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THE ETERNAL COVENANT OF GRACE.
" He will ever be mindful of His Covenant."-PsALM cxi. 5.

A COVENANT is an agreement between two parties. In the case
of a Covenant between two men, both the men assent or agree
to its terms. In the case, however, of a Covenant between GOD
and men the terms of the Covenant are made or arranged by GoD,
and man as the infinitely inferior party merely hears or receives
them. A Divine Covenant really takes the form of promises
made known to GOD'S creatures. Thus the Covenant with Noah
and his descendants, and with all living creatures, was a Divine
promise that GoD would never again destroy all flesh with a flood.
There are many Covenants mentioned in Scripture. GOD made
a Covenant with Noah that He would save him and his family
from the flood by means of the ark. It was a particular promise
to Noah alone, and had respect "Only to him and his family, so far
as human beings are concerned. A family of eight persons was
particularly singled out, and chosen of GOD to be redeemed or
delivered from the power of the flood. GOD made a Covenant
with Abraham which contains temporal and spiritual promises,
and which has reference in a special sense to his literal seed in
the line of Isaac, but which spiritually pointed to blessing-the
blessing of justification-to all the families of the earth through
CHRIST-the Seed of Abraham. GOD also made a Covenant with
David which secured the perpetuity of David's throne.
All the Covenants, however, may be reduced to two-the
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Covenant of works and the Covenant of grace. The Covenant of
works was made with Adam, as the representative head of the
human race. In effect GOD said to Adam, "Obey Me, and thou
shalt live. Disobey Me, and thou shalt die." Adam disobeyed.
Thus he fell, and all his posterity fell in him. By him sin entered
into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon all
men, because all sinned in Adam. The whole race were constituted
sinners through his disobedience. Thus we are sinners by imputation, by nature, and by practice. Being sinners we are under
condemnation, and no works of ours can now save us. "By the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight"
(Rom. iii. 19, 20). If we are to be saved, it must be by Divine
grace. Redeeming grace, regenerating grace, justifying grace,
upholding grace, and glorifying grace is the character of the grace
of GOD that bringeth eternal salvation to all whom He hath
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.
When the Psalmist said, "He will ever be mindful of His
Covenant," he no doubt had in view specially His Covenant with
Abraham. "He hath remembered His Covenant for ever, the
word which He commanded to a thousand generations. l¥"hich
Covenant He made with Abraham, and His oath unto Isaac; and
confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an
everlasting Covenant: saying, Unto thee will I give the land of
Canaan the lot of your inheritance" (Ps. cv. 8-11). That great
Covenant GOD ever remembers, and He will never fail to keep it.
He brought His people out of Egypt, and gave them the land,
according to His Covenant promise. Their manifold and mighty
sins have again and again brought terrible chastisements upon
them. They are suffering terribly to-day, but GOD has not abandoned them. Their very sufferings are leading to their predicted
return to the land in ever increasing numbers, and in spite of all
their sins GOD'S purposes of temporal and spiritual blessings
promised to them in the Covenant with Abraham are to be
accomplished.
"He will ever be mindful of His Covenant." The Covenant
with Abraham, especially in respect of its promises of spiritual
blessing, is really a partial revelation of the great Covenant of
grace. GOD'S Covenant with Abraham contained the great promise,
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"In thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed"
(Acts iii. 25, 26). That promise was the blessing of justification
by grace. "The Scripture, foreseeing that GOD would justify the
heathen (nations) by faith, preached before the Gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed" (Gal. iii. 8).
Thus, when GOD said to Abraham, "I will establish My Covenant
between Me and thee and thy seed after thee . . . for an everlasting Covenant, to be a GOD unto thee, and to thy seed after
thee," He was promising to bestow spiritual and eternal blessings
upon all the spiritual seed of Abraham to whatever nation they
belonged.
Hence, "They which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham." They are "blessed with faithful Abraham." They
are justified by faith along with him. All such belong to CHRIST,
" And if ye be CHRIST'S, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 7, 9, 29).
Now let us briefly think of the great Covenant of grace.
1. First, it is an everlasting or eterna,.l C01Jenant.
We read of "the blood of the eternal Covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20,
R.V.). Evidently, then, there is a Covenant which in human
language may be said to date from eternity. It is a Covenant,
an arrangement, which has always been in the mind of the eternal
GOD. It is, therefore, a Covenant which preceded creation and
the Fall of man. In virtue of, or on the ground of, the blood of
that Covenant, GOD brought again from the dead our LORD JESUS.
The blood connected with that Covenant which He shed, had
secured eternal pardon for His people. His death had, exhausted the
penalty due to their sins. HenQe GOD raised Him from the dead.
2. Secondly, it may be described as a Divine Covenant.
That is, it is a Covenant made by the three Divine Persons in
the Trinity. The whole three Persons may be said to have drawn
up the plan of the Covenant. Hence we read, " In hope of eternal
life, which GOD, That cannot lie, promised before the world began"
(Titus i. 2). Eternal life in glory is the great outcome of the
Covenant of grace. This great and eternal blessing was promised
by GOD before the world began. It is described by the apostle
as "The gift of GOD." "The gift of GOD is eternal life through
JESUS CHRIST our LORD" (Rom. vi. 23).
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CHRIST secured this life by His death. As GOD promised this
blessing before the world began, it would seem that He promised
it to CHRIST on behalf of those for whom He would give His life
as a ransom. The HOLY GHOST evidently undertook to quicken
and bring into the enjoyment of this promise all those whom the
FATHER had given to the SON. (See John x. 27-29.) He is "the
SPIRIT of life." It is His work to quicken the dead in sin, and
bring them into the enjoyment of all the blessings of redemption.
(See 1 Cor. vi. 11.) Nothing was left to chance in this Covenant.
The persons to whom the blessings of redemption were to be given
were all selected beforehand. They were "chosen in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 4). And when these
blessings are bestowed upon them in the fulness of time, they are
told that GOD hath saved them and called them, not according
to their works, "but according to His Own purpose and grace"
given to them "in CHRIST JESUS before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9).
3. Thirdly, it may be described as an unconditional Covenant.
The blessings of the Covenant of works were promised on condition of obedience. The blessings of the Covenant of grace are
"not according to our works, but according to His Own purpose
and grace. Thus these blessings come to us as the outcome of a
Divine purpose, and independently of any merit of ours. Whom
GOD did foreknow, "He also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of His SON. . . . Moreover, whom He did predestinate,
them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified:
and whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 29, 30).
GOD foreknew His people and He predestinated them. All the
predestinated He calls, and all the called He justifies, and all the
justified, He glorifies. The glorified ones, then, owe their glorification to the Divine purpose. GOD does not offer regeneration,
justification, and glory to sinners, and leave it to their own free
will whether they will accept these blessings or reject them. He
has chosen the people who are to enjoy these blessings, and He
has purposed and determined that they shall enjoy them. Hence,
in due time He bestows these blessings upon them, and" as many
as were ordained to eternal life believed," are words which describe
their experience (Acts xiii. 48).
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GOD saves all whom He intends to save. He has mercy on
whom He will have mercy (see Rom. ix. 15). This gracious and
Divine purpose secures the certain salvation of all the elect people
of GOD. It is not left to sinners, dead in trespasses and sins, to
determine whether or not they will be finally saved. If it were,
we may be sure that none would be saved.
Some in effect say, GOD has provided eternal salvation for
sinners, but they have to provide their own faith and repentance.
Now it is quite true that, " except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of GOD," but he does not bring about his own
spiritual birth. He is born " not of the will of man, but of God"
(John i. 13; iii. 5). It is quite true that, "Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish," but Christ was exalted" to give repentance" (Luke xiii. 3; Acts v. 31). It is quite true that, "He that
believeth not shall be damned," but the faith by which we believe
in the LORD JESUS CHRIST is "the gift of GOD." (Mark xvi. 15;
Eph. ii. 8; Phil. i. 29.)
Regeneration, repentance, and faith are not conditions which
dead sinners have to fulfil. GOD in His great and infinite mercy
begins the work of grace in the hearts of His chosen people. He
by His SPIRIT quickens and regenerates. He works repentance
and He imparts faith in CHRIST'S blood. All the conditions
necessary to bring about the redemption of GOD'S people from
the curse of the law were fulfilled by CHRIST. He gave His life
a ransom. He shed the blood of the new Covenant. He bare
our sins in His Own body on the tree. He redeemed us from the
curse. He put away our sin by the sacrifice of Himself. He
died the Just for the unjust. All the blessings which He, by His
obedience unto death, secured for His people, will in due time be
bestowed on them. They will certainly be called by Divine grace,
justified by faith, and eventually glorified, and they will never
have reason to say" We did our part and God did His part, and
the result was we were saved." Rather will they say, "Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His Own blood,
and hath made us kings and priests unto GOD and His FATHER;
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev.
i. 5, 6). "Not unto us, 0 LORD, not unto us, but unto Thy Name
give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake" (Ps. cxv. 1).
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"For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things;
to Whom be glory for ever. Amen" (Rom. xi. 36). "That no
flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 29).
It may be said by way of reply, "If this be so, then there is
no need for any human action or human instrumentality." To
say this is to fail to observe other parts of Scripture. GOD has
not only predestined the end, but the means to that end. Hence
He usually brings about His gracious purposes by means of human
instruments. "It pleased GOD by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i. 21). To preach the Gospel
to every creature is a Divine command, and often when the Gospel
is preached the HOLY GHOST prepares the hearts of many of the
hearers, so that the Gospel comes to them in power and issues
in their conversion.
4. Fourthly, the Covenant may be described as a new Covenant.
Though eternal, and therefore long precedent to the Covenant
of works, yet its full revelation is new, and follows the first Covenant
-the Covenant of works-made with Adam. In respect of its
full manifestation it is a new Covenant.
5. Fifthly, it is a Covenant, the blessings of which are designed
for Jews and Gentiles.
When God brought Israel out of Egypt He entered into a national
Covenant with them-a Covenant of works. This Covenant said,
" This do, and thou shalt live" (see Lev. xviii. 5). Their prosperity
depended on their obedience. This Covenant they continually
brake, and judgments were visited upon them. But GOD has
promised to make with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah a new Covenant. This is really the Covenant of grace.
It is grace from beginning to end. All the blessings of this
Covenant are unconditional. GoD pledges Himself to bestow them.
Instead of expecting obedience to laws written on tables of stone,
He says, " I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts." His law will become part of their spiritual constitution. They will, through His grace, possess "the new man,
which after GOD is created in righteousness and true holiness"
(Eph. iv. 24). "A new heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you. . . . And I will put My SPIRIT within
you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My
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judgments, and do them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27). In other words,
they will be regenerated, born again, and become new creatures in
CHRIST JESUS. Moreover, He says, "I will be their GOD, and
they shall be My people." By His sanctifying operations they
will be spiritually separated from the world, and become manifestly
His saved people, and He will be their GOD and their everlasting
portion.
This marvellous spiritual change will be wrought wholly by
Divine power. "They shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for
they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest
of them, saith the LORD." Here again is Divine purpose. No
chance, no contingency in the matter. "They shall all know Me."
Along with regeneration and separation there will be the great
blessing of gratuitous pardon and justification. "I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more" (Jer.
xxxi. 31-34). Now this great blessing implies a previous atonement, for" without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. ix. 22).
This truth is writ large in Scripture. Hence GOD sent His SON
to secure by His obedience unto death the remission of His people's
sins, and on the night preceding His death He said, " This is My
blood of the New Covenant which is shed for many for the remission
of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28). The blood of CHRIST was the blood
of the new and the eternal Covenant of grace, and that was shed
to secure for.many the remission of their sins. But in Jeremiah
xxxi. 31-34 the new Covenant relates to the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. How do we Gentiles know that it relates to us
also ~ The Covenant promise j,o Abraham is one answer to the
question. " The Scripture, foreseeing that GOD would justify the
heathen (Greek, nations) through faith, preached before the Gospel
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall nations be blessed" (Gal.
iii. 8). GOD, then, promised in His Covenant to justify men of
all nations through Abraham's Seed, which is CHRIST. Hence the
blood of the new Covenant shed by Him was intended to secure
the remission of their sins, as well as the sins of the elect among
the Jews. Hence, too, our LORD commissioned His apostles to
preach remission of sins among all nations beginning at Jerusalem
(Luke xxiv. 47). Hence, in regard to new Covenant blessings,
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There is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the
same LORD ove::: all is rich unto all that call upon Him. For
whosoever shall can upon the Name of the LORD shall be saved"
(Rom. x. 12, 13). What an infinite mercy is all this, dear readers.
The blessings of the new Covenant are intended for people " of all
nations, and kindreds, and tongues." Every hungry and thirsty
and seeking sinner is welcomed and will be abundantly pardoned.
Notice the Divine" shalls" and "wills" of this new Covenant.
Jehovah says, "I will make a new Covenant," "I will put My
law in their inward parts," "I will be their God, they shall be My
people," "they shall all know Me." "I will forgive," "I will
remember their sin no more." Here is Divine determination and
Divine purpose. Here is no uncertainty about the eternal salvation of GOD'S elect people. Here is no chance or contingent salvation.
Here is no co-operative salvation. Here is no human merit. Here
is no human source or channel of spiritual blessing. Here all
spiritual blessings originate with GOD, and they are all of grace.
They are bestowed on persons guilty of "iniquity" and "sin,"
and who, though they merit hell, are regenerated, and justified
that they may be glorified in heaven.
Finally, observe that of this eternal Oovenant of grace J ehovah will
ever be mindful.
His memory never fails. His arm never grows weak. He
"fainteth not, neither is weary." He will therefore ever be
mindful to carry out the purposes of His Covenant.. He will see
to it that the Divine Surety and Mediator of the Covenant shall
see of the travail of His soul. He will see to it that the Gospel
of the Covenant shall not be .preached in vain. He will see to it
that the blessings of the Covenant shall be bestowed on the right
persons. He will take care that all the participators in the Covenant
blessings shall be comforted, strengthened, upheld, guided, and
preserved, and that they all shall be finally glorified. Take comfort,
then, of the people of GOD from this assurance. Your Covenant
GOD will ever be mindful of His Covenant promises. What He
hath promised He is able to perform.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
«
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE SPIRIT AS TAUGHT IN THE
UPPER ROOM.

