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No. XXVII.
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellenr:y of
speech or of wisdom, declar-ing unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. I, 2.

" THOU hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy Name" (Psalm
cxxxviii. 2). That is the position which the LORD JEHOVAH
assigns to the inspired Scriptures of Truth. "GOD has greater
regard unto the words of His mouth than to the works of His
hand," says an old divine; "heaven and earth shall pass away,
but one jot or tittle of what He hath spoken shall never fall to the
ground." JEHOVAH'S Word is sure, unchangeable, i=utable as
Himself, Who knows "no variableness, neither shadow of turning" (James i. 17). The children of GOD find their highest spiritual
pleasure in hearkening unto the words of Him Who can not lie.
Under the guidance of the HOLY SPIRIT OF TRUTH they discover
in the Divine revelation ever-new and precious subjects for meditation. Through it they hold sweet communion with Him Who is
all their Salvation and all their Desire. Oh, for grace to love
33
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this precious Book,ever more arid more,. and to search ever deeper
into its unfat10med and .unfathomable depths. According to
the mind of the LORD; then, were the BIBLJ!] READINGS held fortnightly .at the houses of ~ari~us dear Chr.jsti~n friends in Clifton,
which, in succession to our beloved brother, the Rev. S. A. Walker,
the LORD graciously enabled us to .conduct. Well pleasing in.
His sight it ever is ·wl;1en His pe~ple gather around His eternal
Word, not to add to it, not to take away from it, not to criticize
nor condemn, but united in the one desire to learn, under the
•
direction
of the infallible TEACHER Himself, more of the mind and
eternal couns.el l1l).d:pl).rposes qf the TllIUNE ·GOD as therein revealed,
to mut]lal profit and edification.
. As we look back ·and recall those whose delight it \Vas to speak
often one to another of these- glorious truths, and to entertain
the LORD'S servants for that purpose, we find few indeed who
will remember with us those happy meetings. One by one our
valued friends, loved in the LORD, have' entered the golden gates
of the New Jerusalem, and are now with the LORD JESUS, the
PERSONAL WORD. They no longer·" see through a glass, darkly,"
as we ever must while on earth, but "face to face"; now they
know, not "in part" but even as they are "known" (1 Cor.
xiii. 12). Amongst the names of more general interest, of those
wont to meet thus for years, may be mentioned the Rev. Paul
Walker, brother of the late honoured Rector of ST. MARY-LE-PORT;
the Rev. Henry Barne, of the Memorial Church, Clifton; the Rev.
W. Druitt, for some time Chaplain of the Blind Asylum; Colonel
Newbolt, who was ever ready with his valuable, practical help at
Conference times; Mr. J ames Inskip; and Colonel Senior, well
known· for his studies of the Tabernacle.
.
Around the .same blessed Book, the Holy Word of GOD, the
children of ST. MARY-LE-PORT LORD'S-DAY SCHOOLS have been
gathered Sabbath by Sabbath for well-nigh fifty-five years.
Upon simple, definite Bible principles the SCHOOL was opened in
1860, and to these principles the teaching has been "kept" unswervingly faithful by- the grace and power of GOD. In that year
it was laid on the heart of the sainted Rev. S. A. Walker to make
prOVISIOn for the spiritual needs of some of the poorest, most
neglected children of the City, those who attended no place of
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worship, no Sabbath School, and for whose souls apparently no
.man cared, by opening a SCHOOL for such on LORD'S Day afternoons
in the Parish of ST. MARY-LE-PORT. Owing to its very small
resident population, a parochial Sabbath School in the ordinary
.sense of the word had not been possible, and none existed. A
room was therefore engaged in the parish,. and Mr. Walker was
lovingly supported by a small band of Christian helpers-amongst
whom was the late Mr. James Inskip, who on LORD'S Day afternoons went out into the'" highways and lanes "-the poorest,
.meanest streets-gathering together such children as would come,
and taking them to the" upper chamber" where they were taught
of JESUS and His redeeming love-the simple truths of the precious
Gospel. This CHRIST-like work was begun in a small way, but
with much prayer and looking to the LORD for help. With His
good hand upon it, it has grown and continued for over half a
century. It has been always carried on in united prayer and
entire reliance on our GOD, Who has indeed proved Himself
"JEHOVAH-JIREH." The work has received many spiritual
blessings at His hand, and many evidences of His loving care and
mindfulness of it in temporal matters. There have been many
instances of former Scholars sending their little ones, in their turn,
to the old SCHOOL, which they regard with affection. A mother
mentioned quite lately how she remembered Mr. Inskip coming
to her street-naming one of the worst streets of the City, since
entirely altered-to take children to ST. MARY-LE-PORT SCHOOL.
Our Heavenly FATHER, the FATHER OF MERCIES, Who supplies
.all the needs of His children, has richly favoured this SCHOOL
in its devoted Superintendents,---{)f whom there have been fourfaithful men of GOD who have had the eternal welfare of the little
ones ever at heart, and in a succession of spiritually equipped
Teachers. The service has been always one of much self-denial,
and of loving patience, humbly and cheerfully rendered for the
blessed MASTER'S sake, and there have been manifest tokens of
.His acceptance of it. We desire to bless the LORD for the many
benefits He has bestowed in His lovingkindnes,s and tender
compassIOn.
The Hundred Texts have been for long in continuous )lse in the
.sCHOOL, and thus the children are grounded sys(ematically,in sound

•
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Gospel doctrine. Often in our monthly Catechetical Service held in
the Church throughout many, many years, and based on these portions of Holy Scripture, have we been refreshed and encouraged
by the answers we have received and the perfect repetition of the
verses, more especially by the very little ones. It is the work of
the HOLY SPIRIT, and to Him alone it belongs, to apply the Word
with grace and power. Therefore we have constantly and humbly
supplicated for real and abiding results at His Almighty, Sovereign
Hands, of the planting and the watering of the seed.
The following touching incident in our connection with ST.
MARY'LE-PORT LORD's-DAY SCHOOLS will be of interest to our
Readers, who will remember that the scholars are drawn for the
most part from the poorest classes. We quote from an account
written at the time:
" During the proceedings connected with the annual trip to the
seaside of the children of ST. MARY-LE-PORT LORD's-DAY SCHOOL,
an interesting incident took place last month. Upwards of 200
children, their teachers and friends, went down to Weston-super.
Mare, where in course of the afternoon a capital tea was provided
for the young people. At close of the meal the Rev, James
Ormiston, Rector of ST. MARY-LE-PORT, addressed the assembled
company, not being in the remotest degree aware of the surprise
which the loving hearts of his flock had in store for him. The
Superintendent, who has taught in the SCHOOL ever since it was
founded by the Rev. S. A. Walker, nearly thirty years ago, then
spoke, and alluding to the esteem in which they held the Evangelical ministry of their Pastor, went on to state that as an affectionate token of the deep sympathy and regard felt for him by the
children, their teachers, and friends, a black silk preaching-gown
had been subscribed for by them, of which he asked Mr. Ormiston's
acceptance in their united names. One of the Churchwardens of
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, of many years' standing, followed, making
various warm·hearted references to the ties that bound together
the Minister and his Charge-both among the young and their
elders. The interest of the occasion was further increased when
the Superintendent of a Weston-super-Mare Sunday School spoke,
inasmuch as he was one of the earliest scholars in ST. MARY-LE-PORT
SCHOOL, and where he received the Divine blessing to which he
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alluded in touching terms to the meeting. Mr. Ormiston then
assured the scholars, their teachers, and others, of his deepest
gratitude for their generous affection and Christian sympathy. He,
also earnestly thanked them for the valuable gift with which they
had so unexpectedly presented him. Alluding to the form their
offering had taken, he said that their choice commended itself, in
every aspect, to his decided Protestant and Evangelical instincts.
He had no disposition whatever to make any outward change, for
he certainly was not conscious of any changed convictions inwardly, on the subject of testifying those great and glorious Bible
truths for which their martyred forefathers willingly went to the
stake. Upwards of twenty-five years ago a black silk gown was
presented to him by dear Protestant friends in London. But,
looking at the costly gift that day placed upon his shoulders, he
could scarcely expect to wear it so long as he had his old one. A
quarter of a century was a large instalment of a Gospel minister's
ordinary pnblic services. His new black gown-the expression of
the love and attachment of those among whom he humbly and
unworthily laboured in CHRIST'S Name-would however pass
down as a prized heirloom to his children. Three hearty cheers
were then given by the scholars, one of whom-a poor lad-afterwards said to Mr. Ormiston with evident naturalness and reality,
, I hope you'll live to wear un out, Sir.' "
Some of the more recent scholars are to-day serving their King
and Country in this hour of need and peril. We would earnestly
ask prayer on their behalf-two of their number are known to
have already been wounded-that if there be any among them to
whom the" Voice that wakes the dead" has not yet spoken, that
Almighty, Life-giving Voice may now speak. Then, hidden in
the Rock of Ages, whatever lies before them, all will be well with
them both for time and eternity.
The LORD'S people are bidden to " sow beside all waters" (Isa.
xxxii. 20). The work of sowing the good seed is largely one of
humble faith and prayerful perseverance. The Day of the LORD,
which surely is at hand, when the secrets of all hearts shall be
revealed, alone will declare the full fruitage produced by the HOLY i
GHOST, the LORD, and GIVER OF LIFE. Meanwhile, He has said,
"My Word ... shall not return unto Me void, but it shah acpom::
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plish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 11.). And" He abideth faithful: He can not
deny Himself" (2 Tim. ii. 13). Brethren, these assurances are
given us for our comfort.
, CLIFTON, BRISTOL,

THE EDITOR.

August, 1915.
(To be continued hereafter, D. V.)

THE HOLY WORD INDWELLING.
DWELL in us, 0 WORD INCARNATE,
Ricbly dwelling, rule witllin;
Mortify inherent evil,
Slay the power of lordly sin;
Break the stubborn will of nature,
Trail in dust the crown of pride,
Conquering every foe that frets us,
On to victory, conquering, ride.

Col. i. 27Col. iii. 16, 17.
Col. iii. 5.
Rom. vii. 2l, 25.
Rom. vii. 2l.
1 John ii. 16.
Rom. xvi. 20.
Re\", vi. 2.

Dwell in us, 0 WORD ETERNAL,
By the SPIRIT'S potent grace;
Work in us each lovely feature
Of. Thy spotless, beauteous, face:
Let Thine image, shining outward,
Day by day increasing glow,
Thine" Epistle," LORD, 0 may we
Others all Thy virtues show.

Gal. iv. 19.
Ephes. ii. 22.
Heb. xiii. 21.
Acts iv. 13.
Rem. viii. 29.
• C or. Ill.
... 18 .

WORD OF GOD i-alike in Scripture
And in Flesh to us revealed ;Writ anew on fleshy tablets,
On these hearts now SPIRIT·sealed :Perfec~ in us all Thy pleasure,
Let us cleave to, dwell in, Thee: .
Here the WRITTEN WORD adorning
Till the INCARNATE WORD we see.

John v. 39.
John i. 14.
2 Cor. iii. 3.
Eph. i. 13, 14.
2 Tiro. iii. 17.
Gol. ii. 7.
Titne ii. 10.
Job xix, 27.

Oi

2 Cor. iii. 3.

1 Peter ii. 9.

J.O,
" I WILL Clill on the Lord; so shall I he saved from mine enemies"
(2 Sarn.xxii. 4); there is the defensive power of prayer; hut it is more,
that it, puts enemies. to the foil-" When I cry unto Thee, then shall
mine e.nemies turn hack" and he put to flight: there is the offensive.
power iif prayer. Prayer is a ~word witlt two edges.-J: Dyke (1620).
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THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER'S WARFARE.
" For the· weapons 0/ our war/are are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down 0/ strong holds."-2 COR. x. 4.

AN ordinary soldier may never have to engage in actual warfare.
His term of service may come to an end before his country is
engaged in the terrible conflict of real war. He may often engage
in sham fights, but until war breaks out he knows nothing of real
conflict. For the Christian soldier, however, war is his normal
experience. The moment he is manifested .as a follower of the
Captain of our salvation a spiritual conflict begins, and continues
until he ceases to be a member of the" Church militant here upon
earth," and jOlls the Church triumphant in heaven. There is
no end to the war against our spiritual foes. We rightly pray that
in God's own· good time the terrible war in which our country and
her allies are now engaged may terminate, but the warfare of the
Church of God against the world, the flesh, and the devil will
continue until all the redeemed people of God are eternally glorified. In his able book on " The Satan of Scripture" the esteemed
Editor of this MAGAZINE says: "The infallible testimony of
Holy Scripture, then, makes it clear, that while a mighty God is
the God of J aoob, that while the flock of Christ's redeemed are
safe in His own keeping, and while the Spirit of grace shall surely
guide such into all truth, there yet is a real, a. painful, a prolonged
ordeal of conflict, and watching, and praying, to be experienced
by every pilgrim believer. The way home lies through the territory of the god of this. world; and they walk most safely who,
accepting the plain teaching of God's Word, are mindful that the
sleepless ey£. of a malignant enemy is upon their ·every step, and
that the very subtlety of the serpent which beguiled Rve·is engaged
perpetually to draw them aside from their simplicity. in Christ"
(p. 18). Yes, indeed, .watchfulness.and prayer, and. a· sense of our
own helplessness, and of our absolute dependence upoq. Divine
grace are· continually needed by the people.of God,- and the more
useful we are in the Lord's· service the more do we become the
special ohj.ects of Satan's subtle teinptations.· More and inore do"

•
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we need to remember the. exhortation, "J;.et him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12).
1. Observe that the warfare of the Christian soldier is against
the devil. He is the great enemy of God and of His people. When
the householder heard that tares had appeared amongst the wheat
he said, "An enemy hath done this." And our Lord, when
explaining the parable, said, "The tares are the children of the
wicked one; .the enemy. that sowed them is the devil" (Matt. xiii.
28, 38, 39).
He is an old and experienced enemy. He has been engaged in
the warfare against God and His people from the very beginning
of the world's history. He appears to have rebelled against God
before man was created. "The devil sinneth from the beginning."
" He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him " (1 John iii. 8; John viii.
44). It was he who beguiled Eve and caused sin to be introduced
into the world which God pronounced" Very good" when He
had created it. Ever since the fall of man the devil has been
fighting against God and His people. He tempted Job and David.
For forty days in succession he tempted the Lord Jesus Christ,
besides tempting Him on other occasions. He it was who sowed
tares among the wheat, and he is the perpetual adversary of God's
people who "as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour" (1 Peter v. 7). For a period of 6000 years he has
been engaged in his wicked work, and he is therefore an experienced
and a formidable foe. He knows the saving power of the Word of
God, and in reference to the wayside hearers of that Word our Lord
says, "Then cometh the devil, and taketh away the Word out of
their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved" (Luke viii. 12).
He is a crafty and deceitful enemy. Hence he is styled "that
old serpent, called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world" (Rev.; xii. 9). Craft and subtlety characterized his first
temptation in the garden: of Eden. "The serpent beguiled Eve
through his· subtlety" (2 ,Cor. xi. 3). No trust can be 'placed in
his word, for" he.is a liar and the father of it" (John viii. 44).
There is therefore constant need of watchfulness against his
devices. Especially is this so -when we read that he ",is transformed into. an angel.·of light," so that he may the more readily
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delude unwary souls. "His ministers "-false apostles, and deceitful
workers-" also are transformed as the ministers of righteousness."
Our Lord specially warns His people against" the craft and subtlety
of the devil" when He says, "There shall arise false Christs, and
false. prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect" (Matt.
xxiv. 24).
He is a powerful enemy; The case of Job is a remarkable illustration ·of the power which God may permit Satan to exercise.
"The Lord said unto Satan, Behold all that he !Job) hath is in
thy power; only. upon himself put not forth thine hand" (Job ii.
12). The result was that in one day Job was deprived of his oxen
and his asses, his sheep, his camels, and his family. The devil's
power over mankind is seen in the remarkable statement of the
Apostle John that" the whole world lieth in the evil one" (1 John
v. 19; R.V.). He is "the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobedience" (Eph. ii. 2). He" deceiveth the whole world"
(Rev. xii. 9). Surely he must be a powerful foe when the whole
world of the ungodly is under his mighty influence and is deceived
and deluded by his craft and subtlety. We must not then make
light of the great dragon, called the devil and Satan. He is a
formidable foe, and only by Divine power and grace can he be
successfully resisted by the saints of God.
He is a courageous enemy. He had the audacity to face the
Son of God Himself with the object of tempting Him to sin.
Thus God's people have to face an experienced, a crafty, a powerful,
and a courageous and determined foe. And though we may thank
God that the devil is not omnipotent, we must not underestimate
his power for mischief and for eviL
2. The warfare of the Christian soldier is against the world.
We have not only to war against the unseen spiritual enemy
of our souls, but against the evil· principles, evil customs, evil
pleasures, evil maxims, and even the religion of the world of
unconverted men around us. We have seen that "the whole
world.lieth in the evil one." It follows that the world is under
Satanic influence, and is therefore at enmity with God. The
power of this influence is so great that God's people need to be
constantly on their guard. The reading of books, newspapers,
•
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and magazines in so far as these are edited or .written by men of
the world has its dangers. There is the danger that God's people
may form their views of current events solely from the opinions
of men of the world, whereas what is needed is that we should
be so steeped in the teachings of God's Word that we should be
ready to reject everything that is contrary to its Divine principles.
That infallible Book should be brought to bear upon all the events
and opinions of the world, and the revealed thoughts of God
should reign in the hearts of His people. They are to remember
that though they are in the world they are not of the world. Thc
god of this world is Satan, and he "hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of
Christ, Who is. the image of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor.
iv. 4). The world knows not the Father, the Son, nor the Holy
Ghost. It can not receive the Spirit of Truth, "because it seeth
Him not, neither knoweth Him" (John xiv. 17). Christ" was in
the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew
Him not." As the world hated and rejected Christ, so it hates and
rejects His people. "If the world hate you, ye know that it
hated Me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you." "These things will they do unto you, because they have
not known the Father, nor Me" (John xv. 18, 19; xvi. 3). As
the world is opposed to God's people, so they are opposed to the
world, and they are to beware of making a truce with the evil
principles of the world. They are to remember that " the friendship of the world is enmity with God." All fellowship with the
world is to be avoided. The believer is "to keep himself unspotted from the world" (James iv. 4; i. 27). Not that he is to
cultivate a proud and censorious spirit. On the contrary,. he is
to walk humbly and meekly before the Lord, and to remember
that through infinite grace and mercy he has been chosen out of
the world. His .Lord and Master gave Himself for His people's
sins that He might deliver· them. from this present evil world,
according to the will of God. Nonconformity to the world, then,
is to be the aim of the believer. One of the greatest evils of the
day is the worldliness in. the. professing. Church, and the fellowship
•

