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"HE CARETH."
"Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you."
-1 PETER v. 7.
•

THE apostle begins this chapter by exhorting the elders, presbyters
or pastors to feed the flock of GOD. They occupied the position
of under-shepherds, and they were to take care to nourish the
LORD'S sheep with the green pastures of His Word. They were
to do this willingly, heartily and humbly, and they were assured
that when the Chief Shepherd should appear, they would receive
a crown of glory which fadeth not away.
The apostle then exhorts the younger members of the LORD'S
family to submit themselves to the elder; in fact, he exhorts all
the LORD'S people to be humble in relation to each other, and to
be clothed with humility. They were to humble themselves under
the mighty hand of GOD, and they were bidden to cast all their
care upon Him; "for," says the apostle, "He careth for you."
This last exhortation, and the precious assurance accompanying it,
are evidently addressed to the LORD'S people only. The Epistle
at large is addressed to GOD'S elect, sanctified, regenerated and
redeemed people, as the first chapter shows. They were a people
who beli~ved in the LORD JESUS, and to whom He was precious
(chapter i. 8, 9; ii. 7). They had returned to Him Who was the
Shepherd and Bishop of their souls, and with Whose stripes they
had been healed (chapter ii. 24, 25).
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Such are the people whom the apostle bids to cast all their
care upon GOD, and to such he says, "HE CARETH FOR YOU."
1. We may hence gather first that GOD'S people have cares or
anxieties.
The Patriarch Job is an outstanding illustration of this. We
may bring some cares upon ourselves through sin. Many of
Jacob's troubles may be traced to his sin in deceiving his father.
But cares, trials and anxieties may come independently of any
special sin. Not for any special sin was Abraham bidden to offer
up his only son Isaac whom he loved. Nor were Job's almost
unparalleled trials due to any special sin. The LORD is sometimes pleased to test the faith of His people by permitting them
to be burdened with heavy cares and anxieties. He" scourgeth
every son whom He receiveth." " If ye endure chastening, GOD
dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not ~" "For our profit, that we might be
partakers of His holiness," He exercises discipline over us. Such
chastening is not a joyous experience-it is grievous. Yet" afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them
which are exercised thereby" (Heb. xii. 6-11). The fact that
we are numbered amongst the LORD's family does not exempt us
from care. We read that 'many are the afflictions of the righteous," but we also read, "the LORD delivereth him out of them
all" (Ps. xxxiv. 19). The cares or anxieties of GOD'S people take
different forms.
Persecution for OHRIST'S sake is one form of care. It is a great
trial to be despised, hated, reviled and maligned for OHRIST'S
sake. Yet that is more or less our appointed portion. It was the
portion of the saints to whom Peter wrote his Epistle. Though
they were rejoicing in the prospect of full salvation, yet" now for
a season" they were "in heaviness through manifold temptations," or trials (chapter i. 5-7). But he says, "Beloved, think
it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of OHRIST'S sufferings; that, when His
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy"
(1 Peter iv. 12, 13).
Persecution is a care which will burden every child of GOD
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without exception. "All that will live godly ill CHRIST JESUS
shall suHer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12).
The temptations 0/ the world, the flesh and the devil are another
form of care.
One of the distressing experiences of a child of GOD is the overwhelming temptation to sin which sometimes attacks him. This
may proceed from the evil men of the world around him. There
may be times when great efforts may be made by the world to
lead the child of GOD into some form of sin. All manner of arguments may be used, and it becomes difficult for him to stand firm.
Or such temptations may proceed from the flesh, the evil nature
which remains in the saint to the end. At times the flesh may
be largely quiescent. At other times its evil tendencies may be
stirred up to an alarming extent, and the child of GOD is terribly
harassed. Or these temptations may be due to a special and
fierce onslaught of Satan himself. The very next verse following
the one we are considering refers to the devil's activities. The
apostle says, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world"
(I Peter v. 8, 9). The devil is a real and powerful antagonist and
we never know when we may definitely confront him and find
him an enemy with the strength of a lion, whose aim is to devour.
But we are to resist him. We are not to be afraid of him. GOD
is for us and He is stronger than the devil and all his angels.
Moreover, the promise runs, "Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you" (James iv. 7).
Bodily sickness or weakness is another form of care. It is no
mean trial to be laid low and to find oneself in a weak and
helpless condition of body. Or it may be that a very dear one
is prostrated with weakness and suffering. In such a case the faith
and patience of the child of GOD are sorely tried. Parents often
have family cares: many are the anxieties connected with the
bringing up of a large family.
The business man, too, has his cares. These come in manifold
ways. Bad trade, unfaithful workmen, or on the other hand
unkind masters, all are cares of a business nature.
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Joseph had his cares in Potiphar's house and afterwards in
prison. Moses had heavy cares in the wilderness. David had his
cares w1;len Saul was continually seeking his life. Jeremiah had
his cares when his testimony was rejected and he was cast into
a low dungeon. Daniel had his cares when his enemies conspired
against him.
Trying though it is, we who live in these days must not be
surprised if our cares are manifold. Though our prospects are
bright and glorious, our present experiences are mixed. Trials of
our faith are frequent.
2. Secondly, we need to notice the inspired injunotion in regard
to our cares.
What are we bidden to do with all our cares or anxieties ~
Listen! "Casting all your care upon Him."
All your care is to be cast upon Him. The care arising from
persecution, temptation, sickness, domestic or business matters,
all care, whatever form it takes, is to be cast upon Him. "Commit
thy way unto the LORD (margin, 'Roll thy way upon the LORD ') ;
trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass ' (Ps. xxxvii. 5).
Now, probably all GoD'S children bring their cares and trials
to GOD. With heavy hearts they tell Him of the things which
cause them to be anxious, and with earnest entreaty they beseech
Him, if it be His will, to grant them deliverance. But what do
they do afterwards 1 Are we not all prone still to carry our
burdens. The exhortation of the apostle presumably means that
we are to cast all our care upon the LORD, and then be content
for Him to carry the burden. Instead of that we go on carrying
it ourselves. Of course, the cause of our anxiety may for a time
remain unremoved, but our hearts would be lighter and gladder if
we left the burden to be carried by our mighty GOD alone. The
thought seems to be, cast thy care upon Him and leave it with
0 longer carry it thyself, but rest in Him in regard to
Him.
it. Nothing which thou canst do can alter the situation, or if
means can be employed, they can only be efficacious through the
Divine blessing. Do not try then to carry the burden thyself.
Trust it to thy GOD: commit the matter wholly to Him. Then
with a mind stayed upon Him, thou wilt be kept in perfect peace.
There can be no doubt that .cherished anxiety is sin, for the
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Apostle Paul says, "Be careful for nothing," which may be translated, "In nothing be anxious." Anxiety of mind implies a want
of faith in our GOD, a failure to cast all our care upon Him.
The LORD'S people need to have the courage to cast their cares
upon Him! and then to rejoice in the assurance that He careth
for them.
3. Notice, thirdly, why we should cast all our care upon Him.
The answer is, "He careth for you."
Now this precious assurance is sometimes hard to believe. When
Martha and Mary sent to the LORD to tell Him of the sickness of
their brother, we read that JESUS" abode two days still in the
same place where He was" (John xi. 6). He whom He loved was
sick, and yet the LORD delayed to go to him. How heartless it
seems to us! Yet it were blasphemy to charge the LORD JESUS
with heartlessness and indifference to His people's needs.
When the Syrophenician woman cried earnestly unto the LORD
on behalf of her daughter, how cold and indifferent He seemed!
Yet He was only testing her faith and giving Himself the opportunity of saying, "0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee
even as thou wilt" (Matt. xv. 28).
There can be no doubt that the LORD at times puts the faith of
His people to a severe test. They cry unto Him and plead His
promises, but no answer seems to come.
The night following the writing of some of the previous lines
found us at two o'clock in the morning reading the seventy-seventh
Psalm, and feeling that some of its language corresponded very
closely to our own experience. " Will the LORD cast off for ever?
and will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone
for ever? doth His promise fail for evermore? Hath GOD
forgotten to be gracious? hath He in anger shut up His tender
mercies?" Such questions as these may suggest themselves to
us when the LORD is severely testing our faith. We dare not think,
however, that He ever casts off His people, or ceases to be favourable, gracious and merciful to them. It is always true even in the
darkest hour that He cares for His people. The inspired declaration
should ever be received as the unchanging truth of GOD-" He
careth for you." Evidences of this were experienced by us the
very next day.
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He cares for His people though He is so much above them.
" Though the LORD be high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly:
but the proud He knoweth afar oH" (Ps. cxxxviii. 6).
He cares for His people though they are unworthy of His mercies.
Jacob was unworthy, and he felt himself so to be, but he bore
testimony to "all the mercies" and to "all the truth" which
GOD had shown to him (Gen. xxxii. 10). How true it is of us all
that" He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us
according to our iniquities" (Ps. ciii. 10).
He cares for His people as a father. "Like as a father pitieth
His children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him. For
He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust"
(Ps. ciii. 13, 14).
He cares for His people as a mother. "As one whom His
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you" (Isa. !xvi. 13).
He cares for His people as a bridegroom. "As the bridegroom
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy GoD rejoice over thee"
(Isa. ixii. 5).
Settle it, therefore, in your hearts that the LORD careth for you.
He may test your faith and seem to ignore you, but it is always
unchangeably true that 'He careth for you.
His inspired Word
declares it, and nothing can alter it. Though at times you may be
walking in darkness and have no light, His word to you is, Le
him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon His GOD"
(Isa. 1. 10).
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

" You have all heard of the doctrine of Predestination. It has long
been a settled article of our Church. And there must be a sad deal of
evasion and handling with particular passages to get free of the evidence
which we find for it in the Bible. And independently of Scripture
altogether, the denial of this doctrine brings a number of monstrous
conceptions along with it. . . . It is not our duty to be altogether
silent about the doctrine of Predestination-for the Bible is not silent
about it, and it is our duty to promulgate and to hold up our testimony
for all that we find there."-Dr. Thomas Chalmers.
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SOME OF THE LORD'S "FEAR NOTS."
" Fear not: for I am with thee."-Isaiah xliii. 5.

