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CHRIST THE VINE.
" I am the Vine."---JoHN xv. 5.
OUR LORD made th's declaration of Himself in the upper room at
Jerusalem on the night of His betrayal. He had already referred
to the fruit of the vine as an emblem of the blood of the New
Covenant, which He was about to shed for many for the remission
of sins (Matt. xxvi. 27-29). Now He uses the vine as an emblem
of Himself. " I am the Vine," He says to His disciples, " ye are
the branches." In the Old Testament the vine is used as an
emblem of GOD'S ancient people (Psa. lxxx. 8-16). In the New
Testament it is used as an emblem of Israel's MESSIAH. Toplady
writes beautifully on CHRIST the true and living Vine. He says,
"JESUS immutably the same,
Thou true and living Vine,
Around Thy all-supporting stem
My feeble arms I twine.
"Quickened by Thee, and kept alive,
I flourish and bear fruit;
Nly life I from Thy sap derive,
My vigour from Thy root.
"I can do nothing without Thee;
My strength is wholly Thine:
Withered and barren should I be,
If severed from the Vine."
Let CHRIST the Vine be the theme of our meditations, and mar
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the HOLY GHOST Himself enable us profitably to unfold this aspect
of our precious REDEEMER!
1. Ohrist, consid~red in Himself, is a fruitful Yine.
The vine is valued chiefly for its fruit. CHRIST was Himself
abundantly fruitful in all the graces of the Spirit. He was holy,
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. In Him was no
sin. He was full of grace and truth. He abounded in good works.
He " went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed
of the devil" (Acts x. 38). The fruit of the SPIRIT abounded in
His life. All the nine ingredients of that fruit were manifested
by Him in His daily walk and conversation. We read of His love
to the FATHER, and His love to the church (John xiv, 31; Eph. v,
25). We read of the joy which He had in His own soul (John xv.
11; xvii. 13). We read of His peace (John xiv. 27). We read of
His long·suffering (1 Tiro. i. 16). We read of His gentleness,
goodness, faith, and meekness (2 Cor. x. 1; Acts x. 38 ; Heb. ii, 13 ;
Matt. xi. 29). Moreover, the fruit of temperance or self-control
was necessarily manifested by Him Who was the holy One of GOD.
Thus, considered in Himself, CHRIST was a fruitful vine. All His
real living branches, too, owe their being to Him. The being of
the whole Church is the fruit of His atoning work. His frui fulness was such that the FATHER delighted in, and was well pleased
with Him. He lived a perfect life and He is a perfect Example to
His people.
2. He is a life-giving Vine.
He says to His people, "I am the Vine, ye are the branches."
As the branch is one with the stem, a part of it, and in vital union
with it, so believers are one with CHRIST. They are part of Him.
They are in living union with Him. Another figure setting forth
this great tmth is that of the human body. "As the body is one,_
and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body; so also is CHRIST." His people are
the body of CHRIST and members in particular (1 Cor. xii. 12,27).
The branches of the vine owe their life to the parent stem. They
have no life of their own. If severed from the vine they would die.
How true this is of CHRIST'S people! CHRIST is their life. He is.
their life-giver. He says, "I give unto them eternal life.
Through His .sovereign will He bestows life upon His people.
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" As the FATHER raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them;
even so the SON quickeneth whom He will" (John v.21). By
nature we are spiritually dead, but He, by His SPIRIT, the spirit of
life, imparts, to all the members of His mystical body, spiritual
and eternal life. He also continues the life which has been begun.
" I live; yet not I, but CHRIST liveth in me; and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the SON of GOD, Who
loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). Apart from
vital, living union with CHRIST, therefore, we are dead, fruitless
and useless. In vain do we make a fair outward profession.
Unless we are quickened by the HOLY GHOST and vitally united
to CHRIST, we are dead in sin and are destitute of all experimental
knowledge of the blessings of redemption. We are enemies to
GOD. We are under the influence of Satan. We are in the broad
way, and unless Divine grace intervenes, the second death will be
our everlasting portion.
3. Christ is a fruit-produoing Vine.
He says, " He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit" (v. 5). This is a most important declaration.
It teaches us that all without exception who are in living union
with Him are fruitful. It is impossible to abide vitally in Him,
and to have Him abiding in us, without our bearing fruit. No
real living branch can be other than fruitful. No real believer
can be destitute of the fruit of the SPIRIT. Moreover, our LORD
expressly declares that every one who is in living union with Him
"bringeth forth much fruit." All real believers, therefore, not
only bring forth fruit, but they bring forth much fruit. It is no
doubt true that some are more fruitful than others. Some may
bring forth thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundredfold, but
all bring forth much fruit. Let us not hesitate to affirm what the
LORD expressly declares-" the same bringeth forth much fruit."
There is no such thing as a fruitless branch in vital union with the
true Vine. The statement has its solemn side. It indicates that
the absence of fruit means an absence of life. It teaches us that
if we are fruitless we are also rootless, we have no living connection with the Root. "No one can be a branch in CHRIST, and a
living member of His body, wh? does not bear fruit. Vital union
with CHRIST not evidenced by life is an impossibility, and a
blasphemous idea" (Ryle's Expository Thoughts).
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The life and power at CHRIST are indispensable if there is to be
any fruit. " Without Me," He says, "ye can do nothing." The
branch cannot bear fruit of itself. It must be abiding in the vine
if it is to be fruitful. From CHRIST is our fruit found. Without
Him I can do nothing. In Him I can do all things (Phil. iv. 13).
We must be created in CHRIST JESUS unto good works, i.e., if
good works are to be manifested (Eph. ii. 10). While it is true
that all really living believers are fruitful, they are not to be indifferent as to the measure of fruit which they bring forth. Our LORD
rebukes the Church at Ephesus by saying, "I have this against
thee, that thou hast left thy first love." He therefore goes on to
say, "Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works" (Rev. ii.4, 5, R.V.). Such a
rebuke and such an exhortation was designed to convict the
members of that Church of failure in fruitfulness, and to stir them
up to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were called.
The exhortations of the epistles are designed to stir up the living
branches of the Vine, to abound in the fruit of the SPIRIT, and in
the work of the LORD. The Apostle Paul in reference to the
members of the Philippian Church says, "This 1 pray, that your
love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; . . . being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are
by JESUS CHRIST, unto the glory and praise of GoD" (Phil. i. 9, 11).
For the Colossian saints, the same Apostle prays that they
" might walk worthy of the LORD unto all pleasing, being fruitful
in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of GOD;
strengthened with all Inight, according to His glorious power,
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness" (Col. i. 10, 11).
It follows, therefore, that the Word of GOD applied by the SPIRIT,
and earnest prayer are means through which the branches of the
Vine are stimulated and enabled to bear much fruit. Fruitfulness
glorifies GOD, and proves that we are CHRIST'S disciples. "Herein
is My FATHER glorified, that ye bear much fruit; EO shall ye be
My disciples," i.e., so shall ye be seen to be My disciples (John
xv. 8).
It is no credit to us if we are fruitfu'. The glory belongs to GOD.
It is He Who sent His Spirit to bring us into living union with
the Vine. He therefore is the ultimate source of our spi itual
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life and or the measure of fruit which we bring forth. "He that
glorieth, let him glory in the LORD."
4. Christ is a Vine Whose branches are under the care of the Divine
Husbandman.
Our LORD says, "I am the true Vine, and My FATHER is the
Husbandman" (v. 1). The second verse shows that the word
'-' husbandman " is used in the sense of vine-dresser, the one who
dresses, trims, prunes, and cultivates vines. The branches of the
true Vine are thus under the care of the D;vine Husbandman.
He deals with the non-fruitful branches. "Every branch in Me
that beareth not fruit He taketh away." We have seen that all
branches or believers who are in real vital union with CHRIST bring
iorth much fruit (v. 5). A non-fruitful believer is an impossibility.
It follows therefore that the non-fruitful branches referred to in
verse 2 represent mere professors. A branch might be connected
with a vine by a merely mechanical process, and yet might have
no vital connection with the stem. So, many are only outwardly
and nominally in union with CHRIST. They have a name to live,
but they are in reality dead in sin. They have neither part nor
lot with CHRIST. They know nothing of the new birth and of
reconciliation with GoD. Such are necessarily fruitless. "A
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit" (Matt. vii. 18). The heavenly Husbandman
deals judicially with fruitless branches. "He taketh (them)
away." He separates them from even nominal connection with
the vine. He may do this pa;rtly now by persecution, which causes
the professor to fall away from nominal union with CHRIST. But
the final and complete removal of mere professors is reserved for
the end of the age. Then the angels will gather out of CHRIST'S
kingdom " all things that offend and them which do iniquity, and
shall cast them into a furnace of fire" (Matt. xiii. 41, 42). Then
it is that the axe will be laid to the root of fruitless trees, and they
will be hewn down and cast into the fire. Mark these solemn
words, "Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire" (Matt. vii. 19; John xv. 6). The
doctrine of the blessedness of all who die on the field of battle finds
no favour with CHRIST, and is utterly repugnant to the plain teaching of Scripture. If we reject the teaching of Scripture in regard
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to the punishment of the wicked, we must also 10gically reject its
teaching in regard to the blessedness of the righteous, Writing
of John xv. 6, Bishop J. C. Ryle says, "That there is a hell, and
that GOD can punish, seems plainly taught in this verse."
But the heavenly Husbandman also deals with the fruitful
branches of the Vine. "Every branch that beareth fruit, He
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit" (v, 2), The word
" purgeth" means "to cleanse," and is used here to denote
the cleansing or pruning of trees from useless shoots. The obj ect
of this pruning is to make the branch more fruitful. So the
heavenly Husbandman watches over and deals with the living
branches of the true Vine. GOD'S children are under Parental
control and discipline. They are brought up, controlled, governed,
guided, restrained; and checked by Him. They are pruned,
checked, controlled, and restrained partly by the Word. The
Word gives right ideas about sin and righteousness, truth and
error, and thus it cleanses away from the mind those erroneous
thoughts, ideas, and apprehensions which hinder the growth of
abundant fruit. The Psalmist says, "Thy word have I hid in
mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee" (Psa. cxix. 11).
The Word thus helps to preserve GOD'S people from sin, and
promotes spiritua' fruitfulness. The LORD said to His disciples
after Judas had gone out, "Now yeare clean through the Word
which I have spoken unto you." The truths which CHRIST had
spoken to them had a cleansing, a purifying, a sanctifying effect
upon them, and it would influence them to bring forth more fruit.
The heavenly Husbandman also uses daily crosses and trials
as a means of purging or pruning the branches of the Vine. These
give opportunity for the fruit of courage, self-control, patience,
longsuffering, gentlene,s, love, joy, peace, and faith. The unexpected crossing of our plans, the disappointments and the delays
which occur so often, test our faith and give opportunity for its
manifestation. A tradesman's delay in sending the promised
goods, the failure of a friend to answer a letter, the unpunctuality
of a servant or a ftiend, are tests of patience, longsuffering, joy,
and gentleness. Our irritability and· impatience under such
circumstances show how much we fail, and often stimulate prayer
that the LORD would enable us to take things meekly and as from •
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Him. The Apostle Paul had learnt, in whatsoever state he was,
therewith to be <{onteJit. Through CHRIST Who strengthened him
he knew both how to be abased' and how to abound.
Every fruitbearing branch is pruned that it may bring forth
more fruit. The purging, the pruning, the discipline, are all
the outcome of Divine love. "Whom the LORD loveth He
chasteneth." No such dealings of the LORD with His people seem
to be joyous.' They are felt, and they are grievous, but afterward
there is yielded the peaceable fruit of righteousness by them who
are exercised thereby (see Hebrews xii. 6-11). Be it ours then
to receive the varying circumstances of each day as from the hand
of our great Husbandman. The things that happen are not by
chance. They are His appointments.
Paul was a prisoner of the LORD. The Roman Emperor and
his subordinates were only second causes. The heavenly Husbandman loves to see abundant fruit in the branches of the vine. Hence
His tender pruning. If He is the Vine-dresser all will go well
with the branches. May we rejoice that we are under His care,
and beware of kicking against His holy restraints.
5. Finally, note that Christ is "the true Vine."
He says, "I am the tnle VINE." He is "the true LIGHT"
(John i. 9), "the true BREAD" (John vi. 32), "the true VINE"
(John xv. 1), "the true GOD" (1 John v. 20) and" the faithful
and true WITNESS" (Rev. iii. 14). He is the only VINE. There
is no other source of life and fruitfulness. If we are not in living
union with Him, we are utterly dead whatever our profession.
Blessed are they who have the 'comforting assurance that they
are living branches of the true VINE. Such can say with Toplady,
" Upon my leaf, when parched with heat,
Refreshing dew shall drop;
The plant which Thy right hand hath set,
Shall ne'er be rooted up. ,
" Each moment watered by Thy care,
And fenced with power Divine,
Fruit to eternal life shall bear
The feeblest branch of Thine! ",
THE EDiTOR.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, N orlolk.

