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SOMEBODY'S TOUCH.
"Somebody hath touched Me."-LuKE viii. 46.

SOMETIMES we read of our LORD touching those whom He intended
to bless, and sometimes we read of those touching Him who needed
His blessing.
Of the leper we read that "JESUS put forth His hand, and
touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his
leprosy was cleansed" (Matt. viii. 3).
Of Peter's wife's mother we read, "He touched her hand, and
the fever left her" (Matt. viii. 15). In like manner He touched the
eyes of the blind and their eyes were opened (Matt. ix. 29; xx. 34).
He touched the tongue and the-dumb spake (Mark vii. 33-35). He
touched the children and blessed them (Mark x. 13, 16). He
touched the ear of Malchus and healed him (Luke xxii. 51). Thus
the touch of our LORD JESUS CHRIST can produce marvellous results
on those whom He designs to bless-nothing is too hard for Him.
He welcomes all who come to Him, and who seek to experience His
delivering mercies. He is the same to-day as He was yesterday.
If yesterday He welcomed those who came seeking His aid, He will
no less welcome those who come to Him to-day. He is "the
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Let us take heart of
courage, and come to Him with all our burdens. He is still able
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with His touch of mercy and power to comfort, to relieve, and to
deliver His distressed people.
There were many, however, who when He was on earth put forth
their hand and touched Him; and we read, " As many as touched
were made perfectly whole" (Matt. xiv. 36).
One such case stands out prominently in the New Testament.
A poor woman whose name is not recorded had been suffering in
body for twelve years. She had been in vain to many physicians,
and had spent all her living in order to obtain a cure, but she" was
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse" (Mark v. 26). At last,
however, she came to the LORD JESUS CHRIST. She had no doubt
heard of His miraculous cures, and she" said within herself, If I
may but touch His garment, I shall be whole." Secretly she" came
in the press behind" and "touched His garment" (Matt. ix. 21;
Mark v. 27-29). The result was, she was immediately healed.
Probably she would have gone away, and said nothing about it,
except to her close friends, if left entirely to herself. But JESUS,
knowing what had happened said, "Who touched Me 1" Peter
and they that were with Him were surprised that He should ask
such a question.
"Master," said Peter, "the multitude throng Thee and press
Thee, and sayest Thou, who touched Me 1" There is, however,
a great difference between thronging and touching. Large numbers
were thronging Him, and pressing against Him, but only one person
definitely and of set purpose touched Him. Hence the LORD said,
"Somebody hath touched Me." He knew all that was happening.
We cannot hide anything from Him. Then the woman, when she
" saw that she was not hid, came trembling, and falling down before
Him, she declared unto Him before all the people for what cause
she had touched Him, and how she was healed immediately."
The LORD was not displeased at what she had done, but he
evidently designed that this remarkable incident should be recorded
for the encouragement of His people for all time. He wished
to teach us that the secret touch of faith secures immediate
blessing.
Now, let us fix our thoughts more definitely on the words, " Somebody hath touched Me."
First, notice that somebody touched Him who was in trouble.
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Trouble in various forms is the appointed portion of all GOD'S
people. In fact, trouble comes to all. "Man that is born of a
woman is of few days, and full of trouble" (Job xiv. 1). There
are bodily troubles and soul troubles. There are domestic troubles,
business troubles, and there are troubles in the professing Church
and amongst professing and real Christians. There are also
troubles for CHRIST'S sake, which take the form of persecution.
To lEs people the LORD said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." The
righteous have an advantage over the world in their troubles.
They can say, " GOD is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble." Moreover, the LORD says to them, "Call upon Me in
the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me "
(Ps. xlvi. 1; 1. 15).
Now, this poor woman is an example to the LORD'S people when
they are in trouble. She ca,me at last to Him Who alone could
deliver her. Many others came to Him, who were suffering from
divers complaints and all who came experienced lEs mercy. He
does not usually now perform miracles, but all our healing mercies,
even if only gradual, are due to lEs power.
Means would be no use without Him. He is One" Who healeth
all thy diseases." Moreover, there can be no doubt that He does
answer our prayers, and that sometimes His deliverances are very
striking and remarkable. Well is it for us, if we come to Him in
faith like this poor woman.
But there are soul troubles, troubles arising from a consciousness
of sin. Sin, if realized, is a terrible trouble. Many don't trouble
about their sins. They are unconscious of its enormity, and of its
heinous character. When, however, the HOLY GHOST convicts a
man of sin, and reveals to him that his heart is "deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked," then he is in real trouble, and
is deeply concerned, and wants to be delivered from the awful
consequences of sin. To such the LORD lovingly says, "Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
Moreover, He says, "All that the FATHER giveth Me shall come
to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John
vi. 37).
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Bunyan found great comfort from these words. He says,
" Satan would greatly labour to pull this promise from me, telling
of me, that CHRIST did not mean me and such as I, but sinners 0/ a
lower rank, that had not done as I had done. But I would answer
him again, Satan, here is in these words no such exception; but him
that comes, him, any him: him that cometh to Me I will in no wise
oast out" (Grace Abounding, p. ]21, R.T.S.). He welcomes" any
him" that comes to Him.
Secondly, notice that somebody touched Him who had tried to get rid
0/ her trouble by other means.
She had "suffered many things of many physicians" (Mark
v. 26). For twelve years she was in trouble, and during that time
she had gone to one physician after another. Their treatment
brought much suffering, but she endured it in the hope of a cure.
All their prescriptions, however, were in vain. So far from getting
better she got worse. Now for the first time she came to CHRIST
and she was immediately and fully healed.
'We, too, are in danger of depending unduly on human help in
our varied troubles. Human help is often a means of help divinely
provided.
Solomon says, "Two are better than one; because they have
a good reward for their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift
up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he
hath not another to help him up " (Eccles. iv. 9, 10).
In bodily troubles we may be helped by the use of wise means,
and by means of the wise advice of a physician, but apart from
Divine blessing means are of no avail.
So in spiritual troubles we may derive help from reading those
Scriptures which are able to make us wise unto salvation through
faith which is in CHRIST JESUS. Or we may derive help from
hearing those men who are Divinely helped to show unto us the
way of salvation. But Scripture points us to CHRIST. "To Him
give all the prophets witness, that through His name whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). In
like manner all faithful preachers of the Gospel points the troubled
sinner to CHRIST. They say; "through this Man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified
from all things" (Acts xiii. 38, 39).
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The troubled sinner, then, needs to come to the LORD JESUS
He needs to come to Him in faith, trusting in His blood
and righteousness. He needs, so to speak, to touch the hem of
His garment.
" None but JESUS
Can do helpless sinners good."
CHRIST.

Neither the written nor the preached Word is of any avail unless
the heart is previously prepared by the SPIRIT to receive saving
truth.
. Sometimes the awakened sinner tries all sorts of methods to
obtain pardon and peace ere he comes definitely and by faith
touches the hem of CHRIST'S garment. Human nature is prone
to trust in humanly-devised methods of salvation.
It is commonly thought that GOD will have mercy upon us if we
reform our lives and abandon the grosser forms of sin. Many
think that if they say prayers regularly, go to a place of worship,
read the Bible, and live what they call a religious life, they will
thus earn Divine mercy and finally reach Heaven. They thus
depend upon their own merits for the eternal salvation of their
souls. They expect to be saved independently of the only, allsufficient, and Divine-provided Saviour. In this way they are like
the poor woman who tried a great many physicians and expected
a cure without CHRIST the GREAT PHYSICIAN. The teaching of
Scripture, however, is that salvation is wholly of the LORD. It
is vain to look for salvation in any other direction than in the
direction of CHRIST. "Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved" (Ac-ts iv. 12). CHRIST, GOD'S eternal
SON, came into the world to save sinners, and to this end He bare
their sins in His Own body on the tree. Only those who trust in
His merits, therefore, can be saved. By grace are they saved,
through faith; and that not of themselves: it is the gift of GOD:
not of works, lest any man should boast. The believing sinner is
justified freely by GOD'S grace through the redemption that is in
CHRIST JESUS.

Thirdly, notice that somebody touched CHRIST who was now
bankrupt.
She had ." spent all that she had," we read in Mark's account
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and in Luke's account we read, that she" had spent all her living
upon physicians, neither could be healed of any" (Mark v. 26; Luke
viii. 43).
She was thus a poor, penniless woman. If coming to CHRIST
involved the payment of another doctor's bill her case was indeed
hopeless. Yet she came. She evidently knew that His marvellous
cures were freely and gratuitously bestowed, and her faith in His
power was so great that she said, "If I may but touch His garment,
I shall be whole."
What an encouragement her case is to poor, bankrupt sinners!
The blessings of the Gospel are freely bestowed upon every seeking
soul. The LORD says to such, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy,
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money and
without price" (Isa. Iv. 1).
" Ho! ye needy, come, and welcome;
GOD'S free bounty glorify;
True belief, and true repentance,
Every grace that brings us nigh,
Without money, without money,
Come to JESUS CHRIST and buy."
Fourthly, notice that somebody touched Him who had great faith
in His power and goodness.
Her faith in CHRIST was indeed remarkable. She believed He
would cure her without any spoken petition for His mercy being
uttered. She believed that if she came behind Him, and just
touched the hem of His garment the desired blessing would come.
She had renounced all confidence in other physicians, and she
now trusted fully and unreservedly in the LORD'S power and
goodness to respond to her touch of faith, and immediately the
blessing sought for was experienced. The LORD Himself draws
attention to her faith and graciously said to her, " Daughter, be of
good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole." Let the
language of our hearts be,

" Remember him who once applied
With trembling for relief;
'LORD, I believe,' with tears he cried,
, 0 help my unbelief.'
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" She, too, who touched Thee in the press,
And healing virtue stole,
\Vas answered, 'Daughter, go in peace;
Thy faith hath made thee whole.'
" Concealed amid the gathering throng
She would have shunned Thy view,
And if her faith was firm and strong,
Had strong misgivings too.
" Like her, with hopes and fears we come,
To touch Thee if we may;
Oh! send us not despairing home,
Send none unhealed away."
(Cowper.)
Lastly, notice that somibody touched Him secretly and privately.

There was nothing wrong in that. It is in secret, in the privacy
of our own room, or in the privacy of a lonely road, that the needy
soul needs to draw near to the great Physician. Even in a crowd
we may secretly lift up our hearts to Him, and by faith touch
the hem of His garment. The crowd may know nothing of our
secret approaches to Him, but He knows. He knows, too, the
difference between those who outwardly throng Him, and those who
definitely and secretly touch Him. But He does not want His
people to be secret disciples. If we secretly and privately touch
Him, and experience His saving power and mercy, we should never
be ashamed of Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us and Who
washed us from our sins in His Own blood. He would have us
therefore come forth and manifest Whose we are, and Whom we
serve. He desires evidently that others may know that we are
monuments of His mercy and 'grace. Without any formal or
public testimony the saved people of GOD should quietly, humbly,
and courageously in their homes, and in their various occupations,.
let it be seen by their words and ways that they belong to CHRIST.
One of GOD'S servants, Thomas Kelly, the hymn writer, wrote : "Let all our words and all our ways
Declare that we are Thine,
That so the light of truth and grace
Before the world may shine."
" Somebody hath touched Me." These were the words of CHRIST
concerning this nameless woman. He knew she had touched Him.
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He knew all her past history. He knew the secret longings of her
heart and the definite and personal manifestation of her faith in
Him. Secret and private though it was, her thoughts and desires
were not hid from Him. Can He say of us, "Somebody hath
touched Me" ~ If He can, He can also say, "SON, or daughter,
be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace."
What a mercy if He can thus speak to all our readers.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Hought(m).

