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•• Who comforteth us in a.1l our

"RECEIVED UP INTO HEAVEN."
" So then after the LORD had spoken unto them, He was received up
into heaven, and sat on the right hand of GOD, And they went
forth and preached everywhere, the LORD working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following."-MARK xvi. 19, 20.

EVERYTHING which is recorded of our LORD JESUS CHRIST is full
of deep interest to the members of the LORD'S family. They read
with deep interest the records of His birth, His life, His testimony,
His death and His resurrection from the dead. They also are
deeply interested in His ascension into heaven, and His session at
the right hand of GOD, and they look forward to the time when He
will return and welcome all His people unto Himself.
Three things are said of our LORD in the passage we have selected
as the basis of our Family Portion. We are told of His reception
into heaven, of His session at the right hand of GOD, and of the
work which He is now carrying on through the agency of His
disciples.
1. First, let us think of His reception into heaven.
. After He had said all that He intended to say to His apostles
the time came when He must leave them. Accordingly," He was
parted from them" and " received up into heaven."
As GOD He had always been in heaven and everywhere else;
"heaven was His throne; but as man He had never been anywhere

370

•

The Gospel Magazine

but in Palestine, and during a brief space He was also in Egypt,
in consequence of Herod's intention to destroy Him.
Now, in bodily form, in the very same body which was crucified
and which rose from the dead, "He was received up into heaven.'"
That, too, will be the portion of His believing people. He has
gone into heaven partly to prepare a place there for them, and He
has promised to come back for them, and to receive them unto
Himself, that where He is, there they may be also. That is their
blessed hope. In accordance, therefore, with His great promise
they that are His at His coming, will be changed or raised from
the dead, and then they too, in resurrection, incorruptible and
immortal bodies, will be received up into heaven, and will be for
ever with the LORD. They are begotten unto an inheritance which
is "reserved in heaven" for them (1 Pet. i. 4). He is their Forerunner. His presence in heaven is the pledge that they, too, will
eventually be there. The Head must needs have the members
with Him. "To be in CHRIST is the source of the Christian's life ;
to be like CHRIST is the sum of his excellence; and to be with
CHRIST is the fulness of his joy" (Dr. C. Hodge).
, The LORD was received up in glory. He vVho was manifested
in 'the flesh was "received up in glory" (1 Tim. iii. 16, R.V.).
Glory and splendour characterized Him as He entered heaven.
His body now is called" the body of His glory" (Phi!. iii. 21, R.V.).
He had prayed, "Now, 0 FATHER, glorify Thou Me with Thine
Own Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world
was" (John xvii. 5). In answer to that prayer He was" received
up in glory." His FATHER received Him into heaven, "and set
Him at His Own right hand in the heavenly places." It was the
FATHER Who "highly exalted Him." Now, as a result of His
being" received up in glory," we see Him "crowned with glory
and honour" (see Ephes. i. 20; Heb. ii. 9).
The everlasting doors of heaven have been lifted up, and the
King of glory hath entered. The LORD strong and mighty hath
conquered death, and hath brought to nought him that had the
power of death, and He Himself hath been welcomed to the glory
which He had with His FATHER ere the world was.
Glory will also appertain to all His redeemed people. The GODof all grace hath called them "unto His eternal glory by CHRIST
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JESUS." They are to be with CHRIST where He is, and to behold
His glory (see John xvii. 24). When He shall appear they" shall
~ppear with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4).
." He Who came to save us,
He Who bled and died,
Now is crowned with glory
At His FATHER'S side.
" Never more to suffer,
Never more to die :
JESUS, King of Glory,
Is gone up on high."
Is it not an immense joy to us to know that He Who was despised
and rejected of men is now " crowned with glory and honour " ~
The FATHER hath exalted Him, and hath given Him a name which
is above every name.
He is,
•
" The joy of all who dwell above;
The joy of all below,
To whom He manifests His love
And grants His name to know."

-

For the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross, despising
the shame, and we His people rejoice that we have a SAVIOUR who
was received up into heaven.
2. Secondly, let us think 0/ His session at the right hand 0/ GOD.
That is a position 0/ rest. By sitting down it is implied that His
work of redemption was finished and completed. The work -of
Jewish priests was never finished. They stood daily ministering
and "offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins. But this Man (CHRIST), after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 0/ GOD . . . .
For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified" (Heb. x. 11-14). The sacrifices offered by Jewish
priests were only typical. They could not take away sins. They
could not secure pardon for the sinner. If they had been efficacious
they would have ceased to be offered, " because that the worshippers
once purged should have no more conscience of sins." The Jewish
priest therefore did not sit down. 'He went on standing and offering
sacrifices till the antitypical PRIEST came and offered Himself once
for all as an efficacious sacrifice. This PRIEST, Whose priesthood
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is not transferable, offered Himself once for all. As a result, GOD
says of those whom' He represented, "Their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more," and we read, " '¥here remission of these
is, there is no nwre offering for sin" (Heb. x. 17, 18).
As CHRIST'S one offering had secured the eternal justification of
all His people, there was no need for Him to repeat it. Hence
He sat down. Let us glory in that great truth. Our great HIGH
PRIEST hath " by Himself purged our sins," and therefore He " sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high" (Heb. i. 3). His
session at the right hand of GOD points to completed redemption.
He hath obtained " eternal redemption" for His people.
It is also a position of h01wur and glory. GOD, His FATHER, hath
highly exalted Him. He hath " set Him at His Own right hand in
the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in
this world, but also in that which is to come: and hath put all
things under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things
to the Church."
We, His people, thus" see JESUS crowned with glory and honour,"
and we fall down before Him in adoration and praise. We bless
His name that He humbled Himself even unto death to secure our
eternal salvation, and we rejoice that He is now" set on the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens" (Heb. viii. 1).
This is likewise a position of authority and power. The apostle
says He "is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of GOD;.
angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto Him"
(1 Peter iii. 22). Thus, as He said Himself, all power is given unto·
Him in heaven and in earth. All authority over angels, fallen and
unfallen, and over men is given unto Him. He is Head over all
things for the benefit of His Church. Is there anything, therefore,
that He cannot do for His people ~ There is no limit to His power,
and He 'Vho wields this almighty power is the SAVIOUR, the
REDEEMER, and the FRIEND of His people. He is able to succour
them by His sympathy, by His power, and by His providential
workings on their behalf. Look up, then, ye children of GOD. He
Who has all authority in heaven and in earth is your REDEEMER
and FRIEND. He is on your side. He can be touched with the
feeling of your infirmities. Hc loves you. You are precious to
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His heart. He is able to save you completely. He ever lives to
make intercession for you, and He will be with you always even
until the end of the age.
3. Thirdly, let us think of His preslmt operations.
Though He is absent in body, He is nevertheless present by His
SPIRIT with His people. After His ascension, His disciples, in
obedience to His command, " went forth, and preached everywhere,
the LORD working with them, and confirming the Word with signs
following."
.
Thus the ascended LORD wrought with His witnessing servants.
He was with them, by His SPIRIT, when they preached everywhere.
They were endued with power from on high, power dispensed to
them by their ascended LORD. Wherever they went He went also,
and wrought with them. Through Him they were strengthened.
He, by His SPIRIT, wrought in them both to will and to do of His
good pleasure. He made their testimony a means of blessing.
They preached repentance toward GOD and faith toward our LORD
JESUS CHRIST, and He bestowed these blessings on the objects of
His mercy. (See Acts xx. 21; v. 31; Ephes. ii. 8.)
At Jerusalem it was He Who "added to the Church daily such
as should be saved" (Acts ii. 47). At Antioch "the hand of the
LORD was with them: and a great number believed, and turned
unto the LORD" (Acts xi. 21). At Philippi we read of Lydia,
" whose heart the LORD opened, that she attended unto the things
which were spoken of Paul" (Acts xvi. 14).
At Iconium we read of His servants that for a " long time therefore abode they, speaking boldly in the LORD, Which gave testimony
unto the Word of His grace, and granted signs and wonders to be
done by their hands" (Acts xiv. 3). In like manner the ascended
LORD still works. The promise of His presence holds good to the
end of the age. It is He Who said to Paul, "I am with thee, and
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in
this city" (Acts xviii. 10). He is responsible to gather out His
sheep. "Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold. Them
also I must bring." He is still seeking and saving His lost sheep.
He works with His sent servants-, and COnfuIllS the word of their
testimony. Then it is that the Gospel comes to men not in word
ouly, but in power, and in the HOLY GHOST.
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Let us rejoice, then, that our adorable SAVIOUR is now in heaven,
that the highest place that heaven affords is assigned to Him, and
that He is still by His SPIRIT always with His people, strengthening
them, comforting them, upholding them, guiding them, and using
them as instruments of blessing to those given unto Him by His
FATHER.
WhitingtQj~

Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
•

DOCTRINAL STANDARDS.
WRITING in his Diocesan Ohronicle, the Bishop of Chelmsford says:
" It does not seem to be quite clear to everyone that the new Book is
not to become one of our doctrinal standards. Holy Scripture, the
Creeds, the Thirty-nine Articles and the present Book of Common
Prayer are in their several ways the doctrinal standards of the Church
of England, and so they will remain. Nothing will be taken away
from them, nothing will be added to them, by the passing of the new
Measure. As is stated in the preface, the Bishops in presenting the
Book in its final form to the Church, have had no intention of changing
the doctrine of the Church of England." In making a statement like
that the Bishop himself is by no means clear. If the changes and
additions contained in the revised Book are authorized by Parliament
and receive Royal Assent they beco!lle ipso facto part of the legalized
teaching and practice of the Established Church. Anyone lllay appeal
to them for proof of what that Church allows or disallows. For
example, it is well known that Reservation is now illegal and contrary
to the standards specified by the Bishop, but if the new Book is
authorized Reservation will thereby be made legal, and its use will be
authoritatively sanctioned. Thus the old law will be overridden by
the new provision. It may be true that the Bishops had no intention
to change the doctrine of the Church of England, bnt the point of
importance is not what they intended bnt what they have done. Notwithstanding all that is said to the contrary, it is quite certain that if
their work passes Parliament the Church of England will be committed
to a different standard of doctrine from that which it possesses to-day.
-English Ohurchman.
should never yield to temptation on the ground that the sin
to which we are solicited appears to be a trifle (merely eating a forbidden
fruit); or that· it is but for ONCE. Remember the ONE offence of one
man. How often has.a man, or a family, been ruined for ever by ONE
sin! "-Dr. O. IJoilge.
. "WE
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.

.vI.

THE QUESTION OF SECESSION.

" A nd the priests and the Le:vites that were in all Israel resorted to
him (Rehoboam) out of all their coasts. For the Levites left
their suburbs and their possession, and came to Judah and
Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from
executing the priest's office unto the Lord. ..• And after them
out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek the
Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord
God of their fathers. So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah."
2 CHRONICLES xi. 13-17.

