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" Who comforteth u. in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God,"-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.
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DAILY FAMILY EXERCISES.
"But exhort one another daily, while it is called to-day,. lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfttlness of sin."-'HEBREWS iii. 13,
WE remember reading many years ago that an eminent London
physician said that the longer he lived the less faith he had in
drugs, and the more faith he had in rest, proper diet, fresh air
and exercise. We all know by experience that these simple things
are necessary to health of body. In particular, bodily exercise is
proutable to this end, and if the body is to be kept healthy there
is need of daily bodily exercise. We propose, however, to draw
attention to some of those spiritual exercises in which the members
of the LORD'S family need to engage daily. The apostle John,
writing to the well-beloved Gaius," said; "Beloved, I wish above
all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even
as thy soul prospereth" (3 John 2). Health of body is a great
blessing and we do well to promote it by daily exercise, but a
greater blessing is health of soul, and every member of the
LORD'S family needs to be concerned about soul prosperity. There
can be no spiritual prosperity apart from the indwelling power
and presence of the HOLY SPIRIT. It is by the SPIRIT that GOD
works in His people ~'that which is well-pleasing in His sight,
through JESUS CHRIST" (Heb. xiii. 21), and we need to pray daily
that He may enable us to "walk worthy of the LORD unto all
pleasing" (Col. i. 10). The Spiritual health of the members of
GOD'S family is, however, partly promoted by the use of means-
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means which may be described as spiritual exercises. These exercises should be daily. We can never afford to neglect them.
First, there is the need jor the daily searching oj the Scriptures.
When the Apostle Paul fled from Thessalonica to Berea he "went
into the synagogue of the Jews" and it is recorded of his hearers
that" these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
Scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Therefore many
of them believed" (Acts xvii. 10-12). These people who heard
the word from the Apostles' lips, received it "with all readiness
of mind". Their minds had been prepared by the SPIRIT of GOD,
and they welcomed the saving truths of the Gospel. As however,
the Apostle based his teaching on the Old Testament Scriptures,
his hearers "searched the Scriptures daily whether those things
were so." They sought to discover for themselves the truth of
the Apostle's teaching. They tested his teaching by the Scriptures,
and they did so daily. They were so captivated by the Gospel
truths which they heard that they took occasion daily, as opportunity offered, to search those Scriptures to which the Apostle
had referred them. "Therefore many of them believed." Their
faith was confirmed and strengthened by the discoveries which
they made, through daily searching of the Scriptures. We are
not told whether they always continued this spiritual exercise,
but we know from other parts of Scripture that the daily searching
of the Scriptures is very essential for our spiritual health and
growth. The Apostle Peter says to members of GOD'S family,
" Desire the sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby"
(1 Peter ii. 2). A babe needs food every day. Spiritually newborn babes need the milk of the word daily, and spiritual adults
also need spiritual food daily. A parent is rightly concerned
when a child loses his appetite. There is also something seriously
wrong with a child of GOD if his appetite for the Word of GOD is
diminishing.
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4).
We cannot, however, learn from the Scriptures unless, in dependence on the SPIRIT'S teaching, we " read, mark, learn, and inwardly
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digest them," nor can we derive comfort from them unless we
meditate in them. Joshua was a busy man, but he was bidden
to find time every day for the study of the Scriptures. "This
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do all
that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success" (Josh. i. 8).
All Scripture is profitable, not only for doctrine, but also that
the man of GOD amy be thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
The members of GOD'S family need to be thoroughly sound
in doctrine, but also holy in their walk and conversation. The
doctrines of predestination and election give no ground for looseness in our walk. A sound man, so far as doctrine is concerned,
should also be practically holy in his life. To this end the daily
searching of the Scriptures, in dependence on the teaching and
enlightenment, and influence of the SPIRIT is highly important.
Of the truly godly man it is written, "His delight is in the law
of the LORD; and in His law doth he meditate day and night."
" 0 how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day" (Ps. i. 2 ;
cxix. 97).
As we begin the day with food for the body, should we not begin
the day with food for the soul 1
Anything which would militate against rising sufficiently early
to have time for private searching of the scriptures and for private
prayer should be avoided.
Family reading of the Word and family prayers should also
characterise Christian households. The LORD'S family need to
make more of the LORD'S inspired Word. Let us beware of crowding
it out by other reading. In these days of abol}-nding error and
evil living we need to be "mighty in the Scriptures." "The
sword of the SPIRIT which is the Word of GOD" is one of the great
weapons by which we can be valiant for the truth in these apostate
days.
Secondly, there is the need for daily prayer.
" Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the SPIRIT"
is a Divine injunction to the family of GOD (Ephes. vi. 18). If
this injunction is carried out prayer will be a daily exercise of the
believer.
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The Psalmist felt the need of daily prayer. He says, "Evening
and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and He
shall hear my voice." Again, he says, "Be merciful unto me,
.0 LORD: for I cry unto thee daily." "Mine eye mourneth by
reason of affliction: LORD, I have called daily upon Thee, I have
stretched out my hands unto Thee" (Ps. Iv. 17 ; lxxxvi. 3; lxxxviii.
9). We are no less poor and needy than was the Psalmist. Daily
trials, daily conflicts, daily temptations, daily difficulties, daily
weaknesses, call for daily crying unto GOD for strength, comfort,
guidance and blessing. Our LORD says to His people, "Men
ought always to pray and not to faint," and He represents GOD'S
"own elect" as crying "day and night unto Him" (Luke xviii.
1, 7). Yet the LORD'S own people may very conceivably get cold
and slack in this spiritual exercise. They may rise too late in the
morning to have time for quiet, real, unhurried intercourse with
GOD. They may fail to draw near to GOD in reference to the
many things which they undertake. They may be so in a hurry
to prosecute their various undertakings, spiritual or secular, as
to fail to pause in order to obtain the necessary grace to help them
in their times of need. We cannot depend too much upon GOD,
and hence we need to "pray without ceasing."
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" Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings GOD designs to give;
Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray they live."

'I

-(Hart.)

Thirdly, there is need tor daily praise and thanksgiving.
The LORD'S mercies to His redeemed and regenerated people
endure for ever. They are eternal. Goodness and mercy follow
them all the days of their life. There is no day in their lives, therefore when they have not reason to praise His name and to thank
Him for His many and great mercies. The Apostle therefore says,
" Giving thanks always for all things unto GOD and the FATHER
in the name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (Ephes. v. 20).
The Psalmist says, "I will bless the LORD at all times: His
praise shall continually be in my mouth." Every day will I bless
Thee; and I will praise Thy name for ever and ever" (Ps. xxxiv. 1 ;
cxlv. 2). Even when Daniel was in danger of being cast into the
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den of lions, "he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and
prayed and gave thanks before His GOD, as He did aforetime"
(Dan. vi. 10).
The prospect of a horrible death did not prevent thanksgiving
to the GOD of all grace.
What infinite mercies are the portion of the LORD'S people!
If we are saved from an eternal hell, and are on the way to GOD'S
heavenly kingdom, what daily reason there is to praise and magnify
the GOD who has "saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His Own purpose
and grace, which was given us in CHRIS;r JESUS before the world
began" (2 Tim. i. 9). How can we ever praise Him enough for
all the mercies of redemption, providence, and grace which we
have experienced, and which we are yet to experience. We are
not worthy of the least of them. Yet He has loved us with an
everlasting love, and He intends to bring us to glory. May no
day pass without praising this holy name.
Fourthly, we read of daily crabs-bearing.
Our LORD said, "If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me" (Luke ix. 23).
When a man was condemned to be crucified he had to carry the
cross or stake on which he was to be put to death. We read of
our LORD JESUS CHRIST that, "He bearing His cross went forth
into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew
Golgotha" (John xix. 17). We also read that the soldiers who
were leading our LORD to the place of crucifixion, "found a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear the cross"
(Matt. xxvii. 32). Probably it was found that our LORD, after
all the agony in the garden, and the sleepless night, besides the
cruel treatment He had received, was too weak to carry His cross.
For the believer the taking up of his cross daily is an expression
used figuratively of the suffering which a true follower of CHRIST
must ex:pect to endure, if he is faithful to his LORD and
MASTER.
Our LORD teaches us that all who follow Him must be prepared
to deny themselves and take up their cross, or endure suffering
for His sake. They are to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts,
and" live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world,"
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looking forward to His glorious appearing (Titus ii. 12, 13). By
Divine grace ~hey are to walk in holy separation from the pleasures
of the world, and the worldly ways of the professing Church.
They are to have no fellowship with false teachers and to remember
that there can be no communion between light and darkness, and
truth and error. Such a stand will bring suffering for CHRIST'S
sake. "Men shall hate you." "They shall separate you from their
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil,
for the SON OF MAN'S sake" (Luke vi. 22). "All that will live
godly in CHRIST JESUS shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12).
Thus all true and faithful followers of CHRIST must be prepared
to " go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach"
(Heb. xiii. 13). They must be prepared to take up their cross
daily for CHRIST'S sake. The more true they are to Him, and to
His truth, the more they will have to suffer. In their households,
in their places of business and in the professing Church they will
experience opposition and persecution. "A man's foes" says our
LORD, "shall be they of his own household" (Matt. x. 36). In
these days of increasing apostasy and of abounding error and
worldliness, such suffering will be intensified. It is astonishing
how error of all kinds is being taught by those who profess to be
CHRIST'S servants, and how little discernment there is on the part
of professing Christians. The instructed Christian finds himself
more and more out of sympathy with the teaching and ways and
methods of earnest men and women.
The more fully he holds the full truth of the Gospel, and seeks
to walk according to Gospel truths and Gospel precepts, the
more he has to suffer. Not only the world, but the many members
of the professing Church regard him as narrow minded, and they
reject him. His path is therefore increasingly lonely. However
courteous and kind he may be he is rejected and he finds that he
has to take up his cross daily, But the LORD says to his crossbearing people, "Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were
before you" (Matt. v. 12).
In reference to his suffering for CHRIST'S sake the Apostle Paul
said, "I die daily" (1 Cor. xv. 30, 31), and he also says" For Thy
sake we are killed all the day long" (Rom. viii. 36).
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Fifthly, we need to be daily depending on GOD for Spiritual and
temporal blessings.
The petition, "Give us this day our daily bread" (Matt. vi. 11),
suggests that all GOD'S children need to depend daily upon GOD
for temporal supplies.
Rich believers no less than poor need to look to GOD daily for
all temporal blessings. There is no certainty of the continuity of
wealth apart from the mercy and providence of GOD. The manna
in the wilderness fell daily, except on the sabbath. The children
of Israel were thus taught to depend on the providence of GOD.
"Day by day the manna fell;
Oh! to learn this lesson well:
Still by constant mercy fed,
Give me, LORD, my daily bread.
" Day by day, the promise reads:
Daily strength for daily needs;
Cast foreboding fears away;
Take the manna of to-day."
-(J. Gander.)

