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THE LORD'S NEARNESS TO illS PEOPLE.
" The Lord is at hand."-PHILIPPIANS iv. 5.

'THE word "LORD," wherever it is used by itself in the New
'Testament, usually refers to our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Some
illustrations of this fact may be given. When Mary Magdalene
iound that the stone had been taken away from the sepulchre she
Tan to Peter and to the disciple whom JESUS loved, and said, "They .
have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre." When the disciples
met Thomas after the LORD had appeared to them they said,
"We have seen the Lord." Later, when Thomas beheld Him he
,said, "My LORD and my GOD." Subsequently when JESUS stood
-on the shore of the sea of Galilee and the disciples who were fishing
failed to recognize Him at a distance, the disciple whom JESUS
loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord." When they came to shore
none of them durst ask Him, Who art Thou ~ "knowing that it
was the Lord" (John xx. 2, 25, 28; xxi. 7,12). Barnabas took Saul
'and brought him to the apostles at Jerusalem, and" declared unto
-them how that he had seen the Lord in the way" (Acts ix. 27).
'Thus it became an established custom amongst the early Christians
to speak of JESUS as "the Lord." When therefore the Apostle
Paul wrote to the Philippian saints and said, "The LORD is at
hand," he evidently meant the LORD, even JESUS, that appeared
-unto him in the way" (Acts ix. 17). But what did he mean when
:he spoke of the LORD being at hand? Often the expression has
heen understood to mean that the LoRD'S second coming is at hand.
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Now that is indeed a blessed truth. From the Divine point of view
the LORD'S coming was at hand when the apostle wrote the Epistle
to the Philippians. The nearly two thousand years which have
elapsed since are a small period of time to Him with. whom a
thousand years is as one day. But we are not dependent on the
passage for that great and comforting truth. Literally translated
the words at the head of this" Family Portion" are, " The LORD
is near." Bishop MouIe so translates the words, and refers to
Psalm cxix. 151, "Thou art near, 0 LORD," where the Greek of
the Septuagint Version is the same. The thought is that of the
LoRD'S nearness. As Bishop MouIe says, "The LORD is near,
always beside you, to know, to love, to elevate, to calm" (Pkzlippian
Studies, p. 228). What a mercy it is that the LoRD, our risen
REDEEMER, our glorified and omnipotent SAVIOUR, is near to His
people. He is near to them and they are near to Him. They are
"a people near unto Him" (Psalm cxlviii. 14). The spiritual
Israel, as well as the literal, are" a people near unto Him." They
have been made nigh by His blood. Let us then take these words"The LORD is near "-for OUI "Family Portion." Let all the
members of the family of faith who read them rejoice in this blessed
truth. " The LORD is near."
.
1. The Lord is near to His broken-hearted people.
There are times when His people are broken down with a deep
sense of their sinfulness and vileness. The deceitfulness and
desperate wickedness of their hearts is laid bare to their view, and
they are ready frankly, unreservedly, and fully to own that they are
guilty, hell-deserving sinners. This consciousness of their sinfulness is not only felt at the time of their conversion, but it is often
felt afterwards. They grow in the knowledge of their moral
depravity. The more they walk in the light the more do they see
their own sinfulness. The more they taste of the LORD'S graciousness and favour, both spiritual and temporal, the more do they
feel their own unworthiness. When some great token of the
LORD'S goodness is experienced they are humbled to the dust,
and feel how unworthy they are of all His mercies. This is how
David felt when the LoRD'S signal mercy was made known to him.
"Who am I, 0 LORD GoD 1 " he said, "and what is my house,
thatThouhast brought me hitherto ? "(2Sam. vii. 18). Sometimes,
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bowever, it is not merely a sense of our unworthiness which takes
possession of us, but we feel deeply grieved because of our sins,
~nd our hearts are broken with the sense of them. When such is
our experience He is specially near to us. In fact our broken and
-contrite hearts are the result of His nearness. They indicate that
He by His SPIRIT has been bringing us to realize our sins, and to
~cknowledge our iniquities. Hence it is written, "The LORD is
nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as
be of a contrite spirit" (Psa. xxxiv. 18). Men may despise those
who are broken down with a keen sense of sin, but" A broken and
~ contrite heart, 0 GoD, Thou wilt not despise" (Psa. li. 17). The
LoRD was sent by the FATHER" to bind up the broken-hearted.."
To that end He suffered the punishment which their sins merited,
~nd He can now justly administer the only remedy for their broken.down condition. ' 'He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth
up their wounds." " With His stripes we are healed" (Isa. !xi. 1 ;
liii. 5; Psa. CTIvii. 3). Let not a deep sense of your sinfulness
~nd of your manifold and mighty sins discourage you then, dear
child of GOD. This very condition of soul proves that you are the
-object of Divine mercy and compassion. It shows how the LORD
has brought you to a right view of your state. Your brokenneartedness and contrition prove that He is near to you, and that
He is near to bind up, to comfort, to heal and to save.
2. The LORD is near to His reverential people.
One of the marks of His people is that they reverence the LORD,
-they reverence His Word, and they reverence His Day. They
walk in the fear of the LORD and in the comfort of the HOLY GHOST.
{See Acts ix. 31.) And how does the LORD'S nearness affect those
who fear Him ~ The psalmist answers by saying, "Surely His
:Salvation is nigh them that fear Him" (Psa. lxxxv. 9).. The
LoRD'S people often need His saving power. They need it daily.
They need it in view of temptation, danger, and difficulty. They
.are not exempt from these, " but His salvation is nigh them that
Jear Him." He is near to deliver His people from the perils of the
way. What a wonderful exhibition of His saving power was
-displayed in the case of Abraham, He had just" stretched forth
his hand and ·took the knife to slay his son," when" the angel of
·the LoRD called lmto him out of heaven" and said, "Lay not
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thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him, for'
now I know that thou tearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld
thy son, thine only son, from Me" (Gen. xxii. 10-12). The LORDstill interposes on behalf of His people. He still works deliverances.
for them. His salvation is still near to those who fear Him. He'
may test their faith as He did J oseph's, but eventually He displays.
His saving power and exalts those who have been brought low..
Let us beware of doubting His power, His faithfulness, His love.
and His nearness.
3. He is near to His pmying people.
Prayer is another characteristic of GOD'S living, regenerated,
and saved people. "Behold, he prayeth," was said of Saul when
a real work of grace had been begun in his heart. When GOD'S
people pray they do not need to shout. Some good people seem to·
lose all control of themselves when they pray, and shout at the'
top of their voices as if GOD were some miles away. There is noneed for this. By all means let us be earnest and real in prayer.
Let us pray in the SPIRIT, but let us remember the blessed truth.
that, " The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all,
that call upon Him in truth." He is not a GOD afar off, but a GOD
who is near to His praying people. He is so near that He hears·
our groans and our sighs. "My groaning is not hid from Thee,'"
said the Psalmist. "GOD heard their groaning" is recorded of
the children of Israel. "For the sighing of the needy, now will
I arise, saith the LORD" (Psa. x=viii. 9; xii. 5; Exod. ii. 24) ..
And why is He near to His praying people ~ Why does He note
their sighs and their groans ~ It is to hear their prayers and to·
save them from their distresses. " He will fulfil the desire of them.
that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, and will help them"
(Psa. cxlv. 18, 19). When thou criest unto GOD for help His eyes.
are upon thee, His ears are open to hear thee, and He Himself is·
n,ear to put forth His hand to help and deliver thee. The LORD'S
nearness to His praying people was one of the privileges which Moses
gloried in. He said, "What nation is there so great, who hath
GOD so nigh unto them, as the LORD our GOD is in all things that we'
call upon Him for ~" (Deut. iv. 7). 'What a great mercy is this..
Friends and earthly helpers may be far away from us, but it is.
always true that" the LoRD is near."
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4. He is near to His downcast people.
The LORD'S people are not always cheerful and bright. There
are times when they get down and feel ready to despair. It is
astonishing how easily we may descend from the mountain top of
exaltation to the valley of depression. It is no doubt true that we
are in special danger in times of great exaltation, and we need to
be specially watchful and prayerful under such circumstances.
Through CHRIST Who strengtheneth us we may know how to be
abased and how to abound, how to be full and how to be hungry.
The unexpected crucifixion of Him Whom they thought would
have been the REDEEMER of Israel greatly depressed the minds
of the two disciples who were walking to Emmaus. Their hearts
were indeed sad as they talked together of all the things which
had recently happened. But how beautiful it is to read that
"while they communed together and reasoned, JESUS Himself
drew near, and went with them." Why did He draw near to His
depressed people? The narrative shows that He came near to
them to open to them the true teaching of the prophetic Scriptures,
and to comfort them thereby. "Ought not CHRIST to have
suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? And beginning
at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself" (see Luke xxiv.
15-17, 26, 27, 32). The Scriptures are still a great source of comfort
to GOD'S people, and the LoRD JESUS gives them the unction of
His SPIRIT whereby they become conversant with their meaning.
He by His SPIRIT still draws near to His depressed followers and
revives and cheers and comforts them.
5. Lastly, the Lord is near to His people to supply all their needs.
" The LORD is near," says the Apostle. Therefore," Be careful
for nothing." Let nothing make you over-anxious. Rather cast
all your care upon Him, for He careth for you. In respect of everything great or small let your requests be made known unto GoD,
not forgetting to accompany such requests with thanksgiving for
the many and great mercies which the LORD has bestowed on you.
Such requests will be registered in heaven. Such cries will enter
the ears of the LORD of Hosts, and He Who knoweth, before we
ask, what things we have need of will supply all our wants. The
LORD Who is near to His people says, "Whatsoever ye shall ask
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in My name, that will I do, that the FATHER may be glorified in
the SON." (John xiv. 13, 14).
" The LoRD is near." Let us never forget this truth. What is
meant when it is recorded that "the LORD was with J oseph" in
the house of Potiphar and in the dungeon? It meant that the
LORD was near to him. In like manner He was near to Moses and
to Joshua and to David. "David went on, and grew great, and
the LoRD GoD of hosts was with him." So the LoRD says to all
His people, " Fear thou not; for I am with thee." " He hath said.
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
He is near, then, to all His people. He is near to the young of
His flock and to the aged of His flock. He is near to the rich and
to the poor of His redeemed people. He is near to those in the
Homeland and He is near to those in distant lands. He says,
" Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world."
" Why should I ever careful be,
Since such a GOD is mine 1
He watches o'er me night and day
And tells me, 'Mine is thine! ' "
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR,
Stoke Fernj, King's Lynn.
(Thomas Houghton.).
o

o

"REMEMBER, AND FORGET NOT."
DEUT. viii. 2, 11.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should once forget
Thy faithful grace and my increasing debt:
Thy tender love that sent the morning rays
Shall teach my heart its notes of sunset praise.
With chastened wonder now my soul perceives
That early blighting of luxuriant leavesThe pleasures wrested by the hand of painThe loss intended as the seed of gain.
Thy long forbearance I can now adore,
So strangely misinterpreted before;
And in those gentle springtime leadings see
Thine own eternal thoughts of love to me.
Now flesh and heart are failing let me trace
The loving purpose of Thy constant grace:
Then till my latest breath my prayer shall beForget me not, my God, but still remember mc.

Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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"NO MORE."
" No more offering for sin."
" Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more."
" No more conscience of sins. "-HEBREWS x. 18, 17, 2.
.

verses tell us of no more offering for sin, no more rememhrance of sin, and no more conscience of sin. They all point to
the blessed results of Christ's sacrifice for sin. Under the new
Covenant as a result of Christ's sacrifice, offered up once for all,
the repetition of sacrifices for sin has come to an end, the sins of
God's people are no more remembered against them, and, being once
purged and really forgiven, they have no more conscience of sin.
1. First, let us observe that under the new Covenant " there is no
l1wre offering for 8in."
This inspired declaration" is based on the promise of the seventeenth verse which is one of the great promises of the new Covenant.
"In connection with that Covenant, God in mercy and grace said
of His people, " Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more."
That promise implies the full and eternal forgiveness of all the sins
and iniquities of God's people. "Now," says the inspired writer,
" where remission of these is, there is more offering for sin." The
necessity for any more offerings for sin does not now arise. The
Covenant promise of full remission of sin presupposed that an
efficacious offering for sin would be offered, on the ground of which
God could be faithful and just to forgive the sins of His people,
and to cleanse them from all unrighteousness. The necessity for
such an offering is obvious; for" without shedding of blood is no
remission" (Heb. ix. 22). Since, therefore, God does now really
and fully forgive the sins of His people, it follows that a sacrifice
which has effectually put away sin has been offered. Hence there
is now no more offering for sin. The effectual offering for sin
which "has been made is evidently that of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God.
He, " after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down
on the right hand of God." He had really finished the work of
redemption, and, " By one offering He hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 12, 14). The worshippers are now
THESE

•
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therefore made perfect as pertaining to the conscience (see Heb. ix.
9). Their sins are perfectly forgiven. There is therefore now n~
more offering for sin. It may be asked why the offering, which
Christ the Great High Priest of His people offered, has made all
other sacrifices unnecessary. The answer may be given as follows:
(1) Because the sacrifice of Christ was a human sacrifice.
Man had sinned, and hence a substitute who could effectually take
his place and endure the penalty of sin which he deserved must be
of the same nature as himself. It was not fitting that the blood
of inferior animals should atone for human sin. "Forasmuch,
then, as the children" whom the Lord intended to redeem " are
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of
the same; that through death He might destroy," i.e., bring t~
nought" him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and
deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15). "The atonement," says
Professor Smeaton, "must be offered in man's nature, to satisfy
the injured rights of God; which the blood of bulls and goats
could not effect. The apostle pronounces it impossible, because
the blood of irrational animals bore no proportion to the sins of
rational beings, which could not be removed by any arbitrary
arrangement" (The Atonement as taught by the Apostles, p. 404).
(2) Christ's offering has superseded all others because, though
human, it was sinless.
A sinful man could not atone for the sins of others. Nay, since
his own sins deserve eternal death, he could do nothing to atone
for himself. Christ our incarnate Saviour Who offered Himself
for sin, did so as One Who was Himself sinless. He" did no sin,
neither was guile found in His mouth." "In Him is no sin." He
was " in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." He
is "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners." Hence,
through the eternal Spirit, He could offer Himself "~oithout spot
to God" (see 1 Pet. ii. 22; 1 John iii. 5; Heb. iv. 15; vii. 26;
iX. 14). He could make atonement for the sins of others, seeing
He had no sin of His own. He was the holy One, Jehovah's
righteous Servant.
(3) Christ's offering superseded all other offerings because it was
the offering of a Divine Person.
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He Who offered Himself once for all was " the brightness of His.
Father's glory, and the express image of His person." By Him the
Father made the worlds. To Him the Father saith, " Thy throne,
God, is for ever and ever." He is" Jesus, the Son of God." It
was this Divine Person Who had become incarnate Who" by Himself purged our sins," "offered Himself without spot to God,"
" put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (see Heb. i. 3, 8; iv. 14 ;
ix. 14, 26). His deity gave infinite value to His offering. Hence it
is efficacious to atone for the sins of the great multitude of His,
people whom no man can number.

o

(4) Christ's sacrifice superseded all other offerings because it ua...
really efficacious.
His believing people can say with absolute truth, "We have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins " (Ephes. i. 7).
There is real forgiveness of sin and real deliverance from merited
wrath through His offering. He has, indeed, redeemed His people
from the curse, being made a curse for them. The Levitical sacrifices, however, "could not make him that did the service perfect,
as pertaining to the conscience." They could only sanctify "to
the purifying of the flesh." They could only procure outward
cleansing. "It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins." Such sacrifices "can never take away
sins" (see Heb. ix. 9, 13; x. 4, H). By Christ's one offering,
however, "He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
His blood is efficacious to purge the conscience from dead works to
serve the living God. It really cleanses from all sin (Heb. x. 14;
ix. 14; 1 John i. 7). As therefore the offering of Christ has really
secured the full remission of His people's sins, "there is no more
offering for sin." The Lord has not arranged for another offering.
No such offering is necessary. It were presumption on our part'
to attempt to repeat the offering, even if we were able to do so.
No wonder that our Reformers, who had been taught by the Spirit
through the Word, declared, "Wherefore the sacrinces of Masses,
in the which it was commonly said that the priest did offer Christ
for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were
blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits" (Article xxxi.). The
sinless sacrifice of our Divine Saviour, our great High Priest, our
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eternal Priest, hath really put away His people's sins, and the need
of another sacrifice cannot arise.
" Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since J esusdied for thee! "
2. Secondly, let us observe that under the new Covenant there is no
mIJre remembrance of sin.
It is Jehovah Himself Who assures His people of this great and
blessed fact. He regenerates them by His Spirit; for He puts
His laws into their mind, and writes them in their hearts. He
enters into Covenant relationship with them; for He says, " I will
be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people." He brings
them to know Him Whom to know is life eternal, and He Himself
says, "I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins
and their iniquities will I remember no more" (see Heb. viii. 8-12;
16, 17, compared with Jer. xxxi. 31, 33, 34). What a gracious
promise! "Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no
more." He knows all the sins, past, present, and to come, of all
His people. He knows their sins of ignorance as well as the sins
of which they are consciously guilty. He knows the awful enmity
and wickedness and deceitfulness of the evil nature within them.
Yet He says of all the sins of all His people, " I will remember them
no more." I will not call them to mind. I will not recall them to
memory. I will behold My people as though they had never
sinned.
This great promise is based on the completed atonement of God's
dear Son, the Divine Surety of the new and everlasting Covenant.
In the sacrifices offered under the law, "there is a remembrance
again made of sins every year" (Heb. x. 4). The constant
repetition of the sacrifices indicated that sin was still unatoned
for. It was not really put away. Hence there was a continual
remembrance of sins, and never at any time did the sacrifices of
bulls and of goats secure the real forgiveness of God's people.
Now, however, under the new Covenant, and through the oncefot-all-offered sacrifice of our great High Priest, the sins of God's
people were really put away and atoned for, and God really and
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eternally forgives the sins of all His believing people. All their
sins, past, present, and to come, were laid upon Christ their holy
Substitute, and He put them all away by the sacrifice of Himself.
It follows that all who trust in Him are justified from all things,
and never again can anyone, man or devil, effectually lay anything
to their charge. For the comfort of His people the Lord uses a
variety of expressions to denote how fully, effectually, and eternally
He pardons the sins of everyone who trusts in the blood and
righteousness of His dear Son. Hezekiah was enabled to say,.
" Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back" (Isaiah xxxviii. 17).
They were therefore completely out of sight. The Lord could not
see them. Hence, He would not bring them against His servant.
Note these words in reference to the sins of Israel and J udah. "In
those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel
shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah,
and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I
reserve" (Jer. I. 20). Thus, when the Lord pardons His people's
sins, those sins are beyond discovery. They may be sought for,
but they will be found to have no existence. "There shall be
none." They may be sought for, but" they shall not be found."
The Divine decree has gone forth that His people's sins when He
has pardoned them shall never again be brought to light. Another
figure is lli!ed by the inspired prophet Micah. He says, " Thou wilt
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea" (Micah vii. 19). Think
of that, dear children of God. Suppose you dropped a heavy load
into the depths of the Atlantic Ocean. You would feel it was gone
beyond recovery. You would never see it again. So with regard
to your sins. God, so to speak, has cast them into the depths of
the sea, and, like Pharaoh's army, "the sea covered them: they
sank as lead in the mighty waters." "There remained not so
much as one of them" (Exod. xiv. 28; xv. 4, 5, 10). The sins of
God's people may be many and mighty. The Lord may have to
say, "Thou hast made Me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied
Me with thine iniquities." Yet in spite of this, through the atoning
blood of His dear Son, He can justly say, "I, even I, am He that
blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine Own sake, and will not
remember thy sins " (Isaiah xliii. 24, 25).
Be of good comfort, then, you who are leaning on Christ's merits,
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1tnd have fled to Him for refuge. The Lord has said of you, " Their
'sins and iniquities will I remember no more."
3. Thirdly, let us notice that under the new Covenant there is no more
,conscience ot sins.
"No more conscience of sins" follows upon no more remem'brance of sins. The argument of the second verse of the tenth of
Hebrews is, that if the sacrifices which were offered year by year
under the law had been really efficacious to cleanse the worshippers
from their sins, then they would have ceased to be offered, " because
that the worshippers once purged should have had no more con'science of sins." The worshippers, however, were not cleansed
'under the old Covenant, for the reason that " it is impossible that
-the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins" (Heb. x. 4,
R.V.). But now what was impossible with the blood of bulls and
·of goats has become possible by means of the blood of Christ.
His blood cleanses the conscience from dead works to serve the
living God (see Heb. ix. 14). Hence, seeing that believers are
persons whose hearts are "sprinkled from an evil conscience"
'(Heb. x. 19), it follows that they have no more conscience of sins.
But what precisely is meant by "no more conscience of sins" ?
It means no more consciousness of sins, But is that 'true? Can
-the believer say he has no more consciousness of sin? In a very
important and blessed sense he can. Seeing that God has cast His
sins into the depths of the sea and assures Him that He will
'remember them no more against him, he is no longer conscious of
a weight of sin that will bring him down to hell. He knows that
the remission of his sins through Christ's atoning blood is so real,
so full, and so abiding that now there is for him "no condemnation.'
lIe can say, " Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?
It is God that justifieth, who is he that condemneth? It is Christ
-that died" (Rom. viii. 1, 33, 34). He has appeared, so to speak,
'before the bar of God's judgment seat, and he had to acknowledge
that he was a guilty sinner, deserving death and hell. But the
Divine Judge, instead of condemning him, justified him. He
,declared him righteous because He imputed to him the righteous-ness of the Divine Surety. The Judge has therefore virtually said
to him, "You are discharged, all your sins are forgiven, and you
:may leave the court not only forgiven but accounted righteous.
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I have in mercy and grace, through the redemption that is in My
oear Son, clothed you with the garments of salvation and covered
you with the robe of righteousness. I have in grace adopted you
into My family and made you an heir of glory." The believing
'sinner, assured of being forgiven and justiiied freely by God's
:grace, is thus able to go on his way rejoicing. When he recalls what
.a sinner he has been, and what a sinner he still is, he recalls also
the blessed, Divine, and irrevocable assurance that all His sins are
forgiven, and will be remembered no mme against Him. He has
therefore no nwre consciousness that he is burdened with a weight
of sin that will ultimately bring him to hell. Nay, he is blessedly
conscious that through infinite grace he will eventually be amongst
the many sons who will be brought to glory. On the other hand,
the believer becomes increasingly conscious of indwelling sin. He
has got a new nature, but the old still remains, and is continually
.asserting itself, and the more fully he walks in the light the more
<loes he become conscious of the evil within him. This helps to
keep him humble and stimulates him to walk warily and prayerfully.
:But being justified by faith, he has peace with God through the
Lord Jesus Christ, and he is enabled to rej oice in hope of the glory
'of God. Moreover, by the power of the indwelling Spirit of God
he is enabled to bring forth the fruits of righteousness which are
by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.
o then, dear believing children of God, what mercies are your
portion! An efficacious offering for sin has been made by your
.great High Priest. On the ground of this offering God has forgiven
you, and will remember your sins no more. This blessed assurance
has relieved you of the burden of sin. Your conscience is quiet
.and peaceful. What then? Listen to the words of the apostle.
"I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this
'world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
.of God" (Rom. xii. 1, 2).
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WELLSPRINGS.
"Only the L01,d estal;lish His Word."-l

SAMUEL

i. 23.

THESE words are to be found in one of the most pathetically lovely
chapters in the Word of God, a favourite alike with old and young,
containing, as it does, Hannah's prayer and the birth and dedication of
the child Samuel. Therein we read how, as in Abraham's household
earlier, so here the two wives of Elkanah were at variance. To Peninnah and her sons and her daughters he had given portions: "but
unto Hannah he gave a double or worthy portion, for he loved Hannah :
but the Lord had shut up her womb," And whilst she suffered this
disappointment; her sufferings were increased tenfold by her adversary's
taunting, provoking her sore and making her to fret. ·Thus, whilst she
accompanied Elkanah year by year when he went up to the· house of
the Lord in Shiloh, she carried with her, her sorrowful spirit, and the
bitter taunts of Peninnah: so much so that she wept and ate not. Her
husband chides her in love-" Hannah, why weepest thou 1 and why
eatest thou not 1 and why is thy heart grieved 1 am not I better to
thee than ten sons 1" Let us pause for a moment here, d~ar readers,
and break away from the subsequent tea{lhing and history of our
chapter, whilst we would apply this sentence of Elkanah to oUIselves"
It may be, dear child of God, you are placed in some lonely spot, and
yOUI appointed lot is uncongenial, self-denying, far away from all you
love, and yOUI once happy and sacred associations. All' these have
been counted but dross and given up for Christ. Love to Him and His.
command has led you forth to some remote country to proclaim His
Gospel of glad tidings in heathen lands. But your thoughts aud
affections will travel to the home of yOUI birth, the land of your
nativity, and to all the dear ones there whom you willingly forsook for
Christ at His call," Go ye." As a voice of a gentle breeze, come
these words in higher and far greater, yea even eternal potency
than any earthly husband could have enforced them, "Am not
I better to thee than these 1" And yOUI loneliness all vanishes,
your captivity is tUIned as you hear Him speaking His own word
of promise, "Thou shalt no more be termed forsaken; neither
shall thy land any more be termed desolate: but thou shalt be
called Hepzibah, and, thy land Beulah; for the Lord delighteth in
thee, and thy land shall be married." "Lo, I am with thee always."
But to return to Hannah. The remark 6f her husband, kindly as it
might have been intended, stirred up her grief with intensity. She was
now "in great bitterness of soul, and wept sore." But she also
" prayed unto the Lord," and that was her relief. There is no way out
of OUI troubles, dear reader, as you and I have well and often proved,
but this.
• The thought has heen suggested by a sweet little poem by E. May Grimes.
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If pain afflict, or wrongs oppress,
If cares distract, or fears dismay I
If guilt deject, if sin distress,

