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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

•• Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able tocomfOrl

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourseivell are

comforted of God."-2 CORIt-THIANS i. 4.

DIVINE CALLING.

]OSEPH IRONS.

My DEAR SIMEON,

There is one invariable way in which God puts a sinner in pos
session of the blessings of the gospel. and treasures of the covenant
of grace; viz. by opening personal intercourse between himself and
the soul, which is in scripture language calling him by his grace.
Gal. 1 : 15.

Not one spiritual blessing can be enjoyed prior to this call, nor
can one good thing fail, which the Lo~d hath spoken unto the
house of Israel subsequent to it. It is therefore of peculiar import.
ance to "give diligence to make your calling, and election sure."
2 Peter 1 : 10. In this momentous affair I am desirous to afford you
a little assistance, and have now taken up my pen for that purpose.

To set the subject in a clear light, I must apprize you, that I am
not now treating of the open and general call, or proclamation ;Jf
the gospel, alluded to Proverbs 8 :4 and Matthew 22 : 14, but of the
spiritual and internal call, by which a sinner's heart is broken,
and a divine change is effected in him.
. This calling, not only reaches the ear, but awakens the conscience
of the sinner to spiritual concern; it presents eternal realities to
his view, and is nothing less than the communication of divine life
to his soul, which appears in the Saviour's asseveration, "verily,
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verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is when the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall
live." John 5: 25. It is therefore something more than natural
cause, and natural effect; it is the secret, but powerful, voice of
Jehovah-Jesus, asserting his right to the purchase of his blood. and
demanding them, by supernatural power and influence, away from
the hand of an usurper by whom they have been enslaved.

I.¥vine calling is the uniting link in the chain of gospel truth,
and a firm hold of this will enable my dear young friend to reco~nize

his interest in the whole economy of grace, and appropriate all the
fulness of Christ, I will, therefore, dwell a little minutely upon it,
and beseech the Holy Spirit to give his blessing to the observations
I shall here submit to public view.

To begin with its order, we observe, it is said to be accordi!'; to
the divine purpose, Romans 8 : 28, i.e. the calling of a sinner by
grace, is regulated by the eternal purpose of God, as it regards the
individual-the time-and the means to be employed. This is a
most delightful fact, inasmuch as it encourages the poor sinner,
called of God, to look back with inexpressible delight upon ever
lasting purposes, entered into by the eternal THREE on his behalf,
and constrains him to love and trust the God that thought of him
from eternity; " for whom he did predestinate, them he also called,"
nor can all the power of hell and sin, prevent the calling and
salvation of those on whom Jehovah's purpose of love is fixed.

Divine sovereignty is stamped on every instance of divine calling;
neither the will of man, natural affection, nor moral worth are
consulted. " I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and
I will bring you to Zion." J er. 3 : 14, and, do we not often see the
husband-the wife-the parent-the child, called by grace, and
made a new creature in Christ Jesus, while the hearts of all the
rest of the family remain enmity against God?

But, whenever God calls, he calls effectually, Satan may have
fortified the mind with ten thousand prejudices, but when God
speaks, they all give way; and though, in the open proclamation of
the gospel, God called, and the sinner refused, yet, when he speaks
to the heart, the answer is, " Lord what wilt thou have me to do;"
his will is changed, his enmity is subdued, his eyes are opened, and
he is "called out of darkness into God's marvellous light," yea,
though old companions, old pursuits, and old corruptions, resist, and
rage, divine calling can never be withstood, because the divine
purpose from which it proceeds can never be revoked: there is a
power accompanying this effectual call, before which nothing can
stand; nor ~an persecution, priva.tion, or death, prevent the mighty
change whIch must take place III him whom the Lord our God
shall call.
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The express object of this divine call is beautifully stated by the
apostle in his epistle to the Romans, chap. 1 : 7, "Beloved of God,
called to be saints,;" i.e. called to be set apart from the world for
God, to be sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and introduced to the
privileges and portion of the saints: hence the same apostle calls it
a holy calling-a high calling-a heavenly calling, etc., because
we are thereby made partakers of the divine nature, which is holy,
introduced to high privileges, and qualified for heavenly inter
course; all which is profound mystery, prior to divine calling, and
consequently is despised as enthusiasm, shunned as presumption,
or guarded against as extravagance. But the soul called with an
holy calling, finds that all his holiness is in his participation of the
divine nature, Christ dwelling in him; all his privileges are the
gifts of sovereign grace, unbounded as the everlasting covenant, and
unconditional as the bestow~ent of his natural existence; yea, all
his qualification to enjoy God and heaven, is wrought in him hy
the mighty operation of the Holy Spirit, so that he is nothing, has
nothing, can do nothing good without Christ; but by this high
calling, he is brought to discover that Christ is every thing, has
every thing, and does every thing good, for him, and in him.

Happy, thrice happy, the souls who arrive at the holy assurance
expressed by Isaiah, " Lord, th,ou wilt ordain peace for us. for thou
also hast wrought all our works in us." Isaiah 26: 12. This· is
indeed high calling, "wherefore also I pray always for you" (my
dear Simeon) " that our God would count you worthy of this calling,
and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of
faith with power." 2 Thess. 1: 11. "Faithful is he that calleth
you, who also will do it." We are said to be admitted to a par
ticipation of all that is in Christ by this calling, and to have our
union with him effected and made known by the same medium;
thus I understand the apostle, when he says, "God is faithful, by
whom ye were caned unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord," 1 Cor. 1: 9, i.e. called to discern and appropriate his
infinite fulness of merit and grace, yea, himself, as our wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption: and to enjoy holy
intimacy with him, in all his covenant offices and relations.

Divine calling is the porch to gospel liberty, "for brethren, ye
have been called unto liberty," Gal. 5 : 13, that is, to be liberated
from the galling yoke of sin, and from the power of the law, as a
covenant of works, to the enjoyment of the full and free salvation
that is in Christ Jesus; so that the soul called by grace, can no
longer be held in the service of sin, nor is he any more exposed
to the curse of the law, but is pardoned fully, and justified freely,
and is entitled to the liberty of a child of God, in which all the
promises of the gospel may be embraced-the righteousness of
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Christ claimed as His own-the fulness of the covenant lived upon
as his portion-and the throne of grace approached with holy
familiarity. .

Moreover, there is an inseparable connexion between divine
calling, and eternal glory, "for whom he called, them he also
justified, and whom he justified, them he also glorified; hence the
apostle Peter informs us, that" the God of all grace hath called
us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus," 2 Peter 5: 10, so that
effectual calling is the fruit of electing love, and the pledge of
eternal glory; both which may be claimed by the soul that can
make his calling sure.

Electing love-divine calling-and eternal glory, are the three
points of our theological triangle, within which, all that pert~~ins to
man's salvation is included; every other doctrine-every pronise
every precept-and every feature of Christian experience, ,,,ill be
found within their sacred lines, nor can sin, death, or helL time
or eternity, dissolve the connexion which exists between them.

By this time, my dear Simeon is anxious, no doubt, to trace
the evidences of divine calling in the heart, as a matter of essential
moment, and I will close the foregoing remarks, by offering a little
assistance for that important purpose; praying the Holy Spirit to
carry on his own work thereby, in the heart of the reader, and
of the writer.

The Lord calls all his people to be soldiers, therefore if you are
putting on the armour of God, and fighting the good fight, i.e.
maintaining perpetual war with sin, especially within your own
heart, this proves divine calling. Again," God hath not called
us unto uncleanness but unto holiness," therefore, if holiness is
the element to which you are aspiring, and everything unholy is
obnoxious to you, then it is certain God hath called you; in a
word, if Christ is precious to you-if His cross is your glory-if
His love constrains you to cultivate intimacy, with Him. you may
join in the apostolic song of praise to God, "who hath saved us,
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but, according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us
in Christ Jesus before the world began." 2 Tim. 1 : 9.

I therefore beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith you are called," Eph. 4: 1, and let the peace of God
rule in your heart, to the which also ye are called, and be thankful,
Col. 3 : 15. "As he which hath called you is holy, so, be ye holy
in all manner of conversation." 1 Peter 1 : 15.

I remain, my dear Simeon,

Your affectionate fellow traveller to glory,

].1.



The Gospel Maga~ine

THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

261

TURN to Colossians 1, verses 13 to 20. This is one of the most
wonderful passages in the New Testament.

Three times the thought of POWER occurs in it. All three words
are the same in English; but all three words are different in the
Greek.

(a) cc The power of darkness "-there the Greek word means
authority. While we were unbelievers we were under Satan's
authority or lordship.

