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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4.

ONE OF PAUL'S PRAYERS

« That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, may

give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know

ledge of Him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened;

that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the

riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints."
-EPHESIANS 1 : 17, 18.

FIFTY years ago, on Sunday evening, August 5th, 1906, I first gave
an address in the open air. I can well remember the occasion, and
can still picture the scene in my mind. I stood upon a chair just

outside the door of Hillsborough National Schools, Sheffield. My
knees felt weak, my tongue was dry, and my heart beat violently.
I t was, I think, the very first occasion I had spoken a Christian
message. At any rate, it was the first occasion I had spoken in the

open air.
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..If my memory serves me rightly, I was but one of several young
men who gave a short word. They were "a band of men whose
hearts the Lord had touched," and it may be that one or more of
them may still be living to read this record.

I knew that, in His grace and mercy, the Lord had spoken to m: ,...
heart, and the words in the text, « the spirit of wisdom and revela:'
tion in the knowledge of Him/' were fixed irrevocably in my heart's
desire. I cannot recall what I said in my first address; but the
passage itself has been constantly with me over the intervening fifty
years. I believe that it was given me by my father in my young
days, perhaps with a Bible presented on a birthday; but the words
had been brought home to my heart, and so they formed the text
for my first message to others.

I pray that God the Holy Spirit may Himself guide our present
meditation on them to His glory and to the "spiritual caution,
counsel, and comfort" of those who read "The Family Portion."

The Apostle Paul, in writing to the saints at Ephesus, first gave
a wonderful thanksgiving to God for blessing them with "all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." God had chosen
them in Christ before the foundation of the world (verse 4). He had
" predestinated them unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to Himself" (verse 5). Everything was "according to the good
pleasure of His will " and " to the praise of the glory of His grace"
(verse 6). In this He had" made them accepted in the Beloved," in
Whom they had " redemption through His blood, the foregiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (verse 7). They had
"obtained an inheritance in Christ" (verse 11). They had been
"~ealed with the Holy Spirit of promise" (verse 13). We might
well ponder constantly this statement of the rich blessings we have V,
in Christ. •

Then Paul turned to prayer. He was always praying for them
he never ceased to do so. The burden of his prayer for them was
(1) that the God of our Lord Jesus, the Father of glory, might give
unto them a spirit of wisdom in the revelation of Him, (2) that the
eyes of their understanding might be enlightened, (3) that they
might know what is the hope of His calling and what the riches of
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of
His power to us-ward who believe.

The opening of his prayer spoke of " the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ "-the One Whom the Lord Jesus acknowledges and reveals,
the One of Whom He is the Only-begotten Son. It further spoke of
Him as "The Father of Glory "-the One from Whom all Divine
splendour proceeds.
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I.

" A SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND REVELATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM JJ

This was Paul's desired gift for the Ephesian saints-that God
might give them a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Him.

Such a gift is the work of the Holy Spirit, Who reveals Christ
(" He shall glorify me : for He shall receive of Mine, and shall shew
it unto you "-John 16: 14). It was as if Paul prayed, "May He
make you to understand; may He help you to know God by revealing
to you more and more of God's Son, Who is the brightness of God's
glory and the express image of His Person" (Hebrews 1 : 3). The
Lord Jesus Himself said: "And this is life eternal, that they might
know Thee the only true God and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast
sent" (John 17 : 3). Peter prayed in his second Epistle: " Grace and
peace be multiplied unto you through (in) the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord" (2 Peter 1 : 2).

We might well pray the same prayer today-that we might be
given a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God.
Such knowledge comes to us through the Scriptures, as they are
brought home to us by the Holy Spirit and as our understanding is
enlightened by Him. The Gospel of John, for instance, was written
that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that, believing, we might have life through His Name (John
20: 30-31). May we be like the Bereans, and" search the Saiptures
daily."

n.
" HAVING THE EYES OF YOUR HEART ENLIGHTENED JJ

This would be the result of the gift of a spirit of wisdom and
revelation. It is a Divine work to enlighten the understanding. By
nature our understanding is blinded. "The heart is deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked (incurable)." "Who can know
it? "-we do not realise it except by Divine enlightenment. So said
the prophet Jeremiah (17: 9). It is, therefore, a first necessity that
the eyes of our understand (or heart) be enlightened.

This is the mighty wish of the Holy Spirit. To Nicodemus the
Lord said (John 3), " Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." When the blind man's eyes were opened (John 9),
he said: "One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see."
Lydia's heart was opened (Acts 16: 14), and she then attended to
the things which were sooken by Paul.

After His resurrection the Lord Jesus opened the disciples' under
standing, that they might understand the Scriptures (Luke 24: 25).
May He, by His Spirit, do the same with us when the Word of God
is before us.
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Ill.

THREE THINGS TO KNOW

Paul mentioned three distinct objects of such spiritual knowledge.
The first was "that they might know what is the hope of His

calling." Before we are born again in Christ, we are in the world
" having no hope" (Ephesians 2: 12). But, when He has called us
by His mighty power, it is "that we should shew forth the praises
of Him Who hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous
light" (1 Peter 2: 9). It is that we "should walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith we are called" (Ephesians 4: 1).

The second was that they might know what were « the riches of
the glory of His inheritance in the saints." I like to take this, not
of our inheritance in Him, but of His inheritance in His people, the
wealth of His inheritance in His saints. They are His portion. They
were given to Him from all eternity. They are His " jewels," the
jewels of His crown. They are His flock, His sheep, His inheritance,
"the vessels of mercy whom He had afore prepared unto glory"
(Romans 9: 23).

The third was that they might know « the exceeding greatness of
His power "-not just His power, not the greatness of His power,
but the exceeding greatness of His power. This was" according to
the working of the might of His strength, which He wrought in
Christ."

When Paul comes to the mention of Christ, he seems overwhelmed
and overnowered-he can hardly express it all. Let it suffice here
just to detail his setting out of the working of God's mighty power in
(a) raising Christ from the dead, (b) setting Him at His own right
hand, (c) putting- all things under His feet, (d) giving Him to be
Head over all things to His church (Ephesians 1 : 20-23).

This was a wonderful prayer, which we might ponder constantly.
,How feeble our prayers are by comparison! How full of Christ were
Paul's prayers for the Ephesian saints! The one we have had
before us in a prayer that we might pray often.

w.n.s.

HIS EFFECTUAL CALLING

ROM. 8 : 28 states that we are " Called according to His purpose,"
and to what? "Unto His eternal glory." God calls by His Holy
Spirit and by His Truth. The Spirit of God operates through the
agency of His Word. What assurance to the" called" ones! In
Jude 1 we read, they are" preserved," "kept" in safety for Jesus
Christ. God's accentance of the atoning work of Christ, testified by
His resurrection, is sufficient for the believer's justification, and is
the foundation of all blessing.-G.R.

'#
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mE RED HYMN-BOOK
Mrs. Parsons, the Vicar's wife, made a habit of going once a week

to the little school-house to give a Scripture lesson. It was really
only a cottage where some of the villagers sent their children to
learn reading and writing. For a few pence every week the mistress
tried to teach the children all she knew herself; for nobody had
heard at that time of State schools. One morning Mrs. Parsons
was telling the children the story of Adam and Eve, and speaking
of the sinfulness of all our hearts. A stranger was present that day
-a little girl about ten years old, more smartly dressed than the
others, and sitting a little apart from the rest. Her eyes were fixed
earnestly on the speaker. Suddenly she got up and came forward,
her cheeks flushing with excitement. "You're quite wrong to call
me a sinner," she said eagerly; " at home they all say I'm a good
girl!" Then smoothing down her pretty white frock, the child
added, "You don't know me! "

Everyone was startled by the unusual interruption; but Mrs.
Parsons assured the little stranger that God knew her; it was He
Who had said all our hearts were sinful. "Let us read what He
says," went on Mrs. Parsons; "if you find Romans three twenty
three, you may read what is said there."

The verse was found, and read out by the little girl, prompted
by another child, for she could scarcely read herself: "All have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God." No sooner were the
words read than the child turned pale, and began to cry softly.
Mrs. Parsons put her arm round her, and told her of another verse
which says, " The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin." "Learn that verse," said Mrs. Parsons, "and next week
you can say it to me."