The remedy's before thee-Pray."
And another hymnist, Beddome, agrees thus with dear Hart when he
writes ;" When God inclines the heart to pray,
He has an ear to hear,
To Him, there's music in a groan,

And beauty in a tear."
And we sing in holy comfort with yet another of our poets ;" That were a grief I could not bear,
Didst Thou not hear and answer prayer;
But a prayer-hearing, answering God

Supports me under every load."
Thus Hannah applied herself, as every tried and afliicted saint has
done in all ages, to the mercy-seat. It is the sure and only place of
remedy. There the Lord hears every groan and sigh of His exercised
saints, and He treasures up their tears that are wept where no other eye
sees and no one intrudes upon their sorrow. She" wept sore and she
vowed a vow, and said, 0 Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the
afHiction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I
will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there shall no
razor come upon his head." The dominant desire of gracious women
all through Old Testament history was to bear a son. They were
looking for the fulfilment of the promise in Gen. iii. 15, although their
knowledge was very limited, and their faith very obscure. Thus Eve
said when she bare Cain (who was of the Evil One), " I have gotten a
man from the Lord," and I believe in the original it is " the" man.
She thought he was the promised" seed of the woman." And, doubtless, when later the mother of Moses hid her child from Pharaoh's cruel
edict to slay all the male children, in her breast the hope burned that
her son might be the promised" Child." And these two, Elkanah and
Hannah, seem to have been blessedly and harmoniously one in their
faith and conduct toward God. When Hannah proposes to tarry at
home until the child be weaned, and then to " bring him that he may
appear before the Lord and there abide for ever," her husband willingly
accedes. He says, "Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou
have weaned him; only the Lord establish His Word."
Now so far as we read their history in this chapter, we do not find any
promise recorded as having been given them of the Lord concerning
the child. Hannah had " asked" of the Lord this signal blessing in
Providence, and she had also made the vow upon the strength of its
fulfilment. And there does not appear to have been any second thought
nor deviating from her promise, not even when the precious babe asked
.6
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for and given, must have daily and increasingly endeared himself to the
fond mother's heart with all those infant charms which are so indescribably sweet and winning to a mother's affection and joy. She simply
tarries at home until she had weaned the child, and with the ready
-resolve then to " bring him that he may appear before the Lord and
there abide for ever." It was no half and half offering. There was no
double-heartedness about it. She did not intend to bring him up to
Shiloh just to dedicate him and then take him home again. But with
her godly husband's agreement she brought him and offered him unto
the Lord, and as the Holy Spirit enforces the truth of the very tender
years of Samuel, we know how early she must have given him up, in
ready and willing compliance with her vow of faith.
" The child was young," when she started on her journey, taking
with her" three bullocks and one ephah of flour and a bottle of wine,
and brought him unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh." Beautiful
and pathetic were the words with which this dear woman addresses Eli
the priest, who had on her former visit in her sorrowful appcaring in
the Lord's house, charged her with drunkenness. She, who" spake in
her heart, ouly her lips moved, but her voice was not heard," had been
observed, understood, and accepted:of Him unto whom all heartR are
opened. Oh! the blessed understanding of our God! He sees as
man seeth not. He knows the sighs and cries and groans and the
unexpressed prayers, and He never misunderstands us either. We are
much at the mercy of man in this, and our purest motives can be misconstrued by the finite. But not so with our God, and our mercy is to
have Him to deal with our hearts. But dear Hannah in her humble
spirit presents herself to Eli, leaving out all the chidings and remindings
of his unkind insinuations, and she simply says, " Oh my lord, as thy
soulliveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here praying
unto the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me
my petition, which I asked of him! Therefore also, I have lent him to
the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he
worshipped the Lord there."
What strong faith, couched in sweet simplicity and humility! How
few of us actually take the Lord at His word, " Ask, and it shall be
given you." How few of us (I speak for myself, dear reader) can lay
claim to just going before the Lord thus! How few of us ask definitely,
specifically, and expectantly! "For this "-as Hannah did.
Fear, and such little faith too, often accompany us to the mercy-seat,
and we " have not because we ask not, or ask amiss." It may be, too,
we "fear to presume," and we fear likewise to dictate to the Lord.
Thus whilst even pleading, we seem to be held back that though" all
things are possible" to Him it may not be His will to grant us this.
Although He may have granted so many petitions hitherto, He may
not intend to grant this one. Or it may be long, long years of plying
the mercy-seat on a particular desire and the delayed answer has well
nigh wearied our faith and extinguished hope. And again the enemy
will perhaps make a thrust and tell us there may not have been any
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particular promise from the Lord; nor word upon which to hope, as
ground for pleading, and that the desiore may after all be mixed with
{larnal motive and natnrallove which have actuated the petition. He
will suggest, What promise have you had applied with power upon which
to plead, and which you can confidently carry with you and present at
the Throne of grace 1 Well, dear child of God, if snch perchance is your
present experience and exercise, and if Satan is doing his best to rob
you of hope that the prayer of many long years is after all nothing, and
you have no word to go upon, may this word comfort you. "Only
the Lord establish His Word." 'What word, Lord 1 "He will fulfil
the desire of them that fear Him." He has said, " Ask and it shall be
given you." And He has promised to withhold" no good thing from
them that walk uprightly."
So, cannot you and I go before Him, and say, " Thou saiclst." And
Thou canst not deny Thyself, Lord.
"My soul, ask what thou wilt;
Thou canst not be too bold,
Since His own blood for thee He spilt,
What else can He withhold? ..
Thus in the sweet story before us, although we have been saying that
so far as we read no word of particular import or promise was Divinely
given His servant, yet it was as though by the Holy Spirit Hannah
uttered a prediction and Samuel was asked of the Lord and given by
Him and dedicated to Him, and his place is given amongst faith's
worthies in Heb. xi.
The child thus graciously given of the Lord was singularly endowed
'of Him with gifts and knowledge far beyond his years. Who of us
would have thought of addressing a child, as young as Samuel was, and
telling him of the evil existing, the sin of the priest 'and his sons, and of
coming judgulent! But the Lord Who gave the child, endowed him
with knowledge and used him as His messenger to receive and convey
to Eli. Whoever the servant is, or whatever the instrument in the
Lord's hand, such is qualified to do His work successfully. And thus
this child received the Word from the mouth of the Lord and could
-declare it with accuracy and all the import it was intended to convey.
'Vonderful, and as true as it was wonderful, therefore, that we read,
" But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child, girded with a
linen ephod," a priestly garment. Thus Samuel, though of such tender
years, was a minister before the Lord; he was a worshipper likewise in
His House, and he also received the prophecy which was first revealed
to him of the destruction of Eli's house. If any of our readers are
young in years let this encourage them that they are not too young
but they may offer acceptable worship and be used of the Lord in His
service. A little child of tender years has often been used to lead an
old and hardened sinner to Jesus as the Saviour..
" Only the Lord establish His word." To establish is to set or fix
:firmly, or unalterably-to found; to ordain or appoint, to confirm or
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make good,-to set up by authority and to endow. It is a beautiful
word, and its many and varied connections in the Scriptures of Truth
would be well worth the readers' and writer's separate study and
meditation. We can, however, but briefly refer to a few of the references now. And may the Holy Spirit speak them now with comfort
to exercised hearts and anxious minds. They are breathed from the
heart of Him Who cannot lie. We find the word early in Genesis,
where God spake unto Noah when telling him of coming judgment by
the flood which should overtake a wicked world: "But with thee win
I establish my Covenant, and thou shalt come into the ark" (Gen. vi.
18). And the Divine promise was renewed to the father of the faithful
when the promised child Isaac was to be given to Abraham and Sarab.
" And I will establish my Covenant with him for an everlasting Covenant and with his seed after him" (xvii. 19). And again of Hise
ancient people Jehovah spake, " The Lord shall establish thee an holy
people unto himself as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the
commandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways" (Deut.
xxviii. 9). And we know how that Covenant of works was broken by
Israel, and how our God established a better, which could never be
annulled or broken. As the tables of the Covenant were hidden in
the ark, so much more doesc the Antitype surpass the type, and
Jesus could say, "Thy law have I hid in mine heart," and He kept
it and made it honourable for His people. And thus it was that
Sheba's Queen uttered a great and glorious truth of His spiritual
Covenant people, "Because thy God loved Israel to establish them
for ever, therefore made he thee king over them, to do judgment
and justice" (2 Chron. ix. 8).
This is His Zion, of whom it is said, " And the highest Himself shall
esctablish her" (Psa.Lxxxvii. 5). For her He has declared, " For I have
&aid, mercy shalt be built up for ever; thy faithfulness shalt thou establish
in the very heavens" (Psa. Lxxxix. 2). David's seed" will I establish
for ever and build up thy throne to all generations" (verse 4). Thusthe children of God can confidently pray with the sweet Psalmist, " Let
Thy work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy glory unto their children ..
And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; and establish Thou
the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands, establish
Thou it " (Psa. xc. 17).
In that beautiful prayer and thanksgiving of David when he went in
and sat before the Lord, and in reviewing His mercies and gracious,
promises, seemed to be overwhelmed with the goodness of his God, he'
exclaims, " And what can David say more unto thee 1" But while
David remembered that his God had" spoken also of Thy servant's
house for a great while to come," he yet is mourning, " although my
house be not so with God." But if we read on there is a lovely gleam
of light shining out of verse 25. "And now, 0 Lord God, the word
that Thou hast spoken concerning Thy servant, and concerning his,
house, establish it for ever, and do as Thou hast said." His servant was
not questioning the promise of his God. He was utterly relying upon..
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His Covenant faithfulness and sworn word, so that" Do as Thou hast
-said" seems to indicate the pleading of a heart who longs to see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Set about it, Lord. Let
me humbly ask that I may see the performance of the promise. Put
Thy Hand to the work, aud let Thy work appear unto Thy servant and
Thy glory be manifested in the salvation of Thy servant's house.
Beloved reader. Have you ever thought of the great things asked
.and given by the merciful Hand of your God? If so-may it encourage
you to seek the face of Jacob's God, and bring your particular desire
there and wait there though the vision tarry. That great and gracious
man, R. C. Chapman, wrote: "To be sustained in faith under long
delay of the answer in prayer, is itself an answer to prayer beyond
price" (Matt. xv, 22-28)." The best answers to prayer are those we
have to wait and trust for. The answer will sometimes come when our
patience is spent, and the way wherein it pleases God to answer our
prayer, if we have a right mind, will always please us well."
Oh! to have the mind of Christ and so be enabled to grow up into
Him in all things. Oh, to ask according to His will and thus have our
petitions answered to His eternal glory and to the establishment of His
Word which will never pass away. A dear aged child of God recently
remarked to the writer how she seemed to be living upon that word,
" Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them
that fear Thee, which Thou hast wrought for them that trust in Thee
before t,he sons of men." Laid up, and wrought out is all God's goodness
and mercy for His people, so that
" In Time and to eternal days,
'Tis with the righteous well."
You and I, beloved reader, will in eternity, if not now, have cause to
bless our God for all the delays as well as the answers to our petitions,
for those gracious returns of prayer which He granted us speedily, or
for those delays that kept us waiting long and weary months and years.
Sure of this are we, in reliance upon our strong and unchangeably
faithful God, He will establish His Word. He will confirm it unto the
end, and He will make good every promise that has passed His lips,
and we shall have proved that" no good thing will He withhold from
them that walk uprightly."
R.

BISHOPS' VISITATIONS IN ,TOHN NEWTON'S DAY.
April 27th, 1774, John Newton wrote in his diary:" At the Visitation. I had a call of duty, otherwise I need not
wish to pass a day to less purpose. We had a sermon on contending
earnestly for the faith; bnt, alas! the true faith was opposed and
reviled. At dinner nothing spiritual or even serious, though forty
Fersons or upwards who bear the name of ministers of Christ."
FOR
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Sermons anll Notes of ,Sermons.
THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON, ON
SUNDAY MORNING, iliAY 20TH, 1906. (Unrevised by him).