:1

In like manner we need to depend daily upon GOD for His forgiving and delivering mercies. As we need to pray daily for bread,
so we need to pray daily for forgiveness and deliverance from the
evil one, and also for the hallowing of GOD'S name and the extension of His Kingdom, His rule and His authority, in the hearts
of men.
Finally, we need to "exhort one another daily, while it is called
To-day,. lest any be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin."
The LORD'S people are to be concerned about each other. The
evils of the times are so great that they need increasingly to assemble
themselves together, and to exhort and encourage one another.
and so much the more, as they see the day approaching. (See Heb.
x. 24, 25.)
Be it ours dear children of GOD, to give ourselves to these daily
exercises. Let us search the scriptures daily. Let us give ourselves
to daily prayer to our GOD and FATHER, Who welcomes His people
to the throne of His grace. Let us not forget to praise His name
and to thank Him daily for His abundant mercies.
By His all-sufficient grace let us take up our cross daily and
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identify ourselves with Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us.
Conscious of our daily needs let us depend upon Him for life,
and breath and all things, and as members of the one family, "let
us (daily) consider one another to provoke unto love and good
works" (Heb. x. 24).
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
A WORD TO OUR READERS.
THE annual meeting of the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was held
in London, on Wednesday afternoon, August 2nd, when the balance
sheet for 1932 was read and considered.
Our readers will be glad to know that the circulation of the Magazine
was about the same as the previous year. Naturally we lose some
subscribers by death and from other causes, but we are glad to say
that in many cases new subscribers take their places. Although a
Magazine which stands for the old distinctive truths is not popular, yet
we trust that a larger number of the Lord's people may continually
come forward as subscribers.
The Trustees are very grateful to all our kind friends who have
contributed to the GOSPEL MAGA~INE Fund. They would rejoice if
they could do without such help, but it is still absolutely necessary
if the work of the Magazine is to be continued. They pray therefore
that the Lord may still supply the needs of the Magazine by means
of this Fund.
We are often cheered by letters from all parts assuring us of the
spiritual help which the Magazine affords to a large number of the
Lord's people. Many of them are shut off from a faithful ministry,
and some are invalids. Those who contribute to the Magazine Fund
are thus helping to minister to the spiritual comfort of many of the
Lord's family.
Let us all give ourselves to prayer week by week for the Lord's smile
on this work. Without Him we can do nothing, but by His aid the
Magazine will become an increasing power for good. He can make
use of the feeblest instruments to accomplish His gracious purposes.
We unite in warm Christian greetings to all our readers at home and
abroad.
" THEY who are living comfortably and happily on Christ, feel the
want of Him every day, and if they have more grace, they feel the want
of Him more."-Romaine.
'

['

I~,

!

.,

~.
The Gospel Magazine

377

Mlal1f;;llJe jl.otef;;.
THE OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT.
V.-LIFE-CHANGERS AND LIFE CHANGES.
" Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then
may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil."-JEREMIAH
xiii. 23.

THERE can be no doubt that a fallen sinner needs to undergo a
mighty change if he is to enter God's spiritual kingdom now, and
His heavenly and eternal kingdom hereafter. Our Lord says,
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,"
and "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God." The necessity of the new birth
is emphatically declared when our Lord says, "ye must be born
again" (John iii. 3, 5, 7). Again our Lord says, "Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. xviii. 3).
Twice over, also, our Lord says, "Except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish" (Luke xiii. 3, 5). Regeneration, conversion
to God, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ are evidently necessary for salvation. A sinner who has
been Divinely called, regenerated, and converted is a sinner who
has undergone a mighty change. He is a new creature in Christ
Jesus. He is no longer walking in the broad way that leadeth
to destruction, but in the narrow way that leadeth unto life. He
was "darkness," but now he is "light in the Lord." He was
under" the power of darkness," but now he has been" translated
into the kingdom of God's dear Son" (Matt. vii. 13, 14; Eph. v. 8;
Col. i. 13). As a result his outward life is changed. He walks" in
the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost"
(Acts ix. 31).
Some describe this experience as " a change of heart." To avoid
misconception we prefer to describe it as an experience in which
God in mercy gives to the sinful objects of His mercy "a new
heart" and" a new spirit." The old heart, "deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked" remains, but" a new heart" is
Divinely given. Hence the constant conflict between the old and
J}l1
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the new natures. (See Ezek. xxxvi. 26; J er. xvii. 9; Gal. v. 17.)
With these preliminary remarks we proceed to draw attention
to the teaching of the Oxford Group Movement in reference to this
mighty change.
The Oxford Groupists "prefer the simpler word 'change' " to
the word" conversion" (For Sinners Only, p. 30). As" conversion " is a word used by the Holy Ghost we think it is presumptuous
to substitute another word for it. Leaving that, however, let us
1. First consider the teaching of the Group Movement on the subiect
of Life-Ohangers and Life-changes.
The groupists, we are told, are " out to change lives on a colossal
scale as the one solution of every world problem. Those who sought
to change others were called 'Life-Changers' instead of Evangelists" (For Sinners Only, p. 30). It would seem that they regard
life-changing as a human work, and that they sought to change
men's lives not that they may be saved from hell, and enter heaven,
but that the world's problems might thereby be solved.
" Anyone," we read, "who was pure in the sight of God could
become a life-changer" (p. 32). What is meant by being "pure
in the sight of God" is not explained, but it is definitely implied
that human beings who are pure can "become life-changers."
As life-changing is acknowledged to include what was formerly
called conversion, it follows that it is held that conversions are
brought about by human power. We read, "the greatest piece of
social service a man could do in his generation was to change a man
into a life-changer" (p. 32).
The method by which changes in the lives of others are brought
about is said to be by the Life-changers "recounting their own
experiences as the Apostles recounted theirs. . . . Paul's method
of founding a Church was to start with the story of his own change.
The Group did the same" (p. 32). No proof from Scripture for
these statements is given. No proof could be found. Paul never
founded a Church by telling the story of his own change, nor did
he ever claim to be a Life-changer. His method was to preach
the Gospel, and it pleased God, not Paul, to save them that believed,
and it was through the foolishness of preaching the Gospel that God
wrought the wonders of His grace.
It is claimed that" the Oxford Group were continually witnessing
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men and women being changed into highly-vitalized Christians.
Some of the changes were real modern miracles: big sinners, keymen, intellectuals, aristocrats and commoners alike" (For Sinners
Only, p. 32). On pages 148-150 of the book we are quoting from,
we are told how Frank Buchman, the founder of the Oxford Group
Movement, began his work of so-called life-changing.
At a conference of students " he heard the story of a piece of lifechanging work which was the inspiration of his future." He
vowed" to win a man before he got home." He had to visit New
York. When buying his ticket to leave that city he remembered
"he had not won his man." "He must find one needing changing
on the spot." He saw a coloured porter. "Here's my man," he
said, " feeling very scared about his first adventure in life-changing."
Note the language in "his first adventure in life-changing."
The following conversation ensued between Frank Buchman
and the coloured porter.
" George, are you a Christian? "
" No."
" Then you ought to be a Christian."
"I know
Other people have told me that. But I don't
know how
"
"Now, George, you've got to be a Christian," commanded
Frank.
" Yes, I will."
"Thus ended," says Frank Buchman, " my first crude attempt
to bring the unsearchable riches of Christ to another man. Whether
he became a Christian or not . . . I cannot tell. But that day
the ice was broken on a new life work. . . . It showed me what
ordinary men like myself may be privileged to do in life-changing
on a big scale."
We would say here, what person really instructed in Bible
teaching would deal with a man, dead in trespasses and sins, as
Mr. Buchman dealt with this man? Then how strange it is that
Mr. Buchman speaks of this conversation as his" crude attempt
to bring the unsearchable riches of Christ to another man."
According to his own confession he never mentioned Christ to the
man, nor did he tell the man of his lost, ruined, sinful and undone
condition. Moreover, all mention of Christ's atoning death and
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the efficacy of His blood to cleanse all spirit-convicted sinners is
wholly absent.
Reading on in the book For Sinners Only, we find on p. 168,
"Frank likes to think in the plural when organizing a life-changing
campaign," as if the regeneration of sinners were a matter of human
organization. There is no recognition of the sovereignty of the
Spirit's action in the great matter of regeneration. "He would
much sooner take a hundred life"changers into a city than one or
two." "He foresees the day when an army of five hundred or more
consecrated life-changers may descend on a town or city and set to
work winning it to Christ." Clearly beyond doubt the Groupists
lay claim to a power which in Scripture is ascribed to God alone.
On page 209 we read that "Frank arrived, accompanied by his
tonic band committed to changing lives." Evidently, if we want
people to be born again we have only to send for Frank Buchman
and his band of life-changers. On page 335 we are told "that
fast-living ranch-owners (in South Mrica) are being turned into
life-changers working among their own native employees."
On pages 264-5 we are told of a remarkable lady "who has
developed a wonderful flair for life-changing," and she is described
as "a modern miracle, and a modern miracle-worker."
On page 214 we are told of a man who "had served a number
of terms in prison, but is now an ardent life-changer and a radiant
saint."
We believe we have quoted enough to show that the adherents
of the Oxford Group Movement claim to be life-changers. They
are out to change lives. They tall{ about "organizing a lifechanging campaign." How they can dar~ to speak of themselves
as "life-changers" with the teaching of Scripture before them
passes our comprehension. We can only suppose that the Bible
is not to them their only rule of faith and practice.
. 2. We would now notice secondly, the teaching of Scripture on the
sulyject of life-changing.
.
It is as impossible for a sinner to regenerate himself, or to regenerate anyone else as it is for the Ethiopian to change his skin or the
leopard his spots.
The mighty change which God's chosen people experience M
Divinely purposed and arranged.

:~

(Ill;

1.

