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CHRIST AND THE CHURCH.
'1

This is a great mystery,' but I speak concerning CHRIS1' and the
CHURCH,"-EpHESIANS v. 32.

THE Apostle Paul loved to speak of CHRIST. The great theme of
his ministry was " JESUS CHRIST and Him crucified." No wonder,
therefore, that CHRIST is prominent in this Epistle. But CHRIST
is not complete without His Church. The Church is His body.
It is part of Himself, and the Head is not complete without the
body, which is the" fulness of Him that filleth all in aIL" The
Apostle, therefore, speaks in this section of the Epistle not only
concerning CHRIST, but also concerning the Church.
1. He speaks of the Headship of Christ in relation to the Church.
CHRIST is the Head over all things. He is the Head of all princi.
pality and power (Eph. i. 22; Col. ii. 10). The FATHER hath
given all things into His hands. He hath appointed Him " Heir
of all things." He sits on the right hand of GOD, " far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come." Angels, authorities, and powers are made subject
unto Him. Hence. all authority in heaven and in earth is given
unto Him. He is King of kings and LORD of lords. But He is
in a special sense the Head of the Church. This is what the Apostle
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declares in this chapter. "For the husband is the head of the
wife, even as Christ is the Head 0/ the Church" (Eph. v. 23). The
Church referred to is His body. "We are members of His body"
(11. 30). We, of whom the Apostle writes in this Epistle, are His
body. Do we ask what are the characteristics of those who
constitute CHRIST'S body ~ The answer is given in this very
Epistle. They are a people" blessed with all·spiritual blessings"
(i. 3);: "chosen" before the foundation of the world (L 4);
divinely "predestinated unto the adoption of children" (i. 5);
" accepted in the Beloved" (i. 6); redeemed and forgiven through
CHRIST'S blood (i. 7); persons who have "faith in the LORD
JESUS, and love unto all the saints" (i. 15); "quickened" by
almighty power; saved by Divine grace; "created in CHRIST
JESUS"; "made nigh by the blood of CHRIST"; "built upon
the foundation"; effectually" called" by GOD'S SPIRIT working
in due season (Eph. ii. 1, 8, 10, 13, 20; iv. 1). In other words,
the Church which is CHRIST'S body consists of all GOD'S beloved,
elect, redeemed, quickened, and regenerated people. They may
belong to different denominations and be scattered iu different
parts of the world, but if they have these characteristics they
belong to the Church of the living GOD, which He hath purchased
with His Own blood. Of this Church CHRIST is the Head. He is
its President, its Ruler, its Guide, its Controller, its Life. The
Church derives all its life, energy, fruitfulness, and wisdom from
Him. Apart from Him death, barrenness, and spiritual ignorance
reign. Do we who are members of His mystical body sufficiently
recognize and remember His Headship ~ Are we sufficiently
ready at all times to do whatsoever our LORD the KING shall
appoint ~ Are we sufficiently willing to move at the impluflC of
His will, to be guided by His counsel, and to do all things that are
pleasing in His sight ~
" Allied to Thee, our vital Head,
We act. and grow, and thrive;
From Thee divided, each is dead
When most he seems alive."
2. He speaks

0/ the Saviourship 0/ Christ in relation to the Church.

. "He is the SAVIOUR of the body" (11. 23). Being the Head,
He was concerned about the welfare of the members. Dropping
.'
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the figure, they were all in danger of eternal death. They were
dead in trespasses and sins, and" were by nature children of wrath,
even as others." Like sheep they had gone astray, but the FATHER
laid on Him their iniquity, and He was wounded for their transgressions, bruised for their iniquities, and with His stripes they
are healed. He was called JESUS, for He was to save His people
from their sins. Accordingly, He took their place and died in
their room and stead, that they might be saved from the righteous
condemnation which they deserved. He came into the world
to save sinners. He came to seek and to save that which was
lost. "He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto GOD by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for
them" (Heb. vii. 25). At His first coming He put away their
sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and whcn He comes again He will
appear without, or apart from, sin unto their complete salvation.
He is the SAVIOUR. There is no other., "There is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved"
(Acts iv. 12). We do not and we can not save ourselves. We do
not save ourselves in part or in any degree. The glory of our
salvation appertains entirely, altogether and alone, to Him. He
and He alone brought me out of the horrible pit of sin. He set
my feet upon a rock. He established my goings. He put a new
song into my mouth, even a song of praise unto my GOD. He,
He, HE is the SAVIOUR of the body. Let us never let go this
great truth.
"He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me notwithstanding all;
He saved me from my lost estateHis loving-kindness, oh! how great! "
3. He speaks of the love of CHRIST in relation to the Church.

What was it which influenced Him to suffer for sins, the Just
for the unjust ~ Why did He humble Himself and become
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross ~ It was love
that caused it, the exceeding great love which He had for His
people. "CHRIST also loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious
Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
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it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. v. 25-27). The
love of CHRIST for His people is eternal and unfathomable. Its
breadth, and length, and depth, and height may never be fully
comprehended. Its greatness and vastness will doubtless grow
upon us, and all through eternity we shall probably increasingly
comprehend and know it, and yet find we have not yet sounded
its depths. Oh, the blessedness of being able to say, "He loved me
and gave Himself for me."
"Love caused Thine incarnation,
Love brought, Thee from on high;
Thy thirst for our salvationThis made Thee come to die;
Oh! love hevond all mea~ure!
. Wherewith "Thou didst embrace
The victims of the pressure
Of sin and its disgrace."
He loved us, and therefore He washed us from our sins in His
own blood. He loved the Church, died for the Church, sanctified
the Church, cleansed the Church, and He will at last present the
Church to Himself when He comes again to welcome her as His
bride.
4. He speaks of the tenderness of CHRIST in reqa.rd to the Church.
" He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as
the LORD the Church. For we are members of His body, of His
flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v. 28-30). A man and his wife
are one flesh. The Church is one with CHRIST. Its members are
part of Himself. They are members of His body. No man hates
his own flesh. If his foot, for example, is injured, the whole man
is concerned. The body bends down. The hand is stretched out.
The eyes of the head gaze and the heart of the man is drawn out
in tender sympathy for the injured part. In like manner the
LORD tenderly cares for the Church. He nourishes and cherishes
with peculiar tenderness and affection all His people. The Head
cannot and does not say to the foot, " I have no need of thee."
Take comfort from this, dear child of GOD. Thy LORD loves thee.
Thou art precious to Him. He needs thee. He values thee. He
cares for thee.

\
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" Yes, .for me, for me He careth
With a brother's tender care;
Yes, with me, with me He shareth
Every burden, every fear."
5. He speaks 01 the marriage relationship between CHRIST and
the Ohurch.
There is an analogy between the relationship of husband and
wife and that ;which subsists between CHRIST and His people.
The husband is the head of the wife, so CHRIST is the Head of the
.Church. The husband should love his wife. CHRIST, with intensest
affection loved and still loves the Church. The husband and wife
are united in the closest and most intimate union. "They two
shall be one flesh," and "no man ever yet hated his own flesh,
but nourisheth and cherisheth it." CHRIST and His people are
one. They are indissolubly united to each .other. As the branches
are vitally united to the vine, so they are vitally united to Him.
They are" members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones."
As a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves unto his
wife, so " CHRIST left the FATHER'S bosom to woo to Himself the
Church out of a lost world . . . He shall again leave His FATHER'S
abode to consummate the union" (Fausset). "He that hath the
bride is the bridegroom." The bride belongs 'to CHRIST, and He
is the great Bridegroom. The consummation of the marriage is
yet future. Then it will be said, "Let us be glad and rejoice, for
the marriage of the LAMB is come." "Blessed are they which
are called to the marriage supper of the LAMB" (Rev. xix. 7, 9).
This close and vital relationship between CHRIST and His people
was typified in the gardeu of Edeu. Adam was a figure of CHRIST,
and Eve was a figure or type of the Church. The deep sleep
which fell upon Adam typified the death of CHRIST through which
He purchased the Church which is His bride. The living bone,
taken out of Adam's side, with which the LORD GOD builded the
woman, teaches us that the Church was part of CHRIST in the
Divine purpose from all eternity, and that she owes her being and
life to Him. When the woman was brought to the man, Adam
recognized her as part of himself, saying, "This is now bone of
my bones, and flesh of my flesh," and CHRIST will own all His
people as the children which GOD hath given Him.

,
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"Head of the Church! Thou sittest there,
Thy bride shall all Thy glory shareThy fulness, Lord, is ours:
Our life Thou art-Thy grace sustains,
Thy strength in us the victory gains
O'er sin and Satan's powers.
" Soon shall the day of glory come,
Thy bride shall reach the Father's home,
And all Thy beauty see;
And oh! what joy to see Thee shine,
To hear Thee own us, Lord, as Thine,
And ever dwell with Thee! "
(J. G. Deck.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE

EDITOR.

THE HOLY SPIRIT.
I DO not think any man has power over his fellow-creature's will ;
but the Spirit of God has. He maketh the unwilling sinner so willing
that he is impetuous after the Gospel; he who was obstinate now
hurries to the cross. He who laughed at Jesus now hangs on His
mercy; and he who would not believe is now made by the Holy Spirit
to do it, not only willingly, but eagerly; he rejoices in the sound of
Jesus' Name, and delights to run in the way of the Lord's commandments.
The Spirit alone has power over man's heart. If any man thinks
that a minister can convert the soul, I wish he would try. Let him go
and be a Sabbath-school teacher; he shall have the best books that
can be obtained, he shall have the best rules, he shall draw his lines of
circumvallation about his spiritual Sebastopol, he shall take the best
boy in his class, and if he is not tired in a week I shall be very much
mistaken.
The power of the Holy Spirit is your bulwark, and all His omnipotence defends you. Can your enemies overcome omnipotence 1 Then
they can conquer you. Can they wrestle with Deity and hurl Him to
the ground 1 Then they might conquer you. For the power of the
Spirit is our power; the might of the Spirit is our might.-e. H.
Spurgeon.
" THERE is a true and sound sense in which we may say that a true
believer may live as he will; for it is the prevailing will and desire of
every real believer to live only to the glory of God. He is not a Christian who doth not delight in the law of God, after the inner man."A. M. Toplady.
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CONVOCATION AND THE PSALMS.

"It is written in the book oj Psalms."-AcTs i. 20.
THE Convocation of Canterbury-the Upper and Lower Housesat their meetings in July, have recommended certain changes in
regard to the use of the Psalter in the services of the Church of
England. Amongst these they recommend the omission altogether
of Psalm lviii. in the services, and also that certain verses shall be
omitted from Psalms xiv., Iv., lxviii., Ixix., cix., cxxxvii., cxxxix.,
ex!., and cxliii. "These omissions were sanctioned on the ground
that they contain statements not in accordance with the teaching
of the New Testament. Many objections have been urged against
the use of the Imprecatory Psalms in public worship, as they seemed
to some to encourage a spirit of revenge" (Report, English Ohwrch·
man, July 12, 1917). - This action of Convocation implies a denial
of the inspiration of the Psalms. It suggests that this portion of
the Old Testament was not given by inspiration of God. Otherwise, We cannot conceive that the members of Convocation would
have the audacity to eliminate particular verses from nine of the
Psalms, besides expunging Psalm lviii. altogether. The Dean of
Canterbury (Dr. Wace) asks, "After all, are the Psalms inspired
or not ~" and he goes on to say, "The Dean of Ely, in the
discussion of the question in Deacons' Orders, exhibited a sort of
dread of the word ' inspiration,' which is natural in the advocates
of these modern views of the Scriptures. But I hope that the
spiritual instinct of churchmen at large will shrink from this
playing fast and loose with Psalms which have been always
regarded in the'Church as marked by the highest form of inspiration, and which, in their present form, and with their existing
expressions, were the daily companion of our Lord Himself."
Those who accept without question the authority of our Lord
and His apostles will see that to them the Psalms were inspired
by the Holy Ghost equally with all the other portions of the Old
Testament. It is in reference to the Psalms that our Lord says,
"The Scripture cannot be broken" (see John x. 34, 35; ~sa.
Ixxxii. 6). He introduces a quotation from the one hundred and
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tenth Psalm by saying, "David himself said by the Holy Ghost,
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, till I
make Thine enemies Thy footstool" (Mark xii. 36). Having risen
from the dead, our Lord refers to the Psalms as prophetic and
therefore Divinely inspired. He said to His disciples, "These are
the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that
all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of l\loses,
and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me. Then
opened He their understanding, that they might understand the
Scriptures," i.e., the Scriptures of the law, the prophets, and the
Psalms (Luke xxiv. 44, 45).
The Apostle Peter introduces quotations from two of the
Imprecatory Psalms (portions of which Convocation desire to
eliminate) by saying, "This Soripture must needs have been fulfilled
which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before conceming
Judas . ... For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick
let another take." (See Acts i. 16, 20; Psa. lxix. 25; cix. 8).
Peter thus speaks of the Psalms as "Sc'ripture," as prophetic,
and as inspired by the Holy Ghost. The prophetic and therefore
inspired character of the sixty.ninth Psalm is also borne testimony
to by the Apostle Paul when he says, " What then? Israel hath
not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. According as it is written
. . . Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, find a recompense unto them; let their eyes be darkened,
that they may not see, and bow down their back alway" (Rom.
xi. 7, 9, 10; Psalm lxix. 22, 23). If the inspired Apostles did
not hesitate to recite these imprecations, the one in the assembly
at Jerusalem, and the other in an inspired epistle intended for
reading in the Church at Rome, it ill becomes the Bishops and
Clergy of Canterbury Convocation to declare that these impreca.
tions are" not in accordance with the teaching of the New Testament." With the inspired Apostle Paul we firmly hold that" All
Scripture" (including the Imprecatory Psalms) "is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable" (mark the word) "for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all

