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GOD SHINING IN OUR HEARTS.
" For GOD, Who commanded the light to shine out 01 darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light 01 the knowledge 01 the glory
01 GOD in the lace 01 JESUS CHRIST."-2 CORINTHIANS iv. 6.

WHEN the apostle wrote these words he evidently had in mind
the record of creation given in the first chapter of Genesis. He
believed that record. It presented no difficulty to him, nor
should it to us. We can never make a mistake in treating
the Old Testament narratives as our LORD and His apostles
treated them. The apostle read that "GOD said, Let there be
light: and there was light." The darkness that covered the face
of the deep vanished when the Divine word of power was spoken.
In like manner the apostle says, "GOD, Who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of GOD in the face of JESUS
CHRIST." The apostle seems to be speaking specially of the
spiritual experience of himself and his fellow labourers, SilvaBus
and Timotheus. Into their dark hearts had GOD in mercy shone
that they might preach the light of GOD'S truth to others. (See
2 Cor. i. 19; iv. 1-6.)
What was true, however, of their experience is also true of
the experience of all GOD'S people. In them GOD has shined, and
from spiritual darkness He has delivered them. Moreover, their
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experIence is the experience of all others whom GOD turns from
darkness to light. The words of the apostle thus describe GOD'S
gracious work in the hearts of all His chosen people.
1. Notice, then, that GOD shines into dark hearts.
"Darkness covered the face of the deep" when GOD "commanded the light to shine out of darkness," and spiritual darkness
covers men in their natural state. They are described as "them
that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death." They are in
the darkness of sin and death. They need to be turned "from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto GOD." They
have" the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life
of GOD through the ignorance that is in them." They are dark
in mind and dead in sin.
When, however, GOD in mercy and grace shines into their hearts,
they are" delivered from the pow~r of darkness." They are called
"out of darkness into His marvellous light." Then, whereas
before they" were sometimes darkness," now are they" light in
the LORD." (See Luke i. 79; Acts xxvi. 18; Col. i. 13; 1 Peter
ii. 9; Eph. iv. 18; v. 8.)
Here we have one aspect of the mighty change which GOD effects
in poor sinners such as we are. The language used clearly indicates
the darkness, ignorance, dead condition, and bondage in which
we are enveloped and held. It indicates, too, the sovereignty of
GOD in the deliverance He effects. All men are not turned from
darkness to light. All men are not "called out of darkness into
His marvellous light." We who have experienced this great and
mighty change may well ask, "Why me ~ "
" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room;
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come ~
" 'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced us in;
Else we had still refused to taste,
And perish'd in our sin."
(Watts.)
How humble we need to be when we remember that we are
not a whit better than others. Steeped in spiritual darkness we
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were, and steeped in darkness we should still be, had it not been
for the electing grace of GOD.
Only by the grace of GOD we are what we are. Mysterious
though the ways of GOD are, let us humbly fall at His feet and
adore Him for His unmerited grace to us.
2. Secondly, GOD shines into helpless hearts.
When darkness covered the face of the deep it required an outside power to disperse it. Spiritual darkness cannot disperse
itself. The spiritually dead are helpless, and the apostle tells us
that those who have the understanding darkened are "alienated
from the life of GOD." They are therefore in an absolutely helpless condition. GOD alone can give them life and light. When
therefore He shines into the hearts of sinners, He shines into
hearts that are absolutely helpless to enlighten themselves. He
alone can deliver from the power of spiritual darkness. When
He says in reference to a sinner, " Let there be light," the darkness
vanishes, and the sinner becomes "light in the LORD." Such
sinners become "the children of light, and the children of the
day" (1 Thess. v. 5).
Art thou in the light? Thank GOD for it. Give Him the sole
glory. You would still have been in darkness had He not in
mercy shined into thy heart.
3. Thirdly, GOD shines into hearts tor their own benefit.
Those who are turned from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto GOD, receive two great blessings. First, they
"receive forgiveness of sins." GOD in mercy blots out all their
transgressions. He says, "Their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more." This is one of the great blessings promised
in the new Covenant, and it was secured by the shedding of the
COVENANTER'S blood. He shed His blood for many-the blood of
the new Covenant--for the remission of sins. When sin is remitted
the sinner is delivered from all the penalty which his sin deserves.
There is no longer danger of condemnation.
The second great blessing is that the sinner becomes an inheritor,
among the sanctified, of the heavenly inheritance.
Both these blessings are bestowed on those who have faith in
CHRIST. (See Acts xxvi. 18; Heb. viii. 12; Matt. xxvi. 28.)
Thus great Gospel blessings are bestowed on those in whose
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hearts GOD has graciously shined. They are translated into the
kingdom of GOD'S dear SON and become heirs of the kingdom
which GOD hath promised to them that love Him.
4. Lastly, GOD shines into the hearts of sinners that they may be
a blessing to others.
" GOD hath shined in our hearts, to give (that we may give) the
light of the knowledge of the glory of GOD in the face of JESUS
CHRIST." The glory of GoD'S grace, His mercy, and His power is
unknown to millions of our race. The god of this world hath
blinded their minds, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of CHRIST
should shine unto them. Immense numbers are in gross spiritual
darkness. They are ignorant of GoD and of CHRIST. They have
never seen a page of that book which is a lamp unto the feet of
GoD'S people and a light unto their path. The apostle says that
GoD had revealed His SON in him and called him by His grace,
that he might preach Him among the heathen. He felt it a great
privilege that unto him was grace given that he might preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of CHRIST. (See
Gal. i. 15, 16; Eph. iii. 8.)
With great energy and zeal the apostle preached CHRIST and
sought to disseminate the light of the Gospel. The early Christians
" went everywhere preaching the word" (Acts viii. 4). Our LORD
has bidden His Church to go into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature. The question may well be asked :" Can we, whose souls are lighted
With wisdom from on high,
Can we to men benighted,
The lamp of life deny?
Salvation, oh! salvation,
The joyful sound proclaim;
Till each remotest nation
Has learnt Messiah's name."

(Beber.)

It is perfectly true that we cannot give life to the dead, nor
can we disperse the darkness of sin, idolatry, and error in which
the great majority are sitting, and in which they are enveloped.
But, as in apostolic days, GOD shone in the dark hearts of Jew and
Gentile when the Gospel was preached, so we may expect Him
to put forth the like power to-day, to gather out His people and
accomplish the number of His elect.
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A real responsibility rests upon the people of GOD to obey our
LORD'S command to preach the Gospel to every creature. They
are to be His witnesses in Jerusalem and in all J udea, and in
Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth. Either in person
or by deputy this command is to be obeyed.
The self-denial, hardships, discomforts, and trials of those who
go out into the dark places of the earth for this object should
be more or less shared by those at home. Think of all the trials
and hardships which the Apostle Paul endured in carrying out
His MASTER'S command. What are we doing in this matter 1
Are we allowing ourselves to indulge unduly in luxuries and comforts
at home and failing to give largely and liberally for the spread of
the Gospel in those lands where millions are steeped in the darkness
of idolatry, ignorance, and sin 1 Our prayer, surely, should be :" Thou, Whose almighty word
Chaos and darkness heard,
And took their flight:
Hear us, we humbly pray,
And where the Gospel'S day,
Sheds not its glorious ray,
'Let there be light.'''
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

ERROR ON JUSTIFICATION THE ROOT OF ALL
OTHER ERRORS.
" EMBRACE the answer of Rome, and you have essential Romanism ;
carry out the principle and you will have developed Romanism in
the whole of its maze and mystery. Embrace the answer of St. Paul,
and you strike Romanism to the heart; so that, whatever its ramifications, they must all die and pass away. It is this Romish doctrine
of Justification that gives value to indulgences; need to purgatory;
use to the sacrament of penance; motive to the invocation of saints;
credit to the Papal treasury of superogatory merits; that makes
auricular confession tolerable, and all the vain inventions of meritorious
will-worship, precious. Next comes devices for the defence of these,
and hence the Romish doctrine of tradition and of infallibility and
of implicit faith."-(Bishop McIlvaine's "Righteousness by Faith,"
p. 45.)
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THE REST, DELIVERANCE, AND BLESSEDNESS
OF THE SAINTS.
" And to you who are troubled rest with· us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of His power,. when He shall come to be glorified
in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because
our testimony among you was believed) in that day."-2 THESSALONIANS i. 7-10.

THESE words of the inspired apostle were evidently written to the
saints at Thessalonica to comfort their hearts. Persecution and
tribulation had been their portion, more or less, from the very
beginning of their spiritual history. They" received the word in
much affiiction." The apostle had sent Timothy to establish and
to comfort them concerning their faith, and to remind them that
affiiction and persecution was their appointed portion (1 Thess.
i. 6; iii. 2-4).
It is evident thatJtheir persecutions and tribulations were severe,
but they had been enabled patiently and trustfully to bear them.
To cheer them, however, the apostle wrote to them, telling them
that" it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation
to them that trouble you." Moreover, it is also a righteous thing
with God to recompense rest or relief from trouble to His tried
and persecuted people. This is the great theme of the passage
we have selected for our consideration (2 Thess. i. 4-7). The
passage is full of important and solemn teaching, and our desire
is to unfold it simply, clearly, and Scripturally, with the prayer
that the exposition may be a means of help and blessing to our
readers.
1. First, let us notice that the Lord's people are a troubled people.
The apostle says to the Thessalonian saints, "To you who are
troubled." The form of trouble to which he refers is that of
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persecution. He speaks of " all your persecutions and tribulations
that ye endure" (verse 4).
Now we need to realize that if we are indeed the Lord's people
persecution for Christ's sake will, more or less, always be our
portion. Our Lord Himself warned His people of this. Abel was
persecuted. The prophets were persecuted. Our Lord Himself
was persecuted even unto death, and the apostles and early
Christians had to suffer great persecution. (See our Lord's teaching in Luke vi. 22, 23; John x;vi. 1-4.) He told His disciples
that" in the world ye shall have tribulation" (John xvi. 33).
The Apostle Paul said that "we must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts xiv. 22). He himself found
that" bonds and afflictions" awaited him (Acts xx. 23). He told
Timothy that " all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution" (2 Tim. ii. 12).
Some Christians may escape a measure of persecution through
compromise. That is a sad blot on their characters. By God's
grace we should seek to be so faithful to Christ, and to Hiil cause,
and His truth, that though our faithfulness will bring suffering,
loss, loneliness, and rejection, we shall still go forth unto Him
without the camp courageously and humbly bearing His reproach.
o that the Lord's people were more like Daniel, Jeremiah, Micaiah,
and the three young men who were willing to be cast into the
burning fiery furnace rather than commit the awful sin of
idolatry.
It is plain beyond the shadow of a doubt that in proportion to
our faithfulness and loyalty to Christ and His Word, will be our
suffering for His sake. We should, of course, be careful to be
humble and meek in the stand that we take, but we need also to
be firm as a rock. Moreover, e have reason to deplore our
spiritual state if all men are speaking well of us.
2. Secondly, notice the troubles and persecutions of God's people
terminate when they go to be with Christ.
This is not mentioned in the passage we are considering, but
other Scriptures show it is true.
Our Lord says, "Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do" (Luke xii. 4). Cain
killed Abel, but he could not do anything more when he had slain
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him. Stephen's body was killed, but his murderers could not
touch his redeemed spirit.
So, when the Lord's people die, they are delivered from the
power of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Their persecutions
terminate. Absent from the body they are present with the
Lord in heaven. They are in blessedness. They are comforted.
They are with Christ which is far better than their experiences
here-very far better.
3. Thirdly, the Divine recompense of rest or relief from persecution
and tribulation will be more manifestly and publicly demonstrated
when the Lord is revealed from heaven.
"To you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven." The" rest" or relief from persecution promised by the inspired apostle will be enjoyed by the
Thessalonian saints, and by Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy also.
The apostle and his fellow-labourers also suffered persecution, and
the promised rest or relief will be enjoyed by them as well as by
the saints at Thessalonica. But the apostle doubtless had in
mind the whole Church of God when he penned these words. He
was referring to a blessedness which was to be the portion of all
the saints of God from the beginning right up to the time of
Christ's revelation from heaven. Hence in verse 10 he uses the
words, "When He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and
to be admired in all them that believe."
Here, then, is a promise given to the whole Church in its
corporate capacity. Tribulation is the appointed portion of its
members right on to the time of the Lord's revelation from heaven,
but then it will terminate. Then rest and relief will be their
portion. Those who suffer with Christ will be glorified together
with Him. "If we suffer we shall also reign with Him" (2 Tim.
ii. 12). "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before
you" (Matt. v. 11, 12).
The words, "When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven," may be more literally translated by the words, " At the
revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven." The word translated
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"revelation," means" an uncovering." At present the Lord Jesus
is hidden from our view. He has" gone into heaven, and is on
the righ.t hand of God." We cannot see Him. But He is to be
uncovered, so that every eye shall see Him. He is to be revealed
to human vision. He will be revealed from heaven. "This same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11).
So said the two angels to the apostles who were looking steadfastly
toward heaven as He went up. Our Lord is now in heaven and
the Father has said to Him, "Sit Thou at My right hand, until
I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." Hence" the heaven must
receive (Him) until the times of restitution of all things" (Ps.
ex. 1; Acts iii. 21). He Himself, while sitting on the right hand
of God, is "expecting till His enemies be made His footstool"
(Heb. x. 13).
His people also are expecting the moment to arrive when He
will "descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God" (1 Thess. iv. 16). Their
"conversation is in heaven,. from whence also they look for the
Saviour" (Phil. iii. 20).
They look for His revelation from heaven. The apostle commended the Corinthians because that was their attitude and
expectation. He says, "Ye come behind in no gift; waiting for
the coming (literally, the revelation) of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(1 Cor. i. 7). They knew He was to remain in heaven until His
enemies were made His footstool, but that did not hinder them
them from looking forward to His revelation from heaven when
the fulness of the time had come.
It is deeply instructive to notice that the revelation of the Lord
Jesus from heaven is one of the ways in which His promised second
coming is spoken of. The Apostle Peter uses the word three times
of this glorious and great event. He says, "Now for a season, if
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations; that the
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing (literally, the revelation)
of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i. 7). In view of that revelation he says,
"Ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." Later on,

