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A WEEPING SAINT.
"JESUS . . . saw her weeping."-JoHN xi. 33.
IT is a blessed thing to be numbered amongst GOD'S saints. All
the believing people of GOD were chosen in CHRIST by GOD the
FATHER, redeemed by the precious blood of GOD the SON, and are
all sanctified by GOD the HOLY GHOST. They are called saints
because they are sanctified, or set apart from the world by the
SPIRIT of GOD. They are described in Scripture as "washed,"
"sanctified," and "justified," and they owe the experience of
these blessings to the sanctifying operations of the SPIRIT.
Saintship, however, does not exclude the saints from sorrow and
trial, and all who pass through sorrow have occasion to weep.
It is not, therefore, to be wondered at that we read, both in the
Old and New Testaments, of weeping saints.
Abraham wept for Sarah (Gen. xxiii. 2). Jacob wept for Joseph
(Gen. xxxvii. 35). Hannah" wept sore" (1 Sam. i. 10). David
wept often (1 Sam. xxx. 4; and other places). Hezekiah, Josiah,
Ezra, and Nehemiah, all gave way to weeping (see 2 Kings xx. 3;
Ezra x. 1; Neh. i. 4).
In the New Testament we read of other saints of GOD shedding
tears. Peter wept bitterly (Matt. xxvi. 75). The woman who was
a sinner was profuse in her tears (Luke vii. 38, 44). Mary Magdalene
wept much (John xx. 11, 13, 15). The great Apostle Paul often wept
(see Acts xx. 19, 31; 2 Cor. ii. 4; Phi!. iii. 18). Timothy, too,
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shed tears (2 Tim. i. 4). Mary, the sister of Lazarus, however,
is the weeping saint to whom we specially wish to draw our reader's
attention (John xi. 31, 33).
First, notice that she wept though JESUS loved her.
We read the beautiful words, "Now JESUS loved Martha, and
her sister, and Lazarus." Here was special and particular and
peculiar love. Each member of this Bethany family was beloved
of the LORD. They differed no doubt in temperament, and in
other ways, but the LORD loved them each and all. In particular
He loved Mary. He had no doubt loved her from all eternity.
He was about to redeem her by His blood. Yet, though loved
and chosen by the LORD, and destined to eternal blessedness and
glory, she wept. She shed tears of sorrow. Her heart was sad
and she expressed her sadness by the tears which rolled down her
cheeks. Do not imagine, therefore, that because you are numbered
amongst the saints of GOD you will be exempt from sorrow. Sometimes a consciousness of your sins will cause you to weep bitterly.
Sometimes a consciousness of the rich, free, unmerited and abounding and forgiving mercy of GOD will lead to weeping. Being
forgiven much you will love much, and love to your forgiving and
gracious LORD will cause tears to flow from your eyes, as you
think that He has forgiven and cleansed such a sinner as you are.
Sometimes you may weep because of abounding error in the
professing Church, and with tears in your eyes you will warn
other saints of present-day perils. The persecutions and trials
you endure will sometimes bring tears. The partings from other
saints will cause weeping. The seeming absence of your LORD
will cause tears to flow.
The death of a beloved wife with whom you have for a great
number of years had close and' happy Christian fellowship, will
produce such a gap that you will weep as you realize that the
half of you is no longer with you.
The eternal and unchangeable love of the LORD for His saints
does not exempt them from causes of weeping. This is abundantly plain from Bible history and from experience. If other
saints were impelled to weep, who are we that we should be exempt ~
Let us not forget, however, that the LORD JESUS loves us still,
although he allows such trials to come as cause the tears to flow.
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Secondly, Mary wept because she was in sore trouble.
Her beloved brother Lazarus liad died. Apparently he and his
two sisters lived long and happily together. There came a time,
however, when he fell sick, and after a time he died, and a great
blank was made in that happy family. Mary, therefore, was in
sore trouble. She loved her brother, but now he was dead and
buried. His place in the home was vacant. No wonder that
she wept.
Lazarus, as well as Mary, was a saint of GOD, yet the LORD
allowed him to be sick and to die. JESUS loved Lazarus. He
called him a friend. Yet He allowed him to die.
Do not imagine that saintship exempts from death. The LORD'S
love to His saints may be such that He wants to transplant them
from earth to heaven. Death is not penal to the saint. It is the
necessary pathway to being "present with the LORD," to being
"with CHRIST, which is far better." The removal of a saint by
death is, however, a sore trial to other saints. Hence they naturally weep.
Thirdly, Mary wept because of a trouble from which the LORD
could have delivered her.
"If Thou hadst been here," she said, "my brother had not
died." She knew He had healed the sick, and even raised the
dead. She felt, therefore, if only He had been at Bethany when
Lazarus became sick, He would have healed him, and thus saved
him from death. He would thus have saved Mary and Martha
from keen sorrow. The hot tears would not have streamed down
their faces.
But why was not the LORD tliere to save their brother ~ Not
because He was ignorant of his case. His sisters had sent word
to the LORD, saying, "He whom Thou lovest is· sick." JESUS
heard the message. He was aware of the sickness, and of its
dangerous character. He knew, too, the longing desire of Martha
and Mary's hearts. He knew that they longed and desired that
He should come and heal their brother, but He came not. Nay,
"He abode still in the same place where He was." He abode
there two days and allowed Lazarus to die.
Does not this seem mysterious 1 Here we have two saints of
GOD in sore trouble. Their brother is sick. He is in danger of
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death. The LORD Who loved them all could have healed him. He
had received their message, and He knew of their desire, yet
He came not. He did not heal. He allowed death to take place.
He seemed not to notice the prayer and desire of the sisters.
Here is something for present-day saints. Your loved one may be
beloved of the LORD, and you, too, may be beloved of the LORD,
and you may tell Him of your trouble and yet He may not see
fit to deliver you. Yet it is always and unalterably true that
He still loves His people and doeth all things well. "This is the
confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according
to His will, He heareth us" (1 John v. 14).
It may not always be according to His will to grant our requests.
He may have some better thing in store for our loved ones. He
may wish them to be delivered for ever from all earthly pain and
suffering.
Fourthly, Mary wept, though she no doubt believed" in the resurrection at the last day" (John xi. 24).
Martha believed in it, and no doubt Mary did too. She knew,
therefore, that her brother would rise again. His corruptible body
would put on incorruption at some future date. Yet she wept.
Ah yes, we too believe in the resurrection of the body and the
glories of the future, but it would be inhuman if no tears were
shed, and no sorrow felt, when a precious and beloved one dies
and the mortal remains are laid in the tomb.
Fifthly, Mary wept in the presence of JESUS.
"When Mary was come where JESUS was ... JESUS saw her
weeping" (John xi. 32, 33). She wept in His presence. He saw
her weeping. He beheld the tears in her eyes. He saw the
evidence of her intense grief. What is more, He wept with her.
Think of it. "JESUS wept" (verse 35). Tears rolled down his
cheeks. Not once, but many times did He Himself weep. "In the
days of His flesh . . . He offered up prayers and supplications
with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him
from death, and was heard in that He feared" (Heb. v. 7). He
knows what it is to weep. He knows what it is to pray weeping.
He knows what it is to b~ allowed to die, though He prayed,
" 0 My FATHER, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me."
He prayed thus, however, in full submission to His FATHER'S
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will. "Nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt" (Matt.
xxvi. 39).
When we sorrow, we also sorrow in His presence. He sees us
weeping. He hears our groanings. He sees our affliction. He
knows our sorrows, and He really sympathizes with our grief.
He can be, and is, "touched with the feeling of our infirmities,"
and " In that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able
to succour them that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 18; iv. 15).
The LORD'S dealings with us may seem mysterious. He does
not always grant the request of our lips. He may have better
things in store for us than those which we naturally desire. To
deliver a beloved one from pain and weakness and suffering, and
translate her to heavenly glory and blessedness is a far greater
blessing than to continue her life down here in answer to our
naturallongings and desires. If, then, He takes one of His beloved
and redeemed people away to glory, we have reason to thank Him
and to praise His Name for such an exhibition of His love, His
grace, and His mercy. May we have grace meekly to praise Him,
even though while doing so the tears stream down our faces. We
are bidden to" weep with them that weep" (Rom. xii. 15). How
beautiful to know that" JESUS wept" with Mary at her brother's
grave.
Lastly, Mary wept till the LORD JESUS wiped away her tears.
There are times in the history of GOD'S saints when the LORD
even here wipes away their tears. It is not all weeping down here.
There are periods of gladness and rejoicing. There are times
when the LORD GOD temporarily wipes away the tears from the
faces of His people. So it was -with Mary. The sickness of her
beloved brother ended in his death, and in his burial. Four days
were allowed to elapse, and yet this deep experience of sorrow was
miraculously and marvellously turned into an experience of remarkable joy.
Lazarus, whose body was beginning to become corrupt, was by
the LORD'S act of mighty power raised from the dead, and given
back to Martha and Mary. CHRIST, Who is "the resurrection and
the life," caused Lazarus to live again in the body. This remarkable
incident teaches us that even here the LORD may at times so
display His power on behalf of His people that seemingly impossible
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deliverances will come into their experIence. "Is anything too
hard for the LORD ~ "
But Mary must have wept again at subsequent periods in her
history. The permanent wiping away of tears is not to be now.
Permanent and everlasting joy "cometh in the morning," the
morning of the LORD'S coming.
Hence oUI weeping times will more or less continue till He comes
and wipes away oUI tears. This is the prospect of the chosen,
beloved, and redeemed people of GOD. "He will swallow up
death in victory; and the LORD GOD will wipe away tears from
off all faces; and the rebuke of His people shall He take away
from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it" (Isa. xxv. 8).
This wonderful promise will be fulfilled when the LORD comes.
(See 1 Cor. xv. 23, 51-54.)
Washed and made white in the blood of the LAMB, the saints,
who have often wept here, shall be "before the throne of GOD,
and serve Him day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth
on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them,
nor any heat. For the LAMB which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them (or" shall be their SHEPHERD "), and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters: and GOD shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 14-17). So long as death is
able to seize even the LORD'S people, so long will weeping be our
portion. But we read, "He (the LORD JESUS) must reign, till
He hath put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death" (1 Cor. xv. 25, 26). When death is
