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MAGAZINE
" COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."

U ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF TIlE SPIRIT IN THB BON·D OF PEACE."

"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND ,FO. EVER.'....

New Series.
No. 963. SEPTEMBER, 1948. { No. 2163.

Old Serlea.

~lJt jfamilp ~ortton:

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, "AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we oursei"es are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE HAPPY PEOPLE

" Happy is that people whose God is the Lord.JJ-PsALM cxliv. 15.
WE all want to be happy, and many are the sources from which

/

happiness" is sought. The heathen, no doubt, seek happiness from
gods of wood and stone. Many professing Christians seek happiness
in earthly wealth. Many seek' wealth by hard and constant work in
business. They gradual~y accumulate a large amount of money at
the bank, and think they will be happy by eventually settling down
at some sea-side resort. They purchase or build a beautiful house,
spend much on .beautifully furnishing it. They settle down amid
beautiful surroundings, purchase a car and drive out on fine days,
and enjoy all the beautiful sights of sea and land. They have all
they want of temporal things, but yet they are not perfectly happy.
They know their earthly end is getting nearer, but they are without
Christ, without God, and without hope. Our Lord says, " A man's
life consisteth not in the' abundance of the things which he
possesseth." He may be happy though poor, and unhappy thoJlgh
rich. He tells of a man whose ground brought forth plentifully,
and he had not sufficient room to hoard up his produce. He there
fore decided to pull down his barns and build larger ones. Then
he said. " I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up
for many years; t;;tke thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." Thus
he had the hope of much happiness for many years. "But God
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said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul sha.ll be required of
thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? "
(Luke xii. 13-20). '

Thcise people are not necessarily happy who have a plentiful
store of wealth to supply their needs for many years. Pleasures of
the world do not give real and permanent happiness. Cares, riches
and pll~asures of this life choke the Word of the Gospel, and those
who indulge in them are shut off from spiritual and eternal
blessings, and so they are excluded from happiness. Sinful indul
gences do not make people happy, for the wages of sin is eternal
death and ruin. Riches, worldly prosperity, worldly pleasures-the

. dance, the ball, the theatre, and indulgences in the sins of the flesh
abound in the broad way, but they end in hell. "Blessed (or happy)
is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth he
meditate day and night;" Of him it is said, "Whatsoe,,:er he doeth
shall prosper" (Psalm i. 1-3). Such a man avoids bad company and
delights in his Bible.

Is there not, dear reader, an immense, an appalling amount of
unhappiness' ill the world, and is it not all due to sin? ~either

individuals, nor peoples are happy who know not God and obey
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. "The prosperity of fools
shall destroy them, But whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil" (Proverbs i. 32, 33).

There are a people, however, who are happy. They are not
without trials and not without troubles,. but yet in spite of "uch
experiences they are happy. And who are they? The 'text at the
top of this Family Portion tells who they are. "Happy is that
people whose God is the Lord." There is only one living and true
God. The images of the heathen are not God. The crucifixes and
images of the Church of Rome and of sacerdotalists in other
churches are not God. Such objects are divinely forbidden. If you
see what is unscripturally called " an altar" a.t the end of a church,
on which is placed the image of Christ on a cross" that is not God.
Or if you see such an image in a bedroom or in a study, ,that is not
God. Moreover, it is definitely forbidden in Scripture. The true
God says to us all, "Thou shalt not ma~e unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any dung that is in heaven above, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve !them : for 1. the Lord
thy God, am a jealous God" (Exod. xx. 4, 5). Surely this com
mandment forbids a crucifix-an image ?f Christ on a cross--to be

I
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placed prominently and otherwise in a church. "Does not such an
image lead to idolatrous worship? Is it not customary for some
people to bow towards the middle of a table on which a cross or a
crucifix is placed? Ye who are members of the Church of England;
look at the 22nd Article at the end of your p;ayer book. . See what
it says. "The Romish doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons,
Worshipping and Adoration> as well of Images as ot Reliques, and
also invocation of Saints> is a fond thing vainly invented, and
grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to .
the Word of God."

Why did the Apostle John close his first epistle with the words,
" Little 'children, keep yourselves from idols"? It was because he
knew that we are all prone to the sin of idolatry. He knew how
it was one of the great sins which brought terrible judgments upon
God's ancient people-judgments from which they are now suffer
ing. Why did the Apostle Paul say to the Corinthian saints,
" Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry"? (1· Cor; x 14).
Is not idolatry one of the great sins in Christendom to-day? And
is not there a terrible indifference to this sin in the churches? How
~lse can we account for the increasing tendency to bring about re
union with idolatrous churches? Increasing union with Rome is
being manifested; and even prdlfessing Protestants seem to be
indifferent to the growing unity with Romanismand Modernism.
We feel that there is increasing need for the Lord's true people to
come out and be separate from fellowship with those who are
helping on the predicted apostasy which shall characterise the last
days. Ye people of God, we earnestly beseech you to take more
diligent heed to your Ldrd's command to "B.tware of false'
prophets" (Matt. vii. 15). Beware of thinking lightly of sin, of
error, and of all evil as~ociations. Be courteous, but only regard as
friends those whom your Lord calls friends. (See Johnxv._14, 15.)
Christ has" chosen you out of the world." Beware, therefore, of
showing love to the world.. (See 1 John ii. 15-17.) Enoch, Noah,
<;lnd all the saints walked with God. Let us beware of any walking
which hinders daily and constant walking with God. Realise to the
full that" Happy is the people whose God is the Lord'» Why is
this so?

1. Because the Lord is a pardoning God.

We all need pardon, and" To the Lord oULGod belong mercies
and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him; neither have
we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His laws,
whic{l He set before us by His servants the prophets" (Dan. ix.

•
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9, 10). Well, we have rebelled and disobeyed, but think of the
wondrous and immensely cheering fact that to Him "belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled." Ye~s, and if,
through His infinite grace, we return unto the Lord, "He will have
mercy upon us; and to our God, for He will abundantlv pardon."
He in wondrous love sent His beloved Son to shed His precious
blood for many" to secure the remission of their sins ("Matt. xxvi.
28). That is precisely what a poor sinner needs, and this is precisely
what the Lord God does for every sinner who has faith in Christ's
bloo.d. Why, dear friends, Hedeanses such sinners from all sin.
Then they are happy, really happy. David was a sinner, but he
confessed his transgressions unto the Lord, and He forgave the
iniquity of his sin. Then he could not help but say, "Blessed
(happy) is he whose'transgression is forgiven, -whose sin is covered'"

, ' (Psalm xxxii. 1, 5).

2. This God is a redeeming God.
Ye who are pardoned were not redeemed with silver and gold,

but with the precious blood of Christ. Your pardoning God par
doned you because He had redeemed you from' the curse of the law,
being made a curse in your place. "When the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth His Son to redeem them that were under
the law, that they might receive the adoption of sons" (Gal. iii. 13;
iv. 4-6). He loved you, notwithstanding your sins ,and gave His
beloved Son to redeem you from their penalty. He hath delivered
you from the power of darkness, and translated you into the king
dom of His dear Son. You are now, later on, to hear the words,
" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for,
you from the foundation of the world." \Here ,is another proof that
" Happy is that' people whose God is the Lord."

3. This God is an ever-present and an upholding God. ~

He says' to His redeemed and pardoned people, "Fear thou not;
for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God.:' He is
not only present, but He is always present. He says, " I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee." That people whose God is the Lord,
is a people whose God is always with them. Lonely they may be in
regard to the presence of human companions, but never lonely in
regard to the gre~t divine Companion. He is always with His
people whether they are at·home or abroad, whether in winter or
summer, whether in the day or in the. night. What a permanent
contribution to their happiness this is! Besides, He is 'a Companion
Who manifests His love, His sympathy, His compassion, and His
mercy to His people. His presence with them is cheering, reviving,



and comforting-. Hence He Who is with them says, "I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea,' I will uphold thee with
the r{ght hand of My righteousness" (Isa, xli. 10). Is it not, then,

• a great mercy to have the Lord for your God? Do not His power,
His help, and His right hand continually contribute to your happi
ness? You are never really alone, because He is ever and always
with you. !

4. He is a guiding and a providing God.'

His Word says to His people, "Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In 'all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 5,6).
Are you not often in doubt which way to go, what step to take?
Look to Him and yo~ will find that the promise of guidance is
reliable. "He shall direct thy paths." Then, He "is a providing
God. Paul was convinced of that when he wrote to the PhiEppian
believers, "My God shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phi!. iv. 19). David was convinced
of this truth when he wrote, "0 fear the Lord, ye His saints: for
there is no want to them that fear Him" (Psalm xxxiv. 9). Our
Lord could infallibiy say, "Your heavenly Father feedeth the birds.
Are ye not much better than they?" (Matt. vi. 26). Think how
your God fed EIijah with the ravens and then by means of the
widow woman, and take comfort from the assurance that Elijah's
God is your God. If He provided for Elijah, will He not as surely
provide for you? All His children are precious to Him, and no
good thing will He withhold from them. If you are one of the '
people who have the Lord for your God, you will sure to be happy.
You will be happy, even in time of famine. His Word says about
you, "Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him,
upon them that hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul from death,
and to keep them alive in. famine."

