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THE POWER OF THE WORD.

"

Th~

holy Scriptures, which are able to make the3 wis3 unto
sall'ation."-2 TIMOTHY iii. 15.

T"tlE Holy Scriptures contain all things necessary to salvation.
They tell us of our sinfulness. They reveal to us our moral depravity
and corruption. They show that all men without exception have
sinned and come short of the glory of GOD. "There is none
righteous, no, not one." "We are all as an unclean thing, and
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." Moreover, we are dead
in sin, alienated from the life of GOD. We have no power to save
ourselves. Our spiritual inability is clearly set fo;rth by the LORD
JESUS when He says, "No man can come to Me, except the FATHER,
Which hath sent Me, draw him." There must be Divine action
ere we, who are dead in sin, can come to Him Who alone can save
us. And were it not that GOD in His infinite grace had chosen
some in CHRIST before the foundation of the world, our whole race
would have perished. Sin would have excluded them from heaven.
Our LORD, therefore, goes on to say, "It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of GOD. Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the FATHER, cometh unto Me"
(John vi. 44,45). The voice of GOD must speak to our souls, and
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we must be taught by Him ere we shall draw near to CHRIST and
say,"Foul, I to the Fountain fly ;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."
How was it that Peter acknowledged that JESUS was the CHRIST
the SON of the living GOD? The LORD JESUS said, "Flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My FATHER, Which is in
heaven" (Matt. xvi. 16, 17). How was it that Paul owned JESUS
as the MESSIAH? . Let him give the answer himself in words
inspired by the SPIRIT: "When it pleased GOD, Who separated
me from my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal
His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen"
(Gal. i. 15, 16). How is it that any of us receive CHRIST and believe
on His name? The inspired answer is that we are " born not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
GOD" (John i. 12, ]3). The new birth is a Divine, a sovereign
act, wrought not according to the free will of man, but according
to the good pleasure of the Divine will, and to the praise of the
glory of Ris grace. The title of the tenth Article of the 'Church
of England is, "Of Free Will," and the Article declares as follows:
"The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such, that pe
cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural strength and
good works, to faith, and calling upon GOD: wherefore we have
no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to GOD without
the grace of GOD by CHRIST preventing us, that we may have a
good will, and working with us, when we have that good wilL"
The Scriptures..however, not only reveal man's sin and his utter
inability to save himself, biit they also reveal the rich provision
which GOD has made for the salvation of His people. They tell
not only of ruin by the Fall, but of redemption by the blood of
CHRIST and of regeneration by the HOLY GHOST. When the
awakened sinner cries out from the depths of his soul, "What
must I do to be saved? " they alone supply the answer. They
say to him, "Believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and thou shalt
be saved." To Him, the LORD JESUS CHRIST, all the inspired
writers bear witness, " that through His name, whosoever believeth
in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). The Scriptures, otherwise called the Word of GOD, are thus the only source
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of knowledge as to the way of salvation. They alone reveal the
enormity of man's sin, and they alone tell of the immensity of
that grace by which he 'may be saved. On the one hand they
speak of abounding sin. On the other they tell the good news
of superabounding grace. Through the message contained in the
Word, the SPIRIT-awakened and SPIRIT-taught sinner becomes
wise unto salvation through faith which is in CHRIST JESUS. The
Word is used by the SPIRIT to bring about his regeneration and
salvation. He is "born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of GOD, which liveth and abideth for ever.
. . . And this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto
you" (I Pet. i. 23, 25). It thus becomes evident how important
it is to preach the Word. This is what the Apostles did. They
gave themselves" to prayer and to the ministry of the Word"
(Acts vi. 4). The saints who were scattered from Jerusalem" went
everywhere preaching the Word." This is what Paul did., Writing
to the Thessalonians, he said, "For this cause also thank we GOD
without ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of GOD,
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but
as it is in truth, the Word of GOD, which effectually worketh also
in you that believe" (1 Thess, ii. 13), The Word of GOD, or the
Gospel message, is the power of GOD unto salvation to everyone
that believeth. Hard hearts are often broken by means of the
hammer of GOD'S Word. The LORD says, "Is not My Word like
as a fire 1 saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the
rock in pieces 1" (Jer. xxiii. 29). Even in natural things the
power of His word is seen. "He sendeth forth His commandment,
upon earth: His word runneth 'Jery swiftly. He giveth snow like
wool: He scattereth the hoar frost like ashes. He casteth forth
His ice like morsels: who can stand before His cold'1 He sendeth
out His word, and rrtelteth them; He causeth His wind to blow, and
the w1j.ters flow" (Psa. cxlvii. 15-18). The Word of GOD is indeed
quick and powerful.
.
The power of the Word when applied by the SPIRIT is seen in
apostolic times. " The Word of GOD increased; and the number
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly." The Apostle
Paul's ministry in the province of Asia was such that "all they
which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the LORD JESUS." After
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stating that many who believed, in Ephesus, acknowledged the
evils of their past lives and brought their books and burned them
before all men, the inspired historian adds, " So mightily grew the
Word of GOD and prevailed" (Acts vi. 7; xix. 10,20). The influence
of the word of the Gospel grew and increased upon the hearts of
mim, and its power over them prevailed. So at Thessalonica the
Apo~tle says, "Our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but
also in power, and in the HOLY GHOST, and in much assurance.
. . . And ye became followers of us, and of the LORD, having
received the Word in much affliction, with joy of the HOLY GHOST"
(1 Thess. i. 5, 6). All the wonderful blessing which attended the
ministry of the Apostles was due to the preaching of the Word
accompa,nied by the power of the HOLY GHOST. Their preaching
" was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the SPIRIT and of power." It pleased GOD by the foolishness
of preaching the Word to save them that believe (1 Cor. i. 21;
ii. 4).
It was through the Word of GOD ithat such a mighty change.
came over large numbers in our own country and on the Continent
at the time of the Reformation. Wycliffe," the morning star of
the Reformation," gave his countrymen the Word in their own
tongue, because he believed in its power. Ty:udale, in the sixteenth
century, did the same a,nd for the same reason. It was the Word
which was the means of enlightening the Reformers and their
followers.. The tra,nslation and circulation of the Scriptures was
powerful to disperse popish darkness, to overthrow idolatry and
superstition, and to bring men and women into spiritual light
and liberty.
It was because the Evangelical leaders of the eighteenth
century preached the pure Word of GOD that multitudes were
turned from -darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
•
unto GOD. The great ·Evangelical Revival was brought about
through the faithful, earnest preaching of the Gospel in dependence
on the quickening and sanctifying power of the HOLY GHOST.
We.need to have more faith in the power of the HOLY GHOST and
the power of the Word. The twentieth century needs the same
message as the first century. After the war, as well as before the
war, the business of all faithful ministers is to preach the Word.
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No new gospel is revealed, nor is it needed. The old Gospel is
still the power of GOD unto salvation. The old sword of the SPIRIT,
which is the Word of GOD, is still sharp to convict and to convert
and to sanctify. No other weapon, therefore, must be used. We
lately received from a Christian friend, one who is deeply interested
in this MAGAZINE, a booklet recording a remarkable illustration of
the power of the Word of GOD. It is stated to be a true record,
and we here summarize the facts for the encouragement of our
readers and for the glo'ry of our Covenant GOD. A young man
who had been educated at an English University was wandering
in the bush in Australia, having lost his way. Seeing a light, he
made for it, and found himself at a large farm and asked permi8sion
to pass the night there under cover. He was allowed to go into
the barn. He was totally ignorant of GOD'S grace, and a man of
the world. Another man was lying in the barn coughing violently.
The young man sat down near him and asked if he could assist
him. He discovered that the sick man was an Englishman who
had attended the same University as himself, but having in early
life disgraced his family he had been sent out to the colonies and
had led a dissolute life for five and twenty years. Now he felt
he was about to die and asked the young man if he knew anything
about the hereafter, as he was anxious to know what was going to
become of him. The young man answered that he supposed the
Bible was the book he needed. " Oh," said he, "the Bible! why,
my mother put one in my box when I left home; I have never
opened it yet; will you go and get it out and bring it here ~ "
The Bible was obtained from the box in another shed. "Now," he
said, "where are we to turn ~" They both confessed they did
not know. "Clap it together," said the sick man, "and see where
it opens." The other did so, and it opened at Isa. liii. Then he
began to read: "He is despised and rejected of men; a Man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief," and the dying man asked,
"Who is the He ~" The young man hazarded the reply, "JESUS
CHRIST." We give the remainder of 'the narrative in its entirety:" , Ah,' he said, 'go on,' and I read slowly on until I came to
the words, ' All '\Ve like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned
everyone to his own way.'
" , Stop,' he said, 'that's me, that's me, that's just what I have
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done all my life,' and after a little while he said, 'Go on.' 'And
the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.' 'Ah,' he said,
, Jesus Christ,' and then a, minute or so after, 'Read it again.'
, All we like sheep' have gone astray; we have turned everyone
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of
us all.'
"He lay back on the straw, and I quietly read on, and turning over
the pages found some passages about JESUS CHRIST in the gospels,
After some time ~e asked me to leave him, which I did, and I was
soon fast asleep.
"In the morning the beams of the sun were making their way
through the boards of the barn when I awoke, and going over to
the place where my poor friend lay, I was struck by the change in
him. His face seemed to have caught some of the sunbeams, he
looked so happy and peaceful, no cough, but quite at rest.
"I did not understand what had happened, but he said to me,
• The LORD hath laid on Him the iuiquity of us all-Jesus Christ
is my SAVIOUR.' He told me that in the night the LORD had come
to him and showed him His hands and side, and now all was joy
and peace. I listened, but thought he must be light-headed, but
it was because I saw no beauty in the ONE he was so occupied with
now; the day or two that he lingered he could not hear enough or
talk enough of ' Him.'
" Shortly before he died, for he passed away while I tarried at
the farm, he said to me, ' I have a request to make of yOll. I want
you to write in the fiy-leaf of this Bible an account of your meeting
with me here and reading to me Isaiah Jiii. 6, and of the" Him, "
it speaks about, Jesus Christ. And how the LORD came to me in
the uight, and how I die believing on Him as my SAVIOUR. I
want, if I can, to put my name to it, and I want you to put yours,
'and then pack it up and send it to my father in London,' and
he gave me his address.
"I did as he.requested, and soon in the rush of a godless life
forgot the incident. Many years after I was returning to London
on furlough, through GOD'S grace a converted man, and musing
over my life in Australia, I thought on this occasion and wondered
whether the Bible ever reached the old father, and determined to
call on him.
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" Shortly after my arrivall made my way one evening to - Square, and was shown in to' a very old man sitting in. his
library alone, and making myself known to him, inquired if he
ever received the Bible.
" 'Indeed I did,' he said, and tottering to his feet, went over
to his desk and unlocked a drawer and produced the book, and
sat down again. ' Well I remember receiving it,' he said: 'I was
then a careless man of the world, without GOD and without hope;
but in infinite mercy, on reading what you and my poor son pointed
me to in Isaiah liii. 6, my eyes were opened to my sinful condition,
and soon after to Him, Jesus Christ, my SAVIOUR, and from that
time to this I have not ceased to praise Him.'"
Truly, the Holy Scriptures are able to make wise unto salvation.
The Bible, put into this poor man's box by his mother when he
left home twenty-five years before, lay unopened and apparently
useless. In the providence of GOD, however, when the set time
had come, it was destined to be the means of conveying to that
man the message which would be the 'power of GO]) unto his soul's
eternal salvation. Then, being sent from Australia to London, it
was again used of GOD to save the poor man's father. May we,
writer and readers alike, be more faithful in circulating and in
making known th!l pure, unadulterated word of the living GOD!
"Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Bc Thou for ever near:
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,
And view my Saviour there! "

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, N orlolk.

THE EDITOR.

firm conviction is that true believers should repudiate with
all their power those Higher Critical speculations which bring dishonour upon the Word of God. They should resist to the last all
so-called' scientific reconstruction of the faith,' no matter what isolation their resistance might involve. They should be clear about this
one thing, that the Bible, Divine, supreme, inerrant, is the only basis
of spiritual and practical union, the only effectual bond of hearts
and lives in Christ. We care not for any profession of unity ivhich
does not rest upon its absolute truth and is not cemented by its unique
authority."-The English Ohurchman.
" OUR
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THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S NAME.

,

" And they that knoUJ Thy name will put their trust in Thee; for
Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee."-PsA. ix. 10.

