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TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
of the financial position.
At the Meeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £ 158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure
exceeded the income by about £49.
In consequence of the greatly increased cost of printing,
and the high cost of paper and postage, the Magazine is
published very considerably below cost price.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £240 a year in order
to keep the Magazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publication by regular prayer and regular donations. The Lord
is honouring the testimony given in its pages, and, while
warmly thanking our many readers for their liberal support
in the past, we appeal to them to continue their muchneeded help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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" Who comfortetb us in l\1I our tribnlation. that we may be nble to comfort them which are in
a.ny trouble. by the comfort wherewith, we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 COR. i. 4.

PILGRIMS TO ZION.
" These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar ofj, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth."-HEB. xi. 13.

IN another part of this issue we have given a short account of the
Pilgrim Fathers, and their memorable voyage to America in the
Mayflower, from the pages of Marsden's Hi~tory of the Early
Puritans. Those brave pilgrims finally set sail from Plymouth
on Sept. 6th, 1620. Celebrations of this remarkable historical
event are being arranged for in this its tercentenary year. The
Pilgrim Fathers were pilgrims in a double sense. They not only
journeyed from England in search of an earthly home, but they
were pilgrims to a heavenly inheritance. They lived in an age of
intolerance and cruelty. Their pilgrimage to America was due
to the intolerance from which they suffered in England, and yet
their own subsequent history shows that they were guilty of the
same vices from which they themselves had suffered. Yet we
cannot but adruire the courage, hardihood, and faith, by which
they faced a voyage of nine weeks across the Atlantic, erected log
huts on their arrival in the depth of winter, and, though they
suffered the loss of half their number in the next six months,
persevered bravely in their enterprise. We do not, however,
propose to dwell on the remarbble history of these godly and
brave men and women. Like the Old Testament s9-iuts, of whom
we read in the Epistle to the Hebrews, they eventu9-lly died in
faith, having manifested and confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth. Their pilgrimage, literal and spiritual,
reruinds Uli of the pilgrim character which marks all who are of
faith. On this let us now meditate, in the LORD'S name, and by
the aid and teaching of His SPIRIT.
The pilgrims to whom reference is made in the early part of the
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eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews were seven in
number. Their names are Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and Sarah. Like the people of GOD to-day they were
pilgrims to Zion, the city of the living GOD, the heavenly Jerusalem.
1. One of the great characteristics of these pilgrims was their faith.
Their faith was manifested under a variety of circumstances and
in a variety of ways, but there can be no doubt that acceptable
worship, a holy walk, and works of obedience characterized all
these pilgrims.
By faith they worshipped GOD acceptably, really, and spiritually.
They drew near to GOD through the Antitypical Sacrifice of which
Abe!'s sacrifice was a type. All pilgrims to Zion trust in the blood
of CHRIST Who put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. They
recognize that without the shedding of His blood there is no remission of sin. They own that apart from His righteousness they
cannot be justified. Accordingly, they glory in His blood and
righteousness. With Toplady they sing:" A debtor to mercy alone
Of Covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring:
The terrors of law, and of GOD,
With me can have nothing to do :
My SAVIOUR'S obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
They enter the Holiest by the blood of their Divine Surety.
By faith, like Enoch, they walk with GOD. They have ceased
to walk in the broad way. They have been separated from the
world and they are journeying in "the way of holiness." Tt is
doubtless true that some walk in closer and more conscious fellowship with GOD than others. Some take a bolder and a more
uncompromising attitude towards the world, its ways, its customs,
its maxims, and its pleasures than others. There is more kuowledge
and a greater spiritual growth in some than in others. But all
pilgrims to Zion are walking thither and all are in some degree
walhing with GOD. This must be so, or else they would not be
real pilgrims. Of all real pilgrims GOD says, "I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their GOD, and they shall be My
people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
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By faith, like Noah, the pilgrims to Zion are moved with godly
fear. They reverence the JUDGE of all the earth. They believe
that He is righteous in all His ways and holy in all His works.
They hide themselves in CHRIST as the divinely-appointed Ark of
Salvation from coming judgment. They believe that" the heavens
and the earth, which are now . . . are kept in store, reserved .unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men"
(2 Peter iii. 7). They tremble at GoD'S Word of threatening, but
they rejoice that" there is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in CHRIST JESUS" (Rom. viii. 1). They believe that, as
GOD saved Noah while He brought in the flood upon the world of
the ungodly, so "the LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment
to be punished" (2 Peter ii. 5, 9). By faith, like Abraham, they
often go forth not knowing whither they are going. The LORD
sometimes manifestly calls them to journey in an unknown path
and with little or no knowledge of the issue. But with John
Newton they say;"His call we obey, like Abra'm of old,
We know not the way, but faith makes us bold;
For, though we are strangers, we have a sure Guide,
And trust, in all dangers, 'The LORD will provide.' "
We must not suppose that pilgrims to Zion never waver in their
faith, or are never guilty of doubt and unbelief. They sometimes
have to hang down their heads in shame as they recall their lack
of faith in the power of their Covenant GOD. Sarah at first
" laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have
pleasure, my lord being old also ~" In thus soliloquizing she
was doubting the Word of the LORD, and the LORD rebuked her
for her unbelief, and said, "Is anything too hard for the LORD ~ "
(Gen. xviii. 12-14). This rebuke had the designed effect, and
eventually, "Through faith Sara herself received strength to
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was pallt age,
because she judg!Jd Him faithful Who had promised."
Thus all pilgrims to Zion are men and women of faith. They
have their doubts and fears, and some have little faith, while others
have great faith, but all in some measure are enabled to trust in
the living GOD Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.
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2. A sew/Id oharacteristio of these pilgrirn'l was that they
the Divine promises.

878
w~loomed

They did not experience the fulfilment of the promises, but they
saw them afar off, and they welcomed them, fully believing in their
ultimate fulfilment. .A threefold promise had been given to
Abraham, Isaac, and J acob. Their seed were to be " as the stars
of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore
innumerable." The land of Canaan was to be their inheritance,
and through the Seed of Abraham-that is, through the Coming
REDEEMER-all the families of the earth were to be blessed. This
last promise was virtually made in the garden of Eden when GOD
promised that the Seed of the woman would bruise the head of the
serpent. This last promise, often repeated, was the chief promise,
and that to which all the pilgrims looked forward. It was a Gospel
promise, as the Apostle Paul teaches us. "The Scripture, foreseeing
that GOD would justify the Gentiles (Gr. nations) by faith, preached
the gospel beforehand unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all the
nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed
with faithful Abraham" (Gal. iii. 8, 9). To justify the Gentiles
by faith is the blessing which GOD promised, and this blessing was
th'rough Abraham's Seed-the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Abraham
and the other pilgrims rejoiced to see CHRIST'S day.. They welcomed
the promise of His coming and saw it afar off, and were gladdened
at the thought. GOD hath given to all the pilgrims to Zion exceeding great and precious promises, and they welcome and cherish
these promises. They rejoice in them. Some of these promises
relate to their present pilgrimage experiences. They assure them
that the GOD of the pilgrims will be with them all through their
journey to the heavenly Zion. They assure them that His goodness and mercy shall follow them all the days of their lives, that
He will show Himself strong on their behalf, that His eyes will be
upon them and His ears open to their prayers, and that He will
guide their steps and supply their wants. Other promises relate
to the future. Chief among these is the great and precious promise
of the LORD'S Coming and of the eternal and resurrection blessedness which will then be the portion of the pilgrims to Zion. The
pilgrims delight in the promises of their Covenant GOD. They
know "He is faithful that promised." They know He will be
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true to His Word. They know that what He hath promised He
is able also to perform.
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His Word of promise
shall not pass away. Despite, therefore, the manifold trials,
difficulties, and temptations of the pilgrims they shall eventually
come to the city of the living GOD.
" Ye pilgrims of Zion, and chosen of GOD,
Whose spirits are filled with dismay,
Since ye have eternal redemption thro' blood,
Ye cannot but hold on your way.
in Covenant love, did engage
A fulness of grace to display,
The powers of darkness in malice may rage,
The righteous shall hold on his way."

" As

JESUS,

3. A third characteristic of these pilgrims was that they" confessed
that they weTe strangers and pilgrims on the el!rth."
A pilgrim is a sojourner in a strange place. He has journeyed
into a strange country and taken up his abode there temporarily.
The Christian pilgrim's home is heaven. Earth is to him a foreign
country. Hence he only sojourns there, dwells there for a time.
By faith Abraham "sojourned in the land of promise, as in a
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob,
the heirs with him of the same promise: for he looked for a city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is GOD" (Heb.
xi. 9, 10). Thus he sat loose to earthly things and looked forward
to heavenly things. "Though living in tents, and though not
possessing any portion of the land, and knowing that in this life
he would not see it, yet he believed the inheritance was his; and
that GOD Himself had prepared a city, a permanent, substantial,
organized dwelling-place for him and his seed, and all the nations
to whom the blessing was to come. He and his sons after him
waited for that country, which would be heavenly in its character,
given and established by divine power" (Dr. A. Saphir on The
Epistle to the H ebTews, p. 755).
They that regard themselves as strangers and pilgrims declare
plainly that they seek another country, and that was the case with
these Old Testament pilgrims. They desired "a better country,
that is an heavenly." Wherefore GOD was not ashamed to be
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called their GOD: for He had prepared for them a city. (See Heb.
xi. 14-16). This is the position which present-day pilgrims must
t;Lke up. Earth is not their permanent home. They are but
sojourners her~. Their plans and arrangements must be made in
harmony with this great fact.
" It is not for me to be seeking my bliss,
And building my hopes in a region like this;
I look for a city which hands have not piled,
I pant for a cOlmtry by sin tmdefiled.
" A scrip on my back, and a staff in my hand,
I march on in haste through an enemy's land;
The road may be rough, but it cannot be long,
And I smooth it with hope, and I cheer it with song."
The pilgrim spirit needs to be cultivated. The LORD'S people
need to sit more and more loose to the things of earth. " Here
have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come" (Heb. xiii.
14). Dear Christian friends, let us remember that we are strangers
and pilgrims on the earth. The Pilgrim Fathers had to endure
terrible hardships as a result of their pilgrimage to America, and
we must be prepared to suffer with CHRIST that we may be also
glorified with Him. We must sit loose to earthly pleasures, earthly
honours, and earthly wealth. Our citizenship is in heaven. The
city of the living GOD is our dwelling place. Into that city all
whose names are in the LAMB'S book of life shall enter. To that
city the whole elect company of the redeemed are travelling. May
we who are numbered amongst these pilgrims walk by faith, delight
in the promises, and confess that we are strangers and pilgrims on
the earth.
THE EDITOR.
(Thomas Houghton.)
The Vicarage, Whitington,
Btoke Ferry, Norfolk.
I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Saviour, or I die."
A correspondent informs us that on one occasion he was casually
looking over a hymn book containing Toplady's hymn-" Rock of
Ages "-when he observed that its owner had blotted out the word
" Foul" from the above lines, prestllnably because he regarded it as
an exaggeration. How many there are who reject the full teaching
of Scripture on the depravity, corl'Uption, and moral tmcleanness of
the human heart !-EDITOR.
" FOUL,
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A VISIT TO TUNBRIDGE ·WELLS.
a

The'lJ shall alYundantly uUer the merrwry 01 Thy great goodness."PSALM cxlv. 7.

