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THE ROCK OF ISRAEL.
" The Lord liveth,. and blessed be my Rock,. and exalted be the God
of the Rock of my salvation."-2 SAMUEL xxii. 47.

"Now these be the last words of DAVID. DAVID the son of JESSE
said, and the man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the
GOD of JACOB, and the sweet psalmist of ISRAEL, said, The SPIRIT of
the LORD spake by me, and His wOTd was in my tongue. The GOD
of ISRAEL said, the ROCK OF ISRAEL spake to me" (2 Samuel xxiii.
1-3). Why does JEHOVAH liken Himself to a rock? For various
reasons. A rock is a firm and immovable object, and one, moreover, Divinely settled. Man can paint a rock on canvas, but he
can not create a rock. Only the GOD of ISRAEL'S salvation can do
that. So CHRIST, theRocK OF AGES, was Divinely settled to be
the refuge and strong hold of His people. Men may set up a
Christ-an imitation Christ-but no Christ can afford a safe and
enduring resort for a soul under gracious conviction of sin but the
LORD JESUS, GOD'S ROCK OF ETERNITY.
This ROCK, like those mentioned in 1 Samuel xiii. 6, is a ROCK
not only of refuge but of defence. All hidden in CHRIST are free
from the possibility of being destroyed. The people of GOD are
called by a great variety of titles in Scripture, every one of which
is significant either of some blessed relation they bear to J EHOVAH,
or else of some precious privilege. "Thy hidden ones" is the title
by which they are designated in Psalm lxxxiii. 3, and it is one very:
28
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full of meaning. There are several senses in which it is true. Thus,
they are so called because they are hidden in CHRIST from eternity;
because as GOD'S living ones their spiritual being is hidden in Him" For ye are dead, and your life is hid with CHRIST in GOD" (Col.
iii. 3); and because they are for ever concealed in the Divine protection from the hurtful power of SATAN, sin, the world, and self.
Thus, ye persecuted, tempted ones, since ye are the LORD'S" hidden
ones" and no evil can therefore hurt you, " be strong, and of a good
courage," make your boast in Him, and seek grace practically to
keep within the cleft ROCK. Of His " hidden ones" their REDEEMER
has said, "They shall never perish." What a beautiful simile we
have in Hosea xiv. 5-" He shall cast forth his roots as LEBANON."
Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish as the
gigantic LEBANON cedars, which are celebrated for the striking
forth of their strong roots. And to what are these cedars rooted 1
In many cases to the rocks. They pierce the surface soil, and lay
hold of the rock, grasp the rock. Though the strong wind arise,
and the mighty conflicts of the air threaten their destruction, their
hold of the rock serves for resistance and victory. In instances,
however, where those trees have been uprooted, they have brought
up with them fragments of the rock. And here is our point.
Before a child of GOD can perish-before a believer in JESUS can
be plucked up and cast out-before a little one of His can come
into condemnation and curse-CuRIsT Himself must yield. For
CHRIST is in union with the faith of His people as well as with them.
CHRIST is in the faith of the saints as well as in them. CHRIST and
His Own are one, not only legally one, but one in life, one in nature.
In the sight of GOD they stand ONE CHRIST-Head and members.
SATAN, sin, the world, the flesh-not one-not all, can separate the
believer from the love of GOD in CHRIST, the ROCK OF ISRAEL.
In the East, rocks are used as human habitations. So the Secret
Place of the MOST HIGH, the cleft of the Divine ROCK-JEHOVAHJEsus-is the eternal home of everyone whom the HOLY GHOST
hath in sovereign grace made a new creature in CHRIST.
The habits of the little coney and its wonderful wisdom teach us
the great truth that there is danger outside the ROCK. How often
we hear people talk with contempt of a thing because it is little.
GOD never does so, though He is Himself so great, yea, is greatness
•
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itself. It is He Who says, "There be four things which are little
upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise" (Prov. xxx. 24).
Those little things are four creatures His hands have made, and
some of them are much despised by proud, foolish man. The ant,
the coney, the locust, and the spider are the little wise thingslittle in themselves, but wise in the estimation of their Divine
MAKER. He says, "The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they
their houses in the rocks" (Prov. xxx. 26). There is some doubt
as to the exact application of this Eastern name coney, but the best
authorities on the subject say, "It is a harmless creature, of the
same size and quality as the rabbit. Its usual residence and refuge
is in the holes and clefts of the rocks." How great the wisdom of
these defenceless creatures. They flee in their weakness to the
strong rocks, and hide themselves within their clefts from the many
dangers of the open country. How like the poor helpless sinner
whom the SPIRIT makes wise unto salvation. He always leads the
alarmed, anxious, fearful, sin-burdened one to the ROCK, points
him to the open cleft, and enables him to make his habitation in
the MIGHTY ONE, JEHOVAH-JESUS. The soul betakes himself in
all haste to the ROCK Ol<' AGES and enters there into both rest and
safety.. " In the LORD have I righteousness and strength" is the
new song the HOLY GHOST then puts into the saved sinner's heart.
And do not the Scriptures record GOD'S promise to satisfy His
ISRAEL "with honey out of the ROCK" (Psalm Ixxxi. 16) ~ Yes,
the sweetest and most nourishing supplies of grace, mercy, truth,
and peace-a full and free salvation-are found in the ROCK Ol<'
ISRAEL. Made to hunger after the honey of Covenant blessings,
the spiritual man ever seeks in CHRIST his daily portion, and seeking
finds it.
It was the rock, moreover, which yielded water throughout the
weary desert journey of the afflicted and poor pilgrim multitude.
The ISRAELITES drank of the rock-the flinty rock-that Divinely
"followed them." So the refreshing springs of the SPIRIT'S teaching are to be traced up to the Person of the ROCK-CHRIST JESUS.
Indeed, the HOLY GHOST Himself-the" Golden Oil" (Zech. iv. 12)
-flows also into the believer's heart as " the oil of gladness" from
Him Who is that ROCK of Whom JOB 'spake, when he said, "The
ROCK poured me out rivers of oil" (chapter xxix. 6).

The Gospel Magazine

436

The rocks of Nature, too, sometimes contain gold, silver, and
precious stones. "Surely there is a mine for the silver, and a place
for gold which they fine." There is. In the ROCK OF ISRAEL the
tTIle riches, durable riches, are infallibly found. Men are often
disappointed when they search for earth's precious metals in the
rocks and rivers. But in CHRIST-GOD'S RocK-dwelleth ever the
fulness of the Godhead. "In Him d welleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily" (Col. ii. 9).
And this GREAT ROCK is set in a weary land to afford" a shadow"
or shelter for faith in which to rest and to be renewed. "A MAN'
shall be as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isa. xxxii.
2). The MAN CHRIST JESUS is this glorious ROCK.
Thus, who is the burdened soul's resting-place but the PRECIOUS
ONE-the ROCK OF ISRAEL? Who is the one foundation beneath the
feet of the tempest-tossed child of GOD but the ROCK upon Whom
the SPIRIT OF GRACE hath set him, where also He hath established
his goings? Who, if not CHRIST, the smitten, the cleft ROCK, is
his shelter from the wrath which must resent a broken just law,
his shadow from the weary heat of trial and persecution, and his
defence from the coming storm? Ah! well does the Scripture
call for the song of praise from such a favoured soul-" Let the
inhabitants of the ROCK sing, let them shout from the top of the
mountains" (Isa. xlii. 11); "In the LORD shall all the seed of
ISRAEL be justified, and shall glory" (Isa. xlv. 25). Yes, JESUS
Himself, the HEAD and BRIDEGROOM of the Church, delights in
listening to the language of adoration, thanksgiving, and worship
from those who, by the HOLY GHOST, have found their eternal
habitation in Himself-the PIERCED ONE. "0 My Dove, that
art in the clelts 01 the Rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let Me
see thy countenance, let Me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice,
and thy countenance is comely" (Song of Solomon ii. 14).
Fellow-believer, "who is a Rock save our GOD?" " He is the
ROCK, His work is perfect."
" Here let me hide! To the ROCK that was riven
The dove of the valley for refuge would come;
Here let me hide till I wing me to Heaven,
To Heaven and gladness-to glory and Home."
CLIFTON, BRISTOL.

THE EDITOR.

•

Tnt Gosptl Magazine

437

PRECIOUS OINTMENT.
" It is like the pl'ecious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon
the bea-rd, even Aaron's beard: that went dmvn to the Skil·ts of
his garments. "-PSA. cxxxiii. 2.

PRECIOUS ointment. That is the topic upon which I propose to
write. The head of our great High Priest was anointed by Mary
with an alabaster box of very precious ointment. But the ointment used by her is to be distinguished from the ointment of which
the Psalmist speaks. A full description of the ointment used to
anoint Aaron is given in the book of Exodus (chap. xxx. 22-33).
It was made from a prescription Divinely given to Moses. It
consisted of pure myrrh, sweet cinnamon, sweet calamus, cassia,
and olive oil. When compounded together these" principal spices"
are called" an holy anointing oil." The ointment was to be holy
unto the Lord. It was to be set apart from all other ointments,
and was not to be used for any profane purpose, but only for the
persons and things Divinely ordered. "Upon man's flesh shall it
not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the
composition of it; it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you" (Exod.
xxx. 32). This precious and holy ointment was doubtless typical
of the Holy Ghost. Anointing oil was used to set apart prophets,
priests, and kings for the work to which they were Divinely called.
" Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him (i.e. David) in the
midst of his brethren." Then it is significantly added, "The
Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward"
(1 Sam. xvi. 13). The enduement of our Lord Jesus Christ with
the presence of the Spirit for the exercise of His threefold office of
Prophet, Priest, and King is described as an anointing. "The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because He hath anointed
Me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound." "God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power:
Who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed
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of the devil; for God was with Him" (Isa. lxi. 1; Acts x. 38).
Thus this "precious oiutment" speaks to us of the anointing
operations of the Holy Spirit in relation to Christ and His people.
The fragrance of this ointment is referred to in the Psalm-a
Psalm which the esteemed Editor of this MAGAZINE was in the
habit of reading at the Clifton Conference which he convened for
so many years. "Behold," says the inspired writer, "how good
find how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! "
Such unity and love, produced by the Spirit in the hearts of God's
children, "is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard." The ointment was
fragrant, and unity and love among the brethren in Christ are
indeed good, pleasaut, and sweet to behold. Incomparable sweetness and fragrance characterizes Him Who was anointed without
measure with the Holy Ghost. "Because of the savour of Thy
good ointments, Thy Name is as ointment poured forth." Well
might John Newton write:" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."
The Bride, too, in the view of the great Bridegroom is fragrant
as precious ointment. "How fair is thy love, My sister, My
spouse! how much better is thy love than wine! and the smell of
thine ointments than all spices" (Song i. 3; iv. 10). Solomou
says, "Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart" (Prov. xxvii. 9),
and joy is always the result of the Spirit's indwelling presence.
"The fruit of the Spirit is ... joy." God anointed our great
High Priest and our Divine King "with the oil of gladness," and
the result of His ministry upon His people is that He gives unto
the mourners in Zion " beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." To be filled
with joy is the result of being filled with the Holy Ghost. The
precious ointment, then, is typical of the anointing of the Spirit.
It was holy unto the Lord, being set apart for the Lord's service.
It was also fragrant, a sweet perfume, reminding us of that loving
unity and spiritual joy which result from the operations of the
Spirit in the hearts of the members of God's family.
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Let us noW' think of the uses of this precious ointment.
1. It was to be used to anoint the tabernacle and all its furniture.
The tabernacle of the congregation, the ark of the testimony, the
table of shewbread, the candlestick, the altar of incense, the altar
of burnt offering and the laver were all to be anointed with this
holy anointing oiL "And thou shalt sanctify them, that they
may be most holy" (Exod. xxx. 26-29). This expresses the result
of the application of the precious ointment. The tabernacle and
all its furniture were sanctified that they might be most holy.
Now the tabernacle was first a type of Christ. It was the dwellingplace of God. When the Lord gave Moses instructions as to its
erection he said, "Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may
dwell among them" (Exod. xxv. 8) When Moses set it up in the
wilderness "the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle" (Exod.
xl. 34). It was a type, therefore, of the temple of Christ's body.
That, too, was the dwelling-place of God. "The Word became
flesh, and dwelt (Greek, tabernacled) among us." The Word was
God, and He tabernacled in human form on this earth. He was
therefore anointed with the Holy Ghost for the service which He
had undertaken to render as the righteous Servant of J ehovah.
The tabernacle was also a type of the Church. " Ye," says the
Apostle, addressing the Church at Corinth, "are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them." As the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, so the
presence of the Lord fills the Church which He purchased with
His own blood. The Spirit of God dwelleth in His people, and
they are anointed by the Spirit as a spiritual temple. They are
thus sanctified, set apart from the world, and devoted to the service
of Him Whose grace and mercy they have experienced. The
Scripture is clear on this point. "He Which stablisheth us with
you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed
us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts" (2 Cor. i. 21, 22).
God's people have thus" an unction from the Holy One." How
beautifully does the anointing of the tabernacle set forth the
anointing of the Spirit in relation to Christ and His people! We
thus see Gospel truth in these Old Testament types. Do we
realize sufficiently the sanctity which attaches to the people of
God as the result of the anointing of the Spirit? The tabernacle
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was" most holy." It waS' therefore to be used only and wholly
in the service of God. So" the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are." "Therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God's."
" Are we living stones, united
To the temple of the LOf(~ ?
Then in ns He hath delighted,
And His love we shall record.
In His temple
Be His holy Name adored! "-Joseph Irons.
2. The precious ointment was used to allOint Aaron and his sons.
"And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate
(i.e. sanctify) them, that they may minister unto Me in the priest's
office." (Exod. xxx. 30). Aaron, as high priest, was a type of
Christ, Who is " an High Priest of good things to come." Of Aaron
it is said, " Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon
his head, and anoint him" (Exod. xxix. 7). Aaron's sons typified
Christ's people, who are" an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." The precious
ointment was applied to Aaron and also to all his family. It
was the "precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon
the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of
his garments." How beautiful the type! The anointing of the
Spirit came upon the Head (Christ), and it descends to all the
members of His mystical body. "Having received of the Father
the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed (or poured) forth
this, which ye now see and hear" (Acts ii. 33). From' the Holy
One, the great Head of the Church, the anointing of the Spirit is
imparted to all His people. "Of His fulness have all we received."
This impartation of the unction of the Spirit to the people of God's
eternal choice is essential for the calling out of every predestined
member of Christ's mystical body. To all such it is said, "Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which He shed (or poured) on us abundantly
throngh Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by His
grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal
life" (Titus iii. 5-7). The everlasting purpose of God, as our
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Reformers Scripturally declare in the XVIIth Article of the Church
of England, is "to deliver from curse and damnation those whom
He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by
Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour."
" Wherefore, they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of
God be called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in
due season; they through grace obey the calling: they be justified
freely: they be made sons of God by adoption: they be made
like the image of His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk
religiously in good works, and at length, by God's mercy, they
attain to everlasting felicity."
3. The precious ointment was not to be used for any other purpose.
I t was to be solely used to anoint the tabernacle and the priests,
types of Christ and His Church. "Upon man's flesh (i.e., apart
from the priestly family) shall it not be poured." "Whosoever
putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his
people" (Exod. xx..:'{. 32, 33). In like manner, the anointing
operations of the Spirit are in the New Testament limited to Christ
and His people. The promise of the Spirit is given, not to the
world, but to the Church. "I will pray the Father, and He shall
give you (i.e., disciples) another Comforter, that He may abidc
with you (i.e., the Church) for ever; even the Spirit of truth;
Whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither
knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you" (John xiv. 16, 17). The men of the world are
"sensual, having not the Spirit" (Jude 19).
The distinguishing mark of the believer is that he has the Spirit.
Hugh Stowell beautifully writes :" Jesus is our Shepherd; for the sheep He bled;
Every lamb is sprinkled with the blood He shed;
Then on each He setteth His own secret sign,, They that have My Spirit, these,' saith He, 'are Mine.' "
" If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His"
(Rom. viii. 9). Moreover, it is important to observe that no
imitation of this precious ointment was to be made. " Neither
shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of it " (Exod.
xxx. 32). There can be no counterfeit of the Spirit. Nothing can
take His place. Music, vestments, lights, gorgeous ceremonies
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may impress, but they can not awaken the dead, they can not
convict of sin, they can not sanctify the soul, they can not turn
to God. There can be no substitute for the work of the Holy
Ghost.
Finally, let us think briefly of the preciousness of this ointment.
It was precious because it was rare. There was none like it. It
was precious because it was good and therefore valuable and costly.
The anointing of the Spirit is precious because of all the blessings
which it produces. By the anointing operations of the Spirit of
our God, God's people are washed, sanctified, and justified. By
the same anointing they are taught all Divine knowledge. They
receive the things of the Spirit of God. He, too, is their abiding
Comforter, and they are strengthened and endued with power by
His presence. When the Lord's people realize that they are blessed
with all spiritual blessings in Christ, and that they owe it to the
anointing operations of the Spirit that all the blessings of redemption are communicated to their souls, they feel how precious indeed
is that spiritual ointment which has revealed to them a precious
Christ, and imparted to them precious faith in the precious blood
of the Lamb without blemish and without spot.