" And the people stood beholding."-LuKE xxiii. 35.
THE Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ is the great theme of God's most
Holy Word from the beginning of Genesis to the end of the New
Testament. Everything leads up to that Cross; the eternal anrl
electing love of God the Father is focussed there; the redeeming
blood of God the Son flows there, aud the power, application, might,.
and unction of God the Holy Spirit are experienced there. God's
ancient purposes of love and mercy flow from eternity to the Cross.
All the grand and glorious future which awaits the Church and peopleof the living God comes from the Cross. The incarnation of the
Eternal Son of the Father was in view of the Cross, and the Cross
was the stepping stone to His throne, whence we look and hope for
His appearing the second time without sin unto salvation. Look
at the four Gospels of the New Testament, or the fourfold Gospel as·
it certainly is more correct and scriptural to say. Matthew, the Gospel
of the King of Israel, leads up to the Cross; J.\!Iark, the Gospel of theServant of God, leads up to the Cross; Luke, the Gospel of the Son
of ilian, leads up to the Cross; John, the Gospel of the Son of God, leads
up to the Cross, and therefore we may be quite sure that every voicethat was heard, every sound that came forth, everyone who surrounded
the Cross, is worthy of our deepest and most prayerful attention, and.
so briefly I wonld speak of the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. First,
those around it-" the people stood behold.ing." He upon it---God
over all blessed for ever; the message that sounds from it, and HeWho was above it.
Just a few brief words upon each one of these truths which grows
from a consideration of our text.
First of all, those amund the Cross of Jesu.s! "The people stood
beholding." How many classes of people were there ~ Four, and
these four classes of people around the Cross of JC8us are indicativeand typical of all the ages, and of all mankind surrounding the Cross
of Christ. First, and nearest to the Cross, were the rough Pagan
soldiers who had rlriven those four nails into His sacred feet and hands.
Then there were the priests and scribes, the leaders of religious thought
and of ecclesiastical procedure in their day and generation. Thirdly,
there were the women who, from pity only, wept and bewailed Him;
and fourthly, there were a few trembling, heart-broken d.isciples,
witnesses of the agony of Him Who was dearer to them than all the
world beside. These were the people who" stood behold.ing," beholding, not with casual glance, but as the word signifies, with a steady
gaze, with an int~nsity of vision, for even the Captain of the Roman.
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soldiers was compelled to say that He Who suffered there must have
been the Son of God. Let us briefly take these four classes as types
of those who surround the Cross of Christ to-day.
First of all, there are the soldiers. Now, strictly speaking, they
were not among the people who gazed intently at the Cross of Christ,
nor are they included, it seems to me, in the Holy Ghost's description
in our text. "The people (other than the soldiers) stood beholdiug,"
and yet the soldiers were there around the Cross. Whom do they stand
for 1 The profoundly indifferent. There were those men sunken in
spiritual insensibility, with no other thought than that they had just
crucified one Who was declared to be a malefactor, and who hung
upon the central tree of shame. But the crucifixion of our Lord was
to them a source of gain, of satisfaction, of gambling at the Cross foot.
Oh what a power the devil of gambling has over people in all ages
of the world, and never more so than in our own day. I am horrified,
and so are any of us who have much to do with men, at the awful
spirit of gambling which affects all classes of society, and both sexes.
What a devil it is! At the foot of the Cross they gambled for our
Saviour's seamless robe after they had divided His other garments
among themselves. The soldiers then are a type of the spiritually
indifferent. Tens and hundreds and thousands of them in the day
in which we live, not bothering themselves about religion, only concerned to get as much as they possibly can out of this world. How
many of this class are there here this morning, only concerned about
this world, and yet ready to take advantage of the material things
which the Gospel brings within their reach, and of the advantages
which flow from a crucified Saviour 1 This is what I mean. Why
is there this blessed day of rest in England and in other parts of the
world 1 Because Christ our Lord rose from the dead. This presupposes His crucifixion, His substitntionary work as the Sin Offering
of His dear Church and people. But look at the representatives of
the soldiers to-day. Hundreds and thousands on this sweet day of
rest rushing out in their motor cars, desecrating God's sacred day in
every way, and the railway companies of England, and the governing
bodies of England setting them the example. Week-end trips, multiplying opportunities for the poorest to go forth and break God's holy
day, the day that springs from the Cross and from the resurrection,
and this day, by God's own sinful creatures to whom He has given
it as a gift, is used as the soldiers used that which came to them from
the Cross of Jesus, and from Him Who suffered thereon.
Now there are the Priests and the Scribes. Pharisees were there,
Sadducees and Herodians were there. Pharisees swallowed up in
ritualism; Sadducees, the prey of broad, false latitudinarianism; the
Herodians, who strove to make the best of both worlds, looked on.
The bitterest foes of our Lord Jesus Christ, the bitterest foes of the
Cross of Christ and His substitutionary work, have always been
professors of religion, and this solemn truth comes out at this distinguished place, the Cross of Jesus. There is the Pharisee. There
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is the Sadducee overcome as he professes to be with multitudes of
religious difficulties. There is the Herodian belonging to the party
all bent upon the destruction of God manifest in the flesh, Him Who
came to pour out His precious blood, to save His Church and people.
Not the Cross, not the Saviour. A social Christ, an institutional
church, anything rather than the Gospel of the blood, the Gospel of
the pierced hand, the Gospel of the substitutionary sufferings of Him
Who loved me and gave Himself for me. Still the religionists of
the day behold Christ upon the Cross, but the Gospel of the blood
and of atoning blood they will not have at any price. They" trample
under foot the blood of the Son of God."
The women, too, were there, who when the Blessed One, bowed
and weary, went through the streets of Jerusalem bearing His Cross,
wept and bewailed Him, beating upon their breasts-women animated
by pity and compassion, representing those who are merely swayed
by sentiment. They wept and bewailed Him; but they did not have
a glimpse of His Divine glory or feel their heart-need. They were
spiritually blind with no sense of need, but the pathetic picture of
the Man of Sorrows appealed to them, and they wept and bewailed
Him. "0 daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children," said our Lord. What do these
women stand for 1 A pathetic sermon, solemn music, an ornate
ritual, an eloquent and cultivated ministry destitute of the Cross, the
blood, the new birth, the discriminating truth of the living God, these
influence people. It is sentiment, and the women of Jerusalem
represented those swayed by sentiment. Whilst their rejection of the
Crucified may be less morally offensive, it is not less real and vital.
Here then the first class, the soldiers, stand for the awful indifference
of the day in which we live. The Priests, Scribes, and Pharisees stand
for those religious professors who hate the Gospel in its love and power.
The women who wept and mourned for Him stand for those to whom
that which appeals to the senses moves and stirs. And now there is
another class, a little company. John is there, the Marys are there,
a few others are there, and as they" stood beholding," their feelings
as they watched the Lord of life and glory expiring there, sprang from
the most devoted love, for He Who hung there was more to them than
all the world beside. They saw in Him the Son of the living God, the
Christ that should come into the world, and nnder the tremendous
testing of the Cross of Jesus, their feelings changed not. He was the
outcast of the people; He was the scapegoat bearing the sins of His
people into the wilderness, but they followed Him; they stood beneath
His Cross, they felt the power of His bleeding, dying love; in faith
and love they watched Him still.
Beloved friends, to which of these four classes do we belong 1 If
we are true believers, this is our test., "Unto you who believe He is
precious," and the crucified Saviour was precious to that fourth class,
and He was precious to none of the others. I set up no standard of
experience, but I do insist, because God's Word insists, upon these
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'lSsential realities in connection with the things of God. Is Christ
precious to you ~ "What think ye of Christ 1" All the people in
the world stand in one sense beholding. With what fcelings, what
hopes do you behold Him Who hung upon Calvary's Tree, and bled
and suffered there ~ When we speak of the Cross of Christ we simply
use it as a figure for His sin-atoning death, for His cleansing blood,
and for His substitutionary sufferings-all were endured on the cross
of wood. Hence the cross of wood is simply used in all these connections as embodying in one verse that which is as deep as the love of
God, as high as heaven, and as broad as all the purposes of Him Who
loved us and gave Himself for us. 0 Church of God, standing round
the Cross of Jesus, why are we there 1 How is it, dear hearer, that
you are standing with these feelings this morning under the Cross of
Jesus 1 "I have loved thee with an everl&Sting love, and therefore
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." 0 wonderful, drawing love
of Jesus my Lord. See how it drew the poor woman, bowed with her
infirmity for those twelve long years. Dense was the crowd, but the
woman was drawn through the crowd to the Saviour, there to touch
the hem of His garment, and how is it that you have been drawn
through the crowds, beholding the Cross of the Lord Jesus ~ Oh,
it is everlasting love, everlasting drawing, everlasting kindness,
Covenant salvation, for the Surety of the Covenant hangs there for
the salvation of a Covenant people, and the Covenant people are drawn
by Covenant love. Still is Christ rejected by the world; still those
who have been taught of God keep true-hearted watch by faith and love
at the feet of the cmcified Saviour. Our hearts are sad. Why ~ Because
of the triumphing of iniquity. 'Twill not be for ever, bless and praise
the Name of our God, for the Crucified shall reign. We are tried more
by the scoffs and the cavils of the cultured unbelief of the day with its
vast pretensions to superior learning and insight; troubled when we
look at others, but when the eye of faith gazes upon the Christ of God
we can join with the dying robber, "Lord remember me when Thou
comest into Thy kingdom." Thou art all in all to me. I lay my hand
on Thee as on my great Sin Offering; Lord remember me when Thou
comest into Thy kingdom. Therefore in the beholders around the
Cross of Jesus we have a prophetic tableau, if we may so describe it,
of the history of the centuries; and the faith which this morning in
penitence and in love contemplates the Crucified shall one day disappear
in sight and adoration, when we see our blessed and glorious Lord.
Who was last at the Cross ~ Mary Magdalene. Who was first at
the sepulchre ~ Mary Magdalene, and Mary who was last at the
Cross, beholding there a precious Christ and witnessing the Howing
of the blood, was the favoured one to whom the Lord first said Peace,
and spoke to her of His triumph and glory.
Secondly, upon the Gross was our Lord. A"ound the Cross, upon
the Cross, f1"Om the Cross, above the Cross; and did time permit we
might talk of the sides of the Cross, the utterance of the dying thief
on thc right-hand side of our beloved Lord. What a wondrous truth
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this is! What a wondrous fountain this is; ho'''' every part of the
Cross of Jesus is vocal to the poor, needy sinner, to the tried and
tempted child of God. The last reference to the Cross as such, which
we have in the Word of God, is found in the 8th verse of the 11th chapter
of the Revelation-" Where also our Lord was crucified' '-in relation
to the two witnesses in that chapter. This is the last reference to the
Cross of Christ in the Gospel. Can we join with John there 1 Was it
OU1' Lord Who was crucified there 1 You weigh these words a little,
and how stupendous, ineffable, the whole of these mighty transactions
become. Our Lord. Lord: that stands for JellOvah; Jehovah is one
of the names of our God~" 'Where also our God was crucified," for
whilst it was the Manhood of our Lord Who suffered, His eternal
Godhead was in blessed union therewith. Our Lord and our God.
'Vhere is the measure of our Lord's love, and of our Lord's sufferings 1 Only at the Cross of Jesus. At the Cross you have the measure
of His suffering, and can you measure it 1 Only in our poor little
way. We think of the awful sUfferings of His body, His nerves wrung
and pained, His immaculatc body sensitive to pain as ours can never
be because it was the body of a perfectly holy Man, and those sufferings
of body were just a picture of the still more awful sufferings of His
soul, when His Father hid His face from Him, and when He was
engaged as the Sin Bearer carrying our sins away into the wilderness,
and (to use another figure) casting them into the depth of the sea.
The Cross is the measure of His sufferings, of His obedience to the
will of His Father-" He became obedient unto death, even the death
of the Cross "-the most shameful, the most painful, the most ignominious; the death that entailed the most suffering because He came
to suffer everything for everyone of the multitude given to Him
from before t.he foundation of the world. The Cross is the measure of His
willingness to bear our burdens. "Come unto Me all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." The Cross is the
measure of His willingness to drink our bitter cup of wrath and woe.
The Cross is the measure of His intense sympathy with His dear
people, and that shines forth so beautifully when He turned His dying
eyes on His mother," Woman, behold thy son," and to John, " Behold
thy mother." Do you want, do you need anything more than that
which is set forth by the Cross of Jesus 1
" Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find."
Very briefly, look at that which came from the Cross. Who was
crucified there 1 The Son of God. Wno hung upon that tree of
shame 1 He Who is the Sun of Righteousness. Where does the light
of everlasting love stream in tenderest, sweetest forms 1 From the
central Cross; there we see Christ on the altar of burnt offering;
there from the Cross we see and hear the words of Christ as our Sill
Offering, the consumed Sacrifice without the gate. There from the
Cross of Jesus the Gospel message of all the offerings comes. He Who
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is the God of Light hung there! He Who is the Sun of Righteousnesshung there, and just as the rays of our sun may be divided into seven,
so the everlasting love of God from the Cross of Jesus streams down
to those under that Cross in sevenfold rays. There arc the seven
words upon the Cross :"Father, forgive."
"To-day shalt thou be with Me."
"Woman, behold thy son."
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1 "
" I thirst."
" It is finished."
" Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit."
Are we waiting there to-day 1 Do we want our cold hearts warmed
to-day 1 Do we want our callous spirits melted to-day 1 There,
waiting under the shadow of the Cross, we experience the light and
the warmth of the Sun of Righteousness-" Unto you that fear My
Name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His wings."
And tibove the 01"OSS is God the Father, the Eternal God. He hid
His face from His Son because Christ was then bearing the weight
of our sins, and our sins deserved the eternal hiding of God's face,
and for God's face to be eternally hidden from the sinner means hell
to the sinner, and during those solemn hours, when the Father's face
was averted from the Son of His love, our Lord was enduring sufferings
equal to the eternal hell which His dear Church and people had
deserved. Oh how glibly we speak of the Cross, and of thc sufferings
of our dear Lord! The Father's love to His dear Son did not change.
It was love unalterable. Hence, if time permitted, we have in the
words of our Lord, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me 1" much deep teaching. Then followed the cry, "It is finished,"·
and" Father, into Thy hand I commit My Spirit." The clouds have
passed, the sun shines clearly, God the Father smiles, and poor sinners,
drawn by everlasting love to the Cross, there meet with God as their
Father with no clouds between, but the Holy Spirit taking and applying
the things of Christ to the soul. Seven, the number of perfection,
shines around the Cross. Look, when you get home, at the 2nd chapter
of the Epistle to the Philippians, and you will see the seven steps
down, which the Lord took when He went to the humiliation of the
Cross. Then you will find in the same chapter seven steps up, " Wherefore God has highly exalted Him and given Him a Name which is above
every name," etc. Seven rays of light from the Cross, encouraging
and cheering to all who know the plague of their own heart, and seven
steps by which the burdened, guilty sinner passes into the innermost
sanctuary-the seven steps of the 5th of Romans-faith, peace, access,
grace, joy, hope, glory.
God give unto us to be much among those who behold at the Cross,
and to have our hearts stirred and moved by Him Who is the Lover
and the Friend of poor, lost, and ruined sinners.
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By