WE have here a description of God's people. They know His NaI)le.
We have a characteristic of God's people. They put their trust in
Him. We have also the testimony of God's people. They are
able to say, "Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee."
First, let us think of the Psalmist's description of God's people.
He speaks of them as those who know His Name. That is, they
know the Lord Himself. They are acquainted with Rim. They
have an intimate knowledge of Him. They know something of
His Person, of His character, of His attributes. This knowledge
of God differentiates them from the world. There are but two
classes of persons-those who know the Lord, and those who know
Him not. . Our Lord says, "0 righteous Father, the world hath
not known Thee: but I have known Thee, and these have known
that Thou hast sent Me" (John xvii. 25). The world knows not
the Father, the Son, nor the Holy Ghost (John xvi. 3; xiv. 17).
Christ was in the world, and the world was made by Him; but the
world knew Him not (John i. 10). Nor does the world know God's
people. Though.the Father hath called them the sons of God, the
world knoweth them not, "because it knew Him not "(1 Johniii.l).
Men of the world have much scientific, philosophic, and mathemati·
cal knowledge, but they have not the knowledge of God. They
are destitute of that wisdom which maketh wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. How significant and how
solemn are the words, "The world by wisdom knew not God"
(1 Cor. i. 21). How solemn also is the inspired announcement that
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven" taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ." " When He shall come to be glorified in His
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe," those who
know not God shall be "punished with everlasting destruction
froJ'P. the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power"
(2 Thess. i. 7-10)..
There are a people, however, who do know their God.
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1. They know Him because they have been introduced to Him.

Through Christ they have had access by one spirit unto the
Father. They have approached Him. They have been made
nigh to Him by the blood of Christ. The knowledge of their sinfulness has been brought home to them by the convicting operations
of the Spirit. Conscious of the plague of their own hearts, and
apprehensive of the just penalty of their sins, they have cried out
for deliverance. They have longed for the pardoning mercy of a
holy and righteous God. The Spirit hath testified of Christ to
their souls, and Christ hath taken them.by the hand, and under His
guidance they have drawn near to the Father. Christ hath revealed
Him to them as a God ready to pardon, as a God that delighteth
in mercy, as a God Who is faithful and just in forgiving the sins of
all who trust in the blood and righteousness of His dear Son. The
Son has introduced them as those whom the Father gave Him, as
those whose names are inscribed in the book of life, as those instead
of whom He laid down His life.' The Father welcomed them, embraced them to His heart, assured them of a free and eternal pardon,
put away the rags of their own righteousness and clothed them
with the garments of salvation, and covered them with the robe.
of righteousness. It is no longer necessary therefore to say unto
them, "know the Lord." They do know Him now, from the least
of them to the greatest, and the Lord has been merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will He remember no more (Heb. viii. 11, 12). This blessed knowledge of God is
due to Divine revelation. "No man knoweth the Son, but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27). This is New
Testament theology. There must be Divine revelation and. Divine
illumination ere we can know God or know His Son Jesus Christ.
All who know the Lord can say, "We know that the Son of God
is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him
that io true, and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life" (1 John v. 20).
The knowledge of the Lord doth not come of our own free will. It
is a revelation from heaven. If we know Christ, we know the
Father. But the Father must reveal Christ to us ere we can know
Him. Peter's knowledge of the person of Jesus was due to the
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Father. "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
My Father Which is in heaven" (Matt. xvi.. 17). To the natural
man these things are foolishness, "neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned." "We have received,. not
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God" (1 Cor.
ii.12, H). It is a blessed thing to know the Lord. All who know
Him are quickened, regenerated, born again. That is all involved
in their introduction to the Father by the Son, and through the
Spirit. Dead souls are not introduced to God. "This is life
eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, Whom Thou hast sent." Life eternal, imparted by the
Son, consists in the quickening of the dead in sin, and in their being
brought to the knowledge of the Father and to the blessed experience of His pardoning, justifying, and adopting gl'llce.
2. They know Him because they have frequent contact with Him.
Once introduced, they pay daily visits to their reconciled God
and Father. He is always ready to receive them. They have
boldness to enter the holiest by the blood' of Jesus. They may
draw near with· faith, and they do draw near. They become
regular" comers unto God," and thus, by constant contact, they
get to know more and more of tbe Lord. They follow on to know
Him. They become acquainted more and more with His grace,
His mercy, His love, His power, His faithfulness, His righteousness,
His majesty, His holiness.
3. They know Him from personal study of His revealed WQj·d.
God is partially revealed in the book of nature. His eternal
power and godhead are clearly seen and understood by the things
that are made (Rom. i. 19, 20). The heavens above, the earth
beneath, the sea and all that in them is, impart to us some knowledge of God. The believer, as he beholds the starry heavens, the
beautiful landscape, the eternal hills, and the mighty ocean; as he
listens to the singing of the thrush, the blackbird, and the lark, and
as hewalks in the light of the sun, is impressed with the power, the
goodness, and the mercy of God. But His knowledge .of God is
greatly increased as he studies the revelation which God has given
of Himself in His Word. Therein is revealed a Trinity of Persons
in the Godhead. Therein the believer sees the revelation of the
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·Father's eternal love for His people, the Son's redeeming grace and
the Spirit's regenerating and sanctifying power. Therein he sees
Christ in type, in prophecy, in promise, and fulfilment. Therein
He sees God's dealings with His people in creation, providence, and
grace. Therein he learns to know God as a Covenant God. He
has unfolded to him the arrangements of the Covenant of grace. He
learns of God's secret and eternal purpose to redeem, to regenerat.e,
to adopt, to sanctify, to keep, to bless, and to glorify His people.
The more he studies the inspired Word the more does he get· to
know the Lord. " The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
Him; and He will show them His Covenant" (Psa. xxv. 14).
Those who know the Lord study and listen to His Word, and their
knowledge of Him is increased. The Apostle John says, "He
that knoweth God heareth us" (1 John iv. 6). He hears the
inspired and written teachings of the apostles.
4. They know Him through walking with Him.
Enoch must have known much of God, for he walked with God
three hundred years. The more we walk in fellowship with God
and in humble obedience to His will, the more our knowledge of
Him will increase. "If any man will do His will, he shall know of
the doctrine, whether it be of God" (John vii 17). A holy walk
proves that we know God, and leads to further knowledge. " Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.
He that saith, J know Him, and keepeth not His commandments,
is a liar, and the truth is not in Him" (1 John ii. 3, 4). This is
strong language, but it is true. "Beloved, let us love one another:
for love is of God; and everyone .that loveth is born.. of God, and
knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love" (1 John iv. 7, 8).
5. They know Him through conversation with others.
They that fear the Lord speak often one to another about Him.
They think upon His Name. They tell one another what God has
done for their bodies and souls. They talk of His wonderful
answers to their prayers. They tell of His marvellous interpositions on their behalf. They talk of His grace, His mercy, and His
power experienced in their lives. One says, "I was in the horrible
pit, but He brought me out." Another says, " I was brought low,
and He helped me." Another says, "Now I know of a surety,
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that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of
the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the
Jews." Another says, "I being in the way, the Lord led me."
Another says, "The Lord stood with me and strengthened me."
Another says, "I was in financial straits, and I and my wife cried
unto the Lord for help. We rose from our knees, and the click of
the letter box was at that moment heard. The letter was opened,
and it contained an anonymous gift of five pounds." As the saints
of God thus talk about the Lord's dealings with them, they feel
that their knowledge of His character is increased. It is a good
thing to think upon His Name and to talk of all His wondrous
works. "Make known His deeds among the people.' Sing unto
Him, sing psalms unto Him: talk ye of all His wondrous works"
(Psa. cv. 1, 2).
Secondly, let us briefly think of one of the characteristics of God's
people.
They put their trust in Him. "They that know Thy name will
put their trust in Thee." In the case of men it sometimes happens
that the more we know them the less we can trust in them.. Knowledge often discovers human defects and failings. The more, however, we know the Lord, the more do we discover His excellency,
and consequently the more are we able to rely upon and to trust
in Him. They that know His name trust increasingly in the
redeeming work of His Son, and in tile sanctifying power of His
Spirit. They trust in the attributes of the Triune Jehovah. They
trust in His mercy. With the Psalmist they are ready to say, "I
trust in the .mercy of God for ever and ever" (Psa. lii. 8). They
trust in His power. They believe that with Him all things are
possible. -They stagger not therefore at His promises. They
believe· that what He hath promised He is able to perform. They
trust in His wisdom. They realize that "His understanding is
infinite," His wisdom is unfathomable. There is no perplexity
therefore which He cannot solve. They trust in His love. They
know something of its height, its depth, its length, and its breadth,
and they rejoice in its perpetuity. They trust in His faithfulness.
They know that He is the faithful God Who keepeth Covenant and
mercy. He 'abideth faithful. They can therefore fully rely upon
Him. The world trusts in princes, in men, in chariots, and in
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horses, but they trust in the living God Who giveth us richly all
things to enjoy. 0 ye people of God, trust more in Him. " Ye
that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: He is their help and their
shield." "Blessed is the man that trusteth in Him" (Psa. cxv.
11; xxxiv. 8).
Lastly, Id us think of the testimony of those who know the Lord.
Their testimony is, "Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that
seek Thee." The Psalmist knew this to be true from his own
experience. Looking back upon the past, the Psalmist could bear
this testimony concerning the Lord's unfailing goodriess. Both
with regard to himself and to others of God's people he could say
that the Lord had not forsaken His seeking people. In another
psalm he says, "I have been young, and now am old; yet have I
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging their bread"
(Psa. xxxvii. 25). Some one may say these experiences relate to
the past. Is there apy text which assures us of the same mercy in
regard to the present·~ Yes, indeed, there is. ~isten to these
words in the present tense. "The Lord loveth judgment, and
forsaketh not His saints; they are preserved for ever" (Psa. xxxvii.
28). The Lord is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. In
regard to present needs He forsaketh not His people. And what
about the future ~ Well, that is also provided for. The Lord has
seen to it that whether His people look back on the past, or look
around at the present, or look forward to the future, they can still
bear the sa,me testimony. He hath said in reference to the futurenote the words-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." That
covers all the future days of your earthly pilgrimage.
Oh, the comfort of His promises! Well, dearreader, it is a blessed
thing to know His name. Dost thou know it ~ It is a blessed
thing to trust in Him.. Art thou trusting in Him'~ It is a blessed
thing to know from' experience that the Lord never forsakes His
people. Was the Psalmist the only one who had this e'Kperimental
. knowledge ~ Surely not. We who write, and all the family of
God who read these lines, can say, " Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken,
Thou, Lord, dost not forsake, and Thou, Lord, wilt never forsake
them that seek Thee."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
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WELLSPRINGS.
.

" And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient
waiting tor Christ. "-2 THESSALONIANS iii. 5.