Ill. HIS PERSONALITY AND DEITY.
"He will show you things to come."-JoHN xvi. 13.

of the Spirit of truth our Lord said to His apostles,
" He will show you things to come." This was no new thing for
the Holy Spirit to do. All the Old Testament Scriptures were
inspired by Him, and they are all prophetic in their character. In
reference to them the Apostle Peter says, "The prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." All the detailed prophecies of the Old Testament, foretelling things to come, were
revealed by the Holy Ghost. The same Spirit, our Lord teaches,
would operate on the minds of the apostles, and He would show
them things to come. The prophecies which are found in the
Epistles and in the Revelation are a fulfilment of this promise
of our Lord. Moreover, all the prophecies found in the Bible,
being the revelation of future events, and the work of the Holy
Spirit, demonstrate the great truth of His deity. They prove H1's
possession of the attn'bute of Omniscience. To Him, as to the other
Persons in the Trinity, all things were known from the beginning.
A Divine Person alone knows the end from the beginning. "I am
God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like
Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and
I will do all My pleasure. . . . Yea, I have spoken it, I will also
bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it" (Isa.
xlvi. 9-11). It was by the Divine Spirit that Zacharias, the father
of John the Baptist prophesied. He was "filled with the Holy
Ghost and prophesied" (Luke i. 67). It was by the Divine Spirit
that Simeon knew he should not see death before he had seen the
Lord's Christ (Luke ii. 26). It was by the same Divine Spirit
that David foretold our Lord's session at the right hand of God.
"David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my
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Lord, sit Thou on My right hand, till I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool" (Mark xii. 36).
In continuation of our Lord's teaching on the doctrine of the
Spirit, we propose now to direct attention to the Personality and
the Deity of the Holy Spirit.
1. First, let us consider the proofs of His Personality.
Just as the Deity of our Lord has been denied, so the Personality
and Deity of the Holy Spirit has been denied. In fact, all the
great truths of Scripture are denied by some. We need not wonder,
therefore, if there have been those who have rejected Scripture
teaching concerning the Third Person in the Trinity. Some have
suggested that He is only an influence, not a real Person. Scripture,
however, is dead against such an idea.
Notice our Lord's teaching on this subject.
When He said that His disciples were to baptize" in the Name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," He surely
meant to refer to three Persons (Matt. xxviii. 19). In His teaching
on the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room He constantly uses the
masculine pronoun of the Spirit, and speaks of Him as a Person.
The word translated "Comforter" is itself ma~culine, and our
Lord uses the masculine pronoun when He says of the pirit, " He
shall teach you all things" (John xiv. 26); "He shall testify of
Me" (John xv. 26); "He shall reprove the world of sin" (John
xvi. 8); "When He the Spirit of truth is come" (John xvi. 13) ;
" He shall glorify Me" (John xvi. 14).
Moreover, the actions which our Lord attributes to the Spirit
are of a Personal nature.
A Person, not an influence, teaches, brings to remembrance, testifies, comes, is sent, reproves, guides, speaks, hears, shows things to
come, glorifies, and receives.
Notice the teaching of the Acts of the Apostles.
" The Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this
chariot" (vii. 29). To Peter" The Spirit said, Behold, three men
seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them,
doubting nothing; for I have sent them" (x. 19, 20). To the
prophets and teachers at Antioch, "The Holy Ghost said, Separate
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them"
(xiii. 2). Paul and Silas were "forbidden of the Holy Ghost to
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preach the Word in Asia," and they were not suffered by the same
Spirit to go into Bithynia (xvi. 6, 7). All these instances clearly
show that not by a mere influence but by a Personal Being were
Philip, Peter, Paul, and Silas, and the prophets and teachers at
Antioch, directed and guided.
Notice the teaching of the Epistles on this sub-ject.
In the Epistle to the Romans the Holy Spirit is spoken of as
leading, bearing witness, and making intercession-all personal
Il.cts-and we read of "the mind of the Spirit" (viii. 14, 16,26,27).
In the First Epistle to the Corinthians we read of the Spirit
revealing, searching, knowing, and teaching-all personal acts
(ii. 10-13). Later we are taught that the Holy Spirit is the source
of all the supernatural gifts which characterized apostolic times,
and He is described as " dividing to every man severally as He will " surely an undoubted indication of His personality and sovereignty
(xii. 7-11).
To the Ephesian saints the apostle said, "Grieve not the Holy
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption"
(Eph. iv. 30). Only a Person could be grieved. We cannot grieve
a mere influence.
If, then, we humbly follow the teaching of Scripture, we surely
must believe in the distinct Personality of the Holy Spirit.
2. Secondly, let us think of the proofs of His Deity.
The Godhead of the Holy Ghost is definitely and clearly asserted
in the ancient creeds. The icene Creed speaks of the Holy
Ghost as "the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceedeth from the
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together
is worshipped and glorified, Wb.o spake by the prophets." Such
language can only be used of a Divine Person.
The Athanasian Creed says, "The Father is God, the Son is
God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three
Gods, but one God." Again," The Godhead of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one: the Glory equal, the
Majesty Co-eternal."
The Thirty-nine Articles of the Reformed Church of England
declare: "There is but one living and true God, everlasting,
without body, parts, or passions; of infinite power, wisdom,
and goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible
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and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there be three Persons,
of one substance, power, and eternity; the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost." In special reference to the third Person in the
Trinity the Articles say, "The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the
Father and the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory, with
the Father and the Son, very and eternal God" (Articles I and V).
The Westminster Confession of Faith says, "In the unity of
the Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power, and
eternity; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.
The Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son
is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally
proceeding from the Father and the Son" (Confession 11. 3).
These declarations in creeds and confessions of faith, are made
by men who have carefully studied the teaching of Scripture, and
they express in brief compass what may be clearly gathered from
the infallible Word of God.
Some may say all this is dry doctrine, but it needs to be remembered that all spiritual experience of saving truth is associated
with an apprehension of the great doctrines of God's "ord. It is
of the highest importance that God s people should have a clear
grasp of all the doctrines revealed by the Spirit of truth in' the
Scriptures.
Dr. A. A. Hodge says of the doctrine of the Trinity, " The whole
plan of redemption in all its parts is founded upon it. Justification,
sanctification, adoption, and all else that makes the Gospel the
wisdom and power of God unto salvation, can be understood only
in the light of this fundamental truth. As an historical fact it is
beyond dispute that in wh~tever Church the doctrine of the
Trinity has been abandoned or obscured, every other characteristic doctrine of the Gospel has gone with it." (Outlines of
The070gy, p. 199.)
Let us turn now to the Scriptural proof of the Deity of the Holy
Spirit.
The baptismal formula not only teaches three distinct Persons,
but the equality of each, and therefore the Deity of each (Matt.
xxviii. 19). Baptism is into the Name of three distinct and yet
co-equal Persons.
The apostolic benediction teaches the same truth. In using the
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words, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all," the
apostle seems clearly to lift up his heart to each Person in the
Trinity, and to pray for the grace, love and fellowship of the
Divine Persons to be experienced by the people of God at Corinth.
Divine attributes are ascribed to the Holy Spirit, and these
prove His Deity.
Eternity is ascribed to Him. He is called" the eternal Spirit"
(Heb. ix. 14).
Omnipotence is ascribed to Him.
The supernatural birth of our Lord Jesus Christ is attributed
to the Divine power of the Spirit. "The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee"
(Luke i. 35). No creature could have brought about the incarnation.
The resurrection of Christ is attributed to the Spirit, as well as
to the other Persons in the Godhead. He was "put to death in
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit" (1 Peter iii. 18). This was
a Divine act. God alone can raise the dead. (Rom. iv. 17.)
Creative power is ascribed to the Spirit. We read that "the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters" (Gen. i. 2).
We read, " By the word of the Lord were the heavens made: and
all the host of them by the breath (or Spirit) of His mouth"
(Ps. xxxiii. 6). We read in Job xxxiii. 4, "The Spirit of God hath
made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life."
Job himself says, " By His Spirit He hath garnished the heavens"
(Job xxvi. 13). Creative power is ascribed to the Spirit in
Psalm civ. 30, where we read, "Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they
are created; and Thou renewes~ the face of the earth." Of living
creatures we read, "Thou takest away their breath, they die,
and return to their dust." Then God sends forth His Spirit and
similar creatures are called into being by His creative power, and
He also renews the face of the earth by restoring the vegetable
creation (Ps. civ. 29, 30).
The Holy Spirit is the Author of the New Birth. Here is Divine
power. Moreover, whereas in John iii. 5 regeneration is ascribed
to the Spirit, in John i. 13 it is ascribed to God-" born of God."
Omnipr~ence is ascribed to the Holy Spirit. The Psalmist says,
"Whither shall I go from the Spirit 1 Or whither shall I flee
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from Thy presence ~ " (Ps. c:x:xxix. 7.) The context shows that
the Holy Spirit is everywhere. He is omnipresent, being a Divine
Person.
Omniscience is also ascribed to the Spirit. "The Spirit searcheth
all things, yea the deep things of God. . . . The things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." He, the Spirit, and He
only, knoweth the things of God. He is able to search and examine
into all things, yea even the deep things of God. Nothing of the
things of God is hidden from Him. Therefore He knows all
that God knows. Hence He is equal to Him in knowledge. Hence
He is omniscient. Hence He is Divine. Hence He is God.
" Searches, i.e., explores, accurately and thoroughly knows. The
word does not express the process of investigation, but rather its
results, viz., profound knowledge. Thus God is said to search the
hearts of the children of men, to intimate that there is nothing
in man that escapes His notice (Rom. viii. 27; Rev. ii. 23). So
there is nothing in God unknown to the Spirit.
" The deep things, i.e., depths of God, the inmost recesses, as
it were, of His being, perfections, and purposes. The Spirit, therefore, is fully competent to reveal that wisdom which had for ages
been hid in God. This passage proves at once the Personality
and the Divinity of the Holy Ghost. His Personality, because
intelligent activity is ascribed to Him-He searches; His Divinity,
because omniscience is ascribed to Him; He knows all that God
knows."-(Dr. Charles Hodge "On First Corinthians," p. 39.)
The omniscience of the Spirit of God is plainly taught in the
words, "Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being His
counsellor hath taught him? With whom took He counsel, and
who instructed Him, and taught Him in the path of judgment,
and taught Him knowledge, and showed to Him the way of understanding? " (Isa. xl. 13, 14.) The Spirit of God is independent
of all outside direction, counsel, and instruction. His understanding is infinite.
Added to these Divine attributes which prove the Divinity of
the Holy Spirit we may notice that in effect He is definitely called
" God" both by Peter and by Paul. Peter said to Ananias, " Why
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?" Then
he added, "Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God." To lie
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to the Holy Ghost is to lie to God, because the Holy Ghost is God.
(See Acts v. 3, 4.) The Apostle Paul said, "Know ye not that
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you ~" (1 Cor. iii. 16.) They were the temple of God, because
the Spirit of God (Who is God) dwelt within them. '" Ye," says
the apostle, " are the temple of the living God; as God hath said,
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
We conclude by quoting the concluding passage of Bishop
Pearson's exposition of the Article, " I believe in the Holy Ghost" :
" Having thus at large asserted the verity contained in this Article,
and declared the necessity of believing it, we may easily give a
brief exposition, by which every Christian may know what he
ought to profess, and how he is to be understood, when he saith,
I believe in the Holy Ghost. For thereby he is conceived to declare
thus much:
" I freely and resolvedly assent unto this as unto a certain and
infallible truth, that beside all other whatsoever, to whom the
name of Spirit is or may be given, there is one particular and
peculiar Spirit, Who is truly and properly a Person, of a true, real,
and personal subsistence, not a created but uncreated Person, and
so the true and one eternal God; that though He be that God,
yet He is not the Father nor the Son, but the Spirit of the Father
and the Son, the third Person in the blessed Trinity, proceeding
from the Father and the Son: I believe this infinite and eternal
Spirit to be not only of perfect and indefectible holiness in Himself ;
but also to be the immediate cause of all holiness in us, revealing
the pure and undefiled will of Go.d, inspiring the blessed apostles,
and enabling them to lay the foundation, and by a perpetual
succession to continue the edification of the Church, illuminating
the understandings of particular persons, rectifying their wills and
affections, renovating their natures, uniting their persons unto
Christ, assuring them of the adoption of sons, leading them in
their actions, directing them in their devotions, by all ways and
means purifying and sanctifying their souls and bodies, to a full
and eternal acceptation in the sight of God. This is the eternal
Spirit of God; in this manner is that Spirit holy; and thus I
BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOsT."-(Pearson on The Creed, p. 627.)
26
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"To God the Holy Ghost,
The Lord of truth and grace,
The Church on earth, and heavenly host,
Ascribe eternal praise.