,'I
~

The Gospel Magazine

381

Those who have experienced that change need to say" God hath
saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His Own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
The salvation 'of God's people is the outcome of His eternal purpose.
He planned and arranged it, and He effects it. It is His Work
alone. He, as the Apostle says, "hath saved us." Not by a band
of so-called "life-changers " is this great Spiritual miracle effected,
nor,can the saved say, "We saved ourselves," buftheir salvation
is of God alone.
The new birth is absolutely necessary if we are to enter the
kingdom of God. "Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (see John iii.
3, q, 7). Yet a man cannot bring about his own regeneration, nor
can any other human being bring it about for him. Regeneration
is the sovereign act of God the Holy Ghost. Sinners are "born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God" (John i. 13).
" Of His Own will," we read, "begat He us with the word of
truth" (James i. 18).
"Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification and redemption:
that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in
. the Lord" (1 Cor. i. 30, 31). In the matter of man's salvation,
in the matter of the mighty change described as " a new creation,"
conversion, or sa,lvation, no flesh must take the glory to itself. " No
flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 29). Conversion is
absolutely necessary if we are to enter God's kingdom. " Except
ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter
the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. xviii. 3). But what man can
convert himself or convert another man 1 A turning to God for
pardon is necessary (Isa. Iv. 7), but no man can approach God
except through Christ, and no man can come to Christ except the
Father draw him (John xiv. 6).
"No man can come to Me, except the Father Which hath sent
Me draw him." "No man can come unto Me, except it were given
unto him of My Father" (John vi. 44, 65).
It is only when the Gospel comes to men in power, and in the
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Holy Ghost, that they turn to God from idols, to serve the living
and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven (see 1 Thess.
i. 5, 9, 10).
Repentance is absolutely necessary. " Except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish" (Luke xiii. 3). Yet the sinner left to himself
would never repent. The change of rind called "repentance"
is a Divine gift. " Him (Christ) hath God exalted with His right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, FOR TO GIVE REPENTANCE to
Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v. 31).
Faith or belief in Christ's merits is absoltttely necessary to salvation in the case of adults. "He that believeth not shall be
damned." " He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him" (Mark xvi. 16; John iii. 36).
Yet the faith through which we are saved is a Divine gift. " By
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8). The sinner is represented as
spiritually dead, and he can never give life to himself, nor can any
so-called " life-changer " give him life. It is the prerogative of God
alone to quicken the dead. (See Rom. iv. 17.) Hence we read
of the Ephesian saints, "you hath He quickened, who were dead
in trespasses and sins."
The Apostle Paul who had laboured amongst them "by the
space of three years" did not claim to have wrought the mighty
change in them which is described as a raising from death to life,
but he says, " God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ." The mighty change is "not of works,
lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 1, 4, 5, 9, 10). A striking
illustration of the great truth that regeneration and salvation are
wholly of the Lord is given in the prophecy of Ezekiel. The dry
bones in the open valley represented the house of Israel-God's
chosen people. They were in an absolutely helpless' and hopeless
condition. They could not bring about their own resurrection,
nor could Ezekiel the prophet do it for them. But the Lord God
said, " Behold, 0 My people, I will open your graves, and cause you
to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of
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Israel. And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened
your graves, 0 My people, and brought you up out of your graves,
and shall put My Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place
you in your own land" (Ezek. xxxvii. 1, 2, 12-14).
All the chosen people of God are naturally like these dry bones in
the open valley. They are spiritually dead, and absolutely helpless,
but when the time to favour them is come, then God, for His great
love wherewith He loves them, quickens them, and saves them by
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost Which
He pours on them abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
(See Titus iii. 4-7.)
The great apostle to the Gentiles says, "Who then is Paul, and
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the
Lord gave to every man 1 I have planted, Apollos watered; BUT
GOD GAVE THE INCREASE. SO then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; BUT GOD THAT GIVETH THE
INCREASE" (1 Cor. iii. 5-7).
The claim made by the Oxford Groupists to be " life-changers "
seems to us wholly irreconcilable with the Scripture doctrine of
man's inability to save himself or to save others.
It is also contrary to the teaching of our Reformed Confessions
of faith.
Article X of the Church of England says, " The condition of man
after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare
himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and
calling upon God." That is, he cannot have faith and cannot call
upon God for mercy, "by his own natural strength and good
works." "Wherefore," the Article proceeds to say, "we have
no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without
the grace of God by Christ preventing (going before) us, that we
may have a good will, and working with us, when we have that
good will." In other words we have no power to please God apart
from His grace going before us, that we may have a good will. For
a win to do good we are absolutely dependent on God, and even
when He has bestowed a good will, we continually need His grace
to work with us, if we are to please Him.,~
We are dependent on God for conversion-a turning ~b' Him.
We are dependent on God for the faith through which we are
26
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justified and forgiven. We ar.e dependent on Him for grace to live
a holy and a godly life. No human "life-changer" so-called can
convert a sinner, impart to him saving faith, or give to him the
power so to walk as to please God. " The Westminster Confession
of Faith" (chapter ix. 3) says, " Man, by his fall into a state of sin,
hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying
salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse frorn that
good, and dead in sin, is not able by his own strength, to convert hirnself, or to prepare hirnself thereunto."
It is because the doctrine of human inability has been recognized
in the Church that the Holy Ghost is spoken of in the Nicene Creed
as "The Lord and Giver of life."
Realizing this great truth many of the people of God are ready
to sing,
" Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear."
With Dr. Horatius Bonar they say,
" Spirit of everlasting grace,
Infinite source of life, come down!
These tombs unlock, these dead upraise,
Thy glorious power and love make known."
3. Thirdly, let us now think of the need of caution in tabulating
changed lives.
It has been suggested that the Oxford Group Movement can
point to a large number of remarkable cases of changed lives as a
result of their methods, and it is suggested that it ill becomes the
Churches whose labours are comparatively fruitless to criticize or
condemn this new movement. We are told that, "when, so far as
I knew, converts to Christianity were practically nil in the Churches,
the Oxford Group were continually witnessing men and women
being changed into highly-vitalized Christians" (For Sinners
Only, p. 32).
We frankly acknowledge that things are in a bad way in the
professing Church at large. Sacerdotalism, Modernism, and
worldliness abound, and there is little preaching of the old Gospel
of the grace of God. Yet in spite of all this God is gathering out
His people.
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Assuming, however, that there is little blessing in the Churches,
and that God seems to be withholding His power, this cannot justify
us in welcoming a movement which in our view is contrary to
Scripture. We are bidden to "beware of false prophets," and to
"try the spirits whether they be of God."
Moreover, without passing judgment on the cases of men and
women being changed by means of the Oxford Group Movement
we feel it necessary to be cautious in tabulating results.
We need to rememher that there are counterfeit Christians. Our
Lord clearly warns us of· this in the parable of the Tares. The
"good seed" in that parable are" the children of the kingdom,"
" the righteous" who shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father.
" The tares are the children of the wicked one." The enemy who
sowed the tares is the devil. The wheat and the tares are both in
the same field, and both profess to belong to the professing Church.
But the tares have been introduced into the professing Church by
the devil.
They are the counterfeit Christians in the professing Church, and
they are so like the wheat that we are not allowed to separate
them from the wheat lest we might "root up also the wheat with
them." They are both therefore to grow together until the harvest.
Both classes seem to be changed characters, but the tares owe their
being and position in the professing Church to Christ's enemy, the
devil.
Many people therefore who profess to have been changed are only
Christians in name. (See Matt. xiii. 24-43.)
Many of these will say to Christ in that day, "Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in Thy name 1 and in Thy name have cast out
devils 1 and in Thy name done many wonderful works 1 "
"Then," says our Lord, "will I profess unto them, I NEVER
KNEW YOU: DEPART FROM ME, YE THAT WORK INIQUITY" (Matt.
vii. 22, 23).
One of the Groupists is represented as "a modern miracle, and
a modern miracle-worker" in reference to life-changing. We do
not presume to judge this case, but we point out that some who
claim to have "done many wonderful works" in Christ's name
will be amongst those whom Christ has never known as His people,
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and to whom He will say, " Depart from Me, ye that work iniquity."
This is solemn teaching, and it is teaching to which we need to
give earnest heed.
The Rev. Harold T. Commons, a Baptist pastor of Atlantic
City, N.J., was" actively associated with the Group for over three
years, taking part in many' house parties.'" He knew" all the
leaders of the Group intimately," but he says, "I finally severed
my connection with the Group out of loyalty to my Lord, for I
realized that it is actually far removed from real New Testament
Christianity." In his view, "the 'changed lives' of the Group
are nothing more than moral conversions, in no sense corresponding
to the New Birth of the New Testament." He concludes his
testimony on the subject by saying, "My prayer is that this frank
testimony will enable many others to see that Buchmanism is
another one of the many counterfeits and delusions of the' latter
days' (1 John iv. 1; 2 Pet. ii. 1,2; 1 Tim. iv. 1; 2 Tim. iv. 3).
It needs to be remembered that Satan is not only the cause of
counterfeit Christians mingling amongst the true people of God,
but that he has "his ministers" in the professing Church. He
" himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his mintsters also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works"
(2 Cor. xi. 14, 15). All the more earnest heed therefore should be
given to our Lord's warning to "beware of false prophets." We
are expressly taught that "in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils" (1 Tim. iv. 1).
"Great signs and wonders" also will be displayed by false
Christs and false prophets, "insomuch 'that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect" (Matt. xxiv. 24). How watchful
we need to be then lest we be "carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. iv. 14).
We make the following further quotations from the Rev. Harold
T. Common's Experience with the Oxford Groups.
" The movement cares not what a man believes but how he lives.
This is salvation by works instead of by Grace through faith."
"Both Modernists and Fundamentalists, believers and unbe-
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lievers, are welcomed into the Fellowship on the basis of a common
experience of sin, confession, and surrender. No questions are
asked as to belief. And while some claim to be fundamentalists,
doctrine is never mentioned, and there are many open modernists
in their ranks."
" There is very little Bible study, and no instruction as to the
way of salvation, justification by faith, or any, of the cardinal
truths of redemption."
" In all the talk of surrender there is no mention made of an atonement for sin. This is something entirely foreign to the New Testament, which stresses from beginning to end the substitutionary
death of Christ and His blood shed on the cross for our sins, for
, without shedding of blood there is no remission of sin." In this
respect Buchmanism differs not a whit from Mohammedanism, the
very heart and core of which is surrender of the will to God without
an atonement: In all the meetings of the Group I have ever attended
or heard about there has never been any mention of the blood of Ohrist
in its expiatory character."
In reference to the Group idea about" guidance," Mr. Commons
says, " The practice of the Groups in sitting down with paper and
pencil in hand and letting the mind go absolutely blank, and then
writing down whatever flashes across the mind as God's orders
for the day, is beyond anything promised or sanctioned in Scripture,
Indeed, this 'passivity' of mind is a very perilous condition to be
in, for it is precisely at such moments that Satan gains control and
does his devilish work."
In concluding our observations on this modern movement we
would say that we can never improve upon the old unchangeable
Gospel of the grace of God, nor can we improve upon New Testament and Divinely-prescribed methods of propagating it, nor can
we improve on the almighty power of the Holy Ghost to prepare
the hearts of His people to welcome its saving truths. Beware of
the novelties of these evil days. Beware of being" removed from
Him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another Gospel:
which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would pervert the Gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which
we (the apostles) have preached unto you, let him be accursed."
THE EDITOR •
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ADDITIONAL REMARKS ON THE OXFORD GROUP
MOVEMENT.
AFTER writing the above Article we received a letter from a student
in relation to the Oxford Group Movement, from which we give
the following extracts, omitting names and places.
" I have been most interested in the articles in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
on the Oxford Group Movement. With a view to your publishing
further articles on that movement, one or two experiences below
narrated may interest you.
" About eighteen months ago I went with a friend (also a student)
to a ' squash 'at a retired Army man's house, and the special speaker
was the son of a well-known Evangelical clergyman. He led a discussion. Most of the people were in evening dress, and the atmosphere
was somewhat worldly. The room was very full, and my friend and
I sat on the floor at some distance from the door. The speaker opened
the discussion with an answer to the question, 'What does Christ
mean to me ~' He seemed to be much in earnest, and spoke of a
changed life, and present victory. However, no mention was made
of the atonement or the Person and work of the Holy Spirit. He
then called on anyone in the audience to narrate his or her experience
of Christ.
WE DON'T WANT THE BIBLE.
" One person brought out a Bible, and the speaker whispered, ' I should
put that away. We don't want to hear the Bible. We want your experience.' The same person then spoke of justification by faith and the
atoning work of our Lord Jesus Christ. No comment was made,
except, ' We all know that; we want experience.' The same person
was afterwards told that' that kind of preaching is quite all right for
a Plymouth Brethren Hall, but useless Jor educated people.'
" A young woman then spoke on her experiences and temptations.
A discussion suggested by the girl's remarks followed. Then several
people spoke on their experiences of temptations, including temptations
relative to sexual and moral difficulties, to most embarrassing lengths,
and we longed to get out of the very crowded room into the fresh air.
" I enquired from a 'Grouper' as to whether this were unusual.
He told me that they believe in leaving no stone unturned, and that
in these matters they were out to break down every reserve.
GUIDANCE
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"In the course of his closing remarks, the special speaker. spoke
of guidance in the daily life. He told us of a friend who longed to
win for Christ a schoolboy. He found that it was quite impossible
to get the boy to any kind of religious meeting, and so he contrived
in his mind a scheme for getting hold of the youth. He knew the lad
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was interested in motor cars; and early one Sunday afternoon he
took his car out, and just before he got to the house where the boy
lived, he got out of his car, went underneath and took a screw out
and arranged for the car to break down outside the house where the boy
lived. He did sO,and the car, as arranged, broke down. The boy
then came' out of the house, and was very soon under the car trying
to put it right. The man and the boy became very friendly. The
boy goes to the meeting and is marvellously 'changed.' This was
said to be Divine Guidance. Though I do not for a moment doubt
the sincerity of the narrator of this story, I cannot believe that Be Who
is ' the Truth' would condescend to what is obviously deceit, as the means
of ' changing' a l i f e . ,
"Another friend recently on )invitation went to an Oxford Group
house party. The atmosphere seemed so worldly that he could only
stay there over one night. I understand from him that a large number
of ' Groupers' were spending the latter part of the evenings dancing.
"I am not, however, blind to the fact that there is sometimes
blessing in spite of the Oxford Group Movement. . . . The Lord
blesses, not, I suggest, through the movement, but in spite of it. I
have not been to any Oxford Group meetings since the one already
referred to."
We give the above extracts without comment, but we feel that
they confirm what we have already written, and they prove that
the Movement is evil in its character. We have not a good word
to say about it.
THE EDITOR.
ROMISH MIRACLES.
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" ANOTHER principle on which these ecclesiastical miracles may be
classified, is the design for which they were wrought or adduced.
Some are brought forth as proofs of the sanctity of particular persons,
or places, or things; some to sustain particular doctrines, such as
purgatory, transubstantiation, the worshipping of the saints and of the
Virgin Mary, etc., some for the identification of relics. It is no injustice
to the authorities of the Church of Rome, to say, th.at whatever good
ends these miracles may in any case be intended to serve, they have in
the aggregate been made subservient to the accumulation of money
and to the increase of power. The amount of money drawn from the
single doctrine of purgatory and the assumed power of the keys over
that imaginary place of torture, is beyond all computation. And the
whole fabric of priestly power, the most absolute and the most dreaded
ever exercised over men, would fall to the ground if it were not the
belief of the people, founded mainly on 'lying wonders,' that the
priests have power to forgive sin, to save or to destroy souls at will,
or at discretion. If this doctrine be false, the whole Romish system
is false."-(Dr. O. Bodge's " Systematic Theology," vol. iii. p. 455.)
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WELLSPRINGS.

