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SERIES

AND COMFORT.

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the oomfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COUINTHIANS i. 4.

WHAT WE WERE, WHAT WE ARE, AND WHAT WE
SHOULD BE.
" For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the LORD:
walk as children of light."-EpHESIANS v. 8.

THESE words are addressed to the beloved, chosen, and redeemed
people of GOD. They are intended to remind the saints of GOD
at Ephesus of what they once were, what they had become by the:nfinite grace and mercy of GOD, and to remind them also of how
they should walk, now that they had experienced the great and
mighty change which had placed them consciously in t!J.e family
of GOD.
All the members of GOD'S family need to remember what they
were, what they are, and what they should be. These are the three
thoughts which are suggested by the words we have placed at the
head of our "Family Portion."
1. First, let us humbly call to mind WHAT WE WERE.
" Ye were sometimes darkness." Here we have a description of
what we were. We were darkness. Spiritual darkness characterized our former state. We were in the darkness of spi'ritual
ignorance. The words" the light of the knowledge" (2 Cor. iv. 6)
suggest that knowledge is light. Hence ignorance is darkness.
The apostle speaks of a Jewish teacher as one who claims to be
"a light of them which are in darkness, an instructor of the
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foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge
and of the truth in the law" (Rom. ii. 19, 20). The word" light"
is thus used to denote knowledge. To be darkness is, therefore,
to be destitute of spiritual knowledge, and to be in spiritual ignorance. This was our state by nature. Our understanding was
darkened (see Eph. iv. 18). We were ignorant of our true state
before GOD. We did not know how awful sin is in the sight of
GOD. We were ignorant of our depravity, moral corruption, and
sinfulness. We were ignorant in regard to the true GOD, the only
Saviour, and the ,only Regenerator and Sanctifier of GOD'S elect
people. We were ignorant in regard to all saving truth, and
incapable of receiving or knowing the things of the SPIRIT of GOD
(see 1 Cor. ii. 14).
We were in the darkness of sin. Sin is darkness. We read of
"the works of darkness," such as "rioting and drunkenness,"
"chambering and wantonness" and "strife and envying"
(Rom. xiii. 12, 13). The man who "hateth his brother is in
darkness, and walketh in darkness," whereas "he that loveth his
br6ther abideth in the light" (1 John ii. 9-11). "GOD is light,
and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness (i.e., in sin), we lie,
and do not the truth" (1 John i. 5, 6).
,We were in the darkness of spiritual death. CHRIST came "tQ
"give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death '"
(Luke i. 79). When CHRIST was on earth, "the people which s~t
in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region
and shadow of death light is sprung up" (Matt. iv. 16).
" Dead in trespasses and sins" describes our awful state. We
were"" alienated from the life of GOD." We were far off from '...
Him. We were" without CHRIST," without hope, and" without
GOD" (Eph. ii. 1, 12; iv. 18).
Thus we were in the darkness of ignorance, of sin, and of death.
-Dark indeed was our state. Light had come into the world, but
we loved'darkness rather than light, because our deeds were evil.
Moreover, our future merited portion was to be "cast into outer
,darkness," and to be eternally shut out from the light and glory
of heaven. We" were by nature the children of wrath, even as
others" (Eph. ii. 3):
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Now the apostle desired the saints at Ephesus to remember all
this (see Eph. ii. 12). All GOD'S saints need to remember their
former awful condition. They need to remember that they were
travelling in the broad way which leads to hell, that they were in
a helpless, hopeless, and lifeless condition, and that had it not
pleased GOD to look upon them with the eyes of His mercy, an
eternal hell would have been their portion. The more we realize
what we once were, the more shall we magnify the sovereign grace
of GOD in making us what we now are. Oh, how we need to
humble ourselves before GOD as we realize what we were and are
by nature!
"I once was a stranger to grace and to GOD,
I knew not my danger, and felt not my load;
Though friends spoke in rapture of CHRIST on the tree,
JEHOVAH TSIDKENU was nothing to me."
(M'Oheyne.)
2. Secondly, let us think 0/ what we now are.
Assuming that, like the Ephesian saints, we are" blessed with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in CHRIST," redeemed by
the blood of CHRIST, regenerated by His SPIRIT, and saved by
Divine grace, then a great and mighty change has taken place in
our experience. Whereas we were at one time darkness, now are
. we light in the LORD.
This is what the apostle says, "Now are ye light in the LORD."
he LORD JESUS CHRIST is "the Light of the world." In union
\ ·th Him His people are light also. Their light is derived from
Him. As at the creation, GOD said, "Let there be light, and there
was light," so GOD by His almighty and illuminating power has
dispersed the darkness in which they were enshrouded. "GOD,
Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
GOD in the face of JESUS CHRIST" (2 Cor. iv. 6). He hath illuminated our dark hearts. He -hath given light to us who sat in
darkness and in the shadow of death. He hath called us " out of
darkness into His marvellous light." He" hath delivered us from
the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom
of His dear SON" (Col. i. 13). Through His almighty power,
and through His infinite grace, we have been turned" from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto GOD."

.Y
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This great and mighty change is wholly due to Divine action.
In darkness we were, and in darkness we should bave remained
had not GOD by His SPIRIT appeared on the scene, and dispersed
our awful spiritual darkness. He shone into our hearts. He
called us effectually out of darkness into light. He delivered us
from the power of darkness. Hence now are we light in the LORD.
He dispersed the darkness of spiritual death. Being rich in mercy,
and because of the great love wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, He quickened us together with CHRIST and
saved us by His grace (see Eph. ii. 4, 5). Where is free-will,
then? It is excluded. "For we are His workmanship, created
in CHRIST JESUS unto good works, which GOD hath before ordained
that we should walk in them." If man, when he was originally
created, could take no credit to himself in regard to his creation,
but must own that GOD alone created him, and called him into
being, so man when he is created anew in CHRIST JESUS must give
GOD all the glory. Even his faith in the merits of CHRIST is not
due to himself, "it is the gift of GOD" (Eph. ii. 8).
I~ was GOD Who dispersed also the darkness of spiritual ignorance.
Our Lord says, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall
be all taught of GOD. Every man therefore that hath heard, and
hath learned of the FATHER, cometh unto Me" (John vi. 45). Men
come to CHRIST because they have been taught of GOD. He, by
His SPIRIT, has taught them the truth about themselves, He has
convinced them of sin, and shown to them the plague of their own
hearts. He has also taught them the truth about CHRIST, and His
redeeming work. Hence being taught and drawn by the FATHER
they come unto CHRIST, and fean on His blood and righteousness\
Ignorance as to sin, its penalty, and as to redemption from the'
curse of the law, is thus dispersed by GOD, Who is light, and in
Whom is no darkness at all.
He, too, disperses the darkness of sin. It was He Who through
His infinite grace laid on CHRIST the iniquity of His people. He
was in CHRIST, not imputing the trespasses of His people unto
them, but He made CHRIST, His eternal SON, to be sin for them,
that they might be made the righteousness of GOD in Him. It
follows that they have redemption through CHRIST'S blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. Being,
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then, made free from sin's penalty, and being new creatures in
CHRIST JESUS, they have their fruit unto holiness. They seek to
walk in the light as GOD is in the light. Thus the darkness of a
characteristically sinful life is dispersed. The LORD'S people are
therefore now described as " the light of the world" (Matt. v. 14),
"the children of light" (Luke xvi. 8), and" the children of the
day" (1 Thess. v. 5).
3. Thirdly, notice now what we should be.
We were darkness. We are now light. What should be the
outcome of this great and mighty change ~ It is expressed in the
apostolic injunction, "Walk as children 01 light."
The walk, the manner of life of GOD'S people should correspond
with the mighty change which they have experienced. When they
were darkness they" walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air." They fulfilled
" the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others." They walked in the vanity
of their mind, giving" themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work
all uncleanness with greediness" (Eph. ii. 2, 3; iv. 17-19). The
depths of sin into which they fell varied no doubt in degree.
Some plunged deeper into the ditch than others. Some became
\ more morally corrupt than others, but all alike were "alienated
from the life of GOD," not subject to His law, "dead in trespasses
and sins." They were "foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and
hating one another" (Titus iii. 3). The Apostle Paul includes
himself in this description. Tho~gh he was a self-righteous Pharisee,
yet he felt that he was the chief of sinners.
We, too, cannot speak a good word of ourselves, however respectable we may have thought ourselves to be in the time of our
spiritual darkness and deadness. We were far off from GOD,
walking wholly contrary to His holy mind and will. However
moral and upright we may have been, we were" in the flesh,"
and" they that are in the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8).
The sovereign, mighty, and distinguishing grace of GOD has, however, brought about a complete transformation in our spiritual
experience. We have been quickened and regenerated. We are
new creatures in CHRIST. We have" put on the new man, which
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is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created
him" (Col. iiL 10). We have new hearts and GOD has put His
SPIRIT within us. We are no longer darkness, but we are light in
the LORD. "Walk," therefore, the apostle says, "as children of
light, proving what is acceptable to the LORD. And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness" (Eph. v. 8-11).
"What communion," says the apostle, "hath light with darkness? " (2 Cor. vi. 14). The life, walk, and conversation of GOD'S
regenerated people should be wholly different from the life of the
world which still lieth under the influence of the wicked one.
Their aim should be to glorify GOD in all things. They should
seek to walk worthy of Him unto all pleasing. Henceforth they
should not live unto themselves, but unto Him Who died for them
and rose again. To please Him, their supreme LORD and MASTER,
should be their constant desire and aim. "Ye are not your own,"
says the apostle, "for ye are bought with a price: therefore
glorify GOD in your body, and in your spirit, which are GOD'S"
(1 Cor. vi. 19, 20). All the members of your body are to be used
in His service.· Your hands, your feet, your eyes, your mouth,
your ears, are all to be used for His glory. This will affect the
words you speak, the thoughts you think, the places to which
you go, t~e books you read, the sights you behold, and the things
you find pleasure in hearing. By the mercies of GOD, which you
h,ave experienced, you are to '.' present your bodies a living sacri- .
fice, holy, acceptable unto GOD, which is your reasonable service"
(Rom. xii. 1). "Neither yield ye your members as instruments
of unrighteousness unto sin: _but yield yourselves unto GOD, as:'
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instru- '
ments of righteousness unto GOD" (Rom. vi. 13).
How much the "children of light" need to remember such
exhortations! How much more conformable to the will of GOD
our lives would be if we sought more sincerely and prayerfully
to live in harmony with the will of Him Who, in His infinite
mercy, has called us out of darkness into His marvellous light!
The walk of the children of light is much dwelt upon in the
Epistle to the Ephesians. GOD has created them in CHRIST JESUS
unto good works, which He has before ordained that they should
walk in them (see chapter ii. 10).
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They should walk in a way Divinely prepared and ordained.
They are to walk worthy at the vocation wherewith they are called,
"with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing
one another in love" (iv. 1, 2).
They are to "walk in love," as CHRIST also hath loved them
(v. 2).
They are to "walk circumspectly" (v. 15).
In another epistle the apostle says, " Walk 1:n the SPIRIT, and
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16).
Oh, how we daily and constantly need the indwelling power of
the SPIRIT that our walk may be holy and consistent with our
high calling! "As ye have therefore received CHRIST JESUS the
LORD, so walk ye in Him" (Col. ii. 6). "He that saith he abideth
in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked" (1 John
ii. 6).
How much we need to pray:
" Keep us, LORD, 0 keep us cleaving
To Thyself, and still believing,
Till the time of our receiving
Promised joy in heaven.
"Then we shall be where we would be,
Then we shall be what we should be;
That which is not now, nor could be,
Will be then our own."
(Thomas Kelly.)