GOODNESS is one of the Divine attributes. When the Lord
proclaimed His name to Moses He passed by before Him, and
proclaimed, a. The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
longsufiering and abundant in goodness and truth" (Exod. xxxiv.
6). His goodness is displayed in the heavens above, in the earth
beneath, and in the waters which are under the earth. It is
displayed in redemption, in providence, and in grace. His chosen
people are in a special sense participators in His goodness. They
taste and see that the Lord is good and that His mercy endureth
for ever. It is fitting therefore that they should abundantly utter
the memory of His goodness, that they should call to mind the
goodness which the Lord hath shown to them, the goodness which
they have experienced, and the goodness which He has shown to
others. A sense of Divine goodness fills our hearts as we recall
a recent visit to Tunbridge Wells, and we desire to utter the memory
of it to our readers. To do so may give us the opportunity of
writing with a measure of freshness which is not afforded by the
writing of an ordinary article. Our visit to Tunbridge Wells was
occasioned by an invitation to speak and preach on behalf of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. Interest in the important work
of that excellent society in that town was being revived, and its
friends decided to hold a meeting in the afternoon of June 30th,
and to have a service with sermon in the evening. It was a venture
of faith, and in answer to many prayers the Lord cheered them
by prospering their efforts and disposing large numbers to attend,
so that the Hall in which the gatherings were held was practically
full on both occasions. It was our' first visit to this beautiful
town, and we were glad of the opportunity of seeing it, as well as
of speaking a word in the Lord's name at the gatherings which had
been arranged.
The beauties 01 the place impressed us with the goodness 01 the
Lord. Tunbridge Wells is a beautiful town. Not only is it well
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supplied with large and attractive shops, but its natural beauties
are great. The High Rocks are specially impressive, reminding us
of the majesty and power of Him Who made them. The Toad
Rock is also remarkable-a large boulder enclosed by railings and
looking very much like a huge toad. On the face of one of the
High Rocks the following lines are deeply cut:" Infidel! who, with thy finite wisdom,
Wouldst grasp thiugs infinite, and dost become
A scoffer of God's holiest mysteries;
Behold this rock, then tremble and rejoice,Tremble! for He Who formed these mighty rocks
Could in His justice crush thee where thou art;
Rejoice! that still His mercy spares thee."
March 21st, 1831.
(J. Phippen.)
The extensive, undulating commons, with their trees and shrubs,
and the fine extensive views of the beautiful surrounding country,
reminded us of Bishop Heber's lines,
"Though every prospect pleases
And only man is vile."
The world, which owes its being to the almighty power of our
Covenant God, is indeed a beautiful world, and the child of God
is often impressed with its loveliness and grandeur, but sin-the
sin of man-mars our happiness. Nevertheless, "The earth is
full of the goodness of the Lord" (Psa. xxxiii. 5). How beautifully
the psalmist speaks of His goodness when he says, "Thou visitest
the earth, and waterest it: Thou greatly enrichest it with the
river of God, which is full of water: Thou preparest them corn,
when Thou hast so provided for. it. Thou waterest the ridges
thereof abundantly: Thou settlest the furrows thereof: Thou
makest it soft with showers: Thou blessest the springing thereof.
Thou crownest the year UJith Thy goodness; and Thy paths drop
fatness" (Psa. !xv. 9-11).
The history of the place impressed us with the goodness of the Lord.
A small monument marks the spot where that eminent and
greatly used servant of God, George Whitefield, preached the
Gospel of God's grace about 150 years ago. We felt the ground
was sacred as we realized that we were standing on the very same
spot on which he and other servants of God stood in the eighteenth
century. That God should have raised up such a man to preach
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His Gospel with such marvellous power, in Tunbridge Wells and
all over England, was surely a display of His goodness. "Celebrated
for its waters, Tunbridge Wells was remarkable for little else than
the ignorance and profaneness of its inhabitants. As a place of
public resort for the affluent, the gay, and the invalid, it became
one of the most distinguished spots in the kingdom. J n this
benighted place the Sabbath was openly profaned, and the most
holy things contemptuously trampled under foot; even the
restraints of decency were violently broken through, and the
external form of religion held up as a subject of ridicule" (Life
and Times of the Countess of Huntingdon, Vol. JI., p. 124). That
something should be done for the conversion of this people was
Lady Huntingdon's most anxious wish. Accordingly she went to
Tunbridge Wells in the summer of 1763, accompanied by Mr.
Madan and Mr. Venn. Mr. Venn preached to a great crowd in
the open air, and" many were melted to tears, and seemed resolved
to fly from the wrath to come."
Lady Huntingdon wrote, "The event of this day is a manifest
indication that the Lord has a people in this place." Accordingly,
"In the year 1768 she procured a permanent residence in that
part of Tunbridge Wells usually called Mount Ephraim; and in
the month of May received a visit from Mr. Whitefield, then on
his way to Lewes and Brighton. He preached twice in the open
air-nor did he preach in vain. 'Very many (says her ladyship)
were cut to the heart-sinners trembled exceedingly before the
Lord, and a universal impression seemed to abide on the multitude.
Tl1lly God was in the midst of.us to wound and to heal . . . . I
am humbled to the dust before Him. It is the Lord, the Lord
Himself, that has done the work. The treasure is in an earthen
vessel, but the excellency of the power is of God only, and not of
man' " (Life and Times, etc., pp. 125, 126).
Coming to more modern days we recall the ministry of the late
Canon Hoare, who for forty-one years was Vicar of Holy Trinity
Church in that town, and exercised a wonderful influence there
and elsewhere. A monument to his memory occupies a prominent
position in the town. During our brief stay there we had access
to a volume of addresses or sermons written by that earnest and
decided Evangelical clergyman, and we read with special pleasure
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and thankfulnes·s his chapters on the inspiration of the Scriptures.
They revealed that He stood by the old view of the plenary and
verbal inspiration of the whole Bible, and that "the Scripture"
(as Bishop J. C. Ryle says) "not only contains the Word of God, but
is the Word of God." It is indeed an exhibition of the goodness
of the JAlrd that He favoured Tunbridge Wells with the ministry
of one who really believed the Bible to be the Word of God. In
this connection we would recall the important speech delivered
by Canon Hoare many years ago at the Church Congress at Derby
in opposition to the proposal by the Hon. C. L. Wood, the Chairman of the English Church Union, to bring back the alternative
use of the Prayer Book- of 1549. Canon Hoare said, "I will tell
you what Mr. Wood and his friends know very well. They know
very well that if they can coax us back those three years, to 15.49,
to the First Book, that there they will find an altar, and that is
why they wish for it. The Reformers knew this, and that an
altar was essentially connected with a sacrifice. And they knew
this, that while they were prepared to offer the sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, that the sacrifice of propitiation was completed
for ever, and they believed also that the doctrine of propitiatory
sacrifice in the Mass was 'a blasphemous fable and dangerous
deceit.' . . . Now, my Lord, what shall we say 1 .. _ shall we
stick by blessed truths we have received and for which our reformers
died 1 Shall we cling to the dear old office-book in which we
have hundreds and thousands of times poured out our whole heart
before God 1 Shall we unite heart and soul as witnesses for Christ,
coming there to His holy table, and holding there communion
with Him 1 Or shall we begin by half-and-half retrograde
measures until we go right back into the arms of Rome 1" (Church
Association Tmcts, Vol. iii., Tract cl.). Canon Hoare's speech
was cheered and applauded at almost every sentence. What
would he think of the revised Prayer Book which the Convocations
now desire to be permitted 1 What would he think of the proposals
to legalize Mass Vestments, Reservation of the Sacrament, and
Prayers for the Dead 1 It is evident that we have come to perilous
times, and the need of faithful witnesses was never greater. At
St. John's Church, Tunbridge Wells, a beautiful mural tablet
recalls the faithful ministry of a former Vicar (Mr. Weston) who
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held the great doctrines of grace for which this magazine stands.
Tunbridge Wells contains the house in which the famous preacher,
William Huntington, died. The house is situated at No. 79, Mount
Ephraim, and is called "Somerville."
Many of the present inhabitants of Tunbridge Wells impressed us
with the goodness of the Lord.
We came in contact with many of the Lord's people, some of
whom are readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and value its teaching.
We felt that a very considerable number of those whom we had
the privilege of addressing were members of the Lord's family.
And is not membership in the Lord's family an exhibition of Divine
goodness ~ Our redemption and salvation are traceable solely to
the undeserved goodness of our Covenant God. By His grace we
are' what we are. When Moses told Jethro, his father-in-law, "all
that the Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to the Egyptians for
Israel's sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by the
way, and how the Lord delivered them," "Jethro rejoiced for all
the goodness which the Lord had done to Israel, whom He had
delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians" (Exod. xviii. 8, 9).
Isaiah writes in the same strain when he says, "I will mention
the lovingkindness of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness
toward the house of Israel, which He hath bestowed on them
according to His mercies, and according to the multitude of His
lovingkindnesses" (Isa. lxiii. 7). Oh, how great is that goodness
which loved, chose, redeemed, and which regenerates, calls, justifies,
and glorifies all the Israel of God. How great, too, is His goodness
which He has laid up for them that fear Him. So great is it that
they are assured that goodness and mercy shall follow them all
the days of their lives and that they shall dwell in the house of
the Lord for ever. It is meet and fitting that we should abundantly
utter the memory of His great goodness towards us. " Most men
will proclaim everyone his own goodness" (Prov. xx. 6). Be it
ours, however, to "praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men." "He satisfieth the
longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Psa.
evil. 8, 9). To meet with those who have tasted that the Lord is
good brings joy to the heart.
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" Great the joy when Christians meet!
Christian fellowship, how sweet!
When, their theme of praise the same,
They exalt Jehovah's name."
In these dark days there is increasing need for members of the
Lord's family to have fellowship one with another. It is not the
corporate reunion of all the Churches which is needed, but the
manifestation of the spiritual union which already exists amongst
all who are in vital union with Christ, and who hold fast to the
old truths. We need from time to time to assemble ourselves
together and to exhort one another: and so much the more as we
see the day approaching. (See Heb. x. 25).
When walking towards the High Rocks our kind host, who has
derived great spiritual help from the writings of Toplady, noticed
a decayed milestone, and he recalled a remark of Toplady in reference thereto. On returning to our own home we were glancing
at Toplady's Works, and we came across the quotation referred to.
It occurs at the end of Toplady's sermon on "Free-will and Merit
Fairly Examined." The remark is as follows:"Some Christians are like decayed milestones, which stand, it
is true, in the right road, and bear some traces of the proper
impression; but so wretchedly mutilated and defaced that they
who go by can hardly read or know what to make of them. May
the blessed Spirit of God cause all our hearts this morning to
undergo a fresh impression; and indUlge. us with a new edition
of our evidences for heaven! Oh may showers of blessing descend
upon you from above! May you see that Christ, and the grace
of God in Him, are all in all! Whilst you are upon earth, may
you ever ascribe the whole glory to Him! And sure I am, that
when you come to heaven, you will never ascribe it to any other."
Another quotation from the same sermon meets our eye, and we
transcribe it.
"For holiness, the inward principle of good works; and for
good works themselves, the outward evidences of inward holiness,
we are obliged to the alone grace and power of God most high.
We do not make Him a debtor to us, by loving and performing
His commandments; but we become additionally debtors to Him,
for crowning His other gifts of grace, by vouchsafing to work in.
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us that which is well-pleasing in His sight." The more we are
conscious that we are debtors to Divine mercy alone, the more
shall we abundantly utter the memory of God's great goodness.
" It is not meet," says Mr. Spurgeon, "that the goodness of the
living God should be buried in the cemetery of silence, in the grave
of ingratitude."
" The goodness of our glorious God
Is wonderfully bright;
His goodness will we sound abroad,
At morning, noon, and night.
" Good is the Lord to all mankind,
Relieving their complaints;
Blit the best things He has designed
For His believing saints.
" Eternal good He'll freely pour
On Israel's chosen race,
And all His goodness they adore,
And triumph in His grace."
THE EDITOR,
The Vicarage, Whitington,
(Tlwmas Houghton.)

...

Stoke Fer·ry, Nor/olle.

OUR DIFFERENCE WITH ROME.
DR. MARTIN CHEMNlTZ, for a time associated with Melanchtholl,
says, "The main point of controversy at present agitated between
us and the Papists relates to the good works or new obedience of the
regenerate. They hold that the regenerate are justified through that
renewal which the Holy Spirit works in them, and by means of the
good works which proceed from that renewal. They hold that the good
works of the regenerate are the things on which they can trust, when
the hard question comes to be answered, whether "'e be children of
God and have been accepted to everlasting life. We hold, on the
other hand, that in tme repentance faith lays hold on and O1ppropriates
to itself Ohrist's satisfa~tion, and in so doing has something which it
can oppose to the law's accusations at the bar of God, and thus bring
it to pass that we should be declared righteous. . . . It is indeed true
that believers have actual righteousness through their rerewal by the
Holy Spirit, but inasmuch as that righteousness is imperfect and still
impure by reason of the flesh, &11 men cannot stand in God's judgment
with it, nor on its account does God pronounce us righteous."(Lindsay's History 0/ the Reformation, Vol. I, p. 451).
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,SermonS) anb 'NoteS) of SermonS).
A
A

DOOR

OF

HOPE.

SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MATTHIAS' CHURCH, SALFORD, IN
1855, BY THE LATE REV. W. J. POLLOCK, M.A., WHO AT
THAT TIME WAS CURATE OF THE CHURCH.

