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SEVENTEEN and eightpence! What a curious topic to select for
the Family Portion. So at first sight our readers may think.
When, however, an explanation has been given, they may agree
that the heading for this Family Portion is well chosen. The
words have a remarkable history, and we want to record it to the
glory of GOD. The details of this history are briefly these. At
the little country Church of Whitington where we have the privilege
of preaching the Word week by week, we found out in December
last that fifty shillings or thereabouts would be needed before
Dec. 31st to meet our requirements for Church expenses. As,
however, it was discovered that ten shillings more would have to
be expended on coke, the amount grew to sixty shillings. We
made these facts known to our little country congregation, and
expressed the earnest hope that this amount would be forthcoming
by the last Sunday of the year. We also made it a matter of
prayer in the pulpit on several occasions. By Sunday morning,
Dec. 27th, the amount needed was reduced to thirty-two and
twopence. By Sunday evening it was reduced to the amount at
the head of this article-seventeen and eightpence. We scarcely
ever receive more than about twelve shillings in a whole day for
Church expenses. Now, at the closing service of the year we
needed, and asked for, and prayed for, seventeen and eightpence.
We arranged that an announcement would be made at the close
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of the last hymn as to whether that amount had been supplied.
The collection was counted by a member of the congregation
amid feelings of excitement, and a trembling hand, due to that.
excitement, wrote on a piece of paper the amount given. The
plate and paper were then brought to us, and wonderful to relate
the amount received was seventeen and ninepence-a penny more
than we had prayed for. We at once, after pointing out how
remarkably GOD had answered our prayers, asked the congregation
to rise and sing the doxology.
One member of the congregation came to us afterwards and saill
it was very extraordinary. He said he had privately determinell
to make up what he fully expected would be a deficiency in the
amount received, but now the need for doing so did not arise.
Such a remarkable answer to prayer made him feel that a prayer
which he had been offering in regard to a business post would be
answered.
The parish clerk said, "It was like a miracle." We quite agreed.
No other explanation than the operation of Divine power on
the minds of the congregation was possible. Each member gave
without knowing how far his gift would affect the total. No
human power could have arranged that the various amounts given
by those who were presenG would amount exactly to a penny more
than was asked for. The only explanation of such a remarkable
result is that, "The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous,
and His ears are open unto their cry." His infallible word assures
His people that He is the hearer of prayer, and that He is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that His people ask or think.
Striking and clear answers to prayer are recorded in His Word,
but such answers are not confined to the records found in the
sacred Scriptures. All down the ages GOD'S true people have been
able to bear testimony to His faithfu1ness and power in answering
their prayers, and it is as true to-day as ever it was that" He will
fulfil the desire of them that fear Him." We record this incident
for His glory and for the encouragement of His family.
Another striking answer to prayer was given to us on the last
Sunday of January in the year 1917. Our ministry in Bath Wa&·
closed on that LORD'S day. In anticipation of that event we asked
our Churchwarden to reckon up what would be needed to meet
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Church expenses up to that point. We then announced on the
previous Sunday the amount which would be needed on the following Sunday. It was over four pounds, but we forget the exact
amount. On the Sunday morning the collection taken at the door
included an odd halfpenny. One of the brethren wanted to make
it into a penny. We suggested, however, that another odd halfpenny might be included at the evening collection. When the
-evening collection was taken this proved to be the case, and when
both amounts were added together they turned out to be the very
~ amount which was asked fOT and prayed fOT-four pounds,
:some shillings and a few pence. With these testimonies in our
mind to the faithfulness, and power, and goodness of our GOD,
let us turn to the precious assurance taken from the one hundred
.and forty-fifth psalm which stands at the head of this Family
.Portion. "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him."
1. Observe first that it is "them that fear Him" whose desire He
fulfils.
This is not a promise for everybody. It is ouly for" them that
fear Him." Who are they ~ They are people who have undergone
.a mighty spiritual change. It is not a natural thing to fear the
LORD. Of men in their unregenerate condition the apostle says,
" There is no fear of GOD before their eyes" (Rom. iii. 18). That
is to say, they do not reverence GOD, they do not reverence His
Word, they do not reverence His day. If then a man is found
«walking in the fear of the LORD, and in the comfort of the HOLY
GHOST" (Acts ix. 31), a great and mighty change must have taken
place. He must have been awakened by the HOLY GHOST, convinced of sin, led to trust in the saving efficacy of CHRIST'S blood,
-experienced Divine pardon and reconciliation, and been turned
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto GoD.
Such a mighty change is wrought not by the man himself but a
power external to himself. The LORD says, "I will give them
{me heart, and one way, that they may fear Me for efJer. ... I will
put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Me "
{Jer. xxxii. 39, 40). What a mercy if this experience has been
ours, and how we need ever to give Him the glory for it. He is
the AUTHOR of our salvation. He quickened us by His SPIRIT. He
put a new spirit within us. He implanted His fear in our hearts.
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He gave us repentance toward GOD, and faith toward our LORl}
JESUS CHRIST. To Him be the sole glory. If through His infinitegrace and mercy we are amongst" them that fear Him" we may
take comfort from the promise which we are considering.
2. Seconrlly, notice that the LORD will fulfil the desires of them
that fear Him because He knows what they are.
Some people have desires, but they do not express them, and
friends who would grant their desires fail to do so, because of
their ignorance of the longing in other people's hearts. That can
never be true of GOD'S people in relation to Him. He knows all
the longings and desires of all His people. They can say, " LORD,
all my desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from
Thee" (Psalm xxxviii. 9). He knows not only our spoken desires,
but our unspoken longings. Even our groanings are not hid from
Him.
Thus, knowing the desires of His people, He is able to satisfy
the longing soul, and to fill the hungry soul with goodness. " Heknoweth the secrets of the heart" (Psa. xliv. 21).
3. Thirdly, notice that He will fulfil the desires of them that fear
Him when they are in harmony with His will.
There is danger that even GOD'S people may desire what is not.
good for them. There are" desires of the flesh" which should not
be gratified. But in proportion as we reverence Him we shall
also reverence His mind and will, and we shall seek only what is
in harmony with His holy, all-wise mind and will.
The psalmist says, "Delight thyself also in the LORD; and He
shall give thee the desires of thine heart" (Psa. xxxvii. 4). If we
really delight in the LORD we shall only desire what pleases Him.
Such desires He will give to them that fear Him. Our LORD'
teaches us the same truth when He says, " If ye abide in Me, and
My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you (John xv. 7). If we are in vital union with
CHRIST; and His words abide in us, these words will regulate our
desires, and influence us to ask only such things as are pleasing:
to GOD. All such desires will be gratified. In reference to such
desires our LoRD says, "What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them" (Mark
xi. 24). In reference to this important subject we need to have
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a clear and balanced understanding of the teaching of Scripture.
We ought always to bear in mind the teaching which says, "This
is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing
according to His will, He heareth us. And if we know that He
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of Him" (1 John v. 14, 15).
4. Fourthly, notice that the LORD will fulfil the desire of His people
for spiritual blessings.
Do they desire mercy ~ They will go down to their house
justified as did the publican.
Do they desire forgiveness ~ They will be able to say, as did
David, "Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin."
Do they desire spiritual healing? The time will come when they
will be able to say, "He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iuiquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed" (Isaiah liii. 5).
Do they desire teaching? "The meek will He guide in judgment: and the meek will He teach His way. . . . The secret of
the LORD is with them that fear Him; and He will show them
His Covenant."
Daniel and his friends desired mercies of the GOD of heaven
concerning Nebuchadnezzar's dream and its interpretation, and in
response to their desire the secret was made known unto Daniel,
and Daniel said, "0 Thou GOD of my fathers, vYho hast given
me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what
we desired of Thee" (Dan. ii. 18-23). Do we desire grace and
strength for our daily needs ~ "He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might He increaseth strength. . . . They
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength" (Isaiah xl.
29-31).
Do we "desire a better country, that is, a heavenly"? GOD
hath prepared for His praying people a city which hath foundations.
5. Lastly, the LORD will fulfil the desire of His people for temporal
blessings.
They desire guidance in perplexity, and His Word says to them,
" Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 5, 6).
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They desire salvation or deliverance from temporal danger, and
they are assured that, "He also will hear their cry, .and will save
them" (Psa. cxlv. 19).
. They desire meat to eat, and He opens His hand and ·satisfies
"the desire of every living thing" (Psa. cxlv. 16). "No good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." "There
is no want to them that fear Him" (Psa. lxxxiv. 11; xxxiv. 9).
Solomon gave unto the Queen of Sheba all her desire, and "the
desire of the righteous shall be granted" by the KING of kings
(Prov. x. 24).
Let us take hold of this precious promise and appropriate it to
our comfort. Our GOD is full of love to His praying people. He
is faithful to all His promises. Let us not hesitate to desire mercies
from Him. Let us be definite in our desires, and let us express
them in reference to all that concerns us. "In everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto GOD." In reference to the little things and the
big things let us desire the help, the guidance, and the favour of
our Covenant GOD. It is verily and indeed true that, "Every
one" (i.e., every believing child of GOD) "that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall
be opened" (Matt. vii. 8).
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton.)

HIS work is still t<> find sinners out, call them by His grace, renew
them, pardon them, keep them, bring them home, and rejoice over
them for ever; because He has prepared a mansion of eterual blessedness for each and all of them, and glory would not be complete without
them. No: glory could not be complete without you, if, as a poor ill
and hell-deserving sinner, you have fled to Jesus for refuge.-J. A.
Wallinge·r.
THE law of faith excludes boasting, because it excludes all man's
works and merit in his justification. His keeping of the moral law
cannot in the least justify him before God, because after he has once
broken it, it becomes to him the ministration of death and condemnation. In this state Christ finds the sinner, guilty and condemned, under
the curses of the broken law, miserable and helpless. He takes pity
on his distress, and determines to save him.-W. Romaine.
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GOD'S CREATIVE WORD.
IV.-SUPPOSED GEOLOGICAL CONTRADICTIONS.

" The Word of our God shall stand for ever."-IsAIAH xl. 8.

IN the three articles which have preceded this we have written
Qf God's creative word in relation to the creation of light, the
earth and life. In seeking to expound the teaching of the first
chapter of Genesis we have implied our full belief in its literal
truthfulness. To us it is God's Own infallible account of the
creation of the heaven and the earth, and we have taken the record
in its plain and literal sense.
It is well known, however, that the teaching of many geologists
conflicts with the teaching of the word of God, as set forth in this
chapter. They hold that the condition of the earth's crust is such
that in their view possibly millions of years must have been required
to bring it into its present condition. The formation of the various
strata of the earth's surface is, they think, a very slow process.
The various deposits which go to make up the rocks must have
needed immense periods of time to produce them. As therefore
the Bible account of creation suggests that the creation of the
heaven and the earth only took place about 6000 years ago, they
reject that record as unreliable.
The late Professor Powell of Oxford for example said, "In a
former Essay I have adverted to the question of discrepancies
between science and the language of Scripture generally, and have
referred more especially to that notable instance of it, the irreconcileable contradiction between the whole view opened to us by geology,
and the narrative of creation in the Hebrew Scriptures, whether as
briefly delivered from Sinai, or as expounded in Genesis." (Quoted
in Remarks on 'Mosaic Cosmogony.' By B. W. Newton, pp. 37,
92). Many excellent men who fully believed in the plenary
inspiration of Scripture, believing that the geologists were right in
their teaching in regard to the immense age of the earth, have
sought to reconcile Genesis with geological theories by interpreting
the first of Genesis in a different way from what had previously
been regarded as the plain meaning of the language of inspiration.