378

The Gospel Magazine

in the same chapter (verse 13), the same apostle says, "Gird up
the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ."
The revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven is thus the great
object of our hope. Then it is that more and eternal grace.
favour, and blessing will be the portion of the redeemed. Then
and not before.
The circumstances of the saints to whom Peter wrote were very
similar to the circumstances of the saints in Thessalonica to whom
Paul wrote. Hence he says, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers
of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed
(literally, that, at the revelation of His glory), ye may be glad also
with exceeding joy" (1 Peter iv. 12, 13). Thus the rest and relief
from persecution, and the consequent joy and gladness will be the
portion of the Church in its corporate capacity at the revelation
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Until He is revealed from heaven, the elect people of God will
be partakers, more or less, of Christ's sufferings. They will be
despised and rejected of men. They will be persecuted for Christ's
sake. The intensity of the persecutions for Christ's sake have
varied considerably in the history of the Church. Sometimes they
have been awful in the extreme. Sometimes there has been a
time of comparative relief. But always there has been the hatred
of the world, and the rejection more or less fully of the true,
faithful, loyal, and out and out servants of God.
When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, however,
the promised rest and relief shall be their everlasting portion.
It will then be seen that it is a righteous thing with God to recompense rest to His tried and troubled people. Then, indeed, great
will be their reward in heaven.
4. Notice lastly, the detailed particulars which are given concerning
the revelation of the Lord from heaven.
a. He will be revealed" with His mighty angels." Literally, He
will be revealed" with the angels of His power."
The power is His, but He will use the angels to display it.
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When He comes, " all the holy angels" will be with Him. (See
Matt. xxv. 31; Luke ix. 26.) We cannot imagine what a magnificent sight it will be when He descends from heaven accompanied
by myriads of angelic beings.
Angelic beings will be used by Him to separate the tares from
the wheat. He" shall send forth His angels, and they shall gather
out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them which do
iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth" (Matt. xiii. 41, 42).
These are intensely solemn words. Awful, indeed, will then be
the portion of mere professors, "the children of the wicked one."
o that none of our readers may be found amongst those who have
a name to live and yet are spiritually dead.
The Lord will also make use of "the angels of His power" on
behalf of His true people. "He shall send His angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." "Then
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father." (See Matt. xxiv. 31; xiii. 43.) All the elect people of
God will then be gathered together to enter upon the resurrection
and eternal blessedness of the people of God.
b. He will be revealed" in flaming fire."
The Lord appeared to Moses" in a flame of fire out of the midst
of a bush" (Exod. iii. 2). He descended on to Mount Sinai" in
fire" (Exod. xix. 18). The expression may denote that He is a
God of judgment. "Our God," we read, "is a consuming fire"
(Heb. xii. 29). We read of" judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries" tHeb. x. 27). We read of a day
coming" that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, y.ea, and
all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts" (Mal. iv. 1).
When John saw the Lord in vision at Patmos he wrote, "His
eyes were as a flame of fire," and when later he saw Him coming
forth to tread "the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God," he again wrote, "His eyes were as a flame of
fire" (Rev. i. 14; ii. 18; xix. 12, 15).
All things will be naked and opened to His eyes when He is
revealed from heaven. He will be able infallibly to distinguish
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between His real people and mere professors. Those without the
wedding garment of His righteousness will be at once seen and
dealt with. So, when He is revealed, He will know who are His
believing people, and who they are who know not God and obey
not the Gospel.
c. He will be re;vealed "taking vengeance."
This is a very solemn statement, but we dare not pass it over.
Our Lord Himself said, "Shall not God avenge His own elect,
which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with
them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily" (Luke
xviii. 7, 8).
When our Lord is revealed from heaven He will take vengeance
or render punishment, "on them that know not God." This may
refer to idolaters. We read of "the Gentiles which know not God,"
who were manifestly idolaters (1 Thess. iv. 5).
The Galatian Christians were formerly idolaters, and the apostle
says to them, " Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service
unto them which by nature are no gods" (Gal. iv. 8).
This Second Epistle to the Thessalonians fixes special attention
on "that man of sin . . . the son of perdition." The description
which the apostle gives of this person indicates that he is one
who knows not God; for he " opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, showing Himself that he is God"
(2 Thess. ii. 3, 4). This awful man is evidently in a pre-eminent
degree an enemy of God. In fact, he claims to be God, and so
claims to be an object of worship. Clearly, then, he is one who
knows not God. Those who know the Lord are His people-His
'regenerated and justified people. (See Jer. xxxi. 33, 34.) This
man is a wicked person, in open rebellion against the only living
and true God. On him the Lord will take vengeance when He
is revealed from heaven. Hence the apostle says, "Whom the
Lord shall consume with the Spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of His coming." The coming of this man is
" after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness, in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them
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strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they all
might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness" (2 Thess. ii. 8-12).
This man of sin, whoever he is, and the people whom he deceives,
shall all suffer punishment when the Lord is revealed from heaven.
They know not God and upon them He will render vengeance.
They all shall be damned. Solemn and awful words setting forth
the terrible judgement which the Lord will visit upon them when
He comes again.
Then, He will take vengeance on them " that obey not the Gospel
of our Lord Jesu Ohrist." These words may refer to another
class of persons. Large numbers of people have heard the Gospel
and yet have not been influenced by its teachings. Some have
heard the truth from the lips of Christ Himself. They are able
to say, "Thou hast taught in our streets," yet He will say to
them, "I know you not whence ye are; depart from Me, all ye
workers of iniquity" (Luke xii. 26, 27). Some have sat long
under a faithful minister of the Gospel, but they have not been
savingly affected by the Gospel which they regularly heard. The
Gospel of peace has been proclaimed, glad tidings of good things
have been made known, "But they have not all obeyed the
Gospel." Isaiah had reference to this rejection of Christ and His
Gospel when he wrote, "Lord, who hath believed our report? "
(Rom. x. 15, 16).
o how solemn it is to think that multitudes who have had the
great privilege of hearing the pure Gospel of the grace of God,
have remained spiritually dead. They are amongst those" that
obey not the Gospel of our Lord·Jesus Christ."
All such-awfully solemn fact-" shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of His power."
The words "everlasting destruction," may be explained as
" the loss of a life of blessedness after death, future misery." In
Matthew xxv. 46 our Lord speaks of those on His left hand going
away" into everlasting punishment," and He represents Himself
as saying unto them, "Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." Thus they
are excluded "from His presence," literally, "from His face."
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Then it will be fully demonstrated that" the face of the Lord is
against them that do evil" (1 Peter iii. 12).
The same people will be excluded" from the glory of His power."
This may mean" from the enjoyment of His glory." The saints
will" see His face." They shall be in His presence. They shall
behold and share His glory, but the others will be excluded from
God's" eternal glory." (See Ps. xvi. 11; xvii. 15; Rev. xxii. 4 ;
John xvii. 22, 24; Col. iii. 4; 1 Peter v. 10.)
d. He will be revealed from heaven "to be glorified in His
saints."
To understand this expression we may refer to a similar expression
which occurs in the Septuagint version of the Old Testament.
The Lord said to Moses, "I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that
he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh,
and upon all his host." The Greek is, " I will be glorified in Pharaoh
and in his army." How was God glorified in Pharaoh and his
host? By his overthrow of them in the Red Sea. That is, what
He did to Pharaoh and his host, redounded to the Divine glory.
Now when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven, the blessedness which He will bestow upon His saints will redound to His
glory. Already He is glorified in what He has done for His
regenerated people (see John xvii. 10). But there is more to
follow. The saints are to appear with Him in glory. They are
to behold His glory. They are to be raised in glory. He will
fashion their bodies like" the body of His glory."
We cannot realize what all this will mean till we experience
it. But it will thus be true that He will "be glorified in His
saints." Not to them, but to Him will be the glory for all the
glory and blessedness which He will bestow upon them. (See
Col. iii. 4; John xvii. 24; Rom. viii. 17, 18; 1 Cor. xv. 43;
Phil. iii. 21.) Their glorification will redound to His glory.
e. He will be revealed from heaven to be "admired in all them
that believe."
The word translated" to be admired," means" to be marvelled
at," "to be wondered at," "to be had in admiration." The
thought is that the blessed condition of believers when they are
raised or changed when the Lord comes, will be such as to call
forth wonder and admiration from others. Fausset says, "With
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wonder all celestial intelligences (Eph. iii. 10) shall admire the
the Redeemer, because of the glory He has wrought in them that
believed during their earthly probation."
Certainly all the holy angels will be with Christ when He comes,
and they will see the innumerable multitude of His redeemed
people in their glorified state, and will, no doubt, be filled with
admiration at the Redeemer for all the grace and mercy He has
bestowed on His redeemed people.
We are, however, inclined to think that the wonder and admiration will not be confined to angelic beings. Will not the saints
themselves be filled with admiration for their Lord for all that He
has done for them ~ Will they not marvel that His grace should
have been extended to such sinners as they ~ Probably, some of
the saints will not only admire their Lord for what He has done
for them, but also for what His rich and abounding grace has
done for others. They will see sinners then in a glorified state
whom probably they never expected to see in that state, and
they will be "lost in wonder, love, and praise."
Let it be noted, in conclusion, that this passage teaches that
at the coming or revelation of the Lord from heaven He will deal
both with them that know not God and obey not the Gospel,
and also with the saints.
What an infinite mercy, dear readers, it will be if we are all
amongst the glorified saints when the Lord is revealed from heaven.
THE EDITOR.

