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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted. of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE LANGUAGE OF A STRIKING PRAYER

" Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us."-Titus 3 :5.

"WE do not presume to come to this Thy table, 0 merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in Thy manifold and great
mercies "-such are the opening words of one of the prayers in the
Church of England Order of the Administration of the Lord's
Supper. In these words there is a definite renunciation of all trust
in one's own righteousness. The worshippers had said: "We ack
nowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness" . . . .
"We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our mis
doings; the remembrance of them is grievous to us; the burden of
them is intolerable." How then, with these words coming from a
convicted heart, could they come to God otherwise than renouncing
all trust in any righteousness of their own?

This particular prayer is a striking product of the Reformation.
Indeed it goes back to Melancthon and Bucer (through Herman's
"Consultation," 1543). But the remarkable circumstances of its
first appearance in the English service are very impressive. Before
the first English Prayer Book was produced (1549), there was issued
in 1548 what is known as " The Order of Communion." This was
not a full service, but was an English section inserted for the first
time in the Latin Mass. What a thrill it must have been to hear
in English those four passages of Scripture known as " The Comfort-
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able Words" and also the heartfelt Confession alre~dy quoted
above and the prayer beginning" We do not presume to come to
this Thy table, 0 merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in Thy manifold and great mercies."

This was not the language of the P1;.larisee in the parable given
by our Lord (Luke 18). The Pharisee showed no conviction of sin
he gave thanks for his supposed negative and positive righteousnesses.
The publican, on the other hand, said, "God be merciful to me,
the sinner."

This was the language of Daniel's confession and prayer:

"0 my God, incline Thine ear and hear; open Thine eyes,
and behold our desoIations, and the city which is called by
Thy name; for we do not present our supplications before Thee
for our own righteousnesses, but for Thy great mercies. 0
Lord, hear; 0 Lord, forgive; 0 Lord, hearken and do.; dder
not, for Thine own sake, 0 my God; for Thy city and TllY
people are called by Thy name."-DanieI9 : 18, 19.

They would not plead their good works, their righteousnesses
these were but" filthy rags" (Isaiah 64: 6-" But we are all as an
unclean thing and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags ")
they had nothing to recommend them to God, but they threw
themselves solely upon God's" great mercies."

This was also what the proud, persecuting Pharisee, Saul (Paul),
was taught by Divine grace, as related in Philippians, chapter three.
"Touching the righteousness which is in the law"-such things \1('
had once counted as " gains "-these he. counted" loss" for Christ;
indeed, he counted them" but dung "-" that (he wrote) I may will
Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousnf'ss,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phi!. 3: 8, 9). His
own righteousness was an unsafe, hopeless ground. He rested upon
the mercy of God in Christ-he would make mention only or the
righteousness of Christ imputed to him.

Hence he wrote to Titus: "Not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; whicll
He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that
being justified by His grace we should be made heirs according to
the hope of eternal life" (Titus 3: 4-7). As also he wrote; to
Timothy it was" not according to our works, but according to His
own purpose and grace" (2 Tim. 1 : 9).

This has ever been the language of those who are taught or God
to renounce all trust in their own righteousness, and to rest solely
upon the righteousness of Christ.
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I stand upon His merit
I know no, safer stand

Not e'en where glory dweIleth
. In Immanuel's land.

387
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-Mrs. A. R. Cousins, 1864.
Dr. Isaac Watts often wrote in the same strain:

A guilty, weak, and helpless worm
Into Thy kind hands I fall;

Thou art the Lord, my righteousness,
My Saviour and my all! (1707).

Or again:

No more, my God, I boast no more
Of all the duties I have done;

I quit the hopes I held before,
• To trust the merits of Thy Son.

The best obedience of my hands
Dares not appear before Thy throne,

But faith can answer Thy demands
By pleading what my Lord has done. (1709).

Such too was the language of the Yorkshire evangelist, William
Batty (1757) :

Content and glad .I'Il ever be
To have salvation, Lord, from Thee,

E'en as a sinner poor:
I nothing have, I nothing am
My treasure's in the bleeding Lamb,

Both now and evermore.
The more through grace myself I know,
The more content I am to bow

And sink beneath Thy cross,
To live by faith upon Thy blood,
To wait on Thee for every good,

And count my gain but loss!

Similarly, Murray McCheyne was taught at the age of 21, when
he wrote upon "The LOt;d our Righteousness" (Jehovah
Tsidkenu) :

When free grace awoke me, by light from on high,
Then legal fears shook me, I trembled to die;
No refuge, no safety in self could I see
Jehovah Tsidkenu my Saviour must be.

The Church of England in its " Articles of Religion" has called
this " a most wholesome Doctrine and very full of comfort"-and
so it is to the sinner taught to realise his own sinfulness. The Article
states: "We are accounted righteous before God, only for the
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merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by. Faith, and not fot'
our own works or deservings" (Article XI).

To come back to the Prayer with which we began we do not
presume to come to God" trusting in our own righteousness, but
in Thy (His) manifold and great mercies." "God be merciful to
me, the sinner" said the publican in the p'arable-he went down to
his house" justified." The Lord Jesus Himself said: "All that the
Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh I will in
no wise cast out" (John 6 : 37).

Just as I am-and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, Whose blood can cleanse each spot,

o Lamb of God, I come.
Charlotte Elliott, 1836.

W.D.S. •

"Rock of Ages! cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee,
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flow'd,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power!

"Not the labours of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow;
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone!

"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy Cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace:
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die!

