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THREE GREAT WORDS.
H.-LOVE.
" We give thanks to GOD and the FATHER 01 our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, praying always lor you, since we heard 01 your laith in
CHRIST JESUS, and ot the love which ye have to all the saints,
lor the hope which is laid up lor yrnt in heaven."-CoL. i. 3-5.
FAITH, love, and hope, these are the three great words used by the
inspired apostle in the passage we have set down. The saints in
Colosse were characterized by "faith in CHRIST JESUS," "love to
all the saints," and by a "hope" laid up for them in heaven.
In our last " Family Portion" we dwelt upon the first of these
great words-Faith. Now let us think of the second great word
-Love. These two graces always go together. All who have
faith in Christ Jesus will manifest some measure of love to all
who are animated by the same Divinely-implanted faith. Those
who have passed from death unto life, and have been led by the
SPIRIT to have faith in CHRIST JESUS, will also manifest love to
the brethren. A total absence of love to the saints implies a total
absence of spiritual life. Let us briefl.y dwell on this love of which
the apostle here speaks.
1. First, it was a love produced by the HOLY SPIRIT.
There is a natural love which prevails even among the people
of the world. A parent has some love for his offspring, a husband
has some love for his wife, and a wife manifests a measure of natural
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love for her husband. Our LORD speaks of this natural love when
He says, "If ye love them which love you, what reward have ye ~
do not even the publicans the same ~ " (Matt. v. 46).
The love of which the apostle speaks, however, is a spiritual
love, a love produced in the believer by the SPIRIT. This is more
permanent and more far-reaching than any merely natural love.
An inspired description of this love is given by the apostle in
1 Cor. xiii. 4-8. It" suffereth long, and is kind." It" envieth
not," "vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up." It" doth not
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked."
It "rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth." It
"beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things." It" never faileth." It always abides.
Dr. Hodge says in reference to part of this description, "Love
believes all things, is not suspicious, but readily credits what men
say in their own defence. Hopeih all things, i.e., hopes for the
best with regard to all men."
Now this love is of GOD the HOLY GHOST. "The fruit of the
SPIRIT is love." It was such love which characterized the Colossian saints. Epaphras had declared to the apostle their "love
in the SPIRIT," i.e., the love quickened in their hearts by the HOLY
'GHOST. This love is far more real, extensive and abiding than
.any merely natural love. That the HOLY SPIRIT may produce it
:more and more in our hearts should be our constant prayer. This
"love is of GOD, and everyone that loveth is born of GOD, and
:knoweth GOD" (1 John iv. 7). Those who are regenerated" are
-taught of GOD to love one another" (1 Thess. iv. 9).
2. Secondly, it was a love t-o all the saints.
The word" saint" in the New Testament is applied to all be1ievers. It is not restricted to the apostles or to persons eminent
:for sanctity of life. It denotes those who are sanctified or set
.apart from the world, and regenerated by the HOLY GHOST. Now
~aints differ in many ways. They differ in the station in life
which they occupy. They differ in their possessions. They differ
:in race and colour. They differ in temperament and natural
-characteristics. Some are less amiable than others. Some are
:less attractive in manner. A man may indeed be one of GOD'S
;.saints and yet there may be many things tolerated in his life and
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walk which are unattractive and unlovely. Yet in spite of the
saints' peculiarities and faults, love is to be extended to them.
The love which marked the Colossians was a love "to all the
saints." It is not always easy to love some of the saints. Their
ways may often irritate us, yet it is evident that the love
produced by the SPIRIT is a love" to all the saints."
We are not, of course, to condone error or sin and it may sometimes be necessary.to protest against error or sin in a saint, yet at
all times we are to love one another. "This is l\fy Commandment,'"
the LORD says, "That ye love one another, as I have loved you"
(John xv. 12). Our LORD loved His disciples in spite of their
erroneous thoughts, their ambitions to be great and their many
failings. He loves us in spite of many sins and imperfections
although we always deserve that He should cease to love us. If
we love one another as He loves us, we shall go on loving though
those whom we love may irritate and annoy us.
Note the Apostle Paul's teaching: "Owe no man anything,
but to love one another" (Rom. xiii. 8). Note the Apostle John's
teaching: "Beloved, if GOD so loved us, we ought also to love
one another" (1 John iv.H). Note the Apostle Peter's teaching:
" Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the SPIRIT unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love
one another with a pure heart fervently" (1 Peter i. 22).
Wno can say that he comes up to the standard of Scripture in
regard to love "to all the saints"? Not one. We must all
humbly acknowledge that our love to one another comes lamentably short of CHRIST'S love to us.
3. Thirdly, it was a love which needed to be stimulated and stirred up.

Though the apostle had heard of their love "to all the saints"
he still finds it needful to exhort them to put off anger, wrath and
malice, and to put on, as the elect of GOD, "bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering." They
are bidden to forgive one another, even as CHRIST forgave them,
and above all these things they are exhorted to "put on charity
(love), which is the bond of perfectness" (Col. iii. 8, 12-14).
Evidently we are always prone to be angry, wrathful and malicious, and we always need to seek for grace to put on afresh that
love which is kind, humble, forbearing and forgiving. If the old
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nature were dead as some suggest, there would be no need for
these inspired exhortations to put off the evil and to put on the
good. The longer we live the more we must sorrowfully own that
the flesh is still in us and that only constant Divine grace can keep
us from yielding ourselves to its continual uprisings.
4. Lastly, it was a love which needed to be manifested in all the
relationships of life.
The husband was to love his wife and be not bitter against her.
The wife's love to her husband was to be shown by submitting
herself unto him. The love of fathers for their children was to
be manifested in such a way that they would not provoke their
children to anger. Children's love to parents was to be manifested in obeying them.
Servants are to show their love to their masters by obeying
them, "not with eye service, as men-pleasers; but in singleness
of heart, fearing GOD," and whatsoever they do as their masters'
servants, they are to " do it heartily, as to the LORD, and not unto
men." Masters, also are to love their servants and give unto them
" that which is just and equal" (Col. iii. 18 to iv. 1).
We thus see that where there is true faith in CHRIST JESUS,
there will be love to all the saints in all the relationships of life, and
we are also reminded how lamentably we fail to walk in love as
CHRIST also hath loved us. May we humble ourselves to the
dust and seek for more grace to walk more worthily of our vocation.
"Oh may we love each other, Lord,
As we are loved of Thee:
For none are truly born of God,
Who live in enmity."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" THE humblest sinner is capable of the closest communion, and is
thereby fitted for the largest communications of Jesus' love. The
emptiest hold the most, and the emptiest receive the most. 0 for
daily emptying! This self, this full self, what reasonings, what
legality, what self-righteousness has it, and all to keep us from being
filled with the fulness of Christ; this is your grand enemy, that idol
self."-W. Romaine.

The Gospel Magazine

373

THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH IN ALL AGES.
" For He is our peace, Who hath made both one."

-EPHES. ii. 14..
THERE have been those who have taught that the Old Testament
saints are not members of the Church of God. Some have even
gone so far as to teach that the apostles did not belong to the
Church. They have said that the calling out of the Church was
a secret, and that no one knew that such a body would be called
out until it was specially revealed to the Apostle Paul. It followed
from this teaching that the Church did not exist, and was unheard
of, until after the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. In answer to such
teaching we would remind our readers that the Church is mentioned in the twenty-second Psalm where Christ says, "I will
declare Thy name unto My brethren: in the midst of the Oongregation will I praise Thee" (v. 22).
This verse is quoted as being spoken by Christ in the Epistle to
the Hebrews where we read, "I 'will declare Thy name unto My
brethren; in the midst of the Ohurch will I sing praise unto Thee"
(ii. 12).
Then, long before Saul of Tarsus was converted, our LORD
referred to the Church when He said, " Upon this rock I will build
My Ohurch" (Matt. xvi. 18). Moreover, Paul himself recognized
the existence of the Church before he was converted, for he said
with grief" I persecuted the Church of God" (1 Cor. xv. 9; Gal.
i. 13). The people of God whom he persecuted, who were converted
through the ministry of the other apostles, were undoubtedly called
the Church. Against that Church a great persecution arose, and
Saul " made ~avock of the Church" (Acts viii. 1, 3).
.
We. believe that Scripture teaches that there has always been
but one Church of the living God. There was one Church in Old
Testament times, there is but one Church now, and there always
will be but one Church. Moreover, in our view all the saints in all
.ages constitute that one Church which the Lord hath purchased
with His Own blood.
It is our desire in this article to treat of the unity of the Church
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throughout all ages. It is a precious thought that all the beloved,
chosen, redeemed, and regenerated people of God throughout aH
time constitute one family, one body, one Church of which Chris
IS Head. They" are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 28).
1. First, notice that the unity of tl~e Church throughout all time issuggested by the first Old Testament type.
Adam, we are told, is "the figure (or type) of Him that was too
come" (Rom. v. 14). Now if Adam was a type of Christ, we may
scripturally say that Eve was a type of the Church. What are
we taught concerning Eve in relation to Adam 1
We learn, first, that she was provided for Adam as a result of a.
Divine purpose. "The Lord God said, It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him."
Secondly, she was provided for Adam through Divine creative
power. "The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam,
and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken
from man, made He a woman" (Gen. ii. 18, 21, 22).
Thus Eve was in Adam before she was formed. She derived her
life from him, being builded from a living bone taken from Adam.
How true all this is of the Church. The Church was chosen in
Christ before the foundation of the world, and she owes her life to
Christ. She is Divinely" created in Christ Jesus unto good works."
She lives because Christ liveth in her. (See Ephes. i. 4; ii. 10;
Gal. ii. 20).
Thirdly, Eve was divinely presented unto the man. The Lord
God "brought her unto the man" and gave her to him to be his
wife. So the Church is the' Father's gift to His Son. Christ
speaks of His people as those whom the Father gave Him. (See
John vi. 37, 39; x. 29; xvii. 2).
Adam recognized Eve as part of Himself and said, " This is now
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh" (Gen. ii. 23, 24).
Now as the one man was a type of the one Christ, so the one
woman was a type of the one Church. God provided Adarn
with one wife only, and He has provided Christ with but one
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bride, one Church. Moreover, the great fact that the number of
males born into the world is slight1y in excess of the number of
females proves that God never intended one man to have more
than one wife, and this first great type of Christ and His Church.
indicated the oneness and unity of the Church in all time.
Now look at the teaching of the Epistle to the Ephesians which.
is partly based on this narrative in Genesis. There is an analogy
between the relationship of a husband and his wife and the relationship between Christ and the Church. Christ is the Head of the
Church, and the husband is the head of the wife. Christ is the
Ruler of the Church and the husband is Divinely-appointed to
nde over his wife. Christ loved the Church, and the husband is
bidden to love his wife. The wife is part of her husband's body,
and the Church is Christ's body. Men ought to love their wives
as their own bodies. "He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church: for we are members of
His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. For this cause shall a
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife,
and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I
I speak concerning Christ and the Church" (Ephes. v. 22-32). It
is. plain from this chapter that just as God provided Adam with
only one wife, and they two became one flesh, so He designed to
provide Christ with only one bride, one Church, and they two are
one flesh. His people are members of His body. They are part
of Himself as a wife is part of her husband.
This first type, given at the very beginning was evidently designed
to teach the unity of the Church throughout all time.
2. Secondly, the unity of the Church throughout all time is suggested
by the great Gospel promise given to the patriarchs.

God promised to Abraham that in his seed all the nations of the
earth would be blessed (see Gen. xxii. 18). This promise was
given to Isaac and Jacob as well. It was really a Gospel promise.
This is clearly indicated by the Apostle Paul. He says, "The
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen (i.e.,
the nations) through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham
saying, In thee shall all the nations be blessed."
When God promised to bless all the nations through Abraham's
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seed, which is Christ, He was preaching beforehand the good
tidings of justification by faith. That was the blessing which
God intended to bestow on all the nations through Christ. The
Jewish nation was included among the nations which would be
blessed. The only difference between them and the other nations
was that the promised blessing was to be preached to the Jews
first. " Unto you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent
Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his
iniquities" (Acts iii. 25, 26).
The promised blessing of justification is through faith. "So
then," says the apostle, "they which be of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham." They are blessed in the same way, and along
with faithful Abraham. That is to say, all who have faith in
Christ throughout all time are blessed with Abraham. They are
not a distinct company from Abraham and the other Old Testament
saints, but they form one company. Moreover," they which are of
faith, the same are the children of Abraham," and therefore they
form one Abrahamic family even though they are not Abraham's
seed according to the flesh (Gal. iii. 7). "If ye be Christ's, then
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Gal.
iii.29.) All who belong to Christ are members of the one family of
,faith, the family of Abraham.
Let it now be noted that "they which are of faith" are not
only the spiritual children of Abraham, but they are the children
of God. " Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus "
(Gal. iii. 26). The spiritual family of Abraham is also the family
of God. All who have been justified by faith, or shall be justified
by faith constitute one Abrahamic family and are also the family
of God. God has but one family, viz., "the whole family in
heaven and earth." His fami,ly are all justified by faith, are all
members of Christ's one body and therefore members of His one
Church. (Compare 1 Cor. vi. 11 with 1 Cor. xii. 27 and Ephes i.
22, 23). The unity of the Church throughout all time is clearly
taught by the great Gospel promise given to the patriarchs.
3. Thirdly, the Ohurch's unity throughout all time is suggested by
a remarkable prophecy in Isaiah.