\

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

"THE DAY IS AT HAND."
FOR the day is at hand, the day of the Lord, when God shall bring
every hidden thing to light, when every man's work shall be tried and
weighed; tried in the fire of His purity; weighed in the balance of His
righteousness; and as the issue proves, so must the consequence abide
to all eternity. A trial and a scrutiny which no flesh could abide, were
it not for the interposing merits of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our
Judge. But He has already told us, that He will then own none but
those who were faithfully devoted to His service here. To the urgent
cries and strongest pleas of others, He will give no other answer but,
" I know you not. I never knew you. Depart from Me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire" (Matt. xxv. 12, 41).-John Newton.
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"A GREAT EARTHQUAKE."
" Behold, there was a great earthquake.' for the angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from
the door, and sat upon it."-MATTHEW xxviii. 2.

A LARGE number of people were surprised, when they read their
newspapers on Monday, June 8th last, to find that Great Britain
had been visited with an earthquake which was felt from Scotland
in the north to Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight in the south,
at about 1.25 on Sunday morning.
The Times said: "An earth tremor of greater severity than
any experienced in this country since the East Anglian shock in
1884 was felt over a wide area of England and Scotland shortly
before half-past one yesterday morning. No serious damage
appears to have been caused by the disturbance, but the movement was sufficiently pronounced to cause alarm where it was
observed, and many people rushed into the streets. Houses were
shaken, windows rattled, beds rocked, doors banged, and pictures
were moved. . . . In respect of the area over which the shock
was felt, the tremors were probably more extensive than any of
which there is real knowledge in England. The earthquake was
observed at Bournemouth and other places on the South Coast
and as far north as Elgin. A tentative estimate is that the area
a.ffected was about 150,000 square miles in extent, as compared
with 100,000 miles in the case_of the shock in 1884. The tremors
forty-seven years ago, however, were more violent and caused
substantial destruction."
Large numbers slept through the shock, and those who felt
it had no idea at the time how extensive the earthquake was.
Mercifully no serious damage was done, and there was no loss
of life. We have reason to thank God that we in this country
have been immune from the very terrible earthquakes which
take place from time to time in other distant places.
On April 18th, 1906, for example, San Francisco was shaken to
its centre by a terrible earthquake which destroyed its magnificent
and costly buildings and reduced almost the whole city to ruins,
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besides killing or wounding thousands of its inhabitants and rendering homeless thousands more. On Sept. 1st, 1923, a terrible
earthquake occurred in Japan, which almost completely demolished
the cities of Tokio and Yokohama, besides causing the loss of
thousands of lives.
These terrible calamities remind us of the solemn words, " When
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape" (1 Thess. v. 3). By calamities of this kind God seems
to speak to the nations and say, "Be still, and know that I am
God: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the
earth."
Earthquakes and other calamities are really a fulfilment of
prophecy. Our Lord said to His disciples, "Ye shall hear of
wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all
these things must come to pass, but THE END IS NOT YET.
For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in
divers places. All these are THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS"
(Matt. xxiv. 6-8). These prophetic words show that wars, famines,
pestilences and earthquakes would characterize the whole of this
dispensation, and our Lord expressly teaches us that they do not
, indicate that the end is near. He says, "The end is not yet" ;
" All these are the beginning of sorrows. These calamities have
~ marked the whole dispensation. In the eighteenth century when
\ there had been an earthquake, Whitefield preached in Hyde Park
at night to " a vast concourse of terrified listeners," and Romaine
in a sermon expressed the view that the Lord's coming was then
very near at hand. Evidently he was mistaken. Something more
than an earthquake, as we shall hope to show, is to indicate the
immediate coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Earthquakes are in Scripture associated with some of the greatest
and most solemn events in the history of the world.
1. An earthquake was connected with the giving 0/ the law.
" And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the
mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all
the people that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought
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forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount. And Mount Sinai was
altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in
fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace,
and THE WHOLE MOUNT QUAKED GREATLY" (Exod. xix. 16-18).
This was one of the most remarkable manifestations of God's
presence in the history of the world. No wonder that" the earth
shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even
Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel"
(Ps. lxviii. 8). It was then that God spake the ten words or commandments in the hearing of the people of Israel-a most unique
experience, so that Moses said later on, "Did ever people hear
the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou
hast heard, and live?" (Deut. iv. 33). "These words (the ten
commandments) the Lord spake unto all your assembly . . . with
a great voice: and He added no more. And He wrote them
in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me" (Deut. v. 22).
When Jehovah promulgated the moral law, the earth shook at
His presence. That law was designed to teach men their duty
.
towards God and their duty towards their neighbour. It is still
binding, still in force. All men, as men, are under an obligation
.~'
to be perfectly obedient to all the holy commands of "the high
f
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, Whose name is Holy."
Their failure to do so brings them in guilty before God, and thie
failure and guilt attaches to all men without exception. All the '
world is declared to be guilty before God.
Why was this holy law thu~ given? "The law entered, that '".
the offence might abound" (Rom. v. 20). The law was given
that men, under the teaching of the Spirit, might become aware
of their breaches of its holy commands. "By the law is the
knowledge of sin" (Rom. iii. 20). The more we are taught by
God's Spirit to comprehend the holiness of God's law, the more
will our transgressions thereof be seen to abound. Blessed be
God, however, that "where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound." Even at the giving of the law God's grace was manifested
in the types, which set forth Christ as the great High Priest of
His people, Who would in the fulness of time offer Himself without
spot to God, and secure for them perfect forgiveness.
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2. Secondly, an earthqnake was connected with the death of onr
Lord Jesns Ohrist.

" Jesus, when He had .cried again with a loud voice, yielded
up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in
twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did qnake, and
the rocks rent" (Matt. xxvii. 51).
This earthquake drew attention to the remarkable and peculiar
character of the death of Christ. No such Person had ever died
before. Who was He Who then yielded up His spirit? It was
the eternal Son of God Who in human form had yielded up His
human spirit and died. "Now when the centurion, and they
that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those
things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was
the Son of God" (verse 54). It was meet that the death of the
,incarnate Son of God should be accompanied by an earthquake.
The death of Christ was the death of the holy and sinless One.
Never before had a sinless one died, and never since has such a
one died. Why, then, did He die? How came it that though
death is the wages of sin, One Who was sinless died? The answer
is that J ehovah had laid on Him the iniquity of His people.
Christ, the sinless One, bare their sins in His own body on the
tree. God made Him to be sin for them-Him the sinless Onethat they might be made the righteousness of God in Him. He,
the sinless One, was numbered with the transgressors, that He
. might put away the sins of His people by the sacrifice of Himself.
. The death of Christ was the death of the Surety of the everlasting
Oovenant of grace. His death _was the fulfilment of the Divine
purpose of grace. He had undertaken to be the holy Substitute
of His people, and hence, when He died, He gave His life a ransom
instead of them, He suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that
He might bring them to God. No wonder there was an earthquake when the Son of God, the Holy One of God, the Surety
of the eternal Covenant, met the full claims of the law, preceptive
and penal, on behalf of His chosen people, and thus secured their
eternal justification and glorification.
3. Thirdly, an earthquake was associated with the resnrrection of
Ohrist.
- "And, behold, there was a great earthquake; for the angel of
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the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone from the door, and sat upon it. . . . And the angel answered
. . . He is not here: for He is risen" (Matt. xxviii. 2, 5, 6).
The earth trembled and quaked at that presence and power
of God which He displayed when He raised Christ from the dead
(see Eph. i. 19,20). The resurrection demonstrated Christ's Divine
sonship. He was "declared to be the Son of God with power
... by the resurrection from the dead" (Rom. i. 4). The resurrection also demonstrated that Christ had exhausted the penalty
of sin on behalf of His people, and that He had secured the justification and the resurrection to glory of all Ilis people (see Rom.
iv. 25). Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more, and He
has become the firstfruits of His people who had fallen asleep,
the pledge of the resurrection to glory of all His redeemed people.
The resurrection of Christ was such a display of Divine power,
such a frustration of Satanic and human designs, and was fraught
with such blessings for Christ's people that it was fitting that such
an unparalleled event should be accompanied by " a great earthquake."
4. Earthquakes have been associated with manifestations of Divine
grace.
When the Lord would liberate His praising and praying servants,
Paul and SHas, from the bondage of an "inner prison" and the
bondage of stocks which held their feet fast, He, in answer to
their prayer, suddenly displayed His power, and "there was.
a g'reat earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken: and immediately all. the doors were opened, and every •
one's bands were loosed." Moreover, when the Lord would display
His sovereign power and grace in the conversion of the jailor He
caused the jailor to tremble at the earthquake, and to tremble before
God as a sinner deserving eternal death. Then He led that sinner
to trust in th,e Lord Jesus Christ and to enter into the enjoyment
of salvation through His merits (see Acts xvi. 24-34).
Again, when the Lord in a special manner wished to manifest
His sustaining and supporting grace for His tried and suffering
people, He, in answer to their prayer, caused the place to be shaken
where they were assembled together, "and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness" (Acts iv. 31).

--
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God's presence in grace is not always manifested by earthquakes,
but there have been times when the earth has quaked when He
has intervened on behalf of His people. "The mountains quake
at Him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at His presence,
yea, the world, and all that dwell therein" (Nahum i. 5).
5. Lastly, let us notice that an earthquake and the shaking of the
heavens will be associated with the Lord's second coming.
Not an earthquake merely, but the shaking of the heavens will be
connected with the second advent. Ordinary earthquakes were,
along with wars, famines, and pestilences, to mark the whole of
the present dispensation. In reference to them, however, our
Lord said, "The end is not yet," "These are the beginning of
sorrows" (Matt. xxiv. 6-8). "Immediately after" what is called
the "great tribulation," however, "the sun shall be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken" (Matt.
xxiv. 29). Another Scripture says, "There shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress
of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth: FOR THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS
SHALL BE SHAKEN. And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory" (Luke xxi. 25-27).
The reason why there will be signs in the heavenly bodies, distress
of nations, extraordinary roaring of the sea, men's hearts failing
them for fear, is because" the powers of the heavens shall be shaken,"
i.e., probably the heavenly bodies shall be shaken. God will
shake heaven, and when He 'shakes heaven He will shake the
earth, too. Ordinary earthquakes are not accompanied with the
shaking of the heavenly bodies, and the consequent changes in
their appearance which this shaking will apparently produce, but
the earthquake which will be connected with the coming of the
Lord will be accompanied by a shaking of the heavens. Until
this shaking takes place we cannot regard any earthquake as a
sign that the second advent is about to take place. Now we
would ask our readers to notice the teaching given in the Epistle
to the Hebrews on this subject: "See that ye refuse not Him
that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused Him that
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spake oil earth (i.e., on Mount Sinai), much more shall not we
escape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh from heaven:
Whose voice then (at Sinai) shook the earth; but now He hath
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven. And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing
of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain" (Heb. xii. 25-27).
Our Lord teaches us that before He comes again "the powers
of the heavens shall be shaken." This passage shows that God
will shake heaven as well as earth prior to the Lord's second coming.
When this great and unexampled shaking takes place the Lord
will "send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other" (Matt. xxiv. 31).
The Lord's elect and redeemed people have no need to fear the
shaking of the heaven and the earth. There is no condemnation
for them. "Therefore," they can say, "will not we fear, though
the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into
the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof"
(Ps. xlvi. 2, 3).
The predicted blessings to Israel will then be fulfilled. "The
sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw
their shining. The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His
voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake:
but the Lord will be the hope of His people, and the strength
of the children of Israel" (Joel iii. 15, 16).
In that day judgment will come upon the ungodly. "The day
of the Lord of hosts shall be upon everyone that is proud and
lofty, and upon everyone that is lifted up; and he shall be brought
low. . . . And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into
the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His
.majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth" (Isa. ii. 12, 19).
In reference to the same judgment upon the ungodly, we would
quote another very solemn passage of Scripture: ". And I beheld
when he had opened the sixth seal, and, 10, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the
moon became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell unto the

r

-

The Gospel Magazine

I

88S

earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind." And kings, great men, rich men, chief
captains, and mighty men, "and every bondman, and every free
man hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who
shall be able to stand? " (Rev. vi. 12-17).
This great event, the second advent of our Lord, when He will
come in His glory and all the holy angels with Him, will be the
greatest and most unparalleled event in the history of the world.
No wonder that such an event will be ushered in by the shaking
of the heaven and the earth. The redeemed people of God, however, will have no need to fear that solemn event; for they will
be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. He will receive them
unto Himself and they shall for ever be with the Lord in the
heavenly mansions which He has gone to prepare for them.
" Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er the archangel's trump shall sound,
And see Thy smiling face:
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace!"
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

•

(Thomas Houghton).