"While I draw this fleeting breath,
When my eyelids close in death;
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne;
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

-A. M. Toplady.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

HANNAH'S MISSION
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" MAN is born unto trouble," said one of Job's friends, and the words
seemed certainly to apply to young Mrs. Batt. It had been a struggle
for her husband and herself to bring up their large family; and now
one child after another fell ill with smallpox. Then Mr. Batt had
a dreadful accident at work; in a few days he was dead! His mother,
arriving in the house of sorrow, found the young wife stunned with
the blow but trying to nurse the sick children in all stages of the
disease. Their grandmother, finding that one little girl, an eight
year-old, was well enough to be out of bed, offered to take this child
to her own home until things were easier. The suggestion was grate
fully accepted, and Hannah went to live with her grandparents.

Little Hannah was thin and weak and pale, but she took a lively
interest in other children, and she was often to be seen about noon
sitting on a little stool in .a sheltered niche of the wall, watching the
school children come rushing out of school, shouting and romping.
It was here that the minister's wife first saw her, and spoke kindly
to the little invalid. Hannah did not speak in answer, but she looked
up with such a happy smile that Mrs. Pitman felt she would like to
know more of her.

The next day, during a visit to a sick woman, Mrs. Pitman heard
that Hannah's grandmother lived next door. She was reading the
Bible to her friend, when Hannah peeped in at the door, asking if
she might come in. She sat quietly by the fire until Mrs. Pitman's
visit was over, and then said shyly, " Please, ma'am, will you come
and see Grannie now?" Mrs. Pitman followed the little girl, and
Hannah went eagerly in at the door, calling out, "Look, Grannie,
here's the lady' coming!" Mrs. Batt, taken by surprise, spoke
sharply to the child for taking such a liberty with a stranger, and
turning to Mrs. Pitman apologised for her granddaughter's rudeness.
"I hope you'll excuse her, madam," said she; "of course, I've lived
in genteel families most of my life, and now I've got Hannah with
me I hope she'll improve." Mrs. Pitman only spoke a few words in
reply. She thought the grandmother was inclined to be stern and
harsh; but Hannah looked well cared for and did not seem unhappy.

Once a week Mrs. Pitman gave a Scripture lesson at the little
school close by, and at her next regular visit she was amused to see
Hannah peeping in. Seeing that the child had taken a liking to the
minister's wife, the mistress kindly called her in; and Hannah
became a regular listener at Mrs. Pitman's weekly class.
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Then one day she was absent, and a chorus of voices frOIll the
children told Mrs. Pitman "Her grannie won't let her come no
more!" "I think Hannah has a cold," said the mistress. Mrs.
Pitman called at the house on her way home, and found the grand
mother scolding and the child in tears. Mrs. Pitman asked if
Hannah were not well, saying she had missed her. "She's a very
naughty girl," said Mrs. Batt, "and that's a lot worse than being
ill. Because I wouldn't let her go out today, she's been crying all the
morning." The visitor spoke to Hannah, whereupon the little girl,
trying to check her sobs, looked up and said, "I will be good! "
" Ah," said Mrs. Batt, "you ought to be good when I tell you! "
It was awkward for Mrs. Pitman, but she told Hannah she would
be sorry if she did not obey her grandmother. "Do you remember
what I said the other day in the lesson, that the Lord .Tesus Christ
was subject to His parents?" Hannah was eager to reply, but Mrs.
Batt broke in hastily, " I don't hold with all this teaching! Children
should ought to be kept in their proper place. Why, last night that
baby was asking her grandad all sorts of questions that he couldn't
answer, nor me neither, and it's not right! My husband says she
should play with her doll, not be asking him if her dead father would
rise again out of his grave! Who could answer a question like
that?" Mrs. Pitman replied that God has told us plainly in the
Bible that the dead shall rise again, "some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt." "Oh, my husband
doesn't believe in the Bible. There is one in the house, but be never
reads it, and he says where he works he hears a lot against the Bible."
" And what do you think about it yourself?" said Mrs. Pitman.
"I don't think about it at all; I'm not interested," said Mrs. 13<1 tt,
and she moved towards the door to show that the visit must come
to an end. The little girl looked up wistfully and said, "Grannie, if
I can't go to school, may I pray to God?" "Well, you can," st.liJ
the grandmother grudgingly, "as long as you don't talk aboLlt it."
Hannah looked away to Mrs. Pitman, saying, "Can God hear me
if I speak softly?" "He can hear the faintest whisper, Hannah,"
said the visitor; "God Himself helps you to pray by putting His
Holy Spirit within you, and He tells you to pray to your Father in
secret." Mrs. Pitman was out of the door by this time, but Hannah
followed her with an urgent plea to come again soon.

Mrs. Pitman was well aware that she was not welcome to Mrs.
Batt, but she could not leave the child without help. It was not long
before she called again, and was shocked to find little Hannah very
ill in bed, feverish and light-headed. Her grandmother was crying
in great distress. Mrs. Pitm.an tried to comfort her, and the little
girl came to herself at the sound of her voice, and motioned to her
friend to pray. As she knelt down, Hannah looked eagerly at Mrs.
Batt, who at once knelt down too. Mrs. Pitman prayed earnestly for



\
\
\
\

\
I

The Gospel Magadne 391

help, for recovery from illness, and for all spiritual blessings in
Ch~ist Jesus. Quite subdued, the grandmother begged her to come
agam soon.

In a few days the little girl began to get better, and whilst she was
recovering, Mrs. Pitman was made welcome, Mrs.Batt even promis
ing that Hannah should go to Sunday-school as soon as she could
walk again. So in a few weeks the child was attending regularly,
and Mrs. Pitman's visits ceased.