•

The Gospel Magazine

393

good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). In the language of Professor
Gaussen we say, "All the Scriptures, then, without exception,
are a continuous word of God; they are His miraculous voice;
they are His written prophecies and His lively oracles. Which
of their various parts, then, would you dare to. cut off! The
Apostles often distinguish two parts in them, when they call them
, Moses and the Prophets.' Jesus Christ distinguished them into
three parts when He said to His Apostles, 'That all things must
be fulfilled which were written in I\l0ses, and in the Prophets,
and in the Psalms concerning Me.' According to this division;
then, in which our Lord speaks according to the language of that
time, the Old Testament would be made up of these three partsMoses, the Prophets, and the Psalms; as. the New Testament is
composed of the Gospels, the Acts, the Epistles, and the book
of the Revelation. Which, then, of these three parts of the Old
Testament, or which of these four parts of the New, would you
dare to withdraw from the Scripture 01 the prophets, or from the
inspired Word! "-(Theopneustia, pp. 53, 54, published by C. J.
Thynne).
Let it be firmly planted in our minds, then, that the Psalms,
as well as all the other books of the Old Testament, were written
by " holy men of God" who " spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost." The language of some of these Psalms may at first
sight be difficult to understand. We may even shrink from its
use. But if these Psalms are the words of God the Holy Ghost,
our duty is not to expunge but to seek by the teaching of the
Holy Ghost to eA-pound them. In this connection we direct our
readers' attention to an article on "The Imprecatory Psalms"
which we reprint from The English Churchman. We live in a
sentimental age. Many people misrepresent the character of God
by dwelling on one side of His character only. Attention is
directed to His love, ~ut His inflexible righteousness is forgotten.
Yet the same Scriptures which tell of His love, tell also of His
justice. "God is love." That is a glorious truth. We must not
forget, however, that" God is light." In Him is no darkness at
all. Hence He is the Holy One. Hence, too, He is a God Who
judgeth the earth. "Our God is a consuming fire." Some of those
who speak of the imprecations of the Psalms as unsuited for the
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mouths of Christian people deny also the New Testament teaching
of the eternal punishment of the wicked, and they forget that
imprecations occur in the New Testament as well as in the Old
(see 1 Cor. xvi. 22; Gal. i. 9; 2 Tim. iv. 14). A former Archbishop of Armagh, in his Bampton Lectures on "The Witness of
the Psalms to Christ," says of the imprecations, " If these passages
be understood as the elder generation of Christians understood
them, a burden is lifted away from us. They are correlatives of
the doctrine of retribution. They are spoken, if we conceive
rightly, by One Who expresses, as far as human language can, the
doom which is the sure decree of the Governor of the world.
Unless it is wrong and incredible that God should punish terribly,
it is not wrong or incredible that His Son should give warning
of it in the most vivid and impressive way." (Quoted by the
late Rev. J. E. Walker, of Cheltenham.)
The late Dr. Saphir says, "How are we to account for those
passages in which David implores the judgment of God upon his
enemies .~ What was the motive 1 It was not a personal motive,
but this was the motive-the glory of God, the establishment of
God's kingdom, the manifestation to the whole world that there
is a righteous God, and that He judgeth the preservation of God's
chosen people for His honour, and the preservation of those things
which God had entrusted to His nation-His Word and the know·
ledge of His name. It was for this reason that they implored
the judgments of God to come upon those whose enmity was
implacable, and whose resistance and violence against God and
God's people there was no hope of conciliating. . . . Many of
those passages are prophetical, for God promises that He will
judge and establish His kingdom; and being given in the spirit
of prophecy, there is nothing else but an assent of the believer
to the purposes of God. . .. When the Prophets and Psalmists
uttered these sayings, was there no mixture of earthly passion
with them ~ No." (The Divine Unity of Scripture, pp. 156, 157.)
Dr. Saphir proceeds to show that the New Testament corresponds
with the teaching of the Old on this subject, and he goes on to
say, "In the book of Revelation, the Lord Jesus praises the Church,
, This good thing thou hast, that thou hatest the Nicolaitanes , not the heresy, but the men-whom I also hate'''! We may add
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that if we may rightly use the penknife with passages in the Psalms,
we should also use it in regard to the Revelation. Is it unchristian
for Christ Himself to say, "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and
ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her" !
(Rev. xviii. 20.) Without any personal vindictiveness of spirit,
the more we range ourselves on the side of God and His truth, and
the more we set ourselves against all error and sin, the more shall
we humbly rejoice at the overthrow of the enemies of God and
the enemies of His truth and His people. There is hardly a grander
utterance than that in which the fifty-eighth Psalm closes-the
Psalm rejected by Convocation-" Verily there is a reward for
the righteous: verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth."
In fact this great truth fills the hearts of God's people with comfort
as they recall the awful cruelties of the Germans in connection with
this terrible war. Sooner or later we believe that God Himself
will judge Germany for her crimes, while we humbly acknowledge
that He is even now chastening us for our own national sins.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE

EDITOR.

THE DEATH OF INFANTS.
THE death of infants brings before us in a solemn and impressive
manner the depth of our fall; it reminds us how sin having entered
into the world, death has come to all the branches, and even the most
tender buds. But it is as if the tender love of our heavenly Father
intended to make death less awful and painful to us by associating
with it little infants, whom, for the sake of the second Adam and in
the Divine .garment of His righteousness, He transplants into His
paradise. They will be in heaven members of the mystical body of
Christ. Theirs is not angelic innocence and purity. Christ i, their
righteousness. Their robes also are made white in the Blood of the
Lamb. Linked to us by the sweet and sacred tie which God the
Creator has established, and by the bond of a special affection, they
will present an aspect of Divine grace and of the glory of Christ and
His work which no other human beings or angels can manifest. They
will in a peculiar manner show forth the wonders of redeeming grace
and of the Spirit's power. And then we shall look upon their earthly
life as complete; and they also shall belong to the saints of God-who
can say, "The Lord hath perfected that which concerneth me."Ado/ph Saphir.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" As well the singers as the players shall be there: all my springs are in
Thee."-PsALM lxxxvii. 7.

THE resources in God are all found for His people in His well·beloved
Son. There is but one Book and one Person for His redeemed children,
and the words of the Apostle Peter, spoken 80 truly in the warmth a.nd
zeal of his heart, "Lord, to whom shall we go 1 " (if not unto Thee) are
indeed true. In Jesus is all the fulness of the Godhead bodily treasured
up, and in Him Who is the Author and Finisher of His people's salva·
tion, there are those infinite resources to meet the infinite need of His
Body, the Church, individually and collectively. And these are all
met in Jesus, and can be found nowhere else. He alone, Who was able
to bear the load of our guilt and the iniquity laid upon Him of us all,
He alone is able to bear with them now. He is full of grace and truth,
and since grace from Him be the bestowal now, and makes us the glad
recipients according to His riches and our need, it is an earnest of glory;
for as the Psalmist says, "The Lord will give grace and glory, and no
good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly."
" All my springs are in Thee," says the Psalmist. The Prayer·book
version gives it, " All my fresh springs are in Thee." That is true, as
His children daily prove, but the Authorized Version speaks equally'
true, since the Fount and Source are there, and consequently the fresh
and living springs must need spring from that Source. "All my
springs are in Thee." Whence 1 "Out of Zion, the perfection of
beauty, God hath shined"; and as Zion, "beautiful for situation, the joy
of the whole earth," had its many mountains around, down whose
slopes the many springs would flow, so Jesus supplies the every need of
His people. "God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved: God
shall help her, and that right early." It is all Divine help, Divine
supply. They must needs be Divine "springs"! Hence their
infinite satisfyiug and supplying quality. And what is found in Jeho·
vah·Jesus is there for His people, unto whom" He is made Wisdom
aud Righteousness and Sanctification and Redemption."
Thus, do I (ah! indeed, I do) lack wisdom 1 I am a poor, foolish,
ignorant creature. But Christ is made unto me the Wisdom of God!
I have nothing in and of myself, and as a curse·laden sinner I caunot
approach the Holy and Just God. But in the Person of Jesus I am,
as all His people are, "all righteous" and accepted. Clothed in that
spotless robe of His Righteousness, I am brought into court, gra·
ciously emboldened to approach and plead for His sake. And this all·
covering robe will always be the same. It will always appear before
my God for me; and thus I am covered, and· adorned in royal court
dress-.Another's, not mine own, which is indeed but filthy rags. In
this robe of Christ's blood and righteousness I shall appear, and-
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" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?"
None can do so, because He "of God is made unto us-righteousness."
And, again, I find the spring of sanctific3tion in Him. He Who was
consecrated a Priest for evermore, sanctified His own people. He is
their sanctification. I am vile, sin-polluted, my all is stained and dyed
with sin, but in Him His redeemed find He is of God their sanctification. They are consecrated unto Him; set apart for a holy purpose!
" Ye see your calling, brethren!" Then may grace-exercised hearts
indeed consider" what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness."
And He is my redemption from sin, and from the thraldom of sin;
from the daily pollutions my daily redemption. My Redeemer under
the law for me, and in Whom I am free from the law which would
condemn me, Yes, all the springs of Wisdom and Righteousness and
Sanctification and Redemption are found in Jesus for His people.
Again, He is my fresh spring as He restores and revives my graces,
and rekindles love in my cold and wandering and sinning heart. Oh!
who that knows the sins of his heart but loves that title given to
his' Blessed Holy Saviour, the R&,torer. "Thou restorest my soul."
" Thou wilt revive me."

Yes, He saves us all along. "He saves me at first, He saves me
at last, He saves me a thousand times o'er," as the redeemed
atheist sang: aud we learn to " die daily" to sin, that He may revive
'-s; and that when we are withered, cold, and barren and empty, wandering and false to Him, He comes with His fresh supplies of grace, fans
the flickering dying embers to a flame; anoints with" fresh oil" of
the Holy Spirit, and teaches us that slow-to-be-learned and all-humbling lesson, "Without Me ye can do nothing," anrt that all and every
spring of grace is in Him, and in Him alone. "Of Him and through
Him, and to Him are all things."
But we notice that this is a Psalm for the sons of Korah, and they
sang, "As well the singers as the players shall be there: all my springs
are in Thee."
It is worth noticing that the descendants of Korah were made singers
of the temple. Two hundred and fifty of their company perished as a
judgment from Jehovah for taking upon themselves to offer strange
fire. "They, and all that appertained to them went down alive into the
pit, and the earth closed upon them, and they perished from among
the congregation." And yet, as we have seen, the sons of Korah
were amongst the appointed Bingers of the temple worship.
Is, t.herefore, the leading thought of " all our springs" that of joy 1
The singers of the temple here could truly sing with joy redemption's
story. They have spoken of " glorious things" concerning the city of
God; of the honour and glory and increase of the Church, and then" as
well the singers as the players shall be there; all my springs are in
Thee" is as it were an outburst of praise. All the spring of their joy,
every note of praise would be derived from redemption, God the spring
of all their joy and source of all their praise!
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"My God, the spring of aH my joys,
The life of my delights,
The glory of my brightest days,
And comfort of my nights.
"In da.rkest shades, if He a.ppear
My dawning has begun;
He is my soul's bright Morning Star,
And He's my rising Sun."

