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Who comIorteth us in all our tribulation, that we ma.y be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOO."-2 CORINTKIANS i. 4.

OUR STRONG TOWER.
" The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth
into it, and is safe."-PRoVERBS xviii. 10.
THE expression" the name of the LORD" is frequently used for the
LORD Himself. When the psalmist said "Bless the LORD, 0 my
soul" and then added, " all that is within me, bless His holy name,"
he was calling on all that was within him to bless JEHOVAH Himself.
So to " call on the name of the LORD" (Rom. x. 13) is to call on the
LORD Himself. When therefore Solomon wrote, " The name of the
LORD is a strong tower," he meant that the LORD Himself is a
strong tower to His people. We may also rightly interpret "the
LORD" in this passage of the LORD JESUS. The JEHOVAH of the
Old Testament is often referred to in the New Testament as J EHOVAH
JESUS. (Compare Joel ii. 32 with Rom. x. 13; and Isa. vi. with
John xii. 39-41.) The LORD JESUS CHRIST, the eternal SON of
GOD, the Mediator and Surety of the New Covenant, is therefore
a strong tower. He is a tower which cannot be destroyed by human
artillery. The shot of cannon or bombs from aeroplanes are helpless to overthrow this strong tower. All the powers of darkness
may strike against it in vain.
. But who are the people whose privilege it is to make use of this
tower ~ It is "the righteous" who run into it and are safe.
Where are they to be found ~ Is it not written, "There is none
righteous, no, not one "~ What hope then is there for us ~ We
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must all acknowledge that " all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags." We are therefore wholly destitute of any righteousness of
our own. How then can we make use of this tower, seeing that
it is provided for the righteous 1
Here comes in the great and precious truth of the Gospel. The
apostle, having proved that we are all under sin, all unrighteous,
. all guilty before GOD, goes on to say, "Now the righteousness of
GOD without the law 1'3 manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; even the righteousness of GOD which is by
faith of JESUS CHRIST unto all and upon all them that believe"
(Rom. iii. 21, 22).
Here is a Divinely provided righteousness which reaches unto all
them that believe in the LORD JESUS CHRIST. They are justified,
or declared righteous freely, gratuitously by GOD'S grace" through
the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS." On the ground of
CHRIST'S obedience unto death as the holy Substitute of His people
GOD can be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in JESUS."
GOD " made Him (CHRIST) to be sin for us, that we might be
made the righteousness of GOD in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
Christ could only be made sin by imputation, by the sins of His
people beng imputed to Him. So we who believe in Him are
made the rightousness of GOD by imputation, by CHRIST'S righteousness being imputed to us. He is "JEHOVAH our Righteousness."
"As by one man's disobedience many were made (constituted)
sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made (constituted) righteous." (See Rom. iii. 24-26; v. 19.)
All then who trust in CHRIST are" justified (declared righteous)
by faith." They are" accounted righteous before GOD" on the
ground of CHRIST'S righteousness being imputed to them. They are
found in Him, not having their own righteousness, but that which
is through faith in CHRIST, "the righteousness which is of GOD
by faith" (Phi!. iii. 9).
These are the righteous, and these are enabled by the regenerating
and indwelling work of the SPIRIT to bring forth the fruits of
righteousness in their daily walk. They seek to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world, looking for that
blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of our great GOD and
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.
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They "were the servants of sin," but they have become "the
servants of righteousness." Being free from sin's lordship they
have "become servants to GOD" and have their "fruit unto
holiness and the end everlasting life." (See Rom. vi. 17-22.)
These are the people who are privileged to use this "strong
tower." To them the LORD JESUS is indeed a tower of strength
and safety.
1. First, He is a tower of safety from the merited penalty of their
sins.
Their sins deserve eternal death. By nature they are " children
of wrath even as others." The wages of their sin is death. CHRIST,
however, hath redeemed them from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for them. When they were convinced by the HOLY
GHOST of their sin, and of their awful peril the same SPIRIT testified
of CHRIST to their trembling souls. They saw that He was wounded
for their transgressions and bruised for their iniquities, that the
punishment of their sins was borne by Him, and they were led to
take refuge in Him as their tower of safety from the wrath to
come. They could then sing,
" Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the LAMB with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love! "
What an infinite mercy it is if we have run to this "strong
tower" for safety from the wrath to come. The strong tower is
the hiding place for the awakened sinner. His experience may be
expressed in the words,
" But lo! a gracious Voice I heard,
And mercy's heavenly form appeared;
She led me on with smiling face,
To JESUS as my Hiding-place."
2. Secondly, the LORD JESUS is a strong tower from our spiritual
enemies.
The righteous are always in danger from the power of the world,
the flesh, and the devil. The solemn warning of the apostle needs
always to be remembered. "Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 13).
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We need ever to waU{ humbly and carefully, and we need to be
always hiding in our strong tower. CHRIST is our refuge from the
power of the world. He says, "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." The
world was conquered by Him, and He can conquer it continuously
for His people who hide in Him. "This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4). Faith in our
strong tower overcomes the world.
He is our refuge from the power of the flesh. The flesh, the corrupt
nature, ever remains, even in GOD'S regenerated people, and its
character never improves. It is always in antagonism to GOD,
and is never subject to His law. "The flesh lusteth against the
SPIRIT." No good thing dwelleth in it. It is sometimes more
quiescent than at other times. Experience teaches that there are
times when it rises up with great force and power in the believer.
Wicked, evil, and malignant thoughts fill the mind. Thoughts of
despair and desperation attack the soul. Sometimes the conflict
between the flesh and SPIRIT may be very prolonged and the child
of GOD may pass through a time of great distress of mind. The
power of the :flesh becomes manifest in the disputes and even
quarrels which sometimes take place among godly people. All
experience shows that the LORD'S true people need continual grace
if they are to be proof against the power of the flesh. CHRIST is
our refuge against this indwelling evil. The apostle says, "Walk
in the SPIRIT, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh" (Gal. v.
16). The SPIRIT by Whose power we can overcome the flesh is
the SPIRIT of CHRIST, and we need to pray that we may be
" strengthened with might by His SPIRIT in the inner man." (See
Gal. iv. 6; Eph. iii. 16; Rom. viii. 13).
CHRIST is also our refuge from the power of the devil. The devil
is CHRIST'S enemy and he is the enemy of all the people of GOD.
The Apostle Peter calls him "your adversary the deviL" This
adversary" as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour." The expression "walketh about" suggests that he
leisurely moves about with the determination to devour when an
opportunity occurs. Failure on the part of the believer to watch
and pray gives the devil the opportunity he desires, and he at once
seizes it, and endeavours to injure the child of GOD. We are
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bidden to resist him, "steadfast in the faith." As there is no
armour provided for the back the believer is never to run away
from the devil, but face him in the power of CHRIST. "Be strong
in the LORD, and in the power of His might. Put on the whole
armour of GOD, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil . . . Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked," i.e., the wicked
'One, the devil (Eph. vi. 10, 11, 16). While we must not under€stimate the power, the craft, the subtlety, and the depths of Satan,
we must also remember that he is not omnipotent. The gracious
promise is given, "Resist the devil, and he will flee from you"
{James iv. 7).
How constantly necessary is the" shield of faith" in our strong
tower that we may be proof against the devil's devices. What
reason there is ever to walk very humbly before GOD, and dependently on "the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS." The records in
Scripture and elsewhere of the falls and serious inconsistencies of
some of GOD'S true people are intended to warn us against selfconfidence, lack of watchfulness and prayer, and a failure to take
hold of Divine strength. There is no safety unless we run into
our strong tower. A careless walk exposes us to peril. The grace
of GOD teaches us always to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts,
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly, looking for that
blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of our great GOD
and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. The greater our grasp of Divine
truth, the more careful we should be that our walk is consistent
therewith.
From our strong tower we can look out and attack our foes.
The Book of Judges tells of the people of the city of Thebez fleeing
to a strong tower within the city for safety, and from this position
of vantage a woman cast a piece of a millstone upon the enemy's
head and thus saved her own life and the lives of those with her in
the tower. (See Judges ix. 51-55.)
" Strong in the LORD of Hosts,
And in His mighty power;
Who in the strength of JESUS trusts,
Is more than Conqueror."
John Newton knew something of this tower when he wrote,
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" No strength of our own, no goodness we claim;
Our trust is all placed in JESU'S great name;
In this, our strong tower, for safety we hide;
The LORD is our power: 'The LORD will provide.' "
The psalmist knew something about it when he wrote, "Thou
hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy"
(Ps. lxi. 3).
David went against Goliath of Gath "in the name of the LORD
of hosts" (1 Sam. xvii. 45). In other words he faced his enemy
from the" strong tower" which is provided for the righteous.
3. Thirdly, the LORD JESUS is a strong tower to His people when
they are walking in the da1-k.
There can be no doubt that GOD'S people do not always experience
periods of light and brightness. There are times of gloom and
darkness in their experience, times when neither sun nor stars in
many days appear. (See Acts xxvii. 20.) No small tempest
may lay on them, and their case may seem hopeless. This dark
experience may not be due to sin. We may be obeying the voice
of J ehovah's servant, and yet be walking in darkness and have no
light. (See Isa. 1. 10.) Yet, however dark it is, our strong tower
is always near to flee unto. The LORD is always near to His people.
Though they cannot see Him, He can see them, and they are
bidden when walking in darkness to make use of their strong tower.
Note the closing words of the passage from Isaiah already referred
to. " Let .him (who walketh in darkness and who has no light)
trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his GOD." In
other words let him run unto his strong tower.
It was a dark hour in J ehoshaphat's experience when the Moabites,
Ammonites and others invaded the land. J ehoshaphat said, "vVe
have no might against this great multitude that cometh against
us; neither know we what to do." But Jehoshaphat made use
of the strong tower. He said "Our eyes are upon thee" and
victory followed. (See 2 Chron. xx. 1-13.)
How often we may be in like perplexity and darkness, but then
it is that we should run for safety and guidance to our strong
tower.
4. Fourthly, the LORD JESUS 1'-8 a strong tower to His people whm.
great tears overwhelm them.
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There can be no doubt that some of GOD'S people are at times
overwhelmed with great fears. However true it is that fear and
anxiety imply a want of faith, such fear does take possession of
many of GOD'S true people. Probably some are naturally given
to fear more than others. However we explain it, overwhelming
attacks of fear and dread do occasionally come to some of GOD'S
children. They may pray against them, but somehow the oIli3laught
is so strong and continuous that they feel thoroughly beaten down.
David said, "Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and
horror hath overwhelmed me" (Ps. lvi. 5). The reality of this
experience is beyond question, and it is often the strongest and
bravest of the LORD'S people who suffer from it. ~What courage
was displayed by Elijah on Mount Carmel, but wbat fear, timidity,
and despair took possession of him when he fled from J ezebeI.
The LORD JESUS, however, is our refuge and strong tower in this
as in other trials. Then it is that we may fittingly pray, "Hear
my cry, 0 GOD; attend unto my prayer. From the end of the
earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me
to the rock that is higher than I, for Thou hast been a shelter for
me, and a strong tower from the enemy. I will abide in Thy
tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings"
(Ps. lvi. 1-4). The LORD is always equal to our case. David
was able to say, " I sought the LORD, and He heard me, and delivered
me from all my fears" (Ps. xxxiv. 4).
In reference to our strong tower, under another figure, we do
well to say, "In the shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge
until these calamities be overpast" (Ps. lvii. 1). By Divine grace
we may be enabled to say, "Behold, GOD is my selvation: I will
trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2).
5. Lastly, the LORD JESUS is a STRONG tower.
Let us emphasize the strength of this tower. Humanly erected
towers cannot resist the attacks of modern artillery, but no human
or hellish power can overthrow Him Who is the strong tower of His
people. If we run into this tower we are absolutely safe. No
weapon formed against us can prosper. "They that trust in the
LORD shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but
abideth for ever. AB the mountains are round about Jerusalem,
so the LORD is round about His people from henceforth even for
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ever" (Ps. cxxvi. 1, 2). Are we through infinite grace amongst
the LORD'S righteous people? If so, may we continually run into
-our strong tower. There we are absolutely safe.
" The people of His choice
He will not cast away;
Yet do not always here expect
On Tabor's mount to stay.
" When we in darkness walk
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our GOD,
And rest upon His name.
" Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control:
His lovingkindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul.
" Wait till the shadows flee;
Wait thy appointed hour,
Wait till the Bridegroom of thy soul
Reveals His sovereign power."
(Toplaily.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

