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" For we must all appear before the J'udgment seat of CHRIST,. that
everyone may reeeive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good Of bad.""'-'-2 CORINTHIANS
v. 10.
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" THE judgment seat of CHRIST" is mentioned twice in the New
Testament, here and in Romans xiv. 10. In this latter passage,
the apostle says, "Why d6st thou judge thy brother 1 or why
dost thou set at nought thy brother 1 for we shall all stand befote
the judgment seat of CHRiST."
The time when CHRIST will exercise His ]11dicial functions is
at His second coming. The apostle felt that it was a small thing
to be judged by man's judgment, or by his own judgment. Man's
judgment may err. "But," says the apostle, "lIe that judgeth"
me is the LORD." He will m.ake no mistake in judging the work
or His servants. Their constant aim should be to be faithful,
but CHRIST alone can infallibly judge of their faithfulness. "Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the LORD come, Who
both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will
make manifest the counsels of the hearts : and then shall, every
man have praise of GOD" (see 1 Cor. iii. 1-5).
Now CHRIST'S judicial functions will extend to the world at
large, and also in a special sense towards His Church. "The
FATHER hath committed all judgtnetlt unto the SON." He" was
ordained of GOD to be the JUDGE of quick and dead." GOD
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"will iudge the world in righteousness by that MAN Whom He
hath ordained" (John v. 22; Acts x. 42; xvii. 31).
The passage we are considering has primary reference to the
Church of GOD. We propose, therefore, to draw attention to three
things: first, let us think of the persons who must appear before
the judgment seat of CHRIST; secondly, let us think of the reason
why they must appear there; thirdly, let us consider the influence
which this great fact should have· upon their work and conduct.
1. First, let us think of the persons who must appear before the
judgment seat of CHRIST.
"We must all appear before the judgment seat of CHRIST."
The apostle would appear there. All the saints at Corinth would
appear there. To them he was writing. Of them he was speaking.
They had been washed, sanctified, and justified, but that would
not prevent them from appearing before CHRIST'S judgment
seat (see 1 Cor. vi. 11). Paul had been saved and called with an
holy calling (2 Tim. i. 9), but nevertheless he would be amongst
the whole company of GOD'S people who would appear before
CHRIST'S judgment seat. All believers without exception must
stand before that judgment seat.
Does this mean that GOD'S people are ignorant of their eternal
state until the LORD comes·~ Does it mean that those who die
in the LORD or those believers who are alive when the LORD comes
are uncertain of their eternal future until they hear a judicial
word spoken by CHRIST when He comes again ~
This chapter (2 Cor. v.) and the whole teaching of Scripture
answer with a decisive" No" to these questions. "We know,"
says the apostle, "that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of GOD, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens." "We are always confident,
knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent
from the LORD. . .. We are confident, I say, and willing rather
to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord"
(2 Cor. v. 1, 6, 8). There was no doubt about the blessedness
of the dying thief: "Verily I say· unto thee, to-day shalt thou be
with Me in paradise" (Luke xxiii. 43). The godly who are absent
from the body are present with the LORD. They are with CHRIST
in heaven.
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There is no condemnation for CHRIST'S people. "They shall
not come into condemnation." "They shall. never perish"
(John v. 24; x. 28). They do not belong to them who draw
back unto perdition. They belong to those who believe to the
saving of the soul (see Heb. x. 39). They are begotten again to
a living hope, to an inheritance which is reserved in heaven for
them. They are called unto eternal glory. Being justified they
have peace with GOD, and rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD.
No charge can be effectually laid against them, and no one can
condemn them. "There is no condemnation to them which are
in CHRIST JESUS." Whom he predestinated, He also called, " and
whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified,
them He also glorified." GOD hath not appointed them to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Their Divine
SAVIOUR has promised to come again and receive them unto Him'self, that where He is, there they may be also. To bestow upon
them the fulness of His salvation is the object of His second comiilg.
Do you doubt these things 1 Then look up the following
passages: 1 Peter i. 3, 4; v. 10; Romans v. 1, 2; viii. 1, 30, 33, 34;
1 Thessalonians v. 9, 10; John xiv. 3. Heavenly blessedness is sure
now for all the elect people of GOD.
, "We know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him;
for we shall see Him as He is."· "We know that we have passed
from death unto life" (1 John iii. 2, 14). We know that the
dead in CHRIST shall be raised incorruptible, and living believers
shall be changed, and we shall be caught up to meet the LORD
in the air and be for ever with Him (1 Cor. xv. 52; 1 Thess. iv.
16, 17). Hence we look with joy for the coming of the SAVIOUR,
because we are assured that He is coming to fetch His ransomed
people home.
Let us comfort one another with this great truth: "Rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of CHRIST'S sufferings; that when
His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding
joy" (1 Pet. iv. 13).
2. Now let us think, secondly, of the reason why GOD'S saved
people shall stand before the judgment seat of CHRIST.
Without claiming infallibility, I propose to put before our
readers what seems to be the teaching of Scripture on this point.
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The apostle sa.ys, H We must all appear before the jl.ldgment
seat of CHRIST; that every one may reQeiv~ the things done in
his body, according to that he hatll done, whether it be gQod
or bad." Evidently the LO~D?S people, while they tlr~ in the
body, andev~;n though their bodies. are temples of the ROLY
GHOST, may do thing-a both good and bad. We must all ~,orrow
fullyacknowl~ge that tb-is is tlue of evefY believer without
ex:ception H In many things we Qffend all" (James iii. 2)~ H If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves" (1 John j.8).
An the good and bad things that we think, ~ay, or do, are kno~n
to ~, the SON of G6D, Who hath His eyes like unto 8t tlameof fire,n
~nd He says, H I am He which ~earcheth the r~ins~nd hearts:
and I will give unto everyone of you according to YQ-q.r work$'~
(Rev. ii. 18, 23).
It seems clear that when the LonD comes He will take special
note of the service which His people have rendered to Him during
Ris absence. The parable of the pounds suggests that, during
pur LORD'S ab~nce, He has impar~d to His people talents which
they are to use till lIe comes. On His return His serv~n,t$ will
stand before Him that it may beoome ~vident how they have
used their talents. Of course, some are onlynominally His servants.
They give evidence th~t they do not, really b~long to Him, and
hence they will be "cast into outer darkness.'? This is taught
in the Parable of the Talents (Matt. xxv. 30).
RetllFniP.g to the Parable of the Pounds, we find. one servant
'saying, "LORD, Thy pO"Q.D.d hath gained ten pounds," and the
LORD says, " Well, thou good servant, because thoij. hast been
faithful' in .a very' little, have thou authority over ten. cities. "
Another sew'ant says, ~, :{JORD, Thy pound hath gained five pounds,"
and the LORD says, "Be thou also over five cities." Neither
takes any honouI to himself. They speak of the pound as " Thy
pound," and the LORD rewards them. in proportion to the use
they have made of His money. One becomes a ruler over ten
cities, and the other over five cities. That is, they receive rewald~
of grace of different degrees of responsibility.
Bishop J. 0.' Ryle says of this passage, ~'Each wa.s rewarded
according to his .diligence.. The doctl'ine of reward according
to works seems to stand QU'b here as well as in other places of
t
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Scripture. Our title to heaven is all of grace. Out degree of
glory in heaven will be proportioned to our work. 'Every man
shall receive his own reward, according to his own labour.' Henry
remarks, 'There ~re degrees of glory in heaven. Every vessel
will be alike full, but not alike large. And the degree of glOfY
there will he according to the degree of usefulness here' (1 Cor.
iii. ,a)" (Ryle's 'f Expository Thoughts an L,uke," Vo!. 11, p. 305).
FtJ-lJther teaching on this subject is given iD; the third ch~pter of
the First Epistle to the Corinthian~. Th~ apostle there speak~
of CH;RIS'l' as the only foundation. Labop.re~s in GOD'~ vineyar<:l
are bidden to take heed how they b~ild on this fQund~tion. It
is pQ~ible to build on it that which is comparable to gold, silver,
and precious stones. It is also possible to build on it that which
is comparable to wood,hay, and st'Q.bble. "Every man's worl}:
slw-ll be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, bec~use it
~h~U be revealed. by fire; and the fire ~hall try every man' ~ work
~f wh.at $prt it is. If any man's work ~bide which he h~th bllilt
thereupo.n, he $hall receive a reward. If any man's work ~h~ll
be. burn~d, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be stlveil.; yet
~o ,as by fire" (1 Oor. iii. 10-15).
Christian labourers may all trlJly acknowledge CHRIST to be
the only foundation, but they may bU,.ild on this fou:Q.df,ttion that
which will stand the test of CHRIST'S omniscient scrutiny, or th~t
of which He will entirely disapprove, If the work w~ do as CHRIST'S
servants is leally pleasing to Him, He will ~eward us according to
Qur labour. If any of the work we do is displeasing to Hip1, He
will reject it. He will tr~at it as so much wood, hay, and ~tubple,
to be burned up. Thus no reward shall be given for it, plJ.t the
labourer himself shall be saved.
There is no danger of any redeemed sinner being e;xcluded f:rom
heaven. He may lose rewards of grace, because some of hi~
la.bours have been of the flesh, rather than the result of bei~g.
led and taught by the SPIRIT, but he will not lose his soul. !he
great and unspeakable blessing of eternal life will still pe his.
This is a blessing secured to him wholly on the ground of CHltIST'S
obedience unto death. The teaching of the inspired apostle in
this chapter needs to be specially noted by GOD'S true people..
There is a great deal of work done in these days c~lled ~, ehur~h
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work," or "Christian work," which has no warrant in Scripture,
and cannot therefore be pleasing to our LORD and MASTER. Much
of this work may be done by unconverted professors, but even
true believers may thoughtlessly engage in it, through a failure
to bring everything to the test of Scripture.
Things good in themselves may not be pleasing to GOD, because
done with wrong motives. A minister might preach the truth,
and yet do it mainly to obtain the applause or approbation of
'men. Yet his supreme aim should be unreservedly to please
GOD and glorify His' name. Yet how prone we all are to seek
human approval and human praise!
~' Is there not a great deal of the world and of the f1.esh in the
professing Church to-day ~ We remember, reading a passage
in Bishop Ryle's works, in which he suggests that before the
Reformation there was an immense amount of rubbish in the
professing Church that needed to be carted away. The same
thing might be said to-day. Someone once said, "It is not the
business of the Church to amuse the goats." Yet the professing
Church is very largely governed by mere professors, and whist
drives, dances, concerts, entertainments, and dramatic farces
are resorted to, to keep young people and older ones together.
All manner of unscriptural methods are resorted to to obtain
money for work in connection with churches and chapels. Then,
who can imagine the apostles arranging for surpliced choirs,
musical services, processions, bowings, and 'crossings, and the
setting up of altars decked with candles and f1.owers, in connection
with the worship of GOD'~ Who can imagine the apostles preaching
about the League of Nations, the international situation, and
other political matters ~
If we were to bring the Acts of the Apostles and other parts
of the New Testament to bear on much that now obtains in the
professing Church, should we not feel that a great deal of rubbish
had accumulated which needed to be swept away ~ Where do
we read in Scripture of young ladies decorating churches with
f1.owers' at certain seasons in the year~ Where do we read of
f1.owers, cabbages, turnips, carrots, and potatoes being used to
decorate churches so as to enable people to thank GOD for the
food they eat and the clothing they wear~ Is it not absolutely
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certain that one great reason. for resorting to these things is to
attract a crowd and obtain a good collection 1 Is it not also
absolutely certain that large numbers on these occasions go to
church or chapel merely to see the show, and to hear the music 1
May we not hear the LORD say, " Shall I not visit for these things 1
saith the LORD. Shall not My soul be avenged on a Christendom
which is harbouring so much of the world, the flesh, and the devil 1 "
Let it be humbly acknowledged that we are all liable, more
or less, to do what is comparable to wood, hay, and stubble, and
let us prayerfully seek for grace to do GOD'S work only in GOD'S
way. It is no light matter for Christian people to ignore the
teaching of Scripture, and to follow their own way-the way
of the crowd, the way which has been merely customary. All
our thoughts, words, and ways are naked and open to Him with
Whom we have to do. Our LORD says, "That every idle word
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day
of judgment" (Matt. xii. 36).
The Apostle Paul says, "Whatsoever good thing any man
doeth, the same shall he receive of the LORD, whether he be bond
or free" (Eph. vi. 8). Again he says, "Whatsoever ye do, do
it heartily, as to the LORD, and not unto men; knowing that
of the LORD ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for
ye serve the LORD CHRIST. But he that doeth wrong shall receive
of the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of
persons" (Col. iii. 23-25).
3. Thirdly, let us briefly think of the influence which this great
fact should have upon their work and conduct.
In view of appearing before the judgment seat of Christ, the
apostle says, "Wherefore we labour, that, whether present (in
the body) or absent (from the body), we may be accepted of Him"
(2 Cor. v. 9). Another translation is, "Wherefore also we make
it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be well-pleasing unto
Him." Thus the knowledge that we must all appear before the
judgment seat of CHRIST should exercise a daily influence on our
work in His vineyard, and on our whole conduct.
Our constant aim should be "to be well-pleasing unto Him:'
It should not be to please ourselves, to please the world, or merely
to please our fellow Christians, but our aim should always be
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"to be, well-pleasing unto Him." ,AnCi as we are helpless to do
tpis o.u~selves, our pra"yer should be, "Now the GOD of peace . . .
mak~ us perfect in every good work to do His will, working in us
that 1!Jhioh is well~pleasing in His sight, through JESUS CHRIST;
to Wh9Ul b~ glory for ~ver a-nd ever. Aw.en" (Heb. xiii. 20, 21).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Ki~'s Lynn.
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(Thomas Houghton).