We read in Isaiah xlix. 6 that the Father said to Christ, " It is a
light thing that Thou shouldest be My Servant to raise up the
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tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also
give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My
Salvation unto the end of the earth." It is evident from this
verse that Christ was to be the Saviour of Israel and also of the
Gentiles. Both were to be the recipients of the saving benefits
which Christ secured by His obedience unto death. Both were to
be saved by grace through faith. Both, therefore, were to be
brought into the one family, the one church, the one body. The
same Gospel was to proclaim everlasting life through Christ to
both. Christ was to stand in the same relation to both, and they
were to be " all one" in Him. Note the use made of this prophecy
by the Apostle Paul at Antioch in Pisidia (Acts xiii. 46-48).
4. Fourthly, the unity of the Church throughout all time is taught

by our Lord.
His teaching in the tenth chapter of John is very instructive on
this point. He says, "All that ever came before Me are thieves
and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them" (v. 8). Here we
have a clear reference to the Old Testament saints. The sheep of
Old Testament times did not hear the false teachers who came
before Christ. The Old Testament saints are described as "the
sheep." Christ claims to be the Shepherd of these sheep. He
came that the sheep might have life. He was to give His life for
the sheep, the Old Testament saints as well as others. But He
had other sheep, not of this Jewish fold. "Them also," He sayf',
"I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall
become one flock, one Shepherd." These other sheep are doubtless
all whom He would save from amongst the Gentiles. Thus the
sheep who lived in Old Testament times, and all the sheep gathered
from amongst the Jews, and all the sheep gathered from amongst
the Gentiles would constitute "one flock" owning "one Shepherd." Moreover, the "one flock" constitute the Church which
is His body as the apostle teaches in his address to the elders of
the Church at Ephesus. He bids them to take heed to themselves
and to " all the flock" over which the Holy Ghost had made them
overseers "to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased
with His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28). The flock and the Church
are identical, and the Church is Christ's body (see Ephes. i. 22, 23).
Thus our Lord clearly teaches the unity of the Church in Old and

378

The Gospel Magazine

New Testament times. There is but one Flock, one Church, one
Body.
5. Lastly, the unity of the Ohurch throughout all time is taught in
the Epistles.
Let us look at the Epistle to the Hebrews. In chapter eleven you
have a long list of Old Testament saints. Four of these were
Gentiles-Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Rahab. The rest belonged to
the family of Abraham. All, however, were one in that they were
characterized by faith in God. We know that Abraham was justified by faith. So was Noah, a Gentile. By faith he " prepared an
ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the
world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith."
That is to say, he became a possessor of justifying righteousness,
that righteousness of God which is unto all, and upon all them that
believe.
Rahab the harlot, another Gentile, was justified by faith and her
works evidentially proved this (see Heb. xi 31; James ii. 25).
All the men and women of faith, Jews and Gentiles, mentioned
in Hebrews xi are regarded as one company. The fact that they
were justified by faith brought them into the family of God and
into membership in the one body, the one Church.
The Corinthian saints were all justified by faith and were members
of the body of Christ (see 1 Cor. vi. 11; xii. 27). In like manner
these Old Testament saints, being justified, were members of Christ's
body, the Church. They all-from Abel to Abraham, Isaac, and
J acob-died in faith. They" confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth," and they looked for a city which had
foundations whose Builder and Maker is God. This city is heavenly
in its character, and God has prepared it for them. (See Heb. xi.
10, 13-16.)
Now the New Testament saints look for the same city, and thus
both Old and New Testament saints are one in faith and one in
hope (Heb. xiii. 14). The Old Testament saints are not to be
made perfect without the New Testament saints, because they are
all one in Christ (see Heb. xi. 39, 40).
Let us look at the Epistle to the Ephesians.
The apostle reminds the Ephesian saints that in time past they
were" aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from
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the covenants of promise." They had no part with the Old Testament saints. They were not numbered amongst the manifested
people of God, the elect amongst the chosen nation. Now, however,
in Christ they were made nigh both to God and to members of the
Old Testament Church. Christ had "made both one."
He had abolished the law in all its forms as a means of justification. He had abolished the ceremonial law with its sacrifices,
altars and priesthood. " He taketh away the first, that He may
establish the second" (Heb x. 9). He abolished the moral law as
a means of justification, though not as a rule of life. He had by
His obedience unto death reconciled Jew and Gentile unto God. He
had reconciled them" in one body by the cross." He had thus made
"in Himself of twain one new Man." Hence both the Jewish
believers of the Old Testament Church and the Gentile believers,
both had now, through Christ, access by one Spirit unto the Father.
The Gentile believers, therefore, were no more strangers and
foreigners, but they were fellow-citizens with the saints. They
belonged to the same state, the same family, and were constituent
parts of the one temple. This great truth was not made known
unto the sons of men in other ages, as it is now revealed unto
God's holy apostles and prophets. The truth was there, but it was
not as clearly and fully made known as it is now revealed. That
truth is "that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of
the body, and fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the Gospel" (R.V.). In other words the Old Testament
saints and the New Testament saints are one Church and one
body. (See Ephes. ii. 11-22; iii. 6).
The Epistle to the Galations tea0hes the same truth. (See chap.
iii. 7-9, 28.)
Finally, the Epistle to the Romans bears striking testimony to
this same truth. In chapter xi Gentile saints are represented as
a wild olive tree grafted into the Jewish olive tree. With the Old
Testament saints they partake of the root and fatness of the
J" ewish olive tree. Some of the Jewish branches have been broken
{)ff because of unbelief, but God is able to graft in many of the natural
hranches again. The whole passage (chapter xi. 16-26) teaches
.that there is but one olive tree consisting of the saints of both the
Old and the New Testament dispensation. In other words, all the
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redeemed, whether in Old Testament times or New· Testament
times constitute one company, one olive tree, one body, one family,
one Church of God which He hath purchased with His Own blood.
And when the Lord comes He will say concerning them an, "Behold I and the children which God hath given Me" (Heb. ii. 13).
When Christ, "Who is their life, shall appear, they all shall appear
with Him in glory.
"The Church is one, it has one glorious Head,
And by one Spirit through this waste is led;
And nourishment from Christ, on high, bestowed,
Together binds in one the ' Church of God.'
" United to her risen Head above,
Even now she lmows the sweetness of His love;
His power is hers to help her on the roadBride of the Lamb-Church of the living God!
" Soon will He come, and take His Church awayAnd, oh, sweet thought! fast hastens on the day,
When He will stand with all His saints avowed
Head of the Church-the purchased ' Church of God! ' "

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR.

(Thomas Houghton).

The Word of God may be looked on as a promising Word: "I
will in no wise cast you out when you come to Me. I will help thee.
I will uphold thee with the hand of My righteousness. I will pour
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground. I
will pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring." 0 what promises! And it is written concerning these
promises, that they are" yea and amen" in Christ" unto the glory of
God by us." Think of it. Did He ever cause a promise to look
on you, so to speak 1 So that whereas you had thought and aid
perhaps, "Why, the Word of God is as so many swords pointing to
my guilty beart, threatening to pierce it with death eternal; now I
think that promise looks very kindly and speaks very tenderly to me :
'Come to Me, look to Me, depend on Me. Come to My fountain
opened for sin and uncleanness.''' 0 what a promising God the
people of God have! The promise is a shadow.-J. K. Popham.
" JOY is the atmosphere of heaven, and the more we have of it on
earth, the more heavenly shall we be in character and temper."Dr. C. Badge.

"
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llilgrim l3aprrf:S.
*WELLSPRINGS.
" And I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the AnC'~nt of days,
and they bmught him near before him."-DANIEL vii. 13.
I WAS pondering these solemn and weighty words at the time when
tidings came of yet one more of my beloved friends' entrance into
glory, and whilst considering the awfulness of the descriptive language
given of the Ancient of days, the sweetness of the last sentence in
our text dropped upon my soul, and was better felt than described,
as faith saw in Him all His members brought nigh, made nigh and
kept nigh and at last presented "faultless before His presence with
exceeding joy."
The vision of Daniel describes in almost unutterable language the
beholding of the Ancient of days sitting when all other thrones were
cast down and His wisdom and eternity are set forth by His title.
His white garment sets forth His purity and holiness; His hair was
" like the pure wool," perhaps denoting His integrity and strict justice.
" His throne was like the fiery flame," denoting His anger against
sm. Whilst the wheels of His throne were indicative of His swift
and final judgment, when" the fire shall try every man's work what
sort it is." The majesty of Jehovah was seen on Sinai when there
went" from his right hand a fiery law for them," and the Prophet
Ezekiel likewise describes "the Almighty" "as it were the appearance of fire," consuming and unapproachable; whilst the Apostle
Paul in Gospel days declares our God to be " a consuming fire" and
One to be served" with reverence and godly fear.",
Oh, my dear reader, what solemn words we have been quoting!
It is not to be wondered at that the solemn truth is forced upon our
consideration-" If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the
ungodly and sinner appear ~" "The sinners in Zion are afraid and
fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites," and we search our own
hearts to find, " Who among us will dwell with this devouring fire ~
Who amongst us shall dwell with everlasting burnings ~ "
11

King of kings, and Lord of lords,
These are grand and awful words."

But blessed be God, His saints can complete the verse and rejoice as
they sing:
" 'Tis to Jesus they belong,
Saints repeat them in your song."
'-, This article was just completed when the August number arrived, and on
opening it, the writer was much impressed with page 355, " Waiting for the King,"
as a re-echo of what had been 'Written here.
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And thus we are blessedly led to the second part of the Prophet's
vision. "And I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the
Son of Man, came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient
of days, and they brought him near before Him." Such a vision
must needs be "in the night," and thus subdue (speaking after the
manner of men) to the gaze the dazzling glory and brightness of all
that surrounded Him.
"One like the Son of Man." Thus Christ often was pleased to
.show Himself before His incarnation. Here we have a vision of His
solemn and glorious access to the Father. As co-equal with God,
Re was never absent from Him.
The purport, therefore, of this vision seems to be to set forth how
Christ as Son of Man had a royal right to His Kingdom and to the
glory which He had with the Father before the world began, having
finished redemption's work. This was the Man Who had engaged
1Iis heart to approach the Father, and He alone could thus bring
Ris people nigh. They were once "afar off" and now are "made
nigh" by the precious blood which alone could atone and speak for
those who could not answer for themselves. Is little faith reaching
·out after such a Saviour 1 As you read these lines, dear tried and
-exercised, tempest-tossed soul, mourning your sins and fearing that
they must at last deservedly cast you into Hell, are you enabled with
just a ray of hope to look to Him Who was brought near unto His
:Father, as the Representative and Surety of all His people 1 The
oCry of your heart is :
"Not on me, Lord, not on me,
Look on Him, my Surety!"

.And thus whilst you have nothing to plead of your own, you say,
" Goodness I have none to plead,
Sinfulness in all I see,
I can only bring my need;
God be merciful to me!"