'-,
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Some held that there is a long gap between the first and the second
verses of the first chapter of Genesis. They thought that the words
of the second verse indicate that some great catastrophe had
happened to the earth after it had been in existence for possibly
millions of years, and that the long period which they thought
had thus elapsed would account for the present condition of the
earth's crust, and would give time for the slow formation of
the various strata as they now present themselves to the view
of the geologist. In this way they thought they could reconcile
the theories of geology with the words of Scripture.
This view has been called" the gap theory." Plainly it is only
a theory, and would never have occurred to anyone if there had
not been an unduly anxious desire to reconcile the theories of
scientists with the infallible Word of God.
The late Mr. H. D. Brown says in reference to this theory, " The
only supposed support they find in Scripture for it is this, that in
Genesis i. 2 we read: 'And the earth was without form and void' ;
and in Isaiah xlv. 18 we read: 'He created it not in vain,' the
Hebrew word translated 'void' and 'in vain' being the same.
" This is simply an instance of separating words from their context, and so altering their meaning. The statement in Isaiah xlv.
has no reference whatever to the condition in which God created
the earth; it refers entirely to the purpose for which He created
it. So we read: 'God Himself that formed the earth and made
it; He hath established it, He created it not in vain, He formed
it to be inhabited: I am the Lord; there is none else.'
" And if we read the preceding verses we shall find the meaning
is that, as God created not the earth in vain, but ' formed it to be
.inhabited,' and it ~s inhabded according to His purpose, so shall
His purpose be carried out concerning Israel" (Creation Acco·rding
to Science and According to Revelation, pp. 22, 23). One strong
objection against this theory is that it implies that long before the
six days of creation, animals and pre-Adamic men lived on the
earth and died, and that the remains at least of the animals, are
now found as fossils in the rocks. This however would contradict
those Scriptures which teach that Adam was the first man, and
that death ouly entered the world after Adam's sin. (See 1 Cor.
xv. 45, 47; Rom. v. 12, 17). We think therefore that in the first
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verse of Genesis i. we have a prefatory or summary stat,ement
of the record of creation which follows. Then, God having created
the earth on the first day, the second verse tells us what its condition
originally was. Subsequent verses tell of further Divine action
in regard to the earth which was thus brought into being.
Another view adopted by some good men in the hope of reconciling
geological theories with the Bible narrative was the long-period-day
theory.

They hold that the word" day" is sometimes used to denote
a long period of time, and that the six days of creation may be
understood to denote days of immense periods during which the
formation of the strata of the rocks could slowly have taken place.
In this way they endeavour to reconcile Genesis i. with the theories
of the geologists. Now it is true that the word" day" is sometimes used to denote an extended period, shorter or longer. We'
read, for example, of "the day of the Lord" and "the day of
vengeance of our God," "that day," "the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God," "the day of our'
Lord Jesus Christ," "the day of salvation," "the day of redemption," "the evil day," "the day of temptation" (see Isaiah ii. 12,
20, Ixi. 2; Rom. ii. 5; 1 Cor. i. 8; 2 Cor. vi. 2; Ephes. iv. 30,
vi. 13; Heb. iii. 8).
.
But when the word " day" denotes an extended period it is so
used that there can be no doubt that it denotes a longer period of
time than an ordinary day of twenty-four hours.
This cannot be said of the six days of creation. The natural
meaning is clearly that the days are ordinary days of twenty-four
hours each. It may be said that as the sun was not created till
the fourth day the previous three days could not be ordinary days;
but if that argument were sound, how about the fourth, fifth, and
sixth days ~ Were they not regulated by the rising and setting
of the sun ~ But it is evident that light was created on the first·
day and that God on that day" divided the light from the darkness.
And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night.
And the evening and the morning were the first day." Obviously'
there is no difference suggested in the narrative as to the length
of the first three days as compared with the length of the last
three days of creation. Moreover, when God Himself spake from
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Mount Sinai, He said, "Six days shalt thou. labour, and do all
thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God. . . . For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all'that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it" (Exod. xx.
9-11).
Surely the word" day" in these verses is used by God to denote
jn each case an ordinary day. Not the slightest hint is given that
" days" in one case mean days of twenty-four hours, and that
jn the other case they mean days lasting for thousands or millions
{)f years. Clearly, if words have any meamng, the six days on
which man is enjoined to labour and do all his work are of the same
length as the six days during which the Lord made heaven and
,earth, the sea and all that in them is. Any other interpretation
js surely non-natural.
One of the writers in the famous Essays and Reviews wrote in
,opposition to this long-period-day theory, "What becomes of the
€vening and mormng of which each day is said to have consisted?
Was each geologic age divided into two long intervals, one of
darkness, the other all light? And if so, what became of the
plants and trees created in the third day or period, when the
evemng of the fourth day (the evemngs, be it observed, precede
the mormngs) set in? They must have passed through half a
seculum (i.e., age) of total darkness. . . . Such an ordeal would
bave completely destroyed the whole vegetable creation, and yet
we find it survived, and was appointed on the sixth day as the
food of men and ammals."
Another writer opposed to the Essayist says, "If we could
believe that each of the six days mentioned in Genesis denoted
a period of, perhaps, ten thousand years, and that such period was
divided into a mght of 5000 years, and into a day of 5000 years,
and that vegetable and subsequently ammal life e.risted during
such mghts and such days, we certainly should excel in credulity,
but it surely would be the credulity of folly-not of wisdom.
'Wisdom is only credulous when it knows that God hath spoken."
It seems absolutely incredible that grass, herbs, and trees, called
jnto being on the third day, could have continued to exist if they
bad to pass through even one mght lasting thousands of years.
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Yet this would have to be the case, if the days of creation were
periods lasting for many thousands of years. All able writer points
out that whenever the word "day" is connected with a numeral
it is always used literally. He says, "The case is entirely different
when 'day,' or any other word denoting time is connected with
numerals, such as one, two, three; first, second, third, etc. In
all such cases 'day' is defined and restricted in its application
by the numeral appended to it. One day means one day; and
six days mean six days; nor is there any departure from this
obvious rule from one end of the Scripture to the other" (Remarks
on ' Mosai{) Cosmogony,' pp. 18-21).
For ourselves we believe that even good men who are at one
with us on the full inspiration of Scripture are unduly nervous
about the theories of science. They fail to remember that much
that passes for science is only theory and assumption, and that
the scientific theories of to-day frequently become obsolete on the
morrow. Scientific text books written twenty or thirty years ago
are for the most part behind the times. Students have constantly
to buy new and up-to-date text books, as the old theories have
become obsolete. "The Word of the Lord endureth for ever,"
and no new edition of that Word can ever be needed; for it is as
unchangeable and abiding as God Himself. This cannot be said
of the word of man or of the theories of men of science. Suppose
we manage to reconcile the Bible narrative of creation with presentday theories of science, we should be obliged to interpret the Bible
differently in a hundred years' time in order to reconcile it with
the new theories of science which will then probably be current.
The only safe position to take is that whatever scientific men
may say to the contrary, the Word of our God is abidingly
true, and absolutely reliable. " Yea, let God be true, but every
man a liar" (Rom. iii. 4). Under no circumstances should we
admit that the theories of puny men, however learned they are,
are to be preferred to the unerring word of the Omniscient
God.
We have lately been reading a great work called The New
Geology, by Prof. George McCready Price, Professor of Geology,
Union College, Nebraska, United States. It was issued in March,
1923, so that it is a very recent work. One of his closing chapters

•
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is entitled "The Hypothesis of a World Catastrophe." The
professor points out that for nearly a century "geologists have
assumed that all the rock deposits of the past were made much
as rocks are being made to-day, by commonplace causes," i.e., by
,slow processes which may have occupied even millious of years
{po 643). This view is called the doctrine of Uniformity. It is,
however, "only a theory." "The opposite idea, namely, that a
great world catastrophe may have happened to our world in the
long ago, should always be kept in mind." "It is," says the
professor, "iust as scientific a hypothesis as the other." He goes
on to say that the theory that all the rock deposits must have
'taken millions of years to be formed" has proved utterly inadequate,
and must be abandoned" (p. 679). He says that we now have a
,,, wonderful array of evidence . . . all pointing to some sort of
world catastrophe as the most reasonable explanation of the facts
-of the stratified rocks. But for those whose minds are 'not domin,ated by the uniformitarian dogma, I believe that the evidence we
now have will be sufficient to prove that a once beautiful world,
well stocked with an amazing variety of plants and animals, was
,at some time in the long ago overtaken by a sudden and horrible
world convulsion, the results of which we now have spread out
.aver all the continents, in the form of the major part of the stratified deposits, and the study of which has now become the chief
business of the science of geology" (pp. 680, 681). This" world
,catastrophe" or "sudden and horrible world convulsion" he
believes to be the great Flood recorded in the book of Genesis, an
.awful event recorded in Bible history and whose historical truth
is confirmed by our Lord in the Gospels. The great Deluge, by
which the world was overflowed with water and perished, was in
his view sufficient to account for the present condition of the
.stratified rocks.
He says, " I am myself convinced of this great general fact (i.e.,
the Deluge) on purely scientific grounds, and as I believe that the
Bible and the book of nature have both the same Author, it would
!seem reasonable that that explanation is most probable which
most clearly and absolutely equates these two accounts of this
great event; for as already stated, the great general fact of a world
-catastrophe of some sort is to my mind now as firmly established

.
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as a real historical event as the reign of Hammurabi or the wars
{)f Attila" (p. 687).
Again he says, " The Bible record is that the Deluge really lasted
more than a year. . . . During all this time, an inestimable amount
cf geological change must have been taking place (italics ours), as the
waters of the transgressing oceans flowed around in unaccustomed
channels and currents, doubtless swept by storms such as the
world has never since witnessed. . . .
" Doubtless the rivers and the oceans did some geological work
in that orderly, quiet world before the Flood (italics ours). In our
modern world, too, a considerable amount of geological work of
{)nekind and another is being done." Now mark what the professor
further says. "But all of both these series of geological operations,
though prolonged over thousands of years as they have been, sink
into insignificance when compared with those vast changes which
took place during and immediately subsequent to the world
catastrophe which Scripture calls the Flood. . . . The convulsions
which the crust of the earth went through during this prolonged
disturbance, would account for much of the contortion and twisting
that the older rocks exhibit" (pp. 688-690).
Here then we have a modern professor of geology who is firmly
convinced that the old view taken by geologists that the present
condition of the rocks is due to slow processes which have occupied
possibly millions of years "must be abandoned." In its place he
reco=ends the view that the great Flood which deluged the earth
for more than a year is "the most reasonable explanation of the
facts of the stratified rocks." "A wonderful array of evidence"
all points to this conclusion. Thus all the efforts of Bible expositors
to reconcile the first of Genesis with geology by the invention of
the" gap theory" and the" long-period-day" theory were in his
VIew unnec.essary.
The great Flood by which the whole earth was submerged, and
by which" all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl,
and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth, and every man "-that great Flood was so farreaching and powerful that it is sufficient to account for "an
inestimable amount of geological change" in the earth's crust.
Prof. McCready Price is not the first who has held this view.
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It is now nearly fifty years ago since a small volume appeared
entitled Remarks on 'Mosaio Cosmogony,' from which we have
already quoted. In his criticism of the Essays and Reviews, in that
volume the writer (Mr. B. W. Newton) says, "I ask for demonstrative proof that God did not act miraculously when He smote
creation at the Fall. I ask for demonstrative proof that He has not
acted miraculously since, in convulsing and upheaving the earth's
crust, as at the time when He brake up the fountains of the
great deep at the time of the Flood" (p. 60). In another part
of the same book the writer says, "Whether that ordered record
of death which is said to be written on the earth's strata was
effected fully at the Fall, or was finally completed when creation
was entombed beneath the waters of the Flood-these and such like
questions being utterly beyond the scope of human cognisance,
cannot be answered. All that we are concerned to maintain is
that which Scripture asserts, viz., that death, destruction, and
ruin did not precede, but followed, the Fall; and that all that
the finger of God may have Written on creation as a record of
judgment is subsequent to human sin" (p. 56).
There can be no doubt that the Flood was brought about by
supernatural power. It was God Himself Who brought" a flood
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh" (Gen. vi. 17). When
the predestined moment came " all the fountains of the great deep
were broken up," "and the rain was upon the earth forty days
and forty nights." At present the sea is restrained by Divine
power from submerging the whole earth. In Noah's time, as a
Divine judgment, the Divine restraint upon the sea was withdrawn,
and the waters of the great deep were allowed completely to cover
the earth and carry with them the destruction of all flesh dwelling
on the earth. "If all the lands were submerged beneath the sea,
and the solid parts all smoothed out to a uniform level, the ocean
would stand at a depth of a mile and a half all over the globe.
Hence the old quibble about there not being enough water on the
earth to cover all the lands, is seen to be without scientific foundation. There is enough water, and plenty to spare" (The New Geology,
p. 685). What means God used to allow the great deep and the
rain to submerge the earth is not revealed. It is suggested that
the earth's "axis of rotation was originally perpendicular to its
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plane of orbit, and that in order that God might bring to an end
the ideal climate which once prevailed from pole to pole, and also
that He might bring about the great Flood, He caused the earth's
axis of rotation so to be changed that it was inclined 23t 0 from
the perpendicular. No one can, of course, prove that this change
took place, though, as we saw in our last article, geologists agree
"that the fossils, both of plants and of animals, uniformly and
with absolute consistency, testify that a surprisingly mild and
uniform climate prevailed over the entire globe while these plants
and animals were living" (The New Geology, pp. 654, 684, 685).
How this great change of climate came about we cannot tell, but
it seems probable that after the Flood extremes of cold and heat
characterized different parts of the earth, and these extremes of
cold and heat are doubtless the result of sin, and would never
have prevailed if man had not fallen.
We have endeavoured as simply as possible to put these points
before our readers. It is refreshing to find a geologist who believes
the record of the Flood and who regards that great and awful
catastrophe as an event which would fully account for the condition
of the rocks. But we hold that God's Word is eternally true
whether the theories of scientists agree with it or not. We take
the stand of the old Scotchwoman who, on being told that a certain
science called geology conflicted with the tesching of Genesis, said,
" So much the worse for geology." Be it ours ever to rely upon
that Word which for ever is settled in heaven, and to declare with
confidence that, "The Word of our God shall stand for ever"
(Isaiah xl. 8).
THE EDITOR