BELOVED! to write of patience is at once to declare Him Who was and
is Patience, perfect and complete. We would." consider Him," the
Apostle and great High Priest of our profession. He was Patience
entire and perfect.' He delighted to do His Father's will. He suffered
Buch contradiction of sinners against Himself. He endured all the toil
and hardships of this world into which He came as man. When He
was reviled, He reviled not again; as a lamb He was led, patient under
all the poor companionship of His slow-hearted, forgetful disciples;
patient with the sinful, ignorant questions put to Him; patient to
teach them again and again the same lesson; patient when they forgot
His sayings, and did not understand His meaning; patient as the
multitudes thronged Him; patient as they brought the sick and
diseased for healing; patient as the Pharisees and scribes and priests
sought to catch Him in His words; patient under all the malice of the
enemy; patient with His false accusers; patient in enduring the cross
and despising the shame; patient unto the cross and enduring the hell
of His people-suffering all the host of satanic force against Himself;
patient with His tormentors, praying for His enemies, forbearing with
the people whom He was dying to redeem. And now, on Heaven's
high throne He is exercising the same heart of patience toward His
•simple, silly, sinful, crooked people. Oh, the wondrous patience of
the Divine Man! It humbles us as we write to think of what He is
toward UB who are what we are towards Him! We are so full of
murmuring and rebellion; so unthankful and heedless of countless
tender mercies we receive by the wilderness way. We are always
ready to complain of our miseries, as we call them, and so slow to
repeat His praise for our mercies! Let us look into this subject a little,
and may the Lord deal with our hearts, and speak to our enlightened
minds, and teach us what He would have us to be. For consider,
fellow-believers, 'ours is not only the gnilt of rebels, but the ingratitude
of children, and that should make us mourn and sorrow that too often
we forget Him, too ready are we to complain and murmur, and too impatient are we under crook and cross. Let us remember Jesus, and
seek more and more grace to be conformed to His image and more
like what He would have us to be as followers of Him, the meek and
lowly Jesus.
,
The word patience is derived from patior, I suffer. So that patience
is endurance with suffering ofttimes. Dear J oBeph Irons was wont
to say, "My faith hath got it; my feelings have not." Patience
is a remaining under and a bearing up under. Hence enduranceenduring to God's end of t;he trial, and seeing the fruits of peace in the
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"afterward." That is what trial is sent us for. "And not only so,"
says the Apostle, "but we glory in tribulations also; knowing that
tribulation worketh patience." It did its work with Paul, and the
thorn was not removed, but grace sufficient accompanied t)l.e trial, and
enabled the Lord's dear servant, after a time, to glory" most gladly"
in his infirmities, if thereby the power of Christ might rest upon him.
Patience in the Apostle served the Lord's purpose unknown as to
the wherefore in His dear servant, and it brought all the glory to Him
Who designed thus to work. Patience had her perfect work-and
when the Lord lays to His Hand, afflicts, chastens, and lays low, it is
eminently seen how perfect His way and work have been in the end.
Thus the Apostle could say, " as ministers of God in much patience, in
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in
tumults, in watchings, in fastings," etc. (2 Cor. vi. 4, etc.). Such a
category of sufferings, and yet such rejoicing in, though not at, the
tribulations, because of the power of Christ,. which bore him above
them all.
And what holy jealousy had the same Apostle over his brethren at
Colosse, as he prayed that they might be "strengthened with all
might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness" (Col. i. 11).
With what joy could he write to his Thessalonian converts, " remembering without ceasing your work of faith and labour of love and
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. i. 3), "so that
we ourselves glory in you in the Churches of God for your patience
and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure" .
(2 Thess. i. 4).
How, as a father, too, did he enjoin his son Timothy in the faith in
1 Tim. vi. 11, to "follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness," and to "fight the good fight of faith and lay hold
on eternal life."
Then there is the thought that not only are God's children called to
be patient under affliction, persecution, and trial, but they are called
to exercise patience toward their enemies, who wrong them. This was
so richly set forth in our great Example. Who among us but must
needs sorrow when a hasty spirit, an unholy retort, or angry reply,
overtakes and ensnares us! How overcome we are when we seek to
answer defensively! It is lost ground! For we do but stir up strife,
and fail to convince our adversary, and, worst of all, we thereby grieve
the Holy Spirit of God, and lose the sense of His Presence for a time.
And, oh, is that not a sorrow unbearable when we feel His tender
influences withdrawn:, and are called to walk under a cloud!
Oh ! to be quiet under provocations, and to remit our case to Him
Who judges righteously for His tempest-tossed people. Leave it all to
Him, fellow-believer. te will put all wrong laid to your charge to His
account. Ah! Satan li le knows how he is advancing God's Kingdom,
and bringing glory to ing Jesus, as he seeks to slay and persecute
a poor, defenceless child of God. Look up to thine Advocate, thine
26
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Aaron, thine elder Brother. He will speak for thee. He will answer
all the charges laid against thee. He will vindicate yonr cause, and
put to confusion your enemy. Ask for the grace of patience, and
travel on in His Kingdom, where patience is a bright and heavenly
blossom and fruit. Patience is a needful grace under delayed answers
or crossed purposes-" If we hope for that we see not, then do we with
patience wait for it."
Sometimes the vision tarries long, and the heart grows weary and
forebodes denial. But that is only onr fear. What God has promised,
He will assnredly perform. What in hope He has given us to Jie down
upon, He will never give us to see miscarried or nnfnlfilled. "The
grace I have been praying for of late," wrote Lady Powersconrt, " has
been patience, for I tlllnk it is a grace mucu wanting in tbe Cbnrch, for
its want can be as much from indifference as from too ardent a longing
for tbe appearance of Christ-patience expressing repressed longing.
It seems to me a grace made up of two-bope and experience-realizing
hope repressed by experience of wilderness love. It was worth parting
with 'all, for truly it marks how unworthy present suffering is to be
compared with future glory; when even it is light compared to tbe
heaven it yields here. It is comparatively easy to believe, that it is
worth parting with all to have the soul translated from darkness into
light; but faith often fails in making us feel that it is worth while
parting with all for tbe loosing of bands with which, like Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, we are too often, though children, yet bound.
And why is this 1 Because of the selfishness of our religion. It consists in high ideas of our own safety, instead of God's glory; and never
can we run in the ways of His commandments until onr hearts have
been set at liberty. What a promise we are given with wlllch to face
the world: 'all tlllngs shall work together {or onr good '-a promise
not to be trampJed under foot. Many things in themselves would be
evil, but I tlllnk His watchfnlness is seen in so making His providences to meet, as to burst in blessings on our head, and like His other
works, one means works many ends; one providence does not bring
one blessing, but a string-tribulation, patience; patience, experience;
experience, hope, etc. Yes, and so exactly does it fit the case of the
believer, tuat one trial shall as much suit the particular need of all
concerned, as if sent alone for each. Oh! tbe Christian is a wonderful
creature--impossible to sink him! The deeperJ he is plunged, the
higher he rises !
"Do pray for me, that I may be given the. grace of patience. How
often the Apostle Paul makes mention of this grace! In praying for
the Chnrch, it was that they should be directed' into the love of God
and the patient waiting for CIll'ist.' In giving thanks, it was for their
, patience of hope,' as well as ' work of faith and labonr of love,' while
he speaks of it as the fruit of their being strengthened with all might
by His Spirit. If the furnace of affliction so made the first believers
need exhortation to patience, how much more should the Church now
need it. It strikes me, it is often before sending tribulation that a
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spirit of search into prophecy is poured out, that the Church may not
only be found on the tip·toe of expectation, when the Arm of the Lord
shall be stretched out, as if no strange thing had happened to her, but
also in the attitude of hope; it being, when we hope for that we see
not, we can most patiently wait, and in this the mercy of the Lord, I
think, is often manifested ·to individuals, as well as to the Body, His
Church. Before sending a trial He makes the need of it to be so felt,
that the believer even desires what at the time is most grievous and
dreaded, so much is desire of conformity to the Lord and His inward
presence above every other desire. Let us not then forget to take for
our helmet the hope of salvation. We need it; though children of
light, to be driven to the light; so heavily do we go to reach ~ternal
joys, so continually are we manifesting our molish natures, preferring
to grub into our own hearts, and hide ourselves in the dark, instead of
running in His steps Who was also sustained in His race by patient
hope' for the joy set before Him.' "
Now let us remember that the subjects of the kingdom of Christ
are called upon to exercise the grace of patience, and to look up to
the God of patience, unto Whose Kingdom they are called. "In the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ." This grace may be severely
tested, tried, and proved in a variety of ways. God's people need
submission to the will of their Heavenly Father under trial; endurance
under suffering, and a quiet waiting. But in their patience they possess
their souls, and through faith and patience they inherit the promises.
How this grace has shone out in many an invalid; in many a prisoner
of Jesus Christ, where patience given and claimed by its Divine Author
has had its perfect work, and the suffering saint has been given to rest
upon the sweet will of his or her God Who is incapable of making any
mistake. Our God works in each one of the subjects of His Kingdom,
sovereignly, wisely, and well, and to His own end, when He is satisfied
and His much·tried servant is satisfied. They are thus introduced
into the patience of Christ.
An aged saint-now in glory-related t<> her beloved daughter a
reminiscence of her youthful days. She remembered how in the
village where she dwelt, in visiting the rottagers around her father's
home, she knew of one humble abode where two godly sisters dwelt.
One day the elder was busied about the -little duties which fell to
her lot, whilst the other sister sat in her chair, and was overheard
repeating that lovely hymn of Fawcett's,"Thus far my God has led me on,
And made His truth and mercy known;
My hopes and fears alternate rise,

And comforts mingle with my sighs."
She continued ,in a meditative tone to repeat each following verse
which speaks of the wilderness roaming; the "temptations" which
" everywhere annoy"; of the sins and snares which destroy peace;
of the" oft absent God" she mourned; of the wonderment, " Is thil>,
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dear Lord, the thorny road," that was to lead His weary saints" to
the' mount of God" 1
" Are these the toils Thy people know
While in the wilderness below? "
I
" 'Tis even so," and the voice ceased. The pause made the sister
look round, yea, hasten to her sister's side, to see her head drop on one
side, and to realize the emancipated spirit had winged itself Home to
Jesus, the Friend of all her wilderness journey-her All in all. .
She had kept the word of I):is patience, and He had spoken, "I
know thy works and labour and patience." "The patience and the
faith of. the saints" had been worked in this humble·hearted, hidden
one, and He, according to His word of faithful promise, had also kept
her, and now had gathered her to His Bosom. A sweet falling on sleep
this, beloved! In one breath telling her heavenly Father of all His
lovingkindness and tender mercies; of His faithfulness all through her
pilgrimage, and then by grace justifying all His dealings with her, and
faith endorsing all with even so, she fell asleep to awake in His likeness
satisfied.
Dear children of God, let us seek much the grace that will" direct
our hearts into the love of God and the patient waiting for Christ" !
May the consideration of our text work in us by" grace, dignify us as
sons and daughters of King Jesus, Who will fulfil His work and word
in us. "Because Thou hast kept the word of My patience, I also will
keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold! I come quickly;
hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown." Let us
remember how" the, end of the Lord" was seen in the much-tried
" patience of Job," and how God" blessed his latter end," when He
had tried him !
R.

Setmonf5 anll Note£> of Snmon£'.
"AS A LITTLE CffiLD."
BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 0/ God
as a little child, shall in no wise enter therein."-LuKE xviii. 17.
THIS truth, dear friends, in the judgment of the Lord Jesus is one of
great moment and of great solemnity. He introduced it with a
"Verily," marking it' of supreme importance. It is a truth for each
one of us to consider carefully and earnestly, examining ourselves
before God. If 'we received the kingdom in some otner way than this
we have not received it. There is no subject of this kingdom that
was not a sinner; all the subjects of this kingdom were sinners, sinners
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by practice in addition to being sinners by birth-not a few. How
wonderful it is that God should have a kingdom of sinners, not of
angels. I find nowhere angels included in this kingdom of God, but
grace.-saved sinners of Adam's race. Christ came into the world to
save these sinners. He suffered even unto death to secure to Himself
a peculiar people. We may ask at the outset then, How do little children
receive the kingdom of God that they should be made exemplars 1
In the first place they receive it as He is pleased to give it-as a gift.
The kingdom of God this multitude of saved sinners receive as a gift
from God. Little children have no good works. God begins His Own
work in them by breathing in spiritual life, into a baby as much as into
. a man or woman a hundred years old. Power belongeth unto God;
if He will save He saves to the uttermost-utterly-those who come
unto Him by Jesus. Do you remember the case of the blind man who
appealed to Jesus for mercy-and not in vain; none ever yet did that
who have been made to feel their need 1 And Jesus asked him what
should He do 1 "Lord," was the blind man's answer, "that I may
receive my sight." He asked .that he might receive sight-power to
receive it-and the Lord answered his prayer and granted him this
ability. So with little children: He gives them the grace of sight and
power to receive the mercy of God. There is no co-operation on our
part in the matter of the new birth; the new-born sinner is the passive
recipient of life, and that is true of all believers. We have no good
works, we have nothing of our own, we are poor and we are needy; and
thus we come, and we through grace receive th~ kingdom, and God,
blessed be His Name! receives us into it. He in all takes the preeminence. It is not we who begin with God, but God Who begins and
ends with us. If there is a sin-burdened sinner here to-night, what
encouragement is this for that one, for the spiritual desire, "Lord,
have mercy upon me, the sinner," is His work. Moses pleaded with
God for the people of Israel, telling Him what the nations would s3IYwhat would be the effect-if He kept not His promise; the Holy Spirit
gave Moses wisdom, he pleaded God's promises. God is very jealous
of His Own word and honour and truthfulness. And have we not in
that fact, as believers, a strong confidence 1 He can not deny Himself;
every word of His is a sure and certail1 earnest that all is well. Whosoever therefore receives not the gift of salvation can not be saved.
" Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which He shed on us abundantly, through
Jesus Christ our Saviour; that, being justified by His grace, we should
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 5-7).
How blessed that salvation should be put on such a footing as to make
it the free, unmerited gift of God.
Secondly, the little child receives it trustingly; he does not know
much about it 'yet, but he will know hereafter. One of the earliest
lessons a grace-saved sinner is taught is how to trust God. We trust
so little, dear fellow-believers; we trust so imperfectly; we need that
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the Lord should teach us line upon line, precept upon precept, here a
little, there a little, to trust in His word and promises. A little child .
asks no questions, he receives without asking; so grace-saved sinners
need honour and praise God for His notice. He might well have passed
tliem by, but He did not. "We receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear." It is a lifelong experience-" receiving."
We shall never here get a perfect knowledge of what the kingdom of
God is; it is everlasting, it is a grace-kingdom, a salvation-kingdom.
Thirdly, children receive it teachably_ So with sinners; they are
taught the blessed Saviour as well as the salvation He works. Make
the distinction between the salvation and the Saviour; so shall we
chiefly bless God for His dear Son, and next for the gift of His great
salvation. But chiefly for the Saviour, the Altogether Lovely, the
Only One, the All-sufficing, the All-sufficient; He is enough for His
Father, He is enough for time; if we have Him wi~h us our minds will
be kept in perfect peace. And for the Father-how He delights in
the perfections of J esus. You can not be too high in your estimate of
Jesus_ The Father has highly exalted Him, given Him a Name above
every name that is named; there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved. It is Jesus First,
Jesus Last, and the Beginner and the Finisher of His Own glorious
work of salvation_ So grace-saved sinners will be teachable and meek
in heart; and then He proceeds with His work, " The meek will He
guide in judgment, and the meek will He teach His way." And He
gives them joy in learning from His lips-the lips of Him Who speaks
as never man spake. Some of the lessons are hard to learn, and how
slow we are-how slow we are. He spake to His disciples in the days
of old as they were able to bear it, and then ceased. So, now, as we
are able to bear it, dear children of God, He communicates to us the
great wonders of His everlasting kingdom.
Fourthly, children receive this gift unreasoningly. We sometimes
begin to reason, and these things, these spiritual truths, must always
be beyond reason, for God Himself is beyond knowledge and reason.
So believers will receive it without reasoning. The deep things of
God belong to Him; we can never plumb them; we must wait.
Again, a little child receives it in simplicity. We need more of this
grace, dear fellow-believers. The word here is a "little child "-an
infant maybe. The children of God are born, so they begin by knowing
nothing; but He Who begat them will give them grace to receive the
Truth, and they grow up into Him in all things, into His power and
wisdom. We read of gracious characters who thus grew; those who
are born of God are a growing people, they follow on. May God give
us grace to grow downwards also, to grow in humility, to become of
less and less importance in ourselves and grow up into Him. Experience teaches in spiritual learning-what we have felt and seen; the
knowledge is. personal, it is not of books or of another, but first-hand
knowledge. God is the Teacher; we are the learners in all simplicity
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ofheart and mind.