.And that is exactly a case for Jesus. That exactly finds the need
-of the all-atoning blood, and presently faith is encouraged to see how
that is why He was before His Father's throne to plead for those who
-cannot answer for themselves.
J. C. Philpot writes sweetly and experimentally, " A physician is
useless without a case; and the deeper the case, the wiser and better
physician we need. Thus, a guilty conscience is a case for atoning
'blood, a wounded spirit for healing balm, a filthy garment for a justifying robe, a drowning wretch for an Almighty hand, a criminal on
the gallows for a full pardon, an incurable disease for a heavenly
physician, and a sinner sinking into hell for a Saviour stooping down
from heaven. A man with a real case must have a real salvation. He
is no longer to be cheated, fobbed off, deluded and tricked with pre-tences as a nervous patient is sometimes treated with bread-pills ;
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but he must have a real remedy as having a real disease. Christ in
the Bible, Christ sitting as an unknown Saviour in the heavens, Christ
afar off, unmanifested and unrevealed is no Christ to him. Near,
near, let Him come near-in my heart, in my soul, revealed in me,
manifested unto me, formed within me-this, this is the Christ I want.
Oh, for one drop of His atoning blood, one smile of His blessed countenance, one testimony of His love, one gleam of His justifying
righteousness."
It is access, nearness, entering in, that our souls long for, beloved
reader! It is to experience the blessedness to us of being "made
nigh" who were once "afar off," and to realize something of the
greatness and vastness of that mercy and grace which enables poor,
guilty, hell-deserving sinners to have" boldness to enter in" through
the blood of the everlasting Covenant.
" Let me get near," exclaimed a little child in her wonderment and
excitement, as lifted on her kind father's shoulder in the crowd, she
was thus able to catch a passing glimpse of the King of England. But
she could not get nearer, no one was allowed to press through the
police cordon, and the King was protected and preserved from the
pressing and crowding of loyal subjects. That good King Edward VII
has passed away and one wonders if that little child, now grown
to sweet maidenhood, remembers the incident. It may long have passed
from her mind, but it found a lodging and desire in another's heart to
pray for her that she may have living desires to get near to the King
of kings, and learn that the only way of access is through the merits
of His dear Son. "No man hath seen God at any time; the onlybegotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared
Him," and He alone is " the way, the truth and the life, and no man
cometh unto the Father but by Me," said Jesus.
We have recently seen a wonderful answer to prayer as a favoured
nation, not only in the recovery of our beloved sovereign, King George,
after his prolonged and dangerous illness, but that he himself desired
a public thanksgiving and acknowledgment of God's sparing and
restoring mercies. This ·had been the secret prayer of many a child
of God who longed for this God-honouring acknowledgment. And,
moreover, King George desired it should be simple and that the people
should attend their own places of worship, so that in no way his attendance as a personal worshipper should be taken as an excuse for excitement or satisfying even loyal curiosity.
It was a wonderful day. The wireless carried to every other country,
people and nation, to city, town, and hamlet, that service and the
fact of the King of England worshipping in grateful thanks to Almighty
God for the mercies vouchsafed him. But great as this achievement
was, his loyal subjects only heard of their king at a distance!
Our text is speaking of nearness. "One like the Son of Man came
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they
brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion,
and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages
~6
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should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion which shalt
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."
·Why was all this said to be " given" unto Him, when all was His
as God's co-equal, the Maker, Creator, and Upholder of all? Is there
not here displayed the glories of redemption, whereby Jesus as Son
of Man should receive of His Father the rich "reward" of His
" work" appointed Him of His Father and so abundantly fulfilled
and" finished." This was the greatness which the Divinely-inspired
Psalmist set forth in that Messianic declaration, "Gird Thy sword
upon Thy thigh, 0 most Mighty, with Thy glory and Thy majesty.
And in Thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness
and righteousness; and Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible
things" (Ps. xlv. 3, 4). And of this, Jesus could declare with those
Divine lips which were the truth and which "spake as never man
spake," He could declare to His Father in that great High Priestly
prayer, " As Thou hast given Him power over all flesh that He should
give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him" (John xvii. 2),
whilst as resurrection Lord He could likewise declare, " All power is
given unto Me in heaven and in earth." The Apostle Paul likewise
sets forth the glory of Emmanuel's greatness whereby" in these last
days God had spoken unto us by His Son, Whom He hath appointed
heir of all things, by Whom also He made the worlds; Who, being
the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His Person, and
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself
purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the majesty on high"
(Heb. i. 2, 3). And the Apostle John in the unfolding of his vision
tells us how he beheld and heard the voice of many angels round about
the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,
saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain toreceive power, and riches and wisdom and strength and honour and
glory and blessing."
Say you not to this, beloved fellow-sinner, redeemed at such a cost
and forgiven at such a price, His glory is great in thy salvation?
Great indeed! gloriously great, ~nd Jesus shall be crowned with many
crowns; for He alone is worthy.
Now have you a case to bring before His throne? If Christ is
acknowledged in your heart as King and Lord of all, then seek the
grace of faith to urge your plea, remember His power and take no refusal,
but wait on until the promised mercy is fulfilled for you. The Palmist
used this holy argument! "Thou art my King, 0 God; command
deliverances for Jacob." Remember the Father hath highly exalted
Him a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto His people. And
if as in the vision under our consideration at this time, Jesus as Son
of Man is brought near unto the Ancient of days, you may be wellassured His advocacy, His intercession on behalf of you and your case,
dear much-loved and much-forgiven sinner, will not be in vain!
At His first coming He came to condemn sin; at His second coming
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He will come to judge sin! How stands the case with your soul and
my soul, feUow-sinner and fellow-believer! Can you and I sing:
" So nigh, so very nigh to God,
I cannot nearer be;
For in the person of His Son
I am as near as He.
So del;l.r, so very dear to God,
More dear I cannot be,
The lo.ve wherewith He loved His Son,
Such is His love for Me."
I

R.

"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
OUR readers will be inte.I:ested to hear that the Annual Meeting of
the Trustees of the Gospel Magazine was held in London in the second
week in July. There had been unavoidable difficulties in the way of
holding it earlier, and consequently two of our esteemed trustees were
absent on holiday.
The Balance Sheet for the year 1928 was read and considered. It
was thankfully noted that there was a small balance in hand after all
expenses had been met, and that there had been some increase in the
circulation of the Magazine, as compared with the previous year.
The Trustees, however, would remind our readers that the satisfactory state of the accounts was due, in large measure, to tie amounts
so kindly and generously contributed by a large number of our readers
to the Gospel Magazine Fund.
The Trustees would be glad if the work of the Magazine could be
carried on without such a Fund, but distinctive Evangelical truth on
the old lines is not popular and never will be. It is earnestly hoped,
therefore, that our readers, rich and poor alike, will continue their
contributions to this Fund.
Testimonies to the value of the Magazine reach us from readers at
home and in distant lands. Contributors to the Fund have, therefore,
the assurance that they are ministe!ing spiritual help and consolation
to a large number of the Lord's scattered people.
We would commend the work of the Magazine to the constant
prayers of the Lord's people. Our Covenant; God is able to make it
an increasing power for good, and to enlarge its usefulness by increasing its circulation. Let us all be more enthusiastic for the spread of
distinctive Gospel truth by its means. Our God is " able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think."
"GRACE cannot be magnified, unless nature be humbled. Jesus
Christ cannot become more precious, unless self becomes more vile. As
the believer sinks in his own eyes, Christ rises in his esteem."- W.
Romaine.
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SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT REV. SAlrIUEL
WALDEGRAVE, D.D., LORD BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

" The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit."-JOHN iii. 8.