(b) cc According to His glorious power "-that is a Strong word,
(referring to our Blessed Lord). The R.V. translates it " the might
of His Glory."

(c) But the Strongest word of all is in verse 11 : cc Strengthened
with all might.'I1 The R.V. tells us in the margin that
" strengthened" means made powerful! It is the word from which
we got our English word dynamite! How wonderful!

But what is St. Paul talking about here? He is talking about the
wonderful Love of our Lord for His believing people, and the
wonderful power He has which enabled HIM to carry through to
the uttermost His Redeeming Love and Salvation in saving those
who put their trust in His Mercy.

What, exactly, has our Lord done for His believing people?
St. Paul answers us.

1. HE HAS DELIVERED THEM FROM THE POWER OF DARKNESS.
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great Light!
But for that deliverance we could have no hope hereafter. "There
shall in no wise enter into the heavenlies anything that defileth."

II. HE HAS TRANSLATED THEM INTO HIS OWN KINGDOM (Verse
13). YES, He has translated them into His own Kingdom! They
simply could never do that for themselves. But He has done this
for them. We are no longer under the lordship of Satan. We are
His (Christ's) though we do not deserve to be, if we believe.

Ill. HE HAS REDEEMED THEM THROUGH HIS OWN BLOOD and
Sacrifice on Calvary. What that meant for HIM of shame and
pain and spitting and darkness, we shall never know. But He
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came to do this marvellous work, and as He died He said with joy,
" It is finished!" That Sacrifice will never need to be repeated.

IV. HE GIVES· THEM FORGIVENESS OF ALL THEIR SINS. We
have redemption. We have forgiveness if we believe in Him and
trust His Promises. Thank God! How undeserved! But how
loving and glorious is HIS LOVE.

V. HE IS THE HEAD OF HIS CHURCH (Verse 18). I wonder
whether the Pope' of Rome has ever read these words and under
stood them! It pleased the Father that in HIM, IN CHRIST, should
all fulness dwell (verse 19). How we need to get down on our
knees often and daily to thank HIM for all this wonderful redeeming
Love to undeserving sinners! H. A. L.

tailgrim ~apCr6.

WELLSPRINGS.

THE GRACE OF SILENCE.

" But the people held their peace, and answered him not a word:
for the King's commandment was, saying, " Answer him not."
-2 KINGS 18: 36.

THIS Second Book of Kings, from which our text is taken, contains
the reigns of Hezekiah, Manasseh, Josiah. etc., and covers the
history of about 344 years. The subject under our consideration
is Hezekiah, and one cannot but read his life without gratitude

. and encouragement and admiration of the grace which made him
to differ in the sovereignty of our God.

For he had not the advantage of a godly father; for of Ahaz
we read these solemn words: "He did not that which was right
in the sight of the Lord his God, like David his father" (2 Kings
16: 2). The reign of Ahaz had been a very wicked one. He
followed every abomination of the heathen in their false worship
and sacrificing, and in every act of his reign he was defiant of
God and His laws. And thus do we see grace magnified which
set apart his son Hezekiah, of whom we read that he followed not
in the steps of his wicked father, but "did that which was right
in the sight of the Lord."

It may be that Hezekiah had a godly mother, who early in
structed him in the way of the Lord. She was Abi, the daughter of
Zachariah, "who had understanding in the vision of God" (2
Chron. 26: 5), and was therefore doubtless taught of her priestly
father of God's ways, and would, in her turn, seek to instruct her
young son Hezekiah in the truth of God.
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But be this as it may, he was one" whose spirit God had raise~,~'

and, coming to the throne at twenty-six years of age, he at once
acknowledged God and sought after His ways. His name signifies
strong in the Lord, or before or supported by the Lord; and il;1
the strength of his God he prospered. "He trusted in the Lord God
of Israel so that there was none like him among all the kings of
Judah, nor any that was before him."

How grace magnifies the Divine Author of it, and differentiates
the subjects of it from those around them! We find it eminently
so in the subject before us. It characterized and influenced
Hezekiah with the grace of silence, when words would have been
profitless and unholy. "For the King's commandment was, Answer
him not."

Have you ever been brought there, dear reader? I expect you
have in your chequered life and experience.· How well can I
recall whilst penning this, how my beloved father would tell me,
after some trying and exacting circumstance during the day had
tried his patience to the utmost, how he had (( prayed for the grace
of silence'" and made my heart rejoice as I thought of what a
lesson that had spelt to others, who had doubtless observed him.

How true is the word of the Psalmist: "Many are the afflictions
of the righteous"; and what painful surprises they meet with!
The subject before us had his full share. Sennacherib had come up
against him. He heard the blasphemous railing of Rabshakeh
and his awful boast and false advice. "Let not Hezekiah deceive
you: for he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand:
neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The LORD
will surely deliver us, and this city shall not be delivered unto the
hand of the King of Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah" (2 Kings
18 :29-31). 'What did the Lord's dear servant do under these
trying circumstances? "And it came to pass, when King Hezekiah
heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sack
cloth, and went into the house of the LORD:'> where he was guided
as to what to do under the troubled and solemn circumstances of
"this day" being "a day of rebuke and blasphemy.". . . . . .
"Wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that are left"
(2 Kings 19: 1-4). Oh! how truly one of our sweet hymnists has
put it:

'" Ah! whither should we flee for aid
When tempted, desolate, dismayed;
Or how the hosts of hell defeat,
Had suffering saints no mercy seat."

What a Hiding place, Retreat and Restoring Shelter is that!
All .God's children have proved, and do prove, their need of it
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during their pilgrimage. Satan is a vigilant watcher, and we too
need to be on the watch lest, at an unwary moment, he gets the
advantage of us. It is then and thus that we often need the grace
of silence. We were recently up against one of these painful sur
prises and unprovoked attacks. But oh! the mercy of it! Instantly
arose the prayer within: "Give me the grace of silence, Lord";
and it was mercifully granted as, with the Scriptures before us,
we answered not a word! What a hiding-place must Hezekiah have
found it and what a strengthening of soul in that Divinely granted
silence. "Answer him not/~ said the King.

I looked up what that quaint old commentator John Trapp
(1654) had to say upon this verse, and found this :-

"They punished him with silence, as Isaac and Ishmael.
Silence is the best answer to words of scorn and petulancy,
saith the learned Hooker. It is best to stop an open mouth
with saying nothing, saith Basil. 'But I as a deaf man heard
not; and, I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.
Thus I was as. a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth
are no reproofs.' (Psa. 38, 13-14). Rabshakeh could not be
more spited than with no answer. This sulphurious flash
therefore dieth in his own smoke."

Oh! how often, dear children of God, have you and I proved
in our chequered career the grace of silence: It is true that
speech may be silver, but silence is golden; and there are times
when we glorify Him much more when the lips are held than all
the finest words we could frame together in defence or self-justi
fication. If at such times we are drawn to the Mercy-seat and to
pour out into His ear all our troubles and complaints, God is glori{ied
by the silence to man. So, dear exercised child of God, if passing
through some such trial of which we have been meditating, "enter
then in thy closet, shut to the door, and pray to thy Father in
secret, and He that heareth in secret will reward thee openly,"
whilst the mind is thus kept" in perfect peace stayed upon Him."

It was not a little remarkable that whilst I was completing this
meditation that a servant of God who had not the least idea of
the train of my thoughts came to me with the words of
Holy Scripture from Isaiah 51 : 7, which they said had been such
a comfort under recent provocation: "Hearken unto Me, ye that
know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye
not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings."

Thus do the Holy Scriptures meet the need of all the exercised
family of grace, and they prove the sweet truth of His own promise:
" My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect
in weakness" (2 Cor. 12: 9\ R.
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DEVONSHIRE POTTERY.

WHAT THE MUSTARD-POT SAID.

! 265

IT WAS Charles Spurgeon, I believe, who once said that if you

gave him a verse from any part of the Bible, however unlikely,

he was sure thaihe could preach the Gospel from it. Probably

it really was so; for when a preacher's heart is full of Christ, he

can turn any phrase in such a way as to lead to the proclamation

of Him as Saviour.

Among the things III common use III my home are a number

of pieces of Devonshire pottery. You know the kind I mean

pottery in deep yellow, lined with brown, decorated with a picture

of a little house, and with a motto or proverb on the opposite side.

These mottoes have always interested me. They are often old

sayings full of sense and wisdom. Remembering Spurgeon's remark,

I wondered if I could use some of these proverbs or commands

as pegs to hang a sermon on. You shall hear the messages from

the egg-cups and the cruet, the mugs and the plates; and we
will begin with what the mustard pot said.