THE very serious situation which may arise if the revised Prayer
Book becomes legal is seen in the fact that many clergymen may
"feel conscientiously bound to sever their connection with the
Church of England. Large numbers of their congregations may
also feel bound to take the same step. Already some clergy have
publicly announced that if the new Book passes Parliament they
will feel obliged to secede. In the case of others the conviction is
growing upon them that secession will be the·only course consistent
with the teaching of Scripture.
Only recently a Prayer Conference was held at St. John's Memorial
Hall, Harborne, Birmingham, when amongst other declarations
twenty clergymen signed the following appeal:"We therefore call upon all Evangelicals, both clergy and laity,
seriously to consider the question of secession, seeing that the
Church of England would have ceased to be a Protestant Church."
Bishop Knox sums up his views on " Our Duty at this Crisis" by
saying: "I do entirely believe that the Deposited Book will
ultimately make ministry in the Church of England, and in time
membership also, impossible for conscientious Protestants, but at
the same time I am equally clear that for the sake of our congregations and of the future of Protestantism, it is our duty (1) to make
no decisions until the Deposited Book is accepted, and (2) if it
should be accepted, to wait upon God till He shall send such
powerful leadership and clear guidance as will make separation
from a Romanizing· Church a step towards the consolidating of
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Protestantism as a spiritual force both at home and abroad. When
God calls, He will provide the Leader."
V{e quote these words, not because we endorse them all, but as
showing how a former Bishop of Manchester is being led in the
direction of secession. He has a keen and penetrating mind, and
he sees that the passing of the Deposited Book by Parliament will
ultimately lead to secession on the part of conscientious Protestants.
For ourselves, we feel that if God calls to secession, conscientious
Protestants may feel bound to take that step whether a powerful
leader is raised up or not, and whether such a step will make for
the consolidating of Protestantism as a spiritual force or not. But
this by the way.
The same highly-esteemed Bishop Knox (for whose faithful stand
at this time, though in his eightieth year, we are all profoundly
thankful) wrote in a letter to the Times (July 14th, 1927): "If the
Deposited Book is accepted by Parliament we shall have to ask
ourselves whether we, holding this view (that it was ' the spirit of
error which led the Bishops to their conclusions '), can continue
membership or ministry in the Church of England."
Another quotation shows how the minds of many of the clergy
are seriously agitated by the present situation. The Rev. C. M.
Chavasse, Rector of St. Aldate's, Oxford, and a son of Bishop
Chavasse, has written: "I must leave the Church of England, in
which I have been born and bred, and which I have ever counted
it my highest privilege to serve, if ever, as regards the Alternative
Prayer of Consecration, I am called upon to declare that, , I believe
the doctrine therein contained to be agreeable to the Word of
God' " (quoted in Letter in the Times, July 18th, 1927). Even if,
however, the Declaration of Assent would only refer to the old
Prayer Book, all clergy who remained in the Church of England
would belong to a Church which in Mr. Chavasse's view allowed
doctrine which was not agreeable to the Word of God.
An important Conference of clergy and laymen, representative
of all parts of England, was held at Islington under the presidency
of the Rev. W. H. Hinde (Vicar of Islington) on July 14th and 15th,
1927. At that Conference the following important resolution was
passed :" Recognizing the extreme gravity of the situation produced by
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the vote of the Church Assembly, and that at any moment the
development of that situation may seem to compel a decision as to
whether it is possible to continue in the ministry or remain within
the Co=union of the Church of England, this Conference very
earnestly and urgently calls upon all Evangelical Churchmen everywhere to continue instant in prayer, and not to make such decision
without frank and open common counsel and full assurance of
God's guidance."
This resolution shows that the possibility of secession is recognized. That no such step should be taken without careful and
prayerful study of the Word of God for Divine guidance all will
agree. Moreover," frank and open common counsel" may issue
in clearer apprehension as to the teaching of God's Word at this
crisis. It should be borne in mind, however, that ultimately each
man is responsible to God alone for the action he takes. That is
to say, he ought not, as has been suggested, to subordinate his
conscientious convictions to the advice of a majority, unless he is
convinced that that advice is " agreeable to the Word of God."
A Member of Parliament has recently announced his intention
to secede if the new Prayer Book is passed by Parliament. Mr.
John R. Remer, M.P., writing in the Times on July 12th last, says,
in reference to Lord Wolmer and his friends, "Perhaps they may,
when voting themselves, remember that they will be driving me
and many others against our will out of the Church in which we
were baptized, for which we have given loyal and ungrudging
service, and which we love. I say this after mature consideration,
because I cannot remain a member of a Church which proposes to
abandon its character gained with so much suffering at the
Reformation."
We would now ask the attention of our readers to some arguments for and against secession which have lately been used or
which may be used. It is important to remember that we have
not passed this way heretofore. We are face to face with an
altogether new experience. For a great number of years earnest
Protestant and Evangelical men have protested against the
sacerdotalism which has grown by leaps and bounds since the
Oxford Movement began. It never occurred to them that illegalities
in doctrine and ritual, of which Anglo-Catholics are guilty, would
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be legalized. Now they are face to face with that possibility, and
the minds of good men are greatly agitated as to whether or not
they should remain in the Church of England if the Bishops' Book
is legalized.
1. First, then, let us notice some of the arguments against secession.
(1) We are told that we shall not be obliged to use the New Book.
It is permissive only and not compulsory.
The Archbishop of Canterbury says that " It seems quite clear
that" "assent to the Book of Common Prayer" does not involve
" assent to the new Prayer Book." There will be "no obligation
stated or implied on the part of the subscriber, that he intends to
use" the new Prayer Book (Record, July 14th, p. 515). In spite
of this statement, however, there seems to be a contradiction
between Section 10 of the Measure and Section 2 (ii) (c). More{)ver, we understand that the Archbishop has admitted that it the
old Prayer Book is reprinted by itself-a thing which appears
doubtful-a number of new rubrics will form a part of the old
Prayer Book and" shall have effect as if the same were contained
in the Book of Common Prayer." Moreover the revised question
to Deacons will certainly form a part of the old Prayer Book.
Thus when the Declaration of Assent to the old Book is made by a
dergyman the people may have in their hands the old Prayer Book
with the new modifying rubrics. That will, to say the least, be
very confusing.
These new rubrics allow Mass vestments, wafers, and prayers
for the dead.
Further, there is every reason to believe that most Bishops will
use the new service at Confirmations whether Evangelicals like it
or not. One Bishop has already done this before the Book has
passed Parliament.
Moreover, the new Book will almost certainly be used in all
Anglo-Catholic and Liberal Evangelical Churches, both at seaside
resorts and in towns and villages, and large numbers of people who
cling to the old Book will be conscientiously bound to cease attending a Church of England place of worship. As most of the Bishops
nave voted for the new Book, and as they claim that they need it
to restore order in the Church, they will doubtless use all their
influence to have it adopted in all parishes. Then what about
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Ordination Services in Cathedrals ~ Already Mass vestments are
illegally in use in eight Cathedrals, viz., in York Minster, Rochester,
Winchester, Truro, Chester, Salisbury, Chelmsford, and Wakefield.
(See article in The Sign, by the Rev. C. B. Mortlock, January, 1926,
p.4.) We may be sure that in these and other Cathedrals the new
Communion Service with its false teaching will be used. How can
any Evangelical candidate for the Ministry be ordained under such
circumstances ~
Even if a clergyman in charge of a parish can go on using the
old Book, large numbers of parishioners will have no such choice.
The new Book will be used and they must put up with it or secede.
The Bishop of Worcester, in a letter to the Times of July 20th,
speaks of the difficulty which confronts the four dissentient Bishops.
Their clergy may legally adopt the new Co=union Service against
which these Bishops have voted, and when one of these Bishops
visits a Church where the new Book is in use, the Bishop of
Worcester asks, "Must he not either connive at and take part in
that from which he conscientiously dissents, or cease to function ~ "
(2) We are told that the Thirty-nine Articles are still the standard ot
doctrine. Hence we may rightly remain in the Church of England.
But the Articles have been, no doubt designedly, omitted from the
Deposited Book, doubtless because they contradict its teaching.
Moreover, as the Bishop of Birmingham has pointed out, the logical
result of the new Book will be the" Catholicizing" of the Articles
to make them square with the Deposited Book. There is abundant
proof that the Articles will in due course be revised as well as the
Prayer Book. Some say, if the Articles are touched then we will
certainly secede. In that case they would leave their buildings
and their flocks. It might be said that if it is wrong to leave our
buildings and our flocks now, it would be equally wrong to do so
if the Articles are altered. In fact, we might easily persuade ourselves that secession is never right under any circumstances.
There is always danger in allowing the consequences of a right
action to weigh with us. Surely if God in His Word clearly calls
us to secession we should leave all consequences in His hands.
(3) It is said if we secede we -should be leaving our flocks to be
shepherded by unsound men.
But in many cases, especially in large towns, the flocks would
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secede too, and would rally round a faithful minister who might
still proclaim the Gospel in the same neighbourhood, only in
another building. In any case, if Scripture plainly teaches secession
the consequences should not concern us. The Lord's sheep are
not dependent solely on under-shepherds. Each sheep can say,
" The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want."
(4) It is said we should be leaving btlildings and endowments worth
millions 0/ pounds.
That is not a consideration which should weigh with a servant of
the living God Who giveth His people richly all things to enjoy.
Amaziah was likely to lose a hundred talents by his sinful alliance
with Israel, and when he expressed his concern about this loss the
man of God answered, " The Lord is able to give thee much more
than this" (2 Chron. xxv. 9).
(5) It is suggested that though much error had crept into the seven
Ohurches in Asia, the Lord said nothing about secession.
We would suggest that the cases are far from analogous. The
seven Churches in Asia were miniature Churches of God, and no
believer can secede from the Church of God. Secession from the
Church of England is secession from a human organization. It is
not secession from Christendom even, and it is certaiuly not
secession from that "Church of God which He hath purchased
with His Own blood." Besides, may we not be sure of this, that
if false teachers were permitted to preach in any of the assemblies
of Asia, all Spirit-taught believers would turn away from them?
The Churches in Asia were not allied to the State. No Prayer
Book containing false doctrine was imposed upon them by sacerdotal Bishops. If such a thing had taken place, we think that
a godly remnant would have separated themselves from those who
sought to compel conformity to error.
(6) We are told that though evils prevailed amongst the Jewish
leaders neither our Lord nor His apostles seceded. They still went
to the Temple.
But the temple with its altars, sacrifices and priesthood were all
Divinely ordained. It is true they were only temporary. But
until it became fully clear that our Lord had taken away the first,
that He might establish the second, neither He nor the apostles
would secede. The Prayer Book of the Church of England is of
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human ongm. It is a human document. To secede from
"ordinances of Divine service, and a worldly sanctuary" (Heb.
ix. 1), which had been Divinely" imposed on them until the time
of reformation," would have been contrary to God's will, until the
time came for His people to go forth unto Christ without the camp
bearwg His reproach. (See Heb. ix. 10; xiii. 13, 14.)
But to secede from the use of a human document into which
doctrines and practices, not agreeable to God's Word, have been
introduced, is surely a duty. Our point is that there is no analogy
between secession from a Divinely-ordained arrangement for
worship, and secession from a visible Church which legalizes error in
doctrine and practice.
2. We would now draw attention to some of the arguments which
may be used in favour of secession.
(1) Our chief argument is that the Word of God condemns all alliance
with idolatry.
In saying this we would not be misunderstood. We are, with
many others, prayerfully studying the Word afresh that we may
ascertain, under the teaching of the Spirit through the Word, what
is the mind of God as revealed in Scripture on this great matter
which now agitates many godly minds. If it should clearly appear
from the Word of God that our present thoughts on this subject
are erroneous, then we trust the Lord would give us grace to
abandon them. At present, however, it seems to us that if this
Deposited Book is accepted by Parliament all ministers who
remained in the Church of England would be in legal alliance with
idolatrous teaching and unscriptural practices.
It is said, is not that true now .~ In reply we would say that the
present Prayer Book does not legalize Mass vestments, prayers for
the dead, the doctrine that the Lord's Supper is a sacrifice, Transubstantiation, and the practice of Reservation, with the idolatry
which accompanies that practice. We think that if all Bishops
and clergy were true to their ordination promises they would be
true successors of our Protestant and Evangelical Reformers.
Their teaching about sin, free will, justification, election, and other
great truths would be in harmony with Scripture and the Thirtynine Articles. Their teaching about the Lord's Supper would be
as simple as is the teaching of Scripture on that subject. We
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who seek to be true to Scripture, and the principles of the Reformation, are not responsible for what we regard to be the false teaching
of many of the Bishops and clergy.
1£, however, this new Book has the force of law, then the Churclt
of England will cease to be "the Protestant reformed religion
established by law." The very doctrine against which Cranmer,
Ridley, Latimer, and Hooper, and many others laid down• their
lives, will be given legal sanction by the Parliament of this
Protestant kingdom, and all who remain in membership of the
Church of England will be in legal fellowship with idolatrous
teaching and practices. That is our humble view of the matter.
Now it seems to be incontrovertibly true that God's people
should not be in alliance with idolaters.
An outstanding illustration of this truth is the case of J ehoshaphat.
First he joined affinity, entered into a matrimonial alliance, with
idolatrous Ahab. This led to most disastrous results. in regard to
the kingdom of J udah in the reigns of J ehoram and Ahaziah. (See
the record of the reigns of J ehoram and Ahaziah, 2 Cltron. xviii. 1 ;
xxi.; xxii.)
Next, Jehoshaphat pledged himself even before seeking Divine
guidance, to go forth with Ahab against Ramoth-gilead. "I am
as thou art, and my people as thy people," he said.
Then, in spite of Divine guidance given tltrough the prophet
Micaiah, J ehoshaphat united his forces with an idolater. He
allied himself in battle with an idolatrous king. He nearly ·lost
his life as a result, and would have done so had not the Lord intervened to save him. ·When he returned to Jerusalem he was rebuked
for his sin. "Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that
hate the Lord? Therefore is wrath upon thee from the Lord"
(2 Cltron. xviii.; xix. 2).
We submit that we have here a principle for our guidance. We
do not say that Anglo-Catholics are idolatrous precisely in the
same way as was Ahab, but we say they are idolatrous, and idolatry
is sin whatever form it takes. The devil is likened to a serpent and
a roaring lion. He is also likened unto " an angel of light." He
is still the devil and an enemy of God and of His people, whatever
form he takes. Alliance with the devil when he professes to be
" an angel of light." is just as sinful and perilous as alliance with