INCOMPARABLE GLORY.
ARCHBISHOP USHER says, "When Peter saw Moses and Elias with
Christ in His transfiguration, though he had but a glimpse of glory,
yet he says, 'It is good for us to be here.' But, oh! how infinitely
good will it be to be in: heaven. How shall we then be rapt up with
glory, when we shall be for ever with the Lord."
TOPLADY says,
" If such the sweetness of the stream,
What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee ~ "
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Yea, in the day of Thy judgments, 0 Lord, have we waited for Thee;
the desire of our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance of
Thee."-IsAIAH xxvi. 8.

How unutterably sweet is the fellowship and communion with the
saints! The greatest privilege on earth, next to a Gospel ministry.
As two friends in God sat together on a lovely morning in June,
on a sheltered terrace, with beautiful and majestic trees around,
sweeping lawns and flower-bedecked beds in all their exquisite beauty,
declaring the handiwork of the great Creator, and in the near distance
the dark pine trees, between whose branches the bright blue sea
could be seen, the elder friend enlarged upon parts of Holy Scripture
upon which the heart had been pondering, and thus the hearts were
enlarged as they searched into the inexhaustible mine of wealth which
ever reveals Him Who is the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and
the End thereof. It is on such occasions that the children of God,
even in these last days, realize a little of the joy and heart-burn of
those two disciples on the Emmaus road as "Jesus Himself drew near
and went with them."
The Lord always hearkens and hears them that speak one to another
of Him Whom their souls love and desire, and He leaves an unmistakable blessing behind Him on every favoured visit, and each blessing
redounds to His glory as the favoured soul is set longing for the fulfilment of His own promise, "I will see you again, and your heart
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you."
Such is the posture of soul in the text selected for our present meditation. "The desire of our soul is to Thy Name and to the remembrance
of Thee." It is waiting for and waiting only upon God, living and
unsought desires are reaching out after His Name; the hand of faith
is stretched out towards the living God; seeking early, crying out,
humbly lying at the footstool of Divine mercy; pleading for a renewal
of favour and fresh token of His love. It is and should be the state
of every living soul who is " looking for that blessed hope and the
glorious appearing of the great God and Saviour." "Even now,
as in a glass, darkly let Thy glory pass," the saintly McCheyne sang.
For if we have a living hope and inwrought expectations of the future
blessedness, we cannot but seek more and more the grace which alone
enables us to live looking for it; to live, as seeing Him by faith Who
is invisible; to know daily that sweet and sacred communion with
the Beloved of our souls, and thus to know, however impartially
and remotely, until we lay these sinful bodies down, that we shall
then change our place, but not our company.
Oh, beloved, the new creation in Christ Jesus calls you and me
to "come out and be separate from the world, and touch not the
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unclean thing," but to seek to have" our conversation III Heaven,
whence also we look for the Saviour." We are called to testify,
by godly separatedness and grace-constrained consistency of life,
and walk, and conversation, that we are not of the world, but have
been bought with a price. Wherefore we would live to glorify Him
Who has done and given all for us !
The chapter before us sets out with a song, and that song which
is like none other-the Song of Salvation. Of" that day," all the
Old Testament saints sang their psalm of praise. They saw it " afar
off " in types and shadows. They searched diligently. They embraced
the promises; and confessed thereby to their being but strangers
and pilgrims upon the earth, declaring that they sought a better
and heavenly country, and they died in the faith of it. Nevertheless,
they each sang in their day and generation the Song of Salvation
which God would appoint, and of the gates into which the righteous
should enter, whose names were among the living in the Heavenly
Jerusalem.
What a strong word is that which opens our verse! "Yea!"
It seems to speak of something quite out of ourselves. It is a Divine
oath, and belongs to Him Who cannot lie nor alter the thing that
has passed His Holy lips. How sublimely Moses, under Divine
inspiration, declares it! "Yea, He loved the people" (Deut. xxxiii. 3),
the echo of which we find breathed by the all-gracious, all-condescending
Lord Himself in Jeremiah's prophecy-CC Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-kindness have I
drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
The Incarnate Word Himself uses it (Matt. xxi. 16), where we
read, "Jesus saith unto them, Yea, have ye never read, Out of the
mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?" And
the great apostle of the Gentiles sums it up most blessedly as the
truth is in Jesus: "For all the promises of God in Him are yea and
in Him Amen unto the glory of God by us" (2 Cor. i. 20).
" Yea, in the way of Thy judgments, 0 Lord, have we waited for
Thee." The heavy judgments which in all ages are meted out
righteously to peoples and nations -are to bring them to acknowledge
that there is a God Who ruleth on high, and that righteousness exalteth
a nation, and that their guilty departure from Him is their downfall
and ruin. But, as we remarked, our chapter sets out with a song
of Gospel gladness, and one is inclined to follow up the thought that
" the way of Thy judgments" spoken of in our text is directed toward
that Gospel Day when the precious Saviour and Redeemer should
be set up on high; made sin Who knew no sin; fulfil the law's requirements to the utmost length and breadth; satisfy Divine justice
and bring in everlasting righteousness for His blood-bought people,
who had" nothing to pay," and who otherwise, failing in one point
of the righteous law, would be brought in guilty of all. "Yea, in
the day of thy judgments, 0 Lord, have we waited for Thee "-waited
expresses obedience, submission, expectation.
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For Thee sets forth the Great Object and Only Satisfying Portion
of the soul taught of God, that "none but Jesus can do helpless
sinners good." Only that spotless, pure, holy, unsullied Righteousness
of Him could keep and fulfil the law of God and He did that for elect
sinners who could in no wise help themselves.
The desire of our soul. Ah! that is living, vital, heaven-born
in the heart of every soul born from above and kept for the Heavenly
Kingdom. It is the breathing out after a precious Christ; it is the
acknowledgement that" Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want." "All my
hope hangs upon Thee and what Thou hast wrought out for me on
Calvary." "The desire of our soul is to Thy Name and to the remembrance of Thee." Oh, pardon, my fellow-sinner, the greatness of
this theme: the blessedness of the hope that you and I by grace
are entitled to. What a privilege to have a desire, a thought toward
His precious, all-prevailing Name, that Name which the Father gave
Him when He so highly exalted His all-worthy Son. It is a thricesacred privilege that we should have any desire to lisp it with our
sin-polluted lips! Truly we can never weary of singing, "How
sweet the Name of Jesus sounds," and directing our song still further
to sing, "Dear Name, the Rock on which I build, my shield and
Hiding Place"! Thus, with their hearts fired with love to Him,
and feeling all too poor, too inadequate their expression of that love,
His children, as we said at the commencement of our little meditation,
find their mutual joy in speaking one to another of their Beloved,
and in holy desires to exalt a precious Christ in their converse, and
in glorifying Him by speaking well of His dear Name.
It was so with the sweet Psalmist of Israel, who cried, " 0 God,
Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee; my soul thirsteth for
Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee, in a dry and thirsty land, where
no water is" (Ps. lxiii. 1). That thirsting after the living God would
take no refusal. It was heavenly-created thirst, and hence David
could confidently affirm, " Delight thyself in the Lord; and He shall
give thee the desires of thine heart" (Ps. xxxvii. 4).
And oh, if you and I, beloved fellow-believer, can, by the power
and inwrought teaching of the Holy Spirit say that "the desire of
our soul is to Thy Name and to the remembrance of Thee," it is because
" His desire," as said the Shulamite, "is toward me" (Song of Sol.
vii. 11). His love constraineth, His own grace keeps alive the work
Divinely inwrought in the soul, and though we may be weary and
discouraged at long delays, yet the promise shall hold good. God
cannot and will not deny Himself. Although" hope deferred maketh
the heart sick," yet, "when the desire cometh it is a tree of life"
(Prov. xiii. 12), and " The desire of the righteous shall be granted"
(Prov. x. 24).
Thrice blessed shall be the ultimate portion of every saint wh()
has waited for· Him in living desires of the soul!
"Blessed are all they that wait for Him."-(Isa. xxx. 18).
R.
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Sermons:s anll N otes:s of Setmons:s.
THE GOD OF GRACE AND OF PROVIDENCE.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON MAy 5TH, 1901.