" Speak little, speak well "--that is the message on the mustard

pot. The words have their counterpart in the Holy Scriptures,

for example in the Book of Proverbs, where it is said: "In the

multitude of words there wanteth not sin; but he that refraineth
his lips is wise." Solomon, writing in Ecclesiastes, says: "Be not

rash with thy mouth. Let thy words be few." James in his Epistle

has a verse on the subject: "Let every man be swift to hear,

slow to speak.'" In Proverbs again a man of understanding is said

to hold his peace, and one who has knowledge to spare his words.

It is likely to follow that when those who are slow to speak do

express themselves, their words are worth listening to. So there are

many commendations for "the word spoken in due ~eason," " the
word filly spoken," " the good word/'
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To illustrate this proverb on the mustard-pot, I will tell you
of an instance where the discretion of a minister of the Gospel in
speaking little, speaking well, led humanly speaking to a remark
able conversion. The Rev. Charles B. Taylor tells the story in
an old annual dated 1865.

Just outside the town where Mr. Taylor's ministry was, a man
who had enough money to retire on, bought a plot of ground, and
built a small red house. He meant to live at leisure; but he found
it a dull life, so he turned his house into a tavern. Mr. Dye (for
that was his name) was completely godless; and his beershop soon
became noted for the evil men who gathered there. The noisy
songs and drunken shouts from the inn often disturbed the peaceful
country road, and were a source of annoyance (especially on
Sunday evenings) to many of Mr. Taylqr's parishioners.

The first time the clergyman saw this man was one day when
Mr. Taylor was passing by, and the innkeeper was standing in
the road outside the inn. The clergyman bowed to him as he
passed, and was astonished at the look the man gave him-insolent,
defiant, and even full of hatred. It gave him quite a shock; and
after that look it was no surprise to Mr. Taylor that the inn
(under such a master) gained an evil reputation.

But one day Mr. Taylor heard that Mr. Dye had been taken
seriously ill, and was not likely to recover. The clergyman was
told that it was no use his going to see the sick man; for he
certainly would not listen to anything. and would probably repulse
any attempt. Mr. Taylor thought this likely enough; indeed he
shrank from the thought .of visiting such a man. But he felt it
to be his plain duty, and he did not delay. After praying earnestly
for courage and guidance, he set out, and knocked at the inn door.
Mrs. Dye opened the door. She was doubtful and hesitant about
admitting the visitor; but at last she let him in, and led him
at once to the parlour. Here the invalid was lying on the sofa,
looking very ill. He gazed in astonishment at the clergyman, and
scarcely answered his enquiry after his health. Mr. Taylor wasted
no time. He sat down near a table a little way off, took out his
Bible, and read from the fifteenth of Luke's Gospel-about the
lost sheep and the prodigal son. Without saying a word of com
ment, he knelt down and prayed simply and shortly. Then he got
up, and went away at once.
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The next evening Mr. Taylor called again, and did just as before
-one kind question as to Mc Dye's illne!'s, then reading from
the Holy Scriptures (this time the fifty-third of Isaiah), then a
short prayer, followed by departure in silence. This plan the
minister repeated again and again in successive visits. The inn
keeper showed not the least sign of his feclings, and Mr. Taylor

had no idea of his thoughts. He was thankful that he had not

been told never to come again, and, praying much in secret, he

felt he must leave the result in the hands of God.

For nearly two weeb this went on. Then one day just as the
clergyman was leaving the room, he was thrilled to hear the sick
man call him back. He turned; the innkeeper took his hand,
his eyes filled with tears, and he began to utter words of gratitude
and affection. Mr. Taylor was greatly touched; but he yearned
for much more than that, and, to his unspeakable thankfulness.
he saw that the innkeeper" was penetrated by the Word of God,
even by the sword of the Spirit, to his vcry soul, with a sense of his
own awful guilt before God." He poured out such a confession of
sin and wickedness and rebellion that it was plain that the Holy
Spirit was convincing him of sin and of judgment. He was
astonished himself at the wonderful change that had come over
him. Mr. Taylor was quick to tcll him that it was all of God;
" for" (said he) "I have not spoken a word myself; it is God's
Word alone that has done this."

The sick man then told the clergyman that at his first visit.
he had fully expected to be lectured and admonished. He was
angry that Mr. Taylor came at all, and he said that, if he had
spoken a single word of his own, he would not have borne it.
III and weak as he was, he would have got up to turn his visitor
out of the house!

In the weeks that followed the Lord completed the work ef
grace that He had begun. The innkeeper, deeply conscious of his
own guilt and sin, was enabled to put his whole trust and confidence
in the mercy of God, and to see the Lord Jesus Christ as his
Saviour and mighty Redeemer. The change was ovident to all
around; and when his illness reached its fatal conclusion, it was
well with his soul, for he died in the Lord.

" Speak little, speak well" !
DAMARIS.



268 The Gospel Magazine

..

~ttmon1) ann ~ote6 of ~trmon6.

THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF THE LORD JESUS.

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCHJ BRISTOLJ BY

THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTONJ RECTOR.

(( From that time Jesus began to preach, and to saYJ RepentJ for
the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. And JesusJ walking by the
sea of GalileeJsaw two brethrenJ Simon called PeterJ and
Andrew his brotherJ casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishers. And He saith unto themJ Follow Me J and I will make
you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and
followed Him."-Matt. 17 : 20.

WE HAVE been reading, dear friends, this evening of the preparationJ
through which Jesus passed, preliminary to His entering on the
public mission His Father had appointed Him, a remarkable pre
paration.

Jesus, speaking after the manner of men, had now attained some
thirty years of age, and during the greater paJrt of those years
He had lived in privacy at Nazareth. The Holy Spirit has given
us a very fragmentary record of those days. Sufficient, however,
has been given us in the wisdom of God for our edification, more
than that we need not seek at any time. But to be fully edified
in that which God has been pleased to w:rite is certainly a standard
of desire which every child of God should· seek to recognise for
himself, never to be wise beyond that which is written, but ever
seeking to be as wise as that which God has been pleased to write
for our learning.

THE BAPTISM.

Now Jesus having arrived at thirty years of age was called
according to His Father's will to the public work. He must needs
be baptised into this mission of His.

He must needs be baptized at the hands of John, to whom the:
Scriptures of prophecy had pointed hundreds of years before. They
had said that there would be one, a voice in the wilderness, and
he would be called specially to direct attention to the Promised
One-the voice of one crying in the wilderness, calling upon the
nation to behold the Sent One of the Father. Jesus went to
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Jordan at the appointed season. He was baptized of John, baptized
with water of John the Baptist, of the Father with the Spirit,
remarkably shown with demonstration and with power, for in some
bodily shape, I know not what. the Holy Ghost descended as a dove
descends, and rested upon Him.

John was foretold that He upon Whomsoever he should see the
Holy Ghost descending and abiding that same was He, the
Father's Choice, the Commissioned One, the true Shiloh, the
Messiah. And so John saw and believed, and acted promptly upon
the faith that was his. Pointing the multitude to Jesus, he said,
"Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the
world."

SIX WEEKS OF TEMPTATION.

And Jesus, thus baptized of the Spirit, filled with the Spirit, was
mightily influenced by the same Spirit, and forthwith went up into
the wilderness to be put to the proof, the second stage of His
experience, of His preparation. And there as you know for forty
days and forty nights Jesus was subjected to the assaults of the
prince of darkness. Oh, how abhorrent to His holy mind must
have been that experience; and to think of its protracted length,
forty days and forty nights, six weeks of temptation!

You and I, children of God, know something of what sore
temptations mean. Sometimes our temptations are very fierce, the
darts are truly fiery, and the conflict is long continued. But I am
not quite clear that our temptations last as the temptations of
Jesus lasted; for I am one of those that believe that this temptation
was not intermittent, although we have but three instances re
corded; these three are sufficient. Because elsewhere in the Evan
gelists we read, "He was tempted forty days of the devil." I
accept this statement as it stands, and interpret it by the collateral
accounts to be found in the other two Evangelists from this..

HIS VICTORY.

And then we notice the victory of Jesus over the tempter. It
was perfect, in each instance it was perfect, so that Satan shifted
his methods and tactics time after time if so be he could circumvent
the Lord Jesus and take Him somewhere unawares. But it could
not be. Satan had nothing, found nothing, in the Son of God.
"The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me."
How blessed for us, children of God, to have to do with One as
our Saviour Who, though tempted in all points like as we are,
yet in each case triumphed, came back a Victor not for Himself
only but for His brethren also who through grace believe in His
Name, and to fit them, as His followers, against sin, the world
and the devil.
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I suppose this is the explanation of that passage in the 8th of
Romans, v. 37, " more than conquerors through Him that loved us,"
through Him who was tempted for us, Who fought the enemy
on our behalf, and Who came back, as I have said, conqueringly.
"More than conquerors," it is a remarkable expression in the
original. It might be translated « hyper-conquerors "_more, oh,
far more, infinitely more than mere conquerors, because He Who
fought the battle for us was the Almighty One and He entered
into no feeble contest.