!
..,

1
•
,

1
•

•
I

•

•

i

•

The Gospel Magazine

383

him as a serpent or a roaring lion. In like manner alliance with
educated and professedly Christian idolaters is just as sinful in
God's sight as alliance with heathen idolaters. Idolaters of whatever name are to be avoided. " Flee from idolatry," not join forces
with it, is the apostolic injunction. "Little children, keep yourselves from idols" (1 Cor. x. 14; 1 John v. 21).
J ehoshaphat found it hard to break loose from the sin of allying
himself with idolaters. He joined himself with "Ahaziah, King
of Israel, who did very wickedly. And he joined himself with him
to make ships to go to Tarshish," and a prophet came to him and
said, "Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord
hath broken thy works. And the ships were broken, that they
were not able to go to Tarshish" (2 Chron. xx. 35-37). Alliance
with idolaters is clearly a sin, and no blessing can be expected
. from the Lord if we are guilty of it. Sin in the camp is sure
to be followed by Divine judgment.
The New Testament teaches the same truth. We are not to be
unequally yoked with unbelievers. There can be no fellowship
between light and darkness, no agreement between the temple of
God and idols. "Wherefore, come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing."
Idolatry is a work of the flesh. We are to touch it not. It is
unclean. We are to "cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." (See
2 Cor. vi. 14-17; vii. 1; Gal. v. 19, 20.)
We think that in the apostle's teaching, in the sixth chapter of
2 Corinthians, we have principles to guide us now in the present
situation. We are to "mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which we have learned, AND AVOID
THEM." Such men" by good words and fair speeches deceive the
hearts of the simple" (Rom. xvi. 17, 18). Avoid such men, not be
in legal alliance with them, is the teaching of the inspired apostle.
" Withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly."
" If any man obey not our word by this Epistle, note that man, and
have no company with him, that he may be ashamed." "A man
that is an heretic after the first- or second admonition reject."
" If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive
him not into your house, neither bid him Godspeed.: for he that
0
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biddeth him Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds." "I have
written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a
brother be .... an idolater; with such an one no not to eat."
(See 2 Thess. iii. 6, 14; Titus iii. 10; 2 John 10; 1 Cor. v. 1l.)
These passages, we believe, contain principles for our guidance
now. We think that they teach that we cannot scripturally ally
ourselves with men who will be legally allowed, ,if the new Book
passes into law, to teach and practise what we believe to be
" idolatry, to' be abhorred of all faithful Christians."
(2) We would next point out that if this Book becomes legal, Evangelicalism will soon die out in the Church of England. No welltaught Evangelical young men will then enter the Ministry of a
Church which has apostatised from Reformation principles. A
prominent Churchman wrote to us recently, saying, "It seems to
me that" (if we remain) "we should be officiating at the slow
process' of the internment of Scriptural Evangelicalism in the
Church of England."
(3) We would say that this new Prayer Book is a development of
the great apostasy from God's truth predicted in Scripture, and we cannot rightly have fellowship with apostasy from the truth of God.
(4) Lastly, it would seem that God is calling out His people from atl
the denominations.
Modernism and worldliness, as well as sacerdotalism, are playing
havoc with the various Churches. It is becoming a very rare thing
to hear the pure Gospel in any of the denominations. May not
God be providentially separating His true people and bringing them
out from the evils which abOUnd in all the Churches 1
The secession of priests, Levites, and pious Israelites from the
idolatry established in the northern kingdom of Israel by Jeroboam
suggests principles' for the guidance ef God's people now. They
suggest, too, that if we go forth unto' Jesus without the camp we
may have to' abandon our possessions, our homes, our incomes,
and other ea·rthly comforts. Let such" as set their hearts to seek
tIre Lord God of Israel" definitely consider whether Scripture may
not be teaching them to refus'e at all cests to be allied' with legalized
idolatry.
.

WhitingtOri VWarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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WELLSPRINGS.
•, Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the
greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast f01yiven this people, from
Egypt even until now."-NUMBERS xiv. 19.
THERE are seasons in life, and stages in our pilgrimage, when it is good
to "set up waymarks, make high heaps: set the heart toward
the highway, even the way which thou wentest" (Jer. xxxi. 21).
-" Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan" (Joshna iv. 9)
to memorialize "the place where the priests' feet stood firm";
Samuel set up his Ebenezer between Mizpeh and Shen, as a witness
that" Hitherto the Lord hath helped us " (1 Sam. vii. 12) ; Moses was
commanded of Jehovah in leading forth the children of Israel, " And
thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness to humble thee and to prove tnee,
and to know what was in thine heart" (Deut. viii. 2). So it is right
and good for you and me, beloved reader, to review the pathway of
life; recall some of the marvellous deliverances and providences;
Tecount the tender mercies by the way and encourage our hearts as we
sing in contemplation:
" Kind Author and Ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee for my God, I avow:
My glad Ebenezer set up,
And own Thou hast helped me till now:
I muse on th.. years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast proved:
Nor wilt Thou abandon at last
A sinner so signally loved."
The writer has indeed cause to do this, having been so tenderly and
faithfully led and taught to " despise not the day of small things" and
to remember how God has watched over that day of obscure beginnings, and now constrains the soul in adoration and gratitude to say,
" What hath God wrought" that Wellsprings, which were commenced
in September, 1880, have now attained their forty-seventh year! It
was indeed a time of felt utter unworthiness when a loving, tender,
,and at last constraining request of a beloved father prevailed. Living
in a dry and barren land, and lacking much of a Gospel ministry, he
saw the necessity of studying and meditating the precious Word, lest
-our souls should get barren and our hearts cold to Divine realities.
There was naturally much hesitancy and much prayer that pride should
not find a place; and that, if it were the Lord's will, He would guide
-the heart and dictate the pen arid take all the glory. And then
presently came the word, "Then shall thy light break forth as the
-morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily; and thy
orighteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy
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rereward" (Iso.. lviii. 8), upon which was written the first short article,
and gave many an errand to the throne of grace" That pride itself might fall
And Jesus Christ be all in all:'
Since that day many trials and sorrows have passed over us; varied
have been the experiences in the chequered history along the appointed
pathway. These have doubtless ofttimes suggested and tinged the
message which has been sent forth to "feed the Church of God," and
brought into loving touch and fellowship many beloved readers. Many
have passed over Jordan. Standard-bearers have fallen. The testimony of valiants for the Truth has been silenced by death. Three
beloved Editors, to whom these unworthy papers were humbly submitted, have been called up higher, and many an able and gifted
contributor to the pages of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been translated.
May the grace that endowed and sustained and upheld and encouraged
them to persevere, be granted to the present beloved Editor and his
fellow-helpers, that one and all may enter into the inspiring desire of
the apostle, "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
Now the words given the writer, and which head this paper, came
with gentle and persuasive power whilst reviewing the past many years,
and rejoicing that, however empty we feel, the fulness of the Fountain
is the same and the well is deep from whence spring and bubble up
the living waters which replenish dry and thirsty souls. May the
Holy Spirit, therefore, enable her to write with unction and sweetness
that which shall come as a message of comfort and encouragement to
the hearts of all under our varied exercises and trials of faith.
The history before us is of Israel's ingratitude and murmuring, and
provoking the Lord Who had done such marvellous things for them
in their early pilgrimage. And we read how Moses pleads for the
people. It is the grand language of the servant of Jehovah who casts
himself upon the absolute sovereignty and Divine faithfulness and
mercy of his God. He uses holy argument, and he reminds the Lord
humbly of His past favours and loving-kindnesses. "Let the power
of my Lord be great, according as Thou hast spoken." He declares
what the Lord is: "The Lord is long-suffering and of great mercy,"
etc., and he likewise testifies as to what the Lord has done for them in
-'the past in the language of our text-" Pardon, I beseech Thee, the
iniquity of this people, according unto the greatness of Thy mercy, and
as Thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now." Oh,
what safe ground to plead upon! What uncontrovertible argument !humbly submitted but with faith's sure anticipations, that his God is
not a man to lie. He cannot deny Himself. What He has undertaken He will assuredly perform.
We well know how all true prayer must be accompanied with confession. Sin is ever in us and we are in sin. Sin defiles and sin betrays.
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Our best and holiest is all marred and stained by sin and "nothing
worth." So we come as suppliants and humbly confess our sins, seek
His pardon, and hope afresh in His mercy. "Pardon," pleads the
servant of Jehovah, "Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this
people," and then he pleads that mercy may again be extended to
them who have been" forgiven, until now." Yes, they had been
the monuments of His sparing mercy; forgiven a thousand times over
in all their ingratitude and provocations. From Egypt, even until
now, Thou hast forgiven. Let Thy Divine mercy again come unto us
and forgive as Thou hast done in the past even until now. It is as
though, like the Adrian mariners who " cast four anchors out of the
stern and wished for the day" (Acts xxvii. 29), Moses, too, casts out
four anchors of the soul upon the absolute mercy of Jehovah, and he
will t1'W3t God's love (1 John iv. 10), wait God's time (Lam. iii. 26), hope
in God's mercy (Ps. cxlvii. 11), and believe in God's faithfulness (Deut.
vii. 9).
Are these words encouraging you, poor waiting, longing soul ~ Is
hope re-enkindling in your breast as you add your testimony, I know
He has dealt thus with me, and forgiven me, yes, even me, until now?
Are you thinking of the many times you have sung with His saints :
"And can He have taught me to trust in His Name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?"
Has that ever been the experience of a child of God ~ No, never, nor
will it ever be, but each and all will have proved that He Who began
the good work in the heart will perfect it.
.
The holy and blessed argument of Manoah's wife encourages the
feeblest saint to cling on to Omnipotence. "If the Lord were pleased
to kill us, He would not have received a burnt offering and a meat
()ffering at our hands, neither would He have shewed us all these things,
nor would, as at this time, have told us such things as these" (Judges
xiii. 23).
" If God were pleascd to destroy
Such wortWess worms as we,

Would He have brought our souls to feel
Our sin and misery?
Would He have taul'(ht our souls to pray,
And love and fear His Name;
Should we have wished His I'(race to know,
,V ere we not born again? "
Surely you can plead, as did Moses-" forgiven until now," or you
would long ago have been spurned from His sight and cast awa J from
His presence. But with all your sins and iniquities you have not been
forsaken nor forgotten of your God, and you have been and are forgiven
until now! There is a large field to explore in that word until. Let
us seek to gather a few gleanings from it and may our souls be comforted and strengthened and edified.
Until, or unto, or hitherto! It suggests a faithful past and some-

