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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOMB time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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WORDS OP SPIRITUAL CAUTION. OOUNSEL, AND COMPORT.

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in a.ny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

PARABOLIC TEACHING ON PRAYER.
"And He spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought
always to pray, and not to faint. "-LUKE xviii. 1.

THERE are two parables in this chapter-the parable of the Importunate Widow, and the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican.
The first was spoken by our LORD to teach His people that they
ought always to pray and not to faint. The second was designed
to show them the folly of trusting in themselves that they were
righteous and despising others (v. 9). Both parables, however,
have to do with prayer. The first teaches us when to pray, and the
second teaches us how to pray. With these parables may also be
grouped the parable of the Friend at Midnight which also illustrates
importunate prayer (Luke xi. 5-8). With these three parables
before us, let us consider what they teach on the important subject
of prayer.
1. First, we are taught that GOD'S people should pray with all
humility of mind.
That is a prominent thought in the parable of the Pharisee and
the Publican. At the conclusion of that parable our LORD says,
•
" For everyone that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted." The two men, the Pharisee
and the Publican, both went up to the temple to pray. The
Pharisee, however,. did not really pray at all. He simply boasted
of his own self-righteousness, and thought with contempt of the
Publican whom he could see in the distance. He had no sense of
sin, no longing for pardon, no desire for blessing. He was selfsufficient. He gloried in his own merits. He boasted that he
fasted twice in the week, that is, one hundred and four times in
the year. It is a remarkable fact that the only regular fast enjoined
upon the children of Israel was a fast once a year on the Day of
Atonement. The word " fast" does not oocur in the Pentateuch.
On the Day of AtOlaement the children of Israel were enjoined to
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afflict their sonls, which probably refers to fasting. Thus only
once a year were the people of Israel Divinely enjoined to fast.
The Pharisee, however, thought he could improve on the LORD'S
Own commands, and he fasted one hundred and four times a year.
He was thus adding to the Word of GOD. External observances
appeal to the carnal man, and he thinks he can obtain Divine
favour thereby. But the carnal mind is enmity against GOD, and
is not subject to His law. They that are in the flesh, as the Pharisee
evidently was, cannot please GOD. They please themselves and
may favourably impress others by their outward devotions, but
they cannot please Him Who knoweth the heart. How different
was the prayer of the Publican! He would not lift up so much as
his eyes unto heaven, so deeply did he feel his sinfulness. He
smote upon his breast and cried, "GOD be merciful to me the
sinner" (R.V.). No thought of the Pharisee's sins occupied his
mind. He was so weighted down with a sense of bis own sins that
he did not trouble himself about other people's sins. He so felt
his own sins that he cried out for mercy from the depths of his
soul. He humbled himself before GOD, and sought for mercy
through a promised REDEEMER. The LORD commends him. He
says, " I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather
than the other." Though he was unrighteous, he was justified
or declared righteous because the righteousness of CHRIST was
imputed to him. A broken and a contrite heart GOD will not
despise. It is thus humbly that we need to enter into the holiest
by the blood of JESUS. Our approaches to the throne of grace
should always be for mercy as well as for grace to help in time of
need. What a mercy that mercy is obtainable! What a mercy
that "the blood of JESUS CHRIST His SON cleanseth us from all
sin." We cannot pray too humbly. We cannot draw near to the
throne with too deep a consciousness of our sinfulness or with too
low an estimation of ourselves. "Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of GOD, that He may exalt you in due
time" (1 Peter v. 6).
2. Seoondly, we are tauglU that GOD'S people should pray always.
Our LORD was addressing His disciples when He spake the
parable of the Importunate Widow (see Luke xvii. 22). "He spake
a parable unto them to the end that they ought always to pray,
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and not to faint" (RV.). The need of constant prayer is frequently enjoined. In the Epistle to the Romans we have the
words, "Continuing stedfastly in prayer" (chap. xii. 12, RV.).
To the Ephesians the apostle says, "Praying always" (chap.
vi. 18). To the Colossians he says, "Continue in prayer" (chap.
iv. 2). To the Thessalonians he says, "Rejoice alway; pray
without ceasing; in everything give thanks: for this is the will
of GOD in CHRIST JESUS to you-ward" (1 Thess. v. 16-18, RV.).
Our GOD would have us always to give ourselves to prayer. We
are always in need, always in danger, always helpless in ourselves,
and hence we need to give ourselves always to prayer. We are
prone to restrain prayer. We are in danger of being cold and
heartless in prayer. We may even neglect prayer and allow our
intercourse with our heavenly FATHER to be interrupted and even
crowded out. The LoRD l'Ilew our weaknesses, and hence the
frequent reminder in His Word of praying always. 0 how needful
it is to pray, and how easily we may allow late rising, the newspaper, business, and the cares of the world or of the family, to
deprive us of time for private, family, and public prayer. Let
us remember that our LORD teaches us that we ought always to
pray. We can never get beyond the need of prayer. The more
we have to do the more need there is to pause and pray. We were
much impressed recently with the words of Samuel to Saul which
we read at family prayer. The words were, "Stand thou still a
while that I may show thee the Word of GOD" (1 Sam. i..". 27).
Do we not all often need, in these days of rush, to stand still awhile
that we may pray, and that we may hear what GOD the LORD
has to say to us out of His Word ~
3. Thirdly, we are taught that GOD'S people need to pmy persiJVeringly.
They not only need to pray always about everything, but they
need to pray perseveringly about some things. There are things
which we sometimes need, and we cry unto GOD in reference to
them, and no answer comes. We are then tempted to give up
praying for those particular things. But delays are not always
denials. The LORD is pleased to test and to develop our faith by
delaying to answer. It was thus that He dealt with the Syrophoonician woman, and when He had sufficiently tested her, then
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He said, "0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as
thou wilt" (Matt. xv. 28). Perseverance in prayer is the prominent
thought in the parable of "The Importunate Widow." She had
an adversary, and she went to the unjust judge and said, " Avenge
me of mine adversary." He would not do so for a while, but at
last he responded to her request, lest by her continual coming he
would become wearied with her constant entreaties. This poor
widow is an example to GOD'S people. They should persevere in
their entreaties to the righteous JUDGE of all the earth. If an
unjust judge will hear a persevering suppliant, "Shall not GOD
avenge His Own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though
He bear long with them ~ I tell you that He will avenge them
speedily" (Luke xviii. 2-8). Hesitate not, then, to cry unto
your GOD, ye who belong to His beloved, His elect, His redeemed
family. He taketh pleasure in His people. He loves His children.
His eyes are upon them, and His ears are open unto their prayers.
Our " adversary the devil" seeketh to devour us, but our omnipotent GOD is able to deliver. Moreover, He "knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptations" (2 Peter ii. 9). Therefore
let us trust in Him and not be afraid.
4. Lastly, we are taught to pray perseveringly for others of the
LORD'S family as well as for ourselves.
This is the thought of the parable of the Friend at Midnight
(Luke xi. 5-8). Miss Habershon in her Study of the Parohles
suggests that this parable "might be called the parable of the
three friends: the hungry friend, the praying friend, and the
wealthy friend." The praying friend evidently knocked at the
door of the wealthy friend. It was midnight. The door was shut.
The wealthy friend and his children were in bed. He did not like
to be disturbed. At first he said, " Trouble me not . . . I cannot
rise and give thee." A request for the loan of three loaves to set
before the hungry friend had been called out, and at first there was
refusal. Eventually, however, because of the urgent pressing of
the need by the praying friend, the wealthy friend (our LoRD
teaches us) would arise and give as many loaves as were needed.
This is a homely illustration. GOD'S people have a wealthy Friend
in heaven. They have a Friend Who neither slumbers nor sleeps.
They have a Friend to Whom they can go at all hours, a Friend
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'Vho is never irritated at whatever time they come, and a Friend,
moreover, Who can supply all their need according to His riches
in glory. There may be occasions when they have literally nothing
to set before anticipated visitors or even to supply the wants of
their own families. They are often literally a poor and needy
people. But our LORD teaches them to persevere in prayer both
on behalf of themselves and others. If an unwilling earthly friend
will respond to importunate prayer, how much more will a willing
Friend grant our requests. He bids us to call upon Him in the
day of trouble, and assures us that He will hear and deliver. 0
then, let us ask as the widow did. Let us both ask and knock all
apparently did the praying friend. The result in both calles will
be sure and gratifying. " Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." Note
the words which follow: "Everyone that asketh, receiveth; and
he that seeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be
opened." "Everyone "-be he high or low, rich or poor, whoever
he may be, if he is one of the LORD'S believing people-" Every
one that asketh receiveth."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, N or/olk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghton).

I HAD a sweet feeling of the blessedness of sitting down in a quiet
and humble residence, and there praying the Lord's prayer all our
lifetime. What a substance! Adoption, adoration, submission,
daily bread, mutual love, love even to our enemies, forgiveness of
sins, deliverance from temptation, and from all evil! If a man is
following after these things by faith, he has great gain both here and
hereafter.-Bemard Gilpin.
IRELAND had eleven times as many priests and bishops as R.C.
Belgium, ten times as many priests and nuns as R.C. Austria; these
people were rich in the grants, privileges and immunities which they
enjoyed, but they contributed little or nothing to the spiritual or to the
temporal felicity of the land. The British Exchequer subsidized Irish
education. The grant in aid was said to be one guinea per pupil more
than in England or Scotland. And what was the result of the control
of education having been in the hands of the priests 1 With about the
same number of people as in Scotland, Ireland had twice as many
schools, 3500 more head teachers, and twice as many illiterates.-The
Rev. R. Mercer- Wilson at the Women's Protestant Uni{)n Conference.
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THE DEVELOPMENT AlW GROWTH OF EVIL IN THE
CHURCH.

" Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, The kingdom ot
heaven is like to a grain ot mustard seed, which a man took, and
sowed in His field.. which indeed is the least ot all seeds,. but
when it is grown, it is the greatest arrwng herbs, and becometh
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches
thereof. Another parable spake He unto them .. The kingdom
ot heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in
three measures ot meal, till the whole was leavened."-MATT.
xiii. 31-33.
THIS chapter contains seven parables. Four of them were spoken
to the multitude, and three others to the disciples privately. Our
Lord explained to His disciples the meaning of the parables of the
Sower, the Tares, and the Draw-net, but He gave no explanation
of the parables of the Mustard Seed, the Leaven, the Hid Measure,
and the Pearl of great price. His explanation, however, of the
three parables mentioned above and the teaching of other portions
of Scripture will guide us in the interpretation of the parables of
the Mustard Seed and the Leaven. It is plain that all the parables
in this chapter are more or less prophetic. The parable of the
Sower, for example, sets forth the different effects which the sowing
of the seed of the Gospel would produce in the hearts of men all
through the present dispensation. Guided by its teaching the
Christian sower will not be surprised if much of the seed which he
sows bears no fruit. He will perceive from its teaching that the
greater number will reject the Gospel, and that the way to heaven
will be traversed by the few, while the way to hell will be traversed
by the many.
The parable of the Tares teaches that even the few who receive
the seed into hearts prepared by the Spirit will not be left alone
by the great enemy of Christ and His people. The same devi.
who catches away the seed out of the hearts of wayside hearers
lest they should believe and be saved is seen in the second parable
sowing tares among the wheat, the result being that both must
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grow together until the harvest which our Lord says " is the end
of the world."
The activity of Satan is seen in both parables, and he so far
trinmphs that" the children of the wicked one" are mingled with
"the children of the kingdom" right on to the end of the age.
Thus, before we come to the parables of the Mustard Seed and the
Leaven, we are taught by the previous parables that the number
of the saved in this dispensation would be comparatively few, and
that even amongst those few, evil men would be introduced by
Satan into the Church who are out of sympathy with spiritual
truth and are strangers to the grace of God in their own hearts.
The parables of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven, therefore, are
evidently designed to set forth the effects which would follow the
intermingling of the evil with the good.
1. With these thoughts in our mind let us now consider the probable meaning of the parable of the Mustard SfJPA.
The kingdom of heaven apparently denotes the Church in its
mixed condition comprising the tares and the wheat, "the children
of the wicked one" and " the children of the kingdom." In other
words, it denotes Christendom or Christ's kingdom. Note the
words, "The Son of Man shall send forth His angels, and they
shall gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity" (v. 41). Now Christ's kingdom was at first
comparable to a grain of mustard seed. It was small in its dimensions. We do not know the exact number of our Lord's disciples
at the time of His ascension. On one occasion after His resurrection "He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once"
(1 Cor. xv. 6). Even so, His people were few in number. The
parable teaches, however, that the grain of mustard seed would
grow into a tree. Hence Christ's kingdom was destined to become
great and large. There would be growth and development. The
number of professors would greatly increase. The question arises,
however, would the professing Church become great in a good
sense or in an evil sense. Manifestly, from the teaching of the
parable of the Tares, if there was an increase in the number of
" the children of the kingdom " there would also be an increase in
We have no
the number of " the children of the wicked one."
reason to suppose that the devil goes to sleep. Having begun to
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mingle the evil with the good he would continue his evil work
and bring all his forces to bear upon it. Moreover all history and
experience prove that the evil often gains the ascendency and
triumphs over the good. The government passes easily out of
the hands of the good into the hands of the evil. Gradually and
almost imperceptibly the old stalwarts are replaced by men less
firm, less faithful, less sound in doctrine, and less spiritual in
methods; and even worldly-minded and unconverted men gain
positions of power, influence, and authority in the professing
Church.
VIe believe, then, that the parable of the Mustard Seed is a
prophecy indicating the worldly greatness which would eventually
characterize the professing Church. VIe know from Church
history that this was what actually happened. In the fourth
century, when the Church was favoured by the State under Constantine, worldly greatness was one of its great characteristics.
"The more general adoption of Christianity was followed by an
increase of splendour in all that concerned the worship of God.
Churches were built and adorned with greater cost; the officiating
clergy were attired in gorgeous vestures; the music became more
elaborate, and many new ceremonies were introduced ... The
change was not unaccompanied by serious evils which even already
began to produce their effects. St. J erome complains of the
magnificence which WM lavished on churches-their marble walls
and pillars, their gilded ceilings, their jewelled altars-which he
contrasts with the neglect of all care in the choice of fit persons for
the ministry; and he scornfully reprobates the arguments which
would defend the richness of furniture and decoration in Christian
churches by analogies derived from the Jewish system. Multitudes
were drawn into the Church by the conversion of the emperor,
without any sufficient understanding of their new profession-with
minds still possessed by heathen notions and corrupted by the
general depravation of heathen morality. The governors of the
Church attempted to recommend the Gospel to such converts by
ceremonies which might rival those of their old religion, and so, it
was hoped, might attract them to the true and saving essentials
with which the Christian ceremonies were connected. But unhappily Christianity itself lost in the process-not ouly being