Whitingum Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

poor sinner who has been brought down under the weight
of the conviction of his own individual personal activity, and guilt, and
has been made to shriek out of a broken heart, in all the intensity of
feeling, "God be merciful to me a sinner," must have experienced the
power of God's Word in his heart. We must be made feelingly alive to
our state of destitution before we shall ever have the mind opened for
the reception of that blessed and glorious Saviour Who is "mighty to
save." ... He only can make a Christian That made the world.J. J. West.
EVERY
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'Ullgrim lhpers.
WELLSJ'RINGS.
.. But we preMh Ohrist c1"l1£ijied, unto the Jews a stumhlingblock, and
unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Ohrist the power of God, and the wisdom of God."1 COR. i. 23, 24.
WHEN recently privileged to hear that able exponent of the blessed
Gospel of God's grace, the Rev. Tydeman Chilvers, of the Metropolitan
Tabernacle, we were taken in thought to Calvary, and I think that
not a few that afternoon loved the place and were melted in godly
contrition with the sacred theme and had greater longings and more
ardent desires to dwell more at the foot of the Cross, there to see and
sorrow over our sins and to realize more and more what they cost
the Father in giving up His Only Beloved Son, and what Jesus undertook and sufIered there as our Surety and Redeemer. The preacher
exclaimed, .. Oh, redemption at Calvary is a mighty thing!" and
made one feel the weight of his words, with such a sentence as, .. We
reach tkere, the limit of the Almighty Father," spoken with reverence
and solemnity. And it is true, is it not, dear reader, that God the
Father could not give more and He would not give less than He did,
when He sent His Son to die the Just for the unjust that He might
bring us to God, and" so loved the world."
May the Holy Spirit lead and guide us in our meditations at this
time, that the desire may increase in us :
U

Here to sit, for ever viewing

Streams of mercy and of blood,"
and to understand something, however imperfectly and unworthily,
of the love of God in Christ to poor, guilty, hell-deserving sinners
such as you and I know ourselves to be.
11

Descend from beav'n, celestial Dove,

With flames of pure seraphic love
OUI

ravish'd breasts inspire;

Fountain of joy, blest Par&clete,
Warm our cold hearts with heavenly heat,
And set our souls on fire.
"Conduct, blest Guide, Thy sinner-train
To Calvary, where the Lamb was slain,
And with us there abide:
Let us our lov,d Redeemer meet,
Weep o'er His pierced hands and feet,
And view His wounded side."
Let us pause and wonder, praise and adore, the marvels of grace,
love, and mercy in these words, " And when they were come to the
place which is called Calvary, there they crucmed Him" (Luke xxii. 33).
Calvary is only once mentioned, the three other Gospels. calling it
Golgotha. But both meant the place of a skull. Here He would
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look upon the penalty and deformity of sin in the skulls of death's
victims, and what more hideous and unsightly for those blessed holy
€yes to encounter as He went forth bearing His Cross, along that path
which to this day is called the Dolorous Way, to the" place called
Dalvary "! And while the devils in the hearts of those around His
holy Person were doing their worst in their hellish spite, there sounded
forth in the Voice that spake as never man spake, the words, " Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do." You and I have
never prayed a prayer like that, dear reader. We may pray (and
-ever imperfectly) for those that love us, and even try to pray in
sincerity for those who have injured us, but the prayer of the Holy,
Sinless One, praying for His enemies, was unique.
The pkwe called Calvary! Is it good to your soul to be there in
meditation and godly contrition, dear reader! May the Holy Spirit,
lIpon Whom we have called, indeed make it so to our souls, that our
graces may grow, our love be fanned from its flickering embers, to a
:flame, and Jesus be glorified in our sorrow for sin a.d our adoring
gratitude to Him the Friend and Saviour of sinners and the Hope of
every contrite heart.
"To Calvary, Lord, in spirit now
Our weary Bouls repair,

To dwell upon Thy dying love,
And taste its sweetness there.
Sweet resting place of every heart
That feels the plague of sin,
Yet knows that deep, mysterious joyThe peace of God within." (W. Denny.l
" But we preach Christ crucified," wrote the Apostle. The preaching
of the Cross is the high and holy calling of every God-qualified and
God-sent minister of the Gospel. Taught of the Holy Spirit, he
declares with holy boldness Christ crucified, Christ exalted at the
Father's right hand, and Christ's second coming apart from sin unto
salvation. He watches for souls as One that must give an account.
He builds upon that one Foundation laid in Zion, and in confident
faith looks to see the promised word fulfilled, " And I, if I be lifted
up, will draw all men unto Me." Oh! the blessed Gospel of the
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! From those earliest Apostolic days
when they went forth preaching the Words of Life through a crucified
and risen Saviour, onwards through century after century, the preaching
of the Cross has continued and it has lost none of its power, whilst
the fulfilment of the promise has been seen and the " all men" of the
dying Redeemer's preknowledge have been drawn to Calvary's Crucified
Lamb. And it is the same to-day, although, alas, we mourn the loss
Qf standard-bearers and the fewness of the Gospel ministers and the
consequent hungry, unfed sheep. But where the Holy Spirit is still
working; where you find a faithful minister of Jesus Christ shunning
not to " declare the whole counsel of God," vou will find the satisfied
sheep feeding in green pastures, the lambs· cared for and nourished,
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and the straying ones gathered into the fold and the lost ones found.
For the Chief Shepherd has spoken the truth: "And J, if I be lifted
up, will draw all men unto Me." Oh! the inestimable privilege of·a
Gospel ministry! There is none other thing upon earth so dear to
the hearts of the living family in Zion, and they indeed feel in a desert
land where the light of the Gospel shines not from the pulpit.
Beloved, although one approaches this text with much felt unworthiness and inability, remembering that it belongs chiefly to ministers 'of
the everlasting Gospel, those called and qualified to stand up in their
Master's Name to "preach the Word," yet there has been such a·
blessed meditation in the Word, that one can only in reliance upon the
Holy Spirit, give out what He has imparted to the soul. Let us
therefore consider it in humble desire and dependence upon the Holy
Spirit to open our hearts, enlighten our minds and give us a true
revival of love and gratitude as we consider the words, and may it be
a message of comfort to some dear lonely children of God who are
bemoaning the death of a Gospel ministry. To their comfort, according
to the precious Word of promise, all shall be fed, and able to say at
the end of their pilgrimage they lacked "nothing" from the hand of
Him, the great Head of His Church, Who has denied them" no good
thing," and Who led and fed them by the skilfulness of His hands;
whilst they are now meanwhile recalling the days when their joy was
to go to the house of God in sweet company and in joining the saints
in sweet melody unto Him Who loved and redeemed them with His
precious blood. This MAGAZINE has often been the honoured instru- .
ment of conveying a message of comfort and edification to the lonely
ones.
The text opens with a conjunction: "But," and therefore stands
ont in contrast to the previous statement, and that a condemnatory
one, to those who love not the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. "For
the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom; but we
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the
Greeks, foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and.
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God."
When certain of the Scribes and of the Pharisees came to Jesus,
saying, " Master, we would see a sign from Thee," He Who reads all
hearts "answered and said unto them, A wicked 'and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign, and there shan no sign be given to·
it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas," etc. (Matt. xii. 38, 39). And.
again later, these carping, unbelieving critics come to the Lord and
ask for a " sign from heaven," tempting Him (Matt. xvi. 1), and again.
they have the Lord's reply, how" A wicked and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign," and no sign was given other than" the prophet
Jonas"! (What a condemnation to those modernists who would
blot the Book of Jonah out of the Infallible Word of God !)
This wicked unbelief and tempting Him for a sign, we read in Mark's
Gospel, caused the Lord to "sigh deeply in His Spirit" as He said,
" Why doth this generation seek after a sign 1 " (Mark viii. 12), but
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He knew their thoughts and motives and told them how "Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation," and how
eventually Satan's kingdom must fall. And again He brought home
the sin of unbelief to the consciences of those who were daily witnesses
()f the power of God in Him as He spake to the nobleman who besought
Him to come and heal his sick son, " Except ye see signs and wonders
ye will not believe" (John iv. 48). And unbelief went on in spite
()f the ministry of Him Who "spake as never man spake." So the
Apostle found it continuing in his day, and the Jews still required" a
sign" and the Greeks were looking to worldly wisdom and learning,
after the wisdom of the prince of this world and not the wisdom which
cometh from above. They had had both the" sign" and the" wisdom"
before them, even as " Jonah was three days and three nights in the
belly of the whale," so the Son of Man was three days and three nights
in the grave. He Who had gone about speaking as never man spake
was " the wisdom of God," set up from everlasting, and He is made
unto His people "wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and
•
redemption." And so says the Apostle, brushing aside all the vain
and worldly acquirements which will not save the soul, "We preach
Christ crucified." The Apostle as a preacher kept self-will to the
background and regarded himself as " less than the least of all saints."
Oh, sweet grace of humility, who would not covet it and pray for
an ever-increasing growth in it? How we hate and mourn the pride
that besets us and hinders us, and ofttimes brings a fall. How little
humble are we, when we think ourselves most humble, and how sadly
is the spirit of Diotrephes prominent in us. But oh! to be lowly
and little in our own estimation and" clothed with humility," when
we shall find He giveth more grace, whilst He " resisteth the proud"
as afar off. He deigns to draw nigh, yea, even to "dwell with him
that is of a lowly and contrite heart·" What wonderful things, too,
does the Lord do by the feeble "and humble ones. One's mind wanders
in thought to many ministers of the Gospel-to go no further back
than a generation-who have been raised up and qualified for their
sacred calling from the most unlikely conditions, and who have become,
by the Holy Spirit's enabling, able ministers of Jesus Christ.
Thus when necessity was laid upon him, Francis Covell found all
his stammering and stuttering from which he suffered to leave him
entirely and in no way afterwards ever to embarrass him when he went
forth to preach in his Master's Name. And again, what an eminent
servant of Jesus Christ was the late Rev. Arthur Triggs, although
gathered out from such obscure surroundings. He was the eighth
child of humble and very poor serge weavers, and at seventeen years
of age, whilst learning the business of a mason and slater, had convictions of conscience which he guiltily stifled. But when "God Who
is rich in mercy" dealt with him sovereignly and savingly and he
had learned how great a sinner he was and how great a Saviour he
had found, the Lord put it into his heart that he should tell other
poor sinners what a Christ was his. But the fear of presumption
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held him back for some time, until the Lord the Spirit set him free an<l
he unexpectedly opened his lips in his brother's house, where a few
children of God met week by week, and gave out his text, " For I am
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ," and from that time when it waa
naised abroad that the mason had turned preacher, he was invited
to preach in many of the neighbouring villages, and as he said in grateful acknowledgement to his gracious God, " He gave me great flow of
matter and removed every obstacle out of the way." During the:
following six years, many souls were called out of darkness and death
and translated into the Kingdom of God's dear Son. Amongst the
many interesting cases none could be more sacred and delightful than
that of a dear young child-Sarah King-of whom Mr. Triggs had
never heard nor had he seen her until asked to visit her at what proved
to be her death-bed. "The Lord's dealings with this dear child,"
he wrote, "were very interesting, clearly setting forth the distinguishing
grace, discriminating mercy, and sovereign love of our Lord God."
When on her death-bed (for she was taken with a rapid consumption}
she sent for him, and, begging all in the room to leave her, she turned
and asked Mr. Triggs to prop her up on her pillows, when he asked why
she had sent for him, and to his joy heard her reply, ". To tell you
what the Lord has done for my soul." To whiCh the minister begged
that she would tell him how and when the Lord had met with her.
Judge his reply when she told him that he never saw her, for she used
to steal in and stand behind the door and drink in every word. "One
night," said the dear little girl, " while you were preaching the Lord
brought His Word with such power into my heart and I felt as I had
never felt before, that I was a poor lost sinner. I went on in this
state for some time, full of sorrow and grief on account of my sins,
but was always hidden behind the door, ready to hear you preach,
and once when you were speaking of the preciousness of the Lord
Jesus, and what He had done for poor sinners in redeeming them
from all iniquity and saving them from their sins, I felt the truth
thereof with power and blessedness in my heart and all my sin and
misery were removed and Jesus was precious to my soul." She added,
" You gave out that dear hymn after the sermon, , Thou dear Redeemer,
dying Lamb,' and I felt such love to my precious Christ that I could
sing aloud, , He hath redeemed me.''' On hearing this blessed testimony and much more, the preacher and the dear child wept together
and rejoiced. She then asked him to read and engage in prayer, but
added, "Don't you ask Him to give me health or keep me here, for
He will not answer you. I shall soon be with Him in glory." He
continued to visit her daily after this, and the last night he was with
her, after they had been talking of their most glorious Christ, she
paused for a while and said, "I do not want you to pray for me
to-night. I am above all prayer, it is all praise; I have nothing to
ask for, I have all I want." She appeared to be in raptures of soul,
and looking up, said, " I see heaven opened and my precious Jesu!>
standing to receive me," which she repeated several times. On
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leaving her, Mr. Triggs said, " I will come again in the morning," to
which she replied, "You may come, but I shall never see you more
on earth; before you come I shall be with my precious Jesus." And
so it was, for before the next morning the redeemed soul of Sarah
King had taken its flight to mansions of eternal glory, aged thirteen
and a half years. *
And such, beloved reader, is the convicting power of the preaching
of the Cross. It had attracted that dear child; it had led her to
see the dear Redeemer, the dying Lamb, " lifted up " for poor, guilty,
needy sinners, and to see that she had need of the cleansing of the
precious blood poured out. The everlasting Gospel of the Cross of
Christ had not to be toned down to suit a child's intellect. Nay, Mr.
Triggs did not even know that there was such a child amongst his
hearers. :But the Holy Spirit can fit the truth to the capacity of a
child's mind and grant understanding, spiritual intelligence and a
grasp of truth far beyond what we should think a child could receive.
The minister truly taught of God leaves all that to the Holy Spirit
Who works effectually in old and young, ignorant or wise, taking of
the things of Christ and revealing them unto longing and prepared
hearts. Whatever the obstacles, hindrances or opposition, with the
Apostle, every God-sent minister declares, "But we preach Christ
crucified" (even though it be) "unto the Jews a stumblingblock
and unto the Greeks foolishness. But unto them that are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God."
The Cross of Christ is the alone way to God. The Cross was the
heavenly designed and appointed way in which a precious Redeemer
being "lifted up " would draw all men, bitten by and convinced of
sin, unto Him. At the Cross of Jesus we find strict equity, perfect
righteousness, unsullied holiness and Divine justice meeting upon the
head of the Sinless Substitute, dying the Just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God, and mighty to save a condemned criminal in
His dying hour. The Cross is the all-attractive power then, that
draws poor heavy-laden sinners to sue for mercy and to pray for
pardon and to hope for deliverance. Its wonderful efficacy has lost
none of its power, and until the last elect vessel of mercy is gathered
in the truth of dear Cowper's words will stand:
"Dear, dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the rausomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more."

