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" Who comforteth US in all our tribuJatlon, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIA.N8 i. 4.

THE ABIDING SECURITY OF BELIEVERS.

" They that trust in the LORD shall be as rrwunt Zion, which
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the rrwuntains
are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about His
people from henceforth, even for ever."-PSALM cxxv. 1,2.

THESE words are full of comfort for GOD'S people. But who
are GOD'S people ~ In the highest sense they are those who
have been divinely "called out of darkness into GOD'S
marvellous light." GOD has spoken to them, and called them
out of the darkness of the broad way that leads to destruction
into the light of the narrow way that leads to life. Having
called them, He has justified th~m, for "whom He called,
them He also justified" (Rom. viii. 30). He hath accounted
them righteous by imputing to them the righteousness of His
dear SON. They are thus delivered from condemnation.

In time past they were not a people" but are now the people
of GOD: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy" (I Peter ii. 9, 10).

They are "justified by faith." They trust in JEHOVAH.
Thus "they that trust in the LORD" and " His people" are
only different ways of describing the Lord's family. If we,
through God's infinite grace, belong to those referred to by the
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Psalmist then we can take comfort from the precious assurances
which he gives concerning them.

1. First they are like mount Zion in the regard which the LORD
has for them.

Zion and Jerusalem, the holy city, are interchangeable
expressions (see Isa. lii. 1).

Zion was divinely loved. "The LORD loveth the gates of
Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob" (Ps. lxxxvi. 2).
He" chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion which He loved."
In like manner He loves His people. He says to them, "I have
loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).

There never was a period when He did not love His people.
As Toplady puts it,

" He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate) :
Nor shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date."

His love to His people was such that He sent His SON to redeem
them. "Herein is love, not that we loved GOD, but that He
loved us, and sent His SON to be the propitiation for our sins"
(I John iv. 10).

We can never fathom the depth and intensity of His love for
His people. He commended His love towards them in that
while they were yet sinners, CHRIST died for them, and His
love was so great that He spared not His own SON, but delivered
Him up to the death of the ()ross that He might thereby redeem
His people from the curse which they merited through breaking
His law.

But let us never forget that CHRIST and the FATHER are
one. The FATHER loved. So did the SON. So did the HOLY
SPIRIT. The SON willingly, and because He loved His people,
offered Himself as a sacrifice for their sins, and it was through
the eternal SPIRIT that He offered Himself without spot to
GOD.

Truly the triune JEHOVAH loved His people, and still love
them. As Zion was the object of His special love, so the people
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of GOD have always been the objects of His special and peculiar
and unchangeable love.

Zion was Divinely Chosen.
" The LORD hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His

habitation" (Ps. cxxxii. 13). So" they that trust in the
LORD" are Divinely Chosen. They were chosen in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world (see Ephes. i. 4).

No wonder the Apostle should say, "We are bound to give
thanks alway to GOD for you, brethren beloved of the LORD,
because GOD hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth:
whereunto He called you by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the
glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (II Thess. n. 13, 14).

They that trust in the LORD are the elect people of GOD.
Zion was Divinely inhabited.
The LORD" desired it for His habitation." He said, "this

is My rest for ever: here will I dwell" (Ps. cxxxii. 13, 14).
Here His temple was erected. Here He took up His abode.

Here His glory filled the temple. "They that trust in the
LORD" are GOD'S spiritual temple. Addressing believers the
Apostle says, "Ye are the temple of the living GOD; as GOD·
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will
be their GOD, and they shall be My people" (II Cor. vi. 16).

Thus as Zion was Divinely loved, Divinely chosen, and
Divinely inhabited, so all the LORD'S believing people are the
objects of His everlasting love, the objects of His choice, and
the spiritual temple in which He graciously condescends to
dwell.

Here surely is comfort in which the LORD'S people may take
delight. In themselves they are poor sinners, meriting the
wages of sin, but GOD in infinite mercy has loved them, chosen
them, redeemed them by the blood of His dear Son, regenerated
them by His SPIRIT, called them by His grace, and taken up His
abode in their hearts. Wherever they are He is with them,
and they may humbly rejoice in the assurance of His eternal,
electing, redeeming, regenerating, and upholding love and
grace.
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2. Secondly, the LORD'S people are like Zion in regard to their
security.

Mount Zion "cannot be removed, but abideth for ever."
It was there in the past. It is there now. So GOD'S people
cannot be removed from the foundation on which they are built.

" Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which
is JESUS CHRIST" (I Cor. iii. 11). On this foundation all GOD'S
people are built (see Ephes. ii. 20).

On CHRIST the solid Rock they stand. They are like the
man who built his house upon a rock. They can say,

" On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose 1
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou mayest smile at all thy foes."

They cannot be removed out of CHRIST'S hand of power.
They cannot be removed from the experience of GOD'S love.
No weapon formed against them can prosper. They may be
cut off from many temporal blessings, but nothing can remove
them from the experience of GOD'S power, goodness, mercy
and faithfulness.

" Zion's Friend in nothing alters,
Though all others may and do:
His is love that never falters,
Always to its object true.

Happy Zion!
Crowned with mercies ever new."

(Thomas Kelly.)

3. Thirdly, the LORD'S people are like Zion in her surroundings.

" As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD
is round about His people from henceforth, even for ever."

Think of that, dear children of GOD. The LORD Himself is
round about you. There is no flaw in His protecting care.
There is no part of you that is not surrounded by the Divine
presence. He has been round about you in the past, but He
is also round about you now.

In the daylight He surrounds you. In the darkness of night
He surrounds you. When you are alone He surrounds you.
When you are in company He surrounds you. If you are in a
foreign country He surrounds you. If you are in your own
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land He surrounds you. When peace reigns He is there.
When war breaks out He is there. When bombs drop all
around you He is round about you, and He can prevent a hair
of your head from being injured. Remember how His presence
preserved the three young men in the burning, fiery furnace.
Remember how Daniel was protected in the lion's den.
Remember how "the mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire'round about Elisha" (II Kings -vi. 17). And remember
that "The Angel of the LORD encampeth round about them
that fear Him, and delivereth them" (Ps. xxxiv. 7).

Notice, too, that He is round about you from henceforth,
from this very moment, and" even for ever." There will thus
be no time in the future when He will not be round about you.

Be of good comfort then. Take heart of courage. Like Zitln
you are Divinely loved, chosen, and inhabited. Like Zion
you are Divinely surrounded.

" Zion stands by hills surrounded:
Zion kept by power Divine:
All her foes shall be confounded,
Though the world in arms combine.
, Happy Zion!
What a favoured lot is thine! "

(Thomas Kelly.)

What does John Newton say? Listen!
" Saviour, if of Zion's city

I through grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in thy name:
Fading is the worldlirrg's pleasure,

All his boasted pomp and show!
Solid joys and lasting treasure

None but Zion's children know."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

"IN wars and upheavals it may sometimes appear as if the powers
of evil were gaining their object, but the believing heart can
remain unmoved and steadfast in the certainty that God is the
King of all the earth, and that nothing can prevent Him from
working His purposes out."-The English Churchman.
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.Wla~ai~e 1Aotea.

"THY RIGHT HAND."

"Shew Thy marvellous loving kindness, 0 Thou that savest by
Thy right hand them which put their trust in Thee from those
that rise up against them."-PSALM xvii. 7.

WE have here a beautiful description of our covenant GOD.
He is a GOD that saves by His right hand them which put their
trust in Him. He saves them from those that rise up against
them. He is so concerned about His trusting people that His
right hand is habitually stretched forth to save them. Always
when He does so He exhibits His marvellous loving kindness to
His people. All His demonstrations of loving kindness to His
people are marvellous. There is nothing in them to merit His
kindness. Like all the rest of the fallen race of Adam they are
transgressors of this law, and if He left them to the merited
consequences of their sins He would be demonstrating His
inflexible justice.