IN dealing with Holy Scripture, it is well to remember that interpretations may be literally possible, which are neither logically necessary
nor doctrinally tenable.
Take, for a first example, that memorable word in the sixth chapter
of the second Epistle to the Corinthians: "We then, as workers
together with Him, l:>eseech you also that ye receive not the grace of
God in vain." It is certainly possible, if one has regard merely to
the isolated letter, to understand this text as implying that a man
may receive the quickening gift of the Holy Ghost, and yet after all,
finally perish. For the term "grace" does undoubtedly, in many
cases, signify that inward operation of the Lord and Giver of Life.
And yet this rendering is by no means logically necessary. "Grace"
is used in other senses than that to which I have referred. Thus, in
the eleventh verse of the second of Titus, we read that" the grace of
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." Here it evidently denotes
the preaching of the Gospel; which is as much a free and undeserved
boon (for that is the radical meaning of the word " grace") as the
indwelling itself of the Holy Ghost: and this, it is plain from the foregoing context-which is wholly occupied with Clu:ist's ambassadors
and their message-is the acceptation in which it is employed in the
passage under consideration.
Take, for a second example, the fifth verse of the chapter from
which my text is taken: "Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God." Granting, for
argument's sake, that being born of water is equivalent to being made
the subject of Christian baptism, it is often assumed-on the alleged
authority of these words of our blessed Lord-that the birth of water
and the birth of the Spirit are, if not identical, at least inseparable.
But, is this a necessary interpretation ~ By no means. The
particle "and" has no such logical power. It is quite open to an
expositer to say, that seeing that Nicodemus shrank from a public
<lonfession of Christ, the Lord Jesus insisted upon baptism, as involving
in it such public confession; and then, altogether quitting that inferior
subject, proceeded to discourse at length upon that inward spiritual
quickening, without which even that appointed ordinance itself would
(Jnly be an increase of his condemnation.
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And that this must be the true explanation is, I think, plain beyond
dispute, from my text. For there the Lord Himself, in language
which admits of no debate, exhibits to our view the phenomena which
invariably attend upon the spiritual birth; phenomena, of which no
one, not even the most sanguine, will venture to say that they are
inseparable from baptism. Phenomena, I say, which" invariably"
attend on the spiritual birth; for mark well the word" is,"-not,
" ought to be "-" everyone."" " The wind bloweth where it listeth,
<Iond thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit."
I have said thus much, my brethren, on the assumption, which I
would fain believe to be no vain assumption, that we are, preacher
and people alike, honestly desirous, even at the cost of long cherished
opinions, to know the mind of the Lord on a matter of such vital
import. For, that it is of vital import, who can doubt 1 Nicodemus
had been admitted, by the initiatory sacrament of circumcision, within
the pale of the visible Church: his years were past threescore and ten
(for such we are told was the age, before which none could be made
a ruler of the Jews): his rank was of the highest; for he belonged to
that sanhedrim, to which was committed the chief government of his
people: his learning was vast, so vast, that he went by the name of
" the teacher of Israel" (John iii. 10), (0 OLO<iUfo:aAO~ TOU Iupm!A) :-his
character was unblemished; for none could attain to such dignity
whose life and conversation could not stand the severest scrutiny:
his religion was that of the straitest of all sects; for he was a Pharisee:
his candour was distinguished amidst the bigotry and prejudice of
his fellows; yet, when he came to Jesus, he is straightway met with
the words, " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God" (verse 3). How much
more, then, must everyone here present need-if that change h:J.th
not already been accomplished in him-to be born again. Oh that
the Lord may enable me to speak the truth in love: Oh that He may
enable you to "receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is
able to save your souls"! (James i. 21).
:My text presents the new birth to us in four aspects: as the work
o! an a~ent--personal, sovereign, effectual, independent in his operatIOns.
Observe then, in the .Mst place, that:
1. The new birth is the WQ1·k of a personal agent.
"The wind bloweth." You go abroad on a windy day. You find
yourself at once to be in the presence of a power, energetic, invisible,
and invincible. Just so with the Spirit of our God. Some speak of
Him as though He were an influence, not an agent-an effect not a
cause. They know but little of the new birth. For in such as are
born of God He manifests himself in operation as a Being; personal,
mighty, unconquerable.
Contrast Saul of Tarsus, as he enters the palace of the high priest
at Jerusalem, with the same Saul of Tarsus, as he enters the house of
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Judas, in the street called Straight, at Damascus. In the former case
he is breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples
of Jesus-exceedingly mad against them, he is persecuting them even
to strange cities-very shortly after, in the latter case, he is inquiring
of the same Jesus, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do 1" He
is praying to Him for pardon, and peace, and light; and preparing to
go forth and suffer great things for His name's saKe. "Behold, he
prayeth" (Acts ix. 11).
Whence the mighty change 1 It is the work of the Spirit: the
Lord God Omnipotent hath brought down those high looks, hath cast
down those imaginations, hath brought those thoughts into captivity
to the obedience of Christ.
And so, brethren, must it be in times now present. A Divine Person
must put forth all the might of omnipotence on our behalf, and breathe
into our nostrils the breath of a new life, before we can enter into the
Paradise of God. Oh beware of explaining away His operations in
others, as the results of organic formation, nervous temperament,
exciting circumstances, peculiar education. Oh pray rather that He
would work upon you Himself: for have we not heard these most
gracious words: "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children; how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him 1 " (Luke xi. 13). "Come
from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live" (Ezek. xxxvii. 9).
This leads me on to remark that :2. The new birth is the work of a sovereign agent.
"The wind bloweth where it listeth." No one can command or
forbid the wind; no one can say to it, "Thou shalt come hither,
thou shalt not go thither." So far as we are concerned, the wind is
a sovereign agent, moving according to its own pleasUre, and its own
pleasure only. Just so with the Spirit of our God. In the new birth
He manifests Himself as a Sovereign, acting full often upon the most
unlikely objects, passing by full often the most likely.
Contemplate the case of Onesimus, the runaway slave of Philemon.
Had the believing Philemon been asked, as his household were assembled
around him, which he thought most likely to be brought to t~e Lord,
do you think that he would have named Onesimus 1 "No! That
man," he would have said, "is ignorant, idle, vicious, impatient of
control; he resents my every endeavour to do him spiritual service.
Re is, I fear, past all hope: any of the others may be blessed; but
he, never!" And such fears would have been apparently realized
when Onesimus fled. Yet, how soon is that very Onesimus received
back, " not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved"
(Philemon. 16).
How do you account for the strange phenomenon 1 The sovereignty
of the Spirit is its only solution. "It is not of him that willeth, nor
of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16).
. And so it is, brethren, in the present day. Two men are sitting
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side by side on the same bench; one is rich and intelligent, the other
poor and unlettered; the simple one is taken, the educated one passed
by. How is this ~ Jesus tells us: "0 Father, Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes" ( iatt. xi. 25). Why so ~ "The wind bloweth where it listeth."
Or the case may be more notable still: perhaps one man may
have been for years a regular and reputable attendant at the house
-of God-the other man is a disreputable character, who has been driven
into the sanctuary by a passing shower. The latter is born againthe former remains unrenewed. "Base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which
are not, to bring to nought things that are" (1 Cor. i. 28). Why so ~
« The wind bloweth where it listeth."
Let then ministers, friends, parents, beware of limiting the Holy
One of Israel: let them beware of saying there is no hope of any
parishioner, any companion, any child. Let them rather remember
His word: "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and
him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John'vi. 37). And
1et them plead with Him: "Say to the north, Give up; and to the
south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters
from the ends of the earth" (Isa. xliii. 6). The parishioner whose
<logged ungodliness is your greatest ministerial trial-the companion
whose perpetual trifling is your perpetual grief-the child whose prodigal
wanderings are your heart's withering anguish-each and all may
yet be visited and blessed by the life-giving, the Sovereign Spirit of
-our God! Each and all may one day come to himself and say, " I
will arise and go to my father, and will say unto Him, Father, I have
.sinned against heaven and before Thee."
But it is time that I point out that3. The new birth is the work of an effectual agent.
"The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof." The wind leaves no doubt of its presence: it is always
heard. It may be a hurricane, or a zephyr; but if there be the terrific
roar of he one, there is also the gentle murmur of the other.
So it is with the Spirit. Some indeed speak of Him as though He
<could be present, even in adults, where His operations are not manifest.
Beware, my brethren, of such doctrine. As readily might you believe
that the wind is blowing when not even the stirring of a leaf can be
heard or seen, as that the Spirit is present, where not one breath of
heart-felt contrition disturbs the silence of spiritual death.
True, He doth not always work with the same speed or with the
same intensity. With the jailor of Philippi His operation was sudden
-violent (I had almost said) as the earthquake which, in one moment,
threw open every door of the prison and shook the fetters from every
limb of the prisoners. See him at night thrusting Paul and Silas
into the inner prison and making their feet fast in the stocks; in
the morning, nay, before the morning dawn, falling down before their
faces and inquiring of them what he must do to be saved (Acts xvi.
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30: 14). With Lydia, the purple-seller of Thyatira, the work was.
apparently, gradual; "whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended
unto the things which were spoken of Paul." Hers was " the shining
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day" (Prov. iv. 18).
Yet though there be variety in the method of the Spirit's working,
one thing is certain, that His sound is heard, and so heard, that the
spiritual man cannot question His presence. Yes, there is the sound
of sorrow for sin-pleading for mercy-thirsting after knowledge-a.
believing acceptance of Christ--an open confession of His name.
Dear people, pause a moment, and ask each himself a question,
Have sounds like these been heard in my closet ~ In my home ~ "I
have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast
chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to theyoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for Thou art the Lord
my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that
I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even
confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth" (Jer.
xxxi. 18, 19). "For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed.
and my blessing upon thine offspring. And they shall spring up as
among the grass, as willows by the water courses. One shall say.
I am the Lord's; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob ;
and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname
himself by the name of Israel" (Isa. xliv. 3, 4, 5). Till you can answer
this question in the affirmative, do not, I entreat you, flatter yourselves
that you are newborn in Christ. "If any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new" (2 Cor. v. 17).
And this leads me on to the last lesson which it is my duty to educe
from my text.
Observe then that-4. The new birth is the wcrrk of an independent agent.
" Thou canst not tell whence it cometh." This does not and cannot
mean that, when the wind blows we do not know the quarter from
which it comes. It rather means that we cannot determine beforehand whether it will blow from' the north or the south; from the
east or the west.
Even so it is with the Spirit: some (as I have already intimated)
affirm that He always attends upon the ministration of Baptism:
others speak as though they thought that He is at the command of
their eloquence in preaching or their fervour in prayer: others again
act as though He must infallibly be present in the house of the mourner
and in the chamber of death. But, if my text speak truth, it is not.
it cannot be so. The Spirit of our God is a personal, a sovereign, an
effectual-He is also an independent agent. He mayor He may not.
manifest His quickening power under any given circumstances. The
result alone can determine the question.
God forbid that we should assert that an infant cannot be filled
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with the Holy Ghost (as was the Baptist of old), even from its mother's
womb. Doubtless, there are cases in which the workings of the Spirit
have been manifest, even in earliest childhood. But this must be
maintained (for the honour of our God demands it) that the minister
may be, in every sense of the word, an Apostolical man: and yet that
it may, and often does, please God the Holy Ghost to prove that He
is independent of all means, by withholding His life-giving power.
In like manner with regard to preaching and praying: we hear
sometimes of men who undertake to do violence to the Almighty
and to compel Him to enter with all His converting power into some
soul, whom they designate as the object of His mercy. Brethren, can
we reprobate too strongly such presumption as this ~ "Call down
the Spirit!" No marvel that, full often, the Lord vindicates His
. own honour by permitting a lying spirit to go forth, to the final discomfiture of men, who forget that the Spirit "divideth to every ma,n
severally as he will" (1 Cor. xii. 11).
Once more, with regard to death-beds. How many there are who,
when urged to seek the Lord in the days of health, say that they
have not time now, but that they" intend to repent" by and by.
Consider, sirs, what it is you say. You" intend to repent": and
what is repentance ~ The work from first to last of God the Holy
Ghost. So that, in effect, you say that you intend that the Holy
Ghost shall, in the hour of affliction, come to you with saving power,
when in the hour of prosperity you say to Him-as He addresses
you through His ministers-" Depart from us; for we desire not
the knowledge of thy ways."
Oh! beware, ye despisers, lest that come upon you, which is written
in the Proverbs of Solomon: "Because I have called, and ye refused;
I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have
set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also
will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh. . . .
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek
me early, but they shall not find me: for that they hated knowledge,
and did not choose the fear of the Lord: they would none of my counsel;
they despised all my reproof. Ther~fore shall they eat of the fruit of
their own way, and be filled with their own devices" (Prov. i. 24-31).
And now, my brethren, I have brought before you the four points
which stand so prominently forward in my text. That text declares
(and remember that it is Jesus, the Lord, the great Head of the Church
Himself, Who speaks) that the new birth is the work of an agentpersonal, sovereign, effectual, independent, in His operations. "The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone
that is born of the Spirit."
But in conclusion, I turn to the practical and personal application
of my subject: Have you, my brethren, been born of the Spirit ~
Remember that, though the Holy Ghost is, as I have shown you,
an agent, independent of means-yet there are means which He
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especially honours and blesses; among which is the preaching of His
Word. "Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that
we should be a kind of firstfruits of bis creatures" (James i. 18). Attend
then, I pray you, upon the faithful preaching of the truth. This
Church is a magnificent fabric; but a higher honour may yet attach
to it-the honour of being the birth-place of your souls. "Blessed
is the man that heareth me, watching daily at My gates, waiting at
the posts of My doors. For whoso findeth Me findeth life, and shall
()btain favour of the Lord" (Prov. viii. 34, 35).
But, can you say truly, on Scriptural grounds, that you have been
born again ~ Then notice, I pray you, one word in my text, to which
I have not yet even alluded, "and whither it goeth." You cannot
know what trials, what conflicts lie before you: nor can you l..-now
what joys, what glories await you. Suffice it to say of the present
trials, "that we must through much tribulation, enter the kingdom
()f God" (Acts xiv. 22); of the present joys, "Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him" (1 Cor. ii. 9) ;
()f the future glories, " Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him a.s He is"
(1 John iii. 2).
THE BELIEVER'S PORTRAIT.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. "\V. DANCE, A.K.C.,
AT "PROVIDENCE" CHAPEL, BRIGHTON, ON THURSDAY EVENIXG,
AUGUST 28TH, 1924.

"' The Lord is my light and my salvation,. whom shall I fea1'? the Lord
is the strength cf my life,. of whom shall I be afraid? "-PSAL:M
xxvii. 1.
IF we try to sum up this Psalm in a single sentence, we should say,
"' It is the believer's portrait." As portraiture is so general, you all
know bow concerned people are to bave a good portrait, and the
photographer, having learned by experience something of human
nature, generally submits proofs before completing the contract. It
is astonishing how few are altogether pleased with the accuracy of
the lens, and so the touching-up process has to be brought into use.
Light through a good lens has marvellous effects, to the discoll1.fi ure
()f the subject; so means must be employed to soften, and render
the picture more agreeable. And we may say that, spiritually, the
light of life shed upon the soul of man does not plea e the subject;
indeed, it brings astonishment and horror! But the Holy Ghost uses
no retouching, for fallen nature cannot be so dealt with; it requires
more drastic treatment. Nothing short of renewal-a new creation;
and it is this New Creation which the Psalm presents. The Apostle
Paul wrote: "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
dd things are passed away; behold, all things are become new"
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(2 Cor. v. 17). "To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He
hath made us accepted in the beloved" (Ephes. i. 6). So that the
result is altogether pleasing to the Lord; and as the Holy Ghost
teaches the soul the standard of perfection which alone will satisfy,
and brings home the benefits of that perfection, the renewed soul
becomes enamoured with His work, and looks forward to the day
when all things which in any way mar the outward appearance shall
cease to obtrude themselves, and the result shall show perfect conformity
to Jesus the Beloved.
For the comfort of the redeemed, the Holy Ghost is pleased, as the
Spirit of Promise, to show the soul something of its standing in Christ
Jesus, with very happy results. This Psalm shows us David so favoured,
and you notice that it begat in him (1) A holy confidence. "For in
the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret of
His tabernacle shall He hide me; He shall set me up upon a rock.
And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about
me: therefore will I offer in His tahernacle sacrifices of joy; I will
sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord" (verses 5, 6). This holy
confidence is strongly encouraged; for we read, "Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he
trusteth in Thee. Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the IJord
Jehovah is everlasting strength" (Isa. xxvi. 3, 4). (2) An encourag'ing
dependence. "Teach me Thy way, 0 Lord, and lead me in a plain
path, because of mine enemies. . . . I had fainted unless I had
believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord" (verses 11, 13, 14). This dependence
and waiting upon the Lord is met by a powerful promise: "Call
upon ME (not your friends) in the day of trouble: I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify me " (Ps. 1. 15). Seeing that the believer
is in this time state a dual personality, possessing both an old and a
new nature, it naturally follows that he finds himself a strange paradox,
as did the Apostle Paul, who declared, "For when I am weak, then
am I strong" (2 Cor. xii. 10). Joseph Hart has well caught the spirit
of this:.. , 'l'is to credit contradictions, talk with Him one never sees;
Cry and groan beneath afflictions, yet to dread the thuught of eaEe.
''ris to f.:lel the fight against us, yet the victory hope to gll.in:
To believe that Uhrist has cleansed ns, though the leprosy

