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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribuJation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COlmiTHu...~ i. 4.

WHY SHE TOUCHED HIM.
" And when the woman saw that she was 1Wt hid, she came tremhling,
and falling down before Him, she declared unto Him before
all the people for what cause she had touched Him, and how she
was healed immediately."-LuKE viii. 47.

THIS chapter contains the record of four of our LORD'S miracles.
While asleep in a ship on the Sea of Galilee, a great storm arose,
and it seemed as if the vessel in which He and His disciples were
sailing, would be overwhelmed with the waves. In response,
however, to the cry of His disciples, "He arose, and rebuked the
wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there
was a calm" (verse 24).
Later He cast out the legion of devils from the Gadarene
demoniac.
Then He healed the woman who touched the hem of His
garment.
Lastly, He raised from the dead the daughter of Jairus.
Thus He is able to deliver His people in the storms and tempests
of life which might otherwise overwhelm them. He indeed cares
for them when danger threatens. He is also able to deliver from
the power of devils, disease, and even death. Nothing is too hard
for Him.
The power of the devil, of disease, and of death illustrates the
a\vful condition of the sinner by nature. Until the saving grace
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of GOD is experienced we are all under the power of the devil.
"The whole world (outside the Church of GOD) lieth in the evil
one."
In their unconverted days the people of GOD "walk according
to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience."
(See 1 John v. 19; Eph. ii. 2.) They were under the influence
of Satan and his demons. We read of the devil's power over
Judas, over Ananias, and over the persecutors of GOD'S people.
(See Luke xxiii. 3; John xiii. 2, 27; Acts v. 3; Rev. ii. 10.)
These cases illustrate his power and influence over men in general.
But CHRIST can turn His people from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan unto GOD.
Sin is like a deadly clisease which afllicts us all by nature, but
CHRIST is the great Physician, and "with His stripes" His
believing people are healed.
Again, the conclition of the sinner is likened to that of a dead
man. He is "dead in trespasses and sins," but CHRIST gives
unto His people eternal life. They are quickened or made spiritually alive through Divine power. Thus CHRIST has power to
deliver His people from the power of the devil, the power of the
disease of sin, and the power of spiritual death.
Coming now to the case of the woman who touched the border of
His garment, and experienced His healing power, let us think
of the reasons why she touched Him.
1. First, she touched Him because she wanted to be healed.
But why clid she want to be healed ~ Because she had become
deeply convinced that she was afllicted with disease. Are we deeply
convinced that we are afllicted with the disease of sin! Do
we know and are we deeply conscious of the plague of our own
hearts ~ Are we feelingly ready to say, " We are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" ~ Do we
really believe that our hearts are deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked ~ Hundreds of people will say or even sing,
"We have erred, and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep. We
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.
We have offended against Thy holy laws. We have left undone
those things which we ought to have done; and we have done
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those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no
health in us."
They will sing, "Have mercy upon us, miserable sinners," and
yet their confession of sin and their cry for mercy may be mauifestly unreal. They may draw nigh unto GOD with their mouth,
and honour Him with their lips, but their hearts may be far from
Him. They will go fasting to the LORD'S supper, and say, "We
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which
we, from time to time, most grievously have committed, by
thought, word, and deed, against Thy Divine Majesty, provoking
most justly Thy wrath and indignation against us." Yet large
numbers who use these words with their lips may give no evidence
that they have experienced the convicting operations of the HOLY
GHOST. We remember a gentleman, who, having been brought
up in Wesleyan perfectiouism, told us he could not honestly use
these words as expressing his experience.
There seems abundant reason to believe that by far the greater
number of professing Christians have no deep and real conscionness
of the enormity of sin, and in particular of the reality of the
sinfulness of their own hearts. Hence there is an absence of
repentance toward GOD and faith toward our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
The nation, too, professedly Christian though it is, seems to
have no real sense of its national sins. GoD is judging us by this
war, but where are the signs of national repentance?
Dauiel of old said of his own nation, " All this evil is come upon
us: yet made we not our prayer before the LORD our GOD, that
we might turn from our iniquities, and understand Thy truth"
(Dan. ix. 13).
Sinners do not come to CHRIST unless they want to be saved,
and they do not want to be saved unless they know that they
are guilty, hell-deserving sinners. CHRIST says, "Come unto Me,
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden," but multitudes do not
come, because they are not consciously "bowed down beneath
a load of sin."
This poor woman came and touched the hem of CHRIST'S garment
because she wanted to be healed, and she wanted to be healed
because she was deeply conscious that she was afRicted with
a trying complaint.
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Well is it for us if, with John Newton, we can say,
" Bowed down beneath a load of sin,
By Satan sorely pressed,
By wars without, and fears within,
I come to Thee for rest."
We need with Cowper to be ready to say,
"Heal us, Emmanuel! here we are,
Waiting to feel Thy touch:
Deep-wounded souls to Thee repair,
And, Saviour, we are such."
2. Secondly, this poor woman came and touched CHRIST'S garment
because she had tried all other means of obtaining a cure, and failed.
She had been afflicted twelve years, and "had spent all her
living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any" (LUKE
viii. 43).
She had suffered a great deal through following the advice of
these many physicians, and it was a very expensive business,
but she was keen to obtain a cure. Whatever the cost, and however much the suffering, she was set upon obtaining a cure, but
all to no purpose. She" was nothing bettered, but rather grew
worse" (Mark v. 26).
So it is with the disease of sin. Many to-day are trying all
other means but that which is clearly and Divinely prescribed.
Many think they will be saved by Church attendance, avoiding
the grosser forms of sin, repeating a string of prayers from a book,
going to "early and fasting co=unions," and "keeping Lent."
They are like the Pharisee who thanked GOD he was not as
other men were. He was not an extortioner, unjust, or an
adulterer. In particular he was not like that wicked publican
whom he could see in the distance. Besides, he fasted twice in
the week, although as a Jew he was ouly co=anded to fast once
a year on the day of atonement. But he thought he could improve
on the Divine co=and. Then he gave tithes of all that he
possessed. As for any consciousness of sin, it was wholly absent from
his mind. He was full of self-righteousness. Forgiveness was a
blessing he did not feel he needed. He had no sins to confess.
Hence, he asked not for mercy. In reality, however, he was as
vile a sinner as the publican.
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How many to-day have failed to discover that they are in very
deed sinners, meriting hell, and that only CHRIST can save them.
Trusting in their own righteousness, they believe that heaven
will certainly be their home. They fail, however, to build their
hopes on " nothing less than J ESU'S blood and righteousness."
The Bible does not say, "He that regularly attends Church
or chapel," or " He that says his prayers," or " He that fasts on
Fridays," or "He that goes to early co=union" will be saved,
but it says, "Believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and thou shalt
be saved."
It points to Him. It says, "Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved." "To Him give all the prophets
witness, that through His name, whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive remission of sins" (Acts iv. 12; x. 43).
CHRIST alone is the Saviour, because He bare the sins of His
people in His Own body on the tree. He was wounded for their
transgressions, He was bruised for their iniquities, the chastisement
of their peace was upon Him, and "with His stripes they are
healed."
" Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great HIGH PRIEST
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since JESUS died for thee."
(Toplady).

3. Lastly, tht~ woman touched His garment because at last she
believed in His saving power.
For twelve long years she had believed in other physicians,
but she discovered that they were "all physicians of no value"
(Job xiii. 4). Now she came to CHRIST, and her faith in His
healing power was so great that" she said within herself, If I may
but touch His garment, I shall be whole" (Matt. ix. 21).
The cure was i=ediate. This woman did not believe in a
co-operative salvation. She believed that CHRIST alone conld
cure her. How full of comfort must His words have been to her.
" Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole;
go in peace" (Luke viii. 48). A GoD-given faith led her to trust
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wholly in CHRIST'S healing power, and she did not believe in
Him in vain.
" Dost thou believe on the SON OF GOD ~" Dost thou trust in
Him as thy holy Substitute ~ Art thou relying on His merits 1
Hast thou " faith in His blood "~ If so, "He that believeth on
the SON hath everlasting life" (John iii. 36).
"My hope is built ou nothing less
Than Jesu's blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on JESU'S name:
On CHRIST, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand."
How beautifully does the poet Cowper refer to the case of this
poor woman! He says,
"She too, who touched Thee in the press,
And healing virtue stole,
Was answered, 'Daughter, go in peace,
Thy faith hath made thee whole.'
"Concealed amid the gathering throng,
She would have shunned Thy view,
And if her faith was firm and strong,
Had strong misgivings too.
"Like her, with hopes and fears, we come
To touch Thee, if we may;
Oh! send us not despairing home,
Send none un healed away! "
THE EDITOR
(Thoma.s Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

PRACTICALLY, Mohammedanism holds to a predestination of ends
regardless of means. The contrast with the Christian system is seen
in the following story. A ship crowded with Englishmen and Mohammedans was ploughing through the waves. Incidentally one of the
passengers fell overboard. The Mohammedans looked after him with
indifference, saying, " If it is written in the book of destiny that he
shall be saved, he shall be saved without us; and if it is written that
he shall perish, we can do nothing"; and with that they left him.
But the Englishman said, " Perhaps it is written that we should save
him." They threw him a rope and he was saved.-Professor Loraine
Boottner.
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OF THE LORD.

" The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety (margin
victory) is of the Lord."-PRovERBs xxi. 31.

IN Old Testament times there were no guns, no gunpowder, no
parachutes, no aeroplanes, no bombs, and no tanks. "Var was
carried on by means of horses and chariots, bows and arrows,
and the sword, the spear, and the shiel1:l. Solomon, however, by
inspiration realized that the horse and other means of warfare
might be prepared against the day of battle, but victory was of
the Lord. "There is no king saved by the multitude of an host:
a mighty man is not delivered by much strength. An horse is
a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great
strength" (Ps. xxxiii. 16, 17). This is a truth which needs to be
specially remembered in this time of war. We need continually
to say, "Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we \vill
remember the name of the Lord our God" (Ps. xx. 7).
" Through God (alone) we shall do valiantly: for He it is that
shall tread down our enemies" (Ps. Ix. 12). Unless the Lord is
on our side we cannot hope for victory.
1. National vicWry is of the Lord.
As " the powers that be are ordained of God," and as it is their
duty to execute wrath upon those of their subjects who do evil, so
it is surely their duty to defend their subjecu. from enemy invasions.
They may rightly therefore prepare for such a contingency.
They may prepare for a day when it would be necessary to do
battle against foreign aggression, but they always need to remember
that victory over an enemy is of the Lord.
Two notable illustrations of this are given in Scripture.
Humanly speaking, when the children of Israel were pursued by
the Egyptians and overtaken by "all the horses and chariots of
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army," their case was hopeless,
but Moses said to them, "Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord, which He will show to you to-day: for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no