.. PEACE. We must distinguish when we speak of peace.. There is a
false peace,.a false security. The five foolish virgins had peace; but
it was a sad peace, and it was broken when Christ came. Peace with
self is a bad peace. Well would it be for some if their peace were
taken away from them. The peace of God is a peculiar thing, it is
powerful, it keeps the heart and mind. It comes by the blood of
Christ applied; it comes by the forgiveness of sins made known; it
comes by the Holy Spirit bringing the Lord Jesus to dwell in the
heart by faith. And then there is no quarrel with God; His Will is
best, and it is accepted, being acceptable. The peace of God keeps
the heart and mind; the mind is stayed on Him: 'Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.' "-Mr. J. K .
Popham.
26
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee: the remainder of wrath
shaU Thou restrain."-PsALM lxxvi. 10.
THE Psalm before us opens with the gracious and glorious declaration
that the name of their God and the greatness of His mighty acts are
" known in Judah," and manifested to His people Israel: the people
of His choice, who shall show forth ~is praise and in whom He will be
glorified.
Oh! the greatness, majesty, and power of our God as set over the
puniness and nothingness of man, and how vain is human opposition
when the Lord arises on the behalf of His people! Arrows, shields,
sword and the battle can He break and bring to confusion there--even
"iu. Z.iQu."·, {Ql;. z.\Q"i~ GQ<! i,.~ w,t\.\. Ri,.'b ~(~;"}>\<e, \'\.\.~\'i 'i~\'Ii.'g~ ~'ni
strength, their very present help and deliverer. Over their" mountains of prey" He is more glorious. By His strength" the stouthearted
are spoiled and have slept their sleep." At the" rebuke" of Jehovah
both" the chariot and the- horse are cast into a dead sleep," and
judgment is heard from heaven and fear takes hold of the earth, when
God arises on behalf of His people.
Then is it seen that He is "more glorious and excellent than the
mountains of prey," and in vain is it for earth and hell and every
enemy to oppose His people. The Lord is mightier than all their
foes! He often has appeared as though He heard not; /Iond oppression
continues. His people of old cried out by reason of their cruel bondage
and still the hardships went on. And it is so in the individual experience up to our day. Do we not cry out with the Psalmist, "Hath
God forgotten to be gracious?" "Why go I mourning because of
the oppression of the enemy?" whilst their reproach is as " a -sword
in my bones as they say unto me· daily, Where is thy God?" And
oft-times a cry is wrung from the exercised heart, "Put not Thy servant
away in anger" nor confusion of face. "Our fathers trusted in Thee
and Thou didst deliver them!" Is the enemy now to have it all his own
way and triumph? But see, beloved, God is waiting for the set moment
when He will arise to judgment, blast the .every scheme of the enemy,
and save the -meek of the earth. It is, as in nature, the darkest hour
before the dawn; the stillness of the earth before the coming thunderstorm; the waiting of His people ere their mighty Deliverer arise on
their behalf and redeem them. "God shall help them when the
morning appeareth." "Surely," says our text, then -" the wrath of
man shall praise Thee," and much more, " the living, the living shall
praise Thee, as I do this day," declares the delivered_and ransomed
soul. In looking back at what may have been a prolonged and weary
trial and deep affliction, God's people see there was a barrier, a
limit to the enemy, a deterring control. The-faithful God, above all
the temptation, was making the" way to escape" in His own perfect
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wisdom and love, and enabling the soul to bear the trial, even if not
removing it.
Read through all the Old and New Testament histories of God's
people, and see, beloved, if you can find one who was forsaken and
undelivered! If you can, then you will have been the first to find
your God not true to His word, and the first He has not delivered.
Oh! perish the very thought, and, with all the powers your soul can
employ, declare the faithfulness of your faithful Promiser, Who will
be as good as His word, and make it good in your happy and grateful
experience. "I sought the Lord and He heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears. They looked unto Him and were lightened, and
their faces were not ashamed."
Think of Israel in Egypt, oppressed, burdened, and slave-driven, and
many a time, instead of delivering them, Jehovah hardened Pharaoh's
heart the more, so that he would not let His people go. But there
came a day when their last cry was heard (for their God had heard
all their former cries, but His time was not ready). "And God heard
their groaning, and God remembered His Covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of
Israel, and God had respect unto them" (Exod. it. 24, 25). And then
it was that " He brought them forth also with silver and gold; and
there was not one feeble person among their tribes" (Ps. cv. 37). Out
from Egypt; through the Red Sea; freed from the oppressions of
Midianites, Assyrians, Philistines and every enemy; brought up again
from their graves in Babylon, Jehovah's arm was made bare for His
people and the wrath of man was made to praise Him. And in later
ages we find the same. The early Church, scattered by persecution,
" went everywhere preaching the Word," and thereby glory redounded
to ~he Name of their God in the spreading of the truth of the Gospel.
Again, at the Reformation, the cruel tortures, imprisonments and fires
could not quench the life of God in the souls of His suffering and
martyred saints, and the beloved, aged and dying Latimer said to his
fellow sufferer, Ridley, at the stake, "Courage, we shall light a candle
which shall never be extinguished." From Bishop Ryle's masterly
work on Light from Old Times, he writes how" a lady in high position
told Bonner in a letter after Philpot's death, that his cruelty had lost
the hearts of 20,000 Papists in twelve months"! Our God can bring
good out of seeming evil and make the wrath of man to glorify Him.
And when, delivered as our favoured country had been from the
darkness of Rome, .and when it again fell into declension, there was
raised up a Whitefield and his faithful fellow .preachers, and the
machinations of man are made to praise Him. once more.
But we cannot pass over the mightiest act of all when " in the fulness
of time" all the wrath of man, devils and Satan's legions centred in
that holy, harmless, spotless Victim, the suffering Saviour! He came
from the bosom of.His Father, left heaven's glor.y, and took upon Him
our flesh that He might redeem us, and at His own'price, even with His
own most precious.blopd, buy us back unto God. He went about do~ng
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good, and His enemies said, " He casteth out devils by Beelzebub the
prince of devils." He healed the sick, spake and taught as never man
spake, taught in their synagogues, and they tauntingly said, " Whence
hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? Is not this the
carpenter's son?" As a lamb dumb before his shearers, so Jesus
endured unto the end, and all culminated in Calvary. In the Divine
decree of God's rich, sovereign, free, unmerited grace and mercy from
that awful cross of shame, the dear dying Lamb heard from the lips
of that trophy of redeeming love the words, " Dost not thou fear God,
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly;
but this Man hath done nothing amiss' (Luke xxiii. 40, 41). And
thus supremely was the wrath of man made to praise Him. They
crucified Him, and by His death He saved such as should be saved.
Look at that centurion, who had been on duty through all those
awful scenes. At all the solemn and stupendous happenings; at
nature's convulsions and the darkness that veiled the sun, that Roman
heathen is impelled to utter the glorious truth, " Certainly this was a
righteous man," "Truly this was the Son of God." Oh! the wrath
of man must ever praise Him.
When we read such a rehearsal of Jehovah's judgments meted
out to sinful nations as we find in Ezekiel xxxix. we also find a
declaration of His glory and the making known His Name amongst
those fallen and polluted people. "So will I make My holy Name
known in the midst of My people Israel; and I will not let them pollute
My holy Name any more: and the heathen shall know that I am the
Lord, the Holy One in Israel" (verse 7). Truly" God is known by
the judgments that He keeps." And there is a day near at hand
when " all the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory
of God." Whether that be by the universal spread of the Gospel,
or the awful majesty of ·Jehovah, manifested after long and patient
waiting, when He speaks and says, "Now will I arise," and all His
enemies are made to see His glory, we do know, because every word
of God is pure and true, "The wrath of man shall praise Him."
Let us, ere we close, refer briefly to the other half of our text: "The
remainder of wrath wilt Thou restrain." Said the holy, patient,
suffering Surety of His people to Pilate, who had with blasphemous
threatenings said, " Knowest Thou not that I have power to crucify
Thee, ·and power to release Thee?" "Thou couldst have no power at
all against Me except it were given thee from above."
The Creator of the universe can bind the proud waves with" Thus
far and no farther." Restrained are those waves from overflowing
their boundary mark. The heathen Pharaoh's heart was hardened
that he would not let the children of Israel go, but we also read it was
" as the Lord had said." Until the appointed time the remainder of
Pharaoh's wrath would be restrained and he would gladly see them go.
It was an answered pl'ayer of His servant when his God" turned
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness." "For the Lord had
appointed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel to the intent that
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the Lord might bring evil upon Absalom." And the same David
feared daily, and in his wanderings and hidings from his enemy cried
out, " I shall one day perish," but whenoSaul and his army are pressing
hard upon him, a message is brought which turns the King of Israel
another way to pursue the Philistines, and so David escapes and is
preserved. "The remainder of wrath wilt Thou restrain." Thus we
might multiply instances, but the restraining mercy of our God is set
in its most gloriously bright lustre on Calvary when a greater than
Joseph could say, "Ye thought evil against Me, but God meant it
unto good." Though by cruel hands they crucified the Lord of life
and glory, yet it was all by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God and to magnify the exceeding riches of His grace which He
purposed in Christ Jesus when He raised Him from the dead and set
Him at His own right hand, " a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance
unto Israel and forgiveness of sins."
All power is given into the hands of King Jesus! Power to " open
and no man can shut, and shut and no man can open." All power to
give life, all power to redeem and love and bless irrevocably, and
preserve eternally; and all because our glorious Surety and Substitute
bore all the wrath of Jehovah and the penalty of sin, that His
redeemed people might for ever be free from the curse of the law.
.. J ehovah lifted up His rod:

o Christ, it fell on Thee I
Thou Wa.lt sore stricken of Thy God,
There'l not one stroke for me:
Thy tears, Thy blood benea.th it flowed,
Thy bruising healeih me."

•

There is yet one solemn aspect on which we must touch ere closing
our subject. Jehovah has in all ages restrained "the remainder of
wrath" in His infinite mercy and compassion. Yet there is, speaking
after the manner of men, a reserve of His power and wrath until the
day of final judgment. The apostle writes, "For the mystery of
iniquity doth already work; only he who now letteth will let, until
he be taken out of the way. An9. then shall that Wicked be revealed,
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of His coming," etc. (2 Thess. ii. 7, 8).
John the Divine in the Book of the Revelation is also inspired to tell
of that day when God shall finally and completely judge the great
whore, and it shall be declared of her, " Babylon is fallen, is fallen,
that great city." And in that great day, clad in the garments of
vengeance for clothing, and with zeal as a cloke, He will recompense
judgment to His every enemy and be acknowledged King of kings
and Lord of lords. And you and I, beloved, as redeemed by His
most precious blood, will then know, and not fully until then, "how
much we owe" to the exceeding riches of His grace and mercy which
have saved us, kept us, blessed us, and at last presented us "faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy." And then to
R.
Him be all the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Sermons anb Notes of Sermons.
LIGHT.
A

SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" God said, Let there be light: and there was

light."-GENESIS

i. 3.

