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THE WAY WHEREIN WE SHOULD WALK.
" Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk,. for I lift up
my soul unto Thee."-PsALM cxliii. 8.

THIS should be the prayer of each member of the LORD'S family.
We are ignorant, and we know not the way wherein we should
walk, but our gracious GOD knows, and He can cause us to know
the way. The psalmist had just offered another prayer. He had
prayed, "Cause me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning."
He desired to experience afresh the lovingkindness of the LORD,
and as one who had tasted that the LORD is gracious he now
prays for Divine teaching that he may know the way wherein
he should walk. All the LORD'S called-out family are in the
narrow way, but they continually need Divine guidance as
they journey forward, and this prayer comprehends all the varied
circumstances of the way, and is the expression of a desire that
the LORD Himself will teach His people in regard to the way
wherein they should walk.
Now how does the LORD teach His people as to the character
of their walk ~ Surely by His Word. That Word is a lamp unto
their feet and a light unto their path. All instruction as to their
walk is found therein, and we do well if we take heed to that Word
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place until the Day dawn
and the Day Star arise.
What, now, does the Word of GOD say as to the way wherein
we should walk ~
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1. First, it teaches us that we should walk BEFORE GOD.
The LORD appeared to Abraham and said, " I am the Almighty
GOD; walk before Me" (Gen. xvii. 1). Abraham was bidden to
walk as in the presence of GOD. He was to order his life with a
consciousness of GOD'S presence. He was to walk as in His sight.
Abraham was enabled to obey this command. Hence he said to
his servant, "The LORD, before Whom I walk, will send His angel
with thee" (Gen. xxiv. 40). How much is suggested by this
expression! If we walk before the LORD we shall remember that
we are in His presence when we rise in the morning, while we are
going about our duties during the day, and in the evening hours,
and when we retire. The knowledge that we are ever in His
presence will influence all that we think, say, or do. It will affect
our home duties, our -business, our reading, our writing and our
conversation, and the more consciously we realize His presence
the more careful and becoming our walk will be. J acob was able
to bear testimony to the walk as in GOD'S sight, both of Abraham
and of Isaac. He said, when blessing Joseph, " GOD, before Whom
my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk" (Gen. xlviii. 15). What
a beautiful testimony!
The prophet Elijah used an expression, suggesting that he, too,
walked before the LORD. He said, " As the LORD GOD of Israel
liveth, before Whom I stand" (see 1 Kings xvii. 1; xviii. 15). In
his life He realized that he wa~ in the LORD'S presence. The
psalmist, too, said " I will walk before the LORD in the land of the
living" (Psalm cxvi. 9). The way wherein we should walk is to
walk constantly before Him, conscious of His presence.
2. Secondly, the Word teaches· us to walk WITH GOD.
This gives another thought. It suggests walking in fellowship
with GOD, walking in His company. We read of Enoch that he.
" walked with GOD after he begat Methuselah three hundred years,
and begat sons and daughters" (Gen. v. 21-24). He" lived sixty
and five years, and begat Methuselah." Then a mighty change
seems to have come into his life, and it is stated that he " walked
with GOD after he begat Methuselah three hundred years." Such
walking implied that he had begun to live spiritually. He was a
married man, and he had therefore domestic respcmsibilities, but
married life and many sons and daughters did not prevent his
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walking with GOD. Doubtless he had to labour for the support
of his wife and family, but still he walked with GOD. His walk
with GOD was also constant. It was not an occasional walk, but
he "walked with GOD three hundred years." Man's sojourn on
the earth now is not so long as it was then, but our prayer should
be that we may walk with GOD always, all the days of our lives.
Enoch continued his walk till at last he "was translated that he
should not see death; and was not found, because GOD had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased GOD" (Heb. xi. 5). AB the apostle says, we should
pray that we may" walk worthy of the LORD unto all pleasing"
(Col. i. 10).
Of Noah also it is written that he" walked with GOD" (Gen. vi. 9).
Wickedness abounded, so much so that GOD determined that He
would bring in the flood upon the world of the ungodly. Yet notwithstanding abounding evil, "Noah walked with GOD." The
days are indeed evil now. Apostasy from truth, and sin abound.
Yet the LORD can enable His people to walk with Him.
Let it be remembered that we cannot walk with GOD and with
the devil at the same time. Walking with GOD means separation
from the world and from all evil associations. We may walk with
other children of GOD, because they, too, are walking with GOD,
but we cannot walk with GOD and at the same time cling to evil
principles, evil practices, and evil men. There must bea thorough
break with these if we are to walk with GOD. The godly man
" walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his
delight is in the law of the LORD; -and in His law doth he meditate
day and night" (Psalm i. 1, 2).
"The friendship of the world is enmity with GOD. Whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of GOD"
{James iv. 4). There can be no compromise. There can be no
communion between light and darkness. May we have grace to
break loose from all evil associations and fellowships, and truly to
walk with our gracious and Covenant GOD.
3. Thirdly, the Word teaches us to walk IN UNION WITH CHRIST.
To the Colossian saints the apostle wrote saying, " As ye have
therefore received CHRIST JESUS the LORD, so walk ye in Him"
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(Col. ii. 6). All believers have through grace received CHRIST
J ESDS into their hearts. Having been convicted of their sins they
felt their need of a SAVIOUR. The HOLY GHOST testified of Him
to their souls. They apprehended that He had obeyed the precepts
of the law, and suffered its penalty in their stead, and they welcomed
Him by faith, and rested their souls on His merits. By His SPIRIT
He took up His abode in their hearts, and He became precious to
them. Now the apostle says to all such, "Walk in Him." This
may mean walk in union with Him. Let it be seen in your life
that you are living branches of the true vine. It implies also
walking in fellowship with Him. He is with His people always.
Therefore they are with Him. Let them walk as those who have
Him as their Companion. To walk in Him may also include the
thought of depending on Him. Walk, leaning on Him, trusting in
His strength. Be strong in the grace that is in Him. There is no
concord between CHRIST and Belial or Satan. There is no concord
between CHRIST and those who are not CHRIST'S. It follows, then,
that if we walk in Him, there must be separation from all evil men,
and from all evil principles and associations.
Walking in Him implies walking as He walked. "He that saith
he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked"
(1 John ii. 6). CHRIST'S walk was a holy walk. He always did
those things which pleased His FATHER. The aim of the believer
will be " to follow the blessed steps of His most holy life." CHRIST
says, " I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John viii. 12).
The way wherein I should walk is the way in which CHRIST walked.
4. Fourthly, the Word teaches us that we should walk IN THE
SPIRIT.
"If we live in the SPIRIT, let us also walk in the SPIRIT." We
owe our spiritual life to the SPIRIT, and He Who imparted life to us
can also give us walking powers. We are prone to give way to
the lusts of the flesh, but the apostle says, "Walk in the SPIRIT, and
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16, 25). The
SPIRIT dwells in the hearts of Gon's people, and it is He Who
enables them to resist the evil propensities of the flesh. He it is
Who enables the LORD'S people to bear spiritual fruit. Weneed
to walk in constant dependence on His aid. If left to ourselves
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we are powerless against the flesh, but in dependence on His
indwelling power we shall walk not after the flesh, but after the
PIRIT. By His grace we are able to say" No" to the flesh. The
conflict is often strong and vigorous, and the awful character of
the flesh is often revealed even to those who have long been walking
with GOD. They are made to see that the flesh is so sinful, so
corrupt, so rebellious, that there is nothing too bad for it to do, if
restraining grace were removed. Yet, with the powerful aid of
the indwelling SPIRIT of GOD the believer is enabled to subdue the
flesh and keep under His body.
The way wherein we should walk is a path which is according
to the mind of the HOLY SPIRIT.
5. Fifthly, the Word teaches us that we should walk according to
all the inspired injunctions of the apostles.
We should walk in the pathway which GOD has appointed for
us. "We are His workmanship, created in CHRIST JESUS unto
good works, which GOD hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" (Ephes. ii. 10).
We owe our spiritual being to GOD. He created us in CHRIST
JESUS. He created us unto good works, but these are not of our
own choosing. They are to be those which He beforehand ordained
that we should walk in them. Our own will must be subordinated
to His. There may be many good works which He has appointed
for others, but He may not have appointed them for us. We are
to do the works which He hath appointed specially for us. We
are to walk in the precise path which He has marked out specially
for us.
We are bidden to "walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we
are called" (Ephes. iv. 1). Our vocation is due to grace. Our
GOD called us by His grace. We therefore owe all the blessings to
which we have been called, to His grace. We have no ground
therefore for boasting. There is no room for pride. We have
nothing which we did not receive. If we walk worthy of such a
calling it will be "with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love" (Ephes. iv. 1, 2). We
are bidden to "walk in love." CHRIST" hath loved us, and hath
given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to GOD for a sweetsmelling savour" (Ephes. v. 2). If He so loved us, we ought also
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to love one another. We should walk in love. He loved us though
we were unlovely. He loved us though we were sinful, guilty and
rebellious. So we should love the brethren in spite of their
peculiarities and their irritating ways.
We are to be kind and tender-hearted, forgiving one another,
even as GOD for CHRIST'S sake hath forgiven us. It is not an easy
business. The flesh kicks against it. But the SPIRIT can enable
us to mortify the deeds of the body. By GOD'S grace we should
set ourselves to walk in love.
We are bidden to "walk as children of light" (Ephes. v. 8). We
"were sometimes darkness." Now, however, we are "light in
the LORD." Our walk must therefore be in harmony with the
great change which has taken place. It ill becomes the children
of light to walk in the darkness of sin. They are to "have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness." We are bidden
to " walk circumspectly" (Ephes. v. 15). That is, we are to walk
carefully, accurately, turning not a hair's-breadth from the right
path. No sin should be cherished. No deviation from the path
of rectitude should be allowed. That such deviations will take
place is certain, but they must not be condoned. We should look
around as we walk, that so we may keep out of danger's way.
" Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation." The children
of the heavenly KL."G should by the LORD'S gracious help avoid all
carelessness in their walk.
We are bidden to "walk in wisdom toward them that are
without" (Col. iv. 5). Give no occasion to the world to remark
on any inconsistency in your walk. Remember that the world's
eyes are watching you. Let no one be able to charge you with
unholy words or actions.
We are to walk so as to please GOD (see 1 Thess. iv. 1). To
please Him should be our constant aim. He hath called us to His
kingdom and glory. Let us seek to walk worthily of Him, in
harmony with His holy Inind and will.
" GOD is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that
we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and
do not the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light,
we have followship one with another, and the blood of JESUS
CHRIST His SON cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 6, 7). We
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shall need continuous cleansing though we walk in a measurable
degree in the light. The light will show up our defilements and
make us feel our continual need of the cleansing blood.
In the other Epistles of John we read of walking in the truth and
walking after GOD'S commandments (2 John 4, 6; 3 John 3, 4).
As we read all this teaching as to the way wherein we should walk,
we must all feel how very far we come short of the high standard
set before us, and we must also feel how absolutely helpless we are
in ourselves to walk as our GOD would have us walk. All this will
show us the need of praying, " Cause me to know the way wherein
I should walk," and cause me also to walk in that way, otherwise
I sh~ll lamentably fail. Let us lift up our souls unto Him in
earnest and constant prayer.
He has said to His people, "I will put My SPIRIT within you,
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments and do them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 27). He is thus equal to our
case, and He says, "They that wait upon the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint" (Isaiah
xl. 31). There can be no doubt that a holy walk is possible for the
child of GOD. The early Christians walked in the fear of the LORD
and in the comfort of the HOLY GHOST (see Acts ix. 31). May the
LORD Himself cause us all who are His children to know the way
wherein we should walk, and may we take comfort from the
assurance, "No good thing will He withhold from them that walk
.uprightly" (Psalm lxxxiv. 11).
" 0 for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb! "

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

"Dr. Johnson, all whose studies were desultory, and who hated,
as he said, to read books through, made an exception in favour of the
Pilg'rim's Progress. That work was one of the two or three works
which .he wished longer."-Lord Macaulay.
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A REMEMBERING GOD.
" And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that
God remembered A braham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the
overthrow, when He overthrew tha, cities in the whioh Lot dwelt."-