The clergyman's wife found that little Hannah was really
hungering for the Bread of Life. It was a great joy to minister to
her needs, and to see her growing in grace and knowledge. One
Sunday the child shyly asked Mrs. Pitman if she would come and
read the Bible to her grandmother. The lady felt sure she was not
wanted now that Hannah was well, but she did call-and saw at
once that she was not welcome. But Hannah pulled out a chair, and
put the Bible into her hand. She read a verse here and there, and
then the story from John 6 of the feeding of the five thousand.
"That's pretty reading," said the old woman, "if it's all true! "
" Why shouldn't it be true? " said Mrs. Pitman.· "Because it's too
wonderful! " replied Mrs. Batt. "And so was Hannah's recovery
wonderful," said Mrs. Pitman; "you were almost in despair, and
nothing did her any good, till we prayed, and God answered our
prayers!" "Yes, that's true," said Mrs. Batt .thoughtfully; " I can't
ever forget that." Mrs. Pitman rose to go, and much to her surprise
the grandmother asked her to come again and give them some more
reading. Hannah put the Bible back on the shelf, and looking up
with her joyous smile, whispered" Thank you, ma'am ! "

After that, Hannah was always watching for her friend, and if
she caught sight of her would run out and say "Grannie's ready
for you, please ma'am! " The more Mrs. Batt heard from the Book,
the more she wanted to hear. In due time the reading of the Word
of God was blessed to her soul, and she became .altogether different!
Hannah was now her great comfort and joy. Both Mrs. Batt and
the little girl became greatly concerned about Mr. Batt, who con
tinued to scorn the Scriptures. But the Lord in mercy sent sickness
and poverty to the little family, and at length the old man's heart
was softened, and he was brought to cry "Lord, I believe, help
Thou mine unbelief."

The Batts were now too poor to keep their granddaughter, now so
especially dear to them. Little Hannah had to return to her own
home. It was a great trial to all three of them, but they accepted it
patiently as the will of God. Mrs. Pitman, too, was very sorry to
part with the little girl. She heard of her from time to time, and
when she told this story Hannah had grown up and was teaching in
her home Sunday-school.

DAMARIS.
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 56

The whole: the son of Hachaliah.

1. Who said to David, "Thou art the man"?

2. Who asked Philip to join him in his chariot?
3. To whom did Moses say, "Come thou with us and we will do

thee good "?
4. Who used to " cast clouts and rotten rags" to rescue Jeremiah?
5. Who was " cumbered about much serving"?
6. What name did God give to Jacob at Bethel?
7. Who was" mighty in the Scriptures"?
8. Who said the resurrection was past already?

SOLUTION OF No. 55

1. Lordly (Judges 5 : 25).
2. Easy (Matt. 11 : 30).
3. Vagabond (Gen. 4: 12).
4. Ivory (1 Kings 22 : 39).
5. Treasures (Matt. 2 : 11).

6. Impotent (John 5 : 3).
7. Camel (Gen. 24: 64).

8. Unfeigned (2 Tim. 1: 5).
9. Shittim wood (Exod. 25: 10).

"Amazing grace! how sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

"T'was grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed !

" Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come:

'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

-John Newton.
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Aged Pilgrims
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OPENING OF A NEW NURSING WING

ON Saturday, September 13th, 1958, at 3 p.m., there will be, if the
Lord will, as already mentioned in the July issue, an important
event in the history of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.

The latest development of the work at the new Home in GroC:ot
Road, Evington, Leicester-namely the erection of an up-to-date
Nursing Wing-is now completed, and will be opened on the above
date by the Society's good friend, Alderman G. A. Warburton,
J.P., e.C.

An affectionate appeal is made to all readers of the Gospel
M aga:dne who can do so to make a special effort to be present on
this occasion of thanksgiving to Almighty God.

I t should be emphasised that the erection of this much needed
Nursing block is a venture of faith on the part of the Committee.
The building and furnishing of it represents a very large expenditur~

of capital, and the maintenance of it will cause a ~eat financial
strain upon the Society. Indeed, it is not too much to say that it
will be necessary for the Society's regular income to be greatly
incre~sed in order to accomplish this purpose.

The Committee desire to look to the Lord in ''''hose hand is the
gold and silver to incline the hearts of many more friends, especially
young people, to send a donation, or better still, to become annual
subscribers. Above all, dear friends, do remember the Society in
your prayers. F.J.W.

"The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;

He will my Shield and Buckler be
As long as life endures.

" Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.

" The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine,

But God, who called me here below,
Will be for ever mine."

-John Newton.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

UNANSWERED PRAYER

"And shall not God a,venge His own elect, which cry day and night
unto' H~m, though He bear lOlng with them? I tell you that He
will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when tlur Son of Man
cometh, shall He find faith on the earth? "-LUKE 18: 7,8.

UNANSWERED prayer is perhaps one of the commonest causes of
complaint amongst God's living children. They see it written here
and there in the Scriptures that whatever they ask, believing, they
should receive; and, when they have asked, and not obtained, they
b~gin to murmur. Dear brethren in the Lord, you know what I
mean. But experience throws much light upon this perple~ing

subje,ct, and, when we calmly reflect upon God's promises, and
compare certain, other Scriptures with them, we shall not have any
just cause of complaint.

First, we should bear in mind that, though God makes gracious
and glorious promises to His children, He ever retains His right to
act t~n a sovereign way. So that when they ask may not be His time
for granting, or what they ask may not be good for them to rcceive.

Secondly, we should bear in mind that we--the most privileged of
us-are very ignorant. The apostle Paul has reminded us that we
know not what to ask for, or how to ask for it (Rom. 8 : 26); and
that, were it not for the Spirit of God working in us, we should
never pitch upon the right thing to ask for.

Thirdly, we should remember that a life of prayer (which every
Christian's is) is a life of conflict, 01 ups and down, of successes and
disappointments,. and that, if it were otherwise, we should have no
need of encouragement from the Lord. If, for instance, our prayers
were always answered immediately, where would be the exercise of
our graces? And, if they were never refused, where would be thc
meaning of the Lord's suggesting that we ought always to pray, and
not to faint? Do you not perceive the force of these remarks, my
brethren? I know as well as any man the saddening effects of long
unanswered prayer; but the Lord has taught me that in this very
thing His thoughts are thoughts of peace, and not of evil towards
me. May the Lord so teach us all that we may pray and not faint,
relying upon His word to avenge His own elect who cry day and
night unto Him.