FAMILY PIETY.
Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children,
and their children another generation. "-JDEL i. 3.

IN this simple way, by God's grace, a living testimony for tru.th is
always to be kept alive in the land-,the 'beloved of the Lord are to
hand Clown their witn~ss for the Gospel, and the Covenant to their
heirs, and these again to their next descendants.
" This is our first duty, we are to begin at the family hearth. He
is a bad preacher who does not commence his ministry at home. The
heathen are to be sought by all means, and the highways and hedges
aFe to be se~rehed, but home has fl. prior claim, and woe unto tho~e
who reverse the order of the LOFd's arra.;ngementsr
" To teach our children is a personal duty. We cannot delegate it
to Sunday School teachers, or other friendly aids. These can assist
us,but cannot deliver us from the sacred obligation. Proxies and
~ponsors are wicked devices in this case. Mothers and f~thers must,
like Abraham, command their households in the fear of God, ~Il<l
talk with their offspring concerning the wondrous works of the Most
High.
" Parental teaching is a natural duty. Who so fit to look to the.
child's well-being as those who are the &uthors of his actllal being 1
To neglect the instruction of our offspring is worse than prutish.
" Family religion is necessary for the nation, for the family itself,
and for the Church of God. By a thousand plots Popery is coveFtly
-advancing in our land, and one of the most effectual means for resi~ting
its inroads is left almost neglected, namely, the instruction of children
in the faith. Would that parents would awaken to a sense of the
importance of this matter.
" It is a pleasant duty to talk of Jesus to our sons and daughters,
and the more so because it has often proved to be an accepted work;
for God has saved the children through the parents' prayers and
aclrp.onitions r May every !louse into which this volume shall come
honour the Lord and receive His smile."-(C. H. Spurgeon's " Evening
Readings," for July 11th.)
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'--'~ ~I.-~. ~ ...

~'WHERE

IS THY GOD 1 "

" My tears h(J1)~ b~en my meq,t day and night, whil~ they continually
say unto me, Where is thy God? "-PSALM xlii. 3.

Psalm is believed to have reference to the time when Absalom
rebelled against David. D avid, in consequence of Absalom's
rebellion, was obliged to flee from Jerusalem to the eastern
side of the l'iv6:f Jordan. On its eastern bank David halted.
Mount Hermon was located in the north. He was thus in "the
land Qf Jordan ~nd of the Hermonites," the Hermon range of hills.
To this he makes reference in verse 6 of the Psalm, "Therefore
will I remember Thee from the land of Jordan, and of the
Hermonites."
It w~s when David was P~~sil1g through this great trial that
his enemies taunted him with the question, ~'Where is thy God·~ "
They knew that David regarded Jehovah as his God, and that he
professed to trust in Him, and to serve Him. .But they now said,
in effect, What advantage is there
t~l;Lsting in a God Who has
evidently abandoned thee now in this great trif11 which has come
into thy life 1 If He is all that He is represented as being, where
is He now·1
This taunting, jeering, and unbelieving question, was not asked
for the last time ill D~vid's d~y. There are people tQ-:-day who,
jn view of the awf'll condition of the world, in· effect say~ H Whe~e
is God 1" Such an unbelieving q~estjon may rise up in the minds
pf God's people when they are overwhelmed with some tri~.l.
" Tb-e fiery da.rts of the wioked one" may inolude the question,
"Where is thy God 1 "
t. Let US think of the time when this question was asked by David' 8
. .
enem~es .
1. It was when he was shut off from spiritual privileges. When
at J erusa.lem he had gone with the multitude to the house of God,
the place where God's presence was in those days specially manifested. There the alk of God was. . There God dwelt between the
eherubims. (See Ps. lxxx. 1.) The pious Israelite, therefore,
when he went up to the tabernacle, felt that he was in 9lofJe touch
TillS
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with God. There in a special manner He manifested His presence.
Compelled to flee from Jerusalem, David felt he was excluded
from this special manifestation of the Divine presence. Hence he
cried, "My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall
I come and appear before God .~ " (verse 2). David's soul panted
after God.
In what way may our experience now he similar to David's ~
Many people speak of a Church or a Chapel as the house of God,
and even as a sanctuary or holy place, thus using words, applicable
to the Tabernacle or the Temple alone, of the present buildings
used for the worship of God. The· ark, .the mercy seat, the
cherubim, the Tabernacle, and the Temple are, however, now
abolished. The word" temple" is in the New Testament applied
to ·God's people. "Ye are the temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
There is now, therefore, no building in which God specially
dwells. ·To be shut off from a ChUrch or a Chapel is not to be
shut off from God.
"For Thou, within no. walls confined,
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going, take Thee to their home."
(Cowper.)

Yet, God's people may in some measure be shut off from spiritual
privileges.. They may be living in a place where the pure Gospel
is no longer·preached. They may be living in a place where there
are no others of God's people with whom they can have spiritual
fellowship. In many places to-day there is " a famine of hearing
of the words of the Lord" (Amos viii. 11), and the loneliness
which Elijah felt may' be experienced by many of God's saints.
Besides, there are times when God's people may experience the
hidings of His' face. Isaiah said, "I· will wait upon the Lord,
that hideth His face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for
Rim" (Isa. viii. 17).
Now, it is when we are in some way shut off from spiritual
privileges, or' when God is temporarily hiding His face, that the
taunting question may come, "Where is thy God~" The best
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answer to the question then. would be, "I will wait upon the Lord
and I will look for Him." I cannot see Him. His face seems to
be hidden from my view, but I will still look for Him, and I will
go on waiting for Him to display His power and His tender mercy
on my behalf.
2. This question came to David when he was suffering Divine
chastisement. We know that David's sin in the matter of Uriah
brought great chastisement upon him. Absalom's rebellion was
sent as a Divine chastisement. David felt that his sufferings at
this time were from the hand of his God. "Deep calleth unto
deep at the noise of Thy waterspouts; all Thy waves and Thy
billows are gone over me" (verse 7). The words "Thy waterspouts," "Thy waves," and "Thy billows," show that David
recognized that behind the rebellion of Absalom was the hand of
his God.
No child of God is without chastisement. "Whom the Lord
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth "
(Heb. xii. 6). The word "chastisement" means discipline.
Chastisement is not always due to any special sin (see John ix. 2,3).
But the restraints of discipline are good for us.
It was when David was feeling that the Divine waves and
billows were going over him that his enemies said, "Where is thy
God?" So, no doubt, Satan attacks us with taunting questions
like this when he thinks we are. most likely to be led away by
them.
3. This question came to David when God seemed to have
forgotten him. He says, "I will say unto God my Rock, Why hast
Thou forgotten me .? " There are such times in the experience of
God's saints, and they cry, "Hath God forgotten to be gracious?
Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies?" (Ps. !xxix. 9.)
"Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath
forgotten me." But does He ever forsake or forget His people ·1
Hear His own answer: "Can a woman forget her sucking child,
that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?
Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee" (Isa. xlix. 14, 15).
Yet it is when we imagine that God hath forgotten to be gracious
that we are in danger of being affected by the question, "Where
is thy God? "
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4.. This question came to David at a time of depression and
disquietude. His soul was cast down and disquieted (see verses
5, 6). He was depressed, uneasy, disturbed, anxious. It may be
said that this was due to a laok of faith, but who is there that
may not get down and depressed at times? Who is there that
does not have a juniper tree experience?' How trying, then,
when the enemy corries along, alid, finding us in that condition,'
says, "Where is thy God?"
11. Now, let us think of the character of this taunting question.
1. First it was a question which suggested doubt in regard to
God's love, His faithfulness, His sympathy, His compassion, His
power. Where is He? If He is the God you have thought Him
to be, would He have allowed you to pass through such deep
waters'~ Ah, here is a question of which we need to beware.
Our God can never be otherwise than He has revealed Himself to
be. True, His ways are often mysterious and, to our little minds,
inexplicable, but He is always the same in His revealed character.
He says, "I am the Lord, I change not" (Mal. iii. 6).
2. What a piercing and cutting question it was. "As with a
sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me ~ while they say
daily unto me, Where is thy God? " (verse 10). It cut David to
the quick to hear this taunt. If the suggestions which it contained
were true, he would be deprived of all the foundation of his hopes.
We may not always be able to answer such a question, but we
may depend upon it there is an answer.
3. Oft-repeated, too, was this question, "They continually say
unto me, Where is thy God?" "They say daily unto me, Whete
is thy God? " (verses 3, 10). No wonder that tears rolled down
David's cheeks as day' after day his enemies taunted him with
this question. It is easier to ask a question than to answer it,
and when we are depressed and saddened and seemingly abandoned, forsaken, and forgotten, we are not in a fit state to stand
against the wiles of the devil. How persevering ate the enemies 01
out souls. It seems sometimes, as if God permits us to experience
a prolonged petiod of spiritual conflict, and we ate 0 bHged to say,
" 0' our God, wilt· Thou tlot, judge them .?' fot we have no might
against this great company that cometh against us; neither know
we what to do; but our eyes are upon Thee " (2 Chron. xx. 12).
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Ill. Well, let us now think of the answer which might be given
to this taunting question.
1. Do you ask, "Where is thy God 1" Why, He is where He
has always been. "Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is
now their God 1 But our God is in the heavens; He hath done
whatsoever He hath pleased" (Ps. cxv. 2, 3). Heaven is His throne
and earth is His footstool, and" He doeth according to His will
in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou 1 "
(Dan. iv. 35.)
Though He allowed Absalom to usutp David's throne, Re did
not cease to rule on His own throne. Hence He is able to cause
all things to work together for His people's good.
2. Do you ask, "Where is Thy God 1" He is where He always,
has been in His love to His people.. He has loved them from
eternity. Re has displayed His redeeming and regenerating love
towards them, and He assures them that nothing can separate
them from His love. (See Rom. viii. 38, 39.)
3. He is where He always has been in regard to His faithfulness.
He is "the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with
them that love Him" (Deut. vii. 9). He abideth faithful.
4. He is where He was as to His power. With Him all things
are possible. He is ever able to guide, to keep, to deliver, and to
bless Ris believing people.
" This God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end."
(Hart.)

I
1-

Thus, though DaVid was taunted by His enemies, He could
still speak of God as "the living God," "My God," "The God
of my life,''' "God my Rock," "The God of my strength," "God
my exceeding joy" (Ps. xlii. 2, 6, 8; 9; xliii. 2, 4).
Whatever their circumstances, God is always the reigning and
the unchangeable God of all Ris people. May we be enabled to
hope in Him, assured that as He has been mindful of us, He will
still bless us.
THE EDITOR.
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A SPECIAL WORD TO OUR READERS.