GENESIS xix. 29.
THIS chapter records the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah
because of their great wickedness. "The men of Sodom were
wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly" (Gen. xiii. 13).
The Lord had appeared to Abraham, and revealed to him His
purpose in regard to these cities. Abraham, knowing that Lot
his nephew dwelt in Sodom, was naturally concerned lest Lot
should perish along with the ungodly inhabitants of that city.
Moreover, he charitably assumed that there might be many other
righteous persons in Sodom, and he asked, " Wilt Thou also destroy
the righteous with the wicked ~" Possibly there might be fifty
righteous in the city, and he asked, "Wilt Thou also destroy and
not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein ~ "
The Lord graciously promised that if He found fifty righteous
within the city, then He would spare all the place for their sakes.
This gracious answer encouraged Abraham to intercede further.
He suggested that there might be forty-five, forty, thirty, twenty,
or even only ten righteous within the city, and he pleaded that the
city might be spared for the sake of only ten righteous. The Lord
finally said in response to these successive petitions, "I will not
destroy it for ten's sake."
Abraham did not mention Lot by name, but he may have thought
that there would at least be ten righteous persons in Sodom, and
if so, the whole city would be spared, and Lot would be delivered.
The narrative shows, however, that wickedness abounded so
much in Sodom that not even so small a number as ten righteous
persons could be found therein. Accordingly," The Lord rained
upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord
out of heaven; and He overthrew those cities, and all the plain,
and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon
the ground." Before visiting this terrible judgment upon these
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CItIes, however, the Lord arranged to bring Lot and his two
daughters into a place of safety. Thus He" remembered Abraham,
and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow."
This precious declaration reminds us that our God is a remembering God. Let us think of Him in this light. Men may forget,
but He will never forget His people. We read of the chief butler,
" Yet did not the chief butler remember J oseph, but forgat him"
(Genesis xl. 23). Such a thing could never be said of God. It
may sometimes seem to our finite minds that the Lord hath forgotten
us and that His mercy is clean gone for ever. But His answer to
such thoughts is, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that
she should not have compassion on the son of her womb 1 Yea,
they may forget, yet will I not forget thee" (Isaiah xlix. 14, 15). So
far from forgetting His people, He has graven them on the palms
of His hands.
Let us therefore recall some of the teaching of Scripture which
demonstrates that our God is a remembering God.
1. First notice that He continually remembers His Covenant with
Noah.
When Noah came forth out of the ark God entered into a
Covenant with him, and with his seed after him. He promised that
all flesh would never again be cut off with a flood. The appointed
token of this Covenant was the rainbow. "And it shall come to
pass," God said, "when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the
bow shall be seen in the cloud: and I will remember My Covenant,
which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh;
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.
And the bow shall be in the cloud;' and I will look upon it, that I
may remember the everlasting Covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth" (Gen. ix. 14-16).
Thousands of years have elapsed since God made this Covenant,
but He remembers it still. He controls the clouds and the rainfall,
and no universal flood ever takes place because He remembers
His Covenant.
The temporal mercies resulting from His faithfulness in remembering this Covenant are continually being enjoyed by His people
now. We need to thank Him daily that He is ever mindful of
this Covenant.
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2. Secondly, notice how He remembered His Covenant with
Abraham.

Abraham's descendants went down to Egypt and became very
numerous. At first they were kindly treated. Then there arose
a Icing who knew not J oseph, and Abraham's descendants were
treated cruelly. God, however, had entered into Covenant with
Abraham in regard to them. He promised that they should again
come to the land of promise. Accordingly when the appointed
time came, their cries and groans came up unto God. They
"sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry
came unto God by reason of the bondage. And God beard their
groaning, and God rememhe1'ed His Covenant with Abraham, with
Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of
Israel, and God had respect unto them" (Exod. ii. 23-25).
He manifested that He was a remembering God Who keepeth
Covenant with His people. He saw their affiiction, He knew their
sorrows, and He came down "to deliver them out of the hand of
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good
land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey." He
remembered them in their low estate and redeemed them from
their enemies: because His mercy endureth for ever.
Is He not still the same unchangeable God, faithful to all His
promises and true to all His people ~ He knoweth them that are
His, He knoweth their trials and difficulties, and He will ever
remember- their cases and show Himself strong on their behalf.
Be of good cheer! He is a remembering God.
3. Thirdly, observe that He rememhered His eternal Covenant 0/
grace.
Long before Noah or Abraham, and long before the foundation
of the earth was laid, God had entered into a Covenant with
His dear Son. We read of " the blood of the everlasting Covenant"
(Heb. xiii. 20). The surety of this Covenant was His eternal Son
(Heb. vii. 22). To Him God promised eternal life on behalf of
His people, before the world began (see Titus i. 2; 1 John ii. 25).
But life could only be secured through the Surety's death (John iii.
16). Accordingly, when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem His people from the law's curse. He had intended to save
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"- and call His people with a holy calling, not according to their works,
but according to His Own purpose and grace, given them in Christ
before the world began (see 2 Timothy i. 9). To this end He
remembered His eternal Covenant of grace, and sent His Son to
be their Saviour. The incarnation, the life, the death, and the
resurrection of Christ proved that God had remembered His eternal
Covenant. What a mercy that He did so! Moreover, as each of
the sheep given to Christ is found and saved, it becomes increasingly
evident that God is true to His Covenant promises, and true to
His purposes of grace. The" given" ones all come to Christ in
due time, and He gives them that eternal life which God promised
on their behalf before the world began. They come, and are
saved, according to the Father's purpose and grace in Christ.
He remembers all His plans and purposes, and He remembers
those whom He chose in Christ, and hence their effectual call in
time proves that He is a remembering God.
Reader, art thou Divinely saved and called with an holy calling?
Bless the Lord for His infinite grace, and praise Him because Heremembered thee in thy low estate and redeemed thee from the
penalty and power of thy sins.
4. Fourthly, He remembers all His promises 0/ mercy to penitent
and believeng sinners.
There are things that He remembers not to remember. He says
to His people, "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine Own sake, and will not remember thy sins"
(Isaiah xliii. 25). We may be sure that He will be true to this
gracious promise. The sins of His people were laid upon Christ,
and He bare their penalty. The Lord therefore blots them out,
and will not remember them against His people. He says, "I
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more"
(Jeremiah xxxi. 34). Our transgressions are many and our sins
are numerous, but" the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin." What comfort this brings to the soul that on Jesus
hath leaned for forgiveness. What a mercy to be told by Him,
Who cannot lie, that He hath forgiven us all trespasses. Not a
single sin remains unforgiven. His believing people are justified
from all things. Nothing can be laid to their charge. He is a
God Who abundantly pardons.
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5. Fifthly, He remembers His people in all their trials and notices
their prayers.
It must have been a great trial for Noah to be in the ark for
<lver a year, and to see nothing but water all around him, and to
realize what awful havoc the flood had made upon human life,
but we read that, " God remembered Noah, and every living thing,
and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a
wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged" (Gen.
viii. 1).
God did not forget Noah in his trying circumstances, nor did He
forget even the dumb animals, and He exercised His power on
their behalf. He controls the winds for the good of His people.
" The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and
the clouds are the dust of His feet" (Nahum i. 3).
It was a trial to Abraham's faith to know that God might destroy
'Sodom, but when He did so, "God remembered Abraham, and
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew
the cities in the which Lot dwelt" (Gen. xix. 29). He recalled
Abraham's prayers and graciously delivered Lot. Hannah prayed
unto the Lord, and out of the abundance of her complaint and
grief she cried unto Him, and we read" the Lord remembered her"
(1 Sam. i. 19). "He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that
we are dust," and in pity and compassion He takes note of our
needs and hears our prayers. He is the same God to-day and He
remembers and hearkens to His tried and praying people. "Who
remembered us in our low estate: for His mercy endureth for
ever" (Psalm cxxxvi. 23).
He notices also the piety of His people. In the time of Malachi
the prophet there were those who feared the Lord and spake often
one to another, "and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and (£ book
<if remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they shall be Mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels"
(Mal. iii. 16, 17).
The Lord distinguishes between those who reverence His name
and those who have no fear of God before their eyes, and He specially
remembers His Own people. Not that we deserve to be remembered. It is no credit to us if we are numbered amongst those who
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fear His name. It is He Who hath put His fear into our hearts.
It is He Who hath made us to differ. We need to humble our.selves to the dust as we realize that but for His distinguishing grace
we should still be in the broad way which leads to destruction.
Are you an awakened sinner, and do you long for pardon and
peace? Repair, then, to the God of all grace. Own your sins to
the full, but plead the blood and righteousness of Christ and you
will find that He remembers His promises of mercy and will welcome,
pardon and receive you. Think of the prayer of the penitent thief.
He said, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom," and the Lord graciously answered, "Verily I say unto thee,
To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise."
Are you consciously numbered amongst the Lord's people?
Then take comfort from this precious truth that your God is a
remembering God. You may be forgotten by human friends, but
never by the" Friend that sticketh closer than a brother." " He
forgetteth not the cry of the humble" (Psalm ix. 12).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vioo'rage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