376

The Gospel Magazine

THE SON OF MAN LIFTED UP.
" And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the w17derness, even so must
the Son of rIUln be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have eternalli,'e."-JoHN iii. 14, 15.

OUR Lord knew all about the wilderness experiences of His people.
He knew that their soul was much discouraged because of the
way as they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red
Sea. He knew of their murmurings against God and against
Moses, and of the fiery serpents which the Lord sent amongst them
as a chastisement. He knew also of their penitential acknowledgment of their sin, and of the means of delivemnce from deat,h
which the Loid in answer to prayer prescribed for them. The
serpent of brass was made and put upon a pole, " And it came to
pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the
serpent of brass he lived" (Num. xxi. 4-9). All this was known
to the Lord Jesus. He was the Angel of the Covenant Who
" went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the
way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go
by day and night" (Exod. xiii. 21). Thus He knew their trials,
heard their murmurings, chastened them for their sins, and yet
in mercy and grace provided a way of escape from the death which
their sin deserved. That same voice which commanded Moses to
•
make a fiery serpent, and promised healing and life to those who
looked at it, speaks again to Nicodemus, and through him to us.
He now has in mind the spiritual needJ of all the elect people of
God, both Jew and Gentile, and He points to Himself, lifted up
on the cross, as the Divine and gracious means of delivering all
His believing people from eternal death, and bringing them into
the enjoyment of eternal life. To Him Moses was an historical
person, Israel's experience in the wilderness was an historical
fact, the incident of the brazen serpent was really true, and the
book of Numbers 'which records it is a part of those inspired
Scriptures which cannot be broken. Moreover, the brazen serpent
lifted up on the pole was a type of Himself about to be lifted up
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on the cross. Our Lord refers to his being lifted up on three
different occasions in John's Gospel. He speaks of its necessity
(iii. 14), of the human agents who would accomplish it (viii. 28),
and of the wonderful results which would follow (xii. 32). The
lifting up of Christ on the cross is a fact which concerns the
awakened sinner. It also concerns the advanced saint. The
atoning blood is needed for both. To the end of the chapter the
believing readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will need to rest on
the merits of the lifted up Saviour, and they will never tire of
saying, "Unto. Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God
and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen" (Rev. i. 5, 6). Let us then go forth to Him afresh without
the camp. Let us gaze afresh on the Face of Christ our passover
Lamb. Let us behold the Son of Man lifted up on that tree of
curse, and as we behold Him hanging there for us, let us call to
mind our sins which nailed Him thereon, and the Covenant purposes, the Covenant faithfulness, the Covenant grace, and the
Covenant love which arranged for our salvation from their merited
penalty.
" This Covenant stood, ere time began,
That God with men might dwell ;
Etemal wisdom drew the plan,
In all things ordered well.
"This Covenant, 0 believer, stands,
Thy rising fears to quell;
Sealed by thy Surety's bleeding hands,
In all things ordered well."
1. The Son of man was lifted up of necessity.

" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of man be lifted up." It was necessary that He should
be lifted up on the cross. It was needful that He should die.
He must needs be lifted up because the Father had decreed and
purposed the death of His only-begotten and well-beloved Son.
He is the Lamb "Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world" to be the Redeemer of His people. He was
delivered to death by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God. He was bruised on the cross because it pleased the Father
that it should be so. Not by chance but according to Divine
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purpose He died (See 1 Pet. i. 19, 20; Acts ii. 23 ; .Isa. liii. 10).
He must needs be lifted up because He Himself had undertaken
to be the Surety of His people. He came on purpose to give His
life a ransom instead of many. He must needs be lifted up so
that the predictions of the Old Testament concerning His death
might be accomplished, and so that all the sacrificial types might
be fulfilled. He Himself said, " Ought not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into His glory?" "All things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me." "It behoved
Christ to mffer, and to rise from the dead the third day" (Luke
:xxiv. 26, 44, 46). He came to do the Father's will as expressed
in the Covenant of grace, and foretold in the Scriptures of truth,
and He went forward to Jerusalem in order that " all things that
are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man should be
accomplished" (Luke xviii. 31). His meat was to do the will of
Him that sent Him. He had full power to avert the suffer:ngs
which came upon Him, but He said, " How then shall the Scriptures
be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" (Matt. :xxvi. 54). l\loreover,
He must needs be lifted up if His people were to be saved. Unless
He had taken their place and died in their stead they would all
have perished. "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit"
(John xii. 24). It is only through His death that He shall see of
the travail of His soul, and be satisfied with the sight of all the
members of His mystical body gathered around Him in heavenly
glory. Without the shedding of His blood, without His death,
without His being lifted up there could be no remission of sin, no
salvation, no deliverance from the wrath to come. Blessed be
God that He was content to be delivered into the hands of wicked
men, and to be crucified and slain that we might be saved. Can
we ever cease to praise Him for His redeeming grace?
" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
Think of it.

"He loved me and gave Himself for me."
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" When jnstice, by our SillS provoked,
Drew forth its dreadful sword,
He gave His soul up to the stroke
Without a murmuring word.
" He sank beneath our heavy woes,
To raise us to His Throne;
There's ne'er a gift His hand bestows,
But cost His heart a groan.
" This was compassion like a God,
That when the Saviour knew
The price of pardon was His blood,
His pity ne'er withdrew." (Watts.)
Not for sins of His Own, but for the transgression of His people,
was He stricken. He Himself did no sin. He was holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners. He is a Lamb without
blemish and without spot. For thee, 0 believing reader, He
died. For the Church He gave Himself an offering and a sacrifice
to God. He offered Himself without spot to God that He might
purge the conscience of His people from dead works to serve the
iiving God.
2. The Son of man was lifted up from the grave.
The expression " lifted up " clearly points to the manner of His
death. He says, "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto 1\'[e. This He said, signifying what death He should
die" (John xii. 32, 33). He knew that His death would be by
crucifixion. They would pierce His hands and His feet with the
nails used in that terrible form of death. He would be lifted up
on the cross as the serpent was lifted up on the pole. Following
His death came His burial, but God raised Him from the grave.
His resurrection was another lifting up. It was a marvellous
exhibition of Divine power. It proved that He had exhausted
the penalty of sin due to His people, that Divine justice had been
satisfied, and that therefore the eternal justification of His people
had been secured. He Who was delivered to death because of'
our offences, was raised again because He had by His death secured
our justification. The God of peace brought again from the dead
that great Shepherd of the sheep. A Conqueror over death our
mighty Saviour rose, and His resurrection is the pledge of the
resurrection to eternal glory of all His redeemed people.
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" , The Lord is risen indeed,'
Then hell has lost his prey;
With Him is risen the ransomed seed
To reign in endless day."
Blessed be God, we have a risen, a living Saviour.
3. The Scm of man was lifted ttp to the throne.
Not only from the dead did God His Father lift Rm, but He
set Him at His Own right hand in the heavenly places, and hath
put all things under His feet, and hath given Him to be the Head
over all things to the Church which is His body. He was by the
right hand of God, exalted or lifted up to the throne (Acts ii. 33,
34). God hath highly exalted or lifted Him up, and hath given
Him a name which is above every name (Phi!. ii. 9). There He
is, then, on the right hand of the throne of God, "Angels and
authorities and powers being made subject unto Him." ·All
authority is given unto Him in heaven and in earth.' The Father
hath given all things into His hand. What cannot He do, then,
for thee, 0 weak, timid, and tried believer ~ Is anything too hard
for Him ~ He is able to save to the uttermost them that come
unto God by Him. Art thou a comer unto God ~ Hast thou
difficulties to be solved, dangers and perils to be averted, needs
to be supplied ~ Be not fearful or anxious about any of them.
He, thy omnipotent Saviour, is on the throne, and He is equal
to thy case. " In that He Himself hath suffered being tempted,
He is able to succour them that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 18). "Even
before we have opened to Him our distress, He is already making
arrangements for our help, regarding our very uneasiness as a
cry to Him, and giving ear to our inward groanings" (F. W.
Kntmmacher). How wonderfully and how surprisingly He works
on behalf of His believing people.! There is not one amongst
them but could bear testimony to His power, His faithfulness,
His mercy, His grace.
" He lives-to bless me with His love,
He lives-to plead tor me above,
He lives-my hungry soul to feed,
He lives-to help in time of need."
4. The Son of man was lifted ttp that all His people might be lifted
ttp too.
By nature they are in the pit of corruption. They are in the
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horrible pit of sin, and are in danger of sinking into the pit of hell.
But He was lifted up on the cross in their room and stead, that
they might not perish in hell but have eternal life in heaven. It
was His design and purpose that all His people should be drawn
unto Him, and saved through faith in His atoning death on the
cross. He says, "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto Me" (John xii. 32). It would be contrary to other
parts of Scripture to understand these words of all men without
exception. We must therefore explain them to mean all men
without distinction of race, age, or sex, all sorts of men. In other
words, the Lord here announces that it is His purpose to draw
unto Himself all the sheep given to Him by the Father, all those
who had been chosen in Him before the foundation of the world.
He had previously said, " All that the Father giveth Me shall come
to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out"
(John vi. 37). Thus the Lord Jesus was lifted up on the cross
in order that He might secure the eternal salvation of all the elect
people of God. He Who has been lifted up will draw them unto
Himself. This implies that He would, by His Spirit, quicken
them, raise them up from spiritual death, make them conscious
of their sin and peril, make them concerned about their salvation
from the wrath to come. It implies that He would make them
feel the burden and bitterness of sin, and lead them to come to
Him for rest and pardon and peace. It implies that He would
work in them that great change of mind called repentance, so
that they would be drawn from the far country into which they
had wandered, and return to that God against Whom they had
sinned. It implies that He would lead them to behold Him as
their holy Substitute Who had been lifted up for their sins, and
that they would come to Him, and through Him to the F,ather,
for that forgiveness, reconciliation, and justification which they
needed. These blessings He would dispense to them. Him hath
God exalted or lifted up to the throne that He might be " a Prince
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins" (Acts v. 31). Blessed be God, He has undertaken not only
to redeem by His blood, but to bestow that repentance, faith,
and forgiveness, by which we come into the enjoyment of those
great and unspeakable ble3sings which He procured by His
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precious blood. And what encouragement He gives to all seeking
and longing souls! He tells them that He was lifted up "that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life."
"Whosoever," yes, whosoever thou art that doth believe on,
lean on, trust in Him, shall not perish but have everlasting life.
Whether thou art high or low, rich or poor, a great sinner or a
sinner in lesser degree, if through the infinite mercy and grace of
God thou dost come to Christ and lean on His blood and righteousness as the sole ground of thy justification, thy sins, which are
many, shall be forgiven, thou shalt be manifested as a reconciled
child of the living God, thou shalt be saved from an eternal hell,
and thou shalt be brought to the blessedness of an eternal heaven.
Thy almighty and exalted Saviour will raise thee up from the
dust, lift thee up from the dunghill, set thee amongst princes, and
make thee to inherit the throne of glory (1 Sam. ii. 8). He will
bring thee into the enjoyment of spiritual life now, and give thee
daily strength to walk in the narrow way, and eventually He will
come for thee and exalt thee, and lift thee up to the mansions of
bliss and to the unspeakable happiness of that eternal life which
will be enjoyed in heaven. Be glad then, and rejoice that He
was lifted up on the cross, from the grave and to the throne, and
see in His exaltation the blessed pledge of thine own.
THE EDITOR.
Whitington Vicarage,

Stoke Fe'Try, Norfolk.
JESUS suffered, having done nothing worthy of death; we shall
be glorified, having done nothing worthy of life. Our sins were laid
upon Him, therefore He fell; His righteousness will be laid upon us,
therefore we shall arise. When Jesus cried upon the cross, "It is
finished," He had done, said, and felt nothing before heaven or earth
that deserved death; and when we 'shall he acquitted at the judgment
seat, we shall have done, said, and thought nothing that will be worthy
of eternal life. Our sins were on, not in, Him; His righteousness is
on, not in, us. As it was just in God to let forth the expressions of
His wrath upon the innocent Sin·bearer, it \V;ll be but just in God to
let forth the expressions of His love upon the guilty righteousnesswearers. As He was made sin for uS and in our stead, so we are made
righteousness by Him, or His righteousness is imputed unto us.Dr. Gumming.
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l~apets.