IT is clear from Scripture, and from our own experience, that fear
and dread frequently take possession of the hearts of God's people.
The Lord knows our hearts. He knows that we are sometimes
afraid. Abraham, the father of the faithful, sometimes had his
fears. Hence the Lord appeared to him and said, "Fear not,
Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward" (Gen.
xv. 1).
David had his fears. Hence he said, "Fearfulness and trembling
are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me" (Ps. Iv. 5).
Paul, too, the great apostle to the Gentiles, had his fears. He says,
" we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within
were fears" (2 Cor. vii. 5).
No doubt fear is due to a lack of trust in God. It is due to
a measure of unbelief. But what Christian is free from fear
always? No doubt some are naturally more fearful and timid
than others. Some may gain for themselves the name of "Mr.
Much-afraid," because fearfulness and dread are marked features
in their character, but it may safely be said that no child of God is
always free from fear.
Now the Lord does not condone a want of faith in His love, in
His power, and in His sympathy, yet He knows our frame, and
He has foreseen our natural tend~ncy to be fearful, and has met it
by the many" Fear nots" of His Word. There are many" Fear
nots" in the prophecy of Isaiah, and to these we desire to draw
our readers' attention.
1. First, we are bidden to fear not, because God is the Saviour of
His people.
" Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not:
behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a
recompence; He will come and save you" (Isaiah xxxv. 4).
The words are a prophecy of the coming of the long-promised
Saviour. As a result of His coming the eyes of the blind were to
be opened, and the ears of the deaf were to be unstopped. The
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lame man would leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb would
sing. These results of the Lord's coming were both literally and
figuratively fulfilled. The chapter no doubt points forward to the
second as well as the first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and has
a ~st reference to Israel. But it certainly speaks to all the Israel
of God. It speaks to the fearful ones of God's spiritual Israel, and
it bids them be strong and fear not; for their Divine Saviour
would visit vengeance on their enemies, and display His saving
power in reference to His people. It foretells the eternal salvation
of His elect, and carries with it the thought of His saving power
being put forth in reference to all the needs of His people. A sense
of sin would produce in them fear of merited judgment, but Christ
would save them through His blood and righteousness from merited
condemnation. Spiritual foes and temporal troubles would make
them fearful, but they are assured that their Divine Saviour would
come and save them. "Be strong, fear not . . . He will come
and save you." What comfort is here for the timid and fearful
people of God! What encouragement is here for them to be of
good courage! Their Divine SaY10Ur will exerci e Hi saving power
on their behalf. He will say to their soul. "I am thy salvation."
2. Secondly, we are bidden to fear not, for the wrd is our Protector.
" Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for
the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of
Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah." It is true that
they" have taken evil counsel against thee, saying, Let us go up
against Judah, and vex it," but, "Thus saith the Lord God, It
shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass" (Isaiah vii. 1-7).
Rezin, the King of Syria, and Pekah, the King of Israel, had entered
into a confederacy against Ahaz, King of J udah, but the Lord
assured Ahaz that their confederacy should not stand, neither
should their evil designs come to pass. Thus the Lord was the
Protector of His people. He is the same to-day. We may be
fearful and fainthearted lest the designs of Satan, or of evil men,
may be accomplished against us, but we are assured that the Lord
is on our side. Our help cometh from Him Who hath made heaven
and earth. " The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge." The promise still holds good that, "No weapon that
is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall
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rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of
Me, saith the Lord" (Isa. liv. 17).
3. Thirdly, we are bidden to tear not, because the Lord is our
Companion and our Support.
"Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for
I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness"
(Isa. xli. 10). Jehovah is the constant Companion of His people.
He says to them, "I am with thee." He assures them of His
presence wherever they are, at home or abroad, by day or by night,
He is with them, and He will never leave them nor forsake them.
Bereft as they may be of earthly friends, they cannot be deprived
of His presence. Do we not need to realize this more? Are we
not prone to forget that He is always with us? We remember a
godly old woman in Lancashire, who valued the truths for which
this MAGAZINE stands, telling us of speaking to the Lord while she
was going about her duties in the kitchen, and the manner in which
-she told us suggested that she felt the Lord was there beside her,
ready to listen to her petitions. She realized. the near and real
presence of the Lord. "Fear thou not," the Lord says, "for I
am with thee." I am with thee in thy loneliness. I am with thee
in the wakeful hours of the night. I am with thee when difficulties
arise, when temptations are strong, when trials are testing thy
faith. "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
The Lord is also the support of His people. He is with them
to strengthen them, to help them, to uphold them. Sometimes a
child of God is obliged to say, "I am as a man that hath no
strength," but what a mercy it is that the Lord is " our refuge and
strength." He" fainteth not, neither is weary." "To them that
have no might He increaseth strength." Trust then in Him, ye
weak ones, and hear Him. say to you, "I the Lord thy God will
hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help
thee" (Isa. xli. 13).
4. Fourthly, we are bidden to tear not, because the Lord is our
Redeemer and Sanctifier.
"Thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 Jacob, and He that
formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have
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called thee by thy name; thou art Mine " (Isa. xliii. I). The Lord
had redeemed Israel from the bondage of Egypt, He had delivered
them from the death of their firstborn through the blood of the
Passover lamb. He had also chosen them to be His own peculiar
people, and separated them from all the people that were upon the
face of the earth. They were thus His own people. To them He
said, "Thou art Mine." He was their God and they were His
people. The Lord's redeeming and sanctifying mercies were
grounds of comfort and encouragement. How could He be
indifferent to those whom He had loved, chosen, and redeemed,
and whom He had separated to be His own people, His peculiar
possession ~ In like manner the Lord has redeemed the spiritual
Israel. He has redeemed them from the curse of the Law. He
has redeemed them with the precious blood of Christ. He has
sanctified and regenerated them by His Spirit. He has called them
out of darkness into His marvellous light. Why then should they
fear ~ Will He forsake the objects of His everlasting love ~ Will
He abandon those whom He has purchased with the blood of His
Son ~ Will He ignore those whom He has sanctified by His
Spirit and called by His grace ~ Surely not. "The Lord will
not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance .,
(Psa. xciv. 14). "Fear not," then, He says, "for I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine."
May we comfort one another with these words, and beware of
doubting the faithfulness and love of our covenant God.
5. Fifthly, we are bidden to fear not, because of the spiritual
blessings which the Lord will pour upon His people.
"Thus saith the Lord . . . Fear not, 0 Jacob, My servant.
. . . For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground: I will pour My Spirit upon thy- seed, and
My blessing upon thine offspring" (Isa. xliv. 2, 3). This gracious
promise of spiritual blessings will have its accomplishment in
connection with Israel, but it, like the prophecy of J oel, was
probably partially fulfilled on the day of Pentecost when the Lord
poured out His Spirit on the infant Church. Moreover, the promise
reminds us of the promised outpouring of the Spirit upon Gentiles
as well as Jews. Every sinner who is saved owes his salvation
to the outpouring of the Spirit. The apostle says, " Not by works
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of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost; which He shed (lit., poured) on us abundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour" (Titus ill. 5, 6). Moreover, the
Lord is pledged continually to revive and refresh His people with
fresh experiences of the Spirit's power. "He satisfieth the longing
soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Psa. cvii. 9).
Those therefore who thirst after fresh streams of grace and
blessing will be satisfied. On this ground, then, the Lord says,
" Fear not."
You may get dull, cold and comparatively dead. Fresh quickenings and revivings may be needed. Be not afraid, however, for
the Lord will pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods
upon the dry ground. Fresh supplies of His Spirit's presence and
power will be bestowed on those who hunger and thirst for them 1
He Who hath been mindful of His people will still bless them.
6. Lastly, we are bidden to fear not, because Jehovah is the
Husband of His people.
"Fear not, for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou
confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt
forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach
of thy widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine Husband;
the Lord of hosts is His name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One
of Israel" (Isa. liv. 4, 5). Israel had been unfaithful to her God.
She had been affected with shame, a consciousness of her guilt,
and God had chastised her and for a small moment had forsaken
her (verse 7). But He was still her Husband, and though she had
been unfaithful to Him, He had never ceased to be faithful to His
covenant promises to her. Hence as her Husband He will again
gather her with great mercies, and display towards her His everlasting kindness. "The mountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from the~, neither
shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that
hath mercy on thee" (verses 6-10).
She is not to be afraid, then, because He abides her faithful
Husband, and the day is coming when" As the bridegroom rejoiceth
over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee" (Isa. lxii. 5).
So in regard to the spiritual Israel. God's people have reason
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to be ashamed for their failures and sins, but though the Lord
has chastised them, He has not abandoned them. They are still
the objects of His love. He will never finally forsake them, or put
them away. "He abideth faithful." "Fear not," then, "for thy
Maker is thine Husband." The closest union exists between thee
and thy God. Hence" great mercies" are yet in store for thee.
The Lord's kindness shall not depart from thee. With everlasting
kindness will He have mercy on thee.
Let us then take to heart for our comfort and encouragement
these Divine" Fear nots." Fear not, for Jehovah is thy Saviour,
thy Protector, thy Companion, thy Support, thy Redeemer, thy
Sanctifier, thy Husband. Be it yours to say, "Behold this God
is my salvation: I will trust and not be afraid."
THE EDITOR

Wkitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(ThO'ffl,Q,s Houghton).

BISHOP BARNES AND EVOLUTION.
THE following letter was sent to the Bishop of Birmingham by Mr. W.
Wileman, but he received no reply.
"DEAR DR. BARNES,-Admiring as we all do the noble stand you
are taking against Romish encroachments, we are correspondingly
grieved that your Cathedral sermons, two of which I have lately read,
should contain so much evolution and so little Gospel.
" Will you permit an aged preacher (82) to suggest that the logical
issue of what is known as 'evolution' is derogatory to the glory of
the Lord Jesus Christ? If there existed any taint of the sin of Adam
or any remnant of animal ancestry in the human nature of our Lord,
how could He be a perfect sacrifice as typified by the Levitical offerings?
" I venture to believe that the whole current of Scripture teaching
concerning the Eternal Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ and His holy
spotless human nature condemns and nullifies all that you so eloquently
present to your hearers.
" I am praying that your future ministry may not only be entirely
Protestant, but entirely devoted to pointing sinners to the Lamb of God
Who taketh away the sin of the world.
" With due respect and sincere esteem,
" Believe me, faithfully yours,
"WILLIAM WILEHAN.

"44, Oaddi'nglon Road,
" Oricklewood, July 17 th, 1930."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" But I obtained mercy."-1 TIMOTHY i. 13.
My grateful thanks are given to an unknown reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for a sweet poetical musing on the word" But," and probably
written after reading a recent article therein. .As the writer sent
the poem anonymously by way of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, and
the post-mark is Tunbridge Wells, I have no other means of
acknowledging the assurance that those, who, like" R." labour by
pen in this way, are remembered by their readers at the Throne of
Grace, who seek to strengthen their hands by prayer and sympathy.
The little poem referred to runs thus : BUT FOR THE LORD.
" I had been swallowed by fierce man, or worse,

Sunk under fiercer Devil's bitter curse,
But for the Lord.
" The heavy stream had drawn to lowest bed
My powerless soul: the weeds had wrapped my head;
But for the Lord.
" How should I joyful wing the unbounded air,
Like feathered song-bird free from strangling snare,
But for the Lord?
"Only-for ever-He Who made the sea,
And Heaven and earth, my naked hope shall beOnly the Lord."
M.
I have been musing on some of the" Buts" in Holy Scripture in
Providence and Grace! The reader will doubtless have already
thought of that notable one in Divine Providence, found in 1 Samuel
vii. 10, where we have the account of Israel's sin in falling into idolatry,
and their fear of the Philistines, by whom they were being worsted;
their appeal to the prophet Samuel to intercede for them to the Lord,
Whom they had so sinfully forsaken; and how the Lord heard, forgave, and interposed.
" And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines
drew near to battle against Israel: but the Lord thundered with a
great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them;
and they were smitten before Israel." The elements of nature all serve
their great Creator's purpose, and a thunder-storm at His Royal
pleasure can make the wrath of man to praise Him!
We think, too, of that marvellous declaration of mercy intercepting
Jehovah's just fury upon His rebellious, errant people, who walked not
in His statutes, neither kept His judgments, and who polluted His Sabbaths, for which He declared, "I would pour out My fury upon them."
And does He do so? Read through the twentieth of Ezekiel and find
how in wrath God remembers mercy and says, " But I wrought for My
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name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen"
(verses 9, 14, 22, 44). But! turns the way in mercy, and Jehovah
remembers His Covenant, just as when His servant Moses pleaded,
" And what wilt Thou do unto Thy great name ~" And He wrought
for that name over and over and broke not His Covenant to His helldeserving people.
There are the warnings, too, of our word in Holy Scripture. And
if our readers will search for themselves they will find a profitable
study alone in the Book of Proverbs, although one only must suffice
us here in our brief article. "There is a way that seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death" (chapter xvi. 25).
There is likewise the encouragement to the soul beset on every hand by
the world, the flesh and the devil, and such enemies can be faced with
the words of the Lord's dear servant Hezekiah: "With. them is an arm
of flesh., but with us is the Lord our God to fight our battles." You
and I know full well, beloved friends, that all our battles and difficu,lties
are alone solved and fought out in the Sanctuary at the mercy-seat, and
in humble dependence upoJ? Him Who bids us "stand still and see
the salvation of our God." For it is the Lord Who shall and does fight
for us and gives us to see that the victory alone is of Him.
There are our many low moments, too, when" we see not our signs"
-when" hope deferred maketh the heart sick"; and delayed answers
will sometimes bring us as Iowa poor Jonah, so that we feel we are
" cast out of His sight." But the prophet did the wisest thing when
he resolved, " But I will look again toward Thy holy temple." That
look enabled him to see that" Ivation was of the Lord." In the
Epistle to the Hebrews we read, " We see not yet all thing put under
Him, but we see Jesus.' And He is King upon His throne. He is
carrying out His will and purpose and bright designs, oft-times behind
" a frowning Providence," and "faith can afford to wait so long as she
sees Jesus.
How distinguishing, too, is that but which divides off "the works of
the flesh" from" the fruit of the Spirit." Works, deadly doings, and
after the devil: fruits having their immortal roots in the Spirit are
alone acceptable to God. The walk" according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience," characterized the
Ephesians in their unrenewed state. By contrast the apostle goes
on to say, " But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love, wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together ,vith Christ."
It is in recalling all this wonderful change through mercy that the
same apostle speaks the words of our text. He confesses with humble,
contrite sorrow how he was" before a blasphemer, and a persecutor,
and injurious; but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus." Arrested, turned as in a
moment from his sinful course of persecuting the saints; smitten to
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the ground by the glorious light of heaven; convicted of his sin and
sinfulness; turned into a new man, the cry was wrung from his penitent
heart, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ~ " and he "obtained
mercy," and at once the fruits of the Spirit were discernible in him.
And he who thus" obtained mercy," how does he describe himself ~
Hear him telling his Ephesian brethren, " I am less than the least of
all saints," and to his Corinthian brethren, " For I am the least of all
the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God," and he never could forget but sorrowed
afresh as he recalled that he was" consenting" unto the dear martyred
Stephen's death. It was thus he thankfully gave all the glory to Him
to Whom it was alone due. "I obtained mercy," he says. It was on
the ground alone of tbat Sovereign mercy that the apostle could rejoice.
And be gives all the glory to the God of that mercy. As an old Reformer
wrote (Rev. John Bradford), "Merit and mercy cannot stand together;
Mercy excludes merit. Merit excludes mercy." And again, "Mercy's
ground is levelling ground." Yes indeed, and so the persecuting Saul
literally proved it and presently rejoiced in that his God was" rich in
mercy," that He was" tbp. Father of mercies" and that all those
mercies came to His children" in the tender mercies of Jesus Christ."
Oh! well could the apostle and all grace-saved sinners speak and
testify of this wonderful mercy which has sought them, found them
and saved them.
"Pitying, pardoning chief: of sinners,
Pitying, pardoning even me"is the language of their heart.
" But I obtained mercy," says Paul, and at once crowns the rightful
head of Him Who bestowed it! How different from the deplorable,
spurious, and unscriptural teaching of to-day! It is left to man's
choice to accept or reject the offers of salvation; to satisfy or disappoint
his Saviour! Oh, away with such derogatory Christ-dethroning
teaching.
"Mercy is welcome news indeed
T<> those who guilty stand:
Wretches that feel what help they need
Will bless the helping hand.