Satan must have used all his power and all his malignity, and,
must have used the whole resources of his kingdom of darkness,
and brought them to bear upon the blessed siniess One throughout
those forty days and forty nights, taunting Him once and again
and again" It Thou be the Son of God." And He proved Himself
to Satan's discomfiture verily to be the Son of God. To my own
mind that is largely the issue involved in the challenge between
the devil and my Redeemer, my adorable Redeemer; the question
of His Sonship, all turns on that. Salvation turns on this. Oh, if
He be not the Son of God, then is He but a creature. He may be
an angelic creature, He may be the very archangel of created
angels, but still a creature. Oh, what an issue hangs on this" If
Thou be the SOIl of God." And, as in so many other instances
it has heen God's way to take the wise in his own craftiness, so in
this case. You see the Lord Jesus in His infinite, His unerring.
wisdom utilised Satan and the present opportunity in order
to give demonstration of the truth that He was verily the Son of
God.

At the point of God's Word, His Father's 'Vord, He waged this
warfare and won this victory. "It is written "-" It is written "
" It is written." Oh, children of God, may we learn in this school
of our Master the secret of overcoming the world. "This is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." Now, as I
often tell you, faith must have a live Object. Faith is not some
abstract quality; faith-this that I am speaking of, you under~;tand,

this faith which is the gift of God, the faith which is of the opera
tion of God, that faith of which Christ is the Author and the
Finisher, that faith must have an Object, and the Object must be
a living One, that is, a Personal One, and the Lord Jesus is that
all-absorbing Object of the faith of God's elect people. Salvation
turns on this, that" he that be1ieveth on Me hath everlasting life."
Jesus said it. Salvation turns upon that one momentous point,
whether or not I am a believer in the Lord Jesus. Am I a believer,
through grace, on Him-therefore am I a possessor of eternal life.
I am saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.
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MINISTRY OF ANGELS.

271

Now the Lord Jesus passed through these stages of experience,
and He is pronounced qualified for His public ministry. He leaves
the wilderness, having first been ministered unto by the Heavenly
messengers. I have often wondered in what their ministry may
have consisted; but I must leave it, beyond saying that I believe,
I must believe, that they were sent by the Father, and, if they
were sent by the Father to minister to His Son, they would not
and they could not have ministered to Him out of any of their
own resources, and the Lord Jesus could not be satisfied with
angelic blessings; therefore they must have brought from His
Father, I take it, those messages, whatever they were, which were
most conducive to the joy of Jesus in that moment of supreme
triumph over the prince of the kingdom of darkness. "Angels
came and ministered unto Him," or, served Him.

PUBLIC MINISTRY AMONG GENTILES.

He travels to the north. He visits Nazareth, though He does
not tarry there long, but goes to dwell at Capernaum. I want
you to notice, dear friends, how remarkable it is that this early
chapter in His public ministry should be identified with Gentiles,
at any rate with a mixed community, in order to the fulfilling of
a specific prophecy. "Jesus, leaving Nazareth, came and dwelt in
Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast (the Sea of Tiberias) in the
borders of Zabulon <\nd Nephthalim; that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The land of
Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea,
beyond Jordan. Galilee of the Gentiles; the people which sat in
darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and
shadow of death, Light is sprung up." Is it not remarkable that
this earlier chapter in His public ministry should be identified with
this far-off people, a people of mixed blood, somewhat like the
Samaritans though in a lesser degree, and of mixed religion? They
are spoken of as a people who sat in darkness, gross darkness, and
that these were the chosen ones among whom the Light was first
to shine when the Sun of Righteousness arose with healing in His
wmgs.

How unlike are God's ways to our ways, children of God. We
should have thought that the Lord Jesus Christ would have begun
His ministry at Jerusalem. We would have thought that one of
the earliest visits He would have paid would necessarily be to the
High Priest, and that He would have associated Himself with the
Temple and its ministrations. Such would have been man's
thoughts, but God's thoughts are otherwise. Jesus, instead of
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travelling up to Jerusalem when He had completed His experiences
of temptation in the wilderness, returns to Nazareth, and breaks
silence there first, and, as you know, He is excluded the place, and
returns to Capernaum and begins there Divinely to gather together
a people for His Name.

A PROPHETIC MINISTRY.

I t is remarkable, it is interesting, and instructive, to notice that
the character of the ministry on which He entered was distinctly
of a prophetic kind. We are told the function was that of preach
ing into which He was divinely called. "From that time Jesus
began to preach," and Hc was that Prophet of Whom Moses had
long before spoken: "The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me;
unto Him shall ye hearken." (Deut. 18: 15). He was to conquer
as it were, He was to be the Liberator, and He spake the Word
of God with authority never anticipated by other speakers although
Divinely called and sent as the Lord's prophets. This was one
of the things that stumbled His opponents. "They wondered at
the gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth."

We are told some said, "Never man spake like this Man," and
yet they despised Him and they rejected Him; but they could not
deny the wisdom and power with which He spake. "He taught
them," it is written, "as One having authority, and not as the
scribes." There was an authority about the Lord's words, and,
I presume, even about the Lord's manner, which carried conviction
to the hearers of a moral kind, for I consider there is a line between
moral conviction and spiritual conviction, between being convinced
of the truth of a proposition, the proposition being spiritual con
cerning- spiritual things. convinced of the truth of it intellectually,
and being convinced of the truth of it experimentally and graciously.
Multitudes heard the words of the Lord Jesus in the davs of His
flesh, heard the wondrous words that proceeded from His blessed
lips, and profited nothing by the hearing. There was a Scripture
that had to be fulfilled about the people dull of hearing, of gross
heart, a stubborn, stiff-necked people. These had all been antici
pated, and so the Lord Jesus was not cast down or disappointed
or defeated. "He shall not be discouraged" had been ages before
recorded of Him. "He shall not be discouraged" and so He set
His heart to the work of just preaching the Word.

THE CALL TO REPENTANCE.

Now I want to notice the doctrine, particular doctrine, on which
He laid emphasis, "Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent;
for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand." Repent-the original word
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signifies a radical change of mind, not a mere change of opinion,
not a mere change of view, but the mind itself changed. There is
a vast difference between these two things. A man may change
his views and remain still the same man as before, that is one
thing; but the repentance which the New Testament insists upon
is inseparable from faith in Christ and therefore inseparable from
salvation. It is a repentance which signifies a changing of the
mind itself, and this involves the work of the Holy Spirit.

Repentance is His gracious work. Man, as our Article scripturally
declares, has no power of his own to turn unto God, no power
to turn himself to God. We are all of us out of the way. "All
we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his
own way," and only an Almighty Hand can turn us back or
guide our feet into the way of life, and then hold our souls in life.
This is God's work because it is salvation. I say this is God's
work, this work of repentance in the heart, because it is salvation.
Repentance toward God is so inseparable from salvation that when
you think of the one you are thinking of the other. There is no
salvation without repentance. There is no repentance apart from
salvation. "Except ye repent," except the mind be radically, essen
tially changed, by the Holy Ghost changed, "ye shall all perish."

Such is the definite teaching of the Gospel message. Jesus insisted
on this. He addressed those who hearkened from day to day to
His words: but the burden of His testimony day by day was,
"Repent,repent." See that your minds are right, which is one
and the same thing with having the heart right. True religion
begins in the heart. True religion is vital to the heart. vVhat
are ?ur hearts God-ward to-night?

ARE OUR HEARTS RIGHT WITH GOD?

Oh friends, beloved friends, are our hearts right with God? Is
our religion that of the heart? I t will then be the religion of life,
the conversation will not be habitually amiss, if the heart be radically
right with God; " for out of it," the heart, " are the issues of life."

Simon, the sorcerer, might witness a good confession with his
lips, and conform to the ordinance of water baptism by way of
witnessing to his faith and yet remain in the gall of bitterness and
the bond of iniquity. And so, as you know, when Peter went down
to Samaria to test the work which Philip had been privileged
there to effect, he, a discerner of spirits, said: "Thy heart is not
right in the sight of God."