376

The Gospel Magazine

more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold
your peace" (Exod. xiv. 9, 13, 14).
The Lord did indeed fight for them. "The waters returned,
and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of
Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not
so much as one of them." No wonder that Moses sang, "I will
sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse
and his rider hath He thrown into the sea" (Exod. xiv. 28 ; xv. 1).
The next illustration is that of the conquest of Canaan. This
may be summed up in the language of the Psalmist. It was the
Lord Who drove out the nations of Canaan and planted His Own
people in their place. "They got not the land in possession by
their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but Thy
right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy countenance,
because Thou hadst a favour unto them" (Ps. xliv. 3).
Victory over the seven mighty nations of Canaan was of the
Lord. At the time of writing we know not how the war will
terminate, but we are sure that if victory is ours it will be due
to Divine power and grace. We need to beware of all selfglorification, and to remember that we are nationally unworthy
of the least of God's mercies.
2. Secondly, notice that national defeat mn,y be of the Lord.
The Lord said to Joshua, "There shall not any man be able
to stand before thee" (Joshua i. 5). Yet when he sent three
thousand men against Ai, "They fled before the men of Ai." Why
was this 1 Joshua was perplexed, and said, "0 Lord, what shall
I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies! "
The Lord's answer showed that the defeat was due to sin in the
camp. The accursed thing was in the camp. The command of
God had been disobeyed by Achan, the son of Carmi. "Therefore
the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies . . .
neither will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed
from among you" (Joshua vii. 4, 8, 12).
War itself is one of God's" four sore judgments" (Ezek. xiv.
21), and if a nation cherishes flagrant sin, God may withhold victory.
Mercifully He may also for the sake of His true people in the land,
and in answer to their penitent and believing prayers, grant victory
in spite of much national sin. The Lord would have spared Sodom,
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if there had been ten righteons people dwelling there, evidently
for their sakes.
3. Thirdly, notice that spiritual victory is of the Lord.
National victory over an enemy, though most desirable, is, after
all, only a temporary blessing. Our chief concern should be
spiritual victory. This, too, is wholly of the Lord. By nature
we are all under the power of Satan, and we have no power of
ourselves to extricate ourselves from his grasp. We are spiritually
dead, and we need a power outside ourselves to deliver us from
the power of darkness and to translate us into the kingdom of
God's dear Son. Victory over Satan was attained by our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. He became incarnate, that "He might
bring to nought him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15).
It is by Divine power alone that sinners are quickened, regenerated, and brought into the enjoyment of God's justifying and
pardoning mercies. We cannot save ourselves. We must say,
"Thou must save, and Thou alone."
The Lord Jesus alone saves His people from their sins. He
gives them eternal life. He was exalted to give repentance to
His people, and the remission of their sins, through His atoning
blood. Thus their salvation is of the Lord.
Their deliverance from sin's penalty is due to His redeeming
and sanctifying work. This spiritual victory is of the Lord.
4. Fourthly, victory over the world, the flesh,. and the devil is of
the Lord.
There is great need that the Lord's people should be more wholly
separate from the world. "Come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord." "The friendship of the world is
enmity with God. Whosoever will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God."
The world's pleasures, customs, dress, books, and amusements
are often wholly out of harmony with that holy separation which
is enj oined on the people of God. Yet worldliness in various
forms abounds in the professing Church, and even real Christians
may, like Demas, love this present world. How are we to be
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victorious over the world ~ The Apostle John gives the answer.
" This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith"
(1 John v. 4). Faith in Divine power will enable us cheerfully
to break with the world and to stand out against its evil ways.
The flesh, too, is continually endeavouring to lead us astray.
It is a real and constant enemy from which no believer is free.
But the apostle says, "Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil
the lusts of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16). Dependence on the indwelling
power of the Spirit of God will enable us to gain the victory over
the flesh.
But there is the devil. He," As a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom He may devour" (1 Peter v. 8).
How are we to be victorious over this great spiritual enemy ~
Let the Apostle Paul answer: "Be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of His might ... that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil." "Take the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (one)"
(Ephes. vi. 10, 11, 16).
Thus victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil is of the
Lord.
5. Finally, victory over death is of the Lord.
It is an unspeakable comfort that all believers who have died
are with the Lord in heavenly blessedness. But they are absent
from the body. Resurrection glory is not yet their portion. But
"Behold, I show you a mystery," says the apostle. "We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality.
"So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
o death, where is thy sting ~ 0 grave, where is thy victory ~
The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 51-57).
Thus all victory, national victory, and spiritual victory, and
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resurrection victory, is of the Lord. To Him, then, let us give
the glory. To Him let us give thanks. All our blessings, national,
temporal, spiritual, and eternal are of the Lord. With David let
us say, "Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the
heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord,
and Thou art exalted as Head above all" (1 Ohron. xxix. 11).
THE EDITOR.

A STATE OF SECURITY.
HAPPY they who trust in Jesus!
Sweet their portion is, and sure;
When the foe on other seizes,
He will keep His own secure.
Happy people!
Happy, though despised and poor.
Ye whom God has saved from error,
Ye " who know the joyful sound,"
Fear ye not the mighty terror;
Arms of mercy close you round.
Dread no evil;
God will all your foes confound.
Since His love and mercy found you,
Ye are precious in His sight;
Thousands now may fall around you,
Thousands more be put to flight;
But His presence
Keeps you safe by day and night.
Lo! your Saviour never slumbers,
Ever watchful in His care;
Though ye cannot boast of numbers,
In His strength secure ye are:
Sweet their portion,
Who our Saviour's kindness share.
As the bird beneath her feathers
Guards the objects of her care,
So the Lord His children gathers,
Spreads His wings, and hides them there;
Thus protected,
All their foes they boldly dare.
Thomas Kelly.
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18ilgtim tllapet5.
WELLSPRINGS.

" But God, Who is rich in rnercy."-EPHESIANS ii. 4.
I AM not proposing at this time to enlarge upon the sweet doctrinal
truths unfolded in and around our text, but have selected it as including
the subject to which my mind has been directed for a meditation.
It is upon that little word of three letters only, yet pregnant with
blessedness for the child of God, throughout the Holy Scriptures and
as worked out in their lives. I refer to that conjunction" but," which
changes the whole aspect of things, and brings us face to face in our
spiritual experience with a performing, delivering, and saving God. I
have sometimes called it my buttress as it has stood between me and
every enemy; from disaster to deliverance, and from overthrow to
preservation; and all that would spiritually upset my soul's welfare
and peace. It turns the pivot of the scale and leads one's thoughts and
distresses and fears off from self and unto God, the Sovereign Ruler
and Controller of our lives, Who reigns on high, none being able to
stay His hand nor change His determined purpose of relief, succour,
and deliverance for His people.
You have all this blessedly set forth in our text, dear reader, as
redeemed sinners, once dead in trespasses and sins, hopeless, helpless,
portionless for ever, if we had been left to ourselves or were dependent
upon our own efforts for salvation and life. "But God." Here comes in
our little, but portentously great, word, and changes the scene entirely;
brings light for darkness; life for death; and softening contrition for
sin, in place of hardness and indifference of heart, and sets the soul
looking to, and hoping in, God alone, " Who is rich in mercy," and
saves a poor sinner utterly, that all the praise and all the glory of that
sinner's salvation shall be given to the Author and Finisher of it.
Oh! what a change! What a bridge of hope and what a sure
anchor for sin-tossed souls who were once "dead in trespasses and
sins"; content in "walking according to the course of this world,"
serving" the prince of the power of the air," and having their conversation in the lusts of the flesh and fulfilling the desires of the carnal
mind, but who now have been brought to the God of their salvation,
Who is indeed" rich in mercy," and Who will see to their safe preservation all their journey to the heavenly home.
" Mercy is welcome news indeed, to those who guiJty stand;
Wretches, that reel what help they need will bless the helping Hand."

This blessed theme would not exhaust many of our papers. I pas
on, however, wllilst basing all my subsequent remarks, and in humble
dependence upon the Holy Spirit's teaching, upon that dominant but
which sets forth our God as indeed" rich in mercy" for the salvation
and well-being of His people in all their chequered, changing pilgrimage
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days. How wondrously He cares for them! What wisdom and power
.are put forth on their behalf! What tender providences underlie
their path, and what marvellous deliverances are wrought out for them!
The Holy Spirit has been pleased to leave on record in the hlessed
volume of truth many such proofs of the infinite and Divine care their
-God exercised for His people of old for our comfort and encouragement,
.and He is the same God to-day as in all the ages past; working in an
oft" mysterious way, His wonders to perform." We think of Joseph,
.subject to the cruel treatment of his brethren; sold as a slave, and all
the vicissitudes he went through in the purposes of his God and" until
-the Word of the Lord came," and the time of his degradation is turned
into highest exaltation. It is then when he makes himself known unto
his hrethren, that he says with so much gentleness and humility, and
free from upbraiding, " But as for you, ye thought evil against me;
but God meant it unto good" (Gen. I. 20).
We think, too, of how one word changed the whole aspect of affairs
.and revealed the power of Omnipotence on hehalf of the children of
Israel in spite of all their sinnings against Him. They are hard-pressed
by the Philistines, and cry unto the prophet to intercede for them.
Samuel wisely points out the reason of all this heavy displeasure from
their God; and reminds them that if they would seek deliverance
they must put away the strange gods from among them. And they
do so, and whilst the man of God is sacrificing and pleading with his
God for Israel's forgiveness, "the Philistines drew near to battle
against Israel; but the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that
day, and discomfited them, and they were smitten before Israel"
(1 Sam. vii. 10).
Nothing could then come upon His ancient people to harm them
when that gracious buttress of deliverance was wrought for them of
their God.
It reminds us of another of the Lord's dear servants, and howU

Once David seemed Saw's certain prey,
But hark I the foe's at hand;
Saul turns his arms another way.
To save th' invaded land."

Ab, yes, poor David had his many times and scenes of danger and
nearness to death, but as surely, too, deliverance from the hand of his
delivering God! He had his seasons of casting down besides his lifting
up, but his hope was stayed meanwhile upon his God, and he could say
for the encouragement of others who came after, "My flesh and my
heart faileth; but God is the strength of my heart and my portion
for ever" (Ps. Lxxiii. 26). Flesh and heart will and do often fail ns,
and we learn by slow and humbling measure that there is no trust to
be relied on tbere. And thus we are taugbt to look to God alone,
and Him we find and prove to our soul's satisfaction and His alone
glory, the abiding faithful One. Read what is declared of Him as the
worm Jacob's God-" He faileth not" (Zeph. iii. 5). "He shall not
fail" (Isa. xlii. 4). "His compassions fail not" (Lam. iii. 22).
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Oh, may the Lord give us increasingly to "remember the years of
the right hand of the Most High" and to encourage ourselves in the
dark and solemn days as we recall past delivcrances, wondrous mercie ,
amazing interpositious and miracles of His sparing and pre-eminent
grace. And well have we grouud for it. "0 thou enemy, destructions
are come to a perpetual end; and thou hast destroyed cities; their
memorial is perished with them. But the Lord shall endure for ever;
He hath prepared His throne for judgment. And He shall judge the
world in righteousness, He shall minister judgmeut to the people in
uprightness" (Ps. ix. 6-8). David could by the Spirit declare the
greatness of his God in executing judgment and mercy; and David's
Covenant Lord sealed the testimony with His own words, "Heaven
and earth shall pass away; but my words shall not pass away" (Mark
xiii. 31). And Who, when leaving His poor defenceless disciples, and
about to return to the glory He had with His Father, promised that
they should not be left destitute, comfortless: "But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My name,
He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance
whatsoever I have said unto you" (John xiv. 26).
Oh, what a gracious But must that ever after have been for poor,
impetuous, sinful Peter to call to remembrance after his many failures
and grievous fall. "Satan hath desired to have thee, that he may
sift thee as wheat; but I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not."
And you and I, bcloved, have this same precious word to rely upon
and rest in and gain comfort thereby. It is the intercession of our
Great High Priest before His Father's throne that avails on our behalf
and is the secret of our preservation. Our needs, too, are many and
varied. Still in holy confidence we can bring them all as they arise,
to the throne of grace, and lay them there, whatever they be in matters
temporal, providential, or spiritual; we have the sweet promise, " But
my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus" (Phi!. iv. 19). It was the same apostle who uttered
these words of hope and confidence, in a giving and sustaining, upholding and enabling God, Who could also testify (after telling of the miraculous mercy which had met him and changed his whole life from an
arch-enemy of the Church of Christ to a humble and devoted servant
of the same people he once persecuted).
" But by the grace of God I am what I am" (1 Cor. xv. 10). Ah,
brethren, you and I can humbly consider and ask ourselves where
would we have been, but for the grace of God. What hope should we
have but in His free, unmerited mercy and favour 1 And wheuever
we are writing bitter things of ourselves and blush to lift up our heads
as we think of the sinfulness of our natures, and our accumulated sins
against a holy and just God, in spite of the riches of His grace-here
is our humble hope and plea, " But I obtained mercy." The whole
desire of our lives is to show daily in our walk and conversation that
we are not our own, we have been bought at such a price. Let it
encourage us, too, to continue in prayer in these heavy days, that the
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God of our mercy in the matter of salvation may also be the God of
all our pilgrimage, Who" delighteth in mercy" in matters temporal
and national. His cbildren learn much of " the secret of the Lord"
which is with His fearing ones. "The salt of the earth" humbly and
gratefully adore a prayer-hearing and a prayer-answering God Who
has worked miracles, and been better to them tban all their fears.
By " a miracle" the recent evacuation of our B.E.F. troops from France
was thus spoken of by the Prime Minister. True, itwas a miracle, but
it was the hand of our God that worked it. Whose hand but His
brought the mists over the vessels which hid them from the enemy and
made them confess to " atmospheric difficulties" 1 Who stilled the
tossing angry waves which enabled craft of the smallest to navigate
with their precious burdens 1 The word of Omnipotence produced
" a great calm." And many like things are done by Him, beloved,
in these solemn and dark days. Men's hearts are failing them for
fear, and they are acknowledging that arms and men alone will not
win tills war. Satanic forces are fearfully strong and mighty, but our
God is all-mighty. Your and my heart and flesh fail oft-times at all
that is happening of sin and sorrow, and danger and death," but God
is the strength of our heart and our portion for ever." And thrice
blessed be His holy name, and truly blessed are all they that trust in
R.
Him.
" GOD WAS WITH ME."
WHEN Paris was raided by German aeroplanes Mr. William Bullitt,
the American Ambassador in France, had a narrow escape. A bomb
fell on the building in which he was attending a formal luncheon.
"Mr. Bullitt informed President Roosevelt, who rang him up after
the raid, that the bomb fell six feet away from him and failed to
explode. 'God was with me,' he said." "Two cars belonging to
guests at the luncheon were struck and burned up in the courtyard at
the entrance to the building. My car was not touched. I am entirely
uninjured."
It is refreshing to note that Mr. Bullitt recognized the hand of God
in his escape from death. "God was with me," he said, suggesting
that he attributed his escape to the Divine presence. We should like
to see a greater dependence on God manifested in the speeches of our
public men and a greater acknowledgment that all our deliverances
are of Him. Over a thousand bombs were dropped on Paris and its
outskirts on this occasion, and forty-eight people were killed and
one hundred and forty-nine injured. "Five schools were hit and at
least one hospital. One boys' and two girls' schools were hit in Paris,
and two elementary schools were hit in the outskirts. Ten children
were killed and eighteen injured in one of the schools."
Mter writing the above we learned that the total number of casualties
in the raid was nine hundred and six-two hundred and fifty-four
killed and six hundred and fifty-two wounded.
26
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Sermons anb Notes of Sermons.
ELISHA IN DOTHAN.
(2 KINGS vi. 8-17.)