" Tlwu preparest them corn, when Thou hast so provided for it."PSALM lxv., part of verse 9.
WE may with confidence say, dear friends, that all the ways of the
Lord are prepared ways. Our text speaks of the prepared corn,
and also of the provision for this corn from its origin to its perfection,
which the Lord prepares for His Israel. God's Word gives us many
beautiful illustrations of the Lord's forethought and foresight regarding
the necessities of His dependent people. That word "provided"
which we have in the text, as many of you can see, signifies foresight,
a pre-view of that which must presently come to pass. So the Lord
has taken a foreview of the necessities of His Church in the wilderness,
and He has taken a Fatherly foreview of the necessities of each one
of His believing people.
This is a great truth too much neglected and so little preached
in these days-that God has thought out beforehand all the circumstances and the events that can possibly be the experience of the
least of all saints. I lately emphasized the fact-there is no chance
in the lot of the righteous, no chance. How blessed that is! So
that God's people may well have minds kept in perfect peace. It may
well be that those whose faith is in the living God be careful for nothing,
yet "in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,"
making their requests known to God. And thus He keeps in perfect
peace His dear people amidst their manifold afflictions, distresses,
temptations, and sorrows. "Thou preparest them corn, when Thou
hast so provided for it."
You notice in the previous verses the processes God adopts and
pursues in providing a portion for His dependent people in the wilderness. These are set forth in the- following words: "Thou 'Visitest
the earth." Someone has said somewhere that in His great purposes
of providence God may be said to visit the earth at the outset of
each of the four seasons when God works, as He is now doing, wonderful
changes in nature. We have ouly to look round about upon the
foliage and the grass and the flowers of the field just now to see that
God is visiting the earth, manifesting His direct interest in the earth
in its fulness. We hear the Voice of God on every side in His Kingdom
of Nature, and we see the hand of God operating on all sides in that
Kingdom; and those who have spiritual minds derive no small edification from their observations of the dealings of God in nature.
Then it is said: "Thou visitest the earth; and waterest it; Thou
greatly enrichest it with the river of God." The productiveness
of the earth is one of the unexplained mysteries. of the physical world
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and no one has yet been able to understand and explain the secret
of the fecundity of the earth; it is one of God's kept secrets. "Thou
greatly enrichest it," so giving it the power to produce, the power
to multiply, the seed cast into its bosom by the hand of man. Man
cannot cause a solitary seed to germinate; all he can do, as God's
husbandman, is to till the soil and at the proper season to cast good
seed into the bosom of the earth and cover it up and leave it to God.
" The husbandman hath long patience," we are told. Yes, he must
wait, he must wait God's time for the seed to germinate and take
root in the silence and darkness of the deep into which it has been
cast, and then to come forth a blade so fragile to face all the storms
and tempests and the climatic changes which may lie in store for it.
God, however, watches over the tender blade, it is one that God's
hand has produced, it is God's handiwork. When you see one of
your seeds coming up think, "It is God's work, that little seed is
God's produce."
And so God watches over these little dependent creatures for His
Own glory, and for the comfort and prosperity of His dependent
creatures-the children of men. "Thou preparest them corn."
"Thou waterest the ridges" of the earth. "Thou waterest the
ridges thereof abundantly; Thou settlest the furrows thereof; Thou
makest it soft with showers; Thou blessest the springing thereof."
All this is God's agriculture; God Himself, you know, is the great
Husbandman. Others may learn, His creatures learn, of His ways,
and in part reflect them, but God is the perfect Husbandman, God
is the great and chief Husbandman. He it is Who controls the
seasons, man can only observe the seasons. Man is becoming wise
now; he has accumulated knowledge and he thinks he can fairly
forecast the weather, but he can only do it and perform it upon
conditions which may change, and the event he predicted may
never occur. He has no control over these changes, but God has
absolute control over them. God is the God of the weather, the
fine weather and the rough weather, and as to the winds that
blow, He holds them, it is said, "in His fists." There is a notable
expression in the Book of Jonah illustrating the control which God
exercises over the actions of the invisible atmosphere, the winds they
come and go at His pleasure. It is said when Jonah went down
into the sides of the ship and fell asleep-disobedient Jonah-that
God "cast forth [margin] a great wind," and this wind stirred up
a wrathful tempest in the great deep, thus jeopardizing the lives
of all on board that vessel. God, then, had this wind in His hand,
and He cast it forth and it operated immediately. This shows us
the Sovereign control Jehovah exercises over the invisible elementthe air, whether it be quiescent or whether it be tempestuous.
It is well we should remember, dear friends, how immediately
God has a hand in all these events, day by day, that we may not be
fools in understanding the things of God. God would have His
people be intelligent.; He would have them be understanding; He
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would have them to profit by observation of His dealings, whether
in nature or in grace. And the children of grace may learn many
gracious lessons from God's ways in the kingdom of nature because,
remember you, it is One God, the God of nature is the God of grace.
There are not two Gods; men sometimes speak as though there were,
as though some inferior God had to do with the weather, and some
inferior God had to do with these climatic changes, that is, that some
mysterious unexplained Deity watched over the earth and its productions. Why, not a sparrow can fall to the ground, said Jesus
in addressing His believing people, without Whom? "Without
your Father." So that the God and Father of the lower creation
is the God and Father of His believing people, and it is this fact which
affords much light and consolation to God's people when they are
passing through contrary temporal things. They look upon it as
the way of God, that He is leading them by ways that they know not;
He is making those crooked things become straight in the light of
His blessed Word. And thus many of the crooked things become
straight, and the Lord's people become like those running a race,
and they are able to cast aside those earthly hindrances which otherwise would cause multiplied burdens for them. They cast them aside
and run on and with patience-they run with patience, bearing whatever may be in the fear of the Lord and in the strength of His
grace.
" Thou preparest them corn when Thou hast so provided for it."
The Scriptures, you see, as I think I said just now, afford many
beautiful illustrations of God's ways in providence, so that you have
spoken of in Scripture in connection with the God of grace and providence, the hand of the Lord, the arm of the Lord, the eyes of the
Lord, the heart of the Lord, and the thoughts of the Lord. Turn
with me now first to the Book of Ezra, where we have the hand of
the Lord acknowledged by Ezra as interfering in a direct way with
temporal events and circumstances. Now Ezra and some of the
tribes of Israel are journeying from the captivity to Jerusalem, and
on the road Ezra says: "Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river
of Ahava "-which signifies water-" that we might afllict ourselves
before our God, to seek of Him a right way for us." There is something very touching in Ezra's action, he stops the whole caravan.
"Now," he says, "we must humble ourselves before the Lord. We
will not take any steps without our Divine Guide. We do not know
the way we travel, and passing through a strange land, we must commit
ourselves to the Lord God and ask His guidance." He proclaimed
a fast "that we might afllict ourselves before our God, to seek of
Him a right way for us, and for all our little ones, and for all our substance. For," said he, " I was ashamed to require of the king [who
was a heathen] a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against
the enemy in the way: because we had spoken unto the king, saying,
The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek Him: but
His power and His wrath is against all them that forsake Him."
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He says, " I dare not ask the king for a convoy, for that would have
been to dishonour God as we had told the king that we trusted in
the living God. Let us bow the knee in the way; it is necessarily
proper that we should do so that we may make progress and prosper.
Progress only may not mean prosperity, and therefore it will not
be lost time that we have our prayer meeting by the roadside." There
is something very beautiful in the way in which Ezra recognized
the hand of the Lord in arranging the safe return of himself and his
fellow-Israelites from the captivity to Palestine. "We had said to
the king, the hand of our God ..." that is the first point. In Scripture
God is spoken of as possessing a hand, and as using His hand in arranging the way, the right way, for His people to take.
Now let us think of that great truth, fellow-believers, that we too,
learning of Ezra and his brethren, pause now and again on our journey,
and in a sense hold a fast, cut ourselves off for the time being from
all our surroundings, and shut ourselves up to the Lord, and ask
Him to appear for us, to order our ways, to mark out our footsteps
and to show us all His good pleasure. Let us recognize our Heavenly
Father as the God of providence, according to our text: "Thou
preparest them corn, when Thou hast so provided for it."
And the way by which the Lord leads His people is to a large extent
preparation. The Lord prepares His people by force of circumstances
for the good things He has made ready to bestow upon them. If
God wills to refresh me now with a special outpouring of His grace
He will make me thirst for that grace. He will put into my heart
to ask Him for that grace, and therefore He is preparing the way
for the bestowment of the prepared grace. There is a happy conjunction of need and supply. "Thou saidst, Seek ye My Face,"
my heart said, " Lord, Thy Face will I seek." The two things happened
together because they were the joint work of the same God. Let
us watch, then, the hand of God in His dealings with us in things
both great and small. And in Ecclesiastes, the ninth chapter, and
the first verse, Solomon says: "For all this I considered in my heart,
even to declare all this, that the righteous and the wise, and their
works, are in the hand of God."- "The righteous," they themselves,
are in the hand of God, "and the wise," who get all their wisdom
from above and have none of their own, who look to Him Who has
promised wisdom to those who ask and Who has promised they shall
have it without any upbraiding for their folly, these are in the hand
of God, and likewise their works. Thou performest " all our works
in us." "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are His workmanship," His hand is upon us, " created
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God ha-th before ordained
that we should walk in them," not that we might, but that we should
walk in them. He has so arranged all this according to the wording
of our text, "Thou preparest." Thou providest. And so Solomon
found, having deeply considered the matter in his heart-" For all
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this I considered in my heart, even to declare all this, that the righteous,
and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God."
And then in the eighty-ninth Psalm, the thirteenth verse, we have
the arm of the Lord described. "Thou hast," says the Psalmist,
" Thou hast a mighty arm," and it is, no doubt, from this Scripture
that the Christian poet derived his thought:"Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the Voice that wakes the dead
And make Thy people hear."

"Thy mighty arm make bare"; the reference is to the Eastern
dress made loose and when the servant is occupied in his master's
service he either casts aside his outer garment or relieves his limbs
of the loose garments that he may be free for his service. And so
the imagery in the hymn is, " Thy mighty arm make bare," so that
there is to be no hindrance to the work of the Lord. "Is it not time
to work ~ Thou hast a mighty arm." How God's people learn to
admire, how they adoringly admire, the power of God, His mighty
work, because that was the arm that brought them salvation. They
may well adoringly admire strength such as that. That was the arm
that plucked them as brands out of the fire, that was the arm that
led them through the great deep, and that held them up through
their wilderness journey. "Who is this that cometh up from the
wilderness,. leaning upon her Beloved ~ "-His mighty arm. Oh,
children of God, you need never fear the withdrawal of the mighty
arm which is underneath you. There are times when you cease to
realize its keeping mercy; nevertheless, the Lord is there, His power
is there, His might is in exercise, there is no weariness in that arm"Thou hast a mighty arm." The margin reads it, "an arm with
might." It may intensify the thought, because there might be an
arm without might, or there might be an arm possessed of only comparative might, but this is an arm with might, and the measure of that
might is Omnipotence. The measure of that might which keeps the
people of God is Omnipotence. You know we read in one place of
"the weakness of God," a remarkable expression, and which ought
to be used with much fear and trembling; but so it is-" the weakness
of God is stronger than men"-that is the Word of God.
Let men then combine against the righteous, let the powers of
hell league themselves together against the weakest saint, confessing
on his knees his weakness before God, pouring out his heart's necessities
to the Lord. Oh, let such an one here this morning remember that
" the weakness of God is stronger than men," and that therefore no
human weapons formed against one who trusts in God can possibly
succeed. But we must lean, you know, and this leaning is' our safety,
leaning hard is our joy, to lean consciously on the Lord, to leave
our issues in His blessed hands-this is wise, and this is well. Yes,
the hand of the Lord, and the arm of the Lord, are great realities.
And so are the eyes of the Lord. In the thirty-third Psalm, the
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seventeenth and eighteenth verses, we read: "A horse is a vain
thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength,"
that is, creature strength. "Behold, the eye of the Lord-the eye
of Jehovah-is upon them that fear Him, upon them that hope in
His mercy." That is not a very high standard that the Lord sets
in the greatness of His love to the low estate of His dependent people,
and it is these He sketches in character here (one very simple to be
understood), namely, those that fear Him, those that hope in His
mercy. Now if that character, feelingly conscious of it, feelingly
conscious of that position before God, is present here to-day, how
sweet for such an one to reflect that upon him just now the eye of
the Lord is resting. For this is a statement of fact; it is not, as
I often in other cases have pointed out, it is not a promise, it is a
statement of existing fact that the eye of Jehovah is, in the darkness
and the light alike, in prosperity and in adversity alike, whether
realized to the joy of the soul just now, or not, the eye of the Lord
is upon-whom? "Upon them that fear Him, upon them that
hope in His mercy." Oh, how wondrously condescending is our
Heavenly Father thus to stoop to so low an estate and so humble
a condition. But then, it is like Him. He knoweth their frame,
He remembereth, never forgets it for a moment, that they are dust.
That is a low condition again, that" they are dust." What does
God expect from dust? What can dust do? But the Lord is pleased
to regard His dust because it is redeemed dust-it is redeemed dust.
The Lord has redeemed sinners, sinful dust and ashes, has redeemed
His people, sinners far off by nature and practice, and so precious
too He has brought them nigh, and they are a people which shall
be kept nigh for ever and ever. And so, dear friends, our hearts
are encouraged.
And then, once more, and this must be my last reference this morning, in 1 Kings, the ninth chapter, and the third verse, we have the
heart of God made mention of. "The Lord said unto him, I haye
heard thy prayer and thy supplication that thou hast made before
Me: I have hallowed this house which thou hast built, to put My
Name there for ever; and Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be there
perpetually."
ow, you know, that Temple was a type of the Church of God,
and the many stones in that Temple were types of the gathered people
of God, of the sinners gathered out of a fallen world and united to
the living risen Christ of God in the power of an endless life. And
so we delight to read a Gospel of grace in these· words, and to read
in them the promise of God concerning His redeemed Church, " Mine
eyes and Mine heart shall be there perpetually." Oh, what a thought!
Perpetually present to the heart of the living God are the people of
God who sometimes think God has forgotten them, who sometimes
think He has shut up His compassions from them, who sometimes
think their way is hidden from the Lord, that they are just like a
sparrow alone which remains upon the housetop, and for whom no
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man careth. But, on the contrary, the Lord says, "Mine eyes and
Mine heart shall be there." He says of each believer this morning,
says it of each believer's heart, "Mine eyes and Mine heart shall
be there." Oh, is not that sufficient to supply strength by the way,
to supply a gracious sufficiency for all emergencies so long as the
pilgrimage may last?
May ~grant us His grace, for Christ's sake.

THE OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS.
By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
"IN the third place, this passage (Luke ix. 29-36) shows us that
the Old Testament saints in glory take a d.eep interest in Christ's atoning
d.eath. We are told that when Moses and Elijah appeared in glory
with our Lord on the Mount of Transfiguration, they 'talked with
Him.' And what was the subject of their conversation? We are
not obliged to make conjectures and guesses about this. St. Luke
tells us 'they spake of His decease, which He should accomplish at
Jerusalem.' They knew the meaning of that death. They knew
how much depended on it. Therefore they 'talked' about it.
" It is a grave mistake to suppose that holy men and women under
the Old Testament knew nothing about the sacrifice which Christ
was to offer up for the sin of the world. Their light, no doubt, was
far less clear than ours. They saw things afar off and indistinctly,
which we see, as it were, close at hand. But there is not the slightest
proof that any Old Testament saint ever looked to any other satisfaction for sin, but that which God promised to make by sending
Messiah. From Abel downwards the whole company of old believers
appear to have been ever resting on a promised sacrifice, and a blood
of almighty efficacy yet to be revealed. From the beginning of the
world there has never been but one foundation of hope and peace
for sinners-the death of an Almighty Mediator between God and
man. That foundation is the centre truth of all revealed religion.
It was the subject of which Moses and Elijah were seen speaking
when they appeared in glory. They spoke of the atoning death
of Christ.
"Let us take heed that this death of Christ is the ground of all
our confidence. Nothing else will give us comfort in the hour of
death and the day of judgment. Our own works are all defective
and imperfect. Our sins are more in number than the hairs of our
heads (Ps. xl. 12). Christ dying for our sins, and rising again for
our justification, must be our only plea, if we wish to be saved. Happy
is that man who has learned to cease from his own works, and to
glory in nothing but the cross of Christ. If saints in glory see in
Christ's death so much beauty that they must needs talk of it, how
much more ought sinners on earth! "-(Expository Thoughts on St. Luke,
Vo!. I., pp. 316, 317.)
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A CONTINUOUS DELIGHT.