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

THE prayer of all should be, "Lord Jesus, as Thou bast got death,
and him that hath the power of death, under Thy feet, even so, Lord,
put them under ours."-Romaine.
How stupendous hath the kindness of God to me always been!
How often hath He brought me into sore troubles, that He might
load me with the most sweet deliverance! How often bath He drawn
me from the confines of hell, with the cords of His enlightening and
attractive Spu'it and promise! How often hath He rescued my soul
from the gates of death! Oh, His gracious, His wonderful preserva·
tion of me just now! I find I must go halting; but aflliction from
the hand' of God should not bear the name. Lord, by the sinful falls
which Thou knowest, my soul is so bruised, that I must go halting to
my grave; but let me rejoice, that beyond it the lame man shall leap
as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing: death and the
grave, 01' rather the Glory of God, shall cure all my complaints.John Brown.
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WELLSPRINGS.
PSALM

L"iii.

THIS precious little Psalm is never out of season. In shade or in
sunshine, in adversity or in prosperity, in sorrow or in joy, it is always
a delight to the living family in Zion, as they read therein their own
experience. It has been called by someone (a speaker at one of our
late Cl if ton Conferences), "The Psalm of the Crook," and comes
between" The Psalm of the Cross" (xxii.) and" The Psalm of the
Crown" (xxiv.). Who would be without it·! It is a brief but comprehensive relation of all our pilgrimage, and what the God of our
pilgrimage is to us. It is rich in promise and teaching, and full of
confident faith in what the Lord is and will be to everyone of His
children, all the way and all the days of their pilgrimage. It is like
a Sabbath day is to our souls after six days' toil. It is an entering
into that rest of soul only learned by deep and long experience, after
conflict and warfare, care and toil. It is in Him all this is sweetly
learned, and how the things of time-the petty, perishing, fretting,
chafing cares and concerns-are laid aside, and calm rest and communion is afforded the weary soul that now, brought to an end of selfseeking, is content that the Good Shepherd has taken over the charge
of His silly, weak, wandering, discontented sheep.
Thus the sweet Psalmist tells how he is cared for. "The Lord is
my Shepherd; I shall not want." How personal it all is! My
Shepherd is the Lord, tl;1erefore I shall lack nothing! He tells, too,
how he is given to enjoy co=union with his Shepherd-" He maketh
me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside the still
waters." Amid" pastures of tender grass," and "beside the waters
of quietness," the heavenly Shepherd makes" His flock to rest at noon.'
How welcome and refreshing this! When the sun shines in his strength
and the heat is fierce, the Shepherd takes His flock aside to "lie down"
and rest, by the river's bank, the moisture of which brings the springing
up of " tender grass," and the murmuring ripple of the stream soothes.
And then the Psalmist realizes the compassion of his Sbepherd-" He
restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
His Name's sake." What a glorious title is this-the Restorer. What
Divine compassion it breathes. How oft, alas! how far too often,
do His,sheep go astray, wander, backslide, forget, forsake, and need
the restoring to the fold by their Shepherd. But He does it, and for
H is Name's sake. His righteousness is in it. He can not forgo His
sworn word. He has redeemed His sheep, bought them back, and
He must needs fulfil His word, " I kept them in Thy Name."
Further, the Psalmist is. comforted-" Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art
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with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." Guided, held,
upheld, defended! What an object of Divine love and care is an
heir of God in his wilderness pilgrimage; the rod of the Shepherd to
keep off all lurking beasts of prey and to knock aside the briers and
stumbling-blocks in the path, and the staff to lead and guide and uphold.
Faith is strengthened, hope encouraged, and he says with holy confidence, "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies; Thou anointest my head with oil; my cnp runneth over."
And soaring higher in blest antICipation and hope in Him, Who hath
helped him hitherto, and will help him all the journey through, he
bursts out in joyful song, "Surely "-truly-verily-" goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in
tp.e house of the Lord for ever." There is the crowning blessing of all !
There is the glorious anticipation as well as the present blest enjoyment. Yes, David and eVeI'y sheep and lamb of the flock shall prove
how they are cared for, how they enjoy communion, how His
compassions fail not, how they are comforted, guided, defended,
granted holy confidence, and finally shall be crowned with everlasting
lovingkindness and tender mercies. Well may we enjoy singing with
dear Fawcett (1782) :" A fulness resides in J eSllS our Head,
And ever abides to answer our need;

'1'he Father's good pleasure has laid up in store
A plentiful treasure to give to the poor.
11

'Vhate'er be our wants, we need Dot to fear,
Our numerous complaints, His mercy will hear,

His fulness shall yield us abundant supplies,
His power shall shield us when dangers arise.
U

The fountain o'erflows our woes to redress.
Still more He bestows, and grace upon grace;
His gifts in abundance we daily receive,

He has a redundance for all that believe.
" \Vhatever distress awaits us below,

Such pleutiful grace will Jesus bestow
As still shall support us and silence our fear,
For nothing can hurt us while Jesus is near.

"When troubles attend, 01' danger, 01' strife,
His love will defend and guard us through life;
And when we are fainting, and ready to die,
\\Thatever is wanting His hand will supply."

And then look again, beloved reader, at the not unimportant change
from the pronoun" He " to "Thou." What shall it teach us ~ The
Psalmist speaks of his Shepherd in verses 1-3 in testimony. "He
maketh me to lie down"; "He leadeth me"; "He restoreth my
soul"; "He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His Name's
sake." And then from verses 4-6 the Psalmist uses the pronoun
Thol~. What may you and I learn from this ~ Is it not when the
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heart is moved to speak of our Jesus, to testify of His "faithful acts,"
that we are soon brought to find He has drawn near according to
promise 1 "In all places where I record My Name, I will come unto
thee, and I will bless thee." Communion! Fellowship one with the
other! And thus He changes our blessed condition from speaking
01 Him into speaking to Him-Thou. Face to face. It was so when
those two dear disciples were walking the road to Emmaus, all their
hopes crushed and their hearts sorrowing at their absent Lord, that
"Jesus Himself drew near and went with them," and presently made
their hearts to burn within them whilst He talked with them by the
way and opened their eyes that they knew Him.
Then again, in this precious little Psalm we might see how the six
titles of Jehovah are interwoven. "The Lord is my Shepherd; I
shall not want." It is as though David argued with his soul, The Lord
being my Shepherd, He will let me lack nothing, He will provideJehovah-jireh. The same God Who provided, saw for Abraham in
his trial of faith (Gen. xxii. 14). And then the words" He restoreth
my soul" bring before us the Restorer, the Healer, Who thus declared
Himself to His ancient people when they had murmured at the bitter
waters of Marah. He commanded Moses to cast in a tree which He
showed him, that the waters might be made sweet and that they could
drink thereof, and then He enriched His work by declaring, "For
I am the Lord That healeth thee "-Jehovah-1'Ophi (Ex. xv. 26).
Again, the Psalmist declares, " He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His Name's sake." And our thoughts go to that glorious
declaration of Jehovah Jesus for His Church to whom He gives His
Name: "And this is the name whereby she shall be called, The Lord
our Righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6)-Jehovah-tsidkenu. Judah saved
and Israel dwelling safely under that banner in the wilderness! And
the Psalmist encourages his heart to " fear no evil" even though he
walk in the valley of the shadow of death (an experience frequent
in life's pilgrimage and not left to the hour of the article of death),
" for Thou art with me." Where His people are, there is their Lord
and Saviour. The very name of the City of Zion is, The Lord is there
-Jehovah-shammah (Ezek. xlviii. 35). And again, the sweet singer
can testify that in the very face of his foes, " in the presence of mine
enemies," "Thou preparest a table before me." You remember the
altar which Moses built 'upon the sworn word of his God-" Because
the Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation" until Amalek be utterly wiped out of
remembrance from under heaven. Moses sheltered under that Divine
promise, and he " called the name of it Jehovah-nissi-the Lord my
banner (Ex. xvii. 15). And once more, in the sixth and last verse,
we have our sixth Jehovah title. "I shall dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever." Unbroken peace! Undisturbed repose! Perfect
satisfaction! The Lord send peace-Jehovah-shalom (Judges vi. 24).
Dear readers, have we not a rich store in this precious Word 0 f
God 1 Truths and promises to suit our every case and need. And
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the gems of beauty sparkle out in this 23rd Psalm. The title alone of
" Shepherd" and'the appropriating link" my Shepherd," what glories
lie herein! He is the Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, and the Chief
Shepherd of His ransomed flock. " The offices of a shepherd consist
of feeding, attending, directing, and defending his flock, and it is his
duty to account for everyone committed to his care," wrote one.
How fully Jesus carries this out as the Great and Good Shepherd of
His sheep! "I have lost none," He could declare, as He finished the
work His Father gave Him to do. Who are His flock 1 He is the
Shepherd of Israel (Gen. xlix. 24), and He bears this out in speaking
of His people Israel. "I will set up one shepherd over· them, and he
shall feed them, even My servant David; he shall feed them, and he
shall be their shepherd"; "And ye My flock, the flock of My pasture,
are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord God" (Ezek. xxxiv.
23 and 31). This is the Divine Shepherd, Who needed to take upon
Himself the two natures in order to exercise a true pastoral care;
to be with them and over them. Yes, over them, for their ShepherdKing is to rule and feed them, and He must be Divine as well as
incarnate Jesus. "Unless He were God," says an able writer, " how
could He attend with unwearied application and unwearied love to
the innumerable wants, infirmities, wanderings, and diseases of His
flock, scattered everywhere, and everywhere demanding Him 1" He
is an Omnipotent and Omnipresent Shepherd.
And He will be with them to the end. Just as the last offices of
the day for the Eastern shepherd are to see not only to the folding
of his sheep, but to their necessities, their weariness, their wounds, so
our Great Shepherd to the very last moment of their lives cares for
His sheep. The last act of the day to the shepherd of the East is
the "rodding," or counting, and as they pass under the rod or
staff of him that counts them, he would take particular notice of
each individually. There is here one that is thirsty in the barren
land, and the shepherd's cup is ready for the weary one to drink.
So that in grateful refreshing the Psalmist puts it into language, " My
cup runneth over." Then there is a bruised and torn one, one tbat
has been a foolish sheep and got away from its fellows, and sought
to choose out its own way. Alas, to its own hurt! The shepherd has
gone out to seek and find and bring back any such wanderer. But
the sheep has its scars, and the tender shepherd stoops to bind up the
wounds and pour in oil. Psalm civ. 15 connects oil with wine and
bread, which beautifully teaches the need of it. Not only do we
need feeding, but healing. "He causeth the grass to grow for the
cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth
food out of the earth; and wine that maketh glad the heart of man.
and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth
man's heart." And thus does our Shepherd-King crown us. It is
the crown of goodness and mercy, tender forgiving love and faithfulness, and we shall dwell in the house of our God for ever.
Now, beloved reader, have we not a rich portion indeed in that
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Covenant Great Shepherd of His sheep ~ Since we can say, "The
Lord is my Shepherd," may we be enabled to dismiss our doubts and
fears, and trust in Him Who has undertaken to supply all our needs
so that we "shall not want." May a grateful heart often rise to Him
Who spreadeth such a bountiful table before us in our pilgrimage
journeyings, and that in the face of our enemies, so that in providence
and grace we lack nothing. And when we falter and fail, He is at
hand to restore our soul and lead back into His paths of peace and
righteousness. And to the end of life's latest breath He is with us,
and stays us by His staff and rod, and whispers, "It is I." May
grace-constrained hearts "hear" the Shepherd's voice, know, and
follow Him.
An old GOSPEL MAGAZINE (1781) has a hymn to the point ;It