Dear friends, this is the whole point with us to-night, Are our
hearts right with God? Are we the subjects of true repentance,
that change of mind about God, and that change of mind about
sin, and that change of mind about God's holy Law, and that
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change of mind about the world around us, the change essential
to our salvation? "Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand," and the only way into it is in the experience of a broken
heart and a contrite spirit. True repentance involves both these
Godly sorrow for sin and a heart full of hatred of sin. The natural
heart will never do other than love sin; hence it is a new heart
God has promised: "A new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh."
As I have often said to you in comment, the Lord promises a heart
of flesh, a living heart as in contrast with a stony heart, a living
heart of flesh susceptible to impressions, receptive and retentive of
spiritual impressions. Such is the new heart, such is the heart
God has promised in the Covenant to all the seed.

And herein we find a line of discrimination drawn for us whereby
we test ourselves. I repeat the test, Is the heart right? Is it tender?
Is it susceptible to the impressions of the Truth? Does it delight
in the communications of the Holy Ghost? Does it feed upon
this precious Word of God as upon marrow and fatness, and does
it rejoice in Christ Jesus, and has it no confidence in the flesh?
" Jesus began to preach and to say, Repent for the Kingdom (if
Heaven is at hand."

OPEN-AIR PREACHING.

And then He walks by the sea-side. Jesus loved the open air.
The wayside hearers gathered about His holy Person, the number
accumulated, and the multitudes hung upon the words of His
blessed lips. He was in season and out of season, whether it was
the one Samaritan woman at Jacob's well, or whether th~ four
thousand or the five thousand whom He fed by His miraculous
power. His heart was set upon one thing, to establish a kingdom,
not of the earth, or for the earth, though in the earth. A people
were to be gathered out from a world lying in the wicked one, and
these regenerated, repentant ones, these believers in His Name,
these blood-washed ones, these clothed with the righteousnc5s
which endureth for ever, these sons of the living God. were to be
the subjects of that Kingdom, He Himself its Ruler. "The King
dom of Heaven is at hand."

CALL OF PETER AND ANDREW.

And then He sets out at Capernaum to seek subjects, and He
finds there hard by <the shore, a fishing boat; and He finds those
humble occupants of the boat, and He sees in them what He had
seen from eternity, two objects of His everlasting love. "And Jesus
saw," it says, " Peter and Andrew," Yes, and as He set His eye
upon them what must have been the joy of His heart now He is
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about to claim the travail 6f His soul, now He is about to claim
two of those precious jewels the Father had long before placed by
promise in His Hands. Oh, the joy of Jesus, we have it in His
Own words, "over one sinner that repenteth." "There is joy in
the presence of the angels"; as I have often said, it is not said
that it is the angels who rejoice, they are spectators of the joy.
There is joy in the presence, or before, the angels, it is the Good
Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, the Chief Shepherd, who rejoices
over, one by one, the members of His blood-bought flock brought
to repentance.

Now the Lord Jesus calls these two men into the Kingdom,
" Follow Me." There must have been great power. power inherent,
in those very brief words, for we find these two men promptly
obeying, forsaking all they had on earth; leaving all willingly, they
followed Him. Oh, it is a beautiful example of the power of the
Word when the Lord is pleased to speak it Himself, when the Lord
is pleased to speak the Word. Remember it is the Word of a King,
and "where the Word of a King is, there is power." This was
the Word of a King of Kings, calling subjects, as I have said, into
His Spiritual Kingdom. And they promptly realised the power.
"Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy poweL" and so
was Peter and so was Andrew. The lively willingness, the lively
obedience so prompt, were such a proof of the power and the
grace of the vVord spoken by Jesus.

We have felt it some of us, we have known it for ourselves,
We are not speaking or talking about mere visions or inventions
of men or doctrines in theology. We have tasted thqt He is gracious
to us, He is precious to us, for I suppose each heart taught of God
realises that he of all others, he above all other sinners, is the sinner
for whom Christ died, the sinner whose sins were borne upon the
tree of shame by the spotless Substitute, the Lamb, the choice Lamb
of God. It must be so. There is mutual joy then. There was
mutual joy when Jesus met these two and when these two met
Jesus. It is a confluence of hearts. There was a drawing of one
to the other, and the drawing was irresistible, and so it still is.

When the Lord was pleased to call Lazarus out of nature's grave,
" Come forth," there was a ready response; " he that was dead came
forth." There is still resurrection life and power in Jesus. Oh,
does He yet speak ? Yes, so long as there are a few left of His
uncalled ones He will continue to speak. He must perfect the
number the Father gave Him to bring.
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"IT CAME, EVEN TO ME."

A STUDY OF PETER'S DELIVERANCE (Acts 12).

THE psalmist says "When the Lord turned the captivity of Zion
we W(3re like men that dream" (Ps:.t. 126: 1). Certainly Peter
was like one that dreamed, when he found himself out of prison. and
a street's distance from its outer gate. He thought his experience
visionary. But he came to himself, and perceived what had hap
pened: "The Lord had sent His angel and delivered him from
Herod and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews."
He was free: Christ had made him free, and though so far, he
had walked in the darkness of the night, the Lord was a light to
him. The tyranny of Herod could not now afflict him, the malice
of the Jews missed its mark. Might it be said "in like manner"
that many of the dear children of God are already truly delivered
from the bondage in which they were held, from the enemies of
their souls (numerous as the hostile Jews) while yet the Sun of
Righteousness is not to be seen in their heaven? "Who is among
you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant,
that walketh in darkness and hath no light? Let him trust in the
Name of the Lord, and stay upon his God" (Isa. 50: 10).

Peter" came to himself," standing where the angel left him, and
"considered." Where should he go? He needs no human advice,
the ascended Lord would direct him, and so " he came to the house
of Mary the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where
many were gathered together praying." (( Many "-would fifty be
" many"? Already multitudes had believed, already the churches
were multiplied. even after the three thousand of Pentecost. Would
Mary's rooms provide space for one hundred? Many, in their
distress were laying before the Lord their deep and urgent need,
their grief and fear, asking and begging Him for His Name's sake
to appear for them. Peter's life was at stake-he was beyond all
help, except that which was Almighty. They could plead what
He had done for them quite recently. He had brought Peter and
John out of prison, leaving the keepers standing outside the still
locked but empty cell. They had God's own command never to
forget what He had done at the Red Sea, at Jordan, and on other
mighty occasions; and His power and compassion were undimin
ished. One might pray urging the greatness and freeness of the
Divine forgiveness-the Sacrifice of Calvary. But they all knew
that but recently James had been slain with Herod's sword, Stephen
had been stoned to death, John beheaded; and had they any real
ground for confidence that Peter would be spared? But the Lord
Jesus Himself, from the depth of need said" Thy will be done,"
and those who are taught by the Spirit, learn to continue with Him
in His temptations, in life or in death to commit the keeping of
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their souls unto their faithful Creator, and to be glad that His
will is done It was and is His will that the government of His
church is on Christ's shoulders-all power is given unto Him
He will not fail nor be discouraged till, in rapturous hallelujahs,
He delivers up the kingdom to the Father.

But there was someone knocking at the gate. It fell to Rhoda,
a damsel (? her duty as a maid), to answer and" ask who was
there" (as the margin has it). Peter replied that it was Peter:
there could be no mistake about his voice; our voices, I suppose,
are as individual as our faces: the voice is Jacob's voice even if
the hands are Esau's. In sheer joy and amazement Rhoda ran in
and told them who it was. But who believed her report? Evidently
no one of them, nor did they go to see. Either Rhoda was mad,
or it was Peter's angel. But he continued knocking, "and when
they had opened the door and saw him, they were astonished."
Why should they be astonished that their prayer was answered,
or that the Lord had found no barrier in prison bolts and bars?
I t was not long since Peter and John had left behind them the
keepers standing before the doors of their empty cell, while they
were standing preaching in the public place. The apostles with
the others had been astonished with great astonishment when
Jairus's daughter was raised: "beyond measure astonished" when
the man received his sight and hearing, and still astonished when
they heard of the resurrection. But it was not the Lord's power
that astonished them, not His compassion, but it was that such
manifested mercy should be theirs. Peter himself could well under
stand their amazement. When, after a fruitless night, at a word
from the Lord, the fish filled his net he was astonished, that such
an evidence of loving kindness should come to him. 'Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man 0 Lord." So Elizabeth exclaimed when
Mary came to see her-" Whence is this to me that the mother of
my Lord should come to me?" The Moabitish maiden was not
surprised that Boaz was so kind to his reapers, but she wondered
why he should take knowledge of her, why she should find grace
in his sight. Is that not the attitude of all who, taught by the
Spirit of holiness, know that they are not worthy of the least of all
His mercies ? Yet the mercies do not fail. They come still
deliverances, helps, comforts, performances that meet their need,
and all in Jesus, all bound together in the scarlet, unbreakable
cord of love and forgiveness. The many who prayed would be
inclined to say" Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord." But Peter
beckoned with his hand (familiar and effective movement) that
they should hold their peace. He then "declared unto them how
the Lord had brought him out of prison. And he said, Go shew
these things unto James, and unto the brethren. And he departed,
and went into another place" (Acts 12 : 17). F .