After school Mrs. Parsons enquired about the new girl. She
found that her name was Martha, and that she had come on a visit
to an aunt, a woman Mrs. Parsons did not know. It was because
she was so spoilt and tiresome that her aunt had sent the child to
school, out of her way.

The following week, Mrs. Parsons was interested to see that
Martha was in the class again, and rather to her surprise she found
her eager to repeat the verse that she had given her. The little girl
listened attentively to the lesson, and her face lit up with pleasure
afterwards when Mrs. Parsons asked her to come to Sunday-school.
Then a look of doubt shadowed her face, and she begged Mrs.
Parsons to speak to her aunt about it.

Somewhat surprised, Mrs. Parsons agreed, and made a point of
calling at the house. "You're very kind, ma'am," said the woman,
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"but Martha won't be here long-it's not worth her starting
Sunday-school. Besides, while she's in my care, I don't want her
mixing with the village children." "How would it do if I call for
her? I have to pass your house. And then she could sit beside
me," said the visitor. To this the aunt agreed.

The next Sunday found Martha waiting at the time arranged.
She proved an attentive scholar, though usually a silent one. One
Sunday she asked Mrs. Parsons on the way to school if she could
have a hymn-book like the one Mrs. Parsons was carrying. The
binding was red, and Mrs. Parsons thought the colour was the
attraction. "You can't read properly yet, Martha," she said; "the
hymn-book would be no use to you." But Martha said, "I can
spell out a verse, and I've got money to pay for a book. Please let
me have one, and I'll learn a hymn to say to you next Sunday."
So the child went home happily, carrying her red hymn-book.

Sure enough, Martha had two verses of a hymn to repeat on the
following Sunday. To Mrs. Parsons' surprise, it was that hymn of
Isaac Watts' beginning" Not all the blood of beasts." "Your aunt
chose this hymn, did she?" said Mrs. Parsons. " No!" said
Martha. "Or the servant, perhaps?" "No, I chose it myself,"
said the little girl; " nobody else knew anything about it." "What
made you choose this one, Martha?" said Mrs. Parsons gently.
" I like it because it speaks of the blood of Jesus," replied Martha.
" But why do you like to hear of the blood of Jesus?" said Mrs.
Parsons. "Because I want it," answered Martha; " I haven't for
gotten what you taught me in the day-school, that the blood of
Jesus takes away sin. You said Jesus was called a Lamb that had
been slain, and the hymn says' the Heavenly Lamb can take away
my sin.' That's why I like it," finished Martha.

Mrs. Parsons remembered the first time she saw Martha, only
a few weeks ago, the conceited little girl who refused to be called
a sinner. Surely this wonderful change must be the work of the
Holy Spirit! Greatly encouraged and full of thanksgiving, Mrs.
Parsons began to pray regularly for little Martha day by day, that
the Lord· would complete the work begun in her.

Soon afterwards, there came a Sunday when Martha was not
waiting as usual for her kind friend. "Oh, she's gone home for a
while," said the aunt; "It's the races here next week, and her
parents think she's best away." "But she is coming back, is she? "
said Mrs. Parsons; "perhaps you would let me know when she
returns." "Yes, indeed I will, ma'am," said the woman pleasantly,
" and you may be sure Martha will soon be at school again, for she
takes such a pleasure in it. It's done her good, too; she's a different
girl, ma'am-so thoughtful and obedient, far less trouble than she
was."
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Mrs. Parsons waited two more Sundays. The races only lasted
one week, but still Martha did not appear. Her friend again called
at the house. She found the aunt in great trouble-Martha was
dead! Greatly shocked, Mrs. Parsons wept with the other woman.
The aunt was eager to tell all she knew. She said that when
Martha went home, the little sister Lucy, whose bed she was to
share, was not quite well. That one night the children slept
together, but next day Lucy was very ill with scarlet fever, and had
to be taken away from her brothers and sisters. In three days she
died. Martha sickened soon afterwards. The little girl realised
how ill she was, and to her nurse and her parents and her friends
around her she spoke of the Lord Jesus, and of His power to cleanse
from sin. With peaceful trust, little Martha passed into the presence
of the Lord Who had taught her to know and love Him.

Some weeks later Mrs. Parsons had a letter from the sorrowing
father and mother. They sent warm thanks for the teaching
Martha had received at the Sunday-school; and they asked Mrs.
Parsons to obtain for them six more copies of the red hymn-book,
so that all their other little ones might have for their own the hymn
so dear to Martha!

How far the Lord's ways are from ours! There was little Martha
growing up a spoilt, vain child; He took her to her aunt's house, and
the little girl's wilful ways caused her to be sent to day-school. At
school she was suddenly convicted of her sinful state by the words
of the Lord's servant, who had never seen Martha before. Under
her teaching at Sunday-school, Martha learnt what it was to be
cleansed by the precious blood of Christ. And then the little girl
was taken back to her own family, and placed there for a week or
two only, to proclaim the power of the Lord Jesus to father and
mother, brothers and sisters. Her ministry over, the Lord took
little Martha away from earth to be with Him for ever.

-Damaris.
SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 32

The whole: Part of the present that King Jeroboam's wife took
to the prophet Ahijah.

1. Part of the provisions brought to David in the wilderness by
three friends.

2. Part of the present that Naaman took to the King of Israel.
3. Mary's costly ointment was in a box made of this.
4. Baked for Elijah on the coals under the juniper tree.
5. Forty of these were in Jacob's present to Esau.
6. Aaron's girdle was made of this.
7. The gift of God.
8. There were ten of these in Jeroboam's present.
9. A great one was given to the rider of the red horse.
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SOLUTION TO No. 31

The whole: "Talitha cumi" (Mark 6 : 41, 42).
1. Two (John 20 : 12).
2. Agabus (Acts 11 : 28).
3. Light (Genesis 1 : 3, 5.
4. Iron (Daniel 2 : 33).
5. Troubled (Matthew 2 : 3).
6. Hur (Exodus 17 : 12).
7. Aceldama (Acts 1 : 18, 19).
8. Caleb (Numbers 32 : 12).
9. Unwashen (Mark 7 : 2, 5).

10. Malachi (Malachi 1 : 1).
11. Ignorant (Hebrews 5 : 2).

REGENERATION

We must be new-created in the Lord;
We all are gone beyond the mending stage.
There is no water now beneath the skies,
Nor aught above that can remove our stain,
But yet there is a fountain filled with blood
Of God's own Son. He that is washed therein
Is now made white. There is, also, for us
An all-creating Holy Spirit Who
Can fashion us anew in Jesus Christ
For holiness. We cannot have new life
Except by some great miracle of grace.
We are not saved except there comes to us '
The Spirit's supernatural holy power.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.

LOSSES AND CROSSES

" So much may be said, that without doubt it has been the means
of bringing many to Heaven that in this world they met with many
losses, crosses, ana trials, ,were poor and stripped of all things. He
is a God of equity, He often takes away temporals to give us
eternal happiness. He tries His children often, like Lazarus at
Dives's gate, that He may give them their comforts and possessions
in a City that has foundations, in a Kingdom which cannot be
shaken. Doubtless many that are now in Heaven adore the Lord
that once in the world He put forth His hand and touched all that
they had, though they at the time did not know why it was but
were ready to think like Naomi, Gall my name Marah, for the
Lord hath dealt bitterly by me; now they confess with joy, It was
good for me that I have been afRicted."-The Rev. John Cennick.
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SERMON (concluded)
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NO CONDEMNATION

" No condemnation." Let me, ere I close, dtaw your attention
to that passage in Galatians where the apostle Paul, speaking of the
graces and fruits of the Spirit, says, « Against such there is no law."
I have thought it a most beautiful and remarkable passage.

Take a wrong feeling, take enmity against God, envy of some man,
covetousness of something that God has not given to you. Against
all these sins there is a law, and that law condemns you for those
feelings. Take grace, it may be small in its measure in your heart;
faith may be very feeble and ready to give out; hope very damped,
you may be hardly able to discover it in your soul; love, it has
waxed cold, zeal gone, prayer restrained; every gracious feeling
that you have had in your soul gone. Now of these graces, and also
of patience, humility, and other graces, says Paul, "Against such
there is no law."