Tell us, 0 our Best Beloved,

Where Thou feed'st Thy tender flock;
""bere they rest at noon, discover;

Shelter us beneath that Rock I
11

Let no idol e'er divide us
From Thee, Lord, in Whom we live;

By Thy loving counsel guide ns,
And our souls at last receive.
B

Sho,,, us, Lord, Thy great salvation;

Keep us till the storm shall cease;
In the world we've tribulation,
But in Thee a solid peace.
" No good thing shall be denied us,
Thou wilt grace and glory give;
By Thy counsel Thou wilt guide us,
And at last our souls receive.

11

R.
" SOME people," said the excellent Philip Henry, "do not like to
hear much of repentance; but I think it so necessary, that if I should
die in the pulpit, I wish to die preaching repentance, and if out of the
pulpit, practising it."
As the paper receives from the press letter for letter; as the wax
reeeives from the seal print for print; or as the glass reeeives face for
face; so do believers receive from Christ grace for grace. That is, for
every grace that is in Him there is a measure of grace in them.-Dyer.
OH, wonder! that Christ should love His enemies-such enemies,
with such love I-love them better than His life who hated Him to
death I-love them unchangeably who hated Him implacably I-love
them against all provocations and discouragements who hated Him
without a cause I-love them with superlative love who hated Him
with perfect hatred! Behold what manner of love! behold, and
wonder !-Clarkson (17th Century).
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Sermon", anll jllotef,) of Sennon",.
NOTES

OF

A

SERMON

PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. JAMES OMUSTON.

" I write unto you, liule ehildre;n, because your sins are forgiven you
for His Name's sake."-1 JOHN ii. 12.

THIS precious Epistle is written to the family of God divided into
fathers, young men, and little children. That is the same family as
we have described in Ephesians iii. 15-" Of Whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named." "The whole family." We are addicted
too much, dear friends, to thinking of the people of God as a scattered
and divided people instead of as one family. Man can not divide
what God has made one, and His Church is just one-neither more
nor fewer. It is so important we should realize this as the truth of
God. His word concerning the oneness of His Church shall never
pass away. His Church will always he His Own choice people. I
delight to dwell on this 15th verse-" the whole family in heaven and
earth." Death does not divide God's people.
"Part of the host have crossed the Hood,
And part are crossing now."

And there is still a people that have to cross, and will be safe in crossing
the flood that divides those in heaven and those on earth.
God's Name has been put on His people by Himself.
11'

These,' saith He, 'are Mine.'

11

Man may call them by various names and lay stress on minor difficulties
and differences, but God does not recognize these difficulties and
differences. He sees them, and counteracts them, and always has
His Own loving way. "These people have I formed for Myself," and
no one has any right to interfere. His ways are perfect. He looks
on this assembly to-night-it contains a number of His dear people,
and He says, "This people have I formed for ~Iyself; they shall
shew forth My praise." God is of one mind in His mercy, and none
can divert Him from His purposes. "Of Whom the whole family
... is named." They are called after Him, made to show forth His
glory and praise, and His praise shall be perfected in them.
John was between eighty and ninet,y, it is supposed, at the time he
wrote this Epistle. This aged true servant of God writes by inspiration
to these" little children" of God. "I write unto you, little children."
Now, I may call your attention to the fact that the one word used by
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost in the 12th verse translated by us as
" little children" is a different word altogether h'om that used in the
13th verse, though translated also as " little children." Because the
inspired Apostle is speaking in the 12th verse of the whole family,
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the whole family of God's redeemed people, called by God's grace, some
of them" fathers," some" young men," and also this family contains
"little children" who "have known the Father," who bave been
born again, but who are very little ones as compared with the
"young men" and" fathers" of the family. "I write unto you,"
the whole family. I consider the expression" little children" in the
12th verse is a term of endearment. The whole family is a dear
family, much-superlatively-loved by the loving God, and taught
to love one another with a pure he"rt, fervently. God loves His dear
children with a supreme, unchanging love, and He would have His
children follow Him in this and supremely love one another for His
sake. John was the inspired penman employed to write God's thoughts
of His dear children. God gives much by inspiration that we can
not understand, but we have faith and believe what we can not under·
stand. So I shonld say, Hold fast what God says, He can not change
nor alter, His Word endureth for ever.
" I write unto you "-saints of God and called of Jesus by name" little children "-this implies the tender, redeeming love which God
has for His people as revealed in His Holy Word-" because your sins
are forgiven you for His Name's sake." John was inspired by the
Holy Ghost in this matter. He knew that those whom God called
effectually by His grace, whether fathers, young men, or very little chil·
dren, were God's peculiar people. God perfectly forgives His believing
people their sins-all their sins, past, present, and to come. "I have
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy
sins" (Isa. xliv. 22). "Their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more" (Heb. x. 17). For every form of sin He has provided an atone·
ment in His beloved Son. We do not at all times and alike-as
believers-realize or feel the reality and reference of this truth to
ourselves, but let it be the truth of God. He has spoken once on this
subject in His holiness-" Their sins and iniquities will I remember
no more." God is pleased judicially to forget the sins of His people;
He keeps His word in the Epistle to the Hebrews in the fulness of it,
and beauty and completion of it, in reference to ourselves. God's
dear people are washed from all sin in the blood of the Lamb, once and
for ever. It is not a progressive work; it abideth to the glory of God
Who has done it for His Name's sake. "I write unto you, little
children, because your sins are forgiven you for His Name's sake."
John does not doubt it at all; whether they be "fathers," " young
men," or "little children," they are the believing, repentant people
of God, and are an acceptable people for Christ's dear sake. How
blessed is all this! " For by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14). The sanctified people of
God are the same people as the believing people of God. Christ is
the sanctification of His people-" Who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption "-these go
together. All these four blessings cohere and can not be sundered
one from another. The people of God are all that. These four views
29
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of truth hang together never to be sundered. Have you looked into
it yourselves feelingly? Do so prayerfully and waitingly, and God
will~make it plain. Wisdom-righteousness-sanctification-redemption Christ is made unto us - equally. Therefore Christ is the
perfect sanctification of His people. "For their sakes I sanctify
Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth" (John
xvii. 19). Do we lay sufficient stress on this truth in our experience?
We ought to lay it seriously to heart in order that we may walk as
becometh the doctrine of Christ Who asserts and holds fast to this
truth-He is made to be "unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption." Hold fast by each of those four
particulars which God by His grace and love has made to be true of
everyone of His accepted people that they may be truly sanctified.
" Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now where
remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin" (Heb. x. 17, 18).
The remission of sins-mark that well, and meditate on it prayerfully.
It is true of every gracious believer in the Lord Jesus Christ that there
is no more offering for sin. Christ has finished His work. He said so
with His dying breath. "It is finished "-and He did not linger after
that, but immediately sent away His spirit, which was of the essence
of His sacrifice for sin. And when He had bowed His head and given
up the ghost, and had remained in the tomb the appointed time, He
came forth, the Resurrection and the Life for His dear people for
whom He had paid the price, and they believe in Him as risen from
the dead. In simplicity this is the truth of the Gospel. Grace has
enabled us to believe in the Risen One Who bore our sins, not in part
but altogether, so that no sin remained unatoned for, unpaid for in its
penalty by Him. So there is " no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus." We, through grace, believe that there is no more
offering for sin. We are on God's side of the resurrection, in Christ.
We have also, personally and practically, passed from death into life.
Through grace this is our calling, to know that we have passed out
of death into life. Rest, then, in the Risen One Who has satisfied
once and for ever for sin. "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness'to everyone that believeth." Rest satisfied with Him crucified and
raised from the dead. "Who was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification" (Rom. iv. 25)-nothing can prevail
to the contrary of that blessed truth. Those who believe are justified
freely from all things, from which they could never have been by the
law of Moses. As believers we wadk in Christ, in Christ risen from the
dead. Let us seek to know more of the power of this truth and exhibit
it by grace more constantly-" the power of His resurrection," and
that will entail on us the partaking-the fellowship-of His sufferings.
But this we have, through grace, as the Holy Spirit enables us, and
we grow daily in the knowledge of this truth. "To Him give all the
prophets witness that through His Name whosoever beJieveth in Him
shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). "To Him "-Christ
Jesus crucified, risen, exalted. Mark that text in your Bibles, dear
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friends. "To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His
Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins,"
that is MW, in this present world. Now is the day of salvation-in this
present world; now is the accepted time.
May God give us grace to hide these precious truths secretly in our
hearts and meditate on them frequently, that our profiting may
appear unto all, and that we may thus glorify the grace that called us,
and brought us in, and keeps us in the nanow way through good
report and through evil report-even to the end.
May God give us the enjoyment of this more and more, and may it
become a reahty to us, that" your sins are forgiven you for His Name's
sake." He has established His Truth on this foundation, and can
not be moved therefrom.
Now, unto Him Wno loved us and washed us from our sins in His
Own blood-to Him be all the glory and all the praise now and for
ever. Amen.
ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JULY 2ND, 1916,
BY THE REV. R J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.
" Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast,
and which entereth into that within the veil; whither the Forerunner
is for us entered, even Jeslls."-HEBREWS vi. 19, 20.

THE hope of which my text speaks is further defined in verse 18 as
"the hope set before us "-" Who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us."
This hope is set before us in the GospeL Writing to the saints and
faithful brethren in Christ at Colosse, the Apostle says: "If ye be
not moved away from the hope of the Gospel which ye have heard."
The hope set before us is Christ Jesus (1 Tim. i. 1). In the Epistle
to the Ephesians the Apostle describes those who were formerly
" without Christ," as having, then, "no hope,"
Multitudes indeed have a hope which they have set before themseLves ;
a hope, it may be, of prospering in the world; of making money, or a
competence; of getting a comfortable home; and such like things.
But this is only a temporal hope. There is an end of these things.
" The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever."
.
" Oh, but," you say, " we have a hope of heaven, a hope of eternal
happiness." So far good, but on what is this founded ~ There is
such a thing as " a refuge of lies." "The hope of the hypocrite shall
perish." These are Scriptural expressions. "A good hope through
grace," is " CHRIST in you, the hope of glory" (CoL i. 27). Have you
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fled for refuge to lay hold upon that hope?

Has your cry been-

"Jesus, refuge of my soul,

Let me to Thy bosom fly"?
This flying for refuge implies a sense of danger. Our danger is
caused by sin. "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God." "The wages of sin is death." If a German Zeppelin were
dropping bombs near us, we should realize our danger, we should be
thankful for a safe place of refuge. The sinner is in danger of perishing
everlastingly. Yet how few heed the cry, "Flee from the wrath to
come" !

Do you feel your need of a refuge from sin's consequences? Christ
is an all-sufficient, a perfect Saviour. "He is able to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for the"," (Hebrews vii. 25) .. God Himself, God
in Christ, is a refuge for us. And therefore David says, "I flee unto
Thee to hide me."
" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee."
If we have this hope it will be as " an anchor of the soul ",in these
times of storm and strain. "Which hope we have as an anchor of
the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within
the veil; whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus." It
is fixed upon Him Who is at the right hand of God.
"Our hope can never, never fail,
For J esns pleads, and must prevail."