remain."
At present we have the bright and happy features of salvation
brought before us in the personal relationship of the Hedeemer and
the redeemed. "The Lord is my light, and my salvation!" A
glorious trust and a perfect persuasion such as the Apostle Paul
J..Dew: "For I know whom I have believed, and am ]Jersuaded tllat
He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against
ih~t day" (2 Tim. i. 12). Thus also was the Lord to Israel: "The
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (Exod. xiv. 14.),
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and also to His prophet J onah: "I cried by reason of mine affiiction
unto the Lord, and He heard me: out of the belly of hell cried I, and
Thou heardest my voice" (Jonah ii. 2). If it was necessary for the
Lord Jesus to empty Himself to become Saviour, making" Himself
of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men" (Phil. ii. 7) it is equally essential that the
sinner should be emptied of all creature importance, to appreciate the
value of salvation. So the Lord taught: and said, "Verily I say unto
you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. xviii. 3). So that the
painful experiences of life are made serviceable to this grand end.
And it is good for us when we are brought to know and confess" For
God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth"
(Ps. lxxiv. 12). Our Prayer Book renders this verse, in a more correct
translation, " The help that is done upon earth, He doeth it Himself."
This Light of Salvation is a wonderful revelation as we see in another
place: "For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6). Instead of
looking upon Jesus, " despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our face'> from Him. ;
He was despised, and we esteemed Him not" (Isa. liii. 3)-\\e ee
the glory of the only begotten: and He is " Unto you therefore which
believe . . . precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner"
• (1 Peter ii. 7).
The Lord being the Light of Salvation, it constitutes an impregnable
position, in which every child of God may say with David, "Whom
shall I fear, of whom shall I be afraid ~ " and Jesus made this position
quite clear: "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build My Church: and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it" (Matt. xvi. 18).
No intelligent soul will confound Peter with that Rock of Foundation
-strength. It may serve the purpose of apostate Rome. Peter was
by the mercy of God" a living,stone": but Jesus alone is the Rock·
of our Salvation. And the Apostle Paul brings out the glory and
sufficiency of Jesus in this respect: "What shall we then say to these
things ~ If God be for us, who can be against us ? " (Rom. viii. 31).
Satan may come in his character of adversary to accuse; but Jesus
says, "The gates of hell shall NOT prevail." The law may thunder
its condemnation, and make the soul tremble for a time. But Je us
is" the end of the law." And the soul is no longer under the law, but
under grace. "There is therefore now no condemnation to them whic!}.
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit"
(Rom. viii. 1). And as for man-;-when once the Lord has been pleased
to lift the light of His countenance upon us, we may each justly say
with Hannah, " He will keep the feet of His saints, and the wicked shall
be silent in dar1..'1less: for by strength shall no man prevail" (1 Sam.
ii. 9). Amen.
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AN ANXIOUS INQUIRY, AND HOW THE LORD
DEALT WITH IT.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
MATT. xix. 16-22; MARK x. 17-22; LUKE xviii. 18-23.
WE read in the above-named passages of Holy Scripture of a young
m:1n who came to Jesus, and earnestly asked Him, "Good Master,
what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life ? "
Now it is evident that this young man was actuated by a self-righteous
spirit, for he said, " What good thing shall I do ? " and when the Lord
Jesus said, "If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments,"
and when further asked" Which? " enumerated the commandments
of the second table of the law: "Thou shalt do no murder, Thou
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear
false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother, and, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself," the young man said, " All these things
have I kept from my youth up." But had he? The sequel shows
that he had not.
Evidently, the design of the Lord was to convince him of sin. The
young man had addressed Him as " Good Master," but He tells him,
" There is none good but one, that is God." The Lord did not disclaim
this title, but inasmuch as the young Ruler did not recognize His
Deity, but addressed Him as "Good Master" or "Teacher," He
seized the opportunity of telling him that no man was properly called
" good."
When the young man said, " All these have I observed from my
youth" (Mark x. 20), the Lord Jesus gave him a special command,
by way of a test.. "If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and
come and follow Me." What was the result? "He went away
sorrowful: for he had great possessions." Thus he was convicted of
sin, for it was proved that he had not kept these commendments
in their spirit, for all are summed up in th" great commandment,
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" (see Matt. xxii. 35-40).
Had he loved his neighbour as himself, he would have been willing
to have done what the Lord Jesus enjoined.
Was he ultimately saved? Since St. Mark tells us that" Jesus
beholding him, loved him," we may believe that he was (Mark x. 21).
l\fay we not hope that afterwards, perhaps after the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, he came to know Him as his Saviour, and
learned that" Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (Rom. x. 4); that eternal life is not gained by
doing, but is "the gift of God" (Rom. vi. 23).
Reader, if you think to have eternal life-to be saved-by anything
you can do, consider what God's holy law requires. It demands
a perfect obedience, and that throughout the wlwle of a man's life. "For
Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, that the man
that doeth those things shall live by them" (Rom. x. 3; see also
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Gal. iii. 10). But" By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified (accounted righteous) in God's sight" (Rom. iii. 20), for
"all have sinned."
But if, convinced of sin, you see the hopelessness of obtaining salvation by your own works, then rejoice in the truth of the Gospel, " Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners." This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all men to be received (1 Tim. i. 15).

"ACCORDING UNTO THY WORD."
THESE are such sad, indeed, more than sad, they are appalling days.
They are most God-dishonouring days, when the Word of our God is
being defamed in every possible way that evil man can conceive;
pulled to pieces, scorned, doubted, misinterpreted, derided, villified.
But, "Our God is marching on," and in due time-His time-His
Word will be vindicated and fulfilled. His written Word, His spoken
Word, shall all be triumphantly verified. It is being verified now
increasingly in the eyes and in the hearts and understandings of His
dear, chosen, blood-bought people. It is even now constant,ly being
manifested in the experiences of His own people, "According unto
Thy Word."
ine times in this cxixth Psalm do these words occur.
It is a Psalm which is full of references to the Word of the Lord and
its blessedness: the law, the testimonies, His precepts, His statutes,
His commandments, His judgments. And what was the Psalmist's
estimation of each of these ~ We shall see. His prayer was, " Open
Thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law '
(verse 18). And what did the opened eyes reveal to him ~ "0 how
love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day" (verse 97); "The
law of Thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver"
(verse 72).
Testimonies: "Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies" (verse
36); "I have rejoiced in the way of Thy testimonies" (verse 14);
"Thy testimonies also are my delight" (verse 24); "Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the
rejoicing of my heart" (verse 111); "My soul hath kept Thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly" (verse 167).
His precepts: "Make me to understand the way of Thy precepts"
(verse 27) ; "I will never forget Thy precepts: for with them Thou
hast quickened me" (verse 93); "I understand more than the ancien ~
because I keep Thy precepts" (verse 100); "Through Thy precepts
I get understanding" (verse 104).
His statutes: "Teach me, 0 Lord, the way of Thy statutes; and
I shall keep it unto the end" (verse 33); "Thy statutes have been
my songs in the house of my pilgrimage" (verse 54); "It is good
for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn Thy statutes"
(verse 71).
His commandments: "0 let me not wander from Thy command-
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ments" (verse 10); "Make me to go in the path of Thy commandments; for therein do I delight" (verse 35); "I will delight myself
in Thy commandments which I have loved" (verse 47); "My hands.
also will I lift up unto Thy commandments which I havc loved"
(verse 48); "I love Thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine
gold" (verse 127).
His judgments: "My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath
unto Thy judgments at all times" (verse 20); "I remembered Thy
judgments of old, 0 Lord; and have comforted myself" (verse 52) ;
" At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto Thee because of Thy
righteous judgments" (verse 62).
One might go on quoting so many verses to show the great preciousness of the yv ord of God to all who study and know and understand. The quickened soul, the opened eyes, the tender heart,
perceive the depth of the love that "passeth all understanding."
Truly the child of God can say, retracing all his pilgrimage, "Thou
hast dealt well with Thy servant accQ1'ding to Thy Word." "He
fulfilleth the desire of them that fear Him and hope in His mercy."
He will never fail them, never forsake them. "Thou art near, 0 Lord."
" How sweet are Thy words unto my taste: yea, swee,ter than honey
unto my mouth"; "I rejoice at Thy Word, as one that findeth great
spoil." Thus the Word of the Lord is most precious as the Written
WQ1·d. But there is another aspect of the term" Word." It is not
only a Written Word and a Spoken Word, but it is a Person. "In
the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God." Again,
" And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) full of
grace and truth." Again we read in Rev. xix. 13, "And He was
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and His name is called the
Word of God." Thus the Word of God shines through eternity in
the Person of the Son of God, the Sent of the Father. See John vi. 63,
" The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life."
When the Holy Spirit opens the eyes, the ears, and the hearts of sinners,
they behold their lost state, but He does not leave them there. He
points to the redeeming blood and Whispers of sin washed away:
" A. glory gilds the sacred page,
Majestic, like the sun,"

For in it the believer discerns the Christ, the Ransom, the Redeemer,
and he sees his title clear. He reads the promises, all yea and Amen
in Ohrist, and he knows the Written Word of God, the Spoken Word
of God, the Incarnate Word of God, to be all his salvation and all
his desire. He knows Christ will never fail him, and that he will
. never ask for any good thing in vain. "All things are yours . . .
and ye are Christ's." I was reading a few days ago of one of the
Scottish Covenanters meeting with one he knew was the Lord's own,
one of His loved ones, and he said to her, "How fares it with ye in
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these evil days ~ Is it .well wi' ye ~" "Ay," she replied, "it is
well, better far .wi' me than in the days lang syne. I get mair out
Qf one verse of His holy Word than I used to get out of the world, for
He has flung aside the keys of His pantry and bidden me tak my fill."
Yes, all things are yours, in Christ Jesus. He is Heir of all things and
ye are in Him. "Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be
full." Remember, dear reader, the title of this paper, " According unto
Thy Word." It has been said that in a thousand troubles in life,
nine hundred and ninety-nine work together for good to them that love
God-and one more. Ah, but there is no limit to the gracious bestowals
of the God of love to the loved of God, no limit, ask what ye will,
"He is faithful that promised." Ohrist is the Word.
And when this· present life of warfare shall be over, who shall separate
us from the love of Christ ~ In all these things we are more than
conquerors, through Him that loved us :
" Fighting, and fears within, without."

Yet, joined to Christ, in Christ, with Christ, we shall sing in the words
Qf Ps. cxix. 65, "Thou hast dealt well with Thy servant, according
unto Thy Word."
NETTIE.
WHAT ARE WE~
IF we compare Scripture with Scripture we shall see that some of its
narrations seem to show above others, the amazing patience and the
Qverwhelmingness of God's kindness and power in helping or delivering His people. For instance, in the account of the withdrawal of
Lot from Sodom we see its angelic co=ands and entreaties and
explanations all still found Lot slow to leave the place which was to be
destroyed. Then when at last (" the Lord being merciful to him"
indeed) the angels took him by the hand and pulled him out, even
then he looked round to find a retreat other than the one mentioned
by God. The apostle summarizing it all says, "He delivered just
Lot." What a sweet, gracious epitome of the depths that couch
beneath, of love and power on the one hand, and the love of sin on the
other. But so it is written for- our comfort, and that we, also, may
hope in His mercy.
How patient the Lord was to His unthankful, obstinate Israel,
when He rained down upon them His bread from heaven. They were
murmuring, were thinking that all the good and desirable things of
life had been left behind in Egypt, were talking to Moses a if he had
brought them through the Red Sea to comfort himself by starving
them in the wilderness. But no, the Lord said they were not to be
starved, they were to be fed every day by His own hand and with
twice as much on the sixth day, so that they would not be hungry
when they came to worship Him. "0 fools and slow of heart to
beli<:lve," the Lord would have said, to believe how kind He was and
compassionate. But we ourselves are no better. Why all this dis-
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quiet and distrust and murmuring against they knew not whom ~
"Your murmurings are against the Lord," Moses said. "What are
we that ye murmur against us ~" How wise was the challenge.
What are we ~ Moses and Aaron ~ Diffident to begin with and
unwilling to be the Lord's instruments, burdened and cumbered with
the care of Israel and wanting to die, and no wonder when the people
spoke of stoning him. Had he any resources or power ~
" What are we ~" said Paul of himself and Apollos. "Who am
I ~ " asked David, when he went in and sat before the Lord. But
as he said it his heart was filled with wonder and with love and thanksgiving to God. He was a king. God had taken him from the sheepfolds and had set him on the throne of Israel, making Saul vacate it
in his favour. God had subdued his enemies, had multiplied his
friends, had promised him a son to sit on his throne, and another Son
and Lord. He had made him the sweetest of psalmists and had
given him a name that should not be cut off. Who was Moses that
they murmured against ~ "There arose not a prophet since in Israel,
whom the Lord knew face to face." Who was Aaron ~ He was the
saint of the Lord, and the apostles were the ministers of God, taught
by the Blessed Spirit only to preach and tell the people about Christ
Jesus.
" Ye, my flock, the flock of My pasture are men, and I am your God,
saith the Lord God." Dying men, but His: and He makes them feel
poor and empty and sinful and needing His mercy. But they are
His dear children, and shall not want any manner of thing that is
good. They are His servants and shall have what is right. They
are His witnesses and His Word will not return void. They are His
friends, He will tell them all His heart. They are His companions
and they suffer with Him. He is their priest and will never leave
them, nor forsake them, but will love them even unto the end.
FOLLOWER-ON.