•

,

388

•

T h"e Gospel

I}! agazine

thing even better to come. "It might be in-,erpreted, as long as,
marking the continuance of one action up to the time of anotheraction" (Bullinger). And it is very beautiful to notice the connection
of its first mention, where the poor fugitive Jacob is so wondrously
encompassed by the precious pronrise of his God, which would hold
good for all his pilgrimage and all the vicissitudes of his chequered life.
See! God meets his servant when he has left his father's house, and
on the way to Padan-aram, gives him a vision in his sleep and speaks
that wonderful pronrise which Jacob could again and again bring
before the Lord, and by wrestling faith hold Him to His engagements,
as it were, with Tho~t saidst! What had Jehovah spoken unto His
servant 1 "And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all
places whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee again into this
land, for I will not leave thee until I have done that which I have
spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxviii. 15). What a grand set-off for the
poor wanderer! And how God fulfilled that pronrise it is our privilege
and encouragement to read, as we follow all the subsequent history of
Jacob's life, and hear him with his dying breath praise "the God
which fed me all my life long unto this day; the angel which redeemed
me from all evil" (Gen. xlviii. 15, 16).
Until! It is a word stamped with Divine authority and sealcd from
the lips of Him Who cannot lie; Who speaks and will make it good
and Who pronrises that which He is alone able and faithful to perform.
It speaks of utter fulfilment of every word that passes His lips_ His
oath binds Him to a perpetual obligation, for He says of Himself,
" Once have I sworn in Mine holiness that I will not lie unto David"
(Ps. lxxxix. 35).
And then there is that word until found in Gen. xlix. 10. "The
sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the
people be." The references here to the" stem of Jesse and a Branch
which shall grow up out of his roots" (Isa. xi. 1), and the proclamation
to the daughter of Zion, " Behold, thy salvation cometh" (lxii. 11),
leave us no doubt as to Whom this Shiloh refers. He alone Who was
to come, to be the Peacemaker, Deliverer, Looser and ReScuer, was
even Jesus, and all events and circumstances were to be under control
to this glorious consummation-" until Shiloh come."
And then have we not another lesson to gather from our little word,
as found in Joshua xx. 6 1 Too large a subject to deal with in this
short space; yet the sweet truth underlies the commanding and
appointing by Jehovah of the six cities of refuge and the safety of the
man who, fleeing to anyone of them, was secured within its walls from
the avenger" until the death of the high priest," and then he went
free. Beloved, has not the death of our great High Priest procured
for us life and pardon and liberty 1
And again, have we not, as it were, heard the words which have
'luieted our spirits and encouraged our hearts to wait and hope on 1
" Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter shall fall,- for
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the man will not be in rest until he hath finished the thing this day "
(Ruth iii. 18). And as Ruth found it well worth her ,vhile in the end
to wait the until of her earthly Boaz, so much more have you and I
found it abundantly well worth while to wait until our Heavenly
Boaz, our Kinsman-Redeemer, arose to finish the thing for us.
The reader has doubtless traversed the subject and thought of the
Psalmist's familiar" until." He was assailed with temptation; he saw
the prosperity of the wicked whilst his own feet had" well nigh slipped."
Mark, to your comfort, dear reader, Asaph cannot honestly say" quite
slipped," although in such a low place and sinking lower and lower in
despondency and faithlessness. But grace in him does not let him go.
He may" fall," but not be utterly" cast down," and he reaches the
wisest of conclusions; and may you and I be constrained to act
similarly, dear reader, when faith is sorely tried and our souls much
discouraged because of the way. Up, my soul! Set aside carnal
reasonings; look not around on all the tumultuous waves of sin and
conflict, contradictions, and all Satan's fierce temptations and insinuations, and do as Asaph did. "When I thought to know this, it was
too painful for me; until I went into the sanctuary of God: then
understood I their end" (Ps. lxxiii. 17).
Reader, everything we seek to solve outside the Sanctuary of God
will prove" too painful" for us. Be it our wisdom and rest, therefore,
to betake ourselves within God's sanctuary, leaving the end of His
enemies to His Sovereignty, and proving that" our expectation shall
not be cut off."
And then there is the encouragement to prevailing prayer. ". Behold,
as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the
eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress, so our eyes wait upon
the Lord our God, until that He have mercy upon us" (Ps. crnii. 2).
It is, as we have said at the outset of these remarks, the waiting in
hope and expectancy, the word" until" marking a. point of time and
little-faith, clinging on and consequently not giving up in despair. It
encourages perseverance in prayer and waiting upon a faithful covenantkeeping God for answer to prayer. Let us seek increasingly the grace
of looking and waiting and watching for His performing hand and
learn, to His glory, how a waiting faith is a higher attainment than a
working faith.
How unsettled was the mind of David and how disturbed his heart
as he said he would " not give sleep'to his eyes, nor slumber to his
eyelids, until he found out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the
mighty God of Jacob." But the" habitation" once found, then sings
King David, " Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness and Thy
saints shout aloud for joy." Oh, thou tempest-tossed one, thou child
.of God, who art walking in darkness and canst perceive no light in
thine heart because of unbelief apd fears, wait and hope on. Thy
mourning will. be turned into joy, when God's purposes are accomplished, and He arises and claims that weary heart of thine, and says,
" This is My rest for ever; here I will dwell, for I have desired it "
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(Ps. cxxxii. 14). The" set time to favour Zion" must be waited for.
The Messianic prophet, in declaring the judgments of God on His
enemies and the blessings to be poured out upon Zion, declared this
same truth, that for every blessing there was a set time, a time to be
waited for, "until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the
wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a
forest" (Isa. xxxii. 15). The judgments of Jehovah, moreover, the
mighty and solemn visitations, were all in the Divine decree to lead
up to this! See the word in the prophecy of Ezekiel (xxi. 27): "I
will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it shall be no more, until He
come Whose right it is, and I will give it Him." So that Jehovah's
absolute sovereignty, long-suffering and forbearance are centred in the
coming of His well-beloved Son Whose right it is, through His own
mediatorial work, to receive the kingdom, and emancipate the people
whom Satan had held bound until the coming of the stronge? Man!
My readers will have doubtless connected with the foregoing remarks
another of the untils of Scripture. The prophet Micah, by holy inspiration, breathes out the inmost experience of every sin-burdened, waiting
soul, when he says, " Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy; when I
fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light
unto me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have
sinned against Him, until He plead my cause, and execute judgment
for me; He will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold His
righteousness" (Micah vii. 8, 9). The deepest-dyed sinner, made
conscious of his need of the Saviour of Sinners; the most distracted and
despairing one who has seen only hell's yawning, waiting to receive
him, will find all his load of sin gone into the depths of that ocean of
love, and his every sin forgiven and for ever blotted out in that
moment when He appears and declares, " Thy sins are forgiven thee,
go in peace." But each and all have to wait that moment, until He
please! We are speaking much of the waiting time of the exercised
family in Zion. But we must not overlook the waiting time in the
Divine decree and purpose of the great Shepherd of the sheep. Jesus,
in Whom all long-suffering was in fulness of perfection exercised and
manifested, spoke of Himself when He addressed the parable of the
lost sheep to the murmuring scribes and pharisees, " What man of you,
having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until
he find it 1 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders,
rejoicing" (Luke xv. 4, 5). That was" the joy set before Him," and
for which" He endured the cross, despising the shame," and in which
fulness of joy He is dwelling now, as He sees another and another of
the blood-washed, ransomed ones brought home to His Father!
And in His last co=and to His disciples ere He, their risen Lord,
was taken up from them, He said, "But tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high" (Luke xxiv.
49). And in humble obedience, in earnest prayerful expectancy, the
apostles obeyed. They gathered together in that upper room at
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Jerusalem and" all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication " (Acts i. 12, 13). "Tarry," said their Lord and Master, and they
obeyed and were in sweet" accord," of one heart and of one mind and
in one place! Oh, what a lesson for you and me, beloved! Would
that we could be more in this spirit and frame of mind! If we could
cultivate more of David's spirit, to go in and sit down-tarry before the
Lord and hear what God the Lord would speak unto us! I believe
the more His children are thus engaged in holy and humble obedience,
the less would they so sadly yield to carping criticism, unholy differences, grievous fault-finding, and unwary words from unwatched lips.
It is when we are tarrying, sitting down before the Lord, that we find
that sweet accord and oneness of heart, and realize His love shed
abroad in our hearts, that we "love as brethren," and" love one
another, even as Christ hath loved us."
But we must draw to a close, although the subject is inexhaustible
and we might refer the reader to many another until. It would form
a profitable study for a Bible reading. When His saints gather around
the table of their Lord, they show forth His death until His coming
again (1 Cor. xi. 26). Then there is the marvellous mercy and longsuffering of our God in delaying the judgment which will overtake
a sinful world, of which the Apostle Paul speaks. "For the mystery
of iniquity doth already work; only he who now letteth will let, until
he be taken out of the way" (2 Thess. ii. 7), as also two solemn references
in the last book of the Bible, " Until the words of God shall be fulfilled,"
and" But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished. This is the first resurrection."
Every event for time and eternity is fixed by God's eternal decrees !
Oh, the unspeakable comfort of the sovereignty of Jehovah to every
elect vessel of mercy! What rest of soul as we review life's pathway
and know how all has been ordered, and well ordered!
" All must come, and last and end,
As shall please our Heavenly Friend."
But we return to our first text and rest upon it. "Pardon, I beseech
Thee, the iniquity of this people, according to the greatness of Thy
mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until
now." Every jot and tittle of God's Word will be fulfilled, and in
strict accordance with His holiness. He has been pleased to bind
Himself to His own sworn word, and heaven and earth will sooner pass
away than that one word of His will fail or miscarry.
Under the all-sheltering, all-covering precious blood we fain would
hide, and which is all our plea and hope! Forgiven-! yea, much
forgiven in and through the all-prevailing merits of Jesus' precious
blood. All my sins were laid on Jesus, and as my Divine Surety and
Substitute He bore them away into a land of forgetfulness, and cast
them into the depths of the sea, never to be brought up against me.
The Holy Spirit is witness within of the new birth and its saving,
deansing efficacy. And since " He Who hath begun the good work
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perfect and perform it until the day of Jesus Christ," the soul
hopes yet in His mercy and takes comfort from the words forgiven until
now as pledge of further mercies. And if our God has forgiven once,
He will forgive to the last sin we commit and not require it of the
sinner, forH

Payment He canDot twice demand.

First a.t my bleeding Surety's Hand,
And then again at mine."

Every sin, every failure and shortcoming which has ever characterized these articles during these forty-seven years, greatly to the writer's
humbling, has all been brought to the precious blood, and only
because of it, only in and through its merits, dare we hope in the
mercy of His forgiveness. But faith is encouraged to plead as Moses
did for the children of Israel, " Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of
this people, according unto the greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou
hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now-hitherto."
May it indeed be our happy portion, in the brief remaining time in
which we are privileged to labour on in His vineyard, to rejoice in
having been much forgiven, and to wait longingly and lovingly" unlil
the day break, and the sh:1dows flee awo.y," when" We shall see His Face,
AllU never, never sin;

And from tbe rivers of His grace
Driuk endless pleasures in."

R.
[All our readers will, we are sure, rejoice and praise God that our
highly-esteemed friend (Miss R. Cowell) has been spared all these
forty-seven years to contribute" Wellsprings" to the pages of THE
GOSPEL lIiAGAZINE. By means of these articles she has brought much
joy and comfort into the hearts of large numbers of the Lord's family.
May the Lord Himself still grant her His enabling grace that she may
continue to be a channel of blessing to His people who read these
pages. Goodness and mercy have certainly been her portion" until
now," and these blessings are still assured to her and to all the elect
people of God. May she and we "rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. "-EDITOR.]
ARCHBISHOP USHER, one of the profoundest theologians of the
Caroline period, in preaching before James I in 1624, says of the
Romanists: "The Catholic-Roman Church, as they are commonly
c~lled by themselves, but by the Holy Ghost-the beast upon whom
the woman sitteth."
" If anyone," he goes on, " will needs be so foolhardy as to take up
his lodging in such a pest-house after warning given him of the present
danger, we in our charity will say, ' Lord, have mercy upon him.' "The Anglican Via Media, by Dr. Sydney Carter, p. 1~~1.
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anh Note£> of ,Scrmons.

THE PEOPLE OF GOD EFFECTUALLY CALLED IN TIME.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS 'VILKINSON, B.A.,
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY ALDERblARY, WATLING STREET, ON
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 7, 1839.
" Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to'
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which wasgiven us in Christ Jesus bef01'e the world began."-2 TIM. i. 9.