(PSALMS xxxvii. 4 and xl. 8).
"I SHOULD never get tired of this." How often has such a remark
been made. And yet how utterly impossible it is for any person to be
able to assert of anything that it is of such a nature that he or she
would never tire of it.
Some persons are fond of music, and when they have heard an
instrument played upon with great skill they have exclaimed, " I could
listen to that for ever." Another person is profoundly moved by a
beautiful landscape and cries out in an ecstasy of delight, " I could
look at this scene for ever."
Of course, these statements are but figures of speech, and no
reasonable person interprets them too literally. On the other hand it
is true that in God's" presence is fulness of joy and at His right hand
there are pleasures for evermore" (Ps. xvi. ll). What these pleasures
are can be but dimly pictured, for is it not written: "eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the
things which God hath prepared for them that love Him" (1 Cor. ii. 9).
There is one thing Christians are called upon to do day by day, or
continually, and it is a practice which, when truly carried out, causes
great delight. Christians are called upon to "rejoice in the Lord
always" (Phil. iv. 4), that is to say, continually, and those who are
enabled to rejoice thus in the Lord do so for a very real reason. They
rejoice because it is made known to them that their names are written
in heaven (Luke x. 20), and that their sins are blotted out (Isa. xliv.
22). This is not a delusion, nor is it presumption. They know Whom
they believe (2 Tim. i. 12), and they have the inward witness of the
Holy Spirit that they have passed from death to life, and are become
the children of God (Rom. viii. 16), and the life which they now live
in the flesh they live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved them,
and gave Himself for them (Gal. ii. 20).
The Psalmist, David, was one of those who had this inward witness
of the Holy Spirit that he was a child of God. In the thirty-fourth
Psalm he was led to declare with great joy, " this poor man cried, and
the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles" (verse 6).
These troubles were something more than the mere trials and difficulties of daily life; it did, of course, include them; but what David was
most concerned about was the salvation of his soul. This is perfectly
evident from the concluding words of the Psalm: "The Lord
redeemeth the soul of His servants, and none of them that trust in
Him shall be desolate."
In the one-hundred-and-sixteenth Psalm there is a further confirmation of this rejoicing. The Psalmist makes confession of his faith, and
he says: "I love the Lord because He hath heard my voice and my
supplication." I love the Lord, "because He hath inclined His ear
unto me, therefore will I call upon Him as long as I live" (Ps. cxvi. 2).
He had been in real anxiety of soul-cc the sorrows of death compassed
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me," "I was in trouble and sorrow." He did not try to drown his
sorrow amidst the so-called delights and pleasures of the world, no,
he acted quite differently. He says, " I called upon the Name of the
Lord "-that is to say he presented his petitions to God in the Name
of the Messiah-he cried: "0 Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul."
What depth of meaning there is in his pathetic confession, "I was
brought low, and He (God) helped me."
Now the result of this experience led the Psalmist to a very decided
step, " because," said he, " God hath inclined His ear unto me, therefore will I call upon Him as long as I live." This precious experience
was similar to that of David on another occasion, which led David to
exhort all who are in any way concerned about their soul, "to seek
the strong Lord-to seek His face continually" (1 Chron. xvi. 11).
The Psalmist's experience of the Lord's mercies-and let it be ever
remembered that these mercies can only collie to man through the
perfect work of the Lord Jesus, and through His continual intercession-the experience of these mercies led the Psalmist to say, "I
will offer to Thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the
name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the
presence of all His people. In the courts of the Lord's house, in
the midst of thee, 0 Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord" (Ps. cxvi.
17-19). Thus again, there is found agreement with David's call to
believers to "give thanks unto the Lord-to call upon His Name,
and to make known to others His wonderful deeds" (1 Chron. xvi. 8).
In an outburst of great fervour, David, on the occasion of the ark
of God being brought into the tent that he had prepared, cried out,
" 0 sing unto the Lord, talk of all His wondrous works, glory ye in
His Holy Name, let the heart .of them rejoice that seek the Lord.
Seek His face continually. Remember His marvellous works, His
wonders, and the judgments of His mouth" (1 Chron. xvi. 8-10).
And then he proceeds, " never forget His covenant" (verse 15) that is
the covenant of salvation.
In this passage there is found the matured conclusion of the inspired
servant of the Lord. He asserts as his positive experience that those
who seek God's face continuously will have reason to rejoice at all
times.
This seeking God's face continually must not be confused with the
seeking to God for salvation. Those who truly seek for salvation
desire very earnestly for a speedy answer. They desire that they may
promptly find peace, they do not wish that their knocking may never
be answered. Such a supposition is ridiculous. But the seeking God's
face continually is that loving careful watching and waiting at His
footstool to know His will and to .be able to carry it out, which is
illustrated in Psalm cxxiii., where the Psalmist says, "Unto Thee
lift I up mine eyes, even as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of
their master, and even as the eyes of a maiden look unto the hand
of her mistress." Thus our eyes wait upon the Lord our God.
In the East, servants look to their masters for signs that they may
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know their masters' wishes, whereas in western countries orders are
given by word of mouth. Thus believers are to watch God's hand.
They are to watch as well as pray (Matt. xxvi. 41), and this is to " seek
God's face continually," and those who do thus" wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint"
(Isa. xl. 31), and surely this is ground enough for rejoicing, and that
continually.
May the believer be enabled to say, "I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God" (Isa. 00. 10). This is the
instruction in Philippians iv. 4.
P. 1. B.

IS THERE ANYTHING?
ONE of my friends whose easy exactness and management are to be
admired, was lamenting that on this particular holiday her letters
would have to be sent, for the first few days in any case, on " Poste
Restante." She said in a somewhat regretful way, "I have never
gone like this before." "A sort of going out not knowing whither,"
I said. "Yes," she said, but then in a tone changed to one of cheerful
confidence she added, " But I know the friends that I am going with."
" That's everything," I rejoined in a colourless way, and so we parted.
Of course, it takes no prophet or prophetess to suggest the application
of which I at once thought. Abraham was not the first to be shadowed
by uncertainty, nor the last, who in weakness was" strong in faith."
But as it happened, the theme of uncertainty, lack of light, and difficulty was one that we had just been reading about at home: about
the mighty and unceasing conflict which wages and rages between
the powers of evil and the " seed of God" in the living soul. It was
in a transcript from the" Judicious Hooker" that appeared in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1904, pages 284-291. The writer enlarged on
the reality of that warfare which is not against flesh and blood. Oh,
the deaths and struggles, the languors, the perishings of spirit and
faintings of hope, the renewings and returnings! while underneath
all is the living union with the invisible God. When Paul at the end
of Romans, the eighth chapter, made such a list of opposing forces,
he was not mentioning powers that are altogether out of proportion
with the struggle in question. It is with such forces that the" seed
of God" has to do. The" Judicious Hooker" seemed to know that
it does not feel all the time as if it is one scene of easy overcoming.
Jacob overcame, but he limped ever after. And so we continue
to this day, strangely surviving.
I afterwards thought, i.e., after my friend went her way, that" Poste
Restante" has its hope and its joy. We go boldly to the counter
and ask His Majesty's servant if there is anything for us. If we
give a name that is to be found on any of the packets there is nothing
for it but our having it. It is ours and we take it. The poor publican
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went to see if there was anything for him. He was ashamed of his
name, but, nevertheless, there was a message for him: he might
go down to his house at peace with God, and without fear of condemnation from any source whatever. The Pharisee's name was rather
longer, with hyphens between; it would be such as Puritans gave
to their children. Was there anything for a man who gave tithes
of all that he possessed, and fasted twice in a week? No, there was
nothing for him; not this time at least. Perhaps by the decree of
Him Who has all titles to bestow he might someday come back and
say that he was poor and needy. Is there anything for the solitary?
Yes, a city of habitation. Is there anything for one who has tasted
that the Lord is gracious, that He forgives? Yes, they shall receive
more abundantly. So Ruth found. At first the only name she could
think of was" a stranger." But she had such a bountiful reception,
that, growing in the knowledge of him with whom she had to do, she
laid a claim from what she had received, and looked with an assured
confidence for further kindness and comfort.
" Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need." The Lord
says that there is abundance laid up for them that seek Him, for them
that hope in His mercy. He will direct their feet to the footstool
of the heavenly grace: He will help their stammering tongues to
ask of Him, and they will not be sent empty away.
Many years ago, a dear brother of mine, having landed at some
port at the other side of the earth, went to the office, that as he believed
was the right one, to collect the letters and parcels that would be
waiting for him. There were none. What a very unlooked for
disappointment, to get nothing after being for three months at sea!
He went again and again, and still there was nothing. The clerk
suggested that he should try the consul's office, so he went there.
Is there anything for me? Yes, letters, papers, parcels, parcels,
papers, letters. "They don't forget you at home," the man said.
No, he had never been forgotten. The messages of love had been
accumulating, and all for him. He is at Home now, and enjoying
the unspeakable plenty which the Lord laid up for him; he needs
not to ask. The holy pleasures of heaven are his own; the ministering
angels wait on him in his own mansion of everlasting love and everlasting light.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"WHO ARE THE WE?"
" IN the interpretation of the apostolical epistles the use of the words
we, us, and our, raises the question, who are the we that are supposed
to be speaking? That is, who are the we, in whose name, or as one
of whom, the apostle is there speaking? And this question, wherever
it arises, must be decided by a careful examination of the whole context
and scope of the passage."-(Dr. Cunningham's Reformers and the
Theology of the Reformation, p. 243.}
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PRAYER FOR A REVIVAL, BY JOHN NEWTON.

" Saviour, visit Thy plantation,
Grant us, Lord, a gracious rain!
All will come to desolation,
Unless Thou return again.
Keep no longer at a distance,
Shine upon us from on high,
Lest, for want of Thine assistance,
Every plant should droop and die.
" Surely once Thy garden flourished,
Every part looked gay and green;
Then Thy word our spirits nourished,
Happy seasons we have seen!
But a drought has since succeeded,
And a sad decline we see;
Lord, Thy help is greatly needed,
Help can only come from Thee!
" Where are those we counted leaders,
Filled with zeal, and love, and truth,
Old professors, tall as cedars,
Bright examples of our youth?
Some, in whom we once delighted,
We shall meet no more below;
Some, alas! we fear are blighted,
Scarce a single leaf they show.
" Younger plants-the sight how pleasant !Covered thick with blossoms stood;
But they cause us grief at present,
Frosts have nipped them in the bud!
Dearest Saviour, hasten hither;
Thou canst make them bloom again:
o permit them not to wither,
Let Dot all our hopes be vain!
" Let our mutual love be fervent,
Make us prevalent in prayers;
Let each one esteemed Thy servant
Shun the world's bewitching snares.
Break the tempter's fatal power,
Turn the stony heart to flesh;
And begin, from this good hour,
To revive Thy work afresh."
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BLESSING THE

LORD'S

NAME.