What! Will not God condemn a weak faith? He may gently
chide you, saying, "Wherefore didst thou doubt?" But the very
word would strengthen and encourage you. Will not the Lord
condemn you because you have not much love? He will reprove
its waxing cold, but He will approve of the love; He will not
condemn you.. So if you go through the fruits of the Spirit, you will
find that word is good, "Against such there is no law." What the
Spirit gives is holy, pure; what He gives glorifies God, and benefits
you. "There ~ therefore now no condemnation" to a sinner who
walks after the Spirit.

C( OUR CONVERSATION IS IN HEAVEN"

And yet that man who walks will be very frequently condemning
himself. .. Our conversation is in heaven," says Paul. Yes, sinner.
" Conversation" there does not mean talk only; there is plenty of
talk, of religious lip, without a gracious heart; but " our conversa
tion "-our general demeanour and conduct in this world as we walk
by faith-" is in heaven." "Where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also," there will your affections be. If you have a
treasure on earth, your heart is not often away from it. And if you
have a treasure in heaven, your heart will be there, there often.

Is Christ that treasure? Is the Rose of Sharon that treasure?
Is the Intercessor, the Mediator, the King of kings, the Lord of
lords, the Redeemer, the Righteousness of the saints, the blessed
Justifier and Sanctifier of the ungodly-is He your treasure? Is
He in whom is all the beauty of heaven, all the life, all the light,
and all the blessedness of the church-is He your treasure? Is He
whose Name is JESUS your treasure? Then says Christ, your heart
will be with Him.
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You say, "Yes, sometimes I can truly say it is so, my heart is in
heaven." You can say, I feel I can go along with Bunyan who,
as he saw Christ .in heaven, Christ his Righteousness, said, "My
Righteousness is in heaven." Rich men have their treasures in their
trunks; " my Righteousness is in heaven." That is walking after the
Spirit. And says the Holy Ghost by Paul to such, " There is there
fore now no condemnation."

Conflict? Yes, as in the 7th chapter the apostle describes his own
conflict: "The good that I would I do not; but the evil which I
would not, that I do." He was a wretched man, and cried, "Who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?" But then he breaks
out, " I thank God," and he continues in that strain, saying, " There
is therefore now no condemnation-I, an afflicted man, I, a poor,
defeated person, overcome often by my sins and groaning under that
defeat; 1, who cannot do the good that I would, and am driven
into the evil I would not, I say this, I thank God for the victory
He gives me through Jesus Christ."

And then said the Spirit in him, "Write this for the saints to
come, ( There is therefore now no condemnation to them who walk
not after the fiesh/ who indulge not theirsins, do not wilfully com
mit sin; 'but after the Spirit,' and long to be indwelt by Him, to
be taught, guided, governed, blessed, and saved by Him. To them
there is no condemnation."

Well, look at your cases, "examine yourselves," see whether ye
be in the faith. "Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? "-the Spirit is in you,
and the Father is in you. May the Lord grant that we may be of
this happy number, in conflict, and yet justified, without con
demnation, in Christ Jesus.

U. K. Popham, Sermons, Second Volume, 1923, pp. 31-45.]

Our Saviour and our King,
Enthroned and crowned above,

Shall with exceeding gladness bring
The children of His love.

All that the Father gave
His glory shall behold;

Not one whom Jesus came to save
Is missing from His fold.

He shall confess His own
From every clime and coast,

Before His Father's glorious throne,
Before the angel host.

-Miss F. R. Havergal, 1871.
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GEORGE WHITEFIELD'S COMPANION

267

CORNELIUS WINTER (1742-1808)

As the apostle Paul wrote unto Timothy, as "my own son in the
faith," so Cornelius Winter has been referred to as George White
field's" spirtiual son."

Cornelius Winter began life in hardship. His father, who was a
shoemaker, died when Cornelius was nine months old, and his
mother seven years afterwards. He was left to the care of a sister
a few years older than himself, and allowed to wander about the
streets in an idle manner. Having been born in Gray's Inn Lane
in 1742, he was admitted at eight years of age to the charity school
of St. Andrew's, Holborn. At length his sister entered into service,
and Cornelius had to go into the workhouse, where he remained for
two years.

He was then taken from it by a relative of the same name, a
water gilder in Bunhill Row, who bound him apprentice to his own
trade. Writing of this period, he says, "I now became the errand
boy, and attended to what I was capable of in the workshop, and
occasionally in the kitchen, and other domestic offices, from six in
the morning till eight in the evening, as occasion served. This was
my situation till I was one-and-twenty years of age. By my relative's
severity, my spirits were soon broken, and I became so enervated

,._ that the step of my master's foot upstairs, and the sight of him, threw
me into a tremor." The elder Winter was a man of very irritable,
severe temper, and Cornelius was the victim upon whom he vented
his anger. Upon the slightest pretext he would beat the boy
unmercifully. He was never at a loss for a weapon, and conse
quences were not regarded. When Cornelius took up his residence
with this relative, he became a parishioner of St. Luke's parish, Old
Street. He usually attended St. Luke's church, and had a strong
prejudice against dissenters. When his clothes were disgracefully
bad, as oft-times the case, he deserted his own church and wandered
into a meeting house.

I. THE POOR WOMAN AND WINTER

In 1755 young Winter became acquainted with a poor but pious
woman who felt deep interest in his wellbeing. She enquired of him
whether he had ever heard Mr. Whitefield preach, to which he
responded that he had, once or twice. She then spoke favourably
of his own favourite preachers, and, as she proposed to have him go
to hear Mr. Whitefield, Winter urged her to go to the church and
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hear those he had mentioned. To this she agreed, and they went
to this favourite church. To her the preaching there was dull and
dry, and she soon tired of that kind of fare. They then went to hear
Whitefield. In speaking of this event Winter says that " it was by
first going with her to the Tabernacle that I was peculiarly struck
with the largeness of the congregation, the solemnity that sat upon
it, the melody of the singing, Mr. Whitefield's striking appearance,
and his earnestness in preaching. From that time prejudice had no
longer a place in my breast. Mr. Whitefield became increasingly
dear to me, and I embraced all opportunities to hear him." He
owed much, under God, to that noble woman who was instrumental
in bringing him under the sound of the pure gospel, of which he
himself later became an ardent advocate.

n. WHITEFIELD AND WINTER

Though young Winter had often heard Whitefield preach, and
expressed admiration for his great pulpit powers, yet he was not
converted, and had as yet no knowledge of the enormity of sin and
the depravity of his own heart. So far, he was a hearer of the
word, and not a doer. Winter was very fond of card playing. The
9th of April, 1760, was a memorable night to him, more so than any
other during his earthly life. It was a crisis in his being, important
for two worlds, having an influence on all his future destiny. He
was playing at cards with other young men, when, suddenly recol
lecting that he could hear Mr. Whitefield preach that evening, he
broke off in the midst of the game, and the company, who suspected
where he was going, were much displeased and enraged. Whitefield
preached from 1 Cor. 15 : 51-52, "Behold, I show you a mystery,"
etc. His theme was the Resurrection of the Body-a wonderful
theme in the hands of Whitefield. In the introduction he said, " We
have from Sabbath to Sabbath been meditating upon the resur
rection of our Lord; it is now time we should think about our own."
The sermon was one of tremendous power. The scales fell from
young Winter's eyes; he saw his danger, and he sought and found
a refuge from the gathering storm. He became a new creature.
"Old things passed away, and all things became new." He never
afterwards played a game of cards.

Winter also heard William Romaine and Dr. Haweis, from which
he greatly profited. He now wished to possess a Bible, and desired
to join the Tabernacle as a member. He joined a few young men
who met in a poor woman's room to sing and pray and read the
Scriptures together. It was a blessed retreat from a noisy workshop,
where he was incessantly exposed to cruelty and insult. The Bible
now became his delight. Whilst he gave his more constant attend
ance to the ministry of Mr. Whitefield, he occasionally heard Mr.
Madan, Venn, and others.

-~
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Amongst Whitefield's people a Monday evening meeting was held,
at which, after a short sermon and singing, liberty was given to
anyone who was disposed to speak of the work of grace upon his
heart, to deliver a short exhortation. One evening, after many
struggles, Cornelius ventured to speak. His appearance was singular:
he stood upon a form, a meagre youth of eighteen, and meanly
apparelled. He introduced himself with the word of the Psalmist,
" Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He
hath done for my soul." What he had to say was kindly received,
and from that time he became one of the speakers.