We are called, in the terms of the forthcoming National Mission, to
"repentance and hope." If men truly repent of their sins and turn
to the Lord with Godly sorrow, they will need an object for their
faith and hope.
If we believe the Gospel-the glad tidings of an Almighty Saviour
-our hope will be fixed upon God in Christ. This is a hope that
shall never be ashamed. The Lord Jesus, our Saviour, after His
atoning work was done, rose again, and ascended, and entered into
heaven as our Forerunner, representing us before the throne of God,
thus fulfilling the type of the high priest of old, who represented the
tribes of Israel, when he entered into the Holy of holies, with the
blood of the sacrifices-the "sin offerings," which he had offered
for himself and for the people, on the "Day of Atonement." In
Him, on Whom we believe, we are now and always accepted before
God.
" Immovable. our hope remains,

Within the veil our anchor lies,
Jesus, Who washed us from our stains,
Shall bear us safely to the skies."
Dear friends, a good hope, a sure hope, is founded upon Christ.
Not upon sacraments, or religious exercises, or creature goodness, or
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works of charity,:or performing one's duty, or doing one's best, but
upon Christ-His -merits alone.
11

I stand upon His merit,

I know no other stand,
Not e'en where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's Land."

God grant that this may indeed be your hope and mine.

Amen.

THE CHURCH'S l'ITDNIGHT JOURNEY.

" This is lIe, That was in the Church in the wilderness."-AcTs vii. 38.
IN the first two chapters of Deuteronomy there are several references
to the wilderness. There is much, very much, that is helpful, comforting, and profitable to the Church in her present earthly midnight
journey underlying these references. Let us look into the names and
circumstances attached to them, and may the Holy Spirit direct our
thoughts, and grant that we gather a great deal from the deep lovely
lessons hidden under the surface words.
The first lesson brought home to us in chapter i. 1 is, that we, like the
children of Israel, are" in the wilderness." This is our present position,
our present place. There are SOlTOWS, lonelinesses, barrennesses connected with their wilderness life that ofttimes well-nigh overcome the
children of God, even as the children of Israel were ofttimes wellnigh overcome. But they never were quite! Neither shall we be !
Pained, pressed, perplexed, almost beyond measure, we may be, but
never utterly forsaken. Cast down we often shall be, but cast off,
never! Cast down by reason of our sinfulness, the weakness of the
flesh, the conflict of the warfare, and the apparent failure of our best
efforts. All this will perpetually accompany us, but the joy of the
Lord is our strength in spite of it. For though the Church is in the
wilderness, Christ Himself is in the Church. He is incessantly indwelling her, forgiving, comforting, and upbolding her. He will never cast
her off. "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the
voice of His Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ~ Let
him trust in the Name of the Lord, and stay upon his God" (Isa. I. 10).
Many are the hours that we " walk in darkness," for as the second passage in Deuteronomy tells us, the wilderness is " great and terrible"
(verse 19). There are times when the greatness of the earthly way
appears interminable. Nay! dear child of God, dear weary fellowtraveller, every way has its appointed end, and yours and mine may
be far nearer than we think. "He knoweth tbe way that I take,"
" terrible" though the tribulations, troubles, and tempests of that
way may be. "He knoweth," and that is better than our knowing.
Let us look up to Him and lean on Him; He knows all about it, and is
ever present with us, and sees to it that it is safe, however steep and
stony. Is not this emphasized by the third reference, in verse 31 ~
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Have we not" seen," again and again, "in all the way that [we] went,"
the Lord's unfailing lovingkindness, His tender mercies, His faithful
forgiveness, His patient dealings with us ~ Aye! verily we have,
sinful, faithless, and rebellious though we have been. He is to us what
He was to the Israelites, our faithful, changeless God. We have fallen
frequently, but He abideth faithful. Ob! for grace to walk more and
more in His strength, so that the stumblings of om footsteps shall be
less frequent, and our progress more sure. Fourthlv, it was" by the
way of the sea" (verse 40, and chapter ii. 1). Yes, and it ever "iH be !
Depths of temptation and trial will threaten to overwhelm us to the end.
But the fifth reference in chapter ii. 7 groups together five beautiful
and encouraging thoughts. It is the place of blessing-" The Lord thy
God hath blessed thee." The place of knowledge-""He knoweth." The
place of progress-" He knoweth thy walking." The place of His presence-" The Lord thy God hath been with thee." And the place of
prosperity-" Thou hast lae-ked nothing." This is a grand summary
of the wilderness journey.
In verses 26-29 we see how ~loses sent a message to a fellow-man,
and his fellow· man sent a mess~ge back (verse 30). It was a wrong and
unkind answer in this instance. So sometimes with us. ~lan fails to
help us when we ask him, he refuses to come to our aid when we need
him, he declines to act for us when he might do so. What followed in
the case of the Israelites ~ The Lord spoke to His servant Moses
(verse 31). and comforted and guided and fought for His people, and
gave them possession (verses 31-36). Is His hand shortened to-day 1
No, oh no. He will do for us what He did for them-give us possession"
where we only sought passage (compare verses 27, 28, with 30,31). He
will give us a place in which to bring forth fruit, though we fancied that
no fruit could be found in the wilderness (Hosea ii. 13, 14). There are
other things He gives us too sometimes. "He giveth songs in the
night," to cheer us till the daylight dawns. Then we sing of His love.
and so the message is passed on to our fellow· pilgrims, and maybe it
comforts them also. His whole Word, too, is a message from Himself,
of which we never tire. The more we love and study that most precious
Wor,d, and meditate on its wonderful truths, promises, assurances, and
exhortations, the shorter and sweeter our joumey seems. How often,
moreover, our loving Lord sends us some special message from this
same source, through one of His servants-a faithful sermon, a helpful
letter, a quoted teA-t, all these are His messages to His loved ones.
Wonderfully sweet they are.
Thus the Christian individually, and the Church collectively, is in a
prepared and a productive place, despite adverse appearances. But
the wildemess journey is a midnight journey-the day will be spent at
Home. The Bride is being robed for her nuptials-her Bridegroom
has not yet come. Midnight darkness is around her now, midnight
experiences and midnight fears, yes, and midnight sins. But her
darkest hour is before the dawn. The day is at hand! The long, dark
night seems nearly over, and the Bridegroom is hourly expect-ed to call
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for and claim His Bride. "Who is this that cometh up from the
wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved 1 " (Song of Solomon viii. 5.) It
is the Bride of His choice whom He redeemed with His most precious
blood. He showed her her unworthiness by His Spirit. He gave her
to see her undone condition by nature, and she then knew herself to be
" black." He caused her to cry unto Him for a covering, and He
wrapped and enveloped her in His righteousness. He gave her repentance. He gave her faith. He drew her to love Him. He calls her His
own-" My darling [ma,rgin, My only one]" (Psa, xxii. 20, xxxv. 17).
He moves her to respond to His love. She knows that she is His, she
knows that He loves her. And what does He ask of her 1 Patience
in tribulation, service while waiting, trust during absence. And
throughout her midnight journey He is with her. She rests in His love.
This is her present position. A very safe, a very sweet, and a very satisfying one is her privileged pOltion now. "All night" the Church is in
Him and He is in the Church. In spite of sorrows and temptations He
is yet her rest. And He will allow no one and no thing to separate His
Bride horn Himself. He loves her too well to do so, with an everlasting, never-changing love. He will take her finally out of her temptations and her tl'ials, but until then He is with her in her midnight loneliness, longing, and sighing. He went through birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension for her. Many events in His own earthly sojourn
were "at night." When did His birth take place 1 It was "by
night" that the shepherds were apprised of it (Luke ii. 8). When was
the Lord's Supper instituted 1 "Now when the even was come, He
sat down with the twelve" (Matt. xxvi. 20). and we read that Judas
" having rl)ceived the sop went immediately out: and it was night"
(John xiii. 30). When did His resurrection take place 1 "In the end
of the Sabbath as it began to dawn" (l\'fatt. xxviii. 1). Lastly, when
is He coming again 1 "And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold,
the Bridegroom cometh " (Matt. xxv. 6). Then the midnight wilderness journey of the Church will be over. All its darkness, dangers,
and difficulties will be past, and she will rest in His love apart
horn temptation, as before she rested in it in spite of temptation.
Meanwhile, she is to " run with patience," to " walk in the light," to
"grow in grace," to "press toward the mark." And even while she warfares and hastes horn grace to glory, she is to " rest in the Lord." She
is to expect" rest" though she" runs," peace though she fights, stillness though she presses on. What is one of her Lord's commands to
her 1 "Be still, and know that I am God." Yes, verily, she may!
He " will be exalted" in spite of appearances; He" will be exalted"
in spite of circumstances; He" will be exalted" in spite of difficulties.
Therefore may the trials and tribulations of our individual midnight
experiences never cause us to lose our communion with HinI, or hinder
our work for HinI; they can not cut off our union with HinI. We are
straining our eyes now for the morning. "lI'fake haste, my Beloved,"
is our heart-wrung cry, " until the daybreak, and the shadows flee
a.way."

Clap/on, N.E.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 36-41.

By THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN'LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
(Continued from page 426.)
VERSE 36. "Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies, and not to gain."
How much is involved in this prayer! Before we can honestly pray
it, we must be delivered from that natural spirit within us, which
saith of God, "Depart from US, for we desire not the knowledge of
Thy ways." It is well set out to us in 1 Kings viii. 57, 58-" The
Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers: let Him not
leave us, nor forsake us: that He may incline our hearts unto Him,
to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commandments, and His
statutes, and His judgments, which He co=anded our fathers."
And how solemn the fact that we may be amongst professors, who
can pretend even to much love, and yet know nothing of this prayer.
" They come unto Thee as Thy people cometh, and they sit before
Thee as Thy people, and they hear Thy words, but they will not do
them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their heart
goeth after their covetousness." What need have we of a watchful
11S well as a prayerful spirit.
Verse 37. "Turn away mine eyes from seeing falsehood; in Thy
ways quicken me." Literally," Make my eyes to pass." Here the
Psalmist desires not even to see, much less to gaze at with delight,
falsehood-that is, any other object of trust than God; for example,
idols, and human power (see Psa. xxxi. 6, xl. 4, lxii. 9); but rather
make me with living energy to pursue the way marked out by Thee.
Revive me from the death of spiritual helplessness.
Verse 38. "Stablish Thy word unto Thy servant, who is de-voted to
Thy fear." The word "stablish " or "confirm" signifies to perform
and do (see 2 Sam. vii. 25), and that continually. Compare Deut.
xxvii. 26 with Gal. iii. 10. Being Thy servant, make good to me Thy
word" which is for Thy fear" (so the latter part of the sentence may
be read), that is to say, which is (namely, the word) for producing
it. Or," which is to those who fear Thee"; for God's word of promise
belongs peculiarly to such. See an instance in the case of Abraham.
He manifested the fear of God by commanding his children and his
household after him; and mark well the promise attached thereto" They shall keep the way of the Lord" (Gen. xviii. 19). See 1 Kings
ii. 4, viii. 25.
Verse 39. "Turn away my disgrace which I dread, for Thy judg·
ments are good." Some who take the penman of this Psalm to be
David, think that hel'e he has some reference to his sins in the case
of Uriah and Bathsheba, lest they should be a perpetual reproach on
his name and family, which he feared. Our hope of freedom from
inconsistency is in God's power qnickening us to live according to
His Word, which He leads us to love.
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"For Thy judgments are good," that is. the time must therefore
come when Thy" justice" will turn the reproach from Thy Church
upon the world. See Isaiah xxv. 8, lxvi. 5; Zeph. ii, 8-10. The
Hebrew word for" fear" in this verse is a strong one. and signifies
rather" dread." Compare Deut. ix. 19, xxviii. 60; Job ix. 28.
Verse 40. "Behold. I long for Thy precepts; in Thy righteousness
quicken me." Just as Peter. on one occasion. appealed to the Saviour.
" Lord, Thou knowest all things. Thou knowest that I love Thee," so
here the Psalmist appeals to the Divine omniscience-Thou seest that
I long for Thy precepts. To long for God's precepts, says Alexander.
is to long for the knowledge of them. and for grace to obey them.
The last clause prays that since God's judgments are good, instead
of killing they may make alive. We must not overlook the great
fact that we can trace a greater than David 01' Moses here; for example,
when we think of the" reproach" spoken of in the 39th verse. who
does not connect with it the words of the 69th Psalm. which
confessedly are the words of the great Head of the Church-" Reproach
hath broken My heart"; "Thou hast known l\fy reproach"; in
point of fact it is impossible, if we lose sight of Christ personal and
Christ mystical, to read the Psalms to profit. As we peruse these
pages. may our souls be going out in greater desires after likeness to
Jesus, and to that spiritual-mindedness which is connected with life
and peace. resting assured that if we can enter into these petitions
as expressing in any measure the desire of our souls. if we know what
it is at times to breathe them forth to God. we give the best evidence
of the life of God in our souls. and of that being clothed with humility
and walking humbly with our God. of which the Bible speaks.
Verse 41. "Let Thy mercies come also unto me. 0 Lord. even Thy
salvation, according to Thy word." The description of mercy given by
an eminent servant of God now gone to his rest. will not be inappropriate in connection with the above words. He says: "Mercy is
the source and fountain of all our spiritual blessings. But what is
mercy 1 It embraces several particulars. First, it embraces a feeling
of pity and compassion. But pity and compassion do not fill up the
whole idea of mercy; for we read that God's 'tender mercies are over
all His works' (Psa. cxlv. 9). Thus the Lord, in sparing Nineveh.
l'emembered even the cattle (Jonah iv. 11). And when He caused
the waters of the deluge to assuage. it was because He ' remembered
Noah and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in
the ark' (Gen. viii. I), There is in the bosom of their Creator mercy
and pity even for the brute creation. As full of mercy. He also •relieveth the fatherless and widow' (Psa. cxlvi. 9), and' loveth the sLranger
in giving him food and raiment' (Deut. x. 18). We must therefore
add to the idea of pity and compassion another mark. that of pardon.
in order to show what mercy is as extended to the family of God.
For the Lord's people are sinners, and as such, being transgressors
of God's holy law, need pardon and forgiveness. This then is the
Lord's own description of Himself-' The Lord, the Lord God, merciful
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and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin' (Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7). But in order to complete the full description of mercy, we must ever view it as flowing through the blood and
obedience of Immanuel. Mercy was not, like creation, a mere display
of an attribute of Jehovah. If I may use the expression, it cost the
Godhead a price-' Ye are bought with a price' (1 Cor. vi. 20). It
was not in the Father the mere exercise of compassion, it cost Him the
gift of His only-begotten Son. It cost the Son His own agonizing
sufferings and death. It cost the Holy Ghost this price, that He should
come and take up His abode in the hearts of sinners, and should' bear
with their manners in the wilderness.' Thus mercy is not simply
pity and compassion, nor is it the mere pardon of sin, but as flowing
through the channel of Immanuel's precious obedience it cost the
Three-One God an infinite, unspeakable price."
This then it was in all its fulness that the Psalmist prayed might
come unto him, that is, might be performed unto him, come to pass
unto him, as the word is used in Judges xiii. 12. It is remarkable
how clearly we are taught in the Bible the necessity of a personal
interest in, and application and enjoyment of, the good things that
it reveals. The first question of an awakened soul will be, "What
must I do to be saved ~" And is not it continually the cry of God's
seeking family, who are seeking the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation "~ And will such stop
short of the knowledge of salvation through the remission of theil'
sins 1 It can not be, for the attainment of this is that which constitutes the Church's fullest praise. "And in that day thou shalt say,
o Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me, Thine
anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my
salvation; I will trust and not be afraid: for the Lord J ehovah is my
strength and my song; He also is become my salvation." Stop not
short of this, then, but pray in the language of the penman of this
verse-" Let Thy mercies come also unto me, 0 Lord, even Thy
salvation"; and as you thus plead, mark the encouragement" according to Thy word" -Covenant mercies and Coven<lnt blessings,
even the sure mercies of David.
(To be continued.)
"A PRISONER OF HOPE."
[A FEW GLEANINGS FROM THE LETTERS OF SAMUEL RUTHERFORD,
WRITTEN IN THE PRISON OF ABERDEEN, WHICH HE NAMED, AND
WHICH WAS TO HIM, "CHRIST'S PALACE IN ABERDEEN."]