OVERCOMING FAITH.
By JOHN BERRIDGE.
4' COME, sir, bring your face to the Gospel-glass;

and handle this
point well, like an old grazier._
Does your faith overcome the lust of the flesh; making you victorious
over your palate, and over outward pollution, and inward uncleanness?
Does your faith overcome the lust of the eye, and keep your heart
from grasping after more wealth, more preferment, or more honours?
Having food and raiment, have you learned therewith to be content?
(1 Tim. vi. 8).
Does your faith overcome the pride of life, and prevent your being
·charmed with a lofty house, rich furniture, genteel equipage, and
splendid raiment? Does it make you sick of earthly vanities, and
-draw your heart to things above? Speak, sir, and speak honestly.
If you are a slave to these matters, and a quiet slave, you may keep
your faith. Satan will not steal it from you. His own sooty cap
is full as good as your rusty bonnet. The devils do believe, and
tremble, but are devils still."-Berridge's Works, p. 229.
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A GODLY MAN'S PRAYER.
" Bow down Thine ear, 0 Lord, hear me: for I am poor and needy.
Preserve my soul,. for I am holy: 0 Thou my God, save Thy servant
that trusteth in Thee. Be merciful unto me, 0 Lord: for I cry unto
Thee dm:ly. Rejoice the soul of Thy servant: for unto Thee, 0 Lord,
do I lift up my soul."-PsALM lxxxvi. 1-4.
THIS psalm is entitled, " A Prayer of David." That is a very true
description of it. The whole psalm is a prayer. We desire particularly, however, to draw attention to that part of the prayer contained in the verses selected for our meditation.
1. First, let us notice how David describes himself in this prayer.
He says, " I am poor and needy" (verse 1). This is a description
applicable to every believer. He is poor because he has nothing
which he did not receive. All His blessings are Divine gifts
bestowed by Divine grace.
Is it true that he "hath everlasting life "~ That is a Divine
gift. "The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord" (Rom. vi. 23).
Is it true that he has faith in Christ's blood and righteousness 1
That is a Divine gift. " By grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God" (Ephes. ii. 8).
Is it true that he is justified before God ~ That is also a Divine
gift. " Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. i,ii. 24). Gratuitous justification
has been Divinely bestowed upon every believing sinner.
Is it true that he is saved with an everlasting salvation ~ That
great mercy comes solely from God. "Salvation is of the Lord."
"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us " (Titus iii. 5).
Is it true that the believer abounds in the work of the Lord ~
Here again he has no ground for boasting. He must say in reference
to all his spiritual activities, "Yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me" (1 Cor. xv. 10).
Vie have nothing in ourselves, and therefore we are poor. Yet
we possess all things in Christ.
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All our works are wrought in us. "It is God that worketh in
us both to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phil. ii. 13).
In ourselves we are indeed poor, but in Christ we are rich, being
" blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ"
(Ephes. i. 3).
Even our temporal mercies come from God. We are absolutely
poor apart from His good pleasure.
We are ever dependent on Him for life, and breath, and all
things. We have no power of ourselves to help ourselves. We
are dependent on our God for the healthy condition of all the
members of our bodies, and for all our mental powers. 'Without
Him we cannot think, speak, walk, handle, hear, smell or see.
Apart from His favour and goodness we possess nothing. Truly
we rightly say, "I am poor."
" I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all
But Jesus Christ is my All in all."
Being" poor" we are needy. We are continually in need of
Divine mercy, Divine strength, Divine guidance, Divine enrichment, Divine comfort. What a mercy if we can say, "I am poor
and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me " (Ps. xl. 17).
David describes himself further as "holy." "I am holy"
(verse 2). The usual meaning of the English word" holy" is set
apart, sanctified, regenerated by the Holy Ghost. This was true
of David, and of all the Old Testament saints. It is true of all
believers to-day. They are all called in the New Testament,
" Saints" or holy ones. Sometimes people say of a particular
believer, "He is a saint." They mean probably that He manifests strikingly and practically the holiness of His character. But
the New Testament does not limit the word" Saint" to those who
are in an eminent degree devoted to their Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. All believers are equally "washed," "sanctified" and
" justified" in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God. They are all equally Saints. (See 1 Cor. i. 2; vi. n.) Their
practical walk differs, but they are all equally regenerated and set
apart from the world by the Holy Ghost. W'hat a mercy, if through
Divine grace we can say with David, "I am holy," I am one of
God's saints, poor and unworthy though I am. Another translation of the word for" holy" in verse 2 of this Psalm is " godly."
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"I am godly." The word godly means pious. It denotes one
who fears God. Such fear and reverence for God can only spring
from a new nature implanted by the Holy Ghost. To be godly and
to be holy are virtually the same thing. Every godly man is holy,
and every holy man is godly. The godly man reverences God's
Word, His name and His day. No man who fully reverences
God's Word and day could go to a cinema on the Lord's day. We
doubt if he could go to a cinema on any day. A truly godly man
will be wholly separate from the world with its theatres, cinemas,
whist drives and dances, and other worldly pleasures. Moreover
the more he is taught of God the more he will avoid worldliness
and sensuousness in worship.
David next describes himself as "Thy servant that trusteth ~n
Thee" (verse 2).
Here is another description of a godly man. He trusts in
J ehovah. He trusts in J ehovah, the Lord Jesus Christ. He trusts
in His merits, in His blood and righteousness. He renounces all
confidence in any fancied merits of His own.
He trusts in Divine love, Divine power, Divine faithfulness. He
leans upon His God and Saviour. Reader, canst thou say" I am
Thy servant that trusteth in Thee"; "In Thee, 0 Lord, do I put
my trust" (Ps. xxxi. 1); "Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2) 1
David further suggests that he is a praying man. He says,
" I cry unto Thee daily" (verse 3). Another rendering is, "I cry
unto Thee all the day long." There is no day when a godly man
does not need to cry unto God, and there is no hour of the day
when it is not fitting that he shoulCl.lift up his soul in prayer. We
need to pray without ceasing. Believing men ought always to pray
and not to faint.
" Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give:
Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray they live."
(Hart.)

It is most damaging to our spiritual well-being to allow prayer
in any measure to be crowded out. Morning, noon, and night, and
many times between we need to be crying unto our gracious and
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prayer-hearing God. "Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I
pray, and cry aloud: and He shall hear my voice" (Ps. Iv. 17).
How is it with us, dear readers ~ Can we describe ourselves as a
poor and needy people, a holy people, a believing people and a
praying people·~ All these marks characterize all the elect and
called people of God.
2. Secondly, let us think of some of the prayers which Damd offers.

First, he prays for Divine attention. "Bow down Thine ear,
o Lord, hear me." It is no good crying to a person who is deaf,
or who takes no notice of our cries. David wants to be sure first
of all that the Lord's ear is attentive to his prayer. He beseeches the
. Lord to bend down His ear, so as to listen to his voice. Nehemiah
was concerned that the Lord should be attentive to his prayer.
" 0 Lord," he says, " I beseech Thee, let now Thine ear be attentive
to the prayer of Thy servant, and to the prayer of Thy servants,
who desire to fear Thy name" (Neh. i. 11).
Daniel also says, " 0 my God, incline Thine ear, and hear; open
Thine eyes, and behold our desolations " (Dan. ix. 18).
In each case there is earnest desire that the Lord may listen to
the cries of His people. What a mercy, however, it is that" The
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto
their cry" (Ps. xxxiv. 15).
" He also will hear their cry, and will save them" (Ps. cxlv. 19).
Secondly, David prays for Divine preservation. "Preserve my
soul," he says (verse 2). To preserve is to keep safe from harm or
injury. We are always in danger from the power and evil
influence of the world, the flesh and the devil, and we are absolutely
helpless in ourselves to keep ourselves from the spiritual dangers
to which we are exposed. The need of taking heed lest we fall is
constant. Watchfulness and prayer are always necessary. Bible
history and our own experience teach us that the saints of God
may fall grievously. Hence the need of constantly looking up
to God and saying, " Preserve my soul." He alone is the Keeper
of Israel. He alone can preserve us from all evil. "He shall
preserve thy soul" (Ps. cxxi. 4-6).
Our Lord knew the dangers to which His people are exposed.
Hence He prayed, "Holy Father, keep through Thine Own name
those whom Thou hast given Me." "I pray not that Thou
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shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep'
them from the evil" (John xvii. 11, 15).
Thirdly, David prays for Divine salvation.
"0 Thou my God, save Thy servant" (verse 2). The believer
needs to be continually saved from all the perils of the way, and
J ehovah alone is the Saviour of His people. We read of "the
kindness and love of God our Saviour" (Titus iii. 4). " In the Lord
our God is the salvation of Israel" (Jer. iii. 23). We need saving
from sins of thought, of word, and of deed. We need saving from
pride and self-confidence. We need saving from spiritual sloth,
deadness and coldness. We need saving from fear and despair.
We need saving from worldliness and compromise. We need
saving from error and conformity to the evil ways and fashions and
customs of a world that lieth in the wicked one. We need saving
from a failure to walk in love, and a failure to be lowly, meek,
forbearing and longsuffering. Always in our pilgrimage journey do
we need to pray, " 0 Thou my God, save Thy servant that trusteth
in Thee."
Fourthly, David prays for mercy. "Be merciful unto me, 0
Lord" (verse 3).
Ah, he had not got beyond the need of mercy, nor have we.
We need Divine mercy every moment of our lives. We shall never
make a mistake if we incorporate in our prayers a prayer for mercy.
We may have been graciously preserved from falling into the
grosser sins, but still we need mercy. Every comer unto God
needs to come for mercy. There is no day in his life when he does
not need at its close to pray, "Forgive me my sins." "Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy." We can get it no where else. Only let us draw near and
"enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus." "Without shedding
of blood is no remission" (Heb. iv. 16; ix. 22; x. 19).
What a mercy it is that there is mercy with God. "Thou, Lord,
art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all
them that call upon Thee." Every believer can say, "Great is Thy
mercy toward me" (Ps. lxxxvi. 5, 13).
Lastly, David prays for joy. " Rejoice the soul of Thy servant:
for unto Thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up my soul" (verse 4).
Godly people sometimes get depressed and sad. The monotony
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of daily life may sadden and depress. Our sins and failings discourage and sadden our hearts. The darkness and death and evil
around us depress and sadden our souls. The apostasy from God
and His truth causes His people to sigh and cry for all the abominations that be done. (See Ezek. ix. 4.)
The compromise with error and the fellowship with false teachers,
even of some of the godly, bring sadness to those who are seeking
to wall{ in holy separation from all that is displeasing to God. But
there is always reason to rejoice. The Lord still lives and rules.
He worketh all things after the counsel of His Own will. His
purpose must be done. His gracious purposes cannot be thwarted
by men, or by the evil one. We may therefore rightly rejoice in
spite of abounding evil, and we may rightly pray, "Rejoice the
soul of Thy servant." With the apostle ~e may pray for God's
people and say, "Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power
of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xv. 13).
Be it ours, then, dear fellow believers, to pray as David prayed.
As poor and needy ones let us cry unto God continually for preservation, for His saving power, for His mercy and for the joy with·
which He can fill the hearts of His redeemed people.
THE EDITOR.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Kt:ng's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton.)