OUR readers will be interested to know that the Annual Meeting
of the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was held in London
on Friday, June 24th.
The Balance Sheet for 1937 was read and considered. This
showed that there was a deficiency of £15 8s. 4d. This was partly
due to a reduction in the donations to our GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund. Since the meeting was held, one of the Trustees, who
was unable to be present, has kindly sent a donation of £10. We
are, of course, very grateful for this kind help. Our readers
will see, however, that we still need the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund
to enable us to carry on our important testimony to the great
truths of the doctrines of grace. The circulation of the Magazine
is much the same as in the previous year.
The Trustees are very grateful for the kind and generous help
received from a great many readers for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund. They also rejoice when they hear of new subscribers
taking the place of some who have been called home.
We live in days, however, when all the old truths are being
rejected. A magazine, like ours, which is pledged to stand for
those truths which are commonly called Calvinistic, is never
likely to be popular. The truths for which it stands, however,
are Bible truths-truths taught by Christ and the apostles, truths
taught by Augustine, truths taught by the Reformers, the Puritans,
and by many of the leaders of the great Evangelical Revival of
the eighteenth century. These truths are set forth in the Thirtynine Articles of the Church of England and in the Westminster
Confession of Faith. Therefore we must not be ashamed of them.
Rather must we stand fast in them, and rejoice in the comfort
which they bring to our souls.
We appeal to all our readers to use their influence to increase
the number of our subscribers. Let us make it a matter of regularprayer that the Lord will supply all the needed funds for carrying
on this work, that He will give increasing grace to those who
contribute to the contents of the Magazine, and that He will so
operate upon thousands' of hearts throughout the world that the
number of those who regularly take the Magazine may be very
largely increased, and that great blessing may attend the circulation
of His truth by means of its pages. Let us give ourselves continually to prayer.
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WELLSPRINGS.
THE LATE

MR.

TOM BRYANT.

" A. servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. "-JAMES i. 1.
" A.nd ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake."-2 CORINTHIANS iv. 5.
IT has been left to far abler pens than this one, to give the sacred
references to our late beloved .friend, Mr. T. Bryant. But, claiming
a hallowed and unwavering friendship of forty-two years' duration, I
am constrained to add my testimony to the exceeding grace of God
which so eminently adorned his life and that, too, in every phase of it.
No two texts could better describe him than those two which I have
been led to select. He was a true " servant of God and· of the Lord
Jesus Christ," and an untiring, unflagging servant of the Church of
God "for Jesus' sake," delighting to spend and be spent in that
service which was" perfect freedom."
A humble walker, grace ever seasoning his conversation, the most
kindly of dispositions, and never more happy than when serving
others in the cause of Christ; a pillar of the Church at St. Mary-le-Port ;
a constant teacher in two Bible Classes; and a devoted and profitable
hearer and doer of the Word. The Church on earth is indeed the
poorer by his removal. Others have told us in the many touching
references of his desire from his youth to serve the Lord, and from
his own lips recently on the last but one of his sacred visits to the
writer, he told of his conversion and how it dated back to a Sabbath
morning when making his way to St. Werburgh's. A clergyman
overtaking him inquired the way thither and together they walked.
When reaching the Church the stranger thanked him for his guidance
and said, " Young man, are you a Christian ~ " and oh, how characteristic of our dear friend's subsequent manner of speech, so honest
in all he spake, he quickly replied, " No, sir; but I want to be."
And the Rev. H. Barne (for he it was who was in the providence of
God supplying the pulpit that day) replied tenderly, "Let us have
a talk after service," and that conversation resulted under Divine
blessing in the parting of the ways in dear young Bryant's life. His
autograph in a small birthday book of mine containing the names
of some worthies, runs thus, " Oct. 21st born, 1864; John i. 13, 1881."
After several years he joined the Church of St. Mary-le-Port and
under the faithful, Christ-exalting ministry there of the late beloved
James Ormiston, he grew in grace and was established, built up, and
edified in the faith of God's elect. He was a diligent reader of the
Word and ever earnestly and prayerfully sought and waited upon
the Holy Spirit to be his Teacher and Illuminator. He had a remarkable memory, sanctified by the Holy Ghost, and a great aptitude of
bringing up quotations of some one or other of the servants of God
at the Tight moment. It was always a pleasure and profitable season
26
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to hear him speak-there was ever the assurance that if Mr. Bryant
was chairman at any meeting, ~he right and courteous words would
be spoken and the meeting happily and successfully held.
When in more recent years he succeded to the duties of Churchwardenship, the text which settled .him to accept it was 1 Corinthians
xv. 58, and that office brought him much added happiness in his
last days. He loved the Rector, and there was a warm and mutual
bond of union between them, and it was a touching reply and so
characteristic of the whole life of the Lord's dear servant, when the
Rector recently considerately asked him if he " found the extra duties
too much and would.he like to relinquish the office 1 " Mr. Bryant
replied in his ever ready zeal, " I hope to serve St. Mary-Ie-Port with
my last breath." He always served in love and did all so humbly
and unobtrusively, betokening his real joy and recognition of the
privilege of being " your servant for Jesus' sake."
There were beautiful episodes, too, in his domestic life, but upon
which we would love to but may not enlarge in this limited space.
Well do we remember on one occasion many years ago, calling to
inquire for him. He was taken ill just on the eve of leaving home
for a greatly anticipated visit to his beloved and esteemed friends at
Peldon Rectory, Colchester, for as long as that honoured servant of
Jesus Christ (the Rev. D. L. Johnson) lived, Mr. Bryant counted it
his annual treat to spend his holiday under that hospitable roof.
I found him on this occasion weak and sad, but without the least
semblance of rebellion. He told me with joy that he had had a word
direct from his Lord that morning while reading Genesis xiii, when
the words, "Lift up now thine eyes" of the fourteenth verse, shone
out as gold and were richly blessed to his soul and sustained his mind
in perfect peace resting upon the will of his God. He subsequently,
during that period of invalidism, embroidered those words and had
them framed, and often in after years was delighted to hear how they
were a word in season as they spoke from the walls of the room where
they hang to this day.
Then there was his devoted care of his widowed mother in her old
age; his brotherly love to the friend of his youth and the subsequent
devoted fatherly care he bestowed upon that friend's two children
when they were doubly orphaned. These are but parts of a beautiful
story which made up our dear friend's happy life in serving others
and in which self always came last and was denied.
And what can we say of his letters, so full of the Holy Spirit's
unction and quickening, and testifying to the exceeding grace of
God in answered prayer and encouragements to pray and look out
for the answer 1 His joy was what one might term buoyant, when
. he wrote to relate of the raising up again of this and that dear friend
through prevailing intercession. On so recent an occasion as March of
this year, he wrote, "What should we do without the throne of grace?
Our God is indeed ' a present Help.'" And with this letter he enclosed
the few lines which speak to us now in such forcefJlllanguage :-
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Then shall 1 know. "-1 CORINTHIANS xiii. 12.
" Not till the loom is silent
And the shuttles cease to fly,
Shall God unroll the canvas,
And explain the reason '.Vhy
The dark threads are as needful,
In the Weaver's skilful hand,
As the threads of gold and silver,
In the pattern He has planned."

In June he wrote tenderly of a beloved and mutual friend's state
of health and which troubled him much: "I am indeed grieved to
hear of her weak condition and shall pray the more earnestly thatthe
Lord will undertake for His loved servant and keep her mind in
perfect peace, because stayed on Him! It is a rich mercy that not
one of His dear children can ever be so weak as to fall below the
reach of His promise. 'They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength.' I can so prayerfully sympathize with her loved
relatives."
The last letter but one was dated May 14th, acknowledging a little
poem I had sent him, which ran thus :To meet my Master there."
"The day's long work is done; the west is red;
The plough stands still; the gathered sheep are fed;
And I, the Master's servant, turn and come
From furrow'd field and pastoral upland home.
Home! 'neath the vesper star to still repose;
Home! on the sounds of day the door to close,
Home! to the twilight home of peace and prayer;
Home! but a servant still, to meet my Master there! "
" HOME!

" Thank you very much for your kind letter and also for the beautiful
lines you enclose. It is true I often feel weary in my work, but not
of the Lord's work. 'His service is perfect freedom,' and He gives
rest to the soul. And what a supporting joy it is to k.now that when
one must stand aside, there is ' HOME and to meet my Master there.'
One cannot say how soon it will be. The desire is to occupy till He
come or call. . . . I thank you very sincerely and gratefully for all
your kind help in the Monday classes. I receive much blessing in
my study of the Psalms and trust others who attend also share the
blessing. I am deeply grieved about dear Mrs. - - . I would not
intrude by even a word on her much needed and desired time of
perfect quietness. The Lord is there! That is our comfort, and we
can pray for her, which I do constantly, that a measure of restored
strength may be given her and her mind kept in perfect peace stayed
upon Him."
And thus the Lord's dear servant laboured on, content to spend
and be spent in his Master's service and never weary in the well-doing
to which he was so evidently called and for which he was so eminently
qualified.
Our dear Mr. Bryant was a trusted servant of his firm. He was
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a trusted servant for Jesus' sake, to all his friends; and he was an
entrusted servant of the Church of Christ. He served faithfully and
fully up to his last breath; he had been out sick visiting as usual and
was making for home when a false step on these roads of danger proved
the messenger of death. Can we doubt that a convoy of angels
commissioned to their " charge" descended, though unseen by man,
and conveyed the spirit of our beloved friend from that ambulance
to his eternal rest. There with the blood-bought throng of the
Redeemed His servants serve Him without sin, sadness, sorrow, or
distraction. "They rest from their labours, and their works do
follow them."

R.

VAIN CONFIDENCES
A MINISTER was visiting a poor invalid woman and in the course
of conversation he expressed the hope that God had pardoned her sins.
She at once replied that no one could have that assurance. He
endeavoured to show her from the Word of God that the pardon of
sin was a blessing which God bestows on all who trust in the merits
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But she interrupted him, and told him
that in her young days she had attended Sunday School and been
a singer in the choir. Her son also (now grown up) had been in the
choir and looked very nice in a surplice. She was evidently full of
self-righteousness and thought there was no ground for fear of the
future in her case. Attendance at Sunday School and singing in a
Church choir seemed to be a sufficient reason in her view for hope
of heavenly blessedness.
It is to be feared that many are like this poor woman. Going about
to establish their own righteousness they do not trust in the blood
and righteousness of Christ. Her case also illustrates the evil of
deliberately inviting unconverted persons to take the lead in the
praises of God's people.
THE MYSTERY OF PREDESTINATION.
" THE mystery of predestination should always be handled with care.
The claims of Divine sovereignty and the limitations of our knowledge
should sober every reverent mind in approaching or dealing with this
subject. Hence the words of the Westminster Divines deserve our
attention when they say, 'The doctrine of this high mystery of
predestination is to be handled with special prudence and care, that
men attending the will of God revealed in His Word, and yielding
obedience thereunto, may from the certainty of their effectual vocation
be assured of their eternal election. So shall this doctrine afford
matter of praise, reverence, and admiration of God, and of humility,
diligence, and abundant consolation to all that sincerely obey the
Gospel.' "-(" The Reformed Faith," by the Rev: D. Beaton, p. 24.)
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anb Notts of Setttlons.
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

A

SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,

M.A.,

DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" Who of God is made unto us Righteousness."-l

