellow, and hate everyone else.''' Again: "The fatal division
between religion and morality, which disfigures to so large an extent
the rest of Oriental Christianity, is seen in its most striking form in
the usages of Abyssinia." As regards especially the priests of the
inferior order, it is said they are universally despised even by the poor
and ignorant. So this is the Greek Church-this is the Church that
the Ritualist clergy of this country are anxious that we should be
united with. If we are united with it, we must adopt its superstitions
and its idolatries. I think you have heard sufficient about them. I
was anxious that you should. And I think the clergy of our Church
ought to instruct their people on the subject, so that they may not,
through ignorance, be deluded, but rather be prepared to judge of such
proposals. May the Lord enable us to hold fast the profession of our
faith, may the Lord enable us to cling to the precious Saviour, admitting
no superstition, adopting no carnal or human rites and ceremonies, not
allowing ourselves to be drawn away from the simplicity of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, looking to the teaching of the Holy Ghost to lead us
into the way of Truth, and to show us the things connected with our
faith in Jesus.
What I wish to say to you emphatically is tills-that the Lord
Jesus has accomplished all that is necessary for the salvation of His
people, and that all who trust in that, all who trust in Him, actually
enjoy salvation and acceptance with God, and need no performance
of man, need no power of man, need no influence, to come between
them and God. Every believer in Jesus is as much a priest as any
priest in this world; there is no human priesthood now, all priesthood
has passed away in the work of the Lord Jesus, all has been swallowed
up in One. Oh, that the laity would come out and assert their
independence, and not allow themselves to be ensnared by these
superstitions and idolatries, these delusions and impostures of men,
whereby with" cunning craftiness they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph.
iv. 14); that they would read theu Bibles, and assert their privilege
of drawing near the throne of grace; that they would say to their
teachers, " Just tell us what the Word of God says, not what are man's
inventions; tell us the way of salvation proclaimed by God, do not
invent superstitious practices to lead our souls into bondage." Submit
not yourselves or your judgments to any man. God made you free,
therefore stand fast in the liberty by which Christ hath,made you free
(Gal. v. 1); submit to no priest, or leader, you need none such; the
Lord Jesus Christ is the only captain or guide you require, the only
priest that should command your confidence. People should respect
their ministers, as God has taught them to do, treat them with respect
as ministers of God, as His messengers, as men employed in His service;
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but they should not depend upon them for anything concerning their
everlasting welfare. Put your trust not in man, but in God; not
in the inventions of poor fellow-worms, but in the glorious revelation
of God's mercy and love which He makes to you in the Lord Jesus
Christ. May God give you wisdom, may the Lord enlighten us all,
and give us sufficient interest and zeal in His service that we may
have our minds actively engaged about things belonging to God's
glory and our soul's welfare, so that we may be ready to give an answer
to everyone that asks us a reason of the hope that is in us. God
grant it, and all the glory be to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Annual Reunion Meeting of the inmates of our London Homes
has recently taken place at our Hornsey Rise Home. The day was
fine, the garden was looking its best, and an enjoyable time was
spent by our aged friends, who in little groups gathered all the day
long to speak of the blessed things nearest to their hearts. The ladies
provided dinner for those from a distance, and in the afternoon all
sat down to a strawberry tea. In the evening a brief meeting was
held in the Chapel, after which the old folk from Camberwell and
Stamford Hill were conveyed to those Homes. Such gatherings do
much to promote Christian fellowship and to maintain that corporate
feeling the Committee desire to cherish.
Mrs. Parks kindly gave a Drawing Room Meeting in July, at her
residence at Clapham Common. The room was full, and addresses
were given by the Secretary and Mr. H. T. McCarthy. A liberal
collection was taken and much local interest created. We should be
thankful if other friends could follow this example.
At Bickley, Mrs. James Jones generously provided hospitality for
as many of the inmates of the Camberwell Home as could travel in
the brakes she provided, and those who were too infirm to come were
not forgotten by our friend. After dinner a Garden Meeting was held,
at which the Secretary, the Rev. W. Sinden, and other friends took
part. An excellent collection waS made, and after farewell addresses
by the Revs. H. Atherton and J. Jarvis, the happy guests took their
departure. Such meetings as these are a great help to the Society.
Collections after sermons increase in number, and the Secretary
has visited several parts of the country in obtaining such. It is of
essential importance that all Churches in sympathy with the basis
and work of the Society should be brought into close touch with it ;
in these days of disintegration and estrangement, such a centre as is
this Institution is of increasing value.
A pensioner in Buckinghamshire has recently passed away, a notable
saint in humble life, "poor, yet making many rich." For nearly
seventy years he lived in a little country town a life of simple faith
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Godwards and tender considerateness manwardb. God's grace
sanctified exceptional intellectual powers, a fine perceptive mind, and
a wonderful memory. In his loose-fitting well-worn clothes, and
with his satchel of tracts, you might have thought he had just come
from a talk with his renowned fellow-craftsman of Bedford, John
Bunyan. He was a powerful witness for Gospel Truth in the dark
villages of our land, often walking, on Lord's days, distances of eight
or twelve miles each way to proclaim the Word of Life. He would
often part with his last shilling to a wayfarer. On one occasion he
found on the road a poor man, exhausted and footsore, who could not
walk another step; he procured a truck, helped the broken-down
traveller into it, and wheeled him three miles. Rough men, hardened
in sin, on their dying beds have refused to see any servant of God
except our late friend. One writes: "I count it a high honour to
have had his close friendship for many years, and it is with a mourning
heart I pay my reverent tribute to the serenity of his faith, the strength
of his hope, and the sweetness of his charity. (The cedar is fallen.' "

~a£'£ltn!J
A MONTHLY

iBbent£'.
RECORD.