OLLOWER-ON.
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~rott{)tant JJ5raCOtl.

JOSEPH IRONS, 1785-1852.

DETAILS were given on p. 185 of the May issue, of the re-opening
on the 26th May, of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, which has been re
built after being damaged by enemy action during the last war.
As 1952 also marks the centenary of the death of Joseph Irons,
it is thought that some details from the life and ministry of that
evangelical worthy will be of timely interest. The extracts are
taken from the M emoir of Joseph Irons, by Gabriel Bayfield. minis
ter of Bloomsbury Chapel, Commercial Road, London: published
in 1852.

"Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost,"
was the command of the Lord of glory to His disciples, when upon
earth, after the multitude of five thousand had been fed in .1

miraculous way; and we are informed that they gathered up twelve
baskets full. This text of scripture came to my mind with some
peculiar sweetness, when I heard of the intention to present the
Church of God with a Memoir of our dear departed friend anJ
brother, the Rev. Joseph Irons, of Camberwell. Under God, he
has been for forty-four years preaching Christ Jesus, and feeding

the multitude with Christ, the living Bread, that' whosoever eateth
thereof shall live for ever.' The gospel feast, through his instru
mentality, is over, and his labours are n0'Y at an end; the multitude
has been fed-richly fed; and thousands have returned thanks to
the great Master of the feast for such a faithful steward, whose
services were so long continued to them. But he is gone! his work
is done; and now, before the throne of God, in high seraphic strains,
he swells the chorus of the skies, and casts his blood-bought crown
at Jesu's feet, and gazes on His face. His pulpit he has for ever
vacated; but is it not the duty-yea, the privilege-of those who
knew him well, to attempt to fill the baskets with the fragments he
has left behind? It is written, that, 'the memory of the just is
blessed.' We expect not that the great and noble of this \vorld
will employ their purse to erect a mighty, massive marble monument
to the memory of the dear departed saint, or that the pages of
history will record the life of one whose services were so valuable
to the Zion of our God. Shall we be censured, then, for gathering
together some of the sweet morsels he has left in his study? They
are in his own handwriting, and, beyond a doubt, were never
intended to be introduced to the blaze of day, or brought before
the public eye. They were recorded for his own information, and
intended exclusively for his own private use; therefore it is hoped,
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that whatever is penned will be perused with pleasure, and that a
mantle of love will be cheerfully thrown over every imperfection,
as he that penned them is not present to correct his own production.
Surely we shall not be doing violence to the departed, or injury to
the living, in endeavouring to rescue from oblivion the few frag
ments which remain now the feast is ended."

NEW BIRTH AT 18 (1803).

He states: "I was born on the 5th November, 1785, at Ware,
in Herts., and brought up under the care and counsel ofa godly
father, whom I dearly loved, and one who dearly loved me, the
child of many prayers, for he daily pleaded for his family-yea,
wrestled for their welfare. Thus I was trained up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.

"I was brought up to London when about eighteen years of
age, surrounded with every temptation; and oh, the mercy! A
thousand thanks to my God, 'For His mercy endureth for ever.'
He led me (or I should not have gone) to the church of St. Mary
Somerset, Thames Street. to hear the Rev. W. Alphonsus Gunn,
in the year 1803; and while listening to that eloquent and truly
faithful preacher of the gospel-a stranger to Christ, to myself, and
the minister-the Lord the Spirit directed the arrow into my con
science, and brought me to a saving knowledge of divine truth,
before, a rebel-now, a repenting sinner. 0 that day !-that hour!
-that place !-that preacher! I shall never entirely forget. 'Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, and forget not
all His benefits.' His love to me, how great !-how conspicuous!"

FIRST ADDRESS AT DULWICH (1808).

Mr. Gunn departed this life on December 5th, 1806. About the
time of Mr. Gunn's departure it appears our dear brother in the ,
Lord was directed to Gate Street Chapel, where he heard very
acceptably the respected minister of that place-the Rev. Griffith
Williams. Mr. Irons, speaking of Mr. Williams as an affectionate
minister of the gospel, says: "It was his kind, pastoral attention
which first induced me to open my mouth at a prayer-meeting."
I t appears from a memorandum, that the Rev. Griffith Williams
was called to his eternal rest July 1st, 1826, aged 71 years; and
that Mr. Irons preached a funeral sermon on the occasion at Grove
Chapel, from Matthew 21 : 8 : "Call the labourers, and give them
their hire." "In the month of March, 1808, for the first time
I opened my mouth for God, under the sanction of the London
Itinerant Society, and by the advice of my pastor, the Rev. Griffith
Williams. The first place I was requested to preach at was a large
room, over a smith's shop, in the village of Dulwich, Surrey; there
I delivered the Lord's message in simplicity, and I trust godly



280 The Gospel Magazine

sincerity, as He gave the ability. Little did I think at that time
that in the course of years, after preaching in various places, that
my roving feet should be directed to Camberwell, that I should,
in the order of Divine providence, in the fulness of time, be the
settled pastor of a chapel not then erected, in the Grove, and
within two miles of the place where I delivered my first sermon
in that humble upper room." Mr. Irons often spoke of this place.
The pillar of cloud led him through Camberwell to Dulwich, and
ten years passed away before the same cloud marked his way to
Camberwell-in the year 1818, where he found it tarry over it
for so many years, in such a conspicuous way.

AT HODDESDON (1812-1814).

The next document of importance reads: "At the opening of
the year in 1810, the providence of God, in an unexpected way,
removed me from London to Ware. But, before I could complete
the striking of my tent, I received an unexpected and earnest request
to preach in the house of an old Itinerant friend at Watton,in
Herts., a village within a walking distance of Ware, which was
then utterly destitute of the gospel."

Mr. Irons states: "Towards the close of 1811, I was invited to
various surrounding villages to preach, which led, in the course of
time, to my receiving a unanimous call or invitation from the
Independent Church at Hoddesdon, to become their pastor; after
prayerful consideration I was led to conclude that it was of the
Lord-for I wanted a Divine demonstration before I complied.
I therefore replied, informing them that I would, D.V., supply
the pulpit for three months on probation. At the conclusion of the
three months I was again invited to become their pastor. I came
to the conclusion that I would accept it; I accordingly informed
them of my intention, which was very gratefully received, and on
the 21st of May, 1812, I was solemnly ordained to the pastoral
office, in which sacred and ever-memorable service several of the
Lord's dear servants were present, and took part in the same.
The principal ministers who officiated were the Rev. Mr. Cox. of
St. Albans; Rev. J. J. Richards, president of Cheshunt College;
Rev. Chas. Maslin, of Hertford; Rev. John Townshend, of Ber
mondsey; and the Rev A. Read, of London, as is recorded in the
Evangelical Magazine for August, 1812."

" I continued labouring in the vineyard of the Lord at Hoddes
don until the end of the year 1814, with considerable success attend
ing the preached word, but under great discouragements, arising
from various sources, which' pressed me out of measure,' when it
became manifest in the course of time, by a chain of circumstances,
that my work was done there. I received an invitation to preach at
the village of Sawston, near Cambridge. The prospect was cheer-
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ing, and this led, in the course of time, to my removal from
Hoddesdon to Sawston, early in the year 1815."

AT SAWSTON (1815).

He states: "At Sawston a larger sphere of usefulness opened,
and many sinners were called by grace out of darkness into God's
marvellous light; hungry souls were fed, and, as my success for
God extended, the rage of the great enemy of souls increased. I
found out, by painful experience, that the pure gospel is offensive
to professors, in every station I was called to occupy, and, as usual,
Satan employed some of the old veterans of the Arminian school
to be my bitterest persecutors. 'But the Lord stood with me, and
strengthened me, that by me the preaching might be fully known'
in that part of His church; and although power, purse, and perfidy
were all employed to evince the enmity of the carnal heart, and
show the hatred they have to the grand doctrines of sovereign
grace-proving that' The world, by wisdom, knew not God.' "

While at Sawston he writes: "How numerous are the enemies
of pure gospel truth! While professors of religion are spreading
far and wide; and surely none do such mischief as those who have
the form of godliness, while they deny its power. I would rather
preach to a congregation of infidels and heathens, than Pharisees
and formalists. 0 Lord, make me and keep me very faithful, bold,
and successful in declaring Thy truth; may I never keep back
part of the price, through fear of man; and never suffer me to be
guilty of the blood of souls; and since my faithfulness greatly offends
Satan, and subjects me to so much opposition from false professors,
Lord, give me grace to bear and forbear, and let Thy work go en
in the face of all that men can do or say."