A congregation at Gravesend sent him an invitation to preach to
them; his message was that of the angels to the shepherds, but the
moment he entered the pulpit, he felt so shut up, that he did not
think it possible anything spoken could gain acceptance. He con
tinued in the pulpit till the congregation was quite gone, to evade
them, but, to his great surprise, he found them lingering about
outside, anxious to express the satisfaction they received. They
extended unto him their blessing, and said they had been reminded
of old times. After this he often preached at Sheerness, Chatham,
and other places, and became more and more impressed with the
importance of the work, and yet of his own insufficiency.

Ill. JOHN BERRIDGE AND WINTER

Winter had been introduced to good old John Berridge, whom he
loved for his apostolic advice; he went to Everton to acquaint
Berridge with his views, and desired an introduction to Mr. White
field. Berridge laid before him the many difficulties he must expect
to encounter as a good servant of Jesus Christ, and seriously
exhorted him to pray to God for direction and submission, and sent
him back to London with a letter to Whitefield, who gave him but
a mild reception, and said he should expect him to preach at the
Tabernacle the next morning at six. He had little rest that night,
and prayed rather than studied for the service. A larger congrega
tion than usual had assembled; he was exceedingly agitated, but
from that morning he had the benefit of Whitefield's intimate
friendship, who said to him, "One would hope that the various
humiliations you have met with were intended as preparations for
future exaltation. The greatest preferment under heaven is to be"
an able, painful, faithful, successful, suffering, cast-out minister of
the New Testament. That this may be your happy lot is my hearty
desire." He took a lodging near the Tabernacle, and, besides
preaching occasionally there with acceptance, was useful to White
field in transcribing his manuscripts, etc.

About this time his friend Berridge sent him the following whole
some advice:



270 The Gospel Magazine

" Pray frequently and wait quietly, and the Lord will make
your way plairi. Jesus trains up all His servants to waiting, and,
if you are called to the ministry, He will exercise your soul
beforehand with sharp conflicts.. Joseph must be cast first into
a pit by his own brei:hren, then into a prison by his master,
before he rules the kingdom, and David must be hunted as a
flea upon the mountains before he gets the sceptre. How can
you tell what others feel unless you have felt the same yourself?
How can you sympathise with a prisoner unless your feet have
been fast in the stocks? How can you comfort those who are
cast down unless you have been often at your wits' end? Expect
nothing but conflicts day after day, to humble and prove you,
and teach you to speak a word in season to one that is weary.
This is indeed the high road to the Kingdom for all, yet a
minister's path is not only narrow and stony like others', but it
is covered also with bushes and brakes, and, if you labour to
remove them by your own hands, they will quickly tear your
flesh and fill your fingers with thorns. Let your Master remove
them at your request, and remember it is always His work, as it
is ever His delight to clear our way, and lead us on till sin and
death are trodden down. Undertake nothing without first
seeking direction from the Lord, and when anything offers that
is plausible and inviting, beg of God to disappoint you if it be
not according to His mind. You cannot safely rely on your
own judgment after God has told you, 'He that trusteth his
own heart is a fooL' This advice relates to all important
changes in life. Go nowhere, settle nowhere, marry nowhere,
without frequent usage of this method of prayer."

IV. JOURNEYINGS AND LABOURS

For eight months he preached in and around Bristol, and at his
own earnest request accompanied Whitefield to America, to preach
among the negroes and to assist at the Orphan House in Georgia;
but he returned to England in 1770, after Mr. Whitefield's death.

He sought, but was harshly refused, admission to the ministry of
the Church of England, and he re-entered upon ministerial labours
at Bristol. Sir Charles Middleton, afterwards Lord Barham,
repeatedly invited Winter to dine at his house, and on one occasion
surprised him with a present of ten guineas. Mr. John Thornton
also became his warm and steady friend. He furnished a room in
a cottage at Christian Malford, in Wiltshire, where he collected his
little library and papers. On the 2nd of October, 1777, he was
ordained by certain dissenting ministers in his little Bethel at
Christian Malford, and it proved a blessed day, for God set His seal
upon the work through the conversion of a whole family. Very soon
afterwards he became pastor of a small cause at Marlborough. In
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a few years a variety of circumstances disposed him to consider
leaving Marlborough. Whilst he was in great perplexity regarding
the step to be taken, the Lord opened up a refuge for him, when he
was invited to a pastorate at Painswick, Gloucestershire. This he
accepted, and he removed there on the 2nd of August, 1788.

Cornelius Winter not only became an able minister of the New
Testament, but he encouraged and educated a number of young
ministers, among others William Jay, of Bath. Jay wrote a life of
Winter, and he says, "Mr. Winter was called the good man." Mr.
Jay loved him as a father and says he " did not write a page con
cerning him without tears." He had for him the highest regard, and
says, "Though not a child by birth, I have been one by adoption."
He concludes thus:

" Loved as his son, in him I early found
A father such as I will ne'er forget."

Cornelius Winter was the spiritual son of George Whitefield, and
WiIliam Jay the spiritual son of Winter.. Spiritual, apostolic succes
sion indeed! Mr. Jay, as the shadows of the eventide of life were
gathering around him, said, "By the way, I am a kind of grandson
of Mr. Whitefield. He begat Winter, and Winter begat me." One
is reminded here of dear John Berridge's last hours, when it was
said to him, "Sir, the Lord has enabled you to fight a good fight,
and to finish a truly glorious course." He answered, "Blessed be
His Holy Name for it." It was also said to Berridge, " Jesus will
soon call you up higher." He replied, " Ay, Ay, Ay, higher, higher,
higher." He once exclaimed, "Yes, and my children too will shout
and sing, Here comes our father."

In November, 1807, Winter having completed sixty-five years,
he writes to a friend: "I am getting old and feeble. I am before
my years in constitution, and have been so ever since I was a child.
So trying do I find the ministry that I have been tempted to give it
up. But yet I dare not. 'Be thou faithful unto death' is an appeal
in my ears, and turns the inclination of my mind ... " On Decem
ber the 13th, 1807, he preached at Rodborough, and this was his
last Sabbath. He preached from 2 Cor. 5 : 1, " For we know that
if the earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens." On the Monday evening, at a friend's house, he was seized
with a fever, and his condition gradually weakened. The last day
of his earthly pilgrimage was the Lord's Day, January 17th, 1808.
In the morning he prayed, " Lord, bless and unite my people." One
of his friends asking how he fared, he replied, " Like a dying man;
may the Lord bless you and your family. Tell my good wife I
am dying." He then stretched himself out, and indistinctly said,
"Come, Lord Jesus," and without a groan he breathed his last.

F.C.
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PATIENCE

By "OCTOGENARIAN"

OF "Patience" Cruden says: "that grace which enables us to
bear afflictions and calamities with constancy and calmness of mind,
and with a ready submission to the will of God."

I am glad that he calls it "that grace," for sure I am it must
proceed from Jesus Christ, Who is "full of Grace." Why? To
bestow upon empty, needy sinners this free, unmerited mercy. It
cannot be found in fallen human beings, for impatience shows itself
in every little child; how many times have I heard my mother say,
" Have patience, my child! "

"Tribulation worketh patience" (Rom. 5 : 3). James says, " Be
patient, therefore, brethren unto the coming of the Lord." And
what patience the great Husbandman hath! The plants which He
hath planted can never be rooted up!

And Jesus said, "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain" (John 15 : 16). This is God-like ordina
tion ! As in the Acts, " As many as were ordained to eternal life,
believed"-similar to that wondrous appointment "appointed us
to obtain salvation, through our Lord Jesus Christ." But how
dreadful those words, "whereunto also they were appointed (1. Pet.
2 : 8).

In Peter's second epistle he says, "Give diligence to add to
temperance patience, and to patience godliness," etc.; but this is
spoken to those who are" partakers of the divine nature (see 2 Pet.
1 : 4). I remember, when in darkness for eight months, my daily
prayer was for" patience" and " submission."