378

The Gospel Magazine

discredited by unworthy professors, but becoming affected in its
doctrines and practices by heathenism. Pagan usages were
adopted-the burning of lamps or candles by day (which, even so
lately as the time of Lactantius, had been a subject of ridicule for
the Christian controversialists), incense, lustrations, and the like;
and there was indeed too much foundation for the reproach with
which the ManichaJan Faustus assailed the Church: 'The sacrifices of the heathen ye have turned into feasts of charity; their
idols into martyrs, whom ye honour with the like religious offices
unto theirs; the ghosts of the dead ye appease with wine and
delicates' . . . A merely external performance of duties, as it
was all that heathenism required, came to be regarded by many
as sufficient in Christianity also, and bounty to the Church was
supposed to cover the guilt of sins . . . Many persons were found
at church for the great Christian ceremonies, and at the theatres,
or even at the temples, for the heathen spectacles. The ritual of
the Church was viewed as a theatrical exhibition. The sermons
were listened to as the displays of rhetoricians; and eloquent
preachers were cheered with clapping of hands, stamping of feet,
waving of handkerchiefs, cries of 'Orthodox!' , Thirteenth
apostle! ' and other like demonstrations" (History of the Christian
Church. By James C. Robertson, M.A. Vo!' ii., pp. 43-45).
This extract from a Church historian sufficiently indicates the
worldly greatness of the professing Church in the fourth century.
Its numbers had greatly increased, and the profession of Christianity had become fashionable and popular. Along with this
there were external splendour, gorgeous vestments, elaborate
music, sensuous ceremonies, and apostasy from sound doctrine.
Christianity became "affected in its doctrines and practices by
heathenism." Pagan usages were adopted, and externalism and
formalism prevailed. Thus the professing Church had indeed
grown great, but it was a worldly greatness. The" birds of the
air" indeed came and lodged in the branches of this symbolic
tree, but they must be understood as symbols of evil rather than
of good. Multitudes of unconverted heathen found shelter under
the branches of this tree. As in the parable of the Sower "the
fowls of the air " symbolize Satan," so in that of the Mustard Seed
the birds must be taken as symbolizing his followers (see Luke
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viii. 5, 12, and Matt. xiii. 32). The tree in Nebuchadnezzar's
dream is another remarkable instance of worldly greatness apart
from God being symbolized by that figure (see Dan. iv. 20-24).
Who can behold the present condition of Christendom without
being struck with the worldly pomp, magnificence and splendour
which are now encouraged ~ The Church of Rome is remarkable
for its costly churches, gorgeous vestments, elaborate music,
splendid processions, brilliant lights, and histrionic displays. Her
Illany sacerdotal imitators in the Church of England are scarcely
behind her in their love of outward pomp and show in connection
with Church services. Even many who bear the honoured name
of Evangelical decorate their Communion tables with crosses and
flowers and costly "altar cloths" so called, and encourage formality in worship by resorting to elaborate music, besides displaying an undue love of outward pomp and show. Although the
Church Catechism enjoins the renunciation of "the pomps and
vanity of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh,"
these things are heing encouraged by the appeals to the senses
which figure so prominently in many of our Church services. The
professing Church has indeed become great, but it has departed
from that purity of doctrine, that simplicity in worship, and that
separateness from the world which characterize the teaching of
Scripture, and to which the Reformers sought to restore the Church.
Christ's kingdom is not of this world. His people are chosen out
of the world. They are strangers and pilgrims here below. In
proportion as they are faithful to Him the world will hate them.
The world is not the Church's home. Here she has no continuing
city. Her greatness and glory are yet to come. At present she
must be content to be despised and rejected of men as her Lord
was. She must recollect that "The friendship of the world is
enmity with God" (J ames iv. 4).
2. We now ask the attention of our readers to the teaching of the
pamble of the Leaven.

The more common interpretation regards the Leaven as a symbol
of that which is good, and interprets the parable as setting forth
the leavening influence of the Gospel in a world which lieth in the
wicked one. For example, Grimm's Greek-English Lexicon of
the New Testament says, in reference to the words "until the

I

380

The Gospel Magazine

whole was leavened" (Matt. xill. 33), that these are" words which
refer to the saving power of the Gospel, which from a small beginning
will gradually pervade and transform the whole human race."
Yet in reference to leaven as used in other parts of the New Testament the same Lexicon explains it to be used metaphorically" of
inveterate mental and moral corruption." The view that leaven
points to the saving power of the Gospel, which will gradually
pervade and transform the whole human race, is contrary both to
the prophetic teaching of Scripture and to the teaching of history
and experience. The parable of the Sower teaches us that comparatively few of the human race would profit by the sowing of
the Gospel seed. That of the Tares teaches how Satan would
mingle the evil with the good, and that both would continue together until the end. Our Lord asks, "When the Son of Man
cometh, shall He find faith on the earth? "-suggesting that few
believers comparatively would then be living, so great would be
the apostasy from the faith. The prophetic teaching of 1 Tim. iv.
and 2 Tim. ill. and iv. shows that perilous times would mark the
closing days of this dispensation. There would be a departure
from the faith. Men would no longer endure sound doctrine, but
would turn away their ears from the truth and turn aside
unto fables. There is nothing in Scripture to lead us to expect
that in this dispensation the whole human race will be transformed
by the influence of the Gospel. God is only taking out of the
nations a people for His name. All history and experience teach
the same truth. If the whole human race had been transformed
by the Gospel, the late terrible war, with all its unexampled
cruelties, perpetrated by a highly cultured nation, which had
been blessed by the great Reformer Luther and the Bible which he
translated, would have been impossible. Look at the awful state
of things which has been prevailing in Ireland, and note the corruptions and apostasy from truth in Christendom at large, and in
our own country in particular, and then say, if we can, that the
Gospel has transformed the whole human race. The late Dr.
Tregelles in his book on Daniel says, "Let an intelligent Buddhist
or Mahometan come into Christendom, and he will see the mass of
the nations holding fast corrupted doctrine, and presenting this
corruption of truth (in Scripture language leaven) to the attention
of external nations" (Tregelles on Daniel, p. 210).
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Facts such as these have led many to interpret the leaven in the
parable in a bad sense. They believe that the leaven denotes
corruption in doctrine and practice, and that the woman represents
the professing Church-a moral and ecclesiastical system-exercising its power and influence to corrupt the pure doctrine of the
Gospel. In favour of this view we may notice three facts.
(1). Our Lord in His other uses of the word "leaven" uses it to
denote that which is evil.
He says to His disciples, "Take heed and beware of the leaven
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." The disciples at first did
not grasp His meaning. Then our Lord said, "I spake it not to
you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and of the Sadducees. Then understood they how that
He bade them beware . . . of the doctrine of the Pharisees and
of the Sadducees" (Matt. xvi. 6-12). Our Lord would not bid
His disciples beware of sound doctrine. Evidently then He warned
them against the leavening influence of the evil doctrines of Pharisees and Sadducees. The Pharisees were the formalists of the day.
The Sadducees, who said there was no resurrection, neither angel,
nor spirit, were the rationalists of the day. They correspond to
the Ritualists and Rationalists or Modernists of our own day. Of
t.heir doctrines we are to beware. In another passage our Lord
uses leaven as a figure of hypocrisy. He says, "Beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy" (Luke xii. 1).
(2). The Apostle Paul also uses the word "leaven" in an evil
sense.
In Galatians v. 9 he says, "A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump." He uses the word here of the evil influence of the false
doctrine of those who made circumcision necessary to salvation.
It was a denial of the great truth that salvation is wholly of grace
through faith in the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. Justification
by the law in any degree was a falling away from the doctrine that
we are justified freely by God's grace through the redemption which
is in Christ Jesus.
Again, in 1 Cor. v. 1-8, the apostle uses the word" leaven" to
denote immorality and malice and wickedness. Thus in every
other instance in which the word "leaven" is used in the New
Testament it denotes false doctrine or evil practices; in other
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words, it is used in a bad sense, Why then should we interpret
the word in a good sense in the parable of the Leaven ~
(3), Lastly, the whole history of the professing Church confirms the
view that leaven is here used in a bad sense,
Even ,in apostolic times the corruption of false doctrine was
being iiitroduced, This evil went on increasing. Despite the
Creeds, which were drawn up as expressing the pure doctrines
held by the professing Church, corruption in doctrine and in morals
went on increasing until by the mercy of God the awful apostasy
from Bible truth became realized in the sixteenth century, The
study of the Greek Testament by scholars, and the translation of
the Bible into German and English, opened the eyes of large numbers, and the Reformation was a revolt against the awful corruptions
of the middle ages. In reference to those corruptions the Third
part of the Homily against Peril of Idolatory says, "So that laity
and clergy, learned and unlearned, all ages, sects, and degrees of
men, women, and children of whole Christendom (a horrible and
most dreadful thing to think) have been at once drowned in abominable idolatry, of all other vices most detested of God and most
damnable to man, and that by the space of eight hundred years
and more."
The leaven of error, however, is still exercising its baneful influence. All the Protestant denominations are imbibing higher
critical views of the Scriptures, and are departing from the great
foundation truths of the Gospel. Our Lord in these parables
instructs His true people as to the true character of this dispensation. Following His teaching they are enabled to be calm amid
increasing apostasy, because they perceive that His unerring Word
is coming to pass. Moreover, His teaching on the development
and growth of evil in the professing Church is designed to warn
them against being led away by the evils of the times in which they
live. 'Vith such teaching before us may we, dear readers, remember
the words of the Apostle Peter. He says, "We have also a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed
in your hearts, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day star arise" (2 Peter i. 19).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
« And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned
from the Lord God of I smel, Which had appeared unto Him twice,
and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not
go after other gads: but he kept not that which the Lord commanded."
- 1 KINGS xi. 9, 10.
WE have a very sad and solemn lesson before us for our consideration
.at this time! And I was thinking if Solomon went so much
.astray, how much more we! (dear reader, I speak for myself). The
Lord loved him from his birth (yea more, He had loved him from all
eternity). He had named him, and given him an important place in
the kingdom. He had richly blessed and extensively endowed him
with wisdom so that" he exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches
and for wisdom." He had entrusted to him the building of the temple.
He had given him wisdom and understanding exceeding much, " ...
as He had promised him." Yet he disobeyed. Oh, beloved, if this
man" kept not the commandment" of his God, where are we 1 There
is that" BUT" which stands out in sad dark contrast to all we have
previously read of Solomon's greatness and the flourishing of his kingdom. Chapter after chapter delights us as we read of the preparation
for and the building of the temple; of the love and devotion of Hiram
for David's sake; of the visit and astonishment of the Queen of Sheba ;
of the dedication of the finished temple and Solomon's prayer, the
longest recorded prayer in the Bible, is it not 1 Solomon was seven
.years building the temple. The people offered willingly and had a
mind to work, so that it was accomplished in a comparatively short
time. The building of his own house took 13 years. I like t{) think
·that the greater work was accomplished in the less time, as the work
wholly dedicated to God and of far greater importance and concern
'than His servant's house. Thus" at the end of twenty years the two
houses were completed." Great was the joy in Israel, and great the
peace of his reign. Then we turn a page and open a new chapt"r, and
'the solemn little word " BUT" commences it. "But Solomon loved
many strange women," etc. Oh! how treacherous our hearts! 'Who
knows their own weak spot therein better than Satan 1 He knows
-exactly where to tempt and what will lead the heart astray; and once
the temptation is yielded to, lukewarmness to the things of God creeps
·over us, and then the greater and more easy the downward path away
from God and holiness. His law is slighted, His sovereignty is dis'owned, and ofttimes horrible are the falls which follow. Solomon's
heart went after many strange women at first. The throne of idolatry
was set up in the affections of his heart, and soon we read he went
after other gods! The very women he loved were idolators, and
·enemies to God, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, the
Zidonians, and Hittites, beside the daughter of Pharaoh. It was of
26
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those very nations the Lord had commanded the children of Israel,
" Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you, for
surely they will turn away your heart after their gods." The command
was given and the reason graciously given also as a warning, and yet
Solomon clave unto these in love! The very thing the Lord had commanded His servant not to do, Solomon did. So you see, dear reader,
the Lord is always before Satan. Satan may know much, but he is
not omnipotent. Satan knows exactly the weak spot which will
respond to his devices to ensnare and lead astray. But the Lord our
God is mightier. He is stronger than all His foes, and will outwit
the deepest designs of the arch-enemy to entrap the weakest or the
strongest of His children. Satan, as we have remarked, knew the wcak
place in Solomon's heart. But the Lord not only knew it, but warned
His servant against it! It was when the Lord appeared to Solomon
" the second time, as he had appeared to him in Gibeon," that He
said, He had heard his prayer and supplication, and had hallowed the
house which Solomon had built, " And if thou wilt walk before lI'£e,
as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness,
to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep My
statutes and My judgments; then I will establish the throne of thy
kingdom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David thy father,
saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel.
But if ye shall at all turn from following Me, ye or your children,
and will not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have
set before you, but go and serve other gods, and worship them; then
I will cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this
house, which I have hallowed for My name, will I cast out of My sight;
and Israel shall be a proverb and a by-word among all people." When
the Lord appeared to Solomon at the first time He had said, " Ask
what I shall give thee," and we remember that the grace-constrained
heart of Solomon asked for" an understanding heart to judge Thy
people, that I may discern between good and bad," and how "the
speech pleased the Lord," and how He gave His servant much more
than he had asked. Then Solomon went forward under Divine calling,
sanction and blessing to the work whereunto he had been called, and
was enabled to carry it out successfully. But as time goes on, affections are alienated, love grows lukewarm. Greatness may have been
a snare, and Solomon's heart went astray. Then the Lord appears
to him the second time and gives him all the warning which we have
quoted. But the first departure has probably already been taken.
The Lord who reads all hearts sees that His servant is growing cold
in his once wholly dedicated affections to the house of his God. Step
by step the downward course is taken. Declension begins with very
small beginnings, but often leads to tremendous and disastrous results.
The children of Israel "mingled with the heathen." Then they
followed their idols and became vain, and presently revolted from
God and forgat the God Who made them, and provoked Him with
great provocations.
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So Solomon chose strange women for his company. He broke the
line of separation, that holy line of division wb.ich marks off the children
of God from others. Solomon's new companions "turned away his
heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord
his God." Then" Solomon did evil in the sight of t·he Lord and went
not fully after the Lord, as David his father did." Next we find him
"building an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab."
" And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense
and sacrificed unto their gods." Is this the once godly, favoured
Solomon 1 Is this the king who dedicated the house of God which
he had built with that wonderfnl prayer 1 Oh! beloved, how humbling these lessons are! What need for us to go tenderly, softly,
watchfully, prayerfully !
" The Lord was angry with Solomon," and justly and rightly so.
" The Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite :
he was of the king's seed in Edom." A foe of his own seed and household! And yet" another adversary" did God stir up, in Rezon, the
son of Eliadah, and he gathered men unto him and became their captain
and reigned in Damascus. "And he was an adversary to Israel all
the days of Solomon, beside the mischief that Hadad did." Thus we
see how, step by step, Solomon in wandering from God met with
disaster, and worse than all, the Lord's displeasure! The word of the
Lord is true, "If ye walk contrary to Me, I will walk contrary to
you. "
The kingdom once peaceable is now rent, and strife and rebellion
follow. Meanwhile the Lord speaks the precious promise, "Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept My Covenant
and My statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the
kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding,
in thy days I will not do it, for David thy father's sake: but I will
rend it out of the hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away
all the kingdom; but will give one tribe to thy son for David My
servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake which I have chosen." Oh!
see how the Covenant stands! J ehovah remembers His sworn word,
and He will not lie unto David with whom He had made " an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure."
Oh! how mercy shines out. The Holy and Righteous God Who
dwelleth in unsullied holiness cannot wink at gin. Sin must be dealt
with, and it was dealt with in the Church's glorious Substitute; but
His children who transgress must be visited with the rod. "If his
children forsake My law, and walk not in My jud'gments: if they
break My statutes, and keep not My commandments: then will I
visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniqillty with stripes."
Thus must Solomon see in his guilty departure from the God Who
had so highly favoured him, how declension and coldness follow, and
worst of all the hiding of God's face from his once favoured servant.
"Hide not Thy face from me," cried the Psalmist, "lest I be like
one that goeth down into the pit": and every child of God dreads
that most.