The Gospel Magazine

523

with evil principles and false teachers. Little regard is paid to
the teaching of the Apostle, which says, "Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness ~ And what communion hath
light with darkness ~ And what concord hath Christ with Belial ~
Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ~ And what
agreement hath the temple of God with idols ~ " (2 Cor. vi. 14-16.)
Oh, let us beware of evil partnerships in marriage, in business,
in society and in the work of the Lord. "Come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord." Beware of worldly
men, worldly books, worldly music, worldly places of amusement,
worldly pleasures, and worldly worship and religion. Beware of
sensuous services which are provided to please the world. " Love
not the world, neither the things that are in the' world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world"
(1 John ii. 15, 16).
3. The tearfare of the Christian soldier is against the flesh.
Here is an internal foe. The flesh, the evil nature which is
transmitted from our fallen parents, still remains in the regenerated
believer. Regeneration is not a change of the old nature, but
the introduction of a new nature. "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John
iii. 6). The works of the flesh are at least seventeen in number
(Gal. v. 19--21). "The carnal mind is at enmity with God; for
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom.
viii. 7). The believer has sorrowfully to say, "I know that in
me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." Every imagination of the thoughts of the 'flesh is only evil continually. There
is that within the believer, then, which is wholly and constantly
antagonistic to God. How watchful therefore he needs to be
against "fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind"!
" The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so '-that ye
can not do the things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17): No quarter
should be given to this internal foe.
'
" We are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh." We
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are to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, "and make not proVlslOn
for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof" (Rom. viii. 12; xiii. 14).
As those who are strangers and pilgrims we are to " abstain from
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul" (1 Peter ii. 11). "Who
is sufficient for these things?" Our sufficiency is only of God.
" Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall .not fulfil the lusts of the flesh."
It is through the Spirit's power that we are to mortify the deeds
of the body (Gal. v. 16; Rom. viii. 13).
4. The warfare of the Christian soldier is spiritual.
It is a war of the spirit, the mind, and the heart of the
regenerated believer against the spiritual forces of evil. Hence
" the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strong holds." We do not fight with
fists, rifles, bayonets, cannon, or shells, but our warfare is a fight
of the renewed spirit against the world, the flesh, and the devil.
No sound may be heard, and yet tremendous conflicts may be
gomg on.
5. It is a warfare involving hardships, self-denial, and persecution.
"Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ." The great Captain says, "If any man will come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me:'
Persecution is the appointed portion of every Christian soldier.
We are to go forth to Him without the camp bearing His reproach.
" All that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution"
(2 Tim. iii. 12).
6. Finally, it is a warfare to be waged in dependence upon Divine
power.
There is no shortage of munitions in this warfare. The Omnipotent God is on the side of His people. "If God be for us, who can
be against us?" Wherefore," Be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might, put on the whole armour of God, that ye
may be.able to stand against the wiles of the devil. . . . Take
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand" (Eph. vi.
10, 11, 13). Our daily prayer to our God and Father should be,
"Deliver us from the evil one."
May both writer and readers be daily" kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation."
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the
Lord shall be safe."-PRovERBs xxix. 25.

WHEN invincible and irresistible grace meets with and compels a
convinced sinner to forsake and hate his sins and draws him by the
cords of everlasting love from the pit of destruction, his God places
him in the field as a warrior, fully warned of the surrounding enemies,
and equipped in " the whole armour of God" whereby he may fight
and be enabled to stand against the assaults of the Evil One and his
legion. There will be wars without and fightings within; there will
be the "company of two armies"; and the Christian soldier will
have to wage a long and ceaseless warfare which will not end until
the.. Blissful dawn of heavenly day,
When sin shall cease and death shall die,
When Christ His glory shall display,
And beam upon my· ravished eye.".
The two natures will war against each other and ofttimes cause the
well-nigh spent one to cry out, " 0 wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death 1" but he will thank God
" through Jesus Christ our Lord" with a note of triumph as he remembers Him Who has overcome for him every enemy and has for ever
sat down at the right hand of the :Majesty on high.
There is a warfare also, in which the Christian soldier will need to
keep bis armour bright, against the many evil allurements and temptations put in his way. He is in the world, and yet not to be of it. He
walks this world as a pilgrim estranged from its ways, as a foreigner
unbeguiled by its customs, and hears the Divine command, "Be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God." There are snares set for him on every hand, and
often it is made very difficult for him to decide what to do. There
may be a very thin line of demarcation; and some will suggest to him
that by not joining in this or that, and by absenting himself from some
undertaking in which many Christians are engaged, he sets himself
up to sit in judgment upon others. But he remembers how God's servants have been called alone, and found alone, and exhorted to " come
out from among" the professors and to be separate and walk a singular
walk. True, the world will condemn him for it, and the professor may
lay sin at his door for not going amongst others to influence them,
but he treads his solitary way, comfortable that he has the One Who
was" despised and rejected of men" for his company, and counts it
an honour to be called to "go forth without the camp, bearing His
reproach."
.
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And the Christian warrior has a great light to maintain in contending
for the faith once delivered to the saints. Satan, not as a roaring
lion, is now disguised as an angel of light, and under the cover of
religion is bringing about great scandals, empty profession, and
appalling deception. "Evil angels" are surely amongst us to-day,
and we need to be awake and aware of the elTors which are sapping
the very root of our religious life. "The mystery of iniquity doth
already work," and the truth of the word is forced upon the little
fiock-" If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of
God, should shine unto them."
In all this therefore, the Christian needs to " try the spirits whether
they be of God," and pray against the snares of the deVil, who if he
knew how to quote Scripture of old, knows more than ever how to do
-so in this twentieth century.
Now, beloved, we could enlarge upon many ways in which the
believer finds how needful is his heaven-provided armour. As surely
as he is clad in it, so surely \vill he prove the tender and all-wise
provision of his God in giving it him. He will meet with many a slip
and fall, many a temptation and danger, many a snare and trap, but
.he will rise superior in the words of Micah: "Rejoice not against me,
o mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the
Lord shall be a light unto me." And he \vill be confident of final
victory through the blood of the Lamb. May you, dear reader, and I,
in every trial of faith be enabled to look away from self, which will
mislead us, and from the fear of man which bringeth a snare, and
count upon the strength of Him Who has overcome sin, Satan, and
the wOl-Id for us, and will bring us off "more than conquerors" in
His mighty love.
" The fear of man bringeth a snare." That the Lord has set down
as a finger-post of warning. He has left instances on record in His
holy Word for us. We remember how fear of man snared the Lord's
dear servant Abraham, when he said of Sarah his \vife " She is my
sister" during their sojourn in Gerar. Abraham, the father of the
faithful, snared by the fear of man! He tells Abimelech: "Because
I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will
slay me for my wife's sake." The Lord's dear servant stood reproved,
and learned that mercy and forgiveness are with Him that He may
be feared. The Lord heard Abraham's prayer, but Abraham would
go very" softly" and tenderly and watchfully.afterwards.
- Dear children of God, these things happen to us for ens~mples. Let
us. beware. A snare is always 'before us. We need grace-taught eyes
.to see and escape it. The allur~ents of the world are so close to us.
May -we have holy boldness to "declare plainly we seek a better
country, that is, an heavenly," by coming out from amongst them and
touching .not the unclean thing.
_
"Take heed to thyself," declared J ehovah to Moses, 'f Jest thou
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make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest,
lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee: but ye shall destroy their
altars, break their images, and cut down their groves: for. thou shalt
worship no other god: for the Lord, Whose name is Jealous, is .a
jealous God" (Exodus xxxiv. 12-14).
And the Lord's dear servant David fell into many a snare, did he not
(as indeed who has not at one time or another), through his fear of
man? How 1,lllhecomingly he acted, how unlike the manner of a
man of God, when "he changed his behaviour before them, and
feigned himself mad in their hands," as " he fled that day for fear of
Saul, and went to Achish the king of G.ath."
Happy the soul released from some snare, "escaped as a bird
out of the snare of the fowlers." "The snare is broken, and we are
escaped." But that escaped, delivered, rescued servant of his God
will have been ta.ught to hate the sin that led him astray, and love his
Saviour for saving him out of it. It is a constantly recurring work.
As surely as the saints of God" go from strength. to strength," so
surely they have been delivered from many a pitfall and valley of
humiliation, and it is only at length when His grace has accomplished
His work that the redeemed one can say confidently, " What time I
am afraid, I will trust in Thee," and, " I will not fear what man can
do unto me."
.
That was a blessed remark' of the late Mr. Harbour of which Mr.
M. Tryon has recently reminded us: "Lord, keep temptation and
opportunity far apart." May we seek much grace to watch against
the wiles of the Evil One and walk soberly, lest we " fall into reproach
and the snare of the devil." May we on the one hand consider the
t!tate of the man in whom is that fear which is contrary to Divine
actings and which from slavish workings" bringeth a snare"; whilst
on the other we rejoice that the precious Lord has encouraged us to
.rest-" But whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe." And,"Should men and devils try
To make the saints a prey,
The Lord, their Father, still is nigh
To gnard them in His way.
.. Throngh all the scenes of time
He'll make His goodness knoWn;
His sons in every age and clime, .
His sovereign' grace shall own." .

There is promised safety alid deliverance for 'ail His· saints. The fear
of man brings its snare; the trust in God brings its blessing. ,The
Lord has His eye on His ·saints. He is acquainted with all their ways,
and" Straits and dangers are the place .
Where H.e djsplays delivering gr;>ce;"
, -

He Who has redeemed their soui from the pit of corruption, redeems
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their life from a thousand destructions. The children of God will
never know this side of etermty from. what the Lord has delivered
them, how in innumerable ways they have been preserved, and with
what prevenient mercy they have been made to escape. But it is
He "Who redeemeth thy life from destruction, Who crowneth thee
with lovingkindness and tender mercies." And these are they who
are taught to prize the helping hand of mercy; who look to their
Guardian Shepherd and Preserver, and, ceasing from man, trust·to
their God alone. These are they who in our text are" safe," and know
the blessedness of their safety. They shall be " set up on high," the
marginal reading renders it. The Lord's children have a double
portion. They are exalted in the Lord now, as was Hannah, whose
" horn" was "exalted in the Lord:' and who sang His delivering
grace. And they are "set up on high" when the work of grace is
done and Jesus sees of the travail of His soul in one llJld another and is
satisfied, and demands His blood-bought rights-" Father, I will that
they also, whom Thou hast given life, be with Me where I am; that
they may behold My glory." Very simple, very childlike, may be
the faith of some little one in Zion. No great profession, not many
words, but a hope Divinely given and a plea in the all-prevailing
Name; a gracious knowledge that none other but Jesus can save;
and the God-given cry, " Lord, save or I perish:' is surely heard and
answered. "Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe."
Such an one is set up on high, set up aloft, delivered from all his
fears, and saved as assuredly, as everlastingly, as the most triumphantin-faith believer. Ail gracious faith is God-given, and therefore must
be answered. Every hope of the Lord's people fastens upon a precious
Christ within the veil, and the Anchor being there, the little vessel
can not possibly be shipwrecked. "They that trust in the Lord
shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for
ever." And they that know His Name will put their trust in Him.
They can look for no salvation, no deliverance, to any other. The
cry of their hearts is, "Thou must save, and Thou alone." Their
Lord and Saviour needs very few words; only the heart's breathing,
sometimes only a whisper, a sigh, or the unutterable cry of a neverdying soul in his extremity. The gracious Richard Burnham, who died
June 4th, 1752, at the early age of 41 years, sought to comfort the
little ones in Christ's fold, the seeking, longing souls. "I have
laboured much:' he said, "in my spiritual songs, to set forth, though
I own it is in a feeble way, the unequalled beauties and transcendent
glories of a Crucified Immanuel; and have aimed to give, instrumentally, the greatest encouragement to the weakest of the Redeemer's
praying family. Your pastor is willing to own that he is the unworthiest of the unworthy; yet unworthy as he is, he humbly trusts,
through rich grace, he has in some measure found that the dear bosom
of the atoning Lamb is the abiding home of his immortal soul." With
such desires, such aspirations, such consoling hope did he sing :-
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" God is my everlasting King,
God is my Strength, and I will sing:
His power upholds my feeble frame,
And I'm victorious through His Name.
11

Devils retreat when He appears;
Then I arise above my fears,

And every fiery dart repel,
And vanquish all the force of hell.
" Through the Redeemer's precious blood,
I feel the mighty power of God;
Through the rich aid Divinely given,
I rise from earth, and soar to heaven.
" Dear Lord, 'l'hy weaker saints inspire,

And fill them with celestial fire;
On Thy kind arm may they rely,
And all their foes shall surely fly.
U

Now, Lord, Thy wondrous power exert,
And ev'ry ransomed soul support j

Give us fresh strength to wing our way
To regions of eternal day.
"There may we praise the Great I AM,
And shout the victories of the Lamb,
Raise every chorus to His blood,
And triumph in the power of God."
Beloved, the promise is for the weak, fainting, hoping, longing
child of God, and"The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though earth .-nd hell oppose the way."
Satan must sooner or later yield up his long-held prey. Jesus will
have the reward of His redemption work, and each of His bloodbo,ught ones shall be set up on high, shall dwell on high, shall be with
Him where He is, to share His glory. May we even now enter into
the blessedness of our inheritance and learn the truth daily, as we
war with every enemy from without and within, of " The fear of man
bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be
safe"; for there are some" high" and holy things for the children of
God even now. And they who, knowing His Name and putting their
trust in Him, enter into their privileges, walk their high places, enjoy
sweet and holy liberty, and discover many a Divine treasure of darkness. His salvation is ever" laid up" and" ready" at hand; and
He, Who delighteth in mercy, is not a God afar off, but ever bestowing
the Covenant mercies of David upon His chosen people. Let them
therefore glory in Him and show forth the praises of so great salvation
from day to day in their life, walk, and conversation.

R.
34
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THE FRONTISPIEOE.
ST. MARY-LE-PORT OHUROH, BRISTOL (Interior).

IN presenting to our Readers a view of the Interior of the venerable
OHURCH OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, we would say a few words
on spiritual worship. Those whom the FATHER" seeks" to worship
Him are a spiritual people. Elaborate ritual, costly ornamentation,
artistic services are all consistent with the absence of that spiritual
homage which is due to the MOST HIGH as He has revealed Himself
in the New Testament. The worship of GOD-made worshippers in
no way depends on externals or material accessories. The truest
and most spiritual worship is that from the heart, when the eyes
are closed to all sensible surroundings. What believers need, as
worshippers, is a mind in communion with GOD, a heart sprinkled
from an evil conscience, faith in the Oovenant promises in lively
exercise, and a humble, penitent, praiseful spirit. And these requisites
are graciously bestowed by the FATHER on those whom He " seeks"
to worship Him.
We append some weighty remarks on this subject by the late
Rev. J. O. Philpot:
" Nature, sense, reason, can never go beyond earthly things; thus,
whilst men have no Divine faith they are under the entire influence
of their natural minds; and, as heavenly things can only be seen by
heavenly eyes, they can not receive the things that are invisible.
Things must either be presented to their natural eye, or be such as their
rational understanding can grasp, else they can not and will not receive
them. Now, this explains why a religion that presents itself with a
degree of beauty and grandeur to the natural eye will always be
received by the world, whilst a spiritual, internal, heartfelt, and
experimental religion will always be rejected. The world can receive
a religion that consists of forms, rites, and ceremonies. These are
things seen. Beautiful buildings, painted windows, pealing organs,
. melodious choirs, the pomp and parade of an earthly priesthood, and
a whole apparatus of religious ceremony, carry with them something
that the natural eye can see and admire. The world receives all this
external worship because suitable to the natural mind, and intelligible
to the reasoning faculties. But the quiet, inward, experimental,
Divine religion which presents no attractions to the outward eye,
but is wrought in the heart by a Divine operation-the world can not
receive this."
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,SetIlUln!) nnb j},ote!) of Sermon!).
A

SERMON

PREACHED IN ST. DAVID'S CHURCH, HOLLOWAY, ON THE COMPLETION
OF THE SEVENTH YEAR OF HIS PASTORATE, MAY 4TH, 1873,
BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, VICAR.

" And J acob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him
but a few days, for the love he had to her."-GENEsIs xxix. 20.