This week I have been reading the life of Abram, and I think
none could have needed patience more than he. The command
came, " Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred ... and
I Win make of thee a great nation" (Gen. 12 : 1 and 2); and, after
his separation from Lot, the promise was, " I will make thy seed as
the dust of the earth." After the slaughter of the Kings, the promise
was renewed, "Fear not, Abram : I am thy shield and thy exceeding
great reward." Abram began to be a little impatient, "Behold to
me Thou hast given no seed "-but again the promise was renewed,
" He that cometh forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir,
as the number of the stars, so shall thy seed be." After ten years in

..~.
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the land of Canaan, and Sarai still barren, patience failed and they
strove to hasten the promise. Abram was eighty years old when
Ishmael was born. Another nineteen years went by, and, according
to nature, it was impossible for Sarai to have a son; meanwhile eight
children were born to Abraham's brother Nahor. Was not this
enough to try the patience of the ?lost faithful of men?

But the promise must be fulfilled, "In thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed." This is the " seed" of the woman
which has bruised the serpent's head! "And the scripture, fore
seeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, ' In thee shall all nations be
blessed' " (Gal. 3 : 8). "And to thy seed, which is Christ" (verse
16). "For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus."
" Know ye therefore that they which are of faith the same are the
children of Abraham" (verse 7).

The Jews said to Christ, " Abraham is our father." He answered,
" If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abra
ham" (John 8 : 39). "Ye are of your father the devil" (verse 44).
"For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature," and" he is not a Jew which is
one outwardly, but he is a Jew which is one inwardly, and circum
cision is that of the heart, whose praise is not of men but of God."

" And, if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise" (Gal. 3 : 29). What a mercy! " The
middle wall of partition broken down"; both have " access by one
Spirit unto the Father." "In Whom ye also are builded together,
for an habitation of God through the Spirit" (Eph. 2).

My heart has been overwhelmed with wonder, love, and praise,
these last few days, in contemplating these things. 0 Thou great
Interpreter, increase in us the knowledge of Jesus, for 'tis Thine to
testify of Him, and set Him up in our hearts' affections increasingly.
10th August, 1956. F.P.

THE ELDER SON

IF all that has ever been said, printed, or discussed about the elder
son and the "prodigal" were put between two covers, it would
make a sizeable book-one would think. The fifteenth chapter of
Luke begins: "Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and
sinners for to hear Him ... and He spake this parable unto them."
The parable of the ninety-nine sheep follows, and from verse 8,
without calling. it a parable-by itself-the one about the lost piece
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of silver follows. Verse 11 begins the history of the two brothers,
" A certain man had two sons."

I was thinking of the elder son and his unbecoming speech to his ,
father and his refusal to go into the feast consequent to the return
of his long-lost brother. His father came out and entreated him to
join them, but, instead of subduing his feelings and obeying, he
made a deplorable reply angry from first to last, rudely calling his
recalcitrant brother "your son." It sounds rather as if he had
nursed his ill feeling for a long time, and now was making the feast
the climax of it. His complaint was that he had served his father
many years, and had never received so much as a kid and an oppor
tunity of having a friend or two to share a pleasurable evening. He
served his father as a servant. He seems not to have thought much
about any remuneration he should get, but he had worked a long
time and had never had any acknowledgement of it. In his heart
less reference to his brother he called him" your son." What a sad
sad hearing for his father.

His father might think, "Thou hast lifted me up, and cast me
down." His prayers and longings for his absent son had suddenly
and wonderfully been answered-his son had returned, humbly
confessing himself unworthy of such a father. And scarcely had the
fact come home to the father's heart and arms than a new care was
upon him. The storm on the lake soon followed the miraculous
feast on the mountain. What could the father say in reply? What
did he say? He said: "Son, thou art ever with me, and all that
I have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry and be
glad, for this, thy brother, was dead, and is alive again; and was
lost and is found."

Spiritualising this (and" spiritualising" is a sacred matter), we
would say that Christ is God's, His well-beloved Son, and that He
is the inheritance of the saints. "Ye are Christ's, and Christ is
God's." Elder and younger, to each the Lord says, All that He
has is thine. He says, "I am with thee, thou art ever with Me.
Come in, thou blessed of the Lord, forget the kid-the fatted calf is
on the table-all that I have is thine." Once a son, nothing can
undo the tie. The apostle says, "If a son, then an heir." The
Father's thoughts of peace are thine. His eternal thoughts are ever
with Him through and with His beloved Son and their Saviour.
"Thou art ever with Me"; as Jacob, Moses, and many a dear
heir of salvation found it, " I will not leave thee "-" all that I have
is thine." "Thou art ever with me."

I t is unfathomable love.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"
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AGED PILGRIMS

275

A SPECIAL CALL TO PRAYER CONCERNING NURSING STAFF

« But we will give ourselves unto prayer." This, at a recent meeting

of the Society's Committee, was the sober reflection arrived at after
a discussion on the increasing problem of obtaining suitable staff

at the various Nursing Sections of the Society. In spite of using all
lawful means-advertising, issuing appeals, and making personal
contacts, no one seems to come forward with a desire to undertake
this much needed and God-honouring work of ministering to the

saints in a nursing capacity.

What is to be done? It now becomes a very real question as to
whether the Society will be able to continue in this branch of its
ministrations to the aged-at any rate in some places where the need
is more acute than others. To have to close down even temporarily
one or more of the Nursing sections would indeed be lamentable,
but that is certainly the gloomy prospect unless help is very soon
forthcoming. Some of the nursing staff have been doing day and
night duty, and much-needed holidays have been postponed because
of the lack of response to the many appeals for help.

We ask the question again, What is to be done? I t must not be
thought that, in using the lawful means mentioned above, the
weapon of ALL-PRAYER has been neglected. Nothing would be
further from the truth. But it is now felt that a Special Call to
Prayer should be made to all friends and well-wishers of the Society,
to beseech the Lord in Whose hand are the hearts of all men, to
mercifully raise up from among His people some who shall be
constrained and" made willing in the day of His power" to under
take this service in His name and for His sake, Who has given His
all for them.

Dear Readers of The Gospel Magazine, and friends of this
Society, will you please join with the Committee in earnest supplica
tion to the God of the whole earth, for Whom nothing is too hard,
that He will be pleased to " rend the heavens and come down," that
this mountain, this mountainous difficulty, may flow down at His
presence?
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SHORT NOTICES

PROTESTANT MARTYRS.

A booklet, 120 pages, has been published, entitled « Protestant
Martyrs under Mary Tudor" (two shillings, Protestant Truth
Society, 184 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4).

In Part I detailed accounts are given of thirteen of the martyrs,
while in Part II descriptions are given of thirteen Martyr Memorials.
The book, which is fully illustrated, is a valuable one, and should be
in the hands of all Protestants.

ROMAN CATHOLIC ENQUIRERS.

A booklet of sixteen octavo pages, with cover, entitled « Enquiry
for Catholics" (Protestant Enquiry Centre, 184 Fleet Street,
London, E.C.4; price Is. 3d.), has been written by the Rev. W. H.
Denbow, with a Preface by Mr. J. A. Kensit. It has 16 pages (one
each) on The Catholic Church, Protestant and Roman Catholic,
Infallibility, The Mother of our Lord, Upon this Rock, Purgatory,
etc.

"THE NIGHT IS ALSO THINE"

er Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice
of His Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? Let
him trust in the Name 01 the Lord, and stay upon his God"
(Isaiah 50 : 10).

When the eye ceases to see the Hand of God in His providential
or spiritual dispensations the heart is taught to trust Him. When
the servant of the Lord walks in darkness and has no light on the
pilgrimage problem which distresses his soul, then is the time to
" stay upon his God." God's Hand can work as well in the densest
darkness as in the most brilliant light. Our God, in Whom we trust,
is never at a pass for ways and means to accomplish His purposes.
All things are always working together "for good" to them that
love God, to them" who are the called according to His purpose."
Day and night without a moment's cessation God is caring for the
righteous. "My Father worketh hitherto." He is working all events
and circumstances together, with a view to a harmonious result, and
in the great day of His showing it will be clearly seen by all who
have "waited for Him," that He was in all things that concerned
them, "wonderful in counsel and excellent in working" (Isaiah
28 : 29).-James Ormistol/'!.

,...
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FULNESS IN CHRIST

EXTRACTS FROM JOHN HURRION> 1727

WHAT need we have, to make use of Christ continually, in all His
offices! In Him there is a fulness of light, to show us our way; a
fulness of strength, to enable us to walk in it; a fulness of merit, to
render us acceptable to God; a fulness of compassions, to render
Him beneficent to us; a fulness of power, to protect us from our
enemies; and a fulness of glory to make us happy with Himself br
ever. What a glorious way to God has Christ thus opened for
believers! Let all such as love His salvation say continually, "The
Lord be magnified" (Psalm 40 : 16).