May brethren in the ministry and teachers in the Sunday School or
Bible Class, and other workers be enabled to rejoice with the Apostle
and say, " But we preach Christ crucified." He Who is the wisdom
and power of God will see to it that it shan not be in vain in the Lord;
but to His eternal glory and His people's eternal salvation.
R.
-Extracted from TIrE GOSPE.L

MA.GAZINE~

June. 1905.
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.$mnonfi anb Notrfi of SermOtlfi.
THE BELIEVER COMING UP FROM THE WILDERNESS,
LEANING UPON HIS BELOVED.
A SERMON BY THE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A., PREACHED AT THE
CHURCH OF ST. 1I1ARY ALDERlIlARY, WATLING STREET, ON SUNDAY
AFTERNOON, JANUARY 13, 1839.
" Who is this that rometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her
Beloved? "-SOLOMON'S SONG viii. 5.
THE design of this book, which contains our text, is to show the communion which subsists between Christ and His true and spiritual
Church. Now this is declared by an allegory or parable, which makes
things spiritual more dark to those who do not understand them
spiritually (and "the natural man understandeth not the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him ")_we say they
are thus made more dark to those who do not understand them spiritually, but then more pleasant and more profitable to those who do.
There are two or three remarks which I have somewhere seen, and,
though I do not recollect where, I think I can repeat them nearly in
the same words in which they are written. And they are these" If men shall be called to account for every idle word" (that is, we
suppose, for every wicked word), "which they have spoken, how
much more for every profane jest indulged upon the Word of inspiration! and yet much more" (we are sure of these expressions), "yet
much more for every unchaste idea kindled at the fire of the altar! "
The meaning is-every unchaste idea, which a man shall attempt to
light up (as it were) in his mind and to foment there by any thing
he finds recorded in God's most holy and pure Book; for" every
word of God is pure."
Now in the text there are two or three things, which may be particularly 0 bscrved.
In the first place, the person here referred to: "Who is this that
cometh up from the wilderness 1" Who is it 1 Why, evidently the
Church, the spiritual Church of the living God, or any individual
member of which that Church is composed.
Who is this, "that cometh up from the wilderness "-that is, turning her back upon this world, and seeking" a better country, even
a heavenly" 1 This world is surely fitly described by the term
"wilderness." And that particularly on three accounts. In the
first place, because it is barren; it can afford no real good or refreshment for the precious and immortal soul-nothing that can feed a
precious soul; it is barren of good. And then, again, because it is
intricate, in a spiritual point of view considered; there are many bypaths, turning out of the strait and narrow way which leadeth unto
life; there are many of them, and full of dangers, which are prepared
there for unwary souls. And not only so, but it is also fitly so des-
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cribed, because it is a dangerous place; it is the region of the prince
of darkness, who is styled "the god of this world," and who is said
to "rule" in the minds and hearts of the children of disobedience;
he is upon his throne (as it were) here, and he is continually going
about seeking the destruction of the children of men; he is justly
styled " a murderer from the beginning"; and St. Peter has these
remarkable words: "Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour"; it is a dangerous
place, and therefore justly styled a " wilderness," or compared to a
wilderness. And yet this world is that which men in general have
in their hearts; they are seeking all their rest and all their happiness
here. A man in an unrenewed state, and untaught from above, looks
not higher; it is contrary to his will; he is resting in this present
" wilderness" world. But the description in the text is of the Church
of Christ awakened by the Spirit of J ehovah, or of a sinner individually
awakened by the Spirit of Jehovah, who is " fleeing from the wrath
to come" which is coming upon the ungodly, and seeking his way
to the spiritual, heavenly, eternal Canaan through Christ" the way,
the truth, and the life."
Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness" leaning upon
her Beloved 1 "-implying the knowledge such may have of the Lord
Jesus as a suited and a sufficient means and way of salvation, as One
in whom they can alone confide and trust as their guide to escape the.
misery and destruction of the world and to reach the" better" land.
"Leaning upon her beloved "-made to be such to them by "the
love of God shed abroad in their hearts by the power of the Holy
Ghost "-implying that the Lord Jesus is exceedingly precious to ):lis
true and spiritual Church. And so He is to every real member thereof.
Oh! who can tell how dear He is to everyone, that has ever under
the Covenant teaching and the enlightening teaching of the Holy
Ghost" tasted that He is gracious" 1 St. Peter has these remarkable
words, " To you that believe He is precious "-and must be so in the
very nature of things. So He is here described as the Church's
"Beloved," the Beloved is Christ.
But she is described as "!leaning upon" her Beloved-that is, resting
all her hope of salvation from the sin and sinfulness in which the
world is lying, and of escape from the misery that is coming upon
it-resting all her hope upon Him and upon His finished work. Now
there are several things implied here.
There is implied, in the first place (what we have already mentioned), a sense of sin and of misery and danger on account of it. A
man will never flee to Jesus, till he is convinced of this. He" came
not to call the righteous," that is, those who fancy themselves righteous
(none are really righteous in themselves), " but sinners to repentance"
-those who feel themselves to be sinners. This implies a sense of
sin, a conviction of sin.
It implies as well also an enlightened mind respecting the Lord
Jesus Christ-which we have also hinted at. A man, who is really
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enlightened to know the nature of sin and its consequences, can rest·
no where short of Him, Who came" to seek and to save that which
was lost."
And besides these two things, here is also implied a sense of their
own ignorance and want of wisdom and knowledge. She" leans
upon" His arm as a guide; she looks to Him for instruction; she
virtually says: "Cause Thou me to know the way wherein I should
walk, for I lift up my soul unto Thee"; oh! guide me by Thy counsel,
in order that I may escape" the city of destruction," the world of
destruction; "guide me by Thy counsel, and afterwards receive me
to glory."
And then it implies another thing, and that is a sense of weakness.
It implies that she feels her own strength to be weakness; and" perfect
weakness" she comes" leaning upon her Beloved," resting upon Him
as her support, knowing that she is not capable of supporting herself
any more than she is of guiding and directing herself. No," it is
not in man that walketh to direct his steps," any more than it is in
man that walketh to direct his heart.
But there is something more implied, and that is a sense of dejection
and need of consolation-a sense of distress, of sorrow aJld despair of
mind, which will surely occupy the sinner's soul unless it be looking
to Jesus and unless it be leaning upon His precious arm. And therefore it is virtually as though the Church should say: "Oh! speak
Thou unto me good words and comfortable; say to my soul, I am
thy salvation; give me to know that Thou hast loved me and hast
redeemed me and justified me, and therefore hast effectually called
me, and therefore never wilt leave me nor forsake me."
And then here is yet something else implied, which is this-that
such looking to Jesus, and resting upon Him, is a continued act.
"Leaning," you see-not" having leant," or" leaning for a moment,"
but there is implied something that is continued. Thus St. Peter
speaks of the same subject; "to whom coming "-not " to whom you
may have come," or " may come occasionally," but" to Him coming"
-constantly coming. And they in whose hearts the Holy Spirit has
glorified Jesus, and testified of Him in their experience as their Beloved,
know they can never depart from Him; if they do, they shall err;
if they do, they shall start aside; if they do they shall sink into
despondency; they must be continually "leaning upon" Him.
" Who," then, " is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning
upon her Beloved 1" Why, it is every truly convinced and awakened
sinner, who is (as it is said by the prophet Isaiah), " seeking his way
to Zion with his face thitherward "-those that are saying, " Come and
let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant that shall
not be forgotten."
But then whose language is this, that thus addresses the Church 1_
We answer, it is the language of the world and men of the world" Who is this 1" In the former part of the book we have a similar
expression: "What," says the world there to the Church, "what is
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thy Beloved more than another's beloved 1 "-expressing the astonishment of the world, or (it may be) expressing its derision and contempt.
"What is thy Beloved, more than another's beloved 1 " says the
world to the Church. The Church immediately answers, and every
pious heart is· ready immediately to reply: "He is the chiefest among
ten thousand, He is altogether lovely; this is my Beloved." And
so here, "Who is this "-in the same manner expressing astonishment, and expressing· (it may be) ridicule and contempt-" who is·
this" that is thus a poor feeble creature, dependent constantly upon
another: "Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness," thus
" leaning upon her Beloved 1 "
Now we may here remark, that whosoever is willing to become a
disciple of Jesus Christ must be willing to become an object of the
astonishment and surprise, if not the ridicule and contempt, of the.
world. This has ever been the case, and is to this day, in proportion
as men are enabled to maintain a conduct corresponding with their
professions of attachment to the Saviour; and so it will be to the
very end of time. Hear the languagc of the Saviour himself: says.
He (addressing the Eternal Father), "Behold, I and the children'
whom Thou hast givem Me are for signs and for wonders," we are
subjects of astonishment to all those that are around us, who know
nothing of the principles upon which we are acting and the motives
which are working within us. But not only so; they must be content
to be exposed also to the contempt and the ill-will and the hatred
of the world. For observe what our Saviour says again: "If the
world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you; if ye
were of the world, the world would love his own; but because ye are
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore·
the world hateth you." I say, therefore, if any man will enlist under
the banner of Christ and lay hold of His arID and seek His guidance
and direction, he must be content to excite the astonishment and
dislike of the world. But, remember, in proportion as their ill feeling
and their indignation are excited, in that proportion they are exposed
to that awful text of Scripture, which says that a day is coming WhBn
the Lord will not only requite all their ungodly deeds, "but all their
hard speeches, which ungodly sinners have spoken against him"; for
whatsoever they have done and spoken against His humble disciples,
He considers as done and spoken against Himself. And so, you
recollect, He says to Saul, when he was going to Damascus to persecute
the disciples: "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? "
Now such is our present subject. But what is the improvement
we should make of it 1
We may, in the first place, inquire, Does this passage describe the
experience of some that are here, who have set out from and have
turned their backs upon this world as a wicked world, and have directed
their faces (are seeking, through the help of God and waiting upon
Him) to enter into "a better world, even a heavenly," hereafter 1
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Oh! we trust this is the experience of several here-that a work
of grace has been begun upon their hearts, and, that the Lord, the
Spirit has in consequence of His Covenant engagement been already
considerably at work within them, teaching them their need of Christ,
showing Christ to them, and enabling them to flee unto Him, and lay
hold of His arm (as it were) and walk by His side through their course
towards the heavenly state. Well, if this be the case, may this dear
Redeemer be afresh endeared to you to-day! He is described to you
as your" Beloved," and though you are conscious you are often doing
and thinking that which is displeasing in His sight and are often
deeply humbled on account of its being so, still you do not dare to
question that He is precious to you; and if we were to ask you what
you would part with Him for, you would say, " Not for ten thousand
worlds, for 1 have not the smallest hope of mercy but what originates
in Him, and 1 have a hope, however small it may be-I have a hope
that through Him 1 shall be received into heaven at last." May He
be endeared to you, we say this day.
And in order to this, let us consider, if this has taken place in your
experience, how you ever thought of coming out from the world-as
St. Paul says, " Come out from among them and be ye separate and
touch not the unclean thing." What inclined you, and influenced
you, thus to act, and to look to Jesus as your ouly hope and your
only refuge 1 How came it thus to happen 1 Who made this difference. There certainly is a difference hetween men upon the earth.
Some have no concern at 3,11 about their souls; nay, they have a
secret dislike to Jesus, which they would express if they were permitted,
but the Lord lays His mighty hand upon them in His mercy to keep
men down from expressing what they really feel in their hearts, of
enmity towards the disciples of Jesus Christ. Men in general do not
act in the manner we have been describing in explaining this passage.
No; it is a matter of fact, it cannot be denied, that they are seeking
this world, and that if they can obtain its pleasures, honours, profits,
they desire no more. Well, then, how came this difference 1 This is
a question which it is very easy to answer. St. Paul asks two questions
which (as it were) answer themselves. Says he, "Who maketh thee
to differ 1" He makes no answer himself; the question, as it were,
returns an answer, "Who maketh thee to differ 1 "-why, it is God
only, that has made you to differ. And then he says again, " What
hast thou that thou didst not receive 1" No answer again; it may
be implied; 1 have nothing that is spiritual good for my soul and
my everlasting salvation, but what 1 have received from the eternal
God. Oh! of this you may be assured, that the Holy Ghost would
never have shown you your danger and misery on account of sin,
the spirituality of the law, and Jesus Christ as a sufficient and suitable
Saviour, had He not loved you with an infinite, free, and everlasting
and distinguishing love before the foundation of the world-had He
not loved you before you were born. There is a very remarkable
expression (and a very endearing one), which our Saviour addressed
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to His disciples in the days of His flesh, and it is equally addressed
to every disciple in every future age; He says, " As the Father hath
loved Me, so have I loved you." What a grand expression-" As the
Father hath loved Me!" Who can say how the Father has loved
His Only-begotten and infinitely beloved Son ?-but whatever that
love may be, Jesus has loved them with exactly the same love. "As
the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you." There are three
peculiar properties belonging to the love of the Father to Jesus-or
to His Son God-man. And what are they? Why they are these:
It is· an everlasting love; and then it is an infinite love; and thl'n
again it is a productive love. The love of the Father is an everlasting
love-from eternity past to eternity to come. And such is the love
of Jesus to everyone that is His; He loved thee from all eternity
past, and He will love thee to all eternity to come. And then the
love of the Father to the Son is an infinite love; there is no fixing
any bounds to it; like Him whose love it is, it is an infinite love.
And so is Christ's love to us: oh! how we err whenever we doubt
His love! and how much ought we to be ashamed, that we ever have
a desponding or a dejected thought! His love is an infinite love.
And then it is a productive love; the eternal Father sent Him forth
"manifest in flesh," that He might accomplish salvation and bring
thereby to Himself an infinite and everlasting revenue of glory and
honour. Now Jesus in like manner appeared on behalf of His beloved
people, and accomplished this salvation, as the effect of His everlasting, infinite and productive love. It is an influential love, that
influenced Him thus. Oh! how distant and dark are our perceptions
of this! We see indeed "through a glass darkly"; we see, as it
were, nothing at all of the love of God, nothing compared to the
reality. And yet if we see any thing of it in truth, we see enough to
cause Him to be the object of our affection; and so " we love Him,
because He first loved us."
And then you see in the connection, that you may, while passing
on your pilgrimage and going towards the heavenly land, have some
sweet enjoyment of this. The Church is resting upon the arm of
Jesus for encouragement. These are good words and comfortable
words: the weakest disciple may have some real enjoyment of this,
and you are living below your privileges if you do not seek it, and if
you do not live in some measure in the possession and enjoyment of it.
'For thus the Psalmist speaks: "They shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light