In His love and in His pity, however, He has redeemed them.
In the Person of His beloved SON, He has redeemed them from
the curse of the law, and He justifies them freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS. His love to
them provided for them a REDEEMER. His love raised them up
from spiritual death. His love convinced them of their sin.
His love bestowed upon them. that faith in the REDEEMER'S
blood and righteousness by which they come into the enjoy
ment of all spiritual blessings. Then His love to them, being
eternal, it is continually shewn to them by the putting forth
of His right hand of power on their behalf.

His right hand is often referred to in the Psalms. Let us
seek both instruction and comfort from the teaching in the
Psalms on this subject.

1. In the first place His right hand is a saving hand.
He saves by His right hand those that put their trust in Him.
They need His saving power before they are able or disposed
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to put their trust in Him. While they are dead in trespasses
and sins they have no inclination and no power to trust in Him.
While they are in the power of the flesh they cannot please
GOD. They cannot think or say or do any good thing while
spiritually dead. But GOD, Who is rich in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved them, even when they were
dead in sins, quickened them together with CHRIST. He gave
them life, a new heart and a new spirit. He bestowed upon
them that faith in CHRIST through which they experience
GOD'S saving mercy. Thus He put forth His saving power on
their behalf. He delivered them from the power of darkness,
and translated them into the kingdom of His dear Son. In all
this His right hand of power is displayed.

But His people are still poor and needy. Though noW walking
in the narrow way they need continually to be saved by His
right hand. Spiritual enemies are continually rising up against
them. They are always in peril. The LORD Who loves them,
however, is continually their SAVIOUR.

(a) He saves them from the world of men.
The men of the world are under Satan's influence. The whole

of them lie in the wicked one. The LORD, however, separates
His people from the world.

"I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you." They are no longer of the world. Divine power
has separated them therefrom and Divine teaching has bidden
them to remember that "all that is in the world, is not of
the FATHER." Hence the injunctions, "Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world." "The friendship of
the world is enmity with GOD" (see John xv. 19; I John ii.
15, 16; James iv. 4). The world is an enemy that rises up
against GOD'S people, but by faith in GOD'S right hand of power
they overcome the world.

(b) He saves them from the power of the flesh.
The flesh, the carnal natuI'e which still remains in GOD'S

people, is another enemy. "The carnal mind is enmity against
GOD: for it is not subject to the law of GOD, neither indeed
can be" (Rom. viii. 7).
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As the flesh is enmity against GOD, so it is enmity against His
people. It is an enemy which daily rises up against every
believer. But GOD'S right hand is stretched forth to save His
people continually from this great foe. He has sent forth His
mighty SPffiIT into their hearts, and walking under His
influence, they are enabled to say" no " to the desires of the
flesh. The conflict with the flesh is often very severe and
prolonged. The battle with it is often very distressing and
disturbing, but, through the Spirit, the LORD'S people are
more or less fully enabled to mortify the deeds of the body.

(c) GOD by His right hand saves His people from the power
of the devil.

He is a murde1"O'U8 enemy. Through his enmity he brought
down our first parents and all their posterity to death.

He is a lying enemy. Through his lying words he deceived
Eve at the beginning. "He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a
liar and the father of it (John viii. 44).

He is the enemy of CHRIST. As such he sowed tares among
the wheat and is responsible for the presence of so many
mere professors in the professing church. They are called
"the children of the wicked one," though professing to belong

. to CHRIST (see Matt. xiii. 25, 38, 39).
He is abidingly the enemy of GOD and of His people. For

six thousand years he has been engaged in his work of hostility
to GOD and His people, and- he is still constantly busy. He
does all he can to prevent the Gospel seed from taking deep
root in the hearts of those who hear it. " Lest they should
believe and be saved" is the object he has in view (Luke viii. 12).
Moreover, when GOD'S people are saved" the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about; seeking whom he may devour" (I Peter
v. 8). Thank GOD, however, his power is limited. GOD is
almighty and He alone is almighty. There cannot be two
almighties. The devil is mighty, but not almighty. Hence he can
be overcome. In view of his craft and subtlety we are bidden
to "be strong in the LORD and in the power of His might."
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" Put on the whole armour of GOD, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. . . . Above all, taking the
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked" (Ephes. vi. 10, 11, 16). Our GOD

saveth by His right hand those who put their trust in Him
from this great and powerful enemy who rises up against them.

" Though I walk in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive
me: Thou shalt stretch forth Thine hand against the wrath
of mine enemies, and Thy right hand shall save me" (Ps.
cxxxviii. 7).

2. Secondly, GOD'S hand of power is an upholding hand.
Our continuity in the narrow way is due to His upholding

hand. We are helpless in ourselves, but as we look back we
are constrained to say, "Thy right hand hath holden me up "
(Ps. xviii. 35). As we continue our pilgrimage journey we hear
Him say, "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis
mayed; for I am thy GOD: I will strengthen thee; yea, I
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of
My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10). Assured of His presence and
promise we say, "My soul followeth hard after Thee: Thy
right hand upholdeth me" (Ps. lxiii. 8). Conscious of our
constant weakness our daily prayer needs to be, " Hold up my
goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not." "Hold Thou
me up, and I shall be safe: and I will have respect unto Thy
statutes continually" (Ps. xvii. 5; cxix. 117).

3. Thirdly, GOD'S hand is a v~ctorious hand.
The hand of man may suffer defeat, the hand of GOD is

always victorious.
The time will come when His victorious power will be fully

displayed on behalf of His ancient people. Then the call will
come, " 0 sing unto the LORD a new song; for He hath done
marvellous things: His right hand, and His holy arm, hath
gotten Him the victory. The LORD hath made known His
salvation: His righteousness hath He openly shewed in the
sight of the heathen (lit. the nations). He hath remembered
His mercy and His truth towards the house of Israel: all the
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ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our GOD"
(Ps. xcviii. 1-3).

The spiritual Israel can now sing, " Thanks be to GOD Which
giveth us the victory through Our LORD JESUS CHRIST (1 Cor.
xv. 57).

Victory over death and the grave is absolutely sure because
of the omnipotence of the right hand of the LORD.

4. Lastly, His hand is a faithful hand.
A conspicuous instance of His faithfulness is seen in the

history of His ancient people. The land of Canaan was promised
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their seed. A long period
was to intervene, but eventually the psalmist was able to
write, "We have heard with our ears, 0 GOD, our fathers have
told us what work Thou didst in their days, in the times of old.
How Thou didst drive out the heathen with Thy hand and
plantedst them (Israel); how Thou didst affiict the people,
and cast them out. For they got not the land in possession by
their own sword, neither did their own arm save them; but
Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy counten
ance, because Thou hadst a favour unto them" (Ps. xliv. 1-3).
The possession of Canaan was due to the faithfulness, the power,
and the favour of GOD. His right hand planted His people in
the earthly inheritance.

The same hand will plant His people in the heavenly inher
itance. His people are heirs of the inheritance which he hath
promised to them that love Him, and it is His good pleasure
to give them the kingdom. _Truly, "the right hand of the
LORD doeth valiantly" (Ps. cxviii. 15). Let us "remember
the years of the right hand of the MOST HIGH" (Ps. lxxvii. 10).

Let us specially remember them now in this time of war.
Let us remember Dunkirk, Keren, Harar, the revolution in
Yugo-Slavia, the great naval victory recorded in the papers
on March 31st and April 1st. Let us say afresh, "Through
Thee will we push down our enemies: through Thy name will
we tread them under that rise up against us" (Ps. xliv. 5).
Not in our bow will we trust, nor in our sword, but in the right

hand of Him who is glorious in power.
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" That we should be to the praise of His glory, Who first trusted in

Christ. In Whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in Whom also, after that
ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.
Which is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory."
EPHESIANS i. 12-14.