"I utill give her . . . the va.lley of Achor for a door of hope."
HOSEA, ii, 15.
lE' the exquisite beauty of the prophecy of Hosea recommends itself
to the intellect, much more, surely, must the precious truths in it
recommend themselves to the heart of the child of God. The faithfulness of the Lord, which he rejoices in, and the unfaithfulness of the
Church and himself, which he bewails, run in parallel lines through
the prophecy. We may read the prophecy in a two-fold light; we
may read it as descriptive of the Lord's relationship to and dealiogs
with the spiritual Israel, and also as prophetical of what the Lord is
going to do with the literal Israel. Nor is this merely an assumption_
It is authorized expressly by the Holy Scripture; for if you turn to
the beginning of the prophecy, the literal Israel is evidently, as you
may see, alluded to; while, at the same time, we are not left without
express authority for believing that the pictures Hosea drew concerned
the Gentiles also, and therefore the whole spiritual Israel (or Church).
For St. Paul, in his epistle to the Romans, actually quotes from this
prophecy to prove that the Holy Ghost intended, when dictating it,
to show the future extension of the Gospel to the Gentile, and the
gathering in members to the Church from amongst those who were
aliens to the commonwealth of Israel from amongst us. The passage
in the Romans is this-" That He might make known the riches of
His glory, on the vessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto
glory, even us, whom He hath called, not of the Jews only but also of
the Gentiles. As He saith also in Osee-I will call them my people,
which were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved;
and it shall come to pass that in the place where it was ~id unto them,
Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons
of the living God." These passages are quoted from the first and
second chapters of Hosea, and wc see they refer to the Gentile Church.
Thus are we personally int~rested by the authority of the Holy Ghost
in this Book of Hosea; and, though perhaps before we were aware
that the Holy Spirit had written it for us, have we been drawn by His
insensible influences to attend to the sweet methods the Lord has here
taken to assure of His love! For have we not leaned upon His Word?
" I will betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou shalt lcnow the
Lord"! Have we not, when fearing lest we might be cast off, pondered
on His assurance-" I will betroth thee unto Me for ever; yea, I will
betroth thee unto Me in righteousness and in judgment, in lovingkindness and tender mercies." Have we not compared our own
26
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oonduct with the unfaithfulness which the Church in Hosea's words
shows toward the Lord-going after things which she should not,
following the bread and the water, the wool and the flax, the oil and
the wine, of this world, and decking herself with vanities, her earrings
and jewels, burning incense to the god of this world, and thinking,
for her declension and forsaking her Lord, to make amends, by keeping
religiously her feast-days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her
solemn feasts, when her Lord and her God wanted the love and adoration of the heart.
.
Thus, the faithfulness of God, and the unfaithfulness of the Church,
running side by side through Hosea, oomforts the believer, who
" understands these things."
The Lord saith in the verse preceding our text, speaking of the
Church, " I will allure her into the wilderness and speak comfortably
unto her." He will make this world a desolation to the Church. She
will feel it to be a parched and thirsty desert, as far as she can stretch
her eye over it on this side and on that. Nothing is presented to her
but a wide and blighted howling waste. I am oonvinced that every
believer in Jesus is taught to feel more or less what the Church is said
to feel, and why 1 Because there is One wanting in that desert to
make it blossom as the rose. There is One wanting to make the dry
land springs of water, and the wilderness a pool of water. "There is
an aching void in the believer's heart which the world can never fill."
"He goes forward, but Christ is not there, and backward, but he
canuot perceive Him: on the left hand, where He doth work, but he
cannot behold Him; He hideth Himself on the right hand, but he
cannot see Him "-until He "pour out His Spirit" upon him-until
He "satiate his weary soul," and "satisfy him with the goodness"
of His presence.
Now, brethren, if we are seeking Jesus, as the wise men did, let our
Star of Bethlehem be-" the faithfulness of the Lord "-until that
faithfulness guide us to Him, Who is the object of our desire and hope.
While we consider what the meaning of the text is-" I will give to
her (i.e., to the Church and to us) the valley of Achor for a door of
hope "-let us never forget the Lord's faithfulness (for I would not be
misunderstood) while I endeavour to open up what the Lord means
in our text. I would not mislead anyone here (as a blind man leads a
blind, until they both fall into the ditch). I would not mislead the
man, who is not only a stranger to any spiritual desires, but who is
also indifferent to these things, by telling him to strive to cleanse himself,
and that the Lord will reward him for so doing! Such a one I tell (for
I am commanded to do so) of the finished work of JESUS. I tell him
that if he does believe in Jesus, God imputes no sin to him, and I also
tell him that if he do not believe in Him he will have to take his trial
at the bar of God at the last day for the rejection of God's Word.
But those who are seeking Jesus I would bid (for they will need to do
so) to remember always the faithfulness of Jehovah, of Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost-the faithfulness of the FatkeJr, for He it is Who is
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drawing you; "No man cometh unto Me," said Christ, "except the
Father draw him" (John vi. 44, 65)-the faithfulness of the Son, " for
He cometh to seek and to save that which is lost" (Luke xix. 10)the faithfulness of the Holy Ghost, who has written, "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee." (Heb. xiii. 5).
To the Church (to you who have been allowed into the wilderness,
who feel without hope, and who seek the Lord) He has said, "I will
give her, I will give you, the Valley of Achor for a door of hope."
Doubtless the Lord consulted the weakness of our minds, and provided
for forgetfulness, and the negligence about His injunctions and advice,
when He used for this purpose the figurative language of our text.
We remember the story of the valley of Achor. The children of
Israel were smitten before Ai, and the heart of the people melted and
became as water. "And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth
upon his face before the ark of the Lord until the eventide, he and the
elders of Israel, and put dust upon their heads. And Joshua said,
Alas, 0 Lord God, wherefore hast Thou at all brought this people over
Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us ~
would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan!
And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou
thus npon thy face ~ Israel hath sinned, and they have also ·transgressed My covenant, which I commanded them: for they have even
taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also,
and they have put it even among their own stuff_ Therefore the
.children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned
their backs before their enemies, because thev were accursed: neither
will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among
you. Up! sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves againot
to-morrow: for thus saith the Lord God of Israel, there is an accursed
thing in the midst of thee, 0 Israel: thou canst not stand before thine
enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among yoo. In the
morning, therefore, ye shall be brought according to your tribes: and
it shall be that the tribe which the Lord taketh shall come according to
the families thereof: and the family which the Lord shall take shall
come by households: and the household which the Lord shall take
shall come man by man." Remark! in passing, how the Lord goes
through them all, until He comes to the man, and to the thing. "And
it shall be that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt
with fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the
covenant of the Lord, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel"
(Joshua vii. 6, and following verses).
The morning came, and Joshua brings the tribes up one by one, and
the Lord stops at Achan, the son of Carmi! "Can any man hide himself in secret that I shall not see him ~ " saith the Lord by Jeremiah.
He had hid (from the spoils of Jericho) a Babylonish garment, and a
large quantity of silver and gold!
But what crime was that ~ Was there any iniquity in laying the
hand upon and taking of the spoils of a captured city ~ God had, in
the severity of earnestness, forbidden it!
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Then Joshua took Achan-his garment and his gold and silver, his
family and all that he had, and said, " Why hast thou troubled Israel?
The Lord shall trouble thee this day!" And they did stone them with
stones, and did burn them with fire, after they had stoned .them with
stones. "So the Lord turned from the fierceness of His anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, the valley of Achor, unto this
day. "

We know our lesson, then!
Are we, as the tribes of Israel did of old, going up to the city of our
God 1 Are we on the way to Zion 1 And are we going to present
ourselves before Him 1 And is the way dark, dreary, and desolate 1
and our lips have, now a long time, not tasted of the wine of refreshment of the Gospel of Peace 1 Does the King send no messeng~r of
love--no answer of peace-to our solicitations to cheer us upon our
long way? Has the enemy got the mastery of us, and has smitten
us 1 Why is this 1 And do we fall upon our knees before the Lord,
as Joshua did, and say, "Alas, 0 Lord God, how is it that we are
delivered into the hand of our enemy 1" Perhaps our hands have
been put forth, and we have touched SOme of the accursed thing.
Perhaps we are lifting up one hand to heaven, while the other is
plunged in iniquity! Perhaps there is some cherished wicked thing
which we will not let go! How, then, shall we expect the presence of
the Lord God 1 How can we, then, expect the consolation of the Holy
Jesus, while we continue in sin 1 He has said, "I will not be with you
any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you! "
Let us not, however, misunderstand the Lord! I asked you to
remember" His faithfulness." We woald be as guilty in disbelieving
the everlasting promise of God to all His Israel, as we would be guilty
of error concerning His Holy Name, if we thought He would grant us
the consolation of His presence and the lifting up of His colmtenance
upon us on our way to Zion, while we cleave to some wicked, wicked
sin!
The punishment of Achan was a terrible one. It is written for our
admonition, for our" admonition," the Scripture saith, not to terrify
God's little floc~ot as a threat of similar destruction to the lambs
of His fold-not that they should be led to think eternal woe is in sto·re
for them, because they have strayed from the Good Shepherd, and done
grievously to vex His Holy Spirit; but, I repeat it, as au admonition,
" that we may be partakers of His holiness." Oh, He cannot bear
to see His little sheep wallowing as the swine in the mire. He knows
what the anguish and travail of His soul was to redeem them from
iniquity, and He cannot suffer those fleeces, which He has made so
white in His own blood, to be dirtied by defilement with the world!
Consult at your leisure the 12th chapter of Hebrews, and you will
see there the same truth, but with a different example. St. Paul told
the Hebrews, although he gave them his solemn warning, " that they
were not come to the mount that burned with fire, but unto Mount
Sion, and to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant, and to the blood
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of sprinkling that speaketh better things than that of AbeI." They
were not to consider that the end of that man who was stoned for
gathering sticks upon· the Sabbath, contrary to the command of the
Lord, might be their end also; but they shonld take warning from this
exaniple of what sin against the Lord is !
" Israel hath sinned," said the Lord. Observe the beauty and force
of the reproach, and indignation expressed in the Lord's language-" Israel hath sinned." He speaks as ifto reflect upon the dishonour
cast npon His holy Name. "Israel," My chosen nation, whom I
redeemed from the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, before whom I
divided the waters of the Red Sea and of Jordan, to make a way for
My chosen to pass over; the nation whom I led in the wilderness, and
destroyed kings for theil' sakes, and for whom I have done so much:
for "as an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, and beareth them on her
wings, so the Lord alone did lead him, and kept him as the apple of
His eye" (Deut. xxxii. 10, 11).
And can we conceive tha.t the Lord does not speak thus to His
beloved and trne spiritual Israel, now 1 Do we suppose that Jesus
does not look down now upon us with an eye of tenderest reproach,
when we think to persuade Him on our knees to "go with us, and to
lift up His countenance upon us "-foolishly thinking the while that
He sees not our fingers meddling with the accursed thing 1 Do we
believe that He who has loved and redeemed His Israel has ceased to
be a jealous God-as jealous for His holiness and ours! as He has
shown Himself jealous for the glory of His name, in saving us from
hell 1
'Ve must not deceive ourselves! Oh, let us beware how we attempt
to deceive Him!
" I will give her the valley of Achor for a door of hope" !
If we are pursuing any cow-se which is lUnvorthy of our high and
heaveniy calling; . if "God hath not called us unto uncleanness but
unto holiness"; or if we desire the presence of our God, and wish that
the lamp of o",r hope would shine brightly again, which may be all but
quenched by a covering of sin, by some accursed sin, we must go down
to the valley of Achor, and not spare ourselves. Though if it be something as dear to us as our right eye, or our right hand, we must cast it
from us and destroy it there before we can advance on our way to
Zion, defying the enemy in the strength of the Lord, or before the
door of hope be opened to us again.
And if we cannot find ourselves wherein our sin lies-if we are unable
to discover the root of iniquity ourselves-we must lay oUTselves bare
before "the heart-searching" God. As Joshua brought up before
him the tribes one by one, the families one by one, and the households
one by one, and man by man-until the Lord stopped at him who had
the accursed thing-so must we present ourselves before Him, saying,
" Search us, 0 God, and know our hearts; try us, and know our
thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in us; and lead us in
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the way everlasting" (Psa. cxxxix. 23, 24). For although the search
and the destruction of that sin which causes the Lord to hide His face
from us, be as the" Valley of Trouble" to us, not only because of
that accursed thing, which has been marring our peace, but also because
of the pain we may feel in putting it away, yet that very valley the
Lord has said He will make the" door of hope."
Remark, Achan's sin was in the midst ot Israel, and Israel knew it
not! And such may be our spiritual blindness that we may deceive
ourselves by thinking" we have a single eye." We may not discover
the lie in our right hand, therefore to our God we must go, as the
Psalmist did (and He will suffer Himself to be pleaded with), and ask
Him to "search it out." And because we cannot bring ourselves to
part with our cherished idol, whatever God may show us it is, we must
call on Him to "lead us 'in the way everlasting."
There is another important point to consider, and we are very apt
to pass it over, that when the Lord said, "I will give her the valley
of Achor for a door of hope," He signified that this way of dealing with
us, so consistent with His holy Name, is a part of His plan in drawing
His people to Himself, and leading them out upon their way to Zion.
For as surely as the Lord will allure His people into the wildemess for
going after the world, so surely will He make a way for escape from its
dreariness, so surely will He give the valley of Achor a door of hope to
them. It is all one plan!
And when it is all fulfilled in us (although during its execution we
had walked through a valley of trouble), we shall say, "Not one thing
hath failed of all the good things which the Lord our God spake concel'l1.
mg
us. " '
[In the February number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in a brief
appreciation of the ministry of the late Mr. Pollock, Mr. Winder referred
to this sermon, and said he had a distinct recollection of hearing Mr.
Pollock preach from the text sixty-five years ago. He was not aware
that the MS. had been preserved, but it was discovered later by Miss
L. Pollock among her father's papers].
WHEN God has purposes to work, He can make foes His tools.Dean Law.
"THE Arminians hold an apostasy from justification; to-day
justified, to-morrow unjustified; to-day a Peter, to-morrow a Judas;
to-day a member of Christ, to-morrow a limb of Satan. This is a
most uncomfortable doctrine. Justified persons may fall from degrees
of grace, they may leave their first love, they may lose God's favour
for a time, but not lose their justification. If they are justified they
are elected, and they can no more fall from their justification than
from their election. If they are justified they have union with Christ,
and can a member of Christ be broken off 1 If one justified person
may fall away from Christ, all may; and so Christ would be a h e a d .
without a body."-Thomas Watson.
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PHILIP'S HEARTY OBEDIENCE.
" Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord."-COLOSSIANS iii. 23.