[There are eight sermons in this wonderful book I am reading,

all from one text, "Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." Here is
another extract.-F.P.]

It is the work of the Mediator to present the petitions and wants
of the saints to God, and dispense His blessings and favours to men;
for this end all fulness dwells in Him, and every Christian receives
" grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ" (Eph. 4 : 7).
Could this be done by a mere man? Can such an one be every
where present; hear, and distinctly regard, millions of requests that
come to Him at once; supply the wants of the saints; protect all
their persons; be present in all their assemblies, and secret retire
ments; dwell in all their hearts; and at the same time, restrain and
over-rule all the policy and rage of men and devils, for the good
of the church? To Christ, the Mediator, all judgment is com
mitted by the Father, and He shall judge the world in righteousness,
and give to every one according to his works; for which end He
must know all the secret springs and circumstances, and ends of their
actions. Can this be done by a mere man? The Psalmist found it
unattainable for him to " know the thoughts of one man afar off";
and shall a mere man be able to know and recollect all the good
and evil thoughts, of all men, that ever have been, are, or shall be?
All the churches shall know that Christ searcheth the hearts and
reins, and will give to everyone according to his works (Rev. 2 23)

(2 Chron. 6 : 30).
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EXHORTATION TO WATCHFULNESS

NOTES OF SERMON BY THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS (1809-1867).

« Be sober, be vigilant,' because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist
stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are
accomplished in your brethren that are in. the world."

-1 PETER 5: 8, 9.

MANY people fancy that, when we are justified by faith and have
peace with God, when we have been the subjects of the great change,
when we are "new creatures," we are never after liable to the
assaults of Satan, or, at all events, we are beyond the possibility of
being overcome by him. But this is a delusion, and one which he
himself labours hard to propagate; for by it he throws young
believers off their guard, who thus become a more easy prey to him.

The fact is the other way about. I cannot just now call to mind
Mr. Hart's lines upon this subject, but they are to this effect, viz.,
when the sweet privilege of pardon is sealed home upon the
conscience, then, from that moment, the conflict begins. Yes, this is
the fact; and you who know it not will have to learn it in the school
of experience. Before this, we have no conflict with Satan; all is
smooth and easy; we quietly run in the groove he has fixed for us;
the goods of the palace are in peace, but when once the Lord lays
His hand upon us, and takes us out of Satan's bondage, then begins
the conflict, the assault and battery.

Both Scripture and experience Drove this. Just look into two or
three passages in this epistle for confirmation of this, Look at
1 Peter 2: 11. This is addressed to the elect of God, to the beloved
who are sanctified of the Spirit, to those who have been called out
of darkness into marvellous light; and would it have been addressed
to them on the supposition that temptation by Satan were an
impossibility, or that success were out of the question? Surely not.

Look again into 1 Peter 4: 12. Here is another aspect of Satan's
assaults. Whatever the" fiery trial" is to which the apostle refers, it
is clear that it was to be endured by the saints of God; and wherever
there is such a trial, victory on the part of the saints is not invariable,
unless we suppose them to be invincible or sinless.

Look again into the text (1 Peter 5: 8 and 10). Does not this
clearly indicate the fiercest assaults on the part of Satan, and much
suffering on the part of the saints? And I would remind you that

-.l,
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we do not suffer much when we are not wounded or worsted. If, for
instance, I have a cruel antagonist whom I am always able to thrash,
I cannot be said to suffer; but, if he sometimes thrashes me, and
wounds me, I suffer considerably. Now, it is so with Satan and the
saints. They are at perpetual war. Sometimes the one and some
times the other gets the best of it. But freedom from sin is the lot of
no man whilst in the flesh.

I will now remind you of some of Satan's temptations, then
instruct you what to do under the circumstances.

I. SOME OF SATAN'S TEMPTATIONS

As I often remind you, Satan is wiser and stronger than all men
put together. He is called the Old Serpent on account of his subtilty,
and he is likened to a lion on account of his strength. His wisdom
is so great that he knows to a nicety the peculiar weakness of each
saint, and assails him at that point. He would no more think of
plying a cold phlegmatic saint with fleshly lust, than he would think
of tempting a highly honest saint with felony. No, such would be
but labour lost, and he knows better than that. But he knows the
peculiar disposition of each of us, and tempts us accordingly. As it
has been well said, "He tempts the ambitious man with a crown,
and the sanguine man with beauty."

Now, this fact alone ought to keep the saints from boasting over
one another. How often, alas! do we find one comparing himself
with a poor brother who has been overcome by a temptation that
would have no power over himself, and saying, " What a shameful
thing it is, that So-and-so should be in debt. What a disgraceful
thing it is, that So-and-so should be hunting after applause."
Whereas, the fault-finder, having plenty of money and no ambition,
is not thus tempted, yet may all the while be overcome by a tempta
tion that those others are proof against. I can tell all the saints that
they have nothing to boast about, and that there is not one of them
but whom Satan may successfully tempt through their own peculiar
disposition.

But to come to the point and particularise some of Satan's
temptations:

First, one is to drive us to despair. When God awakens a sinner,
Satan is sure to be on the alert. You know a poor sinner when he is
quickened is in an awful state, for he sees himself as he really is, a
mass of corruption. Satan then comes and suggests, " There can be
no hope for you. God wants holy people, good people, pure people,
but not such as you." And thus is the poor quickened one in great
terror. However, God comes to the rescue, and points to Christ,
Whose blood can cleanse from all sin, and then the poor sinner has
peace.

'"
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Secondly, another temptation of Satan's is to make the young
convert presume. Satan injects pride into the hearts of young saints.
They begin to think they are something more than common, and to
treat their less-favoured fellow-sinners with contempt. This has been
a very successful trap of Satan's. But God has to come and break it.
And the way He does it brings great pain to the young saint. He is
suffered to fall into some grievous sin, that he may have his mouth
shut for ever from all boasting. Poor Peter is a melancholy illustra
tion of this. He presumed terribly, but after his fall he ever spoke
of being kept by the power of God.

Thirdly, another temptation of Satan's is unbelieving thoughts of
God and the Gospel. Sometimes the saints are so harassed with
these that they can see no difference between themselves and open
unbelievers. Here again Satan watches his opportunity.

Some saints are given to reflection and to reason more than others.
They desire to make all Scriptures consistent with themselves. They
think of the many great and gifted men of this world who ridicule
the Gospel of the grace of God. They think of the many wretches
who disgrace that Gospel by glaring wickedness, and make a cloak
of it to cover their sin; and these things bring in a flood of unbelief.
They are for throwing the Gospel over altogether, and taking up
with the law or with natural religion. They are for becoming un
believers in toto. It is Satan who is at the bottom of all this.

But God comes to the rescue, by giving the tempted ones such a
sight and sense of sin, and of their lost estate by nature, as to
constrain them to confess Christ and free grace as their only refuge.
Ay, the very temptation that was meant for our destruction by Satan
is overruled for our good, and, like the storm in the fable that was
meant to blow off the traveller's cloak, makes him hug it more
closely to him.

Fourthly, another temptation of Satan's is the world and its
attractions; not the openly profane and overtly wicked world, this
would be a pointless weapon for the saints; but the genteel, the
respectable, the kind, and intellectual world. This is one of the most
subtle devices or temptations of Satan. "There can be no harm,"
says Satan, " in accepting such or such an invitation; the parties are
so agreeable, and so good-natured; they are no bigots; they will
never bother you with their thoughts of religion; and you may be
instrumental in doing them a deal of good; mix with them and see
what will come of it." This has often succeeded; but oh, the leanness
of soul and the misery that have followed!

I have felt the consequences many a time, especially through
mixing with unbelieving ministers. These are most terrible snares to
God's poor people. Generally well-educated, moral, amiable, good
natured, and entertaining, they are the ready instruments of the
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evil one, for the sapping and undermining of the Gospel of the grace
of God. An unbelieving clergyman or minister is a more fearful
companion or associate than an open blasphemer.