*

*

*

*

•

" 'Tis perfect poverty alone
That sets the soul a.t large:
While we can call one mite our own,1
We have no full discharge.
" And when our debts be wha.t they may,
However great or small,
As soon as we have nought to pay,
Our Lord forgives them all."
You and I, dear reader, hope to sing the endless praises of our God,
that we " obtained mercy" in and through the merits of Him Whose
R.
precious blood has redeemed us !
26
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BAPTIZED INTO ONE BODY.
PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.,

SERMON
BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, 0", JUNE 15TH, 1851.

J)i

" For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free,. and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit."-1 CORINTHIANS xii. 13.

THIS text was brought under the consideration of our congregation
on last Lord's day. It was selected specially for the occasion of our
commemorating the fact of the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the
day of Pentecost; and I prefaced the remarks which I made then by
saying, that we do not in our Church· services on this day desire merely
to commemorate an event in Christian history. Our Church is also
anxious to impress Christian doct1'ine upon the minds of her members;
and accordingly we considered this passage as bringing before us the
mighty agency of the Holy Gho t in the calling out of the Church of
God.
The two subjects into which we divided the text were-The baptism
of the Spirit, which is here spoken of, and the results of it. We could
only on that occasion speak of the former of these subjects, the baptism
of the Spirit-" by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body."
Allow me briefly to recapitulate the heads of our discourse on that
occasion. In speaking of the baptism of the Holy Ghost, we
endeavoured to impress upon you what a mighty agency this is which
is at work in the bringing out of the people of God. We endeavoured
to set before you that the enemy has tried to substitute mere ecclesiastical unity in place of the truth of Christ. We told you that it is
the object of Satan to suggest to men" the form of godliness," in the
place of " the power of godliness." And therefore we deemed it to be
important to impress this upon your minds, that where there is real
Christianity, and where there is real membership in the body of Christ,
this is the work of the Spirit of God in the soul. This led us to speak
of the nature of this spiritual baptism. We said that it is indispensable
to all the Church of God, as you heard this day from the lips of our
blessed Lord Himself, " Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
We told you also that it is universally the fact with respect to all
the people of God, that they are all partakers of this baptism of the
one Spirit. We then told you of the manner in which this is brought
about, that it is through the instrumentality of the Word. "Of His
own will begat He us with the Word of truth." We mentioned that
it gives evidence of our union with the Lord Jesus Christ; this we
shall speak a little more of presently. And we also showed you that
it is an imperishable work in the souls of those in whom it is begun.
It remains for us now to speak of the spiritual resnlts of this great
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work-the being "baptized by one Spirit" into this "one Body."
And I propose this day setting before you what is the fellow&hip which
is here spoken of under the figure of the" one Body."
We shall then show you the spiritual effects or results flowing from
this as to the charn.cter and as to the experience of God's people.
We are told that they are all made to " drink into one Spirit."
And, in the first place, brethren, as to the "one Body." You
observe that it is not a mere ecclesiastical fellowship and communion
that is here spoken of. This one Body is "the Church of the Firstborn, whose names are written in heaven." This Body comprehends
the compact fellowship of all those who are believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and who are partakers of the one Spirit; and if a man be not
a member of this Body he perishes! Therefore it is of great importance
for you to lay to heart the subject which we are now entering upon;
I mean that any honest and thinking man amongst us ought to demand
of me a Scriptural statement of what is comprised in the term, the
Church of God. And then, a thinking man ought to apply the subject
to himself in this way; he ought to say, If that be a description of the
Church of God, out of which no man can be saved, I ought to give
attention to it, and see how far I have reason to think that I am a
saved member of that Church.
This is common sense, brethren. If there be a heaven, if there be
a hell, if this Book be true, it becomes us to give serious attention to
so important a subject. I have said that this is not mere ecclesiastical
communion, mark ye! We can do that; it is the object of mere
worldly men to do it. There have been systems of this kind, there
have been ecclesiastical communities which have been kept together
by fear, or by pride, or by superstition, or by Pharisaism. We could
bring forward many motives which are fully capable of establishing
such a fellowship as this; but here is a fellowship which is the work
of God, the effect of the Almighty power of God.
The first thing which we notice with respect to this Body is, that all
the members of it are in union with the Lord Jesus Christ; they have
been in union with Him from befQre the foundation of the world.
The question then arises, What is meant by being baptized by this
"one Spirit" into this "one Body"? I spoke a little of this on
last Sunday, but I desire to repeat it as an important truth, that when.
a man is thus baptized of the Spirit, it is not then for the first time
that he is brought to have an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ. I wish
to prevent such an error from fastening on your minds.
We learn from the Scriptures that Christ and His Church have
always been in union. The Church was" chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world"; and therefore we stand out with all the
boldness that we can against that caricature of the teaching of
the Church of England which has been presented to us by men who
would drag out of its place, and put a wrong interpretation upon,
that article of our Creed which says that" there is one baptism for
the remission of sins."
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We deny that this is the doctrine of the Church of England, and we
deny it to be the doctrine of the Scriptures of God, that by the baptism
of water a man receives the remission of his sins-the regeneration of
his soul.
The outward baptism of water is God's honoured institution, and
I throw no slight upon the institution of Christ. I desire to speak
with all reverence of it; but I understand by a sacrament, which
baptism is, a seal of a fact.
In Old Testament times there was a Jewish rite, which Jewish rite
did not make a man a Jew, for" he is not a Jew which is one outwardly,
neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh"; yet where
circumcision was received by one who had been brought by grace to
be a partaker of the Lord's salvation, as in Abraham's case, and in the
case of those who had like faith with him, it was" a seal of the righteousness of the faith which they had, being yet uncircumcised."
Now, as we have already said, this baptism by the" one Spirit"
into this " one Body" does not give us for the first time an interest
in Christ. I am speaking now of the baptism of the Holy Ghost, by
which a man is taken from the unholy uses of an ungodly world and
consecrated to the service of God, by which a man thinks anew, and
sees aright, and walks with God; I am speaking of that work which
turns a man from left to right-from the crooked paths of sin into the
narrow ways of the Lord.
Now this spiritual, this converting work is not the first interest
which the soul has in Christ. But it is vital, spiritual, active, energetic
union with the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the receiving" the adoption
of sons." What we want to impress upon you is, that all who are
baptized by the" one Spirit" into this" one Body" are all in mystical
union with the Lord Jesus Christ.
Perhaps it may be necessary to explain what I mean by the term
" mystical union"; I mean that, according to the view of God, Who
sees all things, past, present, and future, as one great idea, the people
of God were always seen by Him as members of the Lord Jesus Christ.
In time, through the instrumentality of the Word, and by the almighty
agency of the Holy Ghost, one by one is brought to believe the testimony which God has given of His Son, and then the man becomes a
changed man-he is brought into fellowship with this Body, he is
quickened and animated by the Spirit of God; for the first time he
breathes a new element, a new atmosphere, and for the first time he
becomes a Christian in his walk and conduct. Here, then, is one of
the things which we wish to impress upon you as characteristic of the
members of this" one Body"-they are all in union with the Lord
Jesus Christ.
And then again, they have all the same salvation, they are saved by
the same precious blood of Jesus, they are quickened by the same
Spirit, they are partakers of His death and His resurrection. This
being acknowledged by us, we want still further to impress it upon you,
that they all need it; there is not a shade of difference between one
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and another in the family of God. AB in their spiritual state they are
brought into equal fellowship and union with Jehovah, so in their
natural state they were in the deadly unity of sin. We want to do
away with the notion that one man is farther off from God than another.
Your well-disposed men, a~ people are pleased to call them, are not a
whit nearer to heaven than others; and though it is a very important
matter, as far as social interests are concerned, that a man should be
a moral, rather than an immoral man, yet, let it be clearly understood
by you, that every natural man, whether his walk is moral or immoral,
is equally far off from God. Now this is the unity of the people of
God. AB to their standing, they are all equally far off from God by
nature, all equally mined, all equally helpless, and all, by the same
act of sovereign distinguishing grace, brought to believe the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
And again, there is unity in this Body, inasmuch as all the members
of it are equally justified, all equally righteous before God in Christnot a shade of difference. This strikes at the root of all the Pharisaism
which is abroad in the world, mark you! One man thinking that he
can work himself into a higher standing before God than another.
We maintain, as a great truth of Scripture, that Jehovah Himself in
Jesus is our Righteousness. If there be degrees there, we do not
understand it.
Now, brethren, I go a step farther: I say they are all equally
sanctified. We are going to speak presently of such distinctions as
there are in the family of God, between a babe and a young man, and
a father in Christ; but the doctrine which we are directing our
remarks against is the false doctrine which would teach that there
can be the slightest shade of difference as to the sanctification of this
unholy vessel, when God is pleased by His consecrating grace to i!'I~'
it apart as His own. There is not a shade of difference between OM
saved sinner and another saved sinner in this respect. This is the
very thing which so many men are ignorant of, and then they set
themselves upon their legal workings, and they want to know whether
they are fully sanctified, and whether they are really meet to go into
the kingdom of God. Why, brethren, upon such a system as this a
man would never be meet at all. What is the meetness of the sinner
to stand before God? It is that which God loves, it is that which God
requires, it is that which God gives. And then, in the face of a word
which tells me, "Ye are complete in Jesus," I am to stand forth, and
I am to say that I must try to manufacture a meetness for myself ?
And when I have done it all, what am I? A full-blown Pharisee.
I go before the Lord, and I wave before His throne the banner of my
own worthiness, and I trample upon that righteousness which is unto
and upon all them that believe.
Now, brethren, to recapitulate what we have already said, let me
remind you that the members of this" one Body" are all in union
with Christ, and have been so before the world began; they are brought
into active energetic union with Christ by the baptism of the Spirit;
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they are all upon the same equality before God as sinners; they are
all upon the same equality before God as saved by the same blood;
they are all upon the same standing and equality as to their justification before God; and they are all upon the same standing and equality
as to their consecration, or sanctification by the Holy Ghost.
Again, to go a step farther, they are all equally secure-so that we
hold it to be a want of intelligence when a man who has read the
histories of some of God's saints in old times tells us, If I were as good
a man as Abraham then I should have a hope of being saved; if I had
the spirit of Noah, of Moses, of Job, or if I were like Paul or John, then
I should expect to be saved. Dear brethren, remember this: Paul
the Apostle, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David, Joshua-anyone
of all these men just stood in the position of the poorest, the weakest,
the most insignificant in the family of God; they had not a shred of
righteousness of their own in which to stand before God.
What a beautiful word is that which tells us, " Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness." God's truth
was received by him in the way of believing, and God accounted him
righteous.
Therefore we say it is a want of intelligence for a man to desire to
be like those men of God in old times, in order that he may have some
ground of confidence as to his security. All the members of the
Church of God are equally secure, for they are redeemed by the same
blood; they stand in the same righteousness; they are kept by the
same power, the same faithfulness, the same truth, the same Covenant
which is" ordered in all things and sure." They are all equally weak,
all equally dependent, and they all receive out of the fulness which
is in Christ. This is the standing of this" one Body" before God.
We have now to speak of the spiritual results of this baptism of the
Spirit. They have been all " made to drink into one Spirit." I shall
say something of the character and of the experience of God's people.
When I speak of their character, I mean that work which God carries
on in the souls of all His people, as He gives them within themselves
the spring and energy of holy living.
Mark what I say. I do not say that He gives them, within themselves, a stock of grace; but I say that the Holy Ghost works upon the
inner man, and thus enables the child of God to exhibit in his outward
walk that he is born of God. It is not that certain theories play about
the intellect, but the heart is seized upon and apprehended in the power
of the Holy Ghost, and the man is made a li'IJing man-he is consecrated
to God by His own Spirit. It is a new creation; it is the implanting
of a new principle in the heart. This gives the man the character of
which we are speaking; and let me tell you there is such a thing as
imitating this; there is such a thing as hypocrisy. Now this is a
work which cannot be mistaken. God shines into the heart; there is
intelligence, there is a new creation-CC if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creation." And this is evidenced in the outward walk, so much
so that the Apostle Peter, when writing to the Church of God, says,
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" Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy" nation, a
peculiar people, that ye should show forth the praises of Him which
hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light."
Here, then, is the outward testimony on the part of those who have
been made partakers of the Spirit of God. Every man who is a
member of the Body of Christ is called to be a witness for the Lord
Jesus Christ-a witness in his family, a witness before the world, a
witness before the Church; and when there is unsteadiness in the
walk, when there is a halting between two opinions, there is damage
done to the profession of the man, and there is damage done to the
cause of Christ, as far as man can do it.
But we hasten on to speak of the experience which is here described.
They have been all made to drink into one Spirit. It is a beautiful
idea: it implies, in the first place, an actual participation of the things
of God. It is not a mere talking of them, mark you! We know of
nothing more lamentable than that which we have been often called
to witness-those who, moulded and trained by human teaching only,
fall into a certain theological system; but we soon find them break
down; their knowledge of doctrine is not uniform; it is able and sound
in some points, miserably defective in others. And this, let me tell
you, a shrewd and cunning world, under their master's teaching, can
detect very readily. They say-I met one of your eminent Christians
and in one breath he said one thing and in the next breath he contradicted himself. Nothing, brethren, can be more serious than the
injury which is done to the name of Christianity by those who go
forward with a profession of sound doctrine, and who exhibit in their
life and conduct that they are altogether uninfluenced by it.
Believe me that the enemy is busy in the present day with this
snare of his. He can teach truth when it suits his purpose, and I do
believe that he is nowadays putting many forward who make a sound
profession of faith, but who, by their conduct, contradict that profession every day of their lives. What is here spoken of is a " drinking
into the one Spirit "-it is a participation of that life which comes
from God. Depend upon it, it is an experimental matter. It is a
thing which you must know in your own souls; it is a thing which
you must feel in your own souls, when there is no eye upon you but
God's. It is this that enables a man, in the secret of his own chamber,
to cry " Abba, Father!"
Again, it seems to me to imply the actual nourishment which the
soul has from these precious truths. The world has no idea of this,
nor have those sickly Christians who, keeping aloof from the Word
of God, and who, despising too often the ordinances which God has
Himself appointed, are drawing out of their own resources, and are
not seeking to be supplied out of " the fulness which is in Christ."
Again, there is this idea also, which scems to me to be comprehended
in the expression, " made to drink into one Spirit"; that there is an
actual enjoyment in heavenly things, which a man of the world knows
nothing of. I am not speaking of that enjoyment which people some-
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times tell us that they want to find in their own feelings; I am
speaking of the "drinking into the one Spirit," which is the ac'tual
enjoyment of the soul in looking at the treasures which are laid up
in Christ, in having God shining upon the pages of His own blessed
Book; the calling out of the heart in prayer; the enabling the man
to look as a poor, bankrupt, wretched sinner, to be supplied out of
the fulness which is in Christ.
But there is also fellowship subsisting between the people of God;
they are" all made to drink into one Spirit." We shall tell you a
little farther what we understand it to mean. The people of God
have all the same teaching. I know that there are babes, and there
are young men, and there are fathers in Christ; and this J hold to be
an act of sovereignty on the part of God, that He is pleased to give
as much or as little as He chooses of the knowledge of these things;
He would thus teach all His people their dependence upon Himself.
But, dear brethren, it is a most important thing that we should not
continue babes. We have known those who, ten years ago-twenty
years ago-asked the same questions they ask now; they do not seem
to be one whit more established in the truth now than they were ten or
twenty years ago. Oh, it is a poor thing to be still upon the lowest
form in the school of Christ. This was the fault which the Apostle
Paul found with the Hebrew Christians-" Whereas for the time ye
ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again, which
be the first principles of the oracles of God, and are become such as
have Deed of milk, and not of strong mea.t."
God's people have all the same training; all who are brought into
the family of God experience more or less of temptatIOn. They all
know something of the humbling lessons which God teaches His people.
And, brethren, they have all the same comfort; they learn to know
the Spirit as the Spirit of life, Who never changes, and Who has, in
everlasting Covenant, engaged to nourish His people with" the Bread
of Life "-the Lord Jesus Christ.
We said at the beginning, and we repeat it now, that the enemy
is in the present day busy with the world at large, and busy with the
Church of God. I hold it to be of great importance to warn the living
ones-the spiritual people of God-against the insidious attempts
which are being made, in the present day, to force ecclesiastical unity
into a place of undue and paramount importance. Dear brethren,
hardly a month passes over my head but I hear of some fresh tendency
in this direction on the part of those ,vhose intelligence and whose
strength I thought had been such that they were above such puerilities.
It is easy enough to speak against Popery; it is easy enough to say,
when we are in our chambers, that there is a spirit of truth abroad
which will keep down this antagonist system of error, however arrogant
it may be. But the man who keeps his eye upon fact, and not upon
theory, he sees it working, and working; and I believe that the tactic
of the enemy as to the Church of England in the present day is not to
drive men to Romanism; I believe that the prominent leaders in the
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movement which is now going on with respect to our own Church
could not be more sorely disappointed than to find the mass of the
people going over to Romanism. I believe what they want is, to
Romanize us; I believe that they want to keep us in an ecclesiastical
body, and to set up a pope over us; they want to establish an ecclesiastical tyranny amongst ourselves. But what does it matter whether
you are under the tyranny of priestcraft in one system, or under the
tyranny of priestcraft in another ~ What does it matter whether it
is this Church that is to save you, or whether it is that Church that is
to save you ~ It comes to the same thing.
Brethren, we believe that this is the enemy's movement, at this
time, to bring about ecclesiastical unity and to put ecclesiastical unity
in the place of Christ. It is ecclesiastical death! Oh, we say to the
people of God, stand by the truth of Jesus Christ, and then there will
be no fear for you. And when you do find outward ceremonials and
ecclesiastical systems put in the place of Christ, then stand boldly
forward for the truth of God, and you will make error flee before you.
But, again, it has ever been the devil's object to try to disunite the
true servants of God--to make divisions, to cause coldness, and
suspicion, and hard-heartedness, and want of sympathy in the Church
of God. He cannot sever the people of God from Christ; he cannot
sever them from one another as to their membership in this Body;
but he can come with his meats, and his drinks, and his days, and his
outward and non-essential services, and he can thus cause discord in
the family of God. You know what the Apostle Paul says upon this
subject in the fourteenth and fifteenth of Romans, and in the eighth of
1 Corinthians; and, brethren, this is to be guarded against in the
present day.
I believe that the time is coming when we shall be constrained to
look off from these things; when the pressure shall be so strong upon
the Church of God that we shall not have time to be occupied with
any other subject than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. We tell the
people of God to be valiant for the truth. Oh, it is a miserable thing
to stand merely upon our ecclesiastical dignity, our ecclesiastical
security I It is like Ezekiel's army-there were bones, and flesh upon
them too, and sinews upon them too, and skin upon the flesh too, but
they had no "breath." This is what we want, not an army of statues
-not a parade of ecclesiastics; we want a band of living men who
shall be valiant for the truth of Christ-men who shall boldly hold up
His banner before the world, whilst in the secret of their own chambers they shall be able to say-" I sat down under His shadow with
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste."
"WHEN the Lord'lS jewels are made up, and the manifestation of the
sons of God takes place, Episcopacy, and Presbyterianism, and Congregationalism will not be mentioned. One Church only will be
named, and that is the Church of the elcct."-Bishop J.:C. Ryle.
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SERMONETTE.
THE FIRST EUROPEAN CONVERT.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, ~I.A., B.D.