By

F. W. KRUMMACHER, D.D.
(From his" Sermons on Elisha.")

THE REV.

LET us now quit the enemy's camp. Another more refreshing scene
awaits us. History now transplants us to Dothan, a small mountain
town of Samaria. It is about the hour of midnight, and tbe whole
country around lies sunk in the deepest silence. Only in tbe forest
beneath, at tbe foot of the mountain, a rustling sound becomes more
and more audible. This proceeds from the Syrian host, which has
learnt that Dothan contains the prophet who has defeated their
plan. At the command whispered forth to them they form their
camp around the small town, as silently as possible, in order to
demand, at break of day, the delivering up of Elisha, and which
they are prepared to enforce, sword in hand, by means of scaling
ladders. We will quietly await and see what the morning will
produce, which indeed we may with all possible ease of mind. Let
us meantime try to gain an entrance into the house where dwells
"the doomed man," the persecuted, the heavily threatened man.
The house is lofty and adjoius the city wall, with its upper torey
projecting over. From its windows the eye looks down upon the
hill, and beyond it rests upon the open country around. Doubtless
it is the hospitable dwelling of a believer which at that period might
be expected to be found in every to~n and village in Israel. From
the situation of the house against the wall, it is to be presumed, as
was also the case with that of Rahab in Jericho, that it did not belong
to the most distinguished buildings of the place. The honoured
house has now received us. Ab, hush, hush! What peace, what
happiness do I not feel while in it! Is it not likewise so with you,
beloved? If not, it would indeed be no good sign. It is true the
furniture around us is but poor, and the walls present only a bare,
tasteless appearance. Perhaps you prefer the purple, the rich, and
the stately. My taste is of quite an opposite nature. Spir·itual
beauty in my eyes goes before everything. I love the modest brilliaucy
of a tabernacle of God amongst the children of men; I am charmed
with the unfading wreaths of remembrance therein, reminding of
greetings, of surprises and supports, with which He yesterday and
to-day still shows Himself. And, oh, the heavenly air of true love
and brotherhood, how refreshing is that! How peaceful it breathes!
Oh, here is Bethel and Bethania! Here it breathes around me like
soft echoes of eternal Sabbath bells.
But see, we have here a small book-the Psalms of David, the
immortal lays of the night! And yonder is a parchment bearing
upon it the history of the kingdom, the history of the miracles of
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God to His people, as written for the faithful for their lastiug comfort
by the Holy Spirit, by the hand of Moses and other prophets! And
under this roof the golden thread of that history is being further
spun. We find ourselves in the centre of the chain of the revelations
of God, which meet together in the book of life, which are to serve
the people of the earth as an everlasting restoration. And am I not
to feel comfortable and at home here, where heaven is open, and
life, moving in a higher region, already mirrors forth images of the
eternal home 1
We now open the door of a small chamber. Behold, there reposes
the threatened man in soft slumbers. Step in gently, for his sleep
appears to be calm and sweet, uninterrupted by anxious dream or
scene of terror. A heavenly peace rests like moonlight upon his
brow. Sleeping, too, the man reposes in God. In the midst of sleep
the promises of his Master breathe like heavenly harp-tones around
his believing soul. You look around in his room anxiously to see
whether or not he may have at his command, for his defence, a sword,
or at any rate a shield and breast-plate. But no, nothing of that
sort is visible. You only find a pilgrim's staff leaning against the
wall. His sword is the word, his armour is his faith. You think,
perhaps, that you ought not to let him sleep, and feel it your duty
to awaken him without a moment's delay. Ab! no, awake him
not. Let him slumber until the morning lay of the birds awakes
him and the rays of the morning sun dawn upon his eye. "But,"
you say, " let us lock the door and draw the bolt." Oh, no, by no
means, my friends! He already reposes under lock and bolt. Forget
not that here slumbers a man over whom, like a golden shield, hovers
the Divine annunciation, "Fear not, for I have redeemed thee;
I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine!" And whose
pillow under his head is the arm of tender love; whose defence and
weapons are the eternal watchfulness of that Guardian Who neither
slumbers nor sleeps. Sweet angels, armed as a protection and resistance for him, keep watch in his camp, and thousands of promises,
as sweet as they are inviolable, surround him as a rampart. Well
may he then slumber without care or anxiety, in spite of the forest
of lances under his window, and in spite of the thunder-cloud over
his head. Oh, what an elevating spectacle is Elisha thus sleeping!
Truly, here is more than a slumbering king amidst his armed guard,
and a hero sleeping upon his sword! Come, let us retire to a little
distance; or do you long to whisper a soft greeting to the slumbering
prophet 1 If so, then let it be with the words of the Psalmist: "The
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and
delivereth them. Oh! taste, and see that the Lord is good; blessed
is the man that trusteth in Him."
U

Beloved of heaven! no longer doubt or fear;
The angels of the Lord around Thee stand,
10 faithful watch, to guard thee from aU ill :
\Yhy fear'st thou then the feeble power of man?
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.. Come, all ye people, hasten, and behold
However kind and merciful is God.
Oh! daily in His tender love renewed:
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord."