•

"He wills, and speaks, and acts,
For God and sinful men;
And writes, within us, Gospel facts,
With an immortal pen.
" The things of God most deep
He searches and reveals;
And when, by Him, for sin we weep,
Our souls, through faith, He heals.
"To Him are all things known,
And here His Godhead shines,
He brings the truth from Jesu's Throne
In bright celestial lines.
"His glories let us tell,
His Name be all-adored,
As God distinct, yet One as well,
Within the Triune Lord."
(Thomas Row.)
THE EDITOR.

EARL HAIG'S CALVINISM AND FAITH IN GOD.
A KIND reader in Burma has culled the following extract from a review
in The Spectator of the second volume of Earl Haig's Life. The
reviewer says, "There was one old tradition and one old belief he
retained with truly Scots tenacity, which was worth more to him than
all these-and made up for his lack of new ideas, he was a religious
man of the old type, who hated working or travelling on Sunday, who
loved sermons and believed in "God as his visible supporter and helper
upon earth.
" That was the true and only secret of his power. He really believed
that victory had been won at Loos by the Lord of Hosts. He told his
wife, ' Every step in my plan has been taken with the Divine help, and
I ask daily for aid, not merely in making the plan, but in carrying it
out.' A man who really believed that was not going to be cast down
by any danger. God at least was always on his side. As with
Cromwell, when hope had died out among other men, it still ' shone
in him as a pillar of fire.' This formidable greatness of personality,
this bronze mould of Calvinism in which Haig's character was cast, was
his strength. Some, though our author is not one, might say it was
his only asset. Yet it was far his greatest."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself."-LuKE xxiv. 27.

THE Incarnate Word unfolding the Word! The Word" made flesh,"
revealing Himself unto them through the written word! There, on
that village road, did the Christ Who is the Author, Object, and Subject
matter of both Old and New Testaments draw near to those two
humble and sad-hearted disciples, condescend to walk and talk with
them, and open up " the Scriptures, the things concerning Himself."
That which had been the Hope of the Old Testament saints, was before
them in all its fulfilment, and " blessed" indeed were the eyes that
saw what they saw, whilst" many prophets and kings had desired to
see but had not seen, and to hear but had not heard" the things which
Jesus the Son of Man had spoken and done when on earth. It was the
fulfilment of the Scripture in the Person of Himself. "That as sin
hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign, through righteousness, unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. v. 21). One
Man! This is He upon Whom all had been centred and fixed from
the day of Adam's fall, and the first promise of " the seed of the woman"
spoken, although He "was set up from everlasting" in the Divine
mind and counsels of eternity. The first promise was but as a glimmer
of light, and very obscure at best, to which our first parents directed
the eye of faith and the patriarchs built their hopes upon. In those
early ages it was as a captain from his bridge, looking through his
telescope to the distant horizon, espies a tiny speck in the far distance.
He keeps his eye upon that hazy object, scarcely discerning yet that
it can be a vessel, yet as distance lessens and the object so intently
watched for becomes more clearly outlined it is discerned more
plainly. Just so down through the ages the saints in their generation
watched and waited and were helped and encouraged by the promises
of the Coming One.
The types foreshadowed Him, the prophets foretold Him, and the
Gospel in the fulness of time saw all fulfilled. It had been as it were
gradations of the revealed mystery; "hid for ages"; "hid" in the
inscrutable wisdom of God, and kept until, His purposes fulfilled, and
the decreed" fulness of time" come, the Object of their faith's vision,
expectation, and long waiting is revealed, and Jesus was born in
Bethlehem's manger. Truly" great is the mystery of godliness," and
we can only
" Admire and adore,
That theme which angels can't explore."

We can only bow before the throne of Him Who is wisdom; Who
executes His firm decrees when and how He will, and Who is Infinite
in all His ways and work and will.

r
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It was the Father's will that Christ should be set up from everlasting,
when by prophecy and promise He was made the One Object and Desire
in each succeeding generation. We have referred to the first promise
of " the Seed of the woman," and are led to the Royalty of that seed
in the reference to "Shiloh" and "the Sceptre," both in the first
and opening book of the Holy Scriptures, and dear old Jacob, one of
the earliest of the patriarchs, blesses God for having by faith waited
for His salvation; just as the aged Simeon centuries later looked upon
and embraced in that holy Babe in the temple the" Salvation" of
God in human flesh! There was Job, too, that ancient of ancient
patriarchs, exclaiming with singular and joyful hope, "I know that
my Redeemer liveth and that He shall stand in the latter days upon
the earth." David, too, the sweet psalmist, in vision spake of God's
"Holy One." The Messianic prophets set Him forth under such
glorious titles as "Eliakim," upon Whom was to hang all the glory
of His Father's house; the" Child" born; the" Son" given, the
" Prince of Peace," the" Branch," " the Man that is my Shepherd,"
God's" Fellow," the" Fountain" opened, etc.; and then in Gospel
revelation as they beheld Him in the flesh He was" the Lamb of God,"
'the Son of the Living God," " A Man that told me all things whatsoever I did, the Christ."
The One Object of the Father's love in glory, now made manifest,
" set forth" and dwelling amongst men and" to be admired in all
them that believed." Truly" One there is above all others," and He
"well deserves the name of Friend." One object of our desire; One
Man, the centre of heaven's glory; One amid the angelic throng to be
worshipped; One upon Whom every eye of the redeemed multi ude
is fixed; One of Whose praises every tongue, out of every nation,
Jew and Gentile, kings and rulers, rich and poor, high and low, will
speak, Jesus Christ, all in all. The One Whom patriarchs, prophet',
saints, watched and waited for, and not in vain, are there yonder,
worshipping Him upon His throne, King of kings and Lord of Lord ,
their Redeemer and the One Who when He was upon earth, "was
despised and rejected of men," but Who now in the glory hear their
unending song of Redemption, " Unto Him that loved u and washed
us from our sins in His own blood and hath made us kings and priests
unto God."
And this is that great and glorious One Who, in the language of our
text, opens up the Scriptures to those two disciples on that Emmaus
road, "the things concerning Himself."
No wonder their "hearts burned within them" at the Divine
revelation, though their eyes were holden that they knew not the
Divine Stranger Who was thus so graciously talking to them. But
they did know later! Their God-given faith grasped the truth when
He opened their eyes to discover Who He was. "And they said one
to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with
us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures ~" Quickly
they set out to retrace the steps of that long country road, knowing
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nothing of weariness, but in that joy which Divine strength imparted,
they hasten back to tell to the sad and lonely disciples in Jerusalem,
"what things were done in the way and how He was known of them
in breaking of bread."
Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, had suffered. Jesus had fulfilled His
Father's will, accomplished the work given Him to do; had seen
" of the travail of His soul and was satisfied"; had carried through
and accomplished all that had been laid upon Him; had suffered all
the toil of His earthly journey, unto the ignominy and death upon the
cross, and He could now, as the Risen and Resurrection Life of His
People, speak of finished work and the accomplished design of the
ages past. He was now realizing what had been" The joy set before
Him." All the sorrows of the way for ever past-the mighty work,
which the glorious Substitute undertook, done, and God His Father
well pleased for His righteousness sake, and He was now to return to
the glory which He had before all time with the Father, to be the
one Centre and Object of worship, adoration, and praise there, where
throughout the eternal ages, His redeemed will never weary in crowning
Him Lord of all, and realizing, one and all, how well worth the waiting
it was, and how none that ever waited for Him are ashamed.
" He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself." Moses and all the prophets" wrote of Me," declared the
Divine Logos. One wonders how many of the eight hundred and
forty seven allusions in the New Testament to the Old Testament
directly pertain to Him! They go to make one Book, and in that
Book One Person the Centre Theme, and He could speak with Infinite
and Divine knowledge of how" In the volume of the Book it is written
of Me." As Luther said, "There is no reason to inquire what Book
nor what Person is written of! For there is but One Book and One
Person."
That holy Book is the transcription of the Father's will concerning
His well-beloved Son; the Son Who delighted to do His Father's will
and fulfil to every jot and tittle all that was foretold and spoken of
Himself.
" The Scriptures and the Lord bear one tremendous -ame,
The written and the Incarnate Word, in all things are the same."

...

" He expounded unto them." That is a forcible word. It implies
that He interpreted fully, thoroughly explained the sacred mysteries
" concerning Himself." They grasped a little of the depths of these
precious and profound truths as He opened the eyes of their understanding. They knew presently how their " hearts had burned within
us while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us
the Scriptures." There were lessons learned that sacred evening that
were never wholly erased. It was one of those all too few and infrequent seasons of heaven upon earth to their new-born souls, and with
all that they would have to meet and combat in the future, there had
been by this Blessed Stranger joy and peace imparted, that would
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never wholly be lost. True, they would prove slow learners, forgetful
hearers, and dull scholars. But
"Whom once He loves, He never leaves,
But loves them to the end."