5. He is a comforting and glorifying God.
He says, " I, even I, am He that oomforteth you." Think of the

sorrows and trials of His ancient people-due in large measure to
their sins. Yet He has not cast them off, and He says, "The Lord
shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste places; and He
will make her wilderness like, Eden, and her desert like the garden
of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, th:nksgiving
and the voice of melody." What a comfort their case is to us. He
wi'II never cast off any of His people. (See Isa. li. 3-, 12; lxvi. 13).
To us to-day Hli is "the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be

,
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able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted. of God" (2 Cor. i. 3-4).
Truly He is a comforting God.

He is also a glorifying God. The happiness of His people who
have Him for their God does not terminate here. It will be con
summated in Heaven. Hear what the inspired Apostle says of those
who have the Lord for their God. He says, "Whom He did pre
destinate, them He also .called : and whom He called, them He al,o
justified: and who'm He justified, them He also glorified" (ROIlI.
viii. 30).

That is the glorious prospect of God's really happy peoplc_
When Christ, Who. is their life, shall appear, then shall they also
appear with Him in glory. (See Col. iii. 4).

We"n, no doubt much more could be sard on the happiness of
those who have the Lord for their God. What a mercy if all who
read'these lines can say, "This God is our God for ever and ever ..
(Psalm xlviii. 14).

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage> (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry> King>s Lynn,Norfolk.

lReuie\tlg anD Jaoticeg of 16ooks.

WESTMINSTER CONFERENCE REPORT. Price 9d. ~ post pa:1
(Obtainable' from Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony Secreta:..
Mr. G. H. Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, Londoa.
W.4).

TH,E subject of this Conference is .. The Publicity of the Seco.d
Advent." This is a well-printed report of eight addresses by men who
believe that the Lord will come not secretly, but publicly, and not at (!~1;

moment, but when certain predicted events have ta/ren place. (See r-.:
xxiv. 29-31.)

READING THE SCRIPTURES

OH, that we we~e wise and rd.d the Scriptures, the whole Scrint'.1re
from Genesis to Malachi, and the inspired commentary from :\:
to Revelation! That we went into God's School, learning HL' Ideas
and language, and explaining the Words, not out of the dictionary of
reason, the opinions of men, and the traditions of the Church. but out of
the dictio~ary He Himself has graciously provided! . . '. That we
possessed a healthy appetite for the nutritious and strengthening Word of
God! That 'Ye would not conflneourselves to our favourite chapters,
but launch out into the free, majestic. infinite ocean of Scripture!
DR. A. SAPHIR.
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THE OLD PATHS AND THE GOOD WAY
" '
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« Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the w~s, and see, and a!ik for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls.' But they said, We will npt wal~

therein."-JEREMIAH vi. 16.

THE chapter in which this verse occurs is addressed to Jerusalem
and its inhabitants (v. 8). They were in danger. Divine judgment
was about to come upon them' for their sins. God was about to
stretch out His hand upon the inhabitants of the land. "A. people
from the north country and a great nation" would come against
them. They would be armed with bow and spear. They would be
cruel and haJe no mercy. "Their voice roareth like the sea, and
they ride upon horses, set inarray as men of war against thee, 0
daughter of Zion." The Lord, because of their sins, had rejected
them (verses 6, 8, 12, 22, 23, 30). In the next chapter the Lord
says, "Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land
of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all My servants
the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them. Yet they
hearkened not unto Me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their
neck: they did worse than their fathers" (Jeremiah vii. 25, 26).
Therefore for their idolatries and many other sins the Lord says,
" I will cast you out of mY,sight, as I have cast out all your brethren,
even the whole seed of Ephraim. Therefore pray not thou for this
people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make inter
cession t~ Me: for --l will not hear thee" (Jeremiah vii. 15, 16).

These are solemn words, and they have their bearing on our own
nation and on our churches: What spiritual privileges we have had,
and yet how grievously we have departed from God! How mani
fold and how mighty are our sins. God saw and noticed the sins
of Israel, and He brought terrible judgments upon them. There
came a time when there was" no remedy" (1 Chron. xxxvi. 16).
There came a time when He said, " Pray not thou' for this people
... for I will not hear thee." May we not say, " Are we better than

.; ~hey?" How terrible are the judgments which God has brought
upon us for our sins in the two great wars, but where is our repent
ance? We are suffering yet, but we still turn our backs upon God,
upon His Word, and upon His Day. Are we not in danger? May
not God say of us, " Pray not for this people, for I will not hear"?
Oh, do we not need to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of
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God? Yet at a time when God's ancient, people were so guilty of
manifqld transgressions God graciously says to them, " Stand ye in
the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good'way,
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls."

Our Lord quoted this verse for our benefit. He said, "Come
unto Me, all ye that labo~ and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me ': and ye shall find·
r~t unto your souls." The sad part is that those to whom the words
in Jeremiah were addressed did not feel the burden and the
enormity of their sins, and hence they did not ask for the old paths,
nor for the good way. They had no desire to walk therein. « But
they said, fVe will not walk therein.'~ Is not that true of the multi
tudes to-day? They do not want the old paths. They do not
inquire, "Where is the good way?" They. have no desire to walk
therein. Nay, they say, in effect, "We will not walk therein."
Hence they do not find rest for their souls. Is then! not danger;
then" that God will say of them, "Then shall they call upon Me,
but I will not answer; they shall seek Me early, but they shall not
find Me: for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the
fear of the Lord.... Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their
own way, and be filled with their own desires. For the turning
away of the simple shall slay them, and .the prosperity of fools shall
destroy them." On the other hand, there is the cheering promise,
"Whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet
from fear of evil" (Prov. i. 28-33).

Though, however, the majority in Jeremiah's day, and in our own
day, reject the gracious message of God, there was, and there is, a
remnant who, through the infinite· grace of God, hearken unto His
voice. Our Lord speaks of them when He says, "My sh'eep hear
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 27, 28). In Jeremiah's day,
and in our own day, there were and are some who ask for the old
paths and the good way, and seek by divine grace to .walk therein.

, 1. Let us today inquire what are the old paths.
We will endeilvour, the Lord helping us, to give a brief answer.

If we look back from the time \vhen Jeremiah prophesied, we shall
find glimpses of the old paths and of some who walked therein. .

There is the case of Enoch. He lived for sixty-five years
apparently walking in an evil path. We read, "Enoch lived sixty
and five years, and begat Methusclah. Then we read, "Enoch
walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years,
and begat sons and daughters. And all the days of Enoch were

J
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three hundred sixty and five years. And Enoch walke<;l with God:
and he was not; for God took him." How came he to "Yalk with
God? He could not walk thus unless he was spiritually alive.
Hence he was born again, and walked in the narrow way. He
walked with God, walked in fellowship with Him, and in obedience
to His will. He honoured God, His Word, and His day. By faith
he walked with God, and '.' before his translation he had this testi- '
Hlony, that he pleased God" (Heb. xi. 5). "

The old paths- are the paths in which God's true people have
always walked. •All who have walked in them were born again of
the Holy Ghost, They had faith in God, faith in - a coming
Redeemer, and brought forth the fruit of the Spirit. In a measur
able degree they loved God with all their hearts, and they loved
their neighbo.ur as they loved themselves. They walked in the
old paths, in fellowship with God, and in separation from the world.
Enoch had a family of sons and daughters, but family life did not
prevent him from walking with God. (Genesis v. 21-24).

Take the case of Noah. He lived at a time when God brought in
the flood upon the world of the ungodly. "But Noah found grace
in the eyes of the Lord." ,Despite the, awful condition of the world,
God was then" the God of all grace." Through grace" Noah was
a just man ... and Noah walked with God" (Gen. vi. 8, 9). Noah,
as well as Enoch, walked in the old paths.

Take the case of Abraham. "By faith Abraham ... obeyed."
" By faith he sojourned in the land of promise.... For he looked
for a city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is
God." He was a man of faith. He had faith to believe Gospel
truth and to rejoice in the Saviour promised in the Gospel. The
Gospel was known to Abraham. "The Scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the _heathen through faith, preached before the
Gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed"
(Gal. iii. 8). In Abraham's Seed (Christ) all nations would be
blessed with the blessing of justification. Abraham believed this.
He had faith in a coming Redeemer. Thus he was a regenerated
sinner, a believing sinner, a called sinner. He was a stranger and
pilgrim on the earth. He looked for a heavenly city. He walked in
the old path that leads to the heavenly Jerusalem. His affection
was set on things above. He walked in the old paths..