The early crimson hue of morn is just beginning to tinge with its
misty gold the distant tops of the mountains, when Elisha's servant
rubs his eyes and awakes from his sleep. He has to set out upon a
message to-day from his master, and it is necessary that he should
start upon his journey in good time. If the recollection of this prevented him from enjoying uninterrupted repose, it now operates upon
him no less when awake and urges his rising from his bed with all
possible expedition. After getting up, the first thing he does is to go
to the window, probably to look at the weather, or the time of day.
But, to look out and, tremblingly, with amazement and alarm, to
totter back again into the room, is the work of a moment. Pale as
death, he flies to the bed of his master and cries out loudly, as if the
world was on the brink of ruin: "Alas, my master! how shall we
do 1" You will perceive that he has doubtless caught a sight of the
host beneath, which, with horse and chariot, is encamped around the
town; and, indeed, the .effect of this sight was perhaps such as all
but to kill him. But how different from Elisha's happy sleep, so free
from care; and how striking a contrast to his serene and cheerful
waking! The boy, however, only sees as a man sees, and only contrasts
the force of the thousands by whom he beholds himself surrounded,
not, as he ought to have done, with the strength of Jehovah, but with
his own and Elisha's natural strength; and with that nothing otherwise
could of course result than an "Alas, my master! " and fear and
alarm.
" Alas, my master! how shall we do 1" Silly boy, to place your
master by this" how shall we " upon an equality with yourself! If
you have to fear and tremble for yourself, be still in no anxiety about
that favourite of God. But the boy attributes as little faith to Elisha
as to himself. His spiritual man has the eyes closed and sleeps, and
only the natural man is awake and in action.
It may happen to similar children of God, that in considering their
circumstances and situation, they suddenly stand again upon the old
point of view, as if the Spirit had not yet enlightened them, and they
had no other measure than that of a merely rational estimate by
which to judge. They weigh only in opposition to the danger, their
own strength and art, as if another was not ready at their command,
and if they find they are unequal to stand against the power which
threatens them, they throw aside their arms, and give the cause up
as lost. There lies then for a time, bound to the usurping bigoted
throne of blind nature, the new man who knows of a God of mercy and
help, and can as little use his tongue as his feet, and at this moment
only nature thinks, speaks, feels, and calculates in him, and takes its
measures. All, of course, equally wise; human, earthly, carnal.
There an Abraham goes, and in order to secure himself against the
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anxiety of dying without progeny, selects a Hagar. A Rebecca, in
order to gaiu for Jacob the privilege of first-born, takes a course of
craft and falsehood. An Aaron makes for the rebellious people the
golden calf they demanded, instead of dedicating their gold to the
Lord. A Peter, when he thinks himself in danger, enters upon the
slippery path of dissimulation, instead of the straight road of confidence
in God. These are sad appearances which might lead one to believe
that these people distinguish themselves in nothing more from the
great mass of the unconverted.
But this renewed dominion of the flesh in them is only revolutionary
inter-dominion, transient mntiny-rule. The better under-trod self
rises again. They reflect, and this reflection-O what golden germs
of blessed manifestations does it bring with the tears of repentance
and shame out of the consciousness of faith, which for a period has
been obscured! They comprehend with new clearness their state in
their relation of children, in their privileges in Christ, and they soar,
wrapped in God, with peaceful and untroubled clapping of wings,
beyond the regions of the earth.
"0 my soul, thou hast trodden down strength." Know ye this
word of faith and strength ~ It forms the antithesis to the" Alas,
my master, how shall we do 1" I t echoes to you from the song of
triumph sung by the prophetess Deborah. The Lord had again given
over the disobedient Israelites to the punishment of their enemies.
During twenty mournful years they sighed under the iron scourge of
Jabin, the Canaanite prince, when the prophetess Deborah, awakened
by God, snmmoned all to arms, promising that victory should follow
their banners; and surely it did happen, that at the very first attack
upon their enemy, of a strength far greater than their own, the terror
of God was struck upon the entire host, and thousands were stretched
dead upon the field by the sword of the pursuing Barak. Sisera, the
leader of the Canaanites and the terror of Israel, had in the meantime
taken flight, and sought refuge in the hut of a Kenite; but there
vengeance overtook him also. The nails of Jael penetrated through
his temples and completed Israel's victory, and tbns it might well
merit the sounding of the song of triumph: "So let all thine enemies
peri h, 0 Lord; but let them that love him be as the snn wheu he
goeth forth in his might." "0 my soul, thon hast trodden down
strength." Let the last words, ye co-redeemed brethren, be our device,
however the strong may be called, who wish to ensnare us.
Impelled by the Spirit, you made before the throne of God a vow
to sin no more. You did well in doing so, yea, you did wbat is indispensable for the inheritors of heaven. But I fear you will be forced
on the close of many a day to strike your breast and say: We have
broken our Covenant. You have been guilty of fresh denials of the
name of Christ. If again other faults be committed, know that you
have to do with the strong, who are not to be trifled witb. Do not
treat them lightly, nor think in what yon have forgotten yourselves,
and do not endeavour to excuse your erring by attributing it to your
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"goodwill," or your" weakness." Otherwise these strong ones will
advance upon you, before you are aware of it, will throw themselves
upon your conscience, tear up the roots of your peace, will become a
mark of branding and banishment within your soul, will deprive you of
all desire to pour out your confession to God, will weigh upon your
breast, deform your prayer, and render gloomy your relation of child
to your heavenly Father. Therefore do not treat your errors like
flakes of snow, which are shaken off the clothes without trouble, but
acknowledge them as what they are, as abominations in the eyes of
God, as faults against His boly command and worthy of condemnation.
But at this point be also upon your guard, be not over-reached by them,
lest they fall upon you like furious hyenas, and with the thunders of
awful accusation bring you to desperation. Lose not a moment,
therefore, but before these monsters with their damning strength
advance towards your conscience, seize and unfold the standard, and
cry out, " 0 my soul, thou hast trodden down strength." Put a check
and restraint upon your sins by frequent meditation upon the grand
ransom which was paid for them. Hold them under the feet of your
faith, preserve to yourself a perfect conscience. To that you have a
Divine right, since these sins, even these lie buried under the cross,
and "there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus! "
Powerful are also the dark guests which are called cares; whether
cares about food and clothing, or whatever else may be threatened.
These mighty ones make shocking devastation where they find an
open field, and in their fury they aim at the most precious of our
possessions-our peace. Therefore get under arms against them before
you have received their viper bites! attack them also in the flank with
Deborah's watchword! How 1 you would allow yourselves to be
overpowered by these nocturnal spirits; you, to whom is said, the
hairs upon your head are all numbered; you, to whom it is announced,
" He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things!" You,
who with the inexhaustible bank of an all-sufficient God have letters
of credit to present, such as the word of the birds in the air, and of the
lilies in the field, and the apostolical " casting all your care upon Him;
for He careth for you." Ye bosom children of the living God, ye
apples of the eye of His eternal Fatherly love, you would ask, what
shall we eat, what drink, with what clothe ourselves 1 You would
anxiously inquire, how you are to go through the world, and how
here and there you may remain preserved 1 0, remember only, who
in truth you are, and how placed, and hunt out with the Divine promises
the swarm of hornets from before your threshold! Greet the stinging
brood with the watchword of faith: "0 my soul, thou hast trodden
down strength!" For in that you sing at the same time to the Lord
Jesus the most acceptable hallelujah!
But are these cares our worst enemies 1 and is there not a greater
and more dreadful brood creeping around us 1 There is the roaring
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lion, which goes about, seeking whom he may devour! There are
the bad spirits, the angels of darkness reigning in the air, and only
bent upon our eternal destruction! Truly, these may above aJl others
be caJled the strong! Alas! those fire-darts they shoot forth! those
trap-holes that they dig! those chains which they forge! How, I
ask you, do you intend to oppose these powers? WiJl you only
tremble in terror and lose aJl courage, or prepare for the attack, as if
you had now only first to encounter and conquer them? Far from
you be either the one or the other. In both cases you would deny the
Gospel, and affix a stain upon the Lord J esus. No, let the onset be
one of triumph, and let a jubilee of victory, through which these
mighty ones were long since disarmed for you, were deprived of their
destroying power, and exposed to public view, be the first result that
is made upon you by their roaring! In the look of faith at Him,
meet also the kingdom of heJl with the cry, " 0 my soul, thou hast
trodden down strength!" This watchword makes devils tremble,
and destroys even their most crafty projects ana designs.
But there are many others of the mighty, against whom I would
recommend your bringing to bear as a device the word of Deborah.
There exist among you yet many prejudices, doubts, and scruples;
and these are also mighty and spiritual destroyers. Thus you doubt
whether we may pray unconditionalJy for aught we require, after the
Scripture has even affirmed the question in the most decided manner:
" And aIJ things whatsoever ye shaJl ask in prayer, believing, ye shaJl
receive"; thus it says, without attaching to this word any limited
and weakening clause. You feel a doubt whether aJl promises of the
Divine word are given to you, whilst such must of course be understood
to be so, inasmuch as they are coJlectively given "to the seed of
Abmham," that is, "Christ," and whoever believes in Christ is one
with Him. It appears to you bold for a man to declare, " I can do
aIJ things through Christ which strengtheneth me"; whilst in aIJ
the saints of the New Testament this consciousness exists, and we
are not less expressly encouraged to believe the same in our heart.
You ask anxiously if it is permitted to enjoy an uninterrupted peace,
when behold it is not only permitted but recommended, nay, commanded: "And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are caIJed in one body; and be ye thankful. " You foster
mean-spirited scruples as to whether a constant delight in the Lord is
consistent with the gravity of sanctification; and yet it is written,
" For the joy of the Lord is your strength!" And you doubt whether
internal Christianity is capable of growth and further development,
whilst, nevertheless, you hear the apostles say, time after time, Watch
the inward man; increase in the work of the Lord! and as their words
further say: Therefore caIJ together and coJlect aIJ these anxious
doubts and scruples in a heap, light them with the torch of the Gospel
under your eye, set your foot upon the neck of them, for they needlessly
embitter and trouble your life in the Lord, and let them also hear the
words, " 0 my soul, thou hast trodden down strength! "
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Yes, whatever may inimically draw itself around you, whatever
may surround you threateningly and closely, whether spirits or men,
circumstances or thoughts, let them shrink and be terrified who have
no God and no promises; but be you manly and conscious of the
nobleness of your position. An" Alas and woe, my God! " does not
become those who sit under the shelter of the Almighty. Walk in
harmony with a Gospel which entwines around your brow the wreaths
of the victory of your king, and let your crest bear the inscription" 0 my soul, thou hast trodde-n down strength! "
" Alas, my master!" Thus cries out the boy; but he mistakes if
he thinks to find in his slumhering master a participator in his alarm.
The cry of need breaks to pieces against the mighty pillars which
support Elisha's peace, and only sharpens in him the consciousness of
his security in God. It only needs that the reolian harp of the soul
be properly struck, and then the storm, not less than the zephyr,
will draw from it harmonious sounds. There are choirs of temples
in whose echo each vibration becomes a solemn euphony. Such a
choir was the faith-filled breast of Elisha. Certainly the prophet awakes
up from llis sleep; but his awaking is like a serene, care-free child,
yea, like the sun at dawn of day when it ascends in triumphant calmness over the mist of early morn. With an equanimity in the lineaments of his countenance which might have hushed an ocean of anxiety
and care, he rises from his couch and follows the boy to the window.
Then he beholds the surrounding host beneath and feels no doubt as
to whom this blockade is meant for; but he sees also something still
more than that, and says to the terrified servant with the calmest
self-possession, " Fear not! for they that bc with us are more than
they that be with them!" 'What an evidence of conscious security!
Elevated expression of faith! Elisha accepts in full confidence what
stands written as the peculiar privilege of the elect of God. The
promises of the Word are to him bills of exchange as good as ready
gold. He at once dashes to the ground each gainsaying experience as
a merely unsubstantial APPEARANCE. "The Lord has said this and
that; and so it will happen, though something else appeared a thousand
times more probable."
He is no fool to decline in false humility the elevated and secure
position which is appointed for bim iu the Scriptures. If God will
therein show the abundance of His love by surrounding him, a sinner,
with heavenly guards, he is content. He willingly yields himself as
an object and example of the eternal mercy; for in his greatness the
name of the Lord is glorified, and in his elevation triumphs the grace
of the Lord. "There are more with us than with them!" This
consciousness is the holy source whence all true Divine heroism is
derived; it is the consecrated fountain concealed in the heart, whence
flows that silent chivalry, without fear and without reproach, which
was shown to us by so many witnesses of Christ in ancient times,
who seemed like beings of a higher aud superhuman order. How
much of spiritual wonder is presented to you in a Huss, a Luther,
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a Calvin, and other heroes of the kingdom, the fruit of the strong and
fertile roots of that faith! With the sword of this faith the great
triumph of the Reformation was achieved, and continually will he
maintain the field, were hundreds of thousands to oppose, who knows
how to meet them with that watchword.
After Elisha, in proud tranquillity, had addressed to the trembling
boy that word of encouragement, he raised in supplication his eyes to
heaven, and said: "Lord, I pray Thee, open his eyes that he may
see!" And scarcely had he pronounced the prayer, when-Oh, how
is the boy wonder-struck. I he dreaming or awake 1 Behold!
behold! what a scene strikes upon his astonished eyes! Within an
inner circle of the mountain another camp is drawn around, a camp
of protection and defiance; but not of this world. A heavenly host
lies like an illumining belt around the height; beaming forms of
angels, etherial horses of fire, and chariots of war as if formed out of
enchained lightnings. The Syrians do not observe it, but Elisha
beheld it at the first glance; and the boy as well sees it now. What
is it 1 It is no phantom, my beloved, nor any unsubstantial representation. It is actual, real; a celestial power, which does not appear
first to the internal vision of the hoy, but before the boy observed it,
was already prepared for him outwardly. But why did he not perceive
it sooner 1 You hear, it was because his eyes had not been opened
sooner. The eyes of faith 1 No, not so; it is here the question of
seeing and not of faith. It was then his corporeal eyes, which here
experienced a miraculous sharpening, or even participated in a
momentary glorification by the power of which they suddenly possessed
the capability of penetrating even through the veil of the world of
spirits 1 Or, is there lying dormant in every man another pair of
eyes besides the external corporeal ones 1 Or do we possess altogether
another inward being like the outward one, but formed of totally
dissimilar etherial substance, and enwrapped by the outward, earthly
corporeality as by a coarser covering 1 And perhaps it is this inward
being, which in this state of clear-sightedness proves itself active and
free in so many undoubted instances 1 It is to such a being perhaps
that the apostolical words allude: "For we know that if our earthly
hou e of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God,
a honse not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
You ask more, my beloved, than I can venture to answer with certainty. We are placed here in a world, the secrets of which are withdrawn
from our present view. But it needs only a certain opening of our
eyes and we behold even spirits. And, oh, how would many amongst
us be joyfully snrprised, if suddenly they were able to penetrate
throngh the veil that conceals all around them! They feel themselves
solitary and desolate in their private sorrows, and behold, the truest
friend would stand at their side, watching over them with looks of
grace and favour. They fancy themselves thrown upon their own
resources, and sacrificed to the whims and caprices of a blind fate,
and instead of that they would find themselves led by the hand by an
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Almighty Parent. They complain of an abandonment, and talk
tremblingly and dismayed of lost posts at which they were stationed,
and all at once they would perceive a wall of fire around them, and
superhuman invincible heroes would guard the place they occupy.
Thus would their cry of alarm soon be changed into shouts of joy and
victory, and the" Alas, my master, how shall we do ! " into a courageous and decided " They that be with us are more than they that be
with them! "-Your eyes would then behold those who live beyond
the community of God, and who, nevertheless, with a groundles&
" Peace! peace! there is no danger! " pass onwards. Oh, the horrid
groups, for the sight of which, these must prepare themselves. Instead
of being surrounded by blessed angels, they would be environed by
powers of the abyss. In the guiding reins of the prince of darknes&
they would proceed along downward paths, paths of damnation and
death, and a horrible rabble, laughing in scorn, would keep them
prisouers till the yet more horrible catastrophe.
Thus then they were real objects that the boy beheld! Indisputably
so. But what say you at seeing a single mortal stand so highly with
God, that the sending of a heavenly army does not appear an extraordinary expedition when it is done for the security of this man ~
and at beholding a whole city Divinely protected for that one reason,
namely, because that single guest happens to be within its walls!
Is not the thought forced upon you here, that this unlimited favour
of Jehovah towards him must necessarily be produced by something
more than his personal excellence, which is still imperfect, and
abundantly polluted! Does not this surprising distinction of a poor
sinner lead us to seek beyond him for the cause of this distinction,
and do we not see that it is bestowed for the righteousness of a third
party ~ And justification through faith here again steps forward,
and alone amply solves the apparent enigma in such an elevation of
a sinful man. Upon this everything is founded that will fall to the lot
of the children of God; by that is supported the blessed consciousness,
that in what was given to the greatest in the kingdom of heaven,.
the lesser have a share, because they all shine in one dress; from it
flows to us the cheerful contentment with which, child-like and fearless,
we partake without hesitation of the" undeserved, unbounded kindness " we receive from the hands of God.
Justification in Christ makes a complete man. It is the source of
true courage which nothing shakes. It joins to the purest humility
the most sacred consciousness of self. It contributes to true freedom.
A justified mortal stands uplifted above his infirmities as well as above
his virtues. Of the former, which no longer defile him in the sight of
God, however strictly he may i udge them, he no longer makes a secret;
of the latter, upon which he no longer depends before God, he, like
the possessor of millions with his copper coin, makes no account. He
loves mankind; but he trembles not before their judgment. He
serves the Lord in them; but their thanks he bears, with pure mind,
to the feet of Jesus. He knows he is in good favour with God, and
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in this consciousness he dreads no mortal's face, and stands wherever
he may stand, without mask and undismayed in the face of the whole
world. He does not-mindful of His Divine dignity and instruction
-covet after the vain glittering objects, to obtain which the world
takes so much trouble. With magnanimous view and character, he
rises above its cares and designs, and fears no longer death, because
he is no longer subject to it as the punishment for sin; neither does
he dread the downfall of the world, because he is for ever sheltered in
God. He already lives in the period of eternal life, which is not
shortened or interrupted by the death of the body, he is only disincarcerated and released. He prays with full confidence, as a child
that knows its father; he receives joyfully and freely. He fights
with a free conscience, certain of victory. He looks fearless on every
storm, hecause he knows who dwells in that storm. He is not anxious
about the continued duration of the Church, for he knows the plan
and power of its Head. Much less does he care for the individual
duration of his own life; for he is, body and soul, no longer his own,
but God's. Thus he stands a truly free man, uncrushed by necessity;
assured of the most blessed result; unbent amidst ignominy and
scorn; tranquil and reserved amidst injustice and misapprehension;
careless, where all is care; firm and composed amidst threatening
danger; humbled, but unterrified at the tribunal; stronger than
death, and more triumphant than hell.
Yea, if there is aught on earth which merits the name of true magnanimity, it is rooted in a conscience perfected in the blood of Christ.
Such a conscience gives that firmness and gait, which we must call,
even under the jacket of a labourer, royal. This inward freedom
produces those powerful minds which, wherever they appear, immediately make their silent but triumphant influence felt UpOIl the soul.
Such men of God are capable of reproducing for us the angel-appearances of former times. Their deep energetic serenity sinks into our
hearts and attends us in action. Their presence gives us courage,
calms us, and raises us with them to their more elevated paths.
Words, phrases, and gesticulations do not effect this. Pretend to be
bold and joyful in faith as you please, it still has no effect. The wonderworking power lies alone in the inward truth. Without this, we remain
in the richest spiritual preparation, as " clouds without water." Be
really bold in God, and, though silent, you will stand for thousands as
a desired watch-tower!
TO HIM SHALL MEN COME.
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON BY

J. C.

PHlLPOT, FROM ISAIAH

xlv. 24, 25.