SEPARATION.
So soon as the Lord gives any man light, he proceeds to separate himself from the darkness around; he secedes from a merely worldly
religion of outward ceremonial, for nothing short of the Gospel of
Christ will now satisfy him, and he withdraws himself from worldly
society and frivolous amusements, and seeks the company of the
saints, for" We know we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren." The light gathers to itself, and the darkness
to itself. What God has divided, let us never try to unite, but as
Christ went without the camp, bearing His reproach, so let us come
out from the ungodly, and be a peculiar people. He was holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners; and, as He was, so we are to be
nonconformists to the world, dissenting from all sin, and distinguished
from the rest of mankind by our likeness to our Master-Evening
Readings, by C. H. Spurgeon, for July 9th.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that
remember Thee in Thy ways: behold, Thou art wroth,. for we
have sinned: in those is continuance, and we shall be saved."ISAIAH lxiv. 5.
WHILST recently reading Deuteronomy xxxii., the words, "He found
him," of verse 10, arrested me, and, under, as I trust, the gracious
manifestation of the Holy Spirit, a sweet and profitable meditation
followed in my soul, which by the Divine aid I am now endeavouring
to put on paper, asking the great Head of the Church to bless it to
His living members, that they may share with me one of these delightful
words in season of which we are ofttimes led with thankful appreciation
to say, " Thy words were found and I did eat them; and Thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; for I am called by
Thy Name."
" He found him." An eternity of blessing and mercy in these three
words! They imply that he was lost, and lost he would have been
eternally, but for the love of the great Shepherd of the sheep, Who
loved them even unto death, and Who goes after everyone of His
blood-bought ones" until He find it." And then the thought came
to me of Genesis ii. 15, where" The Lord God took the man, and put
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and keep it." The man perfect,
as coming from his Creator's hands and" put" into a paradise! But
that man sinned, broke the commandment of his Maker, and was
driven forth, exiled, lost, ruined, and for ever separated from his God,
unless God's wonderful redemption had been found and perfected in
the ultimate redemption of every sinner for whom Christ's precious
redeeming blood was shed. Hence the words, "He found him."
For Jesus, the great Shepherd of His flock could say to His Father,
" Of them whom Thou hast given ~e, have I lost none," " not one
of them is lost." He goes on searching out and finding everyone of
those sheep, sealed by the blood of the everlasting Covenant, until
another and another sinner is born of God, and " There is joy in the
presence of the angels of God" as each one returns to the Shepherd
and Bishop of his soul. He" put" him in Eden, and "He found
him" again" in a waste howling wilderness!" Such are the ravages
sin makes and such the guilty estrftngement the broken law causes
between the sinner and his God. But God through His exceeding
grace declares in reference to the waste and wilderness condition of
the souls of His people, "The Lord will yet comfort Zion: he will
comfort all her waste places: and He will make her wilderness like
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord: joy and gladness
shall he found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody" (Isa.
li. 3).
26
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" Know'st the meaning, nature's child,
Know'st thou the import of the ery?
Thy heart's the desfJrt vast and wild,
To which Emmanuel draws nigb.
Mountains of unbelief and sin
Before Him crumble into dust,
Tby humble heart shall t.hen begin
His all-restoring hand to trust.
By Him. exalted, know thy state,
A garden rich in fruit aud flower;
Thy gracious Master's loved retreat,
The wonder of redeeming power!"
(Sir Waller Shirlell, 1774.)

Oh, the glories of redemption, regeneration, restoration! And all
by the hand of Him "'Yha could say, " Then restored I that which I
took not away." It was the man (representative of all Adam's race)
that" He put" in the garden of Eden in perfect happiness. It was
fallen, exiled, lost man that He again "found," but where now?
" In a waste howling wilderness," and as far off from God as a sinner
could well be ! And the" mountains of unbelief " which have separated
"crumble into dust," and the hardest heart melts with overcoming
love, and Jesus sees of the travail of His soul and is satisfied, as He
takes this new-born soul and makes of it "the garden of the Lord,
which He hath blessed." 'What a mighty change! From the sterile,
waste and howling wilderness to a garden, a place allotted for plants
and flowers and beauty; a place cultivated, cared for, watched over
and watercd, as the result of the patient vigilant care of the great
Husbandman, Who as thc Divine Keeper or the soul says, "as the
garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth, so the
Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth berore
dl the nations." And" lest any hurt it," so dearly has it been bought
by Him, He says He will" keep it" for Himself, " watch it night and
day and water it every moment." And against every marauding
enem y He has "enclosed" -(barred, ma1'!Jin) His garden; directs
and controls the winds of winter and summer to" awake" and" blow"
upon it; claims it as " My Garden," and opens the longing heart of
His Shubmite to cry out, "Let My Beloved come into His garden
and eat His pleasant fruits," and from time to time at His will her
Beloved visits" his garden, to the bed of spices, to feed in the gardens,
and to gather lilies." And this brings us back to the text which heads
our paper at this time. "Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh
righteousness, those that remember Thee in Thy ways; behold Thou
.art wrath; for we havc sinned; in those is continuance and we shall
be saved." Can [l,ily grace-saved sinner ever forget the price paid for
his redemption? Can any redeemed child of God ever for one moment
look to anything short of the perfect righteousness of Christ? Can
any sin-laden Spirit-convinced sinner trust in anything short of the
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mercy, free and everlasting, of his God? Goodness and righteousness
of their own they have nought to plead, and C'1.n only look to Him
Who has worked in them" to will and to do ot His good pleasure,"
and Who hears the groaning and the cry, "God be merciful to me,
the sinner."
Such are these who are taught by Sovereign, irresistible, overcoming grace, to " work out their own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God that worketh in them to will and to do His good pleasure."
With all their works thus wrought in and for them, rejoicing, working,
and remembering Him in all their ways, humbled daily on account
of indwelling sin; ever remembering at what a cost they have been
"found," they confess, "for we have sinned: in those is continuance
and we shall be saved."
Now, beloved, you and I can testify by the exceeding kindness and
great love of our God, that since He has saved us, He has delighted
in us and taken pleasure in our ways, and ordered our steps according
to His word, and enabled us often to say, "I, being in the way, the
Lord led me." Moreover, when He meets His people, they may
well be assured of blessings from His bounteous hand: for He ever
delighteth in mercy, and He is ever exercising that mercy toward
them. How \vondrously we find our steps ordered, and the minute
as well as the greater things of our daily lives are subject to His
Covenant care. "Thou meetest him"; and from the first meeting
in a way of Sovereign and saving grace, the Lord God of their salvation
keeps His hand of blessing upon His children, and reminds them of
that gracious promise, " 0 Israel thou shalt not be forgotten of Me."
And so He comes again and again, intent upon blessing, ready to
revive the drooping faith, and taking delight in the goings of His
saints and giving them to prove how wondrously He delighteth in
their way, remembers them for good. "Thou meetest him." And
of such sweet providence the writer can bear testimony in her recent
brief sojourn at Bournemouth, where the fact of a copy of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE being in her hand, led to the most unexpected and delightful
meeting with an aged saint (a perfe~t stranger) and resulted in heartto-heart sweet fellowship, onc of the greatest joys ever granted the
way-worn travellers Zionward in their pilgrimage thither. Has not
the Lord spoken and fulfilled His word in our grateful experience,
many times, dear reader? and have you not proved again and again
how true are the words, "in all places where I record My Name, I
will meet with thee, and I will bless thee"? Oh, what stupendous
eventualities may hang upon that promise! Salvation and etenlal
blessings folded up in that first and every subsequent meeting of a
sinner and his God! Hence was it not with that object in view, the
Son of Man when on earth" must needs go through Samaria " to find
one of His lost sheep? And for another to be called to " come down"
from his hiding place. Jesus must pass that very tree to reveal His
salvation unto Zacchaeus. "Thou meetest him." Appointed spots
decreed from all eternity, and no chance nor accident in bringing
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about the meeting. Thus it was with Adam in the garden of Eden,
Abraham in the plains of Mamre, Jacob at the ford Jabbok, Moses
in the height of Sinai, Gideon beneath an oak tree, Elijah in a cave
and by a brook, Nathanael under a fig tree, two on a village road,
weary fisherman on the shore, His persecuted servants in prison.
Our readers will be able to enlarge the blessed subject in their own
meditations, and ever have cause to bless the great Shepherd of every
one of His sheep that He goeth after the lost and straying one, " until
He find" it, and having found it never forsakes the work of His own
hand, but continually follows it up, keeps the feet of His saints, comes
and revives His work in the midst of the years, and sees them again
and again, and causes their heart to rejoice in His blessings.
"Thou meetest him." We have been endeavouring to set forth
the exceeding riches of His grace and mercy which moves Him to
meet a sinner with purposes of salvation blessings. And it is in and
through that blessed Redeemer that God the Father does and will
meet the sinner. It is only through the Sinner's Surety, Substitute,
and near Kinsman, that Jehovah can and will meet the coming sinner,
who pleads only and altogether his hope of acceptance in and through
the precious blood of Calvary. There is no other way of rightful
approach, no other ground of acceptance. When God is dealing in
a way of righteous judgment, He says, " I will take vengeance, and
I will not meet thee as a man" (Isa. xlvii. 3). Oh, solemn utterance
and a truly "fearful thing is it to fall into the hands of the Living
God." But there is mercy and there is a way of escape. There is
the one way provided, and every curse-laden, consciously guilty
sinner who comes pleading the mercy of God in and through the
precious blood and all-prevailing merits of the God-Man, Christ Jesus,
will know and rejoice in the blessedness of our text, " Thou meetest
him." And such an one, blessed with salvation blessings, will, like
the Ethiopian eunuch of old, go on his way rejoicing.
The" wells of salvation" indeed yield their" joy," and him whom
his Saviour meets rejoiceth "with joy unspeakable." He has been
granted a faith's view as favoured Abraham of old, who rejoiced
when he saw Christ's day. The Person, the work, the character of the
dear Redeemer, sets the once-bound soul at liberty; Satan is made
to yield his long-held prey, and rejoicing takes the place of weeping.
" Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those
that remember Thee in Thy ways." And oh! when is there a
moment, fellow-child of God, when we can do without the God of
our salvation ~ We need to remember Him and beg of Him to
remember us every moment.
We need the spirit of worship and adoration and of grace to plead
the all-prevailing blood. We need to hope in His mercy, and to rejoice
in His forgiveness. We need daily and hourly help for our every time
of need. And it is in the dealings of His mercy and the riches of His
grace in salvation that we are made humble, and conscious of our
having sinned. And although, blessed be His Holy Name, "there
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is forgiveness," yet we are still sinners and liable to sin and do sin
in thought, word and deed. "In those is continuance," to our latest
breath, but believing we rejoice that although sinners, and when we
would do good evil is present with us, yet, blessed be God, in our
Mighty Overcomer and Conqueror" we shall be saved." Saved at
the first, saved at the last, saved a thousand times o'er! Oh, rejoice,
believer, in the Lord God of your salvation, and may the blessings
that accompany it be the theme for the high praises of your God in
your mouth, as you trace the way by which He has led you, fed you,
kept you, and blessed you all through your life, delighting in mercy
and giving you to rejoice in the God of your salvation. We love to
sing with Thomas Grinfield (1836) :
" Oh I how kindly Thou hast led me,
Heavenly Father, day by day,
Found my dwelling, clothed and fed me,
Furnished friends to cheer my way.
Did'st Thou bless me, did'st Thou chasten,
With Thy smile, or with Thy rod?
'Twas that still my step might hastenHomeward, Heavenward, to my God!

o how slowly have

I often
Followed where Thy Hand would draw I
How Thy kindness failed to soften,
And Thy chastening failed to awe!

Make me for Thy rest mqre ready,
As Thy path is longer trod;
Keep me in Thy friendship steady,
Till 'fhou call me Home, my God!"