DAYID, the inspired and sweet psalmist of Israel, and therefore one
of the chief hymn writers for the whole Church of God, declared that
" the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul."
Put in another way the statement means that the Word of God is
in every respect perfect, and exactly suited to the purpose for which
God has given it, viz., to convince men and women that they are
sinners, that they need a Saviour, that they cannot save themselves,
but that the Lord Jesus-God's gift of love-is able and willing to
save to the very uttermost all who come to God by Him (Heb. vii. 25 ;
John v. 39; Rom. iii. 10,12,23), for" while we were yet sinners Christ
died for us" (Rom. v. 8). "He made His soul an offering for sin "
(Isa. liii. 10).
A remarkable proof of the truth of this assertion is to be found in
the Acts of the Apostles, chapter viii. Before turning to the passage
it may be well to consider the meaning of the word" acts." The
dictionary defines "act" as "that which is done." Therefore the
book of the" Acts of the Apostles" is a record of what the Apostles
(and those who were one with them in the faith) did. This is important. If we lmow what the Apostles were commissioned and authorized
by the Lord Jesus to do, then we have a safe gllide as to what He
would have us do.
Persecution drove many. of the believers from Jerusalem. In his
attempt to destroy the Truth the devil determined to "scatter the
Church" (verse 1). The Lord so ovel'l'uled matters that the "good
seed" was by this means" scattered" and produced a great harvest.
The apostles remained in Jerusalem according to their Lord's
directions (verse 1 and Acts i. 8). It was by the same instructions
that" Philip went down to the City of Samaria and preached Christ
unto them" (verse 5 and Acts i. 8). The Lord worked wonders in
Samaria by Philip. The people "gave heed" to the preaching of
the Gospel of the grace of God (verse 6), and as a result" there was
great joy in that city" (verse 8). Wherever the Gospel is faithfully
preached and lovingly and obediently believed (see Rom. xvi. 26), it
is certain to cause joy. This must be the case, for it is a deliverance
from the power and slavery of Satan into the kingdom of the Lord
Jesus, Whose rule is one of love and purest liberty.
Whilst Philip was being thus used of the Lord in Samaria a heavenly
messenger was sent to him directing him to proceed to " Gaza, wbich
is desert" (verse 26). This needs to be well pondered. It seems easy
to think one sees the Lord's hand when all things go well and there
is outward pmsperity. It seems easy to think one sees the Lord's hand
when there is a " call" from a small congregation to a large one, but
when the" call" is to leave a prosperous sphere of usefulness and to
go to a lonely and lifeless spot, well, then there is a temptation to
think, "This cannot be the Lord's purpose for me." Philip did not
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resist the Lord's· command. He trusted his Saviour. He" heartily"
obeyed. The comman.d was plain, clear, and definite. He therefore
-following the example of Abram under somewhat similar circumstances (Gen. xii. 1-4),-" arose and went" (verse 27).
This act of faith and obedience was fruitful of gJ.·eat results. How
great cannot be known by man until eternity shall reveal all things.
It is possible that the influence of Philip's obedience remains until
this day.
David-whose inspired words have already been referred towrote (Psa. !xviii.· 31), "Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands
unto God." This promise was about to be fulfilled. Philip went to
Gaza. What was such a man likely to do when he reached there?
Is it not certain that he waited upon God in prayer, asking, "What
wilt Thou have me to do "1 As he waited to know God's mind, the
answer quickly came. Across that stretch of desert came a long
stream of camels, asses, burden-bearers, chariots, etc. The prime
minister and chancellor of the exchequer of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians; was passing by, with all his retinue of officers, soldiers,
cooks, bakers, butchers, and camp attendants of every kind. He had
made the long journey from his home to J erusa.]em because he believed
God's Word, which said, "Ethiopia shall surely come unto thee, saying,
Surely God is in thee, and there is none else, there is no (other) God "
(Isa. xlv. 14). Thm nobleman must have made the long and tedious
journey full of hope, but he was returning-not hopeless-but dis·
appointed. The Scribes, Pharisees, elders, and high priest could tell
him nothing of the Saviour he longed to find. They had crucified
Him. What these religious leaders could not do, the Holy Spirit of
God did.
The nobleman sat in his chariot quietly reading the book which is
so much hated by the critics. He had read in Isaiah that Ethiopia
was to seek God. He had been to Jerusalem hoping to fiud Him
whom his soul desired. His Beloved was not there. Those" watchmen" knew nothing of Him. However," It was but a little that
I passed from them, but I found Him Whom my soul loveth" (Song
of Sol. iii. 1-4). He was sure the Saviour was to be found by those
who seek Him with all their heart, for the Word of God says so (Jer.
xxix. 13); therefore he went on reading in the book of the prophet
Isaiah (Isa. liii.), that same book which the Lord specially singled out
as testifying in a striking manner of Him as the Saviour (Luke iv.
16-19).
As the nobleman's chariot reached the spot where Philip stood in
the desert, Philip saluted him and inquired, "Understandest thou
what thou readest 1" At once that long caravan halted. Philip
was invited into the great statesman's chariot. What gossip there
would be from one end of the cortege to the other! And this would be
increased when, in a while, the whole company was again ordered to
come to a dead stop. Philip did not attack the book of the prophet
Isaiah as "learned" men do to·day, but he " preached Jesus" (verse
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35), he showed the Ethiopian how the prophet was inspired to tell of
the coming of the Lord Jesus, and of His all-sufficient atonement. He
opened up the Gospel, as it is set forth in Isaiah; and as the nobleman
listened to the Truth, he drank in the refreshing waters, and the Holy
Spirit so wrought upon him that he believed in Him of Whom Isaiah
spake, and trusted in Him for salvation. Then, professing his faith
in the only Saviour, he was publicly baptized. Probably all his retinue
witnessed the ceremony, and much discussion would be the result,
and as the queen's chief officer testified to them of the Saviour he had
found-for he could not do otherwise-it is permissible to believe that
many others were brought to believe in the Lord Jesus, and perhaps
such light as the Copts still have may be traceable to that memorable
occasion. Be this as it may, Philip's "call" to the desert was an
event of great importance. Philip preached Jesus, that is, he preached
salvation by grace. It suited the Ethiopian's need. He believed
the good news and he believed in Him of Whom the "good news"
tells, and he experienced what it is to be saved by grace. He proved
the Word of God to be perfect; it converted him.
P. I. B.
OUR ANTICIPATIVE GOD.
THESE three expressive words which form the title of this paper have
rung in my heart like a sweet chime ever since I heard them from
the pulpit a few days ago. They sound forth God's purposeful love
in all His dealings, " Our anticipative God." He is anticipative, not
the "for the moment" provider, but, far, far beyond the vista of
mortal sight and understanding, He provides continually, eternally.
Just let us see, dear reader, by the Holy Spirit's teaching, for which
I earnestly pray, how long ago His anticipative vision began and
extended. So long, long .ago, as we read in that wonderful Scripture,
Ephes. i. 4, even before the foundation of the world, He 'chose us in
Christ. Ab! it was in Christ-all Christ-this is the keynote of the
Epistle. Read how the whole of choice, acceptan ce, adoption, redemption, and forgiveness, all centre in the person of Christ. Chosen in
Christ (ver. 4), adoption by Jesus Christ (vel'. 5), accepted in the
Beloved (ver. /)), redemption through His blood (ver. 7), even the
forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace, wherein He
hath abounded toward us (ver 8). His abundant riches of grace. His
anticipative vision does not stop here; no, it goes on and on to the
sealing of the Spirit, the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased possession unto the praise of His glory. Grace
and glory. The whole of this wonderful epistle to the Ephesians is so·
marvellously clear, and rises step by step, culminating in glory and
victory, that it is difficult to make selections. But you perceive,
dear reader, the work and far-seeing, far-providing plan of our anticipative God, " before the foundation of the world."
We might go to great length in details of His patient vision of love
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in the calling out of Abraham-nay, even further back in the
garden of Eden where sin first entered and where the first redemption
promise was given. We see all through the succeeding ages how
His glorious Covenant purposes were shining through His most
mysterious dealings, calling out Abraham to found His chosen people
Israel by supernatural agency. Ever has He worked by means above
human power in His Covenant operations. He promised, that was
sufficient. He that promised is able to perform, even to the impossible
of man. Abraham believed in his promise, believed in His faithfulness
overcoming all obstacles. To this day the descendants of Abraham
are standing witnesses to the faithfulness of the Lord in the confirmation of His anticipative word to their father Abraham.
Time and space prevent the citing of numerous instances of the
preparations and promises of our foreseeing QQd. Read Heb. xi.,
the triumphs of faith in those who saw afar off, and see throughout
the sacred story, the strong, loving, preserving purpose of our anticipative QQd. His plan runs side by side with His fuliilments.
Then, dear child of God, view the patient, eager love of Jesus, " Who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame." He lived in the sunshine of glad anticipation, the joy that
was set before Him. He looked not at the things which were seen,
but at the things which were not seen. He delighted in the will of
His Father, and we read in Heb. i. 9, "God, thy God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows." Do note in Psa. xlv.
from which this passage is quoted, the succeeding verse, "All thy
garments smell of myrrh and aloes and cassia out of the ivory palaces
whereby they have made thee glad." See in Him, dear reader, thy
glad and fragrant Burden-bearer who bore away all thy load of sin
in His own body on the tree. Rejoice with Him in His gladness. His
garments are all fragrance for thee, yes and to thee. He is full of sweetness. He saw thee through all His sufferings; through all the provocations He endured thou wast a vision of love in His eyes, and from
eternity for the joy set before Him He endured. Now in His perfumed
garments He meets thee, for thou art clad in beautiful array also,
in the robe of His righteonsness, and He calls thee to rejoice with
Him. In the threefold picture in St. Luke xv. we see the Trinity
of Persons bidding others to share with them the joy. "Rejoice
t/}ith Me," the tender Shepherd cries when His wandering lost sheep
is rescued.. "Rejoice with Me," exclaims the delighted Finder of
the missing silver. "It was meet that We should make merry and be
glad," was the Father's loving interpretation of joy to the expostulator.
Coming home to our own day, through the pages of history we see
all through the preparative dealings of our anticipative God. We see
even now in these dark days the gleam of "His smiling Face," and
all those present appalling circumstances working together for the
accomplishment of " His bright designs."
Dear reader, remember" QQd is my King of old, warking salvation
to the ends of the earth."
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" He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm,"