THE SALVATION OF GOD.
" Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord."-ExoDus xiv. 13.
THESE words contain God's command to the believer when he is
reduced to great straits and brought into extraordinary difficulties.
He cannot retreat; he cannot go forward; he is shut up on the right
hand and on the left; what is he now to do ~ The Master's word to
him is, "Stand still." It will be well for him if at such times he
listens only to his Master's word, for other and evil advisers come with
their suggestions. Despair whispers, "Lie down and die, give it all
up." But God would have us put on a cheerful courage, and even in
our worst times, rejoice in His love and faithfulness. Cowardice says,
" Retreat; go back to the worldling's way of action; you cannot play
the Christian's part, it is too difficult. Relinquish your principles."
But however much Satan may urge this course upon you, you cannot
follow it if you are a child of God. His divine fiat has bid thee go
from strength to strength, and so thou shalt, and neither death nor
hell shall turn thee from thy course. What, if for a while thou art
called to stand still, yet this is but to renew thy strength for some
greater advance in due time. Precipitancy cries, "do something.
Stir yourself; to stand still and wait, is sheer idleness." We must be
doing something at once-we must do it, so we think-instead of
looking to the Lord, Who will not only do something but will do everything. . Presumption boasts, " If the sea be before march into it and
expect a miracle." But Faith listens neither to Presumption, nor
to Despair, nor to Cowardice, nor to Precipitancy, but it hears God
say, "Stand still," and immoveable as a rock it stands.
" Stand
still"-keep the posture of an upright man, ready for action, expecting further orders, cheerfully and patiently awaiting the directing
voice; and it will not be long ere God shall say to you, as distinctly
as Moses said it to the people of Israel, " Go forward."
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
(Morning by Morning).
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OUR LORD'S FIRST RESURRECTION APPEARANCE.
., Now when Jesus was risen early the first day 0/ the week, He
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 01~t 0/ whom He had cast
seven devils."-MARK xvi. 9.

ON the day when our Lord rose from the dead He appeared to one
or more of His disciples at five different times. He appeared to
some of the women after they had left the sepulchre. He appeared
to the two disciples who were going to Emmaus. He appeared
specially to 'peter, who had thrice denied Him. He appeared to the
Apostles generally, and those who were with them. But we are
expressly told that "He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out
of whom He had cast seven devils." Evidently she was specially
favoured of the Lord. She, who had at one time been under the
power of seven devils, was selected by Him to be the first to behold
with her bodily eyes the risen Saviour.
" Magdalene" denotes a woman of Magdala, a place on the
western shore of the Lake of Galilee, about three miles from Tiberius
towards the north.
Now there is much spiritual instruction suggested by what we
are told of Mary Magdalene.
First, let us notice that in appearing to this Mary the Lord appeared
to one who had experienced His saving mercy.

At one time Mary Magdalene had been possessed by seven
demons, but the Lord in mercy had delivered her. In a general
way we were all by nature, before we "had experienced God's
regenerating grace, under the power of the devil. The Apostle
John teaches us th9't "the whole world lieth in the evil one"
(1 John v. 20). All men outside the living Church of God are
under Satanic influence. Satan is described as one "which
deceiveth the whole world." He is the deceiver of the nations
(see Rev. xii. 9; xx. 3, 8). This explains the awful evil which is
in the world at large. The Apostle Paul speaks of men as " dead
in trespasses and sins," walking" according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air" (Ephes.
ii. 1,2). We do not half realize how great is the influence of Satan
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in directing the course of events, and controlling the minds of men.
It was because men are led captive by Satan at his will, that the
Lord sent Saul of Tarsus, when He had showed mercy upon him,
to be the instrument of turning men and women "from darkness
to light, and from the power 0/ Satan unto God" (Acts xxvi. 18).
It is evident that we are all by nature under Satanic power, but,
when God's mercy is extended to us, we are " delivered from the
power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear
Son" (Col. i. 12, 13). It would not be true to say that all men
are demon possessed, but they are under Satanic control, more or
less, until God, by His grace, delivers them. Mary Magdalene
was in a special sense under Satanic power. She was possessed
by seven demons. Some have identified Mary Magdalene with the
woman" which was a sinner" of Luke vii. 37. There is, however,
no Scriptural warrant for this. Dr. David Brown well says, "It
is a great wrong to this female to identify her with the once profligate, though afterwards marvellously changed, woman who is the
subject of the preceding section (Luke vii. 37, etc.), and to call all
such penitents Magdalenes. The mistake has arisen from confounding unhappy demoniacal possession with the conscious
entertainment of diabolic impurity, or supposing the one to have
been inflicted as a punishment for the other-for which there is
not the least Scriptural ground" (" Critical and Experimental
Commentary on Luke viii. 2 ").
We need in expounding Scripture to beware of being wise above
that which is written. It is unfair both to Old and New Testament
Saints to put forth theories concerning them which are not definitely
supported by Scripture: Tliey are not here to defend themselves
against suggestions as to their character for which there is no
Scriptural support. There is enough truth in Scripture without
our resorting to mere speculations of our own. Returning to Mary
Magdalene what great mercy she experienced when the Lord by His
Divine power delivered her from the seven demons who possessed
her. That deliverance was not merely negative. Her subsequent
history shows that she was a subject of God's regenerating and
saving mercy. She was numbered amongst the Lord's true
disciples-a monument of His grace. To such a one He appeared.
He does not now visibly appear to His people, but it is the risen
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One Who said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world."
Though we do not actually see Him, yet He is with us, He
dwelleth. in us by His Spirit. We can always count upon the
presence-the indwelling presence of our risen and mighty Lord.
Secondly, notice that in appeOJring to this Mary He appeared to one
who was deeply grateful for His saving mercy.
How did she show her love and gratitude 1 In our Lord's
preaching tours we are told that " the twelve were with Him, and
certain women which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities."
Amongst these was "Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went
seven devils." These godly women, we are told, "ministered unto
Him of their substance" (Luke viii. 1-3). Mary Magdalene and
these other women were evidently well-to-do, and they showed
their gratitude to their Lord for His saving mercies by ministering
to Him of their substance. Think of it. Of Him it is written,
" The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and
they that dwell therein." The whole wealth of the world belonged
to Him, yet He condescended to depend on these godly women
for His temporal needs. Have we ever realized that the Lord had
no stipend, and that He depended on His Father to raise up instruments to supply His bodily wants 1 The foxes had holes, and the
birds of the air had nests, but the Son of Man had not where to lay
His head. Before His public ministry, He worked as a carpenter
(Mark vi. 3). But during His public ministry He was sent by His
Father to preach the Gospel to the poor, to heal the broken hearted
and to set at liberty them that were bruised, and He appears to
have devoted His whole time to this work, depending on His
Father to supply His bodily wants. If we have, like these godly
women-Mary Magdalene included-tasted of His grace, we shall
be ready to show our gratitude by using our means to help to support His messengers, and to spread abroad the knowledge of His
truth. Is there not room for a larger use of our substance as an
expression of our love and gratitude to Him Who loved us and
gave Himself for us, and Who hath washed us from our sins in
His Own blood 1 We have recently been greatly impressed by
the fact that George MUller received for his private income from
the years 1831 to the year 1874 over £37,000, and he gave away
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of that sum more than £27,000, in other words he gave away, not
merely a tenth, but about three-fourths of his income (" Autobiography of George Milller," p. 459).
We do not, of course, suggest that we are all to follow his example,
but such liberality as his should surely stimulate many of God's
people to larger liberality for the cause of God and His truth.
Thirdly, in appearing to Mary Magdalene our Lord appeared to
one who was devoted to His service.
Her heart was drawn to Him. She loved to be with Him and
to be near Him. She went with Him on His preaching tours, and
no doubt hung upon the gracious words which proceeded out of His
mouth (Luke viii. 1-3). She followed Him to the cross and thus
went forth to Him without the camp bearing His reproach.
Others forsook Him, but she stood by Him. She was one of the
women who" stood by the cross of Jesus" (John xix. 25). She
followed Him to the tomb. She" beheld where He was laid"
(Mark xv. 47). She came with others very early to the sepulchre,
on the first day of the week, tbat tbey migbt anoint His body
(Mark xvi. 1, 2).
We cannot now behold Him with our natural eyes,' nor can we
literally hear His voice, nor can we enjoy His visible presence.
But if, like Mary Magdalene, we have tasted of His grace, and
realize the greatness of His saving mercy, we shall love to be
conscious of His spiritual presence. It will be our delight to hear
His Voice speaking to us in the written word. We shall not be
ashamed of Him and of His words in a world that rejects Him.
We sball be willing to esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches
tban the treasures in Egypt. To Mary Magdalene the Lord was
" tbe cbiefest among ten thousand" the" altogether lovely" One.
We live in days when Christ and His truth are increasingly
rejected, and there is room for greater devotedness to Him on the
part of His true people. If we really identify ourselves witb Him
we may have to break with fashionable churches and fashionable
society, and cast in our lot with His poor saints who are rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them
that love Him. Those who followed Christ to the cross and to
the tomb had to break with the fashionable leaders of the Jewish
Church, and part company with those who said" Away with Him,
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crucify Him." The out-and-out people of God are a despised
company, but they are the chosen of God, and are destined to shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Lastly, in appearing to Mary Magdalene the Lord appeared to
one who was in distress.
It was a great sorrow to Mary to find the tomb empty. She
thought some unfriendly hands had removed His body. Hence
she ran to Peter and John and said, " They have taken away the
Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid
Him." We cannot help but admire her distress, though we know
that if she had given closer attention to the Lord's teachings, she
would not have been surprised that the tomb was empty. Her
distress was indeed great. She" stood without at the sepulchre
weeping," and when asked by the two angels why she wept she
said, " Because they have taken away my Lord (note the' my'),
and I know not where they have laid Him." Although she supposed her Lord's body was still dead, yet she mourned the absence
of His dead body. It was while she was thus mourning that she
turned herself back, and through her tears she" saw Jesus standing,
and knew not that it was Jesus." Jesus said to her, "Woman,
why weepest thou ~ Whom seekest thou ~ " "Supposing Him
to be the gardener," she said, "Sir, if thou have borne Him hence,
tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away." It
must have been delightful to His heart to see Mary's manifested
love and devotion to her Saviour and Lord. Then He said to her,
in the old familiar Voice, "Mary." That was enough. It was her
Lord Who spake. He Whom she supposed to be dead was alive,
and He stood before her alive from the dead. She at once said,
"Rabboni; which is to say, Master." What inexpressible joy must
then have filled her heart. Is it not beautifully instructive to notice
how the Lord drew near on this occasion to His distressed disciple ~
He knew her sorrow of heart, and her intense distress, and to her He
appeared first, and to her He spake words of tender sympathy.
"Woman," He said, "Why weepest thou ~" And "Whom
seekest thou ~" The Lord's people to-day have their times of
weeping. They may have to weep silently and secretly over the
absence of loved ones who are no longer here to cheer them by their
presence.
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They may have to weep over their sins and shortcomings.
They may have to weep over the sins of others of the Lord's people.
They may have to weep over the evils that show themselves
even amongst the Lord's Own people. "Vhat a power is the world,
the flesh, and the devil, even amongst the saints of God. How
they may have to be ashamed and to blush because sin is cherished
even by God's true people. Well, whatever be the distress of the
child of God, whatever the cause of his weeping, the risen Lord
knows his sorrows. He is a high Priest Who can be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities. He can truly sympathize with all
His weeping people. He knows what sorrow is, He was "a Man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." He knows the names
of His people. He has His" Marys " now who weep, and He draws
near, calls them by name, so to speak, speaks words of sympathy
to their sorrowing hearts, and reveals Himself to them as their
risen, ascended, reigning and omnipotent Saviour. He does not
cast them off because they were once under the power of the devil.
He comes to them, cheers them and makes use of them. "Go to
My brethren," He said to Mary, "and say unto them, I ascend
unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God."
Jeremiah knew something of Mary's experience. He said,
" Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon Thee: Thou
saidst, Fear not" (Lam. iii. 57).
.
Let us remember that our risen Lord is "the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever." He is "nigh unto them that are of a
broken heart; and I;laveth such as be of a contrite spirit" (Ps.
xxxiv. 18). On His bosom, then, let us lean, under the shadow
of His wings let us make our refuge.
THE EDITOR.