IN our verses (quoted above) we have one of the key notes of the
whole Epistle and it is an all-important one, for it reveals the.
secret life of all believers, their standing and security. It is that
little word of two letters "in"! The Apostle loves to dwell
upon it. See it running through the chapter before us. "The
faithful in Christ Jesus" (1); "blessed with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ" (3); "chosen in Him" and
"without blame before Him in love" (4); "accepted in the
beloved" (6); "In whom we have redemption" (7); "Wherein
He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence" (8) ~

" the mystery of His will ... purposed in Himself" (9); "That
. . . He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in Him (10) ";
"In whom also we have obtained an inheritance" (11). Then
it is thrice repeated in our text; followed up by some half-dozen
repetitions of it, and summing up sublimely that glorious truth
concerning Him, the Great Head of His Church, " the fulness of
Him that filleth all in all" (23).

What a sublime and lofty subject, therefore, beloved, is before
us! Well may we bow our heads and worship, while we cry out,
unclean! unclean! unworthy! unworthy! to approach it!
May the Holy Spirit be pleased to take of the things of Christ and
reveal a little of them to one of the "less than the least" and
enable her to send forth her gleanings for the edification and
encouragement of the living family in Zion. This mark of sealing
has caused many anxious thoughts and searchings of heart in the
saints of God.

Oft they have been tempted to ask themselves as to whether
they have known anything about it and therefore whether they 
can belong to the Lord's own family. The evidence is so unmistake
able in their lips and lives that others can see what they" cannot
attain unto," but which, whilst it makes no difference to their
eternal safety, thank God, hampers their liberty and robs them
of much of the joy of salvation. There are three steps, as it were,
in the verse we are considering. The hearing of the word, their
faith's acceptance of that word, and then the blessed assurance
that this is not only sweet truth, but truth for me, and little faith



352 The Gospel Magazine

can say, " He loved ME and gave Himself for ME." I am no longer
mine own, I am bought with a price, and am henceforth desirous
to glorify the Author and Keeper of my salvation. The references to
the use and antiquity of sealing in the Holy Scriptures shed an
instructive light upon the subject. One would love to ponder over
the engraving of the names of the children of Israel upon those
two stones, " six of their names on one stone, the other six names
of the rest on the other stone," which, "with the work of an
engraver in stone, like the engravings of a signet" were to be
worn upon the two shoulders of Aaron the high priest "for a
memorial" before the Lord. (Exod. xxviii. II). Then one thinks
of the sealing of the covenant, of the children of Israel in
Nehemiah's day (ix. 38). The purchasing of the field in Anathoth
(Jer. xxxii. IQ) to which the prophet" subscribed the evidence
and sealed it, and took witnesses and weighed to him (Hanameal)
the money in the balances." Also of the sealing with the heathen
king's signet that which was to mean death irrevocable to any
who disobeyed his command, and which was so divinely and
miraculously intercepted by the God of Daniel (vi. 17).

And once more the setting of the seal and the command of
Pilate " to make it as sure as ye can" of that sealed stone which
was intended to hold the Mighty Victor over Death, Hell and the
grave (Matt. xxvii. 66). All these references are just in passing.
They lead our thoughts to the Divine order of things and what
the Spirit intends to teach us by them. The reader will ponder
over them and make, as I trust, a larger and more profitable
meditation than is possible in these brief pages, and whilst we
return to the inner subject of that which refers to every redeemed
son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty. It is they who
know this blessed sealing unto the day of redemption. It is they
who are hallmarked by the Divine Signet, as expressed in one of
our hymns:

"They who have My Spirit, these, saith He, are mine."

Bought at such tremendous cost, the children of God realise they
are no longer their own, they belong to another. They are bought
of God, and owned of Him, and " He gives them His Holy Spirit
to fit them for their relations, to enable them unto their duties,
to act their new principles, and every way to discharge the work
they are called to do. He gives them the Spirit of power and love
and of a sound mind. And hereby does God seal them" (John
Owen).

There is thus the evidence that God's children are no longer
their own. Having become the servants of God at no less price
than their dear Redeemer's Blood, it is blessedly evidenced in
their lives, that they can no longer live unto themselves, but to
and for another, and to" show forth the praises of Him Who hath
called them out of darkness into His marvellous light."

New desires and new principles make them to hate and mourn
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and flee from in-dwelling sin and are tokens of this sealing which
should comfort the .feeble faith of those dear and unmistakeable
children of God who lack the assurance of their Salvation, and
who have doubtless oft cried out in fervent desire" Set me as a
seal upon Thine arm." No one but a living soul could and would
breathe that prayer! No one but a willing captive to Jesus
would say with His home-born slaves, " I love my Master, I will
not go out free!" Should not these truths therefore comfort the
heart of the diffident, fearful, trembling saints, who as dear Hart
said:

" Long to receive Him and in their best room,
Would gladly but fear to presume."

Oh! may such if they should be reading these pages be con
strained to turn away from self and" beware of nursing unbelief "
as dear Trous wrote :

" A sight of self, and grief for sin, a thirst for holiness within,
Soaring to hold converse above, are fruits of God's electing love."

Yes, to the sealed children of God, what a blessed change in
their life is wrought! Old things are passed away; new things
take their place; they have holy desires; they hate and mourn
in-dwelling sin; they are ever seeking more and more that grace
of life, to keep them from any unholy action, or inconsistency of
conduct which would grieve the Holy Spirit and bring discredit
on their heaven-wrought religion. They long in all things to
glorify the God of their salvation, and to show in however humble
a measure, what He has done for them. They are jealous over
their hearts, lest by any unwary act or thought they should
depart from their Lord and bring dishonour on His dear name.
This sealing of the Spirit enkindles hope in the breast that the
God Who hath bought them will never forgo the purchase of His
Love and Blood. It gives power and encouragement in their
witnessing for Him. It gives a sweet consciousness that though
all forsake, yet, as the Apostle could truly say to his comfort,
" yet the Lord stood by me." Therefore, the opposition of earth
and hell and Satan's legions can have no power if so be that God's
people are Divinely sealed unto the day of Redemption. That was
a sublime reply of God-given faith in the dear old Scotch woman
who was asked on her deathbed, "What would you now say if
God, aJter all He has done in and for you, should let you drop
into hell." She replied, " E'en as He li.kes,· but if He does, He'll
lose mair than I'll do."

Oh, what a mercy, and ground for solid mercy, to you and me,
child of God, is the Covenant of Grace, a covenant ordered in all
things and sure, which can never be broken, being sealed by the
Blood of the Eternal Son of God! The sealing is the impress of
the signet that belongs to Him Who has sealed His possession.
"'Then a beloved brother of mine who after long years of untiring
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and devoted service for the welfare of his town and people, was
honoured with the Freedom of the Borough, it had to be evidenced
with more than the love, esteem and goodwill of his fellow
townspeople. And thus a parchment document was drawn up,
expressive of all this, but the value of it was that it was approved
and stamped by the beloved Sovereign King George V's own seal!
How we loved to look upon that unassailable token of his
Sovereign's approval! Yet that, with all earthly treasures, may
be swept away and destroyed by the ruthless hand of man.
There is no lasting benefit beyond this life. But the Sealing of
the Holy Spirit of Promise is Divine and Everlasting! It will
satisfy to all EtGrnity! Dear child of God, whoever you are, who
reads these few poor remarks and yet cannot get beyond the
hope of the assurance, may the words of the unassailable word
rest and comfort you. "He that cometh to God, must believe
that He is and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him" (Heb. xi. 6). In thus believing that He is what He has
promised to be to His seeking ones, you shall know that you are
thus, "sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise, which is the
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of His glory." God who cannot lie,
Who will never disappoint anyone of His trusters.

It was the highly gifted and saintly Sir Arthur Blackwood who
wrote in his choice little book Shadow and Substance, " Many will
say that the assurance of salvation is a presumptuous thing
Satan, I know for one, will say it. He hates it. The Church of
Rome denounces it. Then, many people think that assurance of
salvation is a special gift of God to a favoured few. But God's
word says, ' These things have I wl"itten unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of God, that ye may know that ye have
Eternal Life, and that ye may believe on the Name of the Son of
God' (1 John v. 13).

" It is not the special gift of God to a few Christians; it is the
birthright of every believer in Jesus; it is the property and
privilege of the weakest, poorest, humblest soul that trusts only
and wholly in Jesus Christ." R.
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MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,

DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

XII.