",
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May the lesson speak to us. The Lord had spoken to Solomon,
and he was highly favoured to have these dual revelations. Has the
Lord spoken to you and to me, dear friend, though our lot and life be
in some infinitely humbler sphere 1 May we seek much grace to take
heed and to watch our steps and to cry to Him for His preserving
grace hour by hour, day by day. God has spoken in His holiness,
" Yea twice have I heard it that power belongeth unto God,"
He has spoken to us in His dear Incarnate Son. And He will speak
again when He shall appear the second time apart from sin unto salvation. May we be kept for that great Day and enabled to walk very
circumspectly that the beauty of the Lord our God may be upon us ;
and may He establish the work of our hands for His Name's sake and
for His glory.
Turibridge WeUs.
R.

,Sermons anll Notes of .sermonS'.
A RARE
A

DISCOURSE.

COMMUNION SERMON PREACHED BY SAMUEL RUTHERFORD

1634,
" Let us be glad and 1'ejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage
of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready."REV. xix. 7-14.
HERE is an exhortation to be glad and rejoice with thanksgiving, with
two reasons for it. "For. the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His
wife hath made herself ready." Here is a question in the entry: Is
there not a time to rejoice and a time to mourn 1 It is now rather a
time for the kirk to mourn and be sad. The kirk, the poor woman
with child, hard upon the down-lying, travailing, and having not an
hour's reckoning, is chased by the dragon to the wilderness; but in
chapter xix. 7 the kirk is brought in singing and rejoicing; hence
let the world turn upside down and come as it will, the saints will
get a life of it.
They are God's birds that sing in the winter, when God's set time
is come. Isa. liv. 1: "Sing, 0 barren, thou that didst not bear;
break forth into singing," etc., and yet they were captives, and banished
people in the meantime. Zech. ix. 9: "Rejoice greatly, 0 Jerusalem,
shout,. etc. Behold, thy King cometh !" And yet they had no king
at all, but were in the pit where was no water; they were in bondage,
So in Isa. xl. 1, when the people were under the water, " Comfort ye,
comfort ye my people, saith the Lord; speak comfortably to Jerusalem."
When the day is fair, and the spirit flows, and the wind is in the
west, we can all then sing, and rejoice, and believe. If God would
each day come and take His children on His knees, and lay their head
in His bosom, saying, "Weep not, hold your tongue," we could all
IN THE YEAR
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then sing, and rejoice, and helieve; hut we must learn hy faith to
make a window in our prison, and look out and see daylight, and the
Bridegroom coming, and then we shall rejoice beforehand. We are
like fools and spoilt bairns taking offence at our Lord, like Jacob,
and then we will not be comforted. Our Lord cannot get us drawn
to the house of wine to take a cup of consolation; but truly we must
learn to sing when God bids us. If the winter night be never so dark,
believers must aye rejoice; therefore rejoice, my dearly beloved, for
we will get day about yet when the marriage day is come. Luke vi. 23 :
Rejoice and leap for joy, every day, for that day, when they separate
you from their company. Luke xxi. 28: "When all these tlllngs
shall come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for the day
of your redemption draweth near." They were casting down their
heads, but faith must rejoice in the hope of deliverance.
Let us gio;e honou,. to Him. Joy should not be without praise. Alas!
we rejoice in ourselves, and not in God. It is a bastard joy that is
without praise. Psa. xxxiii. 1, 2: "Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous.
Praise the Lord with harp." In 1 Thess. v. 16 the Apostle Paul
couples these together, "Rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing,
in all things give thanks." It is sorry mnsic in heaven that wants
praising of Him who sits on the throne. Our Lord gets often deaf
nuts from us in our spiritual joy. We take joy as a breakfast, and sit
down upon our joy, and wlllne as we do. So we wrong our Lord,
when our joy bringeth not forth thanksgiving.
It is not enough to rejoice that ye hope to get a kiss of Christ in
ordinances, except ye come to this to give Him a sacrifice of praise.
We often draw our joy home to ourselves, and make Christ a babe
to play ourselves with, and feed our foolish sense with: were we
thankful, and referred all our sense to praising, we should not get so
many hungry meals. But what is the matter? Wherefore are ye
bidden rejoice and be glad? The kirk speaks her word with a warrant,
wherefore rejoice; know ye no better? Have ye not good cause to
rejoice? Is not the Lamb's marriage come? Then nothing more feeds
the soul of the godly with delight than this, that the marriage day is
come and at hand. It is something worth indeed, that the poor widow,
the kirk, has married so right a husband: "For the earth is the Lord's,
and the fulness thereof" (Psa. xxiv. 1). Ye need not fear scant, nor
that Christ will scale house; "the marriage is come." It is not
simply to the glorified in heaven, but the time is come when God will
make good all His promises to His kirk in Christ. Say ye, was not
this marriage of the Lamb before? Yea, was not Christ His kirk's
Husband and Well-beloved from the beginning?
In God's purpose He was from eternity the King, Lord, and Husband
of His kirk; but for the going out of the marriage, we are to know,
that the kirk was suited and wooed long before the marriage. Christ
took not His wife at the first blink, as Samson fell in love with his
wife; but He married with advisement, so to speak; He and His
kirk are thrice lawfully proclaimed in the preached Gospel. There
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are meetings and communings about the heads of the contract; wherein
Christ tells of His own excellencies and His Fatber's glory, and what
mansions are above. As long as the first husband (the htw) lives,
Christ does not marry (Rom. vii. I). If ye and the world be handfastened together, that marriage must be divorced, or else He will not
look on that side of the house ye are in. Before it come to this, " Even
so I take her," Christ makes three journeys to His wife.
1st: When He came in the flesh He wooed sinners, and offered
or proclaimed Himself to the world. 2nd: After His ascension to
heaven, he comes another journey, by His Spirit, in His ministers, who
preach the Gospel: so, as Paul saith, you are betrothed to a new
husband. 3rd: He will come again at the last day, and complete
the marriage. I suspect a hasty marriage to be a sudden vengeance :
men and women all on a sudden being greatly wrought upon by carnal
persuasions, fly to Christ and flock to ordinances, to eat and drink
with Him, or ever He woo them; mauy profess to come to take Christ
and have another husband at home, the world, their lusts; that is
foul play: you must be single or else you cannot marry Him.
I will ask of all of you who are come here this day, if your husband,
the world, be dead 1 Try if your lusts be dead, and sin mortified;
otherwise look for no match with Christ. If the world and ye are as
great friends as ever you were, I shall not believe that you and Christ
are in the way of marriage. They that are married to Christ have been
cast down, wintered and summered, burnt and scaled, and can tell
you what a strange shift the love of Christ has to make; both at sin,
and all other things.
His wife hath made herself ready. How makes the kirk, the Lamb's
wife, herself ready 1 In Col. i. 12 Paul speaketh of " giving thanks
to the Father who hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light." Doth not God here readily answer both as
true 1 God draws, and we run, for God and we meet not against
our will, as Simon carried Christ's cross; nor as Balaam's ass spake
that knew not what he spake; nor as the lilies grow, and labour not,
and yet are better clothed than Solomon was. Our Lord has our
hearts in His hand, as a man's way is before the fire to form and fashion
the metal as he pleaseth, and to set His stamp on man's heart; JJe
puts on the stamp as the wax receiveth it-a stone would not receive
it. The man's mouth blows the trumpet, but all the sound comes
from the man's breath. The ship sails; the pilot fills not the sails,
bnt it is the wind that fills the sails. Our God begins and works upon
the will and the heart, and changes it, and lets us see the excellency
of our new Husband and Lord; and when we make ourselves ready,
we follow on to the smell of His garments. If God draw and ye stand
still, if God blow upon you, and strike and work, and cast you down,
and yet ye are as hard as a rock or a stone under his hand, you have
not made yourself ready; so ye are not at all married to Christ.
o my dearly beloved, make some preparation more or less for Him;
ye must be changed, and forswear your old Adam, and forget your
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father's house; cast off your ilk-days' garments, and get a wedding
garment, and think not that Christ and your old ragged garments,
your lusts, will agree together. Many, on the other hand, hearing
that there must be a preparation for the marriage, and that they
cannot be married to Christ in their sin and guilt, believe that He is
angry, especially after a great out-cast; therefore they stand afar
off from Christ, and seek not after Him at all, because they are not
prepared. The Lamb's wife doth make herself ready, but I have not
made myself ready, say ye; nay, I know not hut if I go in my guilt,
I shall be put away in His anger; and there ye stick like a ship on
the sand-bed of fears and doubtings, lest God be angry, and not a foot
can ye win nearer hand to Christ. What then shall unprepared souls
do under these doubtings and unrepented-of sins that anger Christ?
So I shall labour to answer what troubles such, and hinders their
humbly setting too, and coming away (going ahead). Firstly, they are
troubled about Christ's nature. Secondly, about tbeir warrant to come
unprepared. And thirdly, they are troubled with Satan and the law
of God.
As for going to Christ, say they, it is a needless errand, I will not
mend myself. Answer: The sluggard tells aye his answer before he
goes his errand; the knavish servant's excuse is aye when he is sent an
errand, " There is a lion in the way." What if ye find an open door,
and Christ coming out to meet you mid-way 1 Christ played as
merciful a part to the forlorn prodigal son. Ay, but if I find
fire and sword when I come to the door, how shall I get in?
Answer: What if it be a false glass wherein ye see 1 Alas!
when sinners would be at Christ, He never holds out fire and
sword to chase them away; that is but Satan's fire and sword that
alarms you. I love your hope all the hetter, that the devil opposes it ;
hut I say, though Christ gloom on you, as on the woman of Canaan,
yet go forward; they are sweet coals that hurn a soul flightering to
be at Christ; that fire will never be your death. When want of
preparation holds a man from Christ it is the devil. Men take Christ
to be proud, when it is themselves: they are proud, and will not go
to Christ till they can give Him a meeting, and buy mercy. Nay,
you are to go without money, that is a better market. 0, think ye
shame to be in Christ.'s common?
Secondly: Oh! says the soul, I want a warrant; it is presumptuous
to go to Christ with such a backful of guilt as I have. Answer: I
say, it is both pride and presumption to abide away. I hope you
will not trust in your own strength or in yourselves, or else you would
not complain of your being unprepared as ye do. Lean but to Christ,
and then complain not, but presume your fill on Him, providing you
think yourself unworthy of Him. It is not presumption to take a
grip of Christ's naked sword, though it should cut your hand. Oh!
says the soul, you have not told me of a warrant to rush in unprepared
to an angry Christ. Would you have a warrant? There it is; the
beggar's warrant is as good as I would wish. The warrant and testi-
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monial of a beggar is a lame leg, a cripple hand, a hungry belly, a bare
back; that is good reason and cause for him. So say 1. Have ye
a hungering and a longing desire after Jesus 1 Or know ye that ye
are unprepared, that you are a cripple both of legs and arms 1 That
is a notable warrant to go to Christ. Oh! but says the soul, I have
not a promise, I have not the Covenant to take with me; and for
want of faith I have lost the promise. Answer: The Covenant is
twice written, God has a copy, the principal is in His hand and mind,
and ye have a copy in your heart. If ye have lost your double what
then 1 Says Christ, My copy still remains. I say the Covenant
stability is to the fore-it stands. Not in this, that ye shall evermore
steadfastly believe; there is no such covenant as that-yourselves
have made that covenant and not Christ. Let me see such a Covenant
as this, that all that doubt and say they are nnprepared for Christ,
should bide away and never come to Christ, till they be properly
prepared to come, and as ready as the Lamb's wife is for her marriage!
Yet, says the soul, the warrant is not sure, it is hell and utter darkness to come to the marriage-supper of the Lamb without a weddinggarment and so unprepared as I am (Matt. xxii. 12). Answer: That
man cared not how he came; he took no care of a wedding-garment,
he had not so much as a hungering for Christ, the beggar's ,"a'~'ant, as
ye have heard. But let us reason thus: If that ye grant ye are unprepared, and that ye want much that ye should have, ye think it is
death to go to Christ. I say it is death to bide away, and the greatest
death of the two. A man chased by his enemies for his life, has but
two ways to fiee to, either to the fire or to the water. If he be wise
he will take himself to the water where he may swim, and not to the
fire. The water may cast him out, but the water is the little death;
fire is the meikle death. To abide still in sin and never to come to
Christ is fire----{)hoose it not.
To come to Christ with a hungering heart is the little death. There
is hope of mercy in dying in the presuming hand upon the point of
Christ's sword. When ye come to Christ, it is life, if ye long for Him.
When the devil and the law challenge you, then show Christ's blood;
that is, God's great seal, against which to speak is treason. If they
say, ye believe not, answer ye then, I despair not.
Verse 8: To her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen.
Wherefrom comes this preparation 1 It is God's free gift in Christ,
when all is on Christ's charges and expenses. The fine linen is Christ's
righteousness imputed to saints. A web of Christ's own making, it
cost Him dear or ever it came on our backs; velvets, silks, kings'
parliament robes, clothes of gold are nothing in comparison of this
web, woven out of Christ's own bowels and heart-blood; we are
unworthy of Him, all that we can do or say here is with a borrowed
tongue. When we say, " Even so I take Him," it is with a borrowed
hand; faith is not ours, it is the gift of God to put on the fine linen.
All this says we are unworthy of Christ. If we were worthy, a slain
Christ would not be our Husband. Christ is a Saviour and Redeemer
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from head to foot, all made up of free grace, giving His blood, merits,
and righteousness to His kirk for stark-nought. Men shape a sort of
a Christ of their own making, not Christ, but an idol, a Christ that
will not ken a man, except He sees a meeting of holiness and righteousness in him-that is a Christ of your own making; but the true
Christ that God gave unto the world will either marry with a beggar
or none. It is His honour to match with captives and prisoners.
Isa. Ixi. 1: The sick that need the physician. Matt. ix. 12; Luke
xix. 10: Sinners that are lost. Luke xiv. 21: The poor, the maimed,
halt, and blind-the beggars and debtors of the world. Matt. xi. 28 :
The heavy laden. Isa. Iv. 1: The thirsty and they that have no
money. Rev. iii. 17: "The wretched, blind, poor, and miserable
and naked. Mic. iv. 7: The silly, halting, cripple Church.
" Fine linen white and clean, the righteousness of saints." These
are the properties of His perfect obedience and sufferings. They are
not gross and run rough-spun; there is not a spot in them. Christ
gave all that God desired. The law cries, " With all the heart, soul,
and strength." Christ answers, "I delight to do Thy will, 0 God;
Thy law is within my heart" (Psa. xl. 8). Christ gives God heaped
measure; not a penny that sinners take from God, but Christ restored
a pound for it again. Nay, I say it, man, Christ's righteousness is
more than sufficient, but man's righteousness is gross and round spun
in comparison of this.
Secondly: For Christ's sufferings, there was not a crake in them
(a boastful exaggeration). Christ stood still, He never winked, nor
minded to take away His head; He did never jerk (He does by no
means seek to avoid the blows of the buffeters), nor lute to miss a
cuff; He would not ward a stroke off Himself. "I gave My back
to the smiters, and My cheek to them that pulled off the hair"
(Isa. I. 6).
Our dear Redeemer was made like no others. Few lose a cause with
their will, but Christ was content that a decree should go forth against
Him, and that the law should seize on Him. He purposed to pay,
and not mis-count. He took the strokes till God said it was enough:
" It is finished." So His righteousness will do our turn, being clean,
white and fine. Then when ye have put on this clean fine linen, keep
it clean and white, cast no dirt on Christ's righteousness: "Be ye
holy, as He is holy." We are all ready to defile our new clothes after
we have put them on ; even Ezekiel must be warned. "Son of man,
be not rebellious like the rebellious house" (Ezek. iii. 8). "The Lord
instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people" (Isa.
viii. 10).
When we have put on the fine linen, temptations, the devil's dogs,
are hounded out against us to rend our clothes. The world is a smoky
room, a filthy house; what are malice, pride, love to the world, security
and avarice, but the devil's smoky walls that we should keep ourselves
from 1
(To be continued.)
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NATURAL DARKNESS AND SUPERNATURAL LIGHT.
WE read in one of the Gospels of a man who was born blind, to whom
sight was miraculously given by the Lord Jesus Christ (John ix.). In
the 25th verse of that chapter, these are his recorded words: "One
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see." They may be
used, and often have been used, in a spiritual sense, by God-enlightened
Christians. For
1. All are by nature spiritually blind. Every child of Adam is born
blind as to spiritual things. "The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." It is
evident from this Scripture, and its context, that one must be enlightened and taught by the Spirit of God, in order to the understanding
of the Holy Scriptures, and the heart reception of " the things of the
Spirit of God" (see 1 Cor. ii.). "If our Gospel be hid," writes the
same Apostle, to the Church of God at Corinth, " it is hid to them that
are lost: in whom the god of this world hath b/,:nded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ,
Who is the Image of God, should shine unto them."
2. God's living and believing people are an enlightened people.
" The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind" (Psa. cxlvi. 8).
The Apostle Paul writes to the Ephesian saints, "Ye were aforetime darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord." and to the Colossian
" faithful brethren in Christ," " Giving thanks unto the Father, Who
hath delivered us from the power of darkness." Similarly, St. Peter,
" Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
pecnliar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him Who
hath called you out of da"kness into His marvellous light."
3. The Lord's people know this. "One thing I know, that whereas
I was blind, now I see," is their experience.
a. There was a time when they did not see themselves as, by nature,
sinners lost and ruined in the fall, and so in danger of eternal damnation.
They did not then realize the supreme holiness of God, who saith, " Be
ye holy, for I am holy," nor the strictness of His holy law, requiring
perfect love to God, perfect love to one's fellow-men; demanding a
perfect obedience; taking cognizance not only of outward actions and
deeds, but also of the thoughts and intents of the heart; and concerning which it is written, " Cursed is everyone that continueth not
in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them."
And, concomitantly, there was no mourning for sin, as sin in the sight
of God. There may have been the lip confession of sin, but such an
experience as that depicted by Bunyan in the Pilgrim's Progress,
where' Christian' is pictured as a man with a heavy burden upon his
back, until he had a sight of the crucified One, was unknown; or, to
come to Bible illustrations, there was no heart cry like that of the
Publican in the Lord's parable, "God be merciful to me THE sinner" ;

•

The Gospel Magazine

393

or an experience like Job's, "I have heard of Thee by the hearing
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee, therefore I abhor myself, and
repent in dust and ashes."
b. Again, there was a time when the essential vital truths of God's
Holy Word were not discerned and understood as a matter of personal
concern, " For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man,
but [only] the Spirit of God." Time was when to the children of God
the necessity of salvation by grace-free, sovereign grace-was not
apprehended, and the need of Christ, in the glory of His Person as
God and Man, the only Mediator; and in the perfection of His salvation, accomplished for His Church, by His vicarious death, was not
known and felt. "One thing I know "-" I was blind."
4. But at regeneration and conversion all is changed. "One thing
I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see." For," If any man
be in Christ he is a new creature "-or, "there is new creation "-" old
things are passed away, behold all things are become new." Real
Christianity is not the turning over of a new leaf, but the beginning
of a new life. Reformation of life does not necessarily mean conversion
to God; though when conversion takes place there will be " newness
of life," accoriling to Rom. vi. 3, 4., " Know ye not that so many of
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death; that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life."
I knew a Christian woman in the early days of my ministry-a very
poor woman, who lived in a tiny house, in a small court of a poor
ilistrict in Manchester, but a very godly woman. She had a drunken
husband who was a great trouble to her. She told me that she continually prayed for him, and I encouraged her to go on doing so. In
the course of time he reformed, and lived a strictly sober life, but, at
least during the time I had knowledge of him, there were no evidences
of his conversion to God, or of his taking any interest in those things
which were the joy of the heart of his partner in life.
No! real conversion is something more than reformation of conduct.
There must be Divine life, according to our Lord's words, " Ye must
be born again." "Except a man be born again, [or ' anew,' or ' from
above '], he cannot see the kingdom of God." But when thus born
from above, he is " alive unto God," and now has spiritual sight--" One
thing I know ... now I see." Now the simple truth is seen:
"I the chief of sinners am,