CAMDEN CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL.

It is described by his own pen: "At the opening of the year
1818, while wondering what steps the Lord intended me to take,
having not the most distant idea, at this time, as to where my
future lot would be cast, I received, quite unexpectedly, an invita
tion from CAMBERWELL, SURREY, to supply for one Sabbath-day,
at Camden Chapel, which was at that time a Dissenting Chapel.
This was very mysterious to me, as I knew nothing of Camberwell,
or of the person who wrote the letter to me, it being signed' Joseph
Flint.' "

.Mr. Irons' character as a minister of Christ, was fully developed
in the bold and unvarnished way in which he entered Camberwell.
He studied not to please at the expense of truth; but boldly and
faithfully, yet very affectionately, told out all the truth, "whether
men would hear or forbear." So that he could say, with Paul, " I
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have not shunned to declare unto you the whole counsel of God."
He was truly" a workman that needeth not to be ashamed." The
effect produced by the first sermon was marvellous, and the public
excitement very prodigious ; so that on the following Lord's Day,
Camden Chapel was thronged to the doors, and the strange multi
tude were addressed from Isa. 60: 13: "I will make the place of
my feet glorious." And, truly, was then and there fulfilled the
promise; for a breathless attention, a deep solemnity, and floods of
tears, proclaimed the Lord's presence. "Mr. Flint came to me, as
soon as the service was over, in a perfect ecstacy of soul. and re
quested me to prolong my stay at that place, assuring me that for
years he had been praying for that, which he had that morning
realised, bearing- his testimony that the 'gospel had then been
preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.' Mr. Flint
invited me to take tea with him, in order ,to enter into further
arrangements. He conversed with me freely relative to future
plans, as if it were already a settled matter that I should be his
pastor in that place, the welfare of which lay near his heart, for
he really valued a full gospel." Mr. Irons then proceeds to say:
" I left him at his tea-table, and that was the last time I saw him;
for on Lord's Day morning, Feb. 15th, when I entered the vestry
room of Camden Chapel. I was informed that he was dangerously
ill, and requested that public prayer might be offered on his behalf.
Early on Monday morning I set out to visit him, but was met by a
messenger, who told me that his ransomed spirit had fled."

Mr. Irons proceeds: "I had just finished my first engagement
at Camden Chapel; and having nothing now to detain me officially,
I returned to the bosom of my family and flock at Sawston, ex
pecting daily an invitation to the funeral of the late Mr. Flint; as
I was informed that his dying request was that I should be invited
to preach his funeral sermon, and that one of his last prayers was
for the sphere of my future labours to be fixed in Camden Chapel;

neither of which requests were granted, for 'another king arose,
that knew not ]oseph,' nor loved Joseph's Lord. The appointment
or rejection of a minister rested wholly with about nine trustees,
among whom one individual possessed sufficient influence to com-
mand a majority against the wishes of nearly the whole congrega
tion. All was in vain; and the congregation, who were highly
grieved, were driven to the erection of a new chapel. Meanwhile
an asylum was sought for the scattered congregation, and several
places of worship opened to receive the people and their ejected
minister; but persecution pursued, and shortly the whole of them
were closed against us, so that in a few weeks we were driven out
of four places. At length, we hired' a large upper room,' which had
been occupied as a carpenter's shop, and which stood upon the
site now known as Verandah Place, Church Street;' and having
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obtained a place of our own, we intended quietly to worship God,
according to the dictates of our own consciences, and the direction
of His word. But even there the spirit of persecution followed us.
They advised the parish authorities to prosecute us for worshipping
in an unlicensed place-but all was in vain, for we had too much
experience of the carnal mind to trust to the tender mercies of the
wicked, which are cruel. We ha:d therefore availed ourselves of
the protection of the law, before we commenced public worship
there. We expended about £40 to make the building tenable;
and there we worshipped God during the time that Grove Chapel
was building. It was here that we first turned our attention to the
organization of a Christian Church, upon New Testament prin
ciples; for the people at Camden Chapel had been entire strangers
to church order or discipline.

ORGANIZATION OF GROVE CHAPEL.

"I therefore set myself to examine the New Testament with
fervent prayer, and came to the firm conclusion (which has never
yet been shaken) that the only form of church government de
ducible from the New Testament is that of Congregational
Episcopacy. Both scripture and history represents every orda£ned
pastor as ruling in all things spiritual within the sphere of his own
labours, but no further, and holding his office distinct from every
thing secular, and never usurping authority over each other. With
these things fixed on my mind. and after fervent prayer, I sat
down and wrote the articles upon which our whole discipline is
based. I merely made a rough sketch, and then submitted them
to my revered pastor. the Rev. Griffith Williams, in whose long
experience and heavenly wisdom I placed great confidence. The
aged saint quietly read them down, and then, dropping them on
the table, he exclaimed, ' Why, Joseph, where did you get these?'
I replied, ' From heaven, in answer to prayer.' He then said, 'Go
and organize a church with those articles, and under the Divine
blessing prosperity with peace are as secure as human laws can
make them.' The correctness of his opinion has been proved for
many years, matured by long experience. I therefore proceeded
to lay them before the committee and the few persons (only twelve
in number) who had engaged to unite together as a gospel church.
We accordingly called a public meeting on the 21st of December,
1818. My dearly-beloved friend and brother, the Rev. Griffith
Williams, kindly consented to preach on the occasion. The meeting
was held in ' the large upper room,' and my revered pastor preached
from 2 Cor. 8: 5: 'They first gave their own selves to the Lord,
and unto us by the will of God.' Truly, the unctuous power of
the Holy Ghost was resting on the preached word. To many
very many-it was a memorable evening-a time not soon to be
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forgotten; yes, the Holy Ghost then gave us a blessed earnest of
the mercies and blessings that have been daily showering down
upon us ever since. After the sermon, the Church Articles were
publicly read and received by the candidates present with marks
of satisfaction and expressions of delight. Having proceeded thus
far, the Church was organized by the twelve persons being united
in fellowship. The Lord's Supper was then administered; and
thus our solemn union was publicly ratified in the face of all the
opposition that we had to meet with.

"On the 15th of March, 1819, my dear friend and brother in
the Lord, who was warmly disposed towards us-Mr. Samuel
Carter-laid the foundation stone. None of the neighbouring min
isters would, or did, associate with us on that day. I could say,
with Paul, 'At my first answer, no man stood by me.'

"The day fixed for the opening of Grove Chapel was Tuesday,
July 20th, 1819, and the brethren who preached on the occasion
as follows: The Rev. Robert Stodhart in the morning, Rev. Joseph
Irons in the afternoon, and the Rev. Griffith Williams in the
evening."

The chapel having been opened, the Church organized, and all
things done decently and in order, we find our dear friend throw
ing all the energies of his soul and body into the work. The
settled pastor in a large Chapel and a thriving Church, he storms
the strongholds of Satan, exposes Arminianism, takes the crest from
proud free-will, proclaims covenant love, exalts a precious Christ,
is made the honoured instrument in bringing many" out of darkness
into the marvellous light of the gospel," and" helping many who
had believed through grace." He neither courted the smiles nor
feared the frowns of any, fully relying on the promise, " My grace
is sufficient for thee."

HIS PREACHING.

He was doctrinal, experimental, and practical in all his discourses.
All the doctrines of grace he fully insisted upon. He would lead
back the minds of his hearers to the ancient council of peace, before
all worlds, the everlasting, immutable love of God the Father in
the choice of the Church in the Person of His Son our Saviour, the
responsibility of Jesus for all His people, all that the Father gave to
Him before time; that, by virtue of His covenant engagements,
thousands of Old Testament saints were admitted home to eternal
bliss, long before His incarnation. He, having entered into coven
ant arrangements, that He would, in the fulness of time, put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself, which He did most blessedly when
" He died, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God."
Most fully and faithfully would he insist on the meritorious blood
of Christ being so precious, that it was impossible for one soul to
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perish for whom Christ died-that He should " see of the travail of
His soul and be satisfied," both with the quantity and quality of
them-and when He had satisfied justice on the tree, He passed
through the tomb-" for it was not possible for Him to be holden
of death "-He therefore triumphed over death, hell, and the grave;
"being delivered for our offences, He was raised again for our
justification: and having blessed His disciples, He arose to glory,
there to plead His merits on the behalf of the Church until the end
of time. Again, he proclaimed how the Holy Ghost descended, in
the fulness of time, to regenerate the soul, and apply the blood of
the covenant with irresistible power to the hearts and consciences
of poor sinners, dead in trespasses and sins, imparting light, life, love,
and liberty to them; that what the Holy Ghost graciously began He
would blessedly complete-the final perseverance of the saints was
certain. He was a sound Trinitarian : The Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, in their covenant offices and characters, were brought forth
most prominently in all his sermons.