"HOLD on! Hold on!" was the strong ringing cry from the old
voyager's lips, as arllid the rolling, and pitching, and tossing of the
storm his lifeboat neared the desired port. "Ay, ay ! " was the sturdy
response. Only from one little voice, away in the storm, came the cry
with the sadness of despair in it, " I can't hold on !" Another instant
and the captain's arm was around the trembling child, and he was safe.
So often the strong Christian says to the little one, weak in faith, " Hold
on to Christ!" But the cry goes up, " I can't! I can't! Hold me !
save me, dear Lord, or I perish!" And our rllighty Captain's strong
loving hand is stretched out to rescue the fainting one.-Selected.
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WELLSPRINGS.
"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all
saints."- EPHESIANS vi. 18.
How truly the saintly Sibbes (1539 A.D.) wrote of Romans viii. 26,
" Thus the Spirit not only stirs up our hearts to pray, but also prepares our hearts unto it. Especially this is necessary for us, when
our thoughts are confused with trouble, grief, and passions, not
knowing what to pray. In this case the Spirit dictates the word of
prayer or else in a confusion of thoughts sums up all in a volley of
sighs and inexpressible groans. Thus it is true, that our hearts can
neither be lifted up to prayer, nor rightly prepared for it in any frame
fitting, but by God's own Spirit."
And you, dear children of God, well know (and constantly have
to mourn, "My Beloved has withdrawn Himself") the awful condition, the miserable unhappiness of your soul as you can neither pray
nor raise a desire to pray either! There is an indescribable feeling
of estrangement between your soul and her God; you do not even
want to come to the mercy-seat, or when there for mere duty's sake,
you are conscious that your lips are chattering empty words and
your heart is far from Him, Who at another time has been the
Beloved of your soul, and you then could not find words to express
how dear He was! If any reader is in this unhappy (but be it spoken
for his comfort) sadly common experience to every child of God,
may our subject, laid upon one's heart at this time, bring comfort,
relief, and a lifting-up of soul to cry out, " Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
in me, and teach Thy servant to pray and rejoice in the blessedness
of the privilege of prayer and encourage my soul to wait." A dear
saint once remarked, "He always leaves this behind Him, 'I will
see you again and your heart shall rejoice.''' And this the writer
felt to her comfort and hope when recently passing through a sorrowful
experience, the Beloved of her soul "withdrawn." Still the Bride
yet found that whilst a very necessary and humbling experience must
be imparted against slothfulness and self-ease, yet He left the token
of His promise to see her again behind Him in His gracious compassion and changeless love.
,
Now, gracious Holy Spirit, give us Thy loving, powerful teaching
on the verse before us, and teach us how to pray and more and more
of the exceeding value of prayer, and if our desires are thus inwrought
of the Holy Ghost, we may be sure that our prayer will enter the
ear of our Heavenly Father and sooner or later return with Divine
blessings.
We turn to the Word and find the precious sacred pages full of the
subject. We look up instances of prayer and see how the saints in
Old and New Testament days found it their living breath and needful
26
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exercise under all circumstances. We read through the Epistles and
find how those giants in the faith exhort unto prayer. "Pray without ceasing," wrote the Apostle Paul to his Thessalonian brethren.
And this was literally observed in those who prayed for Peter's release.
They had prayed all those long and weary weeks which kept the
Lord's dear servant in prison, and they were praying all through
that last night, when hope might have left them as they knew that
"on the morrow" Peter was to have been brought forth by the
tyrant monarch and killed as James had been. But they, moved
by the Holy Spirit, relied upon the God of the promise, sat up all
night to pray, and 10, the subject of their prayers was knocking at
the gate. Oh, yes!
"Praying breath can wonders do,
Bring relief in greatest straits;
Prayer can force a passage through,
Iron bars and brazen gates."

We look at the pages which record that holy blamefess life of the
Son of God, and find it was a life made up of prayer to His heavenly
Father. He spent whole nights in prayer. He taught His disciples
to "watch and pray" (Mark xiii. 33) and Himself was the example
unparalleIIed and incomparable! "Who in the days of His flesh, when
He had offered up prayers and supplications, with strong crying and
tears, unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was
heard in that He feared" (Heb. v. 7, 8; Matt. xxvi. 38-44). He
taught His disciples that "all things whatsoever ye shall ask in
prayer, believing ye shall receive" (Matt. xxi. 22). Oh, could we but
realize it more and enter into the blessed liberty of it, that prayer is
our vital breath; prayer is the very outbreathing of the soul, inwrought of the Holy Spirit; prayer takes hold of God's strength and
enables the soul to wrestle and fight against every enemy without
and within and brings heavenly blessings down. "Prayer is a fetching
grace," said that holy man of God, Rabbi Duncan; "the faith in it
being from heaven, and God's own gift."
Our subject is exhaustless: We find in the Scriptures of Truth
innumerable instances. Sometimes it is as with a king in the Old
Testament, in the din and danger of battle (and he had no right to
have been there) when the Lord in mercy overtook the folly of His
servant and when death was looming near at hand, the now humbled
king did the wisest and only thing he could do-" And Jehoshaphat
cried out and the Lord helped him" (2 Chron. xviii. 31). Thus, while
one could cry out aloud in his felt and urgent necessity, it is equally
and blessedly true that some burdened soul cannot give expression
in words and knows well what the poet describes as:.. Prayer, the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear
The upward glancing of the eye,
When none but God is near."

.
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The prophet describes this attitude of heart when he says, "Lord,
in trouble have they visited Thee, they poured out a prayer when
My chastening was upon them" (Isa. xxvi. 16). The marginal
rendering is "secret speech." They could find no words to express
their trouble, but it was poured out before the Lord in "secret
speech." And our thoughts immediately turn to that dear handmaid
of the Lord whose sorrow was too deep for human ministry, and
Hannah poured out her soul unto her God in her heart. "Hannah,
she spake in her heart," and whilst Eli misjudged it for drunkenness,
her Lord alone knew and heard and answered in His grace and mercy
her" secret speech." The Psalmist expresses this attitude of prayer
when he says, " I stretch forth my hand unto Thee" (Ps. cxliii. 6) ;
as one swimming against the tide, and combating the overwhelmmg
waves and billows, I cast myself upon the omnipotence of Him Who
can in a moment arise and say, " Peace, be still," and bring" a great
calm" unto the troubled soul.
" If My people," spoke the Lord to Solomon, "which are called
by My Name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face,
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land" (2 Chron. vii. 14).
Thus we might and could enlarge, did space permit, but we are
quite sure that our text covers the ground of urgency, necessity,
frequency, and under all circumstances. "Praying always," is the
apostle's admonition, and every believer knows that his or her life
is made up of prayer. "Praying always with all prayer." It is
the breathing out of the soul after God. It is the acknowledgement
that without Him we " can do nothing." It is the gracious exercise
of faith that in the Name of Jesus, the soul casts herself upon Him
Who alone can help. He has undertaken her cause. He is representing her before His Father's face and advocating for one who
cannot speak for his or herself. And here is the gracious and glorious
promise of His own lips, " And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name,
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son" (John
xiv. 13).
Ob, what a gracious and all-compassionate God is ours. How
Divinely and compassionately does He come down to our little and
low places. There is not a child of God who reads these pages but
will bear out the writer's experience in saying that there have been
and are needs in our daily lives, which we could not tell to our nearest
and dearest, and yet we have found an entrance into our heavenly
Father's ear; and that, too, in humble confidence that He will not
turn away our prayer, nor His mercy from us. It is all too wonderful,
too gracious, to describe. Explain it we cannot, but we have the
Holy Scriptures to bear us out, and which will make no exception
to "all things, whatsoever ye ask the Father in My Name." The
Apostle Peter (1 Peter iii. 12) tells us under Divine inspiration, " For
the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open
unto their prayers."
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Nor could we close our meditation for this present, without referring
to the believer's well-worn page of Sacred Truth, where the Apostle
Paul so graciously. reminds us, " For ye have not received the Spirit
of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Fatber. . . . Likewise the Spirit also helpeth
our infirmities; for we know not what to pray for as we ought; but
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us, with groanings (sec1"et
speech again) whicb cannot be uttered" (Rom. viii. 15 and 26).
And if ever you or I have been graciously permitted, beloved reader,
to have known tbat blessed and all too rare experience, wben we have
been compelled of dire necessity to cast ourselves down at the mercyseat and breathe out of the depths of our hearts, " Abha, dear Father,
I am oppressed; undertake for me, appear for me, help me, deliver
me," it, is an unforgettable moment. For He appears, and His child
proves, "Like as a Father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear Him" (Ps. ciii. 13).
And since His own beloved Son poured out His soul unto His
Father "in the days of His flesh," and "offered up prayers and
supplications, with strong cryings and tears unto Him that was able
to saye Him from death and was heard in that He feared," we may
rest assured that He Who knows all the weakness of our frame, the
fears of our hearts, is feeling for us and presenting our suit before
His Father's face. Re sees our tears; tears of godly contrition;
tears for ungrateful behaviour; our feeble faitb, and our oft forgetfulness of " His love in times past," but He knows all this is good
for us. It manifests repentance at length, and it is thus we learn
obedience (although in remote distance from His learning as Son of
man) by the things that we suffer. It is by " these things" we learn
how we are nothing and Cbrist is all, and that:" None but Jesus can do helpless sinners good."
Thus we have in the Scriptures before us the prayers of kings for
their realm and people; of statesmen for their king and country;
and of rich and poor. There is the prayer of urgency, of importunity, of dire Deed in danger, of unexpressed sorrow in the heart.
The prayer may be as long as that of King Solomon's (1 Kings viii.),
or as short as that of the Canaanitish woman, "Lord, help me"
(Matt. xv. 25), but if inspired of the Holy Spirit, it must gain an
entrance to beaven and bring a gracious return from Rim Who sits
upon the throne there.
It is for His children that His Word would find them living a life
of prayer, which is the vital breath of the soul, "praying always"
(Eph. vi. 18), praying" without ceasing" (1 Thess. v. 17), " continuing
instant in prayer" (Rom. xii. 12), "praying everywhere" (1 Tim.
ii. 8), " at evening and at morning and at noon" (Ps. Iv. 17). "three
times a day" (Dan. vi. 10), "continually" (1 ChroD. xvi. 11).
Truly, prayer is never out of season, and there is never a time
(apart from the exercise of praise) when the child of God can live
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without its need and gracious means. And the more this sweet habit
is wrought in us of Him Who is the" Inspirer and Hearer of Prayer,"
the more shall we want to pray, feel our need of it, and rejoice in the
blessed privilege of the mercy-seat, and learn its value, find it the
very breath of our life, and seek the Spirit's aid that we may be found
humble walkers, little talkers, but" praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints."

RELIGION AND MORALS.
From the Free Presbyterian Report on Religion and Morals we print
some extracts as given in the Free Presbyterian Magazine for July.
EPISCOPALIANISM.

" This denomination has not got in Scotland the influential position
which it has across the Border, where it ranges from Evangelicalism
to Modernism and on to High Anglicanism, which is sub-Romanism.
It were well if the Evangelical party were more courageous. They
feel their lack of leadership. It is a matter of comfort that many of
the editorial articles in their organ, The English Ohurchman, make such
savoury reading. Their protest actions are regrettably feeble in many
ways."
THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Also, an editorial ·in a Scottish weekly has the following stricture on
St. Gild Ohurch, Edinburgh: "We have seen a minister of the Church
of Scotland fall on his knees at the steps leading to the holy table before
turning to bestow the blessing on the people. We have seen a minister
, cross' himself as he prefaced his sermon with the name of the Trinity.
Just think of the ministers of the Scottish Church, with their scarlet
trains spread out like a rippling wave of colour, making deep obeisance
to the communion table in the very church where Jenny Geddes threw
the cutty-stool at the priest who dared to say mass at her ' lug.' ! "
PREDESTINATION AND ELECTION.