I

" But He answered her not a word."-MATTHEW xv. 23.

\

is a sovereignty in the declaration of the words in Ecclesiastes
iii. 7, " A time to keep silence and a time to speak." There is hidden
. wisdom likewise in those words, and if such was the case in reference
to the conduct of God's children, how much more was there wisdom
in the silence of the Divine Man in reference to the woman of Canaan.
He needed none to teach Him and He could command by a word a
world into being; He could with a word raise the dead to life again.
His was" all power" in heaven and earth. "A time to keep silence
and a time to speak." And what a gracious example did He set us
when upon earth! How condescendingly did He fulfil the wisdom
.of that word as Jehovah's servant dealing prudently. "The prudent
shall keep silence in that time" (Amos v. 13).
Let us humbly seek to gather out some of those recorded silences
given us of the God-Man which, if the Holy Spirit Whose aid we seek
bless us, shall be to our learning and profit. We will first revert to
the sacred narrative from which our· text is taken. Leaving" His
own country," Jesus" departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon,"
not without Divine and gracious purposes, and knowing well what
He would meet with there. A Canaanitish woman comes out of the
same coasts and in her desperate yet confident hope that this Holy
Stranger will give her some relief from her trouble, she cries out,
"Have mercy on me, 0 Lord, Thou Son of David! my daughter is
grievously vexed with a devil." It may have been she had even seen
some of the mighty works performed by this Wonderful Healer, or
she may have been told oLthem and met with those who had come
under His wonderful healing power. And so she would resolve in her
mind, like Queen Esther on her approach to an earthly sovereign,
" I can but perish if I go, I am resolved to try;" and now she has
made her appeal and disclosed her need, she meets with nought but
silence. "He answered her not a word." Oh! how she must have
hung all her hope in spite of the adverse circumstances on the fact
that, having helped others, He could help her if He would. And is
not that your anp. my test and trial of faith, beloved reader ~ We
do not question the ability of our God, but whether it is His will to
deliver us! But she stood firmly there, hanging all her hope upon
Him. She was not to be daunted by the disciples whom she heard
saying to their Lord and Master, "Send her away!" (Oh! how
unlike Him, Who ever welcomed all who came humbly seeking Him
and Who was ever ready to hear their case and relieve them). Meanwhile Jesus had" answered her not a word!" She may have been
experiencing in her soul what David did when he cried out, " Be not
silent unto me 0 Lord," but scarcely had she reached the low place
THERE
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of the prophet when he mourned and lamented, "He shutteth out
my prayer." No, this dear woman's faith was" great" while she
knew it not. She hung all her hope upon Omnipotence. She
abandoned herself in her distressful circumstances to Him Who had
gone about doing good, and ever evidenced His willingness and readiness
to save and succour and help and relieve all who in humble faith
sought Him.
And now faith having waited upon His silence hears a marvellous
word of compassion in which she claims a part. "I am not sent but
unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel," spake the Divine Healer
and Shepherd of souls to His ignorant, hasty, impatient disciples.
That was just the word for her! She could come in there with her
felt need as a " lost sheep." Worship follows; the cry wells up from
the depths of a heart, made conscious of its need, and "Lord help
me," in consequence of what Thou hast just declared tOr Thy disciples,
pours itself forth. But He tries her faith still further, whilst He now
for the first time addresses Himself to her, " It is not meet to take
the children's bread and cast it to dogs." Does this repel her ~
because she is a Canaanite and thus reckoned (by man though not by
Him) a "dog" as compared to a" sheep." Does this offend her ~ Oh
no! gracious God-given faith only hears sweet music of love and
hope in His every word, and whilst some were left" wondering at the
gracious words which proceeded out: of the mouth" of this Holy
Stranger, she was encouraged to draw nearer and argue in her heart,
then He can help me, for I am a dog, an outcast, unworthy of receiving
any favour from Him and I know all that He has spoken is trlie.
" Truth Lord" unto all that Thou hast said, "yet the dogs,"· even
the meanest little puppy will " eat of the crumbs which fall from their
masters'table." I am not worthy to sit at Thy table with Thy guests,
but would just take the place of a despised" dog," which will be
content to get its portion in the fallen crumbs beneath it; satisfied
if it be from Thy table, howsoever the blessing comes about. Jesus
had been all the while testing and strengthening her faith, drawing
out her love and waiting to be "very gracious" in the end. And
now faith triumphs. The seeking, waiting woman hears more marvellous words and has her request, " 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it
unto Thee, even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole
from that very hour." This inspired narrative is one of the most
blessedly encouraging ones in all the four Gospels. And it may be
that some one may be enabled to take courage, although faith has
been kept long waiting for some delayed answer and his God is still
silent.
.
Do remember, dear reader, "He waiteth to be gracious," and
" delays are not denials." If God has given you a hope in His Word,
a promise upon which to contentedly rest, wait on, you will not be
disappointed in His" end" nor be " ashamed" of your hope. Well
worth it to that Canaanitish woman was it that at first Jesus
" answered her not a word"! She was richly rewarded in His time
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by healing blessings to her daughter, and gracious utterances to her
own soul. The silences therefore of Jesus as Man should be a profitable
consideration and meditation. Ther"e was another occasion when a
woman sinner (John viii.) was dragged into His holy presence and the
charges all too true made against her, and He was" as though He
heard them not," stooping down and writing upon the ground with
His finger. What a moment of suspense and yet inward hope in
that sinner's breast! He not adding to their charges, not even
seeming to listen to their accusations, but writing, as some have
thought, her accusers names on the ground (Jer. xvii. 13). And then
she hears the voice which spake as never a man spake, the voice ever
sweet to the ears of those who know and feel that none but Jesus
can do them good. "Woman, hath no man condemned thee?"
"No man, Lord"; for out they had gone one by one at His allsearching, sin-convicting words, "He that is without sin among you
let him first cast the stone at her; and they went out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last," leaving her alone standing
before Him Who alone had power and could speak the pardoning
word of forgiveness, love, and mercy. "Neither do I condemn thee,
go and sin no more." And then one thinks with brokenness of heart
at the uilutterable love. and mercy of his forgiving Lord and Master,
as " Jesus turned and looked upon Peter" who had so basely denied
Him! No word! a tender solemn silence and just that look which
melted Peter's heart and caused him to go out and weep those bitter
tears of godly repentance! And think what Jesus bore and suffered
before that bar of earthly justice! He heard them speak, those false
accusers, all their words of vile calumny. He heard their contradictions
one against another. He heard how their witnesses agreed not together.
He hears all their base and false accusations, their wicked charges,
and could with one breath have condemned them, and the miserable
judges who heard them, to their own place then and there. But He
is silent" as a sheep dumb before her shearers so He opened not His
mouth." "Answerest Thou nothing to what these witness against
Thee?" asks the wicked high priest, "but Jesus held His peace."
The silence was eloquent and" more overwhelming for the children
of the father of lies than the severest proofs would have been! . . .
but the essential meaning of His silence, however, lies still deeper.
It is not merely the silence of a good conscience, but rightly understood
the reverse. His holding His peace is the reflection of the more
mysterious silence before another and higher than any human tribunal;
and regarded from this point of view, it may be considered as a silence
of confession and assent."* The Lord had laid upon Him the iniquity
of us all. Not only as an Example, but He was actually there in the
sinners' stead and bore all the guilt due to you and me, redeemed
sinner, who richly deserved on account of our sins eternal death, and
for which we could not have answered for one in a thousand of them!
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Oh! when we attempt to make a comparison between what the
sufierings of His holy, pure mind must have been when ours are
corrupt and full of sin, as Luther said, " What Christ sufiered for me,
and what I suffer are not to be mentioned in the same day." His
was pure unsullied holiness and had He spoken it would only and
altogether have been in words holy, just, and true. But He was His
Father's obedient Servant for us.
If we answer again our words are too often sinful and hasty; anger
rises in self justification and our old nature is stirred up for vindication
before our accusers, and we add sin to sin. Dear readers, may we
more and more " Consider Him, Who endured such contradiction of
sinners against Himself," was ever the Meek and Lowly One, and
may we seek more and more the grace of silence and forbearance.
" For even hereunto were ye called; because Christ also suffered for
us leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps; Who did
no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; Who, when he was
reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, He threatened not; but
committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously" (1 Pet. ii. 21-24).
Yes, a greater than David was speaking when he said, " But I, as
a deaf man heard not: and I was as a dumb man that openeth not
his mouth. Thus I was asa man that heareth not and in whose
mouth are no reproofs" (Ps. xxxviii. 13, 14). That was before His
false accusers. Whilst before His Father's lifted rod and sword of
Divine justice, the Sinless Holy Victim could say, "I was dumb, I
opened not my mouth, because Thou didst it" (Ps. xxxix. 9).
Oh! there is love inscribed upon all the silences and seeming delays
of Jesus. "He will rest in His love," says the prophet (Zeph. iii. 17).
The margin gives it, " He will be silent in His love," so that the richer
and fuller blessing shall be made known to His children's exercised
hearts in the sanctified "afterward." So think, dear child of God,
what the silence of Jesus meant for you and me as it did for those
when He was upon earth: what the silence before HisJalse accusers
meant, and what the words of grace and truth which broke it:
what the silences of delayed mercy were to those who sought His
healing power, when such gracious words could no longer be withholden, and they were sent on their way rejoicing: what the silence
of their weary, sleeping Master meant to the exercised hearts of those
fearful disciples, tossed and well-nigh wrecked in their little boat
on Galilee's Lake: "Master! carest Thou not that we perish ~ "
And Jesus proved Himself to be their all-succouring Saviour and
Deliverer!
Wait on thy never-failing Lord, beloved reader, even though
the vision long tarry and tb.ine heart is faint and weary with
suspense, and His silent delay to come. In the end He will come,
and to you it will seem "suddenly" after your long waiting. But
anyhow, wait and watch and pray, and rely upon thy God to be as
good as His Word, and if He fail you, you will be the first He has
ever failed!
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"Let every drooping saint,
Keep waiting evermore,
And though exceeding faint.
Knock on at mercy's door;
Still cry and shout till night is past,
For daylight will spring up at last.
If Christ do not appear)

When His disciples cry,
He marketh every tear,
And counteth every sigh;
In all their sorrows bears a part,
Beholds their grief, and feels their smart.

,

He lends an unseen Hand
And gives a secret prop,
Which keeps them waiting stand,
Till He complete their hope.
So let me wait upon this Friend,
And trust Him till my troubles end."-(Berridge.)

R.