Upon a fair calculation, he must have preached nothing short of
eleven thousand sermons, besides all other public engagements,
which were very numerous. He had for nearly thirty years a
Wednesday evening lecture in the city. It was first established
in Staining Lane, and after a time removed to the Welch Chapel,
Jewin Crescent, Aldersgate Street.

The heads of his sermons generally formed an acrostic,. and this
plan he was so accustomed to, that he could adopt it with the
greatest ease and freedom.

HEADS OF HIS LAST DISCOURSE.

"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am
chief." 1 Tim. 1 : 15.

I.-S inner's case described.
A dam's fall-sin entering into the world.
Practical rebellion of all visible.
Pharisaic pride of fallen man.
R ejection of truth, as revealed in the word.
Overcome only by sovereign grace.

II.-O fficial errand of Christ, to save sinners.
Power belonging to Him-able to save.
Responsibility rested upon Him, as the surety.
I nterest that He takes in the Church.
A tonement made was acceptable to God.
T rans~ressors . pardoned-even to the chief of

SInners.
E mmanuel exalted-He must have all the praise.

(( So appropriate.»
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EXTRACT FROM MEMOIR

Within a few months of the end of his career, he was enabled to
perform part only of the services at his own chapel, having occa
sional help for the Tuesday evening lecture. He often warned his
people, by telling them "that the time of his departure was at
hand." In July last) the time of his anniversary, as usual he was
announced to preach in the morning. The chapel was filled at the
appointed hour; but such was the pain and weakness of Mr. Irons,
that he requested the writer to open the service for him (he had
not then left his bed). After reading and prayer, the valiant OLD
VETERAN for gospel truth was conducted from his bed to his pulpit,
being too feeble to walk without assistance. When seated, he took
for his text, 2 Tim. 2: 19, "Nevertheless, the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal; the Lord knoweth them that are
His; and let everyone that nameth the name of Christ, depart
from iniquity." Having read his text in a low voice, before com
mencing his sermon <;md opening up the grand truths contained
therein, he briefly stated, to the Church and congregation, as fol
lows: "Dearly beloved, I have dragged this poor sinking body
from my bed with great difficulty, and in agonizing pain, to meet
you on our THIRTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY) to praise the Lord for
His goodness vouchsafed to us within this place-these hallowed
walls. Further, I took for gra:'1ted it would be the last time."

Certainly it was his last an niversary sermon. He felt persuaded
that his work was nearly done; and the same day, requested, as
a favour, that his friend and brother, the Rev. R. Luckin, of
Clerkenwell, wculd preach his funeral sermon.

On the evening of Saturday, March 20th, 1852, calling, as usual,
I found him very ill indeed. He requested me to sit close by his
side, and taking me by the hand, said, "My dear brother, I am
looking forward to the morrow with deep anxiety; I have attempted
to study a text in the position you now see me, .and have been
earnestly wrestling with the Lord to give me ease from the excruci
ating pain that I have been in the whole of the day."

He often took the opportunity of telling me, and his friends who
visited him, that he did not wish to alter a sentence that he had
advanced, either from pulpit or press; adding, " It may be said by
some, after I have gone to glory, ' Joseph Irons recanted before he
died.' Tell them it was not so. From my dying pillow I declare,
that I have no wish to recall or alter any of those grand fundamental
truths that I have so long, and so successfully proclaimed. Bless
the Lord, they will do to live and die by. I have lived by them
for many years, and proved their preciousness; and now I feel fully
persuaded that I am a dying man, and still they are very precious to
my soul. Oh, the importance of a vital religion-Christ in the soul,
and the soul in Christ! 'My heart is fixed, 0 God, trusting in ...
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thee.' I am reclining on the bosom of Deity, resting on the finished
work of a precious Christ, who hath loved me, and given Himself
for me. Divine faithfulness is my staff and stay. My dear brother,
what could I do without it now?"

On another occasion, he said he had been earnestly pleading
with the Lord, that after he was taken home to endless day, to
possess the glory which was prepared for him by a precious Christ,
" that hallowed spot (pointing to Grove Chapel, the back of which
was just facing the window of his dying chamber) MIGHT NEVER BE

DESECRATED WITH ANOTHER GOSPEL;" and he raised himself up in
bed as the expression escaped his lips.

Thus lived and thus died-nay, departed (for it cannot be called
dying, a putting off mortality, and a putting on immortality), one
of the greatest champions for pure truth and Protestantism that
has lived since the days of Martin Luther-valiant and victorious
in the cause of God~he might be justly styled the GOSPEL HERO

of the day.

Perhaps we cannot give a better epitome of his views of Divine
Truth, than we find in his own handwriting :-

"Divine relationship is the basis of salvation, and the eternal
union between Christ and His Church, is the sacred origin of all
the blessings of redemption. The glorious covenant Head, and all
the members of His mystical body, were constituted ONE in covenant
enactments, by the ETERNAL THREE; so that the personal election of
every vessel of mercy to everlasting life, proclaims the sovereign
love of God the Father. The substitutionary responsibility of Christ
for them alL reveals the betrothing love of Christ the Son; yea,
the registration of all their names in the Book of Life, and the
copying of that register into every regenerate soul, proves the saving
love of God the Holy Ghost. From this grand first cause flows the
forgiveness of sin, by the application of the atoning blood. Justi
fication, in the imputed righteousness of Christ-sanctification, com
municated in the Divine nature to the soul-perseverance, through
invincible grace-and glorification, to consummate Divine union
all these blessing,~ are infallibly sure to the seed; so that no con
demnation and no separation are the heavenly watchwords of those
who are in Christ Jesus; while every doctrine in the word of God,
every promise, and every precept, are seen to emanate from coven
ant love, as their centre, like so many rays from the sun, illumin
ating and warming the whole elect world, and reflecting the glory
of the Triune Jehovah in a most conspicuous way."

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.

The Trustees of .. The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the
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Pitman" (peiI' Miss L. Ormiston) 10/-; .. 153" 10/-; Dr. L. M. Houghton
£2 10s.; .. In memory of Edward Sadler" £1.
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«urrent ~optc~

Joseph Irons Centenary.
To mark the centenary we have given Joseph Irons' "Divine

Calling" as the Family Portion. It is from Irons' book, Ja<.er:
Assistance for the weak in faith, containing Twenty Letters on
Gcspel Doctrines addressed to Young Christians, London, 182l.

The last Sermon (1852) of Joseph Irons-The Mission of Christ
(1 Tim. 1: 15)-has been reprinted as a Centenary Memorial
(Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London, S.E.5).

In,dian Bible Institute.
We were greatly interested to read of the Indian Bible Institute,

which it is hoped, will re-open in 1953. The first Institute under the
Strict Baptist Mission in South India, was opened in 1938 by the
late Mr. David Morling. The second began its work in 1948 under
Mrs. Morling and Mr. Kuhrt at Paniadipatti. From the first it was
designed to be a real Bible Institute. Included in its subjects taught
was a necessary series of lessons on Romanism. After two years the
work had again to be suspended. During the six years that the two
Bible Institutes have functioned, some fifty Indian workers have
been trained to the Scriptures. This, we feel, is an invaluable work
in any Mission Field, and we look forward with prayerful interest
to the possibilities of the Bible Institute in 1953. lit

The doctrinal basis of the Mission, which was inaugurated in
1861, includes belief in "eternal and personal election unto salva
tion ; particular redemption by the victorious sacrifice of Christ;
justification by grace, through faith, by the imputed righteousness
of our Lord Jesus Christ; regeneration and sanctification by the
direct agency of the Holy Spirit, through the instrumentality of
Divine Truth: the final perseverance of true believers." The field
of work is among twenty millions of Tamil speaking people of South
India. The General Secretary of the S.B.M. is Pastor J. K. Thorpe,
37, Empress Avenue, London, E.12, who edits the Mission Herald,
issued bi-monthly.

Editorial.
Received, with many thanks: Rev. H. A. Lewty; Miss R. Cowell;

Dr. L. Houghton; Rev. T. Pittaway; Mr F. Coxon: Miss J.
Alexander: ~h. Herman Newmark: :Mr. Latham.
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THE PURITAN DOCTRINE OF CONVERSION. By the Rev. E. F.
Kevan, B.D., M.Th. 24 pages; The Evangelical Library, 78a
Chiltern Street, London, W.