of Thy countenance; in Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day, and
in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." Now something of this
is experienced by them all; and there is even a considerable and
enlarged degree to be possibly experienced. You find the Psalmist
praying in like manner: "Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us," and then he says that shall put gladness in his heart,
more than the men of the world are glad when their possessions and
worldly things increase-" more than in the time that their corn and
their wine increase." And you see St. Paul in possession of this,
•
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when he says, " He loved me "-bringing it home it himself (and this
will endear the Saviour to you, whenever you can bring this into your
experience and have ground to hope it is true)-" He loved me and
.gave Himself jar me." You have not need to search the Lamb's book
{)f life and read the records of heaven to know this; consider what
He says: "Come unto Me" and" him that cometh I will in no wise
<:last out." His making this promise gives you warrant and sufficient
Scripture warrant to conclude yourself (if you are really seeking Him)
·interested in Him and in His great atonement and all the vast and
rich blessings thereof.
But there is another view in this chapter in St. John, to which we
just now referred you. The Lord there says: "These things have I
spoken unto you" (that is, respecting the Father's love to Him and
His love to His people), "these things have I spoken unto you, that
My joy might remain in you and that your joy might be full,"
evidently implying that that which is the joy and rejoicing of the
believing sinner's heart is the joy and rejoicing even of the great and
dear Redeemer Himself. The joy is mutual. While the believing
sinner looks to the Saviour, and rests Himself upon Him, and exults
in the hope of union with Him and interest in Him, the Saviour is
" rejoicing over him with joy and resting in His love" towards him.
Oh! there is such love in the heart of Jesus, that the highest archangel before the throne cannot comprehend it-and that to every
individual that belongs to Him and is seeking Him in simplicity and
truth. There is such love in His heart, that it is said it has" heights
and lengths and breadths and depths "-and of what description 1
Why, such as "pass knowledge "-pass all human understandingand (we venture to say without hesitation) all angelic understanding,
the understanding of all the holy angels that are before the throne.
.And, therefore, it cannot be a matter of astonishment to us, or to any
that have" tasted that the Lord is gracious," that Jesus is here styled
the " Beloved" of His people.
There is a very awful word in Holy Scripture, where it is said:
"If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema,
Maran-atha." It is a very awful word. Now how can they love
.Jesus, who are trampling His laws under their feet 1 How can they
love Jesus, who will take this sacred portion of His Holy Word, and
.make the abominable use of it that some have done, and that (it is to
be feared) some do to this. very day 1 How can they love Jesus, when
there is in them no real desire to serve Him and glorify Him 1 But
" if any man love· not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema,
Maran-atha." It is not a denunciation, so much as a prayer to God
to fulfil His own denunciation. "Let him be accursed at the coming
.of the Lord! "-that is the meaning. And so he ought to be.
(To be continued.)
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" The way of Cain."-JuDE H.
THE history of the first two sons of Adam and Eve is very instructive.
We have it in the fourth chapter of Genesis. We are told that Abel
was" a keeper of sheep," and Cain waR" a tiller of the ground." At,
probably, the appointed time, they both brought offerings to the
Lord. Cain brought" of the fruits of the ground," and Abel brought
" of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thtreof." "And the
Lord had respect unto Abel, and to his offering; but unto Cain and
to his offering He had not respect," probably showing His acceptance
of Abe!'s offering by fire Divinely sent, as in other instances (sce
Lev. ix. 24, etc.).
What was the'reason why God accepted Abe!'s offering, but rejected
Cain's ? Wc learn the reason from Heb. xi. 4: "By faith Abel offered
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained
witness that he was rig):J.teous, God testifying of his gifts." Divine
instruction must therefore have been given as to the way God should
be approached, and acceptably worshipped, namely, by animal sacrifice
-the death of the animal typifying human desert on account of sin,
as also the substitution",ry death of the Redeemer, Who gave His life
a ransom for many."
This muat have been the case, for faith is founded upon what God
has said. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God" (Rom. x. 17). Abel believed God, and, "By faith offered a
more excellent sacrifice than Cain." Cain believed not, but " turned
to his own way," and brought an offering of his own choice. Hence
the former, and his offering, were accepted, but the latter, and his
offering, rejected. That this was so, appears, further, from the gracious
way in which the Lord expostulated with Cain. When Cain was
angry, and showed his anger in his countenance, the Lord said to
him: "If thou doest well" (by worshipping in the manner I have
appointed) " shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well "
(by disobedience to My injunctions in this respect) "sin lieth at the
door" (a sin-offering, as the Hebrew word means, is at hand). But
Cain heeded not. The history informs US that in his anger, and,
doubtless, pride and jealousy, he slew his brother. The Apostle John
tells us what was the root cause of this first murder. "Not as Cain,
who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore
slew he him? Because his own works were eAJil, and his brother's
righteous" (1 John iii. 12). These works, undoubtedly, are those
specified in the history, the acceptable offering by Abel, and its rejection
by Cain. This was the first rise of religious hatred and persecution,
which has wrought such havoc through all the centuries (see Matt.
xxiii. 35).
. The Apostle Jude, describing the last days, says: "Woe unto them!
for they have gone in the way of Cain" (verse H). "The way of Cain"
H
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is to despise God's way of salvation, redemption by the death of Christ,
and to trust in one's own good works and merits to find acceptance
with God. But," By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in His sight" (Rom. iii. 20). Salvation is " not of works lest
any man should boast" (Eph. ii. 9).
But the glad tidings of the Gospel is: "God hath made Him to be
sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
"BY THESE THINGS MEN LIVE."
" For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might
redound to the glory of God. For which cause 10e faint not,. bUl
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed
day by day. For our light affliction, which is IYllt for a l1wmellt,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ,.
while we look not at the things which are seen, &ut at the things whieh
are not seen,. for the things which are s~en are temporal,. &ut the
things which are not seen are eternal."-2 COR. iv. 15-18.
THESE five words, " By these things men live," from Isa. xxxviii. 16,
have started such a chain of Scriptures in my heart that I want to
pass them on to my readers just as they were presented to me, believing
that they are Spirit-prompted and pleading for His accompanying
blessing.
" By these things men live." What things? The everyday trials
and trifles. The things that perplex and trouble and irritate. The
things that we say ought to have been, and might have been, avoided.
In fact " all sorts of things" (Ezek. xxvii. 24), things truly" of the
common sort" (Ezek. xxiii. 42). Really everything and anything!
" By these things" the Lord's children grow in grace. "All these
things" that nature in the patriarch Jacob mistakenly averred were
" against" him (Gen. xlii. 36); "all things" that grace in the Apostle
Paul aright avowed will" work together for good" for the believer
(Rom. viii. 28). However adverse and untoward "these things"
appear to the eye of sense, instead of destroying life, in reality they
materially foster it. "These things "-the discouragements, the disappointments, the drawbacks which seem to thwart life-are truly the
things which increase vitality, involve prosperity and ensure progress.
Oh! to learn to praise for, instead of rebelling at, "these things"
that exclude stagnation and death. Self in every form is so apt to
come to the fore, much as we desire to disinherit, and strive to annihilate
it. Physical weakness and physical infirmities and influences too, are
ever ready to add their quota, and seem to fetter our spiritual growth.
But that is not the will of our God for us; we are to " live" by " these
things," not die through them! The power of His life in us is sufficient to cope with them. "This is the victory that overcometh ••.
even our faith." He causes us to triumph by abiding in Him. He
teaches us the two-fold experience, " Without Me ye can do nothing "
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xv. 5) ; "I can do all things through Christ Which strengtheneth
me " (Phil. iv. 13). Thus we come to find that by the patient bearing
·of " these things" which are so hard to the flesh, we " live "-grow,
thrive, press on spiritually. "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
-death of His saints" (Psa. cxvi.15). "Precious," yea, very" precious
in (His) sight," is the daily" death" of the old nature in the child
o{)f God-the " death" of the old nature in the renewed man. For
°the more we die, the more we live; the more we live, the more we
die-one of grace's paradoxes! We live because we die, we die because
we are" alive unto God"; and the longer we live, the more we should
·die. "His eye seeth every precious thing" (Job xxviii. 10). He sees
-and appeciates, if one may reverently use such a human word about
our God, all the awful struggle and all the intense pain that this
undying daily "death" causes us. Yet if we are His Own bloodbought, blood-washed children, " we know that all things work together
ior good" throughout our life walk, and we further know that" He
hath done all things well" (Mark vii. 37). Hence we firmly believe
,that" all things" arranged on His map are" well," little though we
<:an understand either the route itself or its circuitous windings. Here
we do not understand all its intricacies, or the needs-be for all the
-delays and difficulties of the journey. But it will all work out well
in the long run; and when we arrive at the terminus, we shall fully
'understand why we were brought Home so apparently strangely.
lIere both faith and patience are ofttimes severely tested; there
.sight and knowledge will illuminate the enigmas that perplex and
puzzle us now. Yet even here faith enables us to declare: "I esteem
all Thy precepts concerning all things to be right" (Psa. cxix. 128).
" This thing is from Me" (1 Kings xii. 24). Again it applies to
anything and everything, "all sorts of things" and things "of the
·common sort"! Every conflict, every care, and every cross that
,touches us is really" From Me," our loving Heavenly Father. We
.are intended by our God to take every separate" thing," whatever
it is and however it tries us, as " From Me." It is such a help if we
·can only forget the human element and reckon each " thing" as it
·comes, His. Do we not daily ask Him to give us grace, patience,
humility, unselfishness, and so on 1 Very well, then He sends and
, ·controls the "things" that are to test us-the very "things" that
will produce tbe very virtues that we so ardently pray may be perfected
.in us. In fact, all the til'esome " things" that come hourly, are simply
-the answers to our prayers. Because they give us the opportunity
to cultivate these graces that we desire to possess-they are all "from"
'Him to enable us to live unto Him. Verily they do make us " live" !
For there can be no life without movement, no growth without animation, no progress without conflict. His grace is more than a match for
,all these earthly" things." While we are learning to bear them in
His strength-the little every-day annoyances, the irritations to our
-temper, the crossing of·our plans and wishes-we" live"! It is the
barrier to our own way, the stopping up of a pleasant path and the
27
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call instead to unloved and unliked service-" these things" increas!>
our spiritual life if we receive them "From Me." Why 1 How r
Because" He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself" (PhiL
iii. 21). "Able . . . to subdue all things," even our ungovernable
selfwill, our arrogant disposition, our uncontrollable passion, and our·
unmanageable rebellion when His is not our will. "He is able" to
do all this in us and for us. "For in Him we live and move and hav!>
our being." He can give us bearing and forbearing grace under the
most trying circumstances, for each circumstance is His" thing," not.
ours. But it means endless watchfulness and contention on our part.
" For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other; so that ye cannot·
(easily) do the things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17). If, however, we
unceasingly contend" against the flesh" in His might and by the power
of prayer; and put on and perpetually wear the whole armour of
God, we "live." "The things that" we would" do," can be accomplished by the grace of God. But if, on the other hand, we meet·
" these things" in the spirit of rebellion and doubt, murmuring and
impatience, it will inevitably deaden our life and stunt our growth.
It must be one or the other. Oh! Beloved, which is it in your life
and mine 1 May it constantly be rapid and visible growth.
" Thou shalt not do this thing" (Jer. xl. 16)-any " thing" that is.
displeasing to our Jehovah God. How often we are tempted to "do
(some) thing" that is contrary to His revealed will, that will certainly
dishonour our profession and not glorify Him. How often we are·
tempted by one" thing" or another. Then comes His loving admonition, " Thou shalt not do this thing," and verse 3 gives us a word of
salutary warning: "Because ye have sinned . . . therefore this thing
is come upon you." Sin elicits chastening to bring us back to Himself;
and also to bring us back to holiness of life and practice. What a
mercy that His love and tenderness are infinite. For we are such
naughty, trying children! Where should we be if His love to us
were less 1
" I know the things that come into your mind, everyone of them"
(Ezek. xi. 5). To me it is an unutterable comfort that nothing is
hidden from the Lord. Even the very "thoughts" that one is so
painfully ashamed of, one really prefers that He should know, and is
glad that He does. For He knows the frailty of our frame, and He
will neither overestimate or underestimate one single thing. Besides.
we have not only His assurance of His knowledge of everyone of our
thoughts, we have also His assurance of His knowledge of His thoughts
about us. Hence we have a double comfort. Not only does He tell
us as above, "I know the things that come into your mind," but,
further, "I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the
Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end" (Jer. xxix. 11). All His thoughts toward us are loving thoughts,
in spite of our unspeakable sinfulness, and our incessant sinful committals. But the evil is to have an end, and the peace ill to triumph.
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" I will utterly consume all things" (Zeph. i. 2), that spoil and mar
my children. "They shall gather out of (My) kingdom all things
that offend," or as the Greek reads, all " scandals" (Matt. xiii. 41).
Nothing detrimental to His glory must remain. Nothing to shock,
nothing to blemish will be permitted to stay to sully the heart of
one of His own beloved children. "The idols He shall utterly abolish"
(Isa. ii. 18), whatever those idols may be, whatever their so-called
loss may cost us. They must not offend any longer, they must go
out and be kept out, they must undergo an hourly" end," an hourly
" death" in the life of the child of God. And many a pang it will
cause us! Yet in all our agony over the prevalence of sin, we can
still look up to our God and say with the penitent Peter, " Lord, Thou
knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee" (John xxi. 17).
" The things concerning Me have an end" (Luke xxii. 37). These
words spoken by the Head of Himself are necessarily true of the whole
body. As regards the Lord Jesus Christ, His whole" end," His one
aim in life and death was undoubtedly our redemption. His" end"
was completed on the cross when He gave Himself for us. As regards
us, the "end" is two-fold. The present "end" is to purify and
perfect us, the other" end" is its termination. Earthly discipline is
after all only temporary, it will at last have a final" end" ceasing
suddenly in each one of us. "For surely there is an end; and thine
expectation shall not be cut off" (Prov. xxiii. 18). In a moment, by
transition or translation, the " end" will come. By transition when
our body will " be changed" at the coming of the Lord; or by translation if we pass out of the body by death. We shall not all go through
the pangs of death, but we shall all pass into a "changed" body,
immortal, incorruptible-whether we are quick or dead-when our
Lord Jesus Christ comes again. This is the glorious " expected end,"
which He promises to " give" to us (Jer. xxix. 11). "I will cry unto
God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me" (Psa.
lvii. 2). Even as " He is able . . . to subdue all things," so He is able
to perform" all things." His Spirit in us is perfecting us daily in His
sight, and His coming for us is daily drawing nearer. May His whole
" end" for His Church soon be gloriously and completely fulfilled.
May He speedily and literally soon " show unto His servants things
which must shortly come to pass" (Rev. i. 1).
ELEANOR