CHRIST DWELLING IN OUR HEARTS.
"THE passage in Romans viii. 9, 10 is specially instructive. The
apostle there says, 'The Spirit of God dwelleth in you. Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. And if
Christ be in you," etc. From this it is plain that Christ's being
in us means that we have His Spirit, and to have His Spirit,
means that the Spirit of God dwells in us. When, therefore, the
apostle speaks of Christ dwelling in our hearts, he refers to the indwell..
ing of the Holy Ghost, for Christ dwells in His people by His Spirit.
They thus become partakers of His life, so that it is Christ that liveth
in them (Gal. ii. 20). This is the true and abiding source of spiritual
strength and of all other manifestations of the Divine life. . . . The
most beautiful object might be in the apartment of a blind man, and
he not be sensible of its presence; or if by any means made aware of
its nearness, he could have no delight in its beauty. Christ dwells in
us by faith, because it is by faith we perceive His presence, His excellence, and His glory, and because it is by faith we appropriate and
reciprocate the manifestations of His love. Faith is to this spiritual
communion, what esteem and affection are to fellowships of domestic
life."-(Dr. CHARLES HODGE on Ephes. iii. 17.)
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which
came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above
strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: but we had the
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves,
but in God Which raiseth the dead: Who delivered us from so great a .
death, and doth deliver: in Whom we trust that He tv'ill yet deliver
us."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 8-10.
WHEN the persecuting Saul of Tarsus was arrested and converted by
Divine grace, the Lord in His tender mercy and compassion sends one
of His servants to minister comfort to the once proud, persecuting
enemy, but the now godly, convicted and contrite son. Ananias is sent
to declare that Saul's natural sight should be restored, and that he
should be filled with the Holy Ghost. And all this for the glorious
end that he was to bear the Lord's "name before the Gentiles, and
kings and the children of Israel," yet with this distinct declaration,
" For I will shew him how gj'eat things he must suffer for My name'ssake." How truly this was verified and painfully experienced in the
apostle's after life is seen in his epistles, wherein he shows how he " bore
in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus," glad, through enabling grace
thus to suffer, "that the life also of Jesus might be manifest in his
mortal flesh."
He tells how he received "five times of the Jews forty stripes
save one." Imagine being beaten one hundred and ninety-five
times because he belonged to Christ! Oh! the malignity of the
devil! He was "in labours more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft." Thrice he·
was beaten with rods; thrice he suffered shipwreck, a night and
a day he was in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters,
in perils of robbers, in perils by his own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the
sea, in perils among false brethren: in weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
nakedness. Beside all those things that were without that which came
upon him daily, the care of all the churches. (See 2 Cor. xi. 23-2 .)
Truly fulfilled was the word: "And I will shew him how great
things he must suffer for My name's sake." And the dear apostle
"most gladly" suffered, and all his life he remembered that in his
unregenerate state he had persecuted Jesus in His suffering saints,
and had been the ring-leader in the martyr St,ephen's cruel death!
What tenderness, what humility it wrought in him, and how beautifully does the meek spirit appear in his subsequent ministry, when
far from lording it over God's heritage, the language of the servant of
Jesus Christ, although chief of all the apostles, is "my dearly
beloved, I ·beseech you."
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Well now, in returning to our text we find the apostle is testifying to
the truth of the word declared of him to Ananias, and he refers here
probably to another event in Asia, than that we find recorded in Acts
xix., which seemed to be the event of a day only; but this to which
he refers appears to have been some very great affiiction which befell
him and detained him there so much so that he "despaired even of
life." " But," he says, "we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that
we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead."
He declares it all to be overruled by the Divine Will and Wisdom of his
God-to teach him that" Cursed be the man that trusteth in man,
and maketh flesh his arm." But how truly" blessed is the man that
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is."
How we all have to learn that" he that trusteth in his own heart is
a fool," and that we need to look away from every creature prop and
look alone to God as did the apostle under his great trial of faith, so
" that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God Which raiseth from
the dead." Christ says, " I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold
I am alive for evermore, and hath the keys of hell and of death." Here
was Paul's hope and confidence even" in God Which raiseth the dead;
Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver; in Whom
we trust that He will yet deliver us."
Past, Present and Future! All in the Divine keeping! And to
remind us how His unchangeable and abiding faithfulness should serve
to animate faith in expectation whatever our present trial. That is a '
very helpful and staying word in 2 Pet. ii. 9: "The Lord knoweth how
to deliver the godly out of temptations." Oh! to leave the" how"
with Him Who is perfect in wisdom and love: so that if He does not
see fit to deliver His tried and exercised servant at once out of the
temptation and trial, He knows " how" to deliver him while in it by
sustaining and upholding and imparting His grace as all sufficient.
We are often brought to these extremities to prove God's gracious
-opportunity therein. He is never in haste, nor does He delay a moment
beyond the time. He yet waits to be gracious, but when the deliverance comes, we are constrained to see and say, "the Lord was ready
to save me." He puts us to the proof that we may prove Him! He
tries our faith, that faith may prove her faithful God. Was it not so
in the examples we find in Holy Scripture of man's extremity? Look
at the case of Abraham! Waiting long years for the promised son,
and in spite of human impossibility, " he staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief." Then, having the son of promise, Isaac, and
with him, the promise of blessing to his seed, Abraham is called to
take that very son and offer him up for a burnt offering! We know
the sweet and touching story of his obedience and ready compliance
and unmurmuring and unquestioning faith, and how the point even
to the knife being taken in hand to slay his son is reached ere the Lord
interposes! Was it not indeed" the sentence of death" in Abraham's
bosom, and was he not taught that he should " not trust in himself,
but in God that raiseth the dead"? "Accounting," says the apostle
26
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to the Hebrew.;;, "that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure." Truly, his case
bare witness that man's extremity is God's opportunity. JehovahJireh, beloved readers, is the same from everlasting unto this day!
He is yours and mine; blessed be His Holy Name! We have other
instances in Holy Scripture of severe trials of faith and as great deliverances by the mighty God of Jacob. We think of the three godly youths
cast into the fiery furnace for their religion and by a miracle of mercy,
brought up again, without hurt, burn or even singe. That was an
extremity indeed and "sentence of death" in themselves, but their
God Who was able, saw fit to deliver them, and they were able to
praise their Almighty Deliverer before the heathen monarch. And
there was the Lord's dear servant Daniel, too, cast into the lion's den
for worshipping the true God. A fiery trial of faith this, until Daniel
proved that his God" had stopped the mouths of lions" and delivered
His servant!
There was Manasseh, too, among the thorns and unable to do anything to save himself, but his cry went upward and brought heavenly
deliverance down. Then, too, there was Jehoshaphat, compassed and
pressed by the Syrian army, and like M:anasseh there was nothing to
do but cry out. "Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him;
and God moved them to depart from him."
There were the boisterous waves and stormy winds tossing the little
boat to seeming destruction on that Galilean lake, and the disciples
expecting every moment to perish. It was "the fourth watch"man's extremity, but God's gracious time to deliver. "And in the
fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them," walking upon the
proud and angry waves, and stilling them by His Omnipotent Presence
into "a great calm." It was man's extremity when the dying thief
cried out in believing faith for mercy of his dear Redeemer, and
received that ready and gracious answer, " To-day shalt thou be with
Me in paradise."
The apostle's" sentence of death" may also teach us how God speaks
to us as concerning spiritual death. The Holy Ghost teaches us by the
Word that we are all lying under the sentence of death; "dead in
trespasses and sins," and from which no earthly power nor human
effort can relieve us. Thus a sinner is a sacred thing whom the Holy
Ghost has thus made so. For then, the work is wholly His, and He
performs His quickening work of grace and the sinner lives, and lives
to cry for mercy, conscious that" none but Jesus can do helpless sinners
good."
And thus the Lord speaks to us of death, not that we may really die,
but that He may show mercy. He is the Lord of life and glory, and
in and through the merits of His Beloved Son. He has laid up endless
life and the eternal happiness of the redeemed in Him.
.. The cross He bore is life and health,
Though shame and death to Him;
His people's hope, His people's wealth,
Their everlasting theme."-Kelly.
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And thus, when in all our spiritual exercises we have to experience
painfully" the sentence of death" in ourselves, it is in order that faith,
though it be long and sorely tried, will be found triumphant to the
glory of God; for at the bottom of every prayer and groan and sigh
there will be a quiet confidence that sooner or later our God will answer
as surely as He " raiseth the dead."
Mark! beloved reader, the import and intent of every word of
Scripture. The apostle does not say" from the dead" although that
is a glorious truth. But as though to encourage us yet the more he
says, " we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not
trust in ourselves, but in God that ra,iseth the dead." Is it so with
your feelings, dear fellow-sinner? You go mourning most, if not all
your days! You are crying out for mercy, walking in darkness
and having no light, and longing that He would give one ray of hope
or cast just one smile upon you; that He would confirm His word.
You hope in His mercy, though death seems written in large letters
upon the promises. I like to think that when we reason thus it is
not really so, for there is no death with Him Who is the Lord of Life
and the promise (though hanging upon apparently so slender a thread
in His people's hope) is held at the other end by Omnipotence, and that
is Life Eternal. So that there is life in every promise and life in His
servants' hearts who plead the promise, and sooner or later that hope
in His mercy shall be confirmed and their expectation not be cut off,
and God, even their o,vu God, will in His own time and way raise from
the dead, quicken your hope and give you to live and rejoice in His
sight. I was once told how a godly mother prayed year in and year
out for the conversion of her son; and as youth and manhood came
and went, she was weary with her groaning, and yet gave not over
praying. In the hunting-field one day, he was thrown and carried
head downwards some distance, his foot having been caught in the
stirrup. His friends rushed to his aid, and had presently to carry
aome his lifeless body, some of them going ahead to prepare his aged
and widowed mother for the sorrowful tidings. With the calmness
of a soul possessed by Divine grace, she inquired, " Did he say anything before he passed away? " and his brother sportsmen replied,
" Yes, we stooped low, and we heard him whispering these words,, Between the stirrup and the ground,
I mercy sought and mercy found.' "

That was enough for the mother's anguished but now rejoicing heart.
Oh! dear readers, our
" God doth not bid us wait
To disappoint at last."

'That is not His way with His people; but when He raises hope in
their breasts and puts a prayer in their hearts, though He tarry long,
yet He will be very gracious at the voice of thy cry, and He will return
with loving-kindness and tender mercies in the end.
We are living witnesses to answered prayer, are we not? When, on
December 15th, 1927, and June 14th, 1928, at the eleventh hour,

886

The Gospel M agaz£ne

bur God twice arose for our deliverance and forbade the legalizing of
maBB vestments and the sin of idolatry to overwhelm us with shame
and confusion. God was honoured in His people's faithful protests
and witness; in their warnings and earnest contendings; in their
prayers and in their exhortations by lip and by pen, and He was
graciously pleased to hear, and answer; and deliver. Is anything too
hard fo-T the Lord? And is He not the same Who hath delivered, Who
doth deliver and in Whom we trust He will yet deliver? Faith may
be severely tried, and often our hope may seem to be at expiring point,
but delays are not denials, and God, even our own God, will arise to
our help and deliverance, and teach us again and again how well worth
is it to " wait patiently for Him." Past, present and future, all in His
Covenant hands and to prove to us day by day His unchanging faithfulness and abiding love.
Let the language of the immortal Watts animate us as we sing," Saints, at your Heavenly Father's word,
Gi,e up your comforts to the Lord;
He shall restore what you resign,
Or grant you blessings more Divine.
So Abram with obedient hand,
Led forth his son at God's command
The wood, the fire, the knife he took,
His arm prepared the dreadful stroke.
, Abram! forbear!' the angel cried,
, Thy faith is known, thy love is tried:
Thy son shall live and in thy seed
Shall the whole earth be blessed indeed.'
Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

In all those critical days and months before the iniquitous Revised
Prayer Book was brought forward in Parliament, the children of God
were greatly enriched and encouraged by the various promises upon
which they were led to plead with their delivering God. One has
often thought it would in itself have made a blessed meditation could
all the promises upon which they were led to hope have been gathered
together and rehearsed to the glory of their God. May answered
prayer call forth unceasing praise in His children, and stimulate faith
to yet look to Him, " Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth
deliver; in Whom we trust that He will yet deliver us." Perhaps none
of us can feelingly lay claim to the strong faith of that" certain ruler"
who came to Jesus" and worshipped Him saying, My daughter is
even now dead, but come and lay Thy Hand upon her and she shall
live." But let us encourage our little faith in the face of seeming disappointments at unanswered prayer, to fasten on to the strong God,
the God of Power and Life, and against hope believe in hope, and
wrestle on until He grant the gracious answer.
R.
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,SnmonfJ anlJ N ottfJ of ,SnmonfJ.
CALLING-SANCTIFICATION.
NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. J. W. DANCE, A.K.C.,
OF BRIGHTON.
" But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren, beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
Whereunto He called you by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory
of our Lord Jesus Christ."-2 THESSALONIANS ii. 13-14.
WHAT l1 difference exists between the mere professor of religion, and
the apostle, upon the subject matter of our text! The former is for
ever proclaiming the freedom of his will to choose, and his power to
make choice. The religious utterances and publications of the day
are so insistent, that one wonders how it is the results are so disappointing, the world so little impressed that it steadily drifts farther
and farther away from the fear of God.
Now the Lord Jesus taught His disciples a great lesson, in one
short sentence. You will find it in John xv. 5, "Without Me ye
can do nothing." It cuts at the ground of all the boasted freedom
and power of man, it just brings things upon the proper ground of
heavenly grace. And so Paul says in our text, "We are bound to
give thanks to God." It echoes his language to these same believers
in 1 Thess. i. 2-3, "We give thanks to God always for you all, making
mention of you in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your
work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father"; and again in
2 Thess. i. 3, "We are bound to thank God always for you." If
man be the free agent he loves to think himself, and, exercising the
. power he claims, he produces the excellencies of spiritual life, the
praise is due to him! But if all the praise be due to God, as the
apostle shows, then all power, control, and effects are from God, and
God alone.
The apostle himself argues out the respective claims of human
works and Divine grace in Rom. xi. 6, " And if by grace, then is it
no more of works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be
of works, then is it no more grace; otherwise work is no more work."
And the apostle ever gives the whole glory to the rich and effectual
grace of God. The apostle says in 1 Thess. i. 5, "For our Gospel
came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost and in much assurance," and the effects were as shown in verses
9 and 10, "For they themselves show of us what manner of entering
in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven, Whom
He raised from the dead, Jesus, Which delivered us from the wrath
to come." In these words we see the power of the Gospel. In our
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text, Paul traces these effectual evidences to a remoter cause, viz.,
God's choice unto salvation from the beginning. The" beginning"
antedates earth's existence, " According as He hath chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love" (Ephes. i. 4), and therefore puts all creature
merit or power out of court. As Ephes. ii. 8, most properly declares,
" For by grace are ye saved," and the conscious debtor to that grace
will readily confess and pray" Oh, to grace how great 'I\, debtor,
Daily I'm constrained to be;
Let that grace break every fetter
Tha.t withholds my head from Thee."
The means by which this great change in life and experience is
brought about is shown in our text, " The sanctification of the Spirit,"
the root idea being a separation for the purpose of consecration!
Just what is brought about when a sinner becomes a saint. The
separation is real, effectual, and the new life a consecrated one. The
means is the Holy Ghost, Who convincing, enlightening, bestows that
wonderful gift of faith, which ceasing from self, rests in Him. "But
without faith it is impossible to please Him: for 'he that cometh to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently Beek Him" (Heb. xi. 6), and you will notice in the last part
of our text the Gospel is directed and fitted to bring about such a
change in the life, but it has through this change a glorious goal in
v'iew, nothing less than" the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."
Moses well said in Deut. xxxii. 4, "He is the Rock, his wo-rk is
perfect," for when Paul under the teaching of the Holy Ghost penned
Rom. viii. 29-30, he just links up what we will for convenience call
the eternity of the past, with the eternity of the future. "For whom
He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.
Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and
whom He called, them He also. justified; and whom He justified,
them He also glorified." And every link of that golden chain was
absolutely necessary to the end designed-Cl conformity to His Son,"
It is the same grand theme developed in Ephes. iv. 13, "Till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ." The full development of the inwrought expectation of every Spirit-quickened, and taught soul is found in 1 John
iii. 1-2, "Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God! Therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are
we the Bons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for
we shall see Him as He is." Nay, more, it was the expressed will
of Jesus that this should be the consummation of His great mediatorial
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work on their behalf. "Father, I will that they also whom thou
hast given Me be with Me where I am; that they may behold My
glory, which thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world" (John xvii. 24).
" Chosen not for good in me,
Wa.kened up from wrath to flee.
Hidden in the Sa.viour's side,
By the Spirit sanctified.
Teach me, Lord, on earth to show
By my love, how much I owe."

SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
AN IDOL OF THE HEART.
By the VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
VERY weighty are the following words, spoken by the Lord Jesus in
His" Sermon on the Mount" :-" Lay not up for yourselves treasures
upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also" (Matt. vi. 19-21). In these words the Lord points out
that earthly treasures may be idols of the heart. Its affections may
be set upon earthly rather than heavenly things. Afterwards, the Lord
said, "Ye cannot serve God and Mammon." Mammon is an Aramaic
word signifying wealth or riches. The worship of Mammon is one of
the crying sins of the age. It is foretold that in the la~t days men,
among other things, should be "Lovers of money," for such is the
literal meaning of the word translated" covetous" in the Authorized
- Version (2 Tim. iii. 2). This is palpably the case in Christendom to-day,
as even intelligent men of non-Christian nations are not slow to perceive.
It is stated that a Buddhist recently remarked' "Judged by your
actions, and by the way you live jn these great cities of yours, you
Christians believe in money. Money is not all you believe in, of
course, but there is nothing else you believe in quite so firmly. The
God of Jesus is your Sunday God; but on week-days you worship
Mammon" (The P1'Ophet~:c News). There is much that is true in these
strictures. But professing Christians ought to take heed to the words
of the Lord Jesus and His apostles, inasmuch as it is not possible to
serve both God and Mammon. God must have the first place in the
heart's affections or He is not truly served. "If (since) ye then be
risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth" (Col. iii. 1, 2, and note the succeeding context).
Very forcible are the inspired words of Paul to Timothy, " Godliness
with contentment is great gain; for we brought nothing into the world,
for neither can we carry anything out; but having food and covering
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we shall be therewith content. But they that desire to be rich fall into
a temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as
drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the
root of all kinds of evil" (1 Tim. vi. 6-10, R.V.). There were those in
these early days of the Church to whom the love of money was a besetting sin, and grave is the apostle's charge contained in the same chapter
(verse 17), " Charge them that are rich in this present world, that they
be not highminded, nor have their hope set on the uncertainty of riches,
but on God, Who giveth UB richly all things to enjoy." On the other
hand, there have always been those who have heeded these solemn
exhortations, and have used the means God has given them for His
glory, and the succour of the poor of the flock of Christ, and there are
such still. They will have their reward.
WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
THE Apostasy in Christendom was foretold by the Lord Jesus. The
parables of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven pointed out the evils
and corruption that would ensue in the course of time. The parable
of the Leaven has been expounded recently in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
In the light of other Scriptures, we conclude that the parable of the
Mustard Seed, like that of the Leaven, has been much misunderstood.
Instead of predicting the gradual growth of real Christianity, the true
Church, it, on the contrary, describes an unnatural growth, symbolizing
the unnatural growth of the professing Church, and the evils which
would find lodgment in the many sections of Christendom.
Note the precise wording of the parable: "The kingdom of heaven
is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his
field." Not any mustard seed, but a particular grain, representing
the truth, the Word of God, sown by Christ Himself (compare Luke
viii. 11). "Which indeed is the least of all seeds; but when it is
grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree" (literally,
when it is grown it is larger than the herbs; and becomes a tree). This
growth is abnormal, and symbo~zes the growth of "the kingdom of
heaven" in its external development-" so that the birds of the air
come and lodge in the branches thereof." The birds of the air represent
the agents of Satan (compare Matt. xiii. 4 and 19). These are numerous
in the present day, denying every fundamental fact and doctrine of
real, vital Christianity. In Christendom, to-day, are to be found all
sorts of "isms," and false teachers, like those in the Apostle Paul's
day of whom he wrote, "Such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel;
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it
is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers
of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works" (2 Cor.
xi. 13-15).
This interpretation of our Lord's parable of "The Mustard Seed,"
I humbly conceive to be the true one, and brings it into line with the
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'Other two parables of this group, the parable of " The Wheat and the
Tares," and the parable of " The Leaven."
It is not only in our beloved England that the Apostasy has spread
so rapidly. The faithful Editor of " Our Hope" (New York, U.S.A.)
writes in the current issue: "At that time" (thirty-one years ago)
«the vast majority of preachers were orthodox and only a handful
sneered then at Christ's Virgin birth. Where are we to-day? The
number of preachers who hold to sound doctrine and preach it becomes
smaller and smaller. The products of the modern theological seminary
are found everywhere. The denials of the supernaturalism of the
Bible and the Christ of the Bible have become such an everyday
occurrence, they have become so widespread, they are backed up by
such high sounding names with claims of great scholarship, that these
denials seem to startle nobody any longer. They are treated in a
cold-blooded indifference. What further evidence is needed to prove
that the predicted apostasy is upon us ? "
And since" predicted" what an evidence of the truth of the Bible!

It is stated, on good authority, that it is proposed, and preparations
are being made for the erection of a new Jewish Temple in Jerusalem.
A new school has been formed for the training of priests with a view
to the resumption of Levitical worship! This is a startling sign of the
times, and brightens our hope of the speedy return of our blessed
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
News of the rejection of the proposed new Prayer Book by the
House of Commons reached Canada the next morning, so wonderfully
rapid is the transmission of news nowadays! Many here rejoiced.
God again heard, and answered the prayers of His people. Praised be
His Holy Name. It now remains for the Lord's people everywhere to
continue to " earnestly contend for the faith once (Greek: "once for
all ") delivered to the saints." Though the foretold apostasy will no
doubt continue and increase, yet continual testimony must be borne
to the Truth (see 2 Tim. iv. 1-4).
" The true and proper fountain of man's salvation is God's election
and adoption by grace," expresses the view of the translators of the
Authorized Version of the Bible (see the Heading to chapter i., Epistle
to the Ephesians).
The following remarks by Percy W. Heward, in " The Student of
Scripture" (June, 1928) are very true: "Election wrongs or excludes
none: it tells of grace picking out for blessing. Election does not
keep one soul out of heaven, but freewill would keep every soul out,
were it not for election. Beloved fellow-believers, never undervalue
God's electing grace."
ROBERT J. NOYEs.
June 29th, 1928.
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WEALTH AND JOY.
ONE day several Christmases ago I was in the town, and noticed as I
passed them-two friends, an elder and a younger-mother and
daughter they appeared to be. The mother looked perplexed, the
daughter discontented. The mother was saying as I went by, "Well,
what would you like?" and somehow I have never forgotten the pathos
of it, as if there was" nothing round the spacious town to fill the vast
desire." And yet there we all were in each other's way trying to find
things to please ourselves and our friends. A more Gospel spirit no
doubt would have quoted that there is a time to give and a time to get
the things for giving, but the picture remains of those two, wanting
in the midst of sufficiency. I remembered them one Spring morning a
year or two after. I was on the Downs. It was warm and moist, and
I passed a man I knew, an elderly man. He had had to give up his
profession because of failing eyesight. He was standing with his wife,
and for the moment they seemed to have some difference of opinion,
about the way perhaps. He was carrying a coat, I believe, and an
umbrella, and a lot of golf clubs. He seemed laden all over with the
things,'and looked hot and uncomfortable. I believe that golf was supposed to be good for him, and it may be that he soon cheered up and
had a profitable morning. But I felt that if I could have made a
picture of it, I would have put underneath, " The search for joy," or
" the misery of man is great upon him."
It was not with umbrellas and golf clubs, steeled and leaded to make
them heavier, that the apostle groaned, being burdened while he
hastened to his mark and pursued the heavenly road. It was" the
law of sin in his members" that weighed him down. It was because
evil was present with him. He could not do the good he would. He
could not help doing the evil he hated. The care of all the churches
lay on his spirit, the sorrows of his friends and his own sorrows. The
word of the Lord burdened him, and the success of the Gospel, the
spreading of the saving Name of Jesus, his own insufficiency in all
these things, the wearings of the conflict, and the tearings of the way.
Yet he thanked God at times Who comforted him in all his tribulation;
and the blessed Spirit assured him, when he longed and looked for
deliverance, that the Lord condemned him in nothing. There was no
condemnation for him with God. What a revelation of love and forgiveness that must have been. What an unspeakable gift to 1."110W
that every day and all the day, while his heart condemned him, God
was greater and charged him with nothing. That mus be the rest,
or part of it, that remains for the people of God, the rest that the
weary find in Jesus. They cannot command it, or appropriate, or
work it up. They must wait and wait until He Who gave them faith
in the first place also gives them joy and peace. David felt it that
time when he went in and sat before the Lord. He was doing nothing
then, his hands and his feet had ceased their going, but his heart was
lifted up in praise and thanksgiving and love and worship to God Who
had done all for him. He had found Him, as the disciples did in their
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early days of discipleship. He had returned to God. What a blessed
journey it is-the return to God-with nothing-or less than nothing
as the prodigal had. But it was to his father that the prodigal was
going, and he would not be cast out. Though it would appear that
he was not quite sure of being received, certainly he had no idea that
his welcome would be such as it was.
No doubt the Lord looks yet and sees His children returning to Him.
A great way off it may feel, and as if sin has separated. But every day
lessens the distance. He will not be frustrated. He has ordained
peace, and will speak it. He ",ill turn our mourning into dancing.
We shall rest from our labours and be satisfied with His goodness and
His unspeakable gift, and we shall know the richness of having nothing,
and yet possessing all things.
FOLLOWER-ON.
BEHOLD!
RECENTLY reading a little book published several years ago upon the
daily walk of the believer, and meditating upon the words in St. John
i. 36, " John the Baptist looking upon Jesus as He walked," my heart
bounded to the attraction of the gaze and the privilege of it, and the
outcome of it. He uttered his great confession and declaration and
proclamation, "Behold the Lamb of God!" John not only looked
upon Him, but knew Him as he looked. He knew upon Whom he was
gazing. He knew His mission, His power, His sacrifice, His personality,
His coming triumph and His Divine nature. He recognized Him as
the Saviour of the world. When he baptized Him, he said, "I have
need to be baptized of Thee and comest Thou to me 1" He knew his
own position as forerunner, that is, a messenger sent before-as onebearing notice of the approach of someone of great importance,
" Whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose."
And so John the Baptist immediately he saw Jesus coming to him,
said, "Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the
world." He had had Divine revelation concerning Him, " Upon Whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending,.and remaining on Him, the same
is He Which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost." And he said, " I saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him."
We read, moreover, "Lo a voice from heaven saying, This is My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."
And so John the Baptist, " looking upon Jesus as He walked," again
proclaimed, "Behold the Lamb of God." "BeJwld," this means
more, far more than a mere glance as He passed. It means to fix the
eyes upon, to observe with care, to confirm the attention to, to notice
very attentively. Behold, see, gaze, look. When the Word" Behold"
occurs in the inspired Word of God it means specially mindful observation. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God." "Behold, I come
quickly."
Thus, dear believer, we may behold, and beholding rejoice, rejoice
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because the Son of God is the Lamb of God; rejoice because the Lamb
{)f God is the atoning sacrifice; rejoice because the Lamb of God is He
in Whom the Father is well pleased; rejoice because that in another
Scripture we read, "Your life is hid with Christ in God;" rejoice because
the gaze of the Father is fixed on us in His beloved Son. We can never
recount, much less sum up, all that is involved in the expression,
« Behold, the Lamb of God," as we view our position in Him.
" Looking upon Jesus as He walked." One tries to picture Him, but
the imagination fails in the sublimity of it, in the wonderful attraction,
the sweetness, the graciousness, the marvellous love and patience con·
nected with Him. We picture Him walking up the mountain apart
to pray there alone. We picture Him walking on the sea in the fourth
watch of the night, and His reassuring words to His trembling disciples,
"Be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid." We picture Him walking
about old Galilee" teaching, preaching, healing. We picture Him
walking to Bethany to the happy home in which He was always welcomed.
Vve picture Him, too, walking to the grave of Lazarus, and weeping with
them. We picture Him walking to Gethsemane, and ever mindful of
the comfort of His disciples, saying, " Sit ye here while I go and pray
yonder." We picture His return finding them not watching but
asleep, and His repeated return when He came and found them sleeping
again. We picture Him walking to Golgotha and the cruel accompaniments, all for us. Yes, and we picture Him risen and standing on the
shore again ready to refresh His disciples. Then, in that lovely picture
of His walk to Emmaus, when He walked and talked with His companions in the sweet old familiar way, we see His delights still with His
redeemed. Finally, we see the picture of Him walking in the midst
of the seven golden lampstands, and we hear Him saying, "A few
names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they
,shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy." Oh! what must
it be to be in glory walking in the light where" the Lamb is the light
thereof."
Dear child of God, let us walk in the light of His countenance here.
He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even
as He walked." We read of Peter and John that" they took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus." Oh! may it be said
of us also: "They looked unto Him and were radiant." It was said
of Samuel Rutherford, ~'the seraph whose letters soar and sing and
never cease praising the beauty and the grace of his Lord," that men
took note of Rutherford's step and carriage, as John had taken note
of Christ's. "When he walked, it was observed that he held aye his
face upward and heavenward." We meet now at times faces lit with
the sunshine of the peace which passeth all understanding, the peace
which man cannot give and man cannot take away. For grace hath
planted it, and man cannot uproot the peace in Christ, Covenant
peace, Covenant grace, Covenant glory. For His Covenant is an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure, all things, believer.
Do perplexities surround thee-perplexities with thee but not with
H
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Him 1 "Never be perplexed about the next step; that is the Lord's
work," said a now glorified preacher once. Yes, certainly. For~' the
steps" are ordered, planned from eternity. They are amongst the
" all things."
" 'rhe arms of Everlasting love
Benea.th my soul He pla.ced,
And on the Rock of ages set
My slippery footstep, fast.
The city of my bless'd abode,
Is walled around with grace;
Salvation for a bulwark stands,
To shield the sacred place.
Satan may vent his sharpest spite.
And all his legions roar;
Almighty mercy guards my life.
And bounds his raging power."
" Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound; they shall walk,
in the light of Thy countenance. In Thy Name shall they
rejoice all the day: and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted."