And now let me open up the text.
L OOD'S CARE OF HIS OWN ELECT.

Oh, how that little word grates upon the ears of many! Some it
terrifies, some it horrifies. I heard of a high professor the other day
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who expressed himselfto a friend thus: " If I thought for a moment
there was such a people ,as the elect, I would go with the crowd."
Oh, what a shocking speech! How it develops the secret within; the
enmity of the carnal mind against God! But well is it for us there
is an elect people; for, if there were none, all the human family must
be lost. But God has chosen some upon whom He has set His love.
" I have loved thee with an everlasting love," says God to His elect
ones: "therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."

If we could always read our Bibles with our eyes open, we should
see that from beginning to end 'they a.re thickly studded over with
promises and assurances of keeping and protecting' God's elect.
What are all those "fear nots" that we so often meet with in the
Scriptures but so many assurances of God's care over us? What are
those oaths of God never to leave us nor forsake us but so many
evidences of His care over us? What are those affectionate and
passionate declarations of unalterable love to us but so many mani
festations of Jehovah's care over us? Surely, Paul, with these before
his eyes, backed up by his Master's death in behalf of His chosen
ones, might well exclaim, " Who shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect?" And Peter, with similar evidence before him, might
with all confidence exhort the elect to "cast all their care upon
God, for He careth for them."

But there ate four special things that God continually holds before
the minds of His elect to convince them of His care for them:

(1) Christ's sufferings and death;
(:2) Christ's resurrection;
(3) Christ's enthronement;
(4) Christ's intercession.

It is as if God were to say
(1) "By my Son's obedience my holy law has been fulfilled,

which my elect had broken as well as others;
(2) "By my Son's resurrection the perfection of His work is

proved; for, if one jot or tittle of justice's demands had
been unsatisfied, Christ would have been retained captive
by death;

(3) "By my Son's enthronement ~t my right hand, His victory
over the enemies of my elect is proclaimed;

(4) "And by my Son's intercession continually carried on in
behalf of my elect, I wish them to know· their perfect
security." .

o brethren beloved, elect of God, would that we at all times could
remember those blessed pledges of God's care over us! But, whether
or not, depend upon it, God does care for us, and will ever care
for us.
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It may be asked, H But suppose our faith is weak, will God care
for us then? " :God's care over us does not depend upon our faith,
whether 'it is' weak' or strong. It would be the same though our·
faitn were' imperceptible. Surely, when He cared for us when we
were His enemies, He will now care for us when we are His friends.
This is the argument of Paul in Rom. 5: 8-10, Oh, think of this,
children of God! God wilf care for you, even though you be filled
with unbelief. See how He cared for Moses, for Jeremiah, for
David, notwithstanding t,heirhard speeches. One of these exclaimed
to God, in peevish disgust," Thou hast not delivered Thy people
at all!" Another was, more audacious, and said, "Thou hast been
a liar unto me!" And the third was hardy enough to assert that
the very prophets were liars. The Church, moreover,- has more than
once charged God with forgetting, and forsaking her. But God's care
and God's love have. always been the same, His kindly remonstrance
being, " Can a woman forget 'her; sucking child ? "

, Brethren, what further proof is wanted of God's care over Bis
elect? In short,'God must care for His elect. First, because He has
pledged Himself to care for them; secondly, because He knows their
need of keeping; thirdly, becaus~ no one else can do it; fourthly,
because they have cruel and powerful enemies. Surely, after this,
we may adopt the Lord's own words, and say in defiance, "Shall
not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him? "

,'. . ,

n. ARE WE OF GOD'S ELECT?

Now comes the main question: Are we of God's elect? Now, to
begin with, there is no need for anyone to be alarmed at this word
"elect." For, though no one can elect himself, and it all depends
upon God's' sovereign will, whether we are elect ot non-elect" no one
can tell who is who except by evidences, and a man may be an elect
one whose evidence may not exhibit themselves until the last hour,
just as the thief's on the cross. First, every believer in what is to be
believed; secondly, every one who calls upon the Lord with his
heart; thirdly, every converted individual under the sun, is one of
God's elect; so that people might well object to the use of the term
believer, converted, called, saint, faithful in Christ, as elect.

They are all convertible terms, and when tsay none but the elect
can possibly be saved, I mean no more than another man who says
none but believers can possibly be saved. So I would beg of the
uninitiated 'to dismiss from their minds all ignorant and foolish
prejudice they may have as to the term" elect>

But to come to the question, Are we amongst God's elect? We
need' go no farther than our text for an ans,¥er. We are told here,
U They cry day and night unto God:" Who amongst you has this
evidence? Then you are of God's elect, for you are believers, and
you are sincere in your belief. They who cry to God, the God of
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revelation, must be quickened by the Holy Ghost, and they who are
quickened by the Holy Ghost must be conscious of their need ot'this
God, and so they give evidence of their relationship to Him.

And is it not your practice, dearly beloved, to pray day and night
to the God of all grace? Are you not continually crying for help in
time of need, for strength, for direction, for interference on your
behalf, for manifestation of God's love, Jor pardon for fresh sin, for
more and more grace? If so, you may rely upon it that you belong
to the elect family, and you may be certain that God will answer
you according to His wisdom; Take the text in connection with the
preceding parable, and you will get this information, namely, the
elect, harassed and perplexed and persecuted by sin, the world, and
the devil, are perpetually crying to God for rescue.

But God does not see fit to grant their requests all at once; « He
bears lomg with them," i.e., He bears long with their weakness, their
murmurings and importunities, and does not rebuke them for their
impatience. Or, though He forbears a long time from punishing
their adversaries, He will do so in His own set time.