THE speaker is God. The time is before time was. The word is
omnipotence. The result is the grandest of gifts. Darkness heard
and vanished. "God said, Let there be light: and there was light."
Reader, strive to imagine the scene, when this first voice called
this first· blessing into being. This world of full delights was then
one huge mass of unarranged material. It had no form, and therefore
it had no beauty. It was vacancy; and vacancy wants all that pleases.
It would have been cheerless, even if robed in cheering light. But
impenetrable night shrouded the lifeless void.
From this rude quarry, however, the home of man is to .be built.
This waste is to be peopled with beings, whose age is i=ortality.
It is to be the field from which heaven's garner shall be stored. Therefore, deformity must assume form: disorder must melt into order:
shapelessness must be shaped into loveliness.
How shall this be done ~-God had but to will, and in one instant
creation arises in full-blown perfection. But it is not so. He works
by gradual process-He works. Let us hence learn the wisdom and
the need of effort. He works by gradual process. This teaches that
patient diligence is the path to all well-doing.
But what is the eldest wonder, which steps forth to usher in the
train of harmony and grace ~ It is light. Do you ask what is the
chamber of its birth ~ and what the art by which it is composed ~
The reply is, "God said, Let there be light: and there was light."
To know more is impossible. And it is impossible, just because
more knowledge would neither tend to profit nor to good. There
are, however, truths linked with light which are open to our earnest
search. It is a casket rich in Gospel jewels. In its fair form we
see the fairer features of the Lord of light. The Holy Spirit-no
doubtful guide-proclaims, " That was the true light, which lighteth
every man which cometh into the world." Jesus, too, exalts it as
His emblem when He instructs, " I am the Light of the world; he that
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life." The prophet, too, gazing on the rays of Christ, sings, "The
people that walked in darkness have seen a great light." The apostle,
intent on Jesus, exhorts, "Show forth the praises of Him Who hath
called you out of darkness into His marvellous light." We should
close our eyes, then, on the high purposes of light, if we failed to trace
therein the transcendent beauties of salvation's Dayspring.
Light is pure.' In it there neither is, nor can be, mixture or pollution.
Its property repels defilement. It traverses unstained each medium
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of uncleanness. Snow is brilliant; no whiteness can surpass it. But
man's step mars it. Water sparkles brightly from its spring; man's
hand can soil it.. But none can make light's purity less pure. Such
is Christ. When man on earth, He was pure as God in heaven. He
passed through a world of sin, as a sunbeam through the vilest hovel.
He took indeed sin's form, that He might bear sin's due: but He
never knew sin's' stain. In Bethlehem's manger He was the holy
Child. He returned to heaven in holy triumph as the holy Conqueror.
Reader, study much the essential holiness of Jesus. It is one of
the anchors of our Gospel hope. He must be holy as God is holy,
or He cannot mediate with God for us. If but a shadow of a sinful
shade be on Him, atonement is needed for Himself: then He must
save Himself: and we are left unsaved. But Jesus is all-sufficient to
redeem us, because He is Jehovah's .co-holy fellow.
Study it, too, as the model of the new-born soul. Salvation is
conformity to His image, " He, that hath this hope in him, purifieth
himself, even as He is pure."
Light is bright. Indeed, what is brightness but light's clear shining 1
The day is bright when no clouds hide the sun. The prospect is
bright which reflects unnumbered rays. The hope is bright which
glitters free of foreboding gloom. Such is Christ. He is " the brightness· of His Father's glory." He embodies, as in one constellation,
every Divine perfection. He shines, the mid-day splendour of
Jehovah's attributes. That time is the brightest time in which the
Lord is nearest. That page is the brightest page in which most of
Christ is found. That sermon is the brightest sermon in which most
of Christ is heard. That life is the brightest life in which most of
Christ is seen.
Light is lovely. Beauty cannot live without it. Exclude it, and
every charm would hang a blighted head-the sun would fade, and
colour be extinct. Such is Christ.. It is a true .record, "Thou art
fairer than the children of men "---,-" the chiefest among ten thousandand altogether lovely." What fulness of beauty is in that Person,
Who is God and man! what harplony of grace is in that work, which
joins God to man! what charms are in those precious Scriptures,
which show His worth! To see His' varied excellence is heaven
begun. The sight makes earth a blank, and all its glories but a
withered flower. Just, too, as lovely light makes lovely, so Christ
decks all on whom His beams descend. He beautifies the meek with
salvation.
Light is free. The wealth of the' wealthy cannot purchase it. The
skill of the skilful caimot frame it. The labours of the laborious
cannot earn it. The poverty of the poor cannot debar from it.
Wherever it comes it flies on freedom's wings. It gilds the hall,
unbribed by price. It illumines the hut, unbought by toil. Such
is Christ.
.
Sinner,_ do you crave this precious treasure 1. ". Come ye, buy wine
and milk, without money and without price." Waste not then time
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ill seeking a price for Him, compared with Whom an angel's worth is
nothing worth. All your fancied merits are only demerits. Your best
is sin, and will you offer sin for Christ? Plead misery. and take mercy.
Bewail darkness and He will give you light. All who bask in His
joyous rays are one in this testimony. Each sings, My treasure is
a free-gra'ce gift: He loved me, because He would love me: He called
me, because He would call me: He blessed me, because He would
bless me: He saved me, because He would save me: He shone into
my soul, because He would shine. When I was darkness, He said,
" Let there be light: and there was light": and the light was Himself.
Light is all-revealing. So long as darkness casts its mantle round,
we move unconscious amid foes and mire. A pit gapes at our feet,
an arrow is ready on the murderer's bow, each touch is a stain,
but we are heedless of our woe. Let the light dawn, then ruin and
uncleanness stare us in the face. Such is Christ. By His rays sin is
detected, .as lurking in every corner of the heart; and the world,
which we so fondled, is unmasked, as a monster whose embrace is
filth, and in whose hand is the cup of death.
Reader, do you discern the defilement of sin, and the poison baits
of the world? If not, light has not visited your conscience. Christ
is not in your heart. In the lament of faith there is always this note,
" Behold, I am black." In its mouth there is always this cry, " Wash
me, and I shall be whiter than snow."
But as the sun is seen by its own light, so Christ reveals not perils
only, but Himself. He shows His cross-the glorious.proof of boundless love. He shows His blood-the precious payment of all debts.
He discloses the treasures of His Word. Then testimonies, and
promises, and endearing calls, and soothing notes of comfort, start
into brilliant life, as beauties in the sunlit landscape. He draws back
the curtains of His heavens, and we see a reconciled God and catch
the glimpses of a weight of glory.
Light is the parent of fruitfulness. Regions which the sun rarely
cheers are barren wastes. In shade vegetation languishes-trees
droop. Perpetual winter is perpetual desolation. But mark the
change if genial warmth returns. The garden, the vineyard, the
fields are soon clothed with fragrant and luxuriant plenty. Such is
Christ. In His absence the heart is rank with every weed and every
noxious berry. But when His gleams enliven, the seeds of grace bud
forth, the tree of faith pours down its golden fruit.
Light is the chariot which conveys heat. Without it earth congeals
into a rocky pavement. Our soil would be adamant if our skies were
black. So the heart without Christ is ice. But when He enters a
glow is kindled which can never die. Love burns and blazes in every
chamber of the inner man. This is the spark which flares to heroism
in the faithful minister and the toiling missionary. Christ seen and
loved is warmth to the heart. Warmth in the heart is fire in the lips.
Fire in the lips is ,a flame in the hearers. Thus- hardened congregations melt into a flood 'of holy zeal.
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Light, too, is the harbinger of joy. For three days Egypt was all
blackness: sight failed and motion ceased. It was a dreary time. In
Paul's tempestuous voyage, for many days neither sun nor stars
appeared. It was a dreary time. But far more dreary is the Christless soul. Not until He lifts up His countenance can the happy morn
begin which has no night. Present light, however, is but the morning
star of coming glory. Here mists will sometimes rise. Heaven is a
cloudless God. Then in bodies of light and robes of light the redeemed
sit down in a city of light, "which hath no need of the sun neither
of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of the Lord doth lighten it,
and the Lamb is the light thereof."
Reader, are you journeying from light to light? Be not deceived.
There is the taper of reason. This guides to no haven. There are
the many false lights of error. They delude to rocks, and quicksands,
and whirlpools of destruction. Vain meteors glare from many pulpits
and in many books. The self-pleased votaries of forms and superstitions are dazzled by the tinsel of a fictitious cross. Beware! there
is but one sun in the firmament. So there is but one Christ in the
Bible-one Christ of the Spirit-one Christ of the Father-one Christ
of the saved.
I ask again, Is your darkness passed away? It is so, if you see this
one Sun of Righteousness, and hate sin, and crucify the flesh, and
trample on the world. It is so, if you joy in His beams, thirsting for
clearer knowledge, and a brighter path. But perhaps you love darkness rather than light, because your deeds are evil. Ah, think how
fearful is the broad road! It goes straight down into the abyss,
which is outer darkness, and where is weeping and gnashing of teeth
for ever.
Believer, you see the sunny spot, which is your home. In your full
joy remember that this garden of the Lord is a place of work and not
of sleep. Your light is come that you may arise and shine. You
are light that others may be light through you. Say not, It is not
mine to create or to confer light. True; but it is yours to reflect it.
The planet casts back rays. The mirror returns the image. The
Christian shows forth Christ. Say not, I move among the blind.
True; but your Sun gives sight as well as light. You saw nothing
until He said, See. Give Him no rest until in your family, in your
neighbourhood, in your country, throughout the. world, His voice be
heard, Let there be sight; and there will be sight. Let there be light;
and there will be light.
"I AM disposed to think that, in the discussion!! on Popery in this
country, too little prominence has been given to what may be called
the more theological parts of the question-to the guilt of Popery in
directly perverting the Gospel of the grace of God, and especially by
teaching erroneous views on the subject of original sin and justification."-The late Dr. Cunningham of Edinburgh.
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THE PLACE IN WHICH THE EVIDENCES WERE DEPOSITED.
FROM A SERMON BY THE LATE MR. J. C. PHILPOT, BASED ON
JEREMIAH xxxii. 14. (See also August No., p. 346.)
(Oommunicated.)
BUT I pass on now to our second point, which is the place in which,
according to the Word of the Lord, these evidences were to be
deposited. "Put them in an earthen vessel." It was not to be
a gold vessel, or a silver vessel; for either of these two metals would
be too expensive and, if buried in the ground, as most likely the earthen
vessel was, they might be digged up and carried away. Nor was it
a copper vessel, which verdigris might destroy; nor an iron vessel
that would breed rust and either ruin the deeds altogether or make
the writing illegible. But they were to be deposited in an " earthen
vesseL" There were several reasons for this kind of vessel being
selected, and amongst them I might name both its cleanness and
duration; for if it was well baked and carefully fitted with a close lid,
it might in that warm climate and dry sandy soil last for centuries.
Some of you may perhaps have seen in the British Museum the large
and beautiful collection of Etruscan vases. Now these ,Etruscan
vases have _been all dug up from the tombs of Etruria in Italy, and
are at least 2500 or 2600 years old; and yet they are in perfect
preservation, and every line of the figures depicted on them as distinct
as the first day on which they were drawn. As, then, these -sealed
and open evidences were intended to be carefully preserved for future
reference, there was a wisdom in putting them into an earthen vessel
to be kept clean and uninjured; for this vessel was to be kept in some
place of safe deposit or, most probably, to be interred in the earth
in the very field of which it contained the title deeds. Thus, at the
end of the seventy years' captivity, Jeremiah's collateral descendantfor he had no lineal ones, not being married-might dig it up, find in
it these writings uninjured, and then might say, in the face of 3011
claimants, " This land is mine, here is my title; for these deeds have
been preserved in this earthen vessel, and here they are as fresh this
day as when they were first deposited there." I shall,by-and-by show
how this bears a spiritual meaning; but I shall first endeavour to
explain what seems, spiritually intimated by the earthen vessel in
which these evidences were deposited. It represllnts spiritually the
poor frail body in which God has lodged the evidences, sealed and
open, of an interest in redeeming blood, for we have, a key to these
words in the expression of the apostle, "We have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us " (2 Cor. iv. 7). But why is this poor frail tabernacle called
" an earthen vessel " ~
1. Look first at its base original. See how man was created out of
the dust of the earth; his body, therefore, will always bear marks of
that clayey origin. Some vessels may, indeed, be larger than others,
made almost, as it would appear, of better or at.least more carefully
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wrought and tempered clay, and, like the Etruscan vases, may be
more beautiful in shape, more decorated and adorned, and put to
more honourable uses; for comparing man with man, as the world
views them, one may be but a flower-pot-hardly worth a penny-and
another an Etruscan vase, worth a thousand pounds. And yet each
at the best is but of the earth, earthy. So rank and titles, honours
and dignities, wealth, learning and education may adorn some, and
ignorance, poverty and rags debase others; yet all are taken out of
the same pit of clay, all are moulded on the same potter's wheel, all
baked in the same furnace, and all eventually come to the same end.
2. But again, lww frail an earthen vessel is! One of these beautiful
vases might have been struck by the spade of the excavator, and all
its beauty and value destroyed in a moment. So how frail these
bodies of ours are. How by a falling tile, a railway accident, an
attack of sickness, a stroke of paralysis, in a moment our earthen
vessel may be broken to pieces, and be but a piece of lifeless clay.
And yet it securely keeps the evidences. As in the natural figure, the
earthen vessel kept the evidences untarnished, though surrounded
with the clods of the valley, amongst which it was buried, so if God
has planted His fear in your heart, His faith in your SOUl] and His
Divine life in your breast, they may be surrounded with all that is
evil, but are not tarnished thereby, nor their original purity destroyed.
The earthen vessel in which Baruch, according to Jeremiah's command, put these sealed and open evidences, most probably was buried
in the soil in some corner of the field at Anathoth. All the dust and
dirt of the ground might surround it, but they could never reach the
interior, nor dirty the evidences, nor stain the writings. So when
God puts His fear, His faith, and His Divine life in the heart, though
they may be and are surrounded by all manner of sin, they are not
injured or tarnished thereby, but are still as pure as when God planted
them, and will one day come out as bright.
And this leads me to my last point, the main reason why· these
evidences were put into the earthen vessel, " to continue many days."
God had a special reason for thus dealing with Jeremiah. It was to
show him, and to the elect remnant through him, that the captivity
was not to be perpetual, but that there would be a return to the land
of Canaan, which He had given to their fathers for an everlasting
possession. We find, therefore, the Lord thus speaking at the end of
the chapter: "And "fields shall be bought in this land whereof ye say,
It is desolate, without man or beast; it is given into the hand of
Chaldeans. Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe evidences
and seal them, and take witnesses in the land of Benjamin and in the
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah " (Jer. xxxii. 43, 44).
Those who were not destroyed by sword and famine were going into
captivity, and the land was to be desolate seventy years. Thus for
all that appeared, God was not faithful to His promise to Abraham, for
He had given the holy land to him and his children for a perpetual
possession, and now they were to pass from it and never 'to return.
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God, therefore, when He said to Jeremiah, "Buy the field; take the
evidences; put them into an earthen vessel to continue many days,"
gave him thereby a pledge of a return of his family to Anathoth, for,
as I have intimated, they were to be deposited in a safe spot, and
most probably buried in the very ground which was bought. At the
end, then, of the seventy years, the heir of the property, returning from
Babylon, would come to the field and, having been told, as a family
secret, or in some family record, the exact spot where the earthen
vessel was, would dig it up, open it, produce the sealed and open
evidences contained in it, and, if his title were disputed by any
claimant, would be able to say, " The land is mine; here is my title;
here are my deeds." But now let me apply this. In a. sense, a man's
evidences of an interest in Christ, both sealed and open, are buried
with him. When you go to the cemetery to attend the funeral of some
dear saint of God, after the coffin has been lodged in the earth you
look down upon it with tearful eyes, and it is as if there he lay with
'all his evidences buried with him. You believe that that coffin
contains the body of a child of God. Why do you believe it? Because
of his evidences-the sealed and the open-that, so to speak, go into
the ground with him, are put into his coffin and there lie side by side
with his interred body. The evidences of Jeremiah's purchase were
:' to continue many days." So in the case of the buried saint, these
evidences will continue till the resurrection morn comes. All these
sleeping bodies of the saints, these earthen vessels which have been
deposited in the ground, and their title deeds with them, will rise at
the sounding of the great trumpet, will stand before the great white
throne, and each will have, so to speak, his evidences in his hands.
He will hold in one hand his sealed evidences; he will hold in the
other his open evidences, and God will acknowledge both of them.
Is not this manifested in that striking parable of the sheep and the
goats? Did not the Lord bring forth, in that parable, the evidences
that the sheep had to distinguish them from the goats, such as their
feeding, clothing, and visiting Him in His people 1 Thus, so to speak,
the saints of God will all rise with their evidences in their hands. And
then, what of the others? They will rise too; but what of their
evidences 1 Alas! they have none. When the angels come to
divide the sheep from the goats, to gather the wheat into the garner
and to burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire, they will look for
the evidences, and if any be bold enough to say, as some will say,
"Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name
done many wondrous works 1" what will the answer be 1-" Depart
from Me; I never knew you, ye workers of iniquity. Where are your
evidences 1 Where was the life of God in your soul? Where the
fear of God in your heart 1 Where the spirit of grace and supplications 1 Where the departing from evil 1 Where any revelation of
the Lord Jesus Christ 1 Where any application of His atoning blood
in the forgiveness of sin? Where any shedding abroad of the love
of God in the soul 1 Where any separation from the world, any
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living to the honour and glory of God, any taking up the cross and
denying yourselves, and doing the will of God and obeying the
precepts as well as professing to believe the promises ~ Where are
your evidences ~" They will be dumb. Like the man who was
found without a wedding garment, they will be speechless; and all
for want of these evidences, for " the wicked shall be silent in darkness." But the righteous will be able to produce their evidences,.
their sealed and their open, and these will be acknowledged as giving
them a title to their eternal inheritance, a manifested interest in
redeeming blood; and thus they will have an entrance for ever into
the joy of their Lord.