Dr. Pryde, in Rait & Pryde's Scotland (Benn, 1934), says, "The
modern avoidance of once-favoured topics like predestination, election,
and the need for individual salvation, and the stress laid instead on
the universal aspects of the Atonement and of the whole Christian
ethic, indicate what is little less than a revolution-the vivid realization
of the common heritage of all Christian Churches in place of a doctrinaire insistence on their differences. It is harder to explain the decrease
of the private exercise of religion, the growing infrequency of family
prayers, and even of grace before meals, save by means of a decline in
the religious spirit." Perhaps part of the explanation could be found
in the decline in preaching the " need of individual salvation! "
[Degeneration is evidently manifesting itself everywhere.-ED.
Gospel Magazine.J
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.sermons anll Notes of .sermonf5.
ADMONITION AND COMFORT.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

AT

" Let us not be weary in well doing: for in clue season we shall reap,
if we faint not."-GALATIANS vi. 9.
THIS short passage of God's Word contains lessons of warning for
God's believing people, lessons of admonition; nor this only, but
in~itements to perseverance in pursuing the course of life and testimony
and service which the Lord has been pleased to point out. And as I
get on in a knowledge of the Lord's ways for myself, I can say I see
more clearly His Hand in marking out the paths for His people. It
is given to God's people to realize this truth sometimes rather than at
other times, perhaps. Well, I can only say I can go through deep
waters, very deep, very dark waters to realize this truth even more and
more, to see His giving Hand, and His depriving Hand, His operating,
controlling Sovereign Hand in operation for one's own self as it were.
And we need, dear fellow-believers, seek this blessing for ourselves
individually. Should it not be the desire of our hearts to see God's
Hand as we, I suppose, some of us, have already seen Him in the
sanctuary, for if we want to see the ways of God we must needs enter
the sanctuary of His Presence? God does not teach His people from
afar, but He brings them nigh unto Himself when He wills to whisper
perhaps deeper and more important truths into their hearts. Do not
be afraid when God is drawing nigh to you and drawing you to Himself,
although it may be as I say by paths of difficulty and distress. He
means your good. He has but one purpose in His heart. Having
loved His Own in Christ from the days of eternity He fully purposes
to love them still-always, always. So that whatever His dealings with
us may be either in providence or in grace, we who know through
mercy what salvation in Christ means, we may be perfectly confident
that He is bringing us by the right path. "He led them forth,"
as our motto is for this present year, " He led them forth by the right
way, that they !night go to a city of habitation." And each day of
our pilgrimage, children of God, is a little further contribution in fulfilment of that Scripture. Why should we shrink, why draw back from
felt strokes of His rod, when we remember that love wields that rod,
a Father's heart wields the Hand that holds it? We may be perfectly
assured that the rod is rightly poised for us, to one after this sort, to
another after another sort. The thing is to seek grace that the ear
may be attuned to the same note as the rod speaks. What I need is
that the ear of my soul should be attuned to the voice of God when He
speaks by means of the rod. And I think that when we get that we
shall get perfection, because in that case there must needs be acquiescence of soul resultant upon it. But meanwhile faith, like patience,
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must have her perfect work. Meanwhile when we cannot understand,
cannot comprehend absolutely what note the rod speaks, let us yet
trust the Speaker, let us trust the rod of the Speaker, for He Who
speaks speaks in love, and whenever we get that note, that mysterious
note, we shall find it to spell out the word love, either in this world or
in that which is to come, for" that which I do," said the Lord Jesus,
"thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter." We are
expecting to know even as we are known. What a knowledge will that
be-to know as one is known; to know God as God knows me. This
is the eternity of bliss in reserve for every believer, through grace, in
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Now these things are written in our text for our learning that we
"through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have the
hope "-the definite article is there; not merely that we might have
hope, but have the right hope, " the hope."
" Let us not be weary in well doing." I gather from this admonition,
beloved in Christ,. that there is some danger of God's people getting
weary, weary in well doing even. Have you felt weary in the Lord's
work? Have you never grown weary in obeying His Will? Have
you never grown weary in public worship when you with others professed to be drawing very near to the Throne of His Majesty? Have
you never grown weary when the knee has bowed in the closet at
evening or morning prayer? Have you never grown weary when you
have been professedly reading these Holy Scriptures alone, and closed
the Book a little too soon from sheer weariness and want of immediate
interest in the holy truth that the Lord had laid before your eyes?
We shall coufess, I think, who are God's people, that we very often
grow weary in well doing. We shall confess it feelingly, we shall
confess it penitently, we shall confess it with shame of face, for it is
to our shame and to our coufusion, children of God, that we should for a
moment grow weary in serving the Lord. Consider what He has done
for you. Consider what the Father did when He took His beloved Son
out of His bosom and sent Him into this fallen, accursed world of
ours-the "Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief "-to be
that blessed Surety, as you were singing in one of your hymns
to-night, the Substitute sufficient unto eternal salvation for sinners
otherwise eternally lost. Think of these things. Think, too, of
what Jesus Himself has done for you.
Oh, did you ever take
a quiet half-hour to think upon that? Do, and do it often.
Nothing is so humbling as the thought, "Jesus loved me."
Nothing is so wonderful as the thought, "He gave Himself for me."
The contemplation of these two wonders, dear friends, quickens
adoration, the spirit of worship, in the heart, and draws the affected
soul still more near to the Redeemer's feet. Think, too, of the blessed
Spirit. Oh, think of His grace when He first began to deal with us,
dead in sins. Oh, what a work He undertook! Nothing but the
Almighty power of God's grace could raise sinners who by nature were
dead in sins, and put them in realized union with the risen Christ of

390

The Gospel Magazine

God. Think, too, of His patience, and I often think of how He bears
with me. I think how wonderful His loving compassion is that He
should deal with so slow a learner as am 1. We were at our Bible
Class last Monday evening considering the passage, "Precept upon
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line." Thus
the Lord the Spirit is pleased to deal with tllC hearts, the poor cold
slow hearts, with which He does deal. But He always, as I have often
told you, carries the point; He always in due time infixes the lesson,
indelibly writes it upon the conscience, not merely upon the memory
but on the conscience, so that the very words of the lesson of truth
remain indelibly there. "Who teacheth like Him 1" So I say let
us honour the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost in the wonders of
Their grace, in the greatness of Their goodness. But there is a danger
of our growing weary, hence this admonition, for there is not one
wasted expression in the Bible, there is not one unnecessary admonition
or warning written between the covers of this blessed Book of God.
I say we need the admonition-" Let us not be weary in well doing."
Let us often put up the Psalmist's prayer, " Quicken me, quicken me,
o Lord, according to Thy Word." Keep me vigilant. Our disposition
is to slumber even in Gethsemane, as did Peter, James, and John ;fall
asleep. Three times Jesus came unto these slumbering watchers and
He asked them pointedly the question, " Could ye not watch with Me
one hour 1" And they had nothing to say. What could they say 1
And so, I think, the Lord comes to us many and many a time, children
of God, and puts as it were a similar question to our hearts, " Could ye
not watch with Me one hour 1" Ab, and He might say half-an-hour,
and He might even say five minutes to some of us, "Could ye not
watch with Me five minutes 1 " And then He adds by way of expounding the case, "the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak." There is
this danger of growing weary, of slumbering and sleeping at our posts
when the Lord bids us "Watch and pray"-of falling into a stupor
of soul. Oh, may God awaken us. Perhaps He is awakening some
of us; perhaps He is putting thorns in our nests to stir us up to increased vigilance and prayer. "Let us not be weary in well doing."
But the teaching of the passage goes beyond this weariness in well
doing to soul-fainting. "For in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not." Physical fainting arises from heart failure, and so, spiritually
speaking, it is heart failure that accounts for our spiritual faintness
from time to time.
If our hearts were more graciously vigorous we
should feel less of these symptoms, and see less of them in one another;
but our hearts are so weak. Oh, let us confess these things, children of
God, let us not cover them over and seek to hide them from ourselves
and from one another. Let us recognize them and bless God that He
has recognized them in His holy Word and be thankful to Him that He
has thus admonished us and thus lovingly forewarned us of the possibilities of our condition and conduct. "I,et us not be wearv in well
doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." Were the
husband man to grow weary of sowing his seed in the spring, where
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were bis harvest in the autumn? Tbe principle is exact whether we
try it in the kingdom of nature or in the realm of grace. The harvest,
the increase, is dependent upon vitality in the sower, in the seed he
sows, and his trust in God. "The husbandman hath long patience,"
says James. He sows his seed, he covers it over, he does not expect
barvest yet; he leaves to the God of providence the labours of his
hands in the consciousness that he cannot cause to vegetate a single
grain that has been scattered, that increase and the giving of increase
belong to God. So spiritually Paul may plant and Apollos may water,
the principle remains-only God can give the increase, of which much
has been seen. Oh, for patience in waiting God's time whatever it may
be in which you are occupied, children of God, sowing or service; just
remember, "the husbandman hath long patience." Little children
sometimes sow seeds in their little plots and I have noticed how hurried
they are in their expectations of results, how sometimes they dig up
the seeds to see if they are vegetating. Now may God just keep us
from putting our hand to the work that is properly His. Let us see
to it that the seed we scatter is precious seed. He that now goeth
forth bearing precious seed, weepingly, shall doubtless come again with
joy. But see to it that the seed is" precious seed." See to it that you
get it from the Heavenly Husbandman. See that it comes from the
right garden, from these blessed Scriptures of eternal truth, and then
you need not fear about increase. Sow in faith nothing doubting.
Sow with a liberal hand in the morning, sow thy seed in the evening,
withhold not thine hand, for thou knowest not whether shall prosper,
either the morning's sowing or the evening's sowing, or whether they
both shall not be alike good, the Lord can bless them both. And so
I say to His dear people, See your hand is well filled, see your hearts are
well attuned, and that you begin and continue in a spirit of prayer and
of faith. See to it that the seed you scatter is Divine; remember the
promise is afforded you all the day long-" in due season." The Lord
Jesus taught His disciples in the days of His flesh and more particularly
after His resurrection from the dead that the Father reserves seasons
in His Own Hand. And that statement affects not merely crises in
this dispensation-probably there' was a primary reference to that,
and to the nature of the Kingdom which Christ came from His Father's
bosom to establish among us-but equally is it true in its application
to all the promises God has spoken and on which He has caused His
people to hope. He has reserved the seasons of fulfilment, and they
are in His Own keeping. "In due season," that means "in God's
time." There are many services of love which the Lord's saints render
to one another for theiI Master's sake that never get any pronounced
recognition here on earth, but, I think we shall all be satisfied, children
of God, if through grace we have been of any use at all down here,
when He just gives us one of His Divine approving smiles when we
first meet Him. That will suffice me, just one smile of recognition
as I wake up in His likeness" in due season." But in many cases the
Lord Jesus gives tokens of His approval even here below. I cannot
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help thinking of that dear woman who rendered Him a little service
of love in the days of His humiliation and whose affectionate service
was decried by some of the Lord's disciples. "Let her alone,"
He said. "Let her alone. The thing that this woman hath done
shall be told for a memorial of her throughout the whole world."
And it has been so for eighteen hundred years in the record of His
Word, the matt.er of that simple service of love, because of its exemplary
character. How true He is in keeping His promises. "Wheresoever this Gospel sha.ll be preached in the whole world, there shall
also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her."
As I said, there are some of the services of love which the saints for
Christ's sake render one to another which do not get a recognition
in the truest sense of the expression ever in this world. But the
promise stands, " In due season we shall reap, if we faint not."
May the Lord give us graee to be watchful, and to occupy till He
come.
SERMONETTE.
A GRACIOUS INVITATION AND ITS REASON.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, ~I.A., B.D.
" Return unto Me,. for I have redeemed thee."-IsAIAH xliv. 22.

of the Old Testament prophecies will have a future literal fulfilment, yet bear a present Gospel application. The words of the text
given above are spoken primarily to Israel, as the whole context shows,
yet secondarily, to every sin-burdened soul in this Gospel age. The
invitation is addressed in the first place to the nation Israel, and will be
responded to when" it shall turn to the Lord." (2 Cor. iii. 16). But
it is addressed also to every conscious and contrite sinner.
The beginning of the spiritual life in the soul, the work of the Holy
Spirit, is a painful consciousness of sinfulness-not merely of sinfulness
of life, but of sinfulness of heart also; not merely of what one has
done, but of what one is.
In that wonderful book written by John Bunyan, " The Pilgriql's
Progress," which is not only an English classic, but a Scriptural portrayal of the pilgrimage life of a child of God, " Christian" is depicted
as setting out with a sore burden upon his back, a burden which he
would fain get rid of, but which is not removed until he has a sight of
Christ on the cross. Thus it is with every returning sinner. He
responds to the invitation, "Return unto Me, for I have redeemed
thee."