(N.B.-A dear friend points out to me that I made a mistake in
my previous article in putting Toplady as the author of the lines,
"False to Thee like Peter, I would fain like Peter weep." It was
Charles Wesley who wrote thus, arid the hymn begins, "Jesus let
Thy pitying eye, call back a wandering sheep.")
SATAN AND ,THE ENTHRONEMENT OF THE INTELLECT.
(AN EXTRACT FROM "THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE," BY THE LATE
REV. JAMES ORMISTON.)

THIS policy of the tempter in his third and final assault upon the
Perfect Man is being steadily and persistently worked out.
We have said that the Bible became at the Reformation the supreme
directory of the Protestant Churches. Tradition was jealously
rejected, and the canon of Scripture itself was purged, for Rome had
added numbers of Apocryphal books to those of Divine inspiration.
27
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The sixth Article of the Church of England fairly represents the sentiments of the Church of God as to the supremacy of the Word. Upon
these lines, then, the Churches of Christ proceeded and multiplicd,
and prevailed mightily. Along with the free circulation of the Biblc
flourished learning, national enlightenment, and the higher forms of
civilization. The prosperity of Protestant countries rapidly placed
them in the front ranks of the kingdoms of the earth. The terrible
history of the ravages Antichrist had made upon the rights and liberties
of man was for a while kept in vivid remembrance by the rulers of
the emancipated peoples. Satan's time had not yet come. But his
vigilance was busy gauging the new state of things, and preparing for
his final campaign. He had already tried the Church vainly in the
body and in the soul; now he would aim his shafts at the highest
department of its threefold constitution-the spirit, or that which
answers in a corporation to the spirit in man.
The physical and the sensuous organisms having passed through
the ordeal of Satanic attack, he warily proceeds to assail the intellectual.
The naturalness of this procedure is too apparent to need comment.
The licence of feason is the certain rebound of the pendulum of mind
from the repressiveness of sacerdotalism. Popery and infidelity are
to one another as cause and effect. The history of every nation wherein
the Word of God has not been the origin of its reformation has proved
that the step is a short one from believing too much to believing
nothing. If we take our own country and, say, Germany (the cradle
of the Reformation in the sixteenth century) by way of contrast, the
case becomes clearer. The Reformation movement in Germany may
be said to have centred chiefly, under God, in the person of Martin
Luther, whose bold and scathing exposure of the abominations of that
Church which he personally had only recently come to see in the
light of God's Word, educated the people in a desire for better things.
But in the case of England a work of silent peparation had been going
on amongst the people for nearly two hundred years, extending from
the time of Wycliffe in the fourteenth century downwards. The
enlightened Vicar of Lutterworth determined upon giving to the
Church of God in England a translation of the Scriptures in their own
tongue. He was prospered in his onerous undertaking, and there is
reason to believe that the whole work was finished, and copies transcribed and put in circulation some years before the translator's death.
Some of these MS. copies still exist, and are to be found not only in
our British Museum, university and college libraries, cathedrals, and
other public buildings, but in the collections of private per ons also.
Clear proof this, that the work of transcription must have been carried
on to a considerable extent, the more so when it is remembered that
Rome's efforts were ceaseless to repress the general knowledge of God's
Word. This good seed thus widely sown was bound by the promise
and grace of God to germinate. It did germinate extensively in spite
of much persecution, and when the era of the Reformation proper
dawned, it found a people waiting for the morning, and ready to take
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their places in the ranks of the Lord's army against Satan's antiDhristian imposture.
Now let it be noted well that these two Protestant countries, Germany
and England, when subsequently called to endure the sifting of the
tempter, have yielded, as to Intellectualism, not in the order of England
first, and then Germany, but in exactly the opposite. Protestant
Germany has done little for the general diffusion of the Bible, comparatively speaking, since Martin Luther's own translation was published.
England, on the other hand, has been distinguished by untiring labours
in the cause of Bible translation and circulation. Without carrying
the contrast beyond this incontestable fact, let the eye of the reader
now turn to the leading characteristics of the German Protestant or
Evangelical teaching current at the present time. Where is its spirituality ~ Where is its experience ~ Where, we may, alas! ask, are
its fundamentals to be found ~ for a vagueness of doctrine obtains
generally as to the atonement of Christ, the Person and offices of the
Holy Ghost, the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the justification
of the sinner (and indeed his need of any justification at all),
and the nature and domain of the grace of God. Instead of a
clearer statement than that of Luther's days of the grand distinctive
evangelical truths which the Reformers, according to their light, set
forth, we often listen in vain for any allusion to them. In the pervading
theological literature of Protestant Germany of to-day 1'eason proudly
sits in the chair of faith, and the natural powers of man are endued
with the attributes of Divinity. Nothing is to be received as truth
which the innate verifying faculty of fallen man condemns. The very
Word of Jehovah must submit to the same intellectual test. And to
what has this led ~ Why, precisely to that which Satan aimed at.
Inasmuch as the Bible is mainly a book of doctrines illustrated by
tens of thousands of facts, and those doctrines are, more or less, and
of necessity, at war with the fallen nature of man, the entire Book is
finally denied. The process may be piecemeal and slow, but it is
progressive and sure. Few indeed, and "men wondered at," are
German divines of repute who nowadays stand in the old paths and
proclaim the good way. Rationalism, or, in other words, proud
intellectualism, holds down the German mind under its self-sufficient
rule. This spirit of mental sovereignty is traceable all through the
departments of German study. The" pride of life" finds its field of
enterprise an open one when once the powers of the human intellect
are deemed sufficiently gifted with wisdom and authority to sit in
judgment on the things of God. Clearly the things of man present less
considerable difficulties and promise easier distinctions. What
wonder, therefore, that literary, scientific and philosophical greatness
should be the aim, and the successful aim, of such a people ~ What
wonder either that the great mental achievements in the departments
of speculative theology, of letters, of science, and of philosophy, should
act outwards on other nations ~ Is not knowledge naturally diffusive ~
Is not mind, like matter, demonstrative of its own existence and
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properties ~ These unquestionable principles, then, are utilized by
the" god of this age," and we trace his busy hand in the introduction
and diffusion in our own Bible-loving and Bible-honouring land within
recent years of that rationalistic literature which owes its birth to
Germany, and which has already sapped and mined the faith of the
Reformation there and substituted for it a boasting confidence in human
intellect, its sovereignty, and its sufficiency.
It is positively marvellous to a calm observer of the times to see
with what rapidity the plague has spread within the past forty year&
in Great Britain; not to enter upon a wider field of observation,
although the same facts hold good of all the Protestant nations of the
earth. Satan has evidently well calculated his measures, and in the
choice of his instruments has displayed his characteristic subtlety.
He sets his evil eye upon one of the most highly educated of the nations,
one pre-eminent as a war power, and practically governed by the
master intellect of the age, and, with all the prestige these things in
combination afford, he educates other nations by the potent force of
example. We therefore find the same lines of thought now being
steadily followed in our own land, the same policy of high-pressure
education entered upon, the same race after scientific precedence
earnestly pursued, though not the same yet not dissimilar military
organization elaborated, and, alas! chiefly the same theology, or
rather neology, saturating the teaching of the pulpits both conforming
and nonconforming throughout the country. Our universities, with
all the immense direct and indirect influence they are capable of
exerting on the national life and character, are either going or gone
upon the same non-Bible principles, withdrawing, or having withdrawn,
very largely their distinctively Christian professions. And then that
most powerful of all popular educators, the Press, both daily and
periodical, alike for the aristocracy and for the pitmen in our coal
districts, proclaims the finally developed principle of " the god of this
age," not only that" the highest study of mankind is man," but more,
that the highest RULER of mankind is MAN. By way of illustrating the
alarming length to which the English Press is leading the educa,ted
classes, the Oontemporary Review_ may be here quoted-italicized for
the reader's convenience. In the number for June, 1876, is an article
entitled, "Evolution and the Religion of the Future." The theory
of the writer is that the various religions which have marked the world's
history from the beginning downwards seem to have proceeded upon
a fixed principle of development.
Christianity is certainly allowed a place by the author amongst
the religions of the world, and Jesus is classed with the "original
thinkers" whose ordinary lot is to experience" the solitude of a new
idea" (p. 117). Then the article proceeds: "In renouncing their
allegiance to the infallible Church, the Reformers clung with all the
more tenacity to the Bible as the infallible Word of God, and attaching
themselvf>s to the letter rather than to the spirit of Scripture, they
in fact intensified the antagonism between science and religion, which
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bad unfortunately characterized the ancient Church. Another fatal
error of the evangelical system is the tendency to exalt faith at the
expense of reason and conscience by attaching special importance to
those doctrines such as etemal torment and vicarious satisfaction, which
are most revolting to the common sense and also to the common conscience
of mankind. To these and kindred doctrines embodied in the ancient
<)I'eeds the R.eformers and their followers clung with passionate vehem€nce; and if we would trace to their source the so-called sceptical
tendencies of the age, we must, I believe, take into account not merely
the recent freaks of Ultramontanism, and the works of advanced thinkers,
but also the popul~.r doctrines of o·rthodoxy.
" A momentous change is, however, at hand. Hitherto the majority
Qf mankind have accepted their religious beliefs on external authority
-that either of the Bible or the Church. But in the light of modern
criticism it is discovered that no authority is infallible-that the claims
alike of inspi1'ation and t1'ad1:tion must be bt'ought bejoTe the bat· of reason
and conscience, and that upon their verdict the decision as to the true and
the good must finally 1·est. . . . The main battle between science and
religion has already been fought and won; the authority of Scripture
in scientific matters is repudiated. Science, like a young. giant newly
emancipated from thraldom, is git'ded for its onward march unimpeded by
the venemble Mentor by whom his progress has been so long and so fatally
retm'ded (pp. 118, 119). . . . The creeds also are undergoing a transformation in harmony with the spirit of the age; in many quarters
they wear a wan and gho tlike aspect, and some ofthei1'fiercest dogmas,
such as the eternity of hell-fire, will ere long be regarded as tt'aditions of
the past. . . . Meanwhile a voice from the far East tells us that 'in
€very one of the great states of Asia the same transforming process is
going on. Not only under the Western civilization of Christianity
but under the Oriental civili~~ation of Confucianism, of Buddhism, of
Brahmanism, and of Islamism (and we may add of Judaislll also),
there now exist forces destructive of supernatuml beliefs and exclusive
dogmas.' . . . This bl'eak-up of traditional beliefs, apparently co-extensive
with civilization, may be hailed as the morning-t'ed, heralding the dawn
.of a new ref01·rnation (p. 119). . . . I must content myself with a hasty
,glance at the leading Churches of Christendom, and we may thus per- .
haps obtain a few runts as to the essential characteristics of the religion
-of the future. ... THE CHUROH OF THE FUTURE must love God with
heart and soul and mind and strength, and not till these now scattered
-elements are combined, will religion become a mighty power to move
the world. . . . It cannot be denied that, alike by our orthodox and
.catholic brethren, the human intellect has been placed under a ban;
by the dethronement of reason religion has been withdrawn from wide
domains of thought and life, to the neglect of those wider aspects of
faith and duty which can alone bring it into harmony with the requirelItents of tlte age. . . . While seeking to unde1'1nine the popular creeds of
'Christendom, we must be careful to offer to the human heart an object
'which can inspire a love as true and deep as that with which our
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orthodox brethren cling to the Saviour of the popular theology (p. 122).
. . . In the light of THIS GRAND IDEAL the whole range of human
activity would be glorified, and the service of GOD be transmuted intif
the service of MAN" (p. 123).
And now a phenomenon. For the self-same principle is energizing
the Church of the apostasy. Has not a decree been passed at the
Council of the Vatican (1870) that the Bishop of Rome is alone, amongst
the entire community of the human race, INFALLIBLE in his judgment
and 1dterances? What means this startling coincidence ~ Is not
Rationalism amongst the nations ripening for a climax, when, in an
entirely new and popular character, THE PAPAL ANTICHRIST shall claim,
and have aclcnowledged, the ?'ight to HEAD the world's COMMUNISM, and to
lead the nations to the final and, as it must p?'ove, fatal attack on the
prerogatives of the Most High, and on the kingdom of His Ohrist?
This coincidence between the remarkable ascendancy of the principle
of HUMAN SOVEREIGNTY amongst the nations of nominal Protestant'ism,
and the pretensions of the acknowledged Head of 200,000,000 of the human
race owning religious allegiance to ONE MAN, at one and the same moment
in this dispensation, can be accounted for upon no other g?'Ound than
that there is a SATANIC CONSPIRACY TO HEAD UP THE POWERS OF OUR
FALLEN RACE fo?' a COMBINED ATTACK on the Divine Constitution, on
the Throne which is its foundation, and on HIM Who is seated there as the
invisible Head of the invisible Ohu?'ch militant here on earth!
Such, then, is the nature of the last temptation of the "Perfect
Man."
(N.B.-The Satan of Scripture is now reprinted and can be had for
3s. 6d. from the Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, CamberwelL
Grove, London, S.E.5.)
WHAT EVANGELICALS STAND FOR.
By THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON, VICAR OF WHITINGTON,
S~OKE FERRY, NORFOLK.
(From " The E~glish Ohurchman.")