Ill. EXHORTATION TO CONTINUE IN PRAYER.

I have now given you the meaning of the text, and I have helped
you to know who the elect of God are, as far as we are able to judge;
I would conclude by exhorting you' to continue in prayer. Prayer,
my brethren, has effected wondrous things before now!

(1) It delivered Jacob from the murderous wrath of Esau,
(2) It overthrew the vicious counsel of the base Ahithophel.
(3) It opened heaven through Elisha.
(4) It kept the, Assyrians out of Jerusalem.
(5) It liberated the imprisoned Peter, Paul, and Silas.
(6) It has brought down countless hlessings upon God's elect

in all ages.
Let us see that we ply this powerful engine.

We may not ,always obtain what we ask exactly in the way or
measure we desire, but we may rely upon it that a blessing will
attend it.

First, prayer, my brethren, magnifies God, for by it we acknow
ledg-e His omniscience, His wisdom, love, and power!

Secondly, prayer magnifies Christ, for by it we confess Him to be
the Mediator to present our sin-polluted petitions.

Thirdly, prayer magnifies the Holy Spirit, for by it we give Him
honour, knowing that without His direction we know not what to
pray for as we ought.

May the Lord give us the spirit of prayer and supplications! May
He encourage us who cry unto Him day and night, by answering
our prayers, to cry unto Him morc constantly and earnestly than
ever! WILLIAM PARKS.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

THE MAN WHO HAD NOT ON A WEDDING GARMENT

SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, Dublin, 1855
a And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man

which had not on a wedding garment."-Matthew 22 : 1l.

WHATEVER may have been the scope of the former part of this
parable, as to the rejection of the Jews, and the calling in of the
Gentiles, there can be no manner of doubt as to the drift and design
of the latter part, from which our text is taken.

The former part of the parable tells us of a King making a
marriage feast for his son, and sending to invite his guests; it tells
us of the manner in which the message was treated; the king, not
withstanding, furnishes his table with guests. But the time comes
when there is to be a consummation of the matter; the great day of
the feast arrives, the guests are assembled, and our attention is
attracted to one man in that company: we are told that he a had
not cm a wedding garment"; the question which was put to him was,
Friend, how camest thou in hither, not haviTlJg a wecMing garment?"
It was charging him at once with rash presumption. The conse
quence was, r,ejection,o he was bound hand and foot, and cast into
outer darkness.

Now, brethren, the Lord spake this parable in order to bring
before our minds things connected with His kingdom. He sets
before us, in the first place, this great truth, that there shall be a
day in which the Lord shall have His great feast-the day of the
setting up of His kingdom; that of which we preach, and of which
it may be said, as it was in the Apostle's days, that, "Some believe
the things which are spoken, and some believe not." And yet, the
day of the feast shaH come, and the King shall enter, and the guests
shall be seen; and then, if a man appears who has not on a wedding
garment, this, which is divested of all figure, must at the last take
place; that man must be consigned to " outer darkness, where shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth."

We would endeavour, brethren, to direct your attention in the first
place, to the meaning of this, which is here conveyed to us in the
language of parable, and called" a wedding garment."

And, secondly, we shall consider the presumptuousness of the man
who intruded into the presence of the king without it.

I.-THE MEANING OF THE WEDDING GARMENT

It is a universal custom throughout the world, that great enter
tainments, great court receptions, demand suitable garbing and
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attire, as respectful to the great one who holds the. levee, or the
court, or who makes the feast. The application of it is easy; what the
Lord intended to convey, and what we are sent to preach is this,
that there is a suitable garbing and attire which God demands, and
in which you must stand, if you are to see the Lord in peace. The
necessity which there is for this is, that" God is of purer eyes than
to behold iniquity"; and therefore, if His eye is ever to rest in
complacency upon any of us, it must be by our being- g-arbed in a
dignity suitable to His holiness.

You remember what God says of the wicked in the 50th Psalm.
"Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself."
Now, if this were so; if God's law were a dead letter-if God were
to be satisfied with having the requirements of His law trampled
upon; if, when God says that He is holy, men were allowed to say
that they do not care whether God is holy or not-that they will
live as they please; if God were such an one, we should have no
occasion to occupy this place; we should say, you may stand before
God, and demand your own conditions.

But we dare not, brethren, do this. We who are let into secrets
into which you are not often admitted; we who have to go from one
chamber of sickness to another, we know how the conscience of man
works within him, in the apprehension of standing- before a holy
God. I do not mean to say but that there are multitudes to whom
that word is entirely applicable-that " there are no bands in their
death." We have seen such men, who have laid down and died,
as the beast in the field, without one thoug-ht of the future; but we
say, that often when there is no saving- truth received into the soul,
there is a convictio;n in the breast that it is a fearful thing to stand
before God (Heb. 10: 31). We have seen men who have seemed to
cling fast to the edge of this world, as if afraid to let g-o, lest they
should fall into the hell beneath. We have seen the countenance
of a dying man giving expression to such a question as we have in
the 25th of Job-" How, then, can man be justified with God?"
And it is because we know these things in the Scriptures, and because
we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of
God, when we bring thesc things before his mind, that we urge this
upon your attention, that GOld requires the sinner to stand before
Him in a righteousness worthy of His own holy character.

If, again, the coming- of the Lord Jesus Christ into this world
were a great failure-if it were a monstrous fiction, palmed upon the
world by cunning priests, we should not urge this matter; but
believing as we do the truth which is declared in this Book, that the
Son of God did come, did bleed, did die, did make an atonement
on the cross, did give Himself, the just for the unjust, we say,
Sin must be a dreadful barrier betwecn God and man; that must
be a fearful thing which required such an atonement to be made.
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Again, if God's law were to be obeyed just as far as man finds it
convenient to obey it-if I might pare down this commandment,
and if you might pare down that commandment; if we mig-ht each
make a standard by which to measure ourselves, there would then
be no need to tell you of the necessity for such a rig-hteousness as this.
We might then say, as every false system says, "Do your best";
which is, after all, a great imposition, for no man does his best.
We might say, God is merciful; He is too merciful to punish your
sins. But, brethren, we dare not do this; this parable puts the subject
too solemnly before us.