THERE is a spiritual resurrection, a resurrection of the soul as well as
of the body, a resurrection from a death in sin to a life of righteousness.
Now this is what this holy apostle is speaking of in our text. There
are several different expressions used to describe this great work;
and this is one---such are said to be " called" of God.
In the preceding part of the chapter, you find this holy apostle
speaking with very great affection of Timothy, whom he calls in another'
part of his writings, " his own son in the faith"; here he styles him
" his dearly beloved son "-because St. Paul had been the instrument·
of bringing Timothy to an experimental acquaintance with the Lord.
Jesus Christ. He had, in a spiritual sense, begotten him through faith,
and therefore styles him " his own son" and " his beloved son," to
express that strong and tender feeling of affection which he had towards
him. And then he utters several other very kind and feeling expressions
till he comes to the verse preceding that which is now before us, where
he exhorts him to endure conflicts and affliction and opposition and.
persecution boldly and cheerfully. And why ~ On account of the
great benefits, which had been conferred upon him (and upon the apostle
himself also) by the Lord Jesus Christ, or by God the eternal J ehovah ;
" Who" (he says) "hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began."
Now observe, He " hath saved us and called us."
"Hath saved us "-already. This refers, we apprehend, to the
finished work of Christ upon the cross-to the complete justification and.
redemption of those vessels of mercy, who compose the true spiritual
Israel, the Church of God, who were given Him by His Eternal Father.
He " hath saved us "; authorizing (we apprehend) this view, that the
whole true and spiritual Church of God, called or uncalled, are to be
considered as a people saved trom the moment Jesus bowed His head
upon the cross-as truly saved then in the purpose and design of the
great Jehovah and as secure of salvation, as ~hey wjll be when they cast
their crowns before Him in glory. Nay, not only so, but we may go
further back; such are a ~aved people and are to be so considered, ever
since thlLt important period when the PersoI\s in }ehovah covenanted
that they should be saved.
But now i~ it possible for them, while in a state of nature, to know
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this-or, if they had any conception of it, to have any real enjoyment
of it! We answer, No. "The natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them," (he wants the faculty), "hecause they are spiritually
discerned." And therefore such are said to be " called" of God" with
a holy calling." It is styled" a holy calling," because it is, in a peculiar
sense, the work and office of the Holy and Eternal Spirit, J ehovah the
Holy Ghost, to accomplish this, as the Sent and Representative in a
covenant point of view, and the Servant both of the Father and the
Son; it is His peculiar office to do, and whatever He accomplishes
corresponds with His own pure and holy nature. It is" a holy calling,"
as it is the effect of the power of an infinitely pure and holy God.
And then observe how he traces this; "Not" (says he) " according
to our works "-not that we were deserving, not that the best of us
had anything to qualify or recommend us for this great and high and
holy. calling; no," but according to His own purpose," moved simply
by Himself-" according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began "-clearly authorizing
(we apprehend) our statement respecting the period, to which we
have traced back this important blessing. It corresponds exactly
with what he says to the Thessalonians in those remarkable words"We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth;
whereunto He called you "-" He hath saved us and called us."
Now we may, in the first place, inquire wherein this heavenly and
holy calling is, or what such are represented in Scripture as called to.
They are called, in the first place, it is said, " out of darkness into
marvellous light." So St. Peter expresses himself; "Ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood," and so on, " that ye should show forth
the praises of Him, Who hath called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light"-opened the eyes of your understanding, brought
you from nature's darkness (worse than Egyptian which " might be
felt") into the marvellous light which belongs to God's true and
beloved people.
And then they are said, again, to be "called to the obtaining of
the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ "-implying that they are called to
seek the way to Zion (as it is expressed in Jeremiah) " with their faces
thitherward "-called to enter into an abiding and everlasting covenant
with Him.
But then they are called to the knowledge of Jesus as " the way"
to eternal life, and to simple and humble faith in Him, and to see
such glory in Him as shall lead them to find Him to be to them all
in all, everything they can need, and possessed of everything they
can receive and enjoy here and for ever. And then they are called
to that, of which St. Paul speaks very particularly with respect to his
own experience; he says, " It pleased God, who separated me " when
I was born "and called me by His grace "-for what! "to reveal
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His Son in me "-that is, "to call me to a spiritual, real and experimental acquaintance with the Lord Jesus Christ." Here is a very
great distinction to be remarked; it is one thing to be called to the
knowledge of the Saviour only, and another thing to have that Saviour
revealed in them. "To reveal His Son in me "; it implies the nature
of the heavenly calling-" to reveal His Son in me," that I might have
a real and spiritual, inward and heartfelt acquaintance with the
Saviour.
So that we may say, there is everything here implied, which may
be applied to that spiritual birth, or that true resurrection from the
dead and so on, by whatever term that great and spiritual change
may be described which passes upon every vessel of mercy before he
can enter into the kingdom of heaven. He has his understanding
enlightened; he has his stubtorn will bowed, broken down, and
humbled; and then you find his affections are so wrought upon in
consequence of this, that he makes Jesus the all in all of his salvation
and of his desire and delight. When a man is really under the covenant teaching of the Holy Spirit, and He undertakes the performance
of that portion of the work of the covenant love and mercy which belongs especially to Him, such an one begins to feel his need of a Saviour.
There are many who talk much about the Saviour, but it is manifestly
to be discovered that they have no real sense of their need of a Saviour.
The' Holy Spirit's work begins with brokenness of spirit, humbleness
of heart. Well then, He calls the covenant people of God, when He
implants this in them. In a greater or less degree and extent, He
makes them feel their misery. Some (as it has been expressed, you'
know) He takes and He "shakes them," as it were, "over hell," and
shows them the bottomless pit and all that the Lord has in His wrath
prepared for the impenitent and unbelieving and that to all eternity;
with others He deals in a very different manner, but He invariably
shows them all their misery. They are thus led to flee for refuge
to Jesus Christ as " the hope set before them"; and cleaving to Him
they get, sooner or later, a hope of interest in Him. And then this
hope of an interest in Him and love to His great salvation kindle by
the operation of the Holy Ghost a spirit of love to the Saviour, and
that will naturally flow forth in a desire to obey the Saviour.
Now with this explanation we think that everyone may understand
what we mean. An unbroken heart, whatever a man's knowledge
and understanding with respect to Divine truth may be-an unbroken
heart will bring him to destruction; but if you have been so convinced
of your misery, and have so seen the glory and suitableness of the
Saviour, that you have really and truly fled to Him (as the Israelites
to the city of refuge) in order that you may be saved in Him and
secure in Him, and if you have been brought to feel a sincere love to
Him and an earnest desire to do His will, then you are the " called"
of God" you are of the very same description as St. Paul here gives
and speaks of, and every blessing revealed in Scripture and every kind
and gracious engagement of the triune Jehovah, and every promise
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'()f mercy and compassion and blessing that is made to such belongs
to you.
But then how is this accomplished 1
We say, by the Spirit; it is the Spirit's work. But then He condescends to work by means, though He can work without means or
by means, as He pleases.
Generally speaking, the means is the Word of God, applied by His
{)wn almighty power and influence to the soul. We say, genemllybecause this is what infants cannot experience, and some, too, attain
riper years in whom a discovery is made of a real sense of religion,
who perhaps were wrought upon (as infants that are in covenant we
doubt not are wrought upon) by the Holy Spirit in a very early
period, in their infancy-it may be, as soon as they are born, as John
the Baptist was, for he was a man in this sense called of God (that is,
he was regenerated, he was raised to a state of spiritual life within
him) as soon as he was born, sanctified from his mother's womb,
filled with the Holy Ghost. But in general it is accomplished, not
by the Word only, though it may be at times by the written Word,
but (this is the chief mean) by the Word preached-the grand ordin'ance, despised of men, but appointed, instituted and honoured of
the great Jehovah-the preaching of the Word. So the apostle, in the
continuation of a passage to which we have already referred, writes
thus to the Thessalonians-" Whereunto He called you by our Gospel
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." And so in
the verse preceding the text, the Word of God, and the preached
Word, is referred to as the grand instrument. And St. Paul therefore
says, " I am not ashamed of it," though" to the Jews it is a stumblingblock and to the Greeks foolishness," and we are accounted for it
"the filth and offscouring of all things," yet, says he, "I am not
ashamed of it ; " why 1 "for it is the power of God unto salvation."
But then how are we to trace this 1
The text teaches us to trace it, not to anything in the creature,
{)r anything that distinguishes those who partake of that heavenly
calling from those who never partake of it, but to the sovereign and
rich and distinguishing grace of the great Jehovah. "Not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given us " long before we were born or had any existence, " given us
in Christ Jesus" our spiritual Head, "given us in Him before the
world began."
You wiII find this great change described by emblems, which imply
altogether the incapacity of man to accomplish it, and' imply that
he can have nothing in him to deserve it or merit it. It is called,
you know, in one place, a resurrection-which none but God can
possibly accomplish. And He wiII accomplish this in His own time and
manner; and of His own sovereign good will and pleasure. No power
can accomplish it but that of the great Jehovah; and He accomplishes
, it in the way and manner and at the time, that are according, to
His own secret purpose. And then again, it is expressly declared to
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be altogether owing to the rich and sovereign and distingnishing grace
of God, " Who worketh all things according to the counsel of His own
will," and" hath mercy on whom He will have mercy, and compassion
on whom He will have compassion." These are subjects connected
with ours (and many others revealed to us), concerning which, when
we contemplate them and look closely at them, we are constrained
to take up the language of the holy apostle, and say, " Oh! the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! how
unsearchable "-Oh! that is an affecting word; we remember a
minister of our church, who is now in glory, used to be continually
using it, said he-" Vain man would be wise, though he be born
like the wild ass's colt; but how unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out!" We are constrained to acknowledge
that it is entirely of the grace of God. And you see this running
through the whole of the Word of God. It is repeated again and again.
St. James says, "Of His own will begat He us" (another image)
" with the Word of Truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits of
His creatures." And so St. Paul says, " All things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to His purpose."
.
Now we trust we are addressing some and several, who are partakers of this holy and heavenly calling. "The eyes of your understanding have been opened, your hearts have been broken down and
humbled"; and these are the men to whom the Lord will look that
He may revive their spirits-not to the proud and the self-sufficient,
but to the humble and the contrite. Your hearts have been humbled
in the dust; and then the Holy Ghost, the great teacher, has shown
you the Saviour as a suitable and sufficient Saviour, so that you have
fled to Him and are resting on Him and have experience of His love;
and you are continually saying-" He is ' all my salvation and all
my desire'; and had I ten thousand souls I would rest them all upon
His perfect and His finished salvation."
And therefore we may say, you have rich and abundant cause for
rejoicing, although this great work may have been accomplished in
you in a painful way. It is a painful thing for a man to be turned out
of his self-righteous notions-and we are naturally very proud and
self-sufficient; it is a painful thing for a man to realize himself (as
it were) at the foot of Sinai's mount, and see the flashes and the thunderings directed against him; it is a painful thing to him to feel that
sentence, that "the wrath of God is abiding upon him," ready to
burst over him; but however painful, it is profitable to you. Some
(as we have said) pass through that change in a very mild and gradual
manner: the' Lord deals very gently with some to what He does
with others; with some He deals (if we may say so) very severely;
He opens to them their dreadful state almost all at once, so that they
are nearly driven to despair. But if this has, in whatever ma-nner,
been the case with you, how great and how rich a blessing! And
how 1 Why, because this change, wrought in you by the- power of
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the Holy Ghost, reveals to you, and reveals to all who have spiritual
understanding, what have been the secret designs and purposes of the
triune Jehovah from eternity past; it makes manifest that you are
among the number, whom God the Father chose, whom God the Son
redeemed, and whom therefore God the Holy Ghost has called,
quickened, and raised from a state of spiritual death, The work of
the Spirit is the broad seal of heaven upon the sinner's heart. And
therefore what cause have you to be exceedingly thankful to the Lord!
We say, how great a blessing is this! You are in covenant union
with Jesus; you are a part of Him, and are interested in every blessing
which He makes known in this blessed Word respecting those that
are His, every blessing that He can bestow upon them here and for
ever. All this is yours; and that as a matter of free, rich, sovereign
and distinguishing grace.
Oh! these are things, that, where a man can receive them, go to
his heart. They make an impression upon him. And to think that
all this was done when you had nothing to recommend you, but your
heart was evil as any other heart-as wretched a heart as Esau had
when he sold his birthright for a mess of pottage, as evil a heart as
Judas had when he sold his Master for thirty pieces of silver; for
however humbling it may be, there is not anyone of us, that has not
a heart that would have acted in the same way that Judas acted, had
we been in the same circumstances, under the same temptation of the
devil and left of God, as he was, to do and act just as we liked. But
the Lord, knowing what thou wast, and knowing that thou couldest not
help thyself, contrived and acted as He has towards thee, because He
had planned in eternity thine effectual calling in His grace and mercy.
We say, this is that which will go to the heart, not that which is only
for the ear; it is that, which may well send you home to your habitations, praising and adoring the God of your salvation-which may
well send you home making sweet melody in your hearts to J ehovah
and blessing Him that He ever brought you into existence. I remember a poor mistaken person, a woman now in eternity, who once said
to me that she could not join in our general thanksgiving, and" bless
God for her creation"; and why 1 because she did not know that
she was a saved sinner, and therefore she could not" bless God for
her creation," as she did not know but what she might eternally be
lost. Oh! how sad a state of feeling! But here is cause for you to
" bless Him for your creation," manifest and rich and abundant cause
-and to bless Him that He has manifested Himself to you " as He
does not unto the world." Abundant cause here is, for you to set
your heart upon Him, to give your whole heart unto Him-(and this
day afresh-and while we are speaking you may do it, for He is present
everywhere)-to put your soul afresh, as it were, into His hand, and
say, " Oh! take this heart just as it is, and seal it; take it for Thine
own, and make it a gift fit for Thee and a holy Saviour to receive."
Is it a matter of astonishment, that those, who have" tasted that the
Lord is gracious," should be represented as those to whom Jesus" is

•

•

••

.