How blessed it is to view salvation like this-in
. simplicity, the simplicity of Christ. His life and ways, His goings out

and comings in, were so unlike anything earthly, so in contrast to everything earthly-most evidently so. And we are to learn of Him.
There is nothing double or deceitful in a child of God, as he is God's
child; he will be open and transparent, and this will be evident to
others. It was said of the enemies of the Apostles-those who opposed
them-that" they took knowledge, of them, that they had been with
Jesus"; so that if, through grace, we walk much with Jesus we shall
reflect His mind to an unconverted world. How striking that testimony was from unclean lips. God has often used unconverted
characters to utter truths, probably without knowledge or conception
of their meaning when they were uttered; still the truth, though
spoken with unclean lips, suffered no hurt. Continue to meditate,
dear friends, on the solemn subject we have had before us, and may
God enable each one of us, through His grace:to receive the kingdom
as a gift, in the humble, teachable, simple spirit of " a little child."
May God abundantly bless His Own Word, for Christ's sake. Amen.
AMONG.
IT is often said that the most intensely lonely place is in a crowded
thoroughfare, with strange faces, strange voices, and strange sounds
all round. If some dear familiar voice and touch accost with a greeting,
how it changes all! Thus it is with the Zion·bound pilgrim. He finds
himself not only lonely in crowded streets, but even amongst tender, •
Christian friends very often, since no one can quite enter into or understand his sorrow or comprehend the fulness of his joy. "The world
is small and empty, the eyes have looked on Him." Henceforth his
language is, " Tell me not of aught beside." His sins are a constant
source of sorrow, but how can he speak of them to others, save the
lmderstanding Sin-Bearer. A flood of Christ-given joy fills his souL
But not even" the helper of your joy," as the Apostle expressed it,
can peer into the deepest depths, notwithstanding his ability to say,
as St. Paul did, " Having confidence in you that my joy is the joy of
you all " (2 Cor. ii. 3). Thus, amidst the dill and cares and sorrows of
earth he hears the voice of the Beloved; and then, why even the
blackest slums seem a Paradise. The" raptured heart within him
burns because he walks with Thee."
The little word" among," as used to designate the locality of Him·
self and His people, is significant. Shall we look at one or two passages,
and may the Holy Spirit illuminate our hearts and minds to behold
light and joy and cheer. We shall find that like all God's dealings,
His children are set in a solitary place for a purpose, even as they are
placed in peculiar trials and brought into special circumstances and
with certain people for a purpose, and that purpose is to show forth
His glory.
The word "among" is an Anglo-Saxon word, meaning "mixed
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with" or "making part of,'" and this throws a beautiful light upon
Lev. xxvi. 11-12, "I will set My tabernacle among you. . . . I will
walk among you." The Lord was ever gracious to His chosen people
Israel, 'thus expressing His continual presence and communion. "I
will set My tabernacle among you," His sojourn amongst them, not
only His guiding pillar, but His rest amongst them. "I will walk
with you." His comradeship, so to speak, and commwlion amongst
them for fellowship. Alas! they departed from Him, yet He has not
forsaken His people. Their future glory is His care. We read Psalm
Ixviii. 18, " Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity captive; Thou hast received gifts for men; yea for the rebellious also.'?
Why 1 "That the Lord God might dwell among them." And to
dwell is more than setting His tabernacle among them. To tabernacle
is to be temporarily with; to dwell is to settle, to abide always. Further,
we read that" The Word," which is Jesus Christ Himself, "was made
flesh and dwelt among ~s." He was made s~ for us, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him. He took our nature upon Him,
that we should be partakers of the Divine nature. We read in Eph.
ii. 3 that" among whom" (the children of disobedience) "we all had
our conversation in time past [or once lived, R.V.] . . . and were by
nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God Who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us eveu when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ."
Now this is the Lord's "among." Tabernacling among-walking
among, dwelling among, and even made flesh, dwelling among us.
And then He singles us from among others, to quicken us together with
Him, even with Christ Himself.
Let us look for a few moments whom we are among, and why we are
among such (see 1 Pet. ii. 12), "Having your conversation [or behaviour,
R.V.] honest among the Gentiles," Why 1 "That ye should show
forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darlmess into His
marvellous light." So we see it was for the glory of God that they
were among the Gentiles or the world. Amongst them to witness,
amongst them to glorify God.
We find a similar passage in Phil. ii. 15, this time delivered to Gentile
believers.· "In the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among
whom ye shine as lights in the world." Among them to shine! Oh!
what lives ours should be--blameless, harmless, and without rebuke.
Note how tenderly Jesus spoke of His disciples in St. Luke x. 3,
" Behold I send you forth as lambs among wolves." Lambs in His
sight, innocent and guileless, so dear to His heart that He shrank
from sending them amongst strangers who would misunderstand them
and persecute them. We know what a trial it i~ to a proud mother's
heart when her boy leaves home for the first time to go out into the
world, her darling leaving the sheltered nest for the rough winds, the
safe haven for. the outer seas and storms. Thus, He, the Good Shepherd, looks upon His cherished people as lambs going out amongst
enemies, wolves, beast!! of ·prey ready to spring upon and to devour.
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He sends them for testimony vrith His messages, and He will take care
of them.
Now let us look upon two or three of the terms of endearment and
admiration of Christ for His Bride. Let us note how He sees her and
how she sees Him. Looking upon her, He says (Cant. ii. 2), " As the
lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters." The lily,
beautiful, stately, fragrant, pure and stainless, standing among thorns,
thorns hard, prickly, giving pain, disagreeable and repulsive. A lily
among thorns! What" contrast! Ah, and He might thiuk of her
as a lily spotless in His whiteness, which His crown of thorns, worn for
her, procured that she might indeed bc a white lily, whiter than snow.
"So is ¥y love among the daughters," or as we might express it,
amongst all other women. l\'[y stainless, pure, white love amongst the
black, unsightly,prickly thorns. She reciprocates the sweet expression,
and replies, " As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my
beloved among the sons," The apple tree was not so stately in appearance as the cedar or fir. But the fruit was particularly valuable and
refreshing, whilst the branches afforded shade and shelter. Some
think this may be symbolical of the human form of Christ which, having
no comeliness, yet was so infinitely precious, covering the most precious
gift of salvation and all the blessings springing from it. Well, then,
might the Bride exclaim, "As the apple tree among the trees of the
wood, so is my beloved among the sons," transcending all other men,
however splendid in appearance. For He yielded fruit and shade and
shelter for her comfort and vigour. How incomparable the among
here! Isolated to be so beautiful. Isolated to be the one object of
love. So distinguished among the. hard, unlovely surroundings as to·
be unmistakable-absolutely peerless. What honour hath He put
upon her. He hath spoken to her heart, and truly" from the best bliss
that earth imparts she turns unfilled to Him again."
Let us look for a moment at the last" among" in Rev. vii. 15:
"He that sitteth upon the throne shall dwell among them." We read
that the Lamb is in the midst of the Throne. Therefore, dear fellowpilgrim, you and I shall rejoice with exceeding joy, for our robes are
"washed in the blood of the Lamb." We shall see God and the Lamb
occupying that eternal throne of glory and of love. He will know us
and love us there amid the triumph and the songs.
He tabernacled, walked, dwelt among-among us. We-among
Gentiles or the world to show forth His praise, among a crooked and
perverse generation to shine, among wolves to witness, and, in the
Bridegroom's sight, among thorns a lily, among the daughters His
love, "fairest among women," as He says in another place.
It "'ill not be long ere He shall come again, come in the air-and,
then-What then 1 Why, then "the shining marriage train, the
. B~idegroom, and the Bride." Then" Loved with all the love that fills
the heavens with eternal song."
" The heart of Christ beyond men's thoughts and dreaming shown
in His voice."
,
Just think of it !
NEITIE.
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JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.

VIII.
WE would find some of the. things spoken of by J acob and by Moses
cO!lcerning the tribe of Asher, viz., temporal blessings that were found
in the borders of his inheritance in the land of Oanaan; and from these
we would seek to find greater things that are not bounded by earth or
time, but are the fulfilment of that gracious declaration of sovereign
grace to the Elect of God in every generation, viz., "The Lord will
give grace and glory: no good thing will He withhold .from them that
walk uprightly." "I will abundantly bless her provision: I will
satisfy her poor with bread." "Out of Asher his bread shall be fat,
and he shall yield royal dainties." Might we not affirm that Eden
given to and bestowed on our first parents contained both, and that
by the words "Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat,"
they were given" royal dainties" and an abundance of good things 1
These blessings were secured to them by a Oovenant of works, and
were to be enjoyed so long as they transgressed not the word of God.
And we know that their transgression of that word brought on them
the righteous displeasure of God, and that which every sin deservesthe wrath and curse of God in tbis life and in that which is to come.
But, blessed be God, that before this event of time, by which the
very ground was cursed for sinful man's sake, God, blessed for ever,
had entered into a Oovenant of grace, to bring the whole Elect of mankind out of that .estate of sin and misery into which the breach of the
Oovenant of works had plunged them, and to save them from it by a
Redeemer.
This Covenant of grace is founded in the Person and Suretyship
obedience of the Son of God incarnate.
It was with an eye to it that all the promises thereof were spoken,
as truth to Jacob and mercy to Abraham, sworn to them in the Person
of David's Son and David's Lord from the days of old. Yea"Before the day star knew its place,
Or planets went their round;
The Church in bonds of sovereign grace

Was one with Jesus fonnd."
It was with an eye to his ,standing in Ohrist that the Holy Ghost put
these words of blessing into the mouth of Isaac, and constrained him
to abide by them: "God give thee of the dew of heaven and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine." Many years after
the same Spirit directed the mind and lips of Jacob to speak of his son
Asher, and say of him, " Out of Asher his bre<"d shall be fat, and he
shall yield royal dainties."
It was in the portion or territory of Asher that. the Syrophenician
woman craved at the hand of Ohrist a crumb of mercy, and by her
faith in Him, and importunity, received it from Him. And is He not
to-day to all sucb the same giver of all good things 1
So the prophet Elijah, when the brook dried np, is directed to
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Zarephath, near Sidon, in the tribe of Asher, to prove the truth of
God's promises in the Covenant of grace to Christ and to all them that
are in Him: "Bread shall be given him, his waters shall be sure."
Behold, then, the widow woman, the king's daughter, making preparation for the prophet's needs; and see how both proved that the blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, and that, better is a dinner of herbs
where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. Nor less than
"royal dainties" were Elijah's two meals under the juniper tree, in
the strength of which he went forty days and forty nights unto Horeb,
the Mount of God. To-day, also, under a Gospel preached with the
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven by J chovah's own sent servants,
there are those on earth who have "tasted His meat, " and found it
both savoury and strengthening, and, as Erskine puts itH

Th' incarnate God a sacrifice

To turn the wrathful tide,
Is food for faith; that may suffice
Thy Husband's guilty bride.
This strengthening food may fit and fence
For work and war to come;
Till through the crowd, some moments hence,

Thy Husband bring thee home;
Where plenteous feastIng will succeed
To scanty feeding here;

And joyful at the table head
Thy Husband will appear."
Also, in contrast to Rome's" table of devils," or devi!,s parody on'
the Lord's Supper, is the fatness of God's house found when His
blessing attends the right administration of the cup-the New Testament in Christ's blood, drunk in remembrance of Him, even when-as
Hart says," Each, with strength from heaven endued,
Sa.ys, . My Beloved's mine,

I eat His flesh, and drink His blood,
In signs of bread and wine.'"