So that everyijoy and every note of praise comes from Him Who is
God, "mine exceeding joy." Feeble and imperfect as is our praise now,
it is in its source Divine, imperishable, and we look forward to that
time when we shall see -Him as He is and praise Him as we ought. Thus
may the joy of the water-drawers be ours even now, who" with joy
draw water out of the wells of salvation." It is a Living Spring; water
of everlasting life; and since their Source is this God Who is our God
for ever, we can rest upon the promise and blessings of the great
Creator. "Thou visitest the earth and waterest it; Thou greatly
enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water; Thou preparest
them corn when Thou hast so provided for it. Thou wateres the
ridges thereof abundantly; Thou settlest the furrows thereof; Thou
makest it soft with showers; Thou blessest the springing thereof.
Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness; and Thy paths drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness; and the little
hills rejoice on every side. The pastures are clothed with flocks; the
valleys are covered over with eorn; they shout for joy, they also
sing." And if the Lord, the great Creator of all, thus blesses the
works of His own Hands, and fulfils His Covenant promise t.hat.
"While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and
heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease,"
how much more will He bless, preserve, and enrich His own
spiritual and new creation in Christ Jesus, and give them daily to
rejoice that all their springs of life, and joy. and renewal, and sustaining
are in Him!
R.
THE IDDDEN LIFE.
ONE thing, beloved Lord, I fain would askThat in Thy holy temple I may dwell ;
To gaze upon Thy beauty be my task,
And all Thy loving-kindness to forth-tell :
Give me naught else but this-all shall be well.
For in the secret of Thy Presence safely hid,
Sheltered beneath the shadow of Thy wing,
Close-nestling in Thine arms, my soul is rid
Of all earth's cares-for very joy I sing,
As closer still to Thee, dear Lord, I cling.
October, 1914.
-The late Herbert Houf]hlon.
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Sermon!:) anb 'Note!:) of ,SermOll£),
CHRIST'S LILIES.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" As the lily among thorns."-THE SONG OF SOLOMON, THE SONG OF
SONGS, ii. 2.
THESE two metaphors, "the lily" and" thorns," should be taken in
connection with the general teaching of the entire Song of Solomoo.
What they suggest to the mind when we read them is, that" the lily"
represents the Bride of Christ, and that the world in which she at
present is is represented by the" thorns "-" the lily among thorns."
The lily is a pure, fragrant, lovely, and lowly plant-the Church of
God, the Bride of the Lamb, the Spouse of Christ-pure, lovely, lowly.
And when we so speak, we speak of the individual believer also; that
which is true of the whole, is true of each heart. Every believer in the
Lord's sight is pure, because he is beheld only as he is in Christ. The
purity of the lily, the whiteness of the lily-if we take the English
idea of the flower here spoken of-is his. The Church of God is without blemish, without spot or any such thing, holy in the Lord's sightperfectly holy. The people of God can not be whit,er than they are,
purer than they are-in Christ. White as the wool-fleece is, whiter"'
than suow itself-which is the whitest creature we know of in creation
-" whiter than snow" are they-in Christ. And therefore there is a
beautiful suitability about this metaphor of the lily, as representing
the blood-washed, accepted, and grace-justified people of God as
they are complete in Christ, lacking nothing, perfect in His perfections.
"Ye are complete in Him."
What a contrast, however, is suggested by the use of these two
metaphors in such close conjunction: beauty on the one hand, unloveliness-thorns-on the other; comeliness, in the lily-cruelty, in
the thorns.
Of course these thoughts are emphasized very remarkably when we
come to think of the Lord Jesus Himself. See Him hanging on the
cross amid the thorns-a robber on the right hand, and a robber on
the. left hand, Himself numbered with the transgressors, crowned with
thorns. There you have in perfection of metaphorical teaching" the
lily among thorns." Never was there snch a conjunction of opposites
as there on Calvary. But that which was true and is true of Him,
thus beheld, is in its measure trne of His Bride also. She, too, is the
lily. Her whiteness is His righteousness, all her loveliness is His put
upou her, she is comely because of His comeliness-hers. As He is,
so is she in this world-pure, lovely, and lowly. But there we have it,
the lily grows among the thorns, it is not made stagnant· by the
thorns, or overgrown of them, but she still is in the midst, unhurt,
untouched, as lovely as ever, as fragrant as ever. That thorn-oushdo you remember ?-in the back parts of the desert, aflame and yet
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not consumed because the Lord was in the midst of it, explains so
much the position of the Church of the living God in a present evil
world. The Church of God is passing through, passing on, passing up,
and passing out, and when at the last she is brought forth into the
predestinated "wealthy place," she will be found there unscathed,
unspotted by the evil world through which she has passed, holy and
without blame before her Redeemer in love-His love. Yes, the
people of God, through grace in them, pass through this present evil
world, as not of it, as separated from it, called out of it. In proportion
as we practically follow Christ thus, how delightful are we in His sight,
because we then are His witnesses in a present evil world, we are the
light in the darkness, we are the salt in the midst of the corruption.
These are the things that honour Him and gladden His heart concerning His dear people. The lily loses nothing of its fragrance although
dwelling among thorns. Thus the people of God are unto God a sweet
savour of Christ.
In the 2nd chapter of our Song and the 16th verse we read of the
Lord feeding among the lilies. By" feeding" we underst-and communion, He is partaking of them, delighting Himself in them. Although the thorns surround and threaten, you see the Lord is not
hindered in His commumon with the lilies-not hindered. The Lord
knows about the thorns, where they are, what they are-He Who was
once crowned literally with thorns. He knows what thorns are, and
He can come to His lily in the midst of the thorns, and deal lovingly,
tenderly, and suitably with the hearts of His dear ones, so that though
sorrows and afflictions and troubles may multiply around us on all
sides, yet these things, so far from hindering the Lord having fellowship
with us, do but touch His heart and move Him to come nearer to us ;
so that very often the thorny experiences of God's people, sanctified
by His sufficient grace, are amongst the choicest of His favours and
the most distinguishing of His mercies. Hence it is that the people
of God are not uneontented or discontented with their appointed lot.
Thorns and briers may beset them, bnt they have One with them Who
spoils the hurt of the thorn, Who disarms its power to toueh His
precious lilies, and so they are well kept at the worst of times.
Some of you may be passing through the worst of times-at any
rate in your judgment the present times are the worst of times-but
be comforted by the assurance that the Lord is with you, that He has
not left, and will not leave, you, but in proportion as the thorns of
tribulation multiply upon you, shall you find His loving ministrations
superabolmding. Where the afflictions abound the Lord's lovingkindnesses will superabound, and we would not therefore be without
the appointed thorns. They are appointed, whatever form they take,
and the Lord it is Who shapes our afflictions for us, and always wisely
He makes choice, and suitably He makes choice, of just those particular crosses which, sanctified by His grace, make for our profit..
It is He \Vho chooses our crosses for ~lS, and our sorrows and tears for
us, so that sooner or later we bless Him for our appointed crosses, we
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thank Him for the thorns. These are Heavenly appointmentsHeavenly appointments I say.. All our affiictions, you· understand,
children of God, all our afflictions have been settled in Heaven for us,
they have been thought out by our Heavenly Father in His inscrutable
wisdom and in the tenderness of His love, and so they come upon us
from above, they spring not of the earth, the afflictions of the righteous
are Heavenly in their origin, Heavenly in their operation, Heavenly in
their tendencies, and Heavenly in their results. So that we bless the
Lord by His grace that He is pleased to come and feed among the
lilies.
Then we find in the same Song, the 6th chapter and the 2nd verse,
how He comes and gathers from time to time t\!ese His choice plants,'
His lilies. "My beloved is gone down into His garden, to the beds of
spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gatber lilies," from which we
conclude that the Lord is not purposing that His lilies should always
dwell among thorns, and here He plucks one and there another from
among the thorns. Children of God, you who are bereaved of loved
ones, seek to look at the matter from this standpoint-that the Lord
has plucked this or that precious, precious lily from among the thornil.
There are no thorns yonder, thorns ouly grow in the soil of a sin-cursed
earth-no thorns yonder. Oh, how blessed that the Lord should thus
come and gather His pleasant plants, which He always does with a .
loving hand. There is nothing violent about His methods, they are
all so gentle and so tenderly affectionate. He takes these lilies into
His own bosom, these blood-bought, these bloo.d-washed souls. They
are choice indeed to Him, and He gathers them into His bosom.
Then another thing we must not overlook is, that He gives grace
to the lilies to be willing to be plucked. He gives grace to the saints
to be willing, when the Lord has so determined, to be plucked hence.
They know, they know well, that they are being plucked from among
thorns and briers, that they are being taken out of the scene of the
curse, and out of the sphere of the activities of sin in themselves and J
in the world around them-they are willing. Yes, says the Song:
Or ever my soul was aware, I was gone, I had left all the sorrows and
sicknesses and sins behind; He carried me upon His willing wheels,
His willing chariot, and I fled at His call. So let us think of the Lord's
departed saints, that they are gathered lilies which the Lord Jesus
embosoms, delighting in the fragrance of the graces which He perfected
in them whilst yet they dwelt among the thorns. Thorns in Scripture,
as we have often observed, represent painful experiences. Now the
Lord is pleased to make painful experiences inst·ructive to His people,
and so by the training of them by means of sanctified affliction and
sorrow He fits them for service down here in this world of thorns and
briers. In the 2nd chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians there is
an exhortation to the Lord's people: "That ye may be blameless and
harmless "-nnspotted as lilies-" the sons of God, without rebuke,
in the midst "-here we have the thorns and the briers-,-" in the
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom shine ye
26
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[margin] as lights in the world; holding forth the Word of life."
There is the position of those whose afflictions are sanctified. See

how the Lord equips them for service, and fits them to be leaders and
teachers and comforters of others-God's witnesses. That is why the
Lord keeps His saints here for a minute, or at all,-it is His pleasure
they should be His witnesses. It is not until they have severally
completed their witness-ship that He takes them hence, translates and
transports them to His Heavenly Paradise.
" As the lily among thorns." So although the lilies be called to
prove the gra.ce of God by painful methods, they are largely profited
by these processes. I suppose they could learn in no other way; that
is why the Lord h~ chosen that way, because no other would be better
suited to their circumstances and to themselves than this upon which
He has determined. One wonders sometimes that the afflictions of
the righteous are so many; that the Lord has left such a legacy of
suffering to His blood-bought, beloved Church on earth. Someone has
said that inasmuch as the Lord Jesus bore in the greatness of His love
the sins of His people-He did-there must be some weighty reason
why He did not bea, their sufIerings and their afflictions. Now the
reason must be that in His Divine judgment, that is in His unerring
judgment, in is a good thing that the saints should be sufferers, that
the saints should drink largely of the cup of tribulation. He would
have borne every trial for them, every affliction, every cross, had it
been best for them, but He did not do so because it would not have
been best for them. The Lord Jesus always does the best thing that
can be done for each one of His exercised, afflicted people, for each onef!}r each one-for than brother or than sister this morning in sorrow.
The best thing, because there was nothing that was better that He could
have done, and therefore He did the thing. And as one of the people
of God in Old Testament times who had tasted of the bitter cup of
tribulation said, "Himself hath done it." That pacified all questionings, all the active inquiries of the natural mind. "Himself hath done
it," therefore it is well done, it has been wisely done. Although I may
not yet be able to see as with the clear light of mid-day why He has
done as He has done, yet I trust Him, yea, "though He slay me, yet
will I trust in Him." I can not, dare not, call into question the propriety of His Providence; "Himself hath done it," and He doeth all
things well.
Dear children of God, you may be cast down, probably you are, I am
sure you are more or less cast down from time to time, because of the
way, the difficulties and hardships of the way by which the Lord is
leading you, but though He cause a casting down, He never yet, in
regard to the objects of His love, cast one of them off. "Oast down,
but not destroyed "-that is Apostolic experience, it is the experience
of the Lord's dear Church to-day. These times on earth are times of
casting down indeed. No child of God pursues many steps On his
Heavenward journey without some obstacle, some impediment appearing in its course. He need walk delicately and vigilantly and very
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prayerfully all the days of his sojourn on earth. The enemy, too, is
always on the alert, using a thousand busy influences to turn aside the
child of God from the narrow path. Oh, we need great grace for these
days when the road is so broad that it is so easy to be drawn into it and
it is so easy to go with the multitude. It does need special grace to
keep our feet in the narrow way; it does need special grace to hold us
up lest we slide, lest our feet slip, lest we stumble. "Hold Thou me
up, and I shall be safe," need be the petition of our lips all the day
long-" Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe." And the Lord will
give corresponding grace according to the needs of His tried people.
He never suffers them to exceed in necessity what He has prepared in
ilis bounty, and also never suffers them to come short of the abundance
He has laid up for them that fear ilim. And therefore well is onc of
ilis titles, "God All·sufficient." May that title be our daily portion
in the apprehension of it, in the proof of it-God All·sufficient. Whatever betide or whatever thorns distress us, may we fall back upon
what God is-God AIl·sufficient; upon what God does-He is the God
That doeth wonders; upon what God has promised-He has promised
that those who walk uprightly shall not lack any good thing.
May the Lord apply the comfort of these great truths this morning
to any hearts who need-who especially need-consolation, for Christ's
sake. Amen.
ECHOES FRQ)f A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PA.RISH
OHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT, OS SUNDAY EVENINO, JULY 22ND,
1917, BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, RD., RECTOR.

"Christ .Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood."-RoMANs iii. 24, ~5.

set forth," the margin of the A.V. reads" foreordainen," and
the R.V. "purposed." "All things are of God" (2 Cor. v. 18) .. The
great Architect of the universe has a plan-a purpose-which He is
carrying out, and which He "ill accomplish. His purpose, revealed
to us in His Holy Word, is "in Christ Jesus." It is wonderfully
unfolded to us in the Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians, in chapter i.
9-11, of which we read: "Having mane known unto us the mystery
[the secret] of His will, accorning to ilis good pleasure which He hath
purposed in Himself: tlnlt in the dispensation of the fulness of times,
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are
in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him: in whom also we
have obtained an inheritauce, being predestinated according to the
purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will."
As a part of this great purpose He foreordained Chtist J esns "to
be a propitiation."
(1). Let us enquire what we are to understand by this word
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" propitiation." The Greek word so translated occurs twice only
in the New Testament, here in Rom. iii. 25, and in Heb. ix. 5, where
it is translated "mercy-seat." The English word "propitiation"
occurs also twice in the First Epistle of John, but in each case it is
the translation of a different Greek word, though one nearly allied
to that used in the epistles to the Romans and the Hebrews. In
order then to elucidat-e the meaning of "propitiation" we will confine
our attent,ion to these two passages, Heb. ix. 5, and the text.
In Heb. ix. 5 we have the type-" the Mercy-seat." The corresponding Hebrew word for mercy-seat contains the idea of cOl'ering,
and the mercy-seat was the lid or cover of the ark of the Covenant.
The ark contained the two tables of stone, "the tables of the Covenant,"
on whioh were written the ten commandments, the moral law of God.
Now we read in Leviticus xvi. 2, "l'he Lord said unto Moses, Speak
unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy
place within the vail before the mercy-seat, which is upon the ark,
that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat."
We learn from the same chapter that Aaron, the high priest, by the
command of Jehovah, went therein once a year, on "the day of
atonement," but" not without blood" (Heb. ix. 7), the blood of the
sacrifices by which, typically, atonement was made for his own sins.
and the sins of the people of Israel. This blood he spl~nkled on and
before the mercy-seat. The mercy-seat was therefore a bloodbesprinkled mercy-seat. The mercy-seat, or propitiatory, sprinkled
with blood, indicated that atonement, or expiation, hac1 been made,
and the transgressions of the people hidden from view. All, of course,
Divinely foreshadowed "the precious blood of Christ," which
"cleanseth us from all sin." Now we grasp, do we not, the idea
conveyed by our English word "propitiation" 1 l'he Antitype, the
true Propitiatory,! the true Mercy-seat, the Lord Jesus Christ, shed
His blood to make propitiation-expiation-·for the sins of His people,
that they might stand cleansed and accepted before God.
In the context of my text we learn the universal gllilt of mankind
(v. 19). "Now we know, that what things soever the law saith,
it saith to them who are under the law; that every Il:outh may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God." It follows
from this that none can be savec1 by the righteousness of the law.
" Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified
in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (v. 20). The
law convicts of sin, but cannot give righteouSness (see Gal. iii. 21, 22),
But now God's righteousness is made known as wit.nessed to in the
Old Testament Scriptures (v. 21). All who believe the Gospel, and
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation, are accounted
righteous by the free grace of <fild, on the ground of Christ's redemption, "whom God hath for<?ordallJed to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood" (t>t' 22-25). The sins of God's believing people
have been expiated, and are covered by the true mercy-seat. In the
foreview of this expiation the sins of the saints of old were" passed
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over," remitted in God's forbearllnce and grace (see v. 25, and margin).
And now, in the Gospel of grace, the declaration is: "In whom we
have redemption through His blood, even the remission of sins"
(Col. i. 14), and Jehovah declares to His people: "I have blotted out,
as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as & cloud, thy sins: return
unto i'tle; for I have redeemed thee" (Isa. xliv. 22). Toplady well
expresses this truth :.. A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing,
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
:rvry person and offerings to bring:
The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."