THE WEDDING GARMENT IS CHRIST

I shall now tell you what this wedding garment is. I hold it to be
Christ. I do not say the atonement of Christ; I do not say the
righteousness of Christ; I do not say the regeneration of the Spirit;
I do not say the sanctification of the Spirit. You mark, I bring it
all before you; I say, having on the wedding garment, is be£ng found
in Christ. This is what St. Paul says, "Put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ."

Now, this is an illustration of frequent occurrence in the'Scriptures.
In the 61st of Isaiah we read these words:

" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall be joyful
in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as .a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a
bride adorneth herself with jewels."

Again, in the 45th Psalm, we read:
" The king's daughter is all glorious within, her clothing is

of wrought gold; she shall be brought unto the king in raiment
of needle-work."

The carefulness, and accuracy, and elaborate manner in which
this garment was to be made, wherein she was to appear, is here
presented to our view.

Now, brethren, when we read these things, we learn from them
something of th8 perfection of the garment in which he stands who
is found in Christ. You can have no word more comprehensive than
that which is in the 2nd of Colossians, " Complete in Him",. or that
word again in the 1st of the 1st Corinthians, which tells us that
co Christ Jesus is made of God untO' us, wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption." So' that having on the wedding
garment implies the standing before God in such a righteousness,
that God, who looks upon the individual, can see nothing whatever
wrong in him.

And we can preach to you none other salvation than this,
"Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
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though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" (Isaiah
1 : 18). There is completeness as to pardon; there is the fountain
opened for sin .and for uncleanness; so that the record which we
have to proclaim is this, " the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from
all sin" (1 John 1 : 7). And again, " Jehovah our Righteousness"
is the name by which Jesus is set forth to us in the Scriptures. Our
message to you is this, "By Him all that believe are justified from
all things from which they could not be justified by the law of
Moses" (Acts 13 : 30). It is no less a salvation which we are sent to
preach. It is not partly Christ and partly man, but altogether Christ.

It has been said that it was the custom in those countries, and at
the time when our blessed Lord spake this parable, to ?;ive the
wedding garment gratuitously. We lay no stress upon this; but what
we do lay stress upon is, that it is the ?;rand characteristic of the
Gospel, that salvation is freely bestowed on the sinner-" Being
justified freely by His grace"; or as that little story presents it to us~

"When they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both";
so that the beauty of it is; that it is perfect in all its parts; it is all
that God wants, and God gives it all.

JI.-THE MAN'S PRESUMPTUOUSNESS

Now, brethren, this man had it not; and therefore he was a
presumptuous intruder. Perhaps, he thought his own attire was ?;ood
enough. There may have been those who warned him, and who
told him, You cannot stand before the king in such garbing; and
we can suppose the man saying, It is quite good enough. Perhaps
he thought the king was too particular; perhaps he thought the king
would not be so particular; or, perhaps he thought that he would
pass in the crowd, and that he would not be noticed.

Now, to divest it of the figure, we say that this is precisely what
men are doing on every side. We have told you what are the
requirements of Jehovah's law, and we have told you what there is in
Christ Jesus. Now, think you that every man who hears these
words (which are words of truth, and we speak them with all the
authority that we can, because we find them in this Book, and we
know that in the day of judgment we shall pe able to stand and
face every individual who ever heard us, and to say, "We are pure
from the blood of all men.")-But think you that all who hear these
things submit to them? Think you that every man who leaves this
place this night, will say when he poes home, I see that it is a solemn
matter to appear before God; I see that if I am not in Christ, I shall
be at the last rejected?

Or, do vou not think that many will put the thou?;ht away
from them? That some will say, I am very well as I am? That
some, like the Jews of old, "being ignorant of God's righteousness,
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· ~~"

me, for I am holier than thou," then reproach us. But if you hear
us say, We believe God; we fear God; we want to be co·vered with
the righteousness of Christ; we want to take what God gives us so
freely; then do not charge us with being Pharisaic, but give us credit
for believing what God says.

But the end of the parable tells us, that this man was cast into
outer darkness. Donot imagine that we ministers are sent to mark
the true Christians. This is said of us ignorantly, and often dis
honestly. What we are sent to preach, is the necessity for the sinner
being found in Christ. "No man," says the Lord Jesus, "cometh
unto the Father but by me." There may be multitudes who seem to
listen to the Word we preach, who are not Christians at all; but
what we have to do is to deliver God's testimony; and then we hail
with joy the reception of it into the sinner's heart, and we thank
God when we see that man afterwards adorning the Gospel of God
his Saviour in all things.

We tell you, that this garment which is here presented to us, and
which we have told you is Christ, is the dignity of a man in· this
world. What you want, who would walk through this world at
peace with God, is to be found in Christ now; and as to the
future, we preach no purgatory, no mending of the matter in
another world. No !-we preach perfection, comP'leteness in Christ;
and if a man is not found in Christ now, he will never be found in
Him.

vVc have, brethren, proclaimed to you this night most solemn,
but most precious truths; if you believe what God has declared, you
are a happy people. You can rejoice in such a salvation as God.
reveals, and as God gives freely to the sinner, through His Son,.
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

When from the dust of death I rise,
To claim my mansion in the skies,
E'en then shall this be all my plea,
"Jesus hath lived and died for me."