" In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according to the purpose of Him who worlceth all things after the
counsel of His own will."-El'HESIANS i. 11.

THE life and soul of religion is the realization of a personal interest
in the things belonging to the kingdom of God. The grand
comfort of the Gospel is not to hear that Christ hath loved His
sheep, and given Himself for them; but to feel privileged to say,
" He hath loved me, and given Himself for me." This truth was
well known to Paul. He had not been content to sce afar off the
rich provisions of redemption; he had drawn near and tasted that
t;he Lord is gracious. He knew, too, that the saints at Ephesus
participated in the same experience, and therefore after speaking
of the general gathering together of the whole church in Christ,
he could boldly remind them, " In whom also we have obtained
an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will."
He here speaks in no terms of doubt and uncertainty, but avows
the assurance that the inheritance was theirs. He also distinctly
adds, that to this inheritance they were predestinated and fore
appointed in the purpose of God from all eternity. On this truth
we need not again enlarge. We have already seen its certainty,
and the prominent place which it occupies in the revelation of
God's will, as the basis of the whole structure, the spring of all
the streams which flow down from heaven.

Let us therefore proceed to contemplate (1.) The inheritance
which believers have obtained. (2.) The grand truth that" God
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will."

(1.) The inheritance. We enter upon this blessed state altogether
by virtue of faith in Christ. When we thus become united to Him,
when our oneness is established, it follows that we are interested
in, and inseparably connected with, all that Christ is, and an that
Christ has. The Spirit bids us open our eyes wide, and survey our
boundless possession. He says, " All things are yours: whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas; or the world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to come, all are yours: and ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's." Again: "We are heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ." Let us strive for an increase of faith, to
believe fully the glorious blessedness into which we have admission.
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" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God." As sons we receive
in this present time all that our Heavenly Father knows to be
good for us. His eye of love always watches over us. His hand of
power always guides and protects us. We journey onward through
a waste howling wilderness, amid snares and temptations on the
right hand and on the left, but we are encircled by invisible guards
-even" the Mahanaim," the Host of God. vVe are never left;
we are never forsaken. It is, alas! too true that we continually
stray from our God, and restrain prayer, and remit communion:
and sometimes we so listen to the vile suggestions of the Tempter,
that we openly transgress and wantonly offend. The smile of our
God for a season is withdrawn, and we are brought low into the
darkness of desolation, misery, and shame. But our inheritance
remains secure. "He restoreth my soul." The voice is heard,
"Return, thou backsliding Israel, and I will not cause mine
anger to fall upon you. Turn, 0 backsliding children, for I am
married unto you. Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal
your backslidings." The reply is ready, " Behold, we come unto
Thee; for Thou art the Lord our God." Thus the Lord deals, as
most of His true servants can testify; for" He hateth putting
away," and "with Him is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning."

But we must look onward beyond this earth, if we would even
now understand the extent of our inheritance. It is " incorrupt
ible, undefiled, and fadeth not away; reserved in heaven for
them who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salva
tion, ready to be revealed in the last time." We do not therefore
enter upon full possession until we are admitted into heaven, and
this corruptible puts on incorruption, and this mortal, immortality:
then the saying is brought to pass which is written, " Death is
swallowed up in victory." Then, with spirits perfect, pure, and
holy, even as God is perfect, pure, and holy; with bodies spiritual
and immortal, like unto Christ's glorious body, we shall see Him
as He is; and participating in all His incomprehensible perfections,
we shall inherit the glory which the Father gave unto Jesus, and
receive the kingdom which He hath prepared for us from the
foundation of the world. This is " the inheritance to which we are
predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will."

Let us conclude with seeking comfort from this assurance.
God's providential arrangements often seem very mysterious.
We are shut out from opportunities which seem favourable to the
promotion of His kingdom within and around us: we are deprived
of circumstances or associates which seemed needful for our growth
in grace: we have sickness, poverty, distresses, reproach, persecu
tion, hatred, when we think we could serve God better in health,
competence, ease, honour, tranquillity, and love. But we are
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short-sighted; we are of yesterday, and know nothing. All these
things are ordained for us in the deliberate arrangements and
counsels of His will. There is neither chance nor mistake in the
kingdom of grace. Let us, therefore, not only contentedly
acquiesce, but adoringly rejoice in His wise orderings. His good
hand is in all our matters. Let us therefore give thanks always for
all things unto God and the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

KEEPING THE SABBATH.

NOTES ON A SERMON BY PASTOR JOHN KEMP, PREACHED

AT EBENEZER CHAPEL, LUTON, ON SUNDAY EVENING,

APRIL 12TH, 1931.

" This is the day which the Lord hath made,. we will rejoice and
be glad in it."-PSALM cxviii. 24.

IN looking at this subject this morning we tried to notice this
truth concerning the Sabbath, both the Old Testament Sabbath
and the New Testament Lord's day. "This is the day which the
Lord hath made." I want this evening to look at the other side
of it. The use which is to be made of this day. The very phrase
" the Lord's day" signifies it is not only the day He- has made,
but the day which belongs to Him, it is His property, He Himself
is associated with the day. Sometimes special days in the nation
are associated with some particular person, it may be the birth,
marria,ge or death of a king. Now if we keep those days at all
we should naturally have something in our minds in relation to
the person after whose name the day is called. When you come
to the Lord's day surely it behoves us to have some regard to
Him with whom the day is connected. Let us look at a few things
in connection with this day. First at the negative side. We
mentioned this morning the commandment given at Mount
Sinai concerning this day, how that eommandment has never
been repealed, it has never for one moment been lessened
in its power or force. Men try to repeal laws in Parliament in
relation to this commandment because it curtails as they think
their liberties. We may repeal acts of Parliament made by godly
men, we may forget all that they have done for the nation, we
may forget the nation's past history and God's blessing upon it,
but you can never repeal God's law, it will stand as firm as it
stood at the time it was written by the Divine finger upon the
tables of stone, and it stands this night as sure and certain as it
did when God spoke it and wrote it on the top of Mount Sinai.
So we have to do not with men's opinions, but with God's Divine
authority and speech, and what does He say: "Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy." We find the remembrance of that
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Sabbath day to keep it holy is in the negative, and posit've. First
the negative" Thou shalt do no work;" no servile labour is to
be entered into on that day of rest. God gave six days for man to
labour for the bread that perisheth, and for profit to himself and
his family. God gave man six days and God said on the seventh
day thou shalt rest from these labours. I cannot find any excuse
and lawful reason for men to say to-day, the times are different
now to what they were then. When God spoke and said " Thou
shalt not," that is God's command. He forbids on the day of
rest menial labour to be done by man to whom he has given this
day for rest. In the next place, if we turn to the prophet Isaiah
we find man was not to do his own pleasure on that day. There
are plenty of people in these days who say, " I do not believe in
working, I do not believe in following my usual occupation, but I
believe in enjoying myself. I believe after a week of toil in the
business I need fresh air and enjoyment to recuperate my mental
and physical powers," and so they make the day of rest a day of
pleasure seeking. One need only look around to see the vast
multitudes who spend the day in seeking their own pleasure and
ask the question what is their condition 1 Where do they stand 1
What will be the end at the solemn day of reckoning, which is
coming, when that Great Jehovah who spake with authority from
His holy throne concerning the keeping of His day, shall bring
men into judgment for thus despising and turning the day which
belongs to God to their own pleasure-seeking ends and purposes ~

Then there are those who say, well I never labour on the Sabbath.
I do not spend my time in my business, I put my business away on
Saturday night, and I do not go pleasure-seeking, I do not take a
trip by train to London, I am one that stops at home and I have a
good rest. I spend the biggest part of the day in bed and I believe
it is necessary to keep fit for the next week's labour. Do you know
that man is as much a Sabbath breaker as the other 1 He is
profaning the Sabbath day in the sight of God. He is doing his
own pleasure, seeking his own ease, following after his own will
and doing that which ministers to his selfish ends and purposes.
" Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." That shuts out all
unnecessary travelling. That shuts out all seeking after one's
carnal pleasure, and that shuts out every act and even conversation
which is of a worldly character and is not honouring to the Lord
God of the Sabbath, and I am afraid when you come to this point
you will have to admit that the country in which we live is in a
very sad state with regard to keeping the Sabbath day. It was
estimated in 1851 that five million people in England did not
attend a place of worship, I wonder what the estimate would be
to-day if in 1851 things were in that condition.