TOPLADY'S INKSTAND.
A SILVER inkstand of the time of George II which formerly belonged
to Toplady, the author of the hymn, " Rock of Ages," has been given
to the Church House by Mrs. Bowlby. It is intended to place this in
the Archbishop's room, and the Archbishop himself approved the
inscription which has been inscribed on the base.
The inscription is as follows:
This Inkstand belonged to
A. M. Toplady
Author of the hymn " Rock of Ages"
Born 1740 Died 1778
Presented to the Church House
By
Annie Margaret Bowlby
1933.
-The Church Assembly News for May.
(Our readers will remember that the Rev. A. M. Toplady was for a
time the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.-Editor.)
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" I DESIRE to realize ever that I am not only a bishop but a sinner;
that by grace I am saved; that as a Christian I am not an Episcopalian
but a member of the-family of the people of God of every name under
heaven; united with them as members together in the body of Christ,
and having nothing whereof to boast-nothing to rejoice in-except
as I am sanctified and meet for my Master's use, and my Father's
glory."-Bishop M cIlvaine.
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THE UNION BETWEEN GOD AND HIS PEOPLE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON ON
SEPTEMBER 13TH, 1896.
" I will betroth thee unto Me for ever,. yea, I will betroth thee unto Me
in righteousness, and in J'udgment, and in lovingkindness, and in
mercies,. I will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness,. and
thou shalt know the Lord."-HoSEA ii. 19, 20.
THESE, dear friends, are not the words of man spoken to a fellow-man,
they are the words of the living God spoken to men, sinful men, needy
men, who, left to themselves, must needs perish everlastingly. I dare
say these words may strike the ears of some as a novelty, but they
are not novel words to those who know the Lord. As the latter part
of our text says, the Lord's people ar~ a people who know Him, not
by hearsay, nor by self-searching, for can a man " by searching find
out God?" No, but they know Him by revelation of Himself to their
hearts. Wondrous is that revelation which is found enshrined and
embodied in this text of ours to-night: "I will betroth thee unto
Me "-God's words, I repeat, God's words to sinful men. No doubt
they were originally addressed to Israel as a nation, in which case
they had to be taken in a limited sense because the promises which
speak of eternity as this one does-" I will betroth thee unto Me for
ever "-cannot exhaustively be applied to any condition of people
on this earth of ours. Nay, these words have a proper application
to a spiritual people, the Israel of God not according to the flesh, but
sinners-alike the children of Abraham by nature and sinners without
any claim whatever on the commonwealth of Israel-sinners, in other
words, of Jew and Gentile alike. And if you care to follow up the
subject for yourselves you will on your return home study the third
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, that chapter that speaks about
every mouth being stopped and all the world being brought in guilty
before God. So it was God's purpose to convict the world of sin and
to glorify the riches of His grace by having mercy upon these His
people hidden in the world lying in the wicked one. "I will betroth
thee unto Me." Here God is making choice of a people-here He is
making choice of a bride. "I will betroth thee unto Me." Dear
friends, the subject of the forthcoming Clifton Conference is intimately
connected with this subject of ours to-night and my mind delights
to dwell in anticipation on the precious truth that will then be handled,
please God, namely, " Union with Christ: the Bride, the Bridegroom,
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb." These glories are in store for
the people of God.
Now we shall notice in due order what is set before us here. First
we observe there are three, neither more nor fewer, three Divine assurances recorded. You observe the word" betroth" is used three times
over. Jehovah Who is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost declares His
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purpose and gives the assurance to His people, " 1 will," "I will," "I
will." See, God is in one mind, none can turn Him in this His glorious
purpose of having a people for His Own Name, a people of inheritance,
a Church worthy of Himself, a temple not made with hands, and therefore Divinely built, "eternal in the heavens." "I will "-1 delight
to dwell on the" 1 wills" of Holy Scripture when they are God's" 1
wills"; but when 1 read any passage of man saying" 1 will," then
1 feel how vain the utterance is, for human resolutions-" 1 will " or
" we will "-are all of them contingent or conditional, liable to miscarriage because they are built upon sand, and God, dear friends, is
a jealous God and He very frequently brings to nothing the" 1 wills"
of man. May God keep you and me from ever speaking in such
dogmatic language as that. May He ever give us grace to qualify
" 1 will" by adding" if the Lord will." This was it, you remember,
that was brought before us some time since in connection with the
Epistle General of James when we handled the text which speaks of
the presumption of those who said "I will go into such a city and
make gain"; and then the holy writer goes on to impress his lesson,
for, he says, you ought to say, "If the Lord will we will do this or
that." How little we know what an hour may bring any of us. Tonight, my friends, here we are gathered in quietude in the kind providence of God, having been occupied through the past precious hour in
worshipping, 1 hope in spirit and in truth, for such worshippers God
seeks to worship Him. Oh, but in another hour anyone of us, or any
number of us, may be called to face very solemn sudden realities.
Our times are in God's hands. Do not presume, young hearers, because
you are young to-night, and health, and strength are yours, do not
presume upon to-morrow. You may never see to-morrow's light.
Every bone of your· body is in God's Hand. Your going out and your
coming in, your downsitting and your uprising-such things are in
God's Hand, and here the element of contingency comes in. Therefore
beware of thus speaking, "I will-I will". But oh, bless Godmay we all bless Him-that He can speak promises and deliver declarations such as these we have in our text to-night, saying, "I will,
1 will, 1 will," and none can call into question the integrity of His promise,
and His sufficiency in fulfilling it. .Since, then, the foundation of the
Lord standeth thus sure, what a blessed resting-place it is for faith
to trust Him, safely to repose her hope here, and find her rest here.
The Lord has spoken. Enough! His word cannot miscarry or return
unto Him void. "My counsel shall stand, and 1 will do all My
pleasure." Now this is the pleasure of the Lord which we contempla:te
-" 1 will betroth thee unto Me." This union between God and His
elect people is, 1 conceive, one of the greatest marvels in the universe.
That a holy God should ever by any means bring about a union between
Himself and rebel-hearted sinners such as we are by nature, beloved
hearers, is, 1 repeat, one of the greatest marvels in the universe. It
is not, however, a work God has undertaken and may presently acknowledge to be too great for Himself for, as the Holy Scriptures
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declare, " The Lord is great and doeth wondrous things, He is God
alone." "I will have a people, this people have I formed for Myself,
they shall show forth My praise." And when we further contemplate
the character of many of those whom God has proved and evidenced
to be His Own people the wonder is intensified, for if you study the
Bible characters, how many of them you will find to have been chief
sinners, eminent sinners. And yet all these eminent or chief sinners
God by His grace made eminent saints, men who bore the likeness of
the God Who begat them in an eminent degree. And this He did no
doubt for the encouragement of those who afterwards should believe
in the same Redeemer. Just as Jesus says, you remember, in the
seventeenth of John when He had been praying for the little handful
of those believing followers who were with Him at that time on earth,
" Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on Me through their word." Yes, the Lord contemplates His people
as a whole, His Church in her totality, as well as distributively and
individually. Hence you will observe that our text to- ~ight is addressed,
so far as the actual terms go, to the individual. "I will betroth thee"
-not" you." No doubt the language is to be taken of the Church
in her totality, the Church of God as a whole-" thee." I love to think
that the individual whom God has loved from eternity is also the
individual addressed here, "I will betroth thee, poor sinner, l' will
betroth thee, thou chief sinner, thou eminent sinner, thou sinner of
sinners, I will betroth thee of all others, of all men, unto Me." Oh,
think, dear friends, of the sins the blood of Jesus has washed away
during the past six thousand years. Oh, think of the innumerable
iniquities, transgressions and sins His atonement has met; so that His
blood has blotted out as a thick cloud the transgressions and as a dense
cloud the sins of His Israel. That blood is still operative to-night in
cleansing poor sinners, coming sinners, sinners who confess their helplessness and ruin with broken hearts and contrite spirits, who answer
to the description Jesus Himself gives, "wea,ry and heavy ladent
These bidden by the Lord have come-.. Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God, I come."

Yes, still we have to preach the glorious Gospel" This Man receiveth
sinners and eateth with them "-none so welcome as those who realize
themselves to be chief sinners. To these individuals 'the word of
encouragement and assurance comes, "I will betroth thee unto Me
for ever", The Lord, the God of grace, you see, when He receives
a sinner, enters into concord with him, into fellowship with him, and
by precious promises He places Himself under everlasting obligation
to that sinner. Oh, think of my last expression. I say God, by promising graciously to the coming sinner, places Himself under eternal
obligation to that sinner. By His word spoken, by that word which
cannot lie, God holds Himself bound to keep the promise and covenant
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unto them that fear Him. Hence our text is thus worded, "I will
betroth thee unto Me for ever." It is an everlasting union. Earthly
unions are terminated by death, or by sadder methods, but this union
between Christ, the living God in Christ, and the Church, which means
chief sinners, a vast multitude no man can number of eminent sinners,
this union is indissoluble. "I will betroth thee unto Me for ever."
So that the dear sinner who to-night ventures through grace on the
-merits of Jesus, pleads only His blood, His righteousness and obedience
for acceptance in God's sight, comes into the happy relationship unto
God which this text of ours expresses, namely, "for ever I betroth
thee unto Me."
Then you will notice in the next place how God puts Himself on
oath when making this promise, for He says" Yea." That was the
Divine oath. This is one of the titles of The Word of God, " The Yea
and Amen." And all God's thoughts in Christ are Yea, and they
are in Him Amen, so that when God uses this asseveration " Yea"
He takes His own Name into His lips. "Yea" signifies truth, perfect
truth, changeless truth, eternal truth. " Yea, I will betroth thee
unto Me," first" in righteousness." Oh, it is a lovely thought this
that God in receiving sinners does a righteous thing in receiving them.
You have it in the first Epistle of John, the first chapter: "If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just," or righteous, "to forgive
us our sins." How so ~ Because He has already received satisfaction
for these sins, all of them, at the Hands of Jesus Who died the Just
in the place of the unjust that He might bring the unjust to a just
God--" just to forgive us our sins." "I will betroth thee unto Me
in righteousness," "in justice." God promised, the Father promised
His co-equal and co-eternal Son that He should possess these people
on terms of redemption, and Christ accepted these people, these sinners,
at the Father's Hands, placed Himself under obligation to redeem
them and make atonement for their guilt, to reconcile them to God,
to quicken them by the Holy Ghost, to place them amongst the sons
and daughters of the Lord Almighty, to preserve them by His power
through all time, and changes, and circumstances, and finally to present
them faultless before His Father's Presence with exceeding joy. All
this Jesus undertook, accepted these guilty sinners at the Father's
Hand, purposing and promising to die their penal death, and to pay
to the last farthing their every debt to the law of God. "Yea, in
righteousness I will betroth thee." But likewise" in judgment," by
. which we understand the discrimination of God. What He does for
His people, what He does in His people, and what He does by His
people He does discriminatively. He knows what He is doing, He
knows for whom He is doing it. God acts in all things according to
His most inscrutable wisdom, there is no error and therefore no
failure in the work of His Hands. Hence in betrothing these people
unto Himself, He is doing it with a perfect knowledge of the manner
of people they are, with a perfect acquaintance with all their demerits,
their unworthiness, their sinfulness, their hell-deservedness.
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"Yea, I will-I will-betroth thee unto Me in discrimination, I
will take all things concerning thee into account." There are times,
fellow-believers, when the enemy comes in upon our souls like a
flood, a flood of iniquity, and we lose our joy, our peace, our comfort,
and our communion, and our light, and we walk in darkness, and the
enemy tempts us with the thought that God is against us, that now
we have sinned away Hislove, now we have alienated His pity, His
mercy, His compassion, and that all our former religion was a delusion,
and our former profession hypocrisy. Now what a mercy that such
fears are not justified by fact, are not justified by the truth of God.
Here are the terms-" Yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in discrimination
of all these possible circumstances." Ah yes, that sin which grieves
your memory to-night, dear child of God, which causes you to bow
the head in self-consciousness before God, was nailed to the cross with
Jesus. He met that sin of yours in His own Person on the tree. For
it He died and by dying put it away. That was in the book but it
is no longer there, the blood He shed, purged away and blotted out
that which otherwise had testified against you. "Their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no more." Yes, He took all these
things and many more into account, and it was in discrimination that
He set you apart for Himself and gave you to Christ, and it was in
full anticipation of all that I have said and much more, that Jesus
died, dear child of God, in your stead. He did it all in the greatness
of His love to your soul. Therefore all that had otherwise been against
you is now powerless to touch a hair of your head. If God be for us
in grace, if God be for us in mercy, if in love God be for us, who, I ask
can be against us? If God justify us, who ,then shall condemn us?
And it is God that justifies. It is Christ that died, yea He hath risen
from the dead, having justified Himself and His people from all iniquity.
It is Christ Who intercedes for us at the right hand of God, What
shall we then say to these things? ,
" I will betroth thee unto Me in lovingkindness." I would enlarge
on this expression as well as the next" in mercies," had I time. Contemplate, dear friends, carefully these assurances, these declarations
made by the lips that never lied, by the lips Divine. "I will betroth
thee unto Me in lovingkindness." Oh, He might have said" in kindness "-that would have been marvellous, but He qualifies His kindness,
He tells us it shall be loving kindness. Men often do a kindness one
to another, the thing itself is kind, it is unmerited, but it may not be
done lovingly, but the Lord in betrothing His people to Himself does
so in lovingkindness, lovingkindness. Never love like His. Never
kindness like His. Never, therefore, lovingkindness like His. "And
in mercies "-Why it is all mercy and therefore it is put in the plural,
" in mercies." "Depth of mercy," says one, "can there be mercy
still reserved for me ?" And many a child of God has cried out of
that deep and uttered these words, or felt them. But no child of God
was ever so low as that the mercy of God did not go lower to lift him
up out of the horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, to put his feet upon
27
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the Rock of ages, and to order his goings in mercy. Oh, dear friends,
this union between God and His people, between Christ and His Church,
is' based on, built on, mercy, mercy, mercy, the mercy of the Father,
the mercy of the Son, and the mercy equally of the Holy Ghost.
God is called" the Father of Mercies." Oh, that we might realize
day by day increasingly our indebtedness to the Lord for His daily
mercies. Why, it is mercy that He has opE}ned our eyes to see our
need, it is mercy that opens our eyes to see Him still more clearly,
and to see Him to be unto us the joy and rejoicing of our hearts.
And then you shall notice with me finally, "I will even betroth
thee unto Me in faithfulness; and thou shalt know-thou shalt 7cnowthe Lord." This promise is to all His people before they know Him.
He says" thou shalt know." And He brings them into His knowledge
in His Own set time, one by this method,and another by that. Some
are brought in very gently, almost imperceptibly, into the fold, into
the family; otherS are brought in suddenly with great demonstration
on the part of the Holy Ghost, a deeper conviction of sin theirs th,an
known by some others. The Lord has His Own methods of bringing
in His chosen people, but they shall all know Him, and they shall all
know Him as their salvation, and they shall know Him as their
portion, as their everlasting portion.
"Thy Maker is thine Husband "-this, in the fifty-fourth of Isaiahand just let me tell you in passing that in the original the word" Maker"
is in the plural number-" thy Makers," which again brings in the
Tri-unity of Jehovah. This union is not only with Chnst, it is union
with the Father, it is union with the Holy Ghost, it is union with the
living God in the Trinity of His Persons. Oh, this depth of grace.
Oh, this height of mercy. Was I not justified at the outset, beloved
friends, when I said I thought that union between a holy God and
chief sinners was one of the greatest marvels in the univerBe ~
Eternity will be none too long for the Lord's people to praise Him for
their union with Himself. Amen.
SERMONETTE.
THE GLORY OF CHRIST.
(ISAIAH ix. 6-7.)