THE

VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

"A FORrvI OF GODLINESS."
" Having a form of godliness, but denying the power theJ'eoj."
2 TIM. iii. 5.
second Epistle of the Apostle Paul to Timothy, the last of his
inspired letters, gives a sad description of the state of the Christian
Church in his closing days. Acts xix. 10 tells us that" All they which
dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Je.us, both Jews and Greeks,"
but now he writes to Timothy: "This thou knowest, that, all they
which are in Asia be turned away from me " (2 Tim. i. 15). And again,
Chap. iv. 16, " At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men
forsook me." So, too, verses 10, 11, "Demas hath forsaken me,
having loved this present world . . . only Luke is with me."
In this same letter, Chap. iii. 1-9, he gives a partieular description
of the characteristics of the grievous times of the last days of the
Christian Dispensation.
The reader is asked to turn to this passage of Scripture, and to note
the three things upon which it is predicted the affections of men of
these days would be set-self, money, pleasures. "Lovers of their
own selves," yet the Lord Jesus said: ""'hosoever will come after,
let him deny himself" (Mark viii. 34). "Lovers of money," notwithstanding the Lord said: "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon," and
Paul, in his first Epistle to Timothy said: "They that will be " (desire
to be) " rich, fall into temptation, and a snare, and into many foolish
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition."
" Lovers of pleasures, rather than lovers of God," yet the law of God
demands perfect love to Him-" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength" (Mark xii. 30), and His Apostle exhorts: "Love
not the world; neither the things that are in the world. If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John ii. 15).
Now it is plain from the words taken for the text of this short
discourse, that the marks given in this prediction concerning the
grievous times of the last days, are descriptive of so-called" Christendom," that is, of those who profess to be Christians. For among these
marks is found this, "Having a form of godliness." The form, without
the substance or reality. They will be Sabbath observers it may be,
attenders at places of worship, hearers of sermons, partakers of " sacraments," even Bible readers, and theologians, and preachers-religious
men, in short, but destitute of real Christianity. For those spoken
of have " a form of godliness but deny the power thereof."
Those who have only a form of godliness are said to deny the power
thereof. Let us try and see, in the light of Holy Scripture, what is
meant by denying the power of godliness.
1. To deny the power of godliness is to deny Christ, that is, to disown
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or refuse Him. Christ is the power of God. " We preach," wrote the
Apostle Paul, " Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and
unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ, the JXYWe1' of God, and the wisdom of God"
(1 Cor. i. 23, 24). Those religionists who deny the God-head of Christ
and who deny His propitiatory sacrifice, have a form of godliness, but
deny its power.
The Lord Himself said: "Whosoever shall deny me before men,
him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven" (Matt. x.
33), and Paul wrote to Timothy: "If we deny Him, He also wilT
deny us " (2 Tim. ii. 12). So, too, 1 John ii. 23: "Whosoever denieth
the Son, the same hath not the Father."
2. To deny the power of godliness is to disown the Gospel of Christ
-the truth that salvation is by Christ alone, by His merits and
righteousness, and not by ours, 'as Paul wrote: "I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ; for it is the powe,. of God unto salvation, to
everyone that believeth; fer therein is the righteousness of God
revealed" (Rom. i. 16, 17).
3. To have a form of godliness hut to deny the power thereof, is
a characteristic of those religious leaders and teachers and their
followers who deny the fundamentals of the faith as so many are doing
in these last days, according to the marks given in the portion of
Scripture we are considering, verses 7, 8: "Ever learning, and never'
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. These resist the truth,.
men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith."
4. To deny the power of godliness is to deny the work of the Holy
Spirit, without which there can be no true godliness. So wrote Paul
to the Corinthian Church, "My speech and my preaching was not
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstmtion of the Spirit
and of power ;" that your faith should not stand (or be) in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God" (1 Cor. ii. 4-5).
5. Men may have the form of godliness, and deny its power by an
unholy, inconsistent life. "They profess that they know God, but in
works they deny Him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto
every good work reprobate" (Titus i. 16). "Many walk, of whom I
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are
the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction (Phi!. iii.
18-19). Reader, this is a very solemn subject, and the more so if
we are living, as we doubtless are, in the days thus described. How
needful for us the exhortation of 2 Cor. xiii. 5: "Examine yourselves,.
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves."
IT is no wonder that He Whose name is "Wonderful" (Isa. ix. 6)
does works of wonder; the only wonder would be if He did them not.
The sun in the heavens is itself a wonder; but it is not a wonder that,
being what it is it rays forth its effiuences of light and heat.-Arch·
bishop Trench, on The Miracles, p. 8.
,
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ABOVE.
.A SHORT time ago a friend asked very kindly after my health. I was
feeling very anxious and far from well, and replied, "Fairly well,
·thank you, under the circumstances." "Oh," she said with a smile,
" your remark brings to mind a little sentence I read years ago which
I have never forgotten, to the effect that we ought not to be under
.circumstances, but live above circumstances." These words remained
with me and I have been pondering over them. We should not let
«::ircumstances dominate us. We should ever cultivate the uplook.
'Then, when circumstances are below us we can" smile at the storm,"
·for " the Lord sitteth above the water flood" (Psa. xxix. 10., P.B.V.).
Moreover, "t,he Lord 1'emaineth a King fOl' ever." He controls all·the Lord of life and glory. Our Kinsman-Redeemer is with ns,
" mighty to save."
We are bidden' by St. Paul, writing by inspiration to the Colossians,
to " seek those things that are above." If we be " risen with Christ,"
·then earth has no more claim for the believer; no prevailing attrac-tions. That being so, "seek those things which are above." Your
home is above, your loved ones in Christ gone before are above, your
-Christ is above, your gaze, your hopes and thoughts and desires are
·centred above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God-" Where
'Christ sitteth." Sitting denotes completeness of labour, satisfaction,
rest. He has overcome, and now He sits to cheer and strengthen His
people, sits at the right hand of God, the place of power, and of honour.
"Christ sitteth." If we ponder over all the blessedness of t))e
." in Christ" and" Christ in me," we may rejoice indeed. The upward
.gaze reveals Him sitting above. We see the calm rest joined to
.almighty power. In His rest we find rest, and in His power, strength,
-and in His bOSOlIl, infinite Love.
•
Then we are bidden to " Set your affection," or, as it is in the margin,
" your mind," "on things above, not on things on the earth." Things
above where Christ sitteth, for with Him are life and strength and joy.
Things above where He is exalted Head over all. Things above in
·.the place where He would have us also, and where He is preparing a
'place for us to be with Himself. Think of His tender, yearning love,
" they also, with Me where I am." He exulted in the thought that
-" they also . . . may behold My glory." Set your affections, your
mind, on things above, not on things on the earth. 'Thy, why 1 Is
there nothing on the earth for the child of God 1 Ah! we see in the
next verse why (Col. iii. 3). "For ye are dead, and your life is hid
with Ohr·ist in God." You are not as alive in the world, you are dead.
to the world, dead with Christ, dead to sin. The world and sin lure
no more.
"I have seen the face of Jesus:
Tell me not of aught beside;
I have heard the voice of Jesns:
All my soul is satisfied."
'You are alive unto God, dead to all else. The believer has two natures,
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the flesh warreth against the spirit, sin warreth against the law. There
is a constant struggle going on, for the living, spiritual part is contending with sin. But by the grace of God sin shall noi have dominion
{lver you-sin shall not reign. It is a struggle hetween life and death.
You are the heirs of life. You are dead with Christ, dead to sin. You
rose with Christ-and in Christ you live. You are alive unto God.
He that is dead with Christ is freed from sin. "In that Christ died
He died unto sin once, death hath no more dominion over Him." So
{lear reader, by grace the wonderful grace of a wonderful God, you
·died with Him, having the forgiveness of all trespasses. He" blotted
{lut the handwriting of ordinances that was against us which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way." What a comforting assurance that is, " took it out of the way," nailing it to His cross. It no
more bars access. It can never be brought up again, for Jesus paid
the debt. It was nailed to His Cross. In former times, in the days
{If our Lord's sojourn on earth when any condemned man suffered,
his offence was written out and nailed to his cross, so that all could read
and know the crime for which he was suffering. Do you see, dear
.child of God ~ What accusation was written upon the cross of Jesus 1
It was the handwriting of trespass that was against us, you and me,
the accusation that belonged to you and me, the sins that were contrary
to us, you and me, that He Himself took out of the way, took out of.
·the way of ou" condemnation. He nailed them to His cross. So any
·one looking there saw not Ht:s sin, for He was guiltless, but ow· sins
which were being expiated by our Sin Bea.rer, even Jesus.
Ah! child of God, is it hat·a to seek things which are above in the
face of such love as this ~ Is it hard to set your affections, your mind;
upon things above where Ch,.ist is, where Christ sitteth, when we remem·
ber all our loved Redeemer has done and suffered for us ~ Yet we
know but the edge of the fringe of His salvation and love. "Thy love
to me was wonderful." Strange we can think of aught else when
He says, " Arise My love, My fair one, and come away. Make haste
My beloved," for the bidding is to "come with Me." We do not
walk alone. And He sitteth above. He has overcome and He has
.said, " To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne
·even as I also overcame and am set down with My Father in His throne."
When the Holy Spirit reveals to the heart of the behever his position
in Christ he indeed sings,
"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."
"Lift up your hearts." All around is dark, and the cry of the
heart is " What shall I do Lord ~" When this prayer rose from the
stricken one of old, "the Lord said unto him, arise." "Arise!" is
what God is always saying to us in evety circumstance. Rise tibove
the difficulty, the wrong, the sorrow! Is it possible ~ . . . We arise
.because He lifts us up, and we look forward to the day of His appearing
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when we shall arise to meet Him in the air. Meanwhile, till that glad
day He bids us arise, look up, and look above. "All Thy wave, and
billows have gone over me," but He gives power.
11

'Ven.k as you are, you shall not faint,
Or fainting shall not die."