no longer the experience of the redeemed, then will the precious
promise be fully fulfilled, given in Revelation xxi. 4: "GOD shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain; for the former things are passed away."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
BUNYAN, at the end of Pilgrim's Progress, says, "Then I saw that
there was a way to hell, even from the gates ot heaven."
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"THE MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT."
" Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way
before Me: and the Lord, Whom ye seek, shall suddenly come
to His temple, even the Messenger of the Oovenant, Whom ye
delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts."MALACHI iii. 1.
THESE remarkable words are spoken by "the Lord of hosts,"
evidently the second Person of the Trinity. He speaks of two
messengers. "Behold," He says, "I send My messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before Me." Our Lord expressly explains
this messenger to be John the Baptist (Matt. xi. 7-10). He was
a messenger sent by our Lord Himself to prepare His way before
Him. Before our Lord's Own incarnation He determined and
arranged to send John as His forerunner. Though our Lord came
after John as Man, He was before Him as God.
Another Messenger is mentioned. "And the Lord, Whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of
the Oovenant, Whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith
the Lord of hosts." First, John the Baptist would be sent by
Christ as His messenger to prepare His way before Him. Then,
our Lord announces His Own coming. The Lord, Who would
send John as His messenger, would Himself come, and He would
come as "the Messenger of the Covenant." The one messenger
was human, the other was Divine. He is "the Lord." He is
"the Lord of hosts," Whose way John was to prepare before Him.
Christ, Whose Spirit was in the prophets, here announces John's
coming, and His Own coming, and the context suggests that both
the first and second, coming are included in the announcement.
The first coming took place in the days of John the Baptist; the
second coming is yet future.
We desire to fix the attention of our readers on the title here
given to our Lord Jesus Christ. He is called "the Messenger-or
Angel-of the Covenant." The word here translated" Messenger,"
is often elsewhere translated by the word" Angel," which means
"messenger." We frequently read in the Old Testament of a
Divine Person called "the Angel or Messenger of the LORD."
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Evidently this Person is the same as is called in the prophecy of
Malachi "the Messenger of the Covenant." If the One is a Divine
Being, so is the other, and the Being so designated is the second
Person in the Trinity, the eternal Son of God. The passage in
Malachi which we are considering seems clearly to teach this. It
is evident, then, that long before His incarnation our Lord appeared
to His people in the Old Testament, and, as Canon Fausset says,
" All the manifestations of God in the Old Testament, the Shekinah
and human appearances, were made in the Person of the Divine
Son (Exod. xxiii. 20, 21; Heb. xi. 26; xii. 26)" (Critical and
Experimental Comme"ltary on Malachi iii. 1).
With this thought in our minds, let us think of Christ as "the
Messenger of the Covenant."
First, He is the Messenger or Angel of the LORD. That is, He
is a Person sent by Jehovah. It may be said that all His manifestations were the result of His being sent by the Father. In
Old and New Testament times He was the Sent One. His presence
therefore was always an evidence of the Father's love to, and
interest in, His people. It was because the Father loved His
people that He sent His Son to communicate His will, to reveal
His purposes, of mercy, or to display His power on their behalf.
The love wherewith God loves His people is a triune love. It is
the love of the eternal Father, the eternal Son, and the eternal
Spirit.
Secondly, He is a Divine Messenger. The Person Who appeared
to Moses at the Bush is called "the Angel of the LORD," "the
LORD," "God," "the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob" (Exod. iii. 2, 4, 6). Thus He was at once Jehovah
and the Messenger or Angel of J ehovah. A Divine Person was
sent to Moses by a Divine Person. Thus although the Old Testament teaches clearly the unity of the Godhead, it also teaches
a plurality of Persons in the Godhead. (See Deut. iv. 35, 39;
vi. 4; Isa. xlv. 21, 22.)
Thirdly, He is the Messenger of the Covenant. There was a
Covenant of works made with Adam. The same Covenant was
made with Israel when the Decalogue was given, and it was said,
" Do this, and thou shalt live." But the Covenant par excellence
is the Covenant of grace, the everlasting Covenant, the Covenant
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which was in the mind of God from eternity. Of this Covenant
Christ is the Messenger. We read in Hebrews of "the blood of
the everlasting Covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20).
As the Messenger of the Covenant He appeared in patriarchal
times. It was He, the Messenger or Angel of the LORD, Who
called unto Abraham out of heaven, promised to him and to his
seed great blessing, and preached the Gospel unto Him, saying,
"In thy Seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed" (Gen.
xxii. 15-18). He Himself is the particular Seed of Abraham
through Whom all Gospel and Covenant blessings were to come
to Jews and Gentiles. (See Gal. iii. 8.)
As the Messenger of the Covenant He appeared to Moses at
the time when the exodus was about to take place, and assured
him that He had surely seen the affliction of His people and had
come down to deliver them and to bring them up to the land
promised in Covenant to Abraham and to his seed (Exod. iii. 2-8).
He knew the sorrows of His people, and He heard their groanings.
As the Messenger of the Covenant He went before His people" by
day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night
in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night."
He Who thus went before them is expressly called "the Angel
or Messenger of God." (See Exodus xiii. 21; xiv. 19.)
"In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His
presence saved them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed
them; and He bare them, and carried them all the days of old"
(Isa. lxiii. 9). It needs to be remembered that all His dealings with
Israel were with a view ultimately to reveal, to secure, and to
bestow upon all the elect peopIe of God, the great blessings of
the New Covenant. "Salvation is of the Jews," because the
Saviour was of them. He was the Seed of Abraham and the Seed
of David. (See John iv. 22.)
As the Messenger of the Covenant He frequently appeared in
the promised land. It was the Angel or Messenger of the LORD
Who appeared unto Gideon and promised that he would "save
Israel from the hand of the Midianites " (Judges vi. 12, 14). The
same Divine Angel or Messenger of the LORD appeared to the wife
of Manoah, and promised to raise up Samson to deliver Israel
from the Philistines (Judges xiii. 2-5). Later He appeared to
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Elijah under the juniper tree, and fed and comforted His depressed
servant (1 Kings xix. 5-7).
He, too, displayed His power on behalf of His praying servant
Hezekiah. It was the Angel or Messenger of the LORD Who " smote
in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five
thousand," and thus delivered Hezekiah and his people from their
boastful enemies (2 Kings xix. 35).
During the Captivity the same Divine Messenger is probably
meant by the fourth Person Whom Nebuchadnezzar saw in the
burning fiery furnace, and Whose form was "like unto the Son
of God" (Dan. iv. 25). When Daniel said, "My God hath sent
His Angel and hath shut the lions' mouths," he probably referred
to the same Divine Person sent to deliver His faithful servant
(Dan. vi. 22).
All these and many other manifestations of the Messenger of
the Covenant, the Sent One of the Father, the eternal Son of God,
show that all through Old Testament times He had in mind His
great work as the Surety of the eternal Covenant. The promise
of His coming, and the blessings of the Covenant which would
result therefrom, were in His mind, and His grace, compassion,
sympathy, and power were displayed on behalf of His elect people.
What comfort did His intervention bring to Abraham, when He
said, "Lay not thine hand upon the lad." What comfort when
He promised that all the nations would be spiritually and eternally
blessed through Himself, the Seed of Abraham. What sympathy,
love, and power, were displayed by Him to Moses when He said,
"I have surely seen the affliction of My people, which are in
Egupt," "I have heard their"cry," "I am come down to deliver
them" (Exod. iii.). What grace He showed toward the nation
by going before them as their Guide during their wilderness
experiences. What comfort He brought by His appearances
to individual saints, such as Gideon, Elijah, Hezekiah, and Daniel.
Thus we see the great Sent One, the Messenger of the Father,
working on behalf of His people all through the period before His
incarnation.
Fourthly, we see Him as the Messe:nger of the Cove:nant during
. His incarnation. Why did He become IDcarnate ~ It was because
the Father "sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins;"
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(1 John iv. 10). He sent Him as His messenger. The Father
sanctified Him and sent Him into the world (John x. 36).
He is "the Mediator of the New Covenant," "the Mediator
of a better Covenant" than the Covenant of works. He came
to secure peace between His people and the God against Whom
they had rebelled (see Heb. viii. 6; xii. 24). " He is the Mediator
of the New Covenant, that by means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions that were under the first Covenant, they
which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance"
(Heb. ix. 15).
He is the Surety of the New Covenant (Heb. vii. 22). He made
Himself responsible to secure all its blessings by His obedience
unto death. There is no Covenant blessing without the shedding
of blood, but He said, "This is My blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28).
This is "the blood of the everlasting Covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20).
This Covenant promised "eternal life" before the world began.
It promised salvation in Christ not according to our works, but
according to God's Own purpose and grace, before times eternal
(see Titus i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 9). On the ground of the Surety's
obedience unto death all the blessings of the Covenant are bestowed
upon the objects of God's mercy. In due time they are regenerated
by the Spirit's power. They are made to know the Lord and
Jehovah says to them, "I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more" (Jer. xxxi. 31-34).
" Remission of sins" is a blessing not promised to Israel alone,
but it is to be preached "among all nations," because Christ's
blood of the New Covenant has been shed to secure this, and all
other kindred blessings. (See Matt. xxvi. 28; Luke xxiv. 47.)
"Through His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).
Dost thou feel that thou art a sinner ~ Dost thou long to be
forgiven ~ Behold the Messenger of the Covenant, sent by the
Father to shed His blood for thy sins. Trust in His efficacious
blood and thy sins will be blotted out as a thick cloud, and will
no more be remembered against thee.
Moreover, the Messenger of the Covenant is now at the Father's
right hand, and He there appears in the presence of God for all
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His people. "He is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them" (Heb. vii. 25). "He is the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8). He is full of sympathy, full of love,
and full of power, in reference to all His people.
THE EDITOR.