CORINTHIANS

i. 30.·

IT is gainful employ to analyse the term Righteousness. The study
instructs and elevates the mind. All knowledge is dignity and power;
especially knowledge of true Righteousness.
The meaning, though exceeding grand, is not obscure. It expresses
exact rectitude, undeviating adherence to right line, uncompromising
conformity to given law. It is not a halting, stumbling, or backsliding
quality. It is not a vacillating yea and nay. It is the bright shining
of faultlessness without a cloud. It is as water clear from a mountainsprIng.
This definition is general, and belongs to Righteousness in its abstract
sense. But when we enter the Gospel-region, Righteousness assumes
a far more glorious aspect. It is then perfect adherence to that law
of God, which is the transcript of His essence, the manifestation of
His image, the embodiment of His perfections. It closely follows that
this Righteou,sness must be the property of all who would see God's
face in glory. It must invest and ennoble all who bask in His smile
and listen to His voice and sit at His board, and have fellowship with
His family in heaven. If any should seek that abode whose garments
exhibited stains of sin and were not resplendent in purity, dismay
would startle the bright home, eyes would be abhorringly averted,
serenity would cease to smile, the intrusion would excite a thrill of
horror. The clime of heaven is perfect holiness; none can dwell
there who are not purged from all iniquity and clad in raiment of
celestial brightness. There must be absence of all trace of evil, there
must be the presence of all the beauties of unsullied Righteousness.
The multitude of the redeemed are cleansed from all iniquity and have
put on a change of raiment. Thus they shine in loveliness Divine,
and God, Who sees the guests, counts them worthy of His Own abode.
The position then admits not a denial. They who would enter
heaven must be righteous as washed from all sin, righteous as arrayed
in all obedience.
What a momentous thought now rushes to the front! We see that
Righteousness is essential to salvation. Without it, hell gapes, and
heaven is closed. Without it, misery unalloyed glares in the prospect.
Without it:, " indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish" (Rom.
ii. 8, 9) are the decreed portion for ever. Without it, every step
moves downward to the abyss of agonized despair. Can the cry be
checked, How can this Righteousness be won? Whence can this
blessing come? From what quarry can this gem be raised? In
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what garden can this flower be plucked? By what efforts can such
happiness be wrought?
Scripture announces that this Righteousness is the Righteousness
of God. Here is the reply to the vain hope that human merit could
procure it, or human hands elaborate it. If the whole race of man
from Adam to the present hour had combined in one effort to work
out God's Righteousness, the toil must have been utterly in vain-it
would have steered the vessel unto hopeless wreck.
The ,subject is so infinitely important that further elucidation is not
superfluous. Man's every day is stained with countless sins, each
hour sees violation of God's law. The wandering thoughts strai into
forbidden course. Thus the garments are bespattered with the mire of
ceaseless transgressions. But each transgression is direct antagonism
to'Righteousness, and is an infinite offence' infinitely hatef~l to our
all-righteous God'. Each must be obliterated or God's smile cannot
beam lovingly; each must be hid from His omniscient'search or just
hatred' must exist.
Here is man's miserable need. The stains of sin are crimson-dyed.
No human effort can' erase them. Regard our best works. If they
could be perfect, they would but be the duty of the moment. They
would only satisfy the present claim. They would leave all behind
them unobliterated; the scarlet would be still scarlet; the guilt
would be still guilt. But such is our misery, that imperfection cleaves
to our holiest works. Our repentance needs to be washed with reperitbig tears, and therefore in itself has no expunging' power~ If fastfalling' tears bedew our worthlessness, those tears themselves rieed
cleansing, and therefore cannot purify offence.' Contrite weeping is
fa'ulty, and therefore cannot mitigate a fault. Shall we present their
aid to cover sin? Where is the man who turns not with shame from
supplicating hours? They testify of wandering thoughts, of hateful
intrusions, of unreal professions, of want of reverence for the majesty
of heaven. Who has not often cried, Oh, save me from my guilt in
prayer! Shall almsgiving present itself as a cloak to hide iniquity?
Beneath its slender texture what motives appear! How often is the
thought prominent of man's applause! How often is the real object
to gain commendation for poor self! In the same way all man's
doings right be examined and found to be only some phase, at least,
of imperfection. Evil cannot atone for evil, sins cannot expiate sins,
transgression cannot undo the past. Iniquity cannot constitute
Righteousness. Thus man's constant lament must be, Unrighteous!
unrighteous !
Can the angelic hosts upraise us from this miserable state? Pure
indeed is their nature; holiness is their essence; compassion is their
tender feeling. But still they cannot soar beyond the limits of created
power. Their works could never rise to infinite efficacy. Hence evil
could never be removed by them. They might commiserate, but
they never could bestow a justifying Righteousness.
But now let our eyes be turned from man and all man's misery,
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from angels and all angelic inability, to the blessed Jesus. Instantly
the scene is changed. The prospect brightens. The clouds are
raised. Hope flies to banish despair. All dismal fears give place to
heavenly brightness~ Joy claps its hands and loudly utters praise.
"Jesus Christ the Righteous" shows His all-saving form. "He of
God is made unto us Righteousness." He is the rich treasure-house
of the supplies which we require, and of his fulness we may receive.
His hands extend the gift, without which we are undone. "He was
made sin for us, that we might be made the Righteousness of God in
Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). Hence He condescends to bear the comforting
title, " The Lord our Righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6). It is the very
joy of joys to gaze on Him,removing all unrighteousness, and working
out and confirming all Righteousness. Thus He justifies, thus He
reScues from hell, thus He gives title to heaven.
Let thought now separate the distinct portions of this redeeming
work.
It is a grand truth that Jesus came commissioned from on high
to consummate eternal salvation and to people heaven with a multitude
all worthy of such bright abode. With such design He stoops to
wear- the garments of humanity and takes upon Himself ·man's total
nature. As man He receives by the Father's appointment the burden
and the guilt of all the sins of all His people. Hear the assurance,
"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to
his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all "
(Isa. lii1. 6).. And again, " He was made sin for us" (2 Cor. v. 21)~
and weighed down under this oppressive load, He sighs, "Mine
iniquities have taken hold upon Me, so that I am not able to look
up: they are more than the hairs of Mine head" (Ps. xl. 12).
It is a comforting thought that the sins thus removed from the
guilty and transferred to the guiltless, leave the real transgressor
relieved from the weight of evil. Thus unrighteousness is removed.
" The Lamb of God taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1. 29).
Jesus, thus laden with iniquities, endures all that sin merits and the
law denounces.' He approaches the altar of the cross. He there
presents Himself the willing victim. He there lays down His life,
the all-sufficient sacrifice. He there sheds His blood, worthy to make
expiation and to give total satisfaction. Wrath pours out on Him
all its vials: justice sheathes in His heart its avenging sword: the
law pours- on His head its total curse: He endures to the uttermost
all that truth denounced.
Where now are the believer's sins 1 That which is blotted out
can no more be found. God is satisfied and therefore" faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness "
(1 John i. 9). "God is just, and the Justifier of him that believeth
in Jesus" (Rom. iil. 26). Thus Jesus is made unto us Righteousness.
None who are washed in His most precious blood can be borne off to
hell. Satan claims sinners as his own. He can prefer no charge
against them on whom no sin is found.
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Again : Jesus lives and moves and works as very man on earth.
But what is His earthly course 1 It is as pure as He is pure in heaven.
His Father}s will is His delight. His heart is perfect holiness. He
fully exhibited exact compliance with every demand of the glorious
law. Undeviating love is its requirement. Jesus' life was love in
its perfection. Scrutinize His every word and work. Probe every
movement of His heart. They are the image of pure Deity. He was
diligently watched, but no vigilance of malicious men, no craft of
the arch-toe, could ever find a flaw in Him. In Him love never waned
or had eclipse. Thus He is " Jesus Christ the Righteous" (1 John ii. 1).
But wherefore was this Righteousness achieved and manifested 1
He lived not to acquire Righteousness for Himself. He moved on
earth as the accepted Representative of His people. It was for them
that He thus lived, for them that He thus obeyed, for them that He
thus brightly shone. He wove this spotless robe that it might be
the wedding garment of " the Bride, the Lamb's wife" (Rev. xxi. 9).
Hence the Spirit testifies, "It is unto all, and upon all them that
believe" (Rom. iii. 22). It is unto them as placed to their credit
in the Book of Life; verily theirs, as if their own performance had
achieved it. It is upon them as an entire covering, bright as heaven
is bright, and glorious as God is glorious. Thus Jesus is " the Lord
our Righteousness." As the believer escaped hell by the plea, " Christ
died," so he enters heaven by the plea, "Jesus lived." The death
places him as though he had never sinned: the life places him as
though he had always obeyed. Here lips are silent. We would
adore, but language fails.
Let it be briefly added that the application of this Righteousness
is entirely through grace. We read, "It is therefore by faith, that it
might be by grace" (Rom. iv. 16). Hence it is termed" the Righteousness of faith." :Christ becomes our Righteousness by uniting us unto
Himself. He makes us thoroughly one with Himself, so that" as
He is, so are we in this world" (1 John iv. 17). The uniting link
is Spirit-wrought fai,th. This was early exemplified in the case of
Abraham. "He believed God, and it was counted unto him for
Righteousness" (Rom. iv. 3). By the eye of faith he saw the day
of Christ, and he was glad. By faith he received the testimony of
God, and believed in the coming Saviour. This faith made him one
with Him, and" heir of the Righteousness which is by faith" (Heb.
xi. 7). Similarly all who believe in Him are the children of faith,
and the heirs of Righteousness. Hence" the promise is sure to all
the seed" (Rom. iv. 16). They all rejoice in Him, "Who of God is
made unto them Righteousness."
How wondrous is this Gospel-truth, how evidently Divine in origin
and purport! It springs from heaven as evidently as it bears to
heaven. Let us begin on earth all adoration unto Him through Whom
unrighteousness is obliterated and sin washed out and Righteousness
imputed. And blessed be the Holy Spirit for the gift of faith, as
the connecting and appropriating link.
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"GROW IN GRACE."
"-THE child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the Lord
and also with men." Evidently those who are in favour with the
Lord may not count on being equally approved by their fellow
creatures. The burden of his nation which was so early laid upon
Samuel's shoulders, grew with his growth, and when he died, all the
Israelites were gathered together and lamented him and buried him
in his house at Ramah, where he had been born.
It is said of John, "The child grew and waxed strong in spirit
and was in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel." When
the day of that showing came, what zeal and power were his.
"Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region round about Jordan went
out to him." But he said of One Who was to come after, " He must
increase, .I must decrease." John little knew to what a death that
decrease would bring him, but the Lord Jesus, the Judge of all men,
said that up till that time no greater man had arisen.
Of the Lord Jesus Himself we read that He " increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favour with God and man." When He went
about doing good, they came to Him from every quarter; but when
He came to die, He was abandoned by men and forsaken by God.
But an almighty triumph was His and God said," Therefore will I
divide Him a portion with the great": "I shall give Thee the heathen
for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy
possession." His is a kingdom which shall grow for ever. Even now
our poor prayers and praises add to its ascendancy, and there will
be no end to the hallelujahs of heaven.
The Apostle Peter, closing his Second Epistle to them who had
obtained like precious faith with himself, enjoins them to " grow in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
If we had heard Solomon at the dedication of the temple, with uplifted
hands and heart, praYing his long and majestic prayer for the people
of God, and his own people; if we had heard King Asa, pressed with
holy urgency, begging of God in the battle to save as He only could,
by many or by few-we might have been inclined to wonder and to
ask, "If this is the product of youth, what will age bring forth 1 "
But growth in ·grace is in the hands of One only. Paul knew this;
he had seen the declension of the Galatians, he had learned that no
planting, however approved its method, no watering, however assiduously carried out, would produce a harvest unless He Who can command the sun and the winds ordained one. But the injunctions and
precepts remain, as so many promises and encouragements that He
Who commands will give strength and power to His children to do
what He says. Peter said, " grow in grace," even when the conditions
were so inimical that there was a danger of their being led away from
their own steadfastness by the error of the wicked. There maybe
special errors of the wicked that change with the times, but God

392

The Gospel Magazine

says of His people that they are bent on backsliding, not fitfully, but
continually; it is in the midst of natural and supernatural opposition
that their" faith grows exceedingly." To grow in grace, is, I suppose,
to find a deeper sense of need, a less hopeful trust in one's own sufficiency, a more patient waiting on God, an acknowledgement of His
right to do what He will with His creatures who live on His free
kindness and mercy and promise. The" fruits of the Spirit" flourish
with this growth; He is the Judge of how far. But what a precious
increase it must be to grow" in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ "-that is, to get to know Him more and better as the
time goes on; to get to believe that although our hearts condemn
us nearly all the time, He does not; to get to believe that if He does
not come before, He will come in the fourth watch of the night;
really to expect that He has compassion on our fainting conditions and
will not send us away without a provision; to go on sending messages
to Him until He arrive; to remember that we may still trouble Him
although the daughter is dead; and all of this because His Name
was called Jesus, and He is Lord and Saviour.
I was thinking about this growth as it may perhaps appear in the
life of Jacob. When at the first God met him at Bethel, he vowed
a vow, speaking more to himself than to the God of Abraham and
Isaac. He was still uncertain of his own relationship and hoped to
learn it from a supply of the food and raiment which were no longer
his home portion. If all went well and he returned, the pillar would
be a house of God and a tenth of his increase would be given to Him
Whose it all was. And so he went into the unknown way, and God
led him and tried him and gave him labour and sorrow and judgment
for many years, and at last his long looked for return was immi'nent,
indeed he had set out. By this time, however, he had learned to
pray, to plead, to besiege the ears of the Almighty God with His Own
promises, and to ask for large and undeserved deliverances. It was
help that he wanted, providential and tangible interposition for himself
and his dear dependents; and in his tremendous need his graces
flourished, for God was there in love and in power. He won the
well fought day; he lived still through fires and floods, through over~whelmings of grief and heights of amazing happiness and surprise,
and he came to his dying bed. There he lay and blessed his children,
and as he blessed them he broke forth, "I have waited for Thy
salvation, 0 Lord." In them who wait to the end for the salvation
of God, in them verily the love of God is perfected.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"THE symbolic books of the Church of England-the Thirty-nine
Articles, and the symbolic books of the Church of Scotland-the
Confession of Faith, are undoubtedly Calvinistic, but can it be said
that all who sign these symbols are Calvinists at heart ~ "-(Rev.
D. Beaton.)
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HAS THE CHURCH A SOCIAL MISSION 1
By THE LATE PASTOR J AMES STEPHENS, M.A.