To his Parishioners :-" 0, if any pain, any sorrow, any loss that I
can suffer for Christ and for you, were laid in pledge to buy Christ's
love to you, and that I could lay my dearest joys next to Christ my
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Lord in the gap, betwixt you and eternal destruction! 0, if I had
paper as broad as heaven and earth, and ink as the sea and all the
rivers and fountains of the earth, and were able to write the love, the
worth, the excellency, the sweetness, and due praises of our dearest
and fairest Well-Beloved; and then if ye could read and understand
it! What could I want if my ministry among you_should make a
marriage between the little Bride in that bounds and the Bridegroom 1
0, what a prey had I gotten to have you catched in Christ's net! 0,
then I had cast out my Lord's lines and His net with a rich gain! 0,
then well-wared pained breast and sore back, and a crazed body, in
speaking early and late to you! 1\1y witness is above, your heaven
would be two heavens to me, and the salvation of you all as two
salvations to me; I would subscribe a suspension, and a fristing of
my heaven, for many hundred years (according to God's good pleasure),
if ye were sure in the upper lodging, in our Father's house before me."

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

" The forbidden lords have sentenced me with deprivation and confinement within the town of Aberdeen. I am charged in the king's
name to enter against the twentieth day of August next, and there
to remain during the king's pleasure, as they have given it out: howbeit CIll'ist's green cross newly laid upon me be somewhat heavy,
while I call to mind the many fair days, sweet and comfortable to my
soul, and to the souls of many others, and how young ones in Christ
are plucked from the breast, and the inheritance of God laid waste.
Yet that sweet-smelled and perfumed cross of Christ is accompanied
with sweet refreshments, with the kisses of a King, with the joy of
the Holy Ghost, with faith that the Lord hears the sighing of a
prisoner, with undoubted hope (as sure as my Lord liveth) after this
night to see daylight and Christ's sky to dear up again upon me and
His poor kirk, and that in a strange land amongst strange faces. He
will give favour in the eyes "f men to His poor oppressed servant, who
do not but love that Lovely One, that Princely One, Jesus, the
Comforter of his soul."-(Written from Edinburgh.)
" 0, how sweet are the sufferings of Christ, for Christ! God forgive
them that raise an ill repor& upon the sweet cross of Christ; it is but
our weak and dim eyes that look but to the black side that makes
us mistake: those who can take that crabbed tree handsomely upon
their back, and fasten it on cannily, shall find it such a burden, as
wings uuto a bird or sails to a ship."
" I never knew, by my nine years' preaching, so much of Christ's
love, as He hath taught me in Aberdeen by six months' imprisonment."

*

*

*

"Sweet, sweet is the cross of my Lord; the blessing of God upon
the cross of my Lord Jesus. My enemies have contributed (beside
their design) to make me blessed. This is my palace, not my prison;
especially when my Lord shineth and smileth upon His poor afflicted
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and sold J oseph, who is separated from his brethren; but often He
hideth Himself, and there is a day of law, and a court of challenges
within me."

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

" Poor folks must either borrow or beg from the rich, and the only
thing that commendeth sinners to Christ, is extreme necessity and
want. Christ's love is ready to make and provide a ransom and
money, for a poor body, who hath lost his purse. 'Ho, ye that have
no money, come and buy' (Isa. Iv. 1). That is the poor man's
market."
" 0, that this land were humbled in time, and by prayers, cries, and
humiliation, would bring Christ in at the church·door again, now,
when His back is turned towards us, and He is gone to the threshold,
and His one foot (as it were) is out of the door. I am sure, His
departure is our deserving, we have bought it with our iniquities; for
even-the Lord's own children are fallen asleep."
" o! If ye and all Scotland, and all our brethren with you, knew
how I am feasted! Christ's honeycombs drop comforts. He dineth
with His prisoner, and the King's spikenard casteth a smell. The
devil can not get it denied, but we suffer for the apple of Christ's eye,
His royal prerogatives as King and Lawgiver. Let us not fear or faint.
He will have His Gospel once again rouped in Scotland, and have the
matter going to voices to see who will say, let Christ be crowned King
in Scotland."
"If this land were humbled, I would look that our skies should
clear, and our day dawn again; and ye should then bless Christ, Who
is content to save your travel, and to give Himself to you, in pure
ordinances on this side of the sea. I know the mercy of Christ is
engaged by promise to Scotland, notwithstanding He bring wrath, as
I fear He shall, upon this land."

"°

happy soul for evermore, who can rightly compare this life with
that long-lasting life to come, and can balance the glory of the one,
with the light golden vanity of the other! The day of the Lord is
now near at hand, and all men shall come out in their blacks and
whites, as they are. There shall be no borrowed, lying colours in that
day, when Christ shall be called Christ, and no longer nick-named:
now men borrow Christ and His white colour, and the lustre and
fairding of Christianity; but how many counterfeit masks will be
burnt in the day of God, in the fire that shall burn the earth and the
works that are in it."
" The remembrance of a feast increaseth hunger in a hungry man;
but who knoweth, but Oill" Lord will yet cover a table in the wilderness
to His hungry bairns, and build the old waste places in Scotland,
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and bring home Zion's captives. I desire to
sight, till I see the Lamb on His throne, than
green with grass, and the dew lying upon the
the crown put upon Christ's head in Scotland
it shall be so, and that Christ shall mow down

see no more glorious
to see Mount Zion all
tops of the grass, and
again. And I believe
His enemies."

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

"0 that salvation would come for Zion! I am for the present
hanging by hope, waiting what my Lord will do with me, and if it
will please my sweet Master to send me amongst you again, and keep
out an hireling from my poor people and flock. It were my heaven,
till I come home, even to spend this life in gathering in some to Christ.
I have still greater heaviness for my silence, and my forced standing
idle in the market, when this land hath such a plentiful, thick harvest;
but I know His judgments Who hath done it, past finding out."
" I find my prison the sweetest place, that ever I was in; my Lord
Jesus is kind to me, and hath taken the mask off His face, and is
content to quit me all by-gones. I dare not complain of Him. And
for my silence, I lay it before Christ. I hope it shall be a speaking
silence. He Who knoweth what I would, knoweth that my soul
desireth no more, but that King Jesus may be great in the north of
Scotland, in the south, and in the east, and west, through my sufferings, for the freedom of my Lord's house and kingdom. If I could
keep good quarters in time to come with Christ, I would fear nothing."
" Come further in on Christ, and see a new treasure in Him: come
in, and look down, and see angels wonder, and heaven and earth's
wonder of love, sweetness, majesty, and excellency in Him."
"Grace, Grace be with you."
Extracted by J. G.

CONFIDENCE IN GOD NOT TO BE CAST AWAY.
" Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence
of reward. "-HEBREWS x. 35·

THERE is implied in this exhortation, that times and seasons will be
found in the life of those who have been made partakers of the
heavenly calling-and so, separated to God by regenerating gracein the which they will be much tempted to cast away their confidence
in Him. So Jacob might have been, when he was brought into certain
trying spots and places of his pilgrimage journeying; as: when he
saw Laban's face not toward him as formerly, and feared trouble in
consequence; when he heard of Esau's coming to meet him with four
hundred men, and was greatly distressed at the tidings; when he saw
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his dear Joseph's bloodstained coat of many colours, and, it may be,
heard the voice of that whisperer of hell to separate chief friends,
" Can you trust in God, the God of your father, Who you now see
lacks either care for or power to prevent an evil beast of the field compassing his destruction ~ " or, as is more evident in the words of Job's
wife, " Dost thou still retain thine integrity ~ "-that is, thy confidence
in God-" curse God, and die." But through grace be retained his
integrity and cast not away his confidence, even to saying in tbe
prolonging of his heavy affliction, "Though He slay me, yet will I
trust in Him."
Yes, there are many occasions of trial, trouble, grief, and affliction,
in which a dear child of God is tempted to cast away his confidence,
as: Isaiah (chapter liii. I), Hezekiah (Isa. xxxviii. 14), the Psalmist in
Psalm lxxiii. 2, 13, Jeremiah (chapter xx. 8, 9), Jonah (chapter ii. 4-6).
In the first sentences of these two verses of Jonah's prayer when he
was in the fish's belly, there is an apparent casting away of confidence
towards God, but a speedy recovering of it in the latter sentenceslike the two disciples-" We trusted that it had been He Which should
have redeemed Israel," with their later word, "Did not our heart
burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He
opened to us the Scriptures ~ "
FiTst. What is this confidence ~
Secondly. Why is it not to be cast away ~
I. What is this confidence ~
It is boldness and access to God by the faith of Christ, and that
implies a heart sprinkled from an evil conscience, the blood of Christ
realized as that whereby sin has been atoned for and put away. And
this is the work and enabling of the blessed Spirit. He takes of these
things of Christ's and so reveals and applies them that the poor sinner
has confidence towards God. "Beloved," says John, "if OUT heart
condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God." Firm faith in
Jesus the Mediator, by the 'Holy Spirit's grace and power, delivers
the soul from that sense of guilt, distance, and alienation which is
natural to us as sinners fallen. The truth also that there is now no
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, is a further help to
confidence toward God. It is an honouring God for His sovereign
mercy and free grace manifested in the Person of Christ. It is a
blessed and experimental way of confessing, as John again says, " that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh." It is a receiving and being drawn
towards God by that saying of Christ, " I came forth from the Father,
and am come into the ',:orld: again, I leave the world, and go to the
Fathel'," that is, I have put away sin by the sacrifice of Myself. Now,
that being removed and put away (that is, sin that barred the way of
access to God), the poor sinner, by faith in Jesus, is enabled to draw
near, having confidence by the faith of Him (Eph. iii. 12). This
faith honours God and He honours these, as it is written: "Them
that honour Me, I will honour "-confidence in Him as a God of
Truth, as a promising God, and a performing God.