THE outcast Jacob-Jacob whom God had blessed-had lately been
in communion with Jehovah at Bethel. He who had just fled his
father's house because of a profane brother's murderous purpose had
been favoured with the consolations of Him Who has in Covenant
promised His aflljcted saints " As one whom his mother comforteth,
so will I comfort you." The strength of His wine had made glad his
heart. The Hebrew of the first verse, accurately rendered in the
margin, is remarkably suggestive. "Then Jacob did lift up his feet
and came into the land of the people of the east." His feet were made
light and swift in running the road which the God of grace and of
providence had opened up for him. Had not the God of his fathers
spoken unto him saying, " Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee
in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this
land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have
spoken to thee of "1 With such a promise from such a God, could
he do other than go on his way rejoicing 1 Those 400 miles, traversed
by the blessed wanderer, were lighted up with the assurance that
whatever might be their termination the Lord could not deny Himself.
The Divine Promiser was the Faithful Performer.
Thus enabled to follow with a ready mind the path of the Lord's
choice. he presently found himself at a spot where his uncle Laban's
flocks were watered, and one, even Rachel, whom Divine purpose had
designed to be his wife, appeared with them. After Jacob bad tarried
a month in the house, Laban agreed that he by serving for seven long
years should have his beloved Rachel, for he was in too poor circumstances to offer any dowry_ Though it is computed by some that
Jacob was 77 years old when for a wife he kept sheep, he yet honestly
and faithfully fulfilled his menial obligations; for there was that
deep secret spring of all true service actuating his daily labours"Jacob loved Rachel." Love makes long and hard services short
and easy_ Hence it is that the obedience of God's own people is called
a "labour of love" (Heb. vi. 10). Can we doubt that Jacob had
hardships to bear through those seven years he spent in Syria 1
Surely not, for the position he held was in itself one of hardship when
compared with that which he formerly enjoyed, for, in Genesis xxv.
27, we are told: "Jacob was a plain man" -a man whose habits
were exactly the opposite of his brother Esau's, whose life was spent
in the fields of sport. Can we question that during his seven years of
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labour he had discouragements and perplexities to bear in the discharge
of his daily task 1 Would there not be times when clouds crossed his
path and the day of desire would seem to be far off 1 Yet, the Holy
Spirit clearly tells us that underlying all there was that which" beareth
all things . . . hopeth all things, endureth all things." When the
burden pressed hard upon the shoulder the thought that all was being
borne for one who was precious beyond all besides would nerve the
willing servant for further effort. The knowledge that it was only
for a season he had need to tend the footsteps of the flock in a strange
land, and then that he would bear away the joy and crown of his
labours, no doubt lent speed and strength to his obedience while he
served those seven years for Rachel whom he loved. Love is a passion,
and is seen most in suffering. "Many waters cannot quench love;
neither can the floods drown it."
Thus, too, it is with the ministers of Christ. They are sent, like
strangers, into a far·off country to win the Bride, the Church, and by
labouring in the Word and doctrine, to bring her out of her natural
father's house and from among her carnal surroundings. The power,
the constraining power, in which they serve too, is the power of love.
No lower motive principle than that of love for the Body of Christ
quickens and constrains the arduous services which the Spirit-sent
minister of the Gospel of grace renders to the souls of his fellow-men.
By referring to the inspired statements of the Apostle Paul you will
find him asserting as the standard of Divine approval " By the Holy
Ghost, by love unfeigned." And as to the reality and fidelity of his
love for the Church of God-the souls committed to his ministerial
trust-you hear him touchingly.addressing them thus: "And I will
very gladly spend and be spent for you [your souls]; though the more
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved." The quenchless love of
the Gospel minister for the blood-bought flock of Christ finds its fitting
expression in the words of the same devoted servant of the saints:
" We were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:
so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have
imparted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, but also our own souls,
because ye were dear unto us." "Yea, and if I be offered upon the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all."
" Remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn
everyone night and day with tears." "I am jealous over you with
Godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one Husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means,
as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ." Mark the
holy jealousy which the loving pastor of souls feels for his flock in
presence of the deadly irn'oads of error, and the evil tendencies of his
day. His love can brook no rival. "All for Christ" is the text of
his life. Whatever comes into competition with the claims of the
Divine Head of the Church must be resisted. The flock, by his faithful
warnings, must be made wise to refuse the cunning and deceitful arts
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of false hireling shepherds, whose only aim is to draw aside the simple
from their Christian simplicity. What patience-what endurancewhat watchfulness-what tender solicitude will not a true pastor of
Christ's fold exhibit whose love for the little ones committed to his
charge is the outgoing of the heart of Jesus Himself, the actings of
that affection and of that sympatby which nothing in heaven and
earth can divert from their purposes of mercy. The joy and crown
of the Gospel minister are the people of whom the great Head of the
Church has given him the spiritual oversight. To see in them the
work of grace begun, continued, and made fruitful in lives of holy
devotion to the will of the Father and the well-being of each other is
his highest desire and fondest prayer. To mark in them a spirit of
worldly conformity, proud self-righteousness, fruitless faith, a low
standard of personal piety, an increasing esteem for outward and
unimportant matters, in the name of religion-these, and the like,
are his grief and anxiety. Yet, in either case, or when both these
cases are found existing side by side, his love for their souls, as the
purcbase of Him Wbo " loved the Church and gave Himself for it,"
will burn on while the Spirit of Christ is daily supplied to meet his
need. The teaching of the text, if we take the passage in a suggestive
aspect, bears out the truth of these observations.
We may note the following particulars :1. A Bride had to be won.
2. Jacob may possess her only by long service.
3. But Jacob loved her greatly.
4. The patriarch's great love therefore made light of the labour
imposed.
Brethren, in my position to-night on the seventh anniversary
of my coming among you in the interests of the Gospel of the
grace of God, there is a singular suitability in the language of the text.
As I look back upon the years-the seven years of my pastorate in
this place-and think upon the blessed tokens for good which the
faithful Lord has been pleased to grant me-when I " remember the
years of the right hand of the Most High "-I can adopt with truth
the substance of the text--" I have served seven years for your souls :
and now they are past they seem unto me but a few days, for the love
that I have to you in the Lord." But note our text.
1. A Bride has to be won. So the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
which, by the Holy Ghost, His ministers are commissioned to preach
is the call of the Bridegroom to His Beloved to leave all for Him. The
Gospel of the grace of God, my hearers, is the 'Word of Divine power.
There is nothing weak about the true, pure, simple Gospel 'Word-it
is the very" power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth."
In the hands of J ehovah, the Spirit, the Gospel I am privileged to
proclaim is irresistible in its efficacy. Sinners, many sinners, no doubt
sit under it from year to year. There are some in this congregation
probably who have heard the Word of God preached for these years
past. They are still dead spiritually, really dead before God. They
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may have a name to live. They may pass for Christians amongst
men, but they have never been quickened and born again of the Spirit.
Now, is this because the Gospel is unable to meet these cases ~ What
saith the Scripture ~ " For unto us was the Gospel preached, as well
as unto them: but the Word preached did not profit them, not being
mixed with faith in them that heard it "-or, as the margin reads,
" Because they were not united by faith to it." All the difference is
found in the hearing of the Word. The Word preached is one. The
hearers are many, and differ just as grace makes them to differ. Has
anyone here to-night faith in hearing the Gospel ~ It is because that
grace has been bestowed. "A man can receive nothing except it be
given him from heaven." Thus, then, the Lord Who knoweth them
that are His-Who knoweth her who is His own Beloved-applies
His preached Word, making it a word of life, of conviction, of peace
through the blood of Christ, and of edification through the Spirit.
Thus it is the Bride is won. The ministers of Christ overcome by the
faithful preaching of the blood of the Lamb, and by the Word of their
testimony, loving not their lives even unto death. How many an
honoured servant of the Lord Jesus has poured out his life in the zeal
he had for the Gospel. Need I more than name that noble champion
of the Truth of God-Augustus Toplady, who fought a good fight in a
few short years, and at thirty·eight fell sword in hand, leaving behind
him an example worthy the adoption of these last days; and Robert
McCheyne, who at a like early age having, in the greatness of his love
and zeal for his Lord and Master, spent all, fainted under the heat
of the noon-day sun. These were instrumental in winning souls_
And the same Gospel, by whomsoever set forth, wins souls. The
work has been going on for seven years in this place. Souls have been
raised from the dead here. Souls have been brought to see all beauty
and desire in Jesus here. Souls have been ricWy favoured here with
near views of Jesus. Here souls have had sweet converse with Jesus.
Some can even adopt the language of the Canticles, and attest that
times there have been when, under the preaching of the Word, "or
ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Ammi-nadib."
A Bride has been won.
2. But the text shows that Jacob may possess Rachel only by long
service. Ab! what labours are those of a living minister of the Truth
in these days of false profession. How great are his trials. Many a
fair promiser withers when the heat of temptation arises. Oh, the
heart-bitterness that a watchful solicitous pastor will be called upon
to endure in this day of sensuousness and self-gratification! How
many that have run well presently turn aside and fall to their old
habits. How often the well-instructed and boasting scribe will be
found sitting in the seat of the scornful and mingling laughter with
their jests. These, and the like, are thorns in the eyes of the Godly
pastor, and by the sins of these is he made to serve. Through the
deeps of anguish must he travail in his office of devotion to the Church.
Dare he forsake his post because it is thus painful and laborious ~
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Shall he he overcome of evil ~ Shall the precious flock be forsakenthe sheep be scattered-the Spirit be grieved-that the exercised
pastor of Christ may find rest and ease! It may not, must not be.
Jacob's service was a long service. The Timothy whom the Spirit
sends into the battlefield must " endure hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ."
3. In the third place, let it be remembered that J acob loved Rachel
greaay. Brethren, look beyond Jacob. Look at Love Incarnate
upon the cross-Jesus crucified for the sins of His people-behold,
what manner of love! Oh, to catch a little spark of that exceeding
great love, and to be ready to " bear all things for the elect's sakes."
Christ bore 'vith Judas for the eleven's sake. He bore with the cross,
with sin, with hell, for the Church's sake! Shall not a minister of
that same Jesus bear much for the sake of the brethren! "For the
love that he had to her," Jacob endured all. Rachel-" beautiful
and well-favoured "-washed in the sin-cleansing blood of the Lamb
and clothed with the comeliness of the all-perfect One-may well
claim the most devoted services of Christ's ministering servants.
" We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves
your servants for Jesus' sake."
The love of a pastor for souls-the souls of God's people, both
called and uncalled-must show itself in many ways in the discharge
of his calling. But chiefly, I conclude from the Word :(a). By the preaching of the Gospel. "It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i. 21).
(b). By the faithful preaching of the Word. "He that hath My
Word, let him speak My Word faithfully" (Jer. xxiii. 28).
(c). By an experimental testimony. "That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word
of life . . . declare we unto you" (1 John i. 1-3).
(d). By distinctive doctrinal statement. "Holding fast the faithful
Word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine
both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers" (Titus i. 9).
(e). By exhortation. "This is a faithful saying, and these things
I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in
God might be careful to maintain good works" (Titus iii. 8).
(f). By edifying. "But speaking the truth in love, [that we] may
grow up into Him in all things, Which is the Head, even Christ"
.(Eph. iv. 15).
(g). And, lastly, by example-as saith the Apostle: "Be ye followers
of me, even as I am also of Christ" (1 Cor. xi. 1).
Then, in the last place, observe that4. The patriarch's great love made light of the labour imposed.

Those seven years" seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he
had to her."
When I look back through the past seven years my soul finds
expression only in the words " What hath God wrought"! Here are
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some who seven years ago were dead in the pit of nature's corruptionnow alive before God! Here are some who then walked in doubt
and fear and trembling, now rejoicing in the light and liberty of the
children of God. What prayers have been heard! What signal
answers given! Many thousands of pounds have been sent from all
parts of the kingdom for the Lord's work in this little despised place!
Public testimony has been borne to the mystery of the providence
which has done these things for a poor and unknown people.
But let me not disguise the fact that dark shadows have sometimes
gathered on this picture of a seven years' sojourn for God's people
whom I love. I therefore to-night earnestly appeal to my people to
be very watchful lest by any means those shadows linger and deepen.
Suffer, then, in conclusion, a few words of exhortation.
i_ Beware of any departure in matters of faith and doctrine from
the old paths, and especially be not ignorant of those modern heresies
which alas! are eating into the vitals of our Church co=unities,
and leading away unstable souls.
ii. Beware of the least departure from the simplicity of Christian
worship, and the substitution of popularity for power in your
devotional gatherings.
iii. Beware of losing interest in the praying- assemblies of God's
people; for depend upon this, that no ministry will profit souls unless
there is a stri'/jing together in prayer for the minister.
iv. Then in your families and in your own chambers let there be
more and more a habit of intercessory prayer(al- That God would be pleased to raise up many more faithful
ministers for the hungering sheep.
(b). That He would in His mercy stem the incoming tide of Romanism, Infidelity, and powerless Evangelicalism.
(c)_ That He would pour out upon the Church at large of the grace
of the Holy Ghost, so that there may be a mighty ingathering of His
elect, and a cutting short of His work in the prospect of our Lord's
return_
(d). And for this place that our district with its teeming thousands
may be visited in a way of gracious power-the careless being led to
consider their ways-the profane to pause at the word of warningthe formalists to be pricked in their hearts and led to the acknowledging
of the power of Godliness-believers awakened to a deeper and more
lively sense of responsibility to labour in the vineyard-and the true
Church of God among us raised continually in its standard of personal
holiness and preparedness for the glorious translation which awaits it.
BE ever on your watch-tower. Do all that thou doest as a man that
waiteth daily for the coming of the Lord; as a man that is looking
always when the heavens should rend, and when the Lord should come
in the clouds to judge the whole earth; as a man always shooting
out his head, looking for the day of salvation.-John Welch.
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NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, RA.
" And His rest shall be glorious."-IsAIAH xi. 10.
THE first part of this chapter is a prophecy of the incarnation of the
Messiah, the Lord of life and glory, the eternal Son of God, and of
the righteousness and peace of His government. We learnt from our
last subject that there was no limitation to His government either in
extent or duration, and this is connected with our present subject.
The verse begins thus-" And in that day there shall be a root of
J esse"; J esse was the father of David, thus pointing out Jesus as the
true Son of David and promised Messiah, " which shall stand for an
ensign of the people "-the people at large-not for the Jews only,
but also for the Gentiles; and He shall be for an ensign, or standard,
to which they shall submit, and under which they shall rally and
fight; "to it .hall the Gentiles seek "-they shall become fellow·heirs
and partakers with the Jews of all the spiritual blessings prepared and
secured by the everlasting Covenant; "and His rest shall be glorious,"
that is, the rest of Christ. And what is the rest of Christ? It is His
Church, and every individual member of which that Church is composed. This is all His delight, and' will be His rest for ever, as it is
said in the Psalms, "-This is My rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I
have desired it."
"His rest shall be glorious." But how and in what way is she
glorious? The Church of Christ has no glory of her own; it participated indeed in glory with Adam, but by him all the glory was lost,
and the Church of God hence became destitute of all creature glory.
So that she has no glory but what she derives from Another, none but
what is connected with her union with Christ and being in Christ.
The glory she had in her original state is completely done away; yet
she is all glory as in a state of grace really and essentially ever since
the sacred an<,l eternal Three met in Covenant jn eternity past. Moreover she shall be thus in possession of the full glory to all eternity to
come. That union that is existing between Christ and His Church
existed from before the foundation of the world, so that it was long
before the fall of Adam, and the fall could not alter the purpose of
Jehovah, or change the plan of His Covenant mercy. And what is true
respecting the Church collectively, is true of every believer composing
the mystical body of Christ, Jew or Gentile, who are renewed by grace,
and brought to seek Christ and rally round Him as the only object of
trust and confidence; for thus it is that their union with Christ in
glory is revealed and made manifest. That is a remarkable expression
of our dear Lord-" And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine
own Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was."
" And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as We are One. I in them "-becoming glory to
them, and causing them to become glorious in and with 1\1e-" I in