THE above is the title of two articles which appeared in THE ENGLISH:
CHURCHMAN under the dates June 13th and June 20th. They were
written by Canon W. Bothamley, M.A., Vicar of St. Nicholas, Durham,
and Hon. Canon of Durham Cathedral.
The editor has invited me to "submit my views on this vitally
'important subject." In responding to his kind invitation, I do not
claim to speak for Evangelicals generally, though many may acquiesce
more or less with what I advance. I write as one who humbly identifies.
himself with the old distinctive Evangelicals of the past.
With a great deal of what Canon Bothamley has written Conservative,
Evangelicals will doubtless be in cordial agreement. Here and there
some expressions would not be endorsed by all. Canon Bothamley
himself seems to write as one who would be regarded as a Conservative
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Evangelical, but there are parts of his articles which to me seem to
be weak and yielding. There is a failure to take that uncompromising
position which would have characterized a large number of the old
Evangelicals. I write in no unkindly spirit. I have never met Canon
Bothamley: I only know him by repute.
One difficulty in considering the question" what Evangelicals stand
for" is the fact that those who call themselves Evangelical are divided
into two camps. There are those who regard themselves as Conservative Evangelicals, and those who call themselves Liberal Evangelicals.
The differences between the two are so vital and so great that in my
view it is impossible for them to work together or to co-operate in any
shape or form. In the year 1884, the late Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A.,
one of Canon Bothamley's predecessors at St. Nicholas', Durham,
wrote a paper on The Evangelical Body in the Present Day Compared
with the Past. In reference to those who now are called Liberal Evangelicals, he said, "They have invented a new name for themselves,
( eo-Evangelicals,' a title I should be willing to accept, would they
consent to omit the first vowel."
The Church Times reviewer of the volume of essays published a few
years ago entitled Liberal Evangelicalism said, "The present writers
would have been more courageous if, in becoming Liberals, they had
admitted that they were no longer Evangelicals."
Yet Canon Bothamley, in reference to the two types of Evangelicals
who, he says, are with us to-day, says, "Personally I ask whether
it is impossible to join conference with a view of coming to some
better mutual understanding." He is referring specially to the attitude
of the two types of Evangelicals towards the Bible. Surely, however,
those who take the old position towards the Bible, and those who
take the new could never come to any agreement with each other. It
is on the question of the attitude of Evangelicals towards the Bible
that Canon Bothamley betrays in my view his weakness. He admits
that when an Evangelical comes to Holy Scripture, " he finds himself
ready to believe every word of it." "He has been taught that the
Scriptures are unlike all other books, that they contain from first to
last, not only the thoughts and m~ssage of God, but even the exact
expressions which God has willed; that there can be, in the original,
no error of thought or fact, of exposition or expression." By degrees,
however, the Canon suggests an Evangelical may awake to the fact
that in the Bible" there are inconsistencies, minor contradictions . . .
immodest phrases not to be taken on Christian lips, mathematical
difficulties inherent in the narrative, difficulties connected with the
Canon-these perhaps the most insuperable of all. What, then, will
he do ? "
The Canon replies, " He may consider that the Saviour's use of the
Old Testament has settled the matter and that he is bound by his
faith to refuse to exercise his reason on the matter, and he may decide
to believe that an unwavering faith in the full and verbal inspiration
of every word of the Bible is the only sure rule of faith." Many of
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us would have supposed that" the Saviour's use of the Old Testament"
does ettle the matter. Our Lord found no difficulty in teaching that
the Old Testament was the inspired Word of God. All the Scriptures
were to Him prophetic. All the historical narratives were to Him
wholly trustworthy. Neither He nor the apostles ever suggest that
in the original Scriptures there are any inconsistencies and minor
contradictions. All the books of the Old Testament were written by
holy men of God who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
Canon Bothamley, however, thinks that in face of these supposed
inconsistencies and minor contradictions an Evangelical may consider
that his reason is God-given, and that he is bound to follow every light
on so vital a matter, and he may come with reluctance to a somewhat
different conclusion. We have as a matter of fact both these types of
Evangelicals with us to-day, and it is this difference of belief which
is doing so much to wreck the party. Then he suggests the possibility
of a conference between the two "with a view of coming to some
better mutual understanding." But in apparently allowing that thc
exercise of God-given reason would lead Evangelicals to reject verb3J
inspiration, the Canon scems to be taking the position of the Libera,l
Evangelicals. I do not suggest he would go as far as they do, but he
is apparently in favour of assuming an attitude towards the Bible
which is extremely perilous. Let anyone read over again the chapter
on the Bible in Liberal Evangelicalism and he will see the awful length
to which the so-called use of God-given reason may lead. Here is
one quotation from page 97: "On the one hand you have One Who
confessedly spake with authority, but, on the other, you have human
intelligence, God's gift to man, which, after weighing all the evidence
and in a spirit of complete reverence, decides that these statements
of our Lord are not to be taken as statements of historical fact." That
is to say, human intelligence says that certain statements of our Lord
Jesus Christ are not true.
The late Bishop J. C. Ryle says of the old Evangelicals, "They
never flinched from asserting that there can be no error in the Word
of God; and that when we cannot understand or reconcile some part
of its contents, the fault is in the interpreter and not in the text "
(Chtristian Leaders, p. 26).
Another remark by the Canon calls for notice. He says" the words
of eternal life must be sought in the New Testament or nowhere."
What about the Old Testament? If the Old Testament is largely
mythical, legendary, and fabulous, then we could hardly look for" the
words of eternal life " in that paJ;t of the Bible. But our Lord expressly
said, " Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of Me." He was referring to
the Old Testament. Moreover, our Lord in the parable of the Rich
Man and Lazaru.s taught the sufficiency of Moses and the prophets
for salvation. The Apostle Paul's teaching of the words of eternal
life was based on the Old Testament Scriptures (see Acts xiii. 46-48;
xvii. 2, 3). Moreover, the Seventh Article of Religion says, "The
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Old Testament is not contrary to the New: for both in the Old and
New Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ."
How, then, can the Canon limit" the words of eternal life" to the
New Testament?
What do Evangelicals stand for in regard to ritual? This is another
point discussed by Canon Bothamley. He suggests that there has
been a tendency amongst Evangelicals " to fear the stately," to exhibit
" haphazardness" and even "slovenliness" in their services. He
asks, "Is it certain that stately and dignified proceedings must necessarily be unspiritual?" He refers to Bishop Moule as - one who
" rejoiced in ordered dignity." He does not descend to particulars
as to what constitutes "stately and dignified proceedings," in our
Church services. I remember being present at a professed Evangelical
Church where the service was presumably" stately and dignified."
~'\fter the organ had played for a short period the door of the vestry
was opened and a surpliced choir marched slowly into the Church,
followed by the clergy. The boys walked, with hands clasped, to
their places in the choir. The whole congregation with only two
exceptions, as far as one could see, rose when the choir entered. Then
when the choir knelt, they knelt, and when the choir rose the congregation rose. As I myself took no part in these "stately and
dignified" proceedings, I could see the choir-boys who were supposed
to be at prayer, looking round to see if it were time to rise. Of course,
when the service was over a procession was again formed and the
congregation rose as the choristers and clergy marched back into the
vestry. There was a time when surpliced choirs and intoned and
sung prayers were the exception in Evanrrelical Churches. Now they
seem to be the rule, with Hymns Ancient and Modern as the hymnbook in use. The black gown was also worn in the pulpit. What
has brought about the change? Is it not the influence of the Oxford
Movement? Added to these changes, many Evangelical Churches
have a cross and flowers and candlesticks on or over the Communion
Table, coloured stoles are worn, and the Eastward position is adopted.
But what Scriptural authority is there for surpliced choirs, intoned
prayers and for unconverted singersJ Must it Dot be owned that these
stately services are concessions to the world? They are designed
to attract the world, and are sensuous and worldly in their character.
Along with these ornate services there is often the short sermon, often
destitute of any real Gospel, and shallow in its teaching.
In apostolic times no dependence was placed on stately services.
There were no choirs, surpliced or otherwise, and no organs and DO
processions, no crosses and no altar cloths. But the Gospel was
preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and the Lord
added to the Church daily such as should be saved. It seems to me
that we need to get back to simplicity and spirituality in worship
and to definite, distinctive and searching preaching of the Gospel of
God's grace.
One other point calls for notice. It has reference to the Lord's
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Supper. The Canon says, "The Holy service is so unique that he
(the Evangelical clergyman) is glad to set aside a special place, a
special ritual to mark the solemnity of its observance." Then the
Canon adds, "Perhaps he can find sympathy for those who wish to
mark it also by a separate robe and many such-like things which he
eschews as savouring too much of Rome." One wonders where we
are getting to when a Vicar of St. Nicholas', Durham, can suggest
that an Evangelical can find sympathy for those who wish to wear
Mass vestments with other Romish accompaniments at the Lord's
Supper.
But why should he be glad to find "a special place to mark the
solemnity" of observing the Lord's Supper ~ It has been customary
to administer the Lord's Supper in close proximity to the Table, but
no Bible-instructed mimster is warranted to attach any special importance to the place where the Lord's Supper is administered, nor should
its observance be marked by any special ritual. The closer we keep
to the original institution the better. I would now conclude my
remarks on this important subject by another quotation from the
paper read by the late Rev. G. T. Fox, at the Conference of the Evangelical Protestant Union, October 16th, 1884. He says, " I now proceed to discuss the question to which the previous remarks have led
up, whether any change has taken place in the Evangelical men of
the present age as compared with their predecessors."
" From the year 1754 when Henry Venn's eyes were opened to the
principles of Evangelical truth, to the present decade, which has
witnessed the decease of Hugh McNeile, we may trace a succession of
three or more generations of Evangelical leaders, during all which
time the same principles have been maintained, the same doctrines
have been preached, and the same distinctive thoroughness been
manifested. I can certify from personal experience and knowledge
that the men who represented the Evangelical school of the generation
which has just passed away never drifted from theIr original moorings.
No divergence could be detected in the doctrinal teaching of Haldane
Stewart, Hugh Stowell, Edward Bickersteth, Henry Venn, of the
Church Missionary Society, Alexander Haldane, for many years the
mouthpiece of the Record newspaper, and Hugh McNeile, as compared
with our Romaines, Topladys, Grimshaws, Herveys, Scotts, and
Newtons of last century.
I would now propound the important question: Are the men of
the present day, who profess to be Evangelicals, faithful to the trust
transmitted to them by their fathers ~ Are they as clear in their
views, as distinctive in their principles, as thorough in their dogmatic
teaching as of old ~
I am sorry to be compelled confidently to reply, of only too many,
'No!' "
PAUL, who turned the world upside down, could not be turned
upside down by the world.-William Seeker.
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FRUIT.
MOST of my young readers are, I expect, fond of fruit. During the
past few weeks what an abundant supply was to be seen in the shops!
The beauty and variety of the home-grown fruit give pleasure to the
eye, as well as supplying our needs at the table. And in these days
enormous quantities of fruit come to us from other countries, so that
one realizes fruit of various kinds to be a very pleasant part of the
provision for our needs, which is made by our heavenly Father. Let
us ever remember with gratitude that,
"Every blessing we enjoy
Comes to us from God."
I wonder if you have thought about the ~piritual fruit which is so
often mentioned in the Bible. It is referred to as " fruit unto holiness,"
"fruit unto God," "fruit of righteousness," and "the fruit of the
Spirit." These expressions show us something of the nature of this
fruit. The Lord Jesus Christ spoke to His disciples about it during
the night before He gave His life a ransom for sinners.
You can read what He said about it in St. John xv. The Lord
gave to His disciples the beautiful parable of the Vine and its branches,
teaching them and us that the union of the true believer to the Lord
Jesus Christ is as real as the union of the branch to the vine. What
a precious thought! This is indeed a lim"ng union. AB the sap flows
into the branches from the vine, so the life of the Lord Jesus-eternal
life-flows from Him into each believer, through the gracious working
of the Holy Spirit. We are inseparably united to Jesus, and nothing
" shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 39).
Now these are the persons who bring forth in their lives, the fruit
of the Spirit. The Lord Jesus wished His disciples to bring forth
" much fruit," and said that in doing so, they would be glorifying
their heavenly Father. The Apostle Paul tells us what the various
fruits of the Spirit are in Gal. v. 22-24, where we read, " The fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance," or self-control. Read the list over
slowly and thoughtfully, and, if you are a true believer, examine yourself as to the fruit which you are bringing forth day by day.
This wonderful fruit is manifested in the lives of thousands of people
all over the world, in whose hearts the Holy Spirit dwells. The Apostle
Paul was eager to see it in the lives of those to whom he had ministered.
When thanking the Philippians for a kind present sent to him in his
great need, he said, "Not because I desirp- a gift: but I desire f1'uit
that may abound to your account." When writing to the Christians
at Rome, he referred to the collection for the poor saints at Jerusalem
as fruit. You see the actions which flow from love to God are all the
fruit of the Spirit, produced by His power working in us. E. A. H.
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THE WHITE VIOLETS.
FOR OUR YOUNG READERS.