Take the case of Joshua. He was able, through divine grace, to
say, " As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." That was
an .evidence of God's electing, calling, justifying, saving grace.
(Joshua xxiv. 15). Hence he was walking in the old paths.

Take note of things in our own day. Is it not true that the
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churches to-day of most, and possibly all, denominations have for
saken the' old paths? The godly people of former times believed in
an infalilble Bible. They believed in a Saviour Who had secured
their eternal salvation by bearing the penalty of their sins in their
room and stead. They believed in His resurrectio~, ascension, and
coming again. They renounced the amusements of the world-its
tli:eatres and balls. They honoured God in their homes. They had~

family prayer. They honoured God's day, and f<}milies in many
cases were found worshipping God together in a family pew. There
were ministers who preached the old Gospel and refused to turn
their places of worship into music halls and flower shows. Follow
ing the old Book of God, they believed in and preached the ever
lasting Gospel, arid sought to encourage simplicity of 'worship,
remembering our Lord's teaching that" God is a Spirit: and they
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John
iv. 24). Oh, is it not true that we have forsaken the old paths, both
in the. doctrines that are taught, and in lack of simplicity and
spirituality in regard to worship? And are not the attendances at
places of worship awfully small compared with 60 or 70 years ago?
May it not be true that God is judicially abandoning us because we
have forsaken the right way and the old paths?

2. Secondly, let us think of the good way.

The Lord says ask, "where is the good way?" Certainly we may
be sure that "the good way" is the only way which gives rest of
soul and final glory. Our Lord knew all about the good way men
tioned in Jeremiah's prophecy. We have seen that He quotes that
verse when He said to corners unto Him. " re shall find rest unto
your souls" (Matt. xi. 29). In His sermon on the mount He
definitely speaks of the good way and contrasts it with the evil way.
He says, " Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: becau.se strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matt.
vii. 13, 14). Our Lord's teaching on these two ways needs to be
noticed. There is a broad way that leads to destruction. It is a
very popular way, for" man)' there be which go in thereat." On
the other hand, there is a narrow way which leadeth unto life, and
few there be-that find it. This narrow way is evidently the way to
heaven, th'e way to the enjoyment of eternal life, in contrast to the
broad way which leads to hell and to everlasting punishment. (See
Matt. xxv. 46). This narrow way is certainly the good way, for it

L
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leads to the eternal good of those who walk in it. But how un
popular is the narrow way! «Few there be that find it." How
very like the majority to-day are like those in Jeremiah's day.
They said, in reference to the good way, « We will not walk
therein." They rejected the old paths and refused to walk in the
good way. Instead they walk in the broad way that leads to hell.
They walk, but " they walk according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience." ,They walk in the lusts of
the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and are
by nature the children of wrath, even as others. (Ephes. ii. 1-3.)
Is it not a solemn thing that the great majority in this ,land which
has been so favoured of God, are walking in the broad way? They
are under the influence of the prince of the power of the air. They
are wholly set upon worldly and earthly things. What will it profit
them if they are well educated, if they prosper in worldly things and
e;ven amass earthly wealth, if'they end their earthly life in hell?
They who walk in the broad ,way do' not find r~st for their souls.
Only those. who walk in the narrow way find spiritual and eternal

'rest. But the' narrow way is not popular. Only few there be that
enter it. Well, is it not better to be in a lonely way that leads to
eternal life and glory than to be in a popular way which ends in
hell? The Lord's true believing people must not be, surprised at
being in a lonely way. They find out by experience that wherever
they live, there are but few with whom they can have full spiritual
fellowship. Yet they are not alone. The Lord has said to them,
"Lo, I am with you alway: even unto the end of the world." God,
their Father, hath said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"
(Matt. xxviii. 20; and Heb. xiii. 5). Thus those in the narrow way
are ne~er without company. Their divine£ompanion has His eyes
always upon them and His ears are ever open to their prayers. He
talks to them in His Word and cheers them with His promises, and
upholds them with His power. They may talk to Him at any hour
of the day or night, and He listens to their voice and responds to
their desires. So, though you may have many trials, seek to be like
the prophet Habakkuk and say, "Yet I wilt rejoice in. the Lord, I
will joy in the God of my salvation" (Hab. iii. 17, 18). Encourage
yourselves, then, in the Lord your God. You are not the only lonely
ones. As evil increases in,the world the sense of Loneliness increases.
All God's people are more or less lonely. We who write these lines
feel lonely oftentimes.. Let us remember that the Lord is present in
a lonely room, or a lonely cottage, or a lonely village, or a lonley
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town. And He Who is present loves His lonely ones, and has all
power to comfort, cheer, help, and deliver them. Seek to believe
more in His almighty' power. His eternal love, and His abiding
faithfulness and never-failing presence. "Gird up the loins of your
mind, be sober, and hope to tlie nld for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (l Peter i. 13).
We are all prone to get down, but" Who is among you that feareth
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His Servant, that walkcth in
darkness, and hath no light:' Let him trust in the name of the
Lord, and stay upon His God" (Isa. 1. 10).
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WELLSPRINGS

.. That We should be to the praise of His glor:y, wh'o first trusted in Christ.
In Whom :ye als!o trusted, after that :ye heard the wo!rd .of truth,
the gospel.of :your salvation: in Whom alSlO!, after that :ye believed,
:ye were sealed wi~h that H ol:y Spirit of promise, Which is the
earnest of :your fnheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto Ore praise of His glor:y."-EpHES.). J2- J4.

THERE seems to be a keynote in this precious epistle as a golden chain
running through it-a little word, in fact the smallest, being of only two
letters, and yet all-important and indispensiWe. I refer to that little word
.. in," and found it, if I am right, no fewer than twenty times in this
first chapter. How it sets ·forth the all-important question to the heart
of, every redeemed sinner, .. Am I in Christ or am I not?" If I can

'by enabling grace say, f' I know Whom I have believed," and am
therefore in Christ, eternal happiness is my portion. If not in Christ,
oh, how solemn the consideration a»d awful the truth, that I shall hear
from the lips of Him, my Judge,- in that great day... Depart from Me.
I never knew you"! But these Ephesian brethren had the sure confi
dence of the Apostle when he addressed them as .. the faithful in Christ
Jesus." as recipients of .. grace and peace from God our Father and
from the Lord Jesus Cnrist," and were reminded by the Apostle of their
blessedness .. with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ,"
chosen, predestinated, adopted, accepted, yea, all and every conceivable
blessing made over to the believer in and for Christ Jesus' sake. Hence
the vastness of the great mystery of Christ's love for the Church, that
once sinners deserving of hell (and such would have been their portion
but for His amazing love and redeeming grace), and now accepted in the
Belov'ed, and by the Holy Spirit sealed unto the great 'day of redemption.
And thus these sealed ones are irrevocably blessed. They are eternally
safe in Christ Jesus and sealed His for ever and ever, and in Christ from
all eternity, and drawn to Him in time. Oh, the blessedness and cer
tainty of it. Sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, God's royal hall
mark, set apart. sanctified, kept, and to be presented at last before the
presence of His glory. "·Sealed" for all this-and to His eternal
praise ! We all kno,w what, in earthly transactions, the sealing of any
important document means, and what before one or more witnesses the
sealing of a will means, and how that seal cannot legally be broken until
the death of the testator, and what validity to that document does the
sealing convey. And if so in an earthly sense and legal transaction, 0
beloved reader, how far more in the heavenly! Every elect son and
daughter of the Lord God Almighty, called and sanctified through the
truth, is set apart for a holy purpose and sealed once for all with the
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Holy Spirit of promise. Each and all know Whom they have believed,
knowing something of the love of God in their hearts, they love Him in
return. They love Him because He first loved them, and their sealing
holds them unto the day of redemption. They are thus held, preserved
in Christ Jesus for eternal blessings. This is what the Apostle so beauti
fully expresses in Romans viii., wherein he writes how they who have the
e~rnest of the Spirit, and being born from above, do groan and are ever
looking for their promised redemption, and confess themselves by lip and
life that here they are but strangers and sojourners, and are pressing
forward to that blessed exchange from earth to heaven, and for which
they were, when regenerated, sealed. That is the pledge, the earnest of
their inheritance until the redemption of the promised possession (Rom.
viii. 25). And does not all this bring to our humble consideration the
greatness of His eternal love? The Apostle, in Eph. v. 30. exhorts his
brethren that they .. grieve not the Holy Spirit, by Whom they are sealed
unto the day of redemption." Let each reader read the previous verses
and see what the Apostle exhorts his brethren to .. put off." Oh, what
a humbling category we have before us of those sins which do so easily
beset us, and what by grace His sealed ones desire daily grace to put off.
It makes us walk very humbly with our God, considering Who and
What He is, and what manner of persons we ought to be a.s His sealed
ones.