THANKSGIVING for the blessings of a bountiful harvest is a spiritual
exercise which can only be acceptably rendered by spiritual worshippers. Crowds of people are gathered at this season of the year
into our churches and chapels who are largely attracted by the elaborate
decorations and special music which characterize what are called
"Harvest Festivals." There seems to be a general forgetfulness of
our Lord's great rubric, which declares that" God is a Spirit: and
they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in truth."
An eminent servant of God has lately written: "The worship of
God-made worshippers in no way depends on externals or material
accessories. The truest and most spiritual worship is that from the
heart, when the eyes are closed to all sensible surroundings." Another
able writer says: "A religion that presents itself with a degree of
beauty and grandeur to the natural eye will always be received by the
world, whilst a spiritual, internal, heartfelt, and experimental religion
will always be rejected. . . . Beautiful buildings, painted windows,
pealing organs, melodious choirs, the pomp and parade of an earthly
priesthood, and a whole apparatus of religious ceremony carry with
them something that the natural eye can see and admire." It is
the undue resort to flesh-pleasing externals which largely accounts
for crowded congregations on special occasions and deprives Church
services, in large measure, of that spirituality of worship which alone
is acceptable to God. Yet it is meet and fitting that God's people
should bless, praise, and magnify the name of Him from Whom all
their blessings, spiritual and temporal, flow. "I will bless Thy Name
for ever and ever" is the language of the Psahnist. What abundant
reason there is for doing this! We need to do so because of the greatness of our God. He is worthy to be praised and had in honour.
" Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is
unsearchable." We need to cherish high thoughts of God. He is not
a God that can be confined in a monstrance, or carried about in the
pocket, or set up as an image on a pedestal. He is the high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity, Whos-e Name is hoJy; He fills heaven and
earth. Heaven is His throne and earth is His footstool. He is great
in power, great in wisdom, great in mercy, great in majesty. He
hath done great things, and because of His greatness His people should
fall down before Him and bless and magnify His Name.
His goodness is another ground of praise. He is "abundant in
goodness and truth." His people have tasted of His goodness. Each
believer can bear testimony to His goodness. He can say: "The
Lord has ibeen good to me. At one time I was among the giddy
multitude! I had no fear of God in my heart, no love for His Word,
no regard for His day. I was utterly indifferent to my eternal wellbeing, living without Christ, without hope, and without God. Ruin
stared me in the face, but the Lord sought me, arrested my downward
progress, awakened me to a sense of my sin and danger, revealed Christ
27
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to me as my atoning Saviour, pardoned my sins through His blood,
and saved me by His grace. I have been beset by many temptations
and have passed through many trials, but He has kept me to this day,
and has never left nor forsaken me." Thus of all who have experienced
the Lord's goodness it is written: "They shall abundantly utter the
memory of Thy great goodness." They will bless His name because
of it. His goodness will be the theme of their praises. His righteousness is another reason for praise. They" shall sing of Thy righteousness." He is a righteous God. Ah! that truth at first sight might
fill us with despair. What hope can there be for us if He righteously and justly visits upon us the consequences of our sins ~ But
as the case stands He has provided a way by which He can at once
be just and the Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus. Because His
dear Son bore the penalty of sin in our stead He is faithful and righteous
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
The grace of God is another reason for blessing His Name. "The
Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great
mercy." The grace of God hath brought salvation. By His sovereign,
infinite, and abounding grace He saves, justifies, pardons, adopts,
keeps, and glorifies His people. "Oh, to grace how great a debtor, daily
I'm constrained to be " is the language of their hearts.
Space fails us to write of many other reasons for blessing and praising
the Name of our God. But we must add that His providence fills
our hearts with thanksgiving and praise. "The eyes of all wait upon
Thee; and Thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest
Thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing." He
gives even to the beast his food and to the young ravens which cry.
Much more is He pledged to supply to His people all they need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Therefore," My mouth shall
speak the praise of the Lord: and let all flesh bless His holy Name
for ever and ever."
THE FATHERS AND THE CHILDRE .

" Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make
princes in all the earth."-PsALM xlv. 16.
AT the death of godly parents it is often our great joy to behold their
children walking in the steps of those who have gone before. And
very often on such occasions we have heard the verse quoted above
misquoted and therefore misapplied.
This is one of the Psalms that set forth the royal majesty of the
Lord Jesrry;: and it is to be specially noticed that each of these Messianic
Psalms c9'ntains a prophecy of a spiritual seed to be the fruit of the
travail of His soul. "A seed shall serve Him" (Ps. xxii. 30, 31;
see also Psalms lxix. and cii.). So here Jehovah the Father makes
a promise to His Son that He shall be glorified for ever and ever.
God has blessed Him for ever (verse 2). His throne is for ever and
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ever (v.erse 6), and He is to be praised for ever and ever (verse 17).
The three pronouns in verse 16 are masculine, and therefore the
promise is not made to the bride, but to the Lord Jesus. It is, in
fact, a prophecy that instead of the race of Israel He should have
Gentile children who should be His royal seed as princes in the whole
earth. His glory in salvation is not to be confined to Old Testament
saints, but is to be continuously unfolded as the ages come to pass.
This is beautifully confirmed by the rich cluster of prophecies in
Isaiah xlix.: "It is a light thing that Thou shouldest by My servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:
I will also give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest
be My salvation unto the end of the earth" (Isa. xlix. 6); "The children
which Thou shalt have when Thou hast lost the other," etc. (verses
20 to 23).
In numerous declarations in the Old Testament Scriptures we have
glimpses of the accession of Gentiles into the one body, some more
or less obscure, others gloriously plain. There are several instances
of Gentiles being incorporated into the body-Hobab, Rahab, Ruth,
and others. In each of these cases the person thus called was placed
into the royal tribe of Judah. Moreover, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba
have a place in the genealogy of our Lord in the first page in the New
Testament. Truly, where sin abounded, grace did much more abound,
as it always does, and as it ever will.
"What will ye see in the Shulamite 1 As it were the company
of two armies" (Song of Sol. vi. 13). The two armies, or camps,
by the death of Jesus were made one" that He might reconcile both
unto God in one body through the cross, having slain the enmity
in Himself; and came and preached peace to you (Gentiles) which
were afar off, and to them (Israelites) which were nigh. For through
Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father." This
then, was the mystery "which in other ages was not made known,
as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel" (compare Isa. Ix. 8 ;
John x. 16; Eph. iii.; and Rom. xv.).
From the death of the Lord Jesus until now, Jewish history has
been suspended, and will not be fully revived until the fulness of
the Gentiles is brought in. Thus," instead of the fathers," we who
are Gentiles now possess and enjoy all Gospel blessings. But the
happy time is rapidly approaching when" all Israel shall be saved,"
and all God's purposes and promises to Jew and Gentile in Christ
shall be fulfilled to His eternal glory.
Wimbledon.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
"I AM not afraid of alarming people too much about their souls.
I wish I could" hear more crying out, ' What must I do to be saved 1 '
and crying earnestly for mercy."-W. Tiptaft.

402

The Gospel Magazine
THE DEAN OF DURHAM AND JOHN CALVIN.