Fifthly, another temptation of Satan's is making little use of the
means of grace; many a time he persuades God's people that they
will do at home just as well as in the sanctuary. "Cease ye from
man," says Satan, quoting, but, as usual, misapplying, the Scriptures.
" Cease ye from man. What's the use in your going to church this
morning or this afternoon whilst you have the Bible at your elbow?
Read that, and you will get more good than if you were to hear
half-a-dozen sermons." And so the poor lazy or fastidious saint is
caught in the snare. How ofter have I known this to take effect, to
the injury of many souls in this congregation! Sermons that have
been remarkably blessed to many souls have never been heard by
certain parties who have been for the time in Satan's snare.

H. WHAT TO DO UNDER TEMPTATION

Now I would attemot to instruct you under the circumstances.
Let us first look into the text: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the
world," i..e., Be circumspect, be prudent, be watchful, &c.; whom
resist stedfast in the faith, &c.

I dare say many of you have oftentimes resisted the devil, and
found your resistance was like tow before the fire, or like the green
withes in the hands of Samson. What was the reason? You did not
follow the instructions of the text, you omitted a in the faith," and
what is that? Why, the great truths of the Gospel, e.g., "Kept by
the power of God"; "Casting all your care upon Him, for He
careth for you"; " In God is our strength"; "Christ Jesus, who is
our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification, and our redemp
tion "; "I am thy shield"; "Call upon me in the day of trouble,
I will deliver"; "The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin"; "If
any man sin, we have an Advocate, even Jesus Christ the righteous."
This is the faith, and, instead of resisting Satan in this faith, we have
for the time forgotten or neglected the faith, and gone forth to meet
Goliath in Saul's armour. This must account fm our frequent
defeats and failures. So listen,

First, when you are tempted to despair on account of the greatness
and number of your sins, ply Satan with" The blood of Jesus," &c.,
" If any man sin, we have an Advocate," &c.

Secondly, when you are tempted to presume, ply Satan with, "It
is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God," and remember
there is no strength but in God, and " God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble."
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Thirdly, when you are tempted to unbe1ief, ply Satan with, " He
that believeth not shall be damned," and" not many wise, nor many
mighty," &c., " are called," &c.

Fourthly when you are tempted by the world and its attractions,
ply Satan with, " The friendship of this world is enmity with God" ;
" Whoso loveth the world is the enemy of God"; and, " What shall
it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? "

Fifthly, when you are tempted to neglect the means of grace, ply
Satan with, " Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together as
the manner of some is "; and, "Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst."

In short, resisting the devil in the faith is but another phrase for
taking the sword of the Spirit, and the shield of faith, and looking
unto Jesus, Who is pledged to make you more than conquerors.

[Sermon 44, in Notes of Sermons, 1868.]

NO CONDEMNATION

No condemnation can be brought
Against the sons of God;

Christ hath for them a clothing wrought,
And washed them in His blood.

They righteous are in what He's done,
And evermore will be;

They stand complete in Christ the Son,
From condemnation free.

Justice demanded all the debt
Of Christ on Whom it laid;

Just as the time the Saviour set,
The debt He came and paid.

If Jesus had not paid the debt,
Or suffered all the pain,

He ne'er had been at freedom set,
He ne'er had rose again.

But when we see the Saviour rise,
Triumphant from the dead,

Our hopes ascend above the skies,
With our victorious Head.

-Samuel Barnard, 1803.
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FROM AN ARTICLE BY A FORMER EDITOR, THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
(1896)

THIS venerable Publication is associated with a remarkable record.
Established in 1766, its title is representative of the oldest surviving
Magazine published in England.

The exact circumstances which led up to its first seeing the light
are not at our command. The following facts, however, for the
collection of many of which we are indebted to a beloved brother in
Christ and reader of the Magazine, who prefers to be known by the
honourable nom de plume of " Jabez," will go far to reply to the
inquiries of such as take an interest in the cause of God's pure truth,
and desire to maintain it in its integrity.

From the Preface, which the founders of the Magazine published
in their first monthly issue, namely, that for January, 1766, it will
be seen that the declared aim of the originators was to set forth
uncomprisingly the Gospel of the free grace of God, both from a
doctrinal and an experimental point of view. In the prosecution of
this sacred design, the pages of our monthly Publication, extending
over the above-named prolonged period, comprise one of the most
complete repertories of sound Evangelical theology to be found in
English literature. A succession of Editors and contributors-with
one short break-in entire sympathy with the Biblical convictions
entertained by the projectors of this Christian Periodical, has been
providentially maintained, and The Gospel lvIagazine of today
stands by a hair-breadth, in the same doctrinal position as that of its
venerable ancestor, in the year 1766. It is, no doubt, this remarkable
character for religious consistency which specially recommends the
organ in those Christian circles where the distinctive truths of the
Everlasting Covenant are loved, and the" old paths" are graciously
followed.

MR. JOHN GURNEY, 1766

It appears to be fairly certain that the first editor was a Mr. John
Gurney, of Walworth, concerning whom, however, but few particu
lars can be gathered. His father was Mr. Thomas Gurney, of
Woburn, Beds. a shorthand writer and teacher, who also carried on
business as a clockmaker in Bennet Street, Blackfriars. His mother
was Martha, daughter of Thomas Marsom, of Luton, who was
several times imprisoned for attending unlawful religious "con
venticles," and one one occasion with his friend, John Bunyan, in
Bedford jail.

Mr. John Gurney, our premier Editor, was also a writer of short
hand, living at Walworth, and for many years he attended the



284 The Gospel Magazine

faithful ministry of Mr. Benjamin Wallin, at Maze Pond Chapel,
Southwark. He died in 1815.

Mr. J. Gurney was the author of a theological volume, the title
of which, however, is not at hand, which was published after he
ceased to edit The Gospel Magazine.

WILLIAM MASON, 1774

Our Magazine was continued regularly until 1774, when Mr.
William Mason, of Rotherhithe, Surrey, became Editor. For some
reason, not now obvious, he renumbered the Publication, calling his
own first volume No. I, a fact which has led to some misunder
standing regarding the date of the origin of the work,

Mr. Mason was a private Christian, engaged in business, and
well taught in the things of God. He attended the historic
" Tabernacle" in Moorfields, and was personally acquainted with
Mr. George Whitefield and other faithful preachers of the Gospel
of Grace-a line of con'duct which brought him a fair share of
persecution. His Spiritual Treasury is too well known to need
comment. The Believer's Pocket Companion, and The Christian
Communicant are also the fruit of his ready pen, the latter work
bearing a preface written for it by his attached friend, the Rev.
William Romaine. The editorship of The Gospel Magazine was
conducted by him both before and after the immortal Augustus
Toplady undertook its charge. It was in our pages that there first
appeared his now well-known and justly-prized Notes on Bunyan's
Pilgrim's Progress, besides many other valuable contributions.

He retired from business, and became an active magistrate in
1783, in the Borough of Southwark. He fell asleep in the Lord on
September 29th, 1791. Much interesting biographical matter con
cerning him might be here inserted, but space does not permit.

AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, 1775

The Rev. Augustus Montague Toplady, whose impaired health
had led his medical adviser to urge his leaving Devonshire and
residing in London, came to the metropolis in the year 1775, when
he was requested to undertake the editorship of The Gospel Maga
zine. It may interest our readers if we here quote a passage from the
« Memoirs of the Rev. Augustus Montague Toplady, A.B." prefixed
to his collected works, and published 1792. It runs :-

" In the beginning of the year 1774, a religious pamphlet was
printed, called The Gospel Magazine; being a new series of a
former work under that name, which was continued statedly.
The utility of such a periodical publication must be obvious, for

-'

,-,
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the contents, when executed with discernment, will be various,
interesting, instructive, and entertaining, and may be easily
purchased by those who have scarcely the means to procure a
number of books. The above journal was carried on with
reputable distinction for a few years.

"From December, 1775, to June, 1776, Mr. Toplady was the
Editor, which enhanced the sale considerably; some of the
anonymous parts he composed therein shine conspicuous. He
often appeared under the modest character of 'Minimus.' Some
times he adopted the descriptive signature of ' ConctiQlnator,' and
a few papers with the initials of his own name. With the assist
ance of ingenious and learned correspondents, he continued for
a time to enrich and diversify this monthly entertainment for the
public."