THE Lord has given an absolute promise that" In the Lord shall all
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." And no less absolute
is the addition, and as it were Divine corollary to that promise" To
Him shall men come." What men! The very men who by coming
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and receiving shall be able in his own time to say, " In the Lord have
I righteousness and strength." They come to Him that they may
receive these blessings from and out of Him; for from Him alone can
they receive either righteousness, strength, or glory. But how can
they receive these things from Him if they come not to Him for that
express purpose 1 And who gives them will and power to come 1
The Father Himself, according to the Lord's own words, "No man
can come to me except the Father which hath sent Me draw him"
(John vi. 44). But will the Father draw all the chosen vessels of
mercy to Jesus 1 Surely he will, for the Lord adds, " It is written in
the prophets, and they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto
Me" (John vi. 45). But who are these" all " who are thus" taught
of God" and by Him drawn to Christ 1 Are they all the human race,
or even all who hear a preached Gospel 1 What prophecy does the
Lord quote here 1 Is it not" all thy children shall be taught of the
Lord 1" And who are" thy children" but Zion's children, the sons
and daughters of the" Jerusalem which is above, which is the mother
of us all" (Gal. iv. 26; Isa. liv. 13).
But this coming may be your present experience. You can scarcely
rise above this point-that you are a coming sinner-a praying,
sueing, seeking, begging soul; often a guilty, self-condemned crillllnal
in your own conscience, yet crying to the Lord to manifest His forgiving
mercy and pardoning love to your sonl. If this be yonr experience
you have most clearly an interest in the promise, " to Him shall men
come." God the Spirit is nOw working the fulfilment of that promise
in your heart; for you are coming. Are you not coming even now
to His feet 1
Why have you come this morning to hear His word of grace and
truth from my lips 1 Is it not that you may hear something to give
yon a hope of your interest in the blood, love, and obedience to Jesu ,
a word of comfort that may encourage your soul still to look and loug
and wait: or that the Lord Himself by His word applied \vith power
may clearly manifest to you your adoption in the family of God 1
Why did you lift up your heart and voice in earnest supplication to
the throne of His grace, but with this petition on your lips, that He
would bless you with a sense of His pardoning love, would manifest
Himself unto you as your Lord and God, and give you a testimony
!hat you were His for time and eternity 1 Was not this for the most
part the snbject of your secret cry 1 This was a comiug.
Whilst I have been speaking this morning of His grace and glory
and the blessedness of being able to say, " In the Lord have I righteousness and strength," have there been no secret breathings of your soul
towards God-no inward desires that the Lord would manifest these
rich blessings to your soul 1 This is a coming. Every beam and ray
of hope in His blood and righteousness is a comin a . Every act of faith
whereby you look to Jesus is coming. Every breathing desire of
a broken heart-all are coming.
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"DOEST THOU WELL TO BE ANGRY 1 "
DAVID said, " Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies." Very often his" table" had meant the grass or the rock.
But he knew the comforts of his own home and tbe elegancies of the
royal palace. He had a place of his own at Saul's table (if not every
day) at the feast of the new moon. We all know of the particular
occasion when, his seat being empty, he was missed. He was at the
time frightened for his life, being sure that Saw meant to kill him,
and Jonathan undertook to excuse him. How dreadful and miserable
was the scene that ensued. Jonathan's pleas were lost on his father,
whose rage forthwith carried him to the point of murder. Jonathan
himself rose from the untasted meal in great anger. Saul's fury was
the fruit of disappointment and envy. Jonathan's was roused by the
violation of justice and truth, and by the intensity of his love for
David. He" was grieved for David because his father had done him
shame." With Saw murder followed anger; with Jonathan, grief.
It was the cause of God and of His servant David that was at stake,
and although there seems not much of a parallel, I thought of the
scene when the Lord healed the man with the withered hand. Christ
looked upon His auditory" with anger, being grieved for the hardness
of their hearts"; while they, seeing His compassion for the afflicted
and His wonderful healing, "were filled with madness, and communed one with another, what they might do to Jesus."
The wrathful Cain has not been without a sad progeny in such
as Pharaoh and Sennacherib, and Nebuchadnezzar (but he found
mercy), Haman, and Herod, and maybe the race is not yet extinct.
They have hated and slain those whose existence seemed to them
to be in the way of their own glory. And side by side tbere has been
a generation, the blessed of God, whose anger has been of a godly
sort, who have grieved for the dishonour done to God. Moses was
a prince among them. Phineas and Samuel and Nehemiah were of
the same spirit. They were" very zealous for the Lord God of Hosts,"
like that" favourite of the Almighty," Elijah, whose spirit gave him
no rest while a priest of Baal remained. He, however, may not have
been exactly angry when he mocked them. He was rather full of the
inspiration of the God of Israel, and he prayed his wonderful prayer
of confession and entreaty. What an answer he had, and what an
acknowledgement at the close of his sojourn on earth. He was of like
passions with us. He was weary and spent and he prayed that he
might die. But God comforted him, helped him, and made him still
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might, and then honoured
him above all the rest by taking him visibly up to heaven. If his
heart sank and his hands hung down, it was that he might be reminded
wherein his great strength lay.
Why was Nehemiah so urgent to be remembered in mercy 1 He
also had been very jealous for the Lord of Hosts. But when he
turned from his labours and reforms, hegging that they might remain
for the good of the people, he wanted to he remembered himself.
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His zeal for God could not supply the need of his heart. His
labours would provide no rest for his soul. He wanted over and
above them all to be remembered for good. A conviction of sin
accompanies the most ardent servant of God until the end of his
days. It is signified by sorrow of heart and loneliness of spirit: a
feeling of silence on the part of the Lord, and of distance. Love
is ever suspicious. Maybe Nehemiah got at once what he sought.
Maybe he had to wait, but sooner or later the song of the Church
had been his, " 0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry
with me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou cornfortest me."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE VICTORIA INSTITUTE AND ASSURANCE OF VICTORY.
THE following letter signed by Sir Ambrose Fleming, President of the
Victoria Institute, and Mr. T. C. Skinner, the Hon. Secretary, appeared
in The Daily Telegraph on July 25th. While acknowledging the need
of " the utmost efforts on our part by land, sea and air" "to defeat
our relentless foe," the writers emphasize the need of continual
prayer, coupled with" confession of our frequent failure to acknowledge
God in all our ways," if we are to " be assured of victory over an
unsurpassed evil power aiming at world domination." The letter is
as follows :" To the Editor of ' The Daily Telegraph.'
"Sir-We, the Council of the Victoria Institute or Philosophical
Society of Great Britain, on behalf of all our membership and in
sympathy with many persons of like mind, desire an opportunity to
be given us to express our firm belief that in the present struggle with
a destructive Jazism the issues rest entirely in the power and will of
Almighty God.
" Although the utmost efforts on our part by land, sea, and ai r,
as well as intensive civilian work and sacrifice, will be needed to defeat
our relentless foe, there are determining factors and agencies which
are beyond human power to control, though perfectly subject to the
Divine will.
" To obtain the benefit of these we feel that there must be continual
supplication for Divine guidance and help, coupled with confession of
our frequent failure to acknowledge Him in all our ways and to offer
as a nation the acceptable worship we are bound to give; but that,
given renewed faith and obedience, we may confidently call upon Him
and, with unrestricted effort and incessant prayer, be assured of
victory over an unsurpassed evil power aiming at world domination;
and thus bring succour, relief, and peace to ourselves and to a troubled
world.
" Yours faithfully,
"AMBROSE FLEMING, President.
" The Victoria Institute,
" T. C. SKINNER, Hon. Secretary.
" Westminster, July 20th."
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OUR FOREIGN SECRETARY (LORD HALIFAX) AND PRAYER.
THE reply of Lord Halifax to Hitler which appeared in The Times of
July 23rd last mllst have cheered the hearts of God's people by his
acknowledgement of God and his reference to the need of prayer.
In the COllr e of his reply he said :" Where will God lead us? Not, we may be sure, through easy or
pleasant paths. That is not His way. He will not help us to avoid
our difficulties. What He will do is to give to those who humbly ask
the Spirit that no dangers can disturb. The Christian message to the
world brings peace in war; peace where we most need it,; peace of
soul. It is that same Christian message which makes its Giver, Who
is God, the best Friend with whom a man can share life or death.
Tho e of us who cannot serve in the armed forces must all do our best
in other ways to help them. I am sure we shall. And there is one
thing we can all do, soldiers, sailors, airmen, and civilians, men, women,
and children all together, which may be much more powerful than we
know. And this is to pray." Concluding his reply, Lord Halifax
said, " This then is the spirit in which we must march together in this
crusade for Christianity. We and our great Dominions oversea stand,
and shall continue to stand, foursquare against the forces of evil.
We shall go forward, seeing clearly both the splendour and the perils
of the task, but strengthened by the faith, through which by God's
help, as we try to do His service, we shall prevail."
In reference to Lord Halifax's speech a letter appeared in The Times
from the pen of the Rev. M. E. Aubrey, of the Baptist Union of Great
Britain and Ireland, on July 24th. He said, "That the Foreign
Secretary of this country, at a moment when the world was waiting to
see what reply he would make to the German leader, should speak to
us of the Christian faith, of doing the will of God, and of the need and
power of prayer, is a thing of which Christian men will speak long
after the happenings that now obsess us are forgotteu.
"To a vast number of earnest men anq. women, who have been
disquieted to the point of depression by some ministerial utterances,
with their note of boastfulness and reliance on our o\vo strong arm,
the emphasis always in the wrong place, the speech came as an unspeakable relief, 'clear shining after rain.' On the Armada memorial
the words are cut: 'He blew with His wind and they were scattered.'
That happens to be good history, but every Government speaker who
has referred to the Armada appears to have forgotten it.
" The effects of the Foreign Secretary's words will be incalculable.
If the Government can maintain such leadership we shall yet win this
war and the peace, and, what is more important still, achieve a new
birth of this nation and of other peoples in the earth."

world must be replenished with horrible darkness and errors,
before the latter day come."-Luther.

" THE
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THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.
VIII. LOCUSTS.
By 111&. TREVOR T. EDwARDs, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.