There is, too, a blessed view of what God's sealed ones should desire
and strive to be by enabling grace: Now He which stablisheth us with
you in Christ, and hath given the earnest of the Spirit III our hearts, is He
Who hath sealed us, and would have us to give Him all the glory. If
we take the Apostle of this epistle alone, ,ve find an outstanding example
of our text. What more unlikely vessel of mercy than Saul of Tarsus
to be the chosen vessel of God to bear His name among the Gentiles
and Jews! But the Spirit is sovereign, and whom He wills He selects,
chooses, and anoints, and equips for service. and Saul of Tarsus goes
forth as Paul, the chosen vessel, unto his Master and is anointed to preach
the very things that he had sought to destroy and undo. Oh, the heights
and depths of ,grace! Oh, the irresistible will of our God, and all for
Jesus' sake! The mighty Conqueror had gone before Saul, and like
him, all the elect and anointed family of grace shall be .. more than
conquerors through Him that hath loved them." This sealing finds out
each and all according to thliir day of grace and calling, and He claims
them for His Own... They shall be Mine. saiih the Lord of hosts." Mine
in the counsels of eternity; Mine by the operations of grace in time, and
Mine throughout the blissful ages to come. .. Hall~lujah! Who shall
part Christ's Own Church from Christ's Own heart!" Divinely, irre
vocably sealed, and none can. break that seal nor change the decree. The
redeemed in the Apocalypse are seen as .. having the seal of God in their
foreheads," and the command was given by the angel that they .. hurt
not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees" until that sealing had been
accomplished upon .. the servants of our God." Oh, the blessed cer-
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tainty and preservation to all His sealed ones! How sweetly does dear
Bunyan write when referring to Abel and his acceptable offering.
" F a,ith." he says, .. must look out from home for another righteousness
than his OWI1. which are as filthy rags." and that is just what all the
sealed ones of the Holy Spirit do. They know they have no goodness
of their own to plead; nothing to offer in and of themselves; nothing to
bring with them which would recommend them to God's mercy. But
this graCIous and glorious sealing is a divine work and can never be
undone. Man has no hand in his calling and election. but here is the
divine certainty and blessedness experienced by everyone of God's sealed
ones, which draws them into that inexpr~ssibly dear relationship. .. And
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son int~ your
hearts, crying, Abba, FaHler" (Gal. iv. 6). None but His redeemed
and sealed ones can " Abba. Father" cry! Thus are they made mani
fest, and are persuaded that nothing can separate them from the love of
God in Christ Jesus. No powe~ on earth can break that seal. and the
God of Heaven will never break it. His chosen in Christ are irrevocably
His sealed ones. and from Him they can never be separated.

Beloved reader, this is all a sweet but searching subject. The sealing
of everyone of the redeemed family is spoken of as past'. and once for
all. The witnessing of this gracious and holy work in ollr hearts is the
Spirit's present testimony that .. ye are not your own. Ye have been
bought with such a price." Wherefore what manner of persons ought ye
to be in giving Him all the glory of so great salvation? "Wherefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit. which are His." R.

.. How wonderfully rich is that supernatural revelation as it is found in
the Bible! How far it transcends the revelation of God through nature!
The whole doctrine of the Trinity. the whole appearance and work of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the entire application of the work of Christ to the
believer through the Holy Spirit, the whole glorious promise of a world
to come-these things are not told us through nature; they are told us
in the Bible. and in the Bible alone. They are told us by a revelation
that is not natural, but supernatural."-PRoFESSOR ]. G. MACHEN·

.. I WISH to thank you for the copy of The Gospel Magazine received
recently. I have enjoyed its articles. particularly 'Salvation is of the
Jews.' It struck a sympathetic chord in my heart. One grieves that so
many of God's children are among those who hate the Jewish nation.
• If the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world. what shall
the receiving of them be?' What a wonderful day it will be when their
eyes are opened? "

I '
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~trmOn6 ann ~ote6 of ~ermon~.

THE RISING AND Tf-IE RESTING PRAYER

A SERMON BY IHE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAw.
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" It came to pass. when the ark set forward. that Moses said. Rise up.
Lord. and lel' Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate
Thee /lee bef.ore Thee. And when it rested. he said. Return. 0
Lord. unto the man}) thousands of Israel."-NuMBERS x. 35-36.-

WHEN the ark moves. a praying voice is heard. When the tribes halt.
and tents receive them. again it sounds. Prayer consecrates the going
forth and coming in. It opens the door for .egress. It bolts the resting
place. It is the vanguard to precede. It is the rearguard to lock in. It
sanctifies the extreme links; and so the entire chain.

My soul. oft view this teaching fact. Moses begins and ends with
hands-with eyes-with heart-uplifted. The first-the last look. is
towards heaven. He seeks a journeying blessing ere he stirs. He asks a
resting blessing when he rests.

This is true 'wisdom and real grace. Happy the life which is one
flow of prayer! It is the pilgrim's staff-the warrior's sword-the
pillow of the weary-the refpge of distress-th~ cry which proves the
man to be new-born. It is' the wing on which the soul flies upward. It
is the tongue which asks-the hand which takes-great things. It has
free access to a mercy-seat. and there it carries on a gainful trade.

Believer. to you each day is a new journey. Each circumstance is an
onward step. Each morning calls you to a march. Each night is as the
spreading of a resting tent. Each finished work is as another pause in
your advancing pilgrimage. Let then your progress be one stream of
supplication. None ever prayed enough. Many in life and death bewail
soul-poverty. The cause is poverty of prayer. Much is ill done-much
is undone-because prayer is not well done. What scales can weigh
the profit which might thus be earned! What thought can estimate the
loss which prayerless hours incur!

.. Rise up. Lord!" "Return. 0 Lord!" Such is the Rising and
the Resting Prayer. There is strong purport in the petitions. They are as
arrows wisely pointed to a mark. They breathe a definite design. They
are not weak in vagueness of unmeaning generality. Some prayers are
forms. in which no feature is exact. The words are many. but clear
thought is rare. But true grace always realises need. And then dis
tinctly seeks relief. It asks with known and felt intent.

Let now the substance of these prayers be sifted.,
1. The Rising Prayer. "Rise up, Lord. and let Thine enemies be

scattered; and kt them that hate Thee flee before Thee." Here is
confession that Israel's onward path was thronged with foes. It is so
still, and so will always be. Opposing armies are in front. Each step
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.must be thl'ough hostile ranks. The rest is reached through many a fight.
The Canaanite, the Amorite, the myriads of Satan's seed, still live.
They leave no stratagem untried, no weapon unemployed. There is
no hour when sword and shield may hang unused.

Next, Moses feels that his own might is naught: vain are his counsels:
powerless is his arm. When not upheld, he falls. Unaided, he is driven.
back. His hope, his trust, his ~trength, his armour, his success, his
triumph. are from God. Therefore to God he flees. .. Rise up, Lord."
So now, if God's right hand be not our help, the tide of foes must bear
us down. But God is moved by importunities of faith. .. Rise up,
Lord." is a cry which brings all heaven to aid. It puts sure victory on
the wing. .

Observe here how the prayer of faith yearns for God's glory. .. Let
Thine enemies be scattered." These enemies hate God. They would
impede the progress of His truth. They would extinguish His Word's
light. They would cast down His righteous rule. Can faith sit still, and
see Him thus dethroned? Oh! no. It agonises with desire that He
would vindicate His holy cause, uphold His honour, and add trophies
to His name. .. Rise up, Lord, and let them that hate Thee flee before
Thee! "

Believer act out this pattern. Be zealous for Gud's kingdom. Let
every thought centre in Him. Strive that He may increase. Let Him be
magnified-exalted-glorified-and then care not that self lies low.

Realise, too, your oneness with the Lord. His life is your life. His
death is your death. His resurrection is your revival. In Him you died,
and rose, and sit now at God's right hand. So too, His cause, His foes
are yours; and yours are His. T1ms, when temptations fiercely try, you
may appeal to Him-these are Thy conflicts: .. Rise up, Lord." These
wea\)ons seek Thine injury: .. Rise up, Lord, and let Thine enemies be
scattered; and let them that hate Thee flee before Thee."

2. The Resting Prayer. .. Return, 0 Lord, to the many thousands
of Israel." The going forth would have been ruin, except the Lord
moved in front. The rest will be no rest, unless the Lord return,

. Prayer called Him to precede their steps. Prayer calls Him to abide
around their resting tents. Vast was the multitude. But what are
numbers without God! His presence is their power, their peace, their
joy, their glory, their strength, their fortress, their shield. and their
repose. They know it, and they cry... Return, 0 Lord." ,

Reader. what is your home-what is your heart-if God be absent?
That family alone is blessed in which God has His constant seat. The
board is a sweet feast when He presides. The circle beams with pure
delights when He is seen in every smiling look. The house is sheltered
when His wings spread the canopy around.

But is God willing to abide with men? His Word expels all doubt.
.The promises hang in clusters. .. Draw nigh to God, and He will
draw nigh to you" (] ames iv. 8). Do you ask. But how can one so
vile, se "'Jean. so hateful through iniquity. so stained with sin':; polluting

•
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filth, draw nigh to one so holy and so high? A ready path is open.
Christ is the way. Flee to His arms and you reach God. In Christ
distance is swallowed up, and union is cemented.