And for this" end" He had suffered that life of reproach, ignominy,
and shame, the holy, spotless Lamb of God! He had fulfilled every
requirement of the law; of His Father's righteous will; and now
could and did rejoice with those two-representatives of all His sinner
train, who, redeemed by His precious blood, should be "taught of
God" according to the Divine Promise. He could speak with
authority. He was the very embodiment of the Truth, and had in
Himself and by His own work on Calvary magnified the law and made
it honourable, and was about to take to Himself His great power
and reign and conquer every heart of His redeemed family and see
to it that the Holy Ghost should dwell in them, teach them, and give
them to understand little by little and know to their everlasting joy,
" what the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles:
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col. i. 27).
Children of God, you, who read these pages, ask yourselves whether
the unfolding, the revelation, the pursuit of the precious truths
""concerning Himself" is your daily and ever increasing delight. And
may the Holy Spirit, Who ever delights to honour Jesus, be for ever
near and sought for as you approach this sacred volume day by day,
that you may" grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ Jesus
the Lord." Yea, and" grow up into Him in all things which is the
Head, even Christ," until faith be swallowed up in sight, and you
behold with rapture and, never-ending delight, the Incarnate Word
in all His fulness and satisfaction.

R.
FAITHFUL MINISTERS AND THE WORLD.
"WHY is it that faithful ministers are so much hated, but because
their business is to show people their transgressions? (Isaiah lviii. 1.)
If they would flatter sinners ~hat flatter themselves in a sinful way,
and cry peace to them to whom the God of heaven does not speak
peace, they might avoid a great deal of reproach and censure; but
they dare not do it. They are not to make a new law and Gospel, but
to preach that which is made; they have their rule in that caution
given to the prophet (Jer. xv. 19), 'Let them return unto thee, but
return not thou unto them.' The hearts and lives of men must be
brought to comply with the Word of God; the Word of God can never
be made to comply with the humours and fancies of men. Ministers,
as they would not for the world make the way to heaven any straiter
or narrower than Christ has made it; so they dare not make it any
broader or easier. . . . If they aim at pleasing men, they cannot
approve themselves the servants of Christ; and therefore are they
so much spoken against."-Matthew Henry.
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Sermons anlJ Notes of ,Sermons.
DAVID'S
A

INSPIRED

LAMENT.

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over J onathan
his son."-2 SAMUEL i. 17.
DAVID was cruelly persecuted by Saul. Often he carried his soul and
his life, as you may say, in his hand, but God watched over the youth,
as He ever watches over the instruments whom He hath set apart
for His purposes. I t is impossible that God's plans should be frustrated,
whether we regard the means or the end of them, the means to bring
them about or the time appointed for their being perfected; so it was
God watched over David. David sometimes had the life of the king
in his keeping, but the fear of God possessed young David's heart, and
he was never betrayed by the flesh into any show of resentment toward
Saul; much less was he ever betrayed into any act of violence against
the king's person, not even in his own defence. In all this we trace
the grace of God, for surely it was contrary to nature that David
should have endured at the hands of Saul all that he did throughout
that period of his life. But God was training David. Before a man
can rule others he must surely learn the art of self rule, and this is
what God had been teaching David-how to govern himself, and that
is one, we fear, of the hardest practical lessons that fall to our lot.
But God can sanctify trouble, He can sanctify our crosses for us and
make them highly beneficial, most useful and fruitful in our soul's
experience as also in our life's service. David was all the better
man and the better ruler when he came to the throne, because he had
learned in that school of adversity the sufficiency of God's love and
the supporting power of God's promises.
The death of Saul was very remarkable-his death as narrated in the
last chapter of the First Book of Samuel rather than as in the first
chapter of the Second Book of S:j,muel, for we cannot but regard the
story of the death of Saul which the Amalekite messenger brought to
David as false in the main. We have God's Own account of the death
of Saul and Jonathan and of Jonathan's two brothers in the previous
chapter to that which lies open before us. In the thirty-first chapter
of 1 Samuel we read: "Now the Philistines fought against Israel:
and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down
slain in Mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul
and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab,
and Melchi-shua, Saul's sons. And the battle went sore against Saul,
and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers.
Then said Saul unto his armour-bearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust
me through therewith, lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me
through, and abuse me. But his armour-bearer would not; for he
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was sore afraid: therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. And
when his armour-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon
his sword, and died with him. So Saul died." I take that to be God's
word-" so Saul died "--'and not as the Amalekite stated it. "So
Saul died and his three sons," exactly as here narrated," and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together." Yet there is no
doubt, I think, that this messenger who left the battlefield, the mountains of Gilboa, saw much that had there come to pass, and he must
moreover have been in personal contact with the king to have taken
from him his crown and the bracelet, the royal bracelet that he wore.
There is no reason whatever to doubt the bona fides of these things;
he actually did bring the crown which was the property of Saul and the
bracelet that was moreover his unto David. He was an Amalekite,
and the Amalekites and the Philistines were very closely by affinity,
by relationship, connected. This Amalekite left the battlefield and
hastened for his own private reasons to obtain an interview with one
to whom he looked as the forthcoming king to succeed Saul. He had
his reasons for believing that David was to be Saul's successor and it
would seem as though he was anxious to ingratiate himself in the
favour of the forthcoming king that he should do as he did, should
bring this crown royal and this royal bracelet, the late property of
Saul, unto David as the insignia of his new office. But David was
gifted with good judgment, and he saw through the falsity, the deception. He closely examined the Amalekite, put question after question
to him, until he had mastered the position, and then he said, " This
man is worthy of death. This man has lifted up his hand, according
to his own statement, against Jehovah's anointed. This is a in that
must be avenged in an exemplary manner, immediately." The forthcoming king gave the command and a servant of his slew the Amalekite,
he was executed upon the evidence of his own lips. How wonderfully
God does often take the wise in their own craftiness and bring to
nought the devices of wicked hearts. How well it is for the Lord's
people (for David, of.course, acted in an official manner in this instance)
to leave their issues and all the inequalities and injustices of their
lives to their Heavenly Father to adjust, to arrange, for them. That
which we see not yet we shall yet see, for in the Great Day when the
secrets of all hearts shall be made manifest, and when the hidden
things of darkness shall be brought to light, those that have meekly
endured persecution, those that have meekly bowed their neck to the
stroke of injustice, will find that there was One Who all along took
note of their condition and state, and Who in the end put all things
right. As I said, David was acting here in an official capacity, because,
we do not forget, the holy anointing oil was already upon him. A
vacancy in the throne had already been caused, and he knew the will
of God concerning himself.
Now we want this morning, if the Lord help us, to notice, very
briefly, some respects in which the conduct of David as recorded in
this chapter, and particularly in this funeral song which by inspiration
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he composed, was a type of Christ. First I say pre-eminently a type
of Christ in the spirit of forgiveness which he manifested towards his
great enemy Sau!. If you look carefully into this" Song of the bow,"
this elegy which by inspiration, I repeat, David composed, you will
find much to the honour of Saul, much spoken in praise too of the
office which he held, but there is not a hint from the first verse to
the last that Saul ever wronged David, or that David entertained the
slightest resentment toward his royal persecutor. That is the mind of
Christ.
I do not know a more beautiful example amongst men than this
example of David's, this wondrous grace of forgiveness and forgetfulness in connection with Saul's cruel persecution of him extending
as it did year after year in private and in public. How he admired
all the way through, the beauty, all that he could see of beauty, in
Saul, as well presently in Jonathan. He saw the Lord's anointed in
this unlovely man, he saw that he was chosen of God to fulfil this
his great office of ruling over Israel, and so he saw less of the man than
he did of God's appointment of the man. And this was it which
stirred him up to take the life, judicially to take the life, of the
Amalekite. This was the charge he brought against him, saying,
" Thy blood be upon thy head: for thy mouth hath testified against
thee, saying, I have slain the Lord's anointed "-the Lord's anointed.
This was he whom David saw, mainly, in Sau!. Ah, dear friends, is it
not instructive for us to remember how the Lord Jesus Christ sees
something more in us who are His people than our sins and our sinnership ~ The Lord Jesus Christ does not contemplate our sins; as
David did not contemplate the sin of Saul but saw something of good
in him which God had placed there-he saw the holy oil upon him.
And so I take it Christ sees no iniquity in Jacob to-day, He only sees
grace in His people to take account of it. Of course I am not speaking
as though the Lord Je us Christ is unacquainted with the sin that is
in us, but I am speaking of the judicial 'View He takes of His peoplethat He sees no guilt, iniquity, transgression, or sin upon them, but
He sees the grace of God and the garments of salvation clothing them
from head to foot. He sees the _Lord's anointing in them, the work
of the Holy Ghost in them. And just as David praises Saul here in
that view, so the Lord Jesus Christ delights with exceeding joy in the
persons of His people as they are a justified people, as they are a setapart people, a people whom the Lord has called out and marked with
His Own secret sign as His Own everlasting inheritance. The forgiveness of Dav-id's heart! Oh, think of what the Lord Jesus has to forget
of the sins of His people! Think of what He has to forget in me ;
think of what He has to forget in you, fellow justified sinners. Oh,
think of the enormity of our sin. This has to be forgotten judicially
by Him. He has borne it in His Own Person by substitution on the
tree of curse, and He has borne it away by the merit of His precious
blood-shedding, and therefore it is that He cannot, that He will not,
any longer have it in remembrance against us. And so it would seem
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David had blotted out all remembrance of Saul's past cruelties,
of Saul's past persecutions of himself.
Read the song over, this holy song, this funeral song, read it over and
over again and you will find no trace or hint on the part of David
that Saul had ever done him or sought to do him the slightest hurt.
So the Lord Jesus has but one thought about His grace-saved people.
No hard thought, no after-thought, no second thought ever crosses
His mind regarding the sins of His people. He never regrets that
He died for your sins. He never yet regretted, dear children of
God, that He once died for your sins, and He never will. When
He died, He died heartily, sincerely, with full purpose of heart to
blot out, to forgive, and to forget the sins that were laid to His
blessed account.
0, there is not a hint or trace here in "The
Song of the bow" to show that David had even the slightest thought
against Saul of vengeance or of ill-will. How like the Lord Jesus.
And then the second point I would notice with you, dear friends,
is the devoted love that David entertained for Jonathan. "And David
lamented with this lamentation over Saul." He wept real tears for
Saul and his death, but not apart from the beloved Jonathan. How
David admires the father and the son in their mutual life ; he says,
" Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in
their death they were not divided "-the most exquisite poetry that
was ever penned. Now then, the Lord Jesus Christ-oh, how He
loves! Oh, what in comparison was David's love to Jonathan-and
you know that was very great. There is a reference made to it in the
First Book of Samuel. I will read the verse. "And it came to pa s
when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of
Jonathan was knit with the soul of David; and Jonathan loved him
as his own soul." This was the nature of the love that subsisted
between Jonathan and David. Oh, how Jesus with love ineffable
loves His brethren. You know Jonathan and David were related,
because David had married Jonathan's sister, Saul's daughter, so
that in a sense he was right when he said, " Brother," but there was
much more than that sort of marriage kinship between David and
Jonathan. Jonathan was unquestionably a man of God, as David
certainly was, and there was a sacred bond of love between those
brethren which drew them to one another, more especially by reason
of surrounding circumstances. They were brothers in adversity
together and there is nothing that tends to draw God's people together
one to another more effectually-I say God's people-than the common
adversity, the common cross, the common affliction, the common
loss, or temptation or conflict, or the common care. There is an
emptying then of self one toward the other, a seeking to bear one
another's burdens. It is comely to find the fulfilling of the law of
Christ which is the law of love under the eyes of His enemies, for
when God's people love one another with a pure heart fervently then
are they and to that extent a mighty power in the hands of God in
convincing the adversaries and silencing the gainsayers. And so there
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was a sacred tie as well as a natural tie subsisting between David
and Jonathan. How great consequently must have been the loss to
David's heart of his beloved brother in the Lord and friend and kinsman,
Jonathan. "I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very
pleasan~ hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful,
passing the love of women." Some people have thought there was
a reference in that last expression to Michal, who as you remember
had been taken violently from him by Saul and given to another,
and it almost seems as if Michal was willing to have it so. There
may be a side reference to that incident in that expression, but likely
enough there is something deeper than that, other than that. Be that,
however, as it may, it is a very powerful, a very remarkable, a very
instructive expression. The Lord Jesus Christ delights in the love
of His Church. It is wonderful to me that He should, considering
how feeble, how faint, and how unworthy such a love is and must be.
.. Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is weak and faint."