IN the days when the Flower of the Hebrew race was present among
men, " His disciples asked Him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man,
or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should
be made manifest in bim " (John ix. 2, 3).
During the period of the splendour of the Egyptian empire Moses
and Aaron were sent to make known to Pharaoh the same design (Exod.
x. 1, 2), and that from that design there was a requirement (Humility,
v. 3), and failing which there would be threat and punishment (verses
4-6).
In om day, a score and more centuries after, this message from
Jehovah, the all-ruling One, is well known to us and to millions of
our contemporaries around the earth. How has this been? seeing
that people in general are not famous for their knowledge of history.
To account for this message being so well known on the basis of chance
is absurd. Tbese ten things that were done so long ago were not
written in the sand, for long ere now the wind had blown and obliterated
their fame: they were not carved on wood, for long ere now the fire
had come and burnt the record: they were not chjpped-out on marble,
for long ere now the earthquake had come and shattered these ancient
archives. The remembrance of the deeds of " the Lord God of the
Hebrews" and of the perpetuation of His fame is because they were
recorded on substance more durable than sand or wood or marble,
for they are" told in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what
thjngs I have wrought in Egypt." They are known because they are
written on the hearts of men. "When we praise God we display the
tropilles of His excellency" (Puritan aphorism).
God in His providence is longsuffering, yet that longsuffering has
a limit, not because God has limited patience, but because human life
is frail and does not abide here for ever; for if it is to be corrected it
must be corrected in time. There must have been a sudden stiffening
of countenances when Pharaoh heard the nature of the coming plague
-locusts. His servants, clearly, were alarmed and spoke bluntly to
their overlord, " How long shall this man be a snare unto us? Let
the men go, that they may serve the Lord their God: knowest thou
not yet that Egypt is destroyed? " (verse 7). Not yet! The very
name of this dreaded insect was enough to startle Pharaoh's servants
into precautionary activity. They did not wait for the reality. Hail
m;ght be one thing, but who could escape the locusts, before whose
voracity every green thing disappears? So Moses and Aaron were
brought again into the presence of this Egyptian schemer, who realized
to the quick that he was in the presence of the adamant ones (verses
8-11). Not yet! Not so! But the Lord's servants were driven out
in haste. There is no reasoning with a man in a passion. But when
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Pharaoh saw the locusts, " he called for Moses and Aaron in haste "
(verse 16); for when he saw the locusts he was face to face with reality.
Reality sohers a man. He had to send for the men whom he had
hastened away, hecause the locusts were in haste.
" And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the
land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land
of Egypt and eat every herh of the land, even all that the hail hath
left. And Moses stretched forth ills rod over the land of Egypt, and
the Lord brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that
night; and when it was morning, the east wind hrought the locusts.
And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all
the coasts of Egypt: very grievous were they; hefore them there
were no such locusts as they, neither after them shall be such" (verses
12-14). Isis and Serapis were supposed to protect the country from
locusts. West winds might bring these enemies, but an east wind the
Egyptians never feared, seeing they had the protection of the Red
Sea. But Egypt's gods failed, for the very east wind they revered
hecame their destruction. The east wind is that willch " blows nobody
any good." It is a ground wind, and heing such it is noxious, blowing
as it does close over the germ-laden atmosphere on the surface of the
earth.
Thus came God's" great army" (Joel ii. 25), those winged" scorpions" with" teeth as the teeth of lions," " the sound of whose wings
was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle" (Rev.
ix. 3-11). On they came borne upon the waft of the cool east wind,
making over all the land of Egypt" a day of clouds" (Joel ii. 2).
It must have been a truly terrible darkening sight, accompanied by
a rumble and a roar as of the " noise of chariots . . . set in battle
array" (Joel ii. 5). "Before them" the wealtby land of Mitzraim." as
the garden of Eden"--ere long hecame a " desolate wilderness behind"
them (Joel ii. 3).
The surface of Egypt was agitated and alive like the sea after a
storm, restless and in continual motion and commotion in every part ;
while the flap-flap of wings and the nib-nib of mandibles struck terror
into the populace, with an incessant monotone awful to hear, without
variation or diminution, till the ear became weary of hearing it and in
vain sought relief from the deep, angry bass of this voice of vengeance
of the Hebrew's God. The locusts covered all Egypt as with a mantle,
and their hunger left not a bud, a leaf, or even bark on the trees and
took satisfaction even to devouring the leather of the water-vessels.
A plague of the heart indeed was this-all verdure gone, only famine
and death now nigh. The Egyptians staggered under this dreadful
Divine blow and looked around and beheld all that was green and
beautiful" the locusts hath eaten," and is left stripped, pale, scarred,
and "made willte" (Joel i. 2, 7). Everything tinted with green
vanished in half an hour.
M. Beauplan, a seventeenth-century traveller, has left on record:
" In June, 1646, at Novgorod, it was prodigious to behold the locusts,
27
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because they were hatched there that spring, and being as yet scarcely
able to fly, the ground was all covered, and the air was full of them,
even the stables, barns, chambers, garrets, and cellar, and I could
not eat in my chamber withont a candle. I cansed cannon-powder
and sulphur to be burnt to expel them, bnt to no purpose; for when
the door was opened, an infinite number came in, and the others were
f1nttering about; and it was a troublesome thing, when a man went
abroad, to be hit on the face by those creatures, on the eyes, nose, or
cheeks, so that there was no opening the mouth but some would get
in. Yet all this was nothing; for when we were to eat they gave us
no respite; and when we went to eut a piece of meat, we cut a locust
with it, and when a man opened his month to put in a morsel, he was
sure to chew one of them." The whole atmosphere was filled on all
sides and to a great height by an immense quantity of insects, whose
flight was slow and uniform, and whose noise resembled the patter of
rain downcoming: the sky was darkened considerably, and the snn
was shaded like unto the ominousness of an eclipse.
So the agency of Nature is used by God both in sending and removing
judgments. God's footsteps are not known. The locusts came and
went in the opposite quarters of the compass to the expected. Since
Eden was lost to man, it has pleased God, for inscrutable reasons, to
withdraw Himself behind the screen of Nature and to work out His
purposes in the main through natural processes, suited to season and
country. We are reminded of these things continually, because we
have the Bible: and that nation that pays not heed to the Word from
heaven shall snrely know indeed that the Lord of heaven and earth
hath still His ancient power. "He spake, and the locusts came, and
caterpillars, and that without number." "I am gone down like the
shadow when it declineth: I am tossed up and down as the locust"
(Ps. cv. 34; cix. 23).
The eighth plague contains a beautiful expression-" thy son's son"
(Exod. x. 2). Eight is the number of resurrection: for it was on the
eighth day that the Lord rose from the dead and kept the appointment
that He had made before He was put to death. This eighth day is
also the first day of the week: and all that comes so early in numbers
bespeaks hope of many an addition thereto. It is, as it were, a new
start. "Thy son's son." "Tales of a grandfather." These tales are
grand stories of delight to the heart of " thy son's son." How he loves
to sit upon thy knee and listen to thy husky voice as thou dost tell
him the tales of yore! As life comes near to the end of its long journey,
how is the old man to occupy his time 1 His own children are busy,
and the world's distracting cares are constantly pressing on them from
Monday morning to Saturday night. God would have the very old to
speak to the very young-not so much concerning what they did as
what God has done for them. What better activity than to instruct
these wee climbers and show them how to look ahead; to tell them
" what things I have wronght in Egypt, and My signs which I have
done among them; that ye may know how that I am the Lord"
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(Exod. x. 2). The old gentlemen may do much for the patrimony they
have enjoyed and served so long, though they are not always wise
(Job xv. 10; xxxii. 9). Both Moses and Solomon had true understanding when they declared: "Thou shalt teach them diligently unto
thy cllildren, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in tlllne house,
and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up." "Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind
them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart"
(Deut. vi. 7; Prov. iii. 3). God's mercies and wondrous works are
to be kept in perpetual remembrance; for man's forgetfulness of
God's benefits is one of the saddest features of his existing condition
and character. The Church would have men to thank God twice a
day for" creation, preservation, and all the blessings of tills life."
Come then! "Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare
what He hath done for my soul" (Ps. lxvi. 6).

FROM THE GENEVA BIBLE. ARGUMENT OF THE
BOOK OF JOB.
IN tills history is set before our eyes the example of a singular patience.
For this holy man, Job, was not only extremely afflicted in outward
things and in his body, but also in his mind and conscience by the
sharp temptations of his wife and chief friends, which by their vehement
words and subtil disputations brought him almost to despair. For
they set forth God as a severe Judge and mortal enemy unto him,
which had cast him off, and therefore in vain he should seek unto
Him for succour. These friends came unto him under pretence of
consolation, and yet they tormented him more than did all his
affliction. Notwithstanding, he did constantly resist them, and at
length had good success. In this story we have to mark that Job
maintaineth a good cause, but handleth it evil: again his adversaries
have an evil matter but they defend it craftily. For Job held that
God did not always punish men according to their sin, but that He
had secret judgments, whereof man knew not the cause, and therefore
man could not reason against God therein, but he should be convicted.
Moreover, he was assured that God had not rejected him; yet through
hi great torments and afllictions he brasteth forth into many inconveniences both of words and sentences, and showeth himself as a
desperate man in many things-as one that would resist God, and this
is his good cause which he doth not handle well. Again the adversaries
maintain with many goodly arguments that God punisheth continually
according to the trespass, grounding upon God's providence His
justice and man's sins. Yet their intention is evil, for they labour
to bring Job into despair, and so they maintain an evil cause. Ezekiel
commendeth Job as a just man (Ezek. xiv. 14), and Jamcs setteth
out Ills patience for an example.
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD.

EVERY thinking person readily sees that some sovereignty rules his
life. He was not asked whether or not he would have existence;
nor when, where, or what he would be born; whether in the twentieth
century or before the flood; whether white or negro; whether in
America or in China. It has been recognized by Christians in all ages
that God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe, and that as the
Creator and Ruler of the universe He is the ultimate source of all the
power that is found in the creatures. Hence nothing can come to
pass apart from His sovereign will; and when we dwell upon this
truth we find that it involves considerations which establish the
Calvinistic and disprove the Arminian position.
By virtue of the fact that God has created everything which exists,
He is the absolute Owner and final Disposer of all that He has made.
He exerts not merely a general influence, but actually rules in the
world wlllch He has created. The nations of the earth, in their
insignificance, are as the small dust of the balance when compared
with His greatness; and far sooner might the sun be stopped in His
course than God be hindered in His work or in His will. Am.id all
the apparent defeats and inconsistencies of life God actually m.oves on
in undisturbed majesty. Even the sinful actions of men can occur
only by His permission. And since He permits, not unwillingly but
willingly, all that comes to pass-including the actions and ultimate
destiny of men-must be, in some sense, in accordance with what He
has desired and purposed. Just in proportion as tbis is denied, God is
excluded from the government of the world. Naturally some problems
arise here wlllch we in our present state of knowledge are not fully
capable of solving; but that is no sufficient ground for rejecting
what the Scriptures and the plain dictates of reason affirm to be true.
Although the sovereignty of God is universal and absolute, it is not
the sovereignty of blind power. It is coupled with infinite wisdom,
holiness, and love. And tills doctrine, when properly understood, is
a most comforting and reassuring one. 'Vho would not prefer to
have Ills affairs in the hands of a God of infinite power, wisdom, holiness,
and love, rather than to have them left to fate, or chance, or irrevocable
natural law, or to short-sighted and perverted self? Those who reject
God's sovereignty should consider what alternatives they have left.
The affairs of the universe, then, are controlled and guided, how?
" According to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after the
counsel of His will." ...
" The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, surely as I have thought,
so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.
. . . For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it ?
and His hand is stretched out and who shall tUIn it back?" (Isa.
xiv. 24, 27).-" The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination," by Professor
Loraine Boellner, pp. 30, 32-34.
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"A SPIRITUAL HOUSE."
THE house of the Lord which Solomon built on Mount Moriah was a
beautiful type of " the house of God, which is the Church of the living
God, the pillar and ground of the truth," of which the apostle writes
in his first letter to Timothy. Solomon's temple was built according
to a Divine pattern. David gave to him" the pattern of all that be
had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the Lord." "All this,
said David, the Lord made me understand in writing by His hand
upon me, even all the works of this pattern." Though Solomon was
the builder, God was the architect. He drew up the plan, and it was
to be built exactly according to God's design. The spiritual house,
too, composed of regenerated and Spirit-quickened men and women,
is being erected according to Divine plan and purpose. A greater
than Solomon has been chosen to be its Builder. "Behold the Man
Whose name is the Branch. . . . He shall build the temple of the
Lord." All the stones of this spiritual temple are Divinely chosen.
Those stones consist of all those whom the Father hath given to the
Son. Hence the dimensions and measurements of the spiritual house
have been Divinely fixed, and each living stone is destined to occupy
in due time its appointed place in this great building. Using another
figure, the apostle says, " Now hath God set the members everyone
of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him." What an encouragement
it is to the Lord's workers to know that this spiritual house will eventually be built and finished! The topstone will be brought forth" with
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it." The same hands which laid
its foundation shall also finish it. There will be no failure in the
fulfilment of God's eternal purpose.
Solomon's temple was built upon a firm and solid foundation.
" They brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay
the foundation of the house." In reference to the foundation of the
spiritual house God says, "Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation." That
stone is Christ. He is the great Rock-foundation of the Church of
the living God. "Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ." Are our hopes built upon this foundation?
What can shake our sure repose if we are founded on the Rock of ages?
Eternally secure are all those whose hopes are built upon Christ.
Solomon's temple was built of stones prepared beforehand. "The
house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before
it was brought thitber: so that there was neither hammer nor axe
nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it was in building." May
we not also say that each stone of the spiritual house is prepared beforehand for its appointed place? It is hewn out of Nature's quarry,
cut, fashioned, and prepared for the position it is to occupy in the
house of God. Each chosen sinner is quickened and regenerated by
the Spirit, washed in the blood of the Lamb, pardoned, justified, and
adopted, and then put in his predestined place in the spiritual house
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which is now in course of erection. And how noisele ly and quietly
the work of the Spirit goes on in the hearts of those who are chosen
to have a place in this temple!
Solomon's temple was to be a magnificent structure. "The house
that is to be builded for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of
fame and of glory throughout all countries." The spiritual temple is
not thought much of by the world, but in the ages to come it will
demonstrate the exceeding riches of Divine grace. The principalities
and powers in heavenly places will know by means of the Church the
manifold wisdom of God, and when the great Builder of tbis house
comes again He will be glorified in all the living stones of this building
and marvelled at in all them who through Divine grace form a part
of it. Every believer may be described as a magnificent exhibition
of the work of Divine grace, and it is not in magnificent and costly
Churches that God delights, but He takes pleasure in those who have
been redeemed with the costly and precious blood of His dear
Son.
Solomon's temple was built" not for man, but for the Lord God."
When it was finished the glory of the Lord filled the house. So the
spiritual house is for the Lord. "All the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord, in Whom ye also
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."
Reader, art thou a living stone in this great building 1 Is the
Spirit of God dwelling in thee 1