The delicate oondition of the beloved Editor's health obliged his
giving up this important branch of his literary work, though, in the
short period of his management of the Magazine he effectually and
permanently stamped upon it a character which it retains to this
day, one which may be tersely summarised in the words of Holy
Writ, " Speaking the Truth in love" (Ephes. 3: 15). Many of the
precious Gospel hymns which owe their origin to the gracious and
gifted pen of dear Toplady appeared first in our pages, notably that
imperishable composition which has ministered Divine consolation
alike in the palace and the cottage, " Rock of Ages, cleft for me."
In The Gospel Maga<.ine for 1776 that hymn first saw the light,
although it is evident the author penned the immortal lines some
time antecedently, for we find two quotations from it introduced by
him in a " Reflection" on Genesis 12: 5, entitled, Life a Journey,
which was published in the Magazine during the previous year.
" Rock of Ages," signed" A.T.," was printed in the March number
in 1776, and was headed, A Living and Dying Prayer for the Holiest
Believer in the World.

REV. ERASMUS MIDDLEToN

Mr. Toplady was succeeded in the Editorship of our pages by the
Rev. Erasmus Middleton, whose father bore the same Christian
name. He was born at Horncastle, Lincolnshire, in 1739. After
reading for some time with the Rev. Joseph Townsend, at Pewsey,
Wilts., he, in 1767, entered Edmund Hall, Oxford.

Whilst in residence there, it appears that he was in the habit of
meeting Dr. Shillingfleet (then Fellow of Merton College, a well
known writer, and a cherished friend of a good Lady Huntingdon's)
at Mrs. Durbridge's, where the Doctor, after expounding the Scrip
tures, and offering prayer, would invite the students to do likewise.



286 The Gospel Magadne

Those who took part in these gatherings were branded as enthusiasts,
who talked of inspiration, regeneration, and drawing nigh to God,
and who sang hymns in private houses! Dr. Durell, the Vice
Chancellor of the University, did not scruple to expel Mr. Middleton
on this charge, along with five other undergraduates, notwithstand
ing the friendly intervention in their behalf of Mr. George
Whitefield, Mr. Magowan, and Sir Richard Hill.

On this event occurring, in 1768, Mr. Middleton proceeded to
Cambridge, where he was supported by "Fuller," the banker, a
Nonconformist, at King's College. His ordination took pLace in
Ireland, the Bishop of Down having accepted him as a candidate for
the ministry. He married a daughter of Sir Gilbert Grierson, Bart.,
of Lagg, Dumfries, and for some time ministered at Dalkeith.

In 1775 he was appointed Lecturer at St. Benet's, Gracechurch
Street, London, after he had held a similar post at St. Helen's,
Bishopsgate. In 1783 he became Chaplain to the Countess of
Crauford and Lindsay. Soon after this the degree of B.D., Cam
bridge, was conferred on him, probably by his having become what
was known as " a ten-year man." In 1784 he accepted the Curacy
of St. Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe, under the Rev. William Romaine,
and subsequently he became Curate to the Hon. and Rev. W. B.
Cadogan, at St. Luke's, Chelsea. With the Evangelical Rector of
Chelsea he remained until that gentleman's death, when he was
appointed Assistant Minister at St. Margaret's, Westminster, with
the Rev. John Davis. Here he remained six years, and here he lost
his wife, in 1802. Two years later Mr. Middleton was presented to
the Rectory of Turvey, Beds., by Miss Sarah Fuller, and here he
died and was buried in 1805. He left two daughters (writes the
Rev. G. F. W. Munby, the present courteous Rector of Turvey), one
of whom, Elizabeth, married Mr. Hull, of Olney, and the other,
Margaret, died, unmarried, and was buried at Olney, in 1856.

It was during Mr. Middleton's tenure of the London Lectureship
that he conducted The Gospel Magadne. He was a man of deep
piety, and his pulpit discourses were evidently exceptionally power
ful and truthful. In The Gospel M agadne for February, 1776, is
found the review of a funeral sermon preached by him at St. Benet's,
entitled, « Grace Triumphant." This review bears Toplady's favour
ite signature, "Minimus," and it speaks of Mr. Middleton's gifts,
soundness, and humility in the highest terms, and of his pulpit style
as "masterly and Evangelical." The preacher was then a young
man, and Toplady says, "From the tenor of his admirable sermon,
the public are authorised to expect very great things from the pen of
so devout, so judicious, and so masterly a writer as Mr. Middletnn.
Blessed be God for such able and faithful labourers ! And thanks to
free grace, that not only the lives of the people who are continually
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converted under their ministry, but their deaths also reflect honour
and lustre on that glorious Gospel which is, in deed and in truth,
the power of God unto salvation."

Mr. Middleton's portrait appeared in the February Gos,bel NIaga
~ine for 1778. He brought out his invaluable Biographia Evangelica
-an account of eminent authors and ministers-in four volumes, in
1779.

CONTRIBUTORS

During the first eighteen years of the issue of our Magazine, that
is, down to 1783, the following worthies enriched its pages by their
contributions: The Rev. John Newton, as <C Omicron/' twenty-six
letters; as <C Vigil," fifteen papers-afterwards forming a most
valuable permanent volume; the Rev. John Berridge, as <C Old
Everton JJ; the Rev. Augustus Toplady, under the signatures of
« Minimus" and « Concionator," as already intimated; Mr. John
Ryland, as <C Elachistoteros"; Mr. William Mason, as <C W.M.,
Rotherhithe"; Mr. Joel Abraham Knight, of the Tabernacle, Moor
fields, as <C ].H.K."; with Lady Huntingdon, the Rev. Henry Venn,
the Rev. William Romaine, Mr. Samuel Medley, and a goodly cloud
of other ready writers in the cause of God and truth too numerous
to be particularised.

MR. WALTER Row, 1796-1838

During the period that the issue of The Gospel Magazine was
suspended, the Spiritual Magazine nominally took its place-until
1796-when Mr. WaIter Row, a personal friend of Mr. Toplady's,
to whom his executors entrusted many of his manuscripts and the
publishing of his works, revived our Publication, and continued to
edit it, supported and aided by the literary contributions of the Rev.
Dr. Hawker, Mr. Samuel Eyles Pierce, Rev. Richard Hale, Rev.
Watts Wilkinson and others, until 1838, when he rested from his
labours. The Magazine maintained its original truthful character
throughout the remarkably long editorship of Mr. Row.

REV. DR. DOUDNEY, 1840-1893

For a short time it passed into the hands of the Rev. Bagnall
Baker, and in June, 1840, when our much loved and venerated
brother and friend, the late Rev. Dr. Doudney, acquired it, and for
fifty-three years edited its pages to the great edification and comfort
of God's scattered people. Our readers need no comments of ours
on the depth of spiritual affection which grew up and to the last
continued, between themselves and dear Dr. Doudney through the
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medium of The Gospel Magazine. Nor can they ever abate their
tender love for the memory of the deeply taught writer of the
"Wayside Notes "-the late Mr. Cowell-who edited the Magazine
from the date of Dr. Doudney's death until the close of 1894, when,
having kept the faith, he too finished his course, and exchanged the
pen for the palm, and the" wayside" for the palace of the King.

Blessed men of God! what a record of Christian stewardship have
they left behind them! The imperishable truths, for which they
jealously contended, shine out as brightly from the pages of their
time-honoured writings as on the far-off days when they registered
them. And sure we are that, could they now visit us in person, they
would bid us stand fast, contend earnestly for the Covenant doctrines
of the Gospel, and, through grace, prove faithful unto death.

And shall we not, beloved friends? A precious inheritance has
come down to us in The Gospel Maga;:,ine from the hands of a noble
spiritual ancestry, and with it corresponding responsibilities.

-lames Ormiston (1896).

NEW HYMNS

WE have just received Booklets No. 3, 4, 5 and 6 of Supplementary
Hymns, by our esteemed contributor, the Rev. T. Pittaway, M.A.,
Rodden Rectory, Frome. They are ninepence each, and can be
obtained from the author. We hope to give fuller mention of them
later; but meanwhile, to indicate their spirit, we quote the opening
verse of Hymn 11 in Booklet 6 :

We praise Thy Name, Lord Jesus,

For Thy unceasing love,
And now we are new creatures,

The heirs of bliss above.

We lift our hearts and voices
To praise Thy Holy Name,

To sing Thy boundless mercy,
For evermore the same.