'TIS ONLY FOR A SEASON.
'TIS only for a season;
How long we cannot tell,A quickly passing season,
And all will then be well.
We parted at the river;
They hasted on before,
And we behind them tarried
On this tempestuous shore.
They went to be with Jesus,
We could not stay their flight;
They rose above the darkness,
We still remain in night.
They sweetly sleep in Jesus,
Beyond the fear of ill ;
Theirs is the blessed resting,
Ours is the watching still.
The day of meeting cometh
The drying up of tears,
The day of glad reunion
In the long eternal years.
The parting was so bitter;
The meeting will be sweet,
The sweeter for the parting,
When we our loved ones meet.
We could not guess the purpose
Of parting us below;
But what just now we know not,
We shall hereafter know.
HORATIUS BONAR,

D.D.
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llilgtim 1!Japtt5.
WELLSPRINGS.

" That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine
as lights in the world; holding forth the word of life; that I may
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither
laboured in vain."-PHILIPPIANS ii. 15. 16.
A LOVELY letter this, to the Church at Philippi, which (we learn by
Acts xvi. 12) was "the chief city of that part of Macedonia and a
colony," and sacredly associated with that "seller of purple," the
woman Lydia, " whose heart the Lord opened," and who then opened
her house to the servants of the Lord. It was the Church of which the
apostle could confidently write, "I thank my God upon every
remembrance of you" (chapter i. 3). It was as one of those cheering
rays which penetrated his dark prison cell at Rome. He remembered
them; he gratefully thought upon their "fellowship in the Gospel
from the first day until now." Sacred memories recurred, and he
prayed continuously for them, " always in every prayer of mine for
you all, making request with joy"; "being confident," he says, " of
this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." Then comes a yearning
desire from the depths of his loving heart, "For God is my record,
how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ," while
he prays that" your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge
and all judgement." He warns, exhorts, and pleads. He sets up the
only true example in a living Christ; His life and obedience; His
humbling of Himself and His death of deaths upon the ignominious
Cross; and thus leads their thoughts and desires up to the holy,
harmless, undefiled One; the" Separate from sinners" and yet Sinbearer, "Whose . . . life, though blameless, had incurred perpetual
strife" (Cowper). Then our text sets forth the consequent aim and
end of every humble-hearted follower, every grace-taught believer in
this holy, spotless Lamb of God, that they may" walk worthy of
Him"; that they may be " blameless and harmless, the sons of God
without rebuke," shining through enabling grace "as lights in the
world," while" in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation." Oh,
I think I hear my readers say, " And who is sufficient for these things? "
They are feeling their utter inability and weakness, emptiness and
nothingness. But, blessed be the Divine Author of His own Word,
He has answered the question for us, and" our sufficiency is of God."
We have no other arm to lean upon, nowhere else to look, and our one
answer is through and by the law and the testimony, the for ever
settled Word of the living God, which alone can silence the unholy
disputes of puny man-" a crooked and perverse nation"; a people
who boast that they now think for themselves and who take nothing
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by faith; who scorn the good old ways and who vainly try t{) criticize
the Word, which, however, in the end, unless the Lord have mercy
on them, will criticize and judge them. " For the Word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart"
(Heb. iv. 12).
Now there are many and timely warnings in the Scriptures of Truth
for those who are" weak in the faith." "Receive them," wrote the
apostle, "but not to doubtful disputations" (Rom. xiv. 1). To
another he wrote" Shun profane and vain babblings " (2 Tim. ii. 16),
and many such-like exhortations. Let it suffice us, brethren, to take
our stand humbly but confidently upon the Word of God, and answer
with our apostle, " For I believe God, that it shall be even as it was
told me" (Acts xxvii. 25), and thus avoid argument and refuse to
discuss for the sake of unholy airing of men's opinions. If you are
enabled to say with confidence, " Thus saith the LORD," you are on
safe and holy ground, and He can bring to nought the gainsayings
of foolish and ignorant men. Our faith is in that Word, spoken by
the lips of Jehovah; and it is final. "The Word of our God shall
stand for ever." It is complete in its totality and pureness and
stamped with His" Amen." Woe to that man or woman who dares
to take from or add to, who questions or mutilates, this precious
Word! Unless God have mercy upon them they will have pierced
themselves through with many sorrows, and brought upon themselves
their own destruction. But we, beloved, may the prayer of our text
cover us and, like the Philippian " saints in Christ Jesus," may we be
found" blameless and harmless (margin, sincere), the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among
whom ye shine (margin, shine ye) as lights in the world." I was
inclined to this text as an exhortation and corrective word to my
own soul, when recently mourning a barren, lifeless, empty and
unprofitable state spiritually. We all know these times to our own
guilt, dismay, humbling and heart-sorrow. It may be that you have
been surprised suddenly by the tempter, and off your watch-tower for
ever so short a time, and have been consequently tripped up; or it
may be for a season taken out of your own immediate environment;
cast among people of other thoughts and this sinful moving with the
times, in which so many professing the name of Christ are ensnared.
You have heard a language, foreign to your ear, and you find how
silent you are, or what a poor stand you take, or how feeble a witness
you bear; how tied your tongue seems, and you are silent in speaking
of the hope that is in you. It all comes to this Christ-enthroning,
self-debasing truth, that" without Me ye can do nothing." Blessed
be God, that when deliverance and liberty are again mercifully wrought
for you, you say in holy, grateful confidence, "I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me." And this brings us back
to the exhortation of our text, " Among whom shine ye as lights in
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the world." How few of us (I am speaking for myself) are shining
Christians! It is told of the saintly R. M. McCheyne that" all jests
and ribaldry ceased as he walked down the street." Sweet stories
are told of the silent influence in the heavenly countenances of such
men as W. Pennefather of Mildmay, and W. Painter of Guildford, as
also of my own beloved father, of whom it was said not once onlyand that by strangers to his life-" Heaven beamed in his face.".
But as " Moses wist not that his face shone," so those of whom it can
truly be said they" walked with God," have shown that close contact
and communion, by the grace of God, in their lives to those around
them, and all this in utter dependence upon the keeping and upholding
power of their God. Only in this sense could their Lord have declared
to His poor, ignorant, errant, forgetful and sinful disciples, "Ye are
the salt of the earth," and "Ye are the light of the world." But
to-day, you and I, beloved, feel ourselves, although blessed and taught
of God, very spare of being " salt," very far from being " the light
of" this dark world. Oh, how daily have we cause to bemoan our
backwardness in speaking, our ignorance in answering, our inability to
meet a case, and our hesitation as to when to rebuke or keep silence.
Environment to some of us makes such a difference, and we find
ourselves humbled, and as nothing, wben out of our (spiritual)
element. But our text exhorts us to " shine in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation." And 1 suppose there is for the comfort of
every believer whom the Lord has designated" the light of the world"
a negative as well as a positive side. We have been taught to " come
out of the world and be separate" from it, so far as in us lies, and we
seek daily grace that the world shall not attract us; that our hearts
may not be led astray even in manner, much less practice; that we
may "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness" ;
that our dress and deportment may correspond becomingly with our
desire for holy living; that our manner may be sober and not light;
our speech reverent and weighty and not flippant; and thus it may be
we " shine" unconsciously, and rebuke by our denying ungodliness
in our lives.
The apostle desired that he " had not run nor laboured in vain."
He was ready to die fer them. He had not run uncertainly. He knew
Whom he had believed. He was confident that" He Who had begun
the good work in them would perform it," finish it unto the day of
Jesus Christ. He knew t,bat the Author of his salvation would be
the Finisher likewise, and that He was" able to keep that which had
been committed unto Him" against that great Day. It was Omnipotence Who would preserve him from falling, and Who would present
him in the merits of the alone Worthy One, "faultless before His
Presence with exceeding joy" in the last great Day.
Now" ye see your calling, brethren," beloved in the Lord. It is
indeed a high and holy calling! Called unto holiness; called to walk
in the light and as lights in the world: a little dim rushlight you feel
yourself to be, conscious, very conscious, of your own nothingness
26
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and of your utter helplessness in and of yourself. But our God is able,
and He can work in you to will and to do of His good pleasure. He
has put this treasure in earthen, marred and broken vessels, that they
shall have nothing of creature boast. He has likened His people
to "br.uised reeds" and "smoking flax," and knowing that like
these 'insignificant emblems they feel themselves to be. But they
are His care, and if He says that neither the one nor the other shall
be " broken," nor" quenched," no devil can undo the work Divinely
begun in your soul. He Who hath begun the good work will carry
it on and perform it, unto the Day of Jesus Christ. Your desires may
be very feeble and poor, and you begin to wonder if you really know
anything of these things; whether the Holy Spirit has begun the good
work in you; but these very
" - desires and wishes so weak, . . .
'Tis .Jesus inspires and bids you still seek."
So take courage from our text. Seek the aid of the Holy Spirit;
turn our verse into a prayer for yourself, and beg the Lord, the Keeper
of His saints, that His light may shine in and through your life, and
that ye may" be preserved blameless unto His eternal kingdom."
You and I may not attain unto David's " first three "-men of valour
and renown and singular greatness, but the weak and little ones are
as much the subjects of Divine care, and they can say in humble,
grateful dependence upon a strength not their own, "I can do all
things through Christ Which strengtheneth me." In their exceeding
need they cast themselves upon His exceeding love and promise:
" But my God shall supply all your need, according to His riches in
glory, by Christ Jesus. Now unto God and our Father be glory for
ever and ever. Amen." All your need met by His riches in glory.
You need grace to walk and grace to talk. You need the grace of
converse and the grace of silence. You need grace for becoming
behaviour before the world, and before God's people. You need
grace to rejoice in the day of spiritual prosperity, as also grace to shine
in the day of adversity. You need grace every moment, and He Who
is the God of all grace, and" Who hath called you unto His Kingdom
and glory" will be all-sufficient, according to His promise and the
honour of His great Name. May" the light of His countenance"
shine in and through our lives and testify what a God is ours.

R.
" ONE has to face up to the fact, sad but indisputable, that there are
few that are saved. It is the terrible thought that so many are utterly
unprepared for His coming that makes one long for such a mighty work
of the Holy Spirit that the dry bones may be breathed upon and live.
At present we seem to be up against a brick wall. The Gospel is
preached, services are held, the way of salvation is explained, and yet
all the people seem so satisfied with a merely formal profession of
Christianity."-From a Missionary in the Arctic.

1
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SnmonSl anb N ottSl of SermOnSl.
COMFORTED OF GOD.
NOTES OF ASERMON PREACHED AT WHITINGTON, NORFOLK, ON SUNDAY,
JULY 8TH, 1934, BY THE REV. FRANK HOUGHTON, B.A. (EDITORIAL
SECRETARY OF THE CHINA INLAND MISSION), IN REFERENCE TO THE
HOME CALL OF HIS PRECIOUS MOTHER, MRS. THOMAS HOUGHTON.
" Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."2 CORINTHIANS i. 3, 4.

Is there any really deep, solid comfort at times like this ~ We appreciate and are comforted in measure by the sympathy of friends in this
village and elsewhere. But if we are to be truly comforted, it must
be by God Himself. "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will
I comfort you" (Isa. lxvi. 13). One of the purposes for which the
Spirit of the Lord God came upon His Servant the Messiah was that
He should" comfort all that mourn" (Isa. lxi. 2). God does not
leave the task to others, even the most sympathetic, though He uses
their ministry. "I, even I," He says, "am He that comforteth
you" (Isa. li. 12).
There is comfort for us in God's Word, both in regard to the one
whom He has taken, and in regard to us who are left behind.
1. First, then, in regard to the one who has gone, we are comforted
because
a. She is asleep.
Christ said of Lazarus, " Our friend Lazarus sleepeth " (John xi. 11),
and of Jairus's daughter, " She is not dead, but sleepeth " (Luke viii.
52). Of Stephen's violent death we are told that" he fell asleep"
(Acts vii. 60). Both in 1 Corinthians xv. 18, and 1 Thessalonians iv.
13 H.), the Apostle Paul speaks of dead believers as asleep. Is this
a mere euphemism, glossing over- the ugly reality of death with a
pleasanter phrase ~ The crowd in Jairus's house laughed Him to
scorn when He spoke of sleep, " knowing that she was dead " (Luke viii.
53). But they were sorrowing in heathenish fashion as those without
hope, as if death were the end of everything. She was not dead in
their sense of the word, but asleep. The word must not be taken to imply
unconsciousness, but it does suggest perfect peace, undisturbed
rest. "If he sleep he shall do well," said the disciples, misunderstanding the Lord's reference to Lazarus. What a relief it is to those
who are watching by a sick bed when the patient sleeps! My mother
often found difficulty in sleeping, she was awake for hours together,
and very weary. Now she rests.
.
And the word" sleep" suggests an awakening. "I go, that I may
awake him out of sleep" (John xi. 11). "Now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept" (1 Cor. xv. 20) ;
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for His resurrection is the pledge of theirs. "The dead in Christ shall
rise first," and" them which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him "
(1 Thess. iv. 16, 14).
b. There is also the comfort of knowing that she is at home, not in
the grave where we laid her mortal body, but" with Christ, which is
very far better," " at home with the Lord" (2 Cor. v. 8).
Why is it that we say there is no place like home? Why do we so
rejoice to return home after a long absence? Is it not that we delight
in the comforts, and still more the company, of home? The Christian,
after all, does not belong here. Earth is not his home. He is a
stranger and a sojourner, one who seeks a city. But" in My Father's
house," said Christ, "are many mansions," and my mother could
say:
"I have a home above
From sin and sorrow free,
A mansion which eternal love
Designed and formed for me.
My Father's gracious Hand
Has built this sweet abode j
From everlasting it was planned j
My dwelling·place with God."
And so, when she arrived there on Tuesday morning, it was with no
sense of strangeness or unfamiliarity. She was "at home" immediately. We did our best to make her comfortable, but what are all
the comforts that our love can provide compared with the comforts
of heaven? In God's presence is fulness of joy; at His right hand
are pleasures for evermore. And it is the company there, even more
than the comforts, which makes heaven home to the Christian. My
mother is "for ever with the Lord," and He is the joy of heaven.
She sees Him as He is, and" The Lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel's
land."
And (c) she is comforted. "Now he is comforted," said Abraham
of Lazarus in the immortal parable (Luke xvi. 25). After all the
misery of his life on earth he. was comforted in Abraham's bosom.
When we think of the pain and suffering and distress through which
my mother passed during the last few years, however much we may
long. to see her, we cannot for her sake wish her back. We are comforted in knowing that she is comforted.
But what is the ground of all our comfort in regard to her? Her
sweet, gentle nature? Her beautiful life? Her service for God as
wife and mother ? We do indeed praise God for the gift He gave us.
" Her children arise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and
he praiseth her" (Prov. xxxi. 28). She gave five of her children to
the Lord's work abroad. Though no one knew how great the wrench
was, yet she was willing to let them go. All her eight children have
been the Lord's, seeking to serve Him in various capacities, and the
debt which they owe to her is incalculable. We have many treasured
memories of her patient, unfailing love.
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Yet she would be the first to disclaim any sort of eulogy.· If she
could speak to us to-night, she would tell us that it was only by the
grace of God that she was saved, and by His grace that she was what
she was. "Nothing in my hand I bring" would be her testimony.
It is not her beautiful life, but the finished work of her Saviour on
Calvary, which is the ground of our comfort.
"In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see;
My sins, deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."

2. And is there any solid comfort for us who are left behind ?
a. Our comfort in regard to her is that she is with Christ; in regard
to ourselves, that He is with us. He wept in human sympathy at
the grave of Lazarus, even though He knew that He was about to
raise him from the dead. We have not a High Priest Who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One Who knows our frame, Who
remembers that we are dust.
"In every pang, that rends the heart,
The Man of sorrows had a part:
He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."