But Jesus died for me."
I was" afar off," but now am " made nigh by the blood of Christ."
I was" lost," but now am "found." I was as" a sheep going astray,"
but now have been brought back unto" the Shepherd and Bishop of
my soul." I was aforetime " darkness," but now I am " light in the
Lord." I was ,; blind," now" I see."
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This great change is sometimes sudden, as in the case of the Jailor
at Philippi, who at one moment was about to destroy himself, and at
another cried, in agony of soul: "What must I do to be saved 1 "
But more often it is gradual, as in the case of Lydia, " whose heart
the Lord opened that she attended unto the things which were spoken
of Paul" (Acts xvi.); and as it has been in the case of multitudes who
could not tell the day, nor the year it may be, when the Lord began
a work of grace in their souls.
5. These words of Scripture, " One thing I know," etc., are calculated
to encourage any who may be doubtful as to their true spiritual state
in God's sight. Many of God's dear children in bygone days have
felt, and many in the present day still feel, the appositeness of John
Newton's lines :11

'Tis a point I long to 1."1l0W,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord or no?
Am I H is or am I not?
11

They realize that, at the best of times, their love is very cold, while
" the flesh" is very strong. They come very far short of being what
they desire to be, and often wonder if their experience is that of real
Christians. Yet such, it may be, can derive comfort from the thought
-" One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see."
" If I must perish, wo';ld the Lord

Have taught my heart to love His Word?
Would He have given me eyes to see
My danger and my remedy?
Revealed His name, and bid me pray,
Had He resolved to say me nay?"

Others again are troubled by the thought that they have so little
knowledge of truth. They are distracted by divergencies of opinion
among religious professors, and even among true Christians.
The blind man whose words we have been considering, had been
taunted by the Pharisees-" Give God the praise: we know that this
Man is a sinner "-because they considered that Christ had sinned by
healing him on the Sabbath Day. But the blind man answered and
said, " Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know,
that whereas I was blind, now I see."
We, too, may be conscious of much remaining ignorance concerning
" the things of the Spirit of God," and may be sometimes" tossed to
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine" (Eph. iv. 14),
yet we can at least say, " One thing I know, that whereas I was blind,
now I see,"
How suitable for such, and for all, is the Psalmist's prayer: "0
send out Thy light and Thy truth, let them lead me; let them bring
me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles! "

Lloydminster (Sask.), Canada.

ROBERT

J.

NOYEs,

B.D.
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"AMONGST THE TREES."

" When thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee."-JoHN i. 48.
" I raised thee up under the apple tree. "-SOLOMON' S SONG viii. 5.

(

IN the Word of God we have three instances of men who were definitely
connected with trees. Let us take these three men as types, praying
that the Holy Spirit may bring comfort to our hearts while we ponder
on the loving way in which the Lord dealt with each of them, and
discover how they illustrate mankind in general.
Naturally we begin with Adam. First, his fall took place under" a
tree to be desired "-as he thought! Then he hid himself" amongst
the trees of the garden." Having transgressed under one tree, he fell
to 'hiding behind another, and endeavouring to cover himself with the
" leaves" of a third (Gen. iii.). We have all fallen in Adam. Man still
tries to hide. He tries to hide both himself and his sin, and he would
fain hide or shut out God from his thoughts and consc.ience. But like
Adam he finds it impossible. No matter whether we are under a tree
in the act of sin, or behind our fig-leaf apron hiding a,fter sin, in
either case we need repentance imparted by God, and a new heart
implanted by the Holy Spirit; and sooner or later, the Lord God says
to every believer, "I raised thee up under the apple tree" (Song
viii. 5). He still sees every sinful son of Adam, however long and
much such may try to hide. He still raises up His chosen that we
may" be found in Him, not having our own righteousness which is
of the law, but that which is by the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith." Adam in his natural state was afraid of
God, rather than of sin. The renewed man is afraid of sin, rather than
of God. That is, albeit we still fear God with holy fear in the sense
of fearing to displease Him by sin, the love of God is so shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, that our love overrides our fear.
And our heavenly Redeemer Who sought and found Adam when he
was hiding in guilt, is still seeking and finding the lost sons of Adam
who were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. Beloved
reader, hast thou any part in this Redeemer 1 Art thou raised up or
only fallen under the apple tree 1 By nature thou art surely fallen
there, but has the Almighty Arm of the Lord raised thee up again 1
If not, may He stir thee up to desire it: for nought but His power
can raise thee.
Nathanael is our next type. He too, was under a fig tree when
Philip spoke to him of the Messiah. We know little about Nathanael.
He is only mentioned here-John i. 43-51, and in chap. xxii. 2, by this
name; and several times by that of Bartholomew as one of the twelve
apostles, when no particulars are given about him. But we gather
that until this day, Nathanael was standing under the shadow of the
law, upright in all moral goodness, but not fully in Gospel light and
liberty. Like Thomas seemingly, he was an honest doubter. For he
believed that he uttered the truth when he questioned, "Can any
good thing come out of Nazareth 1" And also like Thomas, directly
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he was convinced by the word of Christ, he unhesitatingly declared,
" Thou art the Son of God, Thou art the king of Israel." It was the
voice of the Lord that brought conviction. "Before that Philip called
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee." We are sometimes long " under" the tree before our God gives us to know that
He has" raised [us] up" there. He sees us ere we draw our earliest
breath, long previous to our being" called" by the Spirit. For I take
. it that Philip's call was the call of the Spirit to Nathanael. The Lord
Jesus saw Nathanael " before" Nathanael saw Him. He needed to
be thus seen and brought out from" under the fig tree." Man is as
apt to-day as then, to stand under a moral upright life and fancy that
he is safe in its shelter. But it is useless, he is not safe there. The
law is no saviour, it is only a schoolmaster. It cannot redeem us.
Rather it is to bring us to Christ for redemption. In Nathanael's case
he was not apparently seeking the Lord at the time when Philip spoke
to him. Grace seeks us when we are not seeking grace. 'Vhen we
are dead in trespasses and sins, the Spirit of God quickens us without
effort or intention on our part. We are powerless to help or to hinder.
We must:be made alive before we know that we were hitherto dead, and
then oUl' eternal death becomes an impossibility. Because once thus
made alive by God, we are alive for evermore. Thus was Nathanael
quickened into life, and from that day he companied with the Lord
Jesus. That great, that greatest change, had passed over him as soon
as he was called out from" under the fig tree." It is still the same.
When the believer is sought by Christ and brought to Christ, he desires.
and longs to company with Christ. He craves to dwell" in the secret
place of the Most High," and to "abide under the shadow of the
Almighty." And the Lord wills that he shall do so. Oh! that His
people entered into this privilege and enjoyed.this position more fully
and constant!y.
Zacchams is our third type. Unlike Adam who went behind" the
trees" to hide from God, Zacchreus climbed up a tree to enable him
" to see Jesus." What made him climb there on pUl'pose to see Christ ~
Was it not because the Lord had purposes of grace towards him ~
"He sougbt to see Jesus who He was" (Luke m. 1-10). Zacchreus
was stirred to desire a sight of Christ, and the Lord Jesus looked
at him. "He looked up" straight into the tree where the man
who was'" little of stature" was. He was not too "little" to be
seen by Him. Blessed fact! with the joy-giving assurance, " Zacchreus,
make haste, and come down, for to-day I must abide at thy house."
Then after Zacchreus had made his confession of sin and declaration
of amendment, the Lord added further, " This day is salvation come
to this house, for so much as he also is a son of Abraham. For the
Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." It
must have been the happiest" day" Zacchreus had ever spent! Christ
did not palliate and condone the sin, but He fully and freely forgave
the sinner. Convicted and convinced of his sinful life hitherto,
Zacchreus admitted his former wrongdoing with true penitence, and
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announced his intention of making restitution, and serving the Lord
henceforth. This is ever the effect of the grace of God. May the
Spirit so work in us, that we may be enabled to stand forth before the
world, in whole-hearted self-surrender to Christ and His service.
These three types suggest the Antitype. The Lord Jesus Christ
died to " save His people from their sins." "Who His Own Self bare
our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes [we are] healed" (1 Peter
ii. 24). Not one can say to the Lord Jesus, " I have no need of Thee,"
for we all need Him. Adam behind a tree, Nathanael under a tree,
Zacchreus in a tree, all needed salvation through the Man "on the
tree "-" The Man, Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a ransom for
all." May the Lord in His mercy, not only bestow on us personal
salvation through the precious blood of Christ, but may we so seek
the salvation of our fellow men, that we may be used of God to " turn
many to righteousness."
New Eltham, S.E. 9.
ELEAKOR COKYERS BOWER.

THE MASTER.
WHAT a rapturously joyous thrill the words" The Master is come,
and calleth for thee," produce in the hearts of those to whom the
Master is so dear. They are" loved with an everlasting love," and
they know that He only calls to express more a d more of His graciousness. These words are often quoted as if they were a message of
death. But they were not so when they were spoken. They were
followed by a display of life, not death. Ah ! No! "The Master
is come, and calleth for thee," is applicable to every condition of the
disciple's life. He is ever calling, calling, calling His beloved to
green pastures to rejoice with Himself. He" calleth for thee." How
inexpressibly sweet when He calls personally" for thee," and we echo
the words of the hymn,
" Speak to me by name, 0 Master,
Let me know it is to

'me;

Speak that I may follow faster,
With a. step more firm and free."

In the storm when waves roll high, whether literally or figuratively,
when the sweet words, " The Master is come," are soullded, there is
peace. Are you in pain or distress of body, dear reader? Whell
"The Master is come," He knows just how to soothe thee, "the
Healer of Gennesaret." Perhaps a loved one is absent, far from
thee. But when the message comes, "The Master is come," thy
heart leaps with joy,. knowing He will converse with thee and that
thy dear one, though absent, is cared for and watched over. Or it
maybe some reader of these pages is suffering from the pain of a
beloved one taken from this dying world to the glad life in the land
of no more death. "The Master is come, and He calleth for thee."

-,
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He is the Resurrection and the Re-uniter of souls for whom He died
and rose again. Dear believer, go through all the possible phases of
difficulty and grief, yes, and of joy, for in that, too, rings the joy
triumph, " The Master is come "-is come. He will make thy one joy
ten thousand joys in Himself, for
"From the best bliss that earth imparts
We turn unfilled to Thee again."
These are four lines that I often say to myself, and I have often
quoted them in the pages of this loved magazine :-.
11

For ab! the Master is 80 fair,
His smile so sweet to banished men.

That they who meet it unaware
Can neve-r rest on earth Q.gaJi17.."

"Master, I will follow Th,ee whithersoever Thou goest." This is
sweet to say, and precious in His ears. Following llim we shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. Following Him we
shall always have Him in view, and that alone is rapture to the Christ
follower.
" All unseen the Master walketh
By' the toiling servant's side:
Comfortable words He speaketh
While His Hands uphold and guide."
" Master, it is good for us to be here." So spake the disciples on the
Mount of Transfiguration. Ah! but that continually glorious view
was· not good for them in His sight. We follow Him in valleys as
well as on the mount, and more frequently we walk in cloudy and in
hedged-up pathways than in sunny plains (hedged off, dear believer,
from dangers-hedged in with Him). "Master, say on." You
remember this incident of Simon the Pharisee. He thought scornfully
of the dear Master. Jesus saw his heart and his thoughts, but He
did not at the moment rebuke him openly. He simply said gently,
" Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee," and he replied, " Master,
say on." This, too, is our language and request, for when He has
something to say to us we want to hear it even if it be a word to show
wherein we err. Probably the words were uttered by Simon in a
careless patronizing tone, but we would say it with the Spirit-kindled
desire that He would continue His loving communion, and that we
might have the delight of the hearing of His voice.
" Master, speak! Thy servant heareth.
Longing for Thy gracious word,
Longing for Thy voice that cheereth ;
Master, let it now be heard.
I am listening, Lord, for Thee;
What hast Thou to say to me?
Often through my heart is pealing
Many another voice than Thine.
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Many an unwilled echo stealing
From the walls of this 'fhy shrine.
Let Thy longed· for accents fall;
Master, speak! and silence all."