IN the Daily Telegraph for Saturday:July 10th, the Dean of Durham
(the Very Rev. C. A. Alington, D.D.) says that "No convinced
Christian ever did so much harm to the cause of Christianity as John
Calvin." Again," The doctrine of Predestination, which is chiefly
associated with Calvin's name, is so revolting that one is amazed that
any sane man can ever have accepted it."
The Dean of Durham is a clergyman of the Church of England.
He has, therefore, subscribed to the Thirty-nine Articles. The
Seventeenth Article has for its subject, " Predestination and Election."
It declares that "Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose
of God, whereby (before the foundations of the world were laid) He
hath constantly decreed by His counsel secret to us, to deliver from
curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of
mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as
vessels made to honour. Wherefore, they which be endued with
so excellent a benefit of God be called according to God's purpose
by His Spirit working in due season: they through grace obey the
calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of His only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ: they walk religiously in good works, and at length, by God's
mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity." The Article further declares
that "the godly consideration of Predestination and our Election
in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly
persons, and such as feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of
Christ." This doctrine also, the Article says, draws up "their mind
to high and heavenly things," "greatly establishes and confirms
their faith of eternal salvation to be enjoyed through Christ," and
"it doth fervently kindle their love towards God."
It is difficult to understand how a doctrine can be described as
" revolting" by one who has assented to the Thirty-nine Articles.
Calvin is not the author of the doctrine of Predestination. Why
then blame him ~ The doctrine is clearly taught in Scripture. Every
clergyman at his ordination was asked by the bishop, "Do you
unfeignedly believe all the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament ~" His answer was, " I do believe them." He professes,
therefore, to believe the Epistles to the Romans and to the Ephesians.
In the former of these epistles the apostle says, "Whom He (God)
did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of His Son ... Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also
called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom
He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 29, 30). The Epistle
to the Ephesians says that God has" predestinated us (His people)
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of His will" (Eph. i. 5). Surely, therefore,
if we condemn the doctrine of Predestination as " revolting" we are
condemning a doctrine taught in the Scriptures. Calvin only taught
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it because it was taught in the Scriptures. Are we prepared to say
that the Canonical Scriptures teach a revolting doctrine? However
mysterious the doctrine is it surely becomes us to receive with meekness
all that God has revealed. The question is not, Did Calvin teach it ?
but, Is it taught by those Scriptures which were given by inspiration
of God?
For ourselves we believe "the doctrine of Predestination" is
" sound doctrine" because it is taught in the Word of God, and it
is a solemn thing to see how this doctrine is almost universally rejected.
Yet the apostle said, "The time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine. . .. And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4).
It is refreshing to turn from the view which the Dean of Durham
takes of Calvin to that of the late Bishop Knox. In his excellent
book, John Bunyan in Relation to His Times, pages 6 to 9, Bishop
Knox says:" England's deliverance from the catastrophe of a servile Church
in a servile nation is largely due, under God, to the influence and
work of John Calvin. Calvin is little known to the ordinary Englishman, or even the ordinary clergyman. On the shelves of a prominent
theological college there stand, or stood some years ago, thirty or
forty uncut volumes of Calvin's works, and at the end of the row a
thin slim booklet entitled Refutation of Calvin. In the Cambridge
Modern History is a bibliography to the chapter on Calvin in which
are enumerated only eight works in English as against some hundred
works in French and German; and not one of these English works
is of any completeness or distinction. To the average Englishman
Calvin is a detestable theologian who taught that God created by
far the vast majority of mankind for eternal damnation. Calvin
is believed to be the worshipper and prophet of a deity unworthy of
the adoration of the most ferocious savages. Of the true Calvin
the average Englishman knows almost nothing, and he would be at
a loss to account for the marvellous influence that Calvin exercised
on the thought and destiny of Europe. Mr. John Buchan calls him
, the most potent intellectual force in the world between St. Thomas
Aquinas and Voltaire.' Let this appreciation by a modern writer,
Dr. Fairbairn, who cannot be suspected of narrow prejudice, be added:
'His [Calvin's] services to the cause of sacred learning must not be
forgotten. These it is hardly possible to exaggerate; he is the sanest
of commentators, the most skilled of exegetes, the most reasonable
of critics.' (This, by the way, was Dr. Pusey's opinion also.) 'He
knows how to use an age to interpret a man, a man to interpret an
age. His exegesis is never forced or fantastic; he is less rash and
subjective in his judgments than Luther; more reverent to Scripture,
more faithful to history, more modern in spirit. His work on the
Psalms has much to make our most advanced scholars ashamed of
the small progress we have made either in method or in conclusions.
And his work is inspired by a noble belief; he thought that the one
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way to know Christianity was to know the mind of Christ; that
this mind was expressed in the Scriptures; and to make them living
and credible was to make indefinitely more possible its incorporation
in the thoughts and institutions of men. It is by his service to this
cause that Calvin must ultimately be judged.'
"To Calvin's influence in the Elizabethan age evidence is given,
even by his severest critics. Richard Hooker says of him: 'I think
him the wisest man that ever the French Church did enjoy, since the
hour it enjoyed him.' And again: 'Two things there are which have
deservedly procured him honour throughout the world: the one his
exceeding pains in composing the Institutions of Christian Religion;
the other, his no less industrious travail for exposition of the Holy
Scripture according to the same Institutions. . .. Of what account
the Master of Sentences was to the Church of Rome, the same and
more amongst the preachers of reformed Churches Calvin had purchased.' Even more convincing as proof of his influence on the rank
and file of English laity is the will of Sir Henry Wotton: 'My soul
I bequeath to the immortal God my Maker, Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, my blessed Redeemer and Mediator, through His all-sole
sufficient satisfaction for the sins of the whole world, and efficient
for His elect in the number of whom I am by His mere grace, and thereof
comfortably assured by His Holy Spirit, the true eternal Comforter.'
When the Pope excommunicated Elizabeth he excommunicated
her as a partaker 'in the heresy of Calvin.'
"Calvin's special services to the Church at large may be summed
up in his doctrine of man and his doctrine of the Church.
"Calvin's doctrine of man, derived especially from the Epistle
to the Romans, was the doctrine of the universal corruption of man
as a consequence of the Fall, a corruption so great and so complete
as to make the whole work of man's salvation dependent from first
to last on the free grace of God. 'It is not of him that willeth, nor
of him that runneth, but of God that hath mercy.'
" The effect of this doctrine was to raze to the ground the whole
fabric of ranks, titles, honours, and time-long gradations of society.
If Calvin was right, all men were- equal in the one aspect which gives
any value to life, the aspect of eternity. The King might be one of
the lost, the poorest beggar one of the saved. The only true nobility
was that which God by His free grace conferred. If it were objected
that this system reduced salvation to the mere action of Divine
favouritism, and left no room for the agency of free-will, it was not
difficult to point out that the exercise of free-will depended largely
on conditions of birth and fortune. Was there not as much favouritism
here as in the doctrine of grace? Was it not better to depend on the
free grace of God than on the complex conditions which combine
to determine what man calls his free-will?
" In any case the child of God-as Calvin saw him-had nothing
to fear from human tyranny, no favours to beg from human partiality.
Whether he were the most lonely shepherd on a far-off hillside, or an
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attendant on the court of a fickle sovereign, whether he stood on the
battle-field, trafficked on the mart, was chained to the oar as a galley
slave, was stretched on the rack, or scorched by the flames around
the stake, he had nothing to fear: he had a possession which none
could take from him, even himself. He was dependent on no priest,
needed not the splendour of any sanctuary to assist his devotions,
asked no aid of Virgin or Saint to assist him in his prayers. What
he did need was the Word of God-not as a record of Jewish antiquities,
nor even as a history of Divine revelations-but as a living Word
that found him, awakened his conscience, rebuked his sins, assured
him of his Father's love, filled him with joy and peace in believingnot a bare, dead word, but a living and active Word, 'sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts
and intents of the heart'-in fact, the Word ministered by the Spirit,
and therefore full of the power of God. Is it strange that, so taught,
Calvin and his followers made their doctrine of the Church rest upon
the Scripture? "
Again, in his book on The Tractarian Movement, p. 69, Bishop
Knox says, "Paul could not have preached at Athens or Rome,
Augustine could not have written the De Civitate Dei, Calvin could
not have encountered the forces of the Papacy, nor could the
Evangelicals have faced the scorn of a dissolute society, and a
demoralized Church but for their assured belief in the doctrine of
predestination, or rather of the love of God infallibly pledged to
their support."
The late Bishop J. J. S. Perowne in his work The Book of Psalms
calls Calvin "the ablest of commentators" (p. 305).
Even Arminius (A.D. 1560---1609), who was opposed to Calvin, said,
" Next to the perusal of the Scriptures, which I earnestly inculcate,
I exhort my pupils to peruse Calvin's Commentaries, which I extol
in loftier terms than Helmich himself" (Helmich was a Dutch Protestant divine); "for I affirm that he excells beyond comparison in the
interpretation of Scripture, and that his commentaries ought to be more
highly valued than all that is handed down to us by the library of the
fathers; so that I acknowledge him to have possessed above most
others, or rather above all other men, what may be called an eminent
gift of prophecy."
Richard Baxter said, "I know no man, since the apostles' days,
whom I value and honour more than Calvin, and whose judgment
in all things, one with another, I more esteem and come nearer to."
Bishop Wilson of Calcutta said, "Calvin's Commentaries remain,
after three centuries, unparalleled for force of mind, justice of exposition, and practical views of Christianity."
Thomas Scott said, " Calvin spent more years in studying the Scriptures, with constant prayer for the promised teaching of the Holy
Spirit, than many who exclaim against him have done months, nay,
weeks! "
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The Rev. Robert Anderson, of Brighton, said, "The more I read of
Calvin the less Calvinistic do I find him, and the more I am delighted
with the devout and practical character of his meditations."
Toplady says, " The late Lord B--ke (viz., the celebrated infidel
and Tory) was one day reading in Calvin's Institutions; a clergyman
of his lordship's acquaintance coming on a visit, Lord B. said to him,
'You have caught me reading John Calvin. He was, indeed, a man
of great parts, profound sense, and vast learning. He handles the
doctrines of grace in a very masterly manner.' 'Doctrines of grace! '
replied the clergyman, 'the doctrines of grace have set all mankind
together by the ears.' 'I am surprised to hear you say so,' answered
Lord B.; 'you who profess to believe and to preach Christianity.
Those doctrines are certainly the doctrines of the Bible; and if I
believed the Bible, I must believe them: and let me seriously tell
you that the greatest miracle in the world is the subsistence of Christianity, and its continued preservation as a religion, when the preaching
of it is committed to the care of such unchristian wretches as you.' "
The above testimonies from Arminius, Baxter, Bishop Wilson,
Thomas Scott, Rev. Robert Anderson, and Toplady are taken from
scores of others which are printed at the end of Calvin's Commentary
on Joshua, pages 388, 391, 403, 405, 429, and 45l.
Principal Cunningham said, "John Calvin was by far the greatest
of the Reformers with respect to the talents he possessed, the influence
he exerted, and the services he rendered in the establishment and
diffusion of important truth. . . . Calvin did what the rest of the
Reformers did, and, in addition, he did what none of them either did
or could effect." He concludes his great essay on Calvin by saying
that we are" confirmed in our admiration and veneration for Calvin,
or rather in our gratitude to the great Head of the Church for all the
gifts and graces which He bestowed upon that great man, and for
all that He did through Calvin's instrumentality."
In reference to the testimonies to Calvin's great worth printed in
Calvin's Commentary on Joshua, by the Calvin Translation Society,
Dr. Cunningham says that they are" from eminent men of all classes
and opinions, of all ages and countries, including not only Calvinists
and theologians, but also infidels and Arminians, statesmen and
philosophers, scholars, and men of letters. . .. They fill above 100
pages in the last volume of his works which contains the translation
of his Commentary upon Joshua" (The Reformers and the Theology
of the Reformation, pp. 292, 293, 300, and 344.)
It is clear that the view of the Dean of Durham that" No convinced
Christian ever did so much harm to the cause of Christianity as John
Calvin" was not held by a large number of "eminent men of all
classes and opinions." The late Bishop Ryle in reference to Toplady's
Historic Proof of the Doctrinal Calvinism of the Church of England,
says, "It proves irrefragably, whether men like it or not, that Calvinism
is the doctrine of the Church of England, and that all her leading
divines, until Laud's time, were Calvinists. All this is done logically,
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clearly, and powerfully. No one, I venture to think, could read the
book through, and not feel obliged to admit that the author was an
able man" (Christian Leaders of the Eighteenth Century, p. 380).
In conclusion, we would say that we need to get back to a humble
reception of all that God has revealed in His Word, and to a gracious
and humble setting forth in due proportion of all Gospel truth. It
may be true that. some have presented the doctrine of Predestination
in a harsh and forbidding manner, but that is no justification for
rejecting the doctrine altogether. Let us rather stand in awe of
God's Word, humbly welcome all its truths, and seek for His grace
to walk in harmony with them. Knowing that we have nothing
that we did not receive, let us be tender and kind in our dealings with
those who, as yet, have not been taught of God to rejoice humbly
in His predestinating grace and mercy. God alone can teach them
and us.
"HE'S MY

KEEPER."

As we walked in the country one Saturday morning we came across
an elderly man who had been the clerk and sexton of a neighbouring
church. He was leaning against a wooden structure. We found in
conversation that he seemed to have the fear of God in his heart, and
we were impressed as we left him by the words he used. He said,
" He's my Keeper," speaking of God. That certainly is a truth in
which every believer needs to rejoice. We certainly cannot keep
ourselves. We are always in temporal and spiritual peril. Our constant prayer needs to be, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe! and
I will have respect unto Thy statutes continually" (Ps. cxix. 117).
How easily we may fall, nay, we might say, How grievously we may
fall, unless the Lord in mercy keeps us. Walking very humbly and
softly before the Lord we need to pray, "Hold up my goings in Thy
paths, that my footsteps slip not" (Ps. xvii. 5). Keep me by Thy
mighty power from every thought, word, or deed which may be contrary to Thy holy will. Oh, how we need to watch and pray lest we
enter into temptation. "My help cometh from the Lord, which made
heaven and earth." For our comfort it is written, " The Lord is thy
Keeper," "The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He shall
preserve thy soul" (Ps. cm. 2, 5, 7).
" Kept by the power of God" we shall be safe. Let us beware of
self-confidence, and humbly trust in Him alone as our Keeper. He
can keep us by night and by day. "Behold, He that keepeth Israel
shall neither slumber nor sleep" (Ps. cxxi. 4).

"WE Christians distinguish ourselves from the heathen, that while
they worship gods which they have made, we are worshipping the God
that made us and all the world."-Mauhew Henry.
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Jl)oung folks' page.