"

And yet the Lord Jesus Christ delights in the love of His Church!
" Ah," He says, "it is a love that passeth the love of women." The
strongest love that earth can know is nothing to it. Thus He speaks
then of the feeble, faint-hearted love of us His poor disciples whose
love at the best is something to confess with shame at His feet. Well
may those who are spoken of in Matthew xxv., when the Lord praises
the work of love that they had wrought according to His grace given,
repudiate as it were all mention of any service they ever rendered to
Him and His. "Lord, when saw we Thee in need and ministered
unto Thee ~" Yet He delights in their love, delights in the feeblest
love that He finds in any heart-thoughts of Him, such love being of
the operation of the Holy Spirit. A little true-hearted love in the
heart of a God-forgiven sinner is precious beyond all price in the eyes
of the Lord Jesus.
David lamented, as well he might, over his loving brother Jonathan.
" How are the mighty fallen!" Jonathan was mighty in battle as
well as his father. He knew the .hardships of war, his training began
early, and the whole reign of Saul his father was a reign of blood
and more or less continuous war. And this we may trace partly to
the fact that Saul dishonoured God at the outset of his reign and
God's ways are equal ways. Those that honour Him find honour at
His hands, but those who lightly esteem Him He putteth to open
shame, as He did Sau!. Saul's proud heart was uplifted for war with
the Philistines and :t ended in his tragic death. To think too that
an Amalekite, one of those people by sparing whom, contrary to God's
revealed will, Sau] had forfeited his throne, should have taken the
crown from his head and the bracelet from his arm, and carried them
from the dishonoured battlefield and laid them at the feet of David,
whom Saul had persecuted for so many years! There is an irony
of Providence, dear friends, about these things which deeply impresses
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any thoughtful mind. God never forgets, as we lately were observing,
any wrong or dishonour done to His people, and so He vindicated
David in the end. But you see, as I have already observed, no resentment in David. There is no joy that " Saul is now dead and I am
king." David seems to have put away the thought of succession:
it must come in God's way. He would not grasp at the sceptre: he
would not put that crown upon his head at once. There was nothing
lovely in that crown and bracelet in the eyes of David. He could
not love those things-they were simply dishonoured in his eyes. How
like the Lord Jesus Christ this love then of David, and this forgiveness
on the part of David, and this lowliness of heart on the part of Davidno ambition in him.
There is a thought I must express, and it is of Jonathan and his love
of David. That Jonathan should have loved David as he did all
those years, and have realized that knitting of heart unto him, is
the more remarkable when we bear in mind that in the ordinary course
of things Jonathan would have succeeded to the throne. In the
ordinary course of events Jonathan, his eldest son, would have been
Saul's successor, but Jonathan, taught of God, overlooked all these
personal interests and honoured in David the coming king. Therefore
Jonathan's love was a pure love, sanctified by the grace of God.
Jonathan would say, " This is the Lord's forthcoming anointed, him
would I honour." But David now, succeeding both Saul and Jonathan,
takes the lowest place, takes the humblest po ition. And so I say
we have another likeness of the Lord Jesus, "Who made Him elf of
no reputation," though He knew Himself to be equal with God.
Though He knew the Kingdom to be His, the power and the glory in
the eternity of it, yet He took the lowest place, was found in fashion
as a man, humbled Himself even unto death, and that the death, the
accursed death, of the cross.
Now I must leave these things on your minds to pursue them. The
subject is large and it is very beautiful, and if you read carefully this
inspired" Song of the bow," which was penned by that Christ-like
man David, you will find much help and instruction, and many practical
lessons which may the Lord b!ess for Christ's sake.

CAREY'S ADVICE TO HIS SON.
" BEHAVE affably to all, cringingly and unsteadily to none. Feel
that you are a man, and always act with dignified sincerity, which
will command men's respect. Seek not the society of worldly men,
but when called to be with them, act and converse with propriety and
dignity. To this end labour to gain a good acquaintance with men
and things. A gentleman is the next best character after a Christian,
and the latter includes the former. Neither money nor a fine appearance ever makes a gentleman, but an enlarged understanding joined
to engaging manners."-(Carey, by S. Pearce Carey, M.A., pp. 59, 60.)
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MERCY.

DAVID said in Psalm lxii., "God hath spoken once, twice have I heard
this, that power belongeth unto God." Once in promise he heard it
when Samuel anointed him to be king over Israel: what power but
that of the Almighty could take him from the sheepfold and make him
ruler over the kingdom? Twice he heard it in performance when he
was crowned first at Hebron and afterwards in Jerusalem. He knew
what he was saying when, relinquishing his charge into the hands
of Solomon he gave thanks to God in these words, " Thine, 0 Lord,
is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the
majesty." He had been led into, through, and out of seas of sorrow,
suffering, and labour, and God had done all.
Job heard once that power belonged to God when that power
deprived him by a dreadful selection of means, of all his possessions:
twice he heard it when they were returned to him in double measure.
He said, " I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now
mine eye seeth Thee." It is a double measure that we need. Once
with our ears and our natural faculties, we hear that we need a Saviour,
the Pharisee would acknowledge that: the publican heard it twice;
the second time it was graven on his heart by the finger of the Lord,
as in the rock for ever.
David added in verse 12 of the psalm, " Also unto Thee, 0 Lord,
belongeth mercy: for Thou renderest to every man according to his
work." A difficult verse, may be, but the Psalmist had been complaining of the wrongful dealings of men, and their vain and lying ways,
their oppression and robbery, and he turned to One Who hates
oppression, Who is just and merciful, the One Who commanded that
the poor man should have the reward of his labour before the day
ended. He is the God Who took up the cause of the soldiers in
Nebuchadnezzar's army when their wages were not paid them (Ezek.
xxix. 18, 19); Who told the listening world, by the Apostle James,
to be patient until the coming of the Lord if they were wronged; Who
said to His oppressed church, in Isaiah lii. 5 and 6, that He would help
them and show them what it was to have His Name on their side.
Maybe the text means that, but-I thought it might mean that unto
the Lord belongs mercy, in that He equips everyone for the place and
duty, labour and calling, for which He designs them. He sends no
one into the world on his own charges. He gave Moses all the pattern
of thli tabernacle beforehand, and " filled Bezaleel with the Spirit of
God in wisdom and in understanding and in knowledge and in all
manner of workmanship . . . to work in gold, silver, and in brass,
and in cutting of stones to set them and in carving of timber and in all
manner of workmanship." Aholiab had the same wisdom given to
him, and into other hearts God "put wisdom." No qualification
was left for themselves to provide. God looked for no help from
them; His mercy was too great for that. Jehu was equipped with
a great amount of zeal, he had a dreadful work assigned to him, but
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his zeal came from the same commanding voice that told Solomon
to ask what he would have for the vast task of ruling a people that
grew and prospered.
But we might say that Amos seemed to feel that he was not naturally
fitted for the office of prophet to which he was called; and did not
Jeremiah complain of his youth? and Joshua also and Timothy were
very diffident, and Moses felt unequal to his office, and which of the
servants of God has ever felt able for anything? The Lord said to
His disciples, "When I sent you forth, lacked ye anything?" He
knew that the answer that they would have to give would astonish
themselves. They had lacked nothing, although they had nothing.
His was the mercy that went with them. He said, "Lo, I am with
you alway." He is at the right hand of His poor faltering, fading,
fainting people. He is supplying them all the time, rendering to
them according to their faith, equipping them from above with power
to follow Him still through the continual discouragements that assail
them. Power and mercy keep them in the narrow way. "Refrain
thine eyes from weeping and thy voice from tears," the prophet
enjoined the banished Israel; "thy work will be rewarded, there is
hope in thine end." "Thanks be unto God Who causes us to triumph
in Christ Jesus." He was dead, but He is alive for evermore, and
power belongeth unto Him: also mercy.
FOLLOWER-ON.

NEW

BISHOP

OF

EASTERN

THE REV. FRANK

SZECffi"VAX.
HOUGHTON, RA.

The Times of Saturday, August 1st, said, "The Archbishop of
Canterbury, on the nomination of the House of Bishops of the Church
in China, has appointed the Rev. Frank Houghton, RA., Editorial
Secretary of the China Inland Mission and Examining Chaplain to
the Bishop of Western China, as Bishop of the newly formed Diocese
of Eastern Szechwan.
" Mr. Houghton, who graduated in the University of London in 1913,
filled two curacies in Lancashire before going to Liangshan for the
China Inland Mission in 1920. After several years' work in that
country he came home, and for the last eight years he has been Editorial
Secretary of the Mission."
The English Churchman for August 6th, says, "Frank Houghton
is a RA. of London University, and received his theological training
at the London College of Divinity, in the course of which he won
the exhibition offered annually for competition by the Protestant
Reformation Society. . . . In 1924 he became acting Principal of the
Theological College at Paoning (China) under Bishop Cassels, whose
daughter he subsequently married. . . . We cordially congratulate
him on his new and responsible appointment, and commend him to
our readers' earnest prayers."
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Readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will, we feel sure, be interested
in the appointment of our son to this new post. He and his wife
visited a large number of the C.I.M. stations last year in China, and it
was while they were out in China that Bishop Holden, who succeeded
Bishop Cassels, said that the diocese was too large and extensive and
needed to be divided. He told our son that if it were divided it was
his own desire, and that of the C.I.M. Missionaries, that he (our son)
should be the new bishop of the newly formed diocese. Our son
deferred an answer until months after his return home. Then after
much prayer, and after satisfying himself that he could take the
position without any compromise of his Evangelical principles, he
declared his readiness to accept the post if appointed.
The appointment was definitely made on Tuesday, July 28th. Our
son and his wife now hope, God willing, to arrive at Shanghai on
December 29th, and as early as possible thereafter to take up their
work in Eastern Szechwan, where they laboured before for many
years. They will still be missionaries of the China Iuland Mission,
and will be fully identified with the Evangelical principles of that
Society.
We may add that a Missionary Bishop in China has a much more
simple position than that of a Bishop at home. The salary is
ouly that of most Vicars at home. There is no Bishop's palace, and
the Bishop has to share the many hardships, discomforts, and dangers
of the other missionaries. In Eastern Szechwan there are no railways,
and travelling about occupies very much time, as it has to be done
mainly on foot or by being carried by coolies in a chair. He will be
about ten days' journey from Bishop Holden, who will minister in the
other part of the great Diocese. We bespeak the prayers of our
readers that the Lord may keep our son true to the Evangelical and
Protestant principles in which he has been brought up, and that he
and his wife may have abundant grace to enable them to make the
glory of God their supreme aim.
The late Bishop M'llvaine (Bishop of Ohio) wrote, "I desire to
realize ever that I am not only a Bishop but a sinner; that by grace
I am saved. . . . Alas! I am surrounded and filled with the witnesses
that I am a poor, vile sinner. As a poor sinner I began, and must
end my ministry here" (Memorials of Bishop M'llvaine, pp. 78, 79).
That our son, his wife, ourselves, and all our family on earth, may
ever feel deeply that we are poor sinners, and have not the smallest
ground of boasting, is our own earnest prayer.

" TAKE away the Deity of the Son of God, and you loosen the whole
of that mighty superstructure which Scripture tells us has been reared
upon this basis-the salvation of the Church, the security of the
Church, the hope of the Church, the comfort and the peace of the
individual believer." -Krause.
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REDEMPTION.

(A Paper written many years ago.)