o Lord,

NETTlE.

SOVEREIGN GRACE.
NOTES OF A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK,
M.A., RD., AT MANCHESTER, JANUARY 18TH, 1923.

(Not revised by the speaker.)

IT gives me great pleasure to be here to-night amongst you, to address
you. I want to say, however, that I do not pretend to be an exponent
of the doctrines of sovereign grace. Probably many here will know
more than I do of these doctrines. I was not brought up under these
truths as you will have been, and am but a learner; one who is
seeking and being led along into fuller light. If I had been asked
some years ago what were the doctrines of grace, I could not have
told them, and yet at the same time I believe I knew something of
them in my experience, and have since been gradually guided by the
Spirit of God into these glorious and very comforting doctrines. I
have still, however, much to learn. When I was asked by Mr. Lythgoe
to come and speak to you to-night I was at a loss as to the subject
that I should speak upon, and then remembering the name of the
Society, viz., the Sovereign Grace Union, I thought what better subject
than sovereign grace, and so sent this title for my subject. Then I
wondered what to base my remarks upon, from the many which are
in the Word of God. When, however, I got the printed hand-bill,
I saw printed at the bottom the eighth verse of the second chapter of
Ephesians: "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God," and I said, "That is my text."
Many years ago a young student was sitting in the College Chapel
at one of our Colleges and a stranger was reading the second chapter
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of Ephesians. When he came to the eighth verse he read slowly and ,
solemnly, "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of /
yourselves; it is the gift of God," and the words went like an arrow to
young Ryle's heart, for it was he that was afterwards Bishop of
Liverpool. His eyes were opened to those truths that day, and
though we could not say he was a great exponent of the doctrines of
grace, yet I have received much benefit and comfort from reading
his works.
My text has three divisions, three great things are contained in itsalvation, grace, and faith.
SALVATION.-Ye have been saved. It has not only to do with the
present, but with the past and with the future; there are, however,
various meanings to the word salvation. What does the word sa.lvation
mean? What meaning does it convey? We might put the word
deliverance in each case and it would be right. I would not, however, think of substituting that word, the word salvation is too
precious. The root meaning, however, is deliverance. It is various
in its meaning, and it is only by studying the context that we can
ascertain in what way it is used. There are in the New Testament
over forty places where salvation is mentioned, but not with the same
object. In some places it is clearly salvation from sickness and
disease as, for instance, in the case of the woman that had an issue
twelve years. She was delivered from this sickness, and it is no small
mercy to be delivered from sickness and disease. In some cases it
is merely from temporal death, as in the case of Noah's family.
When all the world was drowned, yet we read that Noah found grace
in the eyes of the Lord and he and his family entered the ark. This
was clearly deliverance from temporal death and does not convey
anything else, and I do not think we should read more in a text than
what is stated. There may have been many saved in a spiritual
sense, but not necessarily. The greatest number of times this word
is mentioned refers undoubtedly to salvation from eternal death (as
in the case of the Philippian Jailor) and this is not only present: it
has three aspects-past, present, and future. If anybody should ask
me if I was saved, which no one ever has done, and I hope never
will, I should say, "I have been saved, I am now being saved, and
I hope that I shall be eternally saved."
It is a salvation from sin that we want. I have been saved, thank
God for His wonderful grace, in the councils of eternity before the
world was. The apostle in 1 Thess. says, " Putting on for an helmet
the hope of salvation." By His grace I am being saved from the
power of sin, and hope in the future to be saved completely from
sin. Simeon has a beautiful passage where he says, " i\1ine eyes have
seen Thy salvation," a complete salvation from sin. This salvation
is a great and eternal salvation in the Person and through the Person
of a precious Christ. He is the cause of eternal salvation, the author
and finisher of our faith. David says, "Oh, visit me with Thy
salvation. "
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GRACE.-The source of salvation. Many persons have spent many
years and some their lives in tracing some rivers to their source. What
about the mighty river of salvation ~ What is its source ~ Grace.
What is the meaning of grace ~ Many answers have been given, but
no simpler answer can be given than that which is a standard one,
viz., "unmerited favour." If I give something to somebody that
has no claim upon me, yea, on the contrary, he is underserving of it,
that is an act of grace. We, as creatures, are ever exercising the
right of this grace and claim a right to do as we like with our own.
If I choose to give something to somebody that belongs to me, what
right has anybody to object ~ Yet many will not give God the right
to do what He wills with His own. There are that claim that they
have a right to the mercy of God and to eternal salvation by their
works. Their place is a throne of justice and they will get it if they
can prove their claim. No fallen child of Adam ever did prove it,
nor ever will. It is a throne of grace we want. Our blessed Saviour
has bled and died, has fulfilled the righteous demands of God in every
particular and has taken our sins upon Him. God deals with sinners
on this account. God is able to justify through the satisfaction of
Christ. It is not of works, lest any man should boast. If man has
a particle to boast of, he will boast all right, he will do it. Some
people say Paul is the enemy of good works. His Epistles teem with
exhortations to good works, but if you put good works before salvation
you are an enemy. A man must be saved before he can bring forth
good works. Good works proceed from the grace bestowed; they
spring out from salvation. We are created in Christ Jesus, as our
friend, Mr. Mills, has just read, unto good works. This is not natural.
It does not proceed from nature, we cannot attain to it, we cannot
evolve into it, but are re-created unto it. What was God's object
in making a Christian ~ What was His object in making the birds ~
It was to fiy and sing. What was His object in making the fish?
Was it not to swim? What is a man's object in making a watch ~ Is
it not to keep time ~ So it is God's object in making a Christianthat he may do good works. We live the new life to the glory of
God, to the praise of His, grace Who has wrought them in our souls.
THROUGH FAITH.-Not by faith, but through faith. Saved by grace
through faith. What is this room illuminated with ~ Is it by wires ~
No, it is by electricity through wires. The light is in the electricity.
So grace is the source and illuminating power transmitted through
the channel of faith. Faith is the instrument. Some people say it
is like putting out a hand, and receiving this grace, but how can a
dead thing move at all? We have read to-night, "You hath He
quickened who were dead." A dead soul cannot put out any hand
until it is first quickened. It is His quickening power that first makes
us live, and then the hand of faith receives. It is the grace of God
that brings salvation, not faith. We hear little to-day of grace and
next to nothing about sovereign grace. If I choose to give a man
something freely, who can object? And if we as men can do as we
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please with our own, is God to be denied the same privilege? He . /
is a Sovereign and dispenses His gifts when, where, and how He·
pleases. If we only had time what a number of illustrations we
could bring from the Word of God.
Take Abraham, brought up amongst idolatry, serving idols, living
in sin, brought out and made the friend of God, the father of the
faithful, his seed to be numbered as the sand of the sea-shore. Take
Noah, the only one to be saved in the great flood, and the most
striking case in the Bible to me, the thief on the cross. A man taken
for committing crime and while on the cross railing at Christ, suddenly
turns to the other and reprimands him and then says, "Lord, remember
me when Thou comest in Thy Kingdom" (R.V. Mark, not to Thy
Kingdom, but" in.") Note our Lord's reply, "To-day shalt thou
be with Me in Paradise"; the only time our Lord mentions Paradise,
which means a state of peace. To-day shalt thou be with Me in peace.
Oh, the grace of God, how wonderful! We hear much about revival
to-day. What we want is a revival in the teaching of sovereign grace.
This is the remedy. "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto
me." Not universally and individually, but all kinds of men, rich
and poor, black and white, bond and free, master and men; but I
see my time has gone and I must leave you.