We have to follow Him through very narrow places sometimes,
suffering scorn and sorrow, but" It is enough for the disciple that he
be as his Master, and the servant as his Lord. If they have called the
Master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them
of his household 1" Enough, yes, it is enough, dear Master, to be as
Thou art, to be with Thee and follow Thee whithersoever Thou leadest.
How sweet to hear from Him, " Ye call me Master and Lord, and ye
say well, for so I am." This said to the heart personally is gladness
indeed. As He is so are we in this world; yes-and iu the world t<>
come when we behold His glory.
One of the most welcome of His admonitions is, "Watch ye therefore,
for ye know not when the Master of the house cometh." So as the
heaven·bound pilgrim rises in the morning he may say, "Perhaps
to-day." It may be by a Home call or it may be the longed-for sight
when the beloved redeemed shall be called in clouds to meet Him in
the air. Whichever it is, it is the Master's call, and like Mary when
she was told" The Master is come and calleth for thee," " as soon as she
heard she arose quickly, and came unto Him." You know the sequel,
the display of life; the resurrection-joy out of sorrow, rapture out
of anguish. 'Vhenever He says to you or to me, dear reader, "The
Master is come and calleth for thee," He has some very sweet display
of grace for us. He is all gracious, all lovely, and" His voice is music
to the ear."
Tllis longing for Him, this craving to hear Him speak to the heart,
is all of the Spirit's giving, and is only heard and felt by the living,
those who have the life implanted in union with Christ, the life in
Him. "The sheep follow Him: for they know His voice. And a
stranger will they not follow, but will flee from hi.m; for they know
not the voice of strangers."
There are many strange voices now in the world, and what distinguishing grace it is when we have been enabled to discern His voice amid
all the diu and all the plausible words of this world, to be enabled to
hear the clear call of the Master and to know His voice. What a privilege-a privilege we shall never know the fulness of till we reach the
land of light-to know and believe no voice but His and to follow Hinl,
follow Hi.m closely. He is no stranger here, and will be thy best
known there. We change the place but not the company when He
shall call us Home. And, dear fellow pilgrims,
"There no stranger·God shall meet Thee,
Stranger thou in courts above;
He Who to His rest shall greet thee,
Greets thee with a well·known love."
NETTlE.

27
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NEEDS AND WANTS.
AMONG" tile curses for disobedience," God said that His people would
serve their enemies" in hunger, and thirst, and nakedness, and in want
of all things." We could not have imagined such a state of desolation
and destitution as is depicted in Deut. xxviii. But as in the case of
Nebuchadnezzar, " all this came upon them" pre-eminently since they
were disobedient to the heavenly vision and slew the Prince of Life.
Yet still they exist, as it seems, in some parts of Europe, only to be
massacred and spoiled. Do they ever read the New Testament, and
wonder if better days are in store for them 1 I wonder if when Paul
said, "God hath not cast away His people," he in any sense meant
themselves, or is the precious statement to be interpreted only of those
who are Jews inwardly 1 Do they ever turn to the closing verses of
Jer. xxxiii. and try, on the assumption that they are cast away, to
reason that God's Covenant with day and night has ceased, that He
has'not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth 1 Bildad thought
that God had cast away Job, because he had lost everything that was
good except his life. Shimei thought that God had cast away David,
because his kingdom was in jeopardy. Jonah thought that he had
cast himself away. But God does not cast away His people. The
fact that their needs are great or continual or strange is no proof of
their desertion by Him. That they have wants does not mean that
He is displeased. It is their Father, He who has taken the responsibility of their existence, Who knoweth they "have need of these
things," knoweth what things they have need of before they ask Him.
Their needs show that they have life, their wants that they are awake.
One thing that many of them seem to need or to want is the assurance
of His favour, the persuasion that He really cares for and takes pleasure in them, that He watches over them only for good and for their
profit. They want this persuasion. They might ask themselves if they
need it.
The widow of Sarepta would have said she needed at least half a barrel
of meal, certainly she must have wanted it when she emptied out the
last crumb. And she got what she wanted, and also what she had not
asked, a prophet to bless and to share the meal. The man at the pool
of Bethesda perhaps spent his spirits in reasoning between his needs
and his wants. Five, ten, fifteen, twenty years had gone-still he was
alive. Had God supplied all his needs 1 Did he not need someone
to put him into the pool 1 Was it only a vain wish, a dissatisfied want
that was really unjustifiable so long as the necessities of life were
brought to him 1 The Lord says, "Let your requests be made known
unto God." We are too ignorant and blind to know what we need,
or whether our wants are not of His own creation as much as those
necessities which seem greater. Solomon wanted wisdom. He needed
riches and honour too, in the counsel and determination of God. There
was a wise kind friend who would say, if she heard of people getting
nice things, "God must know that they need them." Why should
the Shunamite get a son, or Zelophehad's daughters an inheritance 1
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Did they need them? Not exactly, but they wanted them, and" the
Lord had need of them," to carry out His own blessed and eternal
purposes. The disciples thought that the Lord said, "Buy those
things that we have need of against the feast; or that Judas should
give something to the poor." Were any of them so poor as the Lord
Himself? but out of His penury He gave to them that needed: His
purchases were the necessities of the hour. How restful it is to be
delivered from bondage in our shopping, in a way not to regard our
stuff, for the whole earth is the Lord's and we are His people. It is
not so at all times. We need Him to enlarge our spirits, or to carry
our useless cares, or to help us Himself, with those things which are
to come in later. "Your Father knoweth what things ye have need
of before ye ask Him." The Lord said so, even He Who could rememher the counsels that were of old, from everlasting, when the needs of
the children yet unborn rose before the blessed Trinity.
They would need love, election, redemption, regeneration. They
would need life from the dead, calling, keeping, teaching. They would
need grace, mercy, and peace. They would need all the blessings of the
Covenant. They would need repentance and the remission of their sins.
They would " need the influence of His grace to speed them on their
way," for without Him they could do nothing. Feeling this, knowing
their impotence, and dependence, they want Hin1- They want a word
from His lips, a touch of His hand, a visit of His love. They want
Him to appear for them in a hundred ways. They want His guidance,
His deliverances. They want patience, or, as one of them said, "I
want to be happy." "They wanted wine." They want crooked
things to be made straight. And the desire of the righteous shall be
granted, even though now for a season, if need be, they are in heaviness
through manifold temptations.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY AND THE INSPIRATION
OF SCRIPTURE.
THE GO&PEL MAGAZINE is an undenominational Magazine. Large
numbers of its readers are members of the Church of England, and
many others belong to other denominations. Illost of its readers
value the magazine because of its distinctive adherence to the great
doctrines of grace. All, however, will feel deeply grieved and pained
at the ravages of Higher Critical views of the Bible. These views are
affecting all denominations, and they are exercising a baneful influence
both on the work of God at home and the work of God which is being
carried on abroad by various professed Evangelical Missionary Societies.
In our article on " Missionary Societies and the Inspiration of the Bible,"
which appeared in our issue for May last, we drew attention to the evil
which is affecting many of our Missionary Societies. In particular we
drew attention to the crisis in the Church Missionary Society, and to
the postponement of a Resolution which was proposed by the Rev.
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D. H. C. Bartlett in favour of the full trustworthiness of Scripture
history and the truthfulness of our Lord's utterances. The postponed
consideration of this Resolution came before a very large meeting of
the General Committee of the C.M.S. held in London on July 12th last.
It was, however, rejected in favour of an amendment which was designed to comprehend both the Liberal and Conservative Evangelicals
within the Society and to promote their harmonious co-operation with
each other. A further meeting of the C.lVLS. General Committee was
held on July 26th. The English Chtt1'chman for August 3rd says :" At this meeting letters resigning their positions on C.M.S. Committees, which had been received from the Dean of Canterbury, Mr.
S. H. Gladstone, Treasurer of the C.1\LS., and the Rev. D. H. C. Bartlett,
were read. Their resignations were the result of the deliberate and
official departure of the Committee from the principles of the founders,
and of the Society through the first century of its existence. That
departure had been shown on July 12th by (1) the refusal to guarantee
the Society in the future against the acceptance as workers of those
who do not hold the historical trustworthiness of Holy Scripture and
the infallibility of our blessed Lord in all His utterances; and (2) the
passing of a resolution which makes legitimate, as it never was before,
the place in the Society of the most liberal theological views held by
any of its agents."
In his letter to the headquarters of the C.1\'1.S. Mr. Bartlett says:
" It is my painful duty to notify your Committee of my withdrawal
from C.M.S. Destructive criticism of the Bible has been given wide
publicity in China, under the auspices of the Society, in language
incapable of misinterpretation, and from the midst of the official
secretariat has come the statement that 90 per cent of the Educational
Missionaries in India hold similar views.
" In these new and appalling conditions, we asked the Committee
to prevent, in future, such views being promulgated, by the adoption
of a Resolution which simply asserted the trustworthiness of the
historical records of the Bible, the authority of its teachings, and the
truthfulness of all our Lord's utterances."
Mr. Bartlett goes on to say that" this Resolution was set aside by
a majority" by an amendment which stood for comprehension and
which" could not be used to exclude the views which have caused all
the unrest, and of which complaint was justly made."
" As it is impossible for me to be a party, in however small a degree,
to sending out to the pagan world ' an untrustworthy Bible and a
defective Christ,' I have no course but to withdraw from a Society
which I have loved for forty years." We honour Mr. Bartlett for this
.courageous action.
Mr. Bartlett is the Secretary of the F.E.C. (Fellowship of Evangelical Churchmen). We learn from the English Churchman of August
3rd last that he has now put forth a statement in reference to future
action signed by himself and the President of the F.E.C. (Mr. S. H.
Gladstone). The statement is as follows :-
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" Following on the action of the Committee of the C.M.S. on July
12th, when our Resolution, which asked simply for the acceptance of
the trustworthiness of the historical records of the Bible, the authority
of its teachings, and the truth of all our Lord's utterances, was set
aside in favour of an amendment which left the position worse than
before (inasmuch as it was only passed on the understanding that it
admitted the views which have caused all the trouble, to a recognized
place within the Society), we have received inquiries as to whether
there should be"1. The holding up of contrihutions until wiser counsels prevail
in C.M.S.
"2. The transfer to other Societies which work on the principles
laid down in our Resolution.
"3. The formation of a new organization on original C.M.S. lines,
which should divide the work with the present C.M.S., and take over,
by friendly arrangement, the missionaries who desire to accept our
Resolution.
"We are averse, especially during the holiday season, to any action
which might appear to be precipitate. Moreover, we wish to move in
conjunction with all who are loyal to the Bible. Therefore, while we
still wait upon God to make His way plain before our face, we invite
the prayerful and considered judgment of churches and contributors
upon the above alternatives. Please communicate as soon as the