THE subject upon which I propose to treat in this paper is" Particular
Redemption," with special reference to the teaching of Article XVII
of the Church of England, and the teaching of " The Westminster
Confession of Faith," put forth by the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland in the year 1647. That Confession of Faith says, " The
doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with
special prudence and care" (chapter iii. 8). The same wise counsel
is also needed in reference to the doctrine of Particular Redemption.
It needs to be "handled with special prudence and care." It needs
to be handled humbly and lovingly, not with the mere idea of triumphing over an opponent, but with the desire of reverently and meekly
unfolding what we believe to be the teaching of Scripture on this
deep and mysterious subject. By Particular Redemption we mean
that doctrine which teaches that Christ's redeeming work relates
specially and particularly to those whom the Father chose in Him
before the foundation of the world, and to those only. The Westminster
Confession of Faith says, "As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so
hath He, by the eternal and most free purpose of His will, foreordained
all the means thereunto. Wherefore they who are elected being
fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ; are effectually called unto
faith in Christ by His Spirit working in due season; are justified,
adopted, sanctified, and kept by His power through faith unto salvation.
Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justified,
adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only" (chapter iii. 6).
The opposite doctrine is that Christ died for all men without exception, from the beginning of the world to the end of time. Now there
can be no doubt that there have been good and godly men who have
held the doctrine of Particular Redemption. A humble, careful, and
prayerful study of the Word of God led them to that conclusion.
Augustine in the fourth century, and the Reformed, as distinguished
from the Lutheran Churches, in the seventeenth century held the
doctrine of Particular Redemption. All the later Reformed Confessions, including the We tminster Confession of Faith, "explicitly
taught the definite and personal design of the vicarious work of Christ."
(The Atonement, by Dr. A. A. Hodge, p. 346.) On the other hand,
Dr. A. A. Hodge says that, " The entire Lutheran Church agrees with
the Reformed as to the nature of the Atonement . . . yet they hold
that Christ died . . . indiscriminately in behalf of all men" (p. 339).
It is evident therefore that good and godly men have differed on this
great question as to the design and intention of the Atonement. This,
however, does not relieve us of the responsibility of examining the
Scriptures for ourselves in humble dependence on the guidance of the
Spirit, in order that we may discover what seems to be the clear
teaching of Scripture on this important subject. That is what I
propose now to do as far as the limits of a brief paper will allow.
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1. First, I would point out that Particular Redemption is typified in
the Old Testament types.
When God righteously determined to bring in a flood upon the
world of the ungodly He established His Covenant with Noah to save
him and his family. Noah was Divinely instructed to make an ark of
gopher wood, and God graciously designed to use the ark as the means
of saving Noah, his wife, his sons and their wives from the terrible
judgment which He was about to bring upon the rest of the world.
The ark was designed as the means for the deliverance of Noah and
his family. It was not designed for the world at large but only and
particularly and specially for Noah and his family. That ark typified
Christ. He is the Ark of salvation. All who are in Him shall be
eternally saved. He has particularly and specially redeemed those
who were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world.
The ark was a type of Particular Redemption.
Later on, when the Lord would deliver His people Israel from the
bondage of Egypt, He determined to destroy all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt; "from the firstbor of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his
throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the
mill." "But," He said, " against any of the children of Israel shall
not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know
how that the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and
Israel." But why were not the firstborn of the children of Israel
slain on that solemn night 1 It was because God in the exercise of
His grace arranged specially and particularly for their redemption.
He arranged that a lamb for each household should be slain, and that
its blood should be sprinkled on the two side posts, and on the upper
door posts of their houses. "For," said the Lord, " I will pass through
the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both man and beast; . . . And the blood shall be to you
for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood,
I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy
you, when I smite the land of Egypt" (Exod. xi. 5-7; xii. 12, 13).
The children of Israel were delivered from the death of their firstborn
by the blood of the lamb. Under the shelter of the sprinkled blood
the firstborn in each Israelitish house was safe. No means of deliverance was provided for the firstborn of the Egyptians. No blood was
sprinkled on their houses. The passover lamb was specially and
particularly sacrificed for the benefit of God's beloved and chosen
people. In like manner, "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us,"
i.e., for His believing people (1 Cor. v. 7). The passover lamb pointed
to Particular Redemption.
The particular and special character of Christ's atoning work is
also typified by the sin offering on the day of atonement. Two kids of
the goats were to be offered as a sin offering for the people of Israel.
One was to be slain, and its blood was to be sprinkled upon the mercyseat and before the mercy-seat. By means of this sin offering Aaron
was to make an atonement" for all the congregation of Israel." Then
27
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Aaron was to take the live goat. "And Aaron," we read, " shall lay
both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him
all the iniqui,ties of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in
all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat shall
bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited." The
effect of the sin offering thus made specially and only for the children
of Israel is thus stated: "On that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins
before the Lord" (Lev. xvi. 5, 15, 17, 21, 22, 30). The sins of the
chosen and beloved people of Israel were thus atoned for, imputed to
a Substitute, put away, and forgiven. The sin offering was offered for
them only. It typified Particular Redemption. The Epistle to the
Hebrews expreSSly teaches us that Christ the High Priest of good
things to come, by His Own blood entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption, and that that blood purges the
consciences of His believing people from dead works to serve the
living God. (See Heb. ix. 11-15.) "It behoved Him in all things to
be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation
for the sins of the people" (Heb. ii. 17, R.V.). Moreover, Aaron, the
high priest of Israel, wore an ephod on his shoulders, and a breastplate
upon his heart, amongst the other priestly garments which the Lord
directed that he should wear.
On each of these were precious stones fixed, upon which were
engraved the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel.
In reference to the ephod the Lord said, "Thou shalt put the two
stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial unto
the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before the
Lord upon his two shoulders for a memorial." In reference to the
breastplate the Lord said, "And Aaron shall bear the names of
the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart,
when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord
continually" (Exod. xxviii. 12, 29). Thus Aaron, Israel's high priest,
bore the names of God's beloved and chosen people upon his shoulders
and upon his heart before the'Lord. For them only he made atonement and for them only he interceded. In like manner Christ's intercession only relates to His redeemed people. The two are co-extensive.
Dr. Charles Hodge says, " The unity of the priestly office rendered
the functions of the priesthood inseparable. The high priest interceded
for all those for whom he offered sacrifice. The one service did not
extend beyond the other. He bore upon his breast the names of the
twelve tribes. He represented them in drawing near to God. He
offered sacrifices for their sins on the great day of atonement, and
for them he interceded, and for no others. The sacrifice and the
intercession went together. What was true of the Aaronic priests, is
true of Christ. The former, we are told, were the types of the latter.
Christ's functions as Priest are in like manner united. He intercedes
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for all for whom He offered Himself as a sacrifice. He Himself, however, says expressly, ' I pray not for the world, but for them which
'Thou hast given me ' (John xvii. 9). Him the Father heareth always,
and, therefore, He cannot be assumed to intercede for those who
do not actually receive the benefits of His redemption" (Systematic
Theology, Vol. n, p. 553).
2. Secondly, I would point out that Particular Redemption was
predicted in the Old Testament.
Who are they for whose transgressions Christ was wounded, for
whose iniquities He was bruised, and who are healed by His stripes ~
They are they who, convinced of their sins by the Holy Ghost, are
able feelingly to say, " All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned everyone to his own way." All such can go on to say, " The
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." In the same chapter
of Isaiah it is expressly said, "For the transgression of My people
was He stricken." The words" My people" refer primarily to God's
people Israel, but other parts of Scripture show that God has a people
among the Gentiles as well. Then, in the last verse of the prophecy
which we are considering we read, " He bare the sin of many." Why
" many," if the special and particular character of His work was not
pointed to ~ (Isa. liii. 5,' 6, 8, 12.)
3. Thirdly, I would point out that Particular Redemption is taught
in the New Testament.
Our Lord teaches it. He says, " I lay down My life for the sheep."
Who are the sheep ~ They are those whom the Father gave Him.
They are those who certainly and without doubt hear His voice and
follow Him. They are those to whom He gives eternal life, and who
shall never perish. But all are not Christ's sheep. Our Lord expressly
said to some, "Ye believe not, because ye are not of My sheep, as I said
unto you" (John x. 15, 16, 26-29).
Again, our Lord teaches us that He laid down His life for His friends,
and that His friends are His disciples, His Own people (John xv. 13-15).
Caiaphas was impelled to prophesy, "that Jesus should die for that
nation; and not for that nation only, but that He should gather
together in one the children of. God that were scattered abroad"
(John xi. 51, 52).
The Apostle Paul teaches us that Christ died for the Church.
He instructed the elders of the Church at Ephesus to "feed the
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His Own blood" (Acts
xx. 28).
He says, " Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it" (Ephes.
v. 25). So our Lord says, He came" to give His life a ransom fOT
many," and, " This is My blood oLthe new testament, which is shed
for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xx. 28; xxvi. 28). The
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews says, "Christ was once offered
to bear the sins of many" (Heb. ix. 28).
The frequent use of limiting expressions is surely remarkable, and
is certainly in harmony with the doctrine of Particular Redemption.
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Dr. Archibald A. Hodge says, "that every man familiar with the
usage common to all human languages with respect to general terms,
will acknowledge that particular and definite expressions must limit
the interpretation of the general ones, rather than the reverse"
(The Atonement, p. 391).
When we read "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law" (Gal. iii. 13), the "us" plainly refers to believers. So in all
similar passages. The habit of quoting language which was expressly
addressed to the Church of God in any given place, as though it applied
to the world at large, is greatly to be deprecated.
4. Fourthly, I would point out that the doctrine of Particular Redemption
is the great ground of assurance.
The apostle asks, " Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died" (Rom. viii. 33, 34). Why is there no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus? Is is not because Christ was
willingly condemned to death as their Substitute? He hath redeemed
them from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them. When
they are led and enabled by the Spirit to rely upon the merits of Christ
they are assured of forgiveness and eternal deliverance from merited
wrath, because Christ suffered the penalty of their sins in their room
and stead. But the doctrine of General Redemption teaches that
millions will have to suffer the penalty of their own sins, although
Christ Himself has already suffered the penalty. If that is so, the
believer is deprived of all assurance of salvation. The fact tha Chri
bore the penalty of his sins could give him no comfortable as urance
of salvation, if it were true that in spite of that, he might haye to
suffer the eternal penalty of his own sins. The late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon
said, " The doctrine of General Redemption-that Christ died for the
damned in hell, and suffered the torments of those who afterwards are
tormented for ever-seems to me to be detestable, subversive of the
whole Gospel, and destructive of the only pillar upon which our hopes
can be built. Christ stood in the stead of His elect; for them He
made a full atonement; for them He so suffered that not a sin of
theirs shall ever be laid at their door. As the Father's love embraced
them, so the death of His Son reconciled them. And who are these
that are thus redeemed from among men? They are those who
believe in Jesus Christ. This definition is not more simple than
conclusive to those to whom the work of the Spirit of God is
intelligible.
" If you do put your trust in Him, it is evident that Christ died for
you in a way and manner that He never died for Judas; He died for
you so vicariously, that the offences you have committed were imputed
to Him and not to you, therefore your sins are forgiven you. If you
trust Him you cannot be punished for your sins, for Christ was punished
for them. How can debts be demanded of you that were paid originally
by your Saviour? " (Sermon by Mr. C. H. Spurgeon on Matt. xxi. 10,
in Trumpet Calls to Christian Energy, pp. 15, 16.)
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In the language of Toplady, the believer can say,
"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