WELLSPRINGS.
Tlwu art all lair, my love; there is no spot in thee."-SONG iv. 7.

"THE Song of Songs, which is Solomon's"! are the words which
usher us into this Holy of Holies, there to be favoured to hear the
nuptial song of the Heavenly Bridegroom over His Bride, and to " go
ior~h " with the" daughters of Zion, and behold King Solomon with
the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his
espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart."
The Heavenly Spouse has been enumerating all the charms and
-delights found in His Bride, and particularizing each of Her
excellencies and characteristics. She is "fair" and she has" doves'
eyes"; her" hair is as a flock of goats"; her" teeth are like a Back
{)f sheep that are even shorn"; her" lips like a thread of scarlet" ;
her "speech is comely"; her" temples are like a piece of a pomegrauate within her locks"; her "neck is like the tower of David
builded for an armoury"; her" two breasts are like two young roes
that are twins, which feed among the lilies."
And then He turns aside as it were, breaks with a panse this love
song, and says, "Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, I
will get me to the mountains of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense."
'Would she know whither He retires and the reason why? Ah! the
Sin-Bearer knew, and knew only what those nights of darkness and
loneliness meant! He knew in all its bitter agony what the mountain
-ofmyTrh,and the hill of hankincense in substitutionary sacrifice, would
mean! 'Vhen, literally "every man went to his own house," and
" Jesus went to the mount of Olives," that is to tell us a little of what
He suffered. The discomfort and homelessness were enough to make
us weep, as we consider what He suffered from privation, and denial
{)f even the smallest earthly comforts. Yet He was Maker, Lord, and
Governor of all heaven and earth, and had all things at His disposal.
But these nights upon the dewy mountains were spent in pouring out
His soul unto His Father; in setting His face like a flint. For the
joy set before Him He endured all the curse and shame, and bare in
His human frame all which the Father was pleased to put upon Him.
"Nor will I quit my mountain through the night '
Of time, of persecution, or of death,
Until the shadows flee, and endless day
Breaks forth, in glory, on myself and thee.
Come then, my love, a.nd in my mountain stay,

However dark thy mind or sad thy state,
Dntil I manifest myself to Thee,
And call Thy graces into exercise."
And then as He sees of the travail of His soul and is satisfied; as
He can cry to the Father, " It is finished," He can declare to the Bride
'whom He has died to purchase, "Thou art all fair, my love; there is
26
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no spot in thee." He would sum up all her excellencies thus-" all
fair." She is brought under His magnifying glass as it were, and
focussed in-one declaration of delight and perfection. All/air! And
the Father and His Well-Beloved Son alone know at what a cost this
has come about. The Church herself pleads, "I am black-as the
tents of Kedar." "Look not upon me because I am black, becanse
the sun hath looked upon me." And He allows her in trnth to declare
it, aud of her, in her unregeneracy, He says as He views her in "the
ruin of the Fall, " From the sole of the foot, even unto the head, there
is no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises and putrefying sores;
they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with
ointment." But He has stood in the breach, He has made Himself
to be -sin "Vho knew no sin, He has borne the curse of the law, and
became surety for this stranger to grace and to God, and He has redeemed her from under the curse, and Himself satisfied the ntmost
rigour of the law of Divine Justice, and suffered the Just for the unjust,
that He nright bring her to God. That is how He can declare, " Thou
art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." That is the Divine
secret. She is wrapped about with the mantle of love, and clothed iu
the garments of salvation, and covered with the robe of His imputed
righteousness. He sees her as altogether comely for the comeliness
which He has put upon her. She is clothed and entire-wanting
nothing! He has brought forth "the best robe" and decked her iu
her wedding garment, the one and only suitable and acceptable robe
for presentation at court. It was purchased for her by the only cost
that would be accepted in Heaven's High Court of Justice, even the
precious blood of Jesus the spotless Lamb of God. It was procured
on Calvary, and its Divine covering blots out once and for ever, all
sin, small or great, from the all-seeing eye of God. There is not
one stain, 01' defect. The Father cannot find a flaw. The preciousblood of God's Own Lamb washed it all away, and our Divine Lord in
the approval of the unparalleled Sacrifice, cast all the sins of Hispeople into the depths of the sea aud behind His back. We say it
in all reverence, God cannot turn Himself round to look for them, and
in the depths of the sea He call1lot find them. For
" Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Snrety's Hand
And then again at mine."
In Jesus she is washed, pardoned, reconciled, redeemed, and received._
In Jesus, the Father sees her perfect and complete and with no spot,
wrinkle, or any such thing against her. She is clad in the righteousness of God. She is called after His name, "The Lord our righteousness." He stood alone whe~e she would have stood eternally, and
now in her Living Head she can sing with dear Doddridge to her glorious.
Redeemer of His
" . . . matcWess grace,
That coJls a. worm 'l'hine own ;

Gives me among Thy saints a place
To make Thy glories known.
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Allied to Thee, our vital Head,
We act, a.nd grow, and thrive;

From Thee divided, each is dead
When most he seems alive.
Oh I may my faith each hour derive
Thy Spirit with delight;
While death and hell in vain shall strive
This bond to disunite.
Thou the whole body will present
Before Thy Father's Face!
Nor shall a wrinkle or a BPOt
Its beauteous form disgrace."

Oh, beloved reader, has this glorious declaration been made to and
of you ~ Is yours the comeliness and beauty put upon you, and as
"the King's daughter" are you "all glorious within" with your
garments of "wrought gold " ~
There is a solemn declaration of those who are vessels of wrath fitted
for destruction-" Their spot is not the spot of his children." But,
oh! if in His mercy and matchless love He has shown in you the
exceeding riches of His grace, and marked you with that bloQli-sealed
Covenant sign, and you can" lift up your face without spot," as claiming the work and merits of thy Living Redeemer, then happy and thrice
blessed indeed is thy portion. If your name has been enrolled in the
Lamb's Flock Book, in marks of indelible blood, then whilst it can
never be erased, there can alBO never be anything against you. "Always," says an old writer-I. Case-" when upon earth there must be
an abatement of the excellencies of the Church of God-QQd puts an
, Howbeit' (2 Chron. 32. 31), a ' nevertheless' (Neh. xiii. 26, and Rev_
ii. 4), a' but' (1 Cor. x. 5), a' notwithstanding' (Rev. ii.14, etc.), "but
there will be nothing of that
, When we stand before the Throne,
Clad in vesture not our own.' "

All the graces, gifts, and excellencies in their all-excellent, all-worthy
Redeemer, are declared, and nothing of their sins, and blemishes,
failures, and shortcomings is brought up against them! The Father
delights to honour the work and merits of His Well-Beloved Son, and
the Son rejoices over His "goodly heritage" and "the work of His
Own hands" in the midst of His Own selected, gathered, and eternallyblessed congregation, giving praise and presenting them to His Father
as precious jewels! as the holy Bride of His heart, saying, "Behold
Me and the children whom Thou hast given Me."
H

0 righteous }"'lather, see

In spotless robes arrayed,
Thy chosen gifts of love to me,
Before the worlds were made.
By new creation Thine,

By purpose and by grace,
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By right of full redemption, mine,
Faultless before Thy face.
As Thou hast loved me
So hast Thou loved them;
Thy precious jewels they shall be
My glorious diadem."

And to His Own Church, the Bride of His heart, He will rejoicingly
exclaim, "Thou art ALL fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." Thou
art comely with the comeliness that I have put upon thee.

R.

Sermonf3 nnb N otel.> of .$ermOlll.>.
THE LORD'S REMNANT.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES OmIISTON
AT ST. i\'[ARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" I will also leave in the midst of thee an affiicted and poor people, and
they shall trust in the name of the Lord."-ZEPH. iii. 12.

THIS is a very dear passage to my own heart, dear friends; it seems
to take in the spiritual condition of God's most needy and afllicted
people, and I love those people, and more and more as I myself become
more afflicted and poor. We ought to profit increasingly by what
God sees fit to appoint for us of affliction and poverty. God knows
best, I say that again and again, and you also probably say so in the
privacy of your hearts. My Father knows best when and how to
afflict, how to appoint the poverty of His people and sanctify it, and
make it profitable and helpful.
At this time, between six and seven hundred years before Christ,
God was chastening His people, and there was a remnant found by
Him in the Church, by Him Who knew, as He now does, what is in
man. It is a very humbling thing of which to be conscious that God
knows the heart-the condition of the heart. Here God was dealing
with men in two divisions or classes-and this was by no means the
first occasion-those who believed in His Name and those who believed
not. Turn with me to Exodus viii. 23: "And I will put a division
between My people and thy people," that is what the Lord spake by
His servant Moses to proud, self-righteous Pharaoh, and if you look
in the margin you find the translators tell us that the word" division"
may be translated" redemption." Now it is just exactly that which
God has done spiritually with His Church and the world. There are
only two classes recognized by the great Searcher of human hearts.
There is a dividing line between the two divisions, and it may be
spoken of as a blood-red line. The blood of Christ-His atonementseparates the two classes of men: believers on the one hand, unbelievers
on the other. Tbe blood makes the difference; redemption is all in
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all in the matter, it characterizes all His dealings with the Church,
and negatively with the world. The world lieth in the wicked one;
God on the other hand will have a people taken ont of the world,
separated from the world by omnipotent grace. How simple these
things are when we keep close to the Word of God, and add not to it
the word of man, but are perfectly satisfied with the written Word
of God. These people are mentioned as secure from condemnation
and all ill beside, in time and eternity. They are the people of God
living in an evil age and living among unbelievers, but God in face
of these difficulties says, "I will also leave in the midst of thee an
affiicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the
I~ord." They shall no longer remain what by nature they wereunbelievers; grace makes all the difference. May we pause here,
dear friends, and each ask himself, Knowest thou the Lord's searching ~ "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whom I will have compassion "-neither more
nor fewer; all is dependent on the will not of man but of God. So
God always maintains His Own line, He is not dependent on man,
nor men, nor the Church, nor the Churches of the world. God is His
Own final will in decreeing what He will do. "I will have mercy on
whom I will have mercy," let that satisfy us. Let us be concerned
to know if He has had quickening and adopting mercy on each one
of us in particular; take nothing for granted, it is vital and eternal;
if we err here, we err altogether. How important it is that we receive
the Gospel in the power of it.
"I will also leave in the midst of thee an afllicted and poor people."
God will not forsake His people, far from that. This is another leaviug
altogether. Turn to the New Testament, John xiv. 27: "Peace I
leave with you, My peace I give unto you." So He says in substance
in our text. So faT from forsaking th(jSe, He watches oveT them with
holy jealousy and perfect care. The Lord never yet did forsake one
of His chosen people, and that is one of the few things that the God
of Truth can not do, He can not forsake one of His people, not the
most unworthy of His people, for none of them is worthy. Is there
one here to·night who Tealizes this in the light of God's countenance '1
one who feels himself the chief of sinners on whom God has had mercy,
because for Jesus' sake He would have mercy, and who is numbered
. with His saved people; an heir of glory, a grateful, praiseful heir of
glory ~ " I will also leave in the midst of thee an afllicted and poor
people." Do you come up to that standard-a spiritually affiicted
and poor people ~ Such are they who are very dear to God's heart,
and subjects of His redeeming, calling and keeping grace, heirs of the
glory of His Kingdom.
"And they shall trust in the name of the Lord." I have been
looking at this minutely and I thank God it is so plainly written" they shall trust in the name of the Lord," and if God so say, who
shall unsay or reverse it in the case of anyone of whom God says it ~
God Himself declares this verity and will never depart from it by jot
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or tittle in time or etemity. What more blessed or certain than that ~
Men are jealous to get good security for their property, perishing
while using; oh, that men would be earnest in spirituaCmatters, to
see that they are trusting in that which faileth not but endureth for
ever and ever and ever. God has not put off His people, whom He
foreknew, with mere bare, groundless promises, ·but He has sworn,
" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee," that is His promise to His
weakest one. They shall trust" in the name of the Lord." All other
helpers fail those poor and needy ones, but they t111st, through grace,
in the Lamb Who was slain and liveth again, and they can not trust
in vain Him Who is the same yesterday and to-day and for everHim Who can not deny Himself. He loves His Own who are in the
world-loves them unto the end, that is only another word-God's
Own-for saying that never, never will He cease to love them. Jesus
loved His people given to Him by His Father, loved them dearly,
He loved them better than His Own dear life. So will He always
love them. Live upon the joy and substance of this blessed thingthis truth of truths. God looks on each one He has regenerated by
His grace as a pal·t of Himself. "This people have I formed for
Myself "-what a precious truth that the living God should say, "This
people have I formed tor lIiyself; they shall show forth My praise."
Oh, child of God, praise Him, praise Him. Never cease the praises
which are due to Him. Do you ever sing by grace a verse of that
new song in the darkness of the night season, when nature has little
it can do 1 Do you spend your wakeful time in praising Him 1
" They shall show forth My praise."
." ~[,hey shall trust in the Name of the Lord"; with a humble heart
we trust, with how much trembling aud fear. Our hearts are so
proue to change that we forget what we owe to Him, and what He has
said of us for Christ's sake, alime for Christ's dear sake. Oh, .dear
friends, God has a very high opinion of His people, our Heavenly
Father has a very high opinion of any and everyone of His dear
children, whatever their stature and spiritual experience. They are
the children of God, therefore inexpressibly precious in His holy sight.
Your hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness.
I know you can not trust the sweetest frame, I warn you-1 urge you
-not to. Frames are deceptive, they are often traceable to fictitious
causes. Vve may not t111st in the sweetest frame but " wholly lean
on Jesus' Name."
"On Christ the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."
All other ground of earth or hell is sinking sand. All created things
fail, but the new creation-that abideth. And He Who beholdeth
all things and claimeth universal dominion doeth His work perfectly.
We look into that workmanship and find it perfect-perfect-perfect.
God never mends His work. He makes a new creature, and that
needs no mending. His work is perfect in the doing and in the material
He employs. God does not use old material in the structure of His
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Church. "Behold, I make all things new." He has yet to say that
in all the glory of its meaning, but the smallest particle of His handi~
work is perfection-it is in fact, measure, and kind, a Divine transaction. He is the Beginner and Perfecter, the Author and the Finisher
of faith-is it your faith He is speaking of ~ And the work is perfect.
We are here in a certain sense on trial, to be proved. <rild will have
full proof of His Church and people. They shall be surely and sorely
tried, but they must be perfectly tried till <rild speaks His Own mind
Dn His Own handiwork, " Behold, I make all things new." Are you
waiting for it ~ He is going to say it, this blessed Book asserts it.
He will say it and all heaven and earth and hell shall hear it. And·
when He has done that, He will have transformed His loved people
;nto His likeness. The Psalmist says--speaking for all-" I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness." So that perfect satisfaction will be our great Jehovah's. The Father will be perfectly
satisfied with His people, and they with their heavenly Father's perfect
WOrk in, upon, and for them. What a joyous anticipation is this,
when God shall be perfectly satisfied with the work of His Own hands\
po revision needed ever. "Behold, I make all things new." May the
'Lord, my beloved hearers, keep us watehing, waiting, for every motion
lhat lllay indicate Ths coming soon-most soon. "For yet a little
vhi!e, and He That shall come will come, and will not tarry."
:May God bless His Owil Word to ns, for Christ's sake. Amcn.