538

The Gospel Magazine

them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in One." The
Church of Christ appears glorious indeed as tbe spiritual Body of
Christ, and every individual appears eminently great and glorious
indeed, and this wiII appear if we consider the effect of the union.
Was the Church of Christ involved in the ruin of the fall, and did she
thereby become sinful and polluted, loaded with iniquity, vile, hateful,
and as ugly as hell 1 By virtue of the spiritual union, her pollution is
washed away; the blood of Christ has cleansed all filthiness and
iniqnity from His Body, so that it appears without spot or wrinkle, or
any such thing.
This is strikingly set forth by the Psalmist-" Though ye have
lien among the pots "-though the Church appears filthy and polluted
as they-" though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as
the wings of a dove, covered with silver, and her feathers with
yellow gold"; though they be vile and polluted in consequence of the
fall, yet by virtue of the union with Christ she became cleansed and
completely clean, and appears glorious in the sight of Jehovah. Is
all righteousness of our own as filthy rags 1 Yet holV glorious does
the spiritual Body of Christ appear as clothed in the spotless consummate righteousness of Christ. What was that voice which John heard
spoken but" Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself
ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white, for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."
So again, Is the heart of Jehovah's people just like that of others, full of
evil, every imagination thereof being evil, and only evil, and that continually 1 How glorious is the change by the renewing and regenerating power of the Holy Ghost, and by a new and Divine nature
co=unicated to them, with the law of God written upon it! "The
King's daughter is all glorious within "-(as well as without)-" her
clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the King in
raiment of needlework," pointing out that all beauty and glory exists
with respect to the Chmch. Well might the Psalmis~ say with an
animated heart, " Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God."
Christ and His Church being one, whatever is in Christ and can be
conveyed to them belongs to them; His blood and His righteousness is
theirs, so grace here on earth, and eternal glory in heaven; thus when
the Father contemplates Christ as glorified above He sees His Church,
and when He contemplates His Church He sees Christ; His Chmch
.comely in Christ's comeliness, complete in Him, all fair in His sight,
and all glorious without and within. What angel who now stands
before the throne need be an object of envy to a mystical member of
the spiritual Body of Christ 1 A redeemed and justified sinner is
among the most happy part of the glorious work of J ehovah. How
glorious wiII such appear when their spirits are free from every iniquity
and sin, and reunited to their glorious bodies they appear with Christ
in glory, when the grand representation of St. Paul shall be brought
to pass-" Your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is
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our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory."
" His rest shall be glorious."
We shall attempt now to improve this subject, after giving you so
faint an attempt at an exposition of this portion. We may derive
from hence that which will create in us astonishment at the fresh display we have of the grace and love of Jehovah-that memberR of the
prince of darkness (viewed in themselves) and children of the devil
(for such the beloved of God are, even as others, while in a state of
nature), that such should be taken and made members of Christ and
children of God! Oh, here is a wonderful display of grace and love;
it is what eternity itself will be found too short to contemplate and to
express. The Covenant of Grace was not made with the vessels of
grace as deserving, but as undeserving; it was not made with them in
a state of grace, but in a fallen state, as ruined creatures who had lost
the image of their Maker, and adopted and received the image of the
prince of darkness; and that such should be united to Jesus, and made
part of that glorious Body, of which He is the glorious Head, we may
say, Behold, what manner of love is this, that we should be made
members of Christ, and called children of the living God! There is
not a humble disciple of Jesus that J ehovah does not contemplate in
this glorious way, and happy indeed and blessed of the Lord are such.
But some may be saying, Oh, that it were the case with me! I would
part with everything that I have to know that it were so. There is
indeed no one point the children of men need be so an..xious about, or
need be anxious about at all compared with this-that they are Christ's
and He theirs, that they are part of that Body where He rests. The
great indifference that men discover about this subject is the strongest
proof of their depravity, that they are spiritually dead. Oh, it may be
truly said, that darkness covers the land, and gross darkness the minds
of the people. Men are altogether at ease about the matter, and why
so 1 Because the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
that believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is
the image of.God, should shine unto them. But you may be saying, I
am not of that number; I have a deep concern and am very anxious
about it, my mind is continually dwelling on it; oh, that I and Christ
were one! I am a wretched sinner, and deserving of the wrath of
God; oh, that He would take my soul, and save and deliver me!
This looks like grace, this looks like the work of the Spirit on the
heart; and if it be His work it will be abiding and increasing, not
like that mere profession that may last for a time, and appear strong
and productive in a certain way, but when the right temptation comes
then all vanishes like the morning cloud or the early dew. This is not
the case with the work of the Spirit, which goes on increasing, and
leaves the sinner wretched till there is a good hope of being Christ's,
till he has been led to Jesus; for it is the Spirit's Covenant work not
only to convince of sin, but also to testify of Jesus, and lead the poor
awakened sinner to Him. You may say, I desire, Lord, to rest my soul
on Thee, oh, show me some token for good! Give me to know that
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Thou hast loved me, and united me to Thyself, and that I am part of
that glorious Body which is Thy rest. His promise stands firm; He
has said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Word shall not
pass away"; and" Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast
out"; and you following on to know Him, shall obtain every satisfaction as to this your present union with Christ that you desire; you,
in fact, are a partaker of glory with Him, and you may look forward
to a prospect of future and eternal glory. This is what the Church is
resting on, and on which she is making up all her happiness; for as
Christ rests in His Church, so the Church rests in Christ. And has
she not abundant reason so to do 1 See then the necessity of every
child of God. Some have said, I wish I could enter into the kingdom
of heaven, and see the Lamb's Book of Life, and turn over the pages
till I found my name written there. Oh, that I could see the Saviour's
heart-oh, that it were laid open to my view, and that I could see
my name engraven there with a pen of iron and the point of a diamond,
then should I be satisfied! We may say that the moment tbou didst
flee to Jesus in simplicity and truth the Book was opened to you, and
the heart of Jesus was as it were laid bare before you; for by the
Covenant work of the Spirit on the heart it is clearly revealed that thou
art a partaker of the finished work of the Lamb of God, which was
accomplished for His true and spiritual Body. Is it not here that the
heaven-taught soul will rest 1 We shall find this expressed continually in Holy Scripture. Thus, in the Book of Psalms-" Whom
have I" (here is all his rest, and here heis completely satisfied)-" whom
have I in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon earth that I desire
besides Thee." So in Habakkuk, " I will rejoice in the Lord, I will
joy in the God of my salvation "-here is that on which I will rest and
find support under trying circumstances. What cause is there for
the Church to rest here, as being complete in Christ! Thus shall you
stand when heart and flesh shall fail, and thus shall you stand when
the last trumpet shall be sounded, and the Judge shall appear on His
great white throne to judge the quick and the dead. A state of grace
is an abiding and an unalterable state. The Church is the rest of
Christ, and where He rests with delight, joy, and satisfaction. That
is a remarkable passage in Zephaniah, and it applies to every humble
penitent as truly as it did to Abraham-" The Lord thy God in the
midst of thee is mighty "-the Saviour is mighty to accomplish all that
He has promised-" He will save" with a perfect salvation; "He
.will rejoice over thee with joy, He will rest in His love, He will
joy over thee with singing "-expressive not only of His rest, but
His rest with the highest degree of joy and satisfaction; thus He is
continually expressing Himself, styling His people His jewels, His
special treasure, His peculiar people; nay, they are His inheritance,
the lot of His inheritance, His portion. This is spoken of the Church
at large, but it may be applied to every individual member. How
endearing! and how this tends to draw the soul to Jesus, where there
is any hope of interest in Him; for He says to the least and humblest
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of His disciples-" I have loved thee with an everlasting love," "1
will never leave thee nor forsake thee," thou art a part of My inheritance
and peculiar treasure, and whom I will delight in for ever. He is
not one that changes, He is not of one mind to-day and another tomorrow; He is " Jesus Christ. the same yesterday, and to day, and
for ever."

This subject may be improved as to that part of the Body of Christ
which is tossed with tempest and little comforted, for as members of
Christ's mystical Body such have secured to them the sympathy of
the great and spiritual Head. St. Paul say~, " And whether one
member suffer, all the members suffer with it." Comparing Christ's
spiritual Body with the natural body, onc spiritual member feels for
the sufferings of another, but how much more does the fpiritual Head
feel; for He is not one that can not be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, but was in all points tempted and tried as we are; and He
knows how to feel for everyone that is tempted and in affliction; for
it is said, "Whoso toucheth you totlcheth the apple of His eye,"
showing the sympathy of the Head and the suffering members. This
is strikingly set forth in the case of Paul. He says, " Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou Me 1 " feeling all is done to Himself, so great is His
sympathy. I may be addressing one who is full of trouble, and so
peculiarly so that you can not mention it to anyone, you have not
one to sympathize with you. Know there is One in heaven to
\Vbom you may (and no doubt you do) open your heart, and He is
of more worth than all besides. How this leads the mind to acquiesce
in His dispen"ations, and to trust Him when we can not trace Him,
Who rides in the heavens in thy help, and in His excellency on the
sky. The great Head of the Church is the God of providence, Who
directs all for the benefit of His Church. He is reigning over and
ruling all things, so that when anything presses upon you you may
say-My God is wise, my God and Saviour is good, my God is ruling
all for my benefit in providence and in grace, and He sympathizes
with me. See how this tends to quiet the mind as to everything you
meet with in this vale of tears. St. Paul would say, " I reckon that
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us." Is not this glory indeed, to
be glorious in Christ our Covenant Head, to be accept.ed and complete
in Him 1 :lI1ay this then encourage you to cleave closer and closer
to Jesus. Let whoever will forsake Him aft.er making a profession,
do you determine to cleave to Him in the strength of His grace and in
the spirit of this prayer-" Leave me not, neither forsake me, 0 God
of my salvation." We may say your interest in Him and union to
Him is made manifest by your cleaving to Him at all times. When
. men fall away t.ota.lly, there has been nothing but an appearance. A
profession may stand a great while, and appear fair; hut when the
right temptation comes, then presently there is a falling away, and
such an one is no more seen to walk in the ways of the Lord; whereas
a steady, persevering attachment to the Saviour is a clear proof of
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interest in Him. We may see how vain it is to attempt to separate
between Christ and His Church, and all attempts of Satan to bring
this glorious scheme of the great J ehovah to naught are useless. He
is permitted to sift and to try and to distress the chosen of God and
the members of Christ, but he is not permitted to do any essential
injury so as to separate between Christ and His spiritual Body; for
angels as well as devils are creatures of His and under His power, and
He has triumphed over the prince of darkness and led captivity captive,
and He never will permit Satan or evil angels to exert their power
except so far as it may be for His glory and His Church's good. He
says, " Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further"; "Touch not Mine
anointed, and do My prophets no harm." What He permits will be
found among the all things that work together for good to His beloved
people, to them that love God and are the called according to His
purpose. Are these views things that tend to disturb and disquiet
you 1 There are those that say these high things ought not to be
brought forward, they tend to turn men's brains. How strange is
this! Yet J ehovah has revealed them. They say they deprive men
of their reason, as if J ehovah had overlooked this or forgotten it. A
glorious salvation, contrived and finished in all its parts, and free to
everyone who longs after mercy and salvation-are these high things,
and which tend to distract the believer 1 Oh, no; they are things
that bear you up, and encourage you to go to Jehovah and plead with
Him; and, above all, they tend to accomplish the grand object
J ehovah has in view in all His dealings with men, and that is that all
the glory may be put on His head, and that all the honour may be
due to Him alone, that no flesh may glory in His presence. We may
see this explained by St. Paul. "Where is boasting then 1 It is
excluded. By what law 1 Of works 1 nay, by the law of faith."
Was the salvation of man in any way dependent upon some performance
or doings of his own, then there would be a part of the glory at least
due unto him; but it is by faith, that the glory may be solely due
unto God. Every heart that has been led into an experimental
acquaintance with these things is ready to give all the glory and honour
unto Him-the language of the Church on earth corresponding with
what is singing in heaven; and the language of every redeemed saved
sinner who is now in heaven is this, and doubtless many here on earth
have taken it up as their own-" Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us,
but unto Thy Name give glory." Amen.
WHEN we are scared by the terrors of the justice of God, when we
are dazzled by the arts of His wisdom, and confounded by the splendour
of His majesty, we can take refuge in the sanctuary of His goodness;
this will encourage us, as well as astonish us, whereas the consideration
of His other attributes would only amaze us, but can never refresh us
but when they are considered marching under the conduct and banners
of this.-Charnock.
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"A RAINBOW ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE."
REVELATION iv. 3.
IN studying this sublime subject I look to the Holy Spirit, the Illuminator, tbe Guide into all Truth, for light, for words, for guidance, and
for blessing. There is no doubt at all these words are of prophetical
siguificance as well as spiritual; but leaving the prophetical aspect I
want just now for a few minutes to look with my readers through that
opened door (" Behold, a door was opened in heaven," verse 1), and
gaze upon that wonderful and glorious throne, and the One seated upon
it with the rainbow round about it.
The throne-the seat of majesty and the place of power. We are
accustomed in our earthly usages to understand that the sovereign
sits upon the throne only on state occasions, to display the majesty of
the crown and the authority of the sceptre. The throne is therefore
an emblem of royal state, of exalted position, of highest dignity. The
throne is constantly mentioned in this Book of Revelation. St. John's
wonderful vision of the final winding up of all earthly systems and the
glorious brightness of eternal joy frequently centres round the throne.
In shOlt, a door is opened in heaven through which we see the splendour of the Divine presence, on the throne of His glory, dominating
the whole scene.
It is not upon the throne that we love so much to dwell, excepting that we rejoice in the visible exaltation of Him Who so loved us.
Our longing eyes turn to Him Who sat upon the throne Who gave
Himself for us. I do think the most comforting assurance concerning
the throne is that in Revelation v. 6: "Lo, in the midst of the throne
. . . stood a Lamb as It had been slain." Oh! dear reader, is not
that description of infinite consolation to you and to me 1 Splendour
dazzles, majesty overawes, but to see the Lamb slain-slain for usthere appearing even in the midst of the throne an ever-present witness
and substitute for the sins of His people, that is indeed full of comfort.
" A Lamb as It had been slain "-the Lamb of God. The glad new
song as the four beasts and four-and-twenty elders fell down before
the Lamb was: "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by
Thy blood." Again, the ascription of praise from the" many angels"
with the beasts and elders and the thousand times ten thousand and
thousands of thousands was: "Wolthy is the Lamb That was slain
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing." He is further described in chapter xiii. as
" the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." So we see how
in purpose and in deed and in perpetual manifestation His redeeming
blood speaks for us. Furthermore, we read the Lamb "shall feed
them and lead them," they shall" follow the Lamb." Indeed, this
sacred Book and the sacred visions are full of the Lamb. He is the
All in all throughout. We read of the throne of God and the throne
of the Lamb, He is exalted above all. The Lamb and the throne. It
is ever thus. The cross and the crown, the strife and the victory.
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" One That sat upon the throne:" He That sat was to look upon
like a jasper-or diamond, as I find some commentators infer it was.
In chapter xxi., verse 11, we 'read: "A stone most precious, even like
a jasper stone, clear as crystal." He That sat upon the throne" was
to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone." The sardine stone
was probably our red cornelian. May we not from this conclude that
the Sitter upon the throne was to look upon, peace, glory, and crimson
redemption. Oh! what a glorious sight, what a reassuring sight, for
the blood-bought sinner, for the ransomed throng.
Then let us gaze for a few minutes upon the rainbow round about
the throne. All round-no gap. It speaks to the hearts of God's
children of the clouds that catch the sunlight, the tears, the sorrows,
the tribulations, of the time-state, all glistening in the light of heaven,
with the sun-rays of His love shining upon all, and transmuting them
into rainbow colours of beauty indescribable. The rainbow was
visible all round the throne. Child of God, see, thy every tear is in
His sight. Even in the glory seated on His throne He beholds thy
sorrows. They girdle His throne, and He permeates them with His
love, His shining beauty. For shining indicates His favour, the light
of His countenance. "I know their sorrows; and I am come down
to deliver." He not only delivers but turns into brightness-" Your
sorrow shall be turned into joy." "Ye now therefore have sorrow:
but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no
man taketh from you." Ah! He counts the tears of repentance, the
tears shed for Him, the tears of His dear people. They shall glisten
Up There round the throne in the rainbow, all shining in His glory.
" In sight like unto an emerald." Green-the most refreshing of all
colours, symbolizing God's consolatory promises in Christ to His
people.
Moreover, the most precious thought in connection with the rainbow
is that it is a token of God's Covenant with His dear people. In the
days of Noah, He said, " I do set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be
for a token of a Covenant between Me and the earth." He added later
on: "The bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I
may remember the everlasting Covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is upon the earth." In heaven He still remembers His Covenant. He sees the Lamb as It had been slain, and He
remembers His Covenant with Him. "There is no arrow in His
Covenant bow of promise," as one has well said. It is an arrowless
bow; a bow of loving remembrance and not of wrath. Thus the
shining rainbow round about the throne is a constant reminder to Him
of His Covenant in Christ" ordered in all things and sure." How
condescendingly He adapts His language to our understandings! " I
will remember "-for He never forgets. "They may forget, yet will I
not forget." He assures His people that even in the midst of glory
His rainhow-girdled throne is the earnest of His never-ceasing Covenant
love and faithfulness. Believer, He hath fenced thee all round and
everywhere with His loving provision. "Thou shalt comfort me on
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every side"; "Thou shalt compass me about [or, encircle] with songs
of deliverance."
" A rainbow round about the throne." He told His disciples, " In
the world ye shall have tribulation." He did not stop there, but in
tenderest love He added, " But be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world." He had that Covenant rainbow in view, and He very
graciously gives strength to the faint, medicine to the sick, and joy
to the sorrowful. One of His disciples who saw much of Him, who
walked and talked with Him during His earthly life, wrote, " Now
for a season "-ouly for a season-" if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations "-or trials-" that the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory
at the appearing of Jesus Christ." Trial found unto glory-transformed. Rainbow tears gilded with the beams of the Sun of Righteousness round about His throne. "Our light amiction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory." The very sorrow is turned into exceeding joy, the
clouds into shining rainbow light. "And aye the dews of sorrow are
lustred with His love."
" A rainbow round about the throne." The suffering of the Lamb
of God was linked with glory. It was ever so. It was with the
Redeemer as with the redeemed. He left His throne and His Father's
House to bear the sins of His people that He might bring many sons
unto glory. He died that they might live. He suffered that they
might reign.
Ab! when we behold Him as He is, how full of rapture we shall benot with the throne, not with the glory, but with Himself. As we
draw nearer the shining Home above, this one longing possesses usHIMSELF.

It is passing sweet to contemplate the prospect of Home reached, of
the wilderness journey all behind, of the glad welcome of the dear ones
gone before who were linked with us in such strong ties spiritually
here. It is passing sweet to think of sin and death and sorrow and
pain gone for ever; to think of rapturous, unclouded, unending communion; but oh! these are as nothing compared with the all·absorbing,
all-entrancing, wondrous sight of Himself, the Beloved, the Altogether
Lovely, ""Who gave Himself for me," and loved with an everlasting
love. I shall be satisfied-satisfied with the joy that only Himself can
impart, and He shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied too.
" Ab t more than a;ll I long
His glories to behold,
Whose smile fills all that radiant tlrrbng
With ecstasy untold:
That bright, y"t. tender, smile,
My sweetest welcome. there,
Shall cheer me through the 'little while'
I tarry for Him here."
NETTlE.
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SOME INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF ELISHA.
" Is any thing too hard jar the Lord? "-GENESIS xviii. 14.