Hear next Christ's sweet assurance. .. If a man love Me, he will
keep My words: and My Father willloV'e him, and We will come unto
him. and" make Our abode with him" (John xiv. 23). Give then your
heart to Christ. Make His commands your constant walk. And then
you are the temple of His presence. He will come in, and with Him all
the glories of indwelling Deity.

Heed, too, the wondrous word. ,. Thus saith the high and lolty One
that inhabiteth eternity, Whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit" (Isa.
Ivii. 15). Then ask the Spirit to lead you along humility's low vale.
God will meet you there, and make your heart His home. T.hus you
may be filled with all the fulness of your God-your soul may be' a
present heaven-your eye may ever rest upon His smile-your ear may
ever hear the whispers of His love. At the close of every hour-duty
conflict, pray with undoubting faith, .. Return,.O Lord," and surely
God will come. '

We are next taught that these petitions have enduring life. They are
a model to the end of time. Let none suppose that when the ark crossed
Jordan they were cast aside. Nay rather, they flow on a never~failing

stream. They blossom as an ever-verdant tree. Let David give the<
proof. When ages had flown by he brought the ark, with joyful pomp,
to Zion's hill. Where shall his heart find fitting praise? These words
supply it. .. Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered: let them also
that hate Him flee before Him" (ps. Ixviii. 1). My soul, may you,
too, ever use this prayer-at all times fit.

But these high words from David's lips open a more glorious view.
When he thus sings beside the ark, he has an onward look to Christ. He
sees redemption's Lord riding in redemption's car. He lauds Him as the
mighty conqueror travelling in triumph's pomp. Else, why should he
add, .. Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive:
thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the
Lord God might dwell among them" (Ps. Ixviii. 18). Thou hast done
gloriuusly, as salvation's Captain. All Thy foes, where are they? They
have fled. They are all scattered, as the dust before the wind.

TilUs the Rising and the Resting Prayer, beside the rising and the
resting ark, lead us directly to our conquering and our coming Jesus.
Faith claps the hand, and sings aloud, Here is my Lord!

Y {s, the moving ark is a type of Jesus going forth to cast down rebel
foes. I t is high joy to trace the Antitype's victorious march. How
mightily the Lord advanced! The strength of God was in His arm.
His sword was Deity. His darts were barbed with all Jehovah'smighl.
.. He had on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of
kings, and Lord of lords" (Rev. xix. 16). His foes, indeed, strove
mightily. It was no easy work to rescue souls from Satan's grasp, or to
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lay low the prison-house of darkness. The enemy rushed on, clad in
his fiercest armour, wild in his keenest rage, wily in his deadliest crafts.
He plied his every temptation as a terrific battery. But the true Ark
never quailed. The adversary licked the dust. Malignant passions
maddened in 'opposing breasts. 'The kings stood up-rulers took counsel
-an plots were laid-the ignominious death was planned and executed.
But still the Ark moved on. The cross gave aid, not injury. The grave
could not detain. Death could not vanquish. The gates of hell fly open.,
The mighty Conqueror appears. And as in Canaan, the ark a.scended
Zion's hill amid triumphant shouts, so Jesus mounts on high. The heaven
of heavens receives Him. The Father welcomei the all-conquering
Saviour. Angelic hosts adore the glorious God-man. The Rising
Prayer has full accomplishment, .. Rise up, Lord, and let Thine
enemies be scattered; and let them that hate Thee flee before Thee."

And now from glory's throne He cheers His humble followers in their
desert-march. Their, toils, their conflicts, and their fears are many.
They ofttimes seem as a poor worm beneath the crushing feet. But they
survive-they prosper-they lift up the head. As of old the ark was
victory: so Jesus is victory now. Yes, every child of faith shall surely
set a conquering foot upon the host of foes. Hear this, ye mad opposers,
and desist. Where are the nations who resisted Israel? Where are the
Pharaohs-the beleaguered kings-the Herods-the chief priests-the
Pilates? Share not their malice, lest you share their end. Read in this
word your near destruction, .. Rise up, Lord, and let Thine enemies be
scattered; and let them that hate Thee flee before Thee."

And as the Rising Prayer has never failed, so, too, the Resting Prayer
, now teems with life. .. Return, 0 Lord." Jesus is ready to fly back.

Israel's many thousands wait, but wait not in vain. .. Yet a little while,
I and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry" (Heb. x. 37).

Oh, joyful day! triumphant sight! What ecstacy! what shouts! what
glory! Salvation's Lord returns. Welcome-welcome to Him!

Reader, what will be your state on that bright morn? Will your lips
shout, .. This is the Lord, we have waited for Him"? What is the
answer of your heart? Is it now swelling with the cry, .. Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly"? .. Return, 0 Lord, to the many thousands of
Israel." ,

This is the grand event for which the earth ~ow sighs. And will it
tarry long? Scripture hath long since said, .. The coming of the Lord

• draweth nigh." .. The Judge standeth before the door" (James v.
8, 9). Believer, be wise. Be looking from your watch-tower. Are
there no rays streaking the horizon? Extend the listening ear. Is there

. no sound of chariot-wheels in startling events?

THE English Churchman, under the dilte April 9th, 1948, says: .. The
average person in Britain to-day spends each year £ 15 on alcoholic
drinks, £ 15 85. Od. on smoking, and £3 185. Od. on amusements. In
1938 the figures were £6 7s. Od., £4, and £ 1 18s. Od. respectively."



276 The Gospel Magazine

If
1\

11

Ai HIGH CALLING

PtoPLE have given up talking of the" ·shortage of servants" by now,
for, except here and there, there are really none left. I was reminded
of this, because, in my reading lately, 1 have come across more than one
instance where a servant in the Providence of God has been used to sow
the seed·of the Gospel in the heart of a little child. I think it is sad that
such ministry of Christian servants should be coming to an end. '1 have
a warm remembranc'e of a servant in my childhood's home who often
spoke to me, when 1 was a little girl, of God and His Holy Word,
and taught me to say" Wash me, and 1 shall be whiter than snow."
Perhaps many who read this may have similar childish recollections; and
the ministry of a servant has been mentioned again and again in the lives
of some well-known Christians.

Everyone knows of the great Lord Shaftesbury's dreary childhood.
Neglected in the midst of wealth and comfort by a father who was
absorbed by public duties, and a mother who cared for nothing but gaiety
and pleasure, the lonely little boy found a comforter in the old nurse,
Maria Mills. It was she who first told him the story of Jesus and His
love, and led him to set his affections on things above. Though he was
only seven years old when he was torn from Maria to be sent away to
school, he never forgot her early lessons.

Mary Fletcher, when a little girl, was brought by the Holy Spirrt to
seek the Lord. ' What doubts and fears and stirrings of consclence visited
that small girl's soul! When she was about seven, a maid-servant who
was connected with the Methodists came for a time to work in the house.
This girl knew something of the grace of God in her own heart. When
she found that both Mary and her elder sister were concerned about
their souls, she tried to tell them all she knew. Mary at first jumped to
the conclusion that the way to be saved was to join the Methodists, and
though only seven years old she made up her mind to find the Methodists
and become one of them! But then she read some little books that the
servant gave/ her, and from them she learned that belonging to a church
or sect would not save her; she needed a new heart washed in the blood
of the Lord Jesus. This was a great step; but the servant-girl left, and
the little books were taken away from the children. As Mary says, the
two little girls were left .. like blind persons groping their way in the
dark." But the seed had been sown, and that maid-servant had been
used of God in the sowing which was at last to bring forth fruit to eternal
lik .

Not long after the war which separated England and America, a
young couple were living in the State of Virginia. Hugh Roberts, as I
will call him, came of a rich and cultured family. He was given the best
education that money could procure, and was brought up in the most
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honourable principles. There was no religion 'in the family; but Hugh
wa~ so good and kind and brilliant that in the eyes of the world nothing
more seemed needed. After his University course, he took up the study
of Law, and finally settled down comfortably in his profession. To
complete his good fortune, he married a girl called Caroline. She was a
perfect match for him, in every way his equal, and they loved'each other
dearly.

A year or two later, a little daughter was born. Helen's arrival was
all that was needed to fill the cup of happiness for Hugh and Caroline.
There was no solid foundation for happiness, however, for in that home
the Bible was neglected, church-going was a matter of form only, and
God had no place in their thoughts. It was not surprising that a change
'came. Hugh began to get mixed up with a bad set of men, who latIghed
at the correctness of his life, and mocked what they called his" Puritan"
morals. It was not long before the habit of drink grew upon him, and
he quickly slipped downhill. A miserable time followed. Poor Caroline
was heartbroken at the way her husband's character changed for the
worse, and even little Helen found out that something was wrong. .. Why
did you stay out so long last night, Father? " asked the child at break
fast one morning. .. Mother'was crying," she added reproachfully.
Hugh was cut to the heart by the little oue's question; but he did not
repent.,

And now the Lord's time had come. His ways are not our ways,
and the first sign of His favour to the little family Wa6 in the sudden
desperate illness of the precious little Helen, now nearly five years old.
The young father and mother had the agony of watching the certain
approach of death to their little HeIen. At such times it is as if the
fountains of the great deep were broken up. Realising that the little one
was about cO face eternity, Hugh began to blame himself bitterly for
having done nothing to prepare her for the 'unseen world. The father
and mother had left out entirely all religious teaching, and now what was
to become of their treasure?