========

SERMONETTE.
CHRISTIAN LIBERTY.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
" Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty."2 CORINTHIANS iii. 17.

ALL are by natm;e slaves to sin and Satan. The Lord Jesus said,
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, whosoever committeth sin (i.e., sins
habitually) is the servant (or slave) of sin" (John viii. 34); and in
1 John iii. 8 we read, "He that committeth sin (i.e., practises it
habitually) is of the Devil." The Lord Jesus, as was foretold of
Him, in the Scripture read by Him in the synagogue of Nazareth
(Luke iv.) and of which He said, " This day is this Scripture fulfilled
in your ears," came" to preach deliverance to the captives."
The believing child of God is, then, "The Lord's freeman" (1 Cor.
vii. 22). He is " set at liberty." This liberty includes :1. Freedom from the curse of the moral law. The Apostle P.aul
writes to the Churches of Galatia, "As many as are of the works
of the law, are under the curse," but" Christ hath red~emed us from
the curse of the law." Those who realize this enter into the apostle's
experience, "The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death" (Rom. viii. 2), the law, that is,
that convicts of sin and adjudges to death because of it, for, " The
wages of sin is death."
"Free from the law, oh, happy condition!
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission I
Cursed by the law, and bruised by the Fall,
Christ has redeemed us once for all."

2. Freedom from the reigning power of sin. The child of God is
no longer the slave of sin. By reason of union with Christ, he died
unto sin when Christ died; but inasmuch as he is burdened with his
old nature, as long a.s· he lives there is .a. constant struggle between
the flesh and the spirit. The wicked sin habitually, the regenerate
have ·a continual warfar-e with the world, the flesh and the Devil. It
has been well illustrated thus-Dead fish go down with the stream,
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but living fish swim against it. And the regenerated child of God
is "alive unto God," and being made free from sin (as to its guilt
and reigning power), he has become a servant to God. Such are
assured, " Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under
the law, but under grace."
3. Christian liberty is freedom to serve God in His own appointed
way. There is free access to the throne of grace for every believer,
without the intervention of any other mediator than the "One
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5).
He needs not the intervention of any earthly priest, or a special place
of worship, for" The Most High dwelleth not in temples made with
hands" (Acts vii. 48). He may lift up his heart in prayer to God
in the office, or store, or busy street. Nor does he need forms and
ceremonies with which to worship, for" God is spirit, and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth," are the Lord's
own words; and the Words of the Apostle Paul to the Churches of
Galatia, warning against the false Judaizing teachers, who desired to
put them back under the moral and ceremonial law are, " Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made ttS free, and be not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage" (Gal. v. 1).

"WHERE DWELLEST THOU 1 "
JOHN i. 38.
To the heart that rests in Christ, that lives in Him, loves Him, rejoices
in Him, to whom He is all in all, every incident concerning His earthly
life is of supreme interest and precious. Thus this first chapter of
St. John's Gospel is full of life, full of living pictures, and full of vital
significance. We picture the apostle himself bearing witness to the
" man sent from God." John the, Baptist spoke of " the Christ" and
of His fulness. He baptized in Bethabara. Jesus Himself went and
was baptized and John testified, "I knew Him not, but that He
should be made manifest to Israel." The next day John seeth Jesus
coming unto him, and saith, " Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world," and he bare record saying, "I saw the
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it. abode upon Him.
And I knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water,
the same said unto me,Upon Whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending,
and remaining on Hini, the same is He which baptizeth with the
Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God."
Thus John bore witness'. How careful he was to affirm again and
again that he himself was not Christ, but a witness-bearer, and he
said, " I saw,. and bare record that this is the Son of God."
"The next day after John stood, and two of his disciples: and
looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!
And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus."
How convincing was the testimony and how confirming the sight!

\
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.T.heir eyes were blessed with the sight of Jesus, and their footsteps
followed. Their hearts were melted, and their ears heard His voice
addressing them. He" turned and saw them following, and saith
unto them, What seek ye 1" How simply and sweetly He addressed
them! "They said unto Him, Rabbi (which is to say, being interpreted, Master), where dwellest Thou 1" We can imagine the very
look of Jesus captivated them as He spoke, and they feared not to
ask Him the question, "Where dwellest Thou 1" And what was
His gracious answer 1 "Come and see." They delayed not. "They
came and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day." Does
it not burn within our hearts, the desire to abide with Him, not only
to see where He dwelleth, but to stay with Him 1 Our hearts turn
to His words spoken later on, "If a man love Me, He will keep My
words: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him,
and make our abode with him" (John xiv. 23).
"WHERE DWELLEST THOU

1"

I think Jesus loved that place where the two disciples went to see
and abide with Him; for we read in chapter x. 40, " And went away
again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized and
there He abode. And many resorted unto Him . . . and many
believed on Him there." So it was to Hini a sacred abode. Similarly
sacred was the garden of Gethsemane; for we read of it in John xviii.
2, " Jesus oft-times resorted thither with His disciples."
.. Thither by their Master brought,
His disciples likewise came;
There the heavenly truths He taught
Often set their hearts on flame;
Therefore they, as well as He,
Visited Gethsemane."

" Master, where dwellest Thou 1" He responds still, "Come and
see."
" Thou that dwellest in the gardens." This is one description of
His abode. And what is His attraction in the gardens 1 "A garden
enclosed is my sister, my spouse." Why is she enclosed 1 How is
she enclosed 1 Why 1 "My beloved is gone down into His garden"
to inhale the bed of spices, to feed, to gather, to see the fruits, "to
see whether the .vine flourished" (Cant. vi. 2, 11). Dear reader, do
you see the significance of " to see the fruits of the valley," the discipline
of sorrow, the outcome of pai~ for His sake, the bearing of reproach
for His Name's sake, the denial of many seeming joys, to walk in the
dark with Him 1
He walks in His garden, and looks to see His pleasant fruits, and
to gather His fragrant flowers; "until the day break and the shadows
flee away." And it is a sweet thought that He Himself is the Vine
and we the branches, all life derived from Him, all beauty in Him.
What union, what love in the imagery, so close are we in Him, that
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apart from Him we can bear no fruit, the life in us is life in Him alone.
"Without Me ye can do nothing."