MARRIAGE, "ONLY IN THE LORD."
THE LATE CA.'10N A. R. FAUSSET says: "It is told of the pious
Philjp Henry, that ills advjce to his children on thjs momentous step
in Ijfe was, , First please God, then please yourselves, and your choice
wj]] he sure to please me.' Another divine says, 'When a believer
marries an unbeliever, the miseries that ensue are endless. Be they
as kind as they may, they live in two separate worlds. There is a
great gulf between them, whjch can only be passed by the grace of
God. They cannot share the same pleasures or sorrows, nor walk
in the same path. Better to wed the daughter of believing Abraham
than the heiress of Dives.' Every Christian finds the snares of the
world and the devil quite enough to struggle with on his way to heaven,
without adding to his difficulties. But, oh, how blessed is such a
union as our marriage service contemplates-a nnion of two sincere
believers--not to pass merely a few transient years in a ilisordered
world, but a union' in the Lord,' a marriage whjch the Saviour blesses
wjth His presence, as He did that of Cana, a union for eterllity. Philip
Henry quaintly says, 'The presence of Christ at a wedding will
turn the water into wine; and He will come, if He be invited by
prayer.' "
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WIRELESS ON THE SABBATH.
WE were glad to see in the August issue of The Free Presbyterian
Magazine, that at the Synod of the Free Presbyteriau Church of
Scotlaud, held in May last, "It was moved, seconded, and agreed
to, that the Synod warn our people uot to be making use of the wireless
on Sabbath, either for news or for so-called religions services; and
tbat notice to that effect be inserted in The Free Presbyterian Magazine."
We have reason to believe that in England as well as in Scotland,
the wireless may be used on the Lord's Day to hear war news and
political speeches and possibly other items. This is one of the dangers
connected with the wireless. Many Christians would think it wrong
to go to a political meeting on the Lord's Day, and yet they listen
to political speeches on that day by means of the wireless. In like
manner they would think it wrong to attend Ritualistic and Modernist
Churches, and yet they will listen to services and sermons conducted
by men of unsound views. All this is surely wrong. Loose views of
Sabbath observance are gaining ground. Yet is not Sabbath desecration a national sin 1 Some Christians even doubt whether the wireless
should be installed at all in their homes, seeing that it communicates
so much which Christians should avoid. Each Christian must, of
course, be left to face this matter for himself in submission to the
guidance of the Spirit and the teaching of the Word. But just as many
feel it would be wrong to go to worldly concerts and entertainments,
is it not also wrong to Listen to such things on the wireless 1
There is reason to think that much that is communicated on the
wireless is of a character which Christian people ought to avoid. If,
therefore, the wireless is installed in a Christian home there should
surely be very rigid care that it is never used for anything worldly,
and that, in particular, it should never be used at all for any purpose
on the Lord's Day.
"If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy
of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour Him, not doing thine
own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord" (Isa. Iviii. 13, 14).
All Christians should delight themselves in the Lord, and these
verses indicate one way in which such delight is manifested. May
we all give earnest heed to this Divinely prescribed manifestation of
delight in the Lord our God. May we be led to ponder and meditate
upon these verses humbly before our God and Father!

As for the Pope's canon laws and decretals, which forbid marriage
and meats, those Paul, in another place, calleth the doctrines of devils;
which are also rudiments of the world, but that they do most wickedly
bind men's consciences to the observation of outward things, contrary
to the Word of God and faith.-Luther's " Galatians."
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CHRISTIANS IN CHINA PRAYING FOR ENGL.Um.
THE following extract from a letter from Mr. S. Houghton, one of the
masters in the China Inland Mission Schools in Chefoo, China, indicates
how the Lord's people in China are remembering England in prayer.
o doubt thousands of the Lord's people all over the world are in
the same way crying daily unto God that He would grant decisive
victory to England in this her hour of deepest need.
" In these days when you in England are exposed to invasion, I
feel I must write another letter just to assure you of our prayer support;
prayer to the God Who took a rabble of 600,000 across the Red Sea,
and the Jordan, who rescued Daniel from the den of lions and Jonah
from the great fish, and Who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think. I have no doubt that all Christians
in England are praying that no invasion may occur, and so are we.
Nevertheless, you are facing the fact that only God's intervention
could prevent an attempt at this time, for clearly it has been part of
the plan for a long time. Yesterday we heard that a very large
percentage of the AJljed force in Belgium had succeeded in getting
away, and this we believe is at least part of the answer to the prayers
of last Sunday (the day of prayer). We still continue to marvel at
the wonderful service we had here that morning, and at the appreciative
remarks which have been made about it; not only by the Christians,
but by members of the ordinary community who leave God out of
their lives normally.
" We have gatherings daily on the compound to pray for the war
situation, and we hear the news regularly."

THE

FIRST

MOVEMENT

TOWARDS

SALVATION.