EXCEEDING ABUNDANTLY.
ZXTRACT FROM A SERMON PREACHED IN \VATSON STREET CHAPEL,
DERBY.

WE must now come to the remainmg portion of our subject. The
God to whom everlasting glory is ascribed is here said to be "able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or thin/c, according to
the power that worketh in us." In considering these words let us notice
the wealth of language used. Let us dissect the passage. God is
able to do what we ask. Is it not a comfort to know that 1 We
\may open our ·mouths wide and ask great things, for <rild's resources
'are unlimited. He is able to do all that we ask. But which of us are
'able to put all our thoughts and desires into words when we come to
~sk blessings of <rild ~ How often our thoughts exceed our petitions.
~Vell, be it so, <rild knows our thoughts, and what is more, God,is
lble to do all that we think. Again we are carried beyond our asking
lnd thinking, and we are told that God is able to do above all that we
Isk and think. What a sweet word that is in the 55th chapter of
];iah, where the Lord says-" For ~iy thoughts are not your thoughts,
!either are your W&ys My ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens
rre higher th?n the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways,
.hd l\iy thoughts than your thoughts" (verses 8-9). But still higher
I es the language of our text.
God is able to do abundantly above

I
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all that we ask or think. How often the Lord has astonished u&
with His goodness. Superabundance is characteristic of OUT God.
One more step into the heights of God's power-God is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think! Next time, myfriends, you or I are in difficulty, or some great need confronts us,
let us sit before God and drink in these precious words. If the
particular needs be of a temporal character and OUT petitions and
thoughts centre round these, still the words hold good. EvidentlyGod did exceeding abundantly above all that Jacob asked or thought,
for when he had seen Joseph and embraced him, and then Joseph
presents Ephraim and Manasseh before him, he says-" I had not
thought to see thy face; and 10 God hath showed me also thy seed"
(Gen. xlviii. 11). How frequently have we found the same, have we
not 1 The blessing asked for has been granted, and very much more
beside. In the 116th Psalm we have a good illustration of this.
David relates his experience, and says: "The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble
and sorrow. Then called I upon the name of the Lord: 0 Lord, I
beseech Thee deliver my soul" (3-4). This was the limit of David's
asking; but see when the answer came what he says-" Retul"l1 lmto
thy rest, 0 my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.
For Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, ant
my feet from falling" (7, 8).
There is yet one portion of our text that we have not touched upon,
namely, "according to the power that worketh in us." Why, my dear
friends, if we are God's children, God's power has worked in us, anl
still works in us in a measure exceeding abundantly above ull tha;
we ask or think. I shall name but four phases or particular manifesta·
tions of this power. First: Regenerating power. Nothing short of
the power of God could have quickened us and brought us to believe
in His dear Son. Paul prayed that the Ephesian saints might know
" what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe.
according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in
Christ when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own
right hand in the heavenly places" (Eph. i. 19, 20). Yes, the same
power that raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead worked in
us when God by His Spirit quickened us together with Christ.
Second: Keeping power. Praise God, the power that saves keeps ~
Peter speaks of the saints as those "who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last
time" (1 Peter i. 5). Just think of it, Satan our arch-enemy seekin[
with all his hosts of spirit-beings to overthrow us, these principalitie:
and powers in the heaven lies are ever resisting us. Then we have th.
world with its malignant enmity laying snares to entrap us, and iJ
addition we have the subtle workings of the flesh, that ever-presen;
enemy lusting against us; and yet we are kept, so kept that not 0]1)
of the sheep of Christ shall ever perish_ Why 1 Simply because (f
God's keeping power that worketh in us.
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Third: Renewing power. What less than the exceeding greatness.
of God's power could enable us to continue in the heavenward course
and to grow in grace, when all around is opposed to the life of God
within us 1 See what the Apostle says about this renewing power"Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed
day by day" (2 Cor. iv. 16). If there is a poor dejected believer here
to-night-dejected because his spiritual vitality seems at a low ebb
-be of good cheer! God is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think. Wait on Him for renewed vigour. Your
risen Lord says, " Because I live ye shall live also." When He gave
yOll the gift of "living water," He promised it should be in you" a
well of water springing up into everlasting life" (see John iv. 10-14)·
Fourth: Transforming power. The power of God which works in
His people leads to a transformation. Many sweet foretastes of this
transforming power are experienced here in this life, and it is of this
Paul speaks when he says: "But we all with open (i.e., unveiled)
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord are changed (Greek:
transformed) into the same image from glory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). Blessed be God for this transforming power. But, dear friends, there is a greater transformation
awaiting us, and God will effect it by His power. For this we look
and wait, as the Apostle says, "For our conversation is in heaven;
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall change our vile body that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even
to subdue all things unto Himself" (Phi!. iii. 20, 21). With the last·
word of our text we close. Amen-so let it be !

"SOME BETTER THING"
THE hearts and minds of many people are exercised with the theme
of reconstruction-some better thing. Glowing pictures have been
painted by imaginative minds as to the wonderful world to evolve
out of all this seething unrest. But the pictures might have been
painted by heathen moralists, for we see nothing of Christ in them.
A world of perfect education, perfect hOllsing, perfect government,
perfect civilization in every form, but-but the one thing, the One
Person that would make all so bright and dear to the heart of God's
children, is nowhere to be seen. And oh! what a dreary cut-and-dried
world it would be without Him. True, many zealous, faithful souls
look for colossal spiritual reviv.,l that shall renew the face of all things.
These are in the minority. God has often blessed the minority far
above all expectation. Why 1 To display His own power and glory.
The wonderful schemes of man for the renovation of a war-weary,
pleasure loving, God forgetting, nay I may even say a God opposing
world, are all to demonstrate man's marvellous vision, and brain, and
skil!. Therefore they fall flat to the Christ-filled soul, there being
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nothing satisfying in them. The" some better thing" of God gives
hope and heart cheer, and is not shifting sand or speculation, but well
grounded security founded on the Rock-Christ.
" Some better thing." This passage refers to the fuller light beaming upon the believer who knows that Christ has been sacrificed for
us. The Old Testament saints looked forward to the promise. We
look back and know the fulfilment. It is very sweet to note in passing
that the One Family are united in that blessedness. They without
or apart from us not made perfect. We share it together.
May the Holy Spirit enlighten and comfort us in the study of "some
better thing" provided for us in these troublous times when "men's
hearts are failing them for fear, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth." Yet Jesus, looking lovingly on His
little flock, said, " When these things begin to come to pass, then look
up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." This
is our radiant sunshine amid darkness, for" then shall they see the
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory." That
sight will revive the fearful heart, for in the Son of man (note the
expression, dear reader, "Son of man "), "this same Jesus," we see
our deliverer. "The Lord shall endure for ever, He hath prepared
His throne for judgment. . . . The Lord also will be a refuge for the
oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble." Think of this-the throne
and the refuge, the power and great glory of the Son of man-and
musing on these things "fresh courage take."
" Some better thing." All things on all sides look very perplexing
to us, but the Lord knows what He is doing, He is developing order
out of chaos, fashioning vessels to honour out of clay, making crooked
things straight. His glory will be manifested, and His hand seen. I
was reading lately that in one of his military despatches Sir Douglas
lIaig wrote, "The margin by which the German onrush in 1914 was
stemmed, was so narrow, and the subsequent struggle so severe, that
the word 'miraculous' is not too strong a term to describe the
recovery and ultimate victory of the Allies." Yes, it was miraculous,
for it was the Lord's own doing. This was not the only occasion.
" Many times did He deliver them." And now in these days of internal
strife, when Satan is marshalling all his forces, knowing that his time
is short, the Lord will appear again for us in His own way. Though
our foes are mighty our God is Almighty. He has provided" some
better thing" for us, better than earthly victory, better than peace
in the country, better than the league of nations, better than all human
hopes. For He is coming again. He Himself will come and save us.
"Some better thing." His dealings are always the better thing.
We have often proved this when circumstances seemed contrary.
Dear perplexed child of God, be not cast down, for He steers thy
course so wisely. He hedges up the dangerous placcs. Be sure He
knows and loves. A Christian gent.leman was talking to me the other
day about one of his sons who has realized a splendid position at an
early age. "Ah," he said, "I see the providence of God so clearly in
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his career. He thwarted my purposes and led him III a way that
seemed to me disastrous. But I see now that if my advice had been
followed, his present position could never have been attained. His
heavenly Father knew better than his earthly father." It is very
sweet to note these providences which cross our way in daily life even
in small. things. One does realize the force of the words, "Whoso is
wise and will observe these things, even they shall understand the
lovingkindness of the Lord." He leads into clearer nnderstanding
of His dealings, and consequently into fuller trust. It is something,
is it not, deal' reader 1 to understand the lavinghndness and to know
that dark as all appears, yet He has" provided some belter thing for
us." His Covenant standeth fast. His promise never fails its accomplishment. We have almost lost the joys of anticipation in these
days-matters are so disorganized in earthly ways. But we know
that the Lord is there, and amidst all these raging tempests" He rides
upon the storm." The clouds simply form a chariot for Him in His
progress.

He will perform all His promises. "Not one thing-not one thing
-hath failed," was Joshua's testimony, and it has been confirmed
over and over again by experienced children of God since Joshua.
So whatever betide,
H

Faint not nol' fear, I-lis arms are near;

He changeth not and thou art deal',"
Moreover,
"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite throltgh."