summer is over with the Hon. Secretary of the F.E.C., when the Council
will give such communications their earnest consideration.-Signed on
behalf of the F.E.C. Council,
"S. H. GLADSTONE, President.
"D. H. C. BARTLETT, Hon. Sec.
" St. Luke's Vicarage, Hampstead, N.W.3."
Our own view of the situation and of the action which should now
be taken is expressed in the following letter to the English ChU1'chman
which appeared in its issue of August 3rd. The letter reads as follows:
"SIR,-The Dean of Canterbury has resigned the office of VicePresident of the Church Missionary Society and the membership of all
the C.M.S. Committees upon which he has been accustomed to serve.
He has a penetrating mind. He sees clearly the meaning of the amendment passed at the General Committee of the C.M.S. on July 12th.
The third paragraph of that amendment mgards the differences between the Liberal and Conservative Evangelicals as ' legitimate,' and
it arranged for the appointment of a Special Sub-Committee' to secure
harmonious co-operation by adequate representation of all such differences of opinion, both in administration at home and in service abroad.'
The amendment is thus designed to secure the comprehension of
Liberal Evangelicals on the staff of the Society, both in its work at
home and its work abroad. The work of the Society is not to be
carried on solely by men who hold the conservative principles of its
founders, but by a mixed multItude who hold contradictory views on
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the trustworthiness of the historical records of Scripture, the truthfulness of our Lord's utterances, and the substitutionary and penal
elements in the atoning work of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
It is true that the amendment stipulates that the representation of
these 'legitimate differences' should be adequate. That may mean
that it should be proportionate. But whatever it means, the design
is to comprehend men of both views. It is intended to give Liberal
Evangelicals a recognized place in the operations of the Society.
Whatever may be the precise terms of the report of this Special SubCommittee, its members are bound by the terms of reference to recommend adequate representation of Liberal Evangelicals on the staff of
the C.1\1.S. both at home and abroad. Liberal Evangelicalism must
have a recognized place on the secretarial staff, on the teaching staff at
the training institutions, and it must also be fully represented by the
missionaries who are sent forth to the various fields in which the C.M.S.
is labouring. Liberal Evangelicalism must also be represented at the
C.M.S. summer schools. Objections to such teaching as that of the Rev.
Hume Campbell at home, or that of the C.Wl.S. missionary (Mr. Martin)
abroad, can no longer be entertained. The Secretary will point to the
amendment which has been carried by a large majority of the General
Committee. He will be justified in saying that missionaries like Mr.
Martin have now a recognized place in the Society. They may, like
him, declare that' the Flood, the Ark, and the Tower of Babel are prehistoric myths.' They may say that' the thoughts ascribed to Adam,
Noah, Abraham, and Moses are really Jewish conceptions of times as
late as 450 B.a.' They may teach all this, and much more of the same
killd, but their teachings are legitimate. The Society is no longer
bound by the old-fashioned views of its founders. Modernist views
of the Bible and its teachings have now a recognized place in the C.M.S.
Its General Committee have by a large majority come to that decision,
and we must all endeavour now whole-heartedly and harmoniously
to co-operate in spreading our ' legitimate differences' of opinion on
these matters amongst the heathen abroad. Moreover, the appalling
condition of the heathen world and of the countries of Europe is such
that we must cease to engage in controversy on these unimportant
and legitimate differences of opinion, and we must unite as one man in
, an immediate forward movement both in missionary effort overseas
and in spiritual enterprise at home.' It matters not that some will
teach that the Bible is mythical and legendary, and that our Lord's
utterances are fallible and unreliable; and that others will teach that
the Bible is wholly inspired and trustworthy, and that our Lord's
utterances were all absolutely true and inerrant. It matt~rs not that
some will reject in their teaching the penal element in the atonement,
and that others will teach what the Church has always regarded as
the Scriptural doctrine. Our business-as the Honorary Secretary
told us-is to 'get on with our job.' Let every man in respect of
these things teach what is right in his own eyes. The great thing is
'harmonious co-operation' and unity. Our differences of opinion
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are all legitimate. They must no longer be questioned. The General
Committee has spoken. It has given its decision. All opposition
must henceforth cease. It needs to be specially noted that the decision
of the General Committee of the C.M.S. on July 12th last was not
merely in harmony with the views of the majority of the officials at
Salisbury Square. It was the decision of the representatives of the
C.M.S. from all the provincial centres. The meeting was probably the
largest gathering of the General Committee ever held. It was at least
a thousand strong. The decision was arrived at after four months'
deliberation and investigation. It was arrived at after the Coleshill
Conference. It is clear, then, that the large majority of the members
of the General Committee from all parts of the country have deliberately
rejected Mr. Bartlett's resolution. They have deliberately refused to
declare their belief in the trustworthiness of the historical records of
Holy Scripture and in the truthfulness of our Lord's utterances in
reference to the authority and trustworthiness of Old Testament
history; they have also declined to bind themselves' neither to send
out as missionaries nor to appoint as teachers or responsible officials
any who do not thus believe and teach.' It is not only the majority
of the Secretariat at Salisbury Square, therefore, who have voted for
this amendment, but the majority of the Committee gathered from all
the provincial centres of the Society. The whole Society has, therefore,
been captured by the Liberal Evangelicals. They are in the majority
both at Salisbury Square and in the provinces, and they intend to
work the Society, doubtless conscientiously, in the interests of their
own particular principles. They may feel bound to tolerate Conservative Evangelicals to a limited extent, but, convinced as they are
of the truth of their own principles, their preponderating influence
will be exercised in favour of Modernistic Evangelicalism. The question naturally arises, what will Mr. Bartlett and those who have rallied
round him in London and the provinces now do 1 That question is
being asked everywhere. In one large town ten parishes are waiting
for some decisive action to be taken. The logical result of thc failure
of the Conservative Evangelicals to carry their resolution on July
12th would be a breaking off from the' New C.M.S.,' and the formation
of another society on the old lines. That is the view taken by many
earnest, godly, and excellent men. Many objections, however, have
been raised against a step so drastic and yet so natural.
" One objection is that there is still a possibility of saving the Society
from its Modernistic tendencies. It is suggested we should make
further efforts. I for one feel that after all that has been done since
the year 1917, and before that time, any further efforts are bound to
fail. The evil which has got so firm a foothold in the C.M.S. and in
other missionary societies, and in the professing Church at large, is
one of the signs of the predicted final apostasy from truth. Nothing
but a miracle would save the C.M.S. and the professing Church from
the present departure from the old truths, and we have no warrant to
expect that God will intervene and work that miracle.
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"A second objection arises from sentiment. We have all been
more or less identified with the C.M.S. all our lives. Some have been
on the staff at Salisbury Square, and some have been on the staff
abroad. Others have laboured enthusiastically for its work in parishes
and in Sunday Schools. There is the feeling, therefore, that we cannot
leave the old Society, some would even say we cannot leave' the dear
C.M.S.' I was told of a superintendent of a Sunday School who would
break his heart if the C.M.S. were given up. We can fully sympathize
with such feelings, but are not the interests of truth above all such
considerations! Much is being said to-day about a call to selfsurrender. Is there not a call to surrender all merely sentimental
attachment to a Society and to stand out boldly in the interests of
the truth of God!
"Another objection arises from fear of consequences. Such an
objection ought to have no place in the hearts of those who have
faith in God. If it is wrong to help forward the spread of Modernistic
teaching, then we should immediately and resolutely refrain from
doing so, whatever the consequences. The man of faith will do right
even though the consequence may be a burning fiery furnace or a den
of lions. It is urged that if we leave the Society we leave all its property
in the hands of those who have departed from the principles of its
founders, and it is urged that we are thus leaving our inberitance.
That is true, but God is able to give us much more than this. Amaziah,
a king of Judah, hired a hundred thousand men of valour out of
idolatrous Israel for a hundred talents of silver to help him in his wars,
but a man of God came to him and told him of his error in doing so.
Amaziah thought of the hundred talents of silver, and asked, " What
shall we do for the hundred talents which I have given to the army of
Israel!" The man of God answered, " The Lord is able to give thee
much more than this."
"Some are concerned about the faithful missionaries abroad.
Surely God can take care of them and their work. Are not His eyes
upon the truth! Is He not concerned about His faithful servants
and the work in which they are engaged 1 Can it be supposed that an
act of faithfulness on our part at home will hinder the advancement
and the prosperity of God's cause abroad 1
" A fourth objection is the difficulties of changing over from the
present Modernistic C.M.S. to a new Society formed on old Evangelical
lines. These difficulties, in some parishes especially, are very real,
and the clergyman who has tojace them needs our prayerful sympathy.
Here again, however, the interests of God's truth should be paramount.
One trembled for Mr. Bartlett when, at the recent meeting on July
12th, he was appealed to by the aged Bishop of Liverpool-a Bishop
whom he had served under for seventeen years-to accept Bishop
Knox's amendment. It was a trying ordeal, but Divine grace enabled
Mr. Bartlett to stand firm. A parochial clergyman standing alone in
a parish needs much grace to take an unpopular course, but his position
cannot be more difficult than that of those who were confronted with
the burning fiery furnace and the den of lions.
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" In conclusion, let me say that it would be an act of justice on the
part of the present C.M.S. authorities if they would frankly recognize
the difficulty of our co-operating with Modernistic workers, and would
agree amicably to hand over some of the property and some of the
fields abroad to the authorities of a new Society. If this letter should
meet the eyes of any of the authorities at Salisbury Square, I hope
they will take the matter into consideration. It is a calumny to
suggest that we have any personal ill-will towards those from whom
we differ fundamentally. We fully recognize that they honestly and
conscientiously differ from us. Personal feelings do not influence us.
We conscientiously believe that they have departed from the old
lines. We believe they do not dispute this. We feel that there can
be no real co-operation between us, and therefore we feel that an
amicable separation would be the best thing. If they will give us some
of the property so much the better. In any case, each individual
ought, like the Dean of Canterbury, to take a conscientious line.
There may be evil in waiting for united action even among old Evan' 1 "
gel Ica·s.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-The close of September will see, the Lord willing,
another year of labour finished in spreading the truth of God on sea
and land. Talking lately with a young soldier who was brought to
know the Lord through a book of the Mission, it was a joy to hear him
speak of the grace of God and that he was rejoicing in the faith and
working for the Master amongst his comrades. We need the help of
friends to continue our labours for the service men at home and abroad,
and shall welcome fresh helpers in this corner of the Lord's vineyard.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bristol, August 1st, 1922.