in the exercise of "His mysterious ways, His wonders to perform."
We shall yet praise Him for these days. We see "not yet all things
put under Him but-but we see Jesus," and that is victory. The Lord
sees and He says, "Yet have I set my King upon My holy hill of
Zion." Martin Luther wrote of this passage, "The name' Zion '
signifies' a distant view.' and the church is called a distant view . . .
because it views God and heavenly things by faith (that is afar off),
being wise unto the things that are above, not unto those that are
on the earth." Reader, do you see the point 1 "Yet have I (the
Lord) set my King (Jesus) upon My holy hill of Zion" (my Church,
my distant view). And His beloved exclaim, " We see Jesus."
Then let us recapitulate our personal history and view how marvellously our anticipative God has gone before us, how He has prevented
(or preceded) us with blessings of goodness. He blocked the way
in which we then would have fain rUll, but which we can see now
would have been thorny and rough. He has borne so patiently with
us in all our waywardness and sin and contrariness-nailed all to
His cross. Oh, dear reader, He does show us most clearly sometimes
His works in our wilderness, His restraining power when we were
rushing into danger, His turning us back from the way which we
could not see just then, His abounding grace in so much that seemed
so hard at the time. Let us survey the far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory worked by our light affliction which is but for a moment.
Let us remember the resurrection whisper when we monrned the
loss of dear ones so dear to Him. Ab! He gave us then a sip of His
anticipative sweetness, for He said, "'With Me where I am," "I will
come again and receive you unto Myself."
Is He not truly" our anticipative God" 1 He saw us afar offafar off in time, afar off in sin, afar off in wandering. Bnt He also
rejoiced in anticipation of thy own and my own condition made
nigh by the Blood, and our happy life in His service. The reply in
the assembly's catechism to "What is the chief end of man 1 " is
very sweet. "Man's chief end (or purpose for which he was created)
is to glorify God and to eniOY Him for ever." From eternity the
loving eyes of God have been upon each of His dear children in Christ.
He has rejoiced in thei,' salvation and glory. There are many difficulties
in the way, but He will enable His child to surmount all. There are
many mysteries we cannot solve, but He can read all. There are
many enemies around, but victory is certain. There are many sins,
but His blood cleanseth from all sin. There are many sorrows, but
He will Himself wipe away all tears. Dear bereaved reader, when
thy beloved went home He saw in anticipation the delighted reunion,
the resurrection glory, the sinless, sorrowless, deathless radiance and
rapture in the city which He has prepared for His precious, most
precious and ransomed peo!lIe " Up There," with Himself. He is our
anticipative God, and we are His anticipative people.
NETTlE .
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"'l'URNED TO TRE CONTRARY."
" Though it was turned to the contrary."-EsTHER LX. 1.
"THE writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed with
the king's ring, may no man reverse"; but, blessed be our God, Re
knows how to reverse and nullify all the schemes of men.
The book of Esther is the inspired record of Raman's plot and of
God's purpose; the marvellous part of it being the fact that God
permitted the plot to defeat Raman's intentions.
The inception of the plot is recorded in the second chapter. The
lot was taken in the first month of the year (Nisan); and it was so
disposed by God that it fell upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month (Adar). Rad it fallen upon a month in the earlier part of
the year, there would not have been time, humanly speaking, for
the frustration of Raman's deadly purpose. But by having eleven
months in which to perfect his plans, he was allowed sufficient time
for the things to happen that God designed to defeat them. Row
safe are" my times" in the hand of my God !
There is another remarkable feature of the events recorded in this
book-the use of the expression" make haste." It occurs six times.
The posts were hastened; Raman made haste; the king hastened
him; and God was all the time silently but surely unfolding the bitter
bud into the sweet flower.
.H

His purposes will ripen fast,

UnIolding every hour:
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
At length" the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out,
being hastened by the king's commandment"; and the new decree of
the king" turned" Raman's plot" to the contrary" (viii. 14; ix.l).
1. The eternal Covenant purposes of Jehovah have ever been opposed
by the malignant plots of Satan; but they have ever been triumphant.
In the Eden Fall Satan appeared to have obtained a victory; but
the very fall of man became the channel of redemption and grace to
lost sinners. What we gain by the Fall is more than we lost, as eternal
life in Christ is more than natural innocence. The limitations of
both thought and Iangnage make it difficult to speak of the sin of our
first parents; but an experimental knowledge of the effects of that
sin by Divine teaching will keep us on safe ground. And an experimental knowledge of salvation will enable us to realize in our measure
the blessedness of God having" turned it to the contrary."
2. In the domain of Providence we are enabled at times to trace
the infinite wisdom and mercy' of our God. The dreams of Joseph
reveal to us most clearly that God had a definite purpose: the
dreams of Pharaoh reveal as clearly that God was making every
event to come to pass according to a plan. "But as for you, ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to
pass as it is this day" (Gen. l. 20). The unbelief of Jacob made him
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say that "all these things are against me "; but it was those very
things that were at that very time working in his favour. Child of
God, take my hand, and let us" magnify His Name together!" Have
we not seen the black cloud approaching, and thought it meant our
overthrow 1 But three times our God says (Gen. ix.) that when He
brings a cloud over the earth" the bow shall be seen IN the cloud."
Not on it, as mostly quoted. It is a literal fact that the rainbow is
photographed on each globule of moisture forming the cloud; and
therefore is in the cloud. And it is a gracious fact that covenant
mercy and eternal faithfulness are in every cloud that envelops the
heliever's soul. And more than this: God never makes a rainhow
without looking on it, and remembering His everlasting Covenant.
So that when I see a rainbow, and remember its meaning, God and
myself are at the same moment looking at the same object and thinking
of the same thing!
3. The Lord knows how to turn all evil things into blessings. The
malice of Satan, the power and prevalence of indwelling sin, the
unkindness of our fellow-men; all are under His control for our good.
" Neverthcless the Lord thy God would not hearken unto Balaam ;
but the Lord thy God turned the curse into a tlessing unto thee,
because the Lord thy God loved thee" (Deut. xxiii. 5). In how
many ways the Lord still does this is a joyful matter of experience
and a fruitful source of praise.
4. But the most glorious manifestation of this precious truth is in
the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ. Satan planned His betrayal
and death; and by "wicked hands He was crucified and slain."
Yet all this was according to " the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" (Acts ii. 23), "Herod, and Pilate, with the Gentiles,
and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever
Thy hand and Thy counsel determined before to be done" (Acts iv.
27,28)., Oh the fathomless depth of the wisdom of God! "For they
that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew Him not,
nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath day,
they have fulfilled tMm in condemning Him " (Acts xiii. 27). " But we
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which
God ordained before the world unto our glory: which none of the
princes of this world knew; for had they known it, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory" (1 Cor. ii. 7,8). This does not mean
that, if they had known He was the Lord of glory, they would not
have crucified Him. But it clearly means that if they had known
the secret purpose of God in the death of Christ, they would not have
done what they did to bring that purpose to pass.
Thus it is that our God will defeat all the plots of Satan, and all
the malice of our spiritual enemies. We triumph most when all is
dead against us, and thus become "more than conquerors." The
valley of Achor is the door of hope. The cross is ever the path to
the crown; and death itself is the gateway into everlasting life.

Gricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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REHEARSING.

" B!tt Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expo!tnded it
by order !tnto them."-AcTs xi. 4.

WHAT a StalI\P of silI\plicity and godly sincerity is fOlmd in the Lord's
witnesses of those first days of the preached Gospel; a great contrast
to these last days and degenerate times. So Paul and Barnabas
imitated Peter's rehearsing. "When they were come, and had
gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done
with them, and how He had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles"
(chap. xiv. 27).
That the Gentiles should come to Christ's light and be saved in
Him with an everlasting salvation, was a hard lesson to Jews who
could not see beyond. "The temple of the Lord, the temple of the
Lord are these." That was themselves, and it was their ready answer
to all who differed frolI\ them. "Away with such a fellow from the
earth, for it is not fit that he should live." We find even in the Apostles
of Christ at first a tincture of this evil, as these two chapters x. and xi.
show. There was an apparent forgetfulness of the commission given
them (Matt. xxviii. 19) by their now ascended Lord and Master.
What a mercy it is that all the deep-rooted prejudices of fallen man
never will and never can frustrate the will and grace of God! How
many Gentiles have said, "If election be a truth I will never have
anything to do with it," who have lived to prove that not their word
and opposition to it should stand, but that contrariwise God's Word
and purpose of mercy and grace to them should stand.
In opening the door of faith to His own beloved Gentile elect, God
saw it needful to give them, as it were, line upon line and precept upon
precept, as the details of chapter x. show. All these things came
forth from the Lord of Hosts, Who is wonderful in counsel and excellent
in working. All Jehovah's settlements of grace by electing love take
in at once His eternal decrees as to means and end. So the great
sheet let down frolI\ heaven is a fit elI\blem of the Covenant of free
grace, for that encloses and secures" the elect of every nation, name,
and tongue." It is a Covenant made with His chosen, knit at the
four corners, held firm and fast by everlasting love in election, redemption, justification, and the power of God, and let down to the earth.
" As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent them
into the world." "Rise, Peter, kill, and eat "-putting Peter into
honourable association and fellowship with Him, who at Sarnaria's
well said, " I have meat to eat that ye know not of." Peter afterwards
wrote, "which in time past were not a people, but are now the people
of God."
Cornelius's prayer, its answer by an angel sent from heaven to
comfort, encourage, and direct him, the setting out of the three to
fetch one who as sent proved that His feet were beautiful upon the
mountains to as many as were gathered together-these facts indicate
the guiding hand of God. Surely Peter had before him some who
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should certainiy say, by divine teaching, " So foolish was I and ignorant,
I was as a beast before Thee." There were some wolves that should
dwell with the lamb, some who would compare themselves to pelicans
of the wilderness, owls of the desert, and sparrows alone upon the
housetop; and to hunted partridges. Surely in his audience would
be found such as John Newton speaks of :U

In themselves as weak as worms,
How can poor believers stand?

11

And there would be found such as is described by Dr. Watts :" I'd creep beside Him as a worm,
And see Him die for me."

All brutish by nature, yet washed and cleansed (it is God's word)
by the blood of Christ.
The Holy Ghost falling on all them that heard the word, and their
subsequent baptism by water by the special command of Peter in
the name of a Covenant Triune Jehovah, was the fulfilling of a note
in Deborah's song so long before fulfilled. It was a rehearsing of the
mighty acts of the Lord to them that were by sovereign grace delivered
from the noise of the archers at the place of drawing water (see Isa.
Iv. 1). What a mighty act of the Lord was the gift of His dear Son,
the Surety and Redeemer of all His dear people. What a mighty
act of the Lord is His visiting them with the same power put forth
in their souls as that whereby He raised Christ from the dead. No
power is needed less than that, nor is any less power needed to-day.
In all these new and striking things so manifestly of God, and in
Peter's rehearsing them, the conviction was irresistible (Acts xi. 18),
and such as should for ever put an end to the controversy; and would
to-day with some of our brethren, did they but duly consider both
the things and the order in which they are given by Him who is the
God of order.
How many other portions of' God's Book set forth and declare a
rehearsing by the servants of the Most High? Moses rehearses; and his
matter reaches the ears of Rahab the harlot, converting her to God,
and leading her to own that He is God in heaven above and in earth
beneath.
What a rehearsing is that of Nehemiah in chap. ix. "And madest
known unto them Thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts,
statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses Thy servant; and gavest
them bread from heaven for their hunger, and broughtest forth water
for them out of the rock for their thirst, and promisedst them that
they should go in to possess the land which Thou hadst sworn to give
them." David says in Psalm lxxviii, "But He being full of compassion forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea many
a time turned He His anger away, and did not stir up all His wrath.
For He remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passeth
away, and cometh not again." In Psalm cv., "Which Covenant He
made with Abraham and His oath unto Isaac, and confirmed the
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same unto Jacob (His own Jacob) for a law, and to Israel (His own
Israel) for an everlasting Covenant: saying, Unto thee will I give
the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance; when they were but
a few men in number, yea very few, and strangers in it." In Psalm
cvi., "He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried np: so He led
them through the depths as through the wilderness, and He saved
them from the hand of him that hated them, and redeemed them from
the hand of the enemy." And in Psalm cx:xxvi. with its beautiful
refrain, "For His mercy endureth for ever," "Who remembered us
in our low estate: for His mercy endureth for ever."
What else is Stephen's answer to his accusers but a rehearsing of
God's acts of sovereign grace even to them who were uncircumcised
in heart and ears 1 Their only answer was violence and the fist of
wickedness, which Rome to this very day finds her principal weapon
and answer.
Now what a favoured sinner is that man unto whom the same mercy
is shown, be he Jew or Gentile, as was manifested to Peter's hearers
in Cornelius's house. To every such man Christ is made wisdom,
and He leads them in the way of righteousness, to cause them to
inherit suhstance, and to fill their treasures. To such persons good
John Kent has a sweet word of invitation and a word for hope.
11

Come, then, ye saints, in strains divine,
Rehearse the same in every line;

Nor fear to sing the charming lay;
You'll sing the same another day.
" No other song will be the employ
Of saints in worlds of endless joy,
But loud hosannas round the throne,
Of the great sacred Three in One."
Birkenhead.