5. Fifthly, Particular Redemption was incorporated into all the later
Reformed Confessions, beginning with the Gallic Confession of 1576 and
ending with the Boston Confession of 1680.
The Westminster Confession was " adopted as the doctrinal Confession of all the Presbyterians and Independents of British descent in the
world." (Dr. A. A. Hodge in his work The Atonement, pp. 346 and 367.)
The Articles of the Church of England do not so unmistakably
insist on Particular Redemption as does the Westminster Confession
of Faith. Yet the teaching of the Articles and of the Prayer Book
is fully in harmony with that doctrine. The Seventeenth Article of
the Church of England says, " Predestination to life is the everlasting
purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations of the world were
laid) He hath constantly decreed by His counsel secret to us, to deliver
from curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of
mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels
made to honour." These words clearly imply Particular Redemption.
They teach that God hath chosen a people in Christ, that He hath
decreed to deliver them from curse and damnation, and to bring them
by Christ to everlasting salvation. Manifestly the chosen ones are to
be delivered or redeemed from condemnation through the special
redeeming work of Christ on their behalf. It is Christ their Redeemer
Who, having suffered for their sins, brings them eventually to the
enjoyment of everlasting salvation.
It is true that in the Thirty-first Article, and in the Consecration
Prayer in the Communion Service, language is used which might be
regarded as supporting the doctrine of General Redemption, but the
language thus used is virtually the language of Scripture, and may
be interpreted, as such expressions in Scripture may be interpreted,
in a limited sense. The doctrine of election logically involves the
doctrine of Particular Redemption. One of the special Collects of the
Prayer Book suggests Particular Redemption when it says, " Almighty
God, our heavenly Father, Who hast purchased to Thyself an Universal
Church by the precious blood of Thy dear Son." The first collect for
Good Friday limits redemption to God's family. The Catechism
limits the sanctifying and regenerating work of the Spirit to "the
elect people of God." The service for the ordination of presbyters
implies the doctrine of Particular Redemption when the Bishop,
addressing the candidates, instructs them that it will be their duty
"to teach, and to premonish, to feed and provide for the Lord's
family; to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for
His children who are in the midst of this naughty world, that they
may be saved through Christ for ever."
6. Sixthly, I would point out that some texts of Scripture seem to be
against the doctrine of Particular Redemption.
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The existence of such texts of Scripture prevent some servants of
God from accepting the doctrine of a limited atonement. It is our
duty to treat such men with Christian kindness and forbearance.
It is no less their duty to treat kindly godly men who feel impelled
by the general teaching of Scripture to hold the doctrine of Particular
Redemption.
With regard to these texts of Scripture, it should be remembered
that universal expressions are often used in a limited sense. For
example, the Apostle John says in one verse, " No man receiveth His
testimony," yet in the next verse he says, "He that hath received
His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true" (John iii. 32, 33).
A similar instance is found in Numbers xxvi. 64, 65. When Christ
said, " I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me,"
He evidently meant all men without distinction of class or race, not
all men without exception. When the Apostle Paul said, " Who gave
Himself a ransom for all," the context clearly allows the interpretation,
" A ransom for all without distinction of class or race," not a ransom
for all without exception.
The Apostle John says that Christ is "the propitiation for the
whole world." So He is. There is no other propitiation. He is
Divinely provided for the salvation of God's chosen people, Gentile
as well as Jew, scattered throughout the whole world.
The same apostle clearly uses the expression "the whole world"
in a limited sense. He says, " We know that we are of God, and the
whole world lieth in the wicked one" (1 John ii. 2; v. 19). "The
whole world" evidently in that passage means the world as distinguished
from the Church. The same apostle records that the Pharisees said,
" Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after
Him" (John xii. 19). Evidently the word" world" did not mean
all the people without exception who at that time inhabited the whole
earth. I feel, however, that only the Holy Spirit Himself can convince
any of His people of the special and particular character of Christ's
redeeming work. Those who hold the doctrines of grace should of
all men be the most humble; for they insist on the truth that we
have nothing that we did not receive. It is only as we are taught
of God that we can imbibe any spiritual truth. While holding firmly
therefore to these great doctrines, it is our duty to be kind and
tender towards those who have not as yet been brought to see them.
7. Finally, I would point out that particular redemption is a truth
which may be experimentally realized.
The Apostle Paul experienced its blessedness when he said, "Who
loved me and gave Himself for me?" (Gal. ii. 20.) Can you all say that,
dear friends? In vain will it be for us to hold any view of redemption
merely as an intellectual opinion. What we need is to realize, by
the Spirit's convicting power, that we are poor, lost, ruined, and helldeserving sinners, and that Christ in His infinite mercy hath been
revealed to us as the One Who hath loved us and washed us from
our sins in His Own blood. In conclusion, let me say that the doctrine
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of Particular Redemption rightly held should not and will not damp
or hinder our zeal in making known the Gospel to every creature.
This doctrine did not hinder the Apostle Paul from zealously, earnestly,
prayerfully, and lovingly proclaiming the Gospel of the grace of God to
Jews and Gentiles. It did not hinder Romaine in the eighteenth
century, from earnestly proclaiming the Gospel, in the hope that God
would use him as a means of gathering out some of His people. It
did not hinder the brothers Haldane from earnestly proclaiming the
Gospel in Scotland and elsewhere. It did not hinder the late Mr.
Spurgeon from similar zeal in preaching the Gospel of God's grace.
Neither should it hinder us. Our Master's orders are, " Preach the
Gospel to every creature." That is to say, we are to proclaim the
good tidings of a full, free and eternal forgiveness of sin to every
sinner who through Divine grace trusts in the blood and righteousness
of the Lord Jesus Christ. "To Him give all the prophets witness,
that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). "God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). These are not
Arminian texts, as some people would suggest. They are the inspire d
words of God the Holy Ghost.

THE WIRELESS AND CHURCH ATTENDANCE.
THE following conversation in substance took place recently one
Sunday evening after Church.
Minister (to a young man): "Where have you been to-day ~ "
Young Man: "0, I have been out."
Minister: "Out ~ Where have you been' out ' ~ "
Young Man: "0, I have been with a friend."
Minister: "And have you been to a Church ~ "
Young Man: "No, but I have heard a service."
Minister: "A service ~ How have you heard a service 1 "
Young Man: "On the wireless."
Minister: "On the wireless: That is the devil's substitute for
hearing the Gospel."
Young Man: "How do you make that out ~ "
Minister: . " The Gospel is rarely, if ever, preached on the wireless.
Besides, Our Lord says, 'Where two or three are gathered together
in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.' He promises His
presence to His people when they are gathered together in His Name.
He does not promise His presence when listening to the wireless.
Moreover, we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together."
Young Man: "What about the wireless in hospitals ~ "
Minister: "I know something about hospitals. I have often
preached the Gospel in the wards of hospitals. If the chaplains of
such places are real men of God, they, too, will preach the Gospel
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to the patients. The wireless rarely, if ever, brings the pure Gospel to
the hospitals. Well, I hope you will be at Church next Sunday."
With that the minister left the young man, feeling that many people
are deluded with the thought that they are worshipping God, when
they hear a service on the wireless. Such services generally, we fear,
consist of beautiful music by surpliced, unconverted choirs, prayers
intoned by an Anglo-Catholic or Modernist minister, and sermons of
the moral essay kind, or even sermons containing positive error.
Christian ministers and others need seriously to reflect on the evils
connected with the wireless. It is no doubt a marvellous invention,
but it has great dangers from a spiritual point of view. At least, that
is the view taken by the above-mentioned minister.
"OTHER SHEEP."
" OTHER sheep I have.' In this sentence, our Lord declares plainly
the approaching conversion of the Gentiles. The sheep He specially
died for were not merely the few believing Jews, but the elect Gentiles
also. They are the 'other sheep': 'this fold' means the Jewish
Church. It reads as though He would show the real measure and
size of His flock. It was one much larger than the Jewish nation,
of which the Scribes and Pharisees were so proud.
" Let it be noted here that our Lord uses the present tense. The
heathen sheep were as yet heathen, and not brought in: yet He says,
'I have them.' They were already given to Him in the eternal
counsels and foreknown from the beginning of the world. So it was
with the Corinthians before their conversion: 'I have much people
in this city' (Acts xviii. 10).
" Augustine remarks: 'They were yet without, among the Gentiles,
predestinated, not yet gathered in. These He knew Who had predestinated them: He knew Who had come to redeem them with the
shedding of His Own blood. He saw them who did not yet see
Him: He knew them who yet believed not in Him.' "-(Bishop
Ryle's " Expository Thoughts on St. John," pp. 221, 222.)
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
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VOLTAIRE versus A POOR WEAVER.
THE path to bliss abounds with many a snare,
Learning is one, and wit, however rare:
The Frenchman first in literary fame,
(Mention him if you please,-Voltaire? the same)
With spirit, genius, eloquence supplied,
Lived long, wrote much, laughed heartily, and died:
The Scripture was his jest-book, whence he drew
Ban mats to gall the Christian and the Jew:
An infidel in health, but what when sick?
Oh, then a text would touch him at the quick:
View him at Paris in his last career,
Surrounding throngs the demigod revere,
Exalted on his pedestal of pride,
And fumed with frankincense on every side,
He begs their flattery with his latest breath,
And smothered in't at last, is praised to death.
Yon cottager who weaves at her own door,
Pillow and bobbins all her little store,
Content though mean, and cheerful, if not gay,
Shuffiing her threads about the live-long day,
Just earns a scanty pittance, and at night
Lies down secure, her heart and pocket light;
She for her humble sphere by nature fit,
Has little understanding and no wit,
Receives no praise, but (though her lot be such,
Toilsome and indigent) she renders much;
Just knows, and knows' no more, her Bible true,
A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew,
And in that Charter reads, with sparkling eyes,
Her title to a treasure in the skies.
o happy peasant! 0 unhappy bard!
His the mere tinsel, hers the rich reward;
He praised perhaps for ages yet to come,
She never heard of half a mile from home;
He lost in errors his vain heart prefers,
She safe in the simplicity of hers.
COWPER'S

Truth.
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BROWN'S MUG.

NEAR the harbour in a seaside town in Cornwall, there is a shop that
sells Devonshire pottery. That is to say, one side of the shop; for
at the other side you can buy ices and chocolate and Cornish goodies
and all sorts of sweets, and there are little tables where you can eat
your ice, if you wish. But Miss Brown was not in search of eatables
when she opened the shop door one day in the summer holidays; her
eye had been caught by the window full of Devonshire ware-teapots
and plates, biscuit-barrels and cheese-dishes, jam jars and milk jugs,
all in the same rich creamy yellow, piped with dark brown, bearing
a picture on one side and a motto on the other. What Miss Brown
wanted was a tall mug or beaker with a handle to it; and when she
spoke to the assistant, the girl showed her three to choose from, all
the same except for the words. Miss Brown looked at them all, but
she did not take long to decide on one whose motto ran as follows:
" Gude things be scarce; take care of me." So the beaker was bought,
and Miss Brown wrapped it carefully in tissue paper, and put it in
her trunk, where it travelled safely more than a hundred miles before
it was unpacked and washed and brought into everyday use.
Miss Brown was amused at the motto, because as a matter of fact
only a year before she had bought a mug just like this one (all but
the words) at the very same shop, and after she had used it every
day for six or seven months, one day it slipped out of her hand, and
lay smashed to pieces on the ground. So the new motto came as a
warning-" Gude things be scarce; take care of me "-and Miss
Brown thought she must be more careful this time.
I suppose the" gude things" that the Devonshire mug referred to
were what we often call" the good things of this world," which usually
mean good food, nice clothes, and plenty of money to spend; and
certainly it is quite true, that for by far the greater number of people in
the world such things are scarce. But long before it is time for you to
leave school, you are old enougb to understand that real contentment
does not depend on the sort of clothes you wear, or the amount of money
your parents can spend on you. It often seems as if it does, but in your
inmost heart you know that there is something lacking. It is only
the good things of the kingdom of heaven which can satisfy the soul,
and there is no scarcity of them to the children of God. See what
Mary said when the angel Gabriel had told her of the coming of the
Lord Jesus. She praised God, and said, " He hath filled the hungry
with good things." I think Mary had often been sad and sorry because
of her sins; she felt that they separated her from the face of God,
and yet her soul hungered after righteousness. Blessed are all such
souls, for they shall be filled, as Mary was, with the good things of
salvation. It was the thought of her Saviour that made Mary say
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God had filled the hungry with good things. For when Jesus came
and fulfilled all His Father's law on earth, and shed His blood on the
cross at Calvary, His righteousness was counted to Mary as if it had
been her own, and by His death He bore the penalty that really
belonged to Mary; and so she was reconciled to God. It was in thus
looking by faith to her Saviour that she found her hungry soul filled
with good things. Are you hungering and thirsting for God, for the
living God ~ Jesus said, " He that cometh to Me shall never hunger;
and He that believeth on Me shall never thirst."
Hungry people do not just long for food; they search for it.
And so the hungry soul is the seeking soul. When the Spirit of God
makes boys or girls hungry for righteousness, He leads them to seek
the Lord by prayer, and by searching the Scriptures, and He promises
them good things. As the Psalmist says, " They that seek the Lord
shall not want any good thing." For" he that seeketh findeth," and
if you have found Christ, you have found everything. If the sheep
has the Shepherd, he needs nothing else, for the Shepherd will take
care of him and supply all his wants, leading him in green pastures
and by still waters, guarding him through the valley of the shadow
of death to the house of the Lord, where he will dwell for ever. For
the hungry and the seeking are those lost sheep whom the Lord Jesus
came to seek, and for whom He laid down His life.
If Christ has satisfied your hunger and filled you with good things,
you cannot help loving Him for the love He first showed you; and
to those that love God something better still is promised. Not only
are they filled with good things, but all the bad things that seem to be
against them are turned into good. All the troubles and trials, all
the losses and disappointments, all the sorrows and misfortunes, are
overruled for the good of God's children. Just as Joseph said to his
brothers, " Ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good,"
so to-day it is true that" all things work together for good to them
th?-t love God." That does not look like a scarcity of good things,
does it ~ "No good thing will He withhold from them that walk
uprightly"; and it is only beca se they are covered with Christ's
righteousness that the children of <!od can walk uprightly. "Abundant
in goodness!" "The riches of His goodness!" No, the motto on
the mug from Cornwall will not apply to the good things-of God.
DAMARIS.