Bold shall I stand in that great day;
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully, through these, absolved I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
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PILGRIM PAPERS

THOMAS SCOTT AND THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE

HIS ACCOUNT OF HIS CHANGE IN "THE FORCE OF TRUTH»

My design in writing this account of myself, and my relig-ious in
quiries and change of sentiments, was this: I consider myself as a
singular instance of a very unlikely person, in an uncommon
manner, being led on from one thing to another, to embrace a system
of doctrine which he once heartily despised.

As I assuredly believe that this change hath been effected under
the guidance and teach~ng of the Holy Spirit, so I hoped that a
circumstantial relation of it might be an encouragement and
comfort to those who know and love the Lord, and from them levy
a tribute of gratitude and praise to our gracious God: and that it
also might be instrumental, by the convincing Spirit, to awaken
others to a serious review of their religious sentiments; to put them
upon the same earnest inquiry after the truth as it is in Jesus; and
to influence them to the diligent use of the same blessed means, in
which the Lord directed me to be found. May the Lord guide both.
the writer, and every reader of these pages, to the saving knowledge
of the truth, and into the ways of peace and righteousness.

A MOST UNLIKELY PERSON

It must be evident to every unprejudiced reader of this narrative,
that at the time this change commenced, I was, humanly spie'aking,
a most unlikely perSion to embrace the system of doctrine above
stated. This will appear from the following considerations:

1. My religious opinions had been for many years directly
contrary to it. Being always of a reAecting- turn of mind, I enter
tained exceedingly high notions of the powers of human reason;
and I had, upon reasoning principles, embraced a system of religion,
which both soothed my conscience and Aattered my self-conceit.
After some trivial alterations, I seemed to myself, upon mature
deliberation, to have come to a settled determination, and had be
stowed considerable pains in making myself acquainted with those
arguments and interpretations of Scripture, by which that system is
usually defended: and I had ranked together many of those plaus
ible objections and high charges, which are commonly brought by
reasoning men against the doctrines and characters of the Calvinists.

But I was in a great measure a stranger to what the Calvinists
could say for themselves; because I thought the matter too plain to
bear an argument, and therefore did not think their answers worth
reading. In short, very few have been recovered from that abyss of
error (for so I must call it) into which I had been permitted to sink.
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Full of confidence in my cause, and in the arguments with which I
was prepared to support it, I was eager to engage in controversy
with the Calvinists, and entertained the most sanguine hopes of
victory. In this confidence I frequently harangued against them
from the pulpit, and spared not to charge upon them consequences
both absurd and shocking. Yet, after much, very much, anxious
diligent inquiry, I have embraced, as the sacred truths of God's
unerring Word, every doctrine of this despised system!

2. My natural spirit and temper were very unfavourable to such
a change. Few persons have ever been more self-sufficient and
positive in their o'pinions, than I was. Fond to excess of entering
into argument, I never failed on these occasions to betray this
peculiarity of my character. I seldom acknowledged or suspected
myself mistaken; and scarcely ever dropped an argument, till either
my reasonings or obstinacy had silenced my opponent.

A certain person once said of me, that I was like a stone rolling
down a hill, which could neither be stopped nor turned: this witness
was true; but those things which are impossible with man, are easy
with God. I am evidently both stopped and turned: man, I am
persuaded, could not have done it; but this hath God wrought, and
I am not more a wonder to others than to myself.

Indeed, I carried the same obstinate, positive temper into my
religious inquiries; for I never gave up one tittle of my sentiments
till I could defend it no longer; nor ever submitted to conviction till
I could no longer resist. The strong man armed with my natural
pride and obstinacy, with my vain imaginations, and reasonings,
and high thoughts, had built himself many strongholds, and kept his
castle in my heart; and, when one stronger than he came against
him, he stood a long siege: till, being by superior force driven from
one to another,and all his armour in which he trusted being at
len~th taken from him, he was constrained to recede. So that the
Lord having made me willing in the day of his power, I was forced
to confess, " 0 Lord, thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed."

3. My situation in life rendered such a change ~mprobable. I
had an increasing family, no private fortune, a narrow, precarious
income, and no expectations, except from such friends as my con
duct might procure or continuue to me. I had unexpectedly con
tracted an acquaintance with some of those, whose favour goes a
great way towards a man's advancement in life; nor was I insensible
to the advantages to be hoped for,' from cultivating by a compliant
behaviour their kind and friendly regard to me. At the same time,
I was no stranger to the opinion which the world entertain of those
who preach these disreputable doctrines; and could not but con
clude, that embracing them would probably deprive me of these
prospects of preferment.
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But, as the result of diligent inquiry, I was assuredly convinced
that it was my indispensable duty to profess and preach them, and
that by so doing alone, I could insure to myself the favour of a
better Friend than any here below: and thus, while fully aware all
along how unfavourable, according to human probability, it would
prove to my worldly interests, I at length deliberately embraced
them.

4. My regard to character was no trifling security against such
a change of sentiment. I was ambitiously and excessively fond of
that honour which cometh from man; and considered the desire of
praise as allowable, nay, laudable. By this motive was I ur~ed on
to a very diligent prosecution of my studies, even beyond what
natural inclination led me to; and my whole conduct was influenced
by, my whole conversation was tinctured with, this vain-~lorious aim.
On the other hand, with approbation and self-complacency, I had
been accustomed to hear the most contemptuous and approbrious
epithets liberally bestowed on those persons, to whom I have now
joined myself: and all along, as I verged nearer and nearer to
methodism, I was painfully sensible that I was drawing upon myself
the same mortifyin~ distinctions.

I have been a vain-glorious candidate for human applause; but
I renounce such pretensions, and willingly submit to be considered
by the world, under the mortifying character of a half-witted, crack
brained enthusiast. These epithets I am sensible are now bestowed
upon me behind my back, nay, very often to my face: I bless God,
however, this doth not move me; but I can heartily thank him,
that I am counted worthy to suffer shame for his sake.