It is said of Israel that " in all their afiliction He was afilicted "
(Isa. lxiii. 9). "I have surely seen the afiliction of My people . . .
and have heard their cry . . . for I know their sorrows, and I am come
down to deliver them" (Exod. ill. 7, 8). So to-day He sees, and hears,
and knows, and comes down to deliver.
Even in the case of His own dear Son, Who " offered up prayers
and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him that was
able to save Him from death" (Heb. v. 7), God did not grant the
request. The cup of suffering did not pass from Him, but He drank
it to the dregs. Yet He was heard (Heb. v. 7), and there appeared
an angel from heaven strengthening Him.
But though prayer may not bl'l answered as we desire, though
deliverance from the dreaded trial is not granted, yet God strengthens
us with strength in our souls. Christ assures us, as He assured Paul,
that His grace is sufficient for us.
It is said that time is a great healer, and doubtless there is a sense
in which this is true. We could not bear it if the sense of loss persisted with the same acuteness. But the great Physician is an
infinitely better healer than time, and He is the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever. And from another point of view time is no
healer at all. In fact, the experience of many is that, as time goes by,
and they take up their ordinary lives again, the blank caused by
bereavement grows even greater. When Hudson Taylor's wife died,
and he had been obliged to send his children home to England, he tells
of the loneliness which he suffered, of how" twenty times a day" he
felt" the heart-thirst coming back." But he was comforted of God.
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The words of John iv. 14, " Whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst," became more and more real to him.
" To know," he said, " that' shall' means' shall,' that' never' means
never, and that' thirst' means any unsatisfied need, may be one of the
greatest revelations God ever made to our souls." His love will
persist in all the days that are to come, and as our days, so will our
strength be.
b. But we have more comfort even than this. God has set a limit
to the time of separation from those who are asleep in Jesus. "Yet
a little while, and He that shall come will come," and then" the dead
in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we-we and they-ever be with the Lord."
"Hush, be every murmur dumb,
It is only' 'till He come.' "
So we comfort one another-nay, rather, God Himself comforts uswith these words.
DEEP ANSWERING TO DEEP.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT ST. MARY-LEPORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" The manifold grace of God."-l PETER iv. part of verse 10.
IT is entirely through grace that the people of God believe effectually.
They cannot perish, they are saved, and saved by grace-by the free,
unmerited favour of the Almighty Saviour, Who has said: "I give
unto them eternal life." "I give "-it is grace, by grace it comes"I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish," never,
"neither shall anyone "-the word" man" is in italics-" neither
shall anyone," whoever he be, or whatever it be, "pluck them out
of My Hand. My Father Who gave them Me is greater than all,"
all that Satan is, all that the world is, all that sinful self is, " My Father
is greater than all; and no one i§ able to pluck them out of My Father's
Hand. I and My Father are One," One in preserving, One in watching
over, One in bringing from grace to glory the objects of eternal love.
"The manifold grace of God." And there is indeed traceable a suitability about this grace, for if you turn with me to the fifth chapter
of Amos, and the twelfth verse, you meet with these words, and they
are spoken remember by God Himself, "For I know your manifold
transgressions." And so manifold transgressions and manifold grace
go well together, the one designed for the other, deep answering to
deep. However deep the guilt of sin there is something infinitely
deeper yet, and that is the sovereign, sin-forgiving and sin-atoning
grace of God, "the manifold grace of God." Oh, what encouragement
does not this truth afford to weary sinners, burdened sinners, and
anxious believers, doubting believers, backsliding believers, fallen
believers. "I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty
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sins "-what a remarkable expression-" your mighty sins.
So
that if there be some mighty sinners here this morning the Lord says,
"I know your mighty sins, and I have provided, I have provided,
manifold grace to meet mighty sins and manifold transgressions."
God will always be beforehand with His people; whatever of theirs
is great there is something of His that is greater. Hence if your
burdens be great He is a greater Deliverer, a mighty Deliverer, an
efficient Deliverer. "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall
sustain thee," He shall hold thee up, He shall renew a fainting heart,
and strengthen the spirits that are cast down. "I know" is His
word. "I know your manifold transgressions and have laid help
upon the Mighty One, full of grace and truth-Jesus. I know your
manifold transgressions and your mighty sins, I knew them at the
cross, I imputed them there to Jesus your Substitute, and poured out
on Him the vials of My righteous wrath as your Substitute, your Sinbearer, even yours." Manifold grace this, how worthy of the God
of all grace. Grace like this is salvation to the uttermost unto all
that come unto God by the crucified Substitute.
Then not only are the sins of God's people manifold sins-view them
which way you will they are manifold-but they are sins of sins, or
what the Holy Ghost terms" the exceeding sinfulness of sin," and He
never wastes a word, therefore you may take it He means that and not
any thing else-" the exceeding sinfulness of sin." "Fools make a
mock at sin." Unregenerate hearts are exceeding sinful in sin but are
prepared to apologize for its commission, prepared to extenuate it, to
explain it away. But a sinner taught of the Holy Ghost will entertain
t.he mind of the Holy Ghost regarding the exceeding sinfulness of sin.
He knows something of the tyranny of it, the limitlessness of the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and he judges himself the chief of sinners,
fLnd the manifold grace of God is the only door of escape. The manifold grace of God is the broken heart's encouragement, it is not beyond
hope, the manifold sins of God's people are not beyond hope. The
grace of God is abundantly manifold and the Lord has provided.
Not only, however, are the sins of God's people, His children, exceeding sinful and exceeding many, but there is another truth cognate
with this which we may next touch upon in the same Epistle as that
from which our text is taken-the first chapter and the sixth verse,
where we read of "manifold temptations." "Wherein ye greatly
rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations." So that the same inspired letter which speaks
of manifold temptations speaks also of manifold grace. We are to
understand the word " temptations" in this place as " provings " or
"testings," from whatever quarter these provings or testings may
come. They may come immediately from the Hand of God, they
may come in His Providence, they may come in His grace; or they
may come from the world, they may come from Satan, they may
come from self. But all true grace will be tried grace, and therefore
there are manifold provings of the manifold grace of God in His
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afflicted people. Manifold troubles, "Many are the afflictions of the
righteous," manifold afflictions, manifold sorrows, together with
manifold hopes, manifold expectations, and manifold assurances of
Divine lovingkindness and tender mercy. The Lord tempers these
things together. If grace be sorely tried "He giveth more grace"
that the trial may be borne, borne I say. The Lord adjusts these
things for us, dear children of God, that His child will not be swallowed
up with over-much sorrow, but He will with the temptation or tribulation, because He is faithful, send a way of escape that he may be able
to bear it. That is His end, to give the ability to His people to bear
their temptations, their tribulations, and their afflictions, and to bear
them as becometh them who are the subjects of such love, who are
the subjects of such a great redemption at such a great cost. The
Lord will see to it that there is an equity about His dealings with
everyone of His dear believing people here present this morning. "My
ways," saith He to such, " My ways with thee are equal ways." You
may not be able to adjust the scales of the Sanctuary but the Lord
of the Sanctuary will 'see to it that His weights are just weights. A
false balance is abomination to the Lord, therefore you may take it
that He will never use a false balance when weighing up the circumstances of His people, setting the one over against the other in His
inscrutable wisdom. Yes, our God is infinitely, infinitely wise. If
you turn to the third chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, the tenth
verse, you will find what is said regarding the wisdom of God. "To
the intent "-you see God has a purpose of intention-" to the intent
that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might
be known, by the Church, the manifold wisdom of God." So that,
I repeat it, in the adjustment of the circumstances of His muchexercised people He exercises on His part a manifold wisdom. "Say
ye to the righteous" consequently " that it shall be well with him."
However it may go with others it shall be well with him because the
Infinitely Wise is at the helm and He guides the ship through the
fiercest of storms and brings His people finally to the Haven where
they would be. "They that go down to the sea in ships, that do
business in great waters," these see the ways, the wonders of the Lord,
His manifold wisdom in the deep, how skilful He is in arranging the
billows that His people, not one of them, shall be overwhelmed thereby.
" He stayeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind "-stayeth it,
saith, "Peace. Hush, be still! " and a great calm follows in the souls
of God's poor, afflicted, tempted people. "When He giveth peacequietness-who then can make trouble ~" Satan fain would, the
world fain would, our hearts, too much prone, alas, to do so, fain
would, but the Lord prevails. He gives quietude and none can reverse
it, rest and none can unsettle it. He is the Resting-place, and He is
the Rest of the Resting-place-the Rest of His people. "Rest in
the Lord, and wait patiently for Him" " and He shall give thee the
desires of thine heart." "Wait, I say, on the Lord." "Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee because he
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trusteth in Thee." Not so much because he trusteth in Thee but
" because he trusteth in Thee"; he might trust much in some other
object but it is because he trusteth in Him Who is the Salvation to the
uttermost unto all who come unto God through Him that his mind
shall be kept in perfect peace. Manifold grace! Oh, it matters not
what the condition, it matters not where the exercised people of God
are found, it matters not what they may think concerning themselves
in their hours of darkness and distress, there is manifold grace in store,
a manifold grace to meet their troublous condition of mind, the infirmities, the weaknesses of these poor, dear, tried children of God. The
Lord has laid up of His goodness for the poor, laid up-plenteously
laid up-for them. His children always have enough though they may
sometimes think they have not. "Enough," said the poor returning
prodigal, " the servants in my father's house have bread enough and to
spare." Oh, how true therefore such words are if applied to our
Heavenly Father's House in connection with His needy children,
bread enough, bread enough and to spare. For those who will yet
hunger, who will yet have need, great need, felt need, confessed need,
" bread enough" is the word. And so whatever may be your poverty
this morning, dear people of God, this you have, this is yours, " as
having nothing and yet possessing all things "-a paradox which
nature has never been able to interpret but which faith finds very
simple, which the exercised people of God learn to understand as little
children, only, learn-with implicit trust in the teacher, not asking
questions but simply submitting, and seeking to realize what the
purport of the lesson is. If there be in us and abound, if there be in
us this simplicity of mind, dear people of God, we shall be amongst
the happy number of those who delight beyond expression in the
manifold aspects of Divine grace toward them, the manifold grace
of God designed to meet manifold transgressions and manifold afflictions, the manifold wisdom that erreth not, directing the course of
grace, and grace is always obedient to the Divine way. Sometimes
you and I may seek to do a favour on behalf of some tried friend, but
we sometimes make mistakes in our methods of doing what we design.
God never makes mistakes. When He wills that His dear tried ones
shall taste sufficient of His surprising, manifold grace, His methods
of carrying out His purpose are always so worthy of Himself and of His
perfect wisdom that we always derive a double benefit at His Hand, for
not only the gift but the giving is so good, the giving is so wise, as well
as the thing given is so excellent. Manifold grace, manifold wisdom.
Manifold wisdom in ministering-in giving-manifold grace, the purpose of God always being carried out effectually. No wonder therefore the Psalmist should have declared as he did in his day: "Thy
blessing is upon Thy people." "Thy blessing is upon Thy people."
Wherever grace is found, in however small a measure, that is the blessing
of the Lord which maketh rich, and with which He adds no sorrow.
May He bless to us His holy Word this morning, and take all the
glory to Himself, for Christ's sake.
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SERMONETTE.
APPROACH TO GOD.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYER, M.A., B.D.

"Jesus saith unto him,l am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by Me."-JoHN xiv. 6.
GOD is unknown to man except as revealed in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
The Apostle Paul, indeed, speaks of "that which may be known of
God." "For," he says, " the invisible things of Him since the creation
of the world, are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that
are made, even His everlasting power and divinity" (Rom. i. 20, R.V.).
But even so, it is in and through His Son, Christ Jesus, for" all things
were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that
was made" (John i. 3). "By Him (Christ) were all things created, that
are in heaven and that are in earth . . . all things were created by
Him, and for Him" (Col. i. 11).
The Old Testament appearances of God to the Patriarchs, and to
Moses, etc., were no doubt appearances of Christ as Mediator, inasmuch
as it is written: "No man hath seen God." So Christ Himself told
the Jews. "Not that any man hath seen the Father, save He 'Which
is of God, He hath seen the Father" (John vi. 46). The Holy Spirit
declares the same by Paul: "Who only hath immortality, dwelling
in the light which no man can approach unto; Whom no man hath
seen nor can see" (1 Tim. vi. 16). But God, in infinite grace, has
made Himself known to His rebellious subjects in Christ, " the Son of
His love." He hath made God known, as it is written (John i. 18) :
" No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, Which
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him," that is, revealed,
or made Him known, as also He Himself said (Matt. xi. 27), " All things
are delivered unto Me of My Father; and no man knoweth the Son,
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son,
and He to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him." In these words the
Lord declares that the revelation of God as " the Father" is a matter
of Divine sovereignty (see also v: 25), but they are followed by words
of Divine grace, that blessed invitation to sin-burdened ones, " Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls."
.. All ye that weary are of sin,
And feel your nature all unclean,
And labour under guiltWho find within no dawn of hopeTo Christ your weary eyes lift up,
His blood for you was spilt.
Go. sinner, go, by sin distress'd,
And Jesus Christ will give thee rest,
And act the Saviour's part.
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He came to save the lost and poor
And such are welcome to His door,
And welcome to His Heart."
(John Berridge, 1785, Anglican Clergyman.)

,

Yes, Christ is the Way to God. "I am the Way." And He is the
only way, for, " No man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." He
ie the Way, for by His death He has reconciled to God all who trust
in Him. "Christ hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God" (1 Pet. iii. 18), and " He is able to
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He
ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).