'",

The Gospel Magazine

463

"In Him the Gentile Churcll shall trust,
Of Him shall sing, of Him shall boast,
On Him cast all their care;
He is their God, and they shall know
What His almighty power can do,
Nor death nor danger £ear."-Gadsby.
He is the confidence of all the ends of the earth, a refuge, a strength,
and a very present help in trouble. "To whom shall we go 1 " said
Peter, " Thou hast the words of eternal life."
n. Why is the confidence not to be cast away 1 The answer is, "It
hath great recompence of reward." It being confidence in God (as
~een by the faith of His own operation), as a God well pleased in Christ,
the Son of His love, for His righteousness' sake; so much so, as to rest
in Christ, as sufficiently and everlastingly satisfied in Him, for all He
hath done as the Surety, Redeemer, and Saviour of His people, God
viewing Christ as His rest and His refreshing to all eternity, as Christ
is their rest and their refreshing in time and to all eternity. God's
justice needs not to go out of Christ, 01' to, at any time, turn away from
Christ, for satisfaction 01' any further satisfaction to its claims 01'
demands. It has its full sufficiency for these in Him. It is a feast
of fat things for the spiritually hungry, as it is said: "Eat ye that
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness." After the
full account of Christ's sufferings given to the Church by the Holy
Spirit in the twenty-second Psalm, as the fruit and effect thereof,
the inspired Psalmist breaks forth at the close: "The meek shall
eat, and be satisfied." They, seeing the satisfaction their Divine
Surety has given to the justice of God, on their behalf, by His sufferings
and sin-atoning death, feed upon it; finding in this very thing Christ
to be the Bread of Life to their souls. Nor do they find" a broken
tooth" in thus eating His flesh, as he finds whose trust is in an unfaithful man, as Solomon speaks (Proverbs xxv. 19): "Confidence in an
unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot
out of joint." So Whitefield found it in his having to do with Wesley.
He found he could not walk with him, and as he could not walk with
him, so neither could he eat with him (Prov. xxiii. 6, 7), for he
departed from and walked not in the Truth, that is, the truth of God
the Father's eternal c1ection;. the truth of God the Son's dying for
the sheep only, and not for the goats; and the truth of "a willing
people in the day of His power" by God the Holy Ghost. For two
can not walk together except they are agreed, and John had no greater
joy as an Apostle of Christ, than to see the brethren walking in Truth,
and having confidence in God for all needful things.
Take the case of King Saul as illustrating the Apostle James' doubleminded, wavering, unstable man, as contrasted with David, the man
after God's own heart, and it casts light to open the text. What saith
the Apostle James 1 He shows that even with respect to time things,
confidence in God hath " great recompence of reward." "If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, That giveth to all men liberally,
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and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." So did David ask
of God, and had the things he desired. "But let him ask in faith,
nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that
he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is
unstable in all his ways." That, was Saul the king.
But now hear John on the man who has a reward in not casting
away his confidence. "Hereby we know," says John, "that we are
of the Truth" (that is, holding Christ in His all-sufficiency to meet
our case) "and shall assure our hearts before Him. . . . Beloved, if
our heaIt condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And
whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." That,
was David, who kept God's commandments when he kept the first and
second of the ten commandments, as you read: David smote his
enemies, " and said, The Lord hath broken foIth upon mine enemies
before me, as the breach of wat-ers. . . . And there they left their
images, and David and his men burned them." They had full confidence in the mind and will of God in doing this as a thing acceptable.
Do you think that those men in England to-day, that do just the
reverse of this, and instead of destroying images, set them up, do
things that are pleasing in His sight 1 I affirm they do not; they
provoke God, Who is jealous of the glory due to His Name. Hence
we have to-day this terrible war as God's walking contrary to us, a
mark of His displeasure against us for setting them up and suffering
them to be set up throughout the land.
But this confidence in God through Jesus, and through Him alone,
hath "great recompence of reward" in the hour of death, and in
another world among the spirits of just men made perfect. David
expresses it in his Psalms, where he says, in Psalm xxiii: "Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort
me." Again, in Psalm xvi.: "Thou wilt shew me the path of life:
in Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures
for evermore." And again in Psalm cxvi.: "Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of His saints," for then" blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit," then
they come into possession of the grace that is in reserve for them
against that very time. As saith Paul, "For me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain." They receive the reward of grace, the inheritance,
"an inheritance," saith Peter, "incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you who are kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time." " Boldness in the day of judgment," says one.
"Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay,
While through Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame? "-ZindclldOT/.
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" What are these which are arrayed in white robes 1 and whence
came they 1 . . . These are they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve
Him day and night in His temple: and He That sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them." What a recompence and reward of grace
is that! to be brought to such a place and such a state of blessedness!
Again, it is said: "They shall see His face, and His Name shall
be in their foreheads "-God lifting up the light of His countenance
upon them to all eternity; a basking in the light of Jesus the Sun of
Righteousness to all eternity. This blessedness is nowhere promised
to the fearful, the unbelieving, and idolaters, who have on their forehead and in their hand the mark of the beast. Nay, a " lake of fire"
is in reserve for these, as their portion from God. But the Name of
God on 'the foreheads of the saved by grace, reflects from them, as
showing forth all His praise, all He is to them in and by Christ, all His
love to them in Him, ·and all His righteousness imputed to them.
The great things that are in reserve for them on the Resurrection
morning, when their bodies shall be raised up from the dust of death,
are part, and no small part either, of their free-grace" recompence of
reward." For it was sown in corruption, but shall be raised in incorruption. It was sown in dishonour; it shall be raised in glory. It was
sown in weakness; it shall be raised in power. It was sown a natural
body; it shall be raised a spiritual body. Hitherto they had known
God and the things of God but in part. Then shall they know Him
and these, even as they are known. In a word, they shall be fellowheirs with Christ Himself and all His saints, blessed also in Him, and
that throughout a never-ending eternity.

G. A.

Birkenlwad.

" AND HE MADE AS THOUGH HE WOULD HAVE GONE
FURTHER."
" And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and He made
as though He would have gone futther."-LuKE xxiv. 28.

I WOULD be very relnctant to criticize one of our best-known hymns,
especially bearing in mind the pathetic circumstances of Mr. Lyte's
closing service at Brixham. I refer to" Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens

j

Lord, with me abide;

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless. 0 abide with me."
It is plain that this hymn throughout expresses the desire for the
Lord .T esus to be a Guest for our benefit; whereas the request of the
two disciples was prompted by the courtesy of hospitality. We have
30
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a similar instance in Acts xvi., expressed in the same words: "Come
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us."
The full history of the events of this first Lord's day would require
a volume. The resurrection of the Lord of glory; the recorded interview with Mary Magdalene; the interview with Peter, so lovingly
and tenderly veiled from our view; the walk to Emmaus; the Lord's
discourse to the two disciples; and the after-events to the ascension:
how full of holy beauty and gracious teaching!
It was recently a topic of conversation as to the identity of the two
favoured disciples. One of them was Cleopas; the other is not
indicated. It was suggested that the other might have been the wife
of Cleopas, and thus a near relative of the Lord. In this case, it would
be natural for husband and wife to be returning together to their
. village home. Another view is that the other was Luke, the writer;
and if so, we have the accurate record of one who saw and heard all
he wrote.
On Friday evening, June 2nd, when nearing my home, I saw a
number of persons looking into the garden of St. Peter's Church, in
Cricklewood Lane. On drawing near, I saw a sparrow, with four
baby sparrows but newly fledged. The mother was partly flying,
partly hopping, and thus teaching her offspring to fly and hop for
themselves. The words were at once suggested to my mind: "And
He made as though He would have gone further." And is not this His
usual method of dealing with His loved ones ~ Does He not, day by
day, in the presence of our daily cares, and under the pressure of our
daily burdens, appear to go on in front, and very often as if intending to leave us far behind 1
I purpose, with His kind help, to tmce out six occasions on
which it is written of Him that He did so.
1. When Jacob was returning to his native land, in his sore distress
he had to plead the promise his God had given him twenty years
previously: "And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good" (Gen.
xxxii. 12). Then" Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a Man
with him until the breaking of the day. . . . And He said, Let me go,
for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let Thee go, except
Thou bless me." This" Man" was none other than the Lord Jesus
Christ, in human form; as is evident from Hosea xii. 4, 5. And His
request to be released from Jacob's grasp was in order to draw out
Jacob's faith, and to crown it with blessing. Very certainly it was
" there He spake with us." How blessed it is to have even one such
experience to look back upon, when wrestling Jacob became prevailing
Israel! The writer has one, marked and dated in the margin of his
Bible, as well as upon the tablet of a thankful heart.
2. "By night on my bed I sought Him Whom my soul loveth: I
sought Him, but I found Him not. 1 will rise now, and go about the
city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek Him Whom my
soul loveth: I sought Him, but I found Him not. The watchmen
that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye Him Wbom
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my soul loveth 1 It was but a little that I passed from them, but I
found HIM! " (Song of Solomon iii. 1-4). During the sore conflict of
a night of temptation, the bride can not be satisfied short of finding
Him Whom her soul loveth. And how blessed it is to get past all
human help and sympathy to find HIM!
3. "I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my Beloved
That knocketh, saying, Open to Me, My sister, My love, My dove, My
undefiled: for My head is filled with dew, and My locks with the drops
of the night. I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on 1 I have
washed my feet; how shall I defile them 1 My Beloved put in His
hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for Him. I
rose up to open to my Beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh,
and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the
lock. I opened to my Beloved; but my Beloved had withdrawn Himself, and was gone: my soul failed when He spake: I sought Him,
but I could not find Him; I called Him, but He gave me no answer"
(Song of Solomon v. 2--6). Here is a tender and most loving" reproof
of our sloth and carnal ease; and in order to revive our drooping zeal,
the Lord" makes as though He would go further."
4. "And He saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary
unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night He cometh unto
them, walking upon the sea, and wouJd have passed by them" (Mark
vi. 48-51). He still walks upon the waves, and plants His footsteps
in the sea. He still comes with the dawn. The darkest hour is usually
that before the dawn. And when His dealings appear to us to be as
contrary as the wind, it is to draw forth earnest prayer, to calm our
fears, and to enable us to smile at the storm.
5. "And from thence He arose, and went into the borders of Tyre
and Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no man know it :
but He could not be hid" (Mark vii. 24). The Lord had walked"
probably over thirty miles on purpose to bless this woman; yet it is
quite plain that He did not go direct to her house, but to another
house! Why was this 1 Has not the reader at times been told that
the Lord has paid a visit to auother person 1 And has not this stirred
up a warm, gracious inclination to find Him for oneself 1 This was the
case with the woman of Canaan. He could not be hid; and she could
not be denied. First, silence; then, apparent reproof; then, victory
and blessing. "And when she was come to her house, she found the
devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed."
6. The remaining instance is that recorded by Luke. The Lord
had caused the hearts of the two disciples to burn within them; 3nd
under the influence of that grace they desired to entertain so good a
Guest, although not then aware that He was their risen Lord. And
the Lord still loves to be invited as a Guest to the homes and the
hearts of His people. Happy are they who are not strangers to His
condescending grace!
I may not close these thoughts without naming that in another
sense the Lord has ever "gone further " than His people. In
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temptation, in suffering, in desertion, in conflict, His footsteps are
ever in front. It is remarkable that the three Evangelists who write
of Gethsemane remind us of this. "He went a little further" (Matt.
xxvi. 39) ; "He went forward a little" (Mark xiv. 35) ; " about a stone's
cast" (Luke xxii. 41). These precious testimonies are for our comfort,
our instruction, and our confirmation.
And now He Whose" goings forth have been from of old, from the
days of eternity" (Micah v. 2) has gone to prepare a place for all who
by grace follow Him; and" unto them that look· for Him shall He
appear the second time without sin unto salvation."

Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

"I WILL NOT BE

BURDENSO~IE."