CONYERS

BOWER.

New Eltham, S.E.9.

JUST ENOUGH OR TOO MUCH.
" IT is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem," Jeroboam said to
the people, and they listened to him and followed him. They forgot
and despised all the commandments of God and all that God had done
for them, and they were left to the idolatry of their own hearts and
to their own choice of easier' things. They went as their king told
them and worshipped in places and at times ·devised by the one" who
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made Israel to sin," who taught them to think that the Lord's yoke
was grievous and His burden heavy. Was it too much for them to
go up to Jerusalem 1 So they sought to save their lives and all was
.Iost. It sounds like the same sort of temptation that the devil brought
to the Lord when He began to show to His disciples that He must
suffer and be killed, in the same Jerusalem that Jeroboam had closed
so long before to the Israelites. "That be far from Thee, Lord, this
shall not be unto Thee." Pity Thyself, said one of His precious
disciples and friends, blinded and guided by Satan as an angel of
light. But the Lord rebuked him, such are the things that savour of
men, not of God. Any man, Jesus said, that would come after Him
must deny himself, take up His cross and follow Him. Whosoever
will lose his life for His sake, must go up with Him to Jerusalem.
There was the will of God to be fulfilled, and the work, the work of
Christ, to be finished. May we then, with the Lord, losing our life
find it when He comes again in the glory of His Father with His angels.
" Arise and eat," said the angel of the Lord coming to Elijah for
the second time and touching him: "Arise and eat, for the journey
is too great for thee." And Elijah had thought so and had wanted
to die. He was weary of his solitary testimony, weary of the idolatry
of his people, and he was now spent and frightened by the tyranny
and cruelty of Jezebel. His strength was gone; his courage failed;
his .labours and burdens exhausted him. This was Elias who came
to the Holy Mount and spake with the Lord of the decease which
He was to accomplish at Jerusalem. Moses also was there, and
the light of God shone out of heaven upon them. Moses also
had known the day when he said, "I am not able to bear all this
people alone, because it is too heavy for me." And the Lord had
compassion, showed compassion rather, for He ever has it. He wjll
not alway be chiding. Comfort and reassurances and Elisha were sent
to cheer the prophet Elijah. Seventy elders, endued with wisdom, were
sent to help the lawgiver with more promises and strength. For the
Lord Himself an angel was reserved to strengthen Him in Gethsemane.
These things are written for our instruction. "There hath no temptation taken you," the Apostle said, " but such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, Who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it." It was not too much for Job that
after the loss of all his property, his children, and his health, he must
endure the draggings of his wife, the taunts of his friends, and the
tossings of his own mind. It w"s not too great an exaction that God
made on Abraham's faith, nor too great a responsibility and labour
that fell to Joshua, to Gideon or to Samuel. Joseph's imprisonment
was not too long, nor Paul's shipwrecks too complete. The conspiracy that was headed by Ahithophel was not too great for David.
The provocations of Peninnah against Hannah ceased at last. Each
and everyone of them would say in the end and through the tender
mercy of God, "Thou Who hast showed me great and sore troubles
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shalt quicken me again. Thou shalt increase my greatness and comfort
me on every side." "0 how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast
laid up for them that fear Thee, which Thou hast wrought for them
that trust in Thee before the sons of men."
There were those in the days of the wilderness journey that rebelled
against Moses and Aaron. They said, " Ye take too much upon you,
. seeing all the congregation are holy." Is this the suggestion that comes
still from the bottomless pit to stay the praises, shake the confidence,
and darken the joy of the saints of God? Paul perhaps would answer
as in the 12th verse of Col. iii., where he speaks to the elect of God,
holy and beloved, exhorting them to remember their high and heavenly
calling in love and humbleness, meekness and forbearance. Theirs
were all the promises and performances of God, Who loved, redeemed,"
and quickened them. Theirs were all things in heaven and in earth.
In His great love wherewith He loved them, Christ was their Redeemer,
and the Holy Spirit would be their guide even unto death. The day
will come when they shall have had enough (the Lord Himself will
say BO) of all the Borrows and burdens that sin has entailed upon them.
Until then, they will have His own appointments of providence and
of grace. He that gathereth much will have nothing over. He that
gathereth little will not lack. Then they will go into the holy city,
and publish with the restored, happy, and perfected Gadarene, how
great things the Lord has done for them.
FOLLOWER-ON.
SEPARATED.
MORE and more clearly the people of God are enlightened to see in
these God-dishonouring days that there must be definite separation
from the world. As we see the day approaching we perceive more
distinctly the awful world wickedness in every form, in every department of life, in every part of the world, in every class of people. And
as we discern we tremble for the judgments that are surely coming
even on the way now. The terrible doings and apostasy and presumption to-day are heaping up wrath against the day of wrath. The
Lord's people stand aghast at the sight. Their righteous anger is
kindled. The apostasy iB Ba vast, so varied, so complex in every
direction that we feel as if enclosed in a net. But He, the Omnipotent,
is mightier than the enemy. He will keep us out of the net and
compass us about with songs of deliverance. Oh, dear children of
God, when these things" begin to come to pass, lift up your heads, for
your redemption draweth nigh." The signs which herald the approach
of terrible judgments herald also the coming of the Lord of Love, our
heart's desire, and" the beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by
Him." So fear not, fear not, abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
Under His shadow is great delight as well as absolute security.
In the beginning there was separation, distinction, division. Note
in the creation God divided the light from the darkness. He divided
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the waters which were under the firmament from the waters that were
above the firmament. Moreover He said, "Let there be lights in
the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night." Then
as time went on He " put a division between" ilis people and the
Egyptians very markedly in His dealings. All throughout He divided
ilis separated people, ilis separated nation, ilis separated sons from
the world. "I am the Lord your God which have separated you
from other people." "Ye shall be holy unto Me . . . I have severed
you from other people that ye should be Mine." Mine. "My beloved
is mine and I am His," we respond with heart fervour. "My vineyard
which is mine is before me." We are ever in His sight and care.
" They shall be Mine in the day when I make up My jewels." And
He works for His people with great deliverances. "Touch not 1\fine
anointed and do My prophets no harm." Oh! beloved reader, " He
that toucheth you toucheth the apple of ilis eye," so sensitive is He
to all that concerns you.
Thus with the coming judgments. He will take His Covenant
people to ilimself. They shall be called up to meet Him in the air
along with the dear redeemed ones gone before, and with Him they
will rejoice. For ilis joy is our joy. ilis indignation is our indignation. So in the day of ilis vengeance, "The Lord shall cover him all
the day long." "He shall cover thee with ilis feathers." "I have
covered thee in the shadow of Mine Hand." "He covered me with
the robe of righteousness." Just think, dear reader, of these coverings. Time 1 "All the day long." Wherewith 1 "His feathers."
Where 1 "In the shadow of My Hand." How? "With the robe of
righteousness." The righteousness of Christ, " Clothed in beauty not
my own." ilidden with Christ Himself. "Your life is hid with Christ
in God," and so you are the righteousness of God in ilim, and thus
" Beyond the reach of harm." Thus we behold ilis righteous dealings
on the earth, one with Him in suffering, in rejoicing, in victory.
" Oh the joy to see Thee reigning,
Thee, my own beloved Lord 1"