"PAY ME THAT THOU OWEST."
(MATTHEW xviii. 28).
NEGLECT to " search the Scriptures" and omission to compare each
portion of the Word of God with other parts when read, are responsible
for many of the errors which abound in the professing Churches to-day
(John v. 39; 1 Cor. ii. 13; 1 John iv. 1).
It is absolutely necessary for men and women to realize that there
is no such position as that of NEUTRALITY in regard to eternal truths.
If any man or woman who has heard the Gospel faithfully preached,
or has read God's Word, knows nothing of " the Grace of God that
bringeth salvation" (Titus ii. 11), then such a one is under the Law,
which requires perfect obedience to God in all things and at all times.
'This" Law is holy, and just and good" (see Rom. vii. 12), and being
" holy, just and good" it is compelled to make this demand of every
person where the Word of God has come: "Pay me that thou owest."
God's holy law, which is a reflection of His own holiness, cannot be
satisfied with any imperfect obedience. It cannot allow any breach of
its commands. It cannot admit any excuse. It cannot accept any
promise of future payment, for Sllch promise cannot be carried out
(see Gal. iii. 10-12).
All human laws are imperfect. All human judges are liable to
make mistakes. Even the most conscientious witness may err from
want of perfect knowledge, and therefore provision has to be made
for appeal from one court to a higher court, but none of these imperfections exist with God. His knowledge, His wisdom, His understanding are all perfect. There can be no failure of justice nor
partiality with God (see James iii. 17).
The Lord Jesus, on several occasions, directed attention to the
requirements of the holy Law (Mark x. 19-21; Matt. xxii. 34-40;
Luke x. 25-28). God's holy Law will yet be applied to the conscience
of every single member of the human race, and then will be made
manifest how short of perfection have the acts, thoughts and intentions
of each one been (Heb. iv. 12).. The wisdom of this world is (as)
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foolishness with God (1 Cor. iii. 19). God warns men and women not
to be "wise in their own conceit" (Rom. xi. 25; xii. 16). "The
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain" (1 Cor.
iii. 20). "The thought of foolishness is sin" (Prov. xxiv. 9). Thus
when any person thinks that he or she is wiser than God's Word, such
persons may be " wise in their own conceit," but they are" foolish,"
and such persons commit sin, and the just though awful consequence
6f sin is DEATH (see Rom. vi. 23; Gen. ii. 17; Ezek. xviii. 4).
It is necessary to press home this solemn truth to-day because men
and women vainly imagine that they can do as they like. They set
God's Word at naught, but denying God does not get rid of God, nor
of His almighty power, nor of the authority of His Word.
The Apostle Paul-as Saul of Tarsus-was a very learned man
and a very religious man too. Before he yielded to the teaching of God
he had vainly imagined that he could keep the Law, but when he
learned the truth, that it was impossible for him or for any person to
observe perfectly all the holy and just commands of the Law, he
realized that he was spiritually dead, that the very Law he had thought
would give him life, did actually pronounce the death sentence upon
him (see Rom. vii. 9-11). Thus his own painful experience led him
to warn others and he wrote to the learned people in Rome, " We are
sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them
which commit evil things. Thinkest thou this, 0 man, that judgest
them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the
judgment of God?" "God's goodness and forbearance should lead
thee to repentance." "Thy hardness and impenitence of heart will
bring God's righteous judgment upon thee." For" He will render to
every man according to his deeds," . . . "in the day when He shall
judge the Secrets of men by Jesus Christ" (see Rom. ii. 2-6, 16).
The present condition of the world is a positive proof of the existence
of sin. Everyone of the commands of the Law is being openly disobeyed. Without human law there can be no peace, no order, no
safety. Without law there can be nothing but chaos. Might becomes
right and this ever leads to the ~hedding of blood. Is this realized by
those who break God's holy Law? God definitely declares that His
holy Law must be obeyed and therefore the demand is made: "Pay
me that thou owest," or else, "the judge will deliver thee . . . to be
cast into prison" and " I tell thee, thou shalt not depart thence till
thou hast paid the very last mite" (see Luke xii. 58-59).
That the Lord Jesus might perfectly fulfil all that the holy Law
requires, it was necessary for Him to do two things (see Rom. iv. 25).
He, the holy spotless One (see 1 Pet. i. 19; ii. 22), must perfectly obey
the commands of the Law by an implicit obedience to everyone of
its precepts down to the most minute detail, and He must suffer the
death penalty for man's breach of the Law, that is for man's failure to
obey the Law. Both of these He has done. For all who truly believe
in Him and trust Him wholly, "He has finished the transgression,
and made an end of sins; He has brought in everlasting righteousness"
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(see Dan. ix. 24). "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are healed" (Isa. liii. 7, also 6, 10). "He,
in His own Person, bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that
we being dead to sins (representatively put to death for our sins)
should live unto righteousness" (1 Pet. ii. 24). "Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us " (Gal. iii. 13 ;
Matt. xx. 28). God, the Father, hath thus opened the way whereby
sinners can be reconciled unto Himself by the loving sacrifice which
the Lord Jesus has made: "He hath made Him (the Lord Jesus, the
Spotless Son) to be sin for us, though He knew no sin by personal
transgression, that we might be made the Righteousness of God in Him"
(see 2 Cor. v. 18-21, and Rom. iii. 21-22).
Thus when the Law says: "Pay me that thou owest," the believing
sinner can justly respond: "Thou hast been pa,id the very la,st ml:te,"
my Saviour has paid in full.
" Thanks be to God, Who giveth us this victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 57).
P. 1. B.
"SPEAK, FOR THY SERVANT HEARETH."
ELl said to Samuel, " Go lie down and it shall be, if He call thee that
thou shalt say, ' Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.''' So Samuel
went and lay down in his place; whether to sleep again is not told.
No watchfulness on his part could promote or ensure the unbosoming
of the Almighty, no sleep of his could prevent it. "Lie down and
if He call thee thou shalt say, ' Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.' "
It sounds like an epitome of t,he whole attitude and life of the soul
which has been waked from its darkness and unconsciousness bv the
Lord to hear of His judgment and mercy. The Lord came the f~urth
time, calling, " Samuel, Samuel," and he answered, " Speak, for Thy
servant heareth." He dare not presume to say the Holy Name, Whose
worship was so sacred, Whose majesty so divine. I should think
that the diffidence that prevented Samuel's taking the Name of the
Lord into his lips, came of the same teaching as that which keeps
many a child of God from the assurance that the favour and friendship
and acceptance of the God of glory and of perfection are his own.
Moses in his day had trembled and durst not behold; Abraham, Isaiah,
Daniel had prostrated their spirits and themselves before Him; and
Samuel in His presence feared to address Him. We read that " no
man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost." It is
because of the blessed Spirit's revealing His word and writing it,
sending it to us in the precious volume; handing it down to us from
generation to generation, that we know and believe that Christ Jesus
came into the world to be the Saviour of all men, especially of them
that believe. We know this because holy men of old spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost. He has taught us this through our

396

The Gospel Magazine

parents, and we tell our children the same that they might set up their
hope in Him, the Father of their creation, their Sustainer, Provider
and Help, Who knows their needs, freely supplying their wants out
of His ready and abundant fulness. But there is a deep that coucheth
beneath, and no man can come off from his own native independence,
his unbelief, and distance and self-righteousness, and self justification,
and say that Jesus is Lord but by the uprooting and replanting of the
Author and Giver of life. It is this secret energy that accounts for
the groanings which cannot be uttered-for the stretching forth to
God of needy waiting souls, that they might find that eternal strength
and security which is not to be found within or about them. "They
that know Thy Name will put their trust in Thee," but at the great
day they will appear, not with the" many" who challenge the Judge"Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy Name and in Thy Name
have done many wonderful works,"-but rather with the crucified
malefactor, whose prayer was, "Lord, remember me when Thou
comest into Thy kingdom."
" Speak, for Thy servant heareth," the little child said, and listened
to the dreadful judgments that were to come upon the house of Eli,
and he feared to tell him what the Lord had charged him with. But
he was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. Infants and sucklings
are as meet for the Master's use as any other when He makes them
so. All are alike to Him. The excellency and the power are not to be
divided, they are His only and altogether. All the words came to pass
that were spoken to the trembling child that night. Yet his tidings
were not always and only grievous. The word of the Lord came
to him not in judgment only but in mercy, as it will while time lasts,
and Samuel later on gathered the people together, told them that thc
IJord would not forsake them, that although they were what they were,
and bad been brought down for their iniquities, God was their God
still. He took a stone and set it between Mizpeh and Shen and called
the name of it Ebenezer, saying, " Hitherto bath the Lord helped us."
FOLLOWER-ON.

FRUIT FOUND AFTER MANY DAYS.
(FROM The Free Presbyterian Magazine.)
THE Rev. T. Biddulph, of Bristol, used to relate the following interesting
facts about a boy who attended the Sabbath School connected with
the St. James's Church, Bristol. It seems that this boy behaved so
badly that neither kindness nor severity appeared to have had any
effect on him. At length the teachers were very reluctantly obliged
to expel him. For several years they heard nothing of him. One
of the teachers was now a clergyman in a distant country village. A
sailor one day knocked at his door, and, on being admitted into his
study, said, " I suppose you have forgotten me, sir?" "Yes," said
the Rev. Henry Poole, "I have, if ever I knew you." "Do you
remember a wicked boy named James Saunders?" "Oh, yes!"
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said he, " I have cause to remember him; he gave me much trouble
and anxiety. What do you know of him ~" "I am the lad!"
" You are grown so, and so much altered I could not believe it. Well,
James, what account can you give of yourself ~" "A very sorry
one, sir: when I was expelled from the school I left the city and
wandered I scarcely knew or cared where. At length I found myself
at the seaside. Weary of living by lying and stealing I got on board a
ship, and after sailing in various parts of the world I was shipwrecked
in a hurricane in the Bay of Honduras. After swimming till my
strength failed me, I gave myself up for lost. In the middle of a dark
night I came to my senses and found myself on a rock half covered
with water. I looked around and called out for my shipmates, and
found that two of them were situated like myself, every moment
expecting a watery grave. For the first time since I left the Sabbath
School you, sir, came to my mind. I thought of your kindness, of my
base ingratitude, and of some of the sacred truths you took so much
pains to fix in my memory; particularly that passage in Numbers
xxiii. 9: 'From the top of the rocks I see him.' In my extremity I
looked to the Saviour of Whom I had heard so much, but Whom I
had so long despised. I knelt down, up to my waist in water, and
cried mightily that God might be the rock of my heart and my portion
for ever. I found your words true, that' praying breath was never
spent in vain.' On the day breaking we discovered some pieces of
wreck on which we ultimately succeeded in reaching the shore. Then
many precious truths you had taught me from the Bible came fresh
into my memory; though I had almost forgotten during my career of
iniquity even that there was such a book. I thought, sir, you would
be glad to find that all your care and anxiety on my behalf was not
lost; I therefore walked from my ship to thank you, in the best manner
I can, for your former kindn~ss to me." Knowing the cunning adroitness of the lad, Mr. Poole was half inclined to discredit him. He
inquired the name of his Captain, to whom he wrote, and ascertained
that, since this young man had sailed with him his conduct had been
such that, whenever he knew that James Saunders was on deck, his
mind was at ease, knowing that the duties of the ship would be faithfully
attended to. Some time afterwards, Mr. Poole was informed by the
Captain that James Saunders, when in a distant part of the world,
had been seized with a fever. During its progress he sent for the
sailors, read to them while he was able out of the Bible, exhorted
them to cleave to the Rock of Ages that never moves-the Lord Jesus
Christ, Who died the Just for the unjust-to take example by him,
who, though one of the vilest of sinners, had found mercy. Commending them all to Christ, he fell asleep in Him-a monument of
saving grace and redeeming love.-Scottish Christian Herald (1837).
" NEXT to Calvin, I love Augustine. I feel that Augustine was the
great mine out of which Calvin digged his mental wealth."-C. H.
Spurgeon.
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A FEW SUGGESTIONS ON PSALM EIGHTEEN.
How interesting and profitable it is for us to trace in all the (Old
Testament) Scriptures the things concerning Himself, to find Him
from Genesis to Malachi, though not always without searching.
Some one has said that" of all the citations in the New Testament
from the Old which have a Messianic reference, nearly one-half are
from the Psalms "-our Lord's prayer and praise book.
If we would learn the historical narrative of His days on earth, we
must read the Gospels. If we would read His very heart, His feelings,
His sufferings and consolations, then we must turn to the Psalms.
If they are not all Messianic, many certainly are.
There David relates what no doubt describes in some measure his
own experiences, but far more those of his Lord.
To take Psalm xviii. Twice is this quoted as Messianic, viz.,
verse 2 is quoted in Hebrews ii. 13, and verse 39 in Romans xv. 9.
Looking at the Psalm as a gold mine in which we may discover much
of our Lord's mind, we find it naturally divides into sections.
Verses 1-3 introduce us to the God-man in His intense love of, and
dependence on, His Father. "I will love the Lord" in the Hebrew
has an intensity of meaning which we miss in English-a love from the
bottom of the heart is implied-intense. And having come to do His
will in all things, the God-man is wholly dependent. What unspeakable
joy it must have given the Father to have one Man Who in all things
was subject, dependent, trustful!
See the terms in which He addresses Jehovah-" My strength" ;
yet creation was the work of the Son (John i. 3), and upholding it is
still His prerogative (Col. i.).
One can only marvel at His attitude under all circumstances to
His God:My Rock-for hiding in.
My Fortress-for defence.
My Deliverer-for practical succour.
My God-the sum total of ineffable good.
My Strength (margin, Rock)-:-for stability.
My Buckler-for dextrous adaptability of defence (the buckler was
a small shield easily moved about).
The Horn of My Salvation-the strength of it when I flee for refuge
or " sanctuary," and lay hold, as of old refugees held on to the altar.
My High Tower-to climb up into.
We, too, take refuge in all these aspects of God, and may be glad
that we learn the easier ones before we have to climb into a high tower!
Verses 4-6. Here the speaker steps down into an abyss of horror
and sorrow. All the horrors that could be associated with death fell
on Him, physical and spiritual. "The sting of death is sin," and its
venom in every possible sense attacked the sinless One.
" The torments of death have assailed Me," and as the Sin-bearer
He exhausted death for His own.
"Floods of ungodly men"! To be near such can be agony to