I was a little boy, my dear mother, in a time of family trouble,
went out one afternoon for a quiet walk, and in an unexpected place
found a number of white violets. I can clearly remember with what
delight she brought them home, and how she was cheered by their
presence in her sorrow. This I could not understand then as I do
now.
There are two incidents in my later life connected with white
violets, which I should like to write for you to read.
On a very bright morning, in the early spring of 1902, I walked
across the Rye Marshes from Pett to Winchelsea. Near a small plantation I saw quite a nice cluster of white violets, and as I was away
from home and children or a few days, I thought it would be nice to
gather these and send them home by post, which I did. But whilst
I was kneeling to pluck the flowers an adder crept from the undergrowth and glided up the bank just in front of me, and so near that
I might have touched it. You know that an adder is shorter and
thicker than the harmless grass snake, and of a darker colour. This
one was about twenty inches long, and no doubt had ju t awaked
from its winter sleep.
Well, my dear young friends, you will soon be entering life, and
will be gathering your primroses and buttercups and violets. You
will have your bright spring mornings of pleasure and anticipation,
but I should like you to remember that in every pleasure there IS
latent danger. Even lawful pleasures and those that in themselves
are innocent because given to us by our Creator to use and to enjoy,
have in them the elements of danaer. But there are also" the pleasures
of sin" which His Word forbids, and which are sure to be followed
by pain and bitter sorrow. This is why I have mentioned the difference between the lovely grass snake and the dangerous adder. God
made everything beautiful and useful at first, but Satan came into the
lovely garden with his temptation, and you know the result.
The second occasion of my life connected with white violets is
enshrined in the tenderest part of my memory. One of my childrennamed Mercy-was affiicted from her tenth year until her dec.th at
the age of twenty-two. One of her greatest delights was when I
could take her into the fields to gather wild flowers. But I think her
greatest joy was to go with me to the house of God, and on week
evenings she had the privilege of sitting close to me. During the last
two years of her life it was quite manifest to us that she was taught
by the Holy Spirit, though unable to express in words all that she felt.
On Good Friday, April 13th, 1906, I was engaged to preach at
Biggleswade, and as my dear child during that week had been the
subject of several fits, I had not seen her awake. On my way to the
morning service, exactly at 10.40, I saw some white violets under a
hedge, and at once I promised myself the pleasure of taking them to
"WHE
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my child, little thinking how I should do so. On Saturday morning,
two telegrams came to tell me that my Mercy had passed away on the
previous morning, exactly at 10.40. I had just time to gather the
white violets and hasten home to place them in her hand for her burial.
The details of her death are too sacred to be written here; bub I
believe she saw heaven opened to her as she left earth.
Dear young friends, there are two great and solemn realities. Death
by sin is a reality-salvation by grace is a reality. And all who are
taught of God know as much of the latter as they know of the former.
The Lord Jesus when on earth once rejoiced in spirit, and said, " I
thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes: Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
Oh, that it may be your favoured lot to be preserved by the holy
fear of the Lord from the snares incident to youth, to be convinced
of sin by the Holy Spirit, and to be led by the Holy Spirit to build
your hope of eternal life on the atonement of Jesus.
Crickle:wood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the foUowing donations to the Fund;£ s. d.
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Q]:onelilponlJeuu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND
AVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall, the Lord willing, at the close of September
finish OUI fifty-sixth year of labour in spreading the truth of God
amongst soldiers and sailors, and shall value the kind help of friends.
It has been a very trying year, but rich in blessing on the good Seed
sown. A missionary writes, "Thank you very much indeed for the
valuable parcels of literature you have so kindly sent. I am so grateful
for them as we were especially in need of a fresh supply. May the
Lord richly bless their circulation." A Chaplain writes, "Please
accept our thanks for the parcel, a very real help. The volumes are
just right for prizes."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Fiffield St1'eet,
Tottefdown, Bristol, August, 1929.
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13tntef3tant 1l3eacnn.
THE BISHOPS AND THE PRAYER BOOK.
LORD CUSHENDEN, writing to The Times in its issue of July 16th,
gives utterance to his view of the Bishops' policy in the following
clear and outspoken letter. He says:" Whatever opinions may be held as to what the Bishops and the
Convocations are doing in regard to the Prayer Book, there are certain
facts of the situation which should be borne in mind.
"1. The Book of 1662 is the one and only Book of Common Prayer
which can legally be used in the services of the Church.
"2. The Bishops produced an alternative or supplementary Book
in 1927, for the use of which they did their utmost to procure legal
sanction.
"3. The House of Commons, in the exercise of the constitutional
function reserved to it in the Enabling Act, refused to sanction that
Book.
"4. The Bishops thereupon produced an amended version of that
Book in 1928, and it in turn was decisively rejected by Parliament.
"5. The Bishops (a majority of them) have announced that they
intend to sanction the use of that rejected Book, and have induced
a majority of the clergy in Convocation to support them.
" They have, of course, no legal power whatever to do anything of
the sort; and one may well ask, in view of this usurpation of authority
they do not possess, why they did not adopt this high-handed arbitrary
procedure from the first, instead of going through the form of presenting
the Prayer Book Measure to Parliament, since its rejection is to be
contemptuously ignored.
" One result of this conduct must be to open an increasingly wide
gulf between clergy and laity in the Church. The laity; outside the
handful that attend diocesan conferences and the like, are convinced
that the use of the 1928 Book means an insidious undermining of the
Reformation Settlement in some important respects; but they feel
their impotence to preserve the Church from this corruption since the
Bishops say if they cannot have that Book legally they will have it
illegally. What can the disgusted laity do ~ No one likes useless
wrangling, and as the Bishops put themselves above the law there is
no way of enforcing the law-as the Bishops very well know. Wholesale secession is not in these days likely. Disestablishment, wresting
the ordering of doctrine and ritual from the clergy, would let loose
resounding controversy and would take a long time. More probable
is a continuous drift away from attendance in Church and from support
of Church institutions, and increasing shortage of entrants for the
ministry. But, whatever may happen in this respect, of one thing
I feel sure-that the overwhelming majority of Englishmen will refuse
to accept at the bidding of the Bishops as the teaching of their
National Church a form of faith repudiated for more than three
centuries."
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The Committee for the Maintenance of Truth and Faith have issued
the following statement on the same subject, signed by its chairman,
Preb. H. W. Hinde, M.A., Vicar of Islington. It is dated July 24th:
" The Committee for the Maintenance of Truth and Faith, having
considered the Statement of the Bishops outlining the policy they
propose to pursue, desire respectfully and emphatically to record their
regret and register their protest.
" Once more they affirm their conviction that the Book of 1928 is,
in certain respects, a departure from the doctrine of the Church of
England and the teaching of Holy Scripture, notably in regard to the
alternative Consecration Prayer and Reservation. They therefore
now resolve to continue their resistance to such doctrinal deviations
and variations.
"Further they cannot but regard the course which the Bishops
have chosen as constitutionally unjustifiable and ethically indefensible,
and so detrimental to the welfare of the Nation and the Order of the
Church.
" They believe the right course for the Bishops to have taken after
the rejection by Parliament of the Prayer Book Measures would have
been to administer the Book of Common Prayer as far as is practicable
and to prepare a non-controversial Measure.
"Remembering with thanksgiving to Almighty God the great
deliverance which was granted, as they believe, in answer to prayer
in the double rejection of the proposed new Prayer Book, the Committee call upon all their supporters to continue instant in prayer
that God in His mercy will continue to ' frustrate all' (the Bishops')
'plans which are not His and so guide us by His Holy Spirit that
we may serve His Church according to His Will.' "
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

IN acknowledging the gift of the Society an aged pensioner wrote,
Please accept my grateful thanks for what you sent me. I do think
that it was so very kind of you to think of me so soon. I do' thank
my kind and heavenly Father for all His gifts, more so for the gift
of His own dear Son Who died and rose again that I might live. My
heart is too full to write more." Such expressions of thankfulness
are continually received from pilgrims upon whom need presses heavily.
The Committee greatly appreciate the continued practical sympathy
of the large number of friends who make it possible to minister to the
Lord's poor in this way, whereby praise is prompted to the Lord
for all His goodness. They very heartily invite the co-operation of
other friends in carrying on this good work.
The present number of pensioners is 1050, and about £50 a day
is needed to meet the outgoings of the Society.
The Annual Sale of Work of the Tunbridge Wells auxiliary will be
held on September 10th, a service at Devizes on the 25th, and a
meeting at St. Luke's, Leamington, on October 1st.
<C
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UNBELIEF IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE PREDICTIO' AYD
DOCTRINE. By Pastor John Wilmot. Price 2d. Pp. 12. (To
be had from the Author, Highgate Road Chapel, London, N.W.5.)
This excellent pamphlet was occasioned by the daring speech of
the Rev. T. Rhondda Williams on May 7th last from the Chair of the
Annual Assembly of the Congregational Union. In that speech 1I'1r.
Williams denied the Genesis account of Adam and Eve, repudiated
the doctrine of the fall of man, rejected the old doctrines about sin
and salvation, the old conception that the Church consisted of saved
people only, and declared that the creeds are for the greater part
"impossible of belief to educated and intellectual men and women."
Pastor Wilmot ably and clearly brings Scripture to bear on this
audacious rejection of Evangelical truth. We give some extracts from
the pamphlet from which our readers may judge of its value.
" Most positively does the Scripture build up the doctrine of Christ
upon the history of Adam. The argument in the fifth chapter of the
Romans is that as the disobedience of Adam involved the fall and
condemnation of mankind in him, so by the obedience of Christ sinners
are constituted righteous in Him."
" It is thus impossible to be a modern evolutionist and a Biblical
Christian."
"The value of Christ's blood and righteousness is attributed to
those, and to those alone, who acknowledge that they shared in Adam's
guilt. We cannot reject Genesis and yet hold fa t the Go pe!."
" None, therefore, have a right to the title' Chri tian,' ave tho e
whose creed is the doctrine of Christ and His apostles."
We have received The Memoi1" and Remains of the Rev. Dona~
Macfarlane, of Dingwall, but a review is held over till next month (D.V.).

UNCONDITIONAL SALVATION.
" GOD'S work for sinners is all of grace from first to last. He does not>
provide salvation for His needy ones, and then require at their hands.
certain conditions of action, or conditions of experience, before they
can enjoy the rich salvation provided.
You do well to be always very clear on the point that salvation is
unconditional to the undeserving. Unconditionally provided, and
unconditionally bestowed, or else it could not be all of free grace.
God Himself bestows the blessing of salvation upon His chosen ones
in His own time and way."-Thomas Moor.