Many professing people go to a place of worship in the morning
and spend the afternoon and evening gardening. You can see that
all around us from time to time, simply joining hand in hand with



The Gospel Magazine 359

the world. The Romish idea is getting a strong hold in the minds
of this nation. Rome says give me your early hours and then do
what you like the rest. of the day. Come to communion and the
early service and then all the rest of the day you can do your own
pleasure, and like priest, like people. Those that should minister
to the spiritual welfare of the people thus set the example. They
try to compromise this solemn command of God, and to lower the
standard to meet men's carnal wishes. You cannot compromise
with God, you cannot bring your puny judgment against God, you
cannot possibly successfully, despise any command of Jehovah.

Some may say, well, after all these sweeping things you have
said, is there nothing that is permitted to be done on the day of
rest? Yes! Works of necessity and mercy. Can you bring your
conduct under those two headings? Can you bring your life and
the way you spend the day of rest under those two headings? If
so, your conscience is clear. When I say that I want to remember
some men's consciences, so seared they are, so accustomed to evil,
that they no longer condemn them. Of course, one knows well
enough the ox must be led to the water, the animals must be fed,
and if a beast falls into a pit it must be lifted out. The Lord also
permitted works of healing and mercy, these were necessary and
lawful on the Sabbath day. We have read this evening about
walking through the cornfields on the Sabbath day and the
disciples plucked the ears of corn, but it was not Sabbath breaking.
One might almost have thought from our point of view it was
theft, but if you study God's law, given by Moses, you will find a
man was permitted to walk through his neighbour's field and pluck
some of the fruit if he was hungry, he was allowed to satisfy his
hunger be it Sabbath day or week day. There is no law against
eating, but there is a law against the purchasing and unnecessary
preparing of food. I think a good many so called Christian homes
come under the ban of this law in preparing their food.

Though there are things forbidden on the day of rest, there
are some things enjoined upon us. First, the Lord's day is a
day for worship, and when does worship begin, does it begin at
half-past ten or quarter to eleven? One of the Lord's people
in the Bible says, "Early in the morning will I call upon Thy
name." Many people think the Sabbath morning is the time to
spend an extra hour in bed. They just get up, have their breakfast
and get to the Lord's house a quarter of an hour late, but I question
whether they are guiltless before God, whether there is not attach
ing to them some blame. Why should we be later in getting up
on the Lord's-day morning than if we were attending to business.
When I was a boy we used to sing a hymn like this :-

" This is the day when Christ arose,
So early from the dead,
Why should I keep my eyelids closed,
And waste my hours in bed."
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It is a mercy if we have enough religion early in the morning
to look upward, early in the morning to pour out our hearts
before God, early in the morning to meditate upon the day that
God has given to us.
- Some good people think they cannot possibly do without a

hot dinner on the Lord's day, and say I do not have one all the
week and therefore I must have something hot on the Lord's
day. Must you? Is that so essential? Is it so important?
Do you think your health would suffer very much if you did not
have that little luxury? Depend upon it if the love of God
was in exercise in your hearts you would say, let us have as little
labour as possible on the Lord's day. Let us have nothing that
shall hinder in regard to Divine worship or even prevent from
getting punctually to the house of God.

So it is a day of worship and the place of worship particularly,
of course, is the house of God. Ever since the world began
people have congregated together for worship and there have
been hearts which have said: "I was glad when they said unto
me, let us go up to the house of the Lord." Let us be there
with the people so that we may join with them in praising and
worshipping God. Dr. Watts wrote: "Lord, how delightful it
is to see a whole assembly worship Thee." There are sometimes
many vacant seats when the first hymn begins. I should like
those lines of Joseph Irons hung up again in the porch :-

" A little less indulgence in the bed,
A little more contrivance in the head,
A little more devotion in the mind,
Would quite prevent your being thus behind! "

Do not forget the Lord's day! Do not forget that the place
appointed for the worship of God is with His saints in His house,
among His people. Yet even this is not enough for real spiritual
worshippers, to be just present in God's House. Some simply
fill their place as a matter of form, some fill it to be seen of men.
I suppose a good deal of conversation on the Lord's day at the
dinner table is how was so and-so, did you see what kind of dress
so and so had on. Well, that is not worship, is it? It is a mercy
to enter into the spirit of the Sabbath, to enter into the fact,
" This is the day which the Lord hath made," which He has set
apart for worship and meditation. When that is the case, and
the Lord's people sometimes are favoured in this respect to enter
into a gracious exercise of real religion when in God's house,
they realize the sweetness of the words, " we will rejoice and be
glad in it." Do you not sometimes rejoice, living soul, when
you wake up on the Lord's-day morning, don't you sometimes
feel a little gladness in your heart when you realize it is the Lord's
day, which He has appointed for the worship of Himself? It
seems like a new day, you seem to breathe a different air. "With
joy they hasten to the place where they their Saviour oft have
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met." Do you feel any of the joy and gladness as you wend
your way to the Lord's house, or do you look forward to the end
of the day when the Sabbath shall be over and Monday morning
comes. No! some of you say I believe I have found the Sabbath
a delight. I believe I have found the Lord's day to be a day ot
rejoicing in anticipat.ion of meeting with God's people in the
sanctuary, and you have found it somet,imes a day oi gladness
in the house of God, when the Lord of the Sabbath ha::! been
present, with power to heal, when He has touched your burdened
heart and mind with the finger of His grace and healed up your
wounded spirit and spoken peace to your troubled conscience.
When He has applied some precious promise, made some sacred
truth to flow with healing power and holy balm into your troubled
heart. You have blessed God for the day of rest, you have said:
" How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend in hopes of one that ne'er
shall end."

As I said this morning, may we seek by all possible means in
our power to cling to this day which the Lord hath made, which
has been a day honoured in England in past years, and God has
honoured the country, as the country has honoured Him. I was
reading before I came to Chapel to-night of that wonderful
Statesman, William Wilberforce. He was a great lover of the
Sabbath day. He compared it to the crossing of the river Jordan,
when the banks of the waters of business were held up on either
side. He not only kept the Sabbath himself, but he sought to
have it maintained and kept by others. On one occasion it had
been appointed for the House of Parliament to meet on Monday,
Jan. 16th, 1800, but as soon as Wilberforce heard of it he sent
urgent messages to say if you meet, it will mean the Members of
Parliament travelling on the Sabbath to get there, and such was
the effect of that urgent plea from the Statesman the date was
altered to the 19th, the Thursday. You do not find Statesmen
like that to-day, do you ~ You rather find the opposite. Fre
quently it seems as though the Lord's day is chosen for meeting
together, for political purposes.- Some of you have read the
history of the Pilgrim Fathers. They almost reached the end of
their journey very late one Saturday night, faint, weary and
hungry, but such was their reverence for the day of rest, that
they stayed where they were rather than spend half an hour on
the Sabbath morning in getting to land where they would have
shelter, rest and food. They were the men thst made history,
the men that honoured God, put God first, served Him even at
the sacrifice of their lives. They waited until the Lord's day
was over before they found their final resting-place upon the main
land. The Lord give us the same love for the Lord's day. May
we not forget the Lord Jesus Christ Who we profess to love and
serve, has said this :-

" The zeal of Thine House hath eaten Me up." Amen.
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IProtegtant lI3eacon.

SPURIOUS CHARITY.

By J. FORBES MONCRIEFF.