DIVINE DIRECTIONS AS TO PRAYER AND PRAISE.
By MR. J. K. POPHAM.
(From" The Gospel Standard.")
Now says the Apostle James, " Is any among you afflicted?" There
are three things that are afflictions to us; many, many particulars,
but three things will embrace and include matter for prayer. The
first regards the soul. 0 to be saved! What a word, what a full thing
it is, to be saved! To be saved we must know the Son of God loved
us, and gave Himself for us. To be saved is to have union with the
Lord Jesus, it is to be in the everlasting Covenant which is sealed with
the blood of Christ. It is to be members of the body of Christ in
particular, loved and elected by the Father, loved and bought h.v the
blood of the Son, loved and regenerated by the grace of the Holy Ghost.
This is to be saved; and no one will ever be saved outside those
three particulars; that is to say, no one will be saved except by the
Trinity. What a salvation! Now a sinner who does not know that,
is afflicted when the life of God is in him. He cannot be happy without
knowing that God the Father loved and elected him, without knowing
that God the Son bought him with His blood, without knowing the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, by the witness
of the Spirit. Till such knowledge comes, there must be more or less
affliction. The body of sin and death will afflict you, doubts afflict you,
fears torment you. Concern for your soul, and God's silence to you
for a time, will be an affliction. "Is any among you afflicted" in
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this way 1 Are doubts at times like swords, thorns 1 "Let him
pray." That is the word of God, ." Let him pray." What a word.is
here! It says the throne of grace is open. It says the Mediator is
in heaven presenting His precious blood there. It says God is a good
God; He invites poor sinners to the throne of His heavenly grace,
saying, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest." What an encouragement this is to pray about
our souls 1-" Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. Lord, give me
reality. Give me union with Thy dear Son, give me to realize that
Thou art indeed my God, that I may say, 'My Beloved is mine, and I
am His.' " Now that is the first thing of the three--concern about
the immortal soul. Salvation, 0 the joyful sound! Sinner, if you
want to hear it, if you are concerned about it, the direction is, " Let
him pray." God has put no bar in the way. The devil puts a
bar, sin is a bar, doubt is a bar; but God does not put a bar in
the way, He says, "Let him pray." The Spirit says it here, gives
this holy, gracious direction, " Let this poor sinner pray." The sinner
says, "I cannot"; the Spirit teaches him how. He says, "I have
bars between God and my soul"; the Spirit tells him to take them.
He says, " I do not know what to say"; the Spirit makes groanings
in his heart, so that he is able to speak in groanings that which he
cannot make out in words to the Almighty.
The second burden, the second reason and matter for prayer, is thisthat awful thing that is called" the body of sin and death." Every
living soul feels it, and the more grace there is, the more it is felt.
Who shall deliver us from it? Now the Apostle Paul tells us tha~ he
cried in it, cried out of it, " 0 wretched man that I am!" That was
prayer, that went up to God, that was a real cry in his soul; and the
Lord heard it, and down came an answer. So Paul said, "I thank
God through Jesus Christ." That is a matter for prayer: "Let him
pray." But this dreadful body of sin and death says sometimes,
" You must not pray"; sometimes it says, "I hate prayer." I do
not think there is a person here who loves and fears God, who has not
sometimes felt that abominable thing, too wicked to be properly
expressed-an aversion to prayer, anything rather than that. What
an awful thing it is-a good Physician, and we do not want Him!
a skilful Physician, and we do not want to go to Him! a Saviour,
and we do not want to have Him! That is nature, I know it. Yet
the Lord says, "You must come"; grace says, "You will have to
come"; and the Spirit says, "You may come," and He gives the
power to come. What a wonder! One petition is, "Let not any
iniquity have dominion over me." That frequently is in a sinner's
heart who feels the power of iniquity. Do you feel afraid of iniquity 1
You know your besetment, the master sin in your nature. Now says
the Holy Ghost, "Pray." Call upon the Lord in this day of trouble,
go to Him with this burden,-a great burden, a burden of iniquity,
a burden of lust, a burden of pride, a burden of independence, a spirit
to run away, to gad, and wander away from the Lord.
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And the third thing is this-the providential dealings of God with
Chastisement, the dealing of a Father with a son; and the son
is very apt through unbelief to look on his affiiction as a mark of
reprobation, very apt to say, " This is an evidence that God has no
care for me "; but that is not true. The burden of affliction is heavy,
and the man of God says, "What am I to do ~" Reason says this,
and the devil says that; the Holy Ghost says, " Let him pray." Hart
has it"The remedy's before thee-pray."
Some of us know verily the blessedness of it. We have had deliverances from trouble before we have been delivered out of it. Faith
has said, " It is coming." I have prophesied good to my own soul in
respect of providence; sometimes I have said, " It is coming, God is
going to do it." "Let him pray." God does give tokens for good
when we are in prayer. Sometimes He shines, sometimes He drops a
word, sometimes He gives remarkable liberty. Sometime8 you may
say, " Now I know I have had the ear of God, I know He has listened
to me." What an encouragement to go on praying!
Then the second word in this verse: "Is any merry? Let him sing
psalms." What will make us merry spiritually ~ Answers. When
the Lord says, "I am thy salvation," that makes a sinner merry.
When he receives a prodigal, that makes the prodigal merry. "Let
him sing psalms." The psalmist began to sing a psalm, and we have
sung it sometimes. He says, " I love the Lord, because He hath heard
my voice and my supplications. Because He hath inclined His ear
unto me, therefore will I call upon Him as long as I live."
ow
when you can sing, do. Sing while you can; if happiness is in your
soul, sing a psalm, bless God. If He gives you an answer, praise Him.
" Let him sing psalms." The Word of God furnishes us with many
sweet Psalms, whereby we can say, '" Glorious in holiness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders,' is the God on Whom we have called; and He
has sent answers of peace to us." It is good to give thanks unto God.
One said, " It is good for me that I have been affiicted." He began to
sing a psalm of praise to God for having affiicted him; as if he should
say to Him, " 0 gracious God and Father in heaven, I thank Thee for
the rod. I thank Thee for the care Thou hast taken of me, the pains
Thou hast taken with me, the mercies Thou hast made me know in
my own soul." Yes, you praise Him when you give Him thanks.
Sing psalms, my friends, whenever you get answers. You may sing
them with your friends, like the woman who called her friends and
neighbours together, and said, " Rejoice with me, for I have found the
piece which I had lost." Call your friends sometimes, and tell them
what God has done for you. Sing psalms unto Him, sing praises.
"Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord." We can never
lift Him up enough, we can never tha.nk Him enough, never praise
Him enough. It was a sweet feeling that the psalmist had when he
said, " I love the Lord"; when his heart was warmed with gratitude,
moved and enlarged with love-" I love the Lord, love Him for His
'Us.
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condescension and His goodness and His mercy, and His word given
to me, spoken to me."
Now may this double direction be spoken into our hearts, that we
may really follow it by the blessed Spirit's assistance. "Is any
among you afflicted?" We have afflictions among us, afflictions in
our friends as well as in our own cases; and the word is, "Let him
pray." Has God given any answers? Have you had any answers
lately? anything in providence done for you? any way of escape
made for you? any supply sent to you, any proof of God's goodness in
providence as well as in grace? Well, acknowledge it all, thank Him
for it all, sing psalms to Him. We are exhorted to do this one with
another, and to admonish one another. May the Lord help us to do
this. "Let him sing psalms"-let him bless the hand that has given
him mercies, and bless the power that has delivered him, and bless
the fulness that has supplied him. Amen.

ON CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD.
(FROM FORTY-ONE [LETTERS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS BY THE LATE
REV. JOHN NEWTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY WOOLNOTH,
LONDON.)
DEAR SIR,

You will, perhaps, be surprised to see my thoughts on your query
in print, rather than to receive them by the post, as you expected. But
as the subject of it is of general concern, I hope you will not be displeased that I have taken this method. It would do honour to the pen
of an able casuist, and might be of considerable service in the present
day, clearly to explain the force of the apostle's precept, " Be not conformed to this world"; and to state the just boundary between a
sinful compliance with the world, and that scrupulous singularity
which springs from a self-righteous principle, and a contracted view
of the spirit and liberty of the Gospel. To treat this point accurately,
would require a treatise rather than aJetter; I only undertake to offer
you a few hints; and, indeed, when the Iuind is formed to a spiritual
taste, a simple desire to be guided by the Word and Spirit of God,
together with a due attention to our own experience, will, in most
practical cases, supersede the necessity of long and elaborate disquisitions.
By the world, in the passage alluded to (Rom. xii. 2), I suppose the
apostle means the men of the world, in distinction from believers;
these, not having the love of God in their hearts, or his fear before
their eyes, are, of course, engaged in such pursuits and practices as are
inconsistent with our holy calling, and in which we cannot iIuitate or
comply with them, without hurting our peace, and our profession. We
are, therefore, bound to avoid conforIuity to them in all such instances;
but we are not obliged to decline all intercourse with the world, or to
impose restraints upon ourselves, when the Scripture does not restrain
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us, in order to make us as unlike the world as possible. To instance in
a few particulars :It is not necessary, perhaps it is not lawful, wholly to renounce the
society of the world. A mistake of this kind took place in the early
ages of Christianity, and men (at first, perhaps, with a sincere desire of
serving God without distraction) withdrew into deserts and uninhabited
places, and wasted their lives at a distance from their fellow-creatures.
But unless we could flee from ourselves likewise, this would afford us no
advantage; so long as we carry our own wicked hearts with us, we
shall be exposed to temptation, go where we will. Besides, this would
be thwarting the end of our vocation. Christians are to be the salt
and the light of the world, conspicuous as cities set upon a hill; they
are commanded to " let their light shine before men, that they, beholding their good works, may glorify their Father Who is in heaven." This
injudicious deviation from the paths of nature and Providence, gave
occasion at length to the vilest abominations; and men, who withdrew
from the world under the pretence of retirement, became the more
wicked and abandoned, as they lived more out of public view and
observation.
Nor are we at liberty, much less are we enjoined, to renounce the
duties of relative life, so as to become careless in the discharge of them.
Allowances should, indeed, be made for the distresses of persons newly
awakened, or under the power of temptation, which may, for a time,
so much engross their thoughts, as greatly to indispose them for their
bounden duty. But, in general, the proper evidence of true Christia.ns
is, not merely that they can talk about divine things, but that, by the
grace of God, they live and act agreeably to the rules of His word, in
the state in which His Providence has placed them, whether as masters
or servants, husbands or wives, parents or children; bearing rule, or
yielding obedience, as in His sight. Diligence and' fidelity in the
management of temporal concernments, though observable in the
practice of many worldly men, may be maintained without a sinful conformity to the world.
Neither are we required to retuse a moderate use of the comforts and
conveniences of life, suitable to the station which God has appointed
us in the world. The spirit of self-righteousness and will-"Worship
works much in this way, and supposes that there is something excellent
in long fastings, in abstaining from pleasant food, in wearing meaner
clothes than is customary with those in the same rank of life, and in
many other austerities and singularities, not commanded by the word
of God. And many persons, who are in the main sincere, are grievously
burdened with scruples respecting the use of lawful things. It is true,
there is need of a constant watch, lest what is lawful in itself, become
hurtful to us by its abuse. But these outward strictnesses may be
carried to great lengths, without a spark of true grace, and even without
the knowledge of the true God. The mortifications and austerities
practised by the Brahmins in India (if the accounts we have of them
be true), are va.stly more severe tha.n the most zealous effects of modern
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superstition in our country. There is a strictness which arises rather
from ignorance than knowledge, is wholly conversant about externals,
and gratifies the spirit of self as much in one way as it seems to retrench
it in another. A man may almost starve his body to feed his pride:
but to those who fear and serve the Lord, every creature of God is good,
and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving, for it is
sanctified by the word of God and prayer.
Notwithstanding these limitations, the precept is very extensive and
important. "Be not conformed to the world." As believers, we are
strangers and pilgrims upon earth. Heaven is our country, and the
Lord is our King. We are to be known and noticed as his subjects,
and therefore it is His pleasure that we do not speak the language, or
adopt the customs of the land in which we sojourn. We are not to
conform to the world, as we did in the days of our ignorance. And
though we have received the principles of grace, and have tasted of
the goodness of the Lord, the exhortation is still needful; for we are
renewed but in part, and are liable to be drawn aside to our hurt by
the prevalence of evil examples and customs around us.
We must not conform to the spirit of the world. As members of
society, we have a part to act in it in common with others. But if our
business is the same, our principles and ends are to be entirely different.
Diligence in our respective callings is, as I have already observed, commendable, and our duty: but not with the same views which stimulate
the activity of the men of the world. If they rise early, and take rest
late, their endeavours spring from and terminate in self, to establish
and increase their own importance, to add house to house, and field to
field, that, like the builders of Babel, they may get themselves a name,
or provide means for the gratification of their sinful passions. If they
succeed, they sacrifice to their own net; if they are crossed in their
designs, they are filled with anxiety and impatience; they either
murmur or despond. But a Christian is to pursue his lawful calling
with an eye to the providence of God, and with submission to His
wisdom. Thus, 80 far as he acts in the exercise of faith, he cannot be
disappointed. He casts his care upon his heavenly Father, Who has
promised to take care of him. What He gives, he receives with thankfulness, and is careful, as a faithful steward, to improve it for the
furtherance of the cause of God, and the good of mankind; and if he
meets with losses and crosses, he is not disconcerted, knowing that all
his concerns are under a Divine direction; that the Lord Whom he
serves, chooses for him better than he could choose for himself; and
that his best treasure is safe, out of the reach of the various changes to
which all things in the present state are liable.
We must not conform to the maxims of the world. The world, in
various instances, calls evil good, and good evil. But we are to have
recourse to the law and to the testimony, and to judge of things by the
unerring word of God, uninfluenced by the determination of the great,
or the many. We are to obey Goq rather than man, though upon this
account we may expect to be despised or reviled, to be made a gazing-
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8tock or a laughing-stock to those who set His authority at defiance.
We must bear our testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus, avow the
cause of His despised people, and walk in the practice of universal
obedience, patiently endure reproaches, and labour to overcome evil
with good. Thus we shall show that we are not ashamed of Him. And
there is an hour coming, when He will not be ashamed of us, who have
followed Him, and borne His cross, in the midst of a perverse generation,
but will own our wortWess names before the assembled world.
We must not conform to the world in their amusements and diversions.
We are to mix with the world so far as our necessary and providential
connections engage us; so far as we have a reasonable expectation of
doing or getting good, and no further. "What fellowship hath light
with darkness, or what concord hath Christ with Belial ~" What call
can a believer have into those places and companies, where everything
tends to promote a spirit of dissipation; where the fear of God has
no place; where things are purposely disposed to inflame, or indulge
corrupt and sinful appetites and passions, and to banish all serious
thoughts of GDd and ourselves ~ If it is our duty to redeem time, to
walk with God, to do all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to follow the example which He set us when He was upon earth, and
to work out our salvation with fear and trembling; it must of course
be our duty to avoid a conformity with the world, in those vain and
sensual diversions, which stand in as direct contradiction to a spiritual
frame of mind as darkness to light.
The leading desires of every person, under the influence of Gospel
principles, will be to maintain an habitual communion with GDd in his
own soul, and to manifest the power of His grace in the sight of men.
Sa far as a Christian is infected by a conformity to the spirit, maxims,
and sinful customs of the world, these desires will be disappointed.
Fire and water are not more opposite, than that" peace of God which
passeth all understanding," and that poor precarious pleasure which
is sought in a compliance with the world; a pleasure (if worthy the
name) which grieves the Spirit of God, and stupefies the heart. Whoever, after having tasted that the Lord is gracious, has been prevailed
on to make the experiment, and -to mingle with the world's vanities,
has certainly thereby brought a damp upon his experience, and indisposed himself for the exercise of prayer, and the contemplation of
Divine truths. And if any are not sensible of a difference in this
respect, it is because the poison has taken a still deeper effect, so as to
benumb their spiritual senses. Conformity to the world is the bane
of many professors in this day. They have found a way, as they
think, to serve both God and Mammon. But because they are doubleminded, they are unstable; they make no progress; and, notwithstanding their frequent attendance upon ordinances, they are lean,
from day to day; a form of godliness, a scheme of orthodox notions,
they may attain to, but they will remain destitute of the life, power,
and comfort of religion, so long as they cleave to those things which
are incompatible with it.
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Conformity to the world is equally an obstruction in the way of
those who profess a desire of glorifying God in the sight of men. Such
professors do rather dishonour Him; by their conduct, as far as in
them lies, they declare, that they do not find the religion of the Gospel
answer their expectations; that it does not afford them the satisfaction
they once hoped for from it; and that, therefore, they are forced to
seek relief from the world. They grieve the people of God by their
compliances, and oftentimes they mislead the weak, and by their
examples encourage them to venture upon the like liberties, which
otherwise they durst not have attempted. They embolden the wicked
likewise in their evil ways, while they see a manifest inconsistency
between their avowed principles and their practice; and thus they
cause the ways of truth to be evil spoken of. The paper constrains me
to conclude abruptly. May the Lord enable you and me to lay this
subject to heart, and to pray that we may, on the one hand, rightly
understand and prize our Christian liberty; and, on the other hand,
be preserved from that growing evil,-a conformity to the world!
I am, &c.