LYDIA, of whom we read in Acts xvi. 14-15, was the first convert to
Christianity in Europe. Paul was divinely guided to leave Asia, and to
enter Europe, to preach the gospel there. Arriving at Philippi in Macedonia, he and his companions, on the Sabbath Day, went out of the
city to a river side, where a few Jewish women and proselytes had met
together for prayer. Paul, we read, " spake unto them." We may be
quite sure that he spake to them of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who had come
into the world to save sinners; of His atoning death, and resurrection
and ascension into heaven and of His willingness to receive and save
" all that come unto God by Him." Only one of these women is named,
Lydia, and of her it is said that the Lord opened her heart that she attended unto the things spoken by Paul. It is not written that she
gave her heart to the Lord, but that the Lord opened her heart. The
Greek word for opened is not the ordinary word, but a stronger form,
meaning effectually opened. It is the word 'Used defining what the Lord
said to the man who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech,
" Be opened," Mark vii. 34, and when it is said, Luke xxiv. 25, that
the Lord opened the apostles' understanding, that they might understand the Holy Scriptures. The example of Lydia shows that regeneration, or the new birth, precedes conversion. "Whose heart the
Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken
by Paul," that is, gave earnest heed to them, as of all-important,
momentous, and eternal interest to her soul. How many listen to
the Gospel with deaf ears! . . . It is a matter of no real concern to
them! But when God works by His Spirit, and opens men's hearts,
then they have light to see themselves as sinners needing a Saviour, and
earnestly desire to know what God haB revealed regarding salvation.
They long to know" the way of peace." They will listen with anxiety
of soul to preachers of the Gospel, and read and meditate in the Holy
Scriptures, in order that they may learn the truth of God.
Reader, have you read the Scriptures to find out for yourself the
way of salvation? Have you listened to the preaching of the Gospel as
the most important thing in life? If so, the Lord has graciomly opened
your heart to do this. But if you have heard the Gospel, but have
taken no interest in it, turned away your ears from, or despised, "the
Gospel of the grace of God," how great is your responsibility and your
guilt. ;" How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation? " (Heb.
ii.3). "Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him
while he is near" (Isa. Iv. 6).
Lydia was, as far as we know, the only one of the little company of
women who was converted at this time. She was not a Jewess, but as
the words" which worshipped God" seem to indicate, a Jewish proselyte. She had embraced the religion of the Jews, but she was ignorant
of Jesus, the Jews' Messiah, the Saviour of the world. But when the
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Lord opened her heart, she gave heed to the things which were spoken
by Paul. Thereupon she believed, and was baptized, and the reality
of her faith was manifested by the kindness she showed to the apostles
in giving them hospitality (verse 15).