....

A GOOD deal is heard of "the social Gospel." The expression has
of -recent years come into somewhat common use. It is frequently
referred to as something highly approvable, and indeed of the first
importance. The expression does not occur' in the Scriptures. We
read there of "the Gospel of God," "the Gospel of Christ," "the
Gospel of your salvation," and other similar designations, but never
of " the social Gospel." It is claimed for it, however, that it expresses
something that is inculcated in Scripture. The social Gospel amounts
(might one say 1) to a declaration or doctrine that" the Church"
is at its proper work when devoting itself to social efforts, that is,
efforts for the improvement of social conditions and relations, efforts
for material and- political betterment of the- people as a whole-for
better housing, for recreations; for whatever would be secularly advan~
tageous for the working classes or others; and efforts that might
even ultimately issue in a reconstruction of the social fabric on a
Christian basis~ One may say that there is no doubt of its being
a worthy and even an' urgent thing to labour for justice between
man and man, alid for the alleviation of the oppressive and harsh
conditions under' which so many suffer; and that there is no doubt,
further, that Christian men may, in not a few cases, find themselves
called to take energetic part in these efforts. The question, however,
which one feels forced to ask is this, Are the Churches, the organized
communities of believing men and women, responsible for bringing
about the material betterment of society, or the reconstruction of
society ~ Is this in the terms of the commission originally given
them by their Lord and Head ~
The Church of Christ was specially instituted to maintain the public
worship of God in the world-worship" in spirit and in truth," and
in the Name of Christ; also to be a witness to the Truth, that is,
the Truth as given in Holy Scripture; also to declare the way of
peace with God and the way of life and holiness; and also to provide
spiritual fellowship for its members, that is for spiritual men and
women. In accomplishing these objects, room is afforded for all
kinds of good work. But social work, in the comprehensive sense in
which the expression " social work" is now understood was not laid
on the Churches as Churches. Individual members of Churches may,
as individuals, recognize obligation to carry out such work, and may
as regards the spirit and way in which they carry it out prove themselves worthy of high esteem; but this is quite different from saying
that the Churches as Churches, that is as associations, are responsible
for such work. One may see this more clearly by considering the case
of a secular Association or Society. If we take, for example, the
Royal Geographical Society, which was instituted specially for the
furtherance of geographical knowledge and of interest in geographical
subjects, it could not be held as blameworthily neglectful because,
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while attending to geographical matters, it does not undertake-let
us say-poor relief or efforts for the settlement of problems of capital
and labour. Such work, however urgent, does not fall within the
scope of that for which it was as an association instituted; at the
same time, members of the Society, while fully recognizing this, might
as private individuals or as members of some other Society feel it incumbent
and pressing on them to devote themselves to work quite distinct
from that to which the Geographical Society as a Society, is specially
addicted.
It is not becoming, or indeed allowable, to speak disparagingly of
those who, whether Christians or not, seek to right social wrongs, to
lessen social distresses, and to promote, in a moral way, social betterment: quite otherwise. But if the Churches of Christ are urged or
goaded to give themselves as Churches to this, it is only right to say
that this is not, strictly, their proper work, or, in other words, that
for which they were at the first instituted. If they take on themselves
as Church Associations, responsibility for the secular reform and
improvement of society, that is, of the general community, the almost
certain result will be that their own proper work will be weakened,
that public worship will lose in reverence and adoration and spirituality;
that the preaching of the solemn verity of eternal judgment, and
the indispensableness of expiation for peace with God, and the holiness
of God's abundant grace, will become more feeble and more infrequent;
and that revealed Truth will begin to be held with an increasingly
slackened hold. Thus under the plea of bettering fellow-men-bettering them for this world, that whereby they might be brought into
fellowship with God for time and for eternity will be likely to become
less and less forceful.
While the responsibility of the Churches as Churches may be thus
defined, yet the individual members of Churches, in so far as they
are true disciples of Christ, are under gracious obligation to carry
out the principles of Christ in all relationships in which they stand,
and in all capacities in which they are called on to act. If, for example,
one who is a disciple stands to others in the relationship of parent
or of teacher, or acts in the capacity of master, or of servant, or of
citizen, or of magistrate, or of author, or of journalist, it behoves
him to act therein on the. principles, and with the considerateness,
enjoined by Christ, and in constant dependence on Christ for spiritual
life and power therefor. In thus approving themselves the followers
of Christ, the following being genuine and intelligent, they will not
fail "of becoming benefactors of society and that in no mean degree.
As for the reconstruction of society, the Scriptures plainly teach
that it can never be brought about by any so-called leavening process.
Society, made up as it is of fallen men and women, alienated from
God, and devoid (apart from faith in Christ) of spiritual life, can
never develop and rise to the ideal which is in the mind of God. All
development and improvement apart from faith in Christ and subjectness to Him leave Plen as far from God as ever.-(" Our Outlook.")
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LORD'S DAY GAMES AND CINEMAS.

.'

WE have received a communication from the news editor of a Sunday.
newspaper in which he says, " Sunday is the only completely free day
which many of our working girls and boys enjoy, and there is a body of
opinion in the country which feels that in view of this, Sunday games
should be allowed in public parks." We have no doubt that such
" a body of opinion" exists, but we also have no doubt that people,
however numerous, who are in favour of the desecration of the Lord's
day, are entirely in the wrong. Their opinions are thoroughly opposed
to the Word of God, and they ought not in any degree to influence those
who reverence God and His Word.
We are asked if we are in favour of Sunday games, "provided they
do not take place during the hours of Church services," and if we are
in favour of Sunday cinemas, " provided they are not open during the
hours of Church services." Evidently it is forgotten that the Lord's
day, Divinely instituted at the creation, is a day of twenty-four hours.
When God said, "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy," He
meant the whole day. We are not at liberty to desecrate any part of the
day. The whole day is called by God, " My holy day," " the holy of
the Lord, honourable," and we are bidden to " honour Him, not doing
thine. own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine
own words" (Isa. lviii. 13).
The" National Fitness Campaign" can never be advantageously
promoted by disobeying the command of God, nor will the real good
of girls and boys be promoted by encouraging them to desecrate the
Lord's day. If we want them to grow up honest, upright, industrious
citizens, the more we encourage them to honour the Lord's day and His
Word the better. Those who break the fourth commandment are the
people who are most likely to break the other commandments.
Moreover, the young people of to-day have far more time for healthy
recreation than our young people had many years ago. They have
longer evenings, besides Saturday afternoons. Let them thankfully
and wisely use their leisure opportunities on other days of the week,
and not encroach on the Lord's day. Besides, are we not devoting too
much attention to games ~ Regular daily exercise is no doubt good,
but our young people need to read their Bibles more, and to read the
history of their country more. How ignorant they are, for the most.
part, of their Bibles, and of the history of the Reformation. The·
nation is flooded with novels, and these crowd out Biblical and other
helpful reading.
The mind, as well as the body, needs to be strengthened and made
more fit.
As for the opening of cinemas on the Lord's day, it is our view that
it would be a great blessing if they were closed every day of the week. We
do 'not think that our young people are spiritually and mentally benefited by them. The multiplicity of such pla'ces of amusement seems to.
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us to be a fulfilment of the inspired prediction that men would be
"lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" (2 Tim. iii. 1, 4). The
whole tendency, it seems to us, is for people to concentrate all their
attention on worldly wealth, worldly prosperity, worldly comfort, and
worldly pleasure. But the solemn words of our Lord seem to be entirely
ignored. He says, "What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul ~ " (Mark viii. 36.)
With regard to daily exercise we think that bodily fitness would be
greatly benefited if our young people were to walk several miles
every day to and from their places of employment. Walking in the
fresh air is an ancient and healthy exercise, and it would be a blessing
both to body and mind if it were regularly practised.

THE CHURCH OF GOD
THE word" Church" is used in many senses. It is often used of the
buildings in which men worship. It is never so used, however, in
Scripture. Frequently it is used of the clergy, as when people say,
" He has chosen the Church for his profession." This is a misleading
use of the word. It suggests that the clergy are the Church, whereas
it is quite possible to be a clergyman or a minister without being a
member of the Church of God at all. Again, the word Church is often
used of the Church of England as distinct from the Nonconformist
denominations, as when people say, "The Church and Dissent."
This use of the word suggests that the Church of England is a true
Church of Christ, and it denies that title to the various Protestant
denominations. It makes the existence of a Church to depend upon
Episcopacy. There is no warrant in Scripture for this view. If we
turn to the Scriptures we find that the word Church means" a called
out people"; that is, a people who have been effectually called out
of spiritual darkness into God's marvellous light.
In this sense it is sometimes used of a few believers gathered together
in a house. "Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord,
with the church that is in their house." Sometimes it is used of all
the Christians meeting together in one town. "The seven churches
which are in Asia" refer to the churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. Again, the word is
used of the whole company of God's people from the beginning to the
end of time. Christ is "the head of the body, the Church." He
" loved the Church, and gave Himself for it." In these Scriptures the
reference is to "the mystical body of Christ, which is the blessed
company of all faithful people." This is the "One Catholic and
Apostolic Church." Part of it may be described as " Christ's Church,
militant here in earth," and part of it "the Church triumphant in
heaven." Of this Church Bishop Ridley says: "That Church which
is Christ's body, and of which Christ is the head, standeth only of
living stones, and true Christians; not only outwardly in name and title,
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but inwardly in heart and in truth." Archbishop Usher says, " What
is meant in the Creed by the Catholic Church ~ That whole universal
company of the elect, that ever were, are or shall be gathered together
in one body, knit together in one faith, under one head, Jesus Christ."
This Church is not co-extensive with anyone outward organization,
but it consists of all true believers to whatever denomination they may
belong. It is a registered Church. It is " the Church of the firstborn,
which are written in heaven." All its members are written in the
Lamb's book of life from the foundation of the world. The Father
loved and chose them in Christ, and gave them to the Lamb, and He
inscribed them in the heavenly register. The register of Church
members is not self-filled. It was filled up before any of the members
were born. They were beloved of God and registered apart from any
merits and qualifications of their own. It is a purchased Church.
Its prospective members were in spiritual bondage and peril, but it
is " the Church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood."
Christ, " Who is over all, God blessed for ever," redeemed it with His
precious blood. He bought it back from the curse of the law. He
laid down His life that His Church might be saved from the wrath to
come. The members of this Church, therefore, are not their own.
They belong to Him Who purchased them with His own blood. It is a
Church washed, sanctified, and justified. All its members are washed
and made white in the blood of the Lamb. They have been sanctified by the regenerating operations of the Holy Ghost, and they are
justified by faith in the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ. The Church of God at Corinth is described as " them that are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints." Its members were
"washed," "sanctified," "justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God." They are all saints or holy ones. They
are all born again. They have all been converted, and are all saved
by the grace of God. Men may be outward members of the Church of
England, the Church of Scotland, the Baptist Church, the Wesleyan
Church, the Congregational Church, but unless they are in vital union
with Christ they have neither part nor lot in the Church of the living
God. They may have been baptized by pouring or immersion, but
unless they have been baptized by the Holy Ghost they are not
members of Christ's" Church, which is His body, the fulness of Hi~
that filleth all in all." Their names may be registered on earth, but
unless they are registered in heaven they do not belong to the Church
of God. The name of the thief on the cross was not inscribed in a
baptismal register, but there can be no doubt it was inscribed in the
Book of Life. In vain shall we glory in being Churchmen, or members
of the Free Churches, if we are not members of Christ, children of
God, and heirs of heaven. This Church is a persecuted Church. Even
the Apostle Paul in his unconverted days" persecuted the Church of
God." But it is also a preserved Church. Even the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it, and finally it is to be a glorified Church.
Christ, the great Head of this Church, loved it and gave Himself for
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it " that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish." Reader, pause and ask thyself, "Am
I a true, living member of the Church of God 1 "

"MY LOVE."
(From Bunyan's " Grace Abounding," sections 89-92.)
,, WHEN comforting time was come, I heard one preach a sermon
on these words in the Song (Song iv. 1), 'Behold, thou art fair, My
love, thou art fair.' But at that time he made these two words,
, My love,' his chief and subject matter; from which, after he had
a little opened the text, he observed these several conclusions: (1)
That the Church, and so every saved soul, is Christ's love, when loveless; (2) Christ's love without a cause; (3) Christ's love, when hated
of the world; (4) Christ's love, when under temptation and under
destruction; (5) Christ's love from first to last.
"But I got nothing by what he said at present; only when he
came to the application of the fourth particular, this was the word
he said, ' If it be so, that the saved soul is Christ's love, when under
temptation and desertion; then poor tempted soul, when thou art
assaulted, and afflicted with temptations, and the hidings of God's
face, yet think on these two words, ' My love ' still.
" So as I was going home, these words came again into my thoughts ;
and I well remember, as they came in, I said thus in my heart, ' What
shall I get by thinking on these two words?' This thought had no
sooner passed through my heart, but these words began thus to kindle
in my spirit, Thou art My love, thou art My dove, twenty times
together; and still as they ran in my mind, they waxed stronger and
warmer and began to make me look up; but being as yet, between
hope and fear, I still replied in my heart, ' But is it true, but is it true? '
At which that sentence fell upon me, 'He wist not that it was true,
which was done by the angel' (Acts xii. 9).
"Then began I to give place to the word which with power, did
over and over make this joyful sound within my soul, ' Thou art My
love, thou art My love, and nothing shallseparate thee from My love.'
And with that my heart was filled full of comfort and hope, and now
I could believe that my sins should be forgiven me; yea, I wa now
so taken with the love and mercy of God, that I remember I could
not tell how to contain till I got home. I thought I could have spoken
of His love, and have told of His mercy to me, even to the very crows
that sat upon the ploughed lands before me, had they been capable
. to have understood me."

shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date."