But (2). How does this become a matter of personal realization 1
The text furnishes the reply: "Through faith in His blood." It is
through faith; the believing of God's testimony concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ; the believing that full expiation for one's sins was made
by the de;1th of Christ, on whom" the Lord made to meet the iniquities
of us all "-the whole believing Church of God (Isa. liii. 6).
If we read with the R.V. "throllgh faith, BY His blood," then" by
His blood" will be connected with the word" propitiation," and the
appropriation is declared to be "through faith," i.e., believing with
the heart what God has made known to us.
The unbeliever has neither part nor lot in this matter. Rejecting
God's testimony concerning Ohrist Jesus, he cannot be saved. "He
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John iii. 18). On the
other hand, " He that believeth on Him IS NOT CONDEMNED." Taught
of God; convinced of sin by the Holy Ghost; enlightened by the
slime Spirit to perceive and to receive "the fulness of the blessing
of the Gospel of Christ," he rests his eternal happiness upon what
God has revealed, and upon Him" whom to know is life eternal."
CHEAP OR FREE 1
THE actual difference between these two words in practice may be
simply a matter of one penny, and yet the principle involved is vast,
and the practical result may be life or death. For instance, suppose a
man, absolutely destitute, be found on the verge of collapse from starvation. A small quantity of milk or beef-tea at the critical moment
might be sufficient to save his life. If he had not a copper in the
world he could not buy, however cheaply the liquids might be offered;
therefore, unless the nourishment be given him freely (i.e. without cost)
he must perish. In such a case it is apparent that the difference
between life and death resolves itself, not into "cheapness," but into
unfettered" freeness."
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In spiritual matters the same principle is involved. The Word of
God may be searched from cover to cover, but neither the word "cheap,"
nor any of its derivatives, will be found. God never speaks of cheap
salvation. On the contrary, He declares that it is without money and
without price (Isa. Iv. 1). It is therefore a free gift. If a free gift, and
if a valuable "ree gift, then this donatiou must spring from good will,
and what is "good will," but grace or favour 1
When the angels were sent by God (see Luke ii. 14) to announce the
birth of the Lord Jesus, they proclaimed God's" good will toward men."
In other words, they really preached " the Gospel of the Grace of God"
(Acts xx. 24); or, put another way, they declared the same truth as is
set forth in John iii. 16. They declared that out of God's" good will
towards men," He had given His Own Son to come into the world to
save men. To save them by becoming their Substitute, and in their
place and stead obeying the holy law for them, suffering the just wrath
of God which. was their due, and dying for them, and so bearing the
penalty they had incurred by sin, for" the wages of sin is death."
Words have lost their meaning if a "free gift " and a " purchase"
are interchangeable terms.
For a gift to .have any sweetness or charm about it, it must proceed
from the love of the heart. Thus God declares that His gift of His Son
to suffer .for man and die for man sprang from the love of His heart.
God's love was a perfectly free act, and so was His gift. If any man
holds a contrary doctrine, let him read and take to heart the solemn
words of the Apostle Peter addressed to Simon (Acts viii. 20-22), "Thy
money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the GIFT of
God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot
in this matter; for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought
of thine .heart may be forgiven thee."
None of God's GIFTS can be purchased. As the gifts are free, so
also is the bestowal-God has the sovereign right to bestow His gifts
on whomsoever He will.
This truth is no doubt very humbling to human pride, but it is
nevertheless the plain and straightforward truth. It shuts none out
of heaven, but it secures the salvation of all who truly believe in and
are united to the Lord Jesus. God knows that no man left to himself
would come to the Lord Jesus for His free salvation. The Lord said,
"No man can come to Me except the Father, Who hath sent Me, draw
him" (John vi. 44); "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me,
and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37).
He Who spake these words also said, " I came to seek and to save the
lost" (Luke xix. '10); "Come unto Me, and I will give you rest" (Matt.
xi. 28); "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink" (John
vii. 37); "If thou knewest the GIFT of God . . . thou wouldest have
asked of Him, and He would have GIVEN thee living water" (John iv.
10).. What can be more encouraging 1 None need despair, for if any
man really seeks, he shall find (Jer. xxix. 13; Matt. vii. 7).-P. 1. B.
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THE NATION AND THE WAR.
TO-DAY the people of England, in the throes of war, deluged, a.~ it
were, with blood, and mourning on account of bereavement, are
engrossed in worldliness, satisfied with the so-called pleasures of this
world, and full of commercialism.
As Jerusalem of old was a favoured place in the dealings of God,
so England has been in these latter days. Have not her countrymen
an open Bible, a Sabbath day, a faithful ministry, and meeting-places
in which they may meet for worship without fear of molestation 1
To whom much is committed, from him is much required. England
has been brought from the yoke of slavery, bondage, and idolatry;
and been the means of spreading the Gospel to many countries and
Jlistant lands in the purpose of God, and this has been through the
persecutions and blood-shedding endured by our forefathers. But
what of the present generation 1 The affairs of this life, the heaping
up of enormous profits, the procuring of lands, etc., to be called after
the names of the purchasers, appear of far greater consequence than
the things" which shall be hereafter."
One looks around and on every side sees the terrible consequences
of war, and wonders why these things should be. The Holy Spirit
manifests this in measure. "Ye shall know that I have not done
without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord God." Let
us try then to seek for some of the causes of the terrible judgments
on us as a nation.
Firstly, the casting aside of His Word, those precious Scriptures
of truth, which the Lord Jesus said testified of Him. And in this,
judgment must first begin at the house of God, that is, among those
who profess His name. Professing Christians do not give the Bible
its place in their lives and conversation. Who is guiltless 1 Who
among men gives to that Divine revelation of the purpose and will
of God- its position 1 Even in family or household worship, how
often is it read without an eye to Him Who sits exalted in the heavens
to judge the secrets and intents of the heart !
Secondly, the ministration of the Word. Is it preached faithfully
from the hundreds of pulpits in our land 1 Are men told that by
natur~ they are full of wounds, bruises, and putrefying sores 1 that
they go astray from the womb, speaking lies 1 that there is none
righteous, no, not one 1 The general proclamation is that man is
a good creature, with power to do something for his own salvation;
tliat he is born into the world" with the spirit of God." Not so the
teaching of the Holy Ghost. "Ye must be born again," yea, and
born of the Holy Spirit working in a man, woman, or child, to will
and to do of His good pleasure, according to the purpose of a Triune,
covenant Jehovah.
The jargon that is set forth in many places is little short of spiritual
adultery. Some set forth works, some works and grace, some idols
and masses, but few speak of that carnal mind which is enmity
against God, or of friendship with the world which is also enmity
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against Him (James iv. 4). Even the precious blood of Jesus-the
only atonement for sin-is often left out of men's discourses, and the
necessity of it might be a thing of the past. And do men honour
Him for His righteousness-that covering which one needs to be
clothed with to stand faultless before the presence of Jehovah in
the day of judgment 1 Is this righteousness made the subject of
th,anksgiving to a dear Redeemer 1 This also seems little spoken of,
without which none shall ever see the Lord in glory. Few seem to
care about that title by which the Bride of the Lamb shall be known,
" The Lord our Righteousness" (Jer. xxxiii. 16).
Is it not a state of things lamentable and pitiable in the extreme,
when creature righteousness is set up as a thing equally pleasing in
the sight of God as that of His own beloved Son 1 But to continue,
is not the country gone after idols, wood and stone, the work of men's
hands, and even our placards are becoming the means of accustoming
the public, especially the young, to the sight of crosses, images, etc.,
and on almost every hand the admonition of the Apostle is forgotten,
"Little children, keep yourselves from idols" 1 God's detestation
of these things is clearly written in His Word.
Should a minister faithfully tell out the truths of Sovereign Grace,
he is at once branded as unkind, hard, and without tact, and many
other hurtful things are said against him. Nevertheless it stands
against the people of England to-day, that they refuse the grand and
sublime but terribly solemn teachings of God's Spirit speaking through
those men whom HE has sent forth to preach His Word.
Let us now look at the" social" life of many presumably Christian
Chlirches. Is the spirit of Christ (a phrase often used but little understood) manifested in such things as socials, concerts, whist-drives,
and the like, glaringly placarded to draw public attention 1 Wherever
these things are creeping into the life of a so-called church, there is
the clearest manifestation that the Holy Spirit is withdrawing or
has withdrawn Himself from it. Truly in the last days men are
" lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" (2 Tim. iii. 4).
Further than this, everything is verging towards amalgamation. A
generation ago men who denied the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ
would not have been allowed on the platforms of Christian gatherings;
but now not only are they encouraged so to do, but in many places
welcomed as "all working for the good of humanity and the
furtherance of the Kingdom of Christ." This is a solemn thing,
for "whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father"
(1 John ii. 23), and he that biddeth him God-speed is partaker with
him in his evil deeds. "Brethren, these things ought not 50 to
be" (Jas. iii_ 10).
Finally, have we not forsaken the Sabbath day, turned it into a
day of pleasure and business instead of worship, thus setting at nought
Him by whom we have every temporal blessing 1 This is but too
true; and forms part of that cup of iniquity which is being remembered
by a holy and righteous God.
C A K
.
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BUT-THE CONSOLATION.
WE all know the telling forcefulness of the word" but" in earthly and
temporal matters. We say, perhaps, "I should have visited her last
week,'but "-.something hindered. Hence the "but." Or speaking of
a person's characteristics, we say, "She has great energy and perseverance, but" -this is a "but" of disqualification. Or we say, " She
is hasty and has little discernment, but "-this is a "but" of intended
praise. There are many "buts" in the Psalms. David loved to
contrast the blessed state of the child of God with the miserable portion
of the wicked. "Their beauty shall consume in the grave from their
dwelling. But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave,
for He shall receive me." "They shall fall by the sword; they shall
be a portion for foxes. But the king [David] shall rej"oice in God." It
is a profitable study to trace those "buts" in the Psalms. A very
dear friend often, when mentioning prospective difficulties and triaL~,
cheers the way by the secret expression which is Scriptural, "But
God." We find when that expression is used that God Himself turned
the scale and brought the balance to turn on the side of deliverance,
proving Himself indeed a very present help in time of need. The
" buts" of the Bible are very telling, and very full of beautiful interpre,
tation to the spiritual eye enabled to discern spiritual things.
In reading the sixteenth chapter of St. John's Gospel in which our
Saviour revealed so many precious confidences, we find the word" but"
thirteen times, and this little word implies sometimes strong contrasts;
sometimes it is explanatory. I feel that the study of a few of these
may help us and cheer us on our pilgrim way Zionward by the guidance
of the Holy Spirit for Whose direction I pray.
First, Jesus tells of future persecution-persecution for His sakepersecution from the professed supporters of religion. "They shaLl
put you out of the synagogues" (see verse 3), not allowing you the
outward means of grace, nor acknowledging you as having any part or
lot in the matter. Well, dear friends, it is a mark of distinction, an
identification of being one with the Master. "If they have persecuted
Me, they will also persecute you." And so we " rejoice in tribulations,"
knowing He goeth before. "Yea, the time cometh, that whosoever
killeth you will think that he doeth God service." What mistaken
thought! It is what "the noble army of martyrs" have suffered
when sentence has been pronounced. "We cut thee off from the
Church." Ah! they were excommunicated from the visible, so-called
Church on earth, but they could not be shut out from the Church
triumphant in heaven.
Why did they such things 1 "Because they have not known the
Father nor Me." Not knowing Him, they did not recognize His
Family. They thought they were doing God service, when they did not
know Him at all. Believer, what a blessed portion to know Him, the
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings.
Then comes the" but" of explanation, why He spoke thus: "But
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these things have I told you, that when the time shall come ye may
remember that I told you them." They would know that these
things were not the casting off by God. They were to take place
according to His purpose, and would be the outcome of the malice
against not simply themselves but against Himself. "Why persecutest thou Me 1 "
Then the sorrowful" but" of parting. "These things I said not
unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. But now I go My
way to Him that sent Me." . Often a dear parent, when he feels the
Home going is near, has many words of counsel and explanation to the
loved ones he is leaving concerning the probable future difficulties they
may encounter, so that they may understand how all arose. While
alive and with them, he had known but not burdened them with it;
he had met all without telling them; but when he goes he knows
the protection will cease, so he warns and explains and advises in
order that they may be prepared for adverses.
And Jesus proceeds: "But because I have said these things unto
you, sorrow hath filled your heart.." Ab! but He points out the
advantage of going away. He says nothing of His own painful agony
impending. Self·forgetting to the end, He points out only the benefits
to His loved disciples. "It is expedient for yoo that I go away, for if
I go not away the Comforter will not come unto you, but if I depart I
will send Him unto you." Thus Io:ve argues, "your sorrow" but
" your gain." "I go, but I wiII send Him." And the going away was
so much to Him, yet for the joy set before H;m He endured the cross,
despising the shame.
I have before dwelt upon the preciousness of the next" but." "I
have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear t.hem now,"
the" but· " of tender consideration, so I will pass on to ano~her, " Ye
shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy." How
gently He touched the broken-hearted. "Your sorrow shall be turned
into joy," implying, I believe, not merely that sorrow shall give place
to joy, but that the sorrow itself shall be turned or transmuted into
joy. As in His own interpretation the anguish of the mother is but
bringing her joy, and she forgets all sorrow in the joy of the birth of
her child. We read in another Scripture, "all things . . . wark
together for good." And the sorrow that Jesus spoke of, that would be
worked into joy, the sorrow was their sorrow and.His sorrow, their joy
and His joy.
Later on He says, " Ye now therefore have sorrow, but I wiII see you
again, and your heart shall rejoice." Ye now therefore have sorrow.
Why 1 "Because I go away, but I will see you again." Yes; and
your heart shall rejoice when I see you again. More than that, " And
your joy no man taketh from you." No man can touch that joy. The
finger of God alone can remove it, and He will not, for He Himself has
given it. He has suffered and died for it. His anticipations from
eternity have been directed to it.
Again: "These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs" (or, as
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in Weymouth's translation, "veiled language "), "but the time corneth
when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall show you
plainly of the Father." Faith shall be lost in sight, and proverbs in
clear speech. "Now we see through a glass darkly; bIlt then face to
face; now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am
known." No more in proverbs will He speak. That will be sweet,
dear friend! You and I are longing for fuller knowledge, clearer
sight. And He will tell us many things we cannot bear now . Now
we see darkly, then face to face. "The time cometh when I shall no
more speak to you in proverbs" (in veiled language). We shall see
Him as He is, and hear His voice, and understand His lauguage, His
tone, His glance. Oh! how we shall rejoice. "The time cometh."
He will not fail.
Then the last triumphant" but" in the chapter. " In the world ye
shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world." Here is a "but" of consolation and triumph indeed. Be of
good cheer, dear believer. Thy conquering Saviour hath overcome,
and ye are more than conquerors through Him that loved you-loved,
you and gave Himself for you. "Be of good cheer"! How the
sweet chimes ring! "Be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee."
" Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid." "Be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world." Salvation-deliverance-victory. Such
a Saviour-such a Conqueror-such a Comforter! We read later on
that when St. Paul was in the castle in Jerusalem testifying for the
Lord Jesus, testifying of Him and suffering persecution, the Lord stood
by him in the night, and said, "Be of good cheer, Paul; for as thou
hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also in
Rome." He comforts in distress and cheers for service. Later on,
when St. Paul was voyaging and in apparent danger of shipwreck, his
faith was strengthened and his spirit comforted. "For there stood by
me this night the angel of God, whose I am and whom I serve, saying,
Fear not, Paul: thou must be brought before Caesar. And 10, God
hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of
good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me."
And so it was, it was even as it was told him. The" Be of good cheer"
spoken to him personally he conveyed to his fellow-passengers, and we
who have tasted of the good word of the faithful God and Saviour
would fain echo His "Be of good cheer." Why 1 "I have overcome." And" Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1" Very
Boon, dear fellow-pilgrim, He will gather us to Himself-Him.~ell.
"Out of the sigh and the silence,
Into the deep swelling song;
Out of the exile and bondage,
Into the Home-gathered throng."
Therefore be of good cheer.
NETTlE
THE presence of God quietly baffles all the attempts of the evil
one.-C. H. Spurgeon.
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LOT, AND ABRAHAM'S PRAYER FOR SODOM.