THERE is a subtle and dangerous influence abroad in these days
which Christians would do well to specially guard themselves
against. In the name of charity, liberality, toleration, broad
mindedness, and such like terms, God's people are urged to hold
their hand against evils which are spreading rapidly, and are
threatening to weaken the Church of Christ, and to render it
powerless to testify against the error and false doctrine which
abound. Madame Roland's well-known exclamation before the
statue of Liberty, as she was on her way to the scaffold-" 0
Liberty! Liberty! how many crimes are committed in thy name l>

-suggests how truly those who suffer for their love of truth
might well exclaim in these days, " 0 Charity! Charity! how many
evils are fostered in thy name."

It is all very well to say that we should not be alarmists, but
surely none of God's people, unless they are under some strange
hallucination, can shut their eyes to what is going on, or be
indifferent to the trend of things in these days. The apparently
increasing indifference to all distinctive doctrines is a painful
symptom of the present age. The decay of seriousness, especially
in the rising generation, seems to be only too real. "Even
religion itself, with sin and death and judgment, becomes the
mark at which a flippant age directs its flight of light-winged
witticisms." To have "an amused tolerance" of people who
hold opposite views is considered a mark of a generous and liberal
soul! "There is a temptation to make truth subservient to
charity, and everything to popularity." There are so many who
go through the world beaming placidly upon both the good and
the evil in life, " but they have no word to utter and no blow to
strike when the battle is sore .against righteousness." There is
an excessive anxiety on the part of many not to be considered in
any way extreme. As if being seriously in earnest about one thing
need lead to being any less earnest about other things! Those
who protest against error, and refuse to countenance false systems
of religion, are accused of a want of " Christian charity." They
are called" bigots," "faddists," "fanatics," and all manner of
opprobrious names. Their motives are misrepresented, and the
issues are confused. Earnest denunciation of evil is held up to
ridicule as "virulence" and" fiery pabulum." To be assailed
and slandered by the worldly is only what true Christians expect;
but there is surely something seriously wrong with professing
Christians who cannot distinguish between zeal for God's glory
and a want of Christian charity.
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There is in .some quarters a revolt against" rigidity of definition
as to doctrine," and in favour of an increase in the number of
" open questions." Among the Churches the" spirit of compre
hension " is abroad, and it is incumbent upon God's people to see
that what is called "the growing charity of the age" does not
degenerate into indifferenGe or disregard of truth. While we
cannot have too much true unity of the Spirit, there is a serious
danger that mere outward union may be sought at too great a
sacrifice.

(To be continued)

"THE GOOD THAT I WOULD."

As soon as Laban heard that Jacob had fled, he took his brethren
with him, and pursued after the runaway-and with no intention
of good. It was in his heart (as he believed it was also in his power)
to do Jacob harm, but God came to him in the night, and com
manded him to let him alone. Grudgingly, Laban obeyed. His
hands were not able to perform the evil desires of his mind. That
was as far as he could go: he did not love Jacob. When the two
parted their only covenant was that they should not pass over the
stone of witness for each other's hurt. Evil had been present with
Laban, but he did it not. Jacob went on his way; hazardous it
might still feel, and it was indeed a great undertaking, but God
was with him, whatever the tumults of his soul might suggest to
the contrary. Presently he heard that Esau with four hundred
men was coming to meet him. Jacob knew too well what that
meant, the old score was to be settled. But when they met the
next morning all was kindness. Esau was brotherly love itself.
The evil that he meant to do he did not. The good that he would
not, that he did, and he would return home in sweet complacency
with himself and all the world, Jacob included.

Paul said, " The good that I would, I do not, but the evil which
I would not, that I do." So Paul said, whose labours in the
Gospel and sufferings therefor transcended those of any other
man. He served God day and night. His labours were accepted
of God, and blessed by Him, more or less manifestly. So far from
wishing anyone evil, he was willing to lay down his life for their
benefit. He wrought with his hands that his friends should not
find him a burden. He bore, he witnessed, he prayed, he wept,
but he said, "The evil that I would not, that I do." He quarrelled
with Barnabas. He lost patience and spoke unbecomingly to the
high priest. We have a way of regretting when we lose patience,
and are angry. We wish we had been kinder, or at least that we
had seemed kinder (self justification is replete with excusesr It
is no pleasure to have our goodness fail us. We have done an evil
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which we would rather not have done. As to the good which we
wish we had done, I suppose half our regrets are on that account,
if indeed we can be sure what doing good is. Every kindness done
emphasises those not done. But Paul tells us more of his heart
than that we would have known from his actions, when he said
that he" coveted." It was plainly to be seen that he had suffered
the loss of all things and willingly for Christ's sake, but his heart
witnessed against him, that he was not in the eyes of God content
with the things he had. Some involuntary flash of light into
himself showed up this evil, and he hated it. He did not excuse
it: he did not want to slur it over. He felt that it involved an
impatienc.e with the Lord's dealings, a rebellion against Him that
his holy mind abhorred. With Paul, God's law was for the inward
man. The thought of foolishness was sin. If the evil that he
would not has already taken the field, where is the good that he
would to come in ~ I have thought that the look that flashes
over the face of the one who answers our ring at the bell, discloses
the real feeling on seeing us. It is little comfort to have a welcome
of words if the first look has already belied them; while on the
other hand, a spontaneous look of gladness at meeting produces a
warmth that remains a long time. The feelings are sudden and
unpremeditated and uncontrollable. We think things before we
mean to, the evil that we would not that we do. Perhaps we
perceive too late that we have denied Christ, but how sweet to
know the sudden warmth and rest that Peter felt when he said,
" It is the Lord."

If his children could do the good that they would, they would
yield themselves up to Him. They would mean "Thy will be
done" all the time. They would rest and believe. A dear friend
wrote to me, " Oh dear when shall we believe that He cares ~ "
This was after years of love and longing and of serving the Lord,
while He had showed His love in thousands of ways, in salvation,
helps, mercies and deliverances. This friend knew Paul's warfare,
felt the captivity that tried him, the law of sin that opposes itself
to the rule of Christ. Christ did all and only good. He was
without sin. He never was subject to it, not once. But Paul felt
the misery of it as being part of himself and he wanted deliverance.
That came in due time, complete and for ever. In the meantime,
as at the end of R.omans vii.) he thanked God and took courage.
Christ was his, and with Christ all that he needed tangible and
intangible; full forgiveness, a willingness to fight on as well as
to work on. If he could have served God without the distraction
of " the flesh," he would have done so. But God was sufficient
for him, as " the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Ghost have been sufficient since
for those who have warred the same warfare.

FOLLOWER-ON.
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WINGED MESSENGERS.

365

WHEN Elijah the prophet stayed beside the brook in a time of
famine, God sent the ravens to him with bread and meat to sustain
him. There is a famine in the land to-day, a famine of the Word
of God; and I will show you how the Lord can still use winged
messengers to encourage His people.

It was a warm, drowsy afternoon, and the shade of the leafy
trees in the Park tempted me away from the sun-baked streets.
Finding a pleasant seat which ran round the trunk of a tree, I
settled down to do some writing. It was very quiet around me ;
the voices of children playing came softened through the distance,
and I could hear the gentle sighing of the leaves and branches as
they rustled above me, and the subdued twittering of the busy
sparrows. How tame they were! The little things took no notice
of me, hopping about my feet as if I were part of the tree.

It was all very peaceful, and, busy with my writing, I soon
forgot all that was around me, Suddenly I was roused by some
thing dropping from the tree above me, and falling on the hard
ground with a little thud. I looked round; it was a sparrow that
had fallen from the tree. At once it gave a little flutter-and then
lay still and quiet. A little breeze came and ruffled up the brown
feathers; but it did not move again.