,

We have many Ebenezers, have we not 1 "What more could He
say, than to you He hath said?" Remember how, when oUl' cherished
plans ha.ve been stopped, He gave us some far better thing than we
had ever dreamt of. Our vel'Y trials have bee., often the means of
our greatest successes. For He had provided some better thing.
Don't look around, but look off unto Jesus, Looking around is
depressing; looking off is stimulating. It is marvellous how very
stupendously, and rapidly,' and subtilely the forces of Satan have
increased the last ten years. He is evidently g,\thering all his forces
and massing all his troops for his final onslaught, but he will be
defeated. Our God will fight for us and deliver us. Satan hurls
every dart he can muster to pierce the eye, and ear, and mouth, and
heart, to paralyze effort, to minimize the good, to cast scorn on the
Master and His disciples. But his time is short.
The Zionward pilgrim, too, in these last days, suffers increased
attacks on his inward spiritual life. The defilement of sin, and the
whisperings of Satan as to his interest in Christ, try him. He feel.
his helplessness and sees the telTible network of his foe, bnt it is not
closing round him, for" to this man will I look that trembleth at my
word," saith the Lord, Satan can only act by permission. His
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power is limited, and dear tried one, thy God is with thee, thy name
is graven on His hands. "His arms are near and thou art dear."
He has" some better thing" for thee than Satan's triumph over thee_
His Covenant promise in Christ Jesus, His own glory, will not let His
Spirit-sealed ehild go. "This people have I formed for Myself.",
What will it be to be ever with Him 1 Often here we mourn our
unworthiness, our sinful hearts, our many, many shortcomings, our
unfruitfulness, our blackness, our depravity in every part; but there
in the better country, in the prepared city, He will be unveiled, and
will appear in all His loveliness to His beloved. There will be no
Satan there, no more sin, nothing that defileth, no more death, no
more pain, no more sorrow, no more night. These are the negatives
of heaven. What will the positives be 1 One thing we know. He
will be there. That will be the radiance and glory to His loved and
loving ones, and we shall
B

From the rivers of His grace
Drin]{ endless pleasures in."
NETTlE

HOW MUCH OWEST THOU TO MY LORD 1
To take these words of our Lord's parable as a foundation for calling
to mind the deep indebtedness of His beloved elect in Christ Jesus,
cannot be amiss if in our remarks thereon we are led a.nd kept to the
analogy of faith, and transgress not the doctrine which is according
to godliness.
As it is a snitable enqniry to them who have obtained like precious
faith through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,
so also a word in passing may be dropped to them who have notto the ungodly, to the impenitent, to such as after the hardness of
their heart treasure up to themselves wrath against the day of wra th.
How much owest thou to my Lord 1 for the riches of His despised
goodness, for His forbearance, and for His longsnffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance, and that thou
!last not been cut down as many others have been and cast into hell,
or anested by the hand of inflexible Justice, with the instant demand,
" Pay me that thou owest " (Matt. xviii. 28).
But now to sinners called by gmce and made partakers of the
heavenly calling-How much owest thou to my Lord for His preserving
mercy in all the days of thy unregeneracy, "When Satan's blind
slave thou sported with death," when on many occasions there was
but "a step between thee and death"? Let memory recall, and
say with the Psalmist, " 0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good:
for His mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord say
so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy, and gathered
them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the
north, and from the south." For all the deliverances recorded in
that beautiful psalm, in so far as they bear witness to your own
experience of them, how much owest thou to my Lord 1
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Ask Abraham, ask all his spiritual seed among the Gentiles, and
they will own that He preserved them all the while they lived" dead
in trespasses and sins"; that they owed their call by grace to the
interposition of His Sovereign mercy and free grace. Colonel Gardner
was a striking instance of the Sovereignty, freeness, and efficacy of
Divine grace. But all the vessels of mercy owe all to the same, for
every impression wrought upon their hearts by the Holy Spirit, whereby
they were turned from darkness to light, and- from the power of Satan
to God; for opening their blind eyes to all the things that belonged
to their peace, to see, by faith, "the Son and believe on Him," and
with Solomon to see vanity stamped upon all earthly things; to hear,
as he also says, the voice of Christ in His Word, to watch daily at His
gates and to wait at the posts of His doors. Ah! for the grace given
to attend to these things, how much owest thou to my Lord 1 For
thus He leads in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths
of judgment, to cause those that love Him to inherit substance and
to fill their treasures.
Ask Abraham this question, and he will answer: A song of everlasting praise for having called me in the ~eventy-fifth year of my
life from my idolatry; for appearing as the God of glory unto me;
for giving me faith to believe; and for reckoning Christ's righteousness
unto me for my justification from all things that constituted me a
sinner in His sight; yea, for being a Guide and Shield unto- me, and
for blessing me "in all things." So also is the answer of all his
spiritual seed among the Gentiles to the end of time (Rom. viii. 32).
Ask Paul and he will answer-I have all things. What have I, as
a vessel of mercy, as a man, and as an Apostle, that I have not received 1
I therefore owe to Him"Myself,-my all."

Did Abraham, rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold, sit in his tent
door in the plains of Mamre and behold, with a contented mind, the
bounties of providence which the Lord had bestowed upon him 1
Paul, by the same grace will answer, " As poor, yet making many
rich, as having nothing, and yet possessing all things," and besides,
I owe to God that contented mind whereby I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.
Put the question to Jacob, and he will say, With my staff I passed
over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands, in wives and
children and in cattle. To the Lord alone I owe their being preserved
to me, against the design of Laban and the wrath and menace of Esau.
And in the Lord's interposition I see and behold the marvellous
undeserved lovingkindness and tender mercy of my God.
Ask Job the question, and he will say, I greatly feared the loss of
my children and substance, and prayed to the Lord to preserve them
unto me, but I found I could not bind His mind and will to my wish
and desire in this thing. "But He is in one mind, and who can turn
Him 1 and what His soul desireth even that He doeth. For He
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performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many such things
are with Him." But see what I owe to my Lord iu the midst of all
my loss and afHiction. He has enabled me to own His sovereignty
in His thus dealing with me; He has enabled me to trust in Him;
He has given me support ll:nd a measme of patience to endure to the
end.
Ask "my lord," the Governor of Egypt, How much owest thou to
my Lord 1 And he will answer, The fulfilment to the letter of His
mind and ~vill concerning me, and concerning my father's house. He
led me in my seventeenth year, and subsequently He manifested all
the great and marvellous works of His providence which issued in
my exaltation.
Ask David, and he will say, I owe Him an interest in His everlasting
Covenant of grace, ordered in all things and sure, which is to me better
and greater than all He has hitherto done for me. I owe Him all the
help He has hitherto vouchsafed me, wherein, when I was brought
low, He helped me.
Ask Joseph Hart, and he will reply,
"We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
Ask Toplady, and his reply is" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing."
Ask Kent, and he will voice the feelings of the whole election of
grace, Gentile and Jew, in the words,
"We'll sing the same while life shall last,
And when at the Archangel's blast,
Our sleeping dust shall rise;
Then in a song for ever new

I

The glorious theme we'll still pursue.
Throughout the azure skies."

Birkenhead.

\
G. A.

THE MERCY SEAT.
DISCOURAGEMENTS may sometimes seize,
The tempted child of God;
But if they send him to his knees,
Prayer oft removes the load.
And speaking of the mercy seat,
Our Christ the Ever·fail'
Gives this sweet promise-" I will meet
My praying people there."
What! even me with all my sin 1
I praise Him for His grace.
All will be light and peace within
If Jesus shows His face.
RUFus.
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"BACK TO THE WORD."
By THE REV. J. W. DANCE, OF LEAMINGTON SPA.
" To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light tn thern."-IsA. viii. 20.
A FEW years ago, a cry was raised in the daily press, "Back to the
land." The great War came,. the Government took measures to
increase production, and the PI'ime :!.linister made an appeal to thc
people to grow everything possible to help tide the nation over the
serious results occasioned by the ruthless action of the German Navy.
The reason for both the cry and the appeal\ was the neglect of agriculture, and the nation's dependance upon foreign supplies. It has been
going on for a long time, and possibly helped to account for the statement of a former Prime Minister, that betwcen twelve and thirteen
millions of the people were continually upon the border of starvation.
This shall serve as an illustration for our plea of " Back to the Word,"
which alone can meet our spiritual needs. It has fallen into disuse·
through neglect, with the result that the people turn to all kilids of
substitutes, or sink into indifference and practical atheism. As long
ago as the prophet Isaiah's days, it was necessary to warn Israel against
what we to-day call Spiritualism, and the prophet says iu viii. 19,
"When they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar·
spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and mutter: should not a people·
seek unto their God ~ for the living to the dead ~" When we find,
as is the case, that such eminent men as Sir Oliver Lodge, the scientist,
and Sir Conan Doyle, who has made a name as a writer of fiction, men
who are the more readily listened to because of their position and
natural attainments, employing these very means, with their mediums,
table rapping, toy tossing, and what is called levitation, or the
moving of things from place to place without apparent means, and by
these means professing to get into communication with the dead, we
may observe how stagnant the natural mind is on such things, and
how blind to the far more important question of intercourse with the
living God.
The Apostle Paul is justified in his solemn declaration, "The carnal
mind is enmity against God: fOI' it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be " (Rom. viii. 7). It is enmity indeed which will
turn from the living God, to the dead creature, and base its expectation
of satisfaction upon such intercourse. We could not possibly have a
plainer demonstration of another Scripture by the same apostle, viz.,
" The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14).
If the source of knowledge be neglected, it is small wonder that
knowledge fails. All through the land there is a lamentable ignorance
of the Word of God; conseqnently of God Himself. Only a small
percentage of the people make any attempt to regularly attend any
place of worship, and those who do, can seldom hear the Word of God
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faithfully expounded and taught. Spiritual leaders seem to tumble
over one another in their eager desire to appeal to the natural man's
applause, to deal with any subject which may tickle public fancy,
even to start new religions which they conceive to be more acceptable
to modern thought, and to deny the authority of the Word of God as
being mythical, allegorical, or legendary.
With the neglect of the Word of God, Idolatry has boldly reared its
head and claimed to be the way of life. It exactly suits the selfstyled priests who advocate it, because it brings souls into captivity to
their own power. It pleases the unthinking multitude, carried away
by its elaborate ritual, its novelty, and the easy conditions by which
they suppose they can make the best of this world and the next, and
when it palls, as it often does, it leaves a track of indifference and
infidelity. Then" Back to the Word." It claims a position of supreme
importance as the revealed will of God. Nothing else can take its
·place, nothing else can be put on a level with it. Put it aside, and
what can we know about the mind or will of God ~ It is true that
nature bears the impress of the Divine mind and power, but nature
nas never afforded man such an insight of the mind of God as His Word
nas, and the apostle has placed this fact upon record in Rom. i. 20-23.
" For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are
dearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead; so that ti1ey are without excuse: because that when they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither
were thankful: but became vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed
beasts, and creeping things."
With a multitude of religious teachers, it is ever "Hear the Church."
In the 19th Article of Religion, "the visible Church of Christ is a congregation offaithful men, in the which the pure Word of God is preached,
and the Sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ's ordinance,
in all things that of necessity are requisite to the same." When these
three conditions: (1) A congregation of faithful men, (2) The pure
Word of God, (3) The Sacraments ministered according to Christ's
{lrdinance, do not obtain, and seldom are they found to-day, the voice
of the Church is not, and cannot be heard, and any substitute is entirely
contrary and misleading.
We need something sure, presenting real authority, forming an
.abiding foundation upon which we may safely build our hopes, a
reliable guide that our footsteps through life may he rightly directed.
"Then" Back to the Word." It is an infallible test by which to judge
everything presented for acceptance in things pertaining to God.
" If they speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no
light in them." The man who says the first eleven chapters of Genesis
are mythical, openly deuies not only that portion but the whole Scripture; for the things therpin stated are re-affirmed in later portions.
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The man who says that Jesus only spoke according to the standard of
knowledge prevalent in his days, denies his Godhead, and is equally
guilty as an opponent with the Jews who procured his crucifixion
because he claimed to be the Son of God. The man who makes ridicule
of his Atonement and imputed righteousness, and says man has within
himself both the right and potential excellency to claim place in tlie
kingdom of God, denies not only the Word of God, but the wisdom
and love 'of God, red:rices the Son of God to the position of an impostor,
and then attempting to set Him forth as an example of self-sacrifice
for a principle which is indefensible, proves himself a blind leader of
the blind.
The reverent and painstaking study of the Wotd of God will not of
itself constitute anyone a child of God, but it is a wonderful means to
that end. Ignorance of the Word is complete darkness of the mind;
knowledge sanctified by the Holy Spirit's application is the path of
life and light. And the Scripture borrowing from nature tells us,
"For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, !tnd bread to the
eater; so shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it
shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa. Iv. 10-11).
And the Apostle writes to Timothy, " And that froin a child thou hast
known the Holy Scriptures, which are l'ble to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. iii. 15).
The Scriptures are not a heterogeneous collection, bnt a perfect
whole, stating the mind of God, as He was pleased to reveal it for the
salvation of souls. We see the seed promise which cheered our first
parents, when plunged in sin, and its condemnation brought to perfection in the" fulness of time," when" God sent forth his Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." We are told in
Gen. v. 24, "And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for
God took him "; and by Jude 14-15, " And Enoch also, the seventh
from Adam, prophesied of these saying, Behold the Lord cometh with
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds,
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches,
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him." Thus, the Holy
Ghost has been pleased to put his seal upon that portion of Scripture
so lightly rejecte'd by man as 'niytb'ical, and in such manner as to show
the perfect unity of the Scriptures.
Amidst the present-day indifIerence to the Word of God, in view of
the attacks made upon its veracity, and the. distortion which it is
made to suffer, we 'may well observe the testimony of appreciation of
those who have felt its power. The Psalmist says, "The entranee
of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple"
(Psa. cxix. 130). Job says, " I have esteemed the words of His mouth
27
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more than my J;lecessary food" (Job xxiii. 12). Jeremiah says, " Thy
words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me
the joy and rejoicing of my heart: for I am called by Thy name, 0
Lord God of hosts" (xv. 16). Paul calls it " The word of salvation"
(Acts xiii. 26), and the Apostle James, " The engrafted word which is
able to save your souls" (Jas. i. 21), whilst Peter declares, " The word
of God which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 23).
These are the testimonies of men who received it, lived by it, and
taught it in full assurance, that what it had done for them it was able
to do for ot~ers. The attitude of men of the world, whether religious
teachers, or men of great attainments in knowledge of natural science,
is .to-day, as ever, inimical to the Word of God, whilst they have no
assured comfort to put in the place of it. Then," Back to the Word."
It is God's revelation to man, the map and history of life. It shows
the" Way of peace," marks every danger to .be encountered, records
the experiences of those who have passed along that way. It abounds
in precious promises. It is meat and drink to the hungry soul. It is
the sword of the Spirit, and culminates in Christ, the assured Saviour
of every seeking soul.
" Give me this Lamp to light my road,
This Storehouse for my daily food;
Give me this Chart for life's rough sea,
These healing leaves-this heavenly rl ree."