The Gospel Magazine

399

a holy soul. To be their victim was torture. Jews yelled for His
crucifixion. Romans executed Him.
" The cords of Hades" (verse 5) are hard to understand, but He
was bound by cords of love and devotion, bound by His Covenant
engagements, and bound by the cords of pain. To Him death was
terrible. Think of the fiends that were exulting-not only the men
around Him.
" In my distress I called upon Jehovah "-just the time when we
need to do the same-and how many sources of distress there are!
The Man of Sorrows understands them all, for He has tasted more than
we ever could.
Section 3 gives us God's response. Although there was a time (not
here mentioned) when the Sin-bearer was forsaken of God, the time
came when, with haste and might, Jehovah flew on the wings of the
wind to His beloved Son and delivered Him. To the worldling the
poetic language here may seem an exaggeration, but no words can
exaggerate the majesty of God, or set forth in too strong terms the might
with which He succours His own. We little know the principalities
and powers under command of the prince of the power of the air, who
have to be borne down and routed as God answers the cry of distress.
Verse 16 leads us to the deliverance. How tender! "He sent
from ·above. He took me, He drew me out of many waters." Deep
waters of judgment where for Him " there was no standing," that for
us there might be a rock and a large room!
And does not God deal thus tenderly with each of His own? Does
He not initiate our salvation from above ?-take us and draw us ?
And from many waters of sin and misery, of defeat and shame, of
sorrow and perplexity, till at last we are beyond them all-with Him?
Verse 19 suggests" Sovereign grace lies at the bottom of every
well of mercy."
Verse 20 starts a section dealing with the personal righteousness of
the Christ. David had been slandered by Saul and by Shimei and
probably many more, and could plead in degree his own innocence of
special charges made against him, but the Lord Jesus was absolutely
and inherently righteous.
.
Verse 28. Darkness is always a trial when we can find no light, and
our gracious God not only lightened Christ's darkness and in resurrection set Him in a large room (verse 19), but equipped Him for all
that could ensue. He attributes all to His Father before and after
the Cross.
To us, of course, it is easy to apply verses 28-36 (and we need all
these promises in our warfare), but reverently may we say "in all
things He was made like unto His brethren."
The Psalm ends with a prophetic view of His future triumph over
all His foes, when in majesty He will destroy them with the word of
His mouth, ere He reigns with His seed (verse 50). Oh, the wonder
of it! His triumph is also ours! He will never rest till the weakest of
His own is finally victorious and with Him for ever in glory.
ANNIE

E.

WOOD.
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
To Our Readers.
ALL our readers will be interested to learn that the Trustees of THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE met for their Annual Meeting in London, on Friday,
July 27th. The Balance Sheet for 1933 was read and carefully considered. This showed that the circulation of the Magazine was
slightly less than during the previous year. There had also been a
considerable drop in the donations to THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund,
so that we had only a balance of a little over two pounds with which
to commence the year 1934. We are very thankful, however, that
the Lord so wrought for us that we were able to close the year 1933
with a slight balance, small though it was.
The bad trade and lessened income of many of our supporters fully
accounts for a reduction in the amount of donations to THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE Fund. Moreover, the removal by death of old subscribers
naturally lessens the circulation, though we thankfully record that
many new subscribers are added to the list of the many who value
the Magazine.
We fully realize that the old doctrines of grace for which the
Magazine stands are not popular with the crowd, but the encouraging
testimonies which we receive to the value of the Magazine show that
a large remnant of God's people find comfort and help from the truths
set forth in this, the oldest of the religious Magazines.
We should like to be able wholly to dispense with THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE Fund, but as the very existence of the Magazine in large
measure depends on it, we feel we ought to let our readers know that
we still need regular contributions, large and small, for this object.
We do not make any application to particular individuals for contributions to this Fund, but we pray that the Lord may dispose the
hearts of many to send in regular donations.
We hope, too, that all our readers will do what they can to make
the Magazine known to others, and to induce others to become regular
subscribers. For six shillings a year the Magazine will be sent post
free to any part of the world..
Mr. B. S. Taylor (our publisher), GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, 23, Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C.2, is always glad to receive either
subscriptions for the Magazine, or donations to THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund.
We would bespeak the prayers of all our readers on behalf of ourselves, and our kind fellow-workers, that the testimony of the Magazine
may be increasingly true to the Word of God, and an increasing means
of instruction, help, and comfort to our numerous readers at home
and abroad. "Our sufficiency is of God" (2 Cor. iii. 5).
" NEITHER the guilty unbeliever, nor the justified believer, generates
innocent, but guilty children, because the generation of both is corrupted from nature."-Augustine.
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ON FAITH AND THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.
By REV JOHN NEWTON.
(BEING LETTER

XXV

IN

Newton's Letters.)

DEAR SIR,

In compliance with your request, I freely give you my sentiments
on the particulars you desired; your candour will pass over all inadvertencies, when I give you such thoughts as offer themselves spontaneously
and without study. If the Lord is pleased to bring any thing valuable
to my mind, I shall be glad to send it to you; and I am willing to
believe that when Christians, in His name and fear, are writing to
one another, He does often imperceptibly guide us to drop a word
in season; which I hope will be the case at present.
The first object of solicitude to an awakened soul is safety. The
law speaks, the sinner hears and fears; a holy God is revealed, the
sinner sees and trembles; every false hope is swept away, and an
earnest inquiry takes place, "What shall I do to be saved?" In
proportion as faith is given, Jesus is discovered as the only Saviour,
and the question is answered; and as faith increases, fear subsides,
and a comfortable hope of life and immortality succeeds.
When we have thus" a good hope through grace," that heaven shall
be our home, I think the next inquiry is, or should be, How we may
possess as much of heaven by the way as is possible? in other words,
how a life of communion with our Lord and Saviour may be maintained
in the greatest power, and with the least interruption that is consistent
with the present imperfect state of things? I am persuaded, dear
sir, this is the point that lies nearest your heart; and therefore I shall
speak freely my mind upon it.
In the first place, it is plain from Scripture and experience, that all
our abatements, declensions, and langours, arise from a defect of faith;
from the imperfect manner in which we take up the revelation of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the Scriptures. If our apprehensions of Him were
nearly suitable to the characters He bears in the Word of God; if we
had a strong and abiding sense of His power and grace always upon
our hearts; doubts and complaints would cease. This would make
hard things easy, and bitter things sweet, and dispose our hearts with
cheerfulness to do and suffer the whole will of God; living upon and
to Him, as our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, joy, and supreme
end, we should live a heaven upon earth. The face of the question
is therefore a little changed, and amounts to this, What are the means
to increase and strengthen our faith ?
I apprehend that the growth of faith, no less than of all other graces,
of which faith is the root, is gradual, and ordinarily effected in the use
of appointed means; yet not altogether arbitrary, but appointed by
Him Who knows our frame; and therefore works in us, in a way
suited to those capacities he has endued us with.
1. If faith arises from the knowledge of Christ, and this knowledge
is only contained in the Word of God, it follows that a careful, frequent
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perusal of the Scriptures, which testify of him, is a fit and a necessary
means of improving our faith.
2. If, besides the outward revelation of the Word, there must be a
revelation of the Spirit of God likewise, whose office it is " to take of
the things of Jesus, and show them to the soul," by, and according to,
the written word (John xvi. 14; 2 Cor. iii. 18); and if this Spirit is
promised and limited to those who ask itr--then it follows, likewise,
that secret prayer is another necessary means of strengthening faith.
Indeed, these two I account the prime ordinances. If we were providentially, and not wilfully, restrained from all the rest, the word of
grace, and the throne of grace, would supply their wants; with these
we might be happy in a dungeon, or in a desert; but nothing will
compensate the neglect of these. Though we should be engaged in a
course of the best conversation and sermons, from one end of the week
to the other, we should languish and starve in the midst of plenty;
our souls would grow dry and lean, unless these secret exercises are
kept up with some degree of exactness.
3. Another means to this purpose is faithfulness to light already
received (John xiv. 15-24, especially verse 21). It is worth observation that faith and fidelity, the act of dependence, and the purpose
of obedience, are expressed in the Greek by the same word. Though
the power is all of God, and the blessing of mere free grace; yet, if
there is any secret reserve, any allowed evil connived at in the heart
and life, this will shut up the avenues to comfort, and check the growth
of faith. I lay very little stress upon that faith or comfort which is
not affected by unsteady walking.
The experience of past years has taught me to distinguish between
ignorance and disobedience. The Lord is gracious to the weakness
of His people; many involuntary mistakes will not interrupt their
communion with Him; He pities their infirmity, and teaches them
to do better. But if they dispute His known will, and act against the
dictates of conscience, thay will surely suffer for it. This will weaken
their hands, and bring distress into their hearts. Wilful sin sadly
perplexes and retards our progress. May the Lord keep us from it!
It raises a dark cloud and hides the Sun of Righteousness from our
view; and till He is pleased freely to shine forth again, we can do
nothing: and for this, perhaps, He will make us wait, and cry out
often, "How long, 0 Lord! how long? "
Thus, by reading the Word of God, by frequent prayer, by a simple
attention to the Lord's will, together with the use of public ordinances,
and the observations we are able to make upon what passes within us
and without us, which is what we call experience, the Lord watering
and blessing with the influence of His Holy Spirit, may we grow in
grace, and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, be more humbled
in our own eyes, more weaned from self, more fixed on Him as our
all in all, till at last we shall meet before His throne.
The communion of saints, another point you desired my thoughts
upon, is the great privilege of all the children of God; they may be
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separate from each other in body, and yet may daily meet at the
throne of grace. This is one branch of the communion of saints, to
be present in spirit to each other; sharing in common of the influences
of the same Spirit, they feel the same desires, aim at the same objects,
and, so far as they are personally acquainted, are led to bear each other
upon their hearts in prayer. It has often been an encouragement to
me in a dark and dull hour, when rather the constraint of duty than
the consideration of privilege has brought me upon my knees, to
reflect how many hearts, and eyes, and hands, have been probably
lifted up in the same moment with mine: this thought has given me
new courage.
o what a great family has our Father! and what David says
of the natural is true of the spiritual life (Psalm civ.): "These
wait upon Thee; that Thou mayest give them their meat in due
season. That Thou givest them they gather: Thou openest Thine
hand, and they are filled with good." Then I particularly think of
those who have been helpful to me in time past; the seasons of sweet
communion we have enjoyed together, the subjects of our mutual
complaints, etc. Where are they, or how engaged now? Perhaps
this moment praying or thinking about me. Then I am roused to
make their cases my own, and by attempting to plead for them, I
get strength to pray for myself. It is an encouragement, no doubt,
in a field of battle, to know that the army we belong to is large,
unanimous, all in action, pressing on from every side against the
common enemy, and gaining ground in every attack. But if we
derive fresh spirits from considering our friends and associates on
earth, how should we take fire if we could penetrate within the veil,
and take a view of the invisible world! We should not then complain
that we were serving God alone. 0 the numbers, the voices, the
raptures of that heavenly host! Not one complaining note, not one
discordant string. How many thousand years has the harmony been
strengthening, by the hourly accession of new voices!
I sometimes compare this earth to a temporary gallery or stage,
erected for all the heirs of glory to pass over, that they may join in the
coronation of the Great King. A solemnity in which they shall not
be mere spectators, but deeply interested parties; for He is their
Husband, their Lord; they bear His name, and shall share in all His
honours. Righteous Abel led the van: the procession has been
sometimes broader, sometimes llarrowed to almost a single person, a~
in the days of Noah. After many generations had successively entered
and disappeared; the King Himself passed on in Person, preceded by
one chosen harbinger; He received many insults on His passage;
but He bore all for the sake of those He loved, and entered triumphant
into His glory.
He was followed by twelve faithful servants, and after them the
procession became wider than ever. There are many yet. unborn who
must (as we do now) tread in the steps of those gone before; and when
the whole company is arrived, the stage shall be taken down and burnt.
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Then all the chosen race
Shall meet before the throne.
Shall bless the conduct of his grace,
And make his wonders known.