There were" royal dainties" a.lso in the days of His flesh, when He
said, "Children, have ye any meat 1 " to those who had toiled all the
night and caught nothing. What, therefore, must it be to those on
earth to-day whose fears, views, and feelings are well described in the
language of ancient prophecy 1 "Then I said I have laboured in
vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain." The answer
comes from their most bountiful Lord, "Ea.t, 0 friends; drink, yea,
drink abundantly, 0 beloved"; and sit down to a table that will
never be withdrawn. Let your souls be satisfied as with marrow and
fatness, of which His droppings in grace on earth are but a shadowing
forth and a prelude (Isa. Ixv. 13).
Moses' word about the tribe of Asher has been marvellously fulfilled
in the Church of the Gospel Dispensation, from the day of the Pentecostal blessing under Peter's preaching, even unto our post-Reformation
times.
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" Let him be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in
oil." If through grace he shall do the last, he shall experience the
first, as Paul did when he first went to Galatia, in the fuluess of the
blessing of the Gospel of Christ (Gal. iv. 14, 15). It was the unction of
the Spirit that furnished Paul with these three" doors," a door of
entrance, a door of utterance, and a door of acceptance. So the pre-'
cious oil of Zech. iv. 14, and the precious ointment of the Psahnist
(cx.xxiii. 2), which is withoilt measure upon Christ the alone Hea.d of
the Church, is found in the shining countenances of His ministers. It
descends to the mystic members of that body of which He is the everJiving Head, called" the skirts of His garments."
The aged Anna, of the tribe of Asher-(that in the. mouth of two
witnesses every word concerning that CHILD, whose Name is Wonderful,
might be established)-spake of Him to all them that looked for
redemption in Israel; and so speaking was true to her tribe, for her
lips dropped fatness.
Of this word spoken concerning the tribe of Asher, what a marvellous
instance, as we saiq, we have in the Apostle Peter, when, on the day of
Pentecost, he stood up under the anointing, having" dipped his foot
in oil," with the eleven in the upper room, and lifted up his voice, and
preached Christ with the Holy Ghost sent down hom heaven. The
huit of his lips, by the quickening breath of the same blessed Spirit,
was 3000 souls, children brought to the birth, and also brought forth.
What amazing wisdom is seen in the fact that at the building of Babel
of old, God confounded the language, and scattered them; but at the
building up of Zion He gave them other tongues (1 Cor. xiv. 21; Isa.
xxviii. 11, 12), and gathered His people together into One, even into
Christ Jesus. Also at Cornelius' house, Peter again" dipped his foot
in oil," and opened the door of faith to the Gentiles, and the Holy
Ghost fell on all them that heard the words. So also in our own
Gospel times, when George Whitefield preached, when Toplady, Huntington, and Hawker preached, their Gospel being the same, the h-uit
was also the same (Psa. lxxii. 16). Not otherwise can there be huit
unto eternal life. To occupy his pulpit, said a minister, is like standing
in a pot of oil.
" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days 80 shall thy
strength be." See the kind provision of their God, as good John
Newton writes•
"From Egypt lately freed
By the Redeemer' B grace,
A rough and thorny path we tread
In hopes to see His face."

Their path is through much tribulation (Rev. vii. 14); and the heat of
the sun of persecution hom infidels and a false church is theirs, more
or less, in a time state; but fearing God, they endure, and come forth
.more than conquerors.
G. A.
Birkenhead.
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"THE HOUSE OF GOD "-BUILT OF LIVING STONES.
A WORD OF WARNING TO CHURCH DECORATORS,

By THE LATE REV, J, B. WADDINGTON, VWAR OF Low MOOR, CLITHEROE.
(Continued from p. 368.)
SOME may urge, " But it must be right to give Him of His own, and we
cannot give Him auything too costly." I reply, Certainly; for all are
His-" the cattle on a thousand hills "-yea, "the earth is the Lord's,
and the £ulness thereof "-not a few grapes or sheaves of corn. If we
desire to give Him of His own, so far as He has made us stewards of
any portion of it, we are told that the way most acceptable to Him is
in ministering to the necessity of the saints, for He has said, " Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have
done it unto M!\." "He is not unfaithful to forget your work and
labour of love." "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith."
And may we not add in carrying out His great charge, " Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature."
" But," argue some, "we decorate and adorn our own houses with
beautiful flowers and all that can please tJie eye, then why not Oitr
'Churches 1" The fallacy of this argument wiII be seen if we remember
that one place is the dwelling and home of those we love, and it is right
that we should minister to their comfort and pleasure; the other place
is where we meet to worship Him Who is a Spirit, and must be worshipped in spirit and in truth.
In considering this important subject it must be borne in mind that
in the Jewish Theocracy Jerusalem was the City of the Great King,
and that the Temple was the Palace, where, as it were, He held His
Court.
.
" But," it may be persisted, " it must be right to give Him the firstfruits of all our increase. Yea, the tenth of all He has given us."
Of course it is, but I think" a little reflection will show that there is
no analogy whatever between the artistic and emblematic interweaving
of flowers and massing together h)Iits and vegetables, and the consecration of the tenth of our substance to the service of the Most High."
The truth is, we ought to give Him ourselves and all that we have.
"Take myself, and let me be,
Ever, only,

ALL

for Thee! "

A rich man, whose works praise him, said to me, "I don't consider
that I've a single penny of my own! It's all His! and whatever He
wants, He can have! "
IC

Love so amazing, so Divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all !

11

St. Bernard strongly denounced the introduction of Art (a name
which in itself implies unreality) into the Churches of his day.. He
said-" The beautiful is more admired than the sacred is revered,"

,
\
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Dr. Geikie says truly, that the development of the Arts" in connection with worship runs parallel with the decay of a spiritual faith and
the growth of a weak and gross superstition, as if they were parasites
adorning for a time, but, in the end, hiding and killing the tree to which
they cling; or bright-coloured fungi, growing only on fallen and
decayed spirituality."
Alfred Vaughan says, that "the introduction of Art into religion
ends, not by Art becoming religious, but by religion becoming an art."
Archdeacon Ri,chardson recently said-" There is danger in our day,
that the touch of the Sacraments may be put instead of the touch of
the Saviour by the soul through faith. The city may have no water if
the aqueduct, however beautiful its arches, does not reach as far as the
reservoir out of which the water only comes. Ceremonials, however
attractive, and services, however frequent, will never satisfy the soul,
or minister to its salvation, if they lie on the level of sense, and the Lord
Jesus is on the higher platform of grace, and there is an unbridged gulf
between. There is danger in our day from half truths-from a patchwork of law and Gospel, and fi'om mixtures of error with truth. There
is danger from hollow professions; when people follow some favourite
leader of new opinions, or take up some fashionable form of unauthorized
novelty in their mode of external worship; and all the while it is
mainly a surface expression and an exterior manifestation; and conscience, and heart, and life in all the deeper matters remain untouched."
Frances Ridley Havergal, speaking of Church Decorations, said" When our young friends use their taste and skill in what seems, on
the surface of things, a sacred work,-the beautifying of God's sanctuary for a holy festival-do they ever consider that, whatever the
theoretical aim may be, the practical result is, necessarily and distinctly,
temptation 1 Temptation, moreover, in exact proportion to the taste
and skill displayed! The experience of every honest conscience shows
that when we, who naturally love all that is beautiful, enter a Church
beautifully decorated, the temptation to wandering eyes and thoughts
is just in proportion to the exquisiteness and elaborateness of the
decorations. We have come to seek Jesus, to find the Shepherd' by
the footsteps of the flock'; we want to commune with Him, and we
want Him to speak to our hearts; we want to be freshly and specially
'looking unto Jesus' in all the meaning of that word, looking away
from all el~e, looking unto Him. And at once our eye is caught by an
elegant festoon, and a singularly effective twining of a pillar or picking
out of a moulding, and a most charming device on the reading desk,
and a novel arrangement of the panels of the pulpit. It is all lovely,
much prettier than last year, the general effect is so good, and so on.
And suddenly we remember what we came for, and we make a great
effort to turn away our eyes and fix them on ' Jesus only'; but somehow the electric chain has been severed, the other things have entered
in; and when we again look up to meet the smile of the 'Prince of
Peace,' we find there has been' something between'; our eyes have
involuntarily turned away from the' King in His beauty' to the passing
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prettiness of garland and wreath. What have we not lost 1 But
simple texts of Scripture I see no objection to. The dilemma for the
decorators is, do they wish their work to be looked at and admired, or
do they not 1 If not, why put it where it must attract the eye 1 But
if they do, let them remember that the mind cannot be equally occupied
with two things at the same time; and that the moments spent in
admiring gaze on their graceful work cannot be spent in adoring gaze
on the Lord of the Sanctuary, the' Altogether Lovely One.' "
The question may be asked, "Do you condemn Harvest Thanksgivings 1" I reply, "Certainly not, if the promoters have the spirit
of the Protestant Rector who recently issued the following circular" :" My dear Parishioners and other Friends," You will see from the above that you are specially invited to come
to St. James's Church, on Sunday, the 16th instant, to joiu us in returning humble and hearty thauks to Almighty God for the abundant
Harvest now fully reaped and safely housed. You must not expect
to see any floral decorations, either to attract your attention or hinder
your devotions, as in many Churches where elaborate exhibitions have
appeared. It may be asked, Why no decorations in your Church 1
Has it not become almost a general practice to decorate Churches at
Harvest Thanksgivings 1 Then why should your Church be amongst
the exceptions 1 My answers to these questions are the following :"1. Because I find nothing in the New Testament to sanction either
the floral decorations of Churches, or the exhibitions of fruit and vegetables in them; but on the contrary I do find our blessed Lord described'
as entering the Temple, whip in hand, driving out all cattle dealers
with their sheep and oxen; all bankers with their tables and money;
and all pigeon merchants with their pigeons; saying, 'Take these
things hence; make not My Father's House a house of merchandise.
My House shall be called the House of Prayer,' , The House of Prayer
for all people,' not a mere showroom for fruits and flowers, or a market.place for vegetables; but' the House of Prayer.'
"2. Because I fail to discover anything in the Prayer Book to order
the use of fruits, flowers, and vegetables in the worship of Him Who' is
a Spirit, and must be worshipped in spirit and in truth;' they ought,
therefore, to be regarded by all true Protestants as innovations for
which there is no warrant, either in the Book of Common Prayer or
the practice of our Reformers.
"3. Because there is nothing in the' Deed of Consecration' which
allows floral decorations in Churches; on the contrary, they are all
alike dedicated by that deed to the worship of God exclusively. It is,
therefore, a violation of a sacred covenant to introduce fruits, flowers,
and vegetables into what should be pure and simple worship in Churches
solemnly set apart for such Service only.
"4. Because it is now almost generally confessed that, instead of
being aids to devotion, exhibitions of floral crosses and such like
things in Churches are real hindrances to prayer, inclining the people
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to gaze at and admire the creatures exhibited when they ought to be
praising and blessing the Creator for them.
"5. Because 1 find that certain persons have been publicly thanked
in the newspapers for SENDING, mark-for SENDING fruits and flowers
to Churches for decotations and show, as if a handful of grapes and a
few flowers could be a sufficient' Thank Offering' to the' Almighty for
an abundant Harvest without their personal attendance! Others
have been honourably mentioned for their kindness in LENDING such
plants as are most likely to attract special attention at the Church
Show, with th~ express understanding that th~y must be returned
carefully when it is over-not sold by auction, as in one case I know,
where fruits, flowers, and vegetables were presented to the Lord on the
Sunday, fetched back from Him on the Monday morning, and sold by
auction on the evening of the same day. What next 1 And some
other precions huits have been actually HIRED from huitcrers for a
certain sum to be paid out of the collection! Surely no one will say
that SENDING, LENDING, and HIRING fruits and flowers for Ohurch
shows are the freewill offerings of thankful people. 'Cain brought of
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. But unto Cain, and
to his offering, He had not respect.'
"6. Because I have good reason for believing that the decorations
of Churches at Harvest Thanksgivings are parts of a most cunningly
devised scheme for l,IDprotestantizing the Church 'of England, and
assimilating her otherwise most beautiful service to that of the apostasy. Well might the Bishop of Liverpool say, 'I very much doubt
whereunto these decoration's of churches will grow.' And well might
our own Bishop (Dr. Fraser) add, 'I cannot say that I approve of the
elaborate decorations of our churches.' Such are my reasons for
having no decorations in our Church at the Harvest Thanksgiving
services on the 16th instant. I invite you all to come to Church with
hearts full of gratitude to the Giver of all good things for the abundant
Harvest. I wish you to come expecting to see nothing in the Church
besides what you see every Sunday, and to hear nothing but a plain,
clear, distinct, and definite sound of the' glorious Gospel of the blessed
God.' And I urge you to come before the Lord with a liberal ' Freewill Offering' towards the maintenance of that pure and simple Protestant Service, 'conducted in St. James's Church for the last forty-five
years."