R.
COMPLETE SALVATION OF THE ELECT.
",THERE will be the complete salvation of the whole company of God's
e ~t. Now they are scatte;red. Same are in heaven resting before
the throne; some are on earth living by faith; and some are not
yet called into the kingdom. In our present condition, it is utterly
impossible to bring together the hidden ones of God. But when He
comes all will be as one before the throne. "He shall send His angels,
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other."
Then there will be nothing wanting for the perfection of the chosen
bride; she will be presented as a chaste virgin to Christ. All the
continents of the world will send up their bands of beloved believers,
and all will meet before the throne without one missing of all those
that in all countries, and all ages, have called on the name of the
Lord Jesus.-Great Principles of Divine Truth, p. 88. By the late
Canon Edward Hoare.
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Sermona anlJ N otta of Sennona.
SUN.
" The Lord God is a Sun."-PSALlII lxxxiv. 11.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAw, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
THE sun, the noblest object in the material works of God, is here
enlisted to represent our Lord. In its beauty and in its effects, whether
seen by the eye, or felt in its results, it teaches largely. It shines not
in vain on the terrestrial globe. May it not shine in vain, as spiritual
instruction! Arise, 0 Sun of Righteousness! Thou abundant source
of joy and gladness, and enlighten our minds by the inspiration of
Thy rays.
1. In the firmament above, one sun meets our view. From the day
in which the Creator's hand hung out this lamp of light, it has admitted
no equal or compeer. Lesser luminaries have indeed glittered, deriving
their lustre from this centre; but its seat has always been supreme.
No competitor disputes its reign. To this day it rules unrivalled. And
the same sun, which gladdened our first parents, shall display its
brightness to the last descendant of the race of man.
Thus, in the scheme of redemption, there is but one Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ. "As there is one body, and one Spirit, as we are
called in one hope of our calling, so also there is one Lord" (Eph. iv. 4).
" There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5). Vast is the family of adopting grace;
many sons in faith cry" Abba, Father." Through union with the
Lord of Life many are made "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ"; but Jesus only sits on salvation's throne. The truth is
gloriously established: "Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). A world of lost sinners has one need;
one Saviour comes rich to supply. Much is required; one is granted
in Whom sufficiency abounds.' Jesus is the one. "As by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners; so by the obedience of One
shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19).
Let enraptured thought expand. Contemplate the multitude of
the redeemed around the eternal throne. They are very many; no
stretch of mind can count them. They all were once transgressors
upon earth, stained by innumerable sins. Now they are all whiter
than the whitest snow. How has their loathsome blackness vanished?
They have all washed in the one laver of cleansing; they are' all pure
by the application of the one blood of the one Jesus. Their filthy
garments are all removed, they are arrayed in fitness for their high
abode. Whence was this lovely apparel won? They drew near, and
by the hand of faith put on the righteousness which Jesus alone wrought.
They all sing one song; it is ever new, it can never weary. It is thanks-
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glvmg, honour, praise, and power, unto God Who sittcth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
While one sun shines to robe the world with light, can men be found
so senseless as to exclude the entrance of its rays? Can they deliberately doom their dwellings to the perpetuity of darkness, or grope
only by the feeble flickerings of taper twilight?
Such infatuation exists not in things temporal. But in things
spiritual far greater madness effects ruin. How many turn from
Christ, the one only light of life, and seek to walk by the misguidance of
their reason, or the figments of their folly, or the inventions of dark
superstition I Let such heed the warning, " Behold, all ye that kindle
a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of
your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have
of Mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow" (Isa. 1. 11). 0 Jesu! may
we never draw back from Thee, the One, the only" Dayspring from
on high" (Luke i. 78).
n. Of all material works, the sun confessedly commands foremost
admiration. Its resplendent orb is the firmament's grand ornament.
Such is its dazzling splendour that no eye can long endure the gaze.
In beauty it rises in the eastern chamber, in beauty it pursues its
course, in beauty it sinks into the western bed. It shines in day-long
perfection. No words can justly delineate its surpassing charms. If
thought should endeavour to suggest improvement, vain would be the
effort. No skill can picture more embellishment. Thus it shines a fit
emblem of the blessed Jesus.
True it is that when He appeared as man, no pomp or parade marked
His unobtrusive course. The splendid palace was not His abode.
Stately equipage and gorgeous retinue attended not His steps. He
moved the lowliest among the lowly, the meekest among the meek.
In this sense He had" no form nor comeliness; and when we should
see Him, there was no beauty that we should desire Him" (Isa. liii. 2).
But to the eye of faith how different was the view! To them which
believed, His every aspect was preciousness. Through the thin covering of mortal flesh they " beheld His glory-the glory as of the onlybegotten of the Father." The SpiJ;it exhausts terms to set forth His
praises. "He is fairer than the children of men." Is not the Father
gloriously arrayed in every attribute of perfection? Jesus is His
perfect exhibition. As the impressed wax shows the image of the
signet, so He represents the Father.
It is delightful exercise to meditate on the glowing raptures of the
Song of songs. The charms of earth are called to picture the heavenly
Bridegroom. He is "the chiefest among ten thousand. He is the
altogether lovely" (Song v. 10, 16). Who can portray the beauties
of His person, character, and work? He appears as humanity robed
in Deity. How enchanting is the tenderness of His heart! His pitifulness and compassion refuse all counterpart. His walk among the
children of men was to do good-to cheer, to solace, to dispense blessings. As the sun's rays traverse the vilest hovels of filth uninjured
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by the contact, so Jesus sojourned in the regions of pOllution untainted
and unsoiled. His every look reflected heaven. His every word was
God's own voice. How glorious in beauty must He be Who is thus
the very embodiment of God! We praise the sun, as the lustre of the
skies; so we praise Jesus, as the lustre of heaven's glory. To the eye
which gazes on the sun surrounding objects disappear. Thus to all
who gaze on Jesus the charms of worldly things are dim.
Ill. The sun rises, and darkness flees. What would earth be if the
heavens gleamed not with this light ~ Wh:l,t would be man's abode
if one dark pall were spread around ~ If surrounding objects were no
more visible, if human features were unseen, if creation's beauties were
no more apparent, life would be monotony of woe. Terrified imagination shrinks from the bare thought. "Blackness of darkness for ever"
pictures the miseries of the lost. But the sun comes forth as a bridegroom from his chamber, and robes the world with gladness. Mists
vanish from the mountain's brow. Vapours no longer darken the low
vales. The world is bright, and shining objects captivate the senses.
Faith is here taught to see an emblem of its beloved Lord. It is His
province to dispel the misery and gloom of ignorance. He is the Light
of the world. His faithful followers no longer walk in darkness, they
delight in the light of life.
All saving knowledge results from His teaching voice. As the sun
is seen by its own light, so Christ is shown forth in Himself. He reveals
what nature never could discern-the real character of sin; its filth,
its vile pollution, its deluding frauds, its malignity, its demerits, its
frightful course, its awful end. :Men grope in darkness until this light
shines; and then the awakened soul sends forth the cry, Who will
deliver me ~-how shall I escape ~-is there no refuge? Thus it
discerns the natural condition, and loathes and abhors itself.
What raptures abound when the day-star from on high presents
Jesus in the boundless radiancy of His eternal love! The joy is
unspeakable and full of glory when Jesus shows the redeeming wonders
of the cross. The streaming blood is then discerned as the payment
of every debt, the satisfaction of all claims, the obliteration of all stains.
The work of atonement is seen as wholly finished in His life and death.
Heaven's glories blaze as a purchased possession, and the soul revels
in the brightness of the Gospel-hope. As the sun gladdens earth, thus
Jesus gives exhilaration. Faith often sings, " I wait for the Lord, my
soul doth wait, and in His word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the
Lord more than they that watch for the morning; I say, more than
they that watch for the morning" (Ps. cxxx. 5, 6). The morning surely
comes, and no disappointment chills the enlightened children of Christ's
grace!
IV. Earth owes fertility to the genial influence of the sun. If fields
are green and meadows are clad with verdure, if trees put forth their
leaves and blossoms bud, and fruits hang down in plenty, and crops
ripen and luxuriance fills the gardens, if food abounds for all earth's
inmates, if seasons in turn co-operate to bring plenty, we owe this
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multiplied luxuriance to the effects of light. The sun looks down and
earth responds in varied produGe. Sterility departs, abundance takes
its place.
Such is the vivifying work of Jesus. How cheerless and how barren
is man's heart until celestial visits fertilize. In nature's soil no grace
appears, no fruits of holiness enrich and gladden. But Christ's enlivening presence turns the wilderness into the garden of the Lord. Then
precious faith springs up and grows exceedingly. Then hope raises
its lovely head, and looks onward to the fulness of delight. The soul
flourishes as a well-stocked garden. Beauteous flowers emit enchanting
fragrance, and trees of righteousness are richly laden. The believer
under this influence is like" a tree planted by the rivers of water,
which bringeth forth its fruit in due season: his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper" (Ps. i. 3). "He is
as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by
the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be
green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall
cease from yielding fruit" (Jer. xvii. 8). The description is spiritually
realized, " How goodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob! and thy tabernacles,
o Israel! As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the
river's side, as the trees of lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, and
as cedar trees beside the waters" (Num. xxiv. 5, 6). Behold in
contrast the multitude who are strangers to the power of this Sun.
They are" like the chaff which the wind scattereth away." He is
the fruitful Christian who ever pitches his tent on the sunny side of
Zion's hill.
V. Warmth is the glad offspring of the sun. How changed is nature's
face when shivering winter frowns, and the sun's course is brief, and
oblique rays fall powerless! Chilling is the mantle which is spread
around. Vegetation droops. The groves are silent. The babbling
brooks are mute in icy chains, and dismal dreariness pervades each
scene.
How often is the soul subject to cold seasons! It is prone to rdapse
into pristine hardness. When the presence of the cheering Lord is
absent, duties are inertly performed, prayers freeze on the lips, former
lusts exert their deadly influence, indifference checks the flow of
spiritual exercise, ordinances no longer nourish, vigour for work is
bound by wintry fetters.
Such is the effect when the Sun of Righteousness withholds His visits.
Christ only can relax the hardness, and recall refreshing glows of joy.
His converse is the summer warmth. Hear the avowal of the disciples:
" Did not our hearts burn within us, when He talked with us by the
way ~" (Luke xxiv. 32). The sun obscured and the sun's blazing
warmth shows the contrast between Jesus withdrawn and Jesus
present. They who dread these benumbing seasons should never
cease the prayer, "0 Lord, quicken Thou me according to Thy Word."
VI. It has been said that healing efficacy resides in the sun, and
that diseases are banished by its rays. The Spirit seems to endorse
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this notion when He depicts the Sun of Righteousness arising" with
healing in His wings" (Mal. iv. 2). But if doubt veils this healing
quality, the cure of spiritual maladies beyond all controversy is exercised by Jesus. Heed His title, " I am the Lord tha,t healeth thee"
(Exod. xv. 26). Heed the well-known words, "Who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; Who healeth all thy diseases" (Ps. ciii. 3). How
thankful should we be that there is this" balm in Gilead, this Physician
there." For grievous ailments are man's doom. The hereditary evil
of inborn corruption, and the long train of maladies received by infection and connected with pollution, besiege our bodies. Truly" the
whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the
foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and putrifying sores" (Isa. i. 5, 6). But wherefore should our
souls thus groan and languish? In Jesus there is remedy for every
pain. Is it written in vain that in the days of His ministry on earth
" as many as touched the hem of His garment were made perfectly
whole"? (Matt. xiv. 36). Let then the cry approach the mercyseat, "Heal me, 0 Lord, and I shall be healed; for Thou art my
praise" (Jer. xvii. 14). The answer will not linger, "I will bring
health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the
abundance of peace and truth" (Jer. xxxiii. 6).
Many and obvious are the improvements from this teaching emblem.
Suffice to add, they who are animated and cheered and warmed by the
bright shining of tbis Sun will surely reflect His rays. They will obey
the invigorating call, " Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee" (Isa. Ix. i.). They will cause
their" light so to shine before men, ths,t they may see their good works,
and glorify their Father Which is in heaven." They will show that
" children of the light and of the day" is no unmeaning title (1 Thess.
v. 5).

SERMONETTE.
THE WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOD.-THE GIRDLE.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
" Stand therefore, having YOU1' loins girt about you with t1·uth."EPHESIANS vi. 14.
IN order to stand against the wiles or strategies of the devil, "the
whole armour of God" must be put on by His children. The first
piece of this armour named is the girdle of truth. "Stand therefore,
having your loins girt about with truth." God must be known as
the only living and true God (1 Thess. i. 9). This is the foundation
of all real vital Christianity. "This is life eternal," sa,id the Lord
Jesus, "that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, Whom Thou hast sent." And Christ Himself is the truth,
as He said, " I am the way, and the t1'uth, and the life; no man cometh
unto the Father, but by Me" (John xiv. 6). He promised, too, to
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send" the Spirit of truth," and said, "He shall testify of Me " (John
xv. 26), and that He would guide His disciples" into all truth" (John
xvi. 13), and hence His beloved Apostle John wrote: "We know that
the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding that we
may know Him that is true; and we are in Him that is true, even in
His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life " (1 John
v. 20).
The teaching concerning the Trinity of Persons in the Godhead,
and the salvation of the people of God through the love, grace and
mercy of the Father, the redemption of the Son, and the regenerating
power of the Holy Spirit, is the truth of God's Word, the Holy Scriptures. It is in the Holy Scriptures that the truth of God is found;
and it is remarkable how constantly their teaching is referred to as
the Truth, echoing the words of the Lord Jesus, " Thy Word is truth"
(John xvii. 17). Let us take one epistle of the Apostle Paul as an
example of this-the second Epistle to Timothy. In this short epistle,
he exhorts Timothy: "Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, n:ghtly div'iding the word
of truth" (2 Tim. ii. 15), and again: "In meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance
to the acknowledging of the truth" (v. 25). Again, he speaks of some
who" Ooncerning the truth lwve erred" (verse 18).
In the third chapter, in which the perilous times of the Jast days are
foretold and described, he speaks of some " Ever learning, and never
able to come to the knowledge of the truth" (verse 7). These" Resist
the truth" (verse 8).
Then, after treating of the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, he
solemnly charges Timothy, " Preach the Word . .. for the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine . . . and they shall
turn away their ears from the truth" (2 Tim. iv. 1-4).
Ministers sent of God, and believers who have learned the truth
in heart experience, from the Bible itself, will not speak of their views
or opinions of what the Scriptures teach, but rather of the truth (see
2 John 1, 2, 4, and 3 John 1-4).
If the people of God are thus, 5' girt about with truth," they will
be "No more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. iv. 14); but will be established in " The truth of the Gospel" (Gal. ii. 5, 14; Col. i. 5).