1

•

··

,

;.•

•

•

The Gospel Magazine

899

precious"! "Unto you that believe," says Peter, " Re is precious."
We say, is it a matter of astonishment! Oh! the matter of astonishment should be altogether the other way. If a person could have a
realizing view of God's salvation with respect to himself, and yet not.
have any emotion of love towards the Saviour, that would be a matter
·of astonishment indeed.
Permit me to proceed with this; as St. Paul says, "suffer the
word of exhortation," we may say suffer the word of repetition;
though we hate repetitions, yet if this may be in some sense viewed
as a repetition, we say suffer this. Recollect; did the Saviour
€ngage with you, when there was no one to undertake your cause and
He "wondered that there was no intercessor" did He step forth
and pledge Himself to be your Redeemer and to be your Saviour, and
t.o take all the arduous conditions of the Covenant of grace in your
place and stead, knowing that you could not fulfil anyone of them
yourself! and did He actually become incarnate and bleed upon the
{)ross and thereby bear away and finish all your transgressions! and
t.hen, till the time of His own appointment fixed in eternity, did He
bear with you all the days of your ignorance, when you were neglecting Him, it may be, despising Him, and, it may be, scoffing at His
Scriptures and at the things revealed respecting Him! did He bear
all this till the day of His love and power came, and then did He
make you willing in that" day of His power," to cast yourself at
His feet and seek His mercy and put your soul into His hands! and
t.hen, having done this, did He engage never to fail nor forsake you,
to stand by you in life and in death and then to take you to His kingdom above, there to behold (and not only to behold but to partake of)
that state of glory where there shall be no more fear, no more darkness,
no more sin-that state of blessedness, where you will not only see
Him in His glory and partake of that glory, but, as a part of that,
you will be able to serve Him and to express the feelings of a grateful
heart in a way and manner in which you now sometimes feel you
.cannot express them, and even in a perfect way and manner! And
how long shall that last! For a thousand, or ten thousand years!
Donceive what number you please, and all these are nothing compared
with eternity-like the drop in the ocean, and less than that drop.
'Conceive myriads and myriads of years; yet what would they be to
.etemity? Now you will be in His presence through eternity. The
soul of man is immortal; it bears in this respect strikingly the image
·of its Maker, and shall never, never die. And when you go into His
presence in heaven, you will then have a sure pledge of the continuance
·of His love, and of His purpose that you should serve Him day and
night for ever. It is said of such, "They shall go no more out."
Whatever you might conceive of with respect to the blessedness of
the saints, could there be an end of it, it would be (comparatively
speaking) scarcely worth possessing; it is the eternity of it, it is the
abiding nature of it, which stamps it with value. It will be for eternity;
you shall " go no more out"; there is no alteration there; there is
27
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no banishment of His beloved disciples there. Now have you any
just ground of hope of your experiencing these things 1 Oh! surely
then we may say to you, with the psalmist. "Oh! love the Lord, all
ye His saints." You must surely at the same time feel ashamed and
confounded, when you consider how weak your love is and how far it
falls short of His desert. Love the Lord Jesus 1 Oh! we may sayoh! for the time to love Thee as Thou deservest
Now from such views as these will naturally flow (as we conceive)
a humbleness of mind. The doctrines of grace do not tend to inflate
the soul and fill it up with pride, but to keep it down, to humble it,
and so to lead it to walk in that situation in which the great Jehovah
can manifest Himself more to it in loving-kindness. We say, these
views are humbling.
.
And then they teach you resignation. For what can come amiss
to us, poor afllicted creatures as we everyone of us are in one way or
another 1 Perhaps the afllictions of some who are now present may
be exceedingly heavy, and they may be of such a nature that you de>
not know how to mention them, no, not to the dearest friend you have
on earth; but we say, how does this tend to teach us resiguation
in all things that can happen! What can He do to you, that you can
have any cause to complain of, who has done this-" called you out
of darkness into His marvellous light," and fixed this thousands of
years before you were born or thought of! Oh! we may say you can
surely in a spiritual and understanding sense, adopt that part of our
Lord's perfect prayer-" Thy will be done" in me as well as by me,
here "as it is in heaven." A bitter cup perhaps is now put inte>
your hands, and most of you have had bitter cups at some period or
another of your lives; but" shall I not drink" the bitter cup, that
is put into my hands by "my Father" 1
But then we say further, let the young, the young in age and young
in profession, not be disheartened or discouraged. Let not those"
who feel themselves most unworthy and most vile, despond; let them
not keep at a distance from the Saviour. You have at present no
completely correct view of Him, if you do: for He is the" friend of
sinners" (that is a beautiful representation of Him), and His heart
is as full of love as His arm is of power, and He is as willing as He is
able" to save to the uttermost them that come unto God by Him.'"
Oh! then, flee to Him; He does not "despise the day of small'
things"; He never did nor will " break the brnised reed nor quench
the smoking flax." He says, "Come unto Me, and I will give you
rest"; "I will receive you," and" in no wise" (on no account what-ever) "cast out" any that come.
But then we will give you this caution-that if your experience,
and your religious feelings are genuine, if they are the effect of a
holy and heavenly calling, then it will be an abiding experience. It
will not be "like the morning cloud and the early dew, which soon
pass away"; it will not be that, which will shine, it may be, for some
considerable period (this has been the case with some) and then at-
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last vanish away, so that the brightness sets in darkness and under a
cloud. No, but" He that has begun a good work in you" will perfect
it; it shall be like the morning light, that "shineth more and more
unto the perfect day."
And then we will only add, does not this subject excite a spirit of
inquiry. Am I the called of God 1 am I born of God! have I been
raised spiritually from a spiritual death 1 have I been created anew 1
These are different images employed to set forth this great change.
We may say (to adopt a sad expression to conclude a sermon with), if
there are any that are slighting Jesus, that see nothing in Him of loveliness or beauty, "no form nor comelimess that they should desire
Him," there is "an evident token of perdition" upon such. \, e say
the work may begin and may be accomplished in an infant, \7ho was
born yesterday and who dies to-day; but by your neglecting Jesus
as to all outward token (and we can judge only by this) there is reason
to fear that you know nothing of that heavenly calling, of which St.
Paul speaks and on account of which he reckons himself so blessed,
that he was willing (and exhorted Timothy to do so also) to expose
himself to outward opposition and contempt, and death itself, for the
sake of Him Who had accomplished so great a work. Oh! "what
think ye of Christ!" If you are slighting Him, there is no "token
for good" in you. May the Lord enable you to " consider what we
say," and" give you understanding in all things." May the Spirit of
grace and mercy seal His own Word upon your heart. He has power
to do it; oh! that He would condescend to exert His power as to
each of us, as our particular states and circumstances require.

THE NATURE OF FAITH AND OF UNBELIEF.
EXTRACTS FROM THE SERMONS OF THE REV. RALPH ERSKINE.
HENCE see both the nature of faith and of unbelief. On the one hand
we may, from this doctrine, see the nature of faith, in its correspondency
with its objects-both its immediate object, the word, and its principal
object, Christ, the Speaker Whose voice sounds in our ears by this
Gospel. The Word says, "Behold, He cometh!" and faith says,
" Behold, He cometh !" Christ says, "Behold! Lo, I come! " and
faith says, "The voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh !" The
Gospel is nothing else but a proclamation of Christ's coming: His
coming to give life, His coming to save sinners by the price of His
blood and the power of His Spirit; and faith is a setting the seal to a
present 10 with a present behold. The first act of faith looks neither
backward to what is anterior or past, such as the decree of God or the
desigu of Christ, His intention in dying; nor does it look forward to
posterior things, as if it believed a ·state of salvation that is to come;
but it looks to a present truth, a present saying-as the Gospel is called,
a faithful saying, and so a present 10: "Lo, I come!" " Lo, I come! "
and bring salvation with me. Faith, under the influence of the Spirit,
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says, " The voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh." I hear the
voice of God spealcing to me through such a minister, and inviting me,
the chief of sinners. And I joyfully welcome a coming with salvation
unto me: there is a persuasion and appropriation in it to the man's
self; and according to the measure of this particular application to
itself, such is the measure of joy. There would be no joy at all if the
soul should put away the message from himself; but receiving it to
himself, he rejoices in the voice of Christ as his Beloved.-The next,
it shows us also the nature of unbelief, on the other hand: the evil
heart of unbelief contradicts the word of Christ. Christ says, " Lo, I
come!" Unbelief says, "0, He will not come; no, no; He will
never come to the like of me." Indeed a believer may say, and hath
good reason to say, " I fear my sins provoke Him to stay away; and
it will be a wonder if He come to the like of me." But it is gross
unbelief to say, " He will not come; I do not expect so much good at
His hand"; and hence unbelief is said to make God a liar: it contradicts and blasphemes. 0, to get faith this day, to welcome Jesus,
saying, "Lo, I come! " and to expect good at his hand.

•

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN.
" Another parahle spake He unto them: The kingdom of heaven is like
unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measw'es of meal,
till the whole was leavened."-MATT. xiii. 33.
A COMMON interpretation of this parable is that the woman represents the Church, the leaven the Gospel, and the working of the leaven
the gradual effect of Christian truth in bringing about the world's
conversion, and the world's betterment. But an interpretation more
in accordance with Holy Scripture, is that the leaven is a symbol of evil
working in the visible Church until it is wholly corrupted by it. For
leaven is always used in Scripture as a type or symbol of evil. Our
Lord Himself so used it, for, (1) He spake of the leaven of hypocrisy or
formalism, saying to His disciples, "Beware ye of the leaven of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy" (Luke xii. 1). (2) Of the leaven of evil
doctrine or teaching :-" Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of
the Sadducees. Then understood they how that He bade them not
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of
the Sadducees" (Matt. xvi. 11, 12). (3) Of the leaven of political
religion :-" Beware of the leaven of Herod" (Mark viii. 15). And,
alas, how much these three leavens have permeated the professing
churches in the past, and are rampant to-day! The Apostle Paul
uses the symbol of leaven in the same way (see 1 Cor. v. 6-8, etc.).
That the meaning of the parable is that, in the course of time, the
visible Church would become more and more corrupt, is supported by
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many other Scriptures, e.g., 2 Tim. iii. and iv. 1--4. Will my readers
carefnlly stndy these portions of Scripture, and compare with presentday conditions 1
Moreover, it is clearly foretold that the present age will close with
the return of the Lord Jesus, and He expressly tells us that this will
not be at a time when the world will be converted, and righteousness
reign, but rather at a time of abounding iniquity (Matt. xxiv. 12). He
reveals that that time will be, "As the days of Noah" (Matt. xxiv.
37-39), and, " As the days of Lot" (Luke xvii. 28). The days of Noah
were days when, " The wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually"
(Gen. vi. 5), and when, " The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth
was filled with violence" (v. 11); and in the days of Lot, " The men of
Sodom were wicked, and sinners before the Lord exceedingly" (Gen.
xiii. 13). Yet the Lord declared they would likewise be days when men
will be careless and unbelieving concerning coming judgment. "As
in the days that were before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into
the Ark, and knew not, until the flood came, and took them all away;
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be " (Matt. xxiv. 38, 39).
As fire arrests the working of the natural leaven, so the fire of future
judgment will arrest all the corruption that is in the Church and the
world, and then, " The kingdom of this world (will) become the kingdom
of our Lord, and His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever"
(Rev. xi. 15).