G. A.

SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.
VIII.-EFFECTUAL CALLING.
N the seventeenth of the" Articles of Religion" of the Church of
England, to which reference was made in my paper in the July
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, viz., that on "Predestination and Election," the
words occur: "Wherefore they which be endued with so excellent
a benefit of God be called according to God's purpose by His Spirit
working in due season: they through grace obey the calling." This
refers to God's effectual calling of those whom, according to His purpose
of sovereign grace, He "hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, to
bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation."
There is an outward call which comes to all who hear the Gospel.
"Many are called, but few are chosen," said the Lord Jesus (Matt.
Lxii. 14), and the words of His Apostles spoken to the Jews in the
synagogne at Antioch in Pisidia are, " It was necessary that the word
of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it
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from you, and judge 'yourselves unworthy of evedasting life, 10, we
turn to the Gentiles" (Acts xiii. 46). Yet of these latter it is added,
" As many as were ordained to eternal life, believed" (ver. 48). While
this outward call makes all who hear it responsible for rejecting it, it
would accomplish nothing, apart from God's special grace.
Man being, by nature, spiritually dead, he, in a spiritual sense,
hears uot the Gospel of the grace of God, feels not his need of salvation,
nor beholds Christ Jesus, the Saviour of the world.
But in the riches of His grace, all God's chosen and redeemed people
are, in His own time and way, powerfully and effectually called by
grace. As John Kent wrote ;"There is a period known to God,

When all His sheep, redeemed by blood,
Shall leave the hateful ways of sin,
rrurn to the fold, and enter in.
"The appointed time rolls on apace,