" NOR

.,
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CHOICE, SEPARATION, SERVICE.
THAT there is a Divine choice there can be no doubt, and that that
e~ection is personal, is evident, if the Scripture is to be our guide.
" I HAVE CHOSEN YOU OUT OF THE WORLD "
were the words of our Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples. The people
of God were chosen in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world.
Chosen not for good foreseen in them, but by the absolute grace of
God; for we read that before the children were born, that the purpose
of God according to election might stand, it was said, "the elder shall
serve the younger." This choice is according to the good pleasure of
the Lord and for the glory of His grace. He, Who is Sovereign, has
exercised His right, and in doing so" shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right ~ "
"All the elected train
Were chosen in their Head,
To all eternal good,
Before the worlds were madeChosen to know the Prince of Peace,
And taste the riches of His grace."

Secret things belong to God, and who are included in that choice is
known only to Him, until; by the operation of the Holy Ghost, such
are called from darkness to light. "Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature," is the command of heaven's King. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth
not shall be damned. The proclamation of that Gospel. accompanied
with Divine power, accomplishes a Divine purpose and the Lord's
hidden ones are made manifest. Such are
SEPARATED FROM THE WORLD.
In His solemn utterances in the seventeenth chapter of John, the Lord
says, " They are not of the world." Believers, hearken to the voice
which says-" Come out and be ye separate." They are in the world,
surrounded by temptations, but He prays that they may be kept from
the evil of the world. Israel of old was to dwell alone, and the same
holds good of the people of the Lord to-day. Ye are not your own.
Be not conformed to the world. This separateness from the world
will at times mean the bearing of a cross; but the Christian is to
remember that the servant is not above his Master.
Whilst, however, they are separated from the world, and are to show
forth His praises Who hath called them, believers are not taken out of
the world, nor was it ever intended that they should hide themselves
from the world in monasteries and convents; for the purpose of Him
to Whom they belong is that they should be of
SERVICE IN THE WORLD..
In that same beautiful chapter, the seventeenth of John, Christ
says of His disciples, "I have sent them into the world." .The
27
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Christian is " saved to serve." "Ye are the light of the world. Let
your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father which is in heaven." In connection with His
cause-in business, in social life, in the home everywhere and at all
times-the believer is the servant of the Lord. The word of exhortation says, "Whether ye eat, Or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God." David served his own generation according to the
will of God. We cannot serve past generations. We may serve
future generations, for many being dead yet speak. We should serve
our own generation, even though it be but in a small way. Hearken
to the voice which says, " By love serve one another."
JAMES E. FLEGG.

THE BIBLE.
THE Bible, the Bible, the best Book of all,
Was given from heaven for great and for small;
It tells of God's power, it tells of His love;
It tells of the pathway to heaven above.
The Bible, the Bible, it shows how man fell,
And brought down upon him the judgment of hell ;
It tells of God's mercy in sending His Son,
To die for the sins that poor sinners had done.
It tells of the Spirit Who quickens the dead,
And brings them to Jesus their glorified Head;
It tells of a. welcome to all who believe,
Assures of the pardon by faith they'll receive.
I t tells of a Shepherd Whose power doth keep,
And never abandons e'en one of His sheep;
The gift of His Father, on them He bestows
The life everlasting which saves from all woes.

o then let

the Bible be constantly read;
'Tis milk for the babe, for the hungry 'tis bread;
'Tis a lamp for the feet, and a light on the road,
That leads up to heaven, to Christ, and to God.
T. [loughton.

"THE longer I live the more I reverence and adore the benevolent
wisdom of God, which has set apart one day in seven for His service
and man's refreshment. It is the peculiar right, privilege, and comfort
of the poor."-(The late Lord Shaftesbury.)-
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~Ut ~oung folks' }page.
BILLY'S

FINGER.·

IF there are any boys or girls not yet twelve years old who read this
Magazine, then this story is for them. It is about two boys aged
about nine or ten; they were walking slowly up the road together,
talking earnestly, and far too much taken up with what they were
saying to hurry home to dinner. Grown-ups often seem to think that
whilst children talk nothing but nonsense, they are the only people
who can talk about serious things. But I am sure you know better
than that, and so you would not have been at all surprised if you had
overheard what Billy and Denis were saying to each other, as I did
when I came up with them on the hill. It was Billy who was speaking,
and he was saying in a loud voice, "It was God did it. Not the
nurses. 'Twasn't the nurses made my finger well-it was God."
He spoke slowly, with pauses where I have put stops, and as he finished
he waved his grubby little hand, and I saw that one finger had a dirty
bit of bandage on. Denis did not answer at once, and then he said
gruffly, "Yes, 'twas God did it. But He did it through the things
what the nurses put on." This did not quite satisfy Billy, for the last
I heard of him was his shrill little voice raised high, " Well, it was God
done it, anyway."
Billy was quite right. God is the great Ruler of the world, and He
knew all about Billy's finger; it was He Who allowed the hurt to
come to it, and He Who caused it to heal up again. All things are
held in the hollow of His hand; from great wonders such as the sun
and the moon and the stars of heaven, down to the tiny flowers and
insects that you can scarcely see without a glass. Thunderstorms
and dewdrops, great empires and wee babies, all are His, and He does
with them as it pleases Him. What the King of Babylon said of Him
was true: "He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth." He healed little Billy's
finger, and as Denis said, He did it through the kind care of the nurses;
but the nurses might be just as kind and just as careful over another
boy's finger, without making it better at all. It is all just as God
wills, and nothing can alter His purpose.
It often happens that when things go well with people, they forget
that their happiness is due to God, and they put it down to their own
cleverness. That is what Nebuchadnezzar did, when he looked round
on all his prosperity and on the wonderful city that he had made: "Is
not this great Babylon," said he, "that I have built . . . by the
might of my power?" But the Lord took away his reason, and then
where was he? If you are doing well at school, getting good marks
and winning prizes at the sports, take care; remember that it is God
Who gave you the power to do it. It is no credit to you that you
were not born blind, or a cripple. Remember Billy, and be thankful.
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But it is a strange thing that when misfortunes come, people hardly
ever blame themselves. No, now they are ready enough to think
that their sorrows and trials come from the Almighty. And then
they are tempted to rebel and to murmur, and even to fight against
God. You see, when men are forced, as they sometimes are, to see
that God is the great Sovereign of the universe, ruling in might and
strength, they shrink from the fact in horror, because they feel they
are helpless in the hands of an awful Power, unknown and yet almighty.
It must be terrible to feel like that. But it is their own fault.
There are many wrong thoughts of God in the world, all because men
will build up their own ideas of Him instead of reading the Bible,
and learning what He is from the Scriptures that He has given.
But when we study the Word of God, we find that this Mighty God
is full of love and mercy, of kindness and of pity; and in all the workings of His will He has one purpose only: it is to make all things work
together for good to them that love God. So that if you are amongst
the people that love God, you may know for certain that nothing in
the world can happen to you except to do you good. "He that spared
not His Own Son, but delivered· Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give us all things?" "No good thing will He
withhold from them that walk uprightly." If you know that those
two verses are true for yourself, then you have the key to all the
problems of your life, and the sure secret of content. Nothing can
harm you, hidden under the Shadow of the· Most High; everything
that is good will be provided for you, for" your Heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things."
It is plain enough from this that what matters most in all the world
is whether we are amongst those that love God. Shall I tell you who
these people are that love God? They are the sinners whom the Lord
Jesus thought of when He came to save His people from their sins;
they are the lost sheep and lambs whom the Good Shepherd came to
seek; they are the weary and heavy laden to whom He offered rest;
they are the poor and needy whom Jesus has clothed with the garments
of His Own righteousness; they are the hungry whom He satisfies
with the Bread of Life, the thirsty whom He leads to living fountains
of waters. "We love Him because He first loved us." Oh, what a
love was that which made the Father deliver up His only Son, which
made the Son lay down His life, which made the Holy Spirit come to
dwell in human hearts! And is this love for me ?
DAMARIS.