" God spared not . . . turning the cities 0/ Sodom and Gomorralt into
ashes . . . and delivered iust Lot. ... The Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out 0/ temptations."-2 PETER ii. 4-9.

WE know little about Lot until after he and Abraham parted. From
that time Lot appears to have gone somewhat deeply into worldly
interests. Possibly Abraham, being much more spiritually-minded, as
well as older, influenced him greatly for good during their sojourn
together. We cannot estimate the privilege and value of godly
companions. Let us seek to make, to be worthy of, and to retain
such. And let us desire by God's grace to be such ourselves in our
influence, aims, and occupations. May the Holy Spirit give us some
lessons of warning and encouragement while we consider the life of
Lot and Abraham's prayer for Sodom.
Let us begin where Abraham and Lot "separated" (Gen. xiii.
'9-14). Lot had chosen his land-apparently chosen well from a
worldly point of view. But he soon had a loud voice of warning.
For the next chapter gives us the account of himseU and his goods
being taken by enemies. Abraham went after them and "brought
back all," Lot's person and people and possessions (ver. 16). This
is so frequently dwelt on as a grand illustration of the love and
redeeming work of the fJord Jesus Christ, that it need not be commented
on. We see from this chapter that the child of God is not long permitted to pursue a worldly path persistently without being appealed
to, by some call or sorrow or disaster to pull him up. We do not
gather that Lot profited by this warning, For a little later he drew
still closer to Sodom. Yet the whole of Lot's history reveals how
patiently and lovingly the Lord follows His children. However often
and far they wander from Him in their human weakness and sinfulness, He is ever ready to forgive and to restore. He uses many ways
and many voices to keep us near to HimseU; or to draw us back if
sin and the world are gaining dominion over us. Oh, that the Spirit
of God may give us eyes to see and ears to hear, when He thus deals
with us! May we be quickened to a Christlike walk, and be enabled
to say sincerely, "I have set the Lord always before me"! So shall
the world, the flesh, and the devil have less hold on us or attraction
for us.
How differently the Lord worked with regard to Abraham and
Lot when He willed to overthrow Sodom. In chap. xviii. 1 we read,
"The Lord appeared" unto Abraham to tell him about it. But
xix. 1 tells us that" two angels" "came to Sodom " to inform Lot.
Abraham was told some hours before Lot. Yet Abraham was safe,
while Lot was in danger. "Three men" (xviii. 2), one being the
Angel of the Covenant, came to Abraham. The Angel remained with
him, while the other" two men" went on to Lot (ver. 22 and xix. 1).
Abraham was in closer communion with the Lord. Hence the Lord
HimseU "came" to His faithful servant. Lot was living far off
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from Him, so only" two men" were commissioned to deal with him.
If we are kept by the grace of God near to Him, and faithful to Him,
we shall see and feel Himself, and no other, in all His providential
dispensations ·to us.
Then contrast the time when each was informed. "In the heat
of the day," somewhere between twelve and two, the Covenant
Messenger appeared to Abraham. But it was" at even," full six or
eight hours later, that Lot received those heavy tidings. They were
followed by a very bad night, and it was followed by a very bad day.
It would seem that Lot was unworthy during that time of sojourning
in Sodom to be told that news as early as Abraham. Yet it concerned
him much more closely. He was living far off from God. At that
time, like Peter, He was following" afar off." But Abraham, "the
friend of God," was singled out to share this solemn secret. " The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them
His covenant." Abraham wholly and fully feared the Lord.
The Lord sometimes reveals His secrets to His servants still. Not
only does He give at times the Covenant assurance of our own soul's
salvation, but occasionally He gives us the assurance of the salvation
of another. .The soul may appear hopelessly dead when this assurance
is given to us, or it may give signs of life. In either case our faith
does not quail. There are times when we are led definitely and
perseveringly to intercede for some special loved one, and we realize
that the Lord has given us the prayer of faith on behalf of that one.
We are made to feel that the Lord has really whispered His" secret"
to us concerning that precious soul. He has shown us" His'Covenant,"
and from that moment we firmly believe that the dear one will be
brought in. This is an extremely deep experience to pass through.
It is not given to many, and not given many times during any lifeperchance both the strain and the joy is so intense that no one could
bear it often. I believe that it is, if I may put it so, experiencing
a previous embodiment of our Lord's future words, "Enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord." "The joy" of the Lord Jesus Christ is
undoubtedly the salvation of souls. Mefancies that it is given to
us occasionally to "enter" with Him into this "joy" to a certain
extent, even on earth. The full "joy" is of course a future experience to be enjoyed by us when He rewards the services of His servants.
But those who know the present ' joy" of the Lord's service can
testify that after this" secret" has once been breathed to us by " the
Angel of the Covenant," we cling to the knowledge of that" secret."
Nor does the assurance once given for that soul ever totally leave us.
However lacking the spiritual life of the object of our prayers appears
to be, and however far off from grace the walk seems to us, we still
remember that the "secret" was shown us; and faith enables us
to believe it in spite of all contrary evidence.
. Let us now turn to Abraham's prayer, inasmuch as it was so closely
connected with Lot. Abraham's interest in the cities as such was
not very deep. His interest and anxiety was centred in Lot, and
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in Lot's possessions! Abraham concluded that if both of these were
to be spared, the only way was for God to spare the cities. The
Lord's way was otherwise, however. He did not spare those great
cities, by reason of the sinfulness of their inhabitants. But He saved
one "righteous" man out of them, and a whole" little" "city"
on that righteous man's account. See what was underneath the
sparing of Zoar. Lot lost much in that dire overthrow, but much
was still left to him, even including a posterity when that seemed
impossible. The child of God is never wholly bereft of earthly
needfuls, until he needs no more on earth. Lot was not wholly bereft.
How much he lost we are not distinctly told, but evidently most of
his relations and his Q;wn former possessions. Hence the man was
greatly stripped. We, too, shall suffer, and perchance be stripped
of well-nigh our human all if, like Lot, we make friends with the
world and with the mammon of unrighteousness.
And mark, God came to Abraham-Abraham did not start to God.
The Lord did the drawing near. So the Lord still calls us to praywe cannot, we do not, pray of our own free will. Prayer is God's
gift, not man's possession. How did Abraham appeal to the Lord
that day 1 He appealed with hesitation, with fear. He seems to
have expected God to be " angry" with him. But look again deeper.
See how the Lord's will and Abraham's wish corresponded. Lot was
really the centre of Abraham's prayer and desire. In reality it was
almost entirely for Lot that Abraham was interceding. And the
Lord had purposes of delivering grace towards Lot, therefore He called
forth Abraham's prayer. He was about-nay, He had already sent
-to deliver Lot. Abraham believed for Lot, and Lot was spared.
Those cities were to sink for their sin; their "smoke" was to rise
"up as the smoke of a furnace," involving and indicative of utter
destruction (xix. 28). Nevertheless Abraham's petition was granted
-Lot was spared. Further, a whole" little" city had to be preserved
as well, to ensure a refuge and a livelihood for him. Thus the Lord
gave more than Abraham expected.
True prayer is Spirit prompted. The Lord, by His Spirit, controls
our prayers and keeps them within His bounds. He sees, too, deeper
than our words-He reads our hearts. If we sometimes, as it were,
even to Him seem to try to cover up some very deep desire in a surface
petition, He goes always beneath the surface, and deals with the
silent longing as He sees best for us. He invariably gives more and
better than we either desire or deserve. Doubtless Lot would have
been drawn more deeply into the world, and further from his God,
had Sodom and Gomorrah remained. The Lord sees all. He also
knows all. He sees and He knows, dear fellow-traveller, our heartache
and our heart-break for each beloved wandering one. He sees and
knows the fears and the dangers that beset ourselves. "The Lord
knoweth " all these. And He knows" how to deliver"; both from
spiritual deception and from spiritual decline, from mental fear and
from moral danger, from temporal troubles and from pecuniary
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embarrassments. We are told that Lot was really" godly." Hence
he was delivered from the" temptations" that well-nigh overwhelmed
him.
May the Lord keep us from being entangled with the world, and
enable us to "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness."
Clapton, E.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
THE ABSOLUTE ACCURACY OF THE BIBLE.*

By

ADMIRAL SIR

G. F.

KING-HALL, K.C.B., C.V.O.