" THE will of God is the highest rule of justice; so that what He wills
must be considered just, for this very reason, 'because He wills it.
When it is inquired, therefore, why the Lord did so, the answer must
be, because He would. But if you go further, and ask why He so
determined, you are in search of something greater and higher than
the will of God, which can never be found."-John Oalvin.
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THE BROKEN HEART.
I HAVE lately been studying the memorable picture in St. Luke iv.,
in which we see our adorable Saviour, after His fierce temptation in
the wilderness, when the devil brought forth his specious arguments
and sights and was foiled. The victorious Overcomer departed into
Galilee; there He taught in their synagogues, " being glorified by aJI."
He went in the power of the Spirit, " and a fame went forth through
all the region round about." A halo of power, of love, and of grace,
illumined all His words and actions.
And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. He
was well known there, for He had dwelt and labouJ"ed and talked with
the Nazarenes. "As His custom was He went into the synagogue
on the Sabbath day." Note, dear reader, His Sabbath observance.
And what does He see, as He looks down now ~ I need not dilate.
We all painfully know that He gazes upon profanation of His Holy Day.
We look again in tbat synagogue at Nazareth on that memorable
day. "He stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto Him
the book of the prophet Esaias (Isaiah) 'When He had opened the
book (or as it is translated in Dr. Young's version) there was given
over to Him a roll of Isaiah the prophet, and, having unfolded the
roll, He found the place where it bath been written,
'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
Because He did anoint me;
To proclaim good news to the poor,
Sent me to heal the broken of heart,
To proclaim to captives deliverance,
And to blind receiving of sight,
To send away the bruised with deliverance,
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,'
and, having folded the roll, having given it back to tbe officer, He sat
down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue were gazing on Him. And
He began to say unto them, To-day hath this writing been fulfilled
in your ears. And all were bearing testimony to Him, and were
wondering at the gracious words that were coming forth out of His
mouth."
.
I quote these words because this translation presents a more vivid
picture of the unfolding of the roll.
We all know why He paused at this particular point. Because in
Isaiah's next passage the words are, "and the day of vengeance of
our God." For He Himself was the Anointed to proclaim good news to
the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, the blind, and the bruised.
He came to proclaim salvation and not vengeance, He came to comfort
all that mourn.
Most especially I wish to dwell upon the words, " He !lath sent me
to heal the brokenhearted." There are so many brokenhearted ones
in these sad days, the days, as I believe, immediately preceding His
coming. They are sad days because of profanations of His Name all
around, sad because the One Who died for us is ignored, is despised,
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is held up to scorn in His Word, in His Person, in His dealings, is
even wounded in the house of His friends. "What are these wounds
in Thy Hands ~ Then shall He answer, Those with which I was
wounded in the house of My friends." I have often felt, and no doubt
in common with all my readers, that wounds of the heart from friends
are deeper and more sore than from enemies. The pained" Et tu, Brute,"
is enacted over and over again in these days by word. But He Who
shareth all our woes understands the dear sufferer for Christ's sake.
" I was wounded in the house of My friends." "He hath sent Me to
heal the brokenhearted." "He sent Me to bind the broken of heart."
There has been one very sweet assertion given which has cheered me
(Ps. xxxiv. 18), " The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart." He is not a God far off from His beloved sufferers. Hc is
nigh. He sees their sorrows. He counts their tears. "Put Thou
my tears into Thy bottle." He preserves them-" Are they not in
Thy Book ~" he asks (Ps. lvi. 8), Thy Book of remembrance, Thy
Book of records. Thou art nem', 0 Lord, near to pardon, near to heal,
nigh at hand. He healeth the broken in heart, the contrite spirit. Is
thine a broken heart for sin, sin that dwelleth continually in thee ~
Does thy heart mourn for sin ~ Is it a contrite heart ~ 'Well, thy God
says, " I dwell . .. with him also that is of a contrite humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones" (Isa. lvii. 15).
He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. Just
think of it, His Hands binding up thy wounds, the pierced Hands.
Many thoughts surge the mind as we contemplate the binding, the
joining, the healing. Oh! brokenhearted one, "You break your
heart and grow heavy and forget that Christ hath your name engraven
on the palms of His hand in great letters." So wrote dear Samuel
Rutherford, the beloved Christ-lover who read the Master's heart
and the Master's hands in all dealings with His child.
Look up, " the Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart."
"He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds."
"He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted." Christ Himself the
Healer, the Sin-Bearer.
NETTlE.

A VOICE FROM THE PAST.
WE have recently been dipping into a volume on "An all-round
Ministry" by the late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon. One of its chapters is
an address on " The Evils of the Present Time." It might easily have
been written in reference to the evils of our day. For the sake of
variety we reproduce some of Mr. Spurgeon's comments. On the
great evil of questioning fundamental truth he says, " Brethren have
always differed on minor points, and it has not been unusual for us
to meet each other, and discuss matters of doctrine upon the basis
of Holy Scripture. All were agreed that, whatever Scripture said,
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should be decisive; and we only wished to ascertain what the Lord
had revealed. But another form of discussion has now arisen: men
question the Scriptures themselves. A deacon of one of our Churches
said, the other day, concerning a certain doctrine, ' Even if the Bible
said so, I would not believe it.' This is a new thing in our Israel. To
some the teaching of Scripture is not of final authority: their inner
consciousness, their culture, or some other unknown quantity, is their
fixed point, if they have a fixed point anywhere. The fount of inspiration is not now within the Book, and with the Holy Spirit, but within
the man's own intelligence. We have no longer, 'Thus saith the Lord' ;
but, ' Thus saith modern thought.'" This evil of questioning the great
foundation truth of the full inspiration of all Scripture is one of the
most serious evils of the present time. It is an evil prevalent not only
among those who are called Modernists, but it is an cvil greatly prevalent amongst many who still claim to be Evangelical. Liberal Evangelicals regard much of the Bible as legendary and fabulous, and they
deny the truth of many of our Lord's utterances, and reject His infallible
testimony to the full truth of the Old Testament Scriptures. Against
such an evil we would warn all our readers. Either the Bible is true,
or it is not true. It claims to be inspired and authoritative throughout.
Again, either our Lord spoke the truth, or Hc did not. If we reject
part of the Bible, or part of His testimony ,ve must reject the whole.
It must be all or none.
Another evil to which the famous preacher draws attention is that
many attack the truth by misrepresenting or distorting it. "They
designedly harp upon some one doctrine as though it were all we
believed; or, at least, the chief point of our teaching. They know
that wc hold much more of truth, and that we do not make this one
point prominent; but this they willingly forget, that they may make
up a case against us." This is an evil that exists to-day. Those
who take a prominent part in the Protestant controversy are often
thought incapable of doing anything else than lecturing on Protestant
topics. They are regarded as men who do nothing else than preach
or lecture against Sacerdotal error, and as men who are incapable of
preaching a missionary or a Gospel sermon, or giving a devotional
address. Another evil is " the want of decision for the truth among
truly good men; those who are our brethren in the faith of our Lord
Jesus, but who do not seem to have made up their minds as to
separation from error. Good easy men, they are all for peace!" It
is to be feared that this evil is very prevalent at the present time,
the spirit of compromise is abroad. Fellowship with erroneous teachers
is practised. It seems to be thought that Christian courtesy demands
that dignitaries in the Church should be invited into Evangelical
pulpits, however much they are identified with Sacerdotalism or
Modernism. But surely loyalty to God and His truth, and love to
Him should always come first. Should it not be frankly recognized
that large numbers of our leading men in all the denominations are
really false teachers, and, if so, we are to beware of them? Our
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Master says, " Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's
clothing." Men may be charming in their manners and be rightly
described as men of learning, but if they deny the sole Priesthood of
our Lord Jesu~ Christ, and the truth of His inspired Word they are
to be avoided. "Come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive
you."
Another evil is the insatiable craving for amusements. On this
Mr. Spurgeon says, " It never was the business of the Christian Church
to supply the world with amusements. Did Christ found His Church
that it might offer to the public tablectux vivants, and living waxworks? "
Finally, in reference to the decline in Church attendance he says,
"There has been a growing pandering to sensationalism; and, as
this wretched appetite increases in fury the more it is gratified, it is
at last found to be impossible to meet its demands. Those who have
introduced all sorts of attractions into their services have themselves
to blame if people forsake their more sober teachings, and demand
more and more of the noisy and the singular."

"CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM,
FOR HE CARETH FOR YOU."
(1 PETER v. 7.)
ENGAGING argument; here let me rest
With humble confidence and faith entire.
What less than this can calm my troubled breast?
What more can my dist,rustful heart desire?
Encouraged by so full, so sweet a word,
Fain would my soul .forbid intruding fears;
To thee, almighty Father, gracious Lord,
Fain would I bring my load of anxious cares.
But can a vile, a guilty, creature dare
Aspire to hope for favours so divine ?
Aspire to claim an interest in Thy care,
Or boldly eall the glorious blessing mine?

o

let Thy Spirit's sacred influence seal
The kind assurance to my doubting soul,
The pardoning love, Thy tender care reveal;
The blissful view shall all my fears control.
MISS ANNE STEELE.
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SMALL THINGS.

" Who hath despised the day of small things? "-ZECHARIAH iv. 10.