"WHERE DWELLEST THOU? "
" Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, Whose
Name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." Note His choice of
dwelling and His tender solicitude not to overawe but to revive.
"WHERE DWELLEST THOU? "
"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?" Oh! what a
privilege for the child of God, a temple with the indwelling power
of God to sanctify and to cleanse. With Him the glory and strength
and joy. "I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect
in One" (John xvii. 23). That indissoluble union, and that imparted
life. We shall never fathom the depths, the strength, the sweetness
of all till we behold Him in glory and see how much, how MUCH we
owe. Abide in Him.
I
Rock of ages, cleft faT me,
11

Let me bide myseli in Thee."

This poor world is so weary and oh! so wicked. Yet the child of
God sees much, knows much, and is known of Him! Dear reader,
abide in Him, dwell in Him and on Him continually. Soon He
will come again. He knows thee and thou knowest Him. He is
all thy salvation, as well as all thy desire. Thy position in Him is
unassailable. Dwell deep. Be of good cheer, He has overcome.
" Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ,
Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in
glory" (Col. iii. 3, 4). Be of good cheer! Rejoice!
NETTlE.
HE GIVETH MORE GRACE.
(JAMES iv. 6.)
HE giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labours increase,
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.
When we haveexbausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done.
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun.
His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men,
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth and giveth and giveth again.
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ONE OR TWO PRECEPTS.
I LIKE to think that the precepts of God carry with them promises
from Himself, that He Who only has the power will help His children
to take them to heart, and to endeavour at least (He Himself kindly
uses the word "endeavour") to follow them in a spirit of loving
obedience. His instructions imply also our native unwillingness to
take His yoke upon us, our backwardness and sloth, our inability.
Even our" pure minds," as Peter has it, need to be stirred up by
way of remembrance. But we do well to take heed to His commands
as to His comforts: they shine as lights in our dark souls. I was
looking at the inspired rules for servants (a large and varied class).
What the apostle says in his letters to the Ephesians and to the
Colossians is much the ·same. It is God Who is served, and with
Him is the "reward." Whatsoever is right they shall receive of
Him, in the fulfilment of the promises that go with His commands.
" Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto the Lord and not unto
men," as Baruch did, who earnestly repaired his piece of wall, the
piece next to the door of the high priest (a nice piece perhaps to have
to repair, but it was Baruch's piece and no one else's, and he earnestly
repaired it).
But to return. The multitude of the Lord's precepts and directions,
the variety of them and the reiteration, might impress upon us
that His kindness, His willingness and His wisdom, are as great as
and greater than all our ignorances and needs. We are taught to love
each other increasingly, to submit to one another, to remember that
if we forgive it is quite possible that our brother has something to
forgive us: and we are to act accordingly. We are to avoid the
appearance of evil, to let our speech be always with grace. Page
after page of the epistles as well as the Lord's Sermon on the Mount
tell us what we ought to do. Seek to make our calling and election
sure, for instance, Peter tells us. This takes us quite out of the
province of our claims and duties and works. It means a looking:
back to the Creator of all good, and to the hole of the pit whence
we were digged. It means a considering that it has been God Himself
Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, Who has shined
in our hearts. Perhaps we should consider more often than we dowhat great things He has done for us in this respect. It would be no'
vain introspection if we saw His goings in our souls, His handiwork
on our hearts. If the door is shut and we sup with Him, we shall
know that He is the First and the Last. Then the leaves of the
epistles would shine with promises and hopes, with the sympathies
of the Lord Jesus-a dear Saviour and Friend-with encouragement
to those who work and with comfort for those who suffer.
The apostle speaks of God's call as one out of darkness into His
marvellous light, of a chosen generation who have obtained mercy.
I was thinking of this marvellous light in connection with the Lord's
command to His dear ones who fear Him in the fiftieth of Isaiah. He
says that they walk in darkness and have no light, and He tells them
2]

)
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to trust in the Name of the Lord and to stay themselves upon their
God. They have been called into His marvellous light and yet they
walk in darkness. So it is; but it does not matter very much that
we are in the dark about what to do, or what is to happen to-morrow,
if we can see that in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength, and
that He is our refuge and our salvation.
FOLLOWER-ON.
A WORD TO OUR READERS
ABOUT THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
OUR readers will be interested to learn that the Annual Meeting of the
Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was held on Friday, July 24th last,
in London.
The accounts for the year 1930 were read and considered. One of
our highly-esteemed Trustees (Mr. John White, of Southport) was
unable to be with us and we greatly missed him.
The accounts showed a small balance in hand which is so far satisfactory. But the small balance was wholly due to the regular, kind,
and generous contributions of our readers to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund.
For these regular contributions the Trustees are very thankful, and
they pray that they may be continued in order that the testimony of
the Magazine to the great and comforting doctrines of grace may still
.
be sounded forth.
The many letters of appreciation which we receive from all quarters
show how much the Magazine is valued by a large number of the Lord's
scattered people.
The Trustees would rejoice if a larger number still were helped by
the Magazine. We hope that all our readers, at home and abroad, will
do what they can to increase the number of our regular subscribers.
No doubt many are ignorant of the existence of the Magazine, who
would become subscribers if th~y knew of it.
We bespeak the regular prayers of all our readers for God's blessing
on this work. Arminian error abounds on every hand, and if, in a
loving, humble, and gracious manner, we can be used to lead others
into the full light of the doctrines of grace we shall indeed be " fellowhelpers to the truth" (John iii. 8). Our warm Christian greetings to all
our readers.-THE EDITOR.
"WITH Him is plenteous redemption. This redemption is by price
and power. He redeems from the curse of the law, by the price of
His blood; and redeems from the bondage of sin by the power of
His grace. And there is plenty of this redemption in Christ; plentiful
virtue in His blood to purge away guilt, plentiful power in His grace
to subdue corruption."-John Berridge.
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ERRONEOUS WAYS OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL.
(FROM The Gospel of the Grace of God, BY THE LATE DR. C. Y. Brss,
pp. 58-66.)
THE application of these facts to the preaching of the Gospel is
a matter of the deepest importance. What the responsibilities of a
sinner under the preaching of the Gospel are, have already been
shown. We may now consider what are the terms in which the
invitations of the Gospel should be proclaimed to sinners. It is often
said that the invitations of the Gospel are free, free as the air we
breathe, free as the boundless mercy of God can make them: and
this is true within the limits in which the Scripture itself sets them.
For, if the invitations and promises of the Gospel are examined, it
will be found, in every case, that they are so worded as to indicate
those to whom they are addressed. They are not only addressed to
sinners, but they are addressed to sinners of a certain character, that
is, these promises indicate the classes of persons to whom they speak
by certain spiritual features which distinguish them from others.
Let a few such texts be examined: "Ho, everyone that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price" (Isa. Iv. 1). Here" everyone that thirsteth," "he that hath no
money," are the persons addressed, and no others. "Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"
(Matt. xi. 28). They who "labour" and are "heavy laden" are
alone invited, and to these alone is rest promised. "Men and brethren,
through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by
Him all who believe are justified from all things" (Acts xiii. 38-39).
Here there is only the simple declaration that faith in Jesus brings to
the believing one the forgiveness of sins. And even the blessed words,
than which none could be more blessed, more simple, nor more full,
which close the revelation of God, "The Spirit and the Bride say,
Come, and let him that heareth say, Come, and let him that is athirst
come, and whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely"
(Rev. xxii. 17), are words which, while they express with perfect
liberality of grace the blessed invitations of the Gospel of Grace,
clearly distinguish those to whom the invitations of that Gospel are
declared: not to all men, whether they hear or hear not, but to
"him that heareth" is the invitation given: not to all men, careless
or otherwise, but only to "him that is athirst" is the word" come"
addressed: not to those who will not, but to "whosoever will" is
the "invitation given to "take the water of life freely."
It would appear, therefore, that the invitations of the Gospel are
not to be addressed to men indiscriminately, but to those who present
in some measure at least the characteristics indicated in such verses
as these. If souls quail under the solemn testimony of the righteousness of God, and the tidings of a judgment to come-if men, pricked
in their hearts, cry out" what shall we do 1 "-our answer must be,
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" repent and believe," as the apostles themselves in the like circumstances said (Acts ii. 38). If a sinner, convinced of sin, and feeling
his own utter helplessness to avert its penalties, cry out, in the bitterness
of his soul, " What shall I do to be saved ~ " our answer must be, as
St. Paul's was in the like circumstances, " Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 31). In such cases the
cry of the heart, the question of the lips, is the clear indication that
the Spirit of God has granted conviction of sin, and has placed the
soul in a humble and receptive attitude before God; and this is the
warrant to us for proclaiming the invitations fitted to such a case.
But in the preaching of the Gospel to mixed multitudes we must
be careful if, as obedient servants, we would seek duly to preserve
the harmony and integrity of Divine truth when delivering God's
message to men, to distinguish between a manner of presenting
promises and invitations which would make them unlimited and
universal, and that manner in which the Scripture has been shown
to present them. We are not commissioned to say to all men indiscriminately-men of whom we have no knowledge, and of whose
spiritual condition we have no intimation-" Come to Christ,"
"receive Christ now and you shall be saved." "He waits to saye
you." "He stands knocking at the door of your heart."* "If you
admit Him He will come in and abide with you: if you refuse Him,
He will depart leaving you unsaved." Open perhaps to still stronger
objection is that form of preaching which makes prominent use of
the idea of decision-" Decide for Christ," "Enlist under the banner
of Christ," "Take up your cross and follow Christ," and the like
phraseology, all of which implies that it is the choice of the sinner's
will that determines that sinner's salvation, and tends even still
further to hide from view the fact that faith-the trust of the soul in
Christ, and not the choosing of Christ or the following of Christ-is
the one and only link between the soul and salvation. If we preach
so as to convey to men the impression that their will is sufficient by
itself to enable them to distinguish and to choose rightly in the matter