" THE achievements of science in every department at the present day
make doubt of the miraculous look really ridiculous. And yet we
are faced with the most dogmatic statements from every quarter
denying the truth of the supernatural intervention of God in the
world."-(Rev. T. Christie Innes.)
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In JaacmOtiam.
THE LATE MR. T. BRYANT.
(SECOND NOTICE.)
" PRECIOUS in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints," and
it is in the Covenant by what death these shall glorify God. As
Mr. Bryant often reminded us, we shall" bless the hand that guided,"
we shall" bless the heart that planned, when throned where glory
dwelleth, in Immanuel's land." It has been told how suddenly the
heavenly call, the Homecall, came to this greatly beloved friend of
who can say how many? Mr. T. Bryant was noted by those amongst
whom he daily moved for his transparent, eminently consistent
Christian life, for his unfailing kindness, wise counsels, quick Christ-like
sympathy, and ready, generous help. No trouble was ever told him
in vain-he grudged neither time, nor pains, nor effort, if he could
relieve it. He felt keenly the sorrows and afflictions of others, and
his eyes have often filled with tears as he has told of some case he had
visited perhaps that day, for in recent years his work had lain much
amongst the sick and bereaved and needy, and there were some whose
spiritual condition made his heart heavy. Yet always there was the
" peace in Jesus," the serenity and brightness, the spiritual strength
and joy of the mind stayed on the Lord Jehovah, and on His sovereignty,
of one who is enabled to commit all his way, and not only his own way
but that of others, to the Lord. Very evident was it that his was the
happiness. of the man that maketh the Lord his trust. His loss is
irreparable. His presence amongst us at St. Mary-le-Port had seemed
indispensable.
He had been born again at the age of fifteen, and experienced deep
conviction of sin. He never forgot that the Rev. H. Barne was the
honoured instrument used by the Holy Spirit to the breaking of his
bonds, and Mr. Bryant always spoke of him with reverent love. He
was led to St. Mary-Ie-Port as a young man and continued steadfast
to it to the end-for fifty-three years-because by the Almighty
power and grace of God it has been kept faithful through successive
ministries to the great truths of the Gospel, those great and distinctive
truths for which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE also stands, and faithful to
the quiet simple spiritual worship which Mr. Bryant loved and valued
beyond expression. He united us regularly in public thanksgiving
to God for His marvellous mercy in the preservation to us as a Church
and congregation of these. inestimable blessings. He himself seemed
the very embodiment of St. Mary-le-Port. He had grown there to
strong and vigorous manhood in the things of God, strong in Him
and 'in the power of His might, going on steadily from strength to
strength, using all means of grace in his power, every spiritual opportunity and privilege, diligently attending on whatever, under God's
good hand, might better equip him for the service of the Lord Who
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had loved him and given Himself for him. And all down through
the years, by the grace of God which was with him, the abundant
fruition of this life whose steps were ordered in the Word of God has
been evident to all around. He was always ready, with quiet efficiency and dignity and with spirituality of mind, to supply any need
or place in the activities of the Church he so dearly loved, and in other
places, also, if need arose. At one time he was not infrequently
called upon by one of the then directors of the firm with which Mr.
Bryant had life-long association to give the address at the Mission
Room in which he was interested. Mr. Bryant never could do enough
to show forth His praise Who had called him by His grace. The
Rector, coming amongst us with comforting presence, at our bereft
weekly gathering around the Word, took for exposition part of 2 Peter i.
and applied verses 5 to 8 to Mr. Bryant as truly a description of him.
He was indeed" an example of the believers."
Mr. Bryant was a man of prayer, inwtought, therefore believing and
prevailing prayer, powerful through the Holy Spirit in intercession.
Friends in the Lord from all parts of England, and further away
still, in times of affliction, trouble, and anxiety, have sought a place
in his prayers at the weekly prayer meeting. They knew the effectual
prayers that had gone up from that quiet hallowed room, and marvellous
have been the gracious answers Divinely vouchsafed. An occasion
might be mentioned when special prayer meetings were being held
there, convened by the Bristol Protestant League, with reference to
the proposed new Prayer Book. At the close of the last one held
immediately before the final decision in the House of Commons, Mr.
Bryant made the startling announcement that that day week a meeting
for thanksgiving would be held, and it was. He often quoted, "if
God give the prayer He will not withhold the blessing," which brought
comfort and assurance to the heart. In a time of great private
anxiety he spent the night in prayer, and the Lord granted him his
request. He prayed as if in the very presence of God, a pouring
out of the soul in the power of the Holy Spirit in straightforward,
simple, earnest language, and in definite petition, voicing indeed the
desires of those around him so that fellowship with him in prayer
has been very real and precious. One writing of him most truly
describes it thus, "We count it an honour and a favour from the
Lord to have known him, and especially to have heard him in prayer
before the throne of grace. There was a warmth and yet true
humility before God in his prayers, together with a holy intimacy
which I fear is not often heard in these days." The love shed abroad
in his heart by the Holy Spirit evidenced itself in this warmth in all
his -words and ways as he followed the steps of his beloved Lord and
Master. (He often pointed out that none could follow in His stepsit is to follow His steps that the disciple and servant of Christ is
bidden.) His devotional expositions of the Word of God at the weekly
public Bible Class, which for some years had been conducted by him,
were deeply· spiritual,. experimental, and instructive. The Scriptures
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were searched. He had a marvellous and sanctified memory and was
able to bring forth "out of his treasure things new and old," "a
scribe" indeed, "instructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven." He
devoted hours to preparation for this solemnly responsible work, as
also to the preparation for his Young Men's Bible Class on the Lord's
Day afternoon, a ,work he had carried on almost from the beginning.
He was only absent from either on rare and necessary occasions. His
young men loved him and he them. The last subject taken on his last
Monday evening-how little those present thought that on the Monday
following he would be seeing the Lord Jesus face to face, Whom
it was his joy to exalt here on earth-was Psalm cxxxiii., "Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity." He had much evident liberty and happiness in opening up
this beautiful Psalm, the last but one of the Songs of Degrees, which.
as we studied them week by week were to be for him veritable steps
ascending up to the throne of glory itself, to the Lamb Who is " all
the glory of Immanuel's land." He related the circumstances in
which the Psalm had first been brought home to him and had made
an indelible impression upon his mind, as far back as 1892 when
a company of brethren in Christ had come together for specific prayer
and their Pastor had come into their midst. He mentioned the names
of some (all now in glory), and amongst them that of the Rev. D. L.
Johnson, whose Christian friendship and fellowship, together with
that of Mrs. Johnson, were from that year onwards amongst his most
treasured possessions and privileges. So the Scripture with which he
was to close this weeknight's faithful and able ministry amongst us
was, "For there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for,
evermore."
He took a great and lasting interest in the Sunday School and
identified himself with it and the work carried on there. He loved
children and understood them well, and his Scriptural addresses to
them were rich pastures. . His last address to the assembled Sunday
School and Bible Classes in the Church on the afternoon of June 26th,
was heavenly. As he spoke on Isaiah Iv. 1 (one of the Hundred
Texts) it was as though he saw the Lord Jesus and heard Him speaking
these loving, gracious words, and was delivering to us all the
wondrous message of welcome from His very presence, as if, with
worshipping heart, he were touching the hem of His garment, so
real it was.
Mr. Bryant had had deep personal sorrows. He. lost his -mother
to whom he was devoted, and she to him, and some years after a most
beloved friend, closer to him than a brother, Mr. Percival Hancock.
They were always together at St. Mary-Ie-Port and when and wherever
possible. It was a most beautiful and rare friendship; they were
one in Christ. After his loss, life here was never the same to Mr.
Bryant. He took a father's place to his friend's children who had
early lost their mother (a sorrow which Mr. Bryant had shared with
his friend and supported him under), lovingly, watching over them
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till they' grew to manhood and womanhood. Their homes were his.
To-day they are feeling the immeasurable loss of one who was as a
father to them and a devoted and constant friend.
Mr. Bryant has worked ceaselessly in the cause of Scriptural Protestantism from his youth when he engaged in his spare time in
definite Protestant work in and about the city, always ready and
zealous for any fresh demand on him. He engaged actively and
always courteously in the controversy necessary in contending earnestly
for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. His public
correspondence in this work has been referred to elsewhere. Many
years after the receipt of it he showed a particular letter of commendation and encouragement he had had in those earlier days on one such
o~casion from his Pastor, the Rev. James Ormiston, with the counsel
added, Keep close to the Word of God and do not be drawn aside
into Church history. Protestant Societies consulted him in local
work and he was in touch with the United Protestant Council. All
were sure of his sympathy and support. He took a deep personal
and practical interest in the work of the Breton Evangelical Mission.
Pasteur Lecoat (translator of the Bible into the Breton language) and
his wife, who had come at regular intervals to St. Mary-le-Port on behalf
of their work, became valued friends of his, as also have their successors.
Visiting clergy have known and loved him as a brother indeed in
Christ. He has frequently presided at the local annual meetings of
the Trinitarian Bible Society, and was· Hon. Secretary here of the
Sovereign Grace Union.
The crowded congregation at the funeral service, and the full Church
at the Memorial Service on the following Lord's Day evening, testified
to the wide-spread affection and esteem in which Mr. Bryant was
held. It was striking testimony to a life lived, by Divine enabling
power and grace, consistently to the glory of God. The Rector, whose
loss in Mr. Bryant is very heavy, preached at the latter service from
the text, "Remember them which have the rule over you (margin,
, are the guides ') who have spoken unto you the Word of God: whose
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation: Jesus Christ
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 7, 8). Mr.
Sykes showed how fittingly the passage applied to Mr. Bryant; that
we should remember him as one of God's guides, as one who spoke to
us the Word of God, as one whose faith we might well follow, and as
one the end of whose conversation, or manner of life, we might well
consider (for Mr. Bryant 'would have the Saviour spoken of rather
than himself), since it was" Jesus Christ, the Same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever." He thanked God, as he knew all present also
wished to do, for the life and the gifts and the graces that He gave
to Mr. Bryant.

L. O.
(N.B.-See "Pilgrim Papers" in this issue for a further notice of
Mr. Bryant by " R.")
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- GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-A subscriber who recently called to see me, on being
shown round the rooms devoted to the work, said, "Why, you have
a perfect granary here for the gratuitous supply of 'seed for the
sower and bread for the eater.' The Gospel is still the power of God
unto salvation unto everyone that believeth, but as the Apostle Paul
says, 'How then shall they call on Him in Whom they have not
believed 1 and how shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not
heard 1 and how shall they hear without a preacher ~' . The tracts
and books are the preachers used by the Great Sower in this case."
A missionary to soldiers and airmen writes, "We were pleased to
hear from you to-day. Truly we praise God for the loving gift of
Gospel literature through you. It will be such a help in the work of
God amongst our soldiers and airmen. You will rejoice with us that
the season has been one of much blessing. The Lord has graciously
given me a measure of health and hearing to carry.on this precious
work, although the past two weeks I have been poorly. ~ Hitherto'
looks forward to God's faithfulness as well as backward to His lovingkindness and grace. My wife and I will continue in our prayers for
you that God's blessing and love may be very manifest to you. There
is always the glory that follows the suffering in the will of God."
The Secretary of the Beddington Free Grace Library, which is doing
such splendid work for the Lord's kingdom, writes, " I rejoice to see
intimation from time to time in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that your good
work progresses and that God answers your prayers that His blessing
might be made known. I mentioned your case to a friend and told
him I felt you were in need of personal help and encouragement. He
at once gave me 10s. for your needs and asked me to tell you how
much he admires your unremitting zeal in this humble means for the
extension of God's dear kingdom. He continued, ' It is easy for some
professors to sit in their armchairs and criticise every effort put forth
for the spread of the Gospel, but those who spend their life in such
labour of love can take heart from the fact that the greatest and
most God-honoured pioneers of unfettered enterprise for widespread
diffusion of the truth have in every case been disparaged by those
who should have lent every support. Even Whitefield was maligned
by professed servants of Christ for running into dangerous enthusiasm!
So take heart, and God grant the souls and pockets of those who love
the Name of Jesus may be opened to both pray for you and to assist
you with the funds you so much need."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,.
Bristol {, August, 1938.
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TRIBUTES TO THE LATE MR. T. BRYANT..
To the Editor of the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

(These tributes are separated from each other by a dash and come mainly
from those who knew him in his business life.-EDIToR.)

MR. HouGHToN,-The following are a few of the many tributes
paid to Mr. T. Bryant by past and present fellow-workers in his
business life :On the day following his death everyone was speaking about him,
and there was not a "But" among any of them.-Whenever Mr.
Bryant needed to give a reproof he always wrapped it up in cottonwool.-On one occasion, a man said, a number of the men were
grumbling about the work, etc., when Mr. Bryant came along and
spoke a few words to them, and the effect was " like oil on troubled
waters."-I wonder who will follow him in his work? Thev
., will never
get anyone like Mr. Bryant.-We have lost our beloved friend.-If ever
there was a Christian on earth it was Mr. Bryant; he lived up to all he
professed, you could always rely on his word.-His talk lifted you up
to Heaven.-Everybody loved him, I think, whatever their station in
life. . . . His life has not been lived in vain.-One said, I worked
under him; he never got cross or out of patience, and always had a
kind word for one. If anything went wrong he always tried to put it
right. He seemed to live for everyone.-A widow told me that Mr.
Bryant had visited her husband during his five years of illness, and he
always spoke a word of cheer to him, and left a message behind for us
to think about.-Very genial, one you could always speak to, and he
would reason with you. If you asked him to do anything he would
always do it one time or another. Everybody liked him, he always
had a kind and sympathetic word.-We have experienced his kindly
sympathy over and over again, and no doubt there are many who
feel as we do, that there will never be anyone quite the same, in his
cheerful thoughtfulness and kindliness.-A true English gentleman,
and that needs no explanation.-One man was on holiday when he
read of the accident. He read and re-read the paragraph and said,
" Tom Bryant killed-that cannot be our Tom Bryant." . . there
will never be another such as he.-He had the true Christian Spirit.He lived the life, he -didn't just talk about it, he lived it.-To speak
of Mr. Bryant, I would not know where to begin.-Mr. Bryant was a
father to everyone.-The men have lost their best (earthly) friend; he
was always willing to help, so sociable, and such kindly talk.-The
minister at the funeral gave Mr. Bryant an excellent name (the speaker
of these words was a man who had worked fifty-three years for the
Firm, and on one occasion of absence from work Mr. Bryant had visited
him, and he added, I knew him at work).-He went about doing good~
always kind, a man you could look up to and respect, always very
pleasant.-He had a keen sense of humour.-.Another said, We have
lost our best friend.-There never could he anyone like him.-An old
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worker (now bedridden) said, on hearing of his death, I am so sorry, he
was kind, and good, and sympathetic.-I only met him once, several
years ago; he was kind, I have never forgotten him.-He never varied,
I have known him for fifty years. We were always great friends.
The first day I started with the Firm, I met Mr. Bryant.-The fo~low
ing is part of a letter sent last Christmas by Mr. Bryant to one of the
men: " This is the sixtieth Christmas I have spent with the Firm, and
I wonder if it will be the last. I feel very grateful to God for the
strength He has given me. . . . I do not know how much longer!
I am happy to carry on." The recipient of this letter writes, " The
letter is symbolic of the happy tone in which he would always frame
his thoughts, inspiring the feeling as of taking one's hand and just
helping' one over a difficult current and then parting with a genial
good-bye."
The following three instances show the influence for good that
pervaded his life-bearing fruit where perhaps least expected :-An
employee, who at one time worked with Mr. Bryant, had taunted him
for his Christian principles, even using bad language to him,. Years
passed, and Mr. Bryant was sick visitor to his old colleague, for whom
there was no hope of recovery. "I am sorry," he said, "for all the
wrong I did you at business. years ago; please forgive me." This
brought joy to Mr. Bryant's heart. Another employee who was
visited as his end was drawing near, confessed to Mr. Bryant that he
had not lived a consistent Christian life, and his conscience troubled
him. He asked for spiritual help and guidance, which were gladly
given, and the man passed to his rest a happy man.
It was to Mr. Bryant that a youth, weeping, turned for consolation
when he had been unjustly accused of swearing.
Mr. Bryant's Christian life was one of quiet, devoted service, and his
friendships, his sick visiting, his sympathy, wise counsel, and encouragement were such, that both he that sowed and he that reaped rejoiced
together. One always felt the better for having had a talk with him.His passing leaves a gap that wiU not be easy to fiU.-Personally, I have
never turned to him for advice in vain.
M. ORMISTON.
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18rotef-itant lSeatou.
ARRIVAL OF TYNDALE'S NEW TESTAMENT.
(Fro~