David said, " In the morning will I direct my prayer and will look up "
(Psa. v. 3). Then, in Psa. xl. 12, he said, " I am not able to look up."
Poor David! Yet at another time he wrote, " They looked unto Him
and were lightened." . .. This poor man cried. "Look up, your
redemption draweth nigh." "Look up, I am from above." "Thou
hast no power except it were given thee from above." But He giveth
power unto His people. Looking up we see Jesus, who proclaimed,
" All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. . . . Lo, I am
with you alway." May the Holy Spirit keep us in the attitude of looking above, looking up to Jesus.
Now let us close with one of the most glorious passages in the Word
of God which reveals glorious features of the above, Christ in the above,
Christ in the glory. "The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him . . . and what is the exceeding greatness of His power
; .. which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above
all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come;
and hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the Head
over all things to the Chu1'ch, which is His body, the fulness of Him
that filleth all in all."
What more could He say? The Church, the fulness of Him. It is
overwhelming. Beloved of the Lord, look up, seek the things above,
and rest in the fulness of His love.
NETTLE.
THE NAME OF THE LORD.
THE prophet asks, " Who are these that fly as a cloud and as doves tothen' windows?" Was it the redeemed of the Lamb about to take
possession of their eternal home, to have the Name of His Father
written in their foreheads? Was it the Church still militant pressing
towards the mark of the prize of their high calling in Christ Jesus,
through opposition known only to themselves? Was it those whom
God calls the righteous running for safety into the Name of the Lord'!"
All of them perhaps. They are all one and the same. It was but a
little while from the time when David was fleeing, destitute and tormented, to the Lord to hide him, till he "fell on sleep," his warfare
accomplished, his iniquity pardoned, and himself everlastingly comforted. Now he knows what" the Name of the Lord" means more
than ever he did here; now his praises are perfect and his thank3givings are uninterrupted.
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It was when she heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the Name
of the Lord, that the Queen of Sheba came to prove him with hard
questions, and she went home with none of them unanswered. And
we may be sure that if we who have had the Bible in our hands all our
lives, if we who have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared
to us the noble works which God did in their days and in the old time
before them, if we walk in darkness and have no light, no rest for the
sole of our feet, no certain dwelling-place, as it seems, for our confidence
and joy in Him, would she have fewer perplexities 1 Would her
cogitations trouble her less 1 And yet the comparison is not a just
one. We are no better than she was. The blessed Spirit finds us as
dark and as distant as any Ethiopian ever was. His only is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory. It may be a comfort rather
that He who saved her will hear our cry also, and save us. We know
she had hard questions to ask concerning the Name of the Lord, and
Solomon answered them. He told her what the Lord was, and what
He did, what He would be, and what He would do. He would tell her
of the days when the Name of the Lord made the heart of Abraham
glad, and how His light fell on Isaac. He led the fainting Joshua's
host, He furbished Gideon's sword, and fourteen generations passed
and David called Him Lord. Solomon need only go to his own father's
psalm to tell of the Rock of the Fortress and the high Tower, the
confidence of the ends of the earth, and of all that are afar off on the
sea. It is He Who setteth fast the mountains, Who girds the weakest
with strength. If she said that she was an outcast, he would say,
" The Lord loveth the strangers." If she said she had no claim on
Him, he would tell her that He delighteth in mercy. If she said she
feared for the success of her armies, he would tell of the youth who,
with the smooth stone, but in the Name of the Lord, dispersed the
Philistines as if they were the dust of the threshing floor. If she
suffered from the assumptions of her subordinates, the Name of the
Lord would subdue her people under her. How she would delight to
watch and to listen to the praises and thanksgivings that were poured
forth to Israel's Jehovah. Perhaps Solomon gave her a volume of the
Psalms, and she turned and went home. We can imagine her sitting
in her chariot and reading the seventy-second: of the blessings of
Christ's kingdom, of the kings of Tarshish and of the isles bringing
presents, the kings of Sheba and Seba offering gifts, of His Name
enduring for ever, and being continued-as long as the sun. Who can
think but that the Lord Himself would be with her and that she said from
a full heart," Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who only
doeth wondrous things, and blessed be His glorious Name for ever,
and let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen, and Amen."
" Thou shalt call His Name Jesus," the angel said to Mary. Thou
shalt call His Name Emmanuel. "In His Name shall the Gentiles
trust." This is no empty or vague statement. There are now living
Gentiles who trust in His Name, whose only hope is that they are
forgiven for His sake and through His sacrifice. He is with them.
27
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He dwells with them. The ever blessed Spirit makes His love and His
favour the one thing needful to them. "What is His Name, and
what is His Son's Name, if thou canst tell 1 " as Agur said. It is the
God of hope, the God of all grace, the God of patience and all consolation,
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath loved us and blessed
us; it is the eternal God and our Refuge. It is the Father of mercies,
and the God of all comfort.
FOLLOWER-ON.
(N.B.-This article was written after hearing a sermon by the
Rev. A. J. Day, at St. Mary-le-port, Bristol, on August 9th last).

A LETTER WRITTEN BY THE LATE REV. J. J. WEST, M.A.,
RECTOR OF WINCHELSEA, SUSSEX.
(FROM A READER.)
" Rectory House,
Winchelsea, Jan. 20th, 1855.
"My DEAR BROTHER,-I had your letter, thank you. May we know
more of J ude 2, and the full force and experimental meaning of the
word' multiplied.' Oh! what a multiplication sum is that-Mercy multiplied.
Peace multiplied.
Love multiplied.
" I am glad my sermon did you good. • Happy is he,' etc., and that
after the.hearing the Word you had some refreshment on it. I sometimes tell my dear home flock (and I have some genuine ones) that
chewing the cud is often more sweet to the sheep than the first browsing
of the green pasture. Do you catch the idea 1
"I was in London this week on business (not to preach). Soon
(D.Y.) I may again be at Mr. Harris's Church, and will let you know
(D.V.) when.
"Remember me affectionately to JIIIr. and Mrs. Parks, and good
Miss Bird, good because she knows how vile and bad she is.
" I know well all you write about darkness and the wanting It"ght;
the all night toiling too, I am no stranger to. What a mysterious as
well as narrow path that of the Christian man! See Hart's Hymn
29 and 30 also.
" Many thanks for all your good wishes. Trials, anxieties, cares,
vexations, dark seasons, and now and then a little light! Such, such
is the pathway, and those who know not this know nothing.
" I feel a real tie to you, my dear Sir. How wonderful is the way
in which grace brings men together, unites them in love, commands
them into the ranks of the great Captain, drills them, exercises them,
and then introduces them into the same battle field, and ensures,
victory to them through the blood. 1 Cor. xv. 57; Rom. viii. 37-39.
o the mercy!
" Your faithful friend,
J. J. West."
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A SPECIAL WORD TO OUR READERS IN REFERENCE TO
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
readers will be interested to hear that the Trustees of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE held their Annual Meeting in London on Tuesday, July 14th.
The Report and Balance Sheet for the year ending Dec. 31st, 1924,
were read and considered.
It was found that after paying all expenses we had a small balance
in hand of 10/- at the close of the"year 192·1. That we had thus been
able to pay our way was felt to be a cause of much gratitude to God,
.and we thanked Him for His goodness.
We would, however, point out that this satisfactory condition of
-oill balance sheet was only made possible through the very kind
generosity of our readers, rich and poor alike, in contributing to our
Oospel Magazine Fund. Without all their generous help the MAGAZINE'
would soon come to grief.
The Trustees are indeed grateful to our many readers, both at home
and abroad, who continue to subscribe to the Gospel Magazine Fund,
and they are convinced that realizing the importance of this fund
-our readers will continue to send regular contributions towards it.
We are continually being reminded that the MAGAZINE is filling an
important place in supplying the spiritual needs of large numbers of
-God's scattered and isolated people. Many, in these days of Modernism
'and Sacerdotalism, have no faithful ministers near at hand from whose
lips they may hear the old Gospel. In large numbers of cases, too,'
the great doctrines of grace are neither held nor taught. Readers
who are thus shut off from a ministry of the Word which teaches the
Electing love of the Father, the Redeeming love of the Son, and the
.sanctifying love of the Spirit, find that the MAGAZINE supplies to them
.a felt need, and they are not slow to testify to the help which, under
-God, the MAGAZINE is to them.
Our readers will be glad to learn that there has again been a consider.able increase in the circulation of the MAGAZINE. For this we thank
·God. We earnestly urge our readers, however, to be continually on
·the watch for opportunities for bringing the MAGAZINE to the notice
<of others. Many good people who would probably value it are really
ignorant of its existence. It sometimes helps to increase the circulation if a copy of the MAGAZINE is sent regularly for a few months to
;some godly person who is likely to value it.
It is the Lord's work in which we are engaged, and we therefore
need to pray regularly and earnestly for His abundant blessing upon
it. Let us also seek to abound in our efforts to increase the circulation,
.and thus by God's mercy to make the MAGAZINE an increasing power
for good. Donations towards the Gospel Magazine Fund may be SCRt
-to Mr. Samuel Arnold, GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, 74, Strand, London,
W.C.2, or to the Editor.
'OUR
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" IF-THEN."
" If My people . .. then will 1-."-2 CHRONICLES vii. 13-22.
" THEN will I." Three times in this passage these words are reiterated,
Bpoken by the Lord God Almighty. Twice in promised conditional
blessing, once in threatened judgment. May the Holy Spirit enlighten
the subject while we trace some of the solemn truths connected with it.
The heading to this chapter, albeit of course uninspired, as usual
expresses the circumstances in terse, trite language; "God appearing
to Solomon giveth him promises upon conditions." But neitherpromises nor conditions have ever been repealed. They still hold good
nationally. It is still Jehovah's pleasure to exalt nations that exalt
Him; to prosper kingdoms according to their righteousness in His
laws and in His sight. In verse 13 the Lord says, " If I," three times.
Three various judgments are cited-dearth, locusts, pestilence. Then
He goes on, " If My people," under these judgments and trials, turn in
contrition and repentance to Me, " Then will I hear . . . forgive ....
heal." The last three words are all-embrasive. If our God does all
that for a people or nation, that nation is truly blest.
The second" Then will I " is individual. The" If thou wilt" in
this case is addressed to Solomon. "As for thee (Solomon) if thou wilt
. . . walk ... do . . . observe My statutes and My judgments:
Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom . . . but if ye . . .
then will I, etc." This precious promise likewise has never been
repealed. Jehovah's Covenant with the Jews nationally has not failed
and never will. Cast down and dethroned they have been for many
generations, but never cast away or cast off. Mentally, these "ifs"
and" thens " of 2 Chron. vii. invariably carry me to the" ifs " and
" then" of Jer. xxxii. 35-37 and xxxiii. 20-22. Some impossiblehypotheses are here presented by our Triune God Himself through theprophet Jeremiah. "If those ordinances (of ' sun' and ' moon' and
, sea') depart from before Me . . . if heaven above can be measured,
and the foundations of the earth be searched out beneath, I will alsocast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done." Hence Israel is
not to be " cast off " for all the evil that she has done. Not judgment
alone is to be meted out to her; but mercy and forgiveness and raising up'
are rather to be her undeserved portion. Such is the declaration of herGod towards her. Now turn on to Jer xxxiii. Here Jehovah says tosmall, puny man, " If ye can break My Covenant of the day, and My
Covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night ill
their season: then may also My Covenant be broken with David "i.e., with Israel's seed. To this their God adds another marvellous
double from nature: "As the host of heaven cannot be numbered,
neither the sand of the sea measured, so will I multiply the seed of
David My servant." He repeats this again reversely in verses 25, 26..
Ppor little insignificant man can do none of this. He cannot count thestars above his head, or the sand beneath his feet; he cannot deal with.
night and day to change the laws of nature. Bl'eak those laws he can
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'Change them he cannot with all his vaunted cleverness. Even as these
things, natural laws and Divine Covenants, are still kept safely and
firmly in the hand of God, so as to the Jews! . Safety, stability, and
final salvation nationally, are their God-appointed portion and Covenant
and it will not fail. He will grant success to every Spirit-prompted
dfort for the good of His chosen people. We may pray and work for
Israel with God-inspired hope, because we have His Word for it that
He will bless the Jews and bless those who bless them. "Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love thee." Let us also
do all that we can to gather the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
To return to the third "if" and" then" of 2 Chron. vii. "But if
ye . . . then will I." Alas! the" then will I " of judgment had to be
included by a holy God. He knows what is in man. Full well He
knew beforehand how terribly Israel would fail and fall as a nation.
They were to be chastened, scattered, degraded for sin, but not to be
utterly cast out. Not so of their beloved temple just completed.
" This house" was" cast out of (His) sight" later by reason of His
people's sins. It was totally demolished, cast out utterly! Sin must
be " cast out of (God's) sight," although the penitent sinner is never
'Cast out-he has access through the Son. "Him that cometh to Me I
will in no wise cast out," is the Saviour's assurance. Every sinner
needs His blood, for" all have sinned." His blood is sufficient for
every sinner, for it "cleanseth . . . from all sin." The Lord Jesus
Christ" gave His life a Ransom for many" that all who believe in Him
with saving faith may have eternal life. The love of God arranged for
forgiveness, the love of Christ provided it, and the love of the Spirit
applies it to each believing heart.
"Why . . . Because . . . Therefore." "Why hath the Lord done
thus unto this land and unto this house 1 . . . Because they forsook
the Lord . . . therefore hath He brought all this evil upon them."
Not only to Israel collectively does this apply. Of the Jew severally,
and of you and me individually, the same may be true, and also of
nations to-day. The nation that puts Him first, He will put first. A
God'fearing and God-honouring nation will ever be a prosperous nation.
The nation that forsakes and forgets God will be God-forsaken. England
-sorrowfully we must admit it-is on the down grade. She is like a
vessel sailing.. · A ship in the sea is comparatively safe-the sea in a
ship means imminent danger. Seemingly England has sunk to wellnigh water level. Instead of shipping across the sea and going through
its troublesome waters, she has shipped the sea within her and is fast
sinking into it, when she ought to be riding triumphantly over it. She
has let in the world here, ritualism there, new theology everywhere!
I fear, I greatly fear, that she is nearly down to the edge of the water.
'Does she still contain sufficient" salt" and sufficient" light" to keep
her afloat 1 (Matt. v. 13-14). Or will her Lord return before her head
is under water 1 Well for us that we do not know. We can yet plead
with our Covenant-keeping God to bring her back to Himself and raise
.her higher again. The God Who covenanted with the vast elements
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of nature and controls them, can control the elements of evil at work in
our land, and save her still if it be for His gl"ry.
And what individually 1 Yes, we have all strayed and fallen and
failed. But we, too, can return to Him and plead the merits of theall-atoning blood of His Son as our Substitute. "If thou wilt" is not
confined to Old Testament days or to the Lord only. He said it to a
man, Solomon. But in later years a man said it to the Lord. "Lord,
if Thou wilt Thou canst make me clean." So pleaded the defiled" man
full of leprosy." The answer was, "I will; be thou clean. And
immediately the leprosy departed from him" (Luke v. 12-13). He·
was as bad as we are, yet he was healed! We are "full" of the'
" leprosy" of sin by nature, and only the Lord Jesus Christ can cleanseus. When we appeal to Him in faith, He invariably answers, "Be
thou clean." May each reader have the blessed assurance that he is
" cI ean ev.ery whit ."
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
New Eltham, S.E.9.
=====~
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TWO RECENT HOME·CALLS.
ONE of our esteemed readers has written to tell us of two members
of the Lord's family who passed away within the last few months.
M.,·s. Shaw of Tyldesley he describes as "A GOSPEL lVlAGAZUiE
veteran student," who passed away several months ago. "She was·
bedridden many years and found great sustenance and cheer in thepages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
.
10:11-. W. Cook of Astley was taken Home on July 21st. He is
described as " one of your most appreciative readers," "and was one
of the most gracious, spiritually minded, and well-instructed men r
have known."
.
It is cheering to hear how these saints of God derived comfort and
help from the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. What a mercy that
though they are" absent from the body," they are now" present witk
the Lord."
lVlay that same Lord comfort, cheer, and support the members of
the families thus bereaved. (EDITOR).
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THE WRONG PRIEST.
THOUGH I am not at liberty' to mention the name of the gentleman
to whom reference will here be made, I am able to record a very
interesting incident and to vouch for its strict truth in every detail.
The incident occurred in a City restaurant, and on the occasion
referred to, the men at one of the tables were conversing upon the
subject of religion, and the argument grew so lively that it became
impossible for those at the nearest tables not to hear it. As it proceeded, the interest of the listeners became intense. The argument
was chiefly as to whether salvation was by works or of grace, and
whether a person could be assured of his salvation in this life. One
of the disputants firmly insisted that Salvation is by Grace, through
faith; not of ourselves, but the gift of God. Another, a Roman
Catholic, contended that no man can know he is saved until he dies,
and, as a final argument, he exclaimed, "Well, all I can say is this.
I have placed myself in the hands of my priest, and he is responsible
for my salvation."
At this point, a gentleman rose from his table, and lifting his hat,
said, " Gentlemen, I believe I am well known in the Law Courts and
in this room. I could not help hearing the argument at your table,
and I feel bound to say that our Roman Catholic friend is perfectly
logical in what he has said. I also have placed myself in the hands
of my Priest, and He is responsible for my salvation. The mistake
our friend has made is that he has chosen THE WRONG PRIEST. My
Priest is the LORn JESUS CHRIST. By faith I have committed myself
into His hands, and' I am persuaded He is able to keep that which
I have committed to Him.' "
The effect of this, from a well-known King's Counsel, was marvellous.
Perfect silence reigned as he spoke, and I believe that some men there
heard the Gospel for the first time, thus preached in a restaurant by
an exponent of the law.
Reader, who is your priest? Be not deluded to think that any
fellow-mortal who may caU himself a " priest" has any right to come
between God and your soul.
Beware, also, of placing any trust in anything you have done, your
character or your prayers. Salvation is entirely by grace, and faith
is the hand that receives it as a free gift from God. All the fitness
He desires is that you feel your need of Him; and this He graciouely
bestows.
•
I wish I could make it plain to you that Jesus Christ is the One
Only Priest. But if my poor words fail, listen to the words of God!:
" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners."
WILLIAM WILElILAN.
I SELDOM made an errand to God for another but I got something
tor myself.-Samuel Rutherford.
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KING WILLIAM IV, SIR GEORGE SINCLAIR, AND THE
SABBATH.
IN the life of Lady Colquhoun of Luss there is the following interesting
reference to her brother Sir George Sinclair of Ulbster :" My brother George is also with us. He gave a noble proof to-day
of devotedness to the King of kings. When an invitation from the
palace came for him to dine with our monarch on this sacred day, he
did not hesitate a moment to send a refusal, which he did in most
respectful and affectionate terms. How this will be taken it is impossible to say; but I rejoice that an opportunity has been afforded my
brother of showing his sincerity at the court, and that I have a brother
capable of acting thus. May the Almighty bless and preserve him! "
The ineident to which the foregoing extract relates afforded great
delight to Lady Colquhoun. Her brother was staying with her at the
time, and as valued relics she preserved the card of invitation, dated,
"Pavilion, Jan. 15th, 1832," and a copy of the answer, which she
sought leave to transcribe. And we are sure that Sir George Sinclair
will forgive the publication of that letter if it contribute, however
remotely, to a cause which he has much at heart: "Sire,-No one
can value more highly than I do the honour and privilege of being
at any time permitted to enjoy that soeial intereourse with which
your Majesty has, on so many occasions, been pleased to indulge me
for so many years. But I am fully aware with how much consideration
your Majesty enters into the feelings and sympathizes with the wishes
of those whom you honour with your friendship. I have for SOlie
time past been led to entertain very different notions from those which
I once cherished as to the observance of this day, and subscribe fully
to the views whieh the Church, and I may add the legislature, have
laid down with respect to its importance. Encouraged by the latitude
of discussion which your Majesty has so long and so kindly vouchsafed,
I lately took the liberty, though in opposition to your Majesty's
opinion, to maintain that not merely a 'part' but the' whole' of
this day should be devoted to those great 'purposes for which Divine
authority has set it apart. I may be permitted to add, from grateful
experienee, that this decision has its reward even here. I have found
that God honours those who honour him, and though encompassed
with sin and infirmity, I can testify that He is not an austere Master,
that He has strength for all our weaknesses, indemnity for all our
sacrifiees, and eonsolation for. all our troubles. I feel bound, on
principle of conscience, to deny myself, what is always one of my most
valued gratifications, that of paying my humble and most affectionate
respects this day, and must rest satisfied with renewing in my retirement those earnest supplieations for your Majesty's health and happiness, which are equally dictated by regard for the public welfare, and
by a thankfully cherished remembrance of much distinguished and
unmerited kindness.-I have the honour," etc.
The sequel was no less worthy of the King. Next morning, whilst
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they were seated round the breakfast table, a royal messenger arrived
charged with an invitation to the Pavilion that evening. His Majesty
made no allusion to the letter; but to show how perfectly he appreciated
the motives of his guest, he went beyond even his usual urbanity and
kindness; and to the close of his reign no interruption occurred in a
friendship equally honourable to the accomplished commoner and
to the frank and warm-hearted monarch.-The Free Presbyterian
Magazine, November, 1924.