Separation 1 Yes, there will be separation then, separation unto
Him, separation with ilim, but not separation from Him. "'Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ 1" Certainly in that day, the day
of retribution, His beloved will be gathered unto ilim and there will
be fullness of joy in His presence.
A few weeks ago I was in a small English town in the south-west,
wherein stands a monument to one who defied God, telling a lie and
asking Him to strike her dead upon the spot, if she were not telling
the truth. . He granted her prayer, she was immediately summoned
from earth to the consternation of all beholders. In this town dwelt
one of God's dear ones with whom I had the privilege of conversation
on the love of God in Christ. Her face beamed as she spoke of ilim.
Her whole joy and life were in ilim. What discriminating love! The
defier stricken in judgment, the beloved of the Lord rejoicing in ilis
truth and faithfulness, recalling many memories of past goodness, and
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jubilant in the bright prospect of glory with Him. Every craving
.satisfied. I thought of the difference the Lord put between the twothe difference between defiance and clinging love.
There are bright lights in the midst of darkness. The Lord beholds
lIispeople, and His eyes are set upon them for good and not for evil.
Not long will He delay His coming. Now it is the testing time, now
,is the time of Satan's fiercest onslaughts, for he knows his time is
.short. But," Thou art Mine," rings in our hearts, and we know He,
the God of our life, the Purchaser of our salvation, will save us. I
was reading an anecdote the other day of a dear old Christian negro
who was tempted by Satan and sorely pressed. In the agony of his
.soul he looked up to the Lord and cried: "Oh, Lord, Thy property
is in danger. Come and save me." It was the cry of the Psalmist
before him, " I am Thine, save me."
You are" bought with a price." You are a " purchased possession,"
." purchased with His Own Blood," and a separated, chosen, precious
possession, " chosen in Him," the beloved Son in Whom the Father is
.always well pleased. "Chosen not for good in me," no, our standing
is not on shifting sand, but on safe ground, on the Rock of Ages, even
-Christ. We are sealed by the Spirit. Beloved of the Lord, He will
never let you go, but" 'Mid flaming worlds 'vith joy shall I lift up my
head." Fear not the desperate assaults of the great enemy, for
"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
He'll never, no never desert to His foes.

That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll nQver-no never-no NEVER forsake."
NETTlE.
HARVEST FESTIVALS AND CHURCH DECORATIONS:
ARE THEY SCRIPTURAL!
By THE REV. DR. H. LINDSAY YOUNG, VICAR OF ST. JOHN'S,
PORTSEA.
'THE decoration of churches and chapels with flowers and fruits of the
-earth, as expressive of thanksgiving to the Lord of the Harvest, is
·becoming exceedingly popular; but the question that arises in the
·mind of a Christian is: Have such displays any countenance from
·the Word of God! It is important to examine the matter.
First, as to floral decorations in connection with Divine worship.
'The only instance found in the Bible is in connection with the worship
-of Jupiter as recorded in Act. xiv. 13-17: "Then the priest of Jupiter,
-which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates,
"'nd would have done sacrifice with the people. Which when the
.Apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran
:in among the people, crying out, and saying, Sirs, why do ye these
things! We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto
:you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God."

·.
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Thus we see that floral decorations in connection with Divine worship'
distinctly belong to the heathen age.
The supreme deity, Jupiter, whom these heathens worshipped, was,.
according to mythology, the brother of Ceres, the goddess of corn,
alias Demeter, Mother Earth; hence the garlands of flowers in con-·
nection with the worship of Jupiter, as expressive of thanksgiving to
him as lord of all. But what was the reply of the Apostles Barnabas.
and Paul 1 "We preach unto you that ye should turn from these'
vanities unto the living God." The apostles immediately turned the
minds of these heathen from their religious worship with floral display
to the living God, Who had given them" rain from heaven and fruitful
seasons, filling their hearts with food and gladness." Thus were the·
minds of these heathen turned away from their mode of rendering
thanksgiving to the harvest deities with dead and decaying flowers,
and their attention was directed to the living God as the source of.
blessing, Who naturally requires worship consistent with His nature.
" God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must. worship Him in
spirit and in truth."
Secondly, as to the fruits of the earth being offered to God as expressive of thanksgiving, it is imagined by the advocates for such offerings'
that they are justified by Holy Scripture, as they regard them in the
light of Jewish first-truits. They quote Deut. xxvi. 2: "Thou shalt·
take of the first of all the fruits of the earth, which thou shalt bring of
thy land, that the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shall put it in a basket,.
and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God shall choose to
place Him name there." But any careful reader of this verse will see·
that such first-truits are commanded to be taken "unto the place
which the Lord thy God shall choose to place His name there." This.
place could only be the Temple in Jerusalem (2 Chron. vi. 20): "That.
Thine eyes may be open upon this house day and night, upon theplace whereof Thou hast said Thou wouldst put Thy name there."
Now if the first part of the verse requires to be literally carried out
to-day, why do not the pleaders for the presentation of first-fruits
literally carry out the later part of the command, and take their fruits
to Jerusalem and present them in the temple there, if they can find it 1
Where is the consistency in attempting to carry out the first part of the
regulations and omitting to fulfil the latter 1 Does not the verse
teach us that, since there is no Jewish temple to receive the first-truits,
and no land of Canaan in possession of the Jews to yield the first-truits,
such regulations belong to a dispensation which is past and gone 1
Let us, however, go a step further back to the original command with
regard to "first-fruits." Turn to Exodus XXll. 29, 30: "Thou shalt·
not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the
first-born of thy sons shalt thou give unto Me. Likewise shalt thou do
with thine oxen, and with thy sheep; seven days it shall be with his.
dam; on the eighth day thou shalt give it Me." Hence we see thatthe original commands were not limited to the first of the ripe fruits,
but that Israel was also commanded to offer the first of his liquors-,-
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that is, oil and wine-as produce of the land. In verse 30 we find a
similar command concerning the oxen and the sheep, and this is equally
as binding as the preceding verse, for it is introduced with the word.
"likewise." The young of the oxen and the sheep were to leave their
respective dams after seven days, and on the eighth to be given to the
Lord. Again we ask, where is the consistency in attempting to obey
the command with regard to the first of the fruits, and omitting as of no
importance the equally binding regulations, and part and parcel of the·
same command, with regard to the first of the liquors and the first of
the cattle 1
Surely it is " great perversion of Holy Scripture to turn a place of
worship into a horticultural show, alleging the Divine institution of
such a show without, at the same time, making it an exhibition of oil
and wine and also of cattle. How diflerent was the manner in which.
the Jews presented the first-fruits of the harvest in the Temple!
Instead of the modern display at the harvest festival, one single sheaf
was waved before the Lord on the morrow after the Passover Sabbath.
(Lev. xxiii. 10-11). This was intended to be a type of the crucified
and risen Christ, of Whom the apostle declares: " Now is Christ risen
from the dead and become the firstfruits of them that slept." Is it·
not blasphemy when the type has been fulfilled in the risen Christ to
copy from a Jewish ordinance with such a designed siguificance 1 Why
not to-day go back to Judaism at once, and ofler a lamb, notwith-·
standing the fact that the Lamb of God has been oflered once for all 1
In point of time the oflering of imaginary first-fruits at the modern
harvest thanksgiving is entirely wrong, for such a service, being at the
end of harvest, constitutes last fruits rather than first-fruits. If,
however, people desire to return to the Jewish methods of expressing
harvest thanksgiving, they should really keep the feast of tabernacles,
which was the feast instituted by God to be observed when the.
Israelites had" gathered in the fruit of the land" (Lev. xxui. 39--40),
and consistently such Judaizers ought to dwell in booths or tents
seven days.
But the principle for which the martyr Stephen died, decisively
proves that the coming of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was to
put an end to all the Jewish rites: "This Jesus of Nazareth shall
destroy this place, and shall change the customs (rites) which Moses
delivered us" (Acts vi. 14). This is the truth enuncia.ted in the New
Testament, and fully argued out in the letter to the Hebrews, where
it is shown that the whole of the Mosaic ritual was temporal and
transitory unt,il Christ should come. The sand-glass of tiroe for these
rites and ceremonies ran out its last grain when Christ appeared and
finished His work, for He fulfilled the types in Himself, and inaugurated
a new and higher dispensation, which is entirely spiritual in its
character.
The direct contrast between the old and new dispensations may be
seen in the twofold division of the Bible into the Old and New Testaments. With regard to the former, the ceremonies are distinctly
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described as " carnal ordinances," imposed on the worshipper " until
the time of Reformation." But Christ being come, He has inaugurated
" a new and living way," He has ratified by His blood a new Covenant
in which all blessings are secured by Himself, the surety, and He has
:revealed a new way of spiritual worship consistent with the character
of the new dispensation.
In our Lord's conversation with the woman of Samaria, He tolls t.he
death-knell of the former state of things, and declares that" the hour
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.
God is (a) Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth." Such a revealed regulation concerning worship
:repeals the former, and settles the character of the new, allowing the
would-be worshipper no other choice but that which the will of God
has made; therefore all other worship not in harmony with the above
principle is will-worship. Consistent with this announcement, no
place of worship or bnilding can claim a monopoly of the Divine
Presence. In fact, in the New Testament, since the destruction of
the temple no material building is ever called" the house of God" :
therefore the plea for decorating a Church because it is " the house
-of God" falls to the ground, there being no such place to. decorate.
The term" house of God" belongs exclusively to the spiritual people
who only are called" the house of God," and where these liviug souls
are gathered, the presence of the Lord is vouchsafed in the midst.
Consistent with this fact the way of expressing thanksgiving can only
be spiritual. "By Him, therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise
to God continually: that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
name." The New Testament supplies no other regulations as to
thanksgiving, and to invent a way of our own outside the beaten track
which God's saints have trod, and to improve upon" spiritual worship,"
is simply will-worship and a revival of the heathen manner of expressing
thanks to the Giver of all. The only material things, as outward and
visible signs instituted by Christ, are water and bread and wine, and
to excced these limitations is to proceed on a principle which is
dangerous and capable of expansion ad infinitum, according to the
eccentricities of man and the varieties of climate. Further, can it be
doubted that the real decorations of " the house of God" are not the
decaying fruits of a blighted earth, strangely inconsistent with the
spiritual worship of the living God, but the" fruit that shall remain,"
even the sheaves of living souls patiently waiting their removal to the
heavenly garner 1 Meanwhile, let us " walk by faith, not by sight."
Now in these days when the unevangelized condition of the masses
is so deplorable, and calls for real Gospel work amongst them; in
these days when the soul-winning labourers are so few, is it not a sinful
waste of time and energy to spend four or fiye days on the decoratiou
of a Church with the decaying fruits of the earth, and will not such
wasters be held responsible for the sin 1 Is it indeed for the glory of
God to choose our own way of pleasing Him 1 This specious plea, " the
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glory of God," has been and is the plea for some of the worst follies and
fashions of so-called Christianity, but if carefully analysed will be
found to be largely composed of the ingredients of self-will instead of
God's will. It is said that Church decorations are necessary in order
to draw a congregation, but be it remembered that the only attraction
revealed in the Bible is in the words of Christ, " I, if I be lifted up, will
draw all men unto Me," aud it is contrary to the spiritual teaching
of the New Testament to turn aside to discover attractions outside.
The injurious effect of this pandering to the taste for novelty in religion
was lately illustrated by the following incident, which occurred in
London. An infidel was passing a place of worship, and seeing a bill
on the door announcing one of these new kind of attractive services,
exclaimed in the hearing of a well-known minister, "Their Christ is
played out! "
But what is the origin of harvest festivals and church decorating
with fruits and flowers? It is a solemn fact that they are traceable
to the deadly plan of the Ritualists for Romanizing our country. Snch
novelties in worship are enumerated-by the writer of a well-known
letter from a leading Puseyite clergyman which appeared in the
Ritualistic press some forty years ago-among other agencies for
educating the public for" Catholic Practice." He adds the reason,
"The service is generally a musical one, the village Church is sure to be
decorated with flowers and fruits for the occasion." Thus harvest
festivals as we now see them were introduced for the express purpose
of accustoming the people to the ornate Ritual of Rome.
,
It is generally urged as a plea for harvest decorations that the fruit
and flowers are for the benefit of the poor. But such a plea will not
bear a moment's close examination. Everyone knows that the virtue
of fruit and the beauty of flowers depends on their freshness; and the
moment they are separated from the parent stem they begin to lose
vitality and freshness, and a process of decay sets in. Where, then,
is the real consideration for the poor to distribute decaying fruit and
-flowers, after being on show in the polluted atmosphere of a Church
for several days? The fact is, those articles are really wanted for the
purpose of decoration, in order to make a show: and the securing of
this object is covered under the plea for the poor.
Is not such a proceeding more or less of a religious fraud? Does not
this really amount to obtaining articles under false pretences? It is
such inconsistency, and hypocrisy in religion that produces infidelity, for
any thinking person will look below the surLace and see the hollowness
{If such a plea.
The following extract from Our Own Gazette, August, 1895, is a
sensible rebuke of those who justify church decorations because of their
final disposal to the sick :FRESH FLOWERS.