* Though it is painful to comment upon mistakes, especially when it is remem·
bered that such mistakes are not realized as mistakes by those who have made
them, and that the words used are uttered with the best possible intention, yet
truth and faithfulness require that such mistakes should be pointed out. Truth
must be spoken, though it should be spoken in love. It must, then, be remembered
that the use of the above phra.se as a Gospel appeal is wholly unauthorized by
Scripture, and is indeed a contravention of the real meaning of the metaphor as
employed in Scripture. The words" Behold, I stand at the door and knock:
if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with Me " (Rev. iii. 20), are the words of our Lord to His Ohurch
at Laodicea, and they describe His relation to His erring people, and not to sinners
without the fold. To make use of them, therefore, in Gospel preaching addressed
to the unconverted is unwarrantable; nor is it likely that such an error would
ever have come into vogue unless the Ohurch at large had so wholly lost its
separateness from the world that the distinction between converted and uncon·
verted persons within its communion is either but faintly realized, or else not
recognized at all.
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of salvation, we contradict the words of Scripture which declare
" that there is none that understandeth and none that seeketh after
God"; and we give them the impression that so far from their case
being helpless and hopeless as regards themselves they have within
themselves, if they did but seek it, a power of rectification whichwith or without Divine help-is sufficient to amend their case.'
.
Grave objection must also be taken to the manner in which the
Atonement is often presented to the unsaved. How often statements
such as the following are made: "Christ has borne all your sins. He
has taken them all away. They are all blotted out by the blood of
the cross. You have but to believe this and you are saved." Can
it be gravely maintained that these statements when made indiscriminately to a congregation which the preacher assumes to be composed largely of unconverted persons, are true ~ Is it true that the
atoning blood has blotted out finally and for ever the sins of all
unbelieving men alike ~ If so, would they not all be saved ~ Could
such a preacher dare to face the issue that is capable of being raised
by a scoffer if he made rejoinder that seeing his sin was blotted out
he had nothing to fear ~ Could the reply be made that unbelief, and
unbelief alone, would yet become the ground of everlasting condemnation, even though the record of every other sin had been cancelled
by the Saviour's death ~ It were well indeed that many evangelical
preachers should ponder the perplexity into which thoughtful souls
might be plunged, and the false confidences under which thoughtless
souls might easily shelter themselves, if misled by statements like these.
And then again with regard to the nature of faith. Is it not needful
that it should be more clearly defined in the preaching of the Gospel
what is the nature and object of faith: that faith is RELIANCE, and
reliance only, upon the substitutional work of the Lord Jesus, even
as the offerer in Leviticus i. leaned his hand upon the head of his offering
as he presented it to God, expressing thereby his complete reliance
upon its substitutional perfectness in life and in death ~ But is it
not often said that saving faith is to believe that we are saved, that
to believe the message simply-as a credible fact is to believe unto
everlasting life, forgetting that it is quite possible for persons to believe
the facts of the Gospel, even as it is certain that the devils believe
them, without being able in any way to connect themselves therewith
so as to make use of these truths as the means of salvation ~ Surely
the words" Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,"
do not mean the mere belief of historical facts concerning Christ, His
person, His death, and His resurrection, but that the sinner should,
under the instruction of the Spirit of God, turn from all other hopes
and confidences and build his trust upon the Saviour's atoning death
as his one hope before God.
Such was not the manner of the preaching of the apostles, nor do
these methods accord with the doctrinal facts of the case. We must
be careful rather to preach first the solemnities of the Gospel, its calls
to repentance, and its warnings; and then to explain to all who are
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humbled, repentant, contrite, to all who are seeking deliverance from
sin, to all who are thirsting after the provisions of grace, to all who
are willing to receive free forgiveness for the sake of Christ-that to
all such there is addressed a full invitation to come to Him, and that
to such is given the assurance: "Him that cometh unto Me, I will
in no wise cast out." This will not hinder the proclamation of the
Grace of God; it will not hinder the most ample desire of any heart
to bring the grace of God to his fellow-men: but it will at the same
time preserve the integrity of the Gospel; keep man in his right
place; uphold the glory of God; and prevent the possibility of sinners
mistaking their real condition before God. Doubtless under the
popular methods of preaching persons often go away saying to themselves, " The preacher says I can come if I like, I may come when I
like: I do not feel inclined to come to-day, but I think I may to-morrow.
I will leave it over, for I can close with the overtures of grace whenever
I choose." How solemn the responsibility of so preaching as to
convey to men the thought that their own will, and nothing but their
own will, is the determining agency in the work of salvation; and
how painful is the reflection that even when we are seeking to serve
God and the interests of men, we may, if unguided by truth, hinder
that service and injure those interests, and-most painful of all-so
speak as to grieve and dishonour that blessed One Whom we seek to
glorify. It were well that we should remember that human wisdom
in its various reasonings can never be a competent guide in the service
of God; and that, seeing His thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor
His ways as our ways, we can only be led to a safe path by the guidance
of God's revealed truth in the full harmony of its doctrinal teachings,
as well as by the statements of individual texts of Scripture.
Humility then, and continual dependence upon God, should be the
constant attitude of him who would serve God. Solemn are the
truths that we minister-solemn the thought that these truths are
connected with the everlasting destinies of men. We have to remember
as we preach the Gospel that we are delivering the message of the
living God, and that it is written, "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
he that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth Me; and he that
receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me," so that the servant sinks
into insignificance behind the personality of the Master. Let us seek,
then, that that Master's approval may rest upon all our work, and
that He may confirm all the words of our testimony. There is one of
whom it is recorded in Scripture that He was" approved in Christ."
We, too, may seek for a like gracious approval of our service; although
regarding that service, even in its holiest and most successful moments,
we must ever be constrained to say, "Enter not into judgment with
Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified."
" TAKE Christ out of the Scriptures, and what will you find remaining
in them? "-Martin Luther.
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A YOUNG MAN'S

PRAYER.

THE boy of whom I wrote unto you last month soon grew to be a
young man, as did also each of his three friends. You will remember
what a splendid report the heathen king gave about them as boys,
but of course he did not understand that their special ability came
from God, Whom they had honoured. The boy's purpose had been
courageously and perseveringly carried out for three years.
At the time of which we are thinking now, all their lives were in
great danger. King Nebuchadnezzar had commanded Arioch, his
chief executioner, to put to death all the wise men of Babylon. "The
decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they
sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain." How the Lord intervened
and saved the lives of these four young men is indeed a wonderful
story.
When Arioch told Daniel of the awful command, he was met by
the quiet question, "Why is the decree so hasty from the king ~ "
Then Arioch told him what had happened. During the previous
night the king had dreamed, and was evidently greatly impressed
with the dream, but his mind was very much disturbed on waking
to find that he could not recall the dream in the least. He therefore
called together" the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers
and the Chaldeans," and asked them to tell him his dream. They
reasoned with him as to the absurdity of his request, and said, " There
is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter: therefore
there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician,
or astrologer, or Chaldean." On hearing the cause of the terrible
decree, Daniel asked for time, and promised that he would tell the
king the meaning of his dream.
He had no hesitation as to what he should do next, and so we read,
"Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, -his companions: that they would
desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that
Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise
men of Babylon." Oh! how earnestly the four young men must
have prayed, and an abundant and gracious answer was granted.
What a great blessing it is for a young believer to have praying
companions! Indeed no others should really be companions.
This story brings to our notice the great value of prayer. It is a
privilege which the child of God cannot use too often or too earnestly.
Our heavenly Father listens to the cry of the youngest believer, and
is able to answer the cry in the best way. Jeremiah, in praying to
Him on one occasion, said, " And there is nothing too hard for Thee."
We too may say the same, as we realize that" our help is in the Na.me
of the Lord Who made heaven and earth." The first thing for us to
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do in time of temptation or troubles of any kind is to pray. He Who
answered Daniel and his three friends will answer you too.
But what was the answer ~ -During the night the secret was revealed
to Daniel, and he praised God for this great mercy, concluding his
thanks by saying, "I thank Thee, and praise Thee, 0 Thou God of
my fathers, Who hast given me wisdom and might, and has made
known unto me now what we desired of Thee: for Thou hast now
made known unto us the king's matter." Then Daniel went to Arioch,
and said, " Destroy not the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before
the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation."
We are not surprised to read that on receiving such news, Arioch
brought Daniel in haste into the presence of the king, who asked him
if he were able to tell him the dream, and its interpretation. Daniel's
reply shows his deep humility. "The secret which the king hath
demanded, cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the
soothsayers, shew unto the king; but there is a God in heaven that
revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar
what shall be in the latter days." Then Daniel related to the king
the wonderful dream which he had so entirely forgotten, and gave
him the meaning or interpretation.
So overwhelmed was the king, that he said to Daniel, " Of a truth
it is that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer
of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret." He" made Daniel
a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over
the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all
the wise men of Babylon." And Daniel, thus exalted, did not forget
his three friends, who are here mentioned by their Babylonian names.
So we read in the last verse of Daniel ii., "Then Daniel requested
of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the
affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the
king."
Thus we see that our God" is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think." "To Him be glory."
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in flilemortam.
THE LATE MR. J. E. DODGSHUN, OF HAWTHORN,
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA.
(Communicated.)

.

ON Sunday, Aug. 24th, 1930, our dear friend, John Edward Dodgshun,
of Hawthorn, E.3, Melbourne, Australia, fell asleep in the Lord,
after much suffering. He submissively and with great Christian
fortitude made manifest his gracious trust and faith in his blessed
Saviour. For some years he suffered from a paralytic seizure. He
loved the doctrines of grace in all their fulness. God had given him
great natural gifts. He was a talented musician, which he devoted
entirely to God's service. He was organist at Zion Independent
Chapel, Morley, Yorkshire, for a good many years, and the composer
of many hymn tunes. He also took a very active part in the Sunday
School, and occasionally took the service in the Chapel.
He resided in Australia for over thirty years. In Melbourne he
took a very prominent part in the religious and social life. For over
tW,enty years he was President of the Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital,
and when adding a new Nursing Home to the hospital it was named
" Dodgshun House" in recognition of his services to the institution.
He was connected with the Zion Independent Chapel, Hawthorn, of
which he was pastor for a few years. I should like to enclose a few
extracts from some of his letters :" When I awoke this morning these words came to me with great
sweetness" 'Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wa.ndering from the fold of God;
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious Blood.
" , Oh! to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be;
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.'''

He writes: "MacDuff says, 'The cross which is heaviest to bear
is that of a wandering, wayward, treacherous heart.' May I be
prepared for that bright world where there are no sins to crucify,
no passions nor corruptions to subdue; where the fearful heart will
be fearful no more. 'God be merciful to a sinner' is a needful and
suitable daily prayer."
He often used to quote the hymn :"My hope is fixed on nothing less
Tha.n Jesu's Blood a.nd Righteousness."
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At another time he writes, quoting Montgomery's hymn :" For ever with the Lord,
Amen! so let it be !
Life from the dead is in that word,
'Tis immortality."

He was a firm believer in the Covenant of Grace.
As a friend he was faithful, loyal, and loving; ever ready out of
his wide experience to help or advise or encourage those who sought
assistance.
A. M.
Morley, Yorkshire.
At the earnest request of the writer of the above memorial-all too
brief-it gives me painful pleasure to add my loving testimony to
this record of our departed friend. I was intimate with him before
he left England, and was favoured in correspondence with him during
his sojourn in Australia. He was a man of choice spirit, very humble
and tender, and with regard to the doctrines of " our most holy faith"
loyal in his teaching and consistent in his daily walk. May grace be
given to us to follow him in the pilgrim path until we shall meet him
at home.
WILLIAM WILEMAl<.
Cricklewood.

THE LATE MR. C. T. STUDD AND THE
"GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
MR. C. T. STUDD, founder of the Heart of Africa Mission, died on
July 16th at Ibambi, in the Belgian Congo.
In 1885 he went out to China under the China Inland Mission, and
was one of the famous " Cambridge Seven" who devoted themselves
to missionary work in China in that year.
A correspondent informs us- that for many years a copy of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE was sent out to him in Mrica. Three years ago,
however, the sender was called Home, and the MAGAZINE was no
longer sent to him.
A few months ago, however, he wrote to one who values the doctrines
of grace, asking if the MAGAZINE was still in print, and stating that
he enjoyed reading it, and that for years he had looked forward to
receiving it. A copy of the June issue was sent to him, but it is
doubtful if he received it before his call Home.
It is deeply interesting to learn that this famous missionary, out in
the heart of Mrica, valued the MAGAZINE.
Who knows if many other missionaries would not also be glad to
receive a copy if readers would arrange to send it to them ~ It is
one way in which the truths for which the MAGAZINE stands may be
brought to the notice of those residing in the dark places of the earth.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the end of September we shall by the goodness
of God finish the fifty-eighth year of the book-mission work. For all
His mercy we praise His Holy Name, and seek to labour on, feeling
assured that never before was there such a need to spread the truth
as there is now. Parcels and boxes of books reach us from all parts,
but the funds are low and we trust to be able to close the year free
from debt. We shall therefore value any fresh kind help that friends
of the soldier and sailor can give to our labours. God is blessing the
books and magazines to many souls.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, August, 1931.