\
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"THOU DIDST CALL."
(Continued fro;n page 312.)

" Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world."JOHN i. 29.
" A Lamb as it had been slain
Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by Thy blood
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain."REVELATION v. 6, 9, 12).
IN continuing the subject of the double call from Jehovah to seven
of His servants, having considered Abraham and Jacob, we come
to Moses, as recorded next in the Word of God. May the Spirit of
God make the meditation acceptable in His sight.
"Moses, Moses" (Exod. iii. 4). Moses was in the path of daily
duty. To Abraham the call came when he was in the path of special
faith and testing; to Jacob in the path of fear and change; to 1\'loses
it came when he was in the path of ordinary, everyday life. Yet
what enormous issues, what national upheavals, what individual and
far-reaching results emanated from that call. Hence it was a great
call as well as a sudden and an unexpected one. How unthought of
by Moses as "he led' the flock to the backside of the desert" that
morning as usual! So, too, suddenly and unexpectedly great calls
and changes commonly come in our own lives. As an instance:
we go to see a new neighbour or fellow-worker; not for a moment
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supposing that that one is about to take a very special place in our'
heart, and will thenceforward exercise a lasting influence on our life
and being and time. Yet so it turns out. Oh! to be kept dependent
on the Spirit of God that we may be able to discern between the voice
of Ollr God and the voice of Satan, and discover the Lord's own leading
when these moments come. For how little we know. as we begin each
day, what that day holds for us of stupendous questions and changes.
In the case of Moses, eighty years of his life were now behind
him. It was then that God's special service came. "Come-Go"
(Exod. iii. 10, 17). The Lord's "Come" is invariably followed with
"Go." First, the" Come" to be forgiven is followed by the" Go "
to serve. Secondly, the "Come and see" spoken secretly by our
God to our own soul, is consummated by the" Come and hear" openly
uttered by us to others-" I will declare what He hath done for my
soul" (Psa. b.."'Vi. 5, 16). The Lord causes us to " Come" in to Him
that we may" Go" out to those around us. We are brought in as
sinners, sent out as sel'Vants; brought into the Covenant, sent far
to proclaim it; brought near to see, sent forth to speak; brought
out from sin, sent away to influence. But nature shrinks. The
flesh holds back. The effort is too great. Surely some reason can
be urged, some excuse is valid 1 Nay! Nothing is valid before the
Almighty when He calls and charges. The infinite power that first
said" Come," has infinite resources to enable for the" Go." Moses
found it so. Notwithstanding all he met with, of incessant opposition,
apparent defeat, and open l'ebellion, in the strength of the Lord he
fulfilled his charge ! Nevertheless we may notice this: from the
moment that Moses objected to go single-handed on God's bare
command to the Israelites, he lost the possession of his "md." After
he argued inability for the commission and showed unwillingness for
the task, Moses' "rod" became Aaron's "rod." The powel' and
privilege of possession was taken from Moses, albeit seemingly he
might have otherwise l'etained it. He was still pel'mitted to use the
" rod" from time to time, but never again as his own. Its Scripture
title from that time on is " Aaron's rod" and" the rod of God," etc.
Appal'ently he forfeited his sole right to it, though yet frequently
commanded to do things with it, because he was not willing to go at
<lnce and alone, depending only on the Lord's strength for his Godsent service. It may likewise be so with us. We, too, are in dangel'
of losing some power and privilege in seroce. Pel'haps some spiritual
possession fOl'merly enjoyed is withdTawn if we do not dil'ectly take
up the special errand which is definitely set before us by the Lord
Himself. It is blessedly true that He forgives our sins and overrules
<lur mistakes, but the results of them frequently remain with us.
Nevertheless, in spite of delay and loss, Moses' will was bent to blend
in the end with Jehovah's will. Moses made his excuses, he advanced
his reasons, but they were all parried immediately, even to the
providing of a companion for the campaign. When Moses pleaded
" Who mn I 1" the Lord answered with the assurance of His own
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promised presence. Moses is not alone, however. He pleaded, "I
ll.m not eloquent, I am slow of speech" (iv. 10). Another man of
God pleaded against special service with a similar argument. GideOll
said, " Wherewith 1 . . . behold, I am poor and little" (Judges vi. 15).
"Surely, I will be with thee" was again the gracious answer.
Jeremiah contended, "Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a child"
(Jer. i. 6). "I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord," was
once more the mighty assura.nce (VI!. 8, 19). We are as faithless and
backward as they. But the Lord invariably accompanies His servants
on their most difficult outgoings. We are never really single-handed,
we are not alone in our enterprise. His presence and power is assured
to us as it was to each one of these men of old. 'Whatever the work
be, whenever the call comes, however the way seems blocked, may
the Spirit of God enable us to go forward faithfully and unflinchingly,
drawing our wisdom, our power, our entire cquipment, moment by
moment from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Moses turned away from the burning bush, on fire himself with a
God-given purpose and a God-inspired energy. Treading on holy
ground so near to God, had fired and filled and fused him with more
holy zeal for God. He had received his commission. He went out
and fulfilled it well. He had received new knowledge and new
wisdom. But he had received much more than these. It was committed'to him to institute the Passover. As Abraham was called
to enter into and inherit the covenant promises; as Jacob was called
to " go down" into the conflict in an alien land; so Moses Wll.S called
in an especial manner to "come" under the blood. That does not
mean that all three men severally and separately did not participate
in all these three things, because they did. All were brought into
the covenant; all endured conflict; all recognized the need of the
blood. But each man represents a particular aspect of revealed
Scripture truth. After the Passover night, the going out from among
the Egyptians of the Israelites, involving the blood-sprinkled doorposts to the latter, and the slain firstborn to the former, "the blood'"
must have assumed a new light and efficacy in the eyes of Moses.
Yes! the blood of the Lord Je~us Christ is the starting point, the
standing ground, and the service bond of every true servant of God.
"The blood" is our magnet of unity. The blood covering us
keeps us accepted and holy before Him, and enables us for the
conflict. The blood all-sufficient urges us to speak its value to others
and say, "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of
the world." .And the blood of the Lamb slain will be our anthem
in eternity. " They sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and
the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and mll.rvellous are Thy works,
Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of
saints" and'" nations and ages" (Rev. xv. 3, margin). "Thou wast
slain and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood.
• Worthy 18·
the Lamb that was slain" (v. 9, 12).
(To' be contim"d, D.V.)

Glapton, E.5.
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CHRIS'rIANlTY AND SPIRITUALISM.
THE following leading article, on Chl'istianity and Spiritualism, hom
our valuable contemporary, The English Churchman, is so timely and
important, and deals SO aply and scripturally with the subject, that we
reproduce it for the benefit of onr readers. It deserves a careful
reading.
" Sir Arthur Conan Doyle seems to be recognized now as a leader,
if not the leader, of the English spiritualists. His reputation and
power as a writer. would naturally cOll1majld attention for any cause
he might advoca.te, and his enthusiasm is doubtless infectious. If he
only remained in the seclusion of his home the emanations from his
pen would. to a certain ·extent awaken public interest, but when he
goes from place to place lecturing on behalf of Spiritualism, he openly
challenges contradiction. Now we have noticed that, of late, with an
amazing lack Of reverence, he has drawn the name of our Di,'ine Saviour
into the defence of his psychic theories and pedormances. A short
time ago we alluded to his utterance on this subject at Cardiff, and
here we would refer to a statement which he made quite recently to a
newspaper correspondent f\lr publication. His words were as follows:
, I am convinced that early Christianity was spiritualism; that Christ
was a mediU111, the most powerful that the world has ever seen; that
all His disciples were mediumistic; that He probably chose them on
those lines. The disciples were very ignorant men, not chosen for
virtue. Certainly they were not good men, because one was the
gl'eatest villain that ever lived. I say they were chosen for their
psychic power. He always took three 01' four of them to make a
circle. It does not detract from the Divine character to say that
Ch~ist worked on natural laws, bearing them to ? point we have never
been able to reach since.' Of course, it would be easy to denounce
those words as shocking blasphemy, entirely inconsistent with the
Gospel narrative, and grossly repulsive to true believers. But in
consideration for the 'weak brethren' and the mOl·bid attraction
which occult science has for many minds, we have a duty to examine
and confute them. Moreover, we are bound to warn any, who from
curiosity or other motives may be inclined to tamper with Spiritualism,
that it leads to an utter pervel'sion of the Christian faith and a: complete
denial of redemption from sin through the atoning sacrifice of the
Incarnate Son of God.
"We pass by the trickery, which is well known, by which some
persons claiming to be mediums have extracted no small gain from
their unfortunate. dupes. We shall not dwell upon the adventitious
aids of darkness and so forth by which even those who claim to be
honest believers in their system enshroud their seances with an ail' of
mystery. Nor do we dwell upon the sordid earthliness and pitiable
triviality of the communications which have been constantly reported
as coming from the spirits in the other life. In this connection we had
rather not think of the implications contained in Sir Arthur Oonan
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Doyle's saying, 'I am convinced that Christ was a medium, and that
all His disciples were mediumistic.' We turn to plain and simple
questions calling for unequivocal answers. Where in the only records
which we have of our Lord Jesus Christ is there any mention of His
seeking unto the dead? Is there a hint that He appealed to the
departed by any means whatever for information respecting their
manner of life and doings in the spirit state? Can the vestige of a
proof be discovered that He put anxious friends and relatives into
communication of any kind whatsoever with loved ones within the
vail? When Jairus was grieving for his daughter, did our Lord invite
him to a seance in which he might receive a messa.ge from her spirit?
No, He restored her to the only condition in which intercourse on
earth is possible. When He comfol·ted the widow at Nain, did He
promise to seek for some cryptic saying from the spirit of the son she
loved? No, He called that spirit back to its earthly tenement, and
delivered the young man to his mother. When He would assuage the
grief of the sisters at Bethany, did He talk to them of ghostly manifestations and mysterious utterances through which their loved one
might still display himself to their senses? No, his consolation took
a very different form. In the triumphant tones of death's mighty
conqueror, He proclaimed His own eternal victory, and assured them
their brother would rise again. In each case we observe that intercourse on this earth could only be revived by the restoration of the
spirit to the body, that its revival was only possible through bodily
contact, which is the direct antithesis to the teaching and practice of
the psychic school. But, though the argument from silence is very
strong and the testimony of our Saviour's mighty acts is very clear,
we are not depending on them altogether. ,Ve can also appeal to His
doctrine. The parable of ' the rich man and Lazarus ' is replete with
instruction which will repay the most careful study. We can only
touch upon one point. The rich man is represented as pleading that
a message of warning might be sent to his brothers on earth from the
spirit world. He was answered, 'They have Moses and the' prophets,
let them hear them.' But he exclaimed, 'Nay, but if one went from
the dead, they will repent.' Aud again the answer came, ' If they hear
not ~Ioses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though
one rose from the dead.' A' medium' who spoke in that strain would
be committing professional suicide. Not only have we the witness to
the sufficiency of Holy Scripture, which is most important, but we
are also shown that if a departed one were entrusted with a message
from the life beyond to those on earth, his mission could be realized
in no other way than by a bodily resurrection. In fact, the methods
of the seance are more than ignored, they are virtually ruled out.
" But we make an admission to all who see something deeper in
spiritualism than clever jugglery, some other in the medium than a
cunning charlatan. When our Lord was on earth He had contact
with spirits whom He at times encountered, and He recognized their
alien personalities in the miserable beings whom they possessed. He
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was not a medium Himself, nor were His disciples mediumistic; far,
far from it. But He met with human mediums whom Satan was
u.mg to antagonize the truth, and He rescued them from the awful
degradation and danger into which they had fallen. He gave His
disciples power to do the same. And after His ascension, we find St.
Paul usmg His sacred name to deliver a wretched creature from a
, spirit of divmation' (or python) by which she had been enslaved.
It seems to us that demoniacal possession is the only alternative to
mtentional trickery as an explanation of this art which Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle recommends. His contention is that the disciples were
ignorant men, and that they' certamly were not good men,' and that
they were only chosen because of their susceptibility to psychic impressions. By that contention he would evidently imply that a modern
medium might contmne to prosecute his or her profession notwithstanding the gravest moral delinquency. In fact, holiness, which is
the goal of trne Christianity, has no essential place in the spiritualistic
system. This is a remarkable admission, and it goes far to identify
the system with the necromancy of the past. For such our blessed
Lord had nothmg but the sternest denunciation. He traced the phenomena to their real source, and he dealt with them accordillgly. And,
more than that, He gave authority to His disciples to cast out demons
also. If, as many believe, the alleged manifestations at seances are
due to demoniacal personifications of the departed, then we know
how they should be treated. Stern, relentless antagonism is the only
measure which faithful Christians can mete out to them. And also
when men raise the old cry, , He casteth out demons through Beelzebub,
the prince of demons,' attributing traffic with the evil one to the Son
of God, it is time for us to see what Spiritualism means, and to withstand it with all our power."