4'08

The Gospel Magazine

Jfn Jlllemoriam.
THE LATE MARY ANNE MAYERS. (Communicated.)
THE obituary notice of this aged saint who has recently passed to
her rest in Christ was as follows :"MAYERs---{)n 24th July after four days' illness at Lyons Hall,
Great Leighs, Chelmsford, MARY ANNE, in her 87th year;
faithful nurse and devoted friend for 66 years in the families
of J. Herbert Tritton and the late Mrs. Tritton."
One of whom such can be written deserves more; especially in the
pages of the GOSPEL I1'lAGAZINE, of which she was a most regular
reader. Through an advertisement in this magazine early in the
year 1857 she camc under the notice of the Hon. and Rev. Samuel
Waldegrave, afterwards Bishop of Carlisle, then at Fisherton, near
Salisbury, who recommended her to Mrs. Henry Abel Smith, of Wilford
(whose service she then entered), wife of Henry Abel Smith and
daughter-in-law of Henry Smith and Lady Lucy Smith, also of Wilford.
The latter was a daughter or the Earl of Leven and Melville, and she
and her husband, a banker in Nottingham, had given up all so-called
worldly pleasures and delighted in the company of the people of God.
At Wilford, M. A. Mayers listened to many expounders, in all ranks of
life, of the doctrines of grace at the little chapel attached to Wilford
House, or in Nottingham; later in Gower Street Chapel, and lastly
in Grove Chapel, Drayton Gardens, London.
The eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Smith married Mr. J.
Herbert Tritton in 1869, and in 1870 M. A. Mayers entered their service,
remaining with them fifty-two years, known to or serving five generations. The funeral service was taken by Canon Pelly; Mr. Brockes,
her pastor, read the lesson, and the two senior deacons of Grove Chapel
were present. The grave is near to that of Mrs. J. Herbert Tritton, in
Great Leighs Churchyard, who predeceased her by 3i years.
She was a great friend of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, collecting
for them every year and remembering them in her testamentary
directions. During her long life she enjoyed wonderful health, retaining her faculties to the end.
Her Bible, Hart's Hymns, and the GOSPEL MAGAZINE were never
far from her hand. Of her it may well be said, " She walked humbly
with her God."
[The above deeply-interesting and touching account of one of our
aged readers, recalling as it does such well-known names as the late
Bishop Waldegrave of Carlisle, Lady Lucy Smith of Nottingham, and
others, \vill be read with deep interest by our readers. It is a remarkable providence that an advertisement in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in
the year 1857 brought the subject of this memoir to the notice of the
Hon. and Rev. Samuel Waldegrave, and that as a result she entered
the service of Mrs. Henry Abel Smith and subsequently that
of her daughter who married Mr. J. Herbert Tritton. Very
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interesting, too, is the fact that the aged saint, whose brief m'''noir
is here given, was" a great friend of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society."
In this connection we may remind our readers that the recently
published history of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society entitled
" Inasmuch" (which may be obtained for 4s. from the office of the
A. P. F. S.) contains a beautiful record of Hemy Smith Esq. and of
his wife Lady Lucy Smith, besides a portrait of that lady. See pages
65-68, and 88.-EDITOR.]
THE LATE MRS. A. M. PIGOTT.
(FROM ONE OF HER CHILDREN).
MRS. A. M. PIGOTT, late of Swindon, very peacefully entered into
rest on July 17, after a widowhood of over twenty years. By the
kindness of a friend she read and enjoyed the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the
truth which it upholds being her delight; and she has left a beautiful
testimony to the faithfulness of her Lord and Saviour.
Our dear mother lived in constant close communion with the Lord
she loved, and in Whom she trusted, and this was evident (as a friend
recently remarked) by the manner in which her eyes glistened whenever His Name was mentioned. She might truly have adopted the
Psalmist's words, "I will trust and not be afraid." A letter, dated
1913, which was left addressed, "For my dear children," breathes a
spirit of peaceful calm in contemplation of death, and when it was
apparent that the messenger was at hand she was found ready to go,
but willing to wait the Lord's time.
The letter referred to is headed,
"'\Ve know not when, but

S0011

the time will come;