Nat to propose, but .call by grace,
To change the heart, renew the will,

And turn the feet to Zion's hill."
Thus it was with Saul of Tarsus (Gal. i. 15): "But when it pleased
God, who separated me " (" separated unto the Gospel of God," Rom.
i. 1) "from my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal
His Son in me." This was God's effectnal call, proceeding from His
electing love, and so the Apostle writes to Timothy: "God . . . '
saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus, before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). And thus it is
with the whole Election of Grace-the whole, and every individual
member of the Church of Christ, that Church which is "His Body,"for, " Whom He did predestinate, them He also called." On the Day
of Pentecost, Peter, speaking by the Holy Ghost, voiced this truth,.
saying, "The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all
that are afar off, EVEN AS MANY AS THE LORD OUR GOD SHALL CALL."
And then followed the outward call, "Save yourselves from this
untoward generation" (Acts ii. 39, 40).
God's effectual calling, which we are considering, is His taking out
of the Gentiles" a people for His name" (Acts xv. 14), as well as
the "remnant according to the election of grace" from among the
Jews, as it is written (Rom. ix. 23, 24), "That He might make known
the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had afore
prepared unto glory, even us, WHOM HE HATH CALLED, not of (lit.,
out of, or, from) the Jews only, but also of (out of, or from) the
Gentiles."
This call involves regeneration or the new birth. Said the Lord
Jesus to Nicodemus, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit" (John iii. 5, 6).
•
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It is a call from death unto ).ife. The Lord's own words assert this:
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation, but IS PASSED FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE" (John v. 24).
So, the Apostle Paul, "You hath He quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1). And the Apostle John, "We know
that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren"
(1 John iii. 14).
It is a call from darkness to light. "But ye are a chosen generation
. . . that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called
you out of darkness into His marvellous light" (1 Pet. ii. 9).
It is a call from the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of Christ,
" Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath trans. lated us into the kingdom of His dear Son" (Col. i. 13).
It is the call of God, unto Christ: "God is faithful, by whom ye
were called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord"
(1 Cor. i. 9). "No man can come to Me" (said Christ) "except the
Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the
last day. It is written in the prophets. And they shall be all tanght
of God" (John vi. 44, 45).
It i~ the call of Christ to Himself, and by Him to the Father:
" Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I MUST
bring, and they shall hear My voice" (John x. 16). Such a call is
powerful and effectual. "Through Him we (both) have access by
one Spirit unto the Father" (Eph. ii. 18).
It is a call to- sanctification, "Called to be saints" (1 Cor. i. 2).
" As He that hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation" (1 Pet. i. 15).
And, finally, it is a call to eternal glory (1 Pet. v. 10), " But the
God of all grace, 'WHO HATH CALLED US UNTO HIS ETERNAL GLORY
BY CHRIST JESUS "-" Whom He called, them He also justified; and
whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30).
The time and manner of God's call varies according to His Sovereign
will.
Many al'e called when young in years, others later in life, and a few
" at the eleventh hour." Some of God's children can name the year
or even the month or day when God's call came to them, but I do not
think this is the case with the majority. And, probably, the e,,;perience
of no two children of God at the time of His call is quite the salue,
just as, we are told, that in nature, no two leaves of a tree are quite
alike. That of some is similar to that of the Philippian jailor, who
tremblingly asked, "What must I do to be saved 1 " while that of
others is more like Lydia's, "Whose heart the Lord opened, that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul" (Acts ,,:vi.).
There are, also, other" conversions" recorded in the Bible, to one
or other of which the experience of some children of God maybe
compared, hut there are certain general characteristics of them all.
All are, sooner or later, convinced of their sinfulness in the sight of
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God; of their guilt and min by nature, and of their need of God's
appointed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
To Him they come, trusting in His all·sufficient merits, and re·
nouncing all fancied merit of their own.
Some readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may at times be distressed
by the fear lest they have not indeed been effectnally called of God,
but let us remember, beloved, that" He is able to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25), and that He said: "All that
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me
I will in no wise cast out."
R. J. NOYEs.
Marshall (Bask.), Canada.
AFTER!
" The God of all grace, Who luah called us unto His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you."-1 PETER v. 10.
THESE troublous times in every country are enough to alarm and
dishearten from the human standpoint. Letters from Ireland tell of
rebellion and outbursts. News from China, India, and Japan repeat
a story of fear for the near future. World shortage of wheat is not
consoling knowledge.
Sin, war, and famine seem the keynote
everywhere.
In the face of these things let us afresh stay ourselves on the words
of Jehovah, and on the loving kindness of our Triune God. May His
Spirit enable us to see above the second causes of life. And may
He teach us also t() look off from the earthward vision and to remember
that our gracious Father in hea,en is controlling and overruling all.
Four passages put side by side tell us' a glad story of the experience
of "holy men of old," written for our learning and comfort, viz.:
Psa. xni. 8; cxviii. 5; 2 Sam. xxii. 18-20; Psa. Lxvi. 12. A/ter
" trouble" and "adversity," "Thou hast set my feet in a large
l·oom." After" distress" and despondency, "The Lord answered
me, and set me in a large place." After contact and conflict with
" my strong enemy," "He brought me forth . . . into a large place."
After the" fire and water," "Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy
place." Each deliverance and enlargement comes from Himself
alone. In every case of extremity, He is the source of help and
comfort. And every trial has its aftermath-increase and gain,
instead of weakening and loss. There is the deliverance-the bringing
"out" and "forth" as the culmination of the going "through."
Then there is the enlargement-the prosperity following the maze
and sorrow. These four experiences cover the whole ground over
which the believer is called to travel on earth-discipline, distress,
conflict, trial. The first to train, the second to test, the third to
strengthen, the fourth to purify. And these four must, and will, go
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on around and within each one of us during all time. We must not
expect other than a chequered path. David found his so. At one
time he complained, " 1 sink in deep mire where there is no standing;
1 am come into deep waters where the floods overflow me; 1 am
wea,ry of my crying" (Psa. lxix. 2, 3). And at another time he said
as above quoted, " Thou hast set my feet in a large room." What a
contrast! In the one case overflowed with water and in "deep
mire where there is no standing," and in the other, not only a foothold
for the feet, but standing room for the whole body. In both cases
David was in reality established on the Rock and was preserved.
And albeit we, like David, may tremble on the Rock; the Rock will
never tremble under us. So we need not be made uneasy by the
dealings and permissions of our God. Everything is mapped out
before Him. And if He, seemingly to sense, "moves in a mysterious
way," to carry out that map, with all its cross·roads, intricacies and
windulgs, valleys, hills, and rivers, nevertheless His original plan
will be carefully and faithfully adhered to, and we shall pass safely
on and through, in spite of storms and barriers. For after the
crucifixion came the resurrection and ascension of our Lord. He
passed through life, that He might through death despoil it of its
sting for us, then rose and ascended havulg led captivity captive.
He is the Way, and has made the Way, and left it open for His people.
Hence the believer too will be finally raised from death, when the
conflicts of life are over, with a glorious, sinless, incorruptible body.
We do not know our present future, either nationally or individually.
But the Lord does, and that is enough. It is not yet our business.
The present moment is all that belongs to us, to redeem because the
days are evil and the time is short. The past, the present, and the
future are all alike His. The past is His-He arranged redemption in
it. The present is His-He is a£l'anging our lives for us momentarily.
The future is His-He will arrange our rewards! His own loved
and loving children may most fully trust Hiln. He will bring good
out of every sorrow. He knows our tears of penitence, grief or shame.
He sees our teal'S of pain. Perchance He treasures most our tears
over the lost and erring; or those we shed over some seeming failure
in service. Ah! was it all failure 1 He sees with better eyesight
than we do as yet, and it may be that He discerned less of failure and
more of success than we did. For He saw our motive. And if by
chance our tears flowed because that motive was misjudged and
condemned, or because our Master's name was dishonoured; mefancies
those tears will shine with magnificent rainbow beauty when reproduced in glory. For after the flood came the rainbow! First the
sin, then the deluge, then the bow-token promise. The covenant
was entered Ulto previously to the flood, but the" token" of the
covenant came after (Gen. vi. 18; ix. 8-17). And oh! beloved
fellow pilgrim, have you ever noticed that there is no tone of black
Ul the rainbow 1 No shade of drab 01' grey exists in that bright and
beautiful" token." It is a covenant of hope and life, without semblance
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or suggestion of death and mourning. The death of the "acrifice
has been fully accepted for the penitent sinner, and the sinner is
"accepted in the Beloved." Therefore death for us is dead, and
mourning nil. All tears will soon be done away. But for the present
God's Word tells us, "Thou puttest my tears into Thy bottle." He
remembers and records and will recall the past, to reward what has
been done and borne for Him! What things 1 Crosses carried
patiently to please Him. Cares cheerfully endured because He permitted them. Sorrow calmly conquered and lived down in His
strength. And tears shed in His service! Bottled tears. There is
something very sweet around those bitter bottled tears. For, look
you, what do we bottle things for 1 To preserve them. Ah, yes!
but not for endless keeping-that should truly be waste of labourthat which is preserved for ever will surely never be much use.
Nay! we bottle for a double purpose; to preserve is only half the
end of bottling-its greater, further aim is more than that. The
doctor who bottles his chemicals does it to ensure their readiness
for future necessities. The housewife who bottles her fruit does it
to store them for future cooking. The merchant who bottles his
goods does it to prepare for future sale. There is a purpose above
and beyond preservation for all our bottled things. May it not be
so with the Lord and our tears 1 If we bottle for a double reason,
to preserve in reserve for an ultimate purpose, so perchance does
He; and it may be that some of our very tears will meet us as accepted
service in the great day of award for work with rainbow grandelH
round them! "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing His sheaves
with Him." Therefore our tears have their place, perhaps their
work, in God's economy. Albeit Psa. cxxvi. 6 applies primarily to
the Saviour weeping on earth, yet coming again in the clouds with
rejoicing, bringing His sheaves with Him; it applies to His followers
also. For as the command still stands, " Sow ye beside all waters "ofttimes, verily, the "waters" of our own "tears" !-surely such
tears may reckon as work in the great day of His coming. Ah! the
Eastern bottle which was passed round in the house of death to receive
the mourners' tears got broken sometimes. This will never happen
to the Lord's "bottle." Seeing that it is formed and kept by an
Almighty hand, " Thy bottle" will never suffer breakage!
Hence, however pathetic things are everywhere now from the
human point of view, however hopeless to us, nothing is hopeless in
the Lord's sight. He sees His way through the present chaos of
the nations, He sees His design working out in your life and mine.
And although His people are in these latter days being tried by "fire
and water," He will bring each one safely out of this "valley of
Baca" (tears), and make" the valley of trouble" " a door of hope."
Surely the Christian may say with the prophet, " I will trust and not
be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2). For it is only a little while. After the night
comes the day, and the day and the night are united by the same
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Almighty hand that putteth our "tears into (His) bottle." The
night must end and the day will follow. It was a dark night to Job
when he said, "When shall I arise and the night be gone?" But
was it, could it be a darker night than the -church has arrived at
• now? And Job's night of sorrow was succeeded by a joyous day .
Jacob, too, had gone through a night of fear when Another Voice
said to him, " Let Me go, for the day breaketh." The church, straining
her eyes in the midnight blackness, echoes the words now and repeats,
" The day breaketh." So we only need to go on a moment at a time.
Our God will ever and easily give to us as much strength as only
one moment requires. We pile up the moments mentally, but He
does not give them to us piled up. Time, in all its whole immensity,
is only doled out to us a moment at once. Never more, never less.
,Ve cannot count on more than that. Vve cannot be sure of more
than the present moment. Yesterday is not ours-it is gone.
To-morrow is not ours-it is uncertain whether we live to wake. We
haye no time to waate, none to hoard. It is simply measured out,
to us a moment at a time. We often speak of saving time and of
making time-in reality both afe utterly impossible. We can use
tin).e or we can waste it; but we can neither save nor make it. This
is a very solemn thought and shows that our time is of immeasurable
value to use to its utmost. limit. May God the Spirit enable us to
redeem it for eternity! The Word does refer to " a small moment,"
but never to a long one: And with that "small moment" "great
mercies" are coupled; while" a liule wrath" on the Lord's part is
cOllpled with" everlasting kindness" to usward (Isa. liv. 7, 8). Again,
the Apostle Paul speaks of "affliction" as "light" and "but for
a moment," as if he too would minimize and suggest the smalhless
of a moment. And" in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye," " He
that shall come, will come, and will not tarry," and this weary night
of discipline, testing, conflict, and trial will usher in a day of glcrious,
never-ending joy. When the Lord Jesus ascended to heaven, ".vhile
He blessed them, He was parted from them." What if He had finished
blessing us when He went away? Instead of which it is now, and
has been all along the ages, an unfinished blessing. He is still blessing
His loved ones. "While He blessed them" He vanished out of their
sight, to go on blessing out of sight until He again appears iu sight,
blessing far more abundantly by His return. And after the darkness
and pain of eal·th we shall know the light and painless peace of heaven.
"Washed ill the blood of the Lamb" will be our passport to enter
into the presence of our Lord, and we "shall go no more out."
New Barnet, Herts.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
CONCERNING the righteousness which the Law teaches, the like
thillgS are to be found in the Prophets and the Gospels, because that
all, being inspired, spoke by one and the same Spirit of God.-1'heophil"s,
Bp. of Antioch (circ. A.D. 200).
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THE PILGRIM FATHERS. •
THE Tercentenary of the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers in America
is being celebrated this year, and we propose to bring before our readers
in brief form the facts concerning that memorable event. Our
information is derived from Marsden's History of the Early Puritans.
That writer says, " The eXpectations of the Puritans, which had been
highly raised on the accession of James, were grievously cast down
by the Conference at Hampton Court, and utterly destroyed by the
Convocation that followed soon after. One hope alone remained. . . .
A new world had lately been discovered. On shores yet unpolluted
by superstition, perhaps untrodden by the foot of man, they might
find a peaceful asylum, and, free from the dread of dungeons and
courts of high commission, worship God in truth."
" John Robinson, the Pastor of a congregation of English Brownists
at Leyden, first suggested the undertaking which was to lead to such
important consequences. . . . He was one of the first fruits of
Immanuel College. . . . Dr. Chadderton, the Master, was a Puritan,
but moderate, and anxious to conform; the pupil (John Robinson)
naturally outwent the teacher, and in a short time resigned his charge
in the neighbourhood of Yarmouth, and declared himself a Brownista dissenter from the Church of England. He suffered some years of
constant hardship; and at length-though not without extreme
difficulty, watched and threatened-contrived, with his hearers, to
escape to Holland. He first attempted to settle at Amsterdam;' but
persecution had not yet taught mutual forbearance even to the
Puritans. There was another congregation of English refugees at
Amsterdam, who differed on some points from the Brownists. A
quarrel and a separation followed; and Robinson, who was a man of
peace, retired to Leyden in 1608. There he and his flock abode for
above ten years, and won the confidence and respect of the magistrates
and citizens. But they felt it was a life of exile. . . . They began to
think of migrating in a body across the wide, and as yet almost untried,
Atlantic. Robinson gave his influence to the scheme, and under his
auspices it was carried into effect."
" The English at this day regard, with a fondness not to be severely
blamed, the vessel in which Nelson died. The children of the Puritans,
with equal reason, cherish the time-honou;ed names of the Mayflower
and the Speedwell. They were the two ships-if ships they could be
termed, the one of sixty tons, the other 0'£ one hundred and eightyin which the exiles of Leyden, the Pilgrim Fathers, embarked ·upon
their voyage."
"Robinson's congregation exceeded three hundred; and as they
were unable to provide at once for the transport of the whole number,
it was agreed that their pastor should remain for the present at Leyden,
with the remainder of the flock, whose future steps should be guided
by the reports of the first adventurers. Few events in Puritan history
are more touching, or more worthy of being had in remembrance,
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than the last pa~ting (for such it proved) of Robinson, the Bro'voist
minister, and his exiled and heroic band of Christian emigrants.
Before the day of embarkation came, the magistrates bore a voluntary
and honourable testimony to their good conduct."
"When the ship was ready to sail, the whole congregation met.
There was a solemn fast and prayer. Robinson then addressed them .
. . . . 'I charge you,' said he, 'that you follow me no further than
you have seen me follow the Lord Jesus Christ.''' "He advised
them to shake off the name of Brownists-in which it seems they took
delighlr--' as a mere nickname, which made religion odious.' A
parting feast was given at the pastor's house." After tears they
refreshed themselves with singing of psalms. "Overwhelmed as they
were with tender emotions, they had dauntless spirits and a sme
confidence in God. The whole congregation moved together to Delft
Haven, where the emigrants embarked. Prayer was again offered
by their beloved pastor; tears in abundance were shed; and
they parted in deep silence' for the abundance of sorrow.''' Thus
"lifting up our hands to one another, and our hearts to the Lord,
we departed."
"On the 5th of August, 1620, the two vessels, freighted with the
New England Colonists, sailed from the Southampton river. Within
a few days, the Mayflower was found to need repairs, and they put
back to Dartmouth. Eight days were lost, and again they sailed.
Now the captain of the Speedwell feigued or felt alarm, and insisted
on returning to Plymouth. Here the Speedwell was dismissed, and
some of the company, disheartened, gave up the enterprise, and went
back to London. A hundred souls, men and wives and infants and
children, were crowded into the little Mayflower, and on the 6th of
September, 1620, took their last leave of England."
" A voyage of sixty·three days brought them in sight of America.
They landed at Cape Cod, where the two great seaport towns of
Plymouth and Boston were shortly founded, names which to this day
attest the grateful patriotism no less than the energy and hope of the
pilgrim fathers. For Plymouth was so named in remembrance of the
Christian sympathy they had received from the last town in which
they had sought refuge from the perils of the sea in England; and
Boston was a memorial of their early home in Lincolnshire, before
intolerance had forced them into the swamps of Holland. In front
of the town-hall of Plymouth in New England, there lies a dark rough
mass of granite, which is looked upon with reverence by every true
son of the greatest republic the world ever saw. On this the pilgrims
landed; upon this stone they stepped; upon this rock they took
possession of an heritage of boundless extent; here they entered
upon a new career, of which, could they have foreseen the consequences,
it is a question not easily resolved, whether more of awe and fear, or
of gratitude and exultation, would have taken possession of their
souls. The stone, hallowed by such associations, has been rolled
from its native bed upon the sea-beach and placed, a national monu-
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ment, touching and appropriate, in the midst of a city, the earliest
that can boast the origin, founded by the Puritans."
" The Colonists regarded themselves as the loyal subjects of England.
They had obtained a patent from the company of merchants to whom
King James had entrusted the planting of New England-for so what
are now the northern states of the American republic were then
entitled."
"The conduct of the new community was at first well worthy of
their cause. They behaved like men who had forsaken home and
kindred, not for ambition or for gain, but for conscience and for God.
The winter had set in with stern severity on their arrival; their log
huts were not yet erected, and every hour was important. Yet the
first Sabbath day was observed with deep solemnity. Pestilence and
famine came upon them like an armed man. In May one-half of their
number lay in the silent grave. . . . Their stores failed: their bread
had long since disappeared, or been prudently reserved for seed. For
months not a biscuit nor a loaf was seen among them. . . . Yet none
repined. When the captain of the Mayflower, anxious to be gone,
spread his sails in the month of May for England, not one of the
surviving fifty whom the pestilence had spared, repented of the enterprise and sought permission to r~turn. They formed themselves into
a Church, of course upon the Brownist or independent model, and
regulated the conduct of the colony by the principles of Scripture."
" The habits of the New England Puritans were devout, and their
active virtues worthy of lasting eulogy. Their Sabbaths were solemnly
observed; and they could soon boast a school of prophets of their
own, 'the New England divines'; -a school not easily forgotten,
had it included no other names than those of Mather, Cotton, Higginson,
and Elliot; by the suffrages of every church and the voice of two
centuries, Elliot, the prince of missionaries and the apostle of North
America. Robinson, their early guide, did not live to accomplish
his ardent wishes; poverty and its attending hindrances kept him
still in Leyden. But his pious counsels followed his expatriated flock,
and were received with due respect. The Indians were astonished
one day with the Sabbath stillness that prevailed. Only three days
they knew had elapsed since the previous Sunday; and yet again all
was silent except the voice of prayer, or the louder tones of fervid
exhortation. It was a fast day to supplicate for rain. In a few days
the showers fell, and a long and perilous drought was at an end."
"Such were. the virtues of the ~ew England Puritans. Revered
beyond the Atlantic, as the pilgrim fathers, the founders of great
cities, and of states renowned through the wide worid, for wealth,
iutelligence, and liberty, their memory is cherished in England with
feelings of silent respect rather than of unmi.-"ed admiration. For
their incousistencies were almost equal to their virtues; and here,
while we respect their integrity we are not blinded to their faults.
A persecuted band themselves, they soon learned bitterly to persecute
each other. The disciples of liberty, they confined its blessings to
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themselves. The loud champions of the freedom of conscience, they
allowed of no freedom which interfered with their narrow views.
Professing a mission of Gospel holiness, they fnlfilled it but in part.
When opposed they were revengeful; when irritated, fanatical and
cruel. . . . They were prepared to copy the worst vices of their English
persecutors, and, untanght by experience, to imitate their worst
mistakes."
" The unhappy stat<l of affairs during the primacy of Laud, and the
last few years of Charles's power, however disastrous at home, had
called a nation into existence in the western world. In spite of the
efforts, equally tyrannical and impolitic, to prevent their emigration,
tens of thousands of the Puritans had found their way to their brethren
in the New England Colonies. Before the Long Parliament had
assembled, and the revolution opened, in 1640, the emigrants who had
arrived in one hundred and ninety-eight ships, and with an expenditnre'
of almost a million of dollars in varions enterprises, were numbered
at twenty-one thousand two hundred. In little more than ten years,
fifty towns and villages had been at least marked out and commenced;
between thirty and forty churches had been built; and the later
comers gazed with amazement upon the unexpected sight of a wilderness reclaimed from the solitude; ~nd devoutly acknowledged the
hand of God in this sudden blaze of prosperity."
" Four of the newly·erected states formed themselves into a union
-the United Colonies of New England. These were Massachusetts,
Plymouth, Newhaven, and Connecticut."
"All was now prosperous in New England. The Puritan exiles
had entered on a boundless career of wealth, and independence, and
earthly fame. It has not yet closed: it shows no signs of diminution.
But the pilgrim fathers had purer hopes and higher expectations than
national prosperity, even the most unbounded, can satisfy. They
braved the perils of the sea, llot to plant a great republic, but a pure
Church. What no political visionary, in his wildest moments, ever
dreamed, has been accomplished and surpassed. From the pilgrim
fathers the republic of America was hereafter to arise. The little
Mayflower carried th,!t, compared with which Cresar and his fortunes
were insignificant--the germ of a vast nation, whose past history
fills the mind with wonder, whose possible career hereafter oppresses
it with awe."
.

THE LANDING OF THE PILGRIM FATHERS.
THE breaking waves dashed high
On a stern and rock·bound coast,
And the woods, against a stormy sky,
Their giant branches tost :
And the heavy night hung dark
The hills and water o'er,
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When a band of exiles moored their bark
On the wild New England shore.
Not as the conqueror comes
They, the true-hearted, came,
Not ~vith the toll of the stirring drums,
And the trumpet that sings of fame;
Not as the flying come,
In silence and in fear,They shook the depths of the desert's gloom
With their hymns of lofty cheer.
Amidst the storm they sang,
• And the stars heard and the sea!
And the sounding aisles of the dim woods rang
To the anthem of the free.
The ocean-eagle soared
From his nest by the white waves' foam,
And the rocking pines of the forest roaredThis was their welcome home!
There were men with hoary hair
Amidst that pilgrim-bandWhy had they come to wither there
Away from their childhood's land 1
There was woman's fearless eye,
Lit by her deep love's truth;
There was manhood's brow serenely high,
And the fiery heaJ:t of youth.
What sought they thus afar 1
Bright jewels of the mine 1
The wealth of seas, the spoils of war 1
They sought a faith's pure shrine!
Ay, call it holy ground,
The soil where first they trod!
They have left unstained what there they foundFreedom to worship God!
MRS.