By

M.A., B.D.
WE have lately meditated upon the sublime truth of the incarnation
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He was born a babe at
Bethlehem, but He is now" The King of glory" (Ps. xxiv. 7-10),
and" Lord of all" (Acts x. 36) exalted to the right hand of God the
Father (Eph. i. 20-21), " crowned with glory and honour" (Heb. ii. 9).
In these days of apostasy from the truth, His people must exalt Him
as much as they can, though they cannot exalt Him more than He
is exalted in the Holy Scriptures written by men of God" moved by
the Holy Spirit." "He," (said the Lord Jesus of the Holy Spirit,)
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" shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall show it
unto you" (John xvi. 14).
Take for example the text at the head of this Sermonette, Isaiah
ix. 6, " For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon His shoulder and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father (Hebrew,
Father of Eternity), Prince of Peace." This is no other than Messiah,
or Christ, in His twofold nature of God and Man united in one Person.
" Unto us a child is born," born of a virgin according to the prophecy
of Isaiah vii. 14 (Matt. i. 23). "For unto us a son is given "-the Son
of God-whose Deity is made known by His Name-" Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father." That this is a prophecy
of Messiah, or Christ, is evident from the next verse, " Of the increase
of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom to establish it, and to uphold it with
judgment and with righteousness from henceforth even for ever."
This has not yet come to pass, but will in God's own time. "The zeal
of the Lord of hosts shall perform this." As an example of a testimony
to the glory of Christ, in the New Testament, take Philippians ii. 9-11.
After speaking of the Lord's humiliation and obedience unto death,
even the death of the cross, the 'apostle goes on to say, "Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of ,things in heaven, and things in earth and things under the earth."
Be it noted, here, that these words do not give the slightest warrant
for bowing at the name of Jesus. In the first place it is co~rectly
translated as in the R.V. "in the name of Jesus," and it is " every
knee" that shall bow, which clearly implies subjection to Him as Lord
of all. (See Gen. xli. 43). This will yet be fulfilled in the future.
Every knee does not bow to Him. Far from it! But the time is
coming when every knee shall bow to Him, and all created beings shall
acknowledge His sovereignty in heaven, in earth, and under the earth,
" And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father" (Verse 11).
The late Rev. Dr. Hawker, of Plymouth, said, in one of his sermons,
"Christ is the sum and substance of the whole Bible. He is the object
of all ordinances, the thing signified in all sacrifices, the end of the law
for righteousness for everyone that believeth. And when the Lord
the Holy Ghost, Who lifts up Christ to the Church in all the fulness
and completeness of His finished salvation, brings Him home to the
heart also, by the blessed influences of His sovereign grace, and forms
Him there the hope of glory; then Christ is seen, and felt,and enjoyed,
in all the sweetness and suitableness of His DiVine character."
Reader, is the Lord Jesus Christ exalted in your heart's experience 1
" All hail the power of Jesus' name,
Let angels prostrate fall.
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all."
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SOME REMARKS ON CHRIST'S COMMISSION TO HIS
DISCIPLES.
JESUS" made an end of commanding His disciples" (Matt. xi. 1) as
to what they were to do, and what to expect when they went to preach
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, that the kingdom of heaven was
at hand. They were to go without gold, silver or brass; that meant
neither the luxuries, the amenities, or the necessaries of life. They
were to make no provision for cold night or hot day; rough road or
sodden footpath; they were to have no bag for holding anything
that was given to them, and no weapon. Thus equipped with nothing,
they were to go and preach, to heal the sick, raise the dead and cast out
devils, i.e., without human means they were to do superhuman acts.
The Lord told them of wolves, and of councils, of variances, desertions,
hatred and death,-of fellowship with Himself, Who was despised
and rejected, and was looked upon as coming from beneath. All that
was one side of the matter, but the balancing was with Him, and into
the other scale Christ put promises of the wisdom and the power that
would come to them from Himself. He told them that such was His
care for them that He would count them His own worst adversaries
who would not be kind to them, and His own best friends those who
ministered to their needs. Their every movement was His care. And
as they went away, two by two, they would speak one to another of
all He had said of His tremendous judgments, of His exact rewards,
of the certainty of afflictions into which they would come, and of the
corresponding certainty of His q.nremitting care of His all-seeing
knowledge, and His all-ruling power. Are not His ways equal 1 As
the tribulation abounds, so also the consolation sooner or later, but
does not the scale ever remain down with the tenderness of His love,
the full measure, pressed down and running over of Divine goodness
and plenteousness 1
I daresay that as they talked over all that He had said to them,
they would find some things easy to understand; of others they would
ask, What is this that He saith 1 We cannot tell what He saith. Is
it not so with His people still 1 Very often they know not what He
saith, what He means. They ask their own hearts what His words,
His ways, His dealings have meant, for there is no man to interpret
them to them. In this respect the days of darkness are many. But
the Lord in His commission said, " What I tell you in darkness, that
speak ye in light." He spoke to them in proverbs and in parables, and
they could not see His meaning until, as on one or another happy
occasion He opened their understanding, and they knew what it all
had meant. "Lo," one of them said, " now speakest Thou plainly, and
speakest no parable." Words and promises that come or have come
to us at one time or another, do they not feel like parables, or dark
sayings 1 but the light will yet rise, as it did with Hezekiah for instance,
and in the sweet return of his prayer and supplication, he let all around
and about him hear, what God had done for his soul and for his body.
May the Lord, while we walk in darkness, and wonder what His
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words or promises have meant, prepare us Himself for His shining, so
that we will be glad whatever His interpretation is. "Then were the
disciples glad when they saw the Lord." Even in literal darkness He
said to them many things which they have spoken to us in the light
of the Gospel. He said, "Fear not," in the fourth watch of the night.
He said, " Peace be unto you." He showed to Nicodemus the way of
life. He said, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." All
these sayings of His spoken in darkness, are our more sure word of
prophecy, whereunto we do well to take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the day-star arise in
our hearts.
" What ye hear in the ear," the Lord said, " that proclaim ye upon
the housetops." We do not well, as the four leprous men felt, to be
silent in a day of good tidings. The Lord said to Peter in his ear, that
he was not to call that common which Himself had cleansed, and
Peter went and preached that to the Gentiles also God had granted
repentance unto life. That is what the Gospel preaches on the housetop, that there is forgiveness with Him, and that Christ is exalted a
Prince and a Saviour, to give it to those who are far off and to those
who are near.
Another thing that the Lord said in His commission to the disciples,
was, "He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy
of Me, and He that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy
of Me." And I wondered what is worthy of Him that we ever do or
think or say. How poverty-stricken it all is. Prayer, for instance,
is groaned out as if He was more ready to grudge than we to ask, as if
He is unwilling to delight in His people's joy and prosperity. That
surely is an unworthy attitude; Is it kindness to our Friend, Who
came out of the greatest and purest love that will ever be known even
in an eternity of unruffled peace ? We praise Him also-at least some
do, as if it is only occasionally that we receive good at His hands,
whereas the truth is that He daily loads us with benefits, tangible and
intangible, and He tells us that if these are too little, He can give us
anything else, everything indeed, that is good. But we hope in Him
as if His resources were very limited, and we trust Him as if He was as
changeable as ourselves. However, He mentioned love only. If our
love was worthy of Him all else would come after-trust, and hope and
prayer and quiet confidence. We need the blessed Spirit to give us
to do as Christ said in the thirty-ninth verse of the chapter to lose our
lives for His sake. The woman who came behind Him and anointed
Him was one who lost her life in His. She anointed Him for His
burial, because she knew by His own revelation that He was about to
lay down His life for her sake. He was the Holy One, harmless and
undefiled. He was the Christ of God, and equal with God, while she was
sinful, abject, helpless, lost. She gave Him her whole heart, and the
gift showed that she was worthy of Him. Nothing was left behind;
no self confidence, or self seeking, she boasted in Him only; He was
FOLLOWER-ON.
all her salvation and all her desire.
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" ACCEPTED."
You are all familiar with the use of this word in daily life. A muchdesired post becomes vacant, and quickly there are many applicants
for it, but only one person is required. So a most careful selection
is made, and the one whose qualifications seem most suitable is
accepted to fill the post to his delight.
If a young man feels that God has called him to preach the Gospel
to the heathen, he may offer his services to a well-known Evangelical
Society. Before, however, he can be accepted for the important work,
he has to be most carefully examined as to his fitness to engage in
such work. Those who are appointed for the purpose of sending out
missionaries must first be satisfied that he is truly converted, that he
has received a call from God, that he has a fairly good knowledge
of the Bible, that his health is good, and so on. If, after careful
inquiry, he is considered suitable, he is accepted for training. Thus
he will be further tested before being accepted to go forth as a missionary
to the heathen.
But I wish to write of a wonderful truth set before us in Ephesians
i. 6, where the Apostle Paul under the teaching of the Holy Spirit
states: "He hath made us accepted in the Beloved." He refers to
himself and all real believers at Ephesus, so the statement is true of
all believers now. It is quite usual to hear preachers speak of accepting
Ohrist, as if poor, sinful, unconverted creatures were capable of doing
so, but this is not the teaching of Scripture. No! through the grace
and mercy of God, the believer is "accepted in the Beloved," and
Who is He? The One of Whom the Father spoke, when He said,
" This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased," the eternal
Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave His life a ransom for
many, making full atonement for their sins by His death upon the
cross.
The believer, then, is accepted because of this, for we read of our
Saviour in the next verse, " In Whom we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace."
All the accepted ones have all their sins forgiven because of the precious
blood that was shed. There are no qualifications required, for
" All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him."
Our hearts should be filled with praise and thanksgiving, as we realize
something of His grace, for all the accepted ones have been taught by
the Holy Spirit what is their condition in the sight of God, and have
fled for refuge to Him Who is mighty to save.
If, by God's grace, we are accepted in the Beloved, we are safe for
ever. A person might be accepted for a position on earth, and yet
forfeit all the blessings and privileges connected with it by failure to
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attend properly to his duties, or by even more serious faults. But
those who are accepted in Ohrist have the assurance of His Own words,
" Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." Paul wrote to
the believers at Phillipi: "Being confident of this very thing that
He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ." (See also John x. 27, 28). We cannot keep
ourselves, but day by day we may come" boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need." Rejoice, dear young believer, in the fact that you are" accepted
in the Beloved," and seek to walk worthy of your high calling in
Christ Jesus.
E. A. H.
CHURCH UNION IN INDIA.
METHODIST DEBATE ON SACERDOTALISM.
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THE Methodist Church Conference was resumed at Central Hall,
Westminster, yesterday (July 17th).
A discussion arose on a report, presented by a committee of the
Methodist Missionary Society, on the negotiations towards Church
union in South India. The Rev. W. J. Noble, one of the secretaries
of the Society, pointed out that the scheme was one to bring into one
Church, Anglican, Methodist, and Congregational, besides others. It
would be a new type of Church. Observing," We have come to a
stage when there are certain fundamental questions which must be
settled before the scheme of union can proceed any further," Mr. Noble
said that there were two vital matters relating to the subject of
episcopacy.
One was whether the scheme meant that no Bishop could ever
sanction the occasional celebration of Holy Communion by a nonepiscopally ordained minister in a congregation that had hitherto
.been accustomed to the services of episcopally ordained ministers.
The other was whether or not presbyters should take part in the
ordination and consecration of Bishops. The report of the committee
stated:. "That in view of the fact that the question of consecration
of Bishops may be reopened at the next session of the Joint Committee
in India, the Conference urges that further consideration be given to
the whole subject."
The Rev. Dr. Lofthouse, Principal of Handsworth College, Birmingham, said: "We have come to a point when not only for the s.ake of
the people of South India but also for the whole Church we should
make it perfectly clear that we have definite convictions of our own,
just as definite as those on the other side. The point is this: Have we
now to regard Bishops as an order in possession ofa grace which no
one but Bishops can give and which no man can take away ~ If you
admit that, then really the way is open and more than open for us to
become Sacerdotalists. If you do not admit that, you .are still true
to those Evangelical principles of the Reformation which, I take it, are
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dearer to us than any project, however much we may desire it, of
reunion either in South India or here."
He hoped there would go out from the Conference some word which
would strengthen their friends in South India to be definite in regard
to the question of combination and co-operation in matters of
consecration.
FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES.
Dr. Ryder Smith, Principal of Richmond College, said the Sacerdotalist issue-he did not use the term offensively, but in its Latin
origin-was for him a fundamental issue. It was not one of those
qu.estions that could be left open. The issues raised at the Reformation
were for him fundamental issues. The whole idea of the scheme,
however, was that certain of those issues should be left permanently
open in the projected united Church, and treated as secondary matters.
He agreed that there was no danger at present, but they had to take
the long view. Who would have said two or three generations ago
that there was no danger of this sort of thing in England? What
happened yesterday at the White City? Who can say what will
happen in two or three generations?
We should make it clear that we are not going to commit ourselves
to a Church that is not faithful to all the doctrines of the Reformation.
The President pointed out that the scheme of union was not yet in
its final form.
The debate was adjourned.-The Times, July 18th.
(N.B.-The question "What happened yesterday at the White
City? " referred to the Pontifical High Mass celebrated there by the
Anglo-Catholic Congress in connection with the Oxford Movement
Centenary.-EDITOR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