The messenger of death takes one by one;
It asks no leave-at God's command ie flies;
Oh that it ne'er may take us by surprise."
Another passage reads, "I have, as you all know, but little of this
world's goods to leave you, but I shall leave you the legacy of a loving
mother's prayers; they will only cease when life closes." What a
legacy is ours !
She gives us this parting exhortation and testimony: "John xvi.
33 assures us trials and sorrows will come, but He has promised to
deliver out of them all. Therefore, look to Him with a single eye,
trust Him with all that concerns you in your yet untrodden pathwaythe small everyday little things as well as the weightier ones-and He
will make His goodness pass before you, like as He has so often and in
such marked and wonderful ways for me. Truly He has been a good
and gracious Friend to me all my days, fulfilling the words spoken so
powerfully to me over forty years ago, 'Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength be,' and ' I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee.' To His praise I add He never has. I
am very conscious of my life coming short in many ways of what it
ought to have been, and thereby grieving His Blessed Spirit, and I

"
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have had to confess that in my flesh dwelleth no good thing, but His
precious blood can, yea, I believe has, washed away every stain,
making me whiter than snow. Precious blood! "
And then she comforts us with this glorious assurance: "We shall
only be parted for a short time, for through rich grace we look forward
to meet where Jesus is, and there as an unbroken family to praise
His dear adorable Name, Who loved us and gave Himself for us, and
there to be for ever and ever."
In the midst of natural sorrow we desire to " Give unto the Lord
the glory due unto His Name."
======

lIlrotestant lStacon.
THE UNIVERSITIES' MISSION TO CENTRAL AFRICA.
IN view of the fact that at Diocesan Missionary Festivals, and at
many smaller gatherings more or less associated with Evangelicals, the
UJ\tC.A., as the Universities' Mission is popularly described, is sup'
ported jointly with the C.M.S. and other Societies, it is necessary that
Protestant Churchmen should be informed concerning the principles
for which this Mission stands.
In the" Official Handbook" of the Birmingham and Midland AngloCatholic Congress" we are told in an advertisement that" the Mission
upholds Catholic Principles and teaches the Mricans the Catholic Faith
in three Dioceses-Zanzibar, Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia."
From the publications of the Mission it may be gathered in what sense
the term" Catholic" is applied by the U.M.C.A. t.o its" Principles"
and its " Faith."
BISHOP OF ZANZIBAR.

Of the three Bishops connected with the Mission the best known is
Dr. Frank Wcston, Bishop of Zanzibar. He is a member of the Society
of the Holy Cross, which was responsible for the issue of the handbook
for Father Confessors known as " The Priest in Absolution." Before
his consecration the Bishop was on the staff of St. Matthew's, Westminster, a centre of Anglo-Romanism.
INVOCATION OF SAINTS.

Regarding the Invocation of Saints, the Bishop thus expressed him,
self in a published letter to the late Bishop of St. Albans :" My own wish, as a Catholic bishop, is that in my diocese Christians
shall be so carefully taught the true meaning of the Invocation of
Saints, that on the one hand no eccentric priest shall be able to lead
them to substitute loving conversation with their mother and brethren
for vital cOlllmunion with their heavenly Father; and on the other
hand, no Protestant influence shall rob them of that knowledge of,
and familiarity with, the dwellers in the Supernatural world which is
of such vast importance to the making of the really Christian atmosphere. Believing as I do that balanced use is the best preventive of
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misuse, I have always found in a sane and moderate invocation of the
Mother of God, and of the other Saints, just that sense of the Brotherhood of Heaven which St. Paul promised to his own converts. And
with Africans, who from childhood have learned to invoke the heathen
dead, I have found in this Catholic Devotion a very useful way of leading them to Christ alone as their Mediator, while preserving to them
an exercise of human piety. For when once they have grasped the
truth that a Saint is the Lord Christ indwelling a human being in
heaven, or a man in heaven who has nothing but Christ, and thinks
nothing but Christ's thoughts, they quite naturally learn to pour out
to Him their supplications, at the same time begging their brethren in
heaven, whose acceptance with Him is more assured than their own,
to help them by their prayers, which are also Christ's."
It is a strange method of leading people " to Christ alone as their
Mediator" to draw away their attention from Him to the saints.
Anyway this teaching is in direct opposition to Article xxii., which
lays it down that the" Invocation of Saints is a fond thing vainly
invented and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture but rather
repugnant to the Word of God."
MASS VESTMENTS.

The use of Mass Vestments in the Mission has been gcneral for
many years. Over 30 years ago Mr. Herbert Clarke, missionary of the
U.M.C.A., wrote: "At all our altars on the mainland the chasuble is
now in use, and I should be sorry to introduce the surplice as an altar
vestment. Our Bishop (Dr. Steere) gives his fnll consent and authority
to the use of the chasuble." As Dean Burgon, a High Churchman
of the old school, once wrote, "With us of the Church of England the
chasuble is symbolical of nothing else but the doctrine of Transubstantiation.'
In its magazine, Central Africa, for April, 1916, we find the following
regarding the diocese of Nyasaland :"We triumphed over a difficulty on All Souls' Day; the ladies of the
station put together a complete set of vestments for the Solemn
Eucharist, a set which up to now the Cathedral has not possessed. They
were entirely made from materials obtained at the local African Lakes
Co. store, at a total cost of lOs., and were both beautiful and dignified
in appearance, as well as being extremely light, which is a great advantage. We are particularly glad to know that such things can be made
locally in this way, as eventually, we hope, such home-made vestments
will be the use of. all our native clergy. We could not expect them
to last more than four or five years, but if a single vestment can be
made for about half-a-crown this would not be unreasonable, and once
they have got the idea and the pattern, native boys (not girls, we fear,
at present) should be capable of such work."
THE MASS.

It is hardly necessary to say, after what has been already written
that the" Mass" is everywhere. At the Theological College, we learn
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from the Annual Report for 1921, Mattins " is immediately followed
by THE MASS. On week days it is usually a LOW MASS. The students
serve in their turns. After MASS, the students go to their houses
for breakfast and the Europeans do the same. At 8.30 there is
half an hour's meditation in chapel. As a rule this is not conducted. Everyone is left to make his own meditation. It is difficult to know how far this succeeds, because it is impossible to tell
what a man is meditating about, or whether he is meditating at all.
But as far as appearances go they seem to meditate and not to be in
a hurry to rush out as soon as the time is finished." "The boys of the
Central School (Hemvuno), who are about a hundred in number, come
to the SUNG Miss at 7. Then the chapel is somewhat uncomfortably
full and very much alive with the sound of singing and squaJling babies."
One priest, who has six parishes, "tries to divide his time evenly
between the six stations, giving five days monthly to each, divided
when possible into ~two periods of four days and one day, the latter
merely a flying visit to SAY MAss, SHRIVE, and give communion."
" Shrive" is a term familiar in the Romish Church, and means to
absolve after hearing private confession.
CHILDREN AT MASS.
At one of the annual meetings in connection with the U.l\'LC.A.
Study Circles, Mr. Frank George "gave a very pleasing description
from his own knowledge of the African children, and specially pictured
the great cathedral at Likoma, fnll of children, all kneeling in intent
worship at the Holy Eucharist." We take the following description
of a children's Eucharist from Centml Africa for August, 1916. The
church is St. Peter's, London Docks.
" A big church, almost full of children, rows and rows of girls of all
ages on the left, as many boys on the right, and at the altar an old
priest celebrating the Eucharist. Fascinated, the nurse crept into the
last seat, as the children sang a hymn. Clear and sweet rang the
little voices:
" •I worship Thee, Lord Jesu, Bond kneeling unto Thee,
As Thou didst come to Mary, I pray Thee >f. come to me,'
while each little person reverently made the sign of the cross. More
late children came in, and the nurse's heart ached for the little bare
knees, thumping down on to the floor, as the children made their
reverences in passing the path leading up to the high altar."
IMAGES.
The Rev. W. V. Lucas wrote as follows in the magazine for January,
1916: "During the Octave of the Epiphany, 1912, being near a
Roman Catholic Mission in German East Africa, I called on the priestin-charge and went with him into the church. They had their Christmas Crib there, and the images of the Holy Family appeared to be the
ordinary European images, and, consequently, lmsuitable for Africans.
The Roman Father, I admit, did not agree with me: but he told me
that when the figures were unpacked, the Africans who were standing
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by said, 'Here come three Europeans out of a box.''' It will be
noticed that the V.M.C.A. missionary appears to have approved of the
images, his only objection being that they were European!
The Rev. F. Baker, writing from Msalabani, on November 13, 1913,
said, " To the left of this altar is an image of our Lady and the Holy
Child. Here is indeed a sanctuary in this heathen land."
RESERVATION.
The Rev. F. Baker, before mentioned, states that at Msalabani
there is "a lady chapel where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved."
At Kigongoi Mission Station we read in the April number of Central
Africa, that" at the east end, behind the High altar, are the BLESSED
SACRAMENT CHAPEL and the vestry."
BENEDICTION.
This practice, which has been banned even by the Bishop of London,
has been sanctioned by the Synod of Zanzibar, according to the V.M.C.A.
report just issued. In a pamphlet published by Cope and Fenwick,
one of the objects of Benediction is said to be, " To assist devotion by
the sight of the Host." The same writer says, "We must break
up the State Religion. Many priests have broken it up in their parishes.
We must smash the system by proving it to be unworkable. We can
prove it unworkable by getting the people with us, giving them Catholic
privileges, so that they may fight for them and think them worth
fighting for. They are now asking why they cannot have Benediction
in their own Parish Churches; and not have to go to the Roman
Catholic Chapel for it."
HOLY WATER.
In the June number of Central Af1'ica we are told of " the solemn
blessing of the holy water, which was a very impressive scene. The
altar was a blaze of light and colour The sunlight was streaming in
through the open windows, shining on the pure, limpid water in the
sparkling crystal bowl, and lighting up the brilliant flowers and the
vestments of the priest. The incense floated up to heaven in pale
mystic clouds." In another place in the same magazine it is stated
that" at the end of the Mass of thanksgiving the boys in the chancel
are solemnly blessed and sprinkled with holy water."
ROSARIES.
Central Africa announces that ROSARIES of African and other beads
are sent for inspection on application to the Community of the Sacred
Passion, which is connected with the V.M.C.A. Here we may fitly
conclude our list of Romish practices carried on under the auspices of
this Mission.
Can any loyal English Churchman continue to subscribe to a mission
which has much more affinity with the Church of Rome than with
the Church of England 1
[This article is published by the Church Association, and may be
obtained at their office, 13 and 14, Buckingham St., Strand, London,
W.C.2, a( the price of 6d. per dozen, or 3s per lOO.-EDITOR.]
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

THE 51st Anniversity of the Hornsey Rise Home, in July, was the
occasion of a large assembly of friends of the Society, several from
distant parts of the country being present. The Sale of Work, on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund, for sick and infirm inmates and for
providing nursing and' medical attention, was unusually successful.
The sermons wcre preached by the Rev. Henry Popham, of Eastbourne,
and the Rev, H. W. Caten, of Fulham. Our aged pilgrims appreciated
the visits, which not a few paid to their rooms. The week following
a tea was provided for them by the Lady Visitors, at which short
addresses were given by Mr. Harvey Carr and the Secretary.
A Sale of Work, at Marden, Kent, has also been held, Mr. and Mrs.
Cronhurst kindly allowing their lawn to be used for this purpose.
Miss Baker and other ladies superintended the arrangements, and an
address was given by the Secretary.
The full Annual Report is ready and will be sent to any address,
upon application. It contains full particulars of the Institution. This
month, all the pensioners will receive a special grant, in addition to
their usual pensions.
New annual subscriptions are needed, as the Society has lost an
unusual
number
of supporters by death, and the claims upon the funds
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WE welcome most cordially a reissue of "Mistress Margery," one of
Miss Holt's stories, which can be obtained of the Protestant Truth
Society, the Women's Protestant Union, or of 11'11:. W. Stanley lI'lartin,
" St. Merryn," South Hill, Guildford. The price is 2s. 6d. net or post
free 2s. lld. It is marvellously cheap. The story, which is told in
delightful style, relates to the days of Henry IV., under whom a statute
was passed for the burning of heretics. William Sautn\ suffered under
this statute, and" Mistress Margery" also. One way of securing the
Protestant succession is by getting our young people to read of the
doings of the Church of Rome in this land in bygone days, bearing in
mind the boast of that Church that it is always the same. Such books
must be attractively written and we can honestly say that we believe
that "Mistress Margery" will widely appeal. We ourselves have been
fascinated by it. The doctrines for refusing to accept which Mistress
Margery was burnt, are the very doctrines which are being taught by
the Romanizing party in the Church of England to-day, and which
are tolerated by bishops and Neo-Evangelicals to the detriment of true
religion. All the more necessity, therefore, for circulating " Mistress
Margery." Another book from the same publishers is " Little Saint
Barbara " or the Message of the Sun Dial, by M. E. Markham, a story
of the closing months of Mary's reign. Price Is. 6d. and 2s. 6d. net.