The day before she died, Helen stretched out her arms to her father,
and with the most peaceful expression called him to her side.~ .. I'm
dying, Father," said the little girl; .. I'm going to heaven to live with
Jesus! Will you be coming too? " To say that Hugh was astonished
is to put it mildly. It was as if a revelation from heaven had burst upon
him. Helen died in peace; her father's very soul was pierced by the'
discovery of her hope. He became deeply concerned about his soul;
his anxiety infected his wife; and both Hugh and Caroline were found
of the Lord.

But how did little Helen die in faith? That was what her parents
longed to know, and they did all they could to find out. The mystery
was solved before long. Only a few weeks before Helen was taken ill,
her former nurse; passing through the town, spent a few hours with the
little girl. An earnest Christian herself, she soon discovered the child!s
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ignorance of good things: and in that short time she taught Helen all she
could of the good news that the Lord Jesus had come to die for sin~ers.
It was enough; the seed thus sown bore fruit tQ eternal life not only in
little Helen's soul, but in her parents.' Is anything too hard for the
Lord? DAMARIS.

THE USE OF TIME

TIME is like life, a wonderful, invisible and undefinable reality, that
God has wisely appointed. All receive equally this pre~ious .. inco~e,"
but ali do not use it equally. As food is not food fo us till mixed with
our living and assimilating powers and as .. the word preached" does
not profit unless" mixed with faith" (Heb. i'l. 2), so time must have
godly appropriation. The real value is through a graciously arranged
compound-a living person laying hold of time, as it were, to do the will
of God. Our life needs time and place to express itself, in holy
dependence upon God.

Men speak of .. killing time "-they cannot. They can only" kill "
its opportunities, by sin. The word .. pastime" has a suggestive
thought: we should not only let time" pass," rather we would realise the
joy and privilege of occupying till the Lord comes.

Time belongs to God: the right use is in godly proportion. We are not
always eating, but we need our daily bread: we are not always speaking,
but" speech always with grace" is to Hi3 glory. We are not always on
our knees, but it is well to pray much. Even sleep is God's gift to His
beloved (Ps. cxxvii. 2): it is not a wasted time, but an indication of our
dependence, and the 'need for rest, a witness against feverish rush.
Thus, if we .. redeem the time" (Eph. v. 16), we shall seek God's
guidance in the use of all which He entrusts. To" waste" things, or
time, will pain us: we shall .be thankful to blend all, that there may be
worship, waiting, walking, working, and witness, and all the varied
blessings which are ordained for God's children. A long life is that
which pleases God, and which is filled with His will. It may not have
so muc~ before men as a flurried mechanised whirl of human business,
but that is not success. Christ's time of quiet 'was equally precious to the
Father. The meditation of the psalmist was God's delight, and his.
Some are too busy for communion. They measure by the outward and
not by the inward, by man's opinion rather "than God's will.

We speak of having" no time." All have time: we mean that we
Wish to use it otherwise. We refer to .. losing time" and .. wasting
time." All is lost, however active we are, unless we are in God's will.
Let us bring everything, including our time, even as the five loaves and
two fishes, to Him that He may appoint the true use. Time continually
flows on, and we have it fresh daily, we cannot store jt up. We must
either appropriate it now, or neller. 0 that there may be a - holy
wakefulness. P.H.

-'
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THE LORD'S SUPPER

THE ordinance which our L~rd Jesus Christ instituted in the night of
His betrayal is called by two names in the New Testament. In the Acts
of the Apostles1t is called .. breaki~g of bread," and in the first Epistle
to the Corinthians it is called" The Lord's Supper." The title, .. Holy
Communion " is not found in the N ew Testament. The Prayer Book
has" The Order for the Administration of 'the Lord's Supper, or Holy
Communion," and it is remarkable that in the Church Catechism the title
" Lord's Supper" occurs five times, and the title" Holy Communion"
not at all. If we keep close to Scripture we shall prefer the title" Lord's
Supper" to that of .. Holy Communion." This title indicates that it is
a meal instituted by the Lord. He it was Who took bread: :save thanks
to God for providing it, and then brake it, and bade His disciples to
partake of it in remembrance of Him..It is thus a Divine ordinance, and
it is a Supper which is to be distinguished from an ordinary supper. To
partake of it as one's own supper and merely for the satisfaction of one's
bodily wants is clearly contrary to the teaching of Scripture. The title
.. Supper" is also in harmony with the time of its institution. It
was instituted by the Lord " the same night in which He was betrayed."
It cannot be wrong, therefore, to partake of it in the evening. If the
Lord Himself instituted it at an evening meal, an evening administration
of the Lord's Supper has the full sanction of His authority. Moreover,
the Greek word translated "supper" means .. a formal meal iisually
held at evening." We remember reading that when someone contended
that the fact that the Lord having instituted the Supper in the evening
should be regarded as an exception, the late Bishop Jeune of Peter·
borough replied, .. Then let my Lord's exception be my rule."

. I

There can be no doubt that the now common practice of what are
called .. early communions" is largely due to the error of insisting on
fasting before coming to partake of the Lord's Supper. This doctrine is
wholly unscriptural. It was .. as they were eating" that Jesus took
bread and instituted the Supper. The disciples were partaking of the
feast of the Passover, and no doubt they had already partaken of much
food during the early part of the day, ere they for the first time partook'
of the Lord's Supper. It is plain also that the disciples at Troas came
together to break bread in the evening, and therefore they did not come
fasting. Mo/eover, the Apostle Paul expressly enjoined that if any man
hungered ere he came to the Lord's Supper, he was to eat at home; it is
therefore much to be wished that Evangelical clergymen would avoid
encouraging the superstition of .. fasting communion" by introducing
early administrations of the Lord's Supper. It may also be pointed out
that m~ny administrations of the Locd's Supper on any one day tends to
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break up the unity of the body of Christ in any given place. The ideal
thing, surely, is for all the believers connected with any particular congre
gation to partake of the Lord's Supper together. At T roas .. the
disciples" (presumably all of them who could do so) .. came together to
break bread." The modern practice of having .three or four administrac..
tions. of the Lord's Supper on one day breaks up the unity of those
members of the Lord's family icormected with a church in any particular
place, with the result that parents, children and servants partake of the
Lord's Supper at different times. Husbands are separated from their
wives, and brothers from sisters, and masters from servants, instead of all
the believers in one place gathering round the table of the Lord together.
We try to have famiiy gatherings of those who are related to one another
in'the flesh, but we deliberately prevent such family gatherings in regard
to those who are spiritually related to each other,

The Lord's Supper is a symbolical feast. When our Lord took the
bread in His hand and said, .. This is -My body," He evidently meant,
.. This represents My body," and when He took the cup and said of its
contents, .. This is My blood," He evidently meant, .. this represents
My blood." Moreover these symbols point to His death. The bread
represents His body given in death for His people. The wine represents
His blood-the blood of the new covenant-which was shed for many
to secure the remission of their sins. It follows that as often as we eat
this bread and drink this cup we proclaim to one another and to ourselves
the Lord's death till He come. The Lord's Supper brings to our mind
the great foundation truth of the Gospel-the substitutionary, atoning
and sacrificial death of our Lord Jesus Christ. It reminds us of His
obedIence unto death, even the death of the cross. It reminds us of the
great truth which runs through the whole Bible that .. without shedding
of blood is no remission." It reminds us of the great Gospel truth that
.. we have redemption through His blood, .the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace." It was to secure the great new
covenant ble3sing of forgiveness that He shed His blood, and on the
ground of thatbloodshedding Jehovah's new covenant promise to His
believing people is, .. I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more." Our Lord instituted
the Supper in order that His people might continually keep in memory
the death which He endured in order to secure their deliverance from the
curse of the law. Hence He said, .. This do in remembrance of Me."
They are to partake of the bread in memory of His body being given for
them. They are to partake of the wine in memory of, His blood being
shed to secure the remission of their sins. Scripture records His resur
rection and His ascension and it foretells His coming again, but the
Lord's Supper is designed only that we may remember His death. .. To
the end that we should alway remember the exceeding great love of our
Master, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, and the
innumerable benefits which by His precious blood-shedding He hath
obtained to us; He hath instituted ami ordained holy mysteries, as pledges

I
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",
of His love, and for a continual remembrance of His death, to our great
and endless comfort" (Prayer Book).