2 CORINTHIANS xii. 14.
WHEN God's children are brought to a strait place it is a comfort to
them to reflect that the Lord can not under any circumstances go
back from His promise of guidance. His word is, "In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths." Never yet did He
mock those who cry to Him for help. It is very blessed to see that
help come and be completed through unlikely or unthought-of agencies ;
it is very blessed to see and feel Him use one's own passive hand in the
straightening of one's own crooked thing. This was David's experience
in one of his greatest trials. Only He Who controls the hearts of men
could make the impracticable advice of Hushai appear preferable to
the masterly plans of Ahithophel (2 Sam. xvii.), but He in all the
sympathies of His forgiving, Fatherly compassion, gave David a share
in the means. "Hushai the Archite came . . . nnto whom David
said, If thou passest on with me, then thou shalt be a burden
unto me: but if thou return to the city ... then mayest thuu
for me defeat the counsel of Ahithophel. . . . So Hushai David's
friend came into the city." (Deep, real friendship, and the blessing of
God was in it, when the one could so candidly say, " Thou shalt be a
burden nnto me," and when the other could without a sound go and
follow a course that he had not thought of.)
"Thou shalt be a burden nnto me." Smely David had burdens
enough, when an unthankful, unworthy son drove him from all his
dearest and greatest rights, when friend was reported faithless, and
enemy east stones. Yes, burdens enough, but none too many nor
too heavy, for all were laid on him immediately by the hands of love
and wisdom. "Whither away after this burdened manner? " is a
question that would snit all those whose right in Christ it is to return
answer, "Our light aflliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." "Light
afllietion" to Paul summed up at one time what at another was
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weariness and painfulness, watchings, hunger and thirst, fastings,
journeyings and perils, "besides those things that are without, that
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches." The care
of all the churches, though there were other Apostles, and elders had
been ordained in many a city; but love to the Lord and His Gospel,
love to His people and saints, weighed upon his spirit who was led
of the Spirit of God. And so the burden of all the people spent the
days of the patient Moses, and the burden of all the serving fretted
the temper of Martha, beloved of Christ. "Thou art careful and
troubled about many things." It was a fact; and Martha toiled over
what to many would have been easy.
How full and tender is the invitation, "Cast thy burden upon the
Lord "-an individual, peculiar, particular, circumstantial, relative,
or personal burden, never was one like it before, nor will be aftercast thy burden upon the Lord, bear it as coming from Him, love it as
leading to Him. He is conversant with all the weakness and sin and
poverty and naughtiness of human flesh and mind. No yoke galls,
no burden is heavy to Him. He has made and He will carry. All
things are under His feet, strength is in His arm, love is in His heart;
love and health to a poor sick man who was a burden to himself (Job
vii. 20), love and triumph for those weighted with the reproach of
Zion (Zeph. iii. 18), love and forgiveness to those whose iniquities are
too heavy for them (Pga. xxxviii. 4). "Himself bare our infirmities,
and carried our sicknesses." He" bare our sins in His own body on
the tree." When He speaks with power" Cast thy burden upon the
Lord," then we taste of the rest that remains to the people of God,
and waken to the sunshine and refreshing of a Sabbath day-one in
seven here-while we learn what His help can bring us through, and
what His sufficiency and sanctifying are. For we get us again to
our bl1l'dens, and go heavily; but we go safely, for the Lord is there.
Again and again will He destroy the yoke because of the anointing.
He will ease our shoulder from the burden, and our hands shall be
delivered from the pots.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?"
THIS question was addressed to the captious, loveless, scornful
Pharisees, who found themselves quite unable to reason with the Son
of God. But if He were to ask us, dear reader, what is our answer,
yours and mine? From the loving, Spirit-filled, warm heart the reply ,.
is, "He is altogether lovely." We feel completely overpowered, completely overwhelmed, as we think of His many, many tender ways,
and powerless to express our thoughts in detail; so in the beautiful
language of the Song of Songs we sum all up with the comprehensive
words, "He is altogether lovely," and then exultantly add, "This is
my Beloved, and This is my Friend."
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" What think ye of Christ," dear reader? Think you His wisdom
is perfect, His ways perfect, His love perfect, His Person dear? Think
you He is Divine? Your only hope for a blessed life here, for a stingless death, for a blissful eternity? Think you that your sinful nature,
so full of evil even after the Holy Spirit hath shined into your heart
showing you not only the sinfulness of sin but also the loveliness of
Christ-think you this sinful nature can ever win the favour of God
apart from Christ?
"What think ye of Ohrist "-Christ, the Anointed of God, the
Eternal Son of God? When He asked the question of the Pharisees,
"'Whose son is He? " they answered, "The son of David." And
when He propounded another question, "If David call Him L-ord,
how is He his son?" no man was able to answer Him a word,
neither durst any from that day forth ask Him any more questions.
They were completely baflled. And, dear friend, what think you
of Him! Is He simply a person-is He just some historical person?
Is He only a good man? Is He merely human-the son of David?
Or is He the Anointed One, the Son of God, the all-availing, allsufficient Saviour? Ponder these questions deeply, my reader, for
it is so easy to say, " I do believe Him to be Divine, and the Saviour,"
so easy to believe in the head without any heart knowledge. May the
Holy Spirit open out to us the real state of matters between ourselves
and God. Oh! it is so all·important for time and for eternity. Can
you say from the depths of your heart, " He is altogether lovely. This
is my Beloved, and This is my Friend"! It all hinges upon the
apP,·opriation. It matters not this is a Beloved, but is He my Beloved!
It matters not this is a Friend, but is He my Friend? Can you adopt
the glowing language of H. Suso from your he:llt ?"I know Thee as the fountain of deep bliss
Whereof one drop shall make
The joys of all the world as bitterness,
My Lord, for Thy sweet sake.
I pass within the glory even now,
Where shapes and words are not,

The joy that passeth words, 0 Lord, art Thou,
A bliss that passeth thought."

" Altogether lovely." Lovely in His Person, His work, His ways,
His voice, His words, His footsteps, His raiment, His wonderful
salvation, His glorious undertakings, His promises, His inexpressible
love-" A sea of sweetness without one drop of gall," as the saintly
Rutherford expressed it. Is He altogether lovely in all these aspects?
Do we see His great heart of love in all His dealings, even in the sad
and sorrowful paths? " I and My Father are One." We know how,
even in human relationships and friendships, one heart beats between
two bodies-often it is said, "Just exactly what I was thinking and
wishing." Thus with the Father and the Son; They covenant together
with the Holy Spirit for the trne well-being and most perfect glorifica-
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tion of the redeemed. Say not amidst the darkness and anguish on
all sides, "He careth not," for, dear child of God, it is because He
cares so much that He is taking all this trouble with thee. Thou art
dear, so dear, to Him in Christ Jesus. He sees thee in Him, and therefore loves with a deathless love. We shall see and know when at
Home with Him why all this---why-and seeing, shall rejoice in His
right way by which He led us.
"0 Father, Thy care is not to make
The desert a waste no more,

But to keep our feet lest we lose the track
Where Hi. feet went before.
Thou carest not that the rose should bloom
Nor the myrtle, where we must tread;
Nor to make the fir and cedar tree
A shadow above our head;
But Thou carest that through the golden street
We walk in the light above,
That we sit in Hi. shadow with great delight
And feed on His feast of love;
Thou carest that in paf;tllres green,

Where the life eternal flows,
In the midst of the Paradise of our God,
We should find our deep repose.
Thou carest not to give desert songs
Where through the wilds we roam,
But a golden Psalm hast Thou put in our mouths
To sing in our Father's Home."

I feel sure the "memory of His great goodness" will gladden our
songs Up There, and we shall see clearly how tender was the care that·
shielded us all the way, how the seeming bitter was really sweet, and
how the tear-drops glistened in glory and became tears of exceeding

JOY·

Beloved, He has something beUer-far, tar better than earth's best
-far better than ease of life here and dreamy peace and rosy paths
of sunshine and extension of mortal life. He sees all before us. He
is preparing a place for us and us for the place. The sparkling
diamond has many sharp and deep cuts to produce its brilliancy, and
the jewels of God have many disciplinary sorrows and trials to bring
out their beauty_
Have you never noticed the intense sweetness of the deeply tried 1
Like the little flower that bursts into sweetest fragrance when crushed,
so the dear exercised believers become very full of gentleness and
sympathy, very tender with the troubled, very far-seeing in spiritual
matters, very near the very Person of Christ. They have dnmk
deeply of His cup of suffering, and He has transformed it into consolations, whereby they are able to comfort. They are made" meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." They experience
the delight of the Master's assurance, "Your sorrow shall be turned
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into joy." Thereis a "needs be" for each sharp dealing.
see it in the tender light of Home.
"0 Land of Promise I rongh may be the road,

We shall

And long the race may be-but sweet the end."

We shall find He is altogether, altogether lovely, just as He will say
with loving rapture, " Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in
thee." Yes, He sees thee all fair in Himself, the all-fail' Christ.
Christ Himself absorbs, so to speak, His redeemed into Himself. That
is a remarkable instance of this mutual identification in Jeremiah
xxiii. 6 and xxxiii. 16: "He shall be called, The Lord our righteousness," and, " She shall be called, The Lord onr righteousness." Notice
in Revelation xxii. 4, " His Name shall be in their foreheads." Ah,
what a high, holy, wonder/ul position has the believer in Christ Jesus!
So high that his Lord's Name is put upon him! We have a glorious
prospect, and a glorious lJresent possession. I wonder we can eVel'
think of aught else but Himself-"my Beloved, and my Friend," the
"altogether lovely."
"My Christ, He is the Heaven of heavens;
My Christ,-what shall I call?
My Christ is first, my Christ is last,
Mu Christ is A II in all!"

And He responds, " Thou art all fair, My love."
" What think ye of Christ ~ "
" To live is Christ."
" To be with Christ is far better."
" Christ in you, the hope of glory."
" Your life is hid with Christ in God."
"When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with Him in glory."
NETTlE.

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
"CIVILIZATION," allied to a corrupt Christianity, and a Godless
German "Kultur," have produced the most terrible war that the
world has ever experienced! Scientific Imowledge has been used for
the production and perfecting of instruments of destruction and
death. The latest marvellous human achievement, the invention of
flying machines, is at present ntilized for the same end. What does
this prove ~
1. It demonstrates the power 0/ Satan, who directs the course of
this age, as we learn from the Epistle to the Ephesians, chapter vi.,
verse 12: "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world"; and also from chapter ii., verses 1 and 2: "And you hath
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He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in
time past ye walked according to the COUl'Se [or, age] of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience."
2. It shows the sad "esult of the re/ection of the Gospel of grace by the
mass of mankind. The" Apostasy," or " falling away," is to precede
the revelation of " the man .of sin, the son of perdition" (2 Thess. ii),
and the" vengeance" to be taken at the coming of the Lord to the
earth, is upon "them that know not God, and that obey not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. i. 8). The deceived by
Antichrist are said to be those who "received not the love of the
Truth, that they might be saved"; and the condemned will be those
who " believe a lie:' and "believed not the Truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness " (2 Thess. ii. 11, 12). To exchange the Truth of
God for a lie; to cast off the knowledge of the true God; is to open
the floodgates of all ungodliness (Romans i.).
3. It confirms the fact of human depravity. It is a noteworthy and
solemn circumstance, and one to be pondered, that the inspired descrip·
tion of the fearful condition of the Pagan world thus concludes (Rom.
i. 31): "Without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural
affection, implacable, unmerciful"; and the last of the Scriptures
quoted by the Apostle (Rom. iii.) to prove the universal guilt and
corruption of mankind declares: "Their feet are swift to shed blood:
destruction and misery are in their ways: and the way of pcace have
they not known: there is no fear of God before their eyes." Morcover, in the description of the men of the last days (2 Tim. iii. 3, 4),
we find them portrayed as " without natmal affection, tmce-breakers,
false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisel'S of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highminded." "Highminded" (R.V., "puffed up "].
How descriptive of our German foes, especially at the beginning
of the war! And how descriptive of the mass of mankind as to
spiritual things, for "the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him." ]\'l:en dislike
to be told that they are sinners-sinners under condemnation, and
lost in the Adam fall, and that they can only be saved by God's free
grace, through the death of His Son, Christ Jesus our Lord. They
will not receive the humbling Truth of the Gospel. They are too
proud to be saved in God's way!
Dear children of God, how amazing is the grace which hath made
us to differ; which redeemed and saved us with an ever.lasting salvation; and hath "called us out of darkness into His marvellous light."
The trend of things, the signs of the times, all point to the speedy
closing of the" Tinles of the Gentiles," when Jerusalem shall no longer
be trodden down of the Gentiles. Were there no other sign, it would
be apparent from the fact that the Gentiles can nO longer, as Gentiles,
or nations of the world, be considered as continuing in God's goodness.
"Be not highminded," is the inspired warning to them. "Be not
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highminded, hut fear: for if God spared not the natural branches "(of the olive tree-Israel)-" take heed Jest He also spare not thee.
Behold therefore the goodness and severity of G08: on them which
fell, severity; but toward· thee, goodness, if thou continue in His
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut oft. And they also, if
they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in "-(into their own
olive tree)-" for God is able to graft them in again" (Rom. xi. 20-23).
What wonderful light the Bible throws upon passing events in
these solemn times! It is "a light shining in a dark place." It
prevents despondency, and counteracts pessimism. It cries aloud,
"The Lord reigneth." "I will work," saith Jehovah, "and who
shall let [hinder] it!" "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all
My pleasure."
Let us take heed in our hearts unto the light of God's Holy Word,
until the Day dawn, and the Day Star arise (2 Peter i. 19). " Let
us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is
faithful That promised;) and let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see THE DAY approaching" (Heb. x.
23-25).
Swington Rectory,
Ashfc;rd, Kent.

ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.-MORE TESTIMONY.
To the Ediwr of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR !l'lR. ORMISTON,-I beg to enclose notes and a postal order
for £2 2s. in aid of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
I trust it will not fail to receive the needful help. In the sad days
in which we live, surely the gracious testimony which has characterized
its history is required more than ever, and I hope will be continued
until the King comes.
I note you are kept in your room. Accept my sincere sympathy and
good desires for the Master's presence.
.
Yours faithfully,
July 31st, 1916.
RICHARD McNEALL.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I have much pleasure in sending you
the enclosed cheque for £1 Is. towards THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
I have been a constant reader of it for more than 30 years, and
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have found the blessed truths so faithfully set forth a great comfort
and help.
May our Covenant God and Father graciously support you in your
weakness, and may you be favoured much with His presence.
I am, my dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours sincerely in Him,
August 7th, 1916.

F. J. CASTLE.

[The Trustees of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
kindly response of readers to their appeal for the MAGAZINE Fund,
which still is in need of help. They desire to express their sincere
thanks to the following generous friends, whose donations have been
received since the August issue :£ s. d, I
£ s. d.
I
Mrs. C., "A Lover of
Mrs. E. N. Knocker
050
rfruth
1 0 0 Miss Luff
100
Mrs. J. Newton
0 5 0 Mr. F. J. Castle
110
Mrs. J. C. Smith
o 10 0 Mr. R E. Ilrider
010 0
Mr. R McNeall (second
Mr. A. Cornish
220
donation)
2 2 0 J. S.
050
Mrs. Squires ..
010 0 Mr. R H. Poynor
110
Miss M. Atkinson
1 1 0 "Two Friends
200
JJ
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GOSPEL

BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

NAVY.

DEAR FRIEND,-A Rifleman writing from Salonica and asking for a
Bible says: "Just a line to let you know I received your letter. I
would be very pleased if you would send me some hymn sheets and
books. I have some Gospels and Testaments, and will let you know
when I want some. But I will be very pleased if you could send me
a Bible, as I lost mine when I went into the Hospital. Thank you
very much for your kind letter. I can not write more as I am getting
ready for duty."
A Private, RA.M.C., at the Front, says: "Thank you very much
for yoU!" kind letter. I have seen much of the Lord's care and keeping,
and although I have been through much danger I have not obtained a
scratch, through God's good keeping. I can testify to the calm and
joyful spirit that one has, even in the greatest danger, when walking
with God. !vIen that have not yet come into His light can not know
the certain great joy of a Christian's life. Ever since we came
out to France, a year ago (the few Christians that are in the Ambulance), we have been holding services and meetings, with many
blessings. The different places where we have held meetings in would
take up the room of a small book to tell-even to speaking words of
comfort to patients while bringing them down the trenches and over
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the top. The Ambulance are now in town, and we have got into
touch with another band of Christians, and have joined hands with
them, getting as many as thirty to the meetings, and sometimes
more."