}\UNY

.. To Thee I come, and Thou blest Lamb,
Shall take me to Thee as I am,
Nothing but sin I Thee can give,
Nothing but love from Thee receive."

This gracious invitation is addr~ssed to every sin-sick soul: "Return
unto Me for I have redeemed thee." Only such will heed such an
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invitation, for as the Lord said: "They that are whole need not a
Physician, but they that are sick." This is true in the natural world.
It is only the sick who really need a Physician, and such will seek his
aid. It is equally true in the spiritual world. Only sin-conscious and
sin-distressed souls feel their need of a Saviour, but such will earnestly
.seek Him, and hear His word.
And this Saviour is the Son of God, the One sent of God-" Our
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity" (Titus ii. 13, 14, R.V.) He invites
sinners to return to Him on the ground of the redemption-the deliverance-wrought for them by His death, for "Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written,
cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. iii. 13). Once
"far-off," returning sinners are" made nigh," as writes the Apostle
Paul to believers: "Ye who aforetime were far off, are.made nigh by
the blood of Christ" (Eph. ii. 13).

" BLESSED ARE YE THAT WEEP NOW."
" THE mule that was under him went away" and Absalom in all his
glory was trapped. His beast (all that for the time being he had to
hope in) failed him and left him exposed to an ignominious death and
buri;J,1. But he had in his life time erected a pillar for himself, as no
son remained to perpetuate his name and his praise, and " unto this
clay" Absalom's place in the king's dale stands before the world to
witness that God brings down those that exalt themselves. Absalom
had coveted the crown that belonged to his father (" We will not
have this man to rule over us ")-and the people were carried away
with his beauty and his charm and his promises, and he st-ole their
inconstant hearts from their own king. But the loftiness of man is to
be brought down: "the mule that is under him" will fail him one
day, and leave him with none to pity him. Pharoah found this out,
and Sennacherib, and the man who built his house on the sand: and
those who will say to Him in that -day: "Lord, Lord have we not in
Thy Name done many wonderful works "-their mule will go away
from under them, and will leave them bereft of everything. It is t,he
poor and needy who possess the kingdom: it was" to this man" that
God looked, to the poor and contrite David as he went barefoot, and
having his head covered, up the Mount of Olives, while neither his
heauty, his strength, nor his friends stood Absalom in any stead in the
day of decision.
In very many ways are we told that they are the richest whose
wealth is laid up for them in heaven, and they are the happiest whose
joys are to come. "Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst
thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things, but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented." "Blessed," the Lord said, "are
the poor in spirit." The more He does for them, the more they increase
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in dependence on Him: the more they receive the emptier they are.
I was thinking of the various phases of their poverty, and turned up
the first verse of Genesis xxvi. "There was a famine in the land,
beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham, and Isaac
went . . . unto Gerar." The only famine mentioned in the days of
Abraham was the one which overtook him aftflr he arrived in eaanan
from Haran: and it seemed as if, no sooner had he set foot in the land
to which God had commanded and directed him, than bread failed.
Hunger waylays the children of God as soon as they-feeling like
strangers--enter that kingdom of God's love and salvation, which they
shall after receive in all its length and breadth-as their own inheritance. Abraham was called, and the friend of God, and famine
was in the inventory of his assignments. We are told that he gave
all that he had unto Isaac, and God entailed the blessing that is sure
to all the seed. Hunger or famine of one kind or another goes with it.
" There was a famine in the days of Isaac": and what would the
history of Jacob be without the famine that was" sore in all the
land" ?
"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for
they shall be filled." We know too well how we hanker after this
and that of earth's possessions, immunities, joys or comforts: but
behind and beneath, and greater and more agressive than all, there is
an unquenchable longing and looking for the love of God, for assurances
or intimations of His forgiving interest, for some word of light, for
some restoring, it may be, of what is past. "Righteousness" is not
to be found among the things that are seen. The favour of God, His
truth, His love, His pity, His mercy-all that the Lord Jesus showed
to us when He dwelt among us, are eternal and unseen.
In a letter that came the other morning, this passage occurred,
" Don't you often really feel a heaviness when you go to bed, and first
thing when you wake? There it is-a want that you know has been
removed from many favoured sinners from time to time, and distinctly
at the end. Yesterday felt empty, but a bit of Ann Dutton's Life was
sweet at night."
" At night "-i.e., in the evening, all famine will be over at the
marriage supper of the Lamb. "They shall eat and be satisfied."
In the wilderness He suffered them to hunger, and fed them with
bread from heaven also, that they might learn from whence their
supply came.
lt is not because He is short or straitened, t,hat His people lack:
no, it is because they are fed according to the integrity of His heart,
with neither too much nor too little of the" comfort of the Holy Ghost."
That was a happy day for the sons of the prophets, when in the
midst of famine they were satisfied, and left thereof, according to the
word of the man of God. Although the servant thought it was no use
setting before a hundred men what was manifestly far too little for
half the number, Elisha repeated his order-" Give the people that
they may eat, for thus saith the Lord, they shall eat and leave thereof."
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It reminds one of the text-" The promise is to you and your children

and to as many as the Lord our God shall call." How many of the
Lord's hungry children have eaten and left thereof ~ They have
recorded some account of Ris great goodness that has kept them on
the edge of things as it were, year after year, sustained by the manna
of the day, in the shape of a little more hope or courage, and they
have bequeathed their praises, that those who come after should be
encouraged in their seeking Rim Who is and Who has the Bread of
life. When Christ fed the five thousand He left baskets corresponding
"to the twelve tribes of Israel. When He fed the seven thousand He
left baskets corresponding to the seven churches in Asia. The apostle
tasted and knew of His plenty: he told his fellow voyagers to eat,
and they ate and were of good cheer, and the rest they threw into the
sea, and presently, hunger and thirst notwithstanding, they all got
safe to land.
FOLLOWER-ON.

IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD ~
WE have recently been reviewing a book, the writer of which objects to
the common habit of real Evangelicals calling the Bible, " the Word of
God." Naturally many who read the volume may wonder if they
are right in so regarding the Bible. Ought they to cease speaking of
the Bible in this way ~ For ourselves we have no hesitation in calling
the Bible by this time-honoured title.
1. In the first place the Reformers spoke of the Bible in this way.
Article XVII says, " Furthermore, we must receive God's promises
in such wise, as they be generally set forth to us in Holy Scripture: and,
in our doings, that Will of God is to be followed, which we have expressly declared unto us in the Word of God."
In Article XIX we have the words" in the which the pure Word of
God is preached."
In Article XX the words " God's Word written" are used to denote
Scripture.
In Articles XXI and XXII" HoLy Scripture" and" Word of God"
are interchangeable terms.
In Article XXIV we have the words" plainly repugnant to the
Word of God" in reference to the Bible.
In Article XXXIV the Bible is referred to as " God's Word" and
" the Word of God." (See also Article XXXVII.)
In the Service for the Ordination of Presbyters the Bishop delivers
a Bible into the hand of the person about to be ordained and says,
" Take thou authority to preach the Word of God."
We do not suggest that the Reformers were infallible, but we do
suggest that we should not condemn their use of the expression " the
Word of God" without being able to demonstrate their error beyond
the shadow of a doubt.
2. Secondly, the Westminster Divines followed the Reforme'rs in speahng
of the Bible as " the Word of God."
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The Westminster Confession says, " Under the name of Holy Scrip
ture, or the Word of God written, are now contained all the Books of the
Old and New Testaments" (Chap. 1. 2). Again," Holy Scripture . . .
is to be received, because it is the Word of God" (Chap. I. 4).
The Large;r Catechism, Question 3, asks" What is the Word of God 1 "
The answer given is " The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the Word of God, the only rule of faith and obedience."
3. Thirdly, The Second Helvetw Confession says, "We believe and
confess, that the Canonical Scriptures of the Holy Prophets and Apostles·
of each Testament are the true Word of God, and that they possess
sufficient authority from themselves alone and not from man. For
God Himself spoke to the fathers, to the prophets, and to the apostles,
and continues to speak to us through the Holy Scriptures."
4. The Belgic Confession says, "We confess that this Word of Gor!
was not sent nor delivered by the will of man, but that the holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, as the Apostle Peter
saith. And that afterwards God, from a special care which He has for
us and our salvation, commanded His servants, the prophets and
apostles, to commit His revealed Word to writing and He Himself wrote
with His Own finger the two tables of the law. Therefore we call such
writings holy and Divine Scriptures." (A. A. Hodge's Outlines of
Theology, pp. 80, 81.)
5. Dr. Charles Hodge says, " The infallibility and Divine Authority
of the Scriptures are due to the fact that they are the Word of God; and
they are the Word of God because they were given by the inspiration of
the Holy Ghost." (Systematic Theology, Vol. I, p. 153.)
The same writer says (p. 152), " Protestants hold, that the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and are therefore infallible, and of
Divine Authority in all things pertaining to faith and practice, and
consequently free from all error whether of doctrine, fact or precept."
The Apostle Paul evidently calls the whole of the Old Testament
"the Oracles of God" (Rom. iii. 2). That is 3·n expression which
indicates that the Old TestaJPent is the Word of the living God.

WHAT CHRIST IS TO HIS PEOPLE.
" So all my burdens may in Him be eased;
The justice I offended He has pleased;
The bliss that I have forfeit He procured;
The curse that I deserved He endured;
The law that I have broken He obeyed;
The debt that I contracted He has paid;
And, though a match unfit for Him I be,
I find Him every way most fit for me."
Ralph Erskine.
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THE ANTI-JEWISH AND THE ANTI-CHRISTIAN
CA..l\1PAIGN IN GERMANY.

The Times, of July 1st, we learn that on Saturday, .June 29th,
" The Berlin regional branch of the National-Socialist Party, of which
Dr. Goebbels, the Propaganda Minister, is the head, held a great
rally." In the course of his speech, Dr. Goebbels attacked the Jews
and the Evangelical pastors.
In reference to the Jews, The Times correspondent reports Dr.
Goebbels as follows: "Certain contrary currents, he declared, were
trying to spread again in Berlin, and bourgeois intellectuals were
reviving the outworn phrase about the Jew being after all a human
being too. 'Yes, he is one, but what sort of a one (asked Dr. Goebbels) ?
To be a human being is in itself nothing. A flea is also an animal,
but that does not make it by any means a pleasant animal. We
do not want the Jew any longer. There is no more room for him
in the German national community. All he has to do is kindly to
accommodate himself to the laws of hospitality and not to go about
as though he were one of our sort.'''
In reference to the pastors, he said: '" We are determined to take
up the big social problems and not close our eyes to them. But for
that we need the unity of the whole people, and we will not allow this
unity to be disturbed by anything or anybody, not even if he calls
upon the name of the good God. . . . At any rate, for my part, if
I were God I should seek out other spokesmen on earth than those
who to-day claim to be His spokesmen. The pastors often conduct
themselves like quarrelsome fishwives. They are never tired of
reminding us that we are positive Christians (a reference to the Nazi
programme). . . . I think we are better Christians than all the pastors
in Germany put together, for we have given bread to the hungry,
drink to the thirsty, and a roof to the homeless. . . . We do not
want them to propagate Christianity. Let them serve it before their
Lord God and see to it that they get their organization in order;
otherwise we shall have to do a little helping.'''
The German enmity against the Jews is further illustrated in the
following paragraph from the correspondent of The Times, in its issue
of July 12th.
Th", Times correspondent, writing from Munich on July 11th, says:
" One phase of the Nazi anti-Jewish campaign is the exclusion of
Jf\wish visitors from German spas and health resorts. An official
statement claims that in Bad Durkheim, in the Palatinate, this policy
has met with almost complete success. A red placard, bearing the
inscription, 'No admittance to Jews,' has been put up over the door
of the Pump Room, and the principal hotels refuse to accommodate
Jewish visitors. As a result of these and other measures it is announced
that Bad Durkheim is rapidly becoming' free from Jews.' "

FROM
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THE MARTYRDOM OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