_
IT is the greatest pleasure to me to preside at this annual meeting of
~he Bible League, which exists" to promote the reverent study of the
~ Scriptures, and to resist the varied attacks made upon their
inspiration, infallibility, and sole sufficiency as the Word of God."
The longer I live, the more my belief in the full inspiration and
accuracy-I may say, in the absolute accuracy-of the written Word
of God, as borne testimony to by the Lord Jesus Christ, the living
Word, two thousand years ago, is strengthened. There is such a thing
as textual criticism, and that is right enough. But when it is engaged
in, this criticism should always be done in a most reverent spirit and
on one's knees. For instance, I am no scholar-I have been at sea
fifty years, and I cannot pretend to know anything about scholarship
compared with the gentlemen on the platform and many before me
here-but I do know this fact, that in transcribing the Hebrew Scriptures two little dots over a word will make a difference between nine
and nine thousand; and so we can easily understand how by the
early scribes mistakes might be made in numerals. I believe that
any little error like that is always seen at once by the context. But
this criticism is very different from the so-called Higher Criticism,
which in this country to some extent, and, as alluded to by your Secretary, even abroad among some of our missionaries-and greatly so in
Germany, from whence the poisonous seeds came-.--has undermined
regard for the Holy Scriptures and shaken the faith, not only of the
ignorant and the poor, but also the wise and intellectual. Now, what
has been the result 1 The land of Luther-Luther to whom we owe
so much for the Reformation-has become very largely materialistic
and rationalistic. All the speeches of the leading German statesmen
and the military party especially are on the lines of " the survival of
the fittest," which is quite antagonistic to the Divine law of love for
others. If you ask how this terrible war has come about, I should
certainly say that the germ seed of Higher Criticism is the root of it,
culminating in the dictum of Nietzsche, that the Sermon on the Mount
was" slave morality," and that" Jesus would have disavowed His
doctrine if He had attained to my age "-this philosopher, who had
so much to do with moulding the policy of Germany, exclaims: "Ye
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say that a good causc will even sanctify war; I tell you, it is the good
war which .sanctifies every cause." That philosophy permeated the
German nation. Nietzsche died in a madhouse, but the result of his
teaching we see to-day.
I have never yet seen an apparent discrepancy of the Scriptures
trumpeted abroad by the critics that has not been found reconcilable
by such scholars as we have on the platform this afternoon. I have
never yet seen-and I have looked well into the matter and studied
it-a discrepancy that could not be finally reconciled. It may seem
somewhat presumptuous to many of you that I stand here as a naval
officer and say so, but I have been a student of the Scriptures, and I
have studiecl the writings of many defenders of the Scriptures, and
that is my honest opinion. It is needless for me to point out, in view
of recent discoveries, that the stones themselves cry out in support of
the literal truth of God's written Word. Look at the error concerning
the Hittites. Remember the crass ignorance of some of the so-called
Higher Critics regarding the Pentateuch, and their dogmatic assertion
that writing was unknown in the time of Moses. The truth is, many
of these men approach the Scriptures with hostile feelings, and the
result is that, trusting to their power of intellect, their wisdom becomes
foolishness. If you undermine the Scriptures, you undermine the
whole foundation of civilization, as we see in this world catastrophe.
I do not know anything about Greek and Hebrew, but I make use of
scholars who do know Greek and Hebrew. I have their concordances
at my side, aud by that means I am able to trace out the different
shades of meaning in the Word of God, and I find it of the greatest
help. Take one accotmt, that of Jacob corrting down to Egypt (Gen.
xlvi. 26, 27), and then compare what Stephen said about it (Acts vii.
14, 15). One of the greatest scholars said that Stephen bad made a
mistake, but it was proved afterwards that it was the scholar who bad
made the mistake.
I will close by asking you to look at Ezekiel xxvi. 4, 5 and 12-14_
This prophecy was made against the great city on the mainland, called
Tyre, that" They should destroy her walls and break down her towers,
and scrape her dust from her and make her like the top of a rock,"
and that it should be "a place for the spreading of nets in the midst
of the sea "-remember those words: in the midst of the sea-" for I
have spoken it, saith the Lord." Then turn to the fourteenth verse:
"I will make thee like the top of a rock; thou shalt be a place to
spread nets upon." This city of Tyre was besieged by Nebuchadnezzar
-the main city on the land-and after a long siege he took it, and
then the Phcenicians decided to remove their capital to the adjacent
island, which was some hundreds of yards away. This they did, and
built a .very fine and large city there, and made it their capital. In
the course of time Alexander the Great came with a huge army of
mercenaries and besieged this new city, and he took it in eight months
by gathering every stone of the old city that he could find and making
,a causeway running to the south-west. In the course of time the sand
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covered this c.auseway, so you will understand why there is no longer
an island, although it is said that Tyre was in the midst of the sea.
A.nd now across a breadth of half a mile lie the remains of the new
city, which once stood in all its splendour; they lie right along the
seashore on the mainland. At present there is a large village at this
spot. Some people have seen this and have wondered how it can be
said that the prophecy has been literally fulfilled. Some sceptics
throw doubt on the Word of God in this respect. When I was near
the place I said to the Consul-General, " Let us go over the road on·
the mainland," so we rode all over the site of the older Tyre. And I
said to him as we were embarking, " Did you see any remains of ruins
in the miles we have ridden!" "No," was his reply. And then I
asked him, "Did you see the fishermen spreading their nets on the
sand!" "Yes, I did," he said. And then I told him the vision of
Ezekiel. "You see before you," I said, "an instance of the literal
and absolute accuracy of the Word of God, for under the sand lie the
remains of old Tyre, scraped as bare as the top of a rock." I must
close now, though I am tempted to tell you how I became convinced as
to the true site of the crucifixion. In Leviticus i.n you will read that
all the sacrifices were to be killed on the north side of the altar. This
geographical fact was fulfilled when our Lord hung on what is called
" Gordon's Calvary " (of which I personally took a bearing), probably
facing Jerusalem, on the north side of the dome of the rock which was
the site of the altar of burnt offering. I should like to reil-flirm my
belief in the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation, and for
everything else.
.
I am glad to be able to stand on the platform of the Bihle League
and say how valuable the Scriptures have been to me dming an active
life of fifty years at sea. They have been invaluable as I have met
men of many different races: the aborigines in Australia, the Zulus
in South Africa, the Chinese, and others. The living Word and the
written Word cannot be separated, and we must study them intelligently, but we must do it on our knees. Then there is a power in the
written Word which, I find, you cannot explain to others. The Word
seems to open by the Holy Spirit and ,gives you a wonderful vision
into the inner realit.ies. And I know that whatever falls, the Word of
God will stand immovable.-Bible League Quarterly.
THE RECORD GOD HAS GIVEN OF HIS SON.
" He that believeth not God hath made Him a liar; because he believeth
not the record that God gave of Hi.. Son."-1 JOHN v. 10.

we conceive a greater presUJIlption than the creature of a day
giving the lie t.() the great Eternal, the God of truth, one of Whose
divine eternal attributes is Truth. "Because I will publish the
name of the Lord," said Moses, "ascribe ye greatness unto our God.
He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways are ludgment :
27
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a ·God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is' He" (Deut.
Xxxii. 3, 4).
The record that God gave of His Son must, first of all, be that
which concerns His Person, and that record is clear and emphatic,
that He is His only begotten Son (John iii. 16; 1 John iv. 9). God·
has many sons by creation, as the elect angels spoken of in the book
of Job: "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth
. . . when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God
shouted for joy 1" (Job xxxviii. 4, 7); and God has many sons by
adoption and grace, as it is said: "Having predestinated us 'unto
the adoption· of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will" (Eph. i. 5). But He hath but one only
begotten Son, the same in substance with Himself, equal in power and
glory, of the same eternity. Hence His record by Solomon: "Who
hath ascended up into heaven, or descended 1 who bath gathered
the wind in His fists 1 who hath bound the waters in a garment 1
who bath established all the ends of the earth 1 What is His name,
and what is His Son's name, if thou canst tell 1 " (Prov. xxx. 4).
Isaiah will answer,' after ascribing the same mighty creation work to
Him as doth Solomon. "His Name," saith the God of Truth in His
record of it by Isaiah, "shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 'Prince of Peace." (Isa. ix. 6).
God's record of Him with respect to His Person, as His only begotten
Son, is: ". All things were made by Him: and without Him was not
any thing made that was made" (John i. 3). There we have all creation
work attributed to Him, as in it one with the Father. So also by
Paul, God gives forth His record concerning His Divine and eternal
Person, viz., that He, Christ, is a substantial Person of the Godhead,
begotten before all worlds, i.e., eternally begotten. "God, who at
sundry times and in divers manners, spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by
His Son, Whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by Whom also
He made the worlds" (Heb. i. I, 2). And hence the counsel of peace
that wa1l between the Father and the Son (Zech. v. 13), and which
Solomon records in Proverb viii. 23-31, was an eternal, everlasting
purpose, the purpose which He purposed in Himself, founded in the
mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure in the same.
Moreover, tbat in the fulness of time He should, in order to carry
into effect this will of a Triune J ehovah, take into union with His
Divine, eternal Person, the human nature in the body prepared, He
was manifested in the flesh, as the great mystery. of godliness, to
accomplish all the good pleasure of His goodness in the everlasting
salvation of the elect of mankind (see 1 Tim. iii. 16).
What now is the attitude of the Socinian and Unitarian, as it
respects this record, God the Father's record of the personality, the
Divine, eternal nature of His only begotten Son 1 Is it not making
God a·liar?Again, What is the record God bath given concerning the great
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work of Redemption and Salvation? Is it not' all summed up
by David in these words, "He shall redeem Israel from all his
iniquities"? (Psa. cux. 8). And that this plentilous redemption tha6
Israel is to hope in Him for, is confined unto and secured for Israel
alone, is certified by the record God gave of Him when He sent forth
the Angel Gabriel from His presence to certify Mary that the name
of that holy thing which should be born of her should be called the
Son of
. God (Luke i. 35). To call Him anything other, less, or short
of this, would not be truth. Note also the words, "And she shall
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall
save His people from their sins." So then, this record is not, He
shall save devils, nor all mankind universally, but His people, from
their sins. And that record of Him when He took a human birth
agrees with many other records by God the Father, by Himself, and
by the Holy Ghost. ~'He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall
be satisfied" (Isa: liii. 11), for by it He shall fully atone for, and put
away the iniquity of His people in one day (Zech. iii. 9). ~ever can
we forget the light and teaching that came to us in reading a sermon
of Dr. Hawker's under that heading many years ago, when our soul
was struggling to come forth of the meshes of that evil net, and the
mists and obscurity of "Arminian error." Then we saw that the
plenteous redemption spoken of and recorded concerning Israel is
theirs, and theirs only, and not extended to all men universally. Not
yours if you will do this, that, and the other, as accepting offers and
the like; but yours through faith, and that the gift of God, that it
might be by grace to the end the promise might be sure to all the
seed. So God the Father's record is, He .~hall see His seed redeemed,
justified, called, and glorified, and all sanctified and made meet for
the inheritance of the saints in light: God's record of His Son was
given forth in that twice-uttered voice from heaven, "This is My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17); "And
there came a voice out of the cloud saying, This is lily beloved Son:
hear Him" (Luke ix. 35). "Father," said Jesus, "glorify Thy
name. Then came there a voice from heaven saying, "I have both
glorified it" (in Thy Suretyship obedience, with which I am well
pleased), "and will glorify it again" in Thy sufferings and death
and the sweet smelling savour thereof, together with the salvation
that is in it of a great multitude which no man can number. "No
man can come unto Me, except it were given unto him of lily Father.".
"All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh
to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 65, 37). "I pray for them:
I pray not for the world." "It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing." God's record of Him is, "He shall build
My city, and He shall let go My captives, not for price nor reward
saith the Lord of hosts." Hence, as many as were ordained to eterna
life believed under Paul's preaching (Acts xiii. 48).
. The sovereignty of God in salvation's plan is no less the record
of God which He hath given of His Son: "He hath blinded their eyes,
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and hardened their heart; that they should not see With their eyes,
nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal
them. These things said Esaias, when he" saw His glory, and spake
of Him" (John xii. 40, 41). Who would no1; tremble before this
thrice-holy Lord God 1 Evidently not those who to-day rise up
against Psalm Ivii;.
What then is the attitude of t,he Arminian as to this record given
concerning the Son of God, His redemption work, and the salvation
that is placed in it for Israel His glory 1 (John xvii. 22)_ Does he
not by extending it to all men universally make God a liar 1 Yea,
when he quotes 1 Tim. ii. 4, 6, and Heb. ii. 9, without having respect
to the context, does he not make the God of truth a liar 1 Indeed
he does.
Briefly, God the Father, in the great, glorious, and comprehensive
scheme of redemption and salvation, hath constit,uted His own
dear Son the only Mediator between God and men. He has
declared Him to be so, and given Him to all the elect to be unto them
their Prophet, their Priest, and their King, recording it in the volume
of the book that" they shall be all taught of God. He has said that
by one offering He hath perfected them for ever, and that as their
King He hath set Him upon His holy hill of Zioll, and has made Him
to be unto each and all of them Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification and Redemption.
What is the attitude of the Papist in regard to this record 1 What
is his blind and restless opposition, his rage and madness against it 1
What will it avail him 1 How vain the titles of his clergy and their
equally vain and worthless absolution! In and by all their willworship, error, and idolatry they make God a liar.
Bl:rkenhead.
G. A.
THE IMPRECATORY PSALMS.
IN consequence of the recent debate in Convocation respecting the
so-called" expurgation" of the Psalter, and the interest in the question
which it has awakened, we think it well to reproduce here the leading
al'ticle of our issue of February 29, 1912. We still maintain the same
position respecting the matter under review.
" Among the tasks which the would-be revisers of our Prayer Book
have taken upon themselves is the expurgation of the Psalter. They
have received no mandate for this. The Royal Letters of Business do
not authorize it. Churchpeople at large have not requested it, aud
certainly the Word of God nowhere sanctions it. If the suggestion had
been to select some of the Psalms as specially suited for public worship,
then, whether we agreed with it or not, we would not regard it as specially reprehensible. But that is not the proposal. On the contrary,
the plan is to retain the Psalter as a whole, but to eliminate one Psalm
and passages from {)thers, on the ground that they are not in harmony
with present-flay thought. These' improvers ' of our Liturgy practi-
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cally claim that they have the right to sit in judgment upon inspired
teaching, to excise what they deem to be improper or unprofitable, and
thereby to countenance a process which would make the Bible of none
.effect. We repudiate their claim altogether, and deplore the weakness
that would pander to the flabby sentimentalism of an unbelieving age.
For even supposing that they can carry their scheme no further thim
they have at present brought it, they have opened the door to the
perilous principle that man can play fast and loose with the immutable
Word of God.
" But it may be asked, Are nhere not passages in the Psalter which
pray for God's vengeance upon enemies 1-in other words, are there
not imprecatory Psalms, aud what are we to do with them? We are
to understand and explain them, but not no alter and amend them.
The duty of Christian ministers is no expound, not to e>cpunge. For
example, the Prayer Book version is three stages removed from the
Hebrew, and, sweet as the rhythm of its language may be, it fails at
times ~o supply the sense of the original. Such cases call for judicious
exposition. There are places in which the student has to consider carefully whether the verbs are to be treated as optative or indicative, as
e>cpressing a wish or pointing out a fact. Then, again, the Psalms
abound in figurative language that needs to be interpreted to the
Western mind. Poison of serpents stands for cunning and deceitful
speech; to break the teeth of lions signifies the rendering of wicked and
cruel men powerless to hurt; the fall of burning coals means the .incidence of Divine judgments; one caugh~ in the vortex of a whirlpool is
the picture of an evildoer overtaken by the consequences of his deeds;
to be wiped out from the book of life is a synonym for death; and to dip
one's feet in, or to strike them on, the blood of enemies is the symbolic
denotation of triumphant victory. Moreover, expressions occur in the
Psalms which are drawn from other parts of the Bible, and a reference
to their source is a guide to their meaning. For instance, 'Let them.
[or, they shall] go down alive into the pit' is a verbal quotation from
Numbers xvi. 30, and it declares the sure judgment that follows upon
high-handed rebellion against God. There are also words which, whatever the occasion of their utterance, have acquired a deep spiritul\l
meaning whereby in all generations they have spoken to the hearts of
the servants of the Lord. How many a tried believer, beset by fierce
temptations, has cried out, 'Of Thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and
destroy all them that affiict my soul, for I am Thy serva~ '; and then,
having realized the deliverance, has rejoiced in the grace ·that gave it 1
Yet that is one of the passages whic\l the revisers would exclude.
" However, after exposition has done its legitimate work, retribution
still remains. The stern justice tbat demands an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth is found in the Psalms as in other parts of the Bible.
Cruelty and its consequences, treachery and its recompense, scoffing
and its nemesis have their place in inspired teaching as in the great
tragedies of life. Nations meet the doom that they have brought on
other
. nations. Her unnamed rapacities are visited upon Assyria,. tl).E\
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inhuman barbarities of Babylon recoil, upon her own head. The
oppressor is rewarded just as she served the oppressed. We thank God
that ideas and methods are in many respects more humane now than
they were of old; but while human nature is what it is there will ever
be need to remind the people that even the greatest may be called to
account. The weak have always an appeal to the High Court of
Heaven against the injustice of the strong. And in the case of Israel
this retribution had a deeper meaning. Howevel' unworthy, they were
the chosen nation. To them were committed the oracles of God. Of
them as concerning the flesh the Messiah was to come. Were their
destruction possible, it would mean the failure of God's purpose of love
for man. Behind their human foes were arrayed the powers of darkness, and every deliverer who rose up to rescue them from perishing
was in that sense a champion of the truth and a soldier of the Lord.
He was' blessed,' and such he will be called to the end of time. We go
further, and admit that the retribution of which we are speaking is not
only national, it is also individual. The afflicted believer cries out to
God against cruel treachery and wrong. He asks for judgment upon
the pride and wickedness of his adversaries. Yet he does not plead for
himself alone. He is assailed on account of his religion, and his cause
is the cause of the Lord. The honour of Jehovah is involved in his
experiences; and that honour will not be vindicated until he is avenged.
No doubt there is a difference between the spirit of the law and the
spirit of the Gospel. The one is the rigid exactor of justice, while the
other breathes pardon and love. But botb have their place in the
Divine economy, and we should listen to the voice of Law speaking
through its Hebrew representatives and requiring the inexorable
execution of its decrees.
" And this question brings yet another aspect of the Psalms to view.
Some of them take us to the very centre of the conflict with evil. They
<'bid us gaze into the very depths of sorrow's mystery. They place us
in Gethsemane and beneath the Cross of Calvary. The Psalmist passing through his special anguish and wailing out his 'De profundis '
b~comes, by the touch of inspiration, a type of the suffering Christ.
The desertion, the betrayal, the awful loneliness, the pierced hands and
feet, the parted garments, the parching thirst, the broken heart, the
gaping crowds, the scoffing lips, and wickedness exulting over the crucifixion of the Righteous One, are all in those ancient hymns of Israel.
And if we read in them the traitor's fate and the swift retribution that
fell on the guilty actors in that crime of crimes, have not such passages
,a purpose to serve and a lesson to teach 1 Surely they should not be
deleted as unfit for our use. Amid all His wondrous patience and
Divine forgiveness, the Lord Himself foretold the awful judgment of
Jerusalem, and said of the traitor, ' Woe unto that man by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed; it had been good for that man if he had not
been born." The fact that the imprecatory portions of the sixty-ninth
and one hundred and ninth Psalms are quoted in the New Testament
might well have given pause to those would-be expurgators of the
Scriptures of truth.
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" Some, indeed, have objected to the incongruity of choir boys, more
or less frivolous, trilling out to a lively chant these words of fateful
import. But such an objection, if it be entertained, reaches much
further than the passages in question, and cannot be satisfied by their
excision. The Psalms abound in solemn utterances. Should the
ordinary method of reciting them be found unsuitable, then let another
and a better be adopted. But never let us resort to the expedient of
cutting out the inspired warnings of sin's nemesis while' the scoffing
world rings with the rejection of its Saviour and impenitent souls are
speeding on towards eternal doom."
We observe that the secular. newspapers have devoted some of their
space to the subject, and that many forcible expressions. of dissent
from the views of the members of Convocation have appeared in their
columns. As an example we give the following note taken from the
Daily Express recently :" We wonder if the ' bowdlerisers of David ' ever read the following
passage from the Oxford Bible: 'It is important to observe that these
imprecations are not to be regarded as the expressions of vindictive
hatred against mere personal enemies, or as a mere personal thirst for
revenge. They are directed against those who by wicked words or
falsehood 'and acts of injustice and cruelty had made themselves the
enemies of God, and they express a desire for the realization of the
Divine government of the world by the active intervention of Him to
Whom vengeance belongeth.' "-The English Ohurchman,' July 12th,
1917.