~

j

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.

'If

THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the

receipt of the following donations to the Fund:---,£ s. d. I
" A Bath Friend"
1 0 0 I Burton, Mr. S. E.
..
Knott, Miss A.
..
" A Pilgrim" (per Miss
1 0 0 Pontifex, Mrs.
..
L. Ormiston)

£
0
0
0

s.
4
4
10

f.·~

d.
0
0
0

" IT is all of His sovereign goodness and grace that on any night, any
day, at any place, by any word, He met with us and blessed us, truly
quickening us and converting us to Himself. Yes, the song will be,
, Praise ye the Lord. Praise the Lord, 0 my soul. I was blind, and
now I see; I was dead, now I am alive; I was distant from God, and
He came near to me; I knew Him not, but He spoke to me.' "-J. K.
Popham.
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THE LATE MISS LIZZIE SPARKS.
" JUST a line to let you know," writes a kind correspondent, " that
dear Miss Sparks was taken Home last evening. Her last understandable words were that 'she was upon the Rock.' What a mercy!
The funeral is at Nunhead next Tuesday at 11.30 a.m. We are
unknown to each other in the flesh, but have fellowship in the Spirit,
and I might say that both my wife and I have many times enjoyed the
writings in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
An eternity in those few words, and blessed be our God, an eternity
of His blessings, even "life for evermore" !
And thus the intimation reaches me that yet one more beloved
friend has arrived at Home and is eternally" shut in " and blessedly
"satisfied." "All her sorrows left below, and earth exchanged for
heaven."
Dear Miss Lizzie Sparks was one of the truly and blessed meek of
the earth. She ever had low views of herself and exalted views of her
Lord and such a warm love for the brethren. She, with her life-long
friend and companion in the Lord (Miss Margaret Bennett) came to
Bristol during the valued ministry of the late beloved James Ormiston,
and it was thus we were at once knit together in the bonds of the
everlasting Gospel, and ofttimes held sweet and hallowed fellowship
one with the other in the Lord. Later, when they had removed from
this city to Tilehurst, near Reading, I paid a brief visit to them there,
and well recall 'the evening of my arrival when we sat over the fire,
just three friends in God, and conversed of His ways and acts, ofttimes
so mysterious to flesh and blood, and perplexing to our finite minds,
and how we needed Him every moment and the cry arose in our hearts,
as one of them said, " Lord direct us, we are fools." Little did any
of us think then as we parted, with our friendship and fellowship more
than ever warmed and cemented, that dear Miss Margaret Bennett
would in three weeks from that time (July, 1911) be swiftly gathered
to her eternal rest! Miss Sparks was never the same after that great
shock and loss. She did not murmur nor fret against the will of her
Heavenly Father, but it was plain to see her apparently helpless
feeling of the loss of the one upon whom she leaned for counsel and
companionship, and the strain of the aloneness and constant flittings
told upon her health.
I visited her at Lee, near Blackheath, and again at Streatham
during the awful War, and it was all too visible the strain of her abiding
sorrow, and her sleepless nights, though unspoken. It was on one of
those visits she told me the sweet story of being in a London omnibus
one day and lost to all around, her heart being full of sorrow, she did
not realize that tears were welling up in her eyes until, as she was
stepping off the board, most tenderly the conductor gave his hand of
help as he whispered" Jesus wept!" The sweet surprise and the
gentle reminder lifted the burden at that time and sent her on her way
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rejoicing at the truth that the Lord has His witnesses where we may
least expect to find them.
It was dear Miss L. Sparks who took me to an anniversary service
at Grove Chapel, and thus was I privileged to see the sacred building
with its hallowed associations; the tablet to my beloved father's
memory, and the vestry with its portraits of worthies. Twice I visited
her subsequently at Norwood and she came to me in Bristol, and at
every meeting one was impressed with her gentle spirit, strong confidence
in the unerring wisdom of her God and love to His people. She was
not a talker, but one who held fast to the precious truths of the Word
and as set forth in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and by the
few remarks culled from some of her letters, we see how great was
the interest she took in those whom she loved in the Lord. In a letter
written in November, 1925, she says, "My dear little neice appears
nearing 'the valley of the shadow' and is suffering rather much,
but Jesus is so dear to her, she is just longing to go to Him. It is
wonderful the way the dear Lord is leading and drawing her to Himself
. . . 'Wonders of grace to God belong, repeat His mercies in your
song.' How true, He is indeed a wonder-working God, wonderful in
all His works and ways and in the grace He has put into the heart
of this dear child. . . . I could write much more to the praise and
glory of His great and holy Name. . . . How hopeless things look
with regard to Prayer Book revision! But Jehovah-Jesus reigns and
He is mightier than all His foes."
Again, a later letter referring to blessing received in the pages of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE our dear friend wrote, " Sweet and precious is
the contribution this month . . . whatever the trial is, our souls will
still be saying He is a good God! He is goodness and mercy and
where would we be if He were not ~ Poor, weak, sinful worms of the
earth, we are constantly having to confess that' when we would do
good, evil is present with us, which causes us to cry out,
"Lord why is this I trembling cry?
Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death?
• Tis in this way,' the Lord replies,
'I answer prayer for grace and faith.' .'

In another letter, full of her usual sweet sympathy, she refers to
a time of " terrible anguish and suspense" in which I was then called
to pass through, and then she rejoices with me in the assurance that
" help had been given you and you were rejoicing in the faithfulness
of your God and Saviour. Dear Mrs. D. L. J. wrote me, 'How cheering
for our dear R. to have such testimonies whilst passing through such
a deep trial-but all will make to the praise and glory of the Lord
Who delivers out of them all.'
". . . I trust the bracing air of Scotland will be beneficial to dear
Miss L.O., whom I am sorry to hear is looking so poorly.
"How cheering for Mr. B. to have a good hope of several of his
Bible-class boys! Alas! how few lads think of eternity nowadays;
.every moment seems spent on some worldly thought or excitement.
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" I have read your references to' clouds' in the book of Job. Truly
he had many clouds overshadowing him, but through all his many and
great trials he could say, ' The righteous shall hold on his way,' and
again, ' I know that my Redeemer liveth,' and ' will He plead against
me with His great power 1 No, but He would put strength in me' ;
and so it is that we, too, can say, ' When I am weak then am I strong,'
because He renews with His strength, and then we are able to ' run
and not be weary, to walk and not faint.' "
There were yet many more weary days and months for our beloved
friend, but now all the waiting time is over; no more weariness nor
limitations of body or mind. Dear Miss Lizzie Sparks knew Whom
she believed; she rested her all upon" Jesus' blood and righteousness."
She long waited for God's salvation, and now she is seeing the King
in His beauty" without a veil between" of sin and sinful infirmities,
and she is re-united to her loved ones in that tearless world, where
the Lamb is all the glory in the midst of them, and has wiped the
last tear away, and where all the former things are buried in the ocean
of His all-satisfying love, and He is declaring in the midst of His
great congregation His Father's Name, and leading their praises of
redeeming love as He presents them with, " Behold I and the children
R.
whom the Lord hath given Me."

Q!ottesponlJenrt.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A diligent distributor writes: "Thank you very
much for the splendid parcel of literature. We are so grateful for your
kind help in this way and do praise God. Presently we shall see Him
face to face. What a joy to know we have a home eternal in the
heavens. The coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 'We are living in
solemn days. God is speaking. The times are difficult and one's
faith is tried, but God is faithful. May we rest in His love." A friend
has written: "Your name has been given to me by a friend, in fact
he has sent me a copy of your last Report. From this I gather a very
good work is being carried on by you in the distribution of the Gospel
and religious literature. May the Lord bless your labours and rejoice
your heart by giving you to see many signs following the distribution
of His Word. I have been having tracts printed and circulated, and
it gives me pleasure to send you a quantity which I should be so glad
if you would send out with your other literature. If more are required
I shall be happy to send them. Kindly accept the enclosed cheque (£2)
for your own use with my Christian love." The diamond jubilee year
of the book-mission will close at the end of September, and fresh help
to the funds is needed.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, August, 1933.
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PROTEST AGAINST PUBLIC MASS.

1j

SEQUEL TO THE WHITE CITY CELEBRATION.
ApPEAL TO PRIMATE.
STRONG CRITICISM OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT.

....'