Let us then, dear sir, be of good courage; all the saints on earth, all
the saints in heaven, the angels of the Lord, yea, the Lord of angels
Himself, all are on our side. Though the company is large, yet there
is room-many mansions-a place for you; a place, I trust, for
worthless me.
I am, etc.

-.

THE BLESSED" AFTERWARD."
A LETTER BY DEAR DR. DOUDNEY.
DEAR MR. WILEMAN.-Thanks for your communication. I deeply
sympathize with you in all your trials. How it reIninds me of the
past, when, in my business career, I have told the Lord-" one halfounce more trial, I.Jord, without additional strength to bear it, sink
1 must." But, blessed be His Name, He never laid that additional
half-ounce upon me in the circumstances. He fulfi.lled His word, and
ratified the same to the glory of His great Name: "As thy days, so
shall thy strength be." And then, how blessed has been the" afterward! "
What a very different experience is Inine now, as contrasted with
former days! Not that I am stronger. nor in a certain sense less
tried. No, by no means; but it is a different kind of trial. Age,
infirInity, the near approach of death, verily" heart and flesh failing,"
the Lord's face hidden, dark and gloomy paths, cries and groans, pleas
and entreaties seeIningly unheeded.
Unable through deafness to hear the word, and through infirInity
only very occasionally privileged to speak-hence the void, hence the
painful blank! Hence, too, th~ enviable remembrance of past seasons
and bygone scenes. Hence, moreover, the cry for more faith, more
childlike simple trust and dependence.
I am a wonder to myself in looking back. I ask myself, "how
could I have undertaken this 1" or, "how ventured upon that 1 "
The whole seems a perfect myst.ery. And the sickness, the faInily
afllictions, the deaths, ah! how I was sustained, how delivered, amazes
me in the retrospect. Clearly it is, therefore, that the Lord never
fritters away His gifts, but reserves them for the blessed extreInities.
Faithfully yours,
D. A. DOUDNEY.
Southville, Granada Road,
Southsea, October 25th, 1890.
[Verbatim copy-Wo W.

Never before printed.

From my album.)
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DR. GILL ON DEPARTING TO BE WITH CHRIST.
DEATH is departing out of this life, a going out of the body, a removal
out of this world. It is like moving from one place to another, from
the world below to the world above. With the saints it is no other
than a removing from one house to another, from the earthly house of
their tabernacle, the body, to their Father's house, and the Mansions
of glory in it, preparing for them.
Death is not an annihilation of men, neither of soul nor body. It is
a separation of them, but not a destruction of either. It is a dissolution
of the union between them for a while, when both remain in a separate
state till the resurrection. Now this the apostle had a desire unto,
which was not a new and sudden motion of mind. It was a thought
that had long dwelt with him, and still continued; and this desire
after death was not for the sake of death, for death in itself is a king
of terrors, very formidable and terrible, and not desirable. It is an
enemy, the last enemy that shall be destroyed. It is contrary to
nature, and to desire it is contrary to a first principle in nature, selfpreservation; but death is desired for some other end. Wicked men
desire it, and desire others to put an end to their lives, or do it themselves to free them from some trouble they are in; or because they
are not able to support under a disappointment of what their ambition
or lust have prompted them to. Good men desire death, though
always, when right, with a submission to the will of God, that they
may be rid of sin, which so much dishonours God as well as distresses
themselves; and that they may be clothed upon with shining robes
of immortality and glory; and as the apostle here, " to be with Christ" :
for the former clause is to be strictly connected with this. He did
not desire merely to depart this life, but chiefly to be with Christ, and
the former only in order to the latter. The saints are in Christ now,
chosen in Him, set upon His heart, and put into His hands, are created
in Him, and brought to believe in Him, and are in Him as branches
in the Vine; and He is in them, formed in their hearts, lives and dwells
in them by faith, and they have sometimes communion with Him in
private duties and public worship. He comes into them and sups
with them, and they with Him; but this is only at times. He is a
wayfaring man that continues but for a night. Hence the present
state of the saints is a state of absence from Christ. Whilst they are
at home in the body, they are absent from the Lord, especially as to
His bodily presence; but after death they are i=ediately with Him,
where He is in His human nature. Their souls in their separate state
continue with Him till the resurrection morn, when their bodies will
be raised and re-united to their souls, and be both for ever with Him,
beholding His glory, and enjoying uninterrupted communion with
Him, which will be the completion and full end of Christ's preparation
and prayers.
Hence it appears that there is a future being and state after
death. The apostle desires to depart this life, and be, exist, be
somewhere, with Christ; for the only happy being after death is with
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Him. If souls are not with Him, they are with devils and damned
spirits. . . . It is also manifest that souls do not sleep with the body
in the grave until the resurrection. The souls of the saints are immediately with Christ, in the enjpyment of His presence, in happiness and
glory, hoping, believing and waiting for the resurrection of their bodies.
Had the apostle known that he must have remained after death in a
state of inactivity and uselessness, deprived of the communion of
Christ and of His Church, it would have been no difficulty with him
to determine which was most eligible, to live or die; and it would
have been much better for him, and more to the advantage of the
Churches, if he had continued upon the earth to this day, than to be
sleeping in his grave, senseless and inactive; whereas he adds, which
is far better. To depart and be with Christ is better than to live in the
flesh in this sinful world, in the midst of a variety of sorrows and
troubles, and in which communion with Christ is but now and then
enjoyed, though such a life is better than sleeping in the grave. But
upon a soul's departure and being with Christ, it is free from sin and
sorrow, and in the utmost pleasure, enjoying communion with Him
without interruption; and this is better than labouring in the
ministry. For though no man took more pleasure in the work of the
ministry than the apostle did, and no man's ministry was more profitable and useful, yet it was toilsome, laborious, and wearisome to the
flesh. Wherefore dying and being with Jesus could not but be
desirable, since he should then rest from his labours, and his works
would follow him. . .. Leaving the world and being with Christ were
better for him; and this was an argument swaying on the side of
death, and inclining him to desire that, and made it so difficult with
him what to choose.-Dr. Gill's Commentary on Philippians i. 23.
A NEW BOOK.
WE have been informed that Pastor John Wilmot, of Highgate Road
Chapel, and Mr. J. H. Pizey, one of the deacons, have been very busy
preparing a "Memoir of the Life .and Ministry of the late Pastor, James
Stephens, M.A.," for about fifty years the pastor of Highgate Road
Chapel. It is estimated that the volume will be a fairly substantial
one, and that the price per copy will be three shillings and sixpence.
The Editors would be glad if orders for this volume could at once be
sent to them, as that would assist them in determining the number to
be printed and published. Orders may be sent to pastor John Wilmot,
Highgate Road Chapel, London, N.W.5. We may say that Pastor
Stephens carried on a faithful work at Highgate Road Chapel on
decidedly Evangelical and unworldly lines. Even before Mr. Spurgeon
severed himself from the Baptist Union, Pastor Stephens broke off his
connection with that body on account of the Down-grade tendencies
that were then showing themselves. We had the privilege of knowing
Pastor Stephens for many years, and we anticipate that the Memoirs
of his Life and Ministry will be deeply interesting and instructive.
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)poung jfolks' )page.

HOMEWARD BOUND.
THE train was speeding on towards London, and I was deep in an
interesting book, forgetful of my surroundings, when we stopped at a
station, where I was aroused by an unusual clamour. Looking out,
I saw that the platform was crowded with schoolgirls-a merry,
scurrying mob of girls of all shapes and sizes, carrying suitcases and
hockey-sticks and mackintoshes, and chattering excitedly at the top
of their voices. The term was over, school had broken up, and now
they were intent on the one great object of getting home. They
pressed eagerly into the carriages, shepherded by anxious mistresses,
and the rest of the journey was enlivened by their joyous voices as
they jostled each other in the corridor, or called farewells to a comrade
set down at intervening stations.
I could not look at them without thinking of my own schooldays,
and of the eager excitement which prevailed when holidays were
drawing near, and everybody's thoughts were turned towards home.
I thought of the satisfaction with which we struck off the dates on the
calendar as the happy day approached, of the early waking, the hurried
packing, and the long journey, whose discomforts were borne so lightheartedly because it was the way home. I saw again the cold, dark
drive through the country roads, the lighted house, the door flung wide,
the eager welcome, the glowing hearth, the well-spread table, the glad
reunion with the family, and then the quiet comfort of settling down
to exchange experiences with our dear ones, in an atmosphere of love
and confidence, where we could be sure of sympathy and understanding.
I was reminded of my experience in the train when the Editor asked
me to write this article, because she who for the last ten years has been
the writer of the Young Folks' Page is now at Home with the Lord,
and the thought of the" Home above" has been filling the minds of
those who loved her. "Grandma's got a lovely house to live in now,"
said her little grandson; he is not three years old, but he knows that
in the Father's house there are many mansions, and that is how he
thinks of heaven. On earth the child of God is" far from his heavenly
home," dwelling like an exile in a foreign land, amongst people whose
habits and customs are strange to him, and who do not even understand
his language. As he travels on his earthly pilgrimage, how the heart
of the Christian should lighten at the thought of his journey's end.
Sometimes there are hard places on the road; the pilgrim is beset
with difficulties and temptations; sorrows overwhelm him; his
enemies persecute him, and even his friends desert him. Then how
he clings to the thought of the better country he is seeking; that
country which is Home to him, the dwelling-place of God his Father,
where his Saviour waits to welcome those He died to save, where are
all the blessed company of the saints, his near kinsmen in the Lord.
Somet.imes the way is easy. and pleasant, and the traveller is cheered
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by encouragements and comforts which seem pledges of the joys to
come, where there are" pleasures for evermore." But whatever the
road is like, it leads Home, and that is all that matters.
Would you be " at home" in heaven? You could not be, if you
did not belong to the Family; you would only be an outsider, and
could never be welcomed there. "As many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God." "As many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on His Name." May the Holy Spirit lead us thus to believe.
DAMARIS.
Q!otrr~ponlJen H.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I am deeply grieved to hear of the sad and grievous
loss you have sustained by the removal of dear Mrs. Houghton. May
the Lord comfort your hearts. A Distributor for over fifty years
writes: "Thank you so much for thinking of me. So many old
friends have passed over that I feel a bit lonely at times. Trusting
that you will soon be better." Another worker writes: "Many
thanks for parcel of magazines you have so kindly sent for distribution
amongst the men. I can assure you that they will be of great use to
me in my work, and will be appreciated by the men receiving them."
A Chaplain writes: "Thank you very gratefully for the magazines
for the men." Yet another writes: "The parcel of tracts, etc., reached
me. I wish to thank you very much for these. They are good seed
and sound, and they will be distributed on shore and ship." Through
the Lord's mercy the book-work has been continued in spite of my
long illness. Will our friends remember us in prayer?
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, August, 1934.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
020
Griffin, Mr. S...
" A Pilgrim" (per Miss
1 10 0
L. Ormiston)
1 0 0 Houghton, Miss L. M.
040
Atkinson, Miss M.
1 0 0 Knott, Miss A.
026
Buckland, Mrs. L.
0 2 6 Madeley, Mrs...
Davies, Mrs. A. W.
0 10 0
THE FREE DISTRIBUTION FUND.-Mr. J. P. Farrington,

6/-.
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In fllemotiam.
MRS. T. HOUGHTON.
(Second Notice.)
OUR readers will, we feel sure, read with interest a further brief reference
to our beloved one now in glory.
She was buried in Whitington Churchyard on Friday afternoon,
July 6th, the Rev. N. F. Duncan, M.A. (Editor of The English Churchman) taking the service. We sang John Newton's hymn, "How
sweet the name of Jesus sounds" at the service, and a touching
address was given by Mr. Duncan.
On the following Sunday our son (Fr!1nk) preached the sermon
which we print in this issue.
We are full of thankfulness to God for the many letters and telegrams
of sympathy which we have received, and for the prayers for Divine
comfort and grace offered by the senders.
We imagine that our readers will be glad and interested to read the
following testimonies which we have received.
They are given wholly and unreservedly to the glory of the God of
all grace by Whose sovereign mercy our dear one was saved with an
everlasting salvation.
TESTIMONIES.