"HIS WONDERFUL WORKS."
IT always seems to me the most amazing of the Lord's mercies that
He should come and bestow on a child of His that repentance unto
life, which is so essentially of Himself, first and last, that it needs net
to be repented of. He said by His prophet, "Show unto My people
their sins." "His people" were such as Zacharias was, whom the
Lord Himself describes as righteous before Him, and walking in all His
commandments and ordinances blameless. Would it have surprised
him, if he had been told one day that" to-morrow at this time" he
would be struck dumb for not believing what the Lord said 1 Perhaps
it would not; for the Lord alone had been his Leader and Teacher for
many and many a long year, and he would know that there was no
evil of thought, word, or deed, of which he was incapable, and yet
there was reason in his argument and in the view that he took of
things, and that view was only natural. But if the Lord shines into
the heart and shows us our departures from Him, our self-seeking and
self-consequence, our failure to keep His precepts, our absolute inability
to love our neighbour as ourselves, our robbing Him of His glory, our
pride or anything else that is not of Christ, the mercy of such a revelation seems to be past finding out. They were astonished in Christ's
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days at His miracles, amazed at His doctrine, at His authority, at
His ways, at His kindness. His own disciples, walking up and down
with Him month after month, marvelled that He talked with tbe
woman of Samaria. She was not a good woman, and they never
would have imagined that He would look at her. But He talked with
her (and He was the brightness of His Father's glory and the express
image of His Person), and He blessed her and saved her and showed
her His love and redemption, and gave her a holy thirst which is now
being slaked at the living fountains of waters themselves. And
though they were so long time with Him, and saw His glory, saw all
His signs and wonders, yet they were terrified when He came in on
the evening after His resurrection. They never had thought that it
would be as He said, and that He should rise again on the third day.
But He blessed them still and left them, and at the set time the Promise
of the Father came by the outpouring of His Spirit. How calm
Peter was on the day of Pentecost, all surprise gone with the great
grace that God had given him, although the multitude was confounded
at what they heard and saw. But yet it was a great revelation even
to Peter, and an astonishment to them of the Circumcision, that God
should pour on the Gentiles the gift of the Holy Ghost. Had not the
Lord said ages before, that His converts should be for signs and
wonders as Paul was 1 They were astonished that he should be preaching the faith which he had once destroyed. But though it is marvellous
in our eyes, should it be marvellous in His, the prophet suggests,
tbat He should show Himself to be the God of all grace, of all comfort,
of all consolation,-of all salvation, and of all power 1 We are like
Eliezer of Damascus-he wondered at Rebekah, and held his peace to
wit, whether the Lord had indeed made his way prosperous, although
himself, and his dearly revered master Abraham had been banging on
to tbe Lord for tbe very appearing that was now before him. But
perbaps the truth is, not tbat God's saints are astonished that He
should keep His word, but that He should ever make any promise to
such as they are.
There were those in tbe parable who were surprised and affronted
that tbeir labours were to be rewarded with the one penny only.
They thought that they should have received more for all that
they had done. They were not like the disciples, astonished at
what the Lord had given them in the draught of fishes. It was not
in their uncircumcised heart to say, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man, 0 Lord." They never felt, " Who am I, and what is my father's
house that Thou shouldst bring me hitherto 1" And what will that
" hitherto" mean when we join the blessed company of Revelation XV.,
and say: "Just and marvellous are Thy works, 0 King of saints" 1
That day is to come-but in the meantime, now and often, let the
redeemed of tbe Lord give thanks unto Him, make mention of His
marvellous lovingkindness, and His wonders in the dark and in the
deep, for His Name shall be called Wonderful.;
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" TAKE."

" Then said Jesus unto His disliples, if any man will come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, andfollowMe."-MATT.
xvi. 84; MARK viii. 34.
THERE are two instances in which our Lord Himself used this word
" take," that are seemingly a good deal overlooked even by thoughtful
Christians. May the Holy Spirit show us His own meaning of the
word and give us to profit thereby.
It has frequently pained me to see true children of God receive the
bread in the Communion service on the crossed and outstretched
palms of the hands. This is not obeying the co=and to "take."
Why do they do it? Is it ignorance, is it indifference, is it imitation,
is it instruction? Are they too ignorant to know better, too indifferent
to care which they do, so uninformed that they must copy others, or
are they instructed by their clergy so to receive it? Probably, especially in the case of younger people, it is the Romish teaching given
them by the clergy which induces them to do it. But whichever and
whatever it is that influences them, it is still wrong. For it is disobeying our Saviour's co=and to "take." Three times we have
the word "take l ' used about the Lord's Supper: Matt. xxvi. 26;
Mark xiv. 22; 1 Cor. xi. 24. We cannot truly be said to "take"
that which is literally forced upon us. It should be a spontaneous
act of our own to " take" the bread reverently between our finger and
thumb. We ought not to allow anyone to force it upon us. One
hardly needs to say-and yet seeing the gross ignorance rife nowadays
on this and kindred subjects, perchance it is more necessary to state
the fact than one can well believe that the Romish doctrine of transubstantiation is at the back of the idea. How many of to-day's
ordained Church of England ministers really believe the appalling
doctrine of transubstantiation? Far, far more than we guess! Of
this one has almost daily proof. They believe in their inmost hearts
(and, therefore, secretly inculcate it in their teaching), albeit many of
them have not the courage to confess it, that the real Presence of the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is contained in the consecrated
bread and wine. Hence they carefully guard against a crumb of the
former from falling on the floor! Whereas our XXVlIIth Article
declares that it " cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but it is repugnant
.to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a sacrament,
-and hath given occasion to many superstitions." Therefore, Godhonouring Christians condemn people for giving way to this Romish
teaching and practice, by not choosing to "take" the bread for
themselves. Oh! children of God, let us beware. If everyone would
stand out definitely against this and other ritualistic inventions and
innovations, the Church of England would surely be purer than she
-is of these awful evils. Let us really" take." "Take" thankfully,
" take" meaningly, "take" feelingly, the simple bread and wine,
believing that it is still only bread and wine. But oh! let us " take"
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"This do in remembrance of Me." Remember the
awfulness of sin that required the greatest Sacrifice that could ever be,
the cost of the sinless Redeemer's blood. Remember the unspeakable
love that gave life itself for our redemption. Remember He died for
thee, He lives for thee, He is coming for thee; "and feed on Him
in thine heart by faith, with thanksgiving," expecting His near
return!
The second" take" is in Luke ix. 23. It is the same word in the
original. "The Son of Man . . . said to them, if any man will come
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily, and follow
Me." What does this "take" mean 7 Surely again a spontaneous,
deliberate act on the part of His servants. Crosses, as some imagine,
are not confined to missionary service and self-denial connected with
that. This would leave many children of God unable to "take up
his cross" at all-for we are not all free to be missionaries. As to
trials, every believer has and will have them, but we can bear them
gracefully or ungraciously. We can bear them with rebellious resignation because we must bear, or with reconciled resignation because we
believe that the trial is for our good. If we realize that our Heaveuly
Father loves us, and will bring mercy out of apparent evil, we are both
patient and resigned. In times of trial our will may at first be contrary
to His and nature may rebel; or His Spirit may bend our will at once
to desire His will rather than our own, and thus grace will overcome
nature. Every believer is also intended to carry crosses. Every form
of unattractive service, if rendered because we love, and want to serve
the Lord, is, I take it, really a cross. His will is that we " take" it up
and carry it for His glory, "take" it in His strength, "take" it
believing that He intends us to " take" it up. He means us to work
for Him by carrying that cross. We may, too, be fully assured that He
will enable us for all that its weight involves. When the Lord had
healed the demoniac, he " besought Him that he might be with Him,
but Jesus sent him away" to take up a cross instead. It was as if
Christ said to him, Your relatives know what you were, go now and
show them what I have made you-" Return to thine own house and
show how great things God hath done unto thee." This was a heavy
cross put before" the man." Probably his people had turned against
him and did not want him at " home," and he wanted very much to
be with the Friend Who had done so much for him. But this would
not have been the path of self-denial and the Lord Jesus knew it.
So "he went his way and published throughout the whole city how
great things Jesus had done unto him." He" published" his testimony
with such vigour that" the whole multitude (who had besought Jesus)
to depart from them" at His first coming, " gladly received Him, for
they were all waiting for Him," when He returned to them later (see
Luke viii. 37-40). Again in that well-lmown passage, Matt. xi. 28-30,
we find that service is to follow salvation. Our Lord first says, " Come
unto Me . . . and I will give you rest." "Rest" is the sure result
of coming, but none can serve until they have" come." Vrhen we
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thus" come" to the Lord Jesus with all the" heavy" burden of sin,
He forgives it and blots it out. Then follows a further command.
" Take My yoke upon you." This is the same" take" as the other,
a ready, spontaneous act. If we truly" learn" of Him by His Spirit
working in us, we shall willingly carry the crosses that He puts in our
path; for we shall desire to glorify Him and we shall long to Berve
Him to show our love. But, as in the case of the Gadarene, the cross
placed before us may be no light one. Nor is the one act of taking up
the cross, one thousandth part of the battle. It is but the beginning.
To think the question out and weigh the matter before 'the Lord, in
an agony of conflict alone with Him when first He presents the cross
to us, is a terrible test and trial of faith; and the Lord alone can give
us grace to face it, so that the contest may be crowned with our consent.
But then the battle goes on and our Father sees it. Ofttimes, too,
nature nearly fails and is fain to put down the cross in nature's weakness
and say, " I cannot go on." But grace in the child of God is stronger
than nature, and God-given grace prevails over nature. Surely the
heaviest cross that mortal man has ever been told to " take" was put
before Abraham. God tested " Abraham and said unto him, Take
now thy son, thine only son Isaac whom thou lovest," and put him
to death! "And Abraham rose up" to "take" that cross; and
until" the third day" he carried it in anticipation in all its bitter agony
of apprehension. Then love and faith having conquered, love and
faith were rewarded. The formerly commanded sacrifice was now
firmly forbidden by God. The very voice which has said, " Take (and)
offer . . . thy son," now said, " Lay not thine hand upon the lad . . .
for now I know that thou fearest God." On the other hand, Joshua
and Caleb were called to bear a heavy trial. They were condemned
by God to undergo the forty years' journeyings in the wilderness for
the unbelief of the other ten spies. They had no option to refuse the
discipline, but the verdict was accompanied with the assurance of prolonged life to enter the promised land. To all three alike it was a
trial of faith!
Another, and the greatest cross, instinctively comes to mind. Who
can estimate the awful weight of the cross which the Lord Jesus
Christ carried for sinful men! It was free, spontaneous love alone,
absolutely apart from compulsion, that induced Him to die for His
people. Can we gauge the cross Christ carried for our redemption?
Never, never, never! It is far past human ken. We can only" Take
the cup of salvation," in adoring and astounded love. Believe that
love by grace we may, fathom that marvellous love we cannot. But
if we thankfully" take" the two cups-first of redemption and then of
remembrance of His death-shall we not also willingly" Take up (the)
cross" that He lays before us-whatever that" cross" may be-of
self-denying Service for Him? Daily self-denial, daily uncongenial
service, daily doing anything, everything-no matter what it costs lLq
-that may in any w",y further His kingdom and hasten His coming.
-Service performed in the power of the Spirit, service itself always brings
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joy, albeit the cross involved may in itself be heavy. What of that ~
Have we not the incentive of love to induce us to serve ~ Have we
not hourly His own assurance, "I am thy Shield," when the arrows
fly thick around us; and also, "I am . . . thine exceeding great
Reward," moment by moment ~ It was "after" Abraham had
declined earthly rewards" that" the Lord came unto Abraham . . .
saying, " that" ! (Gen. xiv. 21-24; xv. 1. It is still true! It is still
equally true that, "He that taketh not his cross, and followeth after
Me, is not worthy of Me " (Matt. x. 38). But" the labourer is worthy
of his hire "-the " hire" wiII be paid to the" worthy" "labourer,"
the" Reward" is sure to those who are" worthy" !
New Eltham, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