.

Here let me ask-Would it not be well for the sake of consistency,
and to remove a handle for opponents, to discontinue (as the writer
has done) the custom of decorating churches at Christmas 1 The
question is sometimes asked-What is the difference between decorating with holly at Christmas, and primroses.at Easter;
It may also be well to insert a word of warning respecting Church
Music.
In all such fashionable, worldly, and materialistic religion an artistic
effect is produced-as at an opera or theatre-simply by an appeal to
the senses and emotions, and. this is vainly supposed to be the worship
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of Him Who must be worshipped" in spirit and in truth" (John iv. 24).
This is graphically and forcibly described by a popular writer of the
day :-" I shall never forget going one afternoon into Notre Dame
(Paris) with Madame Lemercier "-a young and highly-educated
English lady, an atheist, is represented as saying. "A flood of crimson
and purple light was shining in through the transept windows. You
could see the white-robed priest and choristers. There was one boy
with the most perfect voice you can conceive. I don't know what
they were singing, something very sweet and mournful, and, as that
one voice rang up into the vaulted roof, I saw Madame Lemercier fall
down on .her knees and pray in a sort of rapture. Even I myself felt
the tears come to my eyes, just because of the loveliness, and because
the blood in one's veins seemed to bound. And then, still singing, the'
procession passed into the nave, and the lovely voice grew more and
more distant. It was a wonderful effect; no doubt the congregation
thonght they felt devout, but if so, then I too felt devout-quite as
religious as they."
The priests of Rome know well how to turn this emotion to account,
and to direct it to the grand central object of their worship, namely,.
THE WAFER GOD!
Professor Drum1nond says truly-" No one who has studied the
religion of the Continent on the spot has failed to be impressed witlt
the appalling spectacle of tens of thousands of unregenerate men sheltering themselves, as they conceive it for Eternity, behind the sacraments of Rome."

...

In Le Bas' "Life of Wiclif," published in.1832, is a notice of the
Reformer's ?pinions on the subject :-Wiclif loudly complains that the
novelty of song not only diverted the attention both of priest and
worshipper from their devotional duties, but was maintained at an
enormous cost, which might be applied to much better purposes:
Such, according to his representation, was the frivolity and artifice of
these performances, that "its small waking stirred vain men to'
dauncing more than mourning"; and he warns the "fools" who
delight in it that they" shulden dread the sharp words of Austin, that
saith, ' As oft as the song liketh me more than doth the sentence snng,
so oft I confess that I sin grievously.''' The temple services of the old
law he rejects as models for the Christian worship, the best distinctions
of which are its simplicity and spirituality. "And if," he says, " they
seyn that angels hearen God by song in Heaven, seye that we kunnen
not that song: they ben in full victory of their enemies, but we ben
in perilous battle, and in the valley of weeping and mourning: and our
song letten us fro better occupation, and stirreth us to many great
sins, and to forget ourselves. But our fleshly people hath more liking
in their bodily ears, in such knacking and tattering, than in hearing of
God's law, or speaking of bliss in Heaven. . . . And thus the true
service of God is letted, aud this vain lrnacking, for our jollity and
pride, is praised above the moon."
CHURCH DECORATORS, I ask in conclusion, WHAT ARE YOU DOING?
27
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Unwittingly, but no less surely, I fear, maldng ready for the return of
the wafer-god! That is, for the restoration of the idolatrous and
blasphemous Romish Mass, for the rejection of which our martyred
Reformers went to the stake! (See Article XXX!.)
" And wb~t agreement hath'the Temple of God with idols 1 For
ye are the Temple of the living God; !IS God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. 16-18).
May the Holy Spirit open your eyes, so that instead of spending
your time, talents, and money in leading congregations from the simplicity of the Gospel and true Christian Worship, and preparing the way
for the return of the soul-destroying errors of Popery, you may devote
them to ministering to the Lord's afflicted and tried people, and the
.extension of His glorious Church and Kingdom on' earth.
Remember the Apostolic exhortation-"'STAND FAST, therefore, in
,:the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
ofIgain with the yoke of bondage" ! (Gal. v. 1.)

THE FEELINGS OF ABRAHAM.
AMONG the various descriptions of the people of God is that of Isaiah
when he says-" Ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the
Lord." These he enjoins to look to ancient days, when God manifested
His favour, special and particular, to Abraham, whom (with Sarah)
He called alone, blessed and increased. He was not literally alone
when he obeyed (as he must) the Divine command and left Chaldea.
His father and various other relatives were with him for a time.•There
were the servants also. But we can 'imagine him, as he journeyed,
thinking thoughts which no onc knew, which he scarcely knew himself.
The mutuality of joy over the birth of Isaac must have been real and
sweet, but how solitary the father must have been as he ascended
Mount Moriah, his son's questionings adding to the solitariness. And
who could enter into all his wondering amazement and thankfulness
as he returned from the top of Jireh 1 Nothing of the Egyptian
sojourns-<Jf the fight with the kings-<Jf the anxiety about Lot, had
he known when he left his native land. Those blessed with him, called
with a heavenly calling, go out also not knowing whither. Perhaps
if they could have remembered this more, that God said He would
lead in paths not known, the painfulness of surprises and the bewilderment of conflict would be less. But Abraham was enriched with
promises as the stars of heaven when God said, "Lift up now thine
eyes, " etc .
" They wandered in a wilderness, in a solitary way." No other
people were with them. Egypt with its plenty, its pleasures and
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worldly agreeablenesses was behind. All ~vas loss for the sake of
Canaan, and the desert shut them in. Paul knew the feeling. He
counted all loss for Christ. He.might have been a great one among
men, but he chose to suffer with the people of God, " the blessed company of all faithful people." And they are blessed when with each
other, and flowing together to the goodness of God, they can say that
the lines are fallen to them in pleasant places, and they have a goodly
heritage. One of them said he could tread the world beneath his feet,
and all that earth calls good 'and great--not so easy a thing to do,
either in word or action, if the Lord so arrange matters as to make it
difficult. But with His. owu eye He guides continually; all His
people, .as Micah says, dwelling solitarily with their own hearts-their
own communings-their own Lord; with their own character that no
one else has; with their own lot. But the Lord loves and saves, even
though, as the Psalmist says, lover and friend are put by God HimseU
far away. He understands all completely. He blesses and increases.
When the Lord was here, they came to Him from every quarter, from
tqwns, cities, villages, and He healed them all. They were sick with
various diseases or infirmities, and He healed them all,-the better as
well as the worse. He never suggested that leprosy was worse than
blindness, or deafness than lameness. He healed each. He raised
from the dead the only son of the widow. He cured also the centurion's
servant,-only a seI;ant, not a son, and the centuriol). a Gentile. But
the centurion grieved over his servant, and with the great faith given
by the great Healer, he believed that Christ would not disdain him, •
but would speak only, and in the selfsame hour He would display His
healing power. And Christ said that the centurion should sit down
with Abraham in the kingdom, called alone, blessed and increased.
None were ever so solitary as the Lord. "At most we do but taste
the cup," but it was because we should taste it, should know such
solitarinesses, such individual paths, that He came and" dwelt among
us" as one of us. "The children being partakers of flesh and blood,
He also Himself took part of the same." He knows the frailty of our
frame. But He knew no sin. He was holy and harmless, undefiled !
We are unthankfuJ, unholy, and vexed with unclean spirits. Oh, for
grace at all times in all the matters that are too hard for us, to consider
Him Who, though He was rich, yet for our sake He became poor, Who
was despised and rejected of men, and was forsaken of God. None
that seek Him, taught and given so to do by the invincible power of
the blessed Spirit and Comforter, will ever know, either here or hereafter, what it is to be forsaken of God.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"PERHAPS I may never see you again till we meet in judgment:
then, if not before, you will know that sovereign, distinguishing,
irresistible grace brought you to heaven."-Whitefield, in a letter to
John Wesley.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.

THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very grateful to all its
readers who have responded so warmly to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund since the last considerable rise in the cost of producing this timehonoured MAGAZINE. The generous response of our many friend~
has cheered their hearts and enabled them to continue the muchneeded testimony to those distinctive truths for which the Magazine
stands.
They much regret, however, that the printers have again felt obliged
to notify another serious rise in the cost of production, beginning
with the July number. The increase in the postal rates will also add
greatly to the yearly expenditure. The whole subject was considered
by the Trustees at their recent meeting, and they feel sure that the
friends of distinctive truth will still rally round this, the oldest
religious Magazine, in this crisis in its history. It is well known that
all newspapers and magazines are affected by the increased cost of
paper and other materials, and the great advance in wages. It would
be a great calamity, however, if this disastrous war were to silence
the testimony to God's truth which we seek to bear by means of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The Trustees, therefore, confidently appeal to all its readers and
friends for continued and increased support. They suggest that a
large number may feel it a privilege to send regular annual subscriptions to this Fund, as they are in the habit of doing for the support
of other departments of God's work. The increasing apostasy from
the old truths makes it imperative that testimony to those great
doctrines of grace, revealed in God's inspired and infallible Word,
should still be lovingly and unflinchingly borne in the pages of this
Magazine.
Donations or Subscriptions may be sent, as before, to the Publisher
or to the Editor.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following
sums :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Mr. J. W. Dodgshun .. 0 2 6 Mrs. Edgar Smith
1 0 0
A Friend
1 0 0 "A Grateful Reader" 1 0 0
1 0 0 Mr. James lies
1 0 0
"R" . .
Grateful
1 0 0 Miss Broughton
.. 0 2 0
Mrs. A. G. Anne Barry 010 0 Tile Misses Thornton
1 0 0
1 0 0
Mrs. Spong
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A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGT9N PARISH CHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT,
ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, 1918,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.