======

THE ATTRACTIVE POWER OF THE CROSS.
By THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D., INCUMBENT OF THE CIRCUS
CHURCH, POPTSMOUTH.
" And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will dww all men unto ME."JOHN xii, 32.
1. THE MANNER OF CHRIST'S DEATH is here predicted. He was to
be lifted up on a Cross. More than one attempt had been made to
stone Him to death. The people of Nazareth had tried to kill Him
by casting Him down from the brow of the hill. But it had been
divinely ordained that he should die by Crucifixion. This was not
the Jewish, but the Roman method of putting notorious criminals to
death. It may be that our Lord was thinking of the Brazen Serpent
when He used these words. Just as the serpent of brass was nailed
to a pole and lifted up, so He was nailed to a stake and lifted up. The
serpent was lifted up that dying men might live, and the Lord Jesus
was lifted up that perishing sinners might have life and that the
deadly wounds which sin had caused might be healed. Though the
words "lifted up" primarily refer to Christ's death, they are
often applied to lifting Him up in our preaching. Would that
there was more preaching of that kind. It has been truly said that
"preaching duties will make formalists; preaching sacraments will
make sacramentarians; preaching the Church will make bigots and
partisans; but preaching Christ and Him Crucified will alone convert
souls and impart life."
2. THE ATTRACTIVE POWER OF CHRIST'S DEATH is set forth. Our
Lord predicts that His death would have a remarkable drawing power.
It would draw all men unto Him, i.e., all sorts of men, men of every
nation, kindred, and tongue. His death would be like a powerful
magnet drawing men of every country and condition to Himself. This
is what has happened, and what is still taking place. There is nothing
like love to draw out people's affections, and never was there a greater
exhibition of love than that which was given on the Cross of Calvary.
" Inscribed upon the Cross we see, in shining letters, God is love."
" Love so amazing, so Divine, demands my life, my soul, my all."
Law and terrors do but hardeu
All the while they work alone,
But a seuse of blood-bought pardou
Will dissolve a heart of stone.
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THOMAS BILNEY.
THOSE of my young readers who have already been led by t.he Holy
Spirit to trust ouly in the merits and death of the Lord Jesus Christ for
salvation will read with deep interest the remainder of this page.
A little more than 400 years ago there was a stndent at Cambridge
who was studying for t.he law. In person he was small, and his health.
was not good, but he was noted for his ability and energy. After some
time he gave up his law studies at. the University, and was ordained.
He, however, knew nothing of Christ, and was seeking by fasting and
in other ways to find peace for his soul. How the wonderful change
came about will be best told in his own words: "I, also, miserable
sinner, before I could come unto Christ, had spent all that I had upon
ignorant physicians, that is to say, unlearned hearers of confession;
so that there was but small force of strength left in me (who of nature
was but weak), small store of money, and very little wit or understanding; for they appointed me fastings, watchings, buying of pardons and masses; in all which things (as I now understand) they
sought rather their own gain than the salvation of my sick and languishing soul. But at last I heard speak of Jesus, even then when the New
Te~tament was first set forth by Era,<mu,s;. which when I understood to
be eloquently done by him, being allured rather by the Latin than by
the Word of God (for at that time I knew not what it meant), I bought
it., even by the providence of God-as I do now well understand a!,d
perceive-and, at the first reading, as I well remember, I chanced upon
this sentence of St. Paul (oh most sweet and comfortable sentence to
my soul !) in 1 Tim. i.: 'It is a true saying, and worthy of all men to
be embraced, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom I am the chief and principal.' This one sentence, through God's
instruction and inward working, which I did not then perceive, did so
exhilarate my heart, being before wounded with the guilt of my sins,
and being almost in despair, that immediately I felt a marvellous
comfort and quietness."
The writer of the above was named Thomas Bilney. He at once
began to· be concerned about the salvation of others, and in private
intercourse with his friends, talked to them of life and hope. He became specially concerned about Hugh Latimer, who afterwards became
one of our greatest English Reformers. It was Thomas Bilney who
was privileged to point Latimer to the Saviour whom he loved and
served, telling him of his own anxiety about his soul, and of the way
in which God had given him peace, and soon Latimer was rejoicing in
the same Saviour, and began at once to preach at the University the
wondrous truths of God's Word.
Our hearts should be filled with gratitude for the wonderful deliverance given by God to our country 400 years ago through the men whom
he raised up for this purpose. And as we praise Him for Cranmer,
Ridley, Latimer, and others, let us not forget timid, quiet, retiring
Thomas Bilney.
.
E. A. H.
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"TABERNACLE TYPES AND TEACHINGS."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
SIR,-Though it does not, sometimes, appear gracious to criticize
adversely, attempts to elucidate the Old Testament Scriptures, which
are apparently well meant, there is a time when this is necessary.
May I therefore briefly express my approval of your Review of a
section of the above-named work.
It often transpires that there is more than appears on the surface,.
in the endeavour to place the" Burnt Offering," the" Meal Offering,"
and" Peace Offering" out of the category of " Sacrifices for Sins."
I do not suggest that there is anything ulterior in the mind of the
writer now under review. I do, however, know that such views are
held by those who do not accept the old Evangelical doctrine, of the
". Imputed Righteousness" of Christ, in its "obediental" aspect,
regardless of Gal. iii. 10.
The writers put their own arbitrary interpretation upon the Offerings
named, and then affirm that these Offerings teach that there was no·
necessity for Christ to fulfil the Law for His people, because the inherent.
righteousness of Christ is reckoned to them in the Person of Christ.
This is obviously not the place to discuss such teaching in detaiL
I venture to draw attention to this serious fact, in order to strengthen
your hands.
Where, again, is t,here a tittle of Scriptural proof for the equally
arbitrary interpretation of the Sacrifices of Abel and Noah, to which
you refer, viz., that their offerings" were not offerings for Sin" ?
Yours sincerely,
Aug. 14th, 1925.
" PRESBYTER."
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall at the end of September, if the Lord will.
close the fifty-second year of labour in connection with the bookmission. The work of distributing the truth of God is as much needed
as when the work was started, if not more so, and we shall heartily
welcome the help of new friends of our soldiers and sailors. A missionary writes: "Many thanks for the literature so kindly sent. I
was thinking of you the other day when turning over some little book&
and wondering if you were still able to carry on your good work."
Another missionary writes: "Please accept our warmest thanks for
your splendid parcel of literature for our sailors, for which we are
extremely obliged. We always have a very large number of sailors,
so we are quite glad of any good books for them."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Str'eet,
R. E. BRrDER.
Totterdown, Bristol. . August, 1925.
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THE QUATERCENTENARY OF TYNDALE'S NEW TESTAMENT
1525-1925.
BEING CHAPTER IV. OF THE BEST BOOK OF ALL, BY THE
REV. F. J. HAMILTON, D.D.