THE record of the cruel murder of John the Baptist contains mucb
teaching suitable for the present time. His execution was the outcome of faithfulness to God. He was" the prophet of the Highest."
The word of God came to him in the wilderness. "Among them that
are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist."
He was God's messenger sent to prepare the way of " the Messenger
of the Covenant." As such he delivered God's message without fear
or favour. "When He saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
come to bis baptism, he said unto them, 0 generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?" He preached
the need of repentance. He denounced sin, and did not hesitate to
speak of the wrath to come. Even Herod the tetrarch was not spared
by him. That ruler, while his own wife was still living, married
Herodias, the wife of his half-brother Philip, wbile Philip was yet
alive. John reproved Herod for this sin and for all the evils which
Herod had done.
Though he knew he was exposing himself to imprisonment, and
even to death, he faithfully denounced the sins of which Herod and
Herodias were guilty. Accordingly he was deprived of his liberty
and bound in prison, and Herodias, having a grudge against bim,
would have had him put to death there and then, but she could not,
for" Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an
holy." Moreover," he feared the multitude, because they counted
him as a prophet." At last, however, the opportunity came to
Herodias of carrying out her wicked design. Herod in a weak moment
made a rash promise to give to the daughter of Herodias whatsoever
she desired. "And she, being before instructed of her mother, said,
Give me bere John Baptist's head in a charger." The king was sorry,
but for the oath's sake and for fear of those who sat at meat with
him, " he sent, and beheaded John in the prison." Not all faithful
men are beheaded, but all faithful men are called to suffer in one form
or another.
Those who go forth unto Him without the camp must bear His
reproach. The Old Testament witnesses had to suffer for their faithfulness. Moses chose "rather to suffer affliction with the people of
God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt." Daniel
was willing to be flung to the lions rather than obey a decree which
would involve unfaithfulness to God. Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego were willing to be cast into the burning fiery furnace rather
than be guilty of the sin of idolatry. Micaiah was willing to be fed
with bread of affliction and water of affliction rather than fail in
speaking the word of the Lord to the idolatrous Ahab. Our Lord
Himself was brought to the cross because He was" the faithful and
true Witness." Are we following in the footsteps of prophets and
apostles and of the martyrs who sealed their testimony with their
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blood? Is there that identification with Christ, that zeal for God's
cause, that jealousy for God's truth, that separation from the world
and from error, that indifference to consequences which characterized
the men and women of God in the times of old!
A writer in a contemporary, in a timely and able letter, says:
" Does a wish to move with the times, to shrink from the unpopularity
of seeming to be out of date, does the inclination to please men, to
stand well with those in power, to choose the silver slippers rather
than the pilgrim's sandals-does all this influence us as little as such
motives influenced our fathers, who were not ashamed to bear contempt
and reproach, yea and much more, for the Gospel's sake?" These
are solemn and searching questions which ministers of the Gospel
and God's people in general would do well to ponder. Faithful men
seem to be becoming rarer. "The faithful fail from among the
children of men." The many want to be in the crowd, only the few
are willing to be in the minority. How few are influenced by the
injunction, " Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil"! How
few remember that the broad path is peopled by the many and the
narrow path is peopled by the few! The words of our Master are,
" Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life."
If there were a clearer grip of fundamental truth, a keener perception
of the evil character of the times, a greater realization of the apostasy
from God's Word which marks the professing Church, there would
he greater separation from error and sin, and a larger experience of
reproach and suffering for Christ's sake. It is to be feared that many,
even of God's own people, know little of suffering for the truth's sake,
because they go with the times, and are wanting in faithfulness.
John the Baptist" was a burning and a shining light." He is a
noble example to the people of God to-day. He set himself not only
against the sins of the world, but against the sins of the professing
Church. There was no attempt on his part to stand well with prominent
men in the professing Church of his day. It is true" he was a just
man and an holy," and he gave no just occasion for men to speak
evil of him. Yet his testimony was rejected by the chief priests and
elders of the people. He came unto-them in the way of righteousness,
but they believed him not. They said, "He hath a devil." "The
Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves,
being not baptized of him." John's faithfulness brought suffering,
but those who suffer with Christ will also be glorified together with
Him. In his case the earthly dungeon was exchanged for the heavenly
Paradise. Reader, art thou willing to bear the reproach of Christ?
If so, "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven; for so persecuted they the prophets which were before
you."
"WE must lose things to know the value of them. It is a dry well
which makes people know the value of water."-William Tiptaft.
27
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AN OPENING HYMN.
Tune: AscALON.

6.6.8.6.6.8.

From Golden Bells Hymn Book.

How glad we are to be,
Where gather two or three,
To meet in our Emmanuel's Name.
There to recall His grace,
And from the past to trace,
The things redounding to His fame.
Then do we hear His Word,
And cry unto our God,
For blessings from His boundless store.
Then do we sing His praise,
And hearts and voices raise,
To Him Who lives for evermore.
We think upon the blood,
By which, redeemed to God,
Are all the people of His choice.
We praise His qu1ckening power,
Which at the appointed hour,
Makes helpless sinners to rejoice.
Filled are our hearts with joy,
As we the time employ,
In thinking of our Lord's return.
This stimulates our walk,
And stirs to holy talk,
And makes our hearts within to burn

o

how the saints delight,
To worship in His sight,
Who loved them ere the world was made.
They glory in His grace,
And -long to see His Face,
And dwell where joy shall never fade. (T. Houghton.)

The Gospel Magazine

401

TOUCHING THE BORDER.
EXODUS xix. 12; LUKE viii. 44.
UNDER the law the sinner is kept at a distance: under grace he is
invited and enabled to draw near. The law blots out the sinner;
the Gospel blots out his sin. Tbe letter killeth: the Spirit giveth
life. Where sin abounded (Exod. xxxii. 28) " there fell of the people
that day about three thousand men." Where grace abounded (Acts ii.
41) "the same day there were added about three thousand souls." The
law was given by Moses; but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
When God came down from heaven to give His holy law upon Sinai
the most stringent restrictions were ordered to prevent approach to
the mount. "And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about,
saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount,
or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely
put to death. There shall not a hand touch it, but he shall surely be
stoned, or shot through." Here we have the word touch mentioned
three times, as if to emphasize the restriction; reminding us of the
first time this word is used (Gen. iii. 3): "neither shall ye touch it,
lest ye die." Contact with law is certain death to every lawbreaker.
But when Jesus came down from heaven He brought life and healing
with Him. Thus we read of a poor woman who" said within herself,
if I may but touch His garment, I shall be whole" (thus Matthew) ;
but Luke says that she" came behind Him, and touched the border of
His garment." Then Jesus said, "Somebody hath touched Me, for
I perceive that virtue is gone out of Me." Many persons present
thronged and pressed Him, but she was the only one who really touched
Him from a sense of need. Moreover, in coming, "she came behind
Him," but when healed she" fell down before Him," and boldly declared
before all the people why she had come and how she was healed.
Poor trembling sinner, if touching Sinai is instant death, touching
Jesus is instant life! You need not be afraid of drawing near to Jesus
to touch Him. When down here He touched many with a touch of
almighty power, and many touched Him with the finger of faith: the
effect was the same in every case. -It is contact with Jesus that brings
the blessing sought. No poor creature that came to Jesus ever went
home feeling a little better. No! "as many as touched Him were
made perfectly whole." His touch still conveys perfect restoration
in the very worst cases, as in the days of old, and the very worst cases
that touch Him are instantly healed.
My fellow-sinner, although you are forbidden to touch the border of
the law that condemns you, you are abundantly welcome to draw near
to touch the border of the grace and pardoning love of Jesus !
Wimbledon Park.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
" As children, we may ask for understanding of our Father's will;
but it belongs not to us to t1:rink for Him."-R. Chapman.
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TRUTHFULNESS AND ANGER.

" Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath."
EPHESIANS iv. 26.

"IT is worthy of notice that in the psalm (Ps. iv. 4-" stand in awe,
and sin not ") the words follow a warning against falsehood (verse 2), and
a reference to the godliness (verse 3), of which Paul had just spoken
(Eph. iv. 24). The connection in Paul's mind may have been that
truthfulness may often require the frank expression of disapproval
and indignation, which if unrestrained is a copious source of sin. In
worldly society, smooth relations are often kept up by conventional
forms of falsehood, which are inconsistent with Christian truthfulness.
In the absence of these among those who, as Christians, are members
one of another, concord must be maintained by deeper principles.
"The imperative is not merely permissive or hypothetical, as if it
meant" you may be angry," or" if you are angry" ; rather it indicates
that anger may sometimes be a duty. Anger at what is wrong, at
men who are false, ungodly, cruel, is God-like; for His wrath comes
on the children of disobedience; and Christ-like, for He looked upon
hard-hearted hypocrites with anger (Mark iii. 5); and a character
incapable of such feeling would not be the Christian ideal. So the
apostle says, " Be ye angry." As you speak truth, and put away all
the pleasant fashions, in which men call evil good and put sweet for
bitter, you will and should feel and express righteous indignation at
sin. But let your anger be sinless in its nature, and short in its duration.
It will be without sin, if, like the anger of God and of Christ, it is
always joined with love and pity. . . . That your wrath may also be
short, let fading sunlight admonish you. If you have had just occasion
during the day for an outburst of anger, that is the meaning of " wrath"
in the end of the verse, let not the sun set while it is still hot in you.
If you would, like the Psalmist, lie down in peace and sleep (Ps. iv. 8),
see that you do it, as much as in you lies, at peace with all men."(Professor James S. Candlish, D.D. on Ephesians iv. 26, 27).
The Lord's people should beware of following the example of the
world in which, as Professor Candlish says, "Smooth relations are
often kept up by conventional forms of falsehood, which are inconsistent with Christian truthfulness." For example, we need to beware
of declining invitations on false grounds, by making false excuses.
We need to beware of praise which is unreal and hypocritical. Let
love be without hypocrisy. The Christian man should above all be
a man of truth, a man who is real and sincere. He is to put away
lying, and speak every man truth with his neighbour, and about his
neighbour. Without failing in courtesy, he should be truthful.
THE EDITOR.

" SHOW me a man's books and show me a man's companions, and
I will tell you what sort of a man he is. '-William Tiptaft.
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A LETTER OF REV. W. ROMAINE.
I HAVE a long letter from H. full of complaints. I know one, whose very
soul is delighted with hearing such complaints: for they are the
breathings of His Own Spirit in the heart of His redeemed, and therefore sent, that Christ may be more necessary, and more precious: but
indeed, my friend, you legalize them, and make those things distressing
which were only intended to be humbling. The cause of every possible
complaint is in you, whether you feel it or not. You have an abyss
of corruption: so have I, and perhaps felt it deeper, than ever you
have, or will feel it. But I have a Teacher, who makes this whole body
of sin profitable, and to the increase of my faith, and to the magnifying
the grace of my almighty Saviour: my daily lesson is to carry my
burden to Him, and He carries both me and it: and while we thus go
on lovingly together, He often lets me look into the hell within, but He
keeps my conscience sprinkled with his atoning blood, and even then
I do feel its sovereign virtue to cleanse me from all my sins, if they were
ten million times more and greater than they are. Thus believing,
yet groaning, under my dreadful load, I hear the Father's testimony,
and I honour it: "Thy sins and iniquities will I remember no
more."
You met an old Saint at Sandwell; and you wished to be in his case.
I do not. I suppose you mean F. C. I know him well. I dare not
unchristian him. But I thank my God for His leading, I think in a
more Gospel way, and I am sure a safer. Carrying about me a body
of sin and death, I groan under it being burdened; it is my continual
plague night and day; it makes me loathe myself, and repent in dust
and ashes. Hereby I am kept sensible of my wants, my unworthiness,
my helplessness, my vileness: and through grace these things are made
useful to bind me closer to my Beloved. They render Him absolutely
necessary to my desperate case, and preach that self-abhorrence which
makes Christ very precious. This should be the happy improvement
of all the bitter things you write against yourself: in my judgment and
experience they make for you. Under the law, they speak guilt and
misery. Under the Gospel, they magnify the grace and salvation of
our God. I observe also, that you attend too much, by far, to what
others (perhaps professors) say of you: and it brings distress upon you,
and hurts your spirits. But they are not your judges; neither are
they competent. Thus I read-brethren, let every man, wherein he is
called, therein abide with God. God can be with you. God can help
you to glorify Him by your abiding in your calling. He has promised
it. In a cottage in Wales you would be out of your place and duty.
You would carry yourself there. Retirement in will worship would
make you feel more the plague of your own heart, and your cottage
would be a very hell upon earth. Because you had left the station,
wherein God, and His help, and His comforts, were to be found. Indeed, Sir R. you have no justifiable ground of distress, either from God,
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or man. You know the truth of what I say, but still the effect remains.
Your heart is not perfectly settled in the Gospel rest. He that settled
me, He alone can settle you. There comes in another part of Christian
friendship, which I do exercise and am diligent in. The prayer of
faith availeth much-to keep you, as you are, still full of complaints,
but improving them in a free spirit to the glory of the Saviour; a
child of Adam, deserving hell; a believer in Jesus, an heir of heaven.
May He keep you by His mighty power till He bring you safe to His
promised heaven. Thanks for your many favours, and the love that
sends them. Our real love to your sister, brother B. and to the household of faith. MJs. R. joins.
W. ROMAINE.