NOTffiNG LEFT OUT.
IT is a source of comfort to those who seek the things of Christ, that
so little is said of His life from the age of twelve till " He began to be
about thirty years." He passed as " the carpenter," " the carpenter's
son." He was poor, we know that, but of the ins and outs of His
days we are told nothing. The Apostle says He " learned obedience
by the things which He suffered." "He was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sm." Did Paul feel the difficulty that
we do when he made that exception, "tempted like as we are, yet
without sin"? "In Him was no sm ": that is one of the everlasting
foundations of God. He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sillners." Yet the Lord tells us, and we believe it, " He was in
all pomts tempted like as we are." He Himself suffered bemg tempted.
He is able to succour them that are tempted. "We have not an
High Priest which cannot be touched with the feelings of our infirmities." Our difficulties seem to be so much involved with our
imperfections, and increased with our perpetual shortcomings and
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insufficiencies and ignw:a\ices, *~t we need the Comforter's O'\VIl
assurance, that" in all ouy affiictio,ns " Christ is affiicted.
It is a strong, ~lessed fact, none the less, true though We hesitate
b.efqre it. Perhaps the Apostle, left it ,~here the Lord has put it,
when He said, " Grea,t is the mystery of godlil'\ess: God was manifest
i~ the flesh." It is plainly, if '~e. leitve. it there, "a great mystery."
J eS)lS gre,v in kl'\owle,dge; fOr tjwc ,~"s ~hen He was an infant o.f
days. He l1\arvelled. He wondered a,t the unbelief and the ,,,ays of
men, while yet He was God over all. It is a great mystery. Let
us leave it there, and read the psalms and the words of Jesus. He
knows how we feel and what our conflicts are, because He has felt the
s,ame. :ge was feeling the Sl!llje during the years C\>Ilcerning which
nothing is recorded of Him. If· so.me things had been told us, we
wO,uld have, e'1couraged our fears by finding that. our own particular
case was left out. But when nothing is said, we fall back on His. own
statement; that in every thing it behoved Him to be made like unto
His brethren. We may tell Him all. He knows what we mean.
We may confess our sin. The Father is faithful and just to forgive.
Our new, clean hearts love His heavenly pUrity, and we hate the sin
that made Him mourn. We have the mind that was in Christ Jesus.
We love God. We love His will. Everything must subserve to that.
He haS compassion on us who are ignoraut and out of the way, al'\d
He brings us to Himself. He had compassion on the multitude.
How leisurely He was, although He understood how it must have
felt not to know what to do first, as we so often feel when things press
from all quarteTs. He could feed the multitude, but theTe need be
no hurry. They might sit down. There was plenty of time in that
everlasting Hand. There was plenty of time, although Lazarus was
dying, to abide still in the place wheTe He was. There was plenty of
time, although Jairus' daughteT was sinking fast, to stop and heal
the poor woman by the way. 0 for patience and quietness of mind,
for wisdom and gmce in the Test of faith, to do the next thing and to
look np to Hillj, to seek first the kingdom of God, as the widow of
Sarepta did when she gave all her bread to the prophet. She would
not lack. "Make me a little cake first," he said, and she lived, sh,1'
and her son with hillj, many days while the famine was in all the land.
FOLLOWER·ON.
THOUGH each in~pired writer has his own manner and style, one
and the same Spirit breathes through all, one grand' idea pervades
all.-J. A. B~ngel.
KEEP clear of the Confessional UPO!! earth. If it ever prevail again
in Engli!nd, fareViell to: domestic happiqess, farewell to d9mes,tic
peace, far!\'Yell to mutual trust and confiqence bet'Yeen parent and
child-.a,ye,. ~.t'Yeen hus~and and wife. Ep,gland, have done with it.
Our forefathers discarded it. In the name of God, never receive it
again !-'Hug;;' iI1'Neill~, Dp.
'
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THE "ONE FAITH."
EPHESIANS. iv. 5.
THE Apostle Peter's second Epistle was written to those whom he
described as. having obtained like precious faith with us. These converts he exhorted to bring forth the fruit of faith, at the same time
putting them in remembrance of all that they-the Apostles, as eyewitnesses-had told them of the majesty and glory of Jesus, and the
voice they heard from God the Father saying, "This is My beloved
Son in Whom I am well pleased" (chap. i. 17). All of which, Peter
affirmed, was in confirmation of prophecy. He then warned them not
to be deceived by certain among them who interpreted Scripture to
suit their own ideas; e.xplaining, that no prophecy of the Scripture
is of private (or one's own-Cr. idias) interpretation, for no prophecy
ever came (or was brought-Margin) by the will of man; but men
spake from God, being moved by the Holy Ghost" (chap. i. 20, 21,
R.V.).
May we ever bear this in mind, that the Holy Spirit is the One only
Interpreter of His Own Word, and that His works are personal
operations, and not impersonal influences (See Acts xiii. 2-4, et al.).
Peter then went on to warn these cp,llverts to the true faith, that
as there had been false prophets among the people, there shall be
false teachers among you, who shall privily bring in destructive
heresies; denying even the Master (Gr. despoten) that bought them
. . . . and many shall follow their lascivious doings; by reason of
,,:hom the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of, etc. (Chap. ii. 1-2,
R.V.).
This is manifestly tr~e of false teachers among us in these last times,
SOme of whom occupy exalted positions in the so-called religious
,,;o,rld, because of presumably high educational attainments, much
l~arning, and assumptive understanding. But no amount of learning
will enable a carnal mind to attain to a spiritual understanding of the
Divine Word of God. Such understanding is not acquired by ordinary
teaching or by any process of study devised by the mind of the
natural man. It is received in regeneration from the Holy Spirit,
as when Jesus, before His ascension, opened the minds of the disciples
to understand the Scriptures.
There a,re some false teachers, who, after solemnly declaring their
assent to the. Articles of belief of their respective churches, practically
deny the primary truth of the Gospel of Christ.
In these days when so many are being led away from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, etc., it becomes absolutely essential
to faithful testimony that Christ's true witnesses should constrain
attention, in all their teaching, to the initial truth of the" corruption
of the nature of every man, t4at naturally is engendered of the offspring
of Adam; whereby man is very far gone from original righteousness,
and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always
contrary to. th\\.Spirit" (Art. ix.).
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Attention should be directed also to Paul's inspired testimony,
" The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God . . .
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned"
(1 Cor. ii. 14). And again, in writing to the Jews at Rome, Paul
asks, " are we better" than the Gentiles, because of our prerogative
as Jews 1 "No, in no wise "-he wrote-" for we have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; as it is
written, there is none righteous, no, not one: there is none that
understandeth: there is none that seeketh after God . . . there is
none that doeth good, no, not one" (See Rom. iii. 9-12, etc.).
This is God's estimate of man naturally engendered of the offspring
of Adam.
Man may take it, therefore, that corrupt nature (so persistently
ignored by false teachers) has neither the understanding how to
achieve a righteous course of life nor the strength or desire to walk
uprightly. In passing, however, it may be asked, in reference to the
phrase "there is none that doeth good," Do not some unconverted
persons do good by their beneficent deeds 1 The deeds may be
good, as the world counts goodness.. but the term good has a broad,
undefined meaning in its daily use by the world, and is applied indiscriminately to men and their affairs.
In the New Testament there are several Greek words-some from
the same root-with varying significations, that are translated good ..
but the essence of goodness consists ill the spirit in which it is conceived
and not merely in the deeds done. When a certain one came to Jesus
saying, "Master (or Teacher), what good shall I do that I may have
eternal life 1" Jesus said unto him, " Why askest thou Me concerning
that which is good 1 No one is good except One-ilven God. But
if thou wouldest enter into life (i.e., by the law), keep the commandments" (Matt. >.:ix. 16, 17, see R.V.). These words were spoken by
Him Who shall judge the world to one who songht to be saved by his
works. But He also said, "I am the Way, and the Truth, and the
Life: no man cometh to the Father but by Me" (John xiv. 6). And
again He said, "Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life" (John
v. 40).