WE come now to another and a very different stage in our journey
down the ages. We seem to leave the old world behind us, and to enter
upon a new road where new companions join us, new scenes rise up
before us, and the gleams of a new hope shine brightly in the vista
beyond. By God's providence three things conspired to make the
end of the fifteenth and beginning of the sixteenth centuries ever
memorable in our Bible's story.
INVENTION OF PRINTING.

First, there was the invention of printing. This honour belongs to
Gutenburg of Mayence (or Mentz). He hegan with wooden types and
succeeded in printing a few small works. But he and his partner,
Faust, employed types cut from metal to produce the famous Bible
which they printed between the years 1450 and 1455.
The art was introduced into England by Caxton; he printed a book
·called the Golden Legend, containing some Scriptural stories, mingled
with less authentic records and romances. In the year 1474, he
presented a copy of his book to King Edward IV; and thus the invention received the patronage of royalty and was established within our
.shores.
THE PRINTEn GREEK 'fESTAMENT.

In the second place, following closely upon the invention of printing,
eame the discovery and publication of the Greek Testament. A revival
of learning occurred, and the grand old language of poets and philosophers, orators and historians came to the front once more. It claimed
the attention of eager students and ardent explorers in its classic fields.
However, with the general subject we have little concern here, rather
we remember, with thankful praise, the goodness of God Who caused
the inspired evangelists and apostles to come forth from the obscurity
where they had so long been hidden, and to stand in their primitive
dignity and glory before the earnest gaze of the scholars of the West.
Wycliffe, and others like him, had to cut their way to the Word through
.a dreary and tangled jungle of scholastic interpretation, and even then
they could only find it in more or less faulty Latin manuscripts. Now,
however, another day dawns upon seeking souls. To use the expression of Erasmus, Greece rises up from the grave with the New Testament
in her hand. The voice of Jesus Christ Himself begins to speak
directly to men's souls as it was heard of old on Judah's highways or
by the Galilean sea. The profound arguments of St. Paul, clothed in
their original and inspired eloquence, attract the study of thoughtful
minds. And the tender cadences of the Apostle John fall softly on
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wistful hearts. Indeed it is not too much to say that the publication
of the Greek Testament by Erasmus in 1516 introduces a new era of
Biblical knowledge and research.
TYNDALE.

And, in the third place, God raised up the man suited to the time.
Tms was William Tyndale. He was born in a little Gloucestersmre
village* about the year 1484, a hundred years after Wycliffe's death.
His family was comparatively obscure, and he does not appear to
have had any special advantages of education. However, he early
displayed such gifts of mind and memory, and such aptitude for
learning, as can never be hidden in any age. When scarcely more than
a cmld he entered the University of Oxford, and distinguished lllrnself
among its students. From that he passed on to Cambridge, probably
attracted there by the hope of meeting a company of young men, likeminded with mmself and well disposed towards the reforming principles. t
During ms life in the two Universities, he studied Greek diligently and
became a proficient in that language. In our imagination we can see
that abstracted scholar, for whom the outside world had little interest
then, poring with rapt attention over the pages of the Greek Testament
and comparing passage with passage and word with word. But by
the blessing of God, he found far more there than literary pleasure or
gain. He found Christ crucified, Who is the wisdom of God and the
power of God, as the Saviour of ms own soul. And the longing desire
took possession of mm to bring the saving knowledge within the reach
of ms less learned countrymen.
TYNDALE AT SODBURY.

Possibly the suspicion of " heresy" even then attached to mm, for
he was always ready to disclose his feelings and views to any questioner
with all the artless simplicity of a candid and unworldly mind. And
it may be that he had to retire from Cambridge in consequence of tms
suspicion. At any rate, we find that he obtained the appointment of
domestic chaplain to Sir John Walsh of the Manor House, Sodbury,
near the home of his clllldhood. There he spent about two years, from
1521 to 1523. During that time he had many opportunities of seeing.
and holding discussions with the Church dignitaries and priests who
were frequent visitors at Sir John's hospitable mansion. Besides tms,
his duties as a tutor to the young family of his patron being light,
considerable leisure was afforded to mm for meditation, study, and
preacmng to the country folk. Consequently he became more and
more impressed with the need of a Reformation; and ms plan for

* The Rev. R. Demaus, in his Biography of Tyndale, puhlished by the Religious
Tract Society, gives reasons to show that Slymbridge and not Nibley. where his
monoment stands, was the birthplace of the great translator.
t The common tradition that he went to hear the lectures of Erasmus cannot
be maintained, as it has been ascertained that the latter left Cambridge two years
before Tyndale entered it.
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bringing it about, namely, a printed English Testament, took definite
shape in his mind. In proof of this we may quote his ever memorable
J1nswer to a priest with whom he was debating. His opponent had the
hardihood to say, "We had better be without Christ's law than the
Pope's law"; and then he, with the spirit of one of the old prophets,
.exclaimed, " I defy the Pope and all his laws; and if God spares my
life, I shall cause that the boy who drives the plough in England shall
.know more of God's law than thou dost."
TYNDALE IN LONDON.

His determination being fixed, he left Sodbury and went to London,
'There he applied to Cuthbert Tunstall, the Bishop, for maintenance in
·the Episcopal Palace, while he was finishing and printing his English
version of the Greek Testament. Tunstall posed as a patron of learning,
but he would not have that work emanate from his palace. Had it
'been one of the heathen classics, he might have viewed it differently;
but like many other Romish ecclesiastics, he had an instinctive dread
·.of the Christian Scriptures. Let them once be set free from their
imprisonment in an unknown tongue and go forth among the people,
then, as he felt, they would be Rome's undoing. So with scant courtesy
,and no encouragement he sent Tyndale about his business. The poor
.scholar, driven away from the Bishop's doors, seems to have been literally in a destitute condition when God raised up a friend and benefactor
for him in Humphrey Monmouth, a kindly merchant and well disposed
towards the GospeL By this good man's help he was able to live in
London for some months longer, and to devote himself more assiduously
·than ever to his great work. But by-and-bye, thc mournful truth
forced itself upon him that he could not have his Testament printed in
-the capital city, or indeed, in any other part of England.
TYNDALE ON THE CONTINENT.

With sadness of heart, but unflinching tenacity of purpose, he left
his native land, never to return or see it any more. He crossed over to
Hamburg and had actually begun his work there when he was dis.covered by the relentless foes of the Gospel and forced to flee to Cologne.
'There he managed to get a good part of the typc set up, and many
.sheets printed, when his secret was disclosed by a drunken printer;
.and he himself, with his precious papers, ouly escaped seizure by a
hasty flight. From Cologne he proceeded to Worms, the city where
Luther had made his famous stand for truth before the Imperial Diet.
'The citizens of Worms were favourably inclined to the Reformation, and
·there the dauntless and determined translator at last found a quiet
.resting-place in which to finish his work.
FIRST EDITION OF THE PRINTED TESTAMENT.

The year 1525 will be ever memorable in our annals as the one in
.which the first printed edition of the English Testament was given to
the public. But the difficulties did not end with the completion of
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the printing. The next question was, how were the books to be conveyed to England, and circulated among the people 1 If one goes to
the house of one of our great Bible Societies to-day, he may see strong
boxes specially framed for the wear and tear of travel. He may see
them packed with Bibles, or portions, by skilful hands, securely fastened,
and plainly labelled with the place of their destination, and the name
{)f the person to whom they are consigned. He may see the dray
bearing them off to the docks where they are to be shipped; and if he
follow them thither, he may see the stately vessel starting with its
precious freight for some distant land. But all this is the result of
Scriptural knowledge and teaching: such freedom for the Word was
unknown and unthought of in the early days of the sixteenth century.
Another method of transport had to be devised. Merchants friendly
to Tyndale and his enterprise had the books hidden away in bales, or
stowed in the heart of sacks of corn; and packed in these or some
·other "traflik of the merchants" these priceless treasures reached
England's shore. They were soon taken out and put in circulation
among the people; and thus the great work, which no power on earth
has been able to hinder, was gloriously begun.
BURNING OF TYNDALE'S TESTAMENTS.

•
I

It goes without saying that the ecclesiastical authorities, and espe~ially Tunstall, Bishop of London, were alarmed and enraged at this
unexpected invasion. Sermons were preached against the translation
and translator. As many copies as could be collected were brought
together and burnt with solemn ceremony at Old Paul's Cross." And
this was not all. On October 24, 1526, Tunstall issued an injunction
in which he spoke of the book as " containing most pernicious poison,"
and ordering his archdeacons to warn all who lived in the Diocese of
London, to deliver them up to his Vicar-general under pain of excommunication. However, all his efforts were unavailing. Ludhoven,
an Antwerp publisher, and others, printed editions of Tyndale's
version, and sent them into England where, in spite of, or because of,
these bitter prohibitions, they found eager and ready purchasers. So
that the persecuting bishop was at his wits' end, and had to confess
that, notwithstanding his vigorous measures of suppression, the
'Testaments" were thick spread over his Diocese." Denunciations and
flames may perhaps destroy the words of man, but they are utterly
powerless to overcome the Word of God.
There is an old record which tells how a merchant called Packington
was employed by the Bishop of wndon to buy up these Testaments in
{)rder that they might be burned, and how by the money thus procured
Tyndale was able to carry on his work much more efficiently, so that
{as in St. Paul's day) the very actions of its enemies turned out ., for the
furtherance of the Gospel."

* That this was only what Tyndale expected may be seen from his own words,
." In burning the New Testameut they did none other thing than I looked for; no
more shall they do if they burn me also, if it be God's will it shall be so."
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TYNDALE'S IMPRISONMENT AND DEATH.
As for Tyndale himself, space will only admit of a notice in passing
of his intercourse with Luther at Wittemburg; of his residence at
Marburg and Antwerp; of his numerous writings during his exile; of
his famous controversy with Sir Thomas More, and of the real and
feigned friends with whom he came in contact. But it must be mentioned that he gave himself up to the study of Hebrew as well as Greek,.
and that he published a translation of the Pentateuch in 1530, and of
the Book of Jonah, with a long preface, or introduction, in 1531 ; and
that he brought out his revised version of the New Testament in 1535,
the same year in which he was arrested. Of him indeed it nright have
been said that he was hated of all men for Christ's name sake. His
enenries contrived a cunning plot by which to get possession of him.
Taking advantage of his simple and unsuspecting nature, a villain called
Henry Philips wormed himself into his confidence, invited him to go
out with him, had an ambush laid to take him; and in this way the
noble martyr was hurried off and thrown into the dungeon of the castle
of Vilvorde, about eighteen miles from Antwerp. There he lay for a
135 days. He was tried for heresy before certain Commissioners
appointed by the Emperor, and condemned to death on Augnst 10,
1536. On October 6, he was led forth from prison to the stake. There,
according to the account of Foxe, he cried out with fervent zeal and a
loud voice, " Lord, open the King of England's eyes!" Then he was
strangled, and his body was burned to ashes.
A monument has been erected to him on the Cotswold hills, near the
place where he was born; his statue stands on the Thames Embankment, in the city where he could not find a home; .but his real and
undying memorial is in every land whither the English Bible has been
carried, and in every home where it is read.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THERE are now 1048 aged believers in various parts of the kingdom,
who look to the Society for regular assistance and are gratefnl to the
Lord for His goodness to them through the medium of this Institution.
Upwards of £45 a day are required to meet our needs, and an appeal
is affectionately made for new subscribers.
There is to be a Sale of Work at Lewes on behalf of the funds on
Sept. 9th, and one at Tunbridge Wells on behalf of the local Home on
Sept. 15th.
It is hoped that a large company of friends will gather at Hornsey
Rise Home on Sept. 24th, when Sir Thomas Inskip is expected to lay
the Memorial Stone of the Infirmary being erected in memory of the
late Secretary, Mr. J. E. Hazelton.
The Rev. Thomas Houghton has kindly pronrised to preach the
Annual Sermon at St. Mary, Woolnoth, on behalf of the Society, on
Friday evening, Oct. 2nd.