THE call of grace ie invariably followed by the call to service. The
call of grace in Elisha's case, as described in 1 Kings xix. 19-21, is
most graphic and instructive. May the Holy Spirit open our eyes to
behold wondrous things as we dwell on it and on two other incidents
in the life of Elisha, and may we gain profit and help from their
consideration.
Elisha was ploughing. More often than we realize, perhaps, the
voice of the Spirit comes to us and will be heard in the midst of some
every-day occupation. Notice also that twelve men were ploughing
with twenty-four oxen. We know nothing of eleven of the~e men,
save that they were ploughing that day before Elisha. The twelfth
man with the twelfth yoke of oxen was the only man touched by
Elijah's mantle on this occasion. That was the certain call of electing,
discriminating grace. How often we see it thus. One out of numbers
who have heard a special sermon; one out of many who belong to a
Bible Class or Sunday School Class; one out of several Scripture
Reading Union members, gives sudden indication of having been bOin
again. The call of grace is a distinct call. When the Spirit of God calls
to a soul He is heard by that soul. And He calls one here and another
there. Eleven men that day did not hear the call, as far as we know.
And the man who was called immediately responded. He was endued
with a new spirit, and from that time on was fitted for service. It
would appear that Elisha was the master man, seeing that he was the
last of the twelve, apparently supervising the work of the eleven in
front of him. This is also borne out by the fact that he evidently had
the right to slay the oxen and use the ploughing instruments in making
a final feast for" the people" before" he arose, and went after Elijah,
and ministered unto him" (verses 20, 21). Have we used, aye, and
that at once, as Elisha did, our " oxen" and" instruments" in His
service and for His glory as we might and as we ought to have done?
May our hearts make solemn answer to Him. And shall we not plead,
perhaps as never before, that we may serve Him with our body, soul,
apd spirit which are His-that ourselves and all that we possess may
be wholly used in His service? Elisha was only one of several busy
at their daily work, but the dead' soul was quickened by the living call
of grace, and was thenceforth a living soul for service-" he arose, and
went after" and" ministered." Such waS Elisha's call-sudden
but sure. And God's call is always sure, although not always
sudden.
Then comes a break in his history, and we do not hear of him again
till 2 Kings ii. There we read of the parting of the friends, Elijah and
Elisha, some ten years later. I would just dwell for a moment on
verse 10. How often that grand, "nevertheless, if" with its sequel
has been a token and an encouragement to the tried child of God.
" Thou hast asked a hard thing." We have often done that of our
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Lord. Sometimes in our fear that our prayer would not be granted,
we have told Him, " Thou hast shewed Thy people hard things." And
at other times faith has prevailed over fear, and we have reminded Him
believingly, "There is nothing too hard for Thee." Yet Elijah's
"nevertheless, if," is followed by a "but." So sometimes with our
God. Perchance we ask amiss-it would not be really well for us to
have the request granted. So when we plead for definite things
remembering this "nevertheless, if", we must also bear in ind
that" but" is the Lord's own prerogative. He has a Father's right,
because He knows what is best for us, to withhold what we ask for.
Still, we must ask on, we must ask often, we must ask always, and we
must meanwhile wait patiently for Him. We may rest assured that
" The Lord shall give that which is good," "No good thing will He
withhold fro them that walk uprightly" (Psalms Ixxxv. 12 and
lxxxiv. 11).
When the parting between Elijah and Elisha ,,,as over, Elisha would
realize that he was left alone-bereft of his companion; he also realized
that his petition had been granted. He returned over J ol'dan. Have
there not been times in our lives when we have felt that we have gone
almost over Jordan with our loved ones as they entered the glory
land? They had gone whence there was no returning, but we had
to come back to every-day duties. It was so with Elisha now. However lonely he might feel, he must take up the threads of life and go
on living. How intensely difficult this sometimes is only those know
who have gone through well-nigh overwhelming bereavement. Elisha
" took the mantle . . . and smote the waters." Success was vouchsafed by the Lord. "The sons of the prophets . . . saw" it and
naturally made their comment. "They said, The spirit of Elijah doth
rest on Elisha." Hitherto he had only been Elijah's minister or
servant. Now he stands before them in a new light, as a prophet and
Elijah's successor. We read that they sought his permission to seek
Elijah. At first he definitely refused their request, and said, "Ye
shall not send," but afterwards he wavered, and finally said, " Send."
There surely he failed. And in this incident there is a practical lesson
for us. We, too, if we are the Lord's servants, shall be put forward in
service. And the Lord leads His servants on and increases their
work, and ofttimes by that their difficulties, as He sees them able
and desirous to serve Him. Shall we stand the tests that will come?
How well for us, beloved, to remember that the Lord overrules our
mistakes, as well as forgives our sins. Our very errors and blunders
are safe in His hands, because He can bring good out of them. And
the same Lord Who calls us to the service will give us grace to stand the
tests. They must come, but we shall not fail if we look to Him for
wisdom and keeping power. May His Spirit within us make us always
prayerful and watchful.
We next read of the" men of the city" saying to Elisha, " Behold,
I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth :
but the water is naught, and the ground barren." And Elisha was
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allowed and enabled to bring healing to the waters. He said, "Bring
me a new cruse, and put salt therein." "And he went forth unto
the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith
the Lord, I have healed these waters." There was no self-sufficiency
-he attributed the healing directly to the Lord. How we long to be
kept so near to our God that we may be used by Him as His messengers of mercy!
We may be very sure that when the world recognizes us as Ohrist's
disciples we shall be met by tests from within and from without; and
such testing will continue all through our Ohristian life and progress_
We shall be no sooner out of one conflict, than we shall find ourselves
in another. The Ohristian's life is both a race and a warfare_ A race
-which involves constant activity; and a warfare-which involves
constant fighting. No surrender and no turning back are two of our
watchwords. How shall we compass this race and fight 1 Only in
the strength of the Lord and through His keeping power. "The race
is not to the swift." May the Lord God of Elijah and Elisha give us
the heavenly grace, wisdom, and patience that VIe need. May we be
" filled with the Spirit," and remember always that the arm of flesh
will fail us, and that we must look up perpetually and steadily to draw
our strength and power from the God of all grace and the God of all
sufficienoy. We may also glory in the fact that it is only the Lord's
power in us that can make us of any use or service. We, it may be,
like Elisha, can" cast in " the" salt," but only the Lord can do the
healing. The new heart must be created by the Spirit of God, but we
can go "forth unto the spring of the waters" and tell our fellowcreatures of their need. Yes, and point them to the Lord's fulness_
And our sowing, watered ofttimes with burning tears, neay bring forth
a God-given and a God-watered harvest. Let us " cast" the" salt"
in faith and prayer, and may God give the healing.
In the fullest, deepest sense, the Lord Jesus Ohrist " went forth unto
the spring of the waters" and" healed" the" waters" for us. He
" went forth" even unto death. The spring of His own life-blood was
" the salt" He " cast" in. And then truly, " Thus saith the Lord, I
have healed these waters." "There shall not be from thence any
more death" in the waters of death to the believer. We may go
through the -we shall, if the Lord tarry-but they can neither
drown nor destroy us. The Lord has tasted death for His people, that
His people may go through it unharmed. "0 taste and see that the
Lord is good . . . there is no want to them that fear Him." "The
Lord is· good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth
them that trust in Him." We may praise, too, that He is not only a
strong hald for His people, but that He is also a strong holder of His
people. He will never cast us off or forget. us, however often we fail
and fall, for He hath said, "I will uphold thee with the right hand of
My righteousness;" and "Underneath are the everlasting arms."

Clapton, N.E.

ELEANOR OONVERS BOWER.
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GLEANINGS FROM THOMAS BOSTON.
.. THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED.
"THE knowledge of Christ crucified excels all other knowledge in
point of duration and continuance. That head which carries the
richest cargo of human learning, will very soon he emptied of all, and
laid down, cold, and senseless, and silent in a grave. The knowledge
of policy, the art of war, languages, laws, customs, and histories, will
be just as useless the moment after death as the knowledge of the
meanest mechanic; but the h'"Ilowledge of Christ will go along with us
into the eternal world; and the more it is improven here, it will be so
much the more dilated hereafter. Now these things being duly
considered, we need not wonder that Paul determined to know nothing
but Jesus Christ and Him crucified; and that he counted all things
but loss, for the excellency of this knowledge.
" How necessary is the experimental knowledge of Christ to ministers
of the Gospel! Let them have the richest cargo of gifts and learning
you can suppose, yet, without this, they are but very poorly furnished
for their office, and the discharge of it is more likely to be the drudgery
of their lives, than the delight of their souls.
" A preacher of Christ, yet not a believer in Christ! a minister of
Christ, yet a servant of sin! What monstrous connections are these 1
, Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself 1
thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal 1 ' (Rom. ii.
21.) In short, those who preach Christianity, without real and saving
impressions of it upon their own hearts, are no better than actors upon
a stage, where a villain often personates the most virtuous character,
and where all is mere fiction.
" Christianity being designed for the benefit of mankind at large,
it is plain and easy, and calculated for the weakest capacity, so that
people of humble life, and of little penetration, may make great
proficiency therein. It is true, indeed, there are in the Scriptures
things hard to be understood, difficulties that exercise the judgment
of the greatest scholars; but, then, these are remote from the essentials
of Christianity, and people may remain ignorant of them without
~ndangering their eternal salvation; whereas, the things absolutely
necessary to be known are Clrpressed in such plain terms, that he who
runs may read them. There are, in the Scriptures, shallow places
where lambs may wade, as well as depths where elephants may swim;
and while learned men and disputers of this world contend about
.chronological difficulties, or critical niceties, the meanest and weakest
of the household of faith may rest satisfied, yea, be full of joy, 'while
they know nothing but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
" The Gospel is the history of God acting in t,riune economy for the
recovery of mankind ;-it contains the grandest plot, plan, and contrivance that ever bred in the breast of God, and which lay hid there
from all eternity ;-it is the mystery of God, and of Christ; 'even the
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mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but noW
is made manifest to His saints' (Col. i. 26). This gloriouslGospel
opens up unto us the love, grace, and manifold wisdom of the Father;
the Person, natures, offices, and grace of the Son; the Person,
nature, operations, and influences of the Holy Ghost, as the prime
minister in the mediatory Kingdom :-it solves the grand problem of
the heathen world, namely, the origin of moral evil, and, at the same
time, discovers the only remedy for it ;-it points out the universal
corruption of human nature, and the only mean of its renovation ;it brings life and immortality to light, and opens unto us a joyful
prospect beyond the gloomy shades of death and of the gI'ave. These
grand and important things, which the very angels desire to look into,
are the subject of the Gospel, and, therefore, in point of sublimity,
it excels all other knowledge.
'
" Angels, who excel in knowledge as well as strength, delight themselves at present, and will do so through eternity, in contemplating
this wisdom. It is in the studying of Christ as in the planting of some
new-discovered country. At first men sit down upon the skirts and
borders, and there they dwell, till they search farther into the heart
of the country. And, indeed, my brethren, those who have made
the greatest progress in the study and knowledge of Christ crucified,
are but yet on the borders of this vast continent. 'For now we see
as through a glass, darkly; but then face to face', 'For we know in
part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is
come, then that which is in part shall be done away' (1 Cor. xiii. 12;
9, 10).
" Arts and sciences, it must be acknowledged, have their usefulness;
philosophy is a valuable thing; but, alas! of how little account are
they, when compared with the knowledge of Christ crucified 1 What
though a man perfectly understand the heavenly bodies, in their
nature, motions, and influences 1 Yea, what though a man understand all the secrets of nature, and could unravel her, from the sycamore to the cedar 1 If he is ignorant of Jesus Christ, 'the Sun of
Righteousness: ' the Bright and Morning Star,' he, with all his cargo
of knowledge, must be lost and ruined for ever.
" When one is deeply plunged in distress, all the fine speeches of
Seneca, the smart sayings of Epictetus, and the solemn counsels of
.Antoninus, prove but Joh's comforters: and a single sentence of the
Bihle, sent home upon the heart by the Holy Ghost, affords infinitely
greater consolation than all the philosophers put together. The sweet
sense and experience of this made a great and good man express
himself after this manner, in a letter to a friend :-' I desire to bless
His holy Name Who has delivered me from the painful pursnit of
what they call learning, and from the foolish pleasure of venting the
little of it that I know. I write it on all my books, and desire to have
it engraven upon my heart: "I determined to know nothing but
Jesus Christ and Him crucified." , "
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"RESIGNATION TO THE WILL OF GOD.

" , Let Him do to me as seemeth good unto Him.'-2 SAM. xv. 26.
" To pray absolutely for exemption from trouble while we are in this
world, is not agreeable to the Will of God, nor is there any instance
of this in Scripture, and so it can never be accepted of God: and to
pray positively, without making a reserve to the wise disposal of God,
for deliverance from any particular trial, has as little of the Christian
in it as the former, and must sound ungratefully in the ears of the
Hearer of prayer.
" The resigned Christian is one who thinks well of God, and approves
of His conduct as holy, just, and good, though it be deep and mysterious
to him. He will not take upon him to prescribe rules and methods
to the only wise God, like the murmuring unmanageable souls, who
are full of big swelling reasonings against God and His providence.
Oh, how many are the sophisms of unbelief! The solid reasonings
of faith say, ' He hath done all things well.'
" It was a most blasphemous speech of one, that if he had been in
the Divine Council, he would have ordered things much better than
he thought God had done: and yet that poor miscreant did but speak
out what secretly lurks in the hearts of all natural men. We may
lay it down as a certain rule, that whosoever are not the subjects of
God's Kingdom of Grace, can never be dutiful subjects in His Kingdom
of Providence. A man who is not pleased ,vith the grace of God, will
never be pleased with His providence, except in so far as it enables
him to please his own self-will. When Paul became a subject of the
Kingdom of Grace, his first petition was, 'Lord, what wilt Thou have
me to do! '
" Believers are resigned to the Will of God, as to all the afflictions
which befall them in the course of their lives; and this takes in various
things. They are resigned with respect to the kind of their afflictions.
Heaven is the workshop, so to speak, where crosses are made; and
there are various kinds of them: but were the resigned Christian to
have them all laid before him, and allowed to lift anyone of them that
he thought himself best able to bear, he would absolutely decline
choosing for himself, and humbly desire of the Lord that He would
choose for him; and in doing so, he would discover much wisdom as
well as resignation: for never was a stone in the building more fit for
its place than the cross chosen by the Lord for the shoulders of the
Christian who bears it.
" Real Christians are resigned, as to the continuance of their trials.
Some are afflicted in one period of their lives, and some in another,
and some all the days of their appointed time. If it is the will of God
that we shall have no respite .till we lie down in our graves, we must
lay our hands on our mouths, and say, ' Good is the will of the Lord;
let it be done.'
" Believers· are resigned to the will of God, with respect to their
removal out of this world: and this is a matter of very great con-
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sequence. It is a piece of the mystery, and of the trial of faith, that
the Christian's way· to heaven should be through death and the grave:
that after a stormy and tempestuous life, he must set his feet into the
cold and deep waters of Jordan, before he can tread upon the promised
land. The Christian is resigned with respect to death, absolutely
considered, as it is a separation of the essential parts of human nature,
eoul and body. Death has carried on a war against human nature,
ever since sin invaded it; and since there is no discharge in that
warfare, the Christian resolves to engage in it, hoping to be victorious
through his Redeemer. The Christian is resigned, with respect to the
manner of his death, whether it be natural or violent, sudden or
lingering. Paul speaks out a resigned temper in this matter, Acts
xxi. 13 : 'I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem
for the Name of the Lord if esus.'
" It is an happy thing for believers, that their times are wholly in
the hand of God: that He has the sole power of retaining and dismissing their spirits. Were people allowed to choose the time of their
leaving the world, what disorder would it occasion! Some would be
for staying longer in the world than God has use for them; and others
would be for going away before they had finished their day as an
hireling. In a fit of grief, or hour of temptation, they would cry out
with Job, ' to be hid in the grave,' though God had more work to be
accomplished by them. The real Christian resolves to be still doing,
till the Great Master say, Stop: then he cheerfully resigns his saved
soul into the hands of God his Saviour.
" When Manasseh was under aflliction, and got good by it, it is said
that then he ' knew that the Lord He was God.' One great lesson
to be learned in the school of aflliction is, to know God; and it is long
before we learn this aright. If we did, we should not be so stiff-necked
and rebellious under His holy hand.
" Men of power often want wisdom to direct them in the execution
of their power, for great men are not always wise, and so their power
degenerates into tyranny and oppression, and often ends in the ruin
both of the ruler and the ruled. But the Generalissimo of the world,
the great Pilot of the universe, is God, only and infinitely wise. All
His measures are laid with such depth of wisdom that nothing can
disconcert them. He sees into all possible futurities, so that no event
can surprise Him. However the sons may be alarmed, His holy and
wise hand is always at the upper end of the chain, and He knows and
moves every link of it. He sets all the wheels in motion, from the
least to the greatest, and they move no way without His direction.
There can not so much as a hair fall to the ground, without His will.
This we think a very trivial thing. and yet there is a Divine .hand in it.
The bullets fly promiscuously in the day.of battle, yet they are so under
the direction of God that they pass by those whom He intends to save
alive.
"A beautiful line of wisdom runs through the whole scene of
Providence, which challenges an entire and absolute resignation. The
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world has now lasted nearly six thousand years; and, during that
vast period, there have been strange convulsions and commotions
in it. But we may challenge both men and devils to name but one
event of Providence, from the creation of the world to this very day,
that can in the least impeach the wisdom of its Governor. Your most
accomplished statesmen and politicians have been guilty of great
imprudencies; they have committed most notorious blunders iu their
public conduct. But our God has not only the management of this
and the other petty kingdom, but He also presides over this whole
world, and likewise over the other world, that world of spirits; yet
never was there, is there, or shall there be, one piece of maladministration in all His dominions; therefore be you absolutely resigned
to the conduct of this wise God, Who is ' wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in working.'
"Resignation is the way to get good of all your afflictions. It
will turn all your crosses into mercies. They who are so impatient,
that they must have the plaster presently removed, need not be
surprised that the sore is not whole. Those who patiently endure the
trial, shall at last be brought out of the furnace shining and pure as
gold, Job xxiii. 10. Know, then, that the end of your afRictions is
your sanctification. And if ever you would attain that blesEed end,
be resigned: wait the Lord's time. If He casts you down, lie·still till
His own hand lift you up; and then you shall stand and never fall."

CHRIST THE DOOR OF THE SHEEP.