Mi88 Gordon-Cumming writes of the delight with which a
hospital nurse received a large box of fresh flowers, and adds :-

•
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" If only people in the country wonld send them thus, instead of
despatching hampers of decayed church decorationsPicked on Friday;
Decorating-day, Saturday;
Festival, Sunday;
Packed in hampers, Monday;
Received, Tuesdayfor Hospitals, where only freshest flowers are admissible."

In many cases the harvest decoration craze is becoming a painful tax.
on the purse, for in localities where there are no gardens, it means·
purchasing fruits and flowers at a neighbouring greengrocer's to satisfy
the persistent appeals of those who get up Church decorations.
I will now close with the following remarks from the gifted pen of
Miss Havergal, who puts the question in the true light, and shows that
the modern decorationists are, alas! hinderers, .and not promoters, of
spiritual worship. She writes :-.
. "When our young friends use their taste and skill in what seems, on
the surface of things, a sacred work-the beautifying of God's sanctuary for a religious festival-do they ever consider that, whatever
the theoretical aim may be, the practical is necessarily and distinctly
temptation---temptation, moreover, in exact proportion to the taste and
skill displayed 1
" The experience of every honest conscience shows that when we,
who naturally love all that is beautiful, enter into a Church beautifully
decorated, the temptation to wandering eyes and thoughts is just in
proportion to the exquisiteness and elaborateness of the decoration.
. "We have come to seek Jesus, looking away from all else unto Him.
At once our eye is caught by an elegant festoon, a singnIarly effective
twining of a pillar or peeping out of a moulding, a charming device in
the reading desk, and a novel arrangement of the panels of the pulpit.
It is all lovely! Much prettier than last year! The general effect is
so good! and so on.
" Suddenly we remember what we came for, and we make a great
effort to turn away our eyes and fbe them on Jesus only; but the
other things have entered in, and when we again look up to meet the
smile of the Prince of Peace we find there has been :J. something
between.
" Our eyes have involuntarily been turned away from' the Kiug in
His beauty' to the passing prettiness of garlands and wreaths. The
dilemma for the decorators is, do they wish their work to be looked at
and admired, or do they not 1 If not, why put it where it must attract
the eye 1 But, if they do, let them remember that the mind cannot
be equally occupied with two things at the same time, and that the
momer,t speut in admiring gaze on the graceful work cannot be spent
in adoring gaze, spiritually, on the Lord of Christmas, the altogether
lovely One."
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"THE SEA SIDE."
of my young readers, I suppose, would be able to turn to the
words-" the sea side" in their Bibles. You will find them in Matt.
xiii. 1 and Mark iv. 1. In the first case we read-" The same day
went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side," and in the
second case-" He began again to teach by the sea side."
I hope that many of you have had the opportunity of going fora
holiday to the sea side. It has been my happy portion, and I have
looked with interest on the faces of large numbers of young people,
all evidently bent on having what they call a good time. One could
not look at them all with pleasure. It was sad to see some young
folks so utterly careless in dress and manner that there could be no
doubt of their being amongst those who are described in Ephesians ii.
as " without God in the world." It specially saddened me t,o see a
girl of sixteen standing chatting with friends on a Sunday afternoon
with a cigarette in her hand. I could not help thinking what must
be her future unless the Holy Spirit in His mercy and grace speaks
to her soul.
All kinds of people must have passed before the Lord Jesus Christ
as He sat by "the sea side." It is delightful to read that" great
multitudes were gathered together unto Him, so that He went into
a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore." You.
can easily imagine the whole scene. Doubtless there would be young
people amongst the m.ultitude. The Lord from His position in the
boat began to teach the people, first giving them that wonderful
parable of the sower, which would show them how thoroughly He is
acquainted with every condition of the human heart, and with all
the hindrances to the bringing forth of " good fruit." Not that the
people generally understood the meaning of the parable, for we find
His disciples asking for instruction about it later on, when the Lord
graciously explained it in all its details.
.
We learn from the Gospels that the Lord Jesus was frequently at
" the sea side" during His earthly ministry. On one occasion as He
was standing by " the sea side" we read in Luke v. 1. that" the people
pressed upon Him to hear the word of God."
Another time He was walking by the sea when He noticed Peter
and Andrew casting a net into the sea, engaged in their work as fishermen. The Lord evidently spoke direct to their hearts when He said
to them-" Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men," for we
read" They straightway left their nets, and followed Him." How
abundantly the promise was fulfilled to them we see in the New Testa·
ment, and there is still no other way of becoming fishers of men
than by following the Lord Jesus Christ.
Continuing His walk by "the sea side," the Lord's searching eyes
fell on James and John, who were with their father Zebedee mending
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their nets in a boat, and " He called them. And they immediately
left the ship and their father, and followed Him."
The Lord Jesus is still calling out His followers. Has He called
you, and if so is your response such as pleases Him 1

E. A. H.

<!torref.iponbener.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-A godly distributor working amongst sailors writes,
" I sincerely thank you for the most useful parcel of Gospel literature
just received. I am always pleased to distribute that which has a
definite message of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour." It is a joy
to me to be able through the kind help of friends to place in the hands
of such distributors magazines of truth for the use of sailors. To
spread the truth of God amongst our soldiers and sailors is truly a
blessed work. We need help again and again from our friends, and
parcels sent to our address, carriage paid, will be warmly welcomed.
21, Fi~field Street,
Yours sincerely,
Totterdown, Bristol, August, 1926.
R. E. BRIDER.
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THE Scriptures are much more like a work of nature than a work
of art; much more like a landscape than a building. Things spring up
where we cannot see the reaSOll why they are there, rather than elsewhere, while everything is in its right place.-Dr. C. Hodge.
THAT righteousness, by which we are accounted righteous before
God, is the effect of His (Christ) being obedient unto death, of His
obedience to the preceptive part of the law, which was His fulfilling the
righteousness of the law, and of His obedience to the vindictive part
of the law, which was His bearing the curse of it.-W. Romaine.
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liJrnrestant 15eacnn.
WHAT A ROMANIZED PRAYER BOOK MAY MEAN FOR
EVANGELICAL CLERGY.
THE following valuable criticism is from the leading article of The
English Churchman for July 8th last :" We turn now to the second plea so frequently put forward by the
advocates of the proposed revision. The use of the new book, they
say, will be perfectly optional. It is intended only for those who
may like it; no one who dislikes it will be compelled to adopt a single
line of the changes it contains. All they ask for, so they tell us, is the
fullest toleration for both sides, the concession to themselves of the
freedom of choice that they gladly accord to others. This is as it may
be. Theoretically, of course, the use will be permissive, not obligatory;
but in practice it might be far otherwise. Short of actual compulsion,
there are many methods of pressure that might be employed to secure
the adoption of the revised Prayer Book, if once it were legalized.
Ominous hints of such pressure have already been thrown out, and
they form a dark background to the bright picture of absolute liberty
that has been cleverly displayed to catch the public eye. That,
however, is not the only, or the most important, question. Even
supposing that the use of the new Prayer Book could be strictly
optional both in theory and practice, the doctrine that it would
embody could not be similarly regarded. Mass vestments and reser-'
vation of the sacrament, for example, signify and involve unscriptural
and false teaching. They could not be permitted by law, without the
legalization also of all that they imply. If what they imply were to
become the authoritative doctrine of the Church of England, then
Evangelical clergy and laity would be forced either to acquiesce in
manifest untruth, or to fight against it and incur the stigma of lawbreaking, or to secede from the Church altogether. It is futile to
speak of free choice in connection with a change that would have such
consequences. Nor would it be less foolish to trust sacerdotal intoler.ance, when it comes preaching toleration. The fact is that we are
confronted with a most serious state of affairs, which no amount of
plausible talk can really minimize. We are called upon to consider
it in the light of the Bible and the history of our country, to see the
priceless possession which we are in danger of losing, and by renewed
prayer and effort to contend for it to the last."
WHAT! shall we not dogood works, will some say 1 Yes. Work
from life, but not ior life. You cannot work any thing acceptably,
until you who were dead in trespasses and sins be quickened, and when
you are made alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord, then you
will study to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful
in every good word and work.-W. Romaine.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

ON Tuesday, July 20th, an interesting service was held at the Hornsey
Rise Home, when the John E. Hazelton Memorial Building was publicly
opened. The building, which supplies a need long felt for the suffering and infirm inmates of the Home, will acco=odate twenty-two
'patients in two wards on separate floors. Modern sanitary appliances
·on hospital lines have been installed, and the portion of the old building
adjoining has been remodelled for the accommodation of the Matron
and nursing staff, and there are also provided single bed wards for
spinal cases, patients' day room, and necessary offices.
Sir Thomas Inskip presided over the meeting, and in his opening
remarks referred to the devoted service and Christian character of
:Mr. Hazelton. His memory would remain fresh and fragrant to
;all who had been associated with him. Addresses, suitable to the
-occasion, were given by the Revs. J. H. Hallett, J. P. Wiles, M.A.,
and T. Houghton, and by Messrs. Warburton (Hon. Solicitor to the
Society) and F. T. Bartlett, all of whom had enjoyed the privilege of
being associated with Mr. Hazelton.
To the regret of all, Lady Augusta Inskip was unable to be present,
but Mrs. Douglas (sister of Sir Thomas Inskip) had kindly responded
to the invitation to open the Memorial, which she did in a few appropriate words, after which the singing of the Doxology terminated the
proceedings.
Meetings in the interest of the Society will (D.V.) be held as follows:
On September 14th, Sale of Work at Tunbridge Wells; 29th, Service
at Zoar Chapel, Hounslow; 30th, Eden Chapel, Cambridge; on
October 1st a Sermon will be preached by Dr. Unmack, at St. Mary
Woolnoth, Lombard Street, at 7 o'clock.

t{ebiews Rub jll,otices of 15ooh.
We have received THE FINAL DOOM OF THE DEVIL, being chapter v.
-of The Satan of Scripture, by the late Rev. James Ormiston. The
whole work is admirable.
We have also received PAPERS FOR CHILDREN by the Rev. James
Willoughby. These are on Hope, Love, and Assurance.
Both the above pamphlets are published at 4d. each, post free,
.and may be had from the Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage,
98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.
From the Protestant Truth Society comes PROTESTANT ARROWS.
'These consist of texts of Scripture for each day of the month opposing
the errors of Sacerdotalism. It may be had from 3 and 4, St. Paul's
-Churchyard, London, E.CA. Price lid., post free.