llJtottstant laeaCOlt.
THE EVIL OF UNION WITH FALSE TEACHERS.
(Extract from" Oompromise? Or No Surrender?" by the late
Rev. J. B. Waddington.)
Shall we unite with the Ritualists in Mission and other services?
No. For the Ritualists are not brethren, but traitors, so that we can
no more unite with them than can" Christ with Belial " (2 Cor. vi. 15).
If they are not the "Harlot" (Rev. xvii.) they certainly are the
"Harlot's daughter," and the charge is plain, "Come out of her,
My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues" (Rev. xviii. 4). _ "For what agreement hath the
Temple of God with idols? . . . Wherefore, come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you" (2 Cor. vi. 16, 17).
The utter impossibility of any honourable and consistent union
between the loyal and disloyal clergy, is shown by the unmistakable
testimony of the Ritualists themselves.
In Essays on the Reunion of Ohristendom, edited hy the Rev. G. Lee,
D.C.L., with an Introductory Essay by the Rev E. B. Pusey, D.D., the
following passages occur on page 180:" The marvel is, that Roman Catholics, whatever their views may
be, do not see the wisdom of aiding us to the utmost. Admitting that
we are but a lay body with no pretensions to the name of a Church,
we yet, in our belief (however mistaken) that we are one, are doing for
England that which they cannot do. We are teaching men to believe
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that God is to be worshipped under th~ form of bread, and they are
learning the lesson from us which they have refused to learn from
the Roman teachers who have been among us for the last three hundred
years. We are teaching men to endure willingly the pain of confession,
which is an intense trial to the reserved Anglo-Saxon nature, and to
believe that a man's' I absolve thee,' is the voice of God. How many
English Protestants have Roman priests brought to Confession
compared with the Anglican clergy? Could they have overcome the
English dislike to 'mummery,' as we are overcoming it? On any
hypothesis, we are DOING THEIR WORK."
A leading article in the Church Times of March 24th, 1871-the
organ of the Ritualists-contains the following statement :"We are contending, as our adversaries know full well, for the
extirpation of Protestant opinions and practices, not merely within
the Church itself, but throughout all England. . .. What we want
is not to force a Close or a McNeile into a Popish vestment, but to
make Closes and McNeiles as extinct for the future as the dodo."
I ask again, Shall we compromise the truth of GOD-the truth for which
our forefathers went to the stake-that we may unite with these traitors
to their GOD, their Church, and their Country?
No! FOR EVER, NO! Let us rather, looking for help to the true
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, pray, "From all false doctrine,
heresy, and schism; from all compromise with error; from all surrender
of the truth of God; from all lack of boldness in the defence of the
Gospel, and in confessing Christ before men; and from all conformity
to the world,
" May the God of Truth deliver us! "

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE current issue of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the
late Mrs. James Jones (daughter of the late Rev. Henry Hall, of
Clapham) and a brief sketch of her life. Interesting news of the
Society's work is also given. A copy can be had on application to
the secretary.
Some valued subscribers have passed away and the Committee
would be glad if other friends would fill the vacant places. The needs
of the 1089 pensioners are great and the pension of the Society is a
boon. "Only they would that we should remember the poor," said
the Apostle Paul, and added, "the same which I also was forward
to do." An example worth following. About £50 a day is needed
to meet all requirements.
On Sept. 15th the Tunbridge Wells Auxiliary hold their Annual
Sale of Work in the Crabb Memorial Hall. On Oct. 2nd the Annual
Sermon at St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street, will (D.V.) be preached
by the Rev. Thomas Houghton.
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THE BONDAGE OF THE WILL. By Martin Luther. Pp. 419. Price
10/6 post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, 98, Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5.)
So far we have only read 367 pages of this splendid edition of The
Bondage of the Will by the famous Reformer, Martin Luther, but we
are anxious to bring it to the early notice of our readers, so that they
may at once order copies. The work was originally translated into
English by Henry Cole, M.A., and it is now re-issued through the enterprise of the Rev. Henry Atherton, Secretary of the Sovereign Grace
Union. Luther's Work on The Bondage of the Will was a reply to
Erasmus, a famous man of letters, who was born at Rotterdam about
Oct. 28th, 1465, and who died at Basel on July 12th, 1536. Though
Erasmus wrote against many of the abuses and corruptions of the
Church of Rome, he still remained a member of that Church. Luther's
reply wes written in 1525, about a year after the work of Erasmus
which called it forth.
Every student of the Reformation Period should read a work like
this which proceeded from the pen of so great a Reformer as Luther
was. Most people associate what is called Calvinism with the great
Reformer of Geneva, John Calvin. A fuller knowledge of Scripture
would lead them to see that long before Calvin was born the doctrines
commonly called Calvinistic were taught by our Lord and His apostles.
Later on, Augustine, in the fourth century, set forth these'doctrines,
and at the time of the Reformation practically all the leading Reformers
were Calvinistic in their theology. Mr. W. H. Beckett, in his book,
The Reformation in England, on page 191, says, " On the mysterious
questions of predestination, election and reprobation, the Reformers
generally were united in opinion. Their teaching was Calvinistic, or
more properly Augustinian. The prominence given to these subjects
in the Reformation theology is a sign of the reaction against the
papal doctrine of human merit." _
We are inclined to think that, the Bible being to the Reformers a
comparatively new Book, and possessing as they did a child-like spirit,
the Reformers drank in the great doctrines of grace as readily and
unquestionably as they did the other great doctrines of Scripture.
The great need to-day is that Spirit-wrought meekness which receives
all that God has revealed, however mysterious it may be, humbly
feeling that the creature should never dare to question the wisdom,
righteousness, and holiness of the Creator.
That Luther, as well as Calvin, was what is called a Calvinist is
abundantly proved by this book, so far as we have read it.
D'Aubigne, in his History of the Reformation, vol. iii, p. 281, says
of Luther, "The doctrine of God's election as the sole cause of
man's salvation had always been dear to the Reformer; but hitherto
he had considered it in a practical light only. In his reply to Erasmus
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he investigated it, particularly in a speculative point of view, and
endeavoured to establish by such arguments as appeared to him most
conclusive, that God works everything in man's conversion, and that
our hearts are so alienated from the love of God that they cannot have
a sincere desire after righteousness, except by the regenerating influence
of the Holy Spirit." In reference to Luther's work D'Aubigne says,
"Erasmus was vanquished." In his reply he wrote, "I prophesy
that no name under the sun will be held in greater execration than
Luther's."
On this D'Aubigne remarks, " The Jubilee of 1817 has replied to
this prophecy, after a lapse of three hundred years, by the enthusiasm
and acclamations of the whole Protestant world." It was in 1517, on
Nov. 1st, that Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses to the door of the
Church in Wittenberg. This was the beginning of Luther's work as
a Reformer.
The volume under review is well bound and in splendid type. We
hope many clergymen, ministers, students of Divinity and others will
purchase this book, and take the trouble to read it through.
We would here say that although we rejoice that Luther in this
volume takes so uncompromising a stand against the doctrine of
Free will, there may be cases where his interpretations of Scripture
against that doctrine might be improved upon. The marvel is that
he saw so much clearly.
THE REFORMATION IN ENGLAND. By W. H. Beckett. Pp. 224.
Price 3s. 6d. net. (Sovereign Grace Union, 98, Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5.)
This volume is an abridgment of the author's larger work on The
English Reformation of the Sixteenth Century. It is an abridgment
which has been rightly described as " A concise, lucid, and fair statement of the greatest epoch in our island story." We have read it
with deep interest and pleasure. In brief form it brings before the
reader the chief facts of the Reformation during the reigns of Henry,
Edward, Mary and Elizabeth. We wish all our young men and young
women would get and read this book. Older folks too would profit
by its perusal. It is to be feared that real, solid, historical literature
is now greatly neglected in these days of abounding trashy literature.
It is no doubt the ignorance of the great facts of the Reformation
that accounts for the spread of Sacerdotalism, Modernism, and
Arminianism. The Reformers, as the late Bishop Ryle has shown,
and as this volume also shows, were genera.lly speaking predestinarians.
They held the doctrines of grace, and they took a firm stand against
Romanism and Rationalism. This volume is well printed in good
type, and although the actual net price is 3s. 6d. it can be had from
the Sovereign Grace Union at the reduced price of 2s. 6d., post free.
We hope it may have a good sale and that many may purchase copies
for presentation to likely readers.
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ROMAN CATHOLICISM, OR THE DOCTRINES OF THE CHURCH OF ROME
BRIEFLY EXAMINED IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE. By the late
Rev. Charles H. H. Wright, D.D. Pp. 224. Price 3s. 6d. net.
(Sovereign Grace Union, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This volume was originally issued by the Religious Tract Society
as A Primer of Roman Catholicism. In that form _we have long
possessed it and have found it very valuable for purposes of reference.
It is now issued in large type and is thus more readable. The late
Dr. Wright, the author of this volume, was the joint-editor, with the
late Rev. Charles Neil, M.A., of that very valuable work, A Protestant
Dictionary. He was well known in his day as a great authority on
all Protestant questions. This volume has chapters on "The Rule
of Faith," "The Church; Its Authority and Organization," "The
Two Sacraments of Christ and The Seven Sacraments of Rome,"
" The Sacrifice of the Mass," " Romish Assumptions as to the Church,
Priesthood, Headship of Peter, Penance, Indulgences, and Persecutions," and "False Teachings of the Church of Rome on Points of
Doctrine: Original Sin, Justification, Immaculate Conception, and
Worship of the Virgin, Invocation of Saints and Angels," etc.
There is also a list of the texts not merely quoted but explained
by the writer.
We feel sure that all who desire to know what the Church of Rome
teaches, and how unscriptural the peculiar doctrines of that Church
are, would gain much light from this book. The net price of the
volume is 3s. 6d., but it can be had post free for 2s. 6d. from the
Sovereign Grace Union.
The old antagonism to Romanism is dying out, but the reading
of this book and of the history of the Reforma tion would open the
eyes of many to see the true inwardness and peril of the Romeward
movement in the Church of England.
TEDDY. By Albert T. Jardine. Pp. 92. (John Ritchie, Ltd.,
Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
This is a very interesting story, and it illustrates the power of the
Gospel, and the wonderful providence of God. It is blemished,
however, like most modern religious stories, by Arminian teaching
here and there. There is, however, more truth in it than in many
present-day religious stories. The price is probably one shilling.
THE ORPHAN'S MOTTO. By Raymond H. Belton. Pp. 64. (John
Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
THIS is a companion volume to Teddy, already reviewed. It is a
touching story of the death of a godly mother and of the grace of
God shown to her two orphan children. It illustrates the awful evil
of gambling and the power of God's grace to save the gambler.
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We have receivedTHE QUARTERLY RECORD OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY,
July, 193I.
It gives a full Report of the Centenary Annual Meetings of the
Society held on Tuesday, April 28th last, at Caxton Hall, Westminster.
These meetings were chiefly noteworthy for two excellent addresses
given by the Rev. F. Cecil Lovely, RA., who for many years was the
esteemed Secretary of the Society.
The price of the Quarterly Record is 2d., and it may be had from
the Office, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.I.
We have received" THE SILENT SINNER-WOMAN." By William Wileman.
It consists of lines suggested by the Gospel narrative of the" woman
which was a sinner" (Luke vii. 37). It can be had at 2s. 6d. per 100
from Mr. W. Wileman, 44, Caddington Road, Cricklewood, London,
N.W.
A STORY OF ERASMUS.
" ONE day, for instance, when he (Erasmus) was in England, he had
a keen discussion with Thomas More on transubstantiation: Believe
that you have the body of Christ,' said the latter, C and you have it
really.' Erasmus made no reply. Shortly after, when leaving England,
More lent him ~ horse to carry him to the seaside; but Erasmus took
it with him to the Continent. As soon as More was informed of this,
he wrote very severely to him about it. Erasmus, by way of reply,
sent him these lines: 'You said of the bodily presence of Christ:
Believe that you have, and you have Him! Of the nag that I took
my reply is the same: Believe that you have, and you have him.' "D'Aubigne's History of the Reformation, vo!. iii, p. 275.
C

A PRAYER AGAINST POPES.
" THE Lord of heaven and earth defend us from their (the Popes')
tyranny and pride, that they never enter into His vineyard again to
the disturbance of His poor flock, but that they may be utterly
confounded and put to flight in all parts of the world.
" And He of His great mercy so work in all men's hearts by the
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, that the comfortable Gospel of His
Son Christ may be truly preached, truly received, and truly followed
in all places, to the beating down of sin, death, the Pope, the devil, and
all the kingdom of Antichrist; that, the scattered and dispersed sheep
being at length gathered into one fold, we may in the end rest all together in the bosom of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, there to be par-takers of eternal and everlasting life, through the merits and death
of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen."-Homily for Whit-Sunday.