THE first movement cannot begin with man. The sinner of himself
cannot really desire deliverance from sin. Of himself he cannot
appreciate the attractive beauty, loveliness, or saving power of Christ.
The dead man cannot spontaneously originate his own quickening,
nor the creature his own creating, nor the infant his own begetting.
Whatever man may do after regeneration, the first quickening of the
dead must originate in the first instance with God. All Christians
feel this as the most intimate conviction of their souls. Yet it involves
necessarily this very doctrine of eternal predestination or election.
If God begins the work, if our believing fol1ows His qnickening, then
it is God, not man, Who makes the difference between the quickened
and the unqnickened. If we believe, it is because we have been first
qnickened. If any man do not believe, it is because he is yet dead in
his natural sin. God's eternal choice therefore cannot depend upon
foreseen faith, but, on the contrary, faith must depend upon God's
eternal choice.-" Evangelical Theology," by Professor A. A. Bodge,
D.D., p. 121.
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THE COAL-HEAVER'S BABY.
Valerie Denley was born on a warm summer's night, just after
the sirens had wailed out a midnight warning. Overhead German
aeroplanes were droning; from every corner of the heavens bright
beams of searchlight sought out the enemy; and a heavy thud in the
distance showed that the planes had begun to unload their bombs.
Careless of all these things, Mr. DenIey was delighted at the birth of
his little daughter. He is one of those men you see with a coal-cart,
carrying sacks of coal into people's houses. UsuaUy everything
about him is as black as his goods; but his shining face. was as clean
as anyone conId wish, when he told me about Valerie. "I was in
next door," he said, "and I was just listening all the time. The
lady and gentleman that was keeping me company never heard
nothing; but I believe I heard the very first murmur the baby
made! You see, it seemed as if I had my ears wide open just for
that very thing, and I was ever so pleased when I heard a cry! "
The sirens and the searchlights, the planes and the bomb, all showed
plainly enough that the country was at war; but above it all the
ancient stars were shining in calm indifference, and when Mr. Denley
described his feelings, he was just repeating what all fathers at all
times and in all places have always felt, and will always feel. There
are some things that go on as long as the world lasts, whether it be
war or peace, and this is one of them-the baby's cry heard by the
listening father.
Here I feel inclined to lay aside my pen and leave you to imagine
the rest of this article! For I expect you will know at once the rush
of thoughts that passed through my mind, as I listened to Valerie's
father. Surely there was a parable here: the child cries, the father
hears. It is an earthly story, repeated again and again in daily life;
but the heavenly meaning is there.
The cry of the newborn infant is his first action; it is the sure
proof that the child is living. The new birth of which the Saviour
spoke is as mysterious as the wind that comes and goes we know not
how. It was too much for the learned Jewish ruler to understand;
icodemus was a wise man, full of knowledge of the Scri ptures and
of the traditions of the Jews, but the idea of being" born again"
seemed to him impossible. "How can a man be born again when
he is old 1 " he asked wonderingly. But though we cannot understand
the mysteries of God, yet the Lord Jesus said nobody could enter thc
Kingdom of God unless he was born again. He must have meant
that in some ways this second spiritual birth resembles the first
natural birth. I heard a preacher say the other day that one of the
chief evidences of the new birth in the heart of the believer was an
intense love for Christ. Perhaps in his own case that was so, though
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it sounds more likely to be true of the ripe old Christian; but if you
are anxiously wondering whether you have been born again, do not
weigh your love for God and see how great it is. Many of Hi
children wonder sorrowfully if they have any love at all, for they
feel so cold and barren. But remcmher the newborn baby! He
cries! And why does he cry 1 Because he is utterly helpless to do
anything for himself. To live at all he needs everything to be done
for him by some great power outside him. He proclaims his need
by crying, so that he may be fed and clothed and warmed and cared
for. That was what little Valerie's first cry meant; it showed that
she was alive, and that she depended entirely on her friends to supply
all her needs. And this is what happens at the new birth; he who
has been thus adopted into the family of God finds himself altogether
helpless to do anything for his own salvation. His life, his power
to go on living, depends entirely on the mercy and favour of God,
Who satisfies his hunger with the Bread of Life, his thirst with Living
Waters, and clothes him with the garments of Christ's righteousness.
All he can do is to cry unto God, and he could not do even this if he
were not already alive.
Little Valerie's cry found a quick response in her father's heart.
There may be some unnatural fathers who care nothing for their
little children, hut they are very rare. I feel sure that the coal-carrier
will always he a kind and loving father to his little girl. And how
much more will the Heavenly Father be gracious to His children!
Poor as they are, the Lord hears their cry, and saves them out of
all their troubles. He forgets not the cry of the humble. He regards
their affliction, when He hears their cry. He hears their voice out
of His holy temple; their cry comes before Him, even into His ears.
His ears are open unto their cry; not heavy, that they cannot hear.
" He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He also will hear
their cry, and will save them." "He will be very gracious unto thee
at the voice of thy cry; when He shall hear it, He will answer thee."
" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him."
DAMARIS.
HE that sets bounds to the waves of the sea and the rage of the wild
heasts, can and will restrain the wrath of wicked men.-Matthew
Henry.
THE law of Moses . . . driveth the conscience, by his terrors, to seek
and thirst after the promise of God, and to look unto Christ. But
that thou mayest so do, thou hast need of the aid and assistance of
the Holy Ghost, which may say in thy heart: It is not the will of God,
that after the law hath done his office in thee, thou shouldest ouly be
terrified and killed; but that, when thou art brought by the law t<>
the knowledge of thy misery and damnation, thou shouldest not
despair, but believe in Christ," Who is the end of the law for righteousness, to everyone that believeth" (Rom. x. 4).-Luther's" Galatians."
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THE LATE MRS. P. 1. BEElHAN.
THE Times for Saturday, August 3rd, contained in its Notices of
Deaths, the announcement that on August 2nd, Catherine, the dearlyloved wife for over fifty-two years of Philip 1. Beeman, of " Kerfield,"
Hook, near Basingstoke, was called to her heavenly Home.
Mr. Beeman, for a good many years, dating hack to Mr. Ormiston's
time, has heen a kind contributor to tbe GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Frequently
be has written to us, and only a short time ago he sent a contribution
to the GOSPEL lIiAGAZINE Fund-a thing wbich he bas regularly done
anonymously for many years. We have reason to know that he
values much the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Some time ago he cheered us
by saying that he and his dear wife rememhered us daily in prayer.
For some time now his dear wife has been in a weak state, hut it
seemed as if a change for the better had taken place, but the announcement in to-day's Times shows that in the highest sense a change for
the better has now taken place. "With Christ, which is far hetter,"
may now, no douht, be said of her. Though we have never had the
privilege of meeting Mr. and Mrs. Beeman, we felt they were warm
friends of the magazine, and that they loved the things of God.
God has allowed them the privilege and the joy of eompanying
together for over fifty-two years. The break must, nevertheless, be
keenly felt by the sorrowing hushand.
We tender to him our warm, tender, and Christian sympathy. His
Lord has said, " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Nothing
could really be better than the experience of the Lord's presence at
all times. He is the perpetual Keeper, by day and by night, of His
lonely people. Ye lonely ones, be of good cheer! "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." He
knows your sorrows and He is full of compassion and sympathy
towards all the members of His redeemed family. Hide YOlLrselves
under His wings.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:A Bath Friend
.. £1 0 0 One who values THE
A Pilgrim (per Miss L.
GOSPEL lIiAGAZINE) per
Miss 1If. Ormiston)
£0 5 9
Ormiston)
0 5 0
A Thankoffering (per
Pontifex, Mrs. E.
0 10 0
the Editor) ..
0 5 0 Pratten, Mr. R.
0 14 0
0 4 0 Southworth, Mr. L.
0 4 0
Davies, Mrs. E. 1If.
Farrington, Mr. F. P... 0 6 0 This week's pension from
0 14 0
another old age penLuff, Miss M. ..
M. G. T. (For Resioner
o 10 0
040
print)
6 6 0 Wall is, Mr. W. L.
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tiJrotestant 15eacoll.
THE LESSONS OF ENGLISH CHURCH HISTORY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE. D.D.
1. THE PERIOD BEFORE THE REFORMATION.
I FEAR the title of this paper is not very attractive or inviting. History
is notoriously regarded as a dry, dull, and uninteresting subject. It
is an awkward fact which is related in the book of Esther, that on the
night when King Ahasuerus could not sleep, he commanded his
servants to read him" the book of records of the chronicles" (Esther
vi. 1).
But surely this ought not to be so. The study of history, and
specially of Church history, ought always to be interesting to a Christian
mind. What is history but philosophy teaching by examples 1 What
so common as the remark of wise men, that history often repeats itself 1
What is so likely to show us what we may expect from human nature
in our own times, as an accurate knowledge of the workings of human
nature in times past 1 Let me try to show my readers that there are
some deeply interesting lessons to be learned from English Church
History.
.
I have chosen this particular subject because of the times in which
we live, and the critical position of the Church of England. It is
notorious that the English Establishment is distracted, vexed, and
almost rent in twain by the rise and progress of what is commonly
called Ritualism. The growth of this school of opinion within our
pale is calculated to inflict serious damage on our beloved Church.
How to oppose it most wisely, and meet it most successfully, demands
the best attention of all faithful Churchmen. To supply Churchmen
with a few good historical arguments for opposing Ritualism, to show
them a few good reasons why it ought to be firmly rejected, is one
great object of this paper.
I need not say that the first and foremost argument to be used against
Ritualism, or any other religious error, is the Bible. "To the law and
the testimony!" What saith the Scripture 1 If the advocates of
Ritualism can show us that its peculiar tenets-viz., the real presence,
the practice of auricular confession, the use of incense, sacrificial vestments, processions, lights on the communion table, and adoration of
the consecrated elements in the Lord's Supper-are things taught in
the New Testament, as practised by the apostles, I am ready to become
a Ritualist to-day. They have never shown it, and they never will.
These things are not in the Book.
The second argument to be used against Ritualism is the Church's
authorized confession of faith, the Thirty-nine Articles. These Articles
are distinctly recognized by the Statute Law of England as the Church's
test of sound doctrine. The testimony of these Articles, on most of
the leading points of the Ritualistic creed, is decidedly Protestant
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and evangelical. The advocates of Ritualism know that full well!
No wonder they often call the Articles " the forty stripes save one."
The third argument against Ritualism is the Church's authorized
manual of devotion, the Book of Common Prayer. Let that good old
book, to use the words of its own Preface, " be allowed such just and
favourable construction as in common equity ought to be allowed to
all human writings." Let it be fairly, honestly, and equitably interpreted, with all the light tbat the well-known opinions of its compilers
and the contemporaneous exposition of three centuries throw upon
it, and we have no fear for the result. Let the advocates of Ritualism,
for instance, show us a single sentence in the Communion Office in
which the communion table is called an altar, or the Lord's Supper is
called a s(tcrifice, or adoration of the consecrated elements is enjoined.
Let them explain away, if they can, that most incisive Rubric which
follows the Communion Service, and declares that" the natural body
and blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven and not here "-and
that" the sacramental bread and wine remain still in their very natural
substances, and therefore may not be adored; for that were idolatry,
to be abhorred of all faithful Christians." Error about the Lord's
Supper, I do not hesitate to assert, is the corner-stone of the whole
Ritualistic system. To that error the Prayer Book, fairly interpreted,
affords no sanction at all.
But after all, there is one more argument against Ritualism which
seldom receives the attention which it deserves. That argument is to
be found in the lessons of English Church History. To point out what
those lessons are, to show the conclusions to which an impartial study
of English History ought to lead every unprejudiced mind, is the aim
which I propose to myself in this paper.
Let me clear the way by explaining what I am about to do. Let
no reader suppose for a moment that I am going to wade through
the jungles of obscure antiquity, or to deluge him with dry disquisitions
about prehistoric times. Whether St. Paul ever preached in England
or not; whether there ever was a flourishing ancient British Church;
whether Augustine of Canterbury was an apostolic man or an ambitious
meddler; whether there was much vital religion in the days of Alfred,
and Bede, and Edmund, and Canute, and Harold, and William the
Conqueror-all these are points which I shall leave alone. I shall
confine myself strictly to the Church History of the last six hundred
and fifty years-a period in which the Reformation stands about
midway. From the history of these six hundred and fifty years I
shall try to draw out five most instructive lessons-lessons built on
great, wide, broad, unmistakable facts, which seem to my eyes as clear
as the sun at noonday. Whether my readers will find them interesting, I do not yet know. If they do not, I can only declare my belief
that the fault will not lie in the facts, but in my way of putting them.
The first period of English Church History from which I shall
draw a lesson consists of the three hundred years which immediately
preceded the Protestant Reformation. It is a period extending from
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the reign of Henry III to that of Henry VIII. It is a period when
the Church of this land was thoroughly, entirely, and completely Roman
Catholic, when the Bishop of Rome was the spiritual head of the
Church, when Romanism reigned supreme from the Isle of Wight to
Berwick-on-Tweed, and from the Land's End to the North Foreland,
when the ministers of religion in England and the people were all alike
Papists.
Now what is the lesson I wish to draw from this period 1 Why,
simply this: that English religion was never in so dark and bad a condition
as it was in the days when Romanism had everything its own way in
England.
The facts that prove the truth of this assertion are so painfully
numerous that it is hard to say where to begin and where to end, what
to select and what to keep back. It is no exaggeration to say that
for three centuries before the Reformation, Christianity in England
seems to have been buried under a mass of ignorance, superstition,
priestcraft, and immorality. The likeness between the religion of
this period and that of the apostolic age was so small, that if St. Paul
had risen from the dead he would hardly have called it Christianity
at all !
As to ignorance, there were no English Bibles in the land, except
a few in Wycliffe's time, and few of the priests could have told men
what the Bible contained. The facts which were brought to light on
Bishop Hooper's visitation of the diocese of Gloncester, in the time of
Edward VI, are snfficient proof of what I say. Ont of 311 clergy of
his diocese he found 168 unable to repeat the ten commandments!
The worship, so called, consisted of services in Latin, which nobody
hardly understood, masses, and prayers to the Virgin and the saints.
The practical religion of most lay people was made up of occasional
almsgiving, mass-attending, penance, absolution, and extreme unction
at the last. Preaching there was hardly any, and what there was
was unscriptural rubbish, and not worth hearing. In short, it was a
period of darkness that might be felt.
As to superstition, the worship of relics, images, and dead men like
Thomas a Becket, of itself speaks volumes. Famine, we all know
from the last siege of Paris, will make starving men feed greedily on
rats and mice, and other most loathsome descriptions of food. Want
of the Bible will make people accept the most degrading dogmas as
truth, and bow down to worship objects ludicrous, monstrous, and
profane.
As to priestcraft, the tricks by which the Romish priests extorted
money ont of people's pockets and enriched the Church, the lying
wonders, impositions, and false miracles, are too shocking to dwell
upon. The rood or crucifix of Bexley, which frowned when worshippers
offered copper, and smiled when they offered gold-the pretended
blood of Christ at the Abbey of Hales-the pretended feathers from
angels' wings-the clothes of the Virgin Mary-and pieces of the true
cross, are enough to stamp the priests who made money by them as
either fools or knaves. If they believed these things to be real and
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,
true objects of adoratiou, they were fools: if they knew them to be
cheats and impositions, and yet took offerings of money for showing
them, they were knaves.
As to immorality, perhaps the less said about the matter the better.
Abheys, monasteries, and nunneries, an unmarried clergy, and an
ignorant, priest-ridden laity, auricular confcs,ion, and mouey-bought
absolution-all these thiugs produced their natural fruits. There was
not a commaudment of the ten which men migbt not easily trample
under foot, so long as they kept in with the pricsts, and submitted to
the Church.
This picture of the thrce centuries before the Reformatiou may scem
a black and extravagant one. I have no reason to think it is a bit
over-coloured. The more you look into authentic and honest history,
such as the works of Strype, Burnet, aud Blunt, the more yon will
find it is a true and correct account.
Of course my readers will remembcr I am ouly speaking of the
-religious condition of the age. I do not say that there were no ahle
statesmen, and brave, honourable warriors in those times. No doubt
therc wcre many, just as there were many in the palmy days of heathen
Greece or Rome. I do not say that ALL the clergy were ignorant,
unlearned, or immoral. I say nothing of the kind.
There were clever ecclesiastical arcrntects in those times. Our
cathedrals and old parish churches supply abundant proof of that.
Even now we cannot surpass them in building np material temples.
There were hard students and deep thinkers in those times. Such
schoolmen as Alexander Hales, in 1240 (doctor irrefragabilis); Roger
Bacon, in 1280 (doctor mirabilis); Duns Scotus, in 1308 (doctor
subtilis); William Ockham, in 1347 (doctor singularis); Thomas
Bradwardine, in 1350 (doctor profundus), were known and respected
all over Europe, however little known now.
There were stout opponents of the Pope's supremacy, like Robert
Grostete, Bishop of Lincoln. There were hold exposers of Popish
corruptions, like John Wycliffe, who paved the way for the Reformation,
and did good in their day. There were Lollards scattered here and
there all over England, who held much truth, and patiently endured
much persecution.
But one swallow does not make a summer. i\1en like these were
bright exceptions, and only made the darkness around them more
visible. The fact still remains, that the enormous majority of English
clergy and people, for the three centuries hefore the Reformation,
were in a miserable state of superstition, ignorance, and corruption.
There was an utter famine of vital Christianity in the land. Practically,
the religion of most Englishmen was !\'lary-worship, saint-worship,
and slavery to priests. The true doctrines of Scripture concerning
Christ and the Holy Gho t were almost unknown. The truth about
repentance, faith, conversion, and justification was nearly as much
lost sight of as if it had never existed. If you had taken the first
hundred men you could see in the streets of London, Norwich, Bristol,
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Exeter, York, or Leicester, and asked them separately, " What must a
man do to be saved! "-1 doubt whether five in the hundred could
have given you the right apostolical answer, if their lives had depended
on it.
Such was the English Church when the Pope of Rome had everything
in his own hands, and Romanism reigned supreme and undisturbed.
Let this lesson sink down into your heart, and be kept ready for use.
Keep your powder dry. Listen not to those people who tell you that
the grand panacea for the evils of this day is a revival of Catholic
principles. Listen not for a moment to those who advise a return to
Romish practices, and hint at the benefits of re-union with Rome!
Re-union with Rome! I cannot imagine a more monstrous proposition
and one more thoroughly condemned by the teaching of history and
common sense.
Tell those who advise reunion with Rome, that you know what
Romanism did for England when it ruled undisturbed, and that this
is enough for you. Tell them that the beautiful" Catholic system,"
so called, was the reign of ignorance, priestcraft, superstition, idolatry,
and immorality, and that you have no wish to return to it. It was
tried for three centuries, and failed; it was weighed in the balances,
and found wanting. It built splendid churches of stone, but it raised
no living temples to the glory of God. Tell them, in short, that the
panacea for these days is not the revival of masses, processions, incense,
monasteries, nunneries, sacrificial garments, and the confessional; but
more preaching of the Gospel, more reading of the Bible, more repentance, more faith, more holiness. Tell them all this, and you will have
learned a good lesson from the Church history of the three centuries
before the Reformation.
Facts are facts, and there is no getting over the facts of history.
When it is right to forsake light for darkness, and truth for error,
knowledge for ignorance, purity for impurity, liberty for bondage, and
good for bad, then, and not till then, it will be time for English Churchmen to talk of reunion with the infallible and unchangeable Church
of Rome. In the face of the facts of English Church history, I boldly
say that rather than go back to Popery, the Church of England had
better perish altogether.
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This Call to Humiliation and Prayer appeared first in our April
issue. Through the great kindness of a friend it is now re-issued in
pamphlet form, with slight amendments to bring it up to date. We
hope all our readers will assist in circulating it.