Vol. V of D'Aubigne's " History of the Reformation,"
pp. 230-234.)

struggles of England with the popedom began shortly after the
dissemination of the English New Testament by Tyndale. The epoch
at which we are arrived accordingly brings in one view before our
eyes both the Testament of Jesus Christ and the court of Rome. We
can thus study the men (the Reformers and the Romanists) and the
works they produce, and arrive at a just valuation of the two great
principles which dispute the possession of authority in the-Church.
It was about the close of the year 1525; the English New Testament
was crossing the sea; five pious Hanseatic merchants had taken
charge of the books. Captivated by the Holy Scriptures they had
taken them on board their ships, hidden them among their merchandise; and then made sail from Antwerp for London.
Thus those precious pages were approaching England, which were
to become its light and the source of its greatness. The merchants,
whose zeal unhappily cost them dear, were not without alarm. Had
not Cochlreus caused orders to be sent to every port to prevent the
entrance of the precious cargo they were bringing to England ~ They
arrived and cast anchor; they lowered the boat to reach the shore;
what were they likely to meet there ~ Tonstall's agents, no doubt,
and Wolsey's, and Henry's ready to take away their New Testaments!
They landed and soon again -returned to the ship; boats passed to
and fro, and the vessel was unloaded. No enemy appeared; andno
one seemed to imagine that these ships contained so great a treasure.
Just- at the time this invaluable cargo was ascending the river, an
invisible hand had dispersed the preventive guard. Tonstall, Bishop
of London, had been sent to Spain; Wolsey was occupied in political
combinations with Scotland, France, and the empire; Henry VIII,
driven from his capital by an unhealthy winter, was passing the
Christmas holidays at Eltham; and even the courts of justice, alarmed
by an extraordinary mortality, had suspended their sittings. God, if
we may so speak, had sent His angel to remove the guards.
Seeing nothing that could stop them, the five merchants, whose
establishment was at the Steel yard in Thames Street, hastened to
conceal their precious charge in their warehouses. But who will
receive them ~ Who will undertake to distribute these Holy Scriptures
in London, Oxford, Cambridge, and all England ~ It is a little matter
that they have crossed the sea. The principal instrument God was
about to use for their dissemination 'was a humble servant of Christ.
In Honey Lane, a narrow thoroughfare adjoining Cheapside, stood
the old Church of All Hallows, of which Robert Forman was Rector.
His curate was a plain man of lively imagination, delicate -conscience,
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and timid disposition, but rendered bold by his faith, to which he
was to become a martyr. Thomas Garret-for that was his namehaving believed in the Gospel, earnestly called his hearers to repentance; he urged upon them that works, however good they might be
in appearance, were by no means capable of justifying the sinner,
and that faith alone could save him. He maintained that every man
had the right to preach the Word of God; and called those Bishops
Pharisees who persecuted Christian men. Garret's discourses, at once
so quickening and so gentle, attracted great crowds; and to many
of his hearers the street in which he preached was rightly named
Honey Lane, for there they found the honey out of the rock. But
Garret was about to commit a fault still more heinous in the eyes
of the priests than preaching faith. The Hanse merchants were
seeking some sure place where they might store up the New Testaments
and other books sent from Germany; the curate offered his house,
stealthily transported the holy deposit thither, hid them in the most
secret corners, and kept a faithful watch over this sacred library.
He did not confine himself to this. Night and day he studied the
holy books; he held Gospel meetings, read the Word and explain~d
its doctrines to the citizens of London. At last, not satisfied with
being at once student, librarian, and preacher, he became a trader,
and sold the New Testament to laymen, and even to priests and
monks, so that the Holy Scriptures were dispersed over the whole
realm. This humble and timid priest was then performing alone the
biblical work of England.
And thus the Word of God, presented by Erasmus to the learned
in 1517, was given to the people by Tyndale in 1526. In the parsonages and in the convent cells, but particularly in shops and cottages,
a crowd of persons were studying the New Testament. The clearness
of the Holy Scriptures struck each reader. None of the systematic
or aphoristic forms of the school were to be found there: it was the
language of human life which they discovered in those Divine writings:
here a conversation, there a discourse; here a narrative, and there
a comparison; here a command, and there an argument; here a
parable, and there a prayer. It was not all doctrine or all history;
but these two elements mingled together made an admirable whole.
Above all, the life of our Saviour, so Divine and so human, had an
inexpressible charm which captivated the simple. One work of Jesus
Christ explained another, and the great facts of the redemption, birth,
death, and resurrection of the Son of God, and the sending of the
Ho~y Ghost, followed and completed each other. The authority of
Christ's teaching, so strongly contrasting with the doubts of the schools,
increased the clearness of his discourses to his readers; for the more
certain a truth is, the more distinctly it strikes the mind. Academical
explanations were not necessary to those noblemen, farmers, and
citizens. It is to me, for me, and of me that this Book speaks, said
each one. It is I whom all these promises and teachings concern.
This fall and this restoration . . . they are mine. That old death and
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this new life
I have passed through them. That flesh and that
spirit . . . I know them. This law and this grace, this faith, these
works, this slavery, this glory, this Christ and this Belial . . . all are
- familiar to me. It is my own history that I find in this book. Thus
by the aid of the Holy Ghost each one had in his own experience a
key to the mysteries of the Bible. To understand certain authors
and certain philosophers, the intellectual life of the reader must be
in harmony with theirs; so must there be an intimate affinity with
the holy books to penetrate their mysteries. "The man that has not
the Spirit of God," said a Reformer, "does not understand one jot
or tittle of the Scripture." Now that this condition was fulfilled, the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
Such at that period were the hermeneutics of England. Tyndale
had set the example himself by explaining many of the words which
might stop the reader. "The New Testament! "we may suppose some
farmer saying, as he took up the book; "what Testament is that? "
" Christ," replied Tyndale in his prologue, " commanded His disciples
before His death to publish over all the world His last will, which is
to give all His goods unto all that repent and believe. He bequeaths
them His righteousness to blot out their sins-His salvation to overcome their condemnation; and this is why that document is called
the Testament of Jesus Christ."
" The law and the Gospel," said a citizen of London, in his shop;
" what is that?" "They are two keys," answered Tyndale. "The
law is the key which shuts up all men" under condemnation, and the
Gospel is the key which opens the door and lets them out. Or, if you
like it, they are two salves. The law, sharp and biting, driveth out
the disease and killeth it; while the Gospel, soothing and soft, softens
the wound and brings life." Everyone understood and read, or rather
devoured the inspired pages; and the hearts of the elect (to use
Tyndale's words), warmed by the love of Jesus Christ, began to melt
like wax.
The humble curate of All Hallows having sold the New Testament
to persons living in London and its neighbourhood, and to many
pious men who would carry it to the farthest parts of England, formed
the resolution to introduce it into the University of Oxford, that
citadel of traditional Catholicism. It was there he had studied, and
he felt towards that school the affection which a son bears to his
mother: he set out with his books. Terror occasionally seized him,
for he knew that the Word of God had many deadly enemies at Oxford;
but his inexhaustible zeal overcame his timidity. In concert with
Dalaber, he stealthily offered the mysterious book for sale; many
students· bought it, and Garret carefully entered their names in his
register. This was in January, 1526.
" WHEN we raise the question, ' How did Abram find God? ' the only
adequate answer that can be given is, that God found Abram."(Professor Strahan.)
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LICHENS AND Moss. By the Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A. Pp. 40. Price
2s. 6d. net.
This is a small volume of thirty-five short poems by the Evangelical
Vicar of Rodden, near Frome, in Somersetshire. Former works of
his have been favourably reviewed in The Times Literary Supplement.
The title of this volume is taken from its first poem.
Those of our readers who have poetic minds. will no doubt find
pleasure in reading this little volume. Some of the poems have
already appeared in Th.e Ohristian and The Life of Faith. Mr. Pittaway,
we may add, is a regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

THE REFORMED FAITH. By the Rev. Donald Beaton. Pp. 64.
Price: Paper, Is.; Cloth, Is. 6d.; postage 3d. (The Sovereign
Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London,
E.C.4.)
This little volume deals with such great truths as the absolute
sufficiency of Holy Scripture, the Triune J ehovah, the fall of man,
unconditional election, particular redemption, effectual calling, justification, and final preservation.
Mr. Beaton, the author of the volume, is the editor of the Free
Presbyterian Magazine and the minister of the Free Presbyterian
Church in Oban. The subjects with which he deals in this volume
are the Basis of the Sovereign Grace Union, and all the members of
that Union and thousands more would do well to purchase and read
this able exposition of many of the great doctrines of the Reformed
Faith. Though the exposition is designed for general readers, it also
appeals to trained theologians. Mr. Beaton is evidently well read
on Reformation theology, and his volume is the outcome of wide
reading and careful and prayerful thinking. Besides showing his
acquaintance with such great theologians as Dr. Owen, Dr. Charles
and Dr. A. A. Hodge, Dr. Cunningham, Dr. Smeaton, and many
others, Mr. Beaton quotes largely from the Westminster Confession
of Faith. Though he does not profess to have dealt exhaustively
with the various doctrines which he expounds, he has crowded into
small compass a great deal of valuable matter, and those who wish
to study these subjects more fully would do well to read some of the
authorities whom he quotes.
Ministers of all denominations would do well if they would prayerfully read this volume, comparing ·it with the Word of God, which
alone is our infallible and Spirit-inspired guide into all the truth.
We often feel that while we are greatly helped by the writings of godly
and instructed men, the .great question to be asked in reference to
all doctrine is, " What saith the Scripture 1" We need to search the
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Scriptures for ourselves whether these things are so. Ordinary
Christians are unable to read so widely as Mr. Beaton has done, but
all saving truth is in the Bible. That great library of Divine truth is
accessible in one volume to us all. Let it be read and studied more
regularly and prayerfully and under the Spirit's teaching it will be
found that the whole range of sound theological literature contains
no more saving truth than is revealed in Scripture.
We would add that we are glad that Mr. Beaton rejects the view
of the atonement put forth on pages 50 and 51.
t

VARIETY IN STUDY.
" IT was not only to the works of Southey that Lord Ashley (afterwards
the great Lord Shaftesbury) was indebted; he had derived great
benefit from his personal friendship. On one occasion, when they
were talking together on methods' of work, reference was made to the
strain laid on the mind by too continuous attention to one theme of
study. Southey narrated a plan he had adopted, by which he not
only secured relaxation, but, by a frequent change of mental pursuits,
was able to accomplish almost any amount of work with vigour and
freshness. 'He told me,' said Lord Shaftesbury, in speaking to young
men on the necessity of labour as an element in all healthy recreation
and rest, 'that he had six or seven different reading desks in his
study, with a different book or theme on each; on one, a magazine
article; on another, a poem; on another, a study in history; on
another, a letter to' a friend; and so on. When he tired of the one
he went on to the other, and found himself so refreshed by the change
that he was able to be in his study from early in the morning till late
at night, going to each subject with fresh zest and vigour.' "-(Hodder's
" Life of the Seventh Earl of Shaftesbury," pp. 137, 138.)
We would add to the above the remark that if health is to be
maintained, regular walking exercise in the open air, several times in
the day, is also needed.-(Editor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

SCRIPTURE ITSELF OUR RULE.
"THE infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture
itself; and therefore, when there is a question about the true and
full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it must
be searched and known by other places that speak more clearly.
" The supreme Judge, by which all controversies of religion are to
be determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers,
doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, andin whose
sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking
in the Scripture."-(" Westminster Confession of Faith," Chapter I,
9, 10.)