This Supper was instituted for believers only. It is they who are
bidden by their Lord and Master to partake of it in remembrance of
Him. The Apostle Paul gives instructions as to partaking of the Lord's
Supper to the Corinthian saints, to those who had been washed, sanctified
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

, All believers are commanded by their Lord to partake of the Supper.
If, they fail to do SG, they are disobeying their Lord and Saviour.
Believers only, however, should draw near to the Lord's Table. No
others should be encouraged to do so, whether confirmed or unconfirmed.
The teaching in the pulpit should fence the table of the Lord.

f. ,

I
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REVELAT.I6N XIV. 14

Called by Jesus-called to follow
Him Who bore the cross of shame;

Called to wait the brig'ht to-morrow;
Called to glorify His Name. i

Chosen e'er the world was founded; •
Chosen in the Son of God;

Chosen e'er the Gospel sounded
To be saved by precious Blo:>d.

Chosen vessels--though but earthen
Bearing yet His living . Word,

Leading thirsty, heavy laden
Souls to Jesus Christ our Lord.

Chosen, too, His flock tOo cherish:
Lambs with Gospel milk to feed,

Sheep with stronger meat to nourish;
Fleeing not in danger's need.

Faith/ul? Make me so, Lord Jesul!
Walk with me, and make me see

'With prophetic eyes the triumph
Blood-bought ones shall ,share with Thee.

Called and Chosen, and made Faith/ul,
Grant us, Lord, Thine Own sweet peace;

Keep us Prayerful, make us Watchful,
'Till the storms cf time shall cease.

].G.E.

• i \
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3Jn ~tmoriam.

DAVID ALFRED ALEXANDER, M.B., Ch.B., OF BRISTOL

IT was a great and solemnisingsho~k Wilich came to us' on the morning
of July 1st to learn by telegram from Bristol that Dr. Alexander had
very suddenly died from heart failure on the af~ernoon or evening of
June 30th..

It was his half-day holiday, and he was spending it in the Quantocks.
He had carried in his pocket a little Psalter, and this showed that he
had read the Psalms for the day that afternoon in the Quantocks. for
over Psalm 149 he had written, "Will's Neck, 30.7.1948. Laus
Deo!" Near to this place, we understand, he was fo'und dead," near
his bicycle. The very sad and sudden news was specially solemnising l
to us, because our daughter (Dr. Lydia M. Houghton) was his partner, a
and was expecting on the day the telegram reached us to travel to Devon t
and spend a fortnight's holiday there with us. The Lord, however, ,
ordered it otherwise.

We have known Dr. Alexander for over 45 years, though only seeing
him occasionally. He was born at Carnoustie, in Scotland, in the year
1872. He was the sofJ. of the late Mr. George Alexander, of Birken-
head, who had for many years written the Protestant Beacon articles in [
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He was educated at Birkenhead and at
Liverpool University. He married Miss Florence Hockley in 1899,
having qualified in 1898. He began his practice as a medical man in
Bristol, so that he might attend the ·ministry of the late Rev. James I
Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary-le-port, and the highly-esteemed Editor t
of this Magazine. At first he began his practice in Berkeley Square. r
Later he bought the Redfield practice (Bristol) and was there for 42 t
years. For many years he was churchwarden at St. Mary-le-Port, first
to Mr. Ormiston and afterwards to two subsequent Rectors. He often .•
told patients to read their Bibles, especially the Psalms and Jeremiah.'
He, himself, read chapters of the Bible regularly morning and evening.
He was a regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE "all through his life,
and often commented approvingly on many of its articles.

The Br,istoil Evening fast tells us he had five sons and three daugh
ters.One of the daughters died in March last. One of the sons was
with the medical staff in the Forces in West Africa, a second is in the
Colonial Service in Malaya, another recently returned home from the
India Civil Service, another has been in the British Consular Service in
South America,· while a fifth is a clergyman in Devonshire. One of 'the
surviving daughters is a lecturer in art at Birmingham University, and
the other is married and lives in Oxford. I '

A writer in the Bristol Evening Post of july 6th says: "By the death
of Or. Alexander, there must be many people in Redfield and St. George I
who feel they have not only lost their doctor, but an old friend as well.

..• ~'" .•J-~~,•.:,••".,.... J



I have known him for more than 40 y~ars, and.it always struck me that
he took not only a professional but a personal interest in his patients. I
have known him visit a panel patient three times in one day. He not only
professed Christianity, but tried to practice it in his daily life, and lived
to serve. A friend remarked to me to-day, 'He was' one of God's
O'¥n gentlemen.' " ,

Dr. Alexander was 76 years of age and seemed likely to live for
many more years. The Lord's time, however, had come. Our warrn.
and tender Christian sympathy goes out to Mrs. Alexander and her.
family in this very heavy trial, and we also very warmly sympathise with
Dr. Alexander's sisters, who feel his removal acutely.
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.. WHAT SEEST THOU?"
J EREMJAH, what .seest thou? Amos, what seest thou? What a beauti~

ful sight met the eyes of Adam and Eve when they beheld their garden in
the perfection of its beauty. Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy
elders .. saw the God of Israel." Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted
up. Ezekiel saw the visions of God. And yet the Lord Jesus said to
His disciples that their eyes were blessed above many prophets and
righteous men, for they .. beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full'of grace and truth "-not high and lifted
up on a throne, but among them as one that served, that ministered to
them: met their sad needs, comforted them, taught them and taught them
again and told them of the decease which He must accomplish at
Jeru!;alem. How much had already been revealed to Simeon, wherl he
took the Babe up in his arms and said, "Mine eyes have seen Thy
Salvation "?~when, having received the Promise, and seen the end of
his faith, he wanted to die?

A brother of mine died recently: suddenly breathed his last on the
countryside, whither he had gone, as often before, for an afternoon's
relaxation. There was a.small Psalter in his pocket. He always carried
it on such excursions, and dated various Psalms. This time he had
manifestly read the last two hymns of praise, Psalms J49 and JSO,
had dated them, put the name of the spot, and underneath had written
.. Laus· Deo," and within an hour or less was gone to praise the Lord
indeed and for ever. He had loved the ministers and the people of God.
It was no wonder if they at times in years gone by, questioned his
whereabouts in spiritual things, because he had to wade through the
damps and doubts of uncertainties as regards doctrine. He did so from
childhood, asked questions, was never satisfied with the answers.' He
found .. the simplicity of the Gospel" to be a mystery-all the while
having but one resolve: "Thy people shall be my people." And so he
wandered in the wilderness, in a solitary way. But one by one he
dropped his doubts and perplexities. At times the love of God overcame
him, as, for instance, when on more than one occasion he could scarcely
read through (from the lectern) the account of ]acob at PenieI. One
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night he lay sleepless after it had been borne, in on him that it was the.
plea of their father's love that overcame the long-lost Joseph. He had a
way of writing short discourses on the Lord's Day afternoon. The last
of these, written three days before his departure, was on the words, .. If
ye shall enter into My rest." In it he mentioned the Lord's precious
invitation, .. Come unto Me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest," the rest in which God rested. In one of his recent

,letters he wrote of knowing peace as a,sacred divine reality. Very many
•mourn his departure.

What a mystery the life of God in the soul is! Who can know it?
" The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth. So is every
one that is born of the Spirit." The seed groweth we know not how,
but as soon as the corn is ripe, •• immediately he putteth in the sickle, for
the harvest is come." "Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant depart
111 peace." FOLLOWER-ON.

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY

MORE than twenty years have elapsed since, with the death of the late
John E. Hazelton, the regular inclusion of small contributions from the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
came to an end. In recommencing ,this series the Society's Committee
take this opportunity of expressing their warmest thanks to the Editor for
the .privilege once again granted them to bring regularly to the notice of
the readers various aspects of its activities: Those principles of Reformed
Evangelical religion for which this Magazine has been a foremost witness
and contender, are also the principles upon which the Society was
founded one hundred and forty-one years ago, providing a bond of unity
and Christian interest which has been helpful in the past and, with the
blessing of God upon it, will prove beneficial in the future.

Foremost in the minds of many supporters is the opening on July 1st
of the Nursing Wing which has been added to the Brighton Home,
when a large company of more than three hundred assembled to hear the
address of Mr. John Raven, of Horley, and to witness his opening of the
new building, afterwards inspecting the wards. Everyone associated in
this extension of. the Society's work has been encouraged in the marked
way in which every stage of the project has proceeded. At a time when
controls and restrictions of supplies have impeded elsewhere, this effort
from' beginning to end was without hindrance of any kind; so different
from the average effort of these days and unmistakably, we believe, due
to the governing influence and power of God. In the matters of money
and staff His provision is also shown, for, with the gifts and collections
taken on the day, and allowing for the capital sum allocated py the
parent Committee, every charge had been met. A suitable nursing staff,
though the national shortage of su'chis greater tha!,! ever before, is already
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engaged and at work. The Committee would a~cribe all prais~ and
honour to Almighty God for His power applied in all these matters,
and desire still His blessings upon this Nursing ?ection in its operations,
that aged and afflicted ones of the household of faith may therein find
ease'ment, comfort and sympathy, rendered as unto Him. They are
encouraged to proceed with plans for further nursing accommodation in
other Homes, though realising that not only capital outlay is required, but
increased maintenance charges will be incurred.