I never saw a sparrow fall before; but I do not remember a·
time when I did not know the words spoken by the Lord Jesus
about that very thing. "Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing ? " He said; "and one of them shall not fall on the
ground without your Father." Of course the words flashed into
my mind at once, and I lifted the little dead sparrow with a kind
of awe, and laid it on the soil close to the tree. The sparrows of
which the Lord spoke were almost ·worthless; you could buy two
any day for a Roman farthing, and if you wanted to spend two
farthings, they would throw in an odd one, and give you five.
But "for His pleasure they were created," and not even the
sparrow's fall escapes the notice of the Father in heaven. Yet
when a sparrow dies, it is just the end of its brief life; all is over
and done with, there is nothing more to follow. Far more precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. When the thief
on the cross was waiting to die, the Lord Jesus promised that on
that very day he should be with Him in Paradise. When the poor
beggar, at the rich man's gate, died, angels were there to carry him
to Abraham's bosom. We may be of very small account in the
world, worthless indeed in our own sight and other people's; but
He who marks the sparrow's fall will not desert His children in the
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hour of death; in the presence of the Lord fulness of joy awaits
them, and at His right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

A few days after I had seen the sparrow fall, I was at home
finishing a meal in the sitting-room when I heard a bustle on the
landing outside. Opening the door to see what was happening,
I found the maid stooping down, calling out in coaxing tones to
ome creature I could not see. "What is it ~ " I asked. "Is

there something wrong with the cat ~" "No, it's a little bird,"
she replied; "the cat brought him into the kitchen in his mouth,
and put him on the floor, and he flew out here." As she spoke,
she pulled away the sandbag that stood on the landing, and there
I saw a tiny sparrow. Its round eye looked out fearfully, and
its little body was quivering in terror. It did not try to move; it
seemed paralysed with fear. I took the little shivering mass of
feathers in my hand, and carried it downstairs out into the garden.
There on the soil I set it free; it gave a little hop just to make
sure it was alive, stretched its wings, and to my delight flew gaily
away.

" Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings ~ " said the Lord
Jesus, " and not one of them is forgotten before God." That was
the message from my second sparrow. It had been in danger of
its life; but the Lord had not forgotten the little thing, and He
delivered it from its captor. "Fear ye not therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows!" The children of God are
surrounded by dangers of all kinds. There are trials and tempta
tions on all sides, and many are their affiictions. But not one of
them is forgotten before God. He remembers them all, not just
as His children generally, but each one as His child particularly.
He forgets not the cry of the humble; but remembering His
-covenant, His mercy, and His holy promise, He comes to the help
of His frightened, anxious child, and delivers him from his
troubles. He does not always take the trouble away; instead of
that, He sometimes sends some token that tells the child of God
that he is not forgotten; and in a flash, the bitterness of the trial
is taken out of it.

What happiness then if we can look up to God as our Father!
"'That safety and certainty to know that whether in life or death
He remembers us in our low estate! Are these blessings yours ~

Have your sins been washed away in the blood of Jesus ~ Has
God sent the Holy Spirit into your heart, making you call Him
Father ~ These are the marks of the children of God. Some day
the family will be complete; for as the Lord Jesus said, " All that
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to
Me I will on no wise cast ont."

DAl\1ARIS.
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SHORT ESSAYS IN CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE. By Ralph Woodfield,
B.D. Pp. 30. Price 6d. (From the Author, 98, Tressillian
Road, London, S.E. 4; or Robert Stockwell, Baden Place,
Crosby Row, London, S.E. 1.)

These Essays deal briefly with Materialism, Agnosticism,
Psychology, Divine Personality, Biblical Doctrine of Man,
Christianity and Divine Revelation and the Christian Hope of
Immortality. The Author seems to have read much in Science,
Philosophy and Psychology. The Essays display much ability,
but for the generality of readers we regard them as lacking in
simplicity.

We note that he adopts the revised marginal reading of
Ephes. iii. 14, 15. Hodge and Moale both favour the authorised
version. Limits of space prevent us from criticising the pamphlet
in detail.

ERRORS AND FANTASIES OF RUSSELLISM. By the Rev. W. J.
Grier, B.A.

This is an excellent and comprehensive exposure of Russellism,
alias Millenial Dawnism. We warmly commend it to our readers.

Is SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISM CHRISTIAN 1 By the Rev. Leslie W.
Sloat.

This pamphlet gives a brief account of the history and doctrine
of Seventh Day Adventists. They teach the doctrine of the
annihilation of the wicked and a very peculiar doctrine of the
Atonement. At the end there is an excellent note on the Christian
Sabbath by Principal J. Willoughby, M.A.

Both these pamphlets may be obtained from Evangelical Book
Shop, 15, College Square East, Belfast. Price Id. each.

THE PAPAL SWORD AND BRITISH FREEDOM. By J. A. Kensit.
Pp. 12. Price 2d., post free 3d.

We warmly commend this trenchant address by Mr. Kensit
delivered at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, on 21st May last.

An important correction: On page 319 of the August issue the words "the
righteousness of Christ was imparted to them," should read" the righteousness of
Christ was imputed to them."
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3n memoriam

THE LATE MRS. F. S. FROMOW OF CHISWICK.

THE Chiswick Times of July 25th has the following appreciation
of Mrs. F. S. Fromow, a well-known, godly resident of Chiswick :-

" We regret to announce the death at the age of eighty-five
years on Saturday last of Mrs. F. S. Fromow, 1, Arlington
Cottages, Turnham Green. Mrs. Fromow's maiden name was
Voysey. Her father, and later her brother, for many years carried
on business as family grocers in the High Road.

"She married in Gunnersbury Baptist Chapel, in 1884, William
Fromow, senior member of the well-known nursery family of that
name, who pre-deceased her in 1915.

" The Voyseys and Fromows have for three generations been.
associated with North Road Baptist Chapel, Brentford, the late
Mrs. Fromow having been women's Bible class leader there for
many years. She was also co-founder of the women's meeting
about thirty-three years ago, and was its leader and secretary to
within six years of her death.

" A careful Bible student, an able and sympathetic teacher, she
was devoted to evangelical reformation teaching and Baptist
principles, both at home and in connection with foreign missionary
work. All this was combined with an affectionate and under
standing heart and practical service among women and children
around North Road, Brentford, Baptist Chapel. She was one of
the first members of the Chiswick Evangelical Fellowship.

" She is mourned by her daughter and two sons surviving and
a large family circle.

" The funeral was at Brentford Chapel yesterday, conducted
by Pastor H. W. Caten, whils~ an address was given by her
nephew, the Rev. T. H. Voysey. The interment was at Ealing
Cemetery."

We would add to this notice the expression of our own tender
and Christian sympathy with the sorrowing family. Mr. G. H.
Fromow, a regular reader of the Magazine, and one of her sons,
writes: "Our sorrow is mingled with praise and hope, when we
consider what a wonderful mother she has been and the fervent
Christian life she has followed."

Our own occasional contact with the dear departed one convinced
us that she was a humble, devoted, and godly believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and we are glad that very shortly before the call
Home we had the privilege of calling on her and commending her
to the Lord in prayer.

Another of our readers says: "The only time I was at the
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Fromow's house, I met her there, and thought her very sweet, and
gentle, and kind."

How immense is the mercy that the believer when" absent
from the body" is "present with the Lord."

THE LATE MRS. TILBURY OF SOUTHSEA.

WE learn from a highly-esteemed friend that Mrs. Tilbury, of
Southsea, has lately been called Home. She and her family have
long been connected with the Circus Church. After passing
through much trial in a great air raid," she was gathered to her
eternal rest."

She "was a devoted reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and
prayed much for the writers whose heart-breathings were a rich
means of grace to her longing soul." "They just suited me in
every way," she once wrote.

Our tender sympathy is extended to the sorrowing members of
.her family.

miscellaneous lPapers

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY AND HUMAN FREEDOM.

«THE Scriptures teach. that Divine sovereignty and human
freedom co-operate in perfect harmony; that while God is the
sovereign Ruler and primary cause, man is free within the limits
of his nature and is the secondary cause; and that God so controls
the thoughts and wills of men that they freely and willingly do
what He has planned for them to do."