60nt5ponlJrnu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A Missionary to Sailors writes: "Thank you most
sincerely for the lovely parcel of books you have again sent us. We
have a couple of young fellows, ages 16 and 17, who have come out
brightly on the Lord's side, and they are very keen on giving out tracts
and very happy about it too. Both are sailor's sons and hope to make
the sea their career. The nicely bound books came in beautifully
for special presents as prizes at the children's meeting. I am giving
them a competition next week. They are to write an alphabet
describing some of the beauties and. wonders of the Lord Jesus, and
those who do best and can give Scripture references will receive a prize,
and in this way your gifts will help us. Work becomes increasingly
hard everywhere, I believe. It is seldom one finds a hearing ear and
an understanding heart. The devil has much of his own way. Still
we look for gleanings and do get a few sheaves. May God bless you
and yours." We shall be glad of fresh help from the friends of the
soldier and sailor.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, August, 1928.
" THE greatest saints must be cautioned against the greatest sins."Rev. LACHLAN MACKENZIE.
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SINGING TO THE LORD.

IN one of the late Miss Havergal's poems, she wrote :11 Rejoice in this good thing,
The Lord thy God hath given thee
The happy power to sing."

All my young readers will agree with me that it is a happy power. I
know a person who truly loves the Lord, who is dumb. She can of
course manifest her pleasure in her face, but I have often felt grieved
that she has no power to speak or sing. The Lord Jesus is very precious to her, and in many letters she has told me of the happy times
she has alone with" Jesus and His precious Word." She is placed in
trying circumstances, but finds comfort in communion with her Lord
and with one or two Christian friends who go to see her.
Have you ever thanked God for" the happy power to sing"? And
when you sing, do you want to sing to the Lord? If the Holy Spirit
has taught you what a sinner you are in His sight, utterly lost, with no
power to do anything to save yourself, and then has revealed the Lord
Jesus Christ to you as the Son of God Who loved you and gave Himself
for you, I know that you will want to sing to the Lord. Your heart
will joyfully respond to the words of the Psalmist-" 0 come, let us
sing unto the Lord."
The son of a. doctor in London, a lad eighteen years of age, was converted nearly seven years ago, and told a friend a short time afterwards that his singing was all changed.· He now found himself singing
hymns and choruses instead of the things which he used to sing before.
The Apostle Paul twice refers to /tinging to the Lord. Writing to the
Christians at Ephesus as to how they should show themselves to be
"followers of God," he says-" Speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to
the Lord" (Eph. v. 19). The mention of melody seems to speak to us
of a heart full of praise to God, and free from anxiety, quietly resting
in Him with regard to all that concerns us. Anxious care would soon
spoil melody.
It is in the Epistle to the Colossians that we get the other reference
to singing to the Lord. We read in Col. iii. 16-" Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord." You see, my dear young reader, you
cannot lting to the Lord unless there is grace in the heart, and that grace
comes to us from Him, Who is "the God of all grace."
Singing to the Lord is often referred to in the Psalms, where we are
told" it is good to sing praises unto our God." May the purpose be
true of each reader-" While I live will I praise the Lord: I will sing
praises unto my God while I have any being" (Ps. cxlvii. 2).

E. A. H.
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18roHstant 16earon.
GOSPEL MINISTRY AND PRIESTCRAFT CONTRASTED.
NOTES OF A LECTURE

BY

THE LATE REV. W. SINDEN.