EXAMINING one portion of Scripture with other parts of the Word of
God dealing with the same subject, it would appear that the second
temple, the one built after the Jews returned from the seventy years'
captivity, seemed as nothing in the sight of the elder men, in comparison with the glorious and costly temple, for which David made such
marvellous preparations, and which Solomon, his son, was permitted
and enabled to erect (compare 2 Sam. vii. 2, 12-17; 1 Kings v. 2-18 ;
vi.; viii.; Ezra iii. 12-13; Hag. ii, 3). They looked at " outward
appearances" (1 Sam. xvi. 7), they overlooked the reality that the
presence of God over the mercy seat, was that which constituted the
true glory of both buildings.
In rebuking not only" the chief of the fathers," but also" the priests
and Levites," who were equally "ancient men" (Ezra iii. 12) for
despising the efforts of those who were engaged in rebuilding the
temple, as well as belittling the edifice itself, the Lord added that
Zerubbabel, who had been instrumental in having the foundations laid,
should also see it finished (Zech. iv. 9), and further the Lord said, " the
glory of tMs latter house shall be greatel' than that of the former" (Hag.
ii. 9). Solomon's temple did not have the personal presence of the
Lord Jesus as the second temple had, and His presence it was that
gave this latter its special glory (Matt. xii. 6).
Since God forbids any of His professed people to " despise the day
of small things," when these" small things" relate to His actions or
His appearances on behalf of His children, it is surely becoming and
necessary for those who reverence Him to consider well what has been
the great outcome of some of His (seemingly) small things.
Space forbids an exhaustive dealing with the whole subject, but a
few instances can be referred to and others "ill come to light as the
Scriptures are searched.
The children of Israel were in the wilderness on their way to the
" promised land." After a short time their supplies of material food
came to an end. They recalled- some of the luxuries of Egypt; they
thought of "the fish and the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the
onions and the garlick" (Num. xi. 4-5), and this led to murmuring.
Their action greatly displeased God, but" the Lord is merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth" (Exod.
xxxiv. 6), and when the early morning mist had disappeared from the
earth, there lay beneath, where the heavy mist had been, "a small
round thing, as small as the hoar frost." "And Moses said . . . This
is the bread which the Lord hath given you to cat," and the people
called it" manna" (Exod. xvi. 14, 15, 31). This" small round thing"
was in the Lord's hand so great a matter that the thousands of Israel
were adequately nourished by it during their forty years' wandering
in the wilderness. "Behold (i.e., take notice), the Lord's hand is not
shortened. He can still save" (Isa. lix. 1). It is as easy for Him to
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help by means of those who have no power (" small things") as by
those who have great might (see 2 Chron. xiv. 11). He still feeds His
people (spiritually) by His Word-that Word which is so despised
to-day, and by the faithful preaching of those who, from the human
standpoint, are weak and feeble.
Earthen pitchers and trumpets (probably rams' horns) are, in man's
sight, feeble and" small things" with which to fight a well armed and
disciplined host, but they were mighty, when used by God's command
and in implicit trust in Him. The well-trained forces of Midian and
Amalek fled before Gideon's three hundred men armed with the power
and authority of God, and carrying "pitchers," "torches" and
" trumpets" (Judges vii. 19-22). God's servants are but "earthen
vessels" (2 Cor. iv. 7), but when they go forth at God's command,
carrying the Light of Truth and proclaiming it with the clearness of
a trumpet sound, the promise is that these weapons shall be " mighty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds" (2 Cor. x. 3-5).
A piece of string, a small portion of leather and a smooth stone are
not great articles to look at. Few people would grow enthusiastic over
such feeble things, but when God bade David take his sling and go forth
to meet the dreaded leader of the Philistine army, God put such force
into the stone that darted forth from David's sling, and gave it such
direction, that the stone pierced the giant's forehead, and he sank to the
ground mortally wounded. "There is nothing too hard for the Lord"
(Jer. xxxii. 27). God easily pierced Goliath's skull with that" small
thing "-" a smooth stone from the brook" (1 Sam. xvii. 40) and when
God uses His servants to proclaim His Word, He still causes some
message, as He sees fit, to find its way into even the hardest heart, and
the most obstinate will can be made to fall before Him and seek for
pardon and salvation.
God still has a use for true Davids, but they must be men and
women willing to do His work in His way and with His weapons. Th~
smooth" pebbles" of His Word will still be employed by God to overthrow even the mightiest opponent.
An earthquake is a terrible and a mighty energy; so, too, is a strong,
wild wind, blowing with hurricane -force, but when God would arouse
His servant Elijah from crushing despondency, He did not address
Elijah with either of these, but with" a still small voice" (1 Kings xix.
12). That" still small voice" had a wonderful effect upon Elijah.
He was no more despondent. He listened to it, he regarded it, he was
obedient to it, and God raised up Elisha to be his companion and
fellow-helper (1 Kings xix. 19, 20). Elijah's obedience to that" still
small voice" cannot be dissociated from the later statement, " Elijah
went up by a whirlwind into heaven" (2 Kings ii. 11). What a
difference it would have made had Elijah been" disobedient unto the
heavenly vision" (see Acts xxvi. 19).
God still speaks to men and women by the "still small voice" of
His Word, and He says, " To-day if ye will hear My voice, harden not
your hearts" (Heb. iv. 7) and He shows how some of old did harden
37
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their hearts and how they perished as the result (Hb. iii. 15-19).
Unbelief is a far more dangerous evil than is commonly supposed.
Unbelief closed the gates to the" promised land" to most of the adult
members of Israel who came out of Egypt; and unbelief will close
heaven's gates to all who reject the Word of Him, Who says, " This is
My beloved Son, hear ye Him" (Matt. xvii. 5), and the Beloved Son
says, " I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me " (John xiv. 6), therefore, " Come unto Me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt.
xi. 28). Because this precious Saviour is " meek and lowly in heart"
(Matt. xi. 29) many "despise and reject" Him (Isa. liii. 3). They
think His Word, His Day and His Gospel are" small things" and so
" despise" them, but in so doing they despise Him to Whom the Ward,
the Day and the Gospel belong, and in despising Him, which really
amounts to hatred, they" hate the Father also" (see John xv. 23).
If God's" still small voice" has, in the past, spoken to any reader,
and if it has been disregarded, let such take heed to that voice now,
lest it be their bitter future cry, " The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and I am not saved" (Jer. viii. 20).
P. 1. B.
PURPOSE IN THE UNIVERSE.
SIR A. FLEMING ON TREND OF SCIENCE.
AN UNCERTAIN STAGE.
IN the annual address as President of the Victoria Institute at the
Central Hall, Westminster, yesterday, Sir Ambrose Fleming, F.R.S.,
spoke at length on " Some recent scientific discoveries and theories,"
mainly in the field of astronomics and gravitation.
He dwelt on the advances that had been made in our general
knowledge of the physical Cosmos, that was of the stellar universe
generally; on the discoveries with regard to radiation, of which what
we called light was only a very limited portion; on the progress in
knowledge concerning the ultimate nature of matter; and on investigations respecting gravitation and its connection with other physical
agencies. He said explanations which seemed perfectly valid when
based on a certain limited range of observed facts might fail totally
to account for others which might subsequently be discovered. Hence
our scientific theories or hypotheses were in a continual state of flux
and that which was cherished to-day might have to be abandoned
to-morrow.
The general trend of scientific thought of to-day was that we were
by no means as certain and cocksure as were our predecessors in the
middle of the last century that we had reached finality in our investigations of Nature. On the contrary, matters that seemed plain to them
were very obscure to us. "There is in the minds of many scientific
workers a strong sense that there are evidences of purpose and design
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in natural phenomena which are not the result of chance, though at
the same time there is much which seems 1:<> us at present purposeless
and meaningless. The quantitative or numerical aspects of multitudes
{)f phenomena suggest that the physical universe is not so much a
thing as a thought, and thought implies a thinker. There are unquestionable evidences that the material universe had a beginning in the
sense that it has not endured in its present form for an infinite past,
nor can it be the result of a chance development, although our modern
investigations have enormously enhanced our ideas of its age and size.
CREATIVE POWER.

" There seems to be proof that the physical Universe is not in itself
-eternally enduring, but is, as it were, wasting away and moving towards
a state in which some fresh act of creation will be required if physical
phenomena, as we know them, are to continue. It is not, therefore,
self-produced or self-maintained, but the result of a Creative power,
and requires a continually operative Directive Agency. There are
unquestionably in the physical Universe things that stimulate our
appreciation of order, beauty, adaptation, numerical relations, and
purpose in our minds-we who are thinking, feeling persons-and
llence the qualities which excite these psychic reactions must have
been bestowed on the Universe by a Sentient Intelligence at least as
personal as ourselves."
Sir Ambrose added that much of the instruction put forth in the
press, magazines, and popular books on the subject of science was
uncritical, and half-baked scientific hypotheses were often accepted
as scientific knowledge. There was a widespread effort to discard
definite belief in Creation by adherence to a vague doctrine of Evolution,
which had no solid basis of proof. This was seen in connection with
some popular teaching on the subjects of biology and anthropology.
Confident statements on the evolution of humanity from the animal
races, and the enormous age-even millions of years---()ver which this
development by natural selection had extended, were put forward for
public acceptance as facts, while no sufficient evidence for them was
vouchsafed. At the same time it was difficult to secure attention to
.or publication for the arguments or facts opposing those conclusions.
Hence there was abundant room and even necessity for such a society
as the Victoria Institute, which afforded a platform on which could
be discussed questions lying on the borderland of science, philosophy,
and religion.-The Times, June 7th last.
In the above brief report of an address recently delivered by Sir
Ambrose Fleming, F.R.S., D.Sc., there are one or two statements
which we would specially emphasize.
1. First, Sir Ambrose said, "Our scientific theories or hypotheses
were in a continual state of flux and that which was cherished to-day
might have to be abandoned to-morrow." This is an admission which
we need continually to remember when scientific theories are quoted
to prove that some Biblical statements are unscientific and untrue.
So-called science has not yet spoken its la&t word.
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Scientific doctrines which are taught to-day are seen to be untenable
to-morrow. Why then should we doubt the truth of our Bibles
because of some new scientific theory? No real scientific fact can
contradict the Word of the Lord. Believing as we do, on the authority
of our Lord and His inspired apostles, that the Bible is plenarily
inspired, and therefore infallibly true, we stand unmoved by the
shifting theories of scientific and fallible men.
The late Mr. Spurgeon said, "The rock of God's Word does not
shift, like the quicksand of modern scientific theology. One said tohis minister, 'My dear sir, surely you ought to adjust your beliefs
to the progress of science?' 'Yes,' said he, 'but I have not had time
to do it to-day, for I have not yet read the morning papers.' One
would have need to read the morning papers and take in every new
edition to know whereabout scientific theology now stands; for it isalways chopping and changing. The only thing that is certain about
the false science of this age is that it will be soon disproved. Theories,
vaunted to-day, will be scouted to-morrow. The great scientists live'
by killing those who went before them. They know nothing for
certain, except that their predecessors were wrong. Even in one
short life we have seen system after system-the mushrooms, or rather
the toadstools, of thought, rise and perish. We cannot adapt our
religious belief to that which is more changeful than the moon. Try
it who will: as for me, if ' The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it, r
it is truth to me in this year of grace 1888; and if I stand amongst
you a gray-headed old man somewhere in 1908, you will find me
making no advance upon the Divine ultimatum."-(Sermon on The
Infallibility of Scripture, No. 2013, p. 153).
2. Secondly, Sir Ambrose said, "There seems to be p1'00f that the
physical Universe is not in itself eternally enduring, but is, as it were,
wasting away and moving towards (b st(bte in which some f1'esh (bet of
creation will be 1'equired if physical phenomena, as we know them, (bre
to continue."
We are not dependent on men of science for this information. The
Bible itself tells us that, " The heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up" (2 Peter iii. 10.
See also Ps. cii. 25, 26; Isa. 1. 6).
The Bible also tells us that God will" create new heavens and a.
new earth" (Isa. lxv. 17; lxvi. 22; 2 Pet. iii. 13; Rev. xxi. 1).
3. Thirdly, Sir Ambrose speaks of " A vague doctrine of evolution,
which had no solid basis of proof. . . . Confident statements on the
evolution of humanity from the animal races, and the enormous ageeven millions of years-over which this development by natural selection
had extended, were put forward for public acceptance as facts, WHILE
NO SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE FOR THEM WAS VOUCHSAFED. At the same
time it was difficult to secure attention to or publication for the arguments
or facts opposing those conclusions."
Sir Ambrose Fleming is himself a doctor of science. It is therefore
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refreshing to read his view of the doctrine of Evolution-a doctrine
which involves a denial of the Bible account of the creation of man,
and also a denial of the Fall, and therefore of the need of redemption
by the blood of Christ.
=======