-THE SECRETARY OF THEA.P.F.S.

THE INROADS OF WORLDLINESS u'PON CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP AND WORK '

By THE LATE REV. ]. E. SAMPSON.

(A Word to' Ministers in 1878)
EVER since sin entered into the world, and the grace of God appeared in
the sillvation of men, there has always been a clear and broad distinction
between the Church ans the world. '

It is seen in the first -promise-there is the seed of the woman-and
there is the seed of the serpent.

These'two clearly defined lines run throughout the entire course of the
inspired history. From Cain and Abel down to the rejection of Christ;
and from the cross, by which the world is crucified unto the Church and
the Church unto the world, onward through the present dispensation to
the times of the restitution of all things, when the Lord comes in His
glory and the distinctIon disappears in the kingdom of Christ and -of God.

It is not a mere distinction, it is a separation. There are no points of
contact. The flesh can never become spiritual, nor the spirit in any
degree carnal. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit." As the seed of ,Seth was a distinct line
from that of Cain; as Abraham was a stranger in the land of promise; as
Israel was a nation separate from the other nations of the earth and for
bidden to ally themselves with them; so, in a truer and stricter sense, the
children of God are a family separate from the world.

This separation is clearly indicated in Holy -.scripture. "Love not
the world. neither the things that are in the world-all that is of the
world is not of the Father but of the world." "Be not conformed to
this world, but be ye transformed." "Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? and
'what concord hath Christ with Belial? and what part hath a believer with
an unbeliever? and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell
in them and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be
My people. Wherefore: come out from among them and be J)e separate,
silith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you

/
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and be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons imd daughters, saith
the Lord Almighty." .

These words, and such as these, have not lost any of their meaning.
They set forth the attitude of the Church and the world one towards the
other as being one of absolute enmity and hatred and conflict. The
words of our Lord Jesus show this: .. If ye were of the world. the world
would love his own, but because ye are not of the world, therefore the
world hateth you." It has been so from the beginning. .. Cain rose up
against Abel his brother and slew him." Cain was of that wicked one;
Abel was of God. And all along the ages .. he that was born after the
flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit. Even so it is, now."
.. I have given them Thy word, and the world hath hated them, because
they are not of the world even as I am not of the world."

And the figures used to describe the Church strikingly illustrate this
a vineyard walled, a garden enclosed, -a kingdom having its own Lord
and its own laws, the children of God, the body of Christ, the virgin
espoused to one husband, the flock, the house, the temple, the habitation
of God-the Church ofthe first-born whose names are written in heaven.

And the contrasts given in Scripture make the line of demarcation still
more distinct. There are the good fish and the bad, the wheat and the
tares, light and darkness, life and death, the children of God' and the
children of the wicked one.

And Holy Scripture does not represent this difference, this enmity, and
opposition, as if it would be gradually softened down, and fade away as
the age advances. On the other hand it appears to become more intense
as the end of the age draws near. .. Evil men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived." .. In the last days
perilous times shall come," and the safety and happiness and holiness and
power of the Church of God, in the midst of these predicted perils and
deceptions, lie in the clea; recogniti'on and maintenance of this distinction.
Wherever in the past the Church 'has taken common ground with the
world, there have been weakness and failure and ruin. Wherever the
people of God have been kept apart (and this has generally been by

. means of persecution), they have been safe and prospered. The preserva
tion of the Church has a!ways been in its purity; its safety in its separa

. tion; and this is as true of each member as it is of the body. Abraham
prospered a stranger apart. Lot was overcome a citizen of Sodom.. And
Sodom is the type of the ehd of this dispensation.

The safety of the Church being in its separation, and the object ~f
Satan being to ruin the Church, his chief aim is to tone down the differ
ences between the-two, and thus to ignore and destroy their divinely
marked distinction.

His first effort has been by raising and putting in action the world's
opposition, against the servants of Christ. But persecution has always
signally failed. Wherever there has been Abel slain, God has raised up
Seth in his place. No Canaanite could ever overcome faithful Israel..

!
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The blood of the martyrs has always been the seed of the Church.
Satan has never triumphed when he has appeared as an o,peir enemy.

His succ~ss has always been in deceit. He is a liar and the father of
it. He fails as a lion; he succeeds as a serpent. .. The serpent beguiled
Eve through his subtlety." .. So," says the Apostle, .. I fear lest he
should corrupt your minds from the simplicity that is in Christ"-from
the singleness of your heart towards Christ. We read of his devices, his'
subtlety, his wiles, his snares, his darts, his depths.

When he overcomes, it is by deceiving, and in this way, as I read
prophecy he will overcome in the end of the age deceiving the whole
world. I

The chief medium through which he works is the world. He is the
god and prince of this world. He is .. the spirit who now worketh in the
children of disobedience." .. The whole world lieth in the wicked one.'"
By this means he approaches the Church. If he cannot assault her, he
will corrupt her. He deceives before he destroys. He entangles before
he overcomes. The kings of the earth cannot destroy the woman, but
they seduce her. She commits fornication with the powers of the world.
The Church becomes a harlot. Invincible while militant, she is over
matched and over-mastered when she stoops to dally with the world.

It has always been so, .. the sons of God went in unto the daughters
of men." Thence came the Hood. Israel was safe from Moab's armies,
but Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor. The people were seduced.

" They vex you" (not with their swords, but) .. with their wiles where-'
with they have beguiled you,"

It would be easy to illustrate this point by many Scripture examples,
and warnings, 'and prophecies.

Let one example suffice. There was no king so great, so strong, so
safe as Solomon. But his end was gloom and darkness. And how was
he overcome? Not by surrounding armies, but by worldly alliances. He
worshipped God, but he worshipped Ashtoreth as well. He followed

~ the religion of ]ehovah, and that magnificently, and he followed also the
religion of the world. •

The history of the rise of popery is another striking example of this.
The Church resisted the world's force, but she yielded to its favour. •

The inroads of worldliness upon Christi~n worship and work, and
organisation, are a fearful and portenteous sign in these present times.
Does not our chi.ef peril lie, and often lie unsuspected, in this? As a ,
raging persecuting demon the adversary has now, for a time, disappeared,
but he is among us as .. an angel 0,[ light."

It is painfully apparent that he is now only too succ.essful in his
endeavour to level up the broad gulf, which God has placed between the
Church and the world.
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Is it not becoming increasingly evident in our worship? The services
in the churches and chapels of our land are too often ordered purposely
rather to attract and please the carnal, than to edify 'and help the '
spiritual. There is outward show, there is imposing ceremony, and there
are sensuous adjuncts by which the eye, and the ear, and the feelings of
the world are gratified. The structure of the service is so framed that it
may gratify the natural taste of the converted and the unconverted, with
out excluding either. And so a large congregation becomes a test of
ministerial success, rather than the conversion of sinners and the piety and
the purity of the people of God.

One consequence of this is, that the people are so occupied by the
musical performance, and the time is so elongated in its execution, that
the preaching of the Word of God is thrust into a corner, and a sermon
.of more than ten minutes is scarcely tolerated.

Then activity, and zeal, and sincerity, and Ireverence, are accepted as
tokens of life, rather than spirituality and sanctification, and the joy of

. faith. The worldly, attracted to the worship, become sharers in the UJor~

of the church. .. Church work" takes the place of Christian work.
The outward is more thought of than the inward. The Church is
becoming more and more merged in the world. To distinguish is to be
deemed uncharitable, to stand apart is to be censoriou.s. And yet Noah
walked with God, and by his righteousness he condemned the world.

And now the work of the Church, having this worldly element in it,
takes other lines. Instead of the quiet district visi~or and the teacher
ministering the simple Gospel of Christ; or rather, perhaps, side by side
with these, there are readings, and recitations, and entertainments, and
glee singings. and public concerts. and even theatrical performances.
The names of clergymen, and their wives and daughters, are placarded
in the streets to appear on the public platform for the attraction and
ammement of the worldly._ So the Church of Christ is betrayed into the
arms of the world. They worship and they work as one; they rejoice
together. .. I am as thou art, my people as thy people. my horses as
thy hors~s."

( To be continued)

EDITORIAL

RECEIVED by the Editor, with many thanks: Mr. L. G. Mills ,: Mr.
Hector Cameron ; Mr. C. D. Milton; Mrs. R. CowelI ; Miss J. Alexander;
Mr. F. Naylor ; Miss L. Ormiston ; Dr. L M. Houghton.

EXTRACTS 'FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From Stornaway: "Your Magazine is highly prized in our home for
the iound teaching to be found in it."
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