POPULARITY.
" How little dependence is to be placed on what is called' Popularity.'
If ever there was one who was a popular minister for a season, John the
Baptist was that man. Yet of all the crowds who came to his baptism,
and heard his preaching, how few, it may be feared, were converted!
Some, we may hope, like Andrew, were guided by John to Christ.
But the vast majority, in all probability, died in their sins. Let us
remember this whenever we see a crowded church. A great congregation no doubt is a pleasing sight. But the thought should often
come across our minds, ' How many of these people will reach heaven
at last?' It is not enough to hear and admire popular preachers.
It is no proof of our conversion that we always worship in a place
where there is a crowd. Let us take ·care that we hear the voice of
Christ Himself, and follow Him" (BISHOP J. C. RYLE's Expository
Thoughts on St. Mark, pp. 4, 5).

.
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TESTIMONY FROM EASTBOURNE.
A kind correspondent signing herself " A Strict Baptist," says, "I
have felt for some time that it would cheer you to know how The Gospel
Magazine is enjoyed. The June issue was specially helpful. I so
enjoyed it that I felt I wanted others to read it too. We always take
three copies, but I was constrained to send for -four more copies. I
wish I could always afford to do the same. . . .
" I am very pleased with The Golden Treasure. I have had five copies
and hope to send for another copy soon. I make it a point to give it
as a present where I can. I sent one to my nephew abroad as part of
his wedding present. . .. I was very pleased and surprised on
arriving here to find an old Gospel Magazine, dated 1875, and Retracings
and Renewings, by Dr. Doudney. How I have enjoyed them. 0
for grace to be kept looking to Jesus only."
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)l)oung jfoIns' lPage.
SOWING THE SEED.

THE other day as I was passing by an old coal-mine, I noticed that the
slopes of the deep pit beside it were covered with clumps of tawny
yellow flowers: I was not near enough to see whether they were goatsbeard or hawkweed, but they were of that type, and they lit up the
waste place radiantly. Some of the clumps were already in fruit, and
in the road the feathery fruits like thistledown floated across in front
of me, carried further and further by the gentle breeze.
You must have seen the same sort of thing many times, and you
probably know the purpose of this feathery thing-or pappus, as the
botanist would call it; it is the means by which the seed of the plant
is scattered. There is not room enough for the seedlings to grow
beside the parent plants, so each single-seeded fruit is provided with a
feathery hair, and the fruits from each flower-head are thus borne far
away b'y the wind. Many of the plants of the daisy family have hairy
fruits or seeds. Everybody knows the dandelion clock, and you have
perhaps helped in the seed-dispersal by blowing it to tell the time!
There are many different arrangements for scattering seeds; some
plants, like the ash and lime, have winged fruits; some fruits are
studded with hooks or tentacles which catch in the coat of animals
passing by-or even in your coat. Anybody going for a walk through
the woods in September is likely enough to find the burrs of cleavers
or burdock clinging to him. Birds do a great deal towards scattering
seeds by carrying off berries and soft fruits; eating the juicy part,
they leave the hard seeds. In other cases seeds are carried by water;
this is so in the water-lily, and in the coco-nut, whose seed may even
be carried by the sea from one little island to another. It is altogether
a most fascinating subject, and when we remember that in each plant
the arrangements for the scattering of the seed have been planned by
the mind of God, we are ready to say with the Psalmist, " 0 Lord,
how manifold are Thy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them all :
the earth is full of Thy riches."
And if the Lord has taken such care to arrange for the scattering
of the seeds of the wayside flowers, we shall not be surprised to see the
many ways in which He sows the heavenly seed, which is the Word of
God. I have recently been reading a book (The Bible in Spain, by
George Borrow) which tells of the efforts of George Borrow to circulate
the Scriptures amongst the Roman Catholics of Spain. This traveller
set up shops in the more important towns for the sale of Bibles and New
Testaments, and when he was driven from these by the persecution of
the Government, he rode out into the villages, selling copies wherever
he went, and making use of the most unlikely agents. "One of my
most zealous agents in the propagation of the Bible (he says) was an
ecclesiastic. He never walked out without carrying one beneath his
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gown, which he offered to -the first person he met whom he thought
likely to purchase. Another excellent assistant was an elderly gentleman of Navarre, enormously rich, who was continually purchasing
copies on his own account, which he sent into his native province for
distribution." "Another helper in the circulation of the Gospel I found
in an aged professor of music. . .. This venerable individual . . .
brought me the price of six Testaments and a Gypsy Gospel, which he
had sold under the heat of an Andalusian sun."
Perhaps we can help to sow the seed: by our sympathy with the
efforts of missionaries at home and in foreign countries, by helping to
support the Societies which circulate the Scriptures, by learning the
Bible for ourselves so that we can quote a verse to suit a needy soul.
But scattering the good seed will be of little avail to ourselves unless
that same seed has found a lodgment in our own hearts. Is it growing
in yours ~ How often you have heard the Word of God! Have you
heard without understanding, so that Satan has taken away the good
seed before it has sunk in ~ Have you allowed persecution to destroy
it, or the cares and pleasures of this life to choke it ~ May the Holy
Spirit so break up the soil of our hearts that we may be ready to receive
and understand the Word, and bring forth fruit with patience.
DAMARIS.

NO FINALITY IN SCIENCE.
IN a letter to The Times, of July 17th, last, the Bishop of Gloucester
speaks of the changing character of scientific teaching. He says:" But Professor MacBride is no doubt thinking of scientific teaching.
Again I find considerable difficulty, for here, also, I can find no fixity
or finality; a great deal of the science I was taught fifty years ago
seems quite out of date. The' present knowledge of the universe'
as taught, for example, by our leading physicists is quite different
from the view of the universe taught by the Victorian men of science,
and I feel pretty confident that twenty years hence the view of the
universe put forward will be -different again. Science in fact seems
to me to be in a continued flux. Its professors are sometimes quite
dogmatic. They are quite certain that their predecessors were wrong.
What reason have I for thinking that their successors will think
differently about them ~
" Under all these circumstances I wonder very much whether there
is any need or reason for a 'compromise' or modus vivendi, or for
adopting what are called modernist views. I cannot find any proved
results of scientific teaching which conflict with the Christian faith
as it is taught, for example, in the Nicene Creed."
(Yet we are asked to reject Biblical teaching because it does not
harmonize with a form of scientific teaching which is held to-day,
and rejected to-morrow. To us, "The Word of our God shall stand
for ever."-Editor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
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Q!ottff3ponbence.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-Knowing that He loves His own and will love tkem
to the end this Mission looks to Him afresh to give a continued blessing
on the magazines scattered among the soldiers, sailors, and airmen of
the British forces. Pray, friends, for us. Without prayer we can do
nothing, but with prayer what blessing may not come down on these
books. Satan's agents are active, shall not we be so? A Missionary
to sailors writes, " Thank you so much for another splendid parcel of
books and tracts for distribution among the sailors. They are always
so very useful. I shall always be so glad to receive more literature of
this kind as we never get too much. Should be extremely grateful
if I can have some more. I am sure you are doing a good work.
Grateful thanks for all your interest and help." Another letter is from
a worker among seamen. "Very many thanks indeed for the parcel
of Gospel literature so kindly sent by you which I shall find very
useful." A missionary to the Navy writes, " Thank you much for the
parcle of Scriptures. It is very good of you, and I thank you for your
kind thoughts and good wishes. Sorry to hear that your illness continues. Mrs. - - - joins with me in wishing you and Mrs. Brider the
hest and we commend you to the care of our loving Father." From
the Navy: "Thanks for parcel of literature, the distribution of which
I trust will bear fruit for the Master. I gave it away yesterday on
submarines and battleships, and it was much appreciated. The men
take to me kindly." My personal friends will hear with sorrow that
my speech is now affected, and shall value their prayers. The financial
year of the Book-Mission will close at the end of September, and fresh
help will be valued.
Yours to serve by His Grace,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street,
Totterdown, Bristol, 4,
August, 1935.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
" A Pilgrim" (per Miss L. Ormiston) 0 10 0
Houghton, Dr. L. M.
1 10 0
Madeley, Miss M. J.
0 2 6
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GRATUITOUS JUSTIFICATION.
"THE doctrine of gratuitous justification, based solely upon the
vicarious righteousness of Christ, imputed to men and received by
faith alone, was the great truth which the Reformers were honoured
by God to bring out from the obscurity and error in which it had
been involved in the Church of Rome-which they established from
the Word of God, and proclaimed openly to the world-and by
which mainly God gave them victory over the Church of Rome and
the prince of darkness. This was what Luther called the article of
a standing or a falling Church; and the history of the Church, both
before and since his time, has fully justified the propriety of the
description. There has, perhaps, been no department of Divine
truth against which the assaults of Satan have been more assiduously
directed ever since the origin of the Christian Church than the Scripture
doctrine of justification; and there has probably been no doctrine,
the profession and preaching of which have more generally indicated
with correctness the state of vital religion in the Church in all ages.
Scriptural views upon this subject, and the general prevalence of
true practical godliness, have acted and reacted upon each other with
palpable and invariable efficacy;-God, wherever He was pleased to
pour out His Spirit abundantly, promoting both, each by means of
the other; and Satan constantly labouring, more openly or more
insidiously, to corrupt the Scriptural doctrine of free justification, on
the ground of Christ's righteousness imputed to men and received
by faith alone, as the surest means of effecting his great object of
ruining men's souls, liy leading them to reject the counsel of God
against themselves, and to put away from them eternal life."(Cunningham's " HiswT'ical Theology," vol. 11, p. 79.)
The testimony of Principal Cunningham given in the above quotation, is one which the Christian Church of to-day would do well to
lay to heart. We very much-fear that little is heard nowadays either
in the Church of England or in Nonconformist pulpits of the doctrine
of justification on the ground of Christ's righteousness being imputed
to those who have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, it is to
be feared that large numbers of men wbo are regarded as Evangelical
do not really grasp the doctrine of imputed righteousness. They
have probably never gone carefully into it. Such a great passage as
Romans v. 12-21, and especially the nineteenth verse, has never been
carefully and prayerfully studied. Yet the great theme of the Epistle
to the Romans is " The righteousness of God which is by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe."
There is a sad lack of fulness and depth in much of the preaching
of the present day, and under the head of what is called" the simple
Gospel" there has grown up the use of expressions which have no
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Scriptural foundation, and many erroneous ways of preaching the full
Gospel of the grace of God. Much of the so-called Evangelistic
preaching of the present day is lacking in a clear and Scriptural setting
forth of the doctrine of justification. We fear that many who are
called Evangelists would find it difficult to define the Scriptural
teaching on the great subject of justification.
If seems to be thought that if a young undergraduate has just
been converted he is forthwith qualified to preach the Gospel, although
he may be really very ignorant of his Bible. The words of the apostle,
" Not a novice" (1 Tim. iii. 6), need to be remembered in this connection. Before the apostles began their great work the Lord opened
their understandings that they might understand the Scriptures.
The Eleventh Article of the Church of England is entitled,
OF THE JUSTIFICATION

0]'

MAN.