IN RETURNING AND REST.
SAMUEL'S circuit being completed, year by year, so we read in the
closing verses of 1 Samuel vii., "his return was to Ramah, for there
was his house, and there he judged Israel, and there he built an altar
unto the Lord." He no longer lived in Shiloh, as when Eli was alive.
Shiloh was now but a memory. Eli, Hophni, Phineas and his wife
were all dead, and, with the Ark, the glory of the place had departed.
How heavy God's judgment had been, as He Himself said, " When I
begin, I will also make an end." But it was in Shiloh that the Lord
appeared to Samuel, and gave him His word, and revealed Himself
to him. No change of place could alter or erase that glory. When
the Lord said, " Samuel, Samuel," and he answered, " Speak, for Thy
servant heareth," an eternity of communion was begun. And now
the judge of Israel, the prophet and intercessor lived in Ramah;
had returned to the place where he was born, perhaps to the very
house, " and there he built an altar unto the Lord." Be the devastations of the past what they might, God remained eternal and in all
places where He recorded His Name, still and ever He came with
blessing. Perhaps Samuel sang there (if indeed the burdens of his
heart left him the power to sing) what his mother taught him-what
God taught him-" He will keep the feet of His saints." It was He
that kept Naomi's feet in her going out and in her sorrowful coming
home again. He had kept Jacob's feet in his banishing, and until
he retraced his steps and laid Isaac his father to rest. The Lord
says, " I will bring My people again, as I did sometime from the deep
of the sea." He brought David again to Jerusalem through depths of
sorrow and difficulty, but Absalom returned no more. No word
of grace and mercy reached his ear such as came to the prodigal when
he said, " I will arise and go to my father." He was led as God leads
His people back with weeping and with supplication. There seems
to be an amazing wealth of peace in the fact that God brings His
people bMk to Himself. It is as if they had been there before. He
loved them before they left Him, and He calls them to their native
place, to His own company and love. The whole life of God in the
soul is a return to Him. "Come and let us return to the Lord," the
Church says in Hosea vi., when the Lord's hand had been heavy upon
them while He wrought repentance in them. The repentance is the
going back to Him.
I was thinking of many instances of return, actual and spiritual,
of the Lord's promise that after He has pulled down He will return
and build up. Christ Himself said that in like manner as He left,
so He will come back to us here. And the apostles, leaving their
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fishing for good, preached everywhere that men should seek the God
Who brought Adam and Eve back to Himself, Who before the final
blessing of His word says, "Whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely." Thinking thus one evening, I opened the Bible on to
Jeremiah xxxii., and read (looking no further than verse 33), "they
have turned unto Me the back, and not the face, though I taught
them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not harkened
to receive instruction." I seemed to feel sad, and said to myself,
" Why not be as willing to take a reproof that one's eyes light on as
to take promises of good and comfort?" And yet it was David's
prayer that God should search him and know his heart, try him, and
know his ways. Was his not a prayer of confidence and hope, when
he, as it were, left it to God to see if there was any wicked way in
him, and to lead him in the way everlasting? It is one of the greatest
mercies that His people have, that the Lord cleanses them from secret
faults. They could not endure if He showed them themselves, their
hearts as He sees them. David as it were left it with Him to see
and to restore, and in the verse in Jeremiah it reads as if the Lord
was speaking to Himself of all the ways of His chosen ones. Well,
whether depressed or not, I glanced at the heading of the chapter
and it said, "God promises a gracious return." How very sweet,
when my thoughts had been on returning. So it is that the Lord
takes His way. The end of the chapter was all about promised good.
If we turn at His reproofs, we return to our rest in Christ, and know
that the Lord has dealt bountifully with us.
FOLLOWER-ON.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY.
•, LORD, help me " (Matt. xv. 25). How fuU of interest is the narrative
in which these words occur. Jesus went into the coasts of Tyre and
Sidon, but His fame had preceded Him. Did our Lord go there for
rest and quiet, or did He go on purpose to do this act of kindness?
Immediately after the record of this miracle we are told that " He
came unto the Sea of Galilee." At all events to this woman it was
a very memorable visit.
There are times when what we have written needs to be pruned
~f superfluous words, but in this heart's cry of a distressed mother
no one word is unnecessary, nor can one be spared. By how many,
and upon what diverse occasions, have these three words been all
that could be said in supplication. But then what more is required
in the trying hour than such an appeal as, " Lord, help me ! "
It is a little prayer expressing intense need. No doubt this poor
woman had tried every possible means which held out any promise
of relief for her dear child; and every means had failed. The knowledge of the wonderful power of the Prophet of Galilee had extended
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to these coasts, and, now that He is in the country where she dwells,
she determines to seek His aid. Her appeal to Him was possibly her
last ray of hope. Her sorrow was great, her need was urgent, and
when it seems, even now, her quest may be fruitless, all the anguish
of her soul was concentrated into that penetrating cry, "Lord, help
me!" There is often more real prayer in such short petitions than
in finer performances.
It was a little prayer manifesting great wisdom. Her appeal was
made direct to Him 'Vho was able to help.
"Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear;
All because we do not carry
Everything to Him in prayer."
The disciples said, " Send her away; for she crieth after us." Oh,
no, it was not they at all that she wanted; she knew the purport of
her errand, and who it was she sought. Not to the disciples did she
call, but to their Master. And, then, you notice that she had no
suggestion to offer as to how He should act. "Help me," 'that was
all. Are there not many times when with ideas of our own as to
what is necessary to be done we draw near to the Lord, and hope
that He may fall in with our plans ~ She had none such. How much
wiser to leave all this to Him Who is too wise to err. The woman
leaves the method to His wisdom. Do as Thou wilt, only help me.
It was a little prayer which displayed great faith. Just read the
narrative through and note the discouragements against which faith
strove. At the first the Lord let her cry and made no response. "He
answered her not a word." Oh, those silences, how perplexing!
Then she heard the unsympathetic words concerning her-a stranger" Send her away." But, see, the Lord has stopped and turned to
her. Is He about to grant her request ~ Ah, how like to a rebuff
appear the words that He speaks. "I am not sent but to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel." Yet faith, clings and still she says,
"Lord, help me"; and taking the lowest place she is content to be
classed with the dogs, but urges that even then the dogs eat of the
crumbs. Then from the lips of Him Who ever judges exactly fell
the commendation, " 0, woman, great is thy faith."
Is not this little prayer very comprehensive? How much is comprised
in that small word" help "~ Does it not mean, do all that is necessary to be done in order that I may have relief ~ Oh, yes, this little
prayer is large, and not only does it plead for everything to be done
that is necessary, but it fits into all those circumstances which arise
and make us feel our utter helplessness. "Lord, help me." In those
words helplessness is linked with omnipotence.
It is a suitable prayer for every needy one. The young learn its
value, and the old do not outgrow it. In health we may well pray
thus, so that we may use that health to His glory, and in sickness
we speak the words with deep feeling, for we know how much we
need His helping hand. When His gifts fall copiously, we ask for help
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in order that His blessings may not be abused, and when need presses
sorely we look up with this prayer to Him Who can supply our every
need. In warfare, witnessing or service, what are we by ourselves ~
Then, too, the cry comes to our lips and expresses our heart's desire
as we crave help from Him Who is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, and yet again we say-Lord, help me.
This little prayer met with great success. What more could she
desire than this ~ "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt." And her
daughter was made whole from that very hour. So, though faith
was sorely tried, she obtained her petition.
What is thy need? The Lord is equal to all emergencies. As you
say these words to Him in prayer, "Lord, help me," take comfort
from the words which He has said to thee in promise, " fear not, I will
help thee."
A PROFITABLE LESSO .
IT is often the case that a trivial circumstance of daily life is used
to convey a needed and fruitful lesson of instruction or reproof. Some
months ago I dropped my watch, without any apparent injury at
the time. But recently the minute-hand moved irregularly, sometimes remaining still for twenty minutes. On my taking it to the
watchmaker he found that the minute-hand had become partly
detached f1'Om the pivot. Very gently and skilfully he first removed
it, and then pressed it into its proper place.
During the day I failed to read the intended lesson; but in the
retirement of the midnight hour I perceived it very clearly. The
Prophet Zechariah "saw by night"; and often the mental powers
are more active by night than by day. What I saw most vividly
was that there are two hands in the face of a watch, and that while
the hour-hand may be taken to represent the life of God in the soul,
which is imperishable, the minute-hand may represent the more
perceptible movements of our daily life. It is scarcely possible to
perceive the motion of the hour-hand; but that of the larger hand
is easily measured. Then came- to me with great reproving force the
consciousness that if our daily walk becomes "detached from the
pivot" it will be irregular and fitful.
Is there not a danger of becoming irregular in our approaches to
the throne of grace? When this is the case there will be a decline
in a tender walk in the fear of God. Is it not possible to become
slack in our devoted love to the Word of God? When this is so, it
will surely manifest itself sooner or later either to ourselves or to
others, and always to God. In every part of a Christian's life
" detachment from the pivot" will lead to loss and sorrow of heart.
My conscience pleads verily guilty to the midnight indictment,
and now I pass it on to the consideration of my fellow-heirs of the
grace of life.
Oricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
A WORD TO OUR READERS.
OUR readers will be interested to hear that the Annual Meeting of
the Trustees of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE was held on Friday, July 22nd,
in London.
The balance sheet for the year 1931 was read and considered. This
showed that the donations for The Gospel Magazine Fund had fallen
considerably during the year, due, no doubt, to the prevailing bad
trade. Notwithstanding this, however, we have been able to pay our
way, and to close the year with a small balance. This was partly due
to the sale of Libeml Evangelicalism Criticized, and other re-prints,
tbe income of which was added to the Fund, and partly to a cbeering
rise in the sale of the MAGAZINE as compared with the year 1930.
We thank God for the measure of encouragement He has thus given.
" We'll praise Him for all that is pasb,
And trust Him for all that's to come."

It is our earnest desire, however, that the usefulness of the MAGAZINE
should be increased by an enlarged circulation. Though we know
that the Magazine can never be really popular while it adheres to
distinctive truth, we feel that there are probably a large number of
godly people who are unaware of the existence of the MAGAZIKE, and
who would become subscribers if it were brought to their notice.
We again express the hope, therefore, that all our readers, at home
and abroad, will use their influence constantly to this end. In cases
where our readers know that the teaching of the MAGAZINE would be
likely to be valued, a copy might be sent now and again, and the
recipients urged to become subscribers.
Lately, one of our readers told us tbat the MAGAZINE had been in
his family for sixty years, and he sent us 60 shillings for the Fund
as a gift of appreciation. Once the MAGAZINE gains a foothold in a
family it often remains there.
The Trustees are very grateful for the liberal support which so many
of our readers give by sending donations to The Gospel Magazine
Fund.
They hope that such support may be continued, and that the
prayers of our readers may continually ascend for the blessing of the
Lord to descend upon the writers and readers of the MAGAZINE, and
for His smile upon this monthly effort to spread abroad the knowledge
of the full Gospel of His grace.

SIR ISAAC NEWTON wrote, " I can take my telescope and look millions
and millions of miles into space, but I can lay it aside and go into
my room, and get down on my knees in earnest prayer and see more
of heaven, and get closer to God than I can assisted by all the telescopes
and material agencies of earth."-Quoted in The Evangelical Quarterly.
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)1loung folks' page.

"I KNOW."
How delightful it is to be quite BUTe about the things which matter
most! Can each of my young readers say with the Apostle Paul.
" I know that in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing" ?
(Rom. vii. 18.) No one believes this important truth until the Holy
Spirit begins the work of grace in the heart. N attl1'ally we imagine
ourselves to be able to do all kinds of good things. The Lord Jesus
taught the same truth, when He said, " Without Me ye can do nothing."
The awakened sinner realizes his guilt, and flees to the One Who is
"mighty to save."
The believer can then say from the heart; " I know Whom I have
believed." What a mercy if you can say this! One of my most
valued possessions is a well-worn copy of Daily Light, used for several
years by a dear son who was taken to heaven from the battlefield
on July 3rd, 1916. It was ·re-bound for me some years ago, and I
use it every day. He evidently found it a great help in his spiritual
life. Many texts were underlined as they appealed to him, and in
some cases in the margin the date was written. Three times this
text is quoted, and each time it is underlined. In one case he wrote
in the margin, "1908. Signed H. H." You can imagine the joy
which comes as I remember that he was then eighteen years of age,
and was able to say without hesitation, "I know Whom I have
believed." It is such a joy to have so many indications in the book
that the Holy Spirit was working in his young heart. In one case
where the first text is" What wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? "
he has written, " All will be well ." He knew Whom he believed.
" I know" occurs in Psalm lvi. 9, where we read, "When I cry
unto Thee, then shall mine enemies turn back; this I know; for God
is for me." What a great encouragement to prayer! The Lord is
able to tum back enemies of every kind. So we can cry unto Him
when attacked by spiritual enemies, and be quite sure that He is able
to turn them back, and thus to give us victory over sin. The short
earnest cry, " Lord, help me! " will bring a speedy answer from our
gracious God.
In the longest Psalm in the Bible, we read in the seventy-fifth verse,
" I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me." Oh! the sweetness of being enabled by the
Holy Spirit to say the words from the heart when passing through
trial! May these four uses of "I know" bring blessing to all our
hearts! The late Miss Havergal gives us some beautiful lines on
I know in " Loyal Responses." I will just quote two verses.
"I know the crimson stain of sin,
Defiling all without, within;
But now rejoicingly I know
That He has washed me white as snow.
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I praise Him for the cleansing tide,
Because I know that Jesus died. !
I know the shrinking and the fear,
When all seems wrong. and nothing clear;
But now I gaze upon His Throne,
And faith sees all His foes o'erthrowD,
And I can wait till He explains,
Because I know that Jesus reigns."