THE USE OF MOTOR CARS ON THE LORD'S DAY.
(From The Gospel Standard.)
QUESTIo..".
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-I have observed for a long time that among our
people many who own motor cars seem to think it a light tohing to use
their cars on the Lord's day for the purpose of visiting their friends,
and in some cases" joy riding" has been a common practice. May I
ask whether you consider this habit as becoming the Gospel of Christ,
or likely to bear comely fruit among us 1
Yours faithfully,
A TROUBLED ONE.
AKSWER.
Never were the warnings and exhortations of holy Scripture more
needed than to-day. The Lord's people are in constant danger.
Their own hearts are ever hankering after the external world, because
it is set in them. In danger too from the devil, who if, as a roaring
lion, he cannot devour them, then tries his wiles. Against both these
endeavours of his the Holy Ghost warns and exhorts. By Peter He
says, " Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." "Finally,
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil" (1 Pet. v. 8, 9; Eph. vi. 10, 11). Who would
have thought, when motor cars became common to our people, and'
were a blessing to many, enabling them to hear the Gospel, that that
boon would be turned into sin 1 Through the counsel of Balaam
Israel committed trespass against the Lord, for the Midianites vexed
them with their wiles. Through the counsel of the flesh and the wiles
of the devil, a lawful, useful thing is turned to an evil. Surely, if any
of the Lord's people are guilty of the sin to which" A Troubled One"
draws attention, they must be in a lean state, their consciences must
be hardened, and their understanding in the ways and things of God
very beclouded. The Christian Lord's day allows the people to use
their cars for attendance at their places of worship, when without them
they could not go. But to use them for pleasure, for visiting, and for
" joy riding" is an abuse of a gift of God, and must bring a rebuke, a
rod. To those who so use their cars one would earnestly, affectionately
say, " Cease at once so evil a thing. Let the past be a grief of heart to
you, and endeavour to walk unto all pleasing."
J. K. P.
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" KEPT."
I HAVE been looking over my dear old Bibles, so full of happy memories
of the past, with their marked pages, and so full, too, of joyous promises
of the future provision for" the life that now is as well as the life to
come," the life everlasting. Amongst the many sacred memorandums
between the pages of one Bible, one appealed to me strongly-one
word which forms the title of this paper and the title of the verses
which have been treasured, the one-word epitaph chosen by a dear
servant of the Lord. It forms, indeed, a one-word biography of all
His saints. It embodies the Covenant doctrine of the Covenant God,
Who has never failed, never does fail, and never will fail to keep His
beloved ones. It will always be the same dear old story, "Kept,"
and this dear child of God desired the one word, which comprises
volumes of experience and testimony to the protecting power of his
God, to be inscribed on his resting-place.
•. KEPT." 1 Peter i. 5.
.. One word alone I ask to be
Carved on the tombstone set for me,
After my name and date-for all to see'Kept.'
.. Year after year has passed away,
And changes come from day to day,
But never one of which I could not say•Kept.'"
One who was-and is still, though parted for a little while-very
dear to me, often spoke of the verse, .. Kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation." The heaven-lit eyes glowed with
loving enthusiasm as she spoke of events in her long life, as she
repeatedly acknowledged all preservations from danger, all plans
which had been turned aside, all griefs through which she had passed,
all disappointments, all frustrated hopes-in short, all her God-ordered
life, described in the one deeply comprehensive word, .. kept."
Let us under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, the infallible Guide to
all truth, examine just a few references from the Word of God concerning this one word, .. kept."
Note first: kept-how? By the power of God. He is omnipotent.
His strength is boundless. .. Behold, the nations are as a drop of a
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance; behold, He
taketh up the isles as a very little thing.". And to think this powerful
God uses His mighty power, dear reader, for you and for me. He is
interested in our least affairs, for we are His. How strong His keeping!
How safe we are in the clasp of the everlasting arms! Nothing and
no one can tear us from that clasp.
one can overcome the mighty
power of God.
Then kept-for? .. My mercy will I keep for him for ever." We
are not left to struggle by ourselves for victory, for deliverance from
evil. Poor Job said, " Will He plead against me with His great power?
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No; but He would put strength in me." "His mercy endureth for
ever," and" Mercy shall compass him about." "He is plenteous in
mercy." "He hath remembered His mercy." He does not forget.
We are never out of His sight, and never out of His heart, and never
out of His memory. His love is as great as His power. The Lord is
very pitiful and of tender mercy.
Then we are kept in. What? In perfect peace. "Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee." "In perfect
peace." Nothing shall ruffle thy serenity, thy confidence, thine everflowing cheer from the heart of God. Perfect" peace through the
blood of the Cross," " peace which passeth all understanding." Peace
from and in Him Who said, " My peace will I give unto you." And
again, "Not as the world giveth give I unto you." What a sweet
assurance this is, for the poor world's peace is very fickle, very fragile,
very insecure, very evanescent. "In Me ye have peace." Ah,
believer, the catalogue of blessings in that "In Me" is long, it is
inexhaustible!
Again, "kept "-when? Night and day. I am continually with
thee. "Thou hast holden me up by my right hand." Ah! but David
used even stronger language than this in Psalm xviii. 35: "And Thy
right hand hath holden me up." He has kept us. He loved and held
and kept. He never drops us, and we can never be wrenched from
.[lis keeping.
Kept from. What does He keep us from? All evil. He does not
say trouble or sorrow, but from all evil. Oftentimes sorrow is a
preventive of evil. He worketh all things after the council of His own
will and wisdom, and oftentimes sorrow is the precursor of joy. That
which we see to be evil has a different meanirlg with Him. And then,
dear reader, sin-sin abounding-in our nature and in practice. We
are full of sin. Blessed be God, " where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound." Blessed is he whose sin is covered, who is in Christ,
Who was made sin for us, Who knew no sin. "The blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all sin." He is able to keep.
Again" kept." By Whom? "Those Thou gavest Me T have kept."
Christ Himself is the Keeper. "I give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand."
We are brought into union with Christ, and" once in Him, in Him for
ever." The Holy Spirit reveals to us our exceeding sin, sin in all
forms, sin that overwhelms us by the sight of its va!!tness, of its eating
into every fibre of our being; and, thanks unto God, He reveals His
exceeding great salvation, our curse and His blessing, our nothingness
and His all-sufficiency, our weakness and His power. He whispers to
us His consolations. Christ has put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. His righteousness is an everlasting righteousness. Oh, believer,
thy Saviour is an ever-living, ever-loving Saviour! He offered one
sacrifice for sin for ever. He sat down on the right hand of God, thus
signifying accomplished, finished work. "By one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
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Though sin would fill me with distress,
The throne of grace I dare address,
For Jesus is my righteousness."

Let us go forward, looking upward, kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation.
0 Saviour, I have nought to plead,
In earth beneath, or heaven above.
But just my own exceeding need.
And Thine exceeding love.
11

11

The need will soon be past and gone.
Exceeding great. but quickly o'er,
The love unbought is all T1£·ine own.
And lasts for evermore:'

Before closing I should like to add a few words of congratulation, in
which I know all dear readers join, to dear " R." on completing the
jubilee of writing for our loved GOSPEL MAGAZINE. May she be spared
much longer to us, if HE tarry, to continue her loving and much valued
ministry of consolation and spiritual help, opening out treasures new
and old from the Word of Life-the riches in Christ Jesus which He
has given her, and which she so sweetly portrays, sharing the spoil
with His dear people. We do thank God for her, and pray that He
will grant her strength and increasingly precious views of His abounding
love and favour, until she and all dear readers meet in the everlasting
Home above, where" Christ is all the glory of Immanuel's land."
NETTlE.

"WE ARE ALL HERE."
OUR" frames and feelings" being universally alike, we can understand

what a relief it must have been to the keeper in Philippi, when he
heard Paul's loud call, " We are all here." The jailer would be able.
when morning came, to deliver up ~s charge as it had been committed
to him-earthquake notwithstanding. What a night for them all, and
what a next day! Who would have thought that the shadow of death
could have been turned into such a morning, that the prison keeper
and all his household were believing and rejoicing in God ~ And not
the end of their rejoicing, ODe would think, while the Old Testament
was theirs to read for the first time. Suppose they began at the
beginning and perused the beautiful accounts in Genesis. Imagine
" all the house" hanging on the history of Joseph: how the brethren
came back that second time to their dear, broken-down father!
Perhaps " we are all here" were the very words they used. All the
eleven were there, and safe; and had, moreover, amazing news of the
long-lost twelfth. How encouraging it is to think that all the keeper's
house was with him! What favour and kindness of God was in it!
Perhaps they thought so, when they read of the question that Samuel
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asked with some bewilderment, " Are here all thy children?" No,
the last and least was wanting then. But they could not go on with
t.he feast until he came, for he was the greatest of all. The despised
and rejected of men is the Lord of heaven and earth.
We may be sure, if we believe that those who fear the Lord speak
of Him often one to another, that the happy family in Philippi would
soon hear of the day, not so long gone by, when the disciples were all
gathered together with one consent in one place to hear and to understand" the wonderful works of God." That is what they do still,
upon whom in freest kindness the Spirit comes. In one sense, their
own heart's language is incommunicable: their questions to themselves
are all their own; all that the Lord says, whether in a spiritual or
providential way, is as peculiar to themselves as their speech was, who
could claim no more definite nationality than belonging" to the parts
of Libya about Cyrene." May we know something of the holy amazement that delighted them, as it astonished Cornelius and his friends
when they were all there present before God to hear from Peter's lips
that there was mercy and love and salvation in God for outcasts, and
for them that had no claim nor anything of their own to plead. " We
are all here," looking for that blessed hope and instinctively waiting
(as they inevitably do who are born again of Him) for the day of God.
The Lord Himself waits for it; the Father has appointed it; the
Holy Spirit wor~ for it, ceaselessly preparing His people. Many are
in heaven now: Mrs. Honeywell, for instance (I believe that was her
name); she was the one who flung the glass on to the floor, to demonstrate from its breaking that she was sure to be lost. But it did not
break, and she is eternally saved. Mr. Fraser, of Brea, is there. He
was imprisoned on the Bass Rock for two and a half years, from
January, 1677, onwards. At the end of the time, contrary to their
expectations, the King sent and loosed him and the twenty-three other
prisoners of the Lord Jesus. Mr. Fraser watched very closely the
work of God in his soul, and in all his goings, and wrote down his
reflections at some length. He says, for instance, as a "25thly,"
" I have seen grace stamped on all my mercies: as they come in
grace, so am I made to see them all flowing in this channel. It is the
elect who are saved by grace, the children of the promise." But he is
there now. The angel of death was sent to tell him that he could go
free; or rather and verily the angel of the Lord came Himself and
fetched him out of all that was of earth, and his captivities were over.
It was not, on the occasion when Paul called out, " We are all here,"
a very long captivity; only a night, and the earth, as it were, would
not retain him. He must be free. It is like the brief history of the
dear little babies and young children, who are scarcely her~ imprisoned
with us but they are gone again. The earth cannot hold them: they
see the invisible, stretch forth their little arms, and are gone. How
sweet t Christ is their Saviour and their tender Shepherd, and they
will share the joy and say, " We are all here! "
FOLLOWER-ON.
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"COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH
YOUR GOD."-IsAIAH xl. 1.