THE LORD'S WITNESSES.
" GOD encourageth Paul," we read in the index of chapter xxiii. of the
Acts. It was well known at the throne of God what was passing in
Paul's mind during the night after he stood before the Council. At
the same heavenly place, at this very time, is known what is moving
in the heart of every living soul. All the children have interest there.
Nothing is hid from their God and Father. He knows what they need,
and out of His own love He opens His hand. There-inside His handis the very thing, sweeter still to their happy appropriation if they have
been waiting, pleading, begging, trying with the finger of prayer to
force His hand open. For," like as a father pitieth his children, so
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him."
God encouraged Paul. He must be a witness, as in Jerusalem, so'in
Rome, and to Rome in spite of everything he came and bore witness to
reality and truth before Jews and Gentiles, frien<ls and enemies. He
had been well known by many classes of people-he had preached the
preaching which God gave him during the two years' imprisonment. in
Cresarea, and he had grown in grace and in the knowledge of Christ
Jesus. of His inestimable worth, and the depth of hope that His Name
contains. He was one of the witnesses spoken of by the Holy Spirit
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long before: "Ye are My witnes~es, saith the Lord, and -My servant;
whom I have chosen, that ye may know and believe Me and understand
-that I am He, before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there
be after Me." To be one of God's witnesses is not the flesh-pleasing
task that occupies many at the present day who find it easy work to
" win souls for Christ," and to convert hundreds. The abilitv to understand and believe God does not come at the bidding of huID'an persuasion. And so we find that the preachers who preach the ruin and helplessness of man, lI>nd that there is no Saviour but God, have few to hear
them, but in that very fact they wituess to the truth of the Lord's words,
"Few there be that find" the narrow way. And the few in their
heart's experience bear repeated witness that the Lord He is God. It
is God that has promised to hear them when they call, and they call
until they are enabled to say-" I love the Lord bec/tuse He has heard
my. voice and my supplication." They witness that He is indeed an
exalted Saviour when He comes t;o them with t;he unspeakable mercy
of repentance, ovenaking them with the unsought favour and then
forgiving them._ They witness:' "I was brought low and He helped
me." Many of them silently and passively witness to t;heir fellowbelievers that He is a God of patience, otherwise the hungry, self-condemning soul would give up the long-drawn search for a manifestation
of His love. They witness before. the world by declining its favours,
because in heaven they have a bet.ter and an enduring substance.. How
poveny-stricken t;heir witn~ss often is felt to be! How unlike the
Lord they seem in their own eyes! How often, even while blessing
Him, they feel the tug of nature and flesh and the" wallowing in the
mire"! But their witness is of God-from Him and to Him. The
sin with them is washed away, never reaches the presence of God, but;
the witness is ever wit;h Him. It is His own work. It is His own
engraving on His own monuments of mercy.
FOLLOWER-ON.

• THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 90-94.

By

THE REV.

W.

LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY' DE- LA-ZOUCH.

(Continued from page 378.)

Verse 90. "Thy faithfulness is from age to age.. Thou hast established the earth, and it stands." Here, again, what comfort-t;hat the
truth of God's promises, His fidelity to His engagements, is secured
by the same Dvine perfection as brought t he world at first into
existence, and has ever since preserved it (Alexander). Is not this
faithfulness seen in every age, in supplying His people's wants, giving
them mercies which are new every morning and fresh every evening,
in never leaving them and never forsaking them 1 (See Lam. iii. 23 ;
Psa. Ixxxix. 33; c. 5.)
VERSE 91. "BU Thy constitution the day continueth .. for all are Thy
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servants." That is, the regular succession of time, the vicissitudes of
day and night, are by God's constitution or appointment, for the
whole universe is ready to obey Him. Some think the meaning of the
passage is, Thy judgments are executed by means of the heaven and
the earth, which continue to exist for this purpose. Instances of this
are not wanting in the Word, when fire came down from heaven and
destroyed the cities of the plain, and when the earth opened and
swallowed up Dathan and covered the congregation of Abiram; He
commandeth the sun and it riseth not, and He sealeth up the stars;
He spake the word, and the suu stood still upon Gibeon, and the moon
in the valley of Ajalon; and while the earth remaineth, seed-time and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night shall
not cease.
Verse 92. "Unless Thy law had been my delight, then had I perished
in my affliction." The law here spoken of is the same as that alluded
to in Isa. xlii. 4, meaning the whole doctrine of the Gospel-the doctrine of peace, pardon, righteousness, and eternal life by Christ, which
is indeed the delight of all those who are made sensible of the evil of
sin and its fearful end. It is in times of trouble and affliction that the
sweetness of the Word is oftentimes peculiarly felt. It is uncertain
what peculiar sorrow the Psalmist is here alluding to, but if we view
the words as having reference to the Man of Sorrows, Who drank tIie
cup of penal wrath for His people, even to the dregs, we see, as to His
human nature, what supported Him-it was that law of truth which
declared, "He shall see of the travail of· His soul and be satisfied" ;
and thus, for the joy set before Him, in bringing many sons to glory,
He endured the cross, despising the shame, and has bidden His children
consider Him Who endured such .contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest they be wearied and faint in their minds. It is to be observed
that the word "perish" here has reference to the perishing of His
comforts; His heart would have fainted in Him, and He would have
sunk uuder the weight of His afflictions, had it not been for the relief
He had from the Word of God.
Verse 93. "Never will I farget Thy precepts, for by them Thou hast
quickened me."- Gill says, upon this verse, "Not the precepts of the
moral law, which cannot give life, quicken a dead sinner, nor comfort
a distressed saint; it is the killing letter, and the ministration of condemnation and death; but the doctrines of t,he word of the Gospel,
which are spirit and life, the savour of life unto life, the means of
quickening dead sinners, of reviving drooping saints. of refreshing
their spirits and cheering their souls when in distress, and when they
are made thus useful they are not easily forgotten; they leave impressions which do not soon wear off."
Verse 94. "I am Thine.. save me, for I have sought Thy precept•. "
The salvation here intended is from all troubles aud afflictions, from
enemies temporal and spiritual, from Satan and his principalities and.
powers, from sin and all the wretched consequences of it, from hell,
wrath, and damnation-all which is by Christ. And this is a prayer
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of faith with respect to Him, founded upon his interest and property
in Him; Whose he was by choice, by Covenant, by gift, by purchase,
and by grace; and what a plea ishere, reader!' Thou hast an interest
in me; I am one of Thine; therefore let me not be lost or perish, for
I have sought to understand Thy precepts better, and observe them
more constantly, and which sense of interest and relation and of salvation will influence unto. (Gill.)
(To be continued.)

..

(!!oneaponlJrncr.
BISHOPS AND 'THEIR UTTERANCES.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

My DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-" God bless the Pope, and the Cardinals
of that great Church, and. grant that it may be purified, cleansed, and
fitted for its great task "-such is the expressed mind and desire of the
Bishop of Chelmsford at the Wesleyan Conference as reported (Record,
July 26th). It is an astounding revelation of the lengths to which men
inflamed with Arminian principles suffer themselves to go.
We read of Isaac finishing his blessing of Jacob with these words" Cursed be everyone that cUl'seth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth
thee." We read of Balaam saying: "How shall I curse whom God
hath not cursed 1" And we ask any man how he can bless whom the
Lord hath not blessed; and whom He never will bless 1 But is not
this the very thing the Bishop of Chelmsford has done 1 or assayed to
do 1 He has called upon.the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
to bless that revealed and sworn enemy of His, the man of sin, and
head of the mystery of iniquity, that Wicked, whom the Lord will not
purify nor cleanse-but whom He will consume with the spirit of His
mouth, and destroy with the brightness of His coming (2 Thess. ii 8,
etc.). Not a word here nor in Revelation xvii. and xviii. of that
Mystery, Babylon the Great (yes, great, but not great Church, as the
Bishop terms herl, the Mother of Harlots and abominations of the
earth, receiving blessing from God to be either purified or cleansed;
but thrown down and utterly destroyed. Otherwise what force or
sense in God's" Come out of her, my peo.ple," etc. (Rev. xviii. 4) 1 "Its
great task," says the Bishop. What is that, but to.oppose by her
errors, craft, and idolatry, every distinctive doctrine and practice of
the. everlasting Gospel, or as Manning, the pervert, put it, to subdue,
bend, or break an Imperial Race 1 In which task in these perilous
times the Lord alone knows how many "traitors, heady, and highminded," are helping. Great task, indeed! to strengthen and advance
the Kingdom of the Beast, which is full of darkness.
To break Protestants on the wheel and to pursue them with fire,
faggot, prison, and torture, was her great task in England by her
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Cardinals in Bloody Mary's reign. How can the Bishop shut his eyes
to these things, the witness of history to the truth of God's word, for
ever settled in heaven 1
What God hath recorded concerning Anti·Christ, and the record
God -hath given of His Son, are everlastingly different, contrary, and
distinct-that Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many, not all,
as Arminians hold. Now, bring this record to the Pope's sacrifice of
the Mass, and let the bishop ask himself, how he can ask God to bless
a man who by that Mass hath made God a liar 1
I am, My dear Mr. Houghton,
Yours affectionately in the Truth,
GEORGE ALEXANDER.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-As the months of war go by, the need for faithful
witnessing deepens, and we are pressing forward in the circnlation of
books and magazines amongst our brave men on land and sea. A lady
writes to thank me for sending books and tracts, which are invaluable.
" We are able to make glad use of all sent."
Another lady writes: "The parcel of New Testaments which you
llave so generously sent us arrived safely at Rouen, where the need for
them is very great, as we come in touch with such thousands of our men
there. Thank you very much indeed for them. May God richly bless
their distribution." The work among the girls going to France is progressing, an appeal coming" for any additional copies you may have to
spare for distribution among the girls, as they have been greatly appreciated and are in great demand." I WaS able to send another supply,
and my friend wrote: "Thank you for the two parcels of Testaments
received safely, aud for which I am most grateuL fI con now put up
another notice so that those girls who desire them may have them."
In these last days it behoves us to use all opportunities for spreading
the Gospel, and the two following letters are in reference to my work
for towns. "Thank you very much for the parce1 of books. I shall
endeavour to distribute wisely and prayerfully for His glory and for
our blessing. I have many opportunities to miuister the precious
Word to thousands of precious souls. Pray for me that I may be
strengthened in body as well as in soul to fulfil the work that He has
privileged me to do." "Thank you so much for your splendid and
most acceptable present of Gospels received quite safely. We are
delighted with them. Some of the penny Testaments have been given
to girls, and deeply appreciated and read by them." Hclp for the Book
Mission to Soldiers and Sailors will be much valued at this time of stress
and labour, also for the work among girls and women.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL, August 2nd,1917.
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THE RESERVATION OF SACRAMENT.
THE great war still rages. Its horrors and miseries have been growing
with the lapse of months a.nd years. Thousands upon thousands of
hearts have been bereaved and homes made desolate. In addition to
the sorrow and suffering, economic problems have arisen which claim
the thought and energy of the nation. And yet at this time, when
patriotism calls' for unity of aim and action,. controversies have been
thrust upon us which we cannot neglect or ignore. The erection of
war-shrines, bearing idolatrous emblems, is a matter of the utmost
grayjty and must be resisted with all our power. Unless it can be
checked the land will be defiled with idols and the people will sink
into superstition as degrading as that which polluted the middle ages.
Of this, however, we have already spoken, and we cannot dwell further
upon it here. Another question has of late been raised by the Romanizers in our Church. We refer to the reservation of the consecrated
elements in the Holy Communion for the purposes of worship. Perhaps,
to be more accurate, we should term it the reservation of the wafer, or
Host as it is called, because the wine is not usually reserved except
when" intinction " (i.e., dipping the wafer in the wine) is practised.
We may also say that the worship to which we refer is what is called
"extra liturgical," as distinct from the adoration offered to the
elements during the celebration of the " Mass."
Ever since the rise of Ritualism this quest,ion has formed part of
Ritualistic controversy. In 1885 it came before the Upper Houses
of both Convocations, 'and it was declared by them that" no reservation for any purpose is consistent wi.th the rule of the Church of England." That, .however, was not sufficient to stop t.he illegal practice.
The bishops failed to enforce their own decision, and the Ritualistic
clergy paid no more heed to the decree of the Convocations than to
the verdict of the Ecclesiastical Courts. In 1900 the two Archbishops
held an investigation, at which the whole subject was fully discussed
and the conclusion reached that reservation was absolutely contrary
to the law of our Church. Were the Romanizers impressed by the
findings of the Archbishops 1 Not at all. They pursued their own
course, relying upon the weakness or connivance of the bishops generally. Then the revision of the Prayer Book came upon the sllene.
In connection with it, the Upper House of Canterbury passed a resotion allowing reservation for the communion of the sick but prohibiting
it for any other use. That was two years ago. Still the Ritualistic
clergy took no heed of the expressed wish of their" fathers in God."
They continued to adore the Reserved Sacrament in increasing numbers. An annOlillcement appeared that the bishops of the Southern
Province would re-affirm their resolution at their last session about
two months ago. More than a thonsand "priests" forthwith issued
a memorial over their signatlires to the effect that they would flout
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the resolution and continue to adore the elements they reserved. This
manifest defiance has hrought the memorialists into conflict with
individual bishops, notably those of Oxford and Exeter. But it has
done far more, It has precipitated a crisis in which every loyal Churchman is called upon to defend his inheritance against the designs of
those who are bent on destroying it.
Our readers will have noticed the endeavour made by Convocation,
and by many besides, to draw a strong line of demarcation between
reservation for the sick and reservation for worship. We admit that
this line can be drawn in theory, though we doubt the possibility of
its existence in practice. There is evidence tha.t in the early days of
Church history the elements were occasionally couveyed from the
place of administration to persons unable through sickness or other
causes to attend the services. We believe that custom was origiually
free from superstition, but it was inconsistent with the institution and
apostolic use of the Lord's Supper, and was bound to issue in error
and idolatry later on. We shall briefly touch upon this point again;
our chief concern here is with reservation for worship. The wafer,
after consecration, is enclosed in a" pyx," which is placed in a "tabernacle " or some other prepared receptacle within the church where it
was consecrated. There the people are encouraged to " visit" it, and
say their private prayers before it. And not that alone. It is at
times carried in procession, exposed on the "altar," and used as an
instrument for blessing the people, and on all such occasions it is
treated as an object of adoration. The clergy and congregation
taking part in the ceremony, kneel, prostrate themselves, and adore it.
Hence the services of "Exposition" and" Benediction," which, though
they are of comparatively late date in the Church of Rome itself, have
been taken over into our Church by Rome's slavish imitators.
Now it is to be remembered that the wafer, which is treated as we
have described, is regarded as the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and is
adored accordingly. The Romish theory of transubstantiation is
well known, but the Ritualistic doctrine is practically identical with it.
These systems go far beyond even the literal and essentially impossible
interpretation of our Lord's words, "This is My body which is given
for you." They hold that the wafer has become the whole body,
blood, soul, and divinity of our glorified Saviour, and.that every particle
of it contains a whole and entire Christ. In proof we may quote the
exact words of Dr. Darwell Stone, principal of Pusey House, Oxford.
In his recent work on the" Reserved Sacrament" he maintains that
"by consecration the bread and wine become His (i.e., our Lord's)
body and blood and our Lord Himself, eternal God, very Man glorified,
spiritual, risen ascended, is present in the Sacrament," and for that
reason he holds that the adoration of the Host is the" bounden duty
of a. Christian." On the other hand he admits that" if the consecrated
elements· are only bread and wine after consecration as before, whatever gifts or virtues may be attached to the profitable reception of
them," then the worship of them is idolatary (pp. 97 and 98). Conse-

430

The Gospel Magazine

quently the controverBy iB narrowed down to thiB vital point" which
was the crucial one at the Reformation. The Ritualists are now
ranged on the side of the men who" burnt our father's bones to dust."
We need not speak of having to fight the old battle over again at some
future time, we are in the midst of it now. Just as our brothers are
fighting and dying for right /lnd liberty in the battlefields of France
and Flanders, so must we contend for spiritual truth and freedom
here in the land we love.
But, it might be asked, why should we be called. to this conflict 1
Is not the teaching of our Church clear and plain on the subject ~ .Is
not transubstantiation and all that it implies utterly condemned, and
is not reservation absolutely forbidden by our Prayer Book and
Articles 1 This is so, but thongh the law is clear, its administration
has broken down and its enemies are allowed to defy it with impunity.
Earnest Protestants must try to save the trust which the Bishops
have failed to conserve. For this reason it is well for us to study that
trust carefully. Its terms were well drawn by the faithful men of old.
Fuller treatment will be found in the .Protestant· Dictionary (Articles
on "Transubstantiation" and "Reservation ") and the Tutorial
Prayer Book on the Lord's Supper and the Communion of the Sick;
but here we would touch upon a few salient points. Transubstantiation
is explicitly condemned in Article xxviii., which also denounces reservation and the practices connected with it. One of the rubrics at the
end of the Communion Service ordains that if any of the bread and
wine, whieh was consecrated, remain, "it shall not be earried out of
the church, but the priest and such other of the communicants as he
shall then call unto him, shall, immediately after the Blessing,
reverently eat and drink the same." The purpose of this rubrie is
clear and beyond dispute; it was intended to make reservation, for
any purpose whatsoever, absolutely impossible.. Then the case of the
sick is provided for. The Prayer Book supplies a service,
including consecration, which is to be performed in the sick-room.
Even the very rare instances, when such a service cannot be
held, are not forgotten. The minister can instruct the sick person
that faith is the real feeding, and that "if he do truly repent
of his sins and steadfastly believe that the Saviour died on the
cross for him," he'" doth eat and drink the body and blood of our
Saviour Chri.st profitably to his soul's health, although he do not
receive the Sacrament with his mouth." In keeping with these plain
directions we find that the exhortations and prayers are so worded as
to exclude the notion of any physical change in the elements, and to
emphasize the fact that when the communicant receives them they
are still" creatures (created things) of bread and wine." Moreover,
the" black rubric," as it is called, plainly declares that the" sacramental bread and wine remain still in their very natural aubstaneea.
and therefore may not be adored (for that were idolatry, to be abhorred
of all faithful Christians), and the natural Body and Blood of· our
Saviour Christ are in Heaven and not here; it being against the truth
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of Christ's natural Body to be at one time in more pla.ces than one."
Manifestly the Bishops should require obedience to these ordinances,
and they should themselves observe them, not granting leave for
reservation on any pretext whatever. But they have failed, aud the
defence of the faith has devolved upon others. Seeing that we, as
loyal Church people, must take up the charge and the challenge, it is
right for us to be armed for the conflict by a knowledge of the formularies dealing with it or bearing upon it. Nor should we ever consent
to be drawn aside from our strong position by questions designed
rather to obscure than to elicit the truth.
It is interesting to note that, in the endeavour to save the situation,
some Bishops and others have been thrown back upon arguments
which have long been familiar to Protestant controversialists. They
have dilated upon the consequences of the Ritualistic belief. For
example, the Bishop of Exeter has reminded his rebellious clerics of
the revolting materialism involved in their theory. He says: "If
.my Saviour is in the pyx, am I to think He is also in the body of the
man who has just taken the Holy Communion ~ Am I to kneel as he
passes me ~ If there is a process of deconsecration the moment after
partaking, how can I say that there is not deconsecration when the
Host is in the pyx ~" And again, " I have to explain why the presence
is confined to the church; why, for instance, if I kneel outside nine
inches of brickwork in the public street near where the Holy Sacrament
is reserved I am not in its presence; while, on the other hand, if I
kneel in the church I am in its presence." And yet again, " The poor.
sailor boy adrift on the North Sea is far from the reserved Host, and
he is, therefore, at a disadvantage compared to the rich man who has
his chapel and can at any moment kneel before the Host." Without
following him further in his arguments, we can cordially agree with
the Bishop that" if we once allow materialism to come into our religion
we are spiritually ruined." It is well spoken, for materialism means
idolatry. But there are other consequences also. There are the
blasphemous claims of the" priests," who profess to work the miracle
upon which the worship of the reserved saerament depends. There
is the utterly unwarranted limitation of our Saviour's love and glory.
And there is the lie which would draw the seeking soul down to earthly
localities, instead of. proclaiming his right to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, and to seek the things which. are above, where
Christ Jesus is, seated a.t the right hand of God.-The Editor of
"Work and Witness."
•
======

" Now I saw Christ Jesus was looked upon of God; and should also
be looked upon by us, as that common or public Person, in Whom all
the whole body of His elect are always to be considered and reckoned;
that we fulfilled the law by Him, died by Him, rose from the dead
by Him, got the victory over sin, death, the devil, and hell, by Him;
when He died, we died, and so of His resurrection."-Bunyan's (}race
Abounding.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
A LARGE number of the Society's friends met to commemorate the 46th
.An1)iversary of our Hornsey Rise Home. The grounds were in all
their summer beauty; the day was fine, and.a truly spiritual tone
ch&racterized the proceedings. The financial results exceeded those
of the preceding year; they were devoted to the maintenance and
benevolent funds. Excellent sermons were preached by the Rev.
W. Sinden, of Holloway, and the Rev. F. W. Davis, B.A., of Cheltenham. The ladies held their Sale of Work, as usual. Visitors are
always welcome, and especially at the Saturday evening Prayer
Meetings.
By the passing away of Mr. John Hodges, of Muswell Hill, for 37
years a member of the Board, the Institution has lost a valued helper,
who took a special interest in our Homsey Rise Home, and frequently
led the praise at the public gatherings of the Society. This gracious
and warm-hearted friend will be greatly missed by his colleagues and
the pensioners.
Sales of Work have been kindly organized by local friends at Tunbridge Wells, on September 4th; and Lewes on September 12th, and
Collections arranged for at Oxford, Cheltenham, and other places. Qur
Brighton Anniversary, under the management of Mr. Samuel Combridge, will take place in the North Road Rooms, on Tuesday, October
2nd. Admiral Sir G. F. King-Hall, K.C.B., C.V.O., will preside over the
afternoon meeting at 3.30. The ladies will conduct a Sale of Work
throughout t.he day.
The l10th Annual Report has just been published. It contains
much interesting information of this God-honoured work. A copy will
be sent, post free, to any address, upon the receipt of eight stamps. In
these solemn and difficult days the Committee desire to enlist the
sympathy and support of all who love the Lord's aged poor, for the
Lord's sake, and no less than 1,213 are regularly assisted by the Society,
the pensions being, as far as possible, conveyed personally.
Harington Evans said, when preaching for the Society 78 years ago,
" Is feeling or principle the moving cause of our actions 1 Is it because
my feelings are excited, or is it not the conviction of this truth-Jesus,
Who was rich, for my sake became poor, that I, through His poverty,
might be rich 1 He Who left all and had not where to lay His head,
stretches out His hand. and declares: 'These are My members, these
are My people, these are they for whom I became incarnate, these are
they for whom I bled, these are they for whom I live and plead.'''
" Thou shalt open thine hand wide." How lovely are these words!
They breathe the very air of heaven, for God" giveth to all liberally
and upbraijieth not." .The poor and aged of the Lord's family meet us
in unlooked-for places, and if we can do nothing more we should drop a
soothing word into the ear, or heave a sigh of genuine heartfelt sympathy, and seek to strengthen this ministration.
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