HEMANS.

ONCE AND AGAIN.
THERE is a verse (Prov. xix. 19) which tells us that" a man of great
wrath shall suffer punishment, for if thou deliver him, yet thou must
do it again." The meaning perhaps is, that there are those who are
so headstrong and precipitate, that they are always getting into
difficulties, and however often they are helped out the same thing will
happen again. It is easy enough to do a kindness or a chal-ity once,
but when the call is to continue at it, then spontaneity gives place to
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reluctance, and the cheerfulness, which pleases the Lord, is apt to
fail. Is it, or is it not Himself only who can go on delivering and
helping? Is it His ear only that is never weary of hearing His people's
complaints, His power that has no limitations? No doubt it is often
true that we cannot continue what we begin, but His resources are
undiminishable, His love unchangeable, His patience inexhaustible.
But truly we need Himself to convince us of this, to teach us what
the meaning of His name" Father" is, to show us that although we
are what we are, He is yet what He is. There is no way of coming
at this heavenly knowledge except by the living power of the Lord
Himself. And however often He has appeared for and delivered us,
in childlike self-despair we shall have to say as in the verse, "Thou
mnst do it again." "Many times," says the Psalmist;., "did He
deliver them." "How oft did they provoke Him." "But He, being
full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not;
yea, many a time turned He His anger away, and did not stir up all
His wrath, for He remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that
passeth away and cometh not again." "Lo," Elihu said as he described
the feebleness of man, the majesty of God, "all these things worketh
God oftentimes with man, to bring back his soul from the pit, to be
enlightened with the light of the living." What a pUTpose of mercy
purposed in Himself for those who have no strength and no hope,
to bring back their soul from the pit in which they must have lain
for ever, to enlighten with the light of the living which they never
could have seen. "He speaketh once, yea twice, He openeth the
ears of men that He may withdraw man from his pUTpose and hide
pride from man." That is one of His ends in His dealings with His
children, to put a stop to their self-sufficiency, to bring them with the
Apostle to "glory in the Lord" whose nndeserved love, redemption,
and power account for the endless patience of His instructions, for
the line upon line, for the precept upon precept. Pride was hidden
from Abraham: as dust and ashes he prayed and was heard. Daniel
was a rnan greatly beloved. He humbled himself and confessed,
and then obtained" a vision." And t.he church in Ezekiel is never
again t" open her mouth any more for all that she has done, but is
to be perfect in the comeliness which God puts npon her. But if God
hides the pride that His people have of themselves, He increases the
love that they bear to Him. If their self-sufficiency is rooted updependence and trust, sp.-inging up in its place, bring forth fruit that
is sweet to the Lord, and His years are everlasting, while their strength
is weakened in the way.
"Lord," said Peter, "how oft shall my brother sin against me,
and I forgive him? till seven times?" He might have put the
question the other way: how often shall I offend against my brother,
and he forgive me? but he put it the way that most of us would put
it, and the Lord extended the forgiveness far beyond his suggestion.
How often does the Lord forgive His people? Once and for all He
died fol' them, once and for all He blotted out their sin by the sacrifice
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of Himself, once and for ever the Father has loved them, once the
Holy Spirit gives them eternal life. But how often do they need to
be assured of it, to feel the preciousness of it, to malize the joy and
hop~ of it?
"And as He was wont, He taught them again."
Hart wrote :"0 snstain us on the road, through this desert dreary;
Feed us with Thy flesh and blood, when we're faint and weary;
Bid us call to mind Thy cross, our hard hearts to ~often;
Often, Saviour, feast us thl1s, for we Deed it often."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON'S REMARKABLE ESCAPE
FROM ASSASSINATION.
,
"A CIRCUMSTANCE occurred in the summer of 1786, in which the
malice of the enemy, and the Lord's interposition, were wonderfully
displayed. Lord Douglass, a descendant of an ancient Scotch family of
that name and title, had resided for some time at Brussels, and there
lived, according to the cnstom of the country, a professed Papist; and
as these deluded characters think (with Paul in his days of ignorance)
they are doing God service, by hauling to prison, judgment, and death,
all whom they deem heretics, so this unhappy nobleman thought he
would not be behindhand with his Catholic ancestors; and as Lady
Huntingdon's fame extended far and wide, he proposed to strike a
blow at her, probably concluding the advantages which the Pap"l
Church would receive would be incalculably gre"t, as, no doubt, he
thought her destruction would be an effectual step towards the
extirpation of a people so very obnoxious to the Popish system.
The better to effect the· design he had formed, Lord Douglass came
to. England, in the year 1775 or 1777, and pretended an entire recantation of the principles of the Church of Rome. He regularly attended
at the Lock Chapel, and other places where the Gospel was preached.
Having ingratiated himself into the favour of Lady Huntingdon, and
by his insinuations passed not only for a firm Protestant, but a warm
espouser of the pure Gospel, he embarked for Brussels, where he
continued to reside to the period of his death.
In the year 1785 he sent a letter to Lady Huntingdon, informing
her that an opportunity then offered of introducing and establishing
the Gospel in that superstitious country, that whoever she sent over
should be under his protection and patronage, and he should be happy
in receiving a visit from her ladyship and Mr. Wills, as he had much
at heart the introduction not only of Protestantism, but the light of
Gospel truth in those regions of Popish darkness.
Lady Huntingdon, actuated by her accustomed zeal, politely
thanked him for his invitation and offer, and assured his lordship,
that both she and Mr. Wills would pay him a visit in the summer of
1786. Accordingly it was so concerted that her ladyship and :i\'lr.
Wills were to embark for the Continent on a day appointed; and as
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Lady Huntingdon was then at the College in Wales, Mr. Wills left
London, in order to take a little excursion in the country, and return
to town by the time her ladyship arrived in the metropolis, when
both were to p'oceed on their voyage to Brussels.
Lady Huntingdon bad a new equipage prepared for the expedition,
and set off hom Wales for her town house in Spafields, in order to
meet Mr. Wills at the time appointed. But now the overrnling
Providence of God appeared in a very singular manner. It so happened
that her ladyship, on her way to London, stopped at different towns
where there were chapels in her connection, in order to regulate ma·tters
connected with them, by which means she was unavoidably detained
longer than the day appointed for their embarkation. A few days
after her arrival in London, letters were received from the Continent,
informing them that it was a concerted scheme to get them over, and
then to seize the first opportunity of putting a period to their lives,
as heretics unfit to live. Such was the stratagem to destroy these
faithful servants of the Lord. But that God' Who brings to nought
the counsels of the wicked, and maketh the devices of the people of
none effect,' proved Himself the Protector and Deliverer of His
servants.
The providence of God appears in a conspicuons manner in so ordering
it that her ladyship should be unexpectedly detained on her journey,
so as to cause it to be later before she arrived in London than the da,appointed for their embarkation; inasmuch as, by that means, the:received the letters which disclosed this accursed project. Had ther
sailed for Brussels before the arrival of those letters, they would
inevitably have fallen into the hands of their enemies, and become
the victims of their malice.'
Thus appcars the mercy of the Lord in behalf of His servant; but
His justice was displayed in a manner equally conspicuous, for it is
an undoubted fact that on the very day that Lady Huntingdon left
Wales, Lord Douglass, then in perfect health, dropped down and
instantly expired. So true is the Word, ' None shall fight against ~Ie
and prosper'; and 'no weapon formed against His people sha II
succeed; but every tongue that riseth up in judgment against them,
they shall condemn.' Sooner OT later God will avenge His own elect,
in their complete deliverance hom every foe, and in the eternal destruction of His and their enemies."-(IA/e and Times 0/ the Countess 0/
Huntingdon, Vo!. 11., pp. 478-480).
REGENERATION and adoption differ. Adoption makes men the
children of God. Regeneration makes them appear to be so by giving
them the nature of children. Adoption is not a work of grace in us,
but an act of grace without us, having its complete being in the mind
of God. It is antecedent to a work of grace. Inherent grace is a
consequence of it, though no man knows, or has the comfort of his
adoption, until he believes.-Dr. Gal.

'.

\

•

•

-"

\

The Gospel M agaz~ne

413
receipt of the

s. d.
1 0 0

£
Miss Pells
Mr. W; Cooke
Miss Houghton
Miss Cowan .
Miss L. Sills .
Anon. (per the Editor)
" Mary "
Mr. H. Hoddinott ...
" A Grateful Reader"
Mrs. Barry ...

1 0
0 2
0 3
10 0
1 1
010
010
2 0

0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0

(l!ornsponlJmce.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRTEND,-The followiug letur from a Missionary to Sailors
shows how important it is that there should be a steady continuance
of the useful work of sowing the good seed amongst our sailors and
soldiers. "Please accept my heartiest thanks for the two splendid.
parcels you sent me. They came just at a time when I was exceedingly
short of literature, and I did rejoice when I saw the parcels were from
you, as I know from past experience the variety and soundness of
the literature yOUT parcels contain. I was needing this kindly gift;
in fact, I am always in need of Gospel literature, and sometimes I
have almost been writing to ask if you could let me have some, but
f~lt that you have many calls. At the same time I am always glad
if you can send me a parc,el without anyone else going short." To
keep the book-mission going we need much good seed, and we welcome
. the help of friends of the soldier and sailor. Will they kindly send
parcels of books by parcel post or goods train, carriage paid 1
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6 Stirling Road, Bath Road, Bristol,
R. E. BRTDER.
August, 1920.
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l!JroHstant i5eacon.

THE PRIESTHOOD OF BELIEVERS.
By MARTIN LUTHER..
"HERE you will ask, 'If all who are in the Church are priests, by
what character are those whom we now call priests to be distinguished
from the laity l' I reply: By the use of these words' priest,' , clergy,'
, spiritual person,' , ecclesiastic,' an injustice has been done, since they
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have been transferred from the remaining body of Christians to those
few who are now, by a hurtful custom, called ecclesiastics. For Holy
Scripture makes no distinction between them, except that those who
are now boastfully called popes, bishops, and lords, it calls ministers,
servants, and stewards, who are to serve the rest in the ministry of
the Word, for teaching the faith of Christ and the liberty of believers.
For though it is true that we are all equally priests, yet we cannot,
nor onght we if we could, all to minister and teach publicly."(Lindsay's History of the Reformation, Vol. I., pp. 441-2).

•
A PILGRIMS' SOCIETY.
NEARLY two hundred years after the departure of the Pilgrim Fathers
from Plymouth in the Mayflower, a number of young pilgrims
founded a Society for pilgrims who had set out for a heavenly country.
The object of this Society (which was called The Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society) was to give "Life Pensions to the Aged Christian poor of
both sexes, and of every Protestant Denomination, who are not under
sixty years of age, and who give Scriptural evidence that they are of
the Household of Faith." Its pensioners number 1060, and it a,nnually
disposes of nearly £14,000 to the pilgrims whose names are on it"
list. Its Annual Report, just issued, says, " The ThirtJ.Nine Articles
and the Westminster Assembly's Confession of Faith substantially
express the doctrinal basis of the Society." Strangers and pilgrims
who would like to help forward this good 1V0rk should write to Mr.
John E. Hazelton, Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,
St. Paul's Chambers, 19, Ludgate Hill, London, E.CA. We have
just received the following reference to its work from his pen :"The Rev. T. Houghton, Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, has
kindly visited Tunbridge Wells, on behalf of the Society. He spoke
at our afternoon meeting, presided over by Major-General E. Owen
Hay, C.B., and preached an excellent sermon in the evening. Our
local friends were much encouraged, and espeeially by the gift of two
freehold houses, which will in due course be adapted for the purpases
of a Home for aged pilgrims. New Annual Reports, booklets, and
other literature have been published, and will be sent post free to any
address. The Quarterly Record contains a poi'trait of the late
Commander Key, R.N., and other illustrations, and an article by
Miss Philpot.
Brighton Anniversary will (D.V.) be held in the North Road Rooms
on Tuesday, October 12. Sale of work during the day, and afternoon
meeting presided over by J oseph A. Densham, Esq. Visitors to the
town will be heartily welcomed at the Home in Egremont Place.
Hornsey Rise Home recently commemorated its forty-ninth Anniversary. The sale of work was unusually good, and exeellent sermons
were preaehed by the Revs. J. W. Danee, A.K.C., and J. Raven.
The Committee of the Society pray that this Institution, which
God has so graciously blessed for 113 years, may still have the sympathy
and support of His people."
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