" You will sorely !niss one who seemed ever to be, as indeed she was,
a true helpmeet to you in your high and holy calling."
" How their hearts praised God for the life-work of Mrs. Houghton,
to whom the great privilege had been given of being the mother of
eight children, all on the Lord's side, and five of whom had given
themselves to !nissionary work abroad."
" We shall greatly !niss her helpful articles in ' Our Young Folks'
page.' "
" It was a great privilege to meet her last year, and she was so very
kind and beautiful."
" He gave Mrs. Houghton to you and your dear ones, and in fact,
to the whole Church of Jesus Christ she has proved a priceless gift,
through her work, faInily, and writings."
"We shall always esteem it a great privilege to have met Mrs.
Houghton, and to have had such pleasant Christian fellowship with
her in our home, and I feel sure there will be a large circle of friends
who will deeply mourn her loss to them, while rejoicing in the' gain'
which is hers, in being in the presence of her Saviour."
" It has been a privilege to know her. One can thank God for such
a life."
" I have been speaking this afternoon of Mrs. Houghton's wonderful
life, so consistent, so wise; also of her article in this month's Magazine
(July), which seems to have such special beauty and meaning in the
light of her Home-call, which has come so unexpectedly to us. We
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shall greatly miss those Articles which we have always valued and
enjoyed. . . . 'Thou remainest.' "
" A few years ago one of Mrs. Houghton's Articles in The Gospel
Magazine was entitled, 'Continue.' I wrot-e and told her what a great
help it had been to me, and she wrote me a most wonderful understanding and helpful letter, which gave me much encouragement. How
very many will miss her articles-and I shall for one."
" We have such pleasant memories of the last time she was with us,
and often say how much we enjoyed having her with us that day or
two."
"I remember Mrs. Houghton as an outstanding splendid woman,
and most kind to me."
" I think of her charming personality."
" What a beautiful life she lived."
" What a wonderful mother she has been ! We shall all feel we have
lost a true friend in dear Mrs. Houghton, and how favoured I was
to have seen her so recently. It was a real pleasure."
" Mrs. Houghton has left behind her the legacy of a godly life, and
a family who are following Christ even as she did. . . . We feel how
truly the sons and daughters reflect the godly character of their
mother."
" I always felt I loved Mrs. Houghton when I read her piec-es in The
Gospel Magazine, and it will be nice to know her when we all get Home."
"I always looked first for' Our Young Folks' Page,' little thinking
that July's would be the last from her pen."
" I have just been helped in reading your loved wife's Diary, and felt
such a unity of spirit with the dear departed one."
" I think of your dear wife's gentle loving sweetness, and her spiritual
influence, and I know we shall be the poorer now that her prayerfullips
are silenced."
" With a vivid happy recollection of converse with Mrs. Houghton
at Bexhill a few years ago, my wife joins me in Christian greetings."
" Her self-effacement, her patient endurance, and her thankfulness
have ever been, and ever will Qe an inspiration and an example."
BUNYAN AND THE ETERNAL SONSHIP.
" So in the morning they all got up; and, after some more discourse,
they told him that he should not depart till they had shown him the
rarities of that place. And first they had him into the study, where
they showed him records of the greatest antiquity; in which, as I
remember in my dream, they showed him first the pedigree of the Lord
of the hill, that He was the Son of the Ancient of Days, and came by that
eternal generation. Here also was more fully recorded the acts that
he had done, and the names of many hundreds that He had taken
into His service; and how He had placed them in such habitations,
that could neither by length of days, nor decays of nature, be diS::solved." -Pilgrim's Progress.
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l!JroteSltant lSearolt.
LUTHER'S LAST LETTER TO THE POPE.
I

1520. FROM D'AuBGIGNE'S
History of the Reformation, Vol. n, pp. 129 to 133.)

(WRITTEN TOWARDS THE END OF THE YEAR

" To the most holy Father in God, Leo X, Pope at Rome, be all health
in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
" From the midst of the violent battle which for three years I have
been fighting against dissolute men, I cannot hinder myself from
sometimes looking towards you, 0 Leo, most holy Father in God!
And although the madness of your impious flatterers has constrained
me to appeal from your judgment to a future council, my heart has
never been alienated from your holiness, and I have never ceased
praying constantly and with deep groaning for your prosperity and
for that of your pontificate. *
" It is true that I have attacked certain antichristian doctrines,
and have inflicted a deep wound upon my adversaries, because of their
impiety. I do not repent of this, for I have the example of Christ
before me. What is the use of salt, if it hath lost its pungency; or
of the edge of the sword, if it cuts not ~t Cursed be the man who
does the Lord's work coldly! Most excellent Leo, far from ever
having entertained an evil thought in your respect, I wish you the
most precious blessings for eternity. I have done but one thingupheld the Word of Truth. I am ready to submit to you in every
thing; but as for this Word, I will not-I cannot abandon it.t He
who thinks diflerently from me, thinks erroneously.
" It is true that I have attacked the Court of Rome; but neither
you nor any man on earth can deny that it is more corrupt than Sodom
and Gomorrah; and that the impiety prevailing there is past all hope
of cure. Yes! I have been filled with horror at seeing that under
your name the poor people of Christ have been made a sport of. This
I opposed, and I will oppose it again; not that I imagine I shall be
able, despite the opposition of flatterers, to prosper in anything connected with this Babylon, which is confusion itself; but I owe it to
my brethren, in order that some may escape, if possible, from these
terrible scourges.
" You are aware that Rome for many years past has inundated the
world with all that could destroy both body and soul. The Church
• Ut non totis viribus, sedulis atque quantum in me fuit gemebundis precibus
apud Deum quresierim. L. Epp. i. 498.
t Quid prodierit sal, si non mordeat? Quid os gladii, si non credat? L. Epp. i.
499.
t Verbum deserere et negare nee possum, nee volo. Ibid.
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of Rome, once the foremost in sanctity, is become the most licentious
den of robbers, the most shameless of all brothels, the kingdom of sin,
of death, and of hell,* which Antichrist himself, if he were to appear,
could not increase in wickedness. All this is clearer than the sun at
noonday.
" And yet, 0 Leo! you sit like a lamb in the midst of wolves, like
Daniel in the lions' den! What can you do alone against such
monsters ~ Perhaps there are three or four cardinals who combine
learning with virtue. But what are they against so great a number!
You would all die of poison before being able to make trial of any
remedy. The fate of the Court of Rome is decreed; God's wrath is
upon it, and will consume it.t It hates good advice, dreads reform,
will not mitigate the fury of its impiety, and thus deserves that men
should speak of this city as of its mother : We would have healed
Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her.t It was for you and your
cardinals to have applied the remedy; but the sick man mocks the
physician, and the horse will not obey the rein.
"Full of affection for you, most excellent Leo, I have always
regretted that you, who are worthy of better times, should have been
raised to the pontificate in such days as these. Rome merits you not,
nor those who resemble you; she deserves to have Satan himself for
her king. So true it is that he reigns more than you in that Babylon.
Would to God that, laying aside that glory which your enemies so
loudly extol, you would exchange it for some small living, or would
support yourself on your paternal inheritance; for none but Iscariots
deserve such honour. . . . 0 my dear Leo, of what use are you in
this Roman Court, except that the basest men employ your name
and power to ruin fortunes, destroy souls, multiply crimes, oppress
the faith, the truth, and the whole Church of God ~ 0 Leo! Leo!
you are the most unhappy of men, and you sit on the most dangerous
of thrones! I tell you the truth because I mean you well.
" Is it not true that under the spreading firmament of heaven there
is nothing more corrupt or more detestable than the Romish Court ~
It infinitely exceeds the Turks in vices and corruption. Once it was
the gate of heaven, now it is the mouth of hell; a mouth which the
wrath of God keeps open so wide,§ that on witnessing the unhappy
people rushing into it, I cannot but utter a warning cry, as in a tempest,
that some at least may be saved from the terrible gulf.
"Behold, 0 Leo, my Father! why I have inveighed against this
death-dealing see. Far from rising up against your person, I thought
• Facta est .•• spelunca latronum licentiosissima, lupanar omnium impudentissimum, regnum peccati, mortis, et inferni. L. Epp. i. 500.
t Actum est de Romana curia; pervenit in eam ira Dei usque in finem.
Ibid.
t Jeremiah li. 9.
§ Olim janua creli, nunc patens quoddam os inferni, et tale os, quod urgente
ira Dei, obstrui non potest. L. Epp. i, 501.

The Gospel Magazine

413

I was labouring for your safety, by valiantly attacking that prison,
or rather that hell, in which you are shut up. To inflict all possible
mischief on the Court of Rome, is performing your duty. To cover it
with shame, is to do Christ honour; in a word, to be a Christian is not
to be a Roman.
" Yet finding that by succouring the see of Rome I lost both my
labour and my pains, I transmitted to it this writing of divorcement,
and said: Farewell, Rome! He that is unjust, let him be unjust still;
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still!* and I devoted myself to
the tranquil and solitary study of the Holy Scripture. Then Satan
opened his eyes, and awoke his servant John Eck, a great adversary
of Jesus Christ, in order to challenge me again to the lists. He was
desirous of establishing, not the primacy of Saint Peter, but his own,
and for that purpose to lead the conquered Luther in his triumphal
train. His be the blame of all the disgrace with which the see of
Rome is covered."
Luther relates his communications with De Vio, Miltitz, and Eck;
he then continues:
"Now then, I come to you, most holy Father, and, prostrate at
your feet, I beseech you to curb, if that be possible, these enemies of
peace. But I cannot retract my doctrine. I cannot permit any
rules of interpretation to be imposed on the Scriptures. The Word of
God, which is the fountain whence all true liberty flows, must not
be bound.t
"0 Leo! my Father! listen not to those flattering sirens who
would persuade you that you are not a mere man, but a demi-god,
and can co=and and require whatever you please. You are the servant of servants, and the place where you are seated is the most
dangerous and miserable of all. Believe those who depreciate you,
and not those who extol you. I am perhaps too bold in presuming
to teach so exalted a majesty, which ought to instruct all men. But
I see the dangers that surround you at Rome; I see you driven to
and fro, like the waves of the sea in a storm. Charity urges me, and
it is my duty to utter a cry of warning and of safety.
"That I may not appear empty-handed before your holiness, I
present you a small book which I have dedicated to you, and which
will inform you of the subjects on which I should be engaged, if your
parasites permitted me. It is a little matter, if its size be considered;
but a great one, if we regard its contents; for the sum of the Christian
life is therein contained. I am poor, and have nothing else to offer
you; besides, have you need of any other than spiritual gifts? I
commend myself to your holiness, whom may the Lord Jesus preserve
for ever! Amen!"
• Revelation xxii. ll.
Leges interpretandi verbi Dei non patior, cum oporteat verbum Dei esse non
alligatum, quod libertatem docet. L. Epp. i. 504.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

THE Committee appreciate the continued help of friends who for many
years have assisted in the work of the Society, and are glad that an
additional number of Churches have forwarded collections. The
work on behalf of God's aged saints has been made more widely known
by advocacy from the pulpit, and the aid of other Churches in this way
would be welcome.
At present there are 1070 pensioners on the books of the Society,
and some write to say, " I do not know what I should do without the
pension of the Society." Upwards of £12,000 was expended last
year in payments to these aged Christians, and there is an urgent need
for new Subscribers.
The Home at Camberwell was erected in 1834, and on October 16th
next the Centenary will be celebrated in Grove Chapel, Camberwell.
It is hoped that many friends will keep the date clear so as to be
present on that occasion.
The Annual Sale of Work at Tunbridge Wells will (D.V.) be held
on Sept. 11th in the" Crabb Memorial Hall."

We have received A WORD OF COMFORT FOR WIT'S END CORNER and
THE DEAF AND DUMB DISCIPLE OF JESUS. The former consists of
the thirty-seventh Psalm in large type for those with failing sight.
The latter is an account of the conversion, experience and death of
John Paddy, of Lutterworth. Both may be obtained free from Mr. G.
Williams, 106, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2, the Secretary of the
Beddington Free Grace Library.
We have received the following tracts all published by the Church
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2.:THE ApOSTOLIC SUCCESSION AND REUNION. By W. Prescott Upton.
Pp. 16. Price 2d.
The Bishop of Bradford on WHAT DOES THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
STAND FOR? Is HE RIGHT OR WRONG? Pp. 8. Price 6d. a
dozen.
THE CONFESSIONAL AND THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE. Pp. 2. Price
3d. a dozen.
"FROM the bad use of free will there originated the whole train of
evil, which, with its concatenation of miseries, convoys the human
race from its depraved origin, as from a corrupt root, on to the destruction of the second death, which has no end, those only being excepted
who are freed by the grace of God."-Augustine.