(From The Morning Post, July 18th last.)
A DEPUTATION representing laymen in thirty-two English dioceses
yesterday deposited at Lambeth Palace a strong protest against the
celebration of Mass at the White City on Sunday, in connection with
the Oxford Movement Centenary celebrations.
This" urgent appeal of laymen of England" to the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York urged their Lordships" to give heed to the
deep and widespread anxiety and grief ofa very large body of the
laity of England at the manifest favour and approval which is being
shown to the celebrations of the centenary of the Oxford Movement
by yourselves, by many of the Bishops, and by a large body of the
clergy, regardless of the fact that the Oxford Movement openly stands
for teaching which is not that of the Church of England.
" This deputation desires to remind your Lordships that the' Public
Masses' in places of entertainment constitute an outrage on the
sentiments .and traditions of the Protestant peoples of this land.
" ITS GOAL IS ROME."
" We desire to ask you more particularly to proclaim your public
disavowal of these Masses on the grounds:
"1. That the Oxford Movement stands openly and avowedly for
teaching repudiated by the Church of England at the Reformation;
that its goal is Rome; that it stands definitely for the undoing of
the Reformation and the restoration of Roman teaching and practices;
that it is definitely at war with Protestantism and Protestants.
"2. That the illustration of the' altar' in the Press makes it absolutely clear that the' Sacrifice of the Mass' is the purpose and intention
of the Oxford Movement; that it is making a public spectacle of the
most solemn occasion in our corporate religious life; that such a
display is absolutely against the traditions of the Church of England
and is offensive to the religious feelings of the British people.
"3. That these celebrations and the work of the Oxford Movement
generally are not making for unity, peace and concord in the Church,
but definitely and unavoidably for conflict and disruption; they not
only create a deep cleavage within the Church of England but are
rendering union with other Christian Churches utterly impossible."
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THE DEPUTATION.
This protest was left at Lambeth Palace by Sir John Haslam, M.P.,
Mr. F. W. Gilpin (members of the Church Assembly), Lieutenant-Colonel
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Hope Biddulph, and Mr. W. Poynter Adams, on behalf of a deputation of fifty-two.
Although Dr. Lang, who was at Canterbury for the Diocesan Conference, could not receive the deputation, he had written to say that he
would give the matter his" careful consideration."
The deputation left an address in which they repudiated "this
Anglo-Catholic Movement which finds its fullest expression in the
recent manifesto of 350 clergy who have declared that the Movement
has its goal in re-union with the Church of Rome and complete subordination to the Pope."
Prominent members of the deputation, in addition to those who
went to Lambeth, included Lord Gisborough, Lady Bates, Sir Arthur
Hazlerigg, Sir Edgar Plummer, Sir Arthur Phayre, Sir Samuel Roberts,
General Sir Beauvoir de Lisle, Rear-Admiral Sir Harry Stileman,
Brigadier-General H ..Clifton Brown, M.P., and Brigadier-General
Charles de Winton.
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DR. PUSEY'S GROSS MISREPRESENTATIONS.
By THE REV. SEYMER E. TERRY, M.A.
(Oommunicated. )
DR. PUSEY is, beyond all doubt, save the" Holy Father," the Pope, "the
greatest and most popular teacher" that mediawalists in our midst
still have. In his work, "The Doctrine of the Real Presence, as
Contained in the Fathers," he claims to have sl).own that they all teach
the Real Presence in the bread and wine after the consecration, and
he challenges anyone to prove that they do not.
Dr. Harrison very ably took up the challenge, and proves in his
two volumes, containing 1,160 pages, that Dr. Pusey'sassertions that
the Fathers taught the Real Presence are not trustworthy, and that
hs made" unfair translations, partial quotations, garbled extracts and
inexcusable omissions." He shows that Dr. Pusey bore false witness
of the Fathers, and deceived all who believed his statements, and that
Dr. Pusey was not a follower of the Fathers, but of one named
Paschasius, who, in the year 844, first introduced the doctrine of the
Real Presence into the Church; and he writes: "Dr. Pusey is practically in the English Church, in regard to his telloching on the Eucharist
in the nineteenth century, what Paschasius was in the ninth century
in the Roman Church." Dr. Harrison's two volumes were published
in 1871. In 1872 the reviewer of The Ohristian Advocate, pp. 227, 228,
said :" Misrepresentation of authorities is the gravest offence of which a
controversialist can be guilty. Dr. Pusey's high position in the
University of Oxford, and the confidence placed in his personal
character, alike render the supposition one which the mind shrinks
from entertaining save on the most positive and conclusive evidence.
Nevertheless, this evidence is at hand, and it compels us to answer
the question in the negative. The quotations of Dr. Pusey are not
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trustworthy. Not only do they not authorize the conclusions drawn
from them, but they do not fully represent the real sentiment of the
very passages whence they have been selected. . . . But the fact
appears to us to be indisputable, and Dr. Harrison's bulky volumes
teem with evidence of it."
The reviewer in The Ohristian Observer, January, 1874, says :"Dr. Harrison charges Dr. Pusey with mistranslations, garbled
extracts and most striking instances of omissions of well-known passages
of the Fathers, which for a thousand years have been quoted against
his doctrine. The volume is devoted to the substantiation of these
very serious allegations, and startling instances are adduced, which
most unquestionably demand full and satisfactory explanation.
Dr. Pusey is now a very aged man, buthis fair fame must be an object
of concern to many who share his opinions. There must be some one
among them, although there may probably not be many, who has
sufficient acquaintance with patristic learning to rebut this crushing
exposure, if, indeed, the assertions of Dr. Harrison can be met.. As it
is, Dr. Pusey is arraigned before the world on charges which amount to
mendacity of the most shameful and disingenuous character. The system
of Rome, it is true, is a system of forgery and lies, but he never has
professed that he is a Romanist. We shall wait with much anxiety
to see what answer can be made by him or for him."
Dr. Harrison wrote: "No answer has been given to this date,
September, 1876." And he adds: "Archdeacon Denison, by accepting Dr. Pusey's quotations from the Fathers for what he affirmed them
to be, has been deceived. The Rev. W. E. Bennett, an ardent pupil
of Dr. Pusey, is another melancholy instance of one whom Dr. Pusey
has in effect deceived." He wrote to Dr. Pusey: "I have gradually
learned, from yourself and from other doctors of the Church, to whom
in your writings you have referred, the essential necessity of these
great truths."
The Rev. J. Keble is so thoroughly charmed with Dr. Pusey's untrue
representations that he bursts into raptures at the mental spectacle
of men of all kinds and countries, for four hundred years, uniting to
adore the Real Presence in the Sacrament as set forth by the Fathers,
according to Dr. Pusey's statements. That they so adored the Real
Presence he does not attempt to prove, but writes: "This I do not
profess to demonstrate, but accept it as demonstrated by Dr. Pusey
and others." On Eucharistic Adoration, pre£. p. vi. Dr. Harrison
remarks: "If such leading high Anglicans as Denison, Keble and
Bennett have been imposed upon by Dr. Pusey's testimony of the
Fathers, you may well suppose that others have not escaped that
delusion, and you may be quite sure that those who are thus deluded
become active agents in deluding others. This accounts for the widespread notion that the Fathers in their teaching are the patrons of
Romanists and Ritualists."
Well may Dean Goode write of these men, "Misrepresentation is
the mainstay of their caus!l," and when he had produced his unanswered
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and unanswerable and noble work on the "Eucharistic Presence,"
contradicting Dr. Pusey's Paschasian doctrine, Dr. Pusey wrote:
" These (that is to say, Dean Goode's statements) I hope to consider
when it shall please God to give me my health." Twenty years afterwards Dr. Harrison wrote to him: "It is now twenty years since you
undertook to answer Dean Goode, and you have not yet done so. You
then made the recovery of your health the necessary condition. Though
it is now twenty years ago, is it to be assumed that you have not yet
recovered a sufficient degree of health, or is it the truth, as you know
it is, that you cannot answer Dean Goode 1" To this he gave no reply.
However, in the twenty years he recovered sufficient health to write
several other works, but not enough to answer Dean Goode.
Not only Dean Goode and Dr. Harrison, but DailIe, Jeremy Taylor,
Chillingworth, Stillingfleet, Hall and many other great scholars proved
that the " Fathers" did not teach a Real Presence in the bread and
wine, but Dr. Pusey and his fellow" conspirators" have not adopted
the teaching of the Fathers, though they pretend to have done so, and
throw dust in the ey,es of the ignorant, but have adapted the Fathers
to their own views, just as a shepherd trims up the sheep to make them
look as he thinks they ought to do, to secure purchasers.
Now, we ask, is it not a shameful and wicked thing that we should
be asked to abandon the Divine teaching of God's Word, and to accept
the falsehoods and misrepresentations of such men as Dr. Pusey, all
of which exalt the so-called priests and make the laity their obedient
servants 1 Can we thank God, as we have been invited to do by most
of the Bishops, "especially for their personal holiness, their selfdiscipline, their scholarship" 1 For the last hundred years they
have been under the condemnation of those of whom the Lord Jesus
Christ said, "Ye make the Word of God of none effect by your
traditions. "
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
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AT the present time there are 1081 pensioners on the books of the
Society, and while heartily acknowledging the kindness of many
friends in assisting to maintain the necessary funds, the Committee
need an increase in the number of subscribers. That the hand of the
Lord is seen in the benefits enjoyed by our pensioners is evident.
Thus one writes, " A line to say how thankful I am to receive my pension. It is a very great blessing to me, and I do desire to thank the
dear Lord. I still suffer much pain, but what a great mercy the Lord
knows all about it."
The Committee cordially appreciate the help rendered by many
Churches in having collections on behalf of the General Fund, and
would be glad if other Churches could similarly favour them. On
Friday, July 11th, the inmates of the Hornsey Rise Home were
entertained to tea, after which kindly messages were given by Mr.
P. Wakeley and Mr. S. Hoult.

J
414

l~

~l

The Gospel M agaz.ine
ll\,ebtf\ll~

anll

jtottcf~

of

15ook~.

THE EMPTY CRADLE AND THE SILENT COT. By W. Wileman. Price 3d.
(To be had direct from Mr. W. Wileman, 44, Caddington Road,
Cricklewood, London, N.W.)
This pamphlet is addressed to Christian men and women, married
and unmarried. It is a faithful warning against the sin of using
artificial methods to prevent the birth of children. There. can be no
doubt that principles are being enunciated and practices resorted to
which are plainly contrary to the Divine words, "Be fruitful and
multiply, and replenish the earth." The consequences of walking
contrary to God's revealed will and purpose must in the end prove
disastrous to the nation, as well as to individuals.
THE OXFORD MOVEMENT FROM ACALVINISTIC POINT OF VIEW. Pp. 38.
Price 6d. post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet consists of four articles, entitled, "The Arminian
Origin of the Oxford Movement," " The History of the Oxford Movement," "The Oxford Movement and The Thirty-nine Articles," and
" Anglo-Catholicism, not the True Religion."
The first article" tends to show that the Oxford Movement, instead
of being the heir of the Evangelical Revival, was a logical development
from the teaching of the Arminian Methodist, John Wesley." It is an
ably-written article full of valuable quotations. The other three
articles are from the pens of the Rev. E. G. Bowring, the Rev. T.
Houghton and the Rev. Dr. Unmack.
The Sovereign Grace Union is to be congratulated on issuing this
pamphlet which contains so much that is valuable in relation to the
Oxford Movement. We hope it will have a good sale.

"GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF CONFUSION,
BUT OF PEACE."-1 CORINTHIANS xiv. 33.
" THIS is the reason why the spirits of the prophets must be assumed
to be subject to the prophets. They are from God; but God is not a
God of disorder or of commotion, but of peace. Therefore every spirit
which is from Him must be capable of control. He never impels men
to act contrary to the principles which He has ordained. If He wills
order to prevail in the Church, He never impels men to be disorderly.
This isa truth of wide application. When men pretend to be influenced
by the Spirit of God in doing what God forbids, whether in disturbing
the peace and order of the Church, by insubordination, violence or
abuse, or in any other way, we may be sure that they are either
deluded or imposters."-Dr. Charles Bodge on First Corinthians.
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