FOR a great number of years thoughtful men have been dreading a
European war. At last it has come, and with startling suddenness.
At the moment of writing seven nations of Europe are engaged in
deadly strife. First, Austria declared war against Servia. This was on
Tuesday, July 28th. On the following Saturday, August 1st, Germany
declared war upon Russia. On Sunday she invaded France and
threatened Belgian neutrality, besides invading Luxemburg, a neutral
State. By the following Tuesday, August 4th, she had handed his
passports to the British Ambassador at Berlin, and Germany was in a
state of war with England.

In anticipation of these grave developments the Prime Minister of
England proposed to the House of Commons the postponement of the
Bill amending the Home Rule Bill, in order that England should
present a united front in view of the awful catastrophe of a European
war. The great gravity of the situation had the effect of uniting all
parties as one man in defence of England and the Empire.
Fierce fighting has already taken place at Liege in Belgium, and the
have displayed remarkable bravery in resisting the German
mvaSlOll.
!3elgi~ns

All domestic controversy has been entirely put aside in England.
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The House of Commons have unanimously granted to the Government
a vote of credit for £100,000,000, and sanctioned an increase of the
Army by 500,000 men.
The cause of the Mother Country is being enthusiastically taken up
by the Colonies. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand have promised
48,000 men. India is prepared to send two divisions. A gift of a
million bags of flour has been offered to the Government by Canada
and accepted, and The Times declares that this magnificent gift" represents two pounds of flour for every man, woman, and child in the
United Kingdom."
At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, on the 4th day of August,
1914, it was ordered by the Lords of His Majesty's Most Honourable
Privy Council " that His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury
do prepare a Special Form of Intercession with Almighty God, on
behalf of His Majesty's Naval and Military Forces, to be used in all
Churches and Chapels in England and Wales, and in the town of
Berwick-upon-Tweed, on such occasions as each Bishop shall appoint
for his own diocese." Copies of this Form of Intercession have been
duly printed and sent round to all Incumbents; they were doubtless
used in the Churches all over the land at the services on Sunday,
August 9th. We earnestly exhort our readers to cry mightily unto
God, and to cry continuously, in this solemn and almost unparalleled
time in our nation's history. He only can give victory. "The horse
is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the Lord."
God alone is our refuge and strength in this awful time. " If God
be for us, who can be against us ~" But what if He were against us ~
Let us hide ourselves in Him.

1-

His Majesty the King has sent the following message to the Overseas
Dominions: "I desire to express to my people of the Overseas Dominions with what appreciation and pride I have received the messages from
their respective Governments during the past few days. The spontaneous assurance of their fullest support recalls to me the generous
self-sacrificing help given by them in the past to the Mother Country.
I shall be strengthened in the discharge of the great responsibilities
which rest upon me by the confident belief that in this time of trial
my Empire will stand united, calm, resolute, trusting in God.GEORGE

R.L"

His Majesty's message to Admiral Jellicoe, Commander of the Fleet,
is as follows: "At this grave moment in our national history I send
to you, and through you to the officers and men of the Fleets of which
you have assumed command, the assurance of my confidence that under
your direction they will revive and renew the old glories of t,he Royal
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Navy, and prove once. again the sure shield of Britain and of her Empire
in the hour of trial.-GEORGE RI."
As we go to press we learn that the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York have issued a letter stating that" Friday, August 21st, will be
observed as a Special Day of Prayer and Intercession in connection
with the War." They say: "The occasion has no parallel in the
history of England or of the world. It sends us straight to our knees
before the God of all the earth. Never has the call to prayer rung out
with so clear, so wide, so imperative a note. Daily, hourly, be
obedient to that call. . . . It is in our judgment of great importance
that so far as is practicable the observance should have a national
character. The needs, the anxieties, the hopes are common to us
all; it is fitting that they should be laid in .common prayer before
Almighty God." There is reason to believe that" the Free Churches
will join in the observance of this Special Day.

ltebiewf3 anb jl.otiref3 of l6ooftf3.
TWILIGHT. By J. K HAZELTON. One penny: 6s. per 100.
(London: Office of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, St. Paul's
Chambers, 19 Ludgate Hill, KC.)
THIS booklet is the fourth of a series from the able pen of the Secretary
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. Mr. Hazelton's indefatigable
labours, untiring zeal, and unswerving adherence to the doctrines of
grace upon which this Society is founded are well known and appreciated
by the Church of Christ on earth, and his labours have been abundantly
owned and blessed of God.
Tellingly he writes in this little work, of the quiet hour, the lengthening evening shadows, the " twilight " of life, and reminds the reader
that the God of the promises still lives, to care for and bless His own,
and fulfil His word " And even to your old age I am He: and. even to
hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made and I will bear; even I will
carry and will deliver you." Readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will
do well to procure this interesting booklet, and to distribute copies
widely.
I T is the " infirmity" of a believer to be thinking of himself, and
drawing false inferences (for all such inferences are necessarily erroneous)
from what he sees or feels, as to the light in which he is beheld and
estimated on the part of God. It is his "strength," on the other
hand, to remember the right hand of the Most High·-to meditate
upon the changeless truth and mercy of that God Who has committed
Himself in holiness to the believing sinner's sure salvation, by causing
the Son of His love to suffer in our stead the dread reality of penal

death.-Arthur Pridham.