"Scatter thou the people that delight in war."-PsALM lxviii. 30.
WE have offered special prayers and intercessions to-day, in reference
to the terrihle war, of the outbreak of which this is the fourth anniversary. War is always horrible, and the present war particularly so,
because the modern achievements of science have been pressed into
its service, and utilized for the destruction of human life and property.
This war is unparalleled, inasmuch as it has been waged on land,
and sea, and under the sea, and in the air. Moreover, our foes have
shown an inhumanity scarcely credible on the part of a nation reckoned
as a part of "Christendom," did we not believe the statement of
Holy Writ regarding fallen human nature in Titus iii. 3: "We ourselves were aforetime . . . living in malice and envy, hateful, and
hating one another," and" The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). If we seek the cause of the German
nation falling so low, we certainly find it in the fact that it has, as
a nation, apostatized from the truth which Luther was raised up of
God to elucidate and maintain, from the sacred Scriptures. German
Rationalism discredited the Bible, and produced Atheism, and Atheism
is the parent of every work of the devil. Hence we have, as my text
says, a "people that delight in war." The lust of power, a desire
for'world dominion, ambition, pride, and cupidity have led the German'
rulers to "delight in war."
It cannot, I think, be truly said of the British nation that we
"delight in war." We did all we could to avoid it. But evidence
has accumulated of" late that Germany had for many years planned
for this European War; and my own brief experience of German
ambitions and intentions, obtained during a short residence in that
country, corroborates this. There is no doubt that they looked
forWard to a war with England, and contemplated our defeat without
any compunction. Evidence is also forthcoming that Jesuits in
Germany, and in this country, fomented the idea of war between the
two nations as a means, it was hoped,. of regaining for the Pope of
Rome his temporal power. We 'were warned' of this by more than
one well-informed writer some years before war. actually broke out.
Time has shown that the sympathies of the Pope are on the side of the
Central Powers and against Protestant England. But my text says:
" Scatter Thou," or as the margin 'of the A.V., "He scattereth the
people that delight 'jn war." Four years of horrible warfare have
passed, but the people that delight iD. war have not yet been scattered.
Why is this 1 No doubt God has permitted this war to be a scourge
to the .professedly Christian nations because of their departure from
Hi~ fea'r, both in the religious and the moral spheres. Those. nati?~~:
which have suffered most through the war, are those whlChhad
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apostatized from the Christian faith-" the faith once delivered to
the saints "-and where superstition and infidelity on the· one hand,
and immorality on the other, held sway. Iu our own land the pulpits
of the Natioual Church, and those of other Churches, too often gave
voice to the claims of German neology, denying 'the Divine inspiration
of the Scriptures, and the miraculous facts of the birth and resurrection
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as well as the supernatural in
general; and on the other hand, from many others doctrines were
taught--the doctrines of Rome-protesting against which so many
of our forefathers, godly bishops and clergy of our Church, as well aB
many godly laymen, gave their bodies to be burned. And at the
present moment--a matter which is cau.sing grave anxiety and deep
Sorrow to those who have the true welfare of oue Church of England
at heart-an attempt is being made to alter our Communion Service,
and to assimilate it to the service of the Roman Mass. And not only
this, but since war began our Government has accredited an envoy
to the Pope. Surely it is for reasons such as these that the war has
been permitted, and still drags on its course! "For all this His anger
is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still." When Israel,
God's ancient people, lapsed into idolatry, He punished them, often'
times, with one of His "four sore judgments," the sword. "They
chose new gods; then was war in the gates" (Judges v. 8). And can
we doubt that He is dealing similarly with" Christendom," so-called,
in our own day 1
I quote from a writer in an American religious periodical: "This
very day Christendom-the responsible witness for God-groans under
the rod of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; but wherein wha:t nation-is there a national and heartfelt recognition of this
being really due to the dishonour we have done to His beloved Son 1
Where is there a national recognition that this is due to the attacks
on every fundamental truth as to the person and work of Christ in
many a Protestant pulpit; to the spurious' charity' that ceases all
protest against the destructive errors and filthy abominations of
'Rome,' and would again· court that harlot's embraces, to the bias·
phemous boldness of the ultra-socialist masses 1
" No, in this feature at least there can be no question but that the
present corresponds all too closely with the time of the 'vials' of
wrath, in which the dwellers on earth 'will not repent.' But that is
not the spirit to bring about a cessation of the infliction; it is rather
cause for further suffering; and, as upon Israel of old, so upon us,
His ' hand is stretched out still.' "
In the midst of all our anxieties and sorrows, nevertheless, we have
great cause for thankfulness. Even during the past week our hearts
have rejoiced that our armies and those of our Allies have withstood
the attacks of our enemies, and driven them back somewhat. This is
doubtless due to the earnest prayers of God's true people. Little
does the world know how much it owes to the prayers of " the faithful
in the· land " !
.
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Then, too, the hope of God's people is quickened by our victories in
Palestine in the course of this war. They prove that God is mindful
of His people Israel, and that He will ere long fulfil the promises made
to their forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and confirmed to
them by His holy prophets.
May we not take those things as tokens that God in His own time
will " scatter the people that delight in war" 1
Sure I am that if the professing Church in our land would repent,
if the people in general would repent and humble themselves under
God's mighty hand, and acknowledge that He alone can give the
victory, He would speedily scatter our enemies. It is a happy omen
that His Majesty the King and the two Houses of Parliament have
officially attended the special services of intercession this day. Thus
we have reason to hope that there may be a real national response to
the call to prayer.
Should this prove to be the case, then, ere long, our cry may be:
" He !lath scattered" (R.V.) "the people that delight in war."
Sooner or later Germany will surely be punished for her satanic
crimes against the human ~ace.
If we repent not, the war may drag on for many a weary month yet,
but righteous retribution is sure. And, when the" Prince of Peace"
shall come again to this earth, He will destroy Antichrist and his
armies, as we read (2 Thess. ii. 8), "Whom the Lord shall consume
with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness
of His coming."
And then, and then only, will He "make wars to cease unto the'
end of the earth." I say, then only, for Holy Scripture teaches that
wars will continue until the end of the age, and that in the last great
war, and at the battle of Armageddon-the real Armageddon-" The
beast and the false prophet", will be taken alive and cast into the
lake of fire, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, will be slain"
(Rev. xix. 17-21), and then the word will be fully and finally fulfilled,
" He hath scattered the people which delight in war,"

By

THE

THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 159-165.
LATE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN'LEFIELD, ASHBY·DE-LA-ZOUCH.

(Continued from page 376.)

Verses 159, 160. "See how I love Thy precepts, 0 Jehovah,. quicken
me according to Thy tenderness. The head of Thy word is truth, and to
eternity is every judgment of Thy righteousness." It is observable how
the Psalmist delights to dwell on these two sweet notes-the lovingkindness of God in promising salvation, and His truth in the constant
performance, of that pronllse to His Church. Thus it hath been from
the beginning, and thus it will be until the whole counsel of heaven
shall at length be fulfilled by the resurrection and salvation of the just.
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The word head is by some explained as meaning the sum total, by
others as synonymous with the cognate form in Psa. cxi. 10. Gill says
the passage ]'nay be rendered, "The beginning of Thy word is truth,"
which some refer to the first chapter of Genesis; or it may be, "The
sum of Thy word is tl'Uth," as the word is used in Num. xxvi. 2, xxxi. 26.
All that is coutained in the Word of God is truth, its promises, precepts
and doctrines, histories, prophecies, and proverbs, all the sayings of it
are faithful and true, and every precept of that Word and every doctrine endureth. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My word
shall not pass away." Reader, seek to remember one thing in connection with these statements-" The word that I have spoken, the same
,
shall judge him in tne last day."
Verse 161. "Princes have persecuted Me without a cause, but My
heart stood in a·we 0/ Thy words." Can we wonder, reader, that He of
Whom it is written, "They that hate Me without a cause are more
than the hairs· of My head," should be persecuted without a cause ~
And in that He Himself hath suffered being tried, He is able to succour
them that are tried. Thus, referring to what His people must expect
at the hand of an ungodly world-" if they have persecuted Me, they
will also persecute you "-how blessedly does He take up that people's
cause, !lS when appearing to Saul, who was bent on persecuting the
followers of Christ, He said, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou ME ~ "
How great the change when that same Saul wrote the words, " Grace
be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity." '\Thence
could arise the difference ~ The Saviour Himself gives us the key
when speaking of the persecution which His followers must expect.
He declared, " These things will they do unto you because they knew
not Him that sent Me." In the one case death reigns in the heart; in
the other, "we know that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren." "And this is life eternal, that they may know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent."
Princes have persecuted Me-how true in the case of Herod: "Herod
will seek the young Child to destroy Him," and in all that the blessed
Saviour ml'~ with at the hand of man till He exclaimed, " It is finished."
Of the princes of the world it is written, " Which none of the princes of
this world knew; for had they known it, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory"; but" the kings of tile eartll set themselves, and
the rulers took counsel together against the Lord, and against His
Christ." Notwithstanding all, He could say,'" My heart has the
highest regard, the most reverentialllffecti()n for Thy word," combined,
moreover, with the highest joy, for it is addedVerse 162. "I rejoice at Thy·twrd, as one that findeth great spoils."
See an instance of it as recorded in Acts ii. 26-" I foresaw the Lord
always before my face, for He is on my right hand, that I should not
be moved; therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad."
Thy word here signifies, as elsewhere, Thy purposes, pr9mises, etc.
And here again we have Jesus rejoicing-" In that hour Jesus rejoiced
in spirit, and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven. and earth;
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that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, aud hast
revealed them unto babes; even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
Thy sight." "As one that findeth great spoils." "The kingdom of
heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field, the which when a man hath
found he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath
aqd buyeth that field." The treasure there is the Churcil of God, that
sheep over which the shepherd rejoiceth more than of the ninety and
nine which went not astray. These spoils aTe spoken of bv our Lord
in connection with His binding the strong man armed; for when a
stronger than he shall come upon him and overcome him, he taketh
from him all his armour \vherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.
Verse 163. "Falsehood I hate and abhor,. Thy law I love." Falsehood here, as opposed to the law of God, not only includes the sin of
lying in co=on conversation, but false doctrine, everything contrary
to the truth of the Word of God, with all false worship, superstition,
and idolatry. As so utterly opposed to God, what must have been
the intensity of hatred in the heart of "the Holy One of God" to
these things! Yea, upon whom does He pronounce so solemn a woe
as on the ceremonial religionists of the time. Woe unto you. How
can ye escape the damnation of hell 1 The publicans and the harlots
go into the kingdom of Heaven before 'you. These are solemn words,
but spoken by Him Whose Name is Love, and Who is verily" the
Prince of Peace."
Verse 164. "Seven times a day do I praise Thee because of Thy
righteous judgments." In looking again at the Lord Jesus in this Psalm,
see here the number of rest, especially after labour. It indicates, does
the number seven, completeness that can be rested in. The seventh
day, the seve!1th year, and the seventh seventh year were periods of
rest and satisfied joy. The candlestick had seven lamps. "Prepare
me seven bullocks and seven rams" Indeed, seven may properly be
called the number of completeness. When man by his sin ruins that
which God had made perfect, and it becomes necessary for Him to
make all things new, then we read of an eighth day. See Lev. xxvi. 18;
Prov. xxiv. 16, xxvi. 25; 1 Sam. ii. 5. The righteous judgments here
spoken of are either God's just decrees (as Horne), or His judgments
on the enemies of His Church, as Rev. xviii. 20, xix. 1, 2, etc.
Verse 165. "Much peace 'is to them who 1000e Thy law, and to them is
no stumbling-block." The peace here includes prosperity, especially,
says Gill, ,inward peace; peace in Christ, and from Him. This belongs
to those who love the law, or, as the Arabic renders it, the name of Godit is a peace that passes understanding, is the legacy of Christ, and is
connected with all that J ehovah is in Himself and is to His people.which we are to understand by His Name. To them there shall be
nothing that shall cause them to be offended and depart out of the
good ways of God, which is the case with mere professors. See Matt:
xiii. 21. They neither stumble at the Word nor the doctrines of it,
they see their way and what lies in it, and so ,avoid that at which they
might stumble (1 John ii. 10), although, alas! they find that unleSs

•

•

.'

420

The Gospel M agazsne

held by the Lord's hand they do faiL Nevertheless, even at such times,
they can say, "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall, I
shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a,light unto me:'
. THE LATE REV. C. H. SPURGEON: "A RANK CALVINIST."
"I WAS reading the other day a book containing the life of a very
excellent Primitive Methodist minister, and I was greatly amused to
find in his diary an allusion to myself. He says, 'Went to Stroud to
hear Mr. Spurgeon; he is a rank Calvinist, but a good man.' I was
pleased to find that I was a good man, and I was equally pleased to
find'that I was a rank Calvinist; and when I came to review the book
I was obliged to say that our brother was quite correct about my being
a rank Calvinist, and we believed that he was one, too, now that he
has gone to heaven. They are all Calvinists there, every soul of
them. They may have been Arminians on earth: thousands and
millions of them were;, but they are not after they get there, for
here is their song, 'Salvation unto our God Which sitteth upon thethrone.' That is all my Calvinism. I am sure that is what Calvin
preached; what Augustine preached; what Paul preached; what
Christ would have us preach; and this is what they sing in heaven,
, Salvation unto our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb.' They sing in heaven that it was God that planned
salvation; 'twas God that ordained them to salvation; 'twas God
that gave them salvation; 'twas the Lamb that brought them salvation; 'twas all of God that that salvation was carried on, and all of
God that their salvation was ever perfected. They do not, one of them,
say, 'Stop, now; salvation unto our God. Yes; but still free-will.
had a hand in it.' Oh! no, no, no; there never was a soul in heaven
that ever throught that. They all feel, when they get there, that
although God never violated their free-wills, yet He made them
willing in the day of His power, and that it was His free grace that.
brought them to come and love the Saviour. . . . This is how they
sing in heaven, then. It is salvation-salvation all of grace; salvation
of which the glory, from first to last, must all be given to God, and to
God alone. They exclude themselves. They give no boasting to
themselves. ,They do not say, 'Salvation unto our better nature;
salvation to our choicer grace.' No, no; but all unto the Lord, all
unto the Lord from first to last. Well, brethren, some of us will not
have to change our note much wben we get there, for that has been
the burden of our song here; it has been the theme of our ministry
from our youth up, 'Salvation is of the Lord.' We have learned it,
somewhere in the same college as that in which Jonah learned that,
old Calvinistic theology. He had to go into the whale's belly to
learn it, and when he eame out he said, 'Salvation is of the Lord.'
... If a sinner is saved, it is God's work that saves him, and God must
have 'all the glory of it."-Spurgeon's Sermon on " The MttlMtwie
Be/ore the Throne," ,No. 3403.
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VICTORY· THROUGH THE WORD.
THIS is the title of the Annual Report of the Scripture Gift Mission, a
Society which exists for the sole object of circulating copies of the
Bible in whole or in part. Since the war began this Society has rendered immense service to the cause of Bible circulation by its colossal
efforts to reach our men figllting for our country, both in the Navy and
in the Army. During the year 1917-1918 alone it has circulated
100,242 Bibles, 919,471 Testaments, and 5,455,236 Gospels, Epistles,
and Psalms, besides many Bible portions, text cards, and Scripture
booklets. Its labours penetrate to every part of the globe. "It must
always be remembered," says the Report, "that millions of people
have received Gospels and Testaments to whom the Bible is an
absolutely new and unknown Book." Who can estimate the blessing
which may resnlt from pntting portions of the Bible into the hands of
our brave men 1 The Gospel Word is the power of God unto salvation
to everyone that believeth. That Word shall not return unto its
Divine Author void. It shall certainly accomplish that which He
.pleases. There is no chance in regard to the results of circulating the
pure Word of God. The gracious purposes of J ehovah must be accomplished. The Scripture Gift Mission has issued special portions of the
Bible for various sections of war works. Amongst these maybe mentioned the Munitions Workers' Testament; the "Daily Portion"
Testament; the Epistles to the Thessalonians for the troops in Greece,
bearing the title, "Lett.ers from Paul the Apostle to the Church at
Thessalonica, now called Salonica"; the Book of Joshua and the
Epistle to the Galatians, together with a map of Palestine, prepared
for distribution among the British forces in Palestine. The Report
states that "the British Flag was planted in Jerusalem by an old
Brighton Sunday Scholar, a member of a well-known Christian family
in the town." The Air Service Testament has been issued for our men
who fight in the air, and the" Active Service" Testament was prepared
for distribution amongst the American troops. Signal blessing has
attended the work.
-For this great work £120 a day is needed. Its secretary, Mr. Francis
C. Brading, asks the speciar prayers of our readers, and he would send
a copy of the Report for sixpence to anyone who would apply to him
at the office, 14, Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.