THE importance of my subject overawes me-it creates in me a
measure of tremulousness, which a lighter subject would fail to do.
To handle such a subject I feel the need of Divine wisdom: I feel the
need of the Lord's help to enable me to contrast His mercy to His
people with Satan's gospel.
I must begin at the beginning. Why is our subject called the Gospel
Ministry, the Gospel of the grace of God ~ Why do we value the
Gospel ? We see a link was broken between God and man by the Fall
of Adam. I must begin at the Fall of man if I want to understand
what Christ is to His people. Many ignore this doctrine as used up.
It is ours to know in reality that man has fallen; the link is lost as far
as man is concerned. In spite of the rise of intellect men are groping
in darkness, groping in -ignorance. A man who cannot trace God in
His work, in His creation, must be dull indeed.
Hence, from the Fall has lain latent in man's bosom some idea of
worship. The inquiry has been, "Where is God Who created me? "
These questions are asked by the heathen. We see by the worship set
up on the face of the earth, there is a question as to the Being of God.
There is no supply by man's wisdom of the missing link; it is reserved
by God unto Himself to supply the link. The Divine means are made
simple to us by His revelation, by His own discovery of Himself to us.
" He has spoken "-no other means could suffice. "He has spoken "this is the Gospel of the grace of God.
If the message is not God-given, the blessings revealed by the
message are not God-given. There is a necessity of holding fast to the
great fact of Inspiration. This great fact has had many assaults, and
it has stood them all; if the devil could ,persuade man that the
Bible is not inspired, he would overthrow the belief of God's
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people. Let us consider the sacred channel by which Ovd has revealed
Himself to us. This channel is Inspiration. God has chosen men to
give to the world His definite will. The Holy Ghost says: "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." According
to the original it means: "All Scripture was breathed into of God."
The word is the breath of God-the Bible-the Scriptures-the way
given. God did not train men to write His word; He took them just
as He found them, poor carnal creatures, for the purpose of transmitting
the heavenly treasure to men.
The other day I met a man, who professed to be a Christian, who
ignored the Divinity of Christ. He told me he believed in the Inspiration of the Bible; but he believed Dickens and Lytton were inspired
just as the Apostle Paul. This is the idea thousands carry with them:
it were better if they abandoned their belief in inspiration altogether.
They confound genius with inspiration; genius is not inspiration.
It was through a channel of weakness-a channel of illiteratenessthat the grand living truths of love and mercy were given to us. If
you had to portray the Person of God, what tremulousness! what
excitement would rest upon you-how the Infinite Majesty of God
would awe you! And yet carnal men were enabled to write down
what they saw, and that which was revealed to them, all as certain
facts, all as a declaration, an assertion. Of such wonderful themes
as Gethsemane, and the suffering on the Cross, they write calmly.
To men were transmitted the doctrines of redeeming love, under
the influence of the Spirit of God. We read of " treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us."
What is the message ~ God's word is very simple. If any person
cannot see that it is simple, it is because of that which is not simple
in himself. Truth is a perfect, simple element. Of truth we are in
search. I love truth wherever I find it. All the truth that science
shows me I will follow. Scientists contradict one another; but there
are no contradictions in the Sacred Book. One great proof that the
Bible is a God-given Book is that it has been assaulted and yet has
stood throughout. Supposing now that a man were to get up here
and say something of this kind: "I have been cast into the fire, and
yet have not been burned, I have been in the flood, and have not been
drowned; I have swallowed poison, and it has not killed me "-should
we not think it very wonderful ~ And yet this is the fate of God's
word-it has passed through the fire, through the flood; through the
adulteration of Rome it has passed in purity, it has outlived every
storm. And God has preserved it, Who is its Author.
There are some people who consider the Gospel as confined to the
New Testament. In a certain sense they are not incorrect; and yet,
in reality, I must have the whole Book as The Gospel. The generation
of men began before the Gospel message of everlasting mercy was
delivered to men. The Gospel begins in Genesis, else how can the
missing link be supplied ~
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Behold two brothers, each with a desire to worship God! One takes
'- of the fruits of the earth-Cain's sacrifice was good as far as it went;
it was an acknowledgment of God's benevolence as a God of nature.
Abel's offering was of the firstlings of his flock-he brought blood
before God. This is the opening up of the bestowing of faith in the
Gospel as the only melj.ns of redemption. Abel had no faith in the
blood of the lamb he offered; his faith centred in the Lamb of God
of which his offering was an illustration.
We are brought on through the Sacred Book, we come to the Gospel
under the Mosaic economy as by Jehovah established. God commanded Moses to make all things according to the pattern showed in
the Mount. We hold this as Protestants. We do not wish to quarrel
with anyone-we are accountable to God alone, and not to men. We
must not force anyone to accept our opinion; nor must we yield our
truth. Truth must be truth.
Let us come to the Jewish economy. First we have the moral lawGod gave to man His idea of Holiness, which showed man his lost and
ruined state. Man is condemned when the law speaks home to him.
This moral law is an aggravation of the missing link. The law shows
the distance between the sinner and God. By the law, the moral law,
no man can approach to God.
Secondly-now we have another law, the ceremonial law. The
Apostle Paul says in his Epistle to the Hebrews, "The law made
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did, by the which
we draw nigh unto God." The law of ceremonies made a way to
approach God. God centred the whole of the way of approaching Him
in the High Priest. He dispensed what God enjoined in the midst of
Israel. The High Priest once a year went into the Holy of Holies
with blood upon him. The ancient worshipper by means of the bullock
confessed his sins to God. God shows mercy to sinners. This is very
simple; it is the testimony of the Son of God, " Who was to come to
put away sin."
The Aaronic priesthood is all done away, with its types and shadows.
"Keep that old wardrobe of Aaron locked, there is no need of his
garments now." I think it matters but little what ministers wear
when they preach, so long as they put no significance to their garb.
But as it was with Aaron, so it is with the Papal priest; each garment
he wears urges some dogma-some ritual. Aaron's garments were
all typical of the Gospel. Christ is the centre of the Gospel.
The Apostle Paul had one message, one central message to deliver.
There are many ways of presenting a central message, a message of
everlasting mercy. The Apostle Paul determined to show by this
message nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. God sent His
message before the Roman Hierarchy began or God willed the message,
not man. "I am determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ and
Him crucified." How many in this time state are changing the message among the sons of men! Christ supplied the missing link; by
Him we are saved, through Him we are brought into relation with God.
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Arld now what is ministry ~ It is an exceedingly simple, blessed,
pure force. Ministry began when God said, "Let there be light, and
there was light." This was the beginning of God's ministry. When
God called the worlds into being, when He made the trees, the beasts,this was power. When He commanded the sun to rule the day, and
the stars to rule the night, that rule was ministry. These are the
ordinances of Heaven; when they cease, God will cease to love His
people.
We read, " A sower went forth to sow"-to minister. As he shed
his seed on the earth, he was the mi.nister of the forces of nature on
seed. The Spirit of God works according to this simile; He is the
minister of the love of the Lord Jesus Christ to His people. The
ordinances of the earth and the forces of nature are ministry. A
minister must extract from some source; I hate a gospel of doubt.
The sun was to rule the day. What a gentle ministry! Can we
wonder at the Persians in their ignorance worshipping this glorious
sun ~ As with the rising of the sun, so with the Coming of Christ----we
have the ancient -Scripture dawn, and then we have the meridian
beams of the sun to illustrate Christ manifest in the flesh.
The eye is a beautiful organ; but it is of no use without light. The
eye cannot see; it receives light with which to see light. The sun
dispenses heat as well as light; we can get no heat from any other
source.
Then we have another ministry-the ministry of the clouds: I
think this is a very beautiful ministry. God through this ministry in
His sovereign way dispenses rain on the objects of the earth. I am
told that there is a great difference between the shedding of the clouds
and the use of my watering-pot; my watering-pot does not do half
so much good as natural rain. In the order of nature there is an opening up of each plant before rain; vegetation seems to understand
that rain is coming and it must open up to receive it. In this way
God dispenses clouds of mercy-He prepares hearts to receive His
blessings. This is the Gospel ministry. The clouds are supplied by
continual revolution; the clouds dispense and the sun gathers up.
It is just so with the Gospel of tlie Lord Jesus Christ; in Christ there
is an all-sufficiency to meet the wants of men.
I take the liberty to contrast this ministry with priestcraft. Those
men who were first taken and inspired to write the word of God are
on an equality with those who are called to receive that word. We
are not inspired as Paul was-that is, not to write. Blessed be God:
" It is written"; now to us ministers is given the dispensing of the
word.
John the Baptist was typical of the Gospel minister; as he saw
Christ, he was given faith to say, "Behold the Lamb of God." God
enriches men with knowledge and understanding, and sends them
forth, and speaks through them to His people. The preaching of the
word is received by God's people, by which they are brought into
union with Him, and made meet to look forward to an eternity of rest.
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I am saved once for all; I want no human priest; I am satisfied with
the terms of mercy; my soul rejoices in the everlasting mercy of
God.
It is morally impossible to accept the Church of Rome-are we not
to lift up our voice against her and warn our fellow-sinners ~ It is
because of the spread of false gospel, that we stand up now and try to
show the nature of the Gospel of which Christ is the Centre and fulness.
Christ is still living, still reigning; He has never delegated His office
to man. Away with that word priest! If we have a priest, we must
have an altar; if we have an altar, we must have a sacrifice. Perhaps
you will ask this question: "Does not a Roman Catholic believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ ~" I cannot probe the heart of a Roman
Catholic; I cannot tell you what he believes; perhaps he does not
know himself. But I will ask you this question: "Do Roman
Catholics believe in the Lord Jesus Christ savingly ~" I want to
draw a distinction between a knowledge in the head, and a saving
knowledge of Christ.
We do not wage war personally with any man; we have no enmity
against the persons of Roman Catholics. The Arminian, the man who
works for his salvation, is just as far as the Roman Catholic from God;
it is against the gospel that he teaches that we speak. Rome boasts
that she bases all that she believes on the Bible; but she does not hold
the Gospel pure and simple. She has adulterated the Gospel. She
has added tradition to the Gospel. She has turned aside from truth
to tradition-" Ye have made the word of God of none effect by your
tradition." Rome fell into this error. She has added the decrees of
her Councils to the Gospel. The canons of the Council of Trent are
held to be of equal authority with the Bible.
Then there were the Latin Fathers; probably some of them were
good men. I believe Augustine was a good man, but he was not clear.
It was marvellous that he should have had as much light as he had,
if we consider the dark age in which he lived. It was on account of
the Arian heresy that the Latin Fathers commented on the word of
God, and gave their different opinions of its doctrines. We hear of
the unanimous consent of the Fathers-we are to believe nothing on
which the Fathers do not agree. These Fathers vary in their judgment
and their teaching. How, then, can we understand the word of God
by their comments, when they are unanimous in nothing but in disagreeing with each other ~
We have our Commentators, Scott, Henry and Gill; but we do not
place them on a par with the Word of God. "To the law and to the
testimony, if they speak not according to the Word of God it is because
there is no light in them." Our Commentators are not held to have
equal authority with the Bible. Rome has added to the Bible here
and there; she has recruited her powers; she stands before the world
with new pretensions. Rome has over-awed the minds and intellects
of men with her doctrines. Her one great central dogma is the Mass.
The word Mass is derived in this way. In the ancient Latin Church,
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just before the Communion Service the priest used to say, " Missa est."
With these words he dismissed the congregation, only the people of
God were to remain to commemorate the Lord's Supper. We see the
subtlety of the devil in seizing on such a simple ordinance as the Lord's
Supper on which to base this wicked dogma. Then the words the
Lord uttered, " This is My Body," they have taken literally-so much
depends on taking these words literally. This doctrine is set up in
the English Church by Tractarians and Ritualists. What depends
on this dogma ~ Why, transubstantiation.
Transubstantiation is a big word, a mouthful; by it we understand
that by some ghostly means a bit of bread, or a wafer, is transformed
into the Body, Soul and Deity of the Son of God. Anything more
gross we do not find in heathen mythology. I can find heathen who
take a piece of wood and make it into a god, who worship a wooden
god. I can find heathen who take rats and mice and beetles, and
deify them-but nowhere can I find a god of dough. This doctrine
would not stand if it were not for the things that surround it. When
the priest utters the words: "Hoc est Meum Corpus," then the wafer
is transformed: but this wafer will yet decay; it will, if permitted,
get mouldy. How, then, can it be changed ~ Supposing the priest
has this power, if Christ has suffered, why should there be a repetition
of the sacrifice ~ And then why not transubstantiate the cup ~
Christ says, " I am the Door"; He says, " I am the Vine"; was He
a door literally ~ Was He a Vine literally ~ We read of seven candlesticks which were seven churches; were the churches really candlesticks ~
There is contradiction in God's Word to this great lie hatched by
Rome for her own purposes. Bear this in mind. It is left to a few
of us to make a defence against this great lie. Where do they get
another dogma from-the priesthood ~ The priesthood I have shown
in connection with the altar and the sacrifice. It is a mock priesthood.
There is a priesthood; I hope I am a member of it. The Word of
God says: "Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins
in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and
His Father." This is Resurrection language. My Master spoke it
down from Heaven. There is a wonderful dignity with Christ's
speaking.
Now let us consider the Apocrypha. Rome has the Apocrypha in
her Bible. The Fathers do not agree as to the Apocrypha. The
majority stand against it: but when Rome has her own ends in view,
she is not particular to keep to the laws she makes; therefore, in spite
of the Holy Fathers' disagreement on the Apocrypha, she will have it.
From this source she gets tradition; from it she gets prayers for
the dead; from it she gets her purgatory. It is her reservoir, the
place where she finds her dogmas. Now in one part of the Apocrypha
we find a writer saying something after this kind: "If I have not
written what I should, may I be pardoned ~" Now can you imagine
any person inspired by God asking pardon for what he has written ~
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The Apocrypha is not a bad book; it is worth possessing; but it is
worthless in comparison with the canon of eternal Truth.
The Confessional.-This is fast spreading in our land; it must blast
any kingdom where its influence spreads. There is no authority in
the Gospel for us to confess our sins to a priest. James says, " Confess
your faults one to another." If you have injured me, confess it, and
I will forgive you, and if I have injured you, I will confess it. So you
see the priest must be confessed. I hope he will not confess to me
a~ter being in a box and receiving the confessions of his fellowsmners.
Lift up your voice against the confessional. Go straight to God;
there is no Mediator appointed here below. The confessional brings
a nation under sorrow, and under woe, and under death. The true
religion of God must be a blessing where received. The Gospel of the
grace of God cannot be received into a nation without being a blessing
to that nation.
There were nine thousand people in Geneva when Calvin went there.
He found the place a perfect sink of iniquity; he tried to touch the
government of Switzerland with the Gospel of God; he caused a
division. There was peace in Geneva because there was darkness.
Paul found the Athenians to be at peace, at peace with all gods: lest
they had overlooked one, out of courtesy they put up an altar, "To
the Unknown God," so that they could be at harmony with gods.
What confusion there was after Paul's preaching! What opposition
it raised! It was just so prior to the breaking out of the glorious
Reformation. Rome said, " All is peace," and not long after Luther
nailed up his Theses at Wittenberg Church, and thus began that great
and bloody struggle which ended in the Thirty Years' War.
The Gospel is a boon to every nation where it is received. The
Gospel was a boon to Geneva. Let us turn to Ireland. What is its
need ~ The mightiest blessing men could bestow on it would be to
give it the Gospel of God. Nothing can do Ireland any good till the
power of the priesthood is hurled from her midst. Why should a
nation having natural resources be down-trodden by a priesthooddarkness reigning on every side, murder and cruelty going hand in
hand-trodden down by this iniquitous system ~
In Spain they have bull-fights; once it was so in England when the
Gospel was at its lowest. The Gospel has taken effect in this direction,
and bull-fights are done away with in England.
If you will excuse me I will quote from Tennyson in his " Northern
Farmer" :
" An' I halius coom'd to's Church afoor moy Sally wur dead,
An' 'eerd 'um a bummin' awaay loike a buzzard-clock ower
my'ead,
An' I niver kn3ow'd whot a mean'd but I thowt a 'ad summut
to saay,
An' I thowt a said whot a owt to 'a said, 'an I coom'd
awaay."

This is a typical illustration of what once existed in our country.·
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In Spain lately, at a Cathedral, a great magnate announced at a
service on Sunday that there would be a bull-fight in the afternoon.
This needs no comment.
I am glad to live in a land that is under the influence of the Gospel.
Men call it public opinion-the rise of intellect. It is the power of
the Word of God.
I have much more to say to you, but my time is up: you have
listened very attentively, and I thank you for it.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WRITING to give information of the decease of one of the pensioners of
the Society in August, an esteemed Almoner says: "Had she lived till
the end of next month she would have been 92. Her health was remarkably good for her years, until a few months since and, even then, she
continued to ' get about' in her home until the 23rd ult. Thus she
was mercifully spared any protracted experience of pain or discomfort.
She was a kindly, cheerful, industrious, godly woman. I never visited
her without feeling the better in my own spirit for having called upon
her. She was not a glib talker on religion, but its light shone through
her features and made her life exemplary. She had trials, many and
great, in her earlier years, but God led her on safely so that she feared
not.
"Notwithstanding the extreme weakness of the last few days here,
she was much sustained in spirit, and her son heard her singing, during
the last night but one before her passing, ' God moves in a mysterious
way' to the tune' Warwick.'
" She was deeply appreciative of your Society's help (which I can
imagine was never better bestowed). I used to take a receipt for the
quarterly payments, and I was always pleased to see how the old lady
would add in her plain but slowly penned writing' with thanks.' My
short formula did not quite meet the case."
Thus, one after another, to whom it has been a privilege to minister,
passes on; but others who are 'travellers to the Heavenly land need
h~lp by the way, and the number assisted increases rather than otherWIse.
Services will be held in the interest of the Society at Derby Road,
Croydon, on the 12th, and at Devizes on the 26th, of September.

" AND as to the Lord's Prayer, although it be an easy thing to say,
Our Father, etc., with the mouth; yet there is very few that can, in the
Spirit, say the two first words in that prayer; that is, that can call
God their Father, as knowing what it is to be born again, and as having
experience, that they are begotten of the Spirit of God: which if
they do not, all is but babbling."-(BuNYAN's Graa Aboundittg.)