" I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall
go in and out, and find pasture."-JoHN x. 9.
BESIDES the doctrine in the text, which is of vital importance, there
is in it a very blessed experience asserted of the free grace and Divine
power of Christ the Good Shepherd as wrought in the hearts of His
own sheep, redeemed by His most precious blood, and led and fed by
Him. There is also in it a Divine assurance and pledge concerning
all those to whom He is the alone door into the fold, and that assurance
is their present complete and eternal .salvation in and by Him and
Him only.
As the Mediator between God and man Christ is the door, for there
can be no coming unto the Father but by Him. So Paul to Timothy:
"For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men,
the Man Christ Jesus." By the word of Christ Himself, "I am
the door," and by the Holy Spirit's confirmation of it (1 Tim. ii. 5),
it is manifest and conclusive that all other so-called mediators
are shut out. But how many thousands to-day are seeking the
favour and approbation of God, yea, are seeking acceptance with
God, by the intervention of mediators other than Christ and Christ
alone, after the tradition of men. It is nowhere said of the Virgin
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Mary that she has gone into heaven to make intercession for sinners
on earth, but of Christ it is so said: "For Christ is not entered into
the holy places made with hands, which"-by God's appointment and
Moses' precept--" are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us " (Heb. ix. 24). "Christ
That died, yea rather, That is risen again, Who is even at the right
hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us" (Rom. viii. 34).
" Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved"
(Acts iv. 12). These most .precious Scriptures testifying that Christ
alone is the Mediator, are quite sufficient to stamp the Church of
Rome as false and to be rejected. And no less in the hand of the
Eternal Spirit have these passages been found sufficient to deliver
poor blinded papists from that snare of the devil, by whom they were
taken captive at his will.
As the only Redeemer of God's elect is Christ the door. Their
numerous sins, iniquities, and transgressions had, so to speak, blocked
up the way and barred all access to God as a God of holiness, justice,
and truth. But Christ their appointed Redeemer by His sufferings
and sin-atoning death hath removed "the iniquity of that land in
one day," removed their transgressions as far from them as the east
is from the west, yea, hath so put them away by the sacrifice of Himself that if sought for they never can be found. His sheep having
in Him redemption through His blood and the forgiveness of sins,
find Him by the illumination of His Spirit and that faith which is
His own gift and work in their hearts, the door of entrance into a felt
sense of their acceptance in the Beloved and into a tasting that He is
gTacious, and into a feeling of the love of God in Him by the Spirit's
grace and power.
Christ by His obedience is the door of the sheep, as it is said, "So
by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19).
The Divine Suretyship obedience of Christ the Son of God on behalf
of all His sheep given Him of the Father before time, is that very
thing whereby, entering into a saving spiritual knowledge of God and
His Son Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent, they are no thieves or robbers
of any of the Divine perfections, but are true men. And as thus
coming back to God by Him, the door, they are declared by God
Himself to be the righteous nation which keepeth the Truth, to whom
entrance into His immediate presence is assured (compare Revelation
xxii. 14 with Isaiah xxvi. 2).
How very blessedly Toplady speaks of entering in, in a way of
heartfelt experience, by Christ the door :~,

Sweet to rejoice in lively hope,

That, when my change shall come,
Angels will hover round my bed,
And waft my spirit Home.
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.. There shall my disimprison'd soul
Behold Him and adore;
Be with His likeness satisfied,
And grieve and sin no more.

.. Shall see Him wear that very flesh
On which my guilt was lain;
His love intense, His merit fresh,

As tho' but newly slain.
11

Soon too my slnmb'ring dust shall hear
The trumpet's quick'ning sound;

And, by my Saviour's power rebuilt,
At His right hand be found."
And what blessed pasture did that dear man of Truth find all the
time he went in and out among the people of God, in his public and
private worship of God in Christ Jesus, and in his contending for the
sovereign grace of God's Gospel against the errors of man's merit, free
agency, and universal grace. As Enoch found pasture in his walking
with God, as Noah, and as Abraham, so do God's quickened and called
elect to-day, that is, in their measure, the which, as it is a day of small
things, is small. The sheep of Christ as fed in a fat pasture, even
God's electing, redeeming, and sanctifying grace, become strong in
the Lord and in the power of His might. They find pasture by the
Holy Spirit's grace and power in their souls when they hear the
preached Word at the mouth of a sent servant, not an hireling (Ezekiel
xxxiv.); when they sing praises with the spirit and with the understanding also; when they read and meditate on the sovereign truth
and grace of God, and when He draws nigh unto them in closet prayer.
They find pasture, they at times come upon it in all its choice greenness, freshness, abundance, and it is proved to be to them a feeding
time (Song of Solomon i. 7).
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THE BLESSED PEOPLE.
A GOOD old man-the senior deacon-sat in his usual corner near the
pulpit. The sermon had not long begnn when he suddenly left his
seat, hurried out of the Chapel, and away. In the evening he explained
to his inquiring minister that the relative with whom he lived partly
as a dependent was from home, and had left him responsible; that it
had come into his mind with great force that he had not closed the
front door. He had walked the two-and-a-half miles' hot walk in
full fear of finding house and garden in the possession of thieves. But
the house with locked door was as he had left it-himself only had been
robbed and spoiled. He did not say, but it may be that during the
quiet afternoon he looked up in the Bible the promise to the children
of Israel that when they went to appear before the Lord in worship no
man should" desire their land." And he would turn to Him Who,
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though we believe not, yet abideth faithful; lament his weakness and
frailty; plead the precious and ever-to-be-pleaded blood of Jesus;
encourage his heart in unchangeable love, and look for the day of final
victory, saying in the meantime to the devil, " Rejoice not against me,
o mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise." And Satan would find
himself defeated where he thought he had won.
How completely did God make provision for His wilderness flock,
meeting them at every turn and in their every misgiving, arranging
and commanding for every contingency. There was no state where
His voice of comfort and guidance was not heard; no prospect of
shortage in the creature that was not met by certainty of sufficiency
in Him. So, in Leviticus xxv. where He commanded a Sabbath of
rest for the land, He hastened to dispel all apprehension of hunger.
" If ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? Behold, we
shall not sow, nor gather in our increase: then I will command My
blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for
three years." They would never go short by doing al He said. How
sweet it would be to the spiritual Israelite to contemplate what the
blessing of the Lord means. It makes up for everything. It meant
in old times that a shout brought down the walls of Jericho; that
three hundred men without weapons defeated an army " like grasshoppers for multitude"; that a stone and a sling brought deliverance
to a nation_ (Happy was the nation that had God for its help, that
did as He said-rested on the seventh day and sought His blessing for
the six. If He says it is vain to rise early and sit up late, how more
than vain it must be to trample on His ordinances and openly to
despise His laws.)
In the Mosaic blessing of the tribes, there is a prayer offered ob.
behalf of Levi: "Bless, Lord, his substance, and accept the work of
"his bands." Rich prayer of faith! for" Levi had no inheritance among
his brethren." The Lord-" Who calleth those things which be not
as though they were "-was his inheritance. It is His blessing that
makes rich; it is not the abundance of the creature. John Warburton,
late of Trowbridge, when once preaching in Liverpool, left the pulpit
full of shame and not knowing where to hide his head, he had been so
shut up. But a gracious soul met him on the road, and told him what
a blessed time she had had; she had gone in condemned like the
publican, she had come out justified. God had given the increase.
He impoverishes and empties that His own Name may be exalted,
that His blessing may be much set by. "Thy blessing is upon Thy
people," never to be taken off nor diminished. He has blessed, yea,
and they shall be blessed. No curse can ever reach them, for it has
been everlastingly removed. Sorrows, joys, afflictions, fears, enlargements, all are blessed, in their coming in, in their going out. All
things are for good to those typified in the Aaronic days-" They shall
put My Name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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U1'l"ION.
"I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect
in one. "-JOHN xvii. 23.

THESE words chosen by way of text are contained in the prayer OUl"
Lord offered before going over the brook Cedron to be betrayed. Men
treasure the last words of philosophers, explorers, scholars, but one
fears more often than not this prayer of the God-Man, Christ Jesus,
goes unseen, unnoticed; yea, and God's people when in a natural
spirit are cold and indifferent when they read it.
We find in verse 9 for whom our Lord prayed this prayer: "I pray
not for the world, but for them which Thou hast given Me." Then
they are His. Yes, His by gift, and His by purchase, and His in
creation. The words we have chosen speak of union, and evidently
refer to God's people. The Lord Himself discriminates between
them and the world. And why 1 Because He will not give His glory
to another, and no flesh shall glory in His presence. "The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned." "All men have not faith," and this is the
gift of God. The gifts and calling of God are without repentance
because His mercy is from everlasting. The Lord says, " Thou lovedst
Me before the foundation of the world"; so then, as the Father has
loved this people even as He has loved their Saviour, this union must
be traced from before the foundation of the world. As oue of OUl"
poets puts it:.. In union with the Lamb,
From condemnation free,

The saints of God for ever were,
And shall for ever be."
" I in them "-The Second Person of the adorable Trinity, gloriou~
in holiness, doing wonders, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit, inhabiting eternity, daily the delight of His Father,
admired by the angel" who kept their first estate, feared and trembled
at by devils and the hosts of Satan.
" Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me." A blessed union
this! From everlasting to everlasting His people loved by the Father,
Son, and Hbly Spirit, and encircled by that eternal Covenant,
ordered in all things and "ure. Here then this union began, and in the·
fulness of time was manifested, when the Son of God assumed human
flesh and dwelt among us. Manifested by His holy, spotless life in
an ungodly world; by going to the end of the law for them for righteousness. And this for sinners, for He came to bear the sins of many and
make intercession for the transgressors. All aTe sinners, all come
short of God's glory,; but all are not sensible of it, llIlI have not concern
about their eternal welfare. Thus the blessed Spirit, knowing the
chosen of God, calls by His effectual working such sinners, and they
are made meet to participate in the union experimentally.
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As a bride is interested in all that concerns her husband, so is the
Church in all that concerns her Lord.
She has a union in His righteousness, as the prophet declares:
"This is the name wherewith she shall be called, The Lord our
Righteousness" (Jeremiah xxxiii. 16). In Him the members of His
Church are perfect; in Him they shall be presented before His throne
with exceeding joy. In His going to the end of the law, they go to
the end of the law; in His overcoming the world, they overcome the
world; and that gift of God-Divine faith-is the victory by which
they accomplish it. Sin, Satan, and death are destroyed in the child
of God's final conflict: hence the triumphant shout of the Apostle,
"0 death, where is thy sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1 "
Truly nothing can separate them from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus.
And have they not union in His blood 1 Yea, for this shed blood was
the seal of His triumph, and cleanses His people from all sin. The
efficacy of the sacrifice of Himself is transferred to them, their sins
transferred (to use Dr. Hawker's expression) to Him. Well might
the Apostle exclaim, " Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." And
Paul says, " If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ." A Family union indeed!
Nor is this all. They have union in His resurrection, for when
they awake they shall be satisfied with His likeness, and they shall
see Him as He is. And in glory, what a union there! None shall
be there without the wedding garment of His righteousness, at the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb, when the gathering in of all His people
throughout all time shall be accomplished, and the glory given Him
of the Father shall be given them, that they may be one even as the
Father and the Son are One.
There they have one song and are in harmony, crying with loud
voices, "Worthy is the Lamb That was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing "; "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him
That sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever."
11

Hail, sacred union, firm and strong I

How great the grace I how sweet the song I
That worms of earth should ever be
One with Incarnate Deity."-Kemt.
Beloved, you and I have not reached the reahns of eternal bliss;
we have not had harps of gold to tune to the new song before the
throne. We have and shall have many doubts and fears whether we
shall endure to the end, but He That promised is faithful. In this
present evil world, this waste howling wilderness, He leads His people
about, instructs them, and keeps them as the apple of His eye.
Here we have fellowship with His sufferings, a union in His afllictions, and we· groan in this tabernacle, being burdened. Here a body
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of sin and death; but when the work of grace begun below is perfected
in glory, nothing can compare with that which shall be revealed in us.
" In all their affliction He was affiicted, and the Angel of His Presence
saved them," in the days of old. "And a Man shall be as an hiding
place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of
water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."
.. He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him
that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall
save the souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from deceit
and violence: and precious shall their blood be in His sight."
Should not His people, then, continually keep in memory the doing
and the dying of the Lord, the shedding of His blood-that se~l of
their inheritance incorruptible and that fadeth not away.
There are many snares and temptations in the way, many sorrows
and bereavements, many troubles and trials, but the Lord deJivereth
out of them all. Shall we not then say with one of old, " His Name
shall endure for ever: His Name shall be continued as long as the
sun: and men shall be blessed in Him: all nations shall call Him
blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who only doeth
wondrous things. And blessed be His glorious Name for ever: and
let the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen, and Amen."
" One in the tomb, ono when He rose,

One when He triumphed o'er His foes;
One when in heaven He took His seat,
While seraphs sang all hell's defeat.
"This sacred tie forbids their fears,
For all He is or has is theirs;
With Him, their Head, they stand or fall,
Their Life, their Surety, and their Alt"-Kent.
Reader, may it be so with you and with me throughout a neverending eternity, to the praise of the Triune J ehovah. Amen.

Stockport.

C. A.

KEELING.

A SINNER SAVED BY GRACE.

By

THE REV.

W.

LUSH,

A.K.C.,

RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-F!ELD,
LEICESTERSHIRE.

(Concluded from page 503.)
.. ON Monday, December 12th, I spent again the morning with him.
He was in a deeply quiet state of mind. 'The hour is fast approaching,'
he said, ' but I kn.ow Whom I have believed. God, Who says that by
the blood of Jesus my sins are all washed away, and that He remembers
them no more, has so enabled me to believe Him that I have almost
forgotten them too, and am wholly taken up with Christ my righteousness. Sometimes I wonder if it can be possible."
.
" On Tuesday morning, December 13th,. his countenance was calm
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as usual. He seemed even more free than before from the strangled
sobs which he could not restrain through all our former interviews. 'I
am living,' he said, ' in the first four verses of Colossians iii., and in the
second of Ephesians.' 'You are living in pastures which only sheep
know,' I said, 'and they are sweet.' 'Yes, very, very sweet,' he
replied. 'They are so sweet that I have nothing to wish for for myself,
save that my Father may give me grace and strength to deport myself
in everything as it becomes a poor sinner saved by grace. Since I can
glorify God in nothing else now, may I glorify Him in the full peace
and confidence which become one whose righteousness is Christ.' 'God
may glorify Himself through you more than in this which you desire,'
I said. 'As soon as I saw the Holy Ghost had opened your eyes to see
the grace of God, a voice kept repeating in my ears, Here is an instrument by which God will display somewhat of what He is; so I have
as carefully and accurately as possible penned the substance of every
one of our interviews, which I intend to publish as soon as I can, in the
full assurance the Lord will use it for His glory in the building up of His
Church. Have you any objection to this ?' 'May the Spirit of our
God go with it,' he answered. 'Oh, may He use it for the opening of
many, many eyes, and the joy of many, many hearts! I will now
pray for this to the end, that God may glorify Himself by it. When
you have published our interviews, send a copy to each of my relatives
whose address you have. Tell everybody that I recognize no church
but the Church of God, the Body of Christ, of which, through faith in
Jesus Christ, I am a happy, happy member. I love, yes, I dearly love,
all whose confidence is where mine is, and who love my blessed Jesus.
Moreover, I affectionately and solemnly warn them who seem to place
much confidence in the church or in the ordinances. I have received
several booka and other matters since I came here which talk in that
way; but I am sure there is nothing so dangerous, because it hides
Christ, in Whom alone is salvation and grace and strength. These
things, I know, are very good in their place, but I feel sure many are
putting them before Christ; for if they saw in Christ what I see, they
would set Him up so high that other things would not be noticed much.'
" I was kindly allowed what we both wished much-to spend the
last night together, as the hour for the execution was at eight o'clock
in the morning; so I arranged to return in the evening. He said, ' I
never knew what real, unbroken, unclouded happiness is until last
Saturday, when I saw Christ in heaven as my righteousness. I knew
what peace is from that morning when I saw the finished work of Christ
for my salvation; but since I have known Christ Himself as my righteousness I know what joy means. Several gentlemen called in yesterday, and seemed to pity me in my condition; but, oh! how I do wish
they might be as I am, sa'le the hanging.'
" Again he said,.' Morning is coming, and I wish to forget<·nothing.
This Testament was given me by Mr. G., and I leave it; for him to carry
to my mother_ It is the Dest gift I ever had. May my dear mother
find in it what I have found. This package of tracts: I leave for you to
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carry to my mother; it will be a kindness to me if you visit her as often
as you can. Tell her I am at Hame, a sinner saved by grace, through
faith.
" , Tell my sister she is lost, as lost as I was, and must therefore be
saved in the same way in which I am saved. Please write to her, and
tell her I never knew what happiness is till I saw the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus. Tell her she may think she is happy in the pleasures
of the world, but I know they are death-eternal woe at the end.'
" No words can describe the strange, sweet hours of that night-its
sweetness, deepened by its sadness. He called the night-guard, and
said, ' Oh, Mr. R., I love you-I do love you so much that I wish I
could see you resting in Christ before I die.' 'I have determined now
to try to be a Christian,' answered the guard. 'Oh, no! that will not
do! that will not do ! ' he replied. 'God wants none of your determinatian. Look at me. Three hours more and I shall hang, and yet
I am t)J.e happiest man living. What do you think of that 1 Isn't
there reality in ChJ:ist 1 Isn't it a reality worth having 1 Look at
that man' (he pointed to me)-' the love of Christ has enabled him to
leave the world and be happy in such a place as this. Isn't there
reality in Christ l' Thus he pleaded, and after a while he said to me,
, Let us pray for Mr. R., that the Lord may show him what we see.'
" At seven o'clock he said, 'Now, Lord, one more glance at Thy
Word, then I will tie up the Book for my dear mother, and I go to
Thee.'
" After he had arranged everything on the table, he said to me, ' Now
Satan is assailing me.' I felt afraid of this, for I well knew that Satan
could see he would soon be out of his reach; so I could but silently
pray for him. In about four or five minutes he said: 'It is all over.
I am one with Christ, and Christ is One with God. God is my Father,
and Satan is under my feet.'
" As the noise of feet and voices was beginning to be heard all around,
he said: 'Soon we shall be surrounded by people, so let me bid you
good-bye as I wish to' ; and so saying, he t<;>ok me in his arms as a
child, kissed me over and over again, and then said: 'You have taught
me the Truth of God, and He has plucked me as a brand from the
burning to believe it. May God bless you and everything you do.
May He make you strong to preach the same things to many more till
Jesus comes.'
" While he spoke the cell had been opened, and we were asked to go
into another cell, where several were assembled with the other criminal.
" A few minutes before eight, the arms of both were tied to ascend
to the gallows. While he was being tied a shiver seemed to pass over
him. Our eyes met, and again his smiling face was turned up toward
heaven.
.
" The procession moved on, but as he was a little behind I held him
by the sleeve till all but the turnkey had gone out, and I kissed him
for the last time.
" A few minutes after, he was' out of the body, present with the
Lord,' and I returned home with my sorrow and my joy."
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THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGE.