A classic example of the co-operation of Divine sovereignty
and human freedom is found in the story of J oseph. J oseph was
.sold into Egypt, where he rose in authority and rendered a great
.service by supplying food in time of famine. It was, of course, a
very sinful act for those sons of Jacob to sell their younger brother
into slavery in a heathen country. They knew that they acted
freely, and years later they admitted their full guilt (Gen. xlii, 21 ;
xlv. 3). Yet J oseph could say to them, "Be not grieved, nor angry
with yourselves that ye sold me hither; for God did send me before
you to preserve life. . .. So now it wa,s not you that sent me
hither, but God"; and again, " As for you, ye meant evil against
me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this
day, to save much people alive" (Gen. xlv. 5, 8; l. 20.) Joseph's
brothers simply followed the evil inclinations of their natures;
yet their act was a link in the chain of events through which God
fulfilled His purpose; and their guilt was not the least diminished
by the fact that their intended evil was overruled for good.
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Pharaoh acted very unjustly towards his subject people, the
Children of Israel; yet he simply fulfilled the purpose of God,
for Paul writes, " The Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, for this very
purpose did I raise thee up, that I might show in thee My power,.
and that My name might be published abroad in all the earth"
(Rom. ix. 17; Exod. ix. 16; x. 1, 2). Some of God's plans are
carried out by restraining the sinful acts of men. When the
Israelites went up to Jerusalem three times a year for the set
feasts, God restrained the greed of the neighbouring tribes, so that·
the land was not molested (Exod. xxxiv. 24). He put it into the
heart of Cyrus, the heathen king of Persia, to rebuild the temple
at Jerusalem (Ezra i. 1-3). We are told, "The king's heart is.
in the hands of Jehovah, as the watercourses: He turneth it
whithersoever He will" (Prov. xxi. 1). And if He turns the
king's heart so easily surely He can turn the hearts of common
men also.

In Isaiah x. 5-15 we have a very remarkable illustration of the
way in which divine sovereignty and human freedom work together
in perfect harmony. "Ho, Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, the
staff in whose hand is mine indignation! I will send him against
a profane nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give
him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread
them down like the mire of the streets. Howbeit, he meaneth not
so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy,
and to cut off nations not a few. For he saith, Are not my prince!>
all of them kings ~ Is not Calno as Carchemish ~ Is not Hamath
as Arpad ~ Is not Samal'ia as Damascus ~ As my hand hath
found the kingdoms of the idols, whose graven images did excel
them of Jerusalem and Samaria; shall I not, as I have done unto·
Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols ~

" Wherefore it shall come to pass, that, when the Lord hath
performed His whole work upon Mount Zion and on Jerusalem,
I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and
the glory of his high looks. For he hath said, By the strength of
my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I have under
standing; and I have removed the bounds of the peoples, and
have robbed their treasures, and like a valiant man I have brought
down them that sit on thrones; and my hand hath found as a
nest the riches of the peoples; and as one gathereth eggs that are
forsaken, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that
moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or chirped.

" Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith '!'
Shall the saw magnify itself against him that wieldeth it ~ As if
a rod should wield them that lift it up, or as if a staff should lift
up him that is not wood."

Concerning this passage, Rice says: "What is the obvious
meaning of this passage ~ It does most unequivocally teach, in
the first place, that the king of Assyria, though a proud and
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ungodly man, was but an instrument in the hands of God, just
as the axe, the saw, or the rod in the hands of a man, to execute
His purposes upon the Jews; and that God had perfect control of
him. It teaches, in the second place, that the free agency of the
king was not destroyed or impaired by this control, but that he
was perfectly free to form his own plans and to be governed by
his own desires. For it is declared that he did not design to
execute God's purposes, but to promote his own ambitious
projects. 'Howbeit, he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart
think so; but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off nations
not a few.' It consequently teaches, thirdly, that the king was
justly held responsible for his pride, and wickedness, although
God so overruled him that he fulfilled His wise purposes. God
decreed to chastise the Jews for their sin. He chose to employ
the king of Assyria to execute His purpose, and therefore sent
him against them. He would afterwards punish the king for his
wicked plans. Is it not evident, then, beyond all cavil, that the
Scriptures teach that God can and does, so control men, even
wicked men, as to bring to pass His wise purposes without inter
fereing with their free agency? "

For anyone who accepts the Bible as the word of God it is
absolutely certain that the crucifixion of Christ-the most sinful
event in all history-was foreordained: "For of a truth in this
city against Thy holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples
of Israel, were gathered together to do whatsoever Thy hand
and Thy counsel foreordained to come to pass" (Acts iv. 27, 28) ;
"Him being delivered up by the determinate counsel and fore
knowledge of God, ye by the hands of lawless men did crucify
and slay" (Acts ii. 23); and, "The things which God fore
shadowed by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ
should suffer, He thus fulfilled" (Acts iii. 18). "For they that
dwell in Jerusalem, and the rulers, because they knew not Him,
nor the voices of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath,
fulfilled them in condemning Hini. And though they found no
cause of death in Him, yet they asked Pilate that He should be
slain. And when they had fulfilled all things that were written
of Him, they took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a
tomb" (Acts xiii. 27-29).

And not only the crucifixion itself was foreordained, but many
of the attending events, such as: the parting of Christ's garments
and the casting of lots for His vesture (Ps. xxii. 18 ; John xix. 24) ;
the giving of gall and vinegar to drink (Ps. lxix. 21; Matt.
xxvii. 34; John xix. 29); the mockery on the part of the people
(Ps. xxii. 6-8; Matt. xxvii. 29); the fact that they associated
Him with thieves (Is. liii. 12; Matt. xxvii. 38); that none of His
bones were to be broken (Ps. xxxiv. 20; John xix. 36); the
spear thrust (Zech. xii. 10; John xix. 34-37); and several other
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recorded events. Listen to the babble of hell around the cross, and
tell us if those men were not free! Yet read all the forecast and
prophesy and record of the tragedy and tell us if every incident of
it were not ordained of God!

Furthermore, these events could not have been predicted in
detail by the Old Testament prophets centuries before they came
to pass unless they had been absolutely certain in the foreordained
plan of God. Yet while foreordained, they were carried out by
agents who were ignorant of who Christ really was, and who were
also ignorant of the fact that they were fulfilling the divine
decrees (Acts xiii. 27, 29; iii. 18). Hence if we swallow the camel
in believing that the most sinful event in all history was in the
foreordained plan of God, and that it was overruled for the
redemption of the world, shall we strain at the gnat in refusing to
believe that the smaller events of our daily lives are also in that
plan, and that they are devised for good purposes ?

(The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, by Professor Loraine
Boettner, pp. 222-226.)
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EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE.
From Edinburgh: I do enjoy reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, so full of help in

these terrible times. Thank you for it. I pass on the Magazine and let others get
the" food". We don't get teaching like what you write about. I am very sorry
the Magazine has had to be curtailed, but what is in it is most helpful
and encouraging."

From Bristol: "I much enjoyed the family portion for July. It was a real
help and encouragement."

From Slaithwaite: "I am delighted each month to receive the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. At the Hall Green Strict and Particular Baptist Chapel, Haworth,
you will find the old Evangelical truth preached."

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY requires services of working Warden
and wife at its Camberwell Home. Remuneration, rooms, light, fuel provided.

Apply Secretary, Pilgrims' Home, Gerrards Cross, Bucks.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special gravity and
pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others who have not previously

helped us, for a special effort on behalf of our poor friends, who during this dreadful War are placed
in a much more trying position than usual. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have
so much appreciated your kind help in former years and we plead for the necessary means to cheer
and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the faithfulness of their covenant God. The
COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec., A. C. LEWIN, 77 Cloudesdale Road, London, S.w.n.
BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON. Remarks on .. Natural Law in The Spiritual

World." Is. 9d.; Revised Version, N.T.• Remarks on. Ss.; Romans: Lectures
on the Epistle, Ss., i. Notes on the Greek, 2s.• i. and ii. Thoughts on. Is. 6d.• vii.
Considered, Is. Dr. S. P. Tregelles, LL.D., Or. C. Y. Biss. Mr. David Baron, and
others kept in stock. Free Lending Library of the same. S. R. COTTEY, " Downside,"
Offington Lane, Worthing.