STAND CLEAR!
THE train was due to start at 1.55, and as I came up the steps from
the subway, I saw that it was already waiting at the platform. Many
people had taken their seats, and others were standing by the open
doors, chatting with friends. Glancing at the clock, I saw there was
still ten minutes to spare, so I did not hurry, but strolled along looking
for a seat. Suddenly there was a stir, a cry; porters rushed at the
doors, slamming them shut, and the guard ran down the platform
shouting "Stand clear! stand clear!" A girl was standing with
one foot on the step, half in and half out of the train, and the guard
strode roughly between, forcing her on to the platform. She quite
resented it, and protested, but without stopping to argue, the man
replied, "I said, 'Stand clear!' There's only one' stand clear,' madam."
I was afraid the train was starting; but they were only moving it a
short distance; that was the cause of the commotion. It was over
in a moment, and I found a comfortable seat.
But I did not forget the little incident. The guard's voice had been
so urgent and imperative as he rushed down the platform-" Stand
clear! stand clear!" The words rang in my ears. Surely it was
foolish of the passenger to be annoyed; she would not obey the order,
and the guard was only doing his duty when he pushed her away.
She might have been seriously hurt if he had left her alone, and I
think she should have been grateful instead of resentful. But people
are often like that; they shut their eyes to danger, and would rather
not be warned.
How many thousands of people there are who just go carelessly
on from day to day, determined to think of nothing but this present
world. It is not for want of warning; there is scarcely a day without
the announcement of a tragedy; funerals pass along the road· death
comes to our town, our street, our very home, with its awful warning
of judgment to come. Yet most people go blindly on, apparently
forgetting they must die themselves. Or, if they do admit the
certainty of it, they say God is merciful, and they have never done
any harm. It is a mystery where this theology comes from, for
there is no trace of it in the Bible, nor in any other religion that I know
of. To die with one's sins upon one's own head is too awful to realize.
What a mercy it is that we have a God Who can make His warnings
heard and heeded. Have you seen your danger, and fled for refuge
to Jesus the Saviour ~ If the Lord Jesus bore your sins in His own
body on the tree, then His righteousness is laid to your account,
and not even the judgment seat of God can have any terrors for you.
But it is not only the unconverted who need warning. I thought
again of the guard's words the other day when I was discussing with
a friend the question of amusements for young Christians. When
Christian boys and girls grow up, and leave the shelter of their own
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homes, this is one of the problems that faces them at once. How
much or how little are they to share in the pleasures of the people
amongst whom their lot is cast ~ They are " in the world," so they
cannot isolate themselves completely; yet "not of the world," so
they are to be in some sense aloof and apart. Workers among young
people are often asked such questions as these: "Is it wrong to go
to the pictures ~" "Is it right to dance ~" "Can a Christian
play cards, or go to the theatre?" And what they would like is a
dogmatic answer, "Yes, it is right," or, "It is wrong." But the
Bible lays down principles rather than gives special commands in
such matters. Many pleasures may in themselves be harmless, but
become wrong because of their associations. For example, nobody
could say that dancing in itself is sinful; David danced, Miriam
led the women in dancing. But this was spontaneous, for sheer
joy of heart.
Watch a girl in these days preparing for a dance. First of all,
she will spend hours over the great question of her dress and personal
appearance. Then the time of the festivity arrives. If she is popular,
she is quickly booked for all the dances, and she passes triumphantly
through the evening. If she is shy and less brilliant, she goes through
the humiliating experience of sitting out half the evening. In the
early hours of the morning she comes home to bed with her mind
highly excited, either with elation, or with jealousy or mortification.
Apart from all other considerations (and there are many), is this a fit
state of mind for a girl whose ornament is to be a meek and quiet spirit ~
Take a young medical student who has learnt to play cards; out
of good nature he is willing to make up a four at bridge. The stakes
may not be high; but he is learning to gamble, and I doubt if there
is anything more demoralizing. Can you imagine the Apostle Paul
" redeeming the time" in such a way ~
These are just two examples. It seems essential that in the case
of such doubtful pleasures, the Christian's duty is to " stand clear,"
and avoid them completely. But nowadays you will ~e told that
Christians do continue to do these things, and that they do them
in order to retain or to gain an influence over their friends, presumably
in the hope of leading them to the Saviour. This is nothing but a
snare of the devil to keep them entangled in the ways of the world.
How can it ever be right to do evil that good may come ~ I was
told of one girl who gave up her luxurious home in order to devote
her life to God's work; yet she still smokes, drinks, and dances,
because she thinks she would lose her hold over her friends if she
appeared different from them. She evidently thinks their conversion depends on her work. Many people have this feverish idea
that God wants their work presented to him; but Paul did not
beseech the Roman believers to present their work to God; it was
themselves, their souls and bodies. Christ requires of His people that
they shall follow Him, and the closer we walk with Him, the more
solitary is that walk, the more separate from the world.
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But we all need recreation and amusement. What should be our
guide in this matter ~ The first rule is in these words: "Do all to
the glory of God." Try your amusements by that standard. Then
remember those words of Paul to the Philippians: "Whatsoever
things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report; if there
be any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these things." And
finally, if you have any doubt at all, " Stand clear."
DAMARIS.
(In addition to what our esteemed contributor has said of the references to dancing in the Bible we would point out that the Bible never
sanctions men and women dancing together. The modern custom
of the sexes dancing together is fraught with much spiritual peril.
We hope all our readers will follow the warning of Damaris and" stand
clear" of this evil.-EDITOR.)

(!totnsponbrnCf.
SIR AMBROSE FLEMING ON THEORIES OF EVOLUTION.
To the Editor of the " Morning Post."
Sm.-In a leading article in the Morning Post headed" War and
Christianity," the writer of it says: "The great majority of Christian
apologists now accept the scientific theory of evolution as a Divine
creative process." May I be permitted to controvert this statement
as incorrect ~
On the purely scientific side there is no generally accepted theory
of organic evolution based on indisputable facts. The Darwinian
theory has been, and is, rejected as insufficient by many most competent biologists, e.g., Virchow, Etheridge, Vialleton, Sir J. W. Dawson,
Bateson, Fleischmann, and many others to-day.
Mr. A. R. Wallace did not accept it as regards human mental and
spiritual powers. Some seem to cling to an indefined postulate of
evolution, but the eminent palreontologist, Mr. H. F. Osborn, told
the British Association in 1931; "We are more at a loss than ever
to understand the causes of evolution. One after another the BufIonian,
Lamarckian, Darwinian, Weismannian, and de Vriesian theories of
causation have collapsed."
Those who have most carefully considered the subject are of the
opinion that, as regards the human race, any theory of automatic
evolution from the animal races is inconsistent with faith in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and when embraced tends rather to an
agnostic attitude of mind. It would be easy to give the names of
Christian apologists who, so far from accepting, have rejected entirely
any theories of evolution expounded to-day as proved Divine creative
processes.
AMBROSE FLEMING.
Sidmouth.
(The Morning Post, July 16th. 1937.)
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In $elUOttatn.
THE LATE MR. J. W. DODGSHUN, OF LEEDS.
ANOTHER reader of our time-honoured Magazine has been called
Home. A letter received to-day( Aug. 12th) says, "I am writing to
inform you about the death of my father who died in a nursing home
at Leeds, on Friday, August 6th, and was interred at Zion Chapel on
Monday, August 9th."
About four years ago Mr. Dodgshun and his son were passing through
Whitington and called on us, and had tea with us. We remember his visit with pleasure and we enjoyed Christian fellowship
with him and his son. Now he is with the Lord, and Heaven
is the richer for his presence there. His son writes, "He was active
almost to the last and had led a useful life. . . . It is a joy to know
he is now with the Lord Whom he loved, and Who loved him. Our
common hope is the Resurrection to be with all those who love Him
and love one another."
Our warm Christian and tender sympathy is extended to the family
in their great sorrow.
========
THE WORD OF GOD IN THREADNEEDLE STREET.
ON the morning of May 21st we were walking from Liverpool Street
Station to St. Paul's on our way to the annual meeting of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE Trustees. The Bus strike prevented our going by Bus. As
we walked along Threadneedle Street two men were walking near to us.
To our surprise and delight we heard one of them quoting the prophet
Jeremiah. Slowly and distinctly he was repeating to his companion,
" Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him
that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me,
that I am the Lord which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the
Lord" (Jer. ix. 23, 24). Hearing some of these words of God quoted
in one of the principal streets of the City of London, we could not
refrain from turning to the man, and telling him how delightful it was
to hear the Word of God being quoted. Whereupon the two walked
with us for a few yards, and the man who quoted the above words
proceeded to tell us that at some previous time he had opened his
Bible while in the open-air, and his eye fell upon those words, and
they proved a blessing to him.
Truly in vain it is to glory in natural wisdom, human strength, or
earthly riches.
Blessed is that man who can glory in the fact that through Divine ;\
grace he understandeth and knoweth the Lord; for "This is life I '
eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, Whom Thou hast sent" (John xvii. 3).
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND ORDER.
AT Edinburgh, the Second World Conference on Faith and Order
is being held from August 3rd to August 18th. Delegates representing
all the Christian Churches except the Roman Catholic, are gathered
together to consider the obstacles which prevent the union of
Christendom in one world-wide Church.
Anglicans, Baptists, Congregationalists, Lutherans, Methodists,
Old Catholics, Orthodox, Presbyterians, Quakers, and others, are
present from all parts of the world. "Their aim will be to prepare
the way for the re-union of Christendom by free and frank discussion
of the points that divide them." "They will pray together, think
together, speak together, and seek to grow in deeper mutual understanding, each loyal to the truth for which his church stands, and
seeking to understand and appreciate those from whom he differs,
in common devotion to the one Lord and Master, Jesus Christ."
The promoters of this "one world-wide church" evidently wish
it to include the Church of Rome. The Archbishop of Canterbury,
preaching at St. Paul's Cathedral on Thursday, July 29th, to the
delegates of the world conferences at Oxford and Edinburgh, said,
"Even suppose-it is a bold supposition-that the Churches who
are co-operating in these conferences-Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant,
should find themselves united in one body, how can the separation
of the great Church of Rome be overcome? Yet if that separation
remains there can be no true and full re-union of Christendom. There
would only be instead. of many smaller schisms one vast schism in
the body. Well, we must have faith that God holds His Own plan,
and that He to Whom a thousand years are as one day will in His
Own time and way reveal and accomplish it."
An article in the Evangelical Quarterly for July 15th bears upon
this world-wide effort to promote the re-union of Christendom. It is
by the late Professor D. G. Malan, of Stellenbosch, South Africa.
He says, "We come now to promiscuous Church union, which has
been specially prominent of late. The idea is to combine the different
denominations into one big concern by weakening the characteristic
doctrines and systems of Church government of the denominations
concerned. To establish the Kingdom of Heaven on earth along
these lines is the idea of those who propagate this movement. But
this movement is certainly not Scriptural, because it is not given to
man to establish the Kingdom of Heaven in its outward form on
earth. This will only happen when the King of Righteousness comes
again in His glory. Moreover, such an unnatural and artificial combination of the different denominations must inevitably lead to a
colourless interdenominational body which is unable to give definite
guidance or direction."
He goes on to repudiate the idea "that the unity for which Christ
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prayed in His High Priestly prayer in St. John xvii. was meant to be
an outward unity, but rather the deeper spiritual unity of all true
believers which does not exclude pluriformity of the different separate
churches." He advocates the promotion of "the union of likeminded spirits from all the different countries of the world," and
he " seeks the union of those who in principle think and feel alike ...
the unity of truly like-minded spirits. And this is, after all, the
only union which can be permanent and which will bring true blessing
to the Church of Christ" (pages 223, 224).
In reference to this determined effort to promote the re-union
of Christendom we would make two remarks:1. The truly regenerated people of God are already one body. By
the baptism of the Holy Ghost they have all been baptized into one
body (1 Cor. xii. 13). There is but one body of which Christ is the
Head. "He is the Head of the body, the Church" (Col. i. 18). All
the washed, the sanctified, and the justified are already" the body of
Christ, and members in particular" (1 Cor. vi. 11; xii. 27). To
them the apostle says, " Ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 28).
In other words, all the called and elect people of God constitute already
one Church and one body. The true Church consists only of the
elect, the called, and justified people of God. When the living members
of this one great Church of God, purchased with His Own blood,
meet, they soon discover that they are kindred spirits. There is no
need to endeavour to promote the re-union of the living members
of Christ's mystical body. It already exists. There is, no doubt,
room for its fuller manifestation, but the union has already been
brought about by the sovereign action of the Holy Ghost.
2. The union which is being sought by the World Conference of
Faith and Order is evidently the corporate union of all those who form
the various denominations of Christendom. It is a happy union
of tares and wheat. Our Lord teaches us that Satan has introduced
tares amongst the wheat. This movement is designed to bring into
visible union all the professing Christian churches in their mixed
condition. It seems to ignore the awful apostasy from Bible truth
which, more or less, characterizes the various denominations. It is
well known that there is little to choose between the errors of Rome
and the errors of the Orthodox Church. It is well known that the
Church of England has largely departed from its Protestant Articles
and formularies. It is well known that Nonconformity is largely
permeated with Modernism and worldliness. Yet it is desired to
unite in one great world-wide Church organizations which officially
adhere to serious erroneous doctrines, and members of professed
Protestant churches who no longer cling to the faith once delivered
to the saints, and openly renounce the Protestant and Evangelical
principles of the Reformation.
A union of this kind cannot surely be justified by the Word of God.
Our Lord warns us to "beware of false prophets." This movement
seems to ignore that warning, and to encourage a warm welcome to
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those who are steeped in error. Even good men are in danger of
joining forces with those who no longer stand for the old Protestant
and distinctively Evangelical truths. What need there is to take
heed to the Apostolic warning about evil fellowships, "Be ye not
unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ~ and what communion hath light with
darkness ~ And what concord hath Christ with Belial ~ or what
part hath he that believeth with an infidel ~ And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols ~ for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and
I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing" (2 Cor. vi. 14-17).
The true people of God need to be content to walk alone, and to
do their Lord's work without at any time joining forces with Sacerdotalists and Modernists.
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