" IF God gives us work to do, and fits us for it, and strengthens us in it,
that is enough."-William Carey.
" ALL our hopes must depend on the power and faithfulness of God.
All His promises were made with a full intention that they should be
fulfilled, and it is our duty to live by faith and to walk by faith. I hope
you will be enabled patiently to wait for the salvation of God."Carey to his son William.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the end of September we shall, if the Lord will,
close another year of labour in the mission work. Considering my
weak state of health and that I am always falling about, not stable
on my feet, it is truly wonderful and a tribute to the great mercy
of our Covenant God that I should be enabled to continue. "And
again they said, Alleluia." A Chaplain writes, "Many thanks for
parcel of books, which I received this morning. Shall be glad to
look at them myself before passing them on. I am still working
on-my one object is to bring the men to Christ. Night and morning
I remember you at the Throne of Grace, trusting that God will sustain
and keep you. Shall also value your prayers." Another writes, " My
best thanks for your most kind and welcome gift of tracts and booklets.
I assure you they will be put to profitable use. We much appreciate
this practical evidence of your sympathy and interest in our much
needed work." A missionary to seamen writes, "Many thanks for
your parcel of Gospel literature for our seamen. I was through Bristol
(which I know so well) fourteen days ago, 4 a.m., conveying a young
injured Dutchman on a stretcher to hospital at his home in Holland,
and calling at London on my return I saw a good sailor friend of mine,
fourteen years bedfast (a fractured spine) always patient." Messrs.
Marshall, Morgan & Scott, .Ltd., have written, "We thank you for
the copy of your report, in which we are most interested, having,
of course, some knowledge of the valuable work which you are carrying
on. It must be a great trial to you to be now confined to your house
as an invalid, but you have the encouragement of knowing that there
is still work for you to do, and we feel sure that you will find blessing
in it." Fresh help for the Book Mission Fund will be heartily welcomed.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4. August, 1936.

=======
" I HAVE just finished my reading of the Bible for 1783. It has been
a season of great teaching. I never went through it with more delight
or with more profit. My soul has found it more precious than gold,
and it is really sweeter than honey. But still I see much before me to
be learned and to be experienced. I do not doubt of the promise
being fulfilled in me (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34), but I am seeking and waiting
for its being engraven deeper in my heart, and more fairly copied out
in my life. Oh! that the Lord, the Spirit, may cast you and me into
the mould of the Word, that we may take the impression of every truth,
and receive it in the love of it."-Rev. W. Romaine, from Brislington,
Bristol.
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In JIilemotiam.
MR. SAMUEL EDGAR BIRD, OF IPSWICH.
ANOTHER of our valued readers has passed away from the Church
militant to the Church triumphant. On Saturday, July 18th, Mr.
Edgar Bird (as he usually signed himself) passed peacefully away at
his home, 33, Lower Brook Street, Ipswich. We have known him
for a great many years. Unexpectedly he stayed a week-end with
us at Whitington Vicarage, many years ago, and since that visit we
have preached once a year on a week-night at the Foundation Street
Schoolroom, in which for over twenty years he has been carrying on
a Sunday School and Sunday services. Two other of our esteemed
readers (Mr. E. J. Futter and Mr. C. E. Till) have assisted in this
work, and it has been a privilege to preach there on these annual
occasions, when friends who love the doctrines of grace have gathered
from long distances to hear the Word of God.
Our friendship for Mr. Bird deepened as we met and conversed
with him year by year. He loved the old truths of the Gospel and
simple Evangelical worship, and he was naturally out of sympathy
with many modern developments in teaching and in the manner of
conducting Church of England services.
A press cutting informs us that" Mr. Bird entered Barclays Bank,
Ltd., in 1877, and for about thirty years he was at the Princes Street
Branch, where he was cashier and then manager. He retired in 1922,
and was seventy-nine years of age at his death."
A large number of friends, including representatives of Barclays
Bank, were present at the funeral.
In a quiet way Mr. Bird sought to be a means of blessing to many
by distributing Gospel booklets. - On the occasion of our annual visit
collections were made for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. We
feel sure that many in Ipswich will feel keenly the removal of our
dear friend, though they will rejoice at the assurance that he is now
"with Christ, which is far better."
Our tender and prayerful sympathy is extended to his relatives,
especially to his two aged sisters who lived with him.
"Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love I
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above."
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SCRIPTURE ITS OWN BEST EXPOSITOR.
By BISHOP HORSLEY.
"IT should be a rule with everyone who would read the Holy
Scriptures with advantage and improvement, to compare every text
which may seem either important for the doctrine it may contain, or
remarkable for the turn of the expression, with the parallel passages
in other parts of Holy Writ; that is, with the passages in which the
subject matter is the same, the sense equivalent, or the turn of the
expression similar. . . . Particular diligence should be used in comparing the parallel texts of the Old and the New Testaments. . . . It
is incredible to anyone, who has not in some degree made the experiment, what a proficiency may be made in that knowledge which
maketh wise unto salvation, by studying the Scriptures in this manner,
without any other commentary or exposition than what the different
parts of the sacred volume mutually furnish for each other. I will
rwt scruple to assert, that the most illiterate Ohristian, if he can but read
his English Bible, and will take the pains to read it in this manner,
will not only attain all that practical krwwledge which is necessary to
his salvation, but, by God's blessing, he will become learned in e·verything
relating to his religion in such a degree that he will not be liable to be
misled either by the refined arguments, or by the false assertions, of those
who endeavour to engraft their own opinion upon the oracles of God.
He may safely be ignorant of all philosophy, except what is to be
learned from the sacred books, which indeed contain the highest
philosophy adapted to the lowest apprehensions. He may safely
remain ignorant of all history, except so much of the history of the
first ages of the Jewish and of the Christian Church as is to be gathered
from the canonical books of the Old and New Testament. Let him
study these in the manner I recommend, and let him never cease to
pray for the illumination of that Spirit by which these books were
dictated; and the whole compass of abstruse philosophy and recondite
history shall furnish no argument with which the perverse will of
man shall be able to shake this learned Ohristian's faith. The Bible
thus studied will indeed prove to be WHAT WE PROTESTANTS ESTEEM
IT, A CERTAIN AND SUFFICIENT RULE OF FAITH AND PRA.CTICE, a helmet
of salvation, which alone may quench the fiery darts of the wicked."(Quoted by Dean Goode in his Divine Rule of Faith and Practice,
Vol. II, pp. 475--476. Bishop Horsley died in 1806. He was successively Bishop of St. Davids, of Rochester, and of St. Asaph. He is
described as " a keen reasoner, sound scholar, and eloquent orator."
His testimony that the Bible is its own best expositor is very
valuable.-Editor of GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THERE are 1060 names of Pensioners on the books of the Society,
and the need of many of these in the time of old age is great. One
of the Almoners of the Society wrote recently of a visit paid to a
pensioner who had to go to Hospital for an operation. Although in
bed, she was, with the full consent of all the patients, in the habit
of reading a chapter of the Bible aloud, and the patients appreciated
her reading. The current Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the
late Mr. G. Patterson and items of interest in connection with the
Society.
The Anniversary of our Camberwell Home will (D.V.) be held on
Wednesday, Oct. 7th. There will be a service in the Chapel in the
afternoon and a public meeting in the evening.
Services are held at the Homes, for the benefit of the inmates, and
friends living in the locality of any of the Homes will be heartily
welcomed.

lLtebte\lll1 anb jtotire6 of 1500tl1.
THE SECOND ADVENT OF OUR LORD, NOT SECRET BUT IN MANIFESTED
GLORY. By B. W. Newton. Pp. 28. Price 2!d. post free.
(Mr. G. H. Fromow, 6, Cedars Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
The learned author of this pamphlet deals very ably and clearly
from the Scriptures with the subject of this well-got-up pamphlet.
Whatever views we may hold, the pamphlet is well worthy of careful
reading.
FELLOWSHIP. By W. Pritchard, of Bristol. Pp. 19. Price 2d. or
1/8 a dozen. (Mr. W. Pritchard, 17, Brentry Road, Fishponds,
Bristol.)
Without endorsing every expr~ssion in this pamphlet, we can say
that there is a great deal in it which is calculated to stimulate all true
saints of God to recognize each other as members of the one redeemed
family of God.
WHO WAS TYNDALE? By Gordon D. Savage. Price Id. (Church
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London,
W.C.2.)
Four hundred years ago on Oct. 6th Tyndale suffered death as a
martyr for the truth. In brief and simple language this pamphlet
answers the question, " Who was Tyndale ?" A hundred copies can
be obtained for 6/- for circulation amongst Sunday School teachers,
young men and young women, and people in general.
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BEYOND THE GRAVE. By W. Hoste, B.A. Pp. 79. Price 1/-.
(John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
The writer of this little book fully believes in the conscious and
present blessedness of all who die in the Lord, and the conscious and
present suffering of those who die unpardoned.
He firmly believes also in the Scriptural doctrine of eternal punishment
and rejects as wholly contrary to Scripture the doctrine of Conditional
Immortality. For all this we are very thankful. We regret, however,
to differ from the author on some other points.
He says, for example (p. 52) of" those who refuse to avail themselves
of the Divine remedy," that" God would have made them vessels of
mercy to display His grace," but" they have fitted themselves to
be vessels of wrath to display His judgments." This suggests that
God would have saved them, but they would not let Him. The
passage referred to in Romans ix. declares that" the vessels of mercy"
are "even us whom He hath called," and Romans (eighth chapter)
shows that all the called are previously predestinated. It follows
therefore that all the vessels of mercy are destined to be saved, because
of the Divine purpose. There is nothing to show that man can add
to their number through his own purpose. Rather are we told that
" as many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts xiii. 48),
and that" no man can come to Christ, except the Father which hath
sent Christ draw him" (John vi. 44). It seems clear to us that the
saved are saved as a result not of man's purpose, but" according to
God's Own purpose and grace" (2 Tim. i. 9).
We also feel constrained to differ from the author in his view that
the sheep and the goats in Matthew xxv. represent the living nations.
We prefer the view that they represent the professing Church.
We have received WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? By John J. Newport.
Pp. 16. Price 2d.; postage id. To be had from The Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.
ONE FLOCK.
"CHRIST'S universal Church is a mighty company, of which the
members may be found in many different visible Churches, or
ecclesiastical 'folds': but it composes one 'flock.' There is only
'one Holy Catholic Church,' which is the blessed company of all
faithful people; but there are many various visible Churches. . . .
Though differing in various points, such as government or ceremonies,
true believers are all sheep of one flock, and all look up to the one
Saviour and Shepherd. It will be more completely fulfilled at Christ's
second coming: then shall be exhibited to the world one glorious
Church under one glorious Head. In the view of this promise unity
with all true Christians should be sought and striven for by every
true sheep."-(Bishop Ryle's" Expository Thoughts onSt. John," p. 223.}
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