•

" IF God shuts us up in a situation where no means are possible, we
have a right to pray for what -.'ve want in the absence of all means;
and God is perfectly able to give it to us without means, if it seem
wisest and best to Himself. But in every case ·in which means are available to us their use is commended, and the poor fanatic who
neglects them and petulantly cries for what he wants dishonours God,
grieves rational Christians, and gives occasion to the devil and to his
friends to triumph. "-Dr. A. A. Hodge.
(
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
·DEAR FRIEND,-The needful work of supplying our soldiers and sailors
with Gospel truth is going on steadily, and I hope that other friends
will be stirred up to help us forward. The Lord is blessing the seed
sown, and we rejoice in souls being found of the Lord Jesus. Tracts,
bound volumes, and magazines are needed, and we shall be glad of
more Testaments and Bibles for giving to the men who are constantly
asking fQr them.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
BriJltol, August, 1918.

in .flllemoriam.
THE REV. DAVID CATT.
WE were unable in our issue for August to insert a notice of the sudden
and deeply-lamented Home-call of the REV. DAVID CAT'!'. We do so
now, and express our warm Christian sympathy to his esteemed father,
Mr. D. Catt, and also to his sorrowing mother, his young wife, and two
little. children. The subject of this brief notice was the only son of the
Secretary of the Calvinistic Protestant Union. For many years he
had assisted his father in the important work of this Society. Brought
to know the Lord in early life, he became an earnest Christian worker
at Ram's Episcopal Chapel, London, and subsequently he became an
ordained minister of the Reformed Episcopal Church, and was the
pastor at Gunnersbury for five years. He was a clear expositor of the
Word of God and an able defender of the authenticity and integrity
of Holy Scripture. He took a very keen interest in the manners and
customs of the East, and his costume lectures on Bible subjects greatly
interested alld entranced the soldiers who heard him. At the age of
thirty he had given 1576 lectures on various subjects all over the
country. Very suddenly, on MOllday, July 8th, he was summoned
to· his heavenly home at the early age of thirty-three. His funeral, o~
Thursday; July 11th, was very largely attended, and his early death
is deeply mourned by a very wide circle of puhlic and private friends.

To a true believer, death is but going to Church: from the Church
below to the Church a h o v e . - T o p l a d y . .
•
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lhote!'it an t 15 neon.
SAVED BY A BIBLE.
(A STORY OF '98.)

•

By THE REV. F. J. HAMILTON, D.D.
My first curacy was in the county Wexford. That was the county in
which the rebellion of 1798 reached its height, and where it received its
most crushing defeat. On Vinegar Hill, near the town of Enniscorthy,
the rebels encountered the British forces, and were completely overcome and utterly routed. But the incidents which were specially
remembered and spoken of when I was there were rather connected
with family trials and local or individual sufferings t,han with those
open conflicts and public horrors which the histories have recorded.
These incidents had been handed down from father to son, and were still
fresh in the memories of the people; and it was natural that when I
went about among them, and had many conversations with them, I
should hear of what happened to their grandfathers or great-grandfathers or other relatives in that stirring and terrible time. There
were so many places, too, of sad interest, and so many visible tokens
of tragic scenes, that, in imagination, I could almost live in the past,
and bring up its pictures of horror, or misery, or self-sacrificing devotion,
or sublime heroism, one after another, before the eyes of my mind.
This is not the place, however, to give my varying impressions of"
that wild and fanatical outburst of misguided fury. I would only mention two points which should especially be borne in mind. One is, that
however political and international complications may have contributed
to encourage the movement in its beginning, in its actual working it
took the form which such movements always take in Ireland-it became
a religious war. It- is true that a few Protestants, from one cause and
another, favoured the rebellion; but they were only the exception
that proves the rule, just as the Roman Catholic loyalists were the
exception on the other side. Notwithstanding these anomalous cases
the disaffection was largely instilled into the minds of their flocks, and
fomented and guided afterwards, by the Romish priests, and the aim
which they had in view was not merely the overthrow of English rule,
but the extermination of Irish Protestantism. This was so well known
by the actors in those scenes that with them loyalist and Protestant,
rebel and Romanist, were almost synonymous terms. It was better
understood also by the governing power than it has been since. Rulers
and officials did not make the fatal mistake of fawning upon that
Romanism which is their relentless foe, and slighting that Protestantism
which is their constant friend.
The other point is that the horrors of the rebellion were, to a large
extent, enacted by those who never ontwardly joined the ranks of the
rebels or appeared openly in arms against the British troops. A man
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might be seen some morning digging in his garden, or driving his cow
to pasture, or going along the road in his donkey-cart, or sitting listlessly
over his smoking hearth fire, and there would be nothing in his appear·
ance or manner to tell that he had been engaged the night befol'e in
some cruel raid or awful deed of blood. Yet this was so well known
on the spot and at the time that, when any nightly crime was pel'}letrated, a detachment of soldiers would probably be told off to search
the houses in the locality, to look for traces of the plunder and to arrest
suspected persons. Secret meetings, dark plots; wild enterprises,
carried out under cover of night, seem to have a special fascination for
Celtic human nature; and the more we think of this the more we will
sympathize with the trials of isolated loyalists living in the midst of a
disaffected population.
Now we turn to our story, which will help to illustrate the above
remarks, while it has a more important and special interest of its own,
At the time when the rebellion was at its height it became known
that a small party of dragoons would pass through a certain wild and
lonely district on their way to join their regiment, That was too good
an opportunity for the rebels of the district to lose. They had their
own ways of gaining information, and they found at what part of the
road the soldiers might be expected to be after nightfall. They hastily
threw a lUde barricade across the road in this place, and Ilid themselves
behind it and under the shelter of the walls on each side. They were
armed with whatever weapons they could lay their hands on-blunderbusses, pikes, pitchforks, and scythes. When the darkness of night
fell over the scene they lay, in perfect stillness, waiting for the arrival
of their unsuspecting victims. Soon the soldiers rode up, talking and
laughing, entirely ignorant of the ambuscade into which they were
riding. The barricade, however, brought them to a standstill. At
first they tried to ride over it, but, as that was impossible, they dismounted, intending to drag it out of the way. Each lJlan held his
horse's rein with one hand and some part of the obstacle with the other,
so that he was practically helpless to resist any attack. Just at that
moment the men that were lying in wait for them rushed in upon them
and cut them to pieces, It was not a ,fight; it was a slaughter, terribly
sudden and complete. The rebels stripped the dead bodies of whatever they could conveniently carry, left them lying there on the road,
and hurried off to their own homes.
The men of the regiment were expecting the arrival of their comrades,
but, instead of that, the report came of their tragic death. I=e·
diately the colonel set out with all his men for the spot where the bodies
lay. From that spot he sent out detachments to follow. the fresh footprints to\the surrounding houses, ana to seize any suspicious characters
whom they could find. The men of these detachments were exasperated by the sight of their fallen comrades, and they hastened to carry
out their orders with stern and mthless determination. The reprisals
had come quickly, and those who had shown no mercy the night before
were crying in vain for mercy that day.
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One body of soldiers approached a poor cottage, to which the footprints led them. Some of them were set as a guard around it, the others
went in to search for their prey. There they could only see one old
man, who was evidently too feeble to have taken active part in the
tragedy, but they suspected (as was really the case) that there were
younger men hiding somewhere near. The officer in command began
to question the old man, and to threaten him with severe penalties if
h,e would not disclose the hiding-place of his sons. But suddenly one
of the searchers called out to the officer that he had found a Bible,
and that the family must be Protestants, and that he ought not to
trouble the old man any more. The officer looked at the Bible, felt
sure that it could not be found in the house of a rebel, said that he was
sorry for his mistake and for the annoyance he had caused, and drew
his men away with all speed to prosecute the search in some other
direction. Then the old man called his sons out of their hiding-place,
and told them that the soldiers were gone and that they were safe.
Of course they asked him how it had all happened; and he was nop
long in relating to them how the Book had been found, and how the
soldiers had said that he must be a Protestant, and how they had
apologized to him so politely, and had hurried away as fast as they
could. But h.e said that he could not imagine what the book was, or
how it had come into his house, unless God Almighty Himself had sent
it to save them from death. One of the young men, however, was
able to explain the mystery. He himself had taken it from the pocket
of a dead trooper, and brought it home, not knowing what it was. He
had laid it aside, intending to examine it some day soon, and evidently'
the searchers had found it and it had been the means of saving his
life. But all the same, he said that it was not a book for them to have
under their roof; it was a Protestant Bible, and if " Father" - heard that they had it they would be in worse trouble than they were
when the soldiers came. So he took it up, and was just going to throw
it into the fire, when his father sternly interfered, and said that he
ought to be ashamed of himself even to think of destroying that blessed
Book which had kept the rope from his neck. He said that no priest
nor bishop would persuade him that there was any harm in it, and,
though he was no scholar himself, he would find out some way of hearing what was inside it. His intense earnestness and deep emotion prevailed with his sons, and one of them, who could read a little, consented
to do his best to read it for the others. Time after time, as they had
opportunity, one read and the other two intently listened to the beautiful words of life. Soon the Bible, which under other circumstances
they would have thought it '\ religious duty to bum, became thei" best
treasure and their dearest friend, and the result was the same in their
case as in multitudes of others. The light of God penetrated the
·darkness in which nature and teaching had enshrouded them, and in
His light they saw light. They did not find the Mass, the priest, the
invocation of saints and angels, the penance and the purgatory, the
strange doctrines and the pagan superstitions which they had been
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accustomed to identify with the Christian religion; but they did find
Christ, and He was all in all. They did not hear their Saviour sendIng
them to vain ceremonies, or to the mediation of sinful creatures like
themselves, but they heard Him gently calling the weary and heavy
laden to Himself for rest. And they went each one with his own
burden to the Almighty Burden-bearer, and they found the peace
that fills, t.he joy that satisfies. The change of their hearts was manifested in their lives. They openly joined the Protestants, and became
active supporters of the religion which once they had striven to destroy.
They bore patiently every trial that their new life brought upon them..
They lived in the faith of the Lord Jesus, and died in the full assurauce
of eternal life through Him. And so (as they used to say) they were
twice saved by the Bible--<)nce when it came between them and bodily
danger, and again when it pointed them to the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the \vorld.
It is no wonder that the Book itself was greatly prized by them,
carefully preserved in their family, and handed down to succeeding
generations. It was often seen by my h'iend who gave me the particulars of its remarkable history, which, as far as my memory has served
me, J have recounted here.-The Englisk Churchman.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE recent anniversary of our Hornsey Rise Home was well attended;
the garden was in its summer beauty, and the hearts of the aged pilgrims
were cheered by fellowship with the visitors. The Rev. J. W. Dance,
of Leamington, preached two excellent sermons; a ration tea was
provided, and the ladies held their annual Sale of Work. The proceeds
of the day were larger than for several years past. We invite all
who have not seen this home to pay it a visit, if possible, before the
season closes.
Collections after sermons have been made at Oxford, Tadworth,
Potton, and other places, and the Committee hope that these examples
may be followed by many churches. Financially such aid is useful,
but the chief good is the awakening and sustaining of interest among
the Lord's people in a society which is faithful to distinctive truth
and is a centre to which the Lord's people can freely gather. Literature, giving details of the work in all its branches, and fully illustrated,
is available for distribution, and will be supplied to any friends who
will circulate it. New contributions are being forwarded, but many
more are needed to enable the Committee to maintain and increase
the benefits given to recipients.
The visits paid are often means of grace to almoners and recipients.
The pensioners receive permanent and punctual help. One writes,
"The pension is a fine thing, especially now that everything is so
dear; I am always looking forward for it at the time."