IT is a fact, worthy of notice, that the English language has this in
common with both Hebrew and Greek, that its words are rich in
meaning. For instance, the word" comfort" is used to express any
form of mental consolation, or bodily ease, whether it be casual sympathy, real practical cheer and encouragement or outward satisfaction.
Unfortunately the word is too often used in an unsatisfactory
conventional sense; that is to say, it is employed to express the formal
condolences that are offered to bereaved persons or to such as may be
in outward trouble.
When God says, "Comfort ye 1\ly people," He means something
vastly different from mere formal sympathy.
When a mother takes her sick and suffering child into her lovin
arms and tenderly draws the little one to her breast and speak:
soothingly to it and perhaps bathes its aching forehead and moistens
its parched lips, there is nothing formal about her actions. Such
actions are the outflow of her maternal love.
Because no higher human illustration can be found, God graciously
uses this figure and says, " As one whom his mother comforteth, so will
I comfort you." By" you" God means the believer (I8a. lxvi. 13).
What God bids His people do, that He enables them to do. He
makes them willing and He gives them powe.r (see Ps. ex. 3). How
are God's servants to comfort God's people ~ This is an important
question, and the Lord Jesus gives the definite answer. He said,
"I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that
He may abide with you for ever" (John xiv. 16).
That the Lord Jesus had been in a marvellous manner the Comforter
of His disciples is proved by the consideration of one fact-He said to
them, " Because I tell you I am going away, sorrow hathfilled your heart"
(see John xvi. 4-6). There never has been one like unto the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Saviour and Redeemer. He perfectly understood the
individual characteristics of each one of His followers; He " knew bow
to speak a word in season to him that is weary" (Isa. I. 4). He knew
how to reprove and rebuke in the most efficacious manner possible
(Matt. xvi. 23; Luke ix. 55). He knew how to sympathize (John xi.
35, 38). He knew bow to teach (Mark x. 1; John vii. 14; iv. 1-25 ;
Luke xxiv. 13-31), and He knew how to comfort (John xiv. 1, 27 ;
Luke vii. 12-15). It was this precious Saviour that said to His disciples,
" I will not leave you comfortless, or as orphans" (John xiv. 18 with
marg.). "I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, Who shall abide with you until I come again" (John xiv. 16 with
18). "He is the Spirit of Truth." "He will teach you all things."
" He will bring to your remembrance what I have taught you" (see
John xiv. 17 with 26). "He will testify of Me" (John xv. 26). "He
will guide you into all truth." "He will glorify Me, and reveal unto you
the truth concerning Me and My finisbed work" (see John xvi. 13, 14).
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Since God's servants are directed to comfort God's people it is
evident, from the teaching of the Lord Jesus, that this can only be
rightly accomplished if the work be carried out as the Holy Spirit
teaches.
Paul, that wonderfully taught apostle, was instructed to declare
to all believers that God is " the God of all comfort," that is to say, of
all true comfort, and that He comforts His servants that they may be able
to comfort others who are in any similar trouble to that which they have
been themselves called upon to pass through (2 Cor. i. 3-4). This is a
most remarkable and important declaration, for it goes to prove that
God's true servants must expect many trials and difficulties. They
must learn to take them all to Him Who alone can deliver them, and
doing this and waiting upon Him with faith and patience, they learn
that He is the Helper of the helpless (Ps. xxii. 11, marg.; xxx. 10 ;
lxxii. 12; cxvi. 6; Heb. xiii. 6), and thus learning, they know to Whom
to direct others for comfort.
How different is the teaching of God's Word concerning His servants
and His method of dealing with them and fitting them for their office,
from the popular ideas prevailing amongst the mere professors of
religion!
No man is permitted to practise as a medical doctor unless he has
passed through a severe course of study and training. When God
sends forth men to deal with the spiritually sick and diseased, He fits
them for the work and they are able to speak from personal experience,
and tell of the Good Physician Who has healed and comforted them.
They know something of "the terror of the Lord" (2 Cor. v. 11),
something of God's holy and just anger with sin. They have learned
that they are sinners (Rom. iii. 23), and they have proved that the
Lord Jesus came to save sinners (Matt. ix. 13; Luke xix. 10), and
hence they can say with the Apostle Paul, " This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners "-even the chief (1 Tim. ·i. 15).
God's true servants do not try to apply a false comfort by crying
" Peace, Peace," when there is no peace. They know they dare not
pretend to heal" the hurt of the daughter of God's people slightly"
(Jer. viii. 11). They know that God would call them to account for
soul murder if they attempted any such thing (Jer. v. 9 with Ezek.
xxxiv. 1-10).
God sends His servants "to bind up that which was broken, and
to strengthen that which was sick" (Ezek. xxxiv. 16). This can only
be done by leading sin-sick souls to the Lord Jesus, Who is the Great
and the Good Physician (Matt. ix. 12). He is able to save to the uttermost all who do come to Him for healing (Luke iv. 18; Heb. vii. 25).
All teachers who present any remedy for sin but the Lord Jesus are
" physicians of no value" (Job xiii. 4). Their poor dupes may, like the
woman mentioned by Mark, suffer many things of many (false)
physicians (Mark v. 26); they may spend their money and their labour,
but it is all in vain (Isa. Iv. 2); they only grow worse. Nothing but the
27
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blood of Jesus Christ-that is, His sin-atoning death, laid hold of by
faith-can cleanse from sin (1 John i. 7).
What comfort it should give to the anxious soul to hear, "I will
heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for Mine anger is turned
away from him" (Hosea xiv. 4). To Israel God revealed Himself in
many ways, but there was one Name by which He made Himself
known, which must have been very precious to the godly-" I am the
LORD that healeth thee" (Exod. xv. 26).
It is sin and iniquity that sepa-rate between God &nd man (Isa. lix. 2),
and until these be removed there can be neither true peace nor real
comfort. The Lord Jesus" bare His people's sins in His own body on
the tree" (1 Pet. ii. 24), and hence the proclamation can be made, " We
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God, etc." (2 Cor. v. 20).
To all who have come as needy sinners to the Saviour and found
salvation in Him, the words of the apostle apply-no matter how
trying their position may be-" Our Lord Jesus Christ . . . Who hath
loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope
through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word
and work" (2 Thess. ii. 16-17).
P. 1. B.
"LOVE

~OT

THE WORLD."

(A WORD TO BELIEVERS.)

By

THE LATE RE\". J. B. WADDIXGTOX, Y!CAR OF Low MOOR,
CLITHEROE, LL,CASHIRE; AUTHOR OF GOSPEL
TRACTS, CATECmS:llS, ETC.

" If any man love the W O1'ld, the love of the Father is not in him."1 JOHN ii. 15.

THE word "Church" (Ecclesia) is the translation of a Greek word
signifying an election, a people called out of the mass of mankind to the
faith and obedience of Christ, to be His true witness in the world, and
the Church should be, therefore, quite distinct from it. Let me giYe
a few thoughts on this important subject.

1.

THE CHURCH;

OR, THE SPIRITUAL 1rn'GDOM OF CHRIST.

1. Remember that the" God of Heaven" ha "set up a Kingdom"
in the earth (Dan. ii. 44), consisting of those who are from eternity
" chosen in Christ out of mankind" (Article xvii.; Eph. i. 4), and
who are" called" and" drawn" out from the World by the Holy
Spirit through" the Word "-viz., The Church, which the Lord Jesus
has" loved with an everlasting love," and" hath purchased with His
own blood," and of which He is the King and Covenant Head. At
His Second Coming this Kingdom will be openly manifested, and the
kingdoms of this WorId shall become the Kingdoms of our Lord and
of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever (Dan. vii. 13,
14; Rev. xi. 15).
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2. Remember that the Church is quite distinct from the world. Our
Saviour said to the Father, " I have manifested Thy Name unto the
men which Thou gavest Me out of the world. . . . I have given them
Thy Word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of
the world. I pray not that-thou shouldest take them out of the world,
but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil" (John xvii. 6,
14, 15).

n.

THE GREAT CHANGE FROM THE WORLD INTO THE CHURCH.

Remember that Conversion means a turning or changing of the
"heart, follo"l\ed by a corresponding change in the life, through the Holy
Spirit applying the Word of God to the soul and conscience of the
sinner, so that he is led to see his guilt, ruin, and helplessness; and
to trust entirely to the atonement made for sin by the Lord Jesus
Christ; and is thus delivered from the power of darkness, and translated
into the Kingdom of God's dear Son: and has redemption through
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins (Col. i. 13, 14). It is written,
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new" (2 Cor. v. 17).
Ill. THE CHURCH'S PROSPERITY.
Remember that the well-being of the Church depends upon observing
the Master's sayings. An old writer has said truly, that there is no
harm to a ship from being in the sea; the harm is when the sea gets
into the ship. So the danger to the Church is not that she is in the
world, but when the world gets into the Church. Wise mariners will
seek to stop every leak, no matter how small.
The late Canon Stowell lamented that the line of demarcation
between the Church and the world in the present day was not clearer
and better defined; and solemnly warned ministers of the Gospel to
keep the two as far apart as po ible, for while there is a " Woe"
pronounced against those who" offend" one of Christ's" little ones,"
there is no " woe" again t tho e who offend the world.

IV.

THE CHURCH MILITANT.

Beware of Satan, the" Prince of this World," who (1) not only seeks
to retain his power over willing captives whom he is still leading
blindfolded to destruction; but (2) leaves no means untried to draw
back those who, having had their eyes opened to their danger, are
escaping from him; and (3) never ceases to harass those who have
by faith fled to Jesus, and have enlisted" under His banner."
As a " faithful soldier and servant" of Christ, " Be sober, be vigilant."
Lay yourself out to help the perishing ones. Archbishop Leighton
wrote, " Shun the appearance of evil; walk warily and prudently in
all things. . . . Walk not upon the utter brink or edge of your liberty,
for then you shall be in danger of over-passing it. Things that are
lawful may be inexpedient." The Rev. Thomas Scott was induced to
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leave off card-playing through one of his parishioners saying, when
remonstrated with respecting his own card-playing, which led him into
gross excess, " There's no harm in cards; Mr. Scott plays at cards."
Remember also your own weakness, "Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12). Satan has an ally
within you which he well knows how to make use of, namely, the old
Adam nature, "thejlesh." "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak" (Matt.
xxvi. 41). "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life " (Prov. iv. 23).
Archbishop Leighton continues, " A man may drown in a little brook
or pool, as well as in a great river. . . . Under the garment of some
harmless pleasure, or some lawful liberties, may be conveyed into thy
soul some thief or traitor, that will either betray thee to the enemy,
or at least pilfer and steal of the most precious things thou hast. Do
we not by experience find how easily our foolish hearts are seduced
and deceived, and therefore apt to deceive themselves 1 And by things
that seem to have no evil in them, they are yet drawn from the height
of affection to their Supreme Good, and from communion with God."
V. SATAN'S DECEPTIONS.
Beware, then, of Satan's deceptions; for, like a clever angler, he
skilfully adapts the bait to the tastes and habits of his intended victims,
carefully concealing the hook with which he hopes to catch them;
either keeping out of sight, or transforming himself into an angel of
light (2 Cor. xi. 14, 15). By this means he sometimes nlists the
services of the simple-minded and un uspecting children of God (who
may be carried away for a time), and by this means great injury is
done to the Church and the world. "See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil" (Eph. v. 15, 16). One false step and your soul may be so
entangled in a web of Satan's weaving that nothing but the almighty
power of God can rescue you. The Rev. John Newton truly said,
" The subtlety and power of this Adversary are very great: he is an
overmatch for us; and we have no hope of safety but in the Lord's
protection." Learn, therefore, to look for strength and direction to
Him Who has promised them-trusting Jesus in everything and for
everything; remembering that the Church is described in the Word
of God as " coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved "
(Song of Sol. viii. 5).
In conclusion, Satan's design is to draw the Church and the world
together, in order to form an unholy alliance between them; well
knowing that a semblance of religion will keep the world asleep; and
that unfaithfulness to Christ will either silence or destroy the testimony
of the Church, who is her Lord's witness in a Christ-despising world.
If we are wise, and heed the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the
Scriptures of Truth, we shall take for our mott<>, " Conversion to God
and separation from the world" (see 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18k
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'PAYMENT GOD CA..1\fNOT TWICE DEMAND."
whence this fear and unbelief
FHisROM
Hath not the Father put
grief
spotless Son for me ?

~

to

And will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin
Which, Lord, was charged on Thee

~

Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed:
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness
And sprinkled with Thy blood.
If my discharge Thou hast procured,
And freely in my room endured
The whole of wrath Divine:
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine.
Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest,
Have bought thy liberty:
.
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee !
Augustus M. Toplady, 1775.

(From J. A.

REDEMPTION.
Doctrine of the Atonement.)