REMEMBRANCE AND ANTICIPATION.
REMEMBRANCE! How one's heart is stirred when lovingly remembered. It is a word often implied in the Holy Word concerning the
Lord's tender remembrance of His people, and was often the plea in
prayer to Him in recalling past deliverances, past assurances and the
covenant faithfulness of a faithful God. "Lord, remember David,
and all his afHictions." "According to Thy mercy remember Thou
me for Thy goodness' sake, 0 Lord." "Remember Thy congregation
which Thou hast purchased of old." "Remember the word unto
Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope." "Remember
me, 0 Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people."
Then notice His response. "I will remember My covenant with
thee." "He remembereth that we are dust." "Who remembered
us in our low estate." "He remembered for them His covenant."
And our thoughts turn to His promises to remember, not to forget;
so precious to us who are burdened heavily with our sins. "I wiII
forgive their iniquity, I will remember their sin no more." Then notice
the wonderful words so often the comfort of sin-sick souls, "Thou
wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea," never to rise again.
" Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back," out of sight.
Well, dear Christ-loved reader, He remembers, He forgets not.
" They (the tender devoted mothers), they may forget, yet will I not
forget thee." Be of good courage, He remembers thee.
"The Lord is King, thy Father reigns." King and Father, and
where power and love join what will He not do for thee ~ For" His
love is as great as His power, and neither knows measure nor end."
Think of His wonderful salvation, of His marvellous redemption.
All seemed hopeless, indeed all was hopeless, until He Himself intervened. "Thou host covered all their sin." "He [how emphatic and
fixed is that word] hath covered me with the robe of righteousness."
How deeply it is graven on our hearts that personal appropriation,
" covered me." He hath covered me.
Remember! How often He bade His people of old to remember.
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How often they forgot! How often we forget! In that memorial
supper with His disciples He instituted the commemoration of His
death, and as we receive it, we solemnly pledge ourselves as His
witne:ses, His remembrancers, and say, " I take this bread in "emembrance that Thy Body was given for me and I drink this wine in
rememl>rance that Thy Blood was shed for me, and am thankfuL"
Thankful indeed from the heart. "Thanks be to God Who giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." "Who loved me and gave
Himself for me." "Him that loved us and washed us from our sins
in His own blood." Loved, died, 'washed, robed. What a complete
salvation!
But there is future joy linked with the retrospective redemption.
" For as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do show the
Lord's death till He come." It is the connecting chain between the
past and the future. Joy cometh in the morning. "I will see you
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from
you. " No, for it is His coming, and the coming to take His loved ones
to everlasting joy with Himself. "I go to prepare a place for you
... I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am
there ye may be also." And now we are watching, watching and
waiting, for the dawn of His coming.
Most of us who are watching the signs of the times are fully alive to
the fact that the Lord Jesus will come before long. Thegathering
together of so many of His people from earth is very striking. The
recent wars and earthquakes and floods and disloeations of all
kinds, nationally, socially and ecclesiastically, tend to proclaim some
great crisis is at hand. Perhaps, more than all else, the Lord's people
are distressed by the rapidly increasing profanity, blasphemy, worldly
pleasures, and wickedness in all places. In all directions sin in all
phases is permeating all sections of society. Opposition to the Lord's
word, the Lord's day and the Lord's laws is making this world more
and more eviL Yet, oh! how blessed, "the Lord reigneth." "The
Lord sitteth upon the flood, yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever."
"He sitteth between the Cherubims." Ah, dear child of God, He
knows thy distress, thy longings, thy fears. Thou art dear to Him;
for He sees thee in Christ, and He reigneth. All these things, that
seem gradually converging into one seething mass of daring blasphemy,
will fall at the brightness of His appearing. We shall rejoice, for
our Lord, our Saviour and Guide, shall reign for ever and ever. He
sitteth between the Cherubims on the mercy seat. Christ is typified
there, and "when Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall
ye also appear with Him in glory."
I have been mueh impressed lately with reading of the earthquakes
in Palestine recently occurring, and their location in the very regions
foretold by Ezekiel, Joel and Zechariah. They are very remarkable,
and prove more and more unmistakably the unerring truth of God's
Word. Lift up your heads, dear believers, He will not fail us. Rejoice,
for " your life is hid with Christ in God, beyond the reach of harm."
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Remember and anticipate. "A book of remembrance was written
before Him for them that feared the Lord and that thought upon His
name." "And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day
when I make up My jewels." Rejoice, for the Lord of Hosts reigneth.
NETTIE.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-From China the following comes telling of the literature
sent there. "Would kindly thank you for sending the splendid parcel
of literature just arrived. We are indeed grateful. It may interest
you to know that half has already been distributed among the Durham
Light Infantry stationed here. Our work is forging ahead, and we
had over 100 men at our mid-week meeting. To-night we are at - for another blackboard meeting which gets the men reading their
Bibles during the week. If any further supplies of literature would
be possible, believe me we should be more than grateful. They carry
the message after we have gone." A Chaplain wTites, "Thank you
for your valued assistance of two parcels of books which came duly
to hand. They will be of great service to us in our work and witness
for the Master among the men of the sea." We shall value the kind
help of friends at this time of need.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street,
Totterdown, Bristol, June, 1927.
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" To be in Christ is the source of the Christian's life; to be like
Christ is the sum of his excellence; and to be with Christ is the fuIness
of his joy."-Dr. Charges Hodge.
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LOOKING UP.
SOME of my young readers belong to the Scripture Union, and will
remember reading through St. Luke's Gospel early in the year. I
trust that they found help and blessing in doing so. It is important
to read the daily portion prayerfully as well as carefully, looking up
for the guidance and help of the -Holy Spirit.
On two occasions in this Gospel we read of the Lord Jesus looking
up. The first case is in connection with the Lord's wonderful miracle
of feeding more than five thousand people with five loaves and two
fishes (Luke ix. 16). Before beginning to distribute the bread and
fish to His disciples, who were to take them round to the many groups
of hundreds and fifties, the Lord looked up to His Father in heaven,
and blessed Him, or thanked Him, for the provision made. If you
are one of the Lord's children, never omit to do the same before partaking of food spread out before you. Even when taking a meal in a
restaurant or other public place, you can lift up your heart to the Lord
in gratitude. Let us never be ashamed to own Him as our Lord in
the details of our daily lives. Notice the solemn words in the 26th
verse of this chapter in reference to those who shall be ashamed of the
Lord Jesus and His words.
.
We need to be continually looking up to our Heavenly Father, not
only to thank Him for mercies, but to seek help for every time of need.
I remember on one occasion asking a godly, elderly clergyman about
his health. His reply, and the bright smile with which he gave it,
have been remembered ever since, though it happened long ago. He
said: "Not very well; but I'm looking up, and He is looking down."
The other occasion when we read of the Lord Jesus looking up is
recorded in chapter xxi. He was sitting over against the treasury in
the Temple courts at Jerusalem, and watching the rich men who cast
much money into the treasury. The person, however, who attracted
his attention was a poor widow, whose gift was very small indeed.
It is lovely to read what the Lord, Who knows all hearts, said of her:
" This poor widow hath cast in more than they all: for all these have
of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her
penury hath cast in all the living that she had." The Lord still, so to
speak, sits over against the treasury, and notices with pleasure the
small gifts of His poor. He knows how eager you may be to help in
making known the Gospel to the heathen, and is able to use your small
gift to accomplish great things.
In this same chapter, you read of our Lord talking to four of His
disciples about His glorious return. He told them of awful things
which will take place before that time, but when things seem to be at
their very worst, the child of God is bidden, " Then look up, for your
redemption draweth nigh." This, then, is to be the attitude qf all

412

The Gospel Magazine

true believers day by day, and the more it is so, the more shall we be
conscious of our sinfulness and need, and of God's f,ll-sufficient grace.
Well may we say with the Psalmist, "I will praise Thee, 0 Lord, with
my whole heart."
E. A. H.

i
\

lllrotestant lSeacon.
I. KEEP YOUR PRAYER BOOK PURE .

. THE Bishops' scheme for the Revision of the Prayer Book (which has
now received the final approval of the National Assembly) must be
resisted because it makes dangerous surrenders on the one hand to
some of the gravest errors of the Church of Rome, and on the other to
sceptical theories of the Rationalists. Keep the Prayer Book where
it is, where the Reformers put it, in simple loyalty to God's Holy Word.
The scheme now set forth very largely undoes what the Reformers
accomplished for us at the sacrifice of their lives. It authorizes the
minister to

•

WEAR THE MASS-VESTMENTS,

take the position of a sacrificing priest, hide with mu=ery and
mystery the" breaking of the bread" from the people, to use Romish
wafers instead of bread, and many other things of that nature. A
new form of consecration teaches that at that juncture in the service
we " make a memorial" before God with the bread and wine, that the
Holy Spirit comes down on these elements" that they may be unto
us" the body and blood of Christ, and that then we offer as "our
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving" something undefined but necessarily different from the simple praise and thanksgiving we now offer
in its natural place after we have received the bread and wine.
All this and more is done in order to give a shelter to the Romish
doctrine of the
SACRIFICE OF THE MAss,
which is that the priest in consecrating the elements causes a " real"
presence in them of Christ Himself, whom the priest then offers in
sacrifice to the Father for the sins of the living and the dead, and sets
forth for the people to adore. The Church of England says such
doctrines are "blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits" (Article
XXXI), and that adoration of the bread and wine is " Idolatry to be
abhorred of all faithful Christians" (Note at end of Co=union
Service).
The Bishops also introduce in the Communion and other Services
prayers for the dead, which have no warrant in Scripture, have been
cut out of our Prayer Book, and are condemned in the Homily on
Prayer (Article XXXV). Sometimes people say that prayers for the
dead do not mean Purgatory, but that is not aIJ,y reason for adopting
them. They are unscriptural, and our Church has no right to impose
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upon its members belief that such prayers are right and helpful when
they have no warrant in God's Word (Articles XX, XXI, XXIV).
Besides, the Bishops wish to restore as a " lesser feast" All Souls' Day,
an observance which has all along been associated with
BELIEF IN PURGATORY
since it first began 900 years ago; and some of their prayers for the
dead are modelled on those of the Church of Rome.
The new provisions for the Co=union of the Sick with the permission of Reservation of the Sacrament, alterations in the services for
Baptism and Confirmation, ouly too plainly imply the Romish idea of
Justification by the Sacraments (that is, by the priest) instead of the
simple Gospel truth that God accepts us only for the sake of Christ
through faith only (Articles IX, XI). We must jealously guard the
truth that our acceptance with God is a matter of direct dealing with
Him in Christ, and not one arranged for us by the priest.
To pander to the Rationalists who do not believe the Bible, the
Bishops are proposing to alter the
DECLARATION lIfADE BY THE DEACONS
at Ordination, to cut down the Commandments, and to remove from
the services for Baptism and lIIarriage allusions to Old Testament
History. They have also introduced a great many Lessons (even on
Sundays) from the Apocrypha, in the hope that these will please both
Romanizers, who think the Apocrypha as much inspired as the Holy
Scriptures, and the Rationalists, who think the Holy Scriptures are
no more inspired than the Apocrypha. We cannot here go further into
the matter, but the reader who wishes to inquire will find in the publications of the Church Association all he needs.
Therefore let everyone who loves the Prayer Book and trusts the
Bible be up and doing to resist by God's grace this attempt to establish
Romanism and Rationalism in our Church. Let the Bishops know
that the people will not permit the betrayal of the Reformation which
the Martyrs stood at the stake to maintain.
[Published by the Church Association, and to be obtained at their Office.
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2, at the price of 3d. per dozen; or
Is. 6<1. per 100.]

H. WAKE UP, PROTESTANTS!
I CHARGE all loyal Churchmen to resist manfully the efforts now being
made to unFrotestantize England, and to bring her once more into
subjection to Popery. Let us not go back to ignorance, superstition.
priestcraft, and i=orality. Our forefathers tried Popery long ago,
and threw it off ,vith disgust and indiguation. Let us not put the
clock back and return to Egypt. Let us have no peace with Rome till
Rome adjures her errors and is at peace with Ohrist.
•
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Let us read our Bibles, and be armed with Scriptural arguments. A
Bible-reading laity is a nation's surest defence against error. I have
no fear of English Protestantism, if the laity will only do their duty.
Let us read history, and see what Rome did in days gone by. Read
how she trampled on your country's liberties, plundered your forefathers' pockets, and kept the whole nation ignorant and immoral.
Read Fox, and Strype, and Burnet, and Soames, and Blunt. And
do not forget that Rome never changes. It is her boast and glory that
she is always the same. Only give her absolute power in England,
and she would soon put out the eyes of our country, and make her like
Samson, a degraded slave.
Let us read fads stanc:ling out on the face of the globe. What has
made Italy what she is l-Popery. What has made Mexico and the
South American States what they are l-Popery. What has made
Spain and Portugal what they are l-Popery. What has made Ireland
what she is l-Popery. What makes Scotland, the United States, and
our own beloved England, the powerful, prosperous countries that they
are at present, and I pray God may long continue 1 I answer in one
word, Protestantism-a free Bible and a Protestant ministry, and the
principles of the Reformation. Let us think twice before we give ear
to the specious erguments of liberalism falsely so called. Let us think
twice before we help to bring back the reign of Popery.-The late Bishop
John Charles Ryle, " Ltght from Old Times," pp. 112, 113.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
DURING the past financial year nearly £10,000 was spent in payment
of pensions to the Aged Saints; and in order to maintain this and
carry on the work of the Homes a larger number of Annual Subscribers
is required. The Committee are grateful to all friends whose practical
sympathy is constantly expressed, and feel that there will be a generous
response to the Appeal.
A great loss has been sustained by the decease of Mr. Samuel Banfield,
of Brighton. Joilling the Committee in 1904 his interest in the work
of the Society has been deep, and his services of much value.
There will be a service on behalf of the Society at Ebenezer Chapel,
Richmond Street, Brighton, on Sept. 28th,-and on Friday, Oct. 7th,
the Annual Sermon fOf the Society in St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard
Street, will be preached at 7 o'clock, by Rev. Henry Martin, of Oulto".

" THE Sacramental Bread and Wine remain still in their very natural
substances, and therefore may not be adored; (for that were idolatry,
to be abhorred of all faithful Christians); and the natural body and
blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and not here; it being against
the truth of Christ's natural body to be at one time in more places
than one."-The Black Rubric.
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