An urgent appeal for Testaments has reached me: "I wonder how
you are, and how you are off for books, and whether yOll have any
Testaments to spare. I am very badly off for Testaments, and should
be so thankful if yOll can send me some. We have had a great drain
on us lately, multitudes rushing out for the Great Push."
A friend writes: "I gladly enclose £1 for the Naval part of your
work. May God richly bless the whole. Please acknowledge in THE
GOSPEL J\IAGAZINE."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bristol, Aug., 1916.

1:Jrotestant

~eacon.

" CATHOLIC " -WHAT IS "CATHOLIC 1 "
PROBABLY, no word in the ecclesiastical vocabulary-always, of
course, excepting the chameleon-like term" Church "-has been more
misused and more misunderstood than the word" Catholic."
Romanists and English Ritualists often employ this humanly invented
and humanly applied expression as if it were synonymous with" the
Faith once delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). They appear either to
be ignorant themselves, or to be desirous of keeping others ignorant
of the fact that the word" Catholic" is not (as observes Bishop Pearson
in his learned work on the Creed) to be found once in the inspired Scriptures. We do not overlook the word" General" (Greek = Catholic) in
the English translation of the headings to certain of the Epistles in the
Authorised Version of the New Testament. Those headings are not,
however, inspired, and, as Home says, in his able" Introduction to the
Critical Study and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures," the appellation
" Catholic Epistles" is one for which" several conjectures have been
assigned" (see vo!. iv., p. 425). Well had it been for the cause of
honest Bible criticism had the English section of the New Testament
" Revisers" accepted in 1881 the recommendation of the American
members of the Revision Committee on this important subject. The
following is the text of the decision of the learned American divines,
arrived at after competent study of the value of the" headings" to
the so-called" Catholic" Epistles :-" Strike out the word ' General'
[meOA("~ = Catholic] from the title of the Epistles of J ames, Peter,
1 John, and Jude." (See Notes appended to "Revised Veroion " of
the New Testament.)
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Nor, indeed, was it found in the most ancient formula of the
" Apostles' Creed." The primitive expression in the Creed was" the
Holy Church." The Greeks later on, by way of explication, added the
word" Catholic," and it was at last received into the Latin Creed.
Not to the infallible Word of God, but to those fallible men,
known ecclesiastically as the" Fathers," we must needs go to ascertain
the origin of the term " Catholic." Yet, even the" Fathers" used the
word in connections widely differing from the limited, arbitrary, and
party sense in which Papists and Puseyites employ it. Bishop Pearson
says ;-"'We observe the Fathers to use the word Catlwlic for nothing
else but general or universal, in the ordinary vulgar sense; as the
Catholic resurrection is the resurrection of all men, the Catholic opinion
the opinion of all men. Sometimes it is used as a word of state, signifying
an officer which collected the Emperor's revenue in several provinces,
united into one diocese; who, because there were particular officers
belonging to the particular provinces, and all under him, was therefore
called the Catholicus, as general procurator of them all, from whence
that title was by some transferred upon the Christian patriarchs." This
term of obvious meaning, so far as regards its application to the Church
of Christ, simply implies that the Christianity of the Bible instead of
being restricted in its blessings to a single nation (as the Mosaic economy
embraced only the one nation of the Jews) embraces sinners chosen,
redeemed, and called out of all the peoples of the earth, while throughout all time the Gospel of Christ will continue to exhibit all necessary
and soul-saving truths, will constrain all conditions of men to all kinds
of Evangelical obedience, and call forth all that fruit of the Spirit which
glorifies the God of all grace.
The original commission to preach the Gospel way of salvation-by
faith alone in Christ crucified-given by t,he Divine Head to the primitive Church, was of universal reference. "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature"; "Go, and teach all nations . . . .
and, 10, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world"
(Mark xvi., Matt. xxviii.).
No sect, denomination, or ecclesiastical system on earth-however
vast or ancient its organization-possesses any special right to advertise itself as the" Catholic" Church. Least of all, certainly, has the
Antichristian, persecuting, Bible-burning Papal confederacy any show
of authority for its boasted claim to be so styled. For, whether we test
the Roman claim to universality, or Catholicity, in regard to place, to
time, or to faith, its untruthfulness becomes hopelessly apparent.
As to universality in regard to place, Rome's authority is denied and
its peculiar doctrines repudiated even by the so-called "orthodox"
Greek Church, as also, of course, by the ancient Churches of the Waldenses, of Great Britain and Ireland, the Moravians, the Calvinistic,
Lutheran, and other Reformed Churches of the Continent, together
with the various Protestant Free Churches at home and abroad. As to
" Catholicity " in point of time, never was Papal Rome more than a
section of nominal Christendom in the West; while, in regard to faith,
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the self-styled" Catholic Church," whose metropolis is the hereditary
seat of Gentile Paganism, has ever failed in forcing-though repeatedly
attempted by sword, fire, and faggot-her corrupt creed and antiscriptural ceremonial on the true Church of the living God. As succeeding
centuries roll by, the gulf of separation between the world·wide spiritual
and invisible Church of God's elect and the Great Roman Apostasy
grows wider and wider, and th&t mainly on account of the novel
articles of faith added by the latter from time to time, to the oncedelivered written revelation of God.
The Reformed Church of England, in its xxxix" Articles of Religion,"
has firmly and faithfully emphasized its sentence on the apostate
character of the Papal communion, and thus, once for all, has authoritatively forbidden any scheme of corporate reunion with that apostasy
on the part of loyal churchmen-pastors and people alike. Here are
the weighty words of England's Protestant Establishment-words
which every ordained Minister in that Establishment has solemnly
endorsed before God and man :-" As the Church of Jerusalem,
Alexandria, and Antioch have erred, so also THE CHURCH OF ROME HATH
ERRED, not only in their li'!ring arul manner of ceremonies, but also IN
MATTERS OF FAITH" (Article xix.).
Thus it is demonstrably clear that the Roman Denomination rests its
claim to be " Catholic" upon a foundation of sand. Indeed, the' empty
argument of Romanists amounts simply to this :-" The Church of
Rome has for centuries called herself 'Catholic,' therefore, she is
, Catholic' "! But did not the ancient Church of Sardis boast a name
to live when it was dead 1 (Rev. iii. 1.) Did not the apostate Church of
the Laodiceans glory that it was rich even when God declared it to be
poor arul miserable? (Rev. iii. 17.) Simon, the sorcer'er, was popularly
called" the great power of God," while, in fact, his" heart was not
right in the sight of God," being found" in the gall of bittemess, and
in the bond of iniquity" (Acts viii. 10, 21-23). Diana was the great
goddess" whom all Asia and the world worshipped," yet was an idol
and a myth whose false faith was jeopardized at Athens by the Gospel
ministry of a single messenger of Christ! (Acts XL". 26, 27.) Things,
persons, and religious systems are often far from being what they
claim to be and are popularly denominated. Thus, the Papal head of
the Latin, or Italian, Church usurps the blasphemous title of "The
Vicar of Christ," and allows himself to be impiously styled in official
ecclesiastical documents as " OUR LORD GOD THE POPE."
That our readers may be assured of the accuracy of this appalling
illustration of the daring impiety and imposture of the miscalled
"Catholic Church," we append at large the following unimpeached
statements of the eminently learned John Jewell, Bishop of Salisbury
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. The quotation we give is found in
Jewell's "Exposition upon the Two Epistles to the Thessalonians,"
and occurs in the course of his forcible remarks on 2 Thess. ii. 4, and it
will be observed that the references to Romish works of authority are
in all cases fumished by the great Protestant divine and controversialist.
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Jewell thus proceeds to fix the prophecy of the Apostle Paul on the
Pope :-" The Pope was well content to suffer Christopher Marcellus,
one of his parasites in the Council of Lateran, to say unto him: 'Thou
art ANOTHER GOD in earth' (Tu es alter Deus in terris.-In Condlis
Later. Sess. 4). The Pope is content in such sort to have a division of
tenures made between him and God, as the poet some time flatteringly
wrote: 'The Emperor parteth his rule, and holdeth half with Jupiter'
(Divisum imperium cum Jove Cresar habet). In the Extravagants it
is set down: 'OUR LORD GOD THE POPE' (Dominus Deus noster Papa.
-Extravag. Joh. 22 cum interpri in Glossa). In these the Pope is called
Lord, and is called God. 0 merciful Lord God, Which from the heavens
beholdest this vanity, how great is Thy mercy in suffering it! I devise
not this. His own (i.e., the Pope's) books, his own doctors, his own
decrees and decretals, speak it and set it down: 'To believe that OUR
LORD GOD THE POPE might not decree AS he decreed, it were a matter of
HERESY' (Oredere Dominum Deum nostrum Papam non potuisse statuere,
pout statuit, hereticum censeretur.-Ibid.)."
The Holy Ghost alone is the Vicar of Christ during the period of His
session at the Father's right hand, while to all gracious believers" there
is but one God, the Father, of Whom are all things," and" one Lord
Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things" (1 Cor. viii. 6).
But, it may be asked, what is a true definition, or description, of the
Universal Ohurch ?
Now, if by the Universal Church be meant the Visible Church, then
the xixth Article Scripturally replies :-" The Visible Church of Christ
is a congregation of faithful men, in the which the pure Word of God is
preached, and the Sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ's
ordinclnce in all those things that of necessity are requisite to the same."
And, if by the Universal Church be meant the Invisible Church, then,
as Hooker (Book iii.) observes :-" They who are of this Society have
such marks and notes of distinction from all others as are not objects
unto our sense, only unto God, Who seeth their hearts; unto Him they
are clear and manifest." The Church Invisible is " the Mystical Body
of Christ, which is the Blessed Oompany of all faithful people" (Church
of England Communion Service). The Church Invisible, as the Homily
on the Holy Ghost says, is " An Universal Congregation and Fellowship
of God's faithful and elect people, built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the head corner-stone."
l'his is the" Catholic" Church, for which our public Liturgy encourages us to petition when it speaks of " the good estate of the Catholic
Church"; and this is the elect, and redeemed, and called, and preserved body which we confess in our Creed when we declare-" I believe
one Catholic and Apostolic Church." This is the Church for which, it
is recorded, the covenanting Redeemer, Christ Jesus, "lived," and for
which He atoningly and effectually" gave Himself" (Ephes. v. 25).
This is the Church outside which there is no salvation; for this is the
undivided " Body of Christ." Is the reader of these lines, through the
Spirit's regenerating work, a member of this Church ~
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE grounds of the Hornsey Rise Home were loolcing their best upon
the occasion of the recent Anniversary-the forty-fifth of this branch
of the work. The aged inmates delighted in fellowship with the
friends and supporters of the Institution; their rooms were bright and
cheerful, and not a few were visited by some of the large number of
well-wishers who assembled. The Sale of Work for the benefit of
Sick and Infirm Inmates was a success. Tea was provided in the
spacious Hall, and the spirit of the day was in harmony with the basis
and work of the Institution. Excellent sermons were preached by
the Revs. J. K. Popham and H. Atherton. Among those present were
Messrs. George Doudney, Ebenezer Carr, and Arnold Boulden, and
other Members of the Board. The Revs. W. Sinden and W. Dodgson
Sykes, M.A., were also on the platform.
On .Wednesday afternoon, September 13th, a Sale of Work will be
held (D.V.) at Wantisden, Denbridge Road, Bickley, by lcind invita-.
tion of Mrs. James Jones. Mrs. Pole will open the Sale at 3 o'clock,
and the attendance of all local friends will be welcomed.
May we also again remind our readers of the Sale in the Belgrave
Protestant Rooms, Tunbridge Wells, from 11 a.m., on Tuesday,
September 5th.
The Committee would be glad if every sympathiser could visit some
of our pensioners. Old age, with its flagging spirits, torpid faculties
and growing infirmities, with losses that have each left a wound in
the heart, and griefs that have each drawn a furrow on the brow,
may be seen in many aspects. The welcoming smile extended to
visitors, and the wholesome greeting of any small, unlooked-for
pleasure, make it worth while to take the journey, and fellowship in
the things of God tends to the enrichment of the spiritual life.
Pilgrims in a pilgrim land, they have not been unbefriended or
unsolaced in the way. "My Presence shall go with thee," is a
promise they have proved, and though often "our looking to the
confused rollings of the wheel of second causes," as Samuel Rutherford
says, has darkened the pathway, their truest Ebenezers have been
raised close by their Zarephaths, that is, "the places of furnaces."
For 109 years the Society has ministered to God's aged poor, of
whom 1333 are now in receipt of pensions. They are our Lord's
legacy of wise kindness, lcindness n'ot less to the helpers than the
helped, and of such He saith, " Whensoever ye will, ye may do them
good."
GOD hath many ways of teaching; He teaches by His Book, He
teaches by His fingers, He teaches by His rod; but His most comfortable and effectual teaching is by the light of His eye.-Richard Allei"e
(1611-1681).