HALDA~""E'S

To redeem, means to repurchase, to recover, to ransom. Man was
the property of his Creator, Who gave him being. He sold himself
to Satan; and all mankind are naturally led captive by the devil at
his will. But the seed of the woman-those whom Christ is not
ashamed to call brethren-are ransomed from the cruel bondage in
which they were held; whilst the rest of mankind-the seed of the
serpent--remain the bond slaves of Satan. Redemption is always
limited to the people of God, and is synonymous with salvation. The
Church is termed Christ's purchased possession (Eph. i. 14); for it is
purchased with His own blood (Acts xx. 28); its members are redeemed
to God by the blood of the Lamb (Rev. v. 9). Election and redemption
are evidently of the same extent; they relate to the same individuals,
to all such, and to none else. All the chosen people are redeemed, and
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all the redeemed are chosen unto obedience, through sanctification of
the Spirit, and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ (1 Peter i. 2).
Again we read, " According as He hath chosen us in Him-in Whom we
have redemption through His blood" (Eph. i. 4, 7).
Redemption is sometimes spoken of as future, because it is not
completed till the resurrection, which is called "the redemption of
our body" (Rom. viii. 23), "the day of redemption" (Eph. iv. 30).
The redeemed are now the sons of God, adopted into His family: while
here, they are exposed to the same troubles and affiictions as are other
men; but when Christ, Who is their life, shall appear, they shall be like
Him, having their vile body fashioned like to His glorious body. Hence
it is written, " I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will
redeem them from death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave,
I will be thy destruction; repentance shall be hi.d from Mine eyes"
(Hosea xiii. 14).
The redemption of the Church, the body of Christ, like every other
great doctrine of the Gospel, was embodied in the history of Israel.
They were redeemed from cruel bondage, from the iron furnace, while
the sprinkling of the blood of the paschal lamb preserved them from
the awful judgment by which their redemption was effected. Many
plagues had been inflicted upon Egypt; and, as God had foretolu, they
produced no lasting effect upon the haughty mind of Pharaoh. But,
previously to the destruction of the first-born, the Lord commanded
His people to prepare for their departure, by keeping" the passover."
Had their deliverance been effected without blood, it would not have
corresponded with the redemption of the true Israel, who are redeemed
with the precious blood of Christ, a of a lamb without blemish and
without spot. "Christ our passover is sacrificed for us." Believers
are described as having "come to the blood of sprinkling, which
speaketh better things than the blood of Abel." The redemption
of Israel after the flesh was temporal, that of the true Israel is eternal.
(Heb. ix. 12.)
In the Old Testament we find nothing like universal redemption:
it was limited to God's chosen people. They were exclusively the
redeemed of the Lord (Ps. cvii. 2; Micah vi. 4); but they were taught
to look for a greater redemption by the King Messiah. Hence the
disciples, after mentioning the mighty works which Jesus had done,
added, "We trusted this had been He Who should have redeemed
Israel" (Luke xxiv. 21). They knew not that it behoved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day; but what led them to
fear that they had been mistaken, ultimately proved the crowning
evidence that Jesus was the Christ.
Had He appeared to accomplish for Israel a temporal deliverance,
the mighty works which He performed would have proved that He was
equal to the task, and that on Him they might confidently rely; put
He came to obtain "eternal redemption" for His people, to spoil
principalities and powers, and to make a show of them openly, triumphing over them in His cross (Col. ii. 14, 15). This could only be accom-
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plished by death, by making His soul an offering for sin; by ratifying
the everlasting Covenant, which secures the salvation of God's elect,
with His own blood; by dying, rising, and reviving, that He might be
the Lord both of the dead and of the living, and thus making it manifest that He had the keys of hell and death. His people, in commOIl
with all mankind, had been doomed to return to the dust. For many
generations they had successively disappeared from the earth, and gone
down the valley of the shadow of death; but the good Shepherd
appeared to bring again that which was driven away-to bind up that
which was broken. He came, by death to destroy him that had the
power of death; to break his yoke from off their necks; to deprive
death of its sting, and the grave of its victory; so that His people
might meet the king of terrors not only with calmness, but with joy, as
the termination of all their affiictions.
We have observed that redemption is synonymous with salvation.
Hence Israel, so frequently described as God's redeemed. arc represented as saved (Deut. xxxiii. 29.) True, their salvation or redemption
was temporal-a shadow for the time tben present, prefiguring the
spiritual and eternal redemption or salvation of the true Israel-the
children of God, who are scattered abroad, and whom Jesus came to
gather into one (John xi. 52). The means which God employed were
effectual for the redemption of Israel after the flesh, whom alone, under
that dispensation, He knew, of all the families of the earth; and the
means employed, viz., the incarnation and sufferings of the Son o~ God,
are effectual for the redemption of the true Israel, for all who were
given to Him of the Father, and with whom He took part in flesh and
blood; in regard to all others He will say, Depart from Me, " I never
knew you."
While the final and complete separation of the children of God and
the children of the devil will not take place till the judgment of the
great day, a real separation is produced by the publication of the
Gospel. It is to be preached indiscriminately to all who, in the course
of Providence, are brought under the joyful sound. Salvation is of
faith, and faith cometh by hearing the Word of God; whence it follows,
that the Gospel invitations should be addressed to all to whom we have
access. The Gospel is the fan by which Christ separates His people
from the world; the Word of God tries all who hear it: some believe
the things which are spoken, and some believe not. The former are
delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom
of God's dear Son; Christ is formed in them the hope of glory; He
takes up His abode in their hearts by faith, and they become the temple
of the Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in them, which they have of God,
and by which they obey the truth (1 Peter. i. 22).
Ample instructions are given to preach a free and full salvation to
mankind indiscriminately, while redemption is limited to God's elect,
who are described as redeemed or saved (Titus ii. 14, iii. 5). Those
from whom the Gospel is hid, are irrecoverably lost; while those who,
by receiving the record of God concerning His Son, set to their seal
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that God is true, are saved with an everlasting salvation; made meet
for the inheritance of the saints in light; and thus the effect produced
upon men by the Gospel, discovers for whom expiation was made upon
the cross, whose sins Christ bore in His own body on the tree, that they,
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
The Gospel tells no man his sins are atoned for; but it tells every man
who hears it, that it is a faitbful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ came into the world to save the chief of sinners; and that
by Him all who believe are justified from all things, while the wrath
of God abides upon unbelievers.
God provided redemption for men, not for devils; why not then for
some men, and not for others ~
either men nor devils had any claim
upon God;. both were inexcusable, and who shall presume to decide
to whom His mercy shall extend ~ (Rom. ix. 15).
" In Scripture, redemption is something substantial and palpable;
it is redemption to God-from the earth-from among men-from
bondage-from death-from the grave-from the curse of the lawfrom all iniquity-from our former vain conversation; but universal
redemption frees us from nothing; it leaves us where it found usit is like an idol-it is nothing in the world-it is another redemption,
which is not another, but a perversion of the redemption of Christ-it is a shadow-it has no substance-it is but a name."

ARCHDEACON

OYES.

OUR readers will be grieved to hear that our old friend Archdeacon
Noyes, formerly Vicar of St. John's, Harborne, and now of Lloydminster, Canada, has kept his bed for over three months and is in a
very weak condition. Mrs. Noyes is devoting herself lovingly and
untiringly to attend to his needs, and they both claim our tender and
prayerful sympathy. Archdeacon Noyes has expressed the wish that
the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may remember him in prayer.
The Sermonettes from his pen which we are publishing month by
month originally appeared in the Lloydminster Times, and he thus,
despite his weak condition, is ministering the Word to our readers.
The Editor of the Lloydminster Times (Mr. J. G. Willard), who is
also a reader of the MAGAZINE, has kindly written to us about our
mutual friends. He says of the Archdeacon that" his memory is as
good as ever, and he can repeat whole passages of Scripture very
accurately. The old hymn, 'From whence this fear and unbelief ~ ,
bas been a great comfort to him."
We are glad to hear that Mr. Willard visits our dear old friends
regularly and is thus a means of comfort to them in their heavy trial.
We learn that they are both in their eighty-fourth year.
We warmly commend our dear friends to the prayers of our
readers.
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THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK (DR. TEMPLE)
ON PREDESTINARIANS.
ON Sunday morning, July 6th, the Archbishop of York (Dr. Temple)
preached the Conference Sermon at the Lambeth Conference opening
service held in St. Paul's Cathedral.
In the course of his Sermon the Archbishop of York said :"The irreligious man always supposes that the doctrine of Predestination must be a narcotic to conscience and to moral enterprise;
and so, for irreligious folk, or half-religious folk, it is. They argue
that if God settles all there is nothing for us to settle. And they argue
thus because, having little or no inward experience of religion, they
conceive the action of the infinite will of God upon our finite wills to be
identical with the action of one man's will upon another's.
" Even in logic that error is easily refuted. But the lesson of history
is very clear. Those men to whom such doctrines as Predestination,
Irresistible Grace, the Sovereign Decrees of God, are matter not of
speculation but of experience, are precisely those who exhibit the most
astonishing energy, conceiving enterprises and performing feats of
perseverance and endurance that put to shame the advocat.es of the
view that by independent human volition we are to discharge a responsibility which is itself left as an almost crushing burden. . . .
" There is always this trouble about the profoundest religious doctrines, that they appear to the world outside to involve consequences
the precise opposite of their real effects. The resolution of these
problems is not in argument, but in life. This is not because of any
i.nadequacy in the nature of logic, but because only in life as a whole
are all the premises available which logic itself requires for drawing a
true conclusion."-The·Times, July 7th, 1930.

"SOVEREIG~,

INVI CIBLE GRACE."
By THE LATE BISHOP WALDEGRAVE, D.D.

CONTEMPLATE the motive cause of the sinner's justification. It is
grace, free grace: "Being justified freely by His grace." Yes! it is
grace-free grace-that moveth our God to justify His elect. And
what is grace ~ It is favour irrespective of merit. Truly the kindness
and love of God our Saviour toward man is wholly irrespective of
merit; whether we view it in that its earliest stage, the Covenant of
peace before the world was-or in its bursting forth from the riven side
of the Rock of Ages, in the fulness of time-or in its quickening, fertilizing, refreshing might, when the set hour to favour a soul is comeall is grace. Do we speak of God's choice before the world was ~
Free, sovereign, distinguishing grace is the very glory of that choice.
The potter had power " of the same lump to make one vessel unto
honour, and another unto dishonour." And that He determined to
make thee a vessel of mercy, poor saint, was not for works seen or
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foreseen in thee, but of His mere undeserved favour-" \Yho hath
saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began." Do we speak of the redeeming
love of God the Son ~ Still it is to matchless grace that love must be
ascribed. No man took His life from Him: He had power to lay it
down, and He had power to take it again. "For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich." And
even so it is of the quickening love of God the Holy Ghost; that love
by which the soul is convinced of sin, brought to Christ, enabled to
believe, and thus made partaker of the salvation of God. Still is all
to be ascribed to grace; sovereign, invincible grace. For" God, Who
is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace
ye are saved)." And how could it be otherwise ~ For all were, all are,
all ever will be, by nature and by practice, so incurably corrupt, so
desperately guilty, that they have not-they cannot have-the
slightest shadow of a claim to the kindness of our God. And that
that kindness should visit anyone-whether he be the malefactor
hanging on the cross, or the centurion fasting in his chamber-is solely
to be attributed to that grace, those riches of grace, which Triune
Jehovah delights to show forth in the salvation of His Church. "For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God: not. of works le t any man should boast"
(Ephes. ii. 8, 9).
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE"

FUND.

THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
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Knight, Mrs. H.
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Downard, Mr. S. W . o 14 0 Newsham, :Miss
Hewitt, Mr. W. H. (per
Robinson, fr. W. G.... 1 1 0
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Miss L. Ormiston) ... 0 8 3 " Somerset" ...
"BELIEVER, who are much in secret prayer and meditation, have
more life and joy than others, who are chiefly employed in hearing
and reading; because the former are nearer the Well-Head, and have
their supplies more immediately from God. We bring our hearts
more easily to read and hear than to secret prayer and meditation,
because in the former there is more of man, and in the latter we
approach the Lord alone; and our natures draw back from the more
spiritual duties, though they are the most profitable."-John Benidge.
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JPoung jfolks' lPage.