E. A. H.
THE CAT AND THE PIGEON.
(A WORD TO YOUNG READERS.)
ON a Wednesday morning in July of this year, I was looking through.
one of the windows of the Vicarage, when I saw a beautiful pigeon
walking in the garden. Presently a cat appeared, and walked cautiously
towards it. The pigeon, however, became aware that the cat was
drawing near, and flew to a branch of a tree out of its reach. It
occurred to me that the cat is like the devil. We are told by the
Apostle Peter that" the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking
whom he may devour" (1 Pet. v. 8). The cat wanted to devour the
pigeon., and the devil wants to devour and to injure those who are
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Now the pigeon, no doubt, kept
his eyes and his ears open, and when he knew he was in danger he
fled to a place of safety. So the apostle says Christians need to be
sober and vigilant or watchful. They need to watch and pray for
God's help, because the devil walks about and seeks to devour them.
Christians have a place of safety to which they can flee from the
devil's power. We read of it in the Book of Proverbs. In the
eighteenth chapter and tenth verse we read, " The name of the Lord
is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." The
pigeon may also be likened to an awakened sinner. When a boy or
girl knows he or she is a sinner, and in danger of hell, the Holy Spirit
will lead him or her soon or later to flee to Christ for safety. The
Lord Jesus died for sinners on the cross, and every young sinner who
trusts in His merits shall not perish, but have everlasting life. The
Lord Jesus is the only Saviour of sinners. "He is able to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him" (Heb. vii. 25).
The devil cannot devour those who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

" AUGUSTINE, and after him most Augustinians, distinguished (1) The
liberty of man before the fall, which was an ability either to sin or
not to sin. (2) The state of man since the fall, when he has liberty
to sin, but not to good. (3) The state of man in heaven when he has
liberty to good, but not to evil. This last is the highest form of'
liberty. This is the liberty which belongs to God."-Dr. O. Badge's
" Systematic Theology," Vol. Il, p. 292.
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Qtotttsponllence.
THE LATE REV. F. J. HAMILTON, D.D.
To the EcZitor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
1, ELLISTON ROAD, REDLAND,
BRISTOL 6.
Aug. 4th, 1932.
"My DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" I was so grateful to see the sermon by the late dear Dr. Hamilton
in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I had often wished to hear that wonderful
discourse over again. It was so weighty and profound, and blessedly
true and establishing, as it fell from his grace-constrained lips that
sacred evening which closed the Clifton Conference of 1900. Well do
I remember the words expressive of deep appreciation of it from the
beloved Convener afterwards.
"Dear Dr. Hamilton! I always held him in very high esteem
:and Christian love for the truth's sake, whilst feeling he was so far
.ahead of some of us, and yet so blessedly sustained in a meek spirit.
He was doubtless borne upon many hearts, who were even strangers
in the flesh, when the sorrow of his life overtook him during the Great
War. vVhata chastened, hallowed spirit prevailed in all his writings,
and how greatly blessed were his literary labours in connection with
The English Churchman at that time, not sparing himself in his faithful
witnessing, although carrying such a heart of sorrow.
" I had the great privilege once of speaking with him in his editorial
Toom in London, at dear Mr. Arnold's kind suggestion and introduction,
and there we found the profound scholar in the plainest of rooms and
{lertainly bare of any luxury or comfort, with all his papers and writings
heaped about him, and yet graciously willing to turn from them for
.a brief time to converse on Divine truths with one who felt herself
to be ' but a little child' in his presence. And thus we cherish sacred
memories as saint after saint is being taken from us. May we be
by God's enabling grace' followers of them who through faith and
patience now inherit the promises.'
" With best Christian regards, believe me to be,
" Yours very truly,
" RUTH COWELL."

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-If the Lord spare us we shall at the end of September
-finish another year of labour in the b09k mission, and we would value
the help of friends so that the accounts shall close free of debt. One
of our distributors writes: "Dear Mr. Brider,-Thank you very much
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for the nice parcel for the men in barracks, also for the books and nicecards which will be suitable to pass on to the children of the married
families. There are about 100 children or more in about sixty
families. I think the parcel you have sent me will be very good for
the lads, and I shall be very grateful for magazines, tracts, New Testa-ments whenever you can send me some for free distribution. I am
not able to buy any, but if you can, dear brother, keep me supplied
with such literature for the soldiers, I shall have a real joy in passing
them on to them. Again I say thank you, the Lord bless you."
This is but one of our distributors who asks for help from the book
mission, and if only our friends could see how much the literature is
valued by the men they would rejoice. Calls come to us from all
directions, and we need the further financial support of all friend:;;
of the soldier and sailor.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol 4, August, 1932.

lItatuHant lSearon.
REASONS WHY MUSICAL SERVICE IS WRONG.
By THE LATE REV. JAMES NEIL, M.A.
MUSICAL SERVICE IS WRONG.
IV.-As SENSUOUS.
7. Because there are but two kinds of worship. The one is
SENSUOUS, where forms are used, not for order alone in all that IS
essential to acts of public prayer or praise, but for beauty, and to
please the senses. The other is SPIRITUAL, and only needs or permits
of outward forms in so far as they are necessary for the natural and
ordinary expression of the emotions of the heart in all that is required
by decency and order. And this latter, as we gather from all the
Anti-Nicene writings, was the kind of worship which prevailed
throughout the Church universal for the first 300 years of its existence.
Many are now saying that singing and music kindle in their hearts
strong devotional feelings, and urge such a statement as a reason for
singing prayer. But the answer to this is short and conclusive.
Singing and music in the form of songs of praise are, at best, the effect
not the cause of devotion, they are not its originating source, but its
open expression. Singing and music, like their sister art, poetry,
natu1'ally kindle fleshly, not spiritual feeling. Witness the millions in
all lands who listen to the grandest sacred music as a worldly pastime,
and come away unmoved by any feelings of true holiness. Indeed,
the more unspiritual, carnal, and the deader the churches have become,
the more-as Evangelical men must well know-they have turned to
the aid of Musical Service; and the moment such churches have been
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'reformed this kind of service has been at once, to a large extent, if
not entirely, given up. Besides, if it were really true that singing
prayer kindles devotion, men ought surely to have Musical Service at
family prayer, and, above all, at the chief times of worship to followers·
of Christ-namely, their private approaches to God. (Matt. vi. 5, 6.)
8. Because if sensuous worship be regarded as right and acceptable
to God, then no consistent line can possibly be drawn short of the
most ornate and elaborate ritual that our time, talent, and means
place within our power. A minister, choir, or congregation may say,
" we do not intend to go beyond a certain point," but this is merely
arbitrary and wholly unjustifiable, for whatever God really requires
at our hands, whatever in worship is truly for His honour, we are
bound to give Him in perfection and without stint. As a matter of
fact, wherever the principle of sensuous worship has been fully
accepted, as for instance in the Roman, Greek, Greek-Catholic,
Armenian, Georgian, S}TJ:ian, Nestorian, Coptic, and Maronite churches,
it has led, without exception, to the lowest depths of ritualistic
~xtravagance, worldly ceremonial, and lifeless formalism.
9. Because young people, when they have once become accustomed
to this kind of worship, prefer, as all experience shows, to attend
those services where there is the most and the most elaborate singing,
and where other kindred sensuous aids are employed. In this way they
are directly attracted to the worldly and sensational ceremonials of
Ritualistic churches, and even of Romish chapels! Many Evangelical
men are, at the present moment, not only breaking down the natural
and powerful barrier against Romish error erected by consistent
Scriptural Protestant worship, but are actually, though no doubt
unintentionally, INSTILLING INTO THE MINDS OF THE YOUNG A TASTE
FOR FLORID MUSICAL SERVICES, WHICH CAN ONLY BE FULLY GRATIFIED
IN THOROUGHLY UNEVAJ.'<GELICAL CHURCHES!

10. Because God-even in the days when He required a ritualistic
and sensuous worship, the ordinances of the Law (which the Apostle
Paul plainly called" CARNAL ordinances" that were not to continue
(Heb. ix. 10), "WORLDLY ELEMENTS," " WEAK and POOR elements"
under which God's children were "IN BONDAGE" (Gal. iv. 3, 9), to
which in Christ they are now" dead," that is, " delivered from," and
therefore to be again ensnared into them is " to be taken captive," or
" spoiled") (Col. ii. 8, 20)-has ever shown Himself to be exceedingly
jealous on this ground. Nothing has ever been left by Him to man's
resthetic tastes. Every particular has been minutely laid down, and
to depart a hair's breadth from the Divine appointments was death!
(Exod. xxviii. 35, 43; Lev. viii. 35; x. 1, 2, 6, 7; xv. 31; xvi. 2,
13; xxii. 3; Num. iv. 15, 20; xvii. 13; xviii. 3, 22, 32). And this
is what it is still, death-spiritual death-when Churches, with wilful
presumption, engage in man-made and unauthorized modes of worship,
in a dispensation which the whole teaching of Christ and His apostles
h~ts declared to be essentially spiritual.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
<l A Pilgrim" (per Miss
Knott, Miss
040
1 0 0 Knight, Mrs. H.
L. Ormiston)
040
Madeley, Miss. M. J ... 0 2 6
C. B. (per Rev. T.
Houghton) ..
10 0 0 Wallis, Mr. F. R.
040
Cordle, Mr. H. J.
0 7 0 Rylands, Miss M. A.
0 4 0
Cutler, Mr. J ...
Legacy under the Will
Darby, Mrs. M,
of the late ..
0 2 0
50 0 0
1 0 0
Houghton, Rev. T.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE increase of the pension from £15 to £18 for pensioners not in
receipt of the State pension is proving a boon to some of the aged
Christians according to the letters received gratefully acknowledging
the same.
The current issue of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the
Rev. Thomas Lawson, of Brighton, for many years the Editor of the
Protestant Echo. There are also interesting paragraphs concerning
the Society's work.
The Committee heartily thank the many friends for continued
practical sympathy with the aged and infirm members of the Lord's
family. An increase in our Subscription List is urgently needed and
the co-operation of new friends will be most welcome. The Annual
Sale of Work at Tunbridge Wells will be held on September 20th.
On October 7th the Rev. W. Davey will (D.V.) preach the Annual
Sermon at St. Mary Woolnoth Church, Lombard Street, E.C.

lltebieUls aull jl,otices of lSooks.
PRIESTHOOD AND SACRIFICE. By the Rev. J. Russell Howden, B.D.
Pp. 16. Price 2d., postage td. (Protestant Truth Society,
3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
Mr. Russell Howden ably and clearly shows in this pamphlet from
the teaching of Scripture that all believers are priests whose privilege
it is to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
He points out that while every minister of the Church of God is a
priest in this sense, every priest is not a minister. He also shows
that in the New Testament the word elder or presbyter and the word
bishop are interchangeable terms.
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CHURCH BELLS: No. 1, JANGLING BELLS; No. 2, GOD'S HIGHWAY
AND MAN'S HEDGES; No. 3, THE JOY OF BEING FORGIVEN ~
No. 4, AN OPEN BIBLE. By Rev. H. A. Lewty, M.A. Price Id.
each. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.)
We have read these four booklets with much interest and pleasure.
They are written in an attractive and arresting style. The first
booklet draws attention to the false bells of Sacerdotalism in contrast
to the true bells of Evangelicalism, especially in regard to the false
and true teaching concerning the Lord's Supper.
No. 2 deals ably with the false doctrine of Apostolic succession.
No. 3 deals well with the Confessional.
No. 4 has An Open Bible for Its theme.
The booklets are attractively got up and well worthy of circulation.
As the author was at one time an Anglo-Catholic he can speak from
experience of the evil teaching now so rampant in the Church of
England. We venture a kindly criticism for the consideration of
Evangelicals generally.
In No. 1 of this series, pp. 5 and 7, we have the expressions, " the
Bread and Wine when blessed" and" the bread and wine, after being
blessed." Personally we doubt if our Lord really blessed the bread
and wine when He instituted the Supper. Matthew says, "Jesus
took bread and blessed (it), and brake (it)" (xxvi. 26). Luke says,
"He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake (it)" (Luke xxii. 19).
The Apostle Paul says, " The Lord Jesus . . . took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He brake it" (1 Cor. xi. 23, 24). It would seem
as if to bless and to give thanks are interchangeable. If so, our Lord
did not bless the bread, but He blessed God or gave God thanks for
supplying it. The two words are evidently interchangeable in 1 Corinthians xiv. 16, where we read, "Else when thou shalt bless with the
spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen
at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest ? "
We believe that our Lord simply set apart the bread for use at the
Supper by first giving thanks to God for it, just as "when He had given
thanks" for the five loaves, He thus set them apart for use in feeding
the five thousand (John vi. 11). No change took place in the bread
in either case except that in the case of the five loaves they were
miraculously multiplied. It is remarkable that in the Consecration
Prayer in the Prayer Book the words" when He had given thanks "
are used by the Reformers in reference both to the bread and the
wine.
We note that Canon Fausset in his commentary on 1 Corinthians x.
16 has, '" The cup of blessing '-answering to the Passover' cup of
blessing,' over which 'blessing' was offered to God. It was in doing
so that Christ instituted this part of the Lord's Supper (Luke xxii.
17, 20)." Then he adds, "The minister' blesses' (i.e., consecrates
with blessing) the cup, etc.," presumably blessing offered to God.