THE Director of the AsWey Down Orphanage, Dr. William Bergin, hM
recently brought out the Annual Brief Narrative covering the period
from May 27th 1914, to May 26th, 1915, this being the seventy-sixth of
its kind. The Report makes good reading, confirming and encouraging
God's people to go on making their reque~ts known to Him, Who
hears and answers believing prayer. Very varied and marvellous
have the answers to prayer been as recorded in this wonderful
Narrative, during the year, which has heen a time of great anxiety
owing to the War and all it has hrought with it. Satan, as is his wont,
at the beginning of these days of trouhle was very" insistent in his
attacks," suggesting, "Banks will he ruined, and financial credit
broken; you will never be able to touch your balance [which was
£12,016 7s. 6id.], and people can not possibly give in war time. How
could you expect to feed nearly nineteen hundred persons without
applying to Government for relief?" "One very precious part of the
Lord's answer to this early attack was to send us, on the first day of
the, War, a hundred-pound Bank of England note, enclosed in an
envelope anonymously, and we can record to His glory that He has
kept our hearts in peace through the whole period."
God has appeared in many marvellous ways for His trusting, praying
people at Ashley Down. The Report testifies to the truth of the
verse, " Before they call, I will answer: and while they are yet speaking, I will hear" (Isa. Ixv. 24), for often hardly has the petition for
funds been put up, than letters containing help have been received,
often from far-off parts of the world-Australia, New Zealand, Central
America. The Director must be very glad to know, from letters and
donations received, that many past Orphans retain a love for their
old home, and desire to help as they are able.
The following are a few extracts from the Report :"From Kooringa, S. Australia, a hundred pounds.-A former
Orphan, near Calcutta, who sends one pound five shillings, writes:
, I have unexpectedly come in for some money left me by a relative,
and this is a thank-offering to God.'-From Central America, ten
shillings, , a thank-offering.' This friend lives in one of the most
unhealthy regions of the world, and has much to praise God for.Anon. from Bath, ten pounds and threepence.-From an old Orphan
and his wife at Taunton, five pounds.-From Marshfield, ten shillings,
'the Lord's portion from my fowl keeping.'-By the sale of waste
paper and rags, nine pounds, twelve shillings and fourpence.-From
Anfield, seven shillings and sixpence, 'a window-cleaner's firstfruits
of new work.'-From a former Orphan now in an almshouse, ten
shillings."
"From Melbourne, Australia, four hundred pounds.-From the
Orkney Islands, ten pounds. The gentleman who forwards the gift
tells us that it is from an elderly servant of Christ, who desirea to
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contribute part of her hard-earned means to help the Orphans.From Whahi, New Zealand, five pounds, from a former Orphan.From Patani, Southern Nigeria, ten shillings, • on our son's ninth
birthday.'-By the sale of a camera, five pounds fifteen shillings.From two working girls in Aberdeen, one pound, 'for the Lord's
goodness in this time of trouble.'-From Victoria, B.C., fifty dollars.From' A policeman saved by grace,' six shillings, being the first two
weeks' rise of pay.-Five shillings from the Shetland Islands, • from
one thrown out of employment by the War, but who is full of trust in
God and praise to Him.'-From Redditch, thirteen thousand needles
and four gross of knitting-pins, from friends who often help in this
way.-From Toronto, one pound, from the mother of two who were
formerly boys here. The three are very happy in their Canadian
home.-From· Eliezer,' New Zealand, two pounds. The donor writes:
, The present crisis is likely to be a time of trial to you and your helpers
at the Home; in' such seasons it is good to know that the resources
of faith are untouched by circumstances. Jacob may say, .. All
these things are against me," but faith triumphantly exclaims, "All
things work together for good to them that love God." , "
.. From Llanhaylow, thirteen shillings. The donor writes: • At a
Gospel meeting held in the open air I heard a young man giving a
ringing testimony to the power of God rescuing him from a life of
sin. He said, .. I am one of Miiller's boys." He told how he had
drifted after leaving the Home, the influence of which he could never
shake off; how he was brought back, and now, by the grace of God,
he was trying to lead others to Jesus.'-From Bristol, a load of firewood.
- ' From a child of God in the Navy,' ten shillings and sixpence.
He informs us that it is ' firstfruits,' his pay having been raised fourpence a day. But though the increase is 'per day' he reckons his
firstfruits as covering a month !-From Watford, Herts, fifty pounds.
-From Somersetshire, twenty-five pounds, • from an old Orphan of
No. 1, Wilson S~reet.'-From Japan, sixteen shillings and eightpence.
-Five pounds from a former Orphan, now in India.-From a Bristol
Police Division, two guineas and twopence.-Anonymously, from
Bristol, ten shillings, with these words: 'Please accept a farewell
gift to the Orphans from a .. Territorial." '-From Swansea, two
shillings and sixpence, ' A signalman's annual bonus.'-From Alaska,
V.S.A., one pound, ' from a former Orphan, now engaged in Mission
work.'-From Kadhar, India, one pound ten shillings, •from Native
and European Christians.'-One pound, a gift from one in the Royal
Army Medical Corps in Belgium."
Pages could easily be filled in telling of the many gracious answers
to prayer, but readers of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE will do well to obtain
copies of the Report, price 3d. (postage Id.), from Messrs. Nisbet & Co.,
London, or from The Bible and Tract Depot, 78, Park Street, Bristol.
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'!!ottesponlJrnu.
MR. W. W. WINTER.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-It is said that they who watch Providence
will never lack a Providence to watch, and the accompanying letter
from our friend Mr. Winter, whose work in British Columbia has
brought out the loving and prayerful interest of your Readers, is a
proof again of the fulfilment of the promise, "My God shall supply
all your need." Mr. Winter thus writes from Happy Valley, British
Columbia, under date June 23rd, 1915 :"I know not how to adequately thank you for your very kind
epistle, and the accompanying cheque for two guineas from warmhearted Miss A-. Her generous recognition of work in the Lord's
name will not go unrewarded; and the fact that the arrival of the
money was most timely, will certainly gratify you both. I was in the
city on Monday, clearing the first consignment of the windows for the
lI'1ission Hall, from the Customs Bond, and was unexpectedly called
upon to pay Customs duty as the manufacturer had agreed in his
contract to pay the same-but it appears this can not be done at the
starting-point, and with practically no money in hand, I was nonplussed. However, before they could tell me the amount required,
an invoice had to be produced, so off to the Post Office I went to see
if one had arrived; saw the Inspector, who granted the letter-sorter
permission to hand me any letters addressed to myself, secured not
only the invoice but also a letter from the manufacturer in which was
512.00 towards the duty (' which if not enough he would adjust
afterwards '), and your very welcome letter ,vith two guineas. The
customs duty worked out at nearly 818.00; what was I to do ~
Suddenly the way opened-take 1I'Iiss Cowell's cheque to the bank,
and get it cashed_ This I did, and so with the manufacturer's remittance was enabled to secure the promise, ' The windows will be dispatched early to-morrow morning to the country station' (Colwood)
-four miles from us-from which one of our friends had volunteered
to fetch them with his wagon and two horses, should he be disengaged
at the time of their arrival. Singular to say, he had been busy up to
the day before, so was at liberty, and cheerfully brought them, and
made no charge. I tell you all this, because I know you will delight
to see the Lord's hand in it throughout, which many are so ready to
overlook.
"Five years to-day since God of His goodness preceded us to this
spot of comparative peace and freedom from the noise, din, and
horrors of this dreadful ,chastisement; but we, who know too well
why the nations are thus afllicted, do not forget to pray to the Supreme
Ruler, to ' remember mercy in the midst of judgment.' Oh, that the
nations may soon learn righteousness, and be blessed with blissful
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peace once agam. The ingratitude and ungodliness so prevalent for
many years, have been to spiritually-minded people most painful;
how much more to the' Giver of all good things,' to say nothing of
the direct denial of His will, and Word. Need we be surprised ~
Certainly not. His great patience with us all is much more to be
amazed at! How forcibly one IS reminded just now of the witness
of Ryland's beautiful hymn: - ' Sovereign Ruler of the skies, ever
gracious, ever wise, all my times are in Thy hand, all events at Thy
command.' And this is our comfort in the midst of all this turmoil
and strife. God be praised! He is still the God of comfort as well
as the God of love and the God of hope, and through His dear Son
the God of every blessing. May you increasingly experience the
refreshing dew, morning by morning, of the same."
Thus, dear Mr. Ormiston, is our friend helped and cheered and
brought on his way by the good hand of our God, Who is the God of
the ends of the earth, the God of the valleys, the God of His people;
Whose faithfulness is as the everlasting hills, and Wbo remembers
and fulfils His Covenant Word to a thousand generations. I have
now the pleasure, since receiving this latest communication from Mr.
Winter, of forwarding him a gift from yet another beloved friend and
Reader, in East Oakland, and which I here gratefully acknowledge
on behalf of the work of the Lord in Happy Valley.
I pray that the Lord in His rich and sustaining grace makes your
sick chamber a veritable Bethel to your soul, and that you are thus
enabled to glory in your infirmities that the power of Christ may
tabernacle over you.
Believe me,
Yours in Gospel bonds,
1, ELLISTON ROAD,
REDLAND, August, 1915.
RUTH COWELL.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-A Missionary amongst Soldiers writes :-" I have received
to-day your parcel of Testaments and magazines you so kindly sent
me. I am delighted with them, and shall find them very useful in my
work. A friend of mine, a Christian, is just going out to the Dardanelles in the R.A.M.C., and has asked me for Testaments: a large
number of men are without them."
Another friend writes :-" I feel it is a most solemn time we are
passing through, and our responsibility is to take advantage of the
great opportunities of to-day, which are exceptional. We have been
privileged to present each man with a Testament on the eve of their
departure, and some of the poor fellows that fell at the Dardanelles
were among the recipients. Can we doubt God's Word which says,
, My Word shall not return unto Me void ' ~ "
Another writes :-" Would you kindly send me a parcel of Testa-

566

The Gospd Magazine

ments, etc., for the soldiers' in the Military Hospital here. I have
given them some Gospels, but have not enough. May God's blessing
rest on your good work."
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
. R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL, August, 1915.

1!rotentant ))cacon.
.

BRITAIN AND ROME:

A GRAVE NATIONAL WARNING.

IT is a matter for intense sorrow to all who fear God and love their
Country that our nation has recently taken a further step in its decline.
I have been urged by many to write an earnest warning protest against
tills retrograde and God-dishonouring step-the appointment of a
representative of our King and our people to the pope of Rome. It
is indeed sad that, while our best and noblest blood is being freely shed
in the cause of liberty, we should in this twentieth century invite and
embrace the degrading bondage of the papacy. As a nation we need
once more to be. reminded that "righteousness exalteth a nation:
but sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. xiv. 34). And surely any
official acknowledgment of the blasphemies and idolatries of the papacy
must be viewed as a crowning national sin.
On December 11th, 1914, the Government handed to the Press of
this Country the official announcement that Sir Henry Howard, a
relative of the Duke of Norfolk, had been appointed an Envoy to the
pope; and this was published the next morning. With this announcement an intimation was given to the editors that they were forbidden
to discuss the appointment; they were merely to announce the fact,
without comment. It was doubtless thought that, under the shadow
of the present colossal calamity, the indifference of the nation would
permit the record to pass without challenge. But though they are
few, God has His faithful watchmen. In any case, as the daily Press
of this Country is so largely under papal influence, the editors obeyed
their orders.
The official letter making Sir Henry Howard our Envoy is signed
by Sir Edward Grey on behalf of the Goyernment. Its purport will
be clearly seen in the following extract: "The King has been graciously
pleased to appoint you Special Envoy to ' his holiness' pope Benedict
XV., for the purpose of congratulating , his holiness' on Ills election
to the papacy, and at the same time of laying before him the motives
which compelled His Majesty's Government to intervene in the present
War, and of informing him of their attitude towards the various
questions that arise therefrom. . . . You will, therefore, intimate to
him that His Majesty's Government are anxious to put themselves
into direct communication with Illm for the purpose of demonstrating
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the motives which have governed their attitude since the first moment
that the normal relations hetween the Great Powers of Europe began
to be disturbed. . . . You will also be in a position to give 'his
holiness' from time to time exact information of the events which have
already occurred and may occur during the period of your mission."
It can not be too clearly understood, or too earnestly repeated, that
any national communion with the papacy is illegal, unrighteous, Goddishonouring, and unconstitutional. Let the facts of history speak.
Seven centuries ago, namely, on May 15th, 1213, the crown of
England was placed at the feet of a representative of the pope of
Rome, by the base and cowardly King John. Innocent Ill., who was
then pope, tried his utmost to subdue kings and princes to his sway,
and for a time appeared to be successful in England. He" excommunicated" John, and threatened England with invasion. In this
moment of peril, John sought an interview with Pandolf, the pope's
messenger, and promised to submit himself and his country to tbe
pope. He" resigned England and Ireland to God, to Peter, to Paul,
to pope Innocent, and to his successors in the apostolic chair." He
agreed to hold his dominions as from the pope by an annual payment
of a thousand marks; and further agreed that if he or his successors
should presume to revoke or break this charter, they should forfeit all
right to their dominions.
This base transaction was sealed by John doing homage to Pandolf,
with the submissive rites the feudal law required of vassals before
their superiors. Taking off his crown, John laid it at the feet of Pandolf,
as the representative of the pope. This was the midnight of England.
But John had overlooked the fact that his barons were resolved not to
be slaves, either of the pope or of himself. They set to work at once
to undo the infamy John had committed, and to wipe away England's
foul disgrace. The result was that, on June 15th, 1215, John was
compelled to sign the Magna Carta. at Runnymede. This was one of
the foundation stones of our present glorious liberty. And are we in
1915 to set the national clock back by seven centuries 1 Let us rather
imitate the barons, and give our Government no rest until the papal
Envoy be recalled.
The Bill of Rights (1689), our great Protestant charter of liberty,
and the Act of Settlement (1701), expressly enacted that the Sovereign
of Britain must not be " reconciled to, or hold communion with, the
See or Church of Rome; and that the pope has not, nor ought to have,
any jurisdiction in this realm of England."
In 1848, a special Act of Parliament was passed to permit Queen
Victoria to negotiate with the" Sovereign of the States of the Church,"
as the pope then was. But as the pope ceased to have temporal
power in 1870, that special Act was repealed in 1875, leaving us in the
full possession of the privileges secured to us in the Bill of Rights.
Subsequent Embassies to the Vatican have been justified on various
grounds; but it can not be denied that they have been steps to the
present illegal appointment. They were (1) Sir George Errington's

'
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Embassy, 1882-1885; (2) the Embassy to congratulate the l~te pope
,on his 'election; .and (3) the Embassy in reference to the Papal claims
in the island of Malta.'
But the present Embassy is' of another character and intention. Sir
Henry Howard is made equal to a British Ambassador for an unlimited
period, having all the authority and power of a Representative of the
Crown': the nation. paying him a salary of £3,500 'Per annum. Moreover, he receives his commission during a national crisis, whilst the
attention of us·all.is absorbed by the sad events of each day, and the
'Press of the country is forbidden to discuss the insult offered alike to
'God and to man..
.
.
Is not our God, the God Who has for so many ages honoured, and
helped, and delivered England, able to guide and help us in our present
hour of need 1
Many persons, otherwise well informed, sometimes ask: What· is
the harm of this appointment 1 What injury is done to any 1 The
answer is not di:flicult to those who have read English history and the
history of the nations. Why should we, it may be replied, who have
gone to war for the honour of " a scrap of paper," tear up and trample
under our feet the charters of our own national liberty and prosperity 1
Is the blood of our forefathers of less value than the blood of our
enemies 1 Are we to be unfaithful to God because man is faithless
to man 1 History "nth no uncertain voice tells us that the road to
Rome is ever the road to ruin. Nations flourish as they resist the
papacy, and decay as they embrace her, V,re have read our own
history to little purpose if we have not learned this elementary lesson.
The Roman Catholic counties of Ireland can be distinguished from
those that are Protestant by their dirt, their ignorance, and their
poverty. The grand remedy for the woes of poor Ireland is THE
GOSPEL. Let Ireland be delivered from the galling and degrading
bondage of the papacy, give her an open Bible, let the Gospel be freely
preached, proclaim "liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound "-and Ireland would be one of the
fairest spots on this earth of ours,
And we are now asked to be silent while our national safeguards are
being removed one by one, Every step forced upon us by Rome has
been with a view to another, She has never asked for an inch without
the' intention to take an ell.
This appointment is therefore (1) an open insult to Almighty God;
(2) an insult to the intelligence of the nation; (3) a retrograde step in
the history of our Empire; and (4) suicidal to our Country's truest
prosperity.
Our noble King-long may he reign under the blessing of Godat his accession took an oath that he was and would remain a faithful
Protestant. He rules oyer a Protestant nation. But his advisers,
without consulting the Country, have appointed an Envoy to treat with
the great enemy of truth and light and liberty, the claimant to the
land and people of Italy, the blasphemous claimant to be the sole
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vicar on earth of the King of kings! It is manifestly dishonest for
Protestant England to agree to treat with the man who makes these
and other arrogant claims. And it will be a disgrace to England if we
as Protestants do not arise as one man to insist on the recall of the
Envoy. Some of us ior many years have been favoured to employ
voice and pen in the interests of the. Gospel and of Protestantism;
but seldom have I felt more stirred than now to warn the people of
their imminent danger in this crisis of our national history.
The great lesson of history for us is this, that, so long as England
clings to God, to the Gospel, to the Bible, and her Protestantism, she
will stand secure and unshaken; but should England ever renounce
the Bible and its AuthQr, and abandon her Protestantism, which God
forbid, she· will assuredly fall.
It has been suggested in more than one quarter, and the Press
has made the most of it, that when the opportune moment arrives, the
pope should be the mediator between the nations now p.t war, and
that through him should come the overtures for peace. But shall
Protestant England permit any portion of her destiny to pass through
the defiled and blood-stained hands of the papacy? God forbid!
Should this suggestion ever take effect, namely, that the pope be
asked to intervene, every Protestant pen and platform throughout
the length and breadth of our land shall awake to repudiate the insult.
Rome knows too much about the present War to be asked to speak of peace.
Let the nation be true to itself, to the Truth of God, to its past history;
let it insist on the recall of Sir Henry Howard; let it repent of its
national sins, and this not the least of them; and let it humbly entreat
Almighty God to grant us a reprieve from His threatening judgments.
Then we may expect an honourable peace.
In the meantime, we can not permit the work of the Reformation
to be undone; the massacres, the fires, the rivers of blood, the groans
of the centuries, to have been in vain. We can not deem it a matter of
indifference whether we serve God or Baal. We stilI prefer light to
darkness, liberty to bondage. Let us tell our children what God has
done in the past; place the best Protestant history beside their Bibles;
and teach them thus the blessedness of the nation that trusts in God.
Let us teach them the inevitable law by which God governs the
nations: that adherence to Truth is prosperity, and departure from
Truth adversity and decay.
Let us teach them that no nation can ever be great while despising
God and His Gospel, no matter how wise her statesmen, how large her
army, how powerful her navy, how extensive her commerce.
And seeing that either ourselves or our children will have to fight
the battle of the Reformation over again, let us keep our armour
bright, and let us remember that the Past and the Present require
each of us to do his duty!
WILLIAM WILEMAN.