"HONOUR THE LORD."
do these three little words mean, my dear young readers 1
They mean that God must be first in all our plans, and in the carrying
out of those plans, if we belong to Him. We are to do all in reference
to Him. You must" honour the Lord" with regard to His day. Oh!
how sadly it is profaned by those who do not know Him. Tennis and
other games are indulged in, and day trips to the sea-side are quite
common.
A young fellow who had gone with two other friends to the seaside 011 the Lord's day was drowned only last Sunday. How awful to
think about! God is entirely absent from the thoughts of the thousands who in this way dishonour Him.
The child of God must honour Him in the use of his money, his time,
and his abilities. These blessings have been received from his Heavenly
Father, and only in the right use of these gifts can we " honour the
Lord." Many of His own children, sad to say, spend on themselves
and their own pleasures without remembering, " Ye are not your own."
The next verse says, "For ye are bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's" (1 Cor.
vi. 20). The very verse from which our little text is taken runs:
" Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the fustfruits of all
thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty" (Prov. iii. 9).
Those who thus honour the Lord in the use of their money in business
shall be prospered by Him, even though by His grace they are " true
and just in all their dealings."
Then we must" honour" the Lord in our daily prayerful reading of
His precious Word in which He reveals Himself to the seeking soul,
and applies just the right word of life. It is a good plan to choose a
few words from your daily portion to remember specially all the day.
The words need only be very few and easy, but the Lord can make them
a great power in the life. A boy of eleven one day chose for his little
text, " And they did it." You can quite see how much the words
would help him if he were reminded of them by the Holy Spirit during
the day.
The dangers which beset young people are forcibly set forth by
the Editor of the English Churchman, who is himself the father of four
young people engaged in the Lord's work-one at home, and three
abroad. He writes: "The inordinate love of pleasure which has
caused much comment in recent years has special dangers for the
young. It is delightful to see young folk exercising the strength and
buoyancy of youth in any wholesome and lawful pleasures and thus
bringing gladness into their own and other people's lives. But we
fear that there is a very distinct tendency, even in professing Christian
circles, to encourage young people in these and other matters to be a
law unto themselves, and to regard all limitations with impatience.

WHAT
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Yet no virtue is of such importance as that of self-control. and selfsacrifice. . . . To-day we find on all hands that young people are
encouraged, either by example or precept, to do things which ere long
may acquire a fatal domination over their wills. Such things as theatregoing, dancing, novel-reading, smoking, gambling, and careless neglect
of the Lord's Day and its obligations, will assert a mastery over the
affections of young minds in whom the principle of self-denial and selfsacrifice for the Lord's sake has not been well planted."
As you see the dangers, my dear young readers, remember that the
Lord is able to keep you from falling, and is it not lovely to have His
own promise-" Them that honour Me"I will honour"? E. A. H.
LIGHT IN DARKNESS.

IT is said by men of science that there is not, and cannot be, a total
absence of light; that even in the darkest night there must be some
rays of light, either positive or reflected. I judge it is so in the Kingdom
of Grace.
For several years a godly Scottish minister, now at home with the
Lord, called upon me on his annual visits to London. On one occasion
the above fact in the realm of ature was named in conversation, and
I made the remark that there was one Psalm that was entirely without
one ray of light-the only one in the whole Psalter. The dear man
quickly answered-" Please tell me which it is "; and I responded:
" The eighty-eighth, written by Heman, the man of God." He at once
said: "How does it begin ?" I replied: "0 Lord God of my salvation"; and instantly perceived that I had made an immense mistake iD imagining that light was totally absent from even so mournful
a psalm. Heman was indeed" in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the
deeps" (verse 6); but he was" laid" there by the hand of his own
God, the God of his salvation, in order that a joyful morning of praise
should follow his dark night of grief. When I can appeal to God as the
" Lord God of my salvation," how certain it is that I am not entirely
in darkness !
Dear child of God, can you not testify, by many a sweet experience,
that your darkest midnights have had some rays of joy and hope in
them? And can you not bless your own God that your darkness is
not the darkness of your first-born condition? That was "thick
Egyptian night"; you were then a child of the darkness. Now you
are a child of the light, and love the light; and when clouds hide His
face, you long for the day. The day is coming!
.. Here often from our eyes
Clouds hide the light Divine:
There we sha.ll ha.ve unclouded skies,
Our sun will always shine."

"For His anger endureth but a moment: in His favour is life:
weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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'!tottes:sponlJrnct.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall at the close of September finish~ by the
good hand of the Lord upon us, the fifty-seventh year of the Book
Mission work. To Him be all the glory! Perhaps never was literature needed more than it is at the present time, when so many
opportunities for the spread of truth among the men abound. A
missionary writes: "Many thanks for the books and tracts you ha ve
so kindly sent me. I shall be very grateful for any more you may have
to spare." "Just a line to thank you for the very nice parcel of books.
I was so pleased to have them and to know that I was in your thoughts.
The books and cards are very acceptable for distribution." The Book
Mission has lost a kind friend and helper in the passing away of
Mr. Calvin Hart.
~
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, August, 1930.

la rot ef;itant la eacon.
THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT.
(By the Editor.)
ENGLAND just now, it might be said, is crowded with Bishops. Over
three hundred of them have gathered to attend the Lambeth Conference. Many people attach great importance to the decisions of an
assembly of Bishops. When the great majority of the English Episcopate decided to recommend a new Prayer Book, the doctrine was put
forth that, the Bishops having spoken, nothing more should be said.
The decision of the Bishops was regarded as inspired by the Spirit, and
all other members of the Church should receive their decision with meekness and without question. An infallible decision had been given, and
there was an end of the matter. The right of private judgment, however, is a doctrine taught both by Scripture and by the Articles of the
Church of England. Scripture says to every humble member of the
Church of God, " To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them." The
Bereans are commended because they presumed to test even Apostolic
teaching by the Word of God. They" searched the Scriptures daily
whether those things were so." They brought the Scriptures to bear
upon the teaching of the great Apostle to the Gentiles. Only when
satisfied that his teaching could be " proved by most certain warrants
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of Scripture" did they receive his testimony. The Holy Scriptures
are able to make men wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus, independently of any human teacher, episcopal or otherwise. Every man of God may, by means of the Scriptures, become
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. Every believer may rightly
say, " Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path,"
and each believer has an unction from the Holy One, and needeth not
that any man teach him, even though he may thankfully avail himself
of the teachings of spirit-taught men whom the Lord has set in the
Church. In the last resort every man must use his own judgment.
He ought to obey God speaking in His Word rather than man. All
the writers of Scripture were inspired by the Spirit of Christ Who was
in them. Their testimony, therefore, is the testimony of the Son of
God, and the Voice of God from heaven says to all believers, " This is
1I1y beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him."
The right of private judgment is clearly implied in the Thirty-nine
Articles of religion. They tell us that "Holy Scripture containeth
all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man.
that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought
requisite or necessary to salvation." The Christian man is to search
the Scriptures for himself, and reject everything, by whomsoever
taught, which "is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby."
The Church as a whole, consisting of "the ble ed company of all
faithful people," has" authority in controYersies of faith. " ., And yet
it is not lawful for the Church to ordain any hin er that icon rary to
God's 'Vord written, neither may it so expound one place of cripture,
that it be repugnant to another." Churches may err, as Article XIX
tells us, in matters of faith, and private judgment should be exercised
in order to test decisions of Churches, as well as individual pronouncements. 'When councils of Bishops are gathered together we are told
that "when they be gathered together (forasmuch. as they be an
a~sembly of men, whereof all be not governed with the Spirit and Word
of God), they may err, and sometimes have erred, even in things pertaining unto God. 'lVherefore things ordained by them as necessary
to salvation have neither strength nor authority, unless it may be
declared that they be taken out of Holy Scripture." (Articles VI,
XIX, XX, XX!.)
According to the Articles of the Church of England, then, the Bishops
now assembled from all parts of the world are only an assembly of men.
Moreover, they are not all " governed with the Spirit and Word of
God." A large number of them regard many portions of the Scriptures
as legendary and fabulous, and their Modernistic and Sacerdotal
teaching shows that they are not governed by the Word of God. The
recent open-air High Mass, organized by the Anglo-Catholics, and
licensed by the Bishop of London, is an outstanding proof that the
simple teaching of the Word of God in reference to the Lord's Supper
is rejected by many Bishops. The Articles teach us that Bishops
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"may err, and sometimes have erred." The Lambeth Conference
may err. It may come to conclusions which are not warranted by the
Word of God. With the Bible in our hands we should test all that the
members say and do by its inspired teaching. Moreover, the time
has surely come, in view of present-day happenings, when a firmer
and a more uncompromising attitude should be taken against all who
are helping forward the departure from Bible and Reformation truth.

iKebiettls anb !iotices of 15oots.
ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHEME FOR TAMPERDIG WITH SCHOOL HISTORY
READERS. Pp. 36. Price 4d. post free. (To be obtained from
the Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand,
London, W.C.2; also from the Protestant Reformation Society,
Berners Street, London, W.l, and the Protestant Truth Society,
St. Paul's Churchyard, London, KC.4.)
The preface to this pamphlet says that, " The Westminster Roman
Catholic Federation has for some years past been attempting by subterranean methods to effect the alteration of the History Readers
which are used in elementary and secondary schools, so as to eliminate
the assured historical facts which are discreditable to the Roman
Church and Curia. Two of the three volumes' privately printed' by
the W.C.F. with this object in view run to over 1250 paO'es.
lost of
the pa,ssages in the History Readers which reflect adversely on the
action of the Roman Church in the periods of the :Middle Ages and of
the Reformation have been either excised, or altered in these volumes,
and the publishers of these Readers have been asked to make the
necessary alterations, so as to make the Readers pa1:l.table to Roman
Catholic cholars.·'
This pamphlet ably exposes the attempt of the Westminster Roman
Catholic Federation to have the History Readers in our schools altered
to suit their views. It contains an able criticism of their action from
the pen of Professor Coulton, of Ca mbridge, an eminent historian. It
takes the form of a lengthy letter to Cardinal Bourne. It also contains
some useful and valuable criticisms from the pen of the Rev. E. G.
Bowring, who is Chairman of the Historical Readers Committee.
Added to these are some" Extracts" from the Westminster Catholic
Federation's "privately printed" two volumes, which indicate the
activities of this Federation in reference to the History Readers in use
in our schools. We hope that the Historical Readers Committee will
send a copy of this timely pamphlet to all the members of the London
County Council and to all the publishers of the History Readers, as
well as to the authors of these books. We rejoice at the action of the
Historical Readers Committee, and we hope that they will continue
their valuable opposition to the efforts of the Westminster Roman
Catholic Federation.
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" OUR LORD COMETH, AND THOUGHTS ON THE OLIVET PROPHECY."

By W. J. Rowlanqs. Pp. 64. Price 6d. (Hunt, Barnard & Co.
Ltd., Aylesbury, or Mr. G. H. Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens,
Chiswick, London, W.4.)
The author of this pamphlet is a missionary, at Cartries, St. Lucia,
West lndies. At one time he held the two-stage theory of the coming
of the Lord, and believed that Scripture taught the any-moment view
of our Lord's coming. He has now come to see that various events are
to take place before the Lord will come, with the result that "the
Second Coming," he says, " is to me brighter, and the hope clearer, as
prophesied events are seen to be steadily moving toward His appearing."
He points out that "Peter wag to be martyred as an old man;
Jerusalem and the temple were to be destroyed; apostasy would
rise and spread until the whole was leavened. These and other
prophesied events forbid the thought that the Church at Pentecost
was looking for Christ to come without intervening events." He
goes on to say that" after years of careful study I am convinced
that there is NO Scripture statement that the Lord is coming secretly
for His Church; or that there will be a period of years between
His coming for, and with, His saints; or that He may come at any
moment." There can be no doubt that the subj~ct of the Lord's
coming is attracting the attention of large numbers of God's people
in a.ll Evangelical denominations. Whether the ministers deal with
this subject or not, many of their hearers are being attracted to the
popular teaching of the day on this subject. It is highly imponant,
therefore, that every effort should be made to di eminate riptural
thoughts on this subject. The author of this pamphle writ.e in a
very kindly way of those from whom he differs. He has evidently
thought deeply on the subject, and searched the Scriptures carefully
and prayerfully to find out the truth. Whatever views our readers
may take on the Lord's coming, we think they would do well to read
this pamphlet carefully through. We warmly commend it to their
notice.

"TAKE another great Gospel word: 'All that the Father giveth Me
shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.'
ow here is a great word that is immutable; keep immutability before
you as much as you can: 'I will in no wise cast out'; that is, for
no reason that can exist in the sinner; no reason in his sins, no reason
in the devil, who opposes every step that is taken by faith; no reason
in untoward circumstances, no reason in adversities. If sin is not a
sufficient reason for Christ to reject a sinner, there is nothing else
that can be. There is nothing ugly but sin; nothing could provoke
God to destroy a creature but sin. If that does not move Him to
cast you out, to cast me out, then nothing else can."-Mr. J. K.
Popham.