If, then, any man think to attain to eternal life by the good he may
have done, or may do, or by any effort of his to become meritoriously
good in God's sight; he deceiveth himself and the truth is not in him.
" For by the deeds of the law there shall no ·flesh be justified in His
sight" (Rom. iii. 20).
The goodness (Gr., ch-restotes) is an attribute of Jehovah which is
manifestly set forth in showing mercy, in leading sinners to repentance
and a knowledge of the truth in Christ Jesus our Lord through Whom
alone we have everlasting life.
It is vitally important that good works done by the unconverted
should be known as differing essentially from the worb of grace which
are solely of those who are born again of the Holy Spirit and are made
partakers of the Divine nature. Such worb are the fruit of the Spirit
in all goodness and righteousness and truth (Eph. v. 9).
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We do not undervalue the beneficent acts of charity, the kind
helpfulness extended to the poor and needy, and the generous support
given by philanthropists to objects for the benefit of mankind: all
of which are excellent after their kind, but useless, and of the nature
of sin in God's sight, when done of a carnal mind, for a spiritual object.
With reference to the fruit or work of righteousness before mentioned,
it may be well to e:xplain a passage in St. James' Epistle which may
present a difficulty to some minds. In Chap. ii. 24, in referring to
Abraham, James wrote: "Ye see then that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only."
While Paul, who also referred to Abraham, wrote: "Therefore
being justified by (or, out of, Gr. ek) faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (&m. v. 1).
Both these statements form part of the same truth, the context
governing the meaning in each case. The reference to Abraham was
intended to show that he was accounted just by God through faith;
and by his works-the fruit of faith-was faith made perfect. In other
words, Abraham's works proved his faith to be of God, agreeably
with the words of Jesus: "Ye shall know them hy their fruits"
(Matt. vii. 16). Faith without works is dead; and works for salvation
without faith are judged by the law, and found wanting, leaving the
worker a debtor to the law, and under condemnation, "because he
hath not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God "
(John iii. 18).
It will be seen, from what we have stated, that there is great need
for increased earnestness on the part of Christ's witnesses in seeking
to recover those that are being led astray with the error of the wicked,
and in guarding the weak ones of Christ's flock from the unlearned
and unstable, who wrest the Scriptures to their own destruction
(2 Pet. iii. 16, 17). May we then rise through grace to a fuller sense
of our responsibility to warn all who trust in the sufficiency of human
nature to attain to eternal life by SOme good things they may have
done, 01' may do, that" there is none other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved" "than the Name of Jesus
Christ," Who is "the Lord our righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6; see also
Acts iv. 12).
It is affirmed" that natural man has an instinct-an: appetite-for
truth and righteousness; that there is a truth to be discovered, a
righteousness to be attained to."
But mystical conceptions of truth evolved out of man's natural
mind and resolved by puri reason into a persuasion of something in
direct opposition to the Scriptures, present to a vain-glorious mind
another way to eternal happiness more in accord with the excellence
of human nature. We write for the profit of those who may be, or
have been, led away by these vain imaginings. And in doing so we
recognize the one only authority, the God-breathed Word.
If natural man have an instinct for truth and righteousness, why
did Jesus ~y to Nicodemus, " Except a lllan be born again, he cannot
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see the kingdom of God" 1 (Jo)l.ll iii. 3). If man have spiritu,al life
in himself, naturally, and an appetite for spiritual things as truth ap.d
righteousness, what need would there be fO,r a new creation in wan, as
taught by the Son of GO,d 1
. Suffolk.
ITa be continued.)
E. H.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very thankful to God to
find that the Balance Sheet for the year 1918 indicates that the
response to their appeal has met the needs arising ont of the greatly
increased cost of printing. They unite in warmly thanking their
many friends, rich and poor alike, for their liberal donations. They
rejoice, too, that the circulation of the MAGAZINE is being maintained.
They are obliged, howeveI', to inform the readers that the need for
their regular annual donations is as great as ever. A further heavy
increase in the cost of printing began with the July issue, This has been
caused by a further rise in wages.
Our expenditure is also greatly increased by the rise in the cost of
postage--each eopy sent out costing three halfpence for postage. As a
fact, the Magazine is being sold considerably below cost price.
The Trustees, however, desire to avoid raising the price of the
MAGAZINE, relying still on the faithfulness of their Covenant God and
the continued generosity of our many readers.
Donations and annual contributions may be sent as before to the
publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74, Strand, London, W.C.2, or to the
Editor.
. The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the followmgsums :£ s.
£ s. d.
d'l
Rev. R. J. Noyes
0 5 o Mary
0 2 6
"Two Sisters"
10 0 o Ruth
0 2 6
G. W., Bournemouth .. 010 o Anne
0 5 0
Hereford " ..
010 o I Mr. Parkinson ..
1 0 0
'~D "
010 5 A Friend (per Rev. T.
Mrs. E. S. Kelk
1 1 0
1 0 0
Houghton) ..
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A WORD FROM NEW BRUNSWICK.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I am sending you a trifle towards your Magazine Fund
with very best wishes and prayer for its success. I have been getting
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the GOSPEL ~fAGAZINE for some years since an old English friend sent
me one. So far as I remember, this was the first copy I ever saw;
but it was so good I did not want to miss it. . . . Do you, as Editor,
know of any other numbers being sent to this province 1 I have
lived in Ontario and New Brunswick, and I have not in all the years
since I came out (1904), got in touch with one man w'ho held the views
so ably set forth in your Magazine, nor have I heard one sound Gospel
sermon. I Know lots of people who will tell you they have" acceptei:!
God's offer of salvation" or have" given their hearts to God," and
that it has been all snnshine ever since; but a poor sinner who will
tell you that his heart is as hard as the nether mill-stone, and the way
is dark and' hope is almost gone, and he fears that such a sinner as
he can never find mercy, is not on my list of acquaintances. Such
an experience is often my own, but thanks to the Father of mercies,
and the God of all grace, the sun sometimes breaks through the cloud,
and a "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul" makes the poor heart rejoice
and the eyes get dim and watery. "I will see you again and your
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you," was a
blessed lift a few days ago. We have a lovely country and many
fine Church buildings, but I have yet to find anything more than
"God has done His part. Now you must do yonrs." This is poor
comfort to a man who feels that no sinner can be worse than he is.
. . . The biggest sinner is not always the one ill jail. David was
pretty comfortable uhtil Nathan pointed his finger at him. Your
Family Portions have been especially good lately. . . . When He
needs a raven to carry flesh to His prophet, there is always one at
hand, but what an unlikely bird to trust with a piece of flesh! What
a mercy that He is a God Who doeth according to His will in the
armies of heaven and among men, and there is none who can stay
His hand or say unto Hinl, What doest Thou 1 . . . . Wishing you
and the Magazine success, and with earnest prayer that you may long
write the Family POltion, and that God the Spirit may guide your
pen,
I am, Yours very sincerely,
N ort1l Devon,
York Oounty, New Brunswick,
July 9t1l, 1919.
----THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS.
To tl!e Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHToN,-Forgive me for not writing earlier ..
I have procured 20 copies of the July number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINB
and circulated them. . . . I have already secured six or eight new
subscribers. (Tills is very encouraging. We hope many other readel's
may follow this excellent example. Increasing enthusiasm for the
increased circulation of the Magazine, would, with God's blessing,
be fruitful in cheering results.-Editor). Let me repeat to you how
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increasingly helpful I find the Magazine, especially since we, as a
parish, have been deprived of the preached word. Our former Vicar
used to say, "Preaching the Gospel was God's grand ordinance for
saving men, and building and feeding the Church of Christ." Oh,
dear sir, if I could speak to your many readers who now have the
inestimable privilege of sitting under a real Gospel ministry, I would
say, "Prize very highly so great a privilege. The time may soon
come when you may be deprived of it, and there may be ' a famine of
hearing the words of the Lord.''' . . . I have found the Family
Portion and Wayside Notes very helpful this month (July), and have
directed attention to them.
Wishing you every blessing in the Church militant, and in the
conduct of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
Believe me,
July 24th, 1919.
Yours faithfully,

. .. .

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARlVIY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-There is a tremendous call for Gospel literature,
and we shall value the co-operation of lovers of truth to enable us to
continue sending literature to the men. A missionary writes; "I
thank you very heartily for the parcels of books and Testaments.
They will prove of great use to us for the sailors who visit us in large
numbers."

.

6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bri,tol, .Aug. 1st, 1919.

Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.

¥rOlCl3tant iSearon.
THE AMENDED

ENABLING BILL.

THE Enabling Bill against which we strongly protested in our issues
for June and July has passed the House of Lords, and will, we understand, come before the House of Commons in October next. Important
amendments have, however, been introduced into the measure, which
will have the effect of partially lessening its power for evil. We still
hope that the House of Commons will throw out the Bill altogether.
Meanwhile we give extracts from an article by Viscount Wolmer, M.P.,
on the effect of the amendments. Viscount Wolmer is a friend of the
measure, and his admissions are an indication that the friends of the
measure feel that the Bill as it leaves the House of Lords, has been
profoundly modified. Viscount Wolmer in his article which appeared
in the Daily Telegraph says ;" It will be remembered that the original proposal of the Bill was,
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that every measure of Church reform which passed the Church Assembly
should be submitted to an ecclesiastical committee of the Privy COllilCil,
whose duty should be to report on the measure, and, after explaining
the exact nature of its contents, to advise whether it should pass or
not; and that then it should lie on the tables of both Houses of Parliament for forty days, and, if the Privy Council Committee had advised
its passage, and if neither House passed a resolution against it, it should
be presented for the Royal Assent; whereas if the Privy, Council Committee had advised against the Bill, it should not be presented for the
Royal Assent unless both Houses of Parliament passed resolutions in
its favour. Criticism against these pl'Oposals was directed from two
quarters. On the one hand the constitutional lawyers, led by Viscount
Haldane and Viscount Finlay, declared that it was improper'for anybody other than Ministers of the Crown responsible to Parliament, to
tender advice to His Majesty on matters of policy, while on the other
hand, the National Free Church Council had passed a resolution to the
effect that it regarded the procedure of laying a Bill on the table of the
House of Commons, which should automatically pass into law unless a
prohibitive resolntion were moved and carried against it, as inadequate
to secure full Parliamentary control. Criticism from such quarters
was entitled to great respect, and therefore it was a matter of no Stu'prise that when, during the Committee stage, Viscount Finlay moved
Amendments designed to meet these objections, they were agreed to
by the promoters of the Bill and by the House.
" Viscount Finlay's amendments provided in the first place that the
functions of the Ecclesiastical Committee of the Privy Council should
be limited to explaining the exact nature of each Bill submitted by the
Church Assembly-that is to say, that it should no longer advise the
Sovereign on questions of policy, but merely present to him a report on
the nature of the Bill, which should be submitted to both Houses of
Parliament to assist them in forming a judgment as to whether the
Bill should pass into law or not. The second series of Lord Finlay's
amendments completely reversed the Parliamentary pl'Ocedure contemplated by the Bill. They provided that instead of measures passing
automatically into law which had lain on the tables of both Houses of
l'arliament for forty days without an adverse vote having been carried
against them, no Bill should pass unless both Houses passed a resolu·
tion approving it. The effect of this is to modify substantially the
nature of the Bill, for the onus of action is thus transferred from the
shoulders of those who may desire to oppose any Church Bill, on to the
shoulders of those who wish to see it passed.
"The promoters of the Bill have never believed that such a procedure was necessary for effective Parliamentary control, because they
held that Parliament would always find time to pass an adverse resolution on a Church Bill if it wanted to do so, and the fundamental
alteration now introduced will certainly not work in the direction of
making Church reform easier. But the deliberate expression of opinion
by the National Free Church Council has had a profound influence,
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not only with those who stood neutral in the matter, but also with the
champions of the Enabling Bill as well. Churchmen who have fought
side by side with Free Churchmen these ,four long years, have suffered
with them, and who now rejoice with them, are immensely anxious
that what they believe to be a measure for the promotion of religion,
and of Christian reunion, shall not prove a source of discord between
the Churches, or cause a sense of injustice to arise among their fellowsubjects of other denominations. Great anxiety was tlierefore manifested to meet as far as possible the criticisms of the National Free
Church Council, and ViSCOllilt Finlay clearly had the House with him
when he proposed his important amendments.
" There were other amendments standing in the names of Viscollilt
Haldane and Lord Muir-Mackenzie; some of these were covered by
Viscount Finlay's motions, while others were rejected on the ground
that they would make the Bill nnworkable.
" As the Bill now leaves the House of Lords it has been profoundly
modified, and its utility to the Church may be questioned by some.
But if it ultimately pa~ses in this form, and is fairly worked in the
future, it should still have this great advantage to the Church and t(}
the religious welfare of the nation: that non-contentious Church
reforms could no longer be defeated by mere obstruction."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
FORTY' EIGHT years ag(} our Hornsey Rise Home was opened. In
this beautiful habitation upwards of 100 of the pensioners have a
peaceful dwelling. At the recent Anniversary a large number of
friends assembled, much to the encouragement of the Committee
and the joy of the inmates. The sale of work and collections yielded
results that were most satisfactory, and the sermons by the Revs.
W. Sinden and E. Roe were appreciated by all. Among those present
were Messrs. Castle, Stephenson, Boulden, and Colbran.
The lady visitors entertained the inmates to tea on the following
week; this opportunity for fellowship was much appreciated. Mr.
A. Hayles presided over the evening meeting. The Saturday evening
prayer meeting commences at 6.30, when the attendance of friends
would be welcomed. The Society was founded by' men and women
of prayer, and the Lord's" remembrancers" are its helpers to-day.
In October the new pensions come into operation, whim recipients
llilder 70 years of age will receive enhanced benefits, ilivolving a
substantial increase in expenditure, which the Committee believe the
Lord will enable them to meet.
Collections after sermons and sales of work continue, and 'are
ilelpful in'deed, sustaining and extending interest in this blessed
ministration for the poor and needy of our kindred in Christ.