It is as follows: "We are accounted righteous before God, only
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not
for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that we are justified
by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort,
as more largely is expressed in the Homily of Justification."
The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter xi., deals with this
great subject of justification. It says:1. "Those whom God effectually calleth He also freely justifieth ;
not by infusing righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins,
and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous: not for
anything wrought in them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake
alone: not by imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or any other
evangelical obedience, to them as their righteousness; but by imputing
the obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they receiving
and resting on Him and His righteousness by faith: which faith
they have not of themselves; it is the gift of God.
2. "Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and His righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification; yet it is not alone in
the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other saving
graces, and is no dead faith, but- worketh by love.
3. "Christ, by His obedience and death, did fully discharge the
debt of all those that are thus justified and did make a proper, real,
and full satisfaction to His Father's justice in their behalf. Yet,
inasmuch as He was given by the Father for them, and His obedience
and satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for anything in them, their justification is only of free grace; that both the
exact justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification
of sinners.
4. "God did, from all eternity, decree to justify all the elect; and
Christ did, in the fulness of time die for their sins, and rise again for
their justification: nevertheless they are not justified until the Holy
Spirit doth in due time actually apply Christ unto them.
5. "God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified:
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and although they can never fall from the state of justification, yet
they may by their sins fall under God's Fatherly displeasure, and not
have the light of His countenance restored unto them, until they
humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, and renew their
faith and repentance.
6. "The justification of believers under the Old Testament was,
in all these respects, one and the same with the justification of
believers under the New Testament."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee heartily appreciate the assistance given by Churches
which have taken collections on behalf of the Society's funds and
would be glad if others could do likewise, especially those Churches
whose members are receiving benefit. The Committee are also grateful
to the many friends, old and young, who have had collecting cards or
boxes by which the funds have benefited.
The current Quarterly Record contains a photo of a valued helper of
many years, Mr. Blinkham of Eastbourne, and other items of interest.
There are now 1060 pensioners receiving amounts regularly and
who are most grateful for the provision, in which they see the hand of
the Lord. Thus one aged friend writes, "I desire to thank you all
in your labours as the instruments in the hand of God in helping to
supply my needs. I feel this to be one more proof of God's love to
me, so utterly unworthy." A meeting in the interest of the Society
will be held, D.V., in the Schoolroom of St. Luke's Church, Leamington,
in the afternoon of Sept. 25th.
The 10lst anniversary of our Camberwell Home will, D.V., be
held on Thursday, Oct. 3rd, when the Committee will be glad to meet
many friends.

BIBLE STUDIES. By Albert Ervine (Belfast). Pp. 93. Price 2/-.
(Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street,
London, E.C.4.)
These Bible Studies consist of the answer which the author gives to
the questions" What is the Word of God? " and" Who is the Christ? "
The writer objects to the Bible being called" The Word of God." He
says the Bible is" a book which conveys the Word of God to us, and it
has pleased Him that it should reach us in the form in which we have
it. . .. It has been brought into existence through Divine Inspiration, and been preserved to us through Divine providence, and we
accept it as from God" (pp. 5, 6). The Author criticises a writer in the
Bible League Quarterly for speaking of the Bible as "The Word of
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God" (p. 13). Mr. Ervine says the teaching of the Bible is "the
Word of God," and" the Bible contains the Word of God," but he
refrains from using this expression to describe the Bible.
The arguments with which he supports this position may seem
plausible to many, but they are not convincing to us. In fact we are
inclined to think that they are calculated to unsettle the minds of
some.
The Reformers and the Westminster Divines had no hesitation in
calling the Bible" the Word of God," and we think they were right in
doing so.
Dr. Charles Hodge says, "the infallibility and Divine Authority of
the Scriptures are due to the fact that they are the Word of God; and
they are the Word of God because they were given by the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost."
It is not easy to understand what Mr. Ervine means when he says,
"This statement may shock you, I pray it will not stumble you.
Listen! It was not one of three Gods Who became flesh, nor yet one
third part of one God Who became flesh and dwelt among us, but God
-the one and only God-came in the flesh. God our Saviour" (p. 59).
No Evangelical believes in three Gods, but he believes in three Persons
in the Godhead, and the Person Who became flesh was not the Father,
nor the Holy Ghost; but the Son. It was "the SOil, which is the
Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very
and eternal God, and of one Substance with the Father," Who " took
man's nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, of her substance."
(Article Il) We believe in " the Incarnation of Our Lord Jesus Ohrist."
On page 71 the author says, " Our blessed Redeemer is Divine, that
is to say, truly God . . . He became Incarnate, that is to say, He
became flesh, truly man." Here he is on right ground.
But on pp. 74, 75, the author says, "We often hear the terms' God
the Father,' , God the Son,' and' God the Holy Ghost.' These terms
seem to be used by way of contra-distinction, and are often understood
to indicate three distinct Divine Beings united in some mysterious way
so as not to be three but after all only One. These forms belong to
theology and are very ancient, and are intended reverently to set forth
the mysterious being of God, but in these studies we shall not use them,
simply because we do not find these formulre in Scripture. 'To us
there is but One God.' "
Here again we suggest that some minds may be unsettled by a
statement of this character. If Scripture teaches that" the Father is
God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God," surely it is right to
speak of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, while
at the same time we declare, " yet they are not three Gods, but one
God."
We refrain from further criticisms.
The book is commended by the Archbishop of Armagh and by an
Ex-Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. Nevertheless
we regret to differ from much that is contained in it.
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PEACE AND TRUTH. The Organ of the Sovereign Grace Union. Price
3d. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, London, E.C.4).
This issue of " Peace and Truth" contains a full report of the twentyfirst Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union, held at Grove
Chapel, Camberwell, London, from April 29th to May 3rd last. The
general subject was the great doctrine of Justification. Important and
helpful papers on this great subject in its various aspects are printed.
The writers include the Rev. Pro£. Donald Maclean of Free Church
College, Edinburgh; Lt.-Col. W. Rounsfell Brown, B.L., Treasurer,
Free Church of Scotland; Principal James Willoughby; Rev. Dr.
Unmack; Mr. A. W. Light, and the Revs. L Atherton, S. Leigh Hunt;
and Pastors J. Turner, S. Champion and Sydney W. White. The whole
report is very valuable.
THE VATICAN AND THE BRITISH MONARCHY. Pp. 24. Price 2id.,
post free. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street. London,
KCA.)
The object of this pamphlet is to show that the Popes claim now, as
in the past, dominion over kings and rulers in things temporal and in
things spiritual.
Valuable facts of history are given in proof, from the time of King
Offa (756) to our own King George (1935).

PRELATES, PARLIAMENT AND THE PEOPLE. By the Rev. K G. Bowring,
M.A. Pp. 12. Price Id. (Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C.2.)
The Rev. K G. Bowring is the Hon. Secretary of the Church Association. He read this pamphlet as a paper at its Spring Conference at
St. Helens. It is very ably written and full of important facts, He
emphasizes the fact that the Bishops have no legal power to authorize
services not found in the Book of Common Prayer. They have no
authority therefore to permit the use of the new Prayer Book which
was twice rejected by Parliament.

WHAT IS LIFE 1 By W. J. Still. Pp. 239. Price 3/6. (Thynne & Co.
Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, KC. 4.)
Although the title of this book is " What is Life? " the author does
not pretend to answer his own question. His object, as stated in the
Foreword, " is to collect in one volume the main basic facts about life
which scientific research, human progress, and religion have made
available to us."
"No doubt," he says, "life in itself will yet remain a mystery" (p. 7).
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In the chapters which follow he treats of "Man-made Religions,"
Evolution, Spiritism, Eastern Beliefs and Christianity. He quotes
Sir James Jeans as saying, "Everything points with overwhelming
force to a definite event or series of events of creation at some time or
times not infinitely remote" (p. 40).
In the Chapters on Spiritism, the author fails to point out that
Spiritism is condemned by Scripture, and he thinks that communication
with spirits may be opened "for some important and impersonal
reason" (p. 53). '
The writer's interpretation of "Let us make man in Our image"
seems to us to be far-fetched and unsound. He says, " It seems to me
there was a double meaning; one which related to the making of
Adam-an immediate act-and one which related to the development
of man into a far more complete likeness to his Creator, a development
requiring many thousands of years for its accomplishment. . . .
There are two striking things about this message. It is written in the
future tense, and God seems to be addressing other beings.
The
picture I see is God calling together those who were prepared to help
Him, and saying as a Great Commander would, ' Let us make man in
our image and after our likeness.' THIS CALL OF GOD COMES TO ALL
HIS SERVANTS. It echoes down the ages and reaches us, for we too
are privileged to help. . .. Note the words' in our image and after
our likeness'; they have a remarkable significance, for they appear to
have been spoken by God to superhuman beings approaching Him in
character and in power. Such words must mean that man was to
become in the course of time a far superior being to Adam, who did not
even know good from evil" (pp. 77, 78). To us this, to say the least,
is very strange teaching.
There is much in the Chapter on " The Great Undertaking" which
we regret we cannot endorse.
In the Chapter on " A Look Back" the author apparently believes
in the existence of human beings more than a million years before
Adam. He says" The abilities of prehistoric man were far lower than
ours." It would seem that the author of this volume believes that
prehistoric man was created thousands of years before Adam-" The
prehistoric animal was suddenly replaced by a new creature like
ourselves." In reference to Genesis ii. 7, he says, " My view is that
these words tell us of the time when man first became' a living soul' ;
the man-like forms of the prehistoric era were not made in the image of
God. The new being was man-like in form, but God ' breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life,' and he became God-like--not in body,
but in soul."
The Divinely inspired record of Genesis i. and ii. has, in our view, no
teaching like this. "In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth." "In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh day " (Exod. xx. 11). We adhere
to the literal word of God spoken from Mount Sinai.
Sir William Dawson was a great geologist and he said, "I know
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nothing about the origin of man, except what I am told in the Scripture
-that God created him. I do not know anything more than that,
and I do not know of anybody who does." (Quoted by Prof. George
McCready Price in The New Geology (pp. 693, 706).
The inspired apostle says, "The FIRST man Adam was made a
living soul" (1 Cor. xv. 45). He knew nothing of men before" the
first man."
In conclusion, we prefer the view that the Flood in Noah's time was
sufficient to account for the geological changes, and that all the teaching
of the universe being untold millions of years old is mere theory and
unwarranted by Scripture. (See The New Geology, pp. 679-692.)

We have received This is the Victory, a Story by Janie Langford,
32 pp. Price 3d., by post 4d., from Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, KC., 4.

A HISTORY OF KIDSGROVE. By Rev. F. G. Llewellin, B.D., D.Lit.
Pp. 206. Price 5s.; postage 6d. (To be had direct from the
Author, Kidsgrove Vicarage, Stoke-on-Trent.)
This volume has a foreword by the Rev. Dr. A. C. Downer. Although
entitled" A History of Kidgrove," of which parish the author is Vicar,
the book covers a much wider range. The titles of its Chapters will
show this. There are Chapters on " Life in Britain during the Roman
occupation," " The Coming of the Saxons and the Rise of the Kingdom
of Mercia," "Tamworth Castle, and the later Saxon Kings," "Life
among the Anglo-Saxons," "The Incursions of the Danes and the
founding of Staffordshire," "Staffordshire in Norman and Early
English Times," " The Industrial Revolution and how it transformed
North Staffordshire," and finally " Kidsgrove Church: its Founder,
Clergy, and People."
Kidsgrove itself is a small mining town whose population is now about
5,000. The Church dates from 1837. It has had seven vicars, all of
whose photographs are given. The author writes in detail of the
Church: its chancel, windows, reredos, pulpit, monuments and bells.
Incidentally he tells us that the Black Gown was in use until the year
1884, " when it was put aside in favour of the surplice. However, on
four occasions between 1922 and 1932 the present vicar, when delivering
some ' Sermon-lectures,' used the historic gown and bands" (p. 182).
About the year 1900, a surpliced choir, which had formerly occupied
the gallery, was seated at the east end of the Church. "It was one of
those changes," says our author, " which was made everywhere at that
time" (p. 186).
Dr. Llewellin became Vicar in 1921.
The book is in good type and is profusely illustrated. Any profits
on its sale will go to the Church Centenary Fund.