[This Article, amplified, may be had in leaflet form for distribution,
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from Mr. B. D. Wileman, 49, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.C. Price 2s. per 100, postage 4d.-En.]
THE WORD OF GOD.

By

THE LATE REV. WILLIAM FRITH, F.R.G.S.

" The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."-REV. xix. 10.'

THE oft-quoted words of the immortal Chillingworth are as true to-day
as when he uttered them, that" the Bible, and the Bible alone, is the
religion of Protestants." For, as in pre-Christian times the appeal
was uniform-" To the law and to the testimony : if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them"; so now in
post-Christian times, when the canon of revelation is complete" perfect and entire, wanting nothing "-the same words are equally
appropriate. "The Scriptures" of the Old and New Testament are
"the oracles of God," and" the whole counsel of God," embodying,
in all their fulness, "the laws of heaven for the Church on earth."
It is reasonable to suppose that if there be a visible Church of Christ
on earth, there should be a code of laws, or a statute-book, to rule
and regulate it during the period of its existence here. But we are not
left to rest our teaching upon the reasonableness of it. We have the
definite and explicit testimony of Him Who is " King in Zion." He
says," Search the Scriptures "-" they are they which testify of Me."
And though this was originally spoken of the Old Testament Scriptures
only; yet it is equally true of the New, they being accredited in regard
to their genuineness, authenticity, and inspiration by witnesses, sufficient in number and reliable in character. Before the advent of Christ,
the Old Testament Scriptures held a supreme place in the confidence
and reverence of the Jewish Church; so that in all cases of doubt or
dispute, regard was had to the things which" are noted in the Scriptures of Truth" (Dan. x. 21). So now, the appeal should be to " the
whole counsel of God"; that, and that alone, should be the standard
of appeal in all that pertains to Christian doctrine and Christian ethics.
The doctrine is made still more clear, if we consider the declaration
of our blessed Lord to the Sadducees, "Ye do err, not knowing the
Scriptures" (Matt. xxii. 29). Here He ascribes the errors of these
persons to their ignorance of the Scriptures; evidently teaching that
these were to be the statute-book of the Church.
Nor should it be overlooked here that though the Saviour often
refers to " the tradition of the elders," yet in no case does He speak of
them, or any of them, with approval; rather otherwise; for He says
once and again, that they" made void the law by their traditions" ;
thus teaching that if the patristic traditions of the Jews were unreliable,
or mischievous in their influence; that the patristic traditions of the
New Testament Church, at any period of its history, would be unreliable, if not treacherous also. And facts, too numerous to mention,
confirm this statement.
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The testimony of the Apostles is quite accordant with this of our
blessed Lord. For while the Scriptures are once and again referred to
in the Acts of the Apostles, yet in no instance is there any reference
made to anything like " traditional authority," though, remembering
the record in John xxi. 25, it is reasonable to suppose that, if " tradi·
tional authority" were available at any time, it would have been so
then, as the Apostles, " who had been with Him from the beginning,"
could have referred to many things taught upon its authority; yet
they never did so; but" spake as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts
ii. 4). "Hear whot the Spirit saith unto the Churches" (Rev. iii. 6).
" The Spirit speaketh, saying" (1 Tim. iv. 1).
Moreover Peter (2 Pet. iii. 16) places the writings of Paul on a level
with the" other Scriptures," i.e., the Old Testament. And though he
witnesses that they" wrested," that is, misinterpreted, both the Old
Testament and Paul's writings, either through ignorance or inadvertence, yet he does not even hint that, because of this, the Scriptures
should be withheld from the people, as the Church of Rome teaches;
but rather, as it would appear from the Acts of the Apostles, that they
should be daily used, and made the exclusive standard of appeal in all
matters of faith and practice.
Two remarkable instances may be cited: one, the case of the
eloquent Apollos, who, though gifted, and" mighty in the Scriptures,"
yet was kindly treated by two native and experienced Christians, who
"taught him the Word of God more perfectly." This teaches that the
Scriptures were the statute-hook of the Church, and that they were" in
the hands of the people"; for Priscilla and Aquila were of the" laity."
The other case is that recorded in Acts xvii. 11, where Paul declares
that the Bereans " were more noble than those of Thessalonica, because
they searched the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so."
This plainly teaches the same truth.
And if reference is made to the Apostolic and Chri.stian Fathers
touching this matter, it will be found that their testimony is uniform.
Indeed, so fully did they use the Scriptures, that it is recorded, that
if the Scriptures themselves were lost, almost every verse of the New
Testament could be found quoted by the Fathers in their writings!
This is a very significant and suggestive fact, for it teaches much more
than we have affirmed.
Now, how painful is the contrast between this teaching of our blessed
Lord, of His Apostles, and even of the Apostolic Fathers, and that of
Rome.
In the year 1697, Frederick Augustus n., Elector of Saxony, and
subsequently King of Poland, having abjured the Protestant and
embraced the Romish faith, said, "I profess that any new decrees
made and ordained by the Pope, whether based "pan Holy Writ or not,
are of Divine origin, and, as such, must be more highly respected by the
laity than the commands of the li~ing God " !
Again, " I profess that Holy Writ is imperfect and a dead letter, uuless
interpreted by the Pope of Rome, and by him given to the laity"! Is
not this blasphemy?
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This is the teaching of Rome with few exceptions; one of which we
gladly mention; it is that of Cardinal Bellarmine. He says, " All
things necessary for all to know are written by the Apostles." This, however, is an exception, and by no means t.he rule. But while the Papists
and Ritualists" wrest" and pervert the Scriptures,-add to and take
from them at their will; those who call themselves Protestants are too
prone to neglect the" sure Word of prophecy." And though they do
not rely on " the traditions of men," as such, yet its supreme authority
is practically ignored; and the charge brought against ancient Israel
might, with too much t.ruth, be brought against modern Protestants.
" I have written to him the great things of My law, but they were
counted as a strange thing" (Hos. viii. 12).
But if we are to be the honoured children of our revered forefathers,
who, rather than give up the Bible, or deviate from its blessed teaching,
" resisted unto blood, striving against sin"; we must" hold forth the
Word of life." These have joined" t.he noble army of martyrs," and
have gone to form part of " the general assembly and Church of the
Firstborn whose names are written in heaven." These are they" whose
faith" we should " follow," considering the end of their " conversation, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever"
(Heb. xiii. 8).
And never was it more necessary than now, to be guarded and particular in the matter of having Scripture authority for all we hold as
Christian doctrine, or all we do or tolerate as Christian practice and
ritual. The slightest deviation is hazardous. For to tolerate any
departure from" the whole counsel of God," even in the least particular,
is perilous; because it throws us upon the sandy and treacherous
ground of Church authority, which is real Popery. And nothing is
more important, than for Christian parents and guardians to regard
this with studious vigilance. It will prove the surest safeguard against
subsequent apostasy from the Protestant faith, should efforts be made
to seduce them by any popish agency. This practice was specially
and strictly commanded and enjoined upon the parents and guardians
of the Lord's ancient people (see Deut. iv. 9). This same wholesome
and truly Christian practice was also enjoined upon the parents and
guardians among the old Scottish Covenanters, who made the Bible
their constant companion, and so were " built up in their most holy
faith"; and were, consequently, "mighty in the Scriptures," and
" able to stand in the evil day," when" the enemy came in like a
flood," and t.hey had " to turn or burn."
This holy practice would also prove an infallible remedy against the
flood of Ritualism which is come in upon the Episcopal Church of
England; and no less a remedy against the deluge of specious and
refined Rationalism which is come in upon many of the Nonconformist
Churches.
Moreover, the Holy Ghost will honour this with His special benediction. The Bible is the statut.e-book of Christ's Kingdom, and contains
the whole will and purpose of Jesus, as " the Head of the Church";
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but it may also be regarded as the special revelation of the Holy
Spirit ;. for all its writers spake or wrote" as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost." He is the special and Djvine Teacher of the Church.
The Scriptures are His text-book. Jesus said, "He shall take of the
things of Mine, and shall shew them unto you." Again," When He,
the Spirit of Truth, is come, He shall guide you into all Truth." And
in agreement with this, James says, "Of His own will begat He us
with the Word of Truth." And if this be so, how important and necessary that these Scriptures should be, to all who desire to be true and
faithful disciples of Christ, their true and inspired Catechism! For by
these means they will be " rooted and grounded" in the Truth of God.
Then " the first principles of the doctrine of Christ" will become" the
engrafted Word"; and, " like an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast," they will keep the mind or heart from being" carried about
with every wind of doctrine." Whereas, if the mind is not trained
and educated, versed and catechized in " the oracles of God," it is likely
to give heed to " the traditions of the elders," and " the cunningly
devised fables" which the advocates of the Papacy and Ritualism are
only too ready to instil into the unsuspecting minds of the young.
LET My WORDS ABIDE IN YOU."
H

PROTESTANT REFORl\fATION SOCIETY.
THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION SOCIETY'S EXHIBITIONS FOR
CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION.
THE Examination in connection with the above has been fixed for
Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 21st and 22nd, at the Offices of the
Society, 57, Berners Street, London, W., commencing at 10 a.m.
each day. Intending Competitors who have not filled in and forwarded
their application forms are asked to do so without further delay, in
order that these may be confirmed by the Examiners' Board.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Reunion Meeting of the inmates of the London Homes of the
Society has recently been held at the Hornsey Rise Home. The day
was fine and the gardens were in all their summer beauty, the roses
being especially numerous. Needless to say, the day was one of much
enjoyment to our aged friends, who in happy groups on the lawns and
terraces conversed together upon the things most dear to their hearts.
Upwards of 100 assembled. Dinner was provided for those from a
distance and tea for all, and in the evening a brief meeting was held
in the Chapel, presided over by Mr. A. Boulden. Addresses were
given by the Rev. W. Sinden and several members of the Board of
Management. All expenses were met by special contributions.
It. would gladden the hearts of the Committee, cheer the Aged
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Pilgrims, and help the Institution, if, before the summer closes, many
of our Readers would kindly visit the Homes. Much that would
gratify would be seen, and much that would confirm would be heard
from those who can from long experience testify to the Covenant love
and faithfulness of their Triune God. Friends are heartily welcomed,
and at the Prayer Meetings at Camberwell and Hornsey Rise, on
Saturday evenings at 6.30, the presence of all who love the Lord's
aged poor and who value the Society's foundation, would be a help
indeed.
Friends are continually passing away, and our hearts are bowed as
true and faithful ones are removed. The late Miss Julia Bradley, of
Redhill, was a warm supporter and for twenty-eight years a Lady
Visitor of our Hornsey Rise Home. She entered into rest on July
24th, at an advanced age. She owed much to the faithful and
powerful ministry of the late Rev. George Abrahams. All that was
mortal was committed to the grave in Abney Park Cemetery by the
Secretary of the Society and the Rev. W. Sinden.
Collections after sermons and meetings continue to encourage the
Committee in these strenuous days. It rejoices them to see the
sympathies of the Lord's people quickened in this blessed work
for His aged poor. Friends at Oxford, Tadworth, Walton-on-Naze,
and other places have generously responded to personal pleas by the
Secretary.
1400 Pensioners and 7 Homes need £43 daily for their maintenance,
and the provision of this sum gives the Committee many errands to
the Throne of Grace. The burden is not a light one, but the service
is one of love. Literature will be sent, post free, to all who will
judiciously distribute it by letter and by hand.
Many instances could be given to indicate the nature and the
necessity of the work. In country districts how much silent need
and suffering abound, in the metropolis and other towns how hard is
the struggle of many an aged believer, to pay even weekly rent, and
then little or nothing is left for daily subsistence. What a privilege to
help battered. weary old age, to support its tottering steps, and to
minister to its manifold infirmities in the Name of our blessed Redeemer,
Who hath said, "Illasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me."

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE KING and QUEEN, QUEEN ALEXANDRA, and the leaders of the
Nation attended a memorable service in St. Paul's Cathedral, at noon,
on Wednesday, August 4th, to inaugurate the second year of the War
by invoking God's help. The Cathedral was densely packed. The
service opened with the singing of Toplady's i=ortal hymn, " Rock
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of Ages, cleft for me," a hymn which first appeared in the pages of
this MAGAZINE in the eighteenth century. The Archbishop of
Canterbury preached the sermon, from the text, "Watch ye, stand
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong" (1 Cor. xvi. 13).
Throughout the Country there were services of intercession in the
churches of all the denominations, and in some towns business was
suspended at mid-day. We could wish that business had been suspended for a few hours throughout the Empire, and that the whole
Empire had on that occasion humbled itself before God. We rejoice,
however, at this public recoguition of the need of Divine aid.
In its issue on the anniversary of the day when England felt obliged
to declare war on Germany, The Times remarked: "The War, with
its dangers and its uncertainties, has awakened a new, or a dormant,
religious consciousness amongst wide classes of the Nation. As the
dangers of the struggle and the greatness of the issues that hang upon
it have been borne in upon the people, they have been feeling more
and more widely that not with man alone does the decision rest."
No, indeed, not with man does the issue of this terrible conflict rest.
Our God alone is the Giver of victory. To Him let us humbly and
penitently look more and more.
Warsaw, the Capital of Poland, a city of 700,000 inhabitants and
a first-class fortress, was occupied by German troops on August 5t,h.
The Russians fought stubbornly and bravely to the end and were
able to evacuate the city without their line being broken.
The
Germans bad made three previous attempts unsuccessfully to secure
this coveted prize.
We have great reason to thank God for the efficient work of the
Navy during the first year ofthe War. The First Lord of the Admiralty
(Mr. Balfour), in an important letter to Mr. Tuohy, of the Ne:w York
World, says :-" If anyone desires to know whether the British Fleet
has during the last year proved itself worthy of its traditions, there is
a very simple method of arriving at the truth. There are seven, and
only seven, functions which a fleet can perform: It may drive the
enemy's commerce off the sea; it may protect its own commerce;
it may render the enemy's fleet impotent; it may make the transfer
of enemy troops across the sea impossible, whether for attack or
defence; it may transport its own troops where it will; it may secure
their supplies, and (in fitting circumstances) it may assist their operations. All these functions have so far been successfully performed
by the British Fleet. No German merchant ship is to be found on the
ocean. Allied commerce is more secure from attack, legitimate and
illegitimate, than it was after Trafalgar. The German High Sea Fleet
has not as yet ventured beyond the security of its protected waters.
No invasion has been attempted of these islands. British troops,
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in numbers unparalleled in history, have moved to and fro across the
seas, and have been effectively supported on shore. The greatest of
military Powers has seen its colonies wrested from it one by one, and
has not been able to land a man or gun in their defence. Of a fleet
which has done this we may not only say that it has done much, but
that no fleet has ever done more. And we citizens of the British
Empire can only hope that the second year of the War will show no
falling off in its success, as it will assuredly show no relaxation of its
efforts. "

In view of the documents which have been issued by our Government
as to the origin of the War, it is astonishing to read the Kaiser's statements in a recently issued Manifesto. He says, "Before God and
history my conscience is clear. I did not will this war. . . . In full
gratitude we can say to-day that God was with us." There are those
of whom it is written, "Having their conscience seared with a hot
.
UOD.

"

The Casualties among the British Forces in all the fields of operations,
as announced by the Prime Minister on July 27th, are 330,995. Of these
9106 are Naval, calculated to July 20th, and 321,889 Military, calculated
to July 18th. This huge total is made up as follows: 69,313 killed,
197,494 wounded, and 64,188 missing. Mercifully about 60 per cent
of the wounded recover, and are able to return to the fighting lines.
An airship raid on the East Coast took place on Tuesday night,
August 10th. Fourteen are reported killed and fourteen wounded.
One of the Zeppelins is believed to have been completely destroyed
by the Allied aircraft. On Tuesday night, August 17th, Zeppelins
again visited the Eastern Counties and dropped bombs. Seven men,
two women, and one child are said to have been killed, and fifteen
men, eighteen women, and three children wounded. All were civilians.
Anti-aircraft guns were in action, and air patrols active, but owing to
the difficult atmospheric conditions the Zeppelins were able to escape,
tho,ugh it is believed that one Zeppelin was hit.
We warmly associate ourselves with the remarks in The English
Churchman of August 5th anent the attempted Ritualistic innovations
at Clifton Parish Church :-" The proposal to erect a side chapel and
set up crosses in that notable stronghold of Protestantism is nothing
short of a shame and a scandal. When we remember the devout and
earnest worshippers who gathered in that church under former
ministers, we feel grieved and indignant at the bare suggestion of the
injury with which they are now threatened. The thoughts and
prayers of many will be with them in this time of trial, and it is hoped
that by their steadfast attitude and action they may be able to maintain
the purity of the worship which they love."