But when I saw the trial approaching, it appeared very formid
able; and I can truly affirm, that nothing but the fullest conviction,
that the cause in which I was embarking was the cause of God,
nothing, but not daring to act contrary to the plain dictates of my
conscience, could have influenced me to make this sacrifice of my
character, and bring upon myself so much scorn and contempt.

FALLEN INTO ENTHUSIASM?

To reasO'n with our despisers upon their own principles: if I am
now fallen into enthusiasm, mistake, and strong delusion? I certain
ly was, when I first set out in this inquiry, a very unlikely person so
to do. My leading resolve was to search for the truth diligently,
and to embrace it wherever I found it, and whatever it might cost.

No sooner had I begun the inquiry, than I was called upon to
give proof of the sincerity of this resolution; and from a principle
of conscience, though a mistaken one, I renounced my prospect of
an immediate preferment; and it would be uncandid to question my
sincerity after it had been thus evidenced. Since that time I have
also deliberately sacrificed ~my character, and hazarded the loss of
all my former friends.
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Giving these proofs of 'integrity, I set off in dependence on those
plain promises which I have mentioned: I have sought this desired
knowledge of the truth, chiefly in reading the Holy Scriptures, and
by prayer for the promised teaching of the Holy Ghost, in the
manner which hath been related; and I am now led to conclusions
diametrically opposite to what I expected!

Now, lay all these things tog-ether, and attentively consider them,
and then let your own consciences determine how far it is probable,
that a person, in this manner seeking for the truth, should be given
over to a strong delusion to believe a pernicious lie. "If a son shall
ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone?
or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? or if he
shall ask an egg, will he give him a scorpion? If ye, then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask him?" Can any man suppose, that ,after such repeated anp
continued pleading, of the express promises of the Lord to this effect,
in earnest prayer, according to his appointment, I should be de
livered up to the teaching of the father of lies? Can anyone make
this conclusion without an evident insinuation that God hath broken
his promises?

In short, you may make a jest of the narrative; you may throw
by the book without giving any attention to an argument of, this
kind; you may say, what you can never prove, that it is ,all a con
trived story; or you may argue, that these promises, though con
tained in the Bible, are not to be depended on by us, which is to give
up .the Scriptures to be scoffed at by infidels and atheists, and to
render them useless to the humble anxious inquirer after truth and
salvation; but by no other means, I am assured, can you account
for this single circumstance, without allowing, that the substance of
those doctrines, which I have now embraced, is indeed contained in
the word of God; that they comprise the truth as it is in Jesus, and
are not corrupted with any such delusion as can hazard the salvation
of my soul, or the souls of those who by my ministry receive them.
On this supposition all difficulties vanish.

The Lord had given me a sincere desire to know the saving
doctrine of the Gospel; and though I was exceedingly ignorant,
obstinate, and prejudiced, yet this desire having, according to His
direction, led me to the Word of God, and influenced me to seek His
teaching by prayer, He was faithful to His own promises, and it was
an example of His own words, "Everyone that asketh receiveth,
and he that seeketh findeth." My evident sincerity in seeking the
truth was sufficient to convince any person, conversant and exper
ienced in the things of God, that, as my friend foretold, thither
would all my inquiries lead me; in that would they all finally centre.

And could I be assured, beloved reader, whoever thou art, that
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thou wast as sincerely desirous to know the truth as I then was,
and as heartily resolved to embrace it wherever thou mightest find
it, and whatever it should cost thee; had I also assurance that, in a
believing dependence on these promises, thou wast diligently, and
from day to day, in the study of the Word of God and prayer, seek
ing the accomplishment of them; I would as confidently foretell,
that, .as to those things which I now regard as essential to salvation,
and, if thou hast the souls of others committed to thee, as to what
is needful for thv usefulness in the ministry, thou wouldst be brought
in time to these same conClusions, whatever thy present religious
sentiments may be. May the Lord give thee true sincerity, and
incline thine heart to try the experiment!

TOO CONFIDENT?

I am aware that many will object to what I have argued on this
head, as being too' confident; and as what is urged by men of contrary
religious sentiments, each in behalf of his own system: and, as I
could not leave any material and plausible objection in force against
what I have advanced, I hope the reader will excuse my obviating
this beforehand.

I would therefore entreat those who object to the confidence with
which this argument is brought forward, impartially and carefully
to consider the limitations with which on every hand it is guarded;
and then to inquire, whether in any other way, than that which
hath been mentioned, they can account for the fact. That is, sup
posing this narrative true (for which the appeal is to the heart
searching God), and supposing the promises mentioned to be pro
posed to us, that we may embrace them, depend on them, and plead
them in prayer, considering the glory of the Divine veracity as
concerned in their accomplishment to every believer; let them try
whether they can possibly evade one of these conclusions: either
God had failed of His promise; or He hath, in the main, and as far
as is expressed, led the author by His Holy Spirit to the knowledge
and belief of the truth.

As to the confidence of men of opposite sentiments, I observe
that many, who speak in high terms concerning sincerity and
candour, will without hesitation condemn, as enthusiastical, such
reliance on the promises, and this way of searching for truth; and
it is plain they do not seek truth in that manner which they condemn
in others. Many others perhaps slightly mention these matters, but
they will not endure to be closely questioned; for, being conscious
that they have not sought the truth in this manner, they evade such
discourse as personal.

Again, the writings of many professed inquirers after truth
evidently show that they expect to find it, not by " trusting in the
Lord with all their heart," or seeking it from the Scriptures, and
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by earnest prayer for the teaching of the Holy Spirit; but by
"leaning to their own understanding"; resting the argument on
philosophical reasonings, and the authority of this or that renowned
name; and supporting their conclusions by bold and perplexing
criticisms and interpretations of Scripture. Hence so many daring
appeals from revelation to reason and philosophy! hence such and
so many objections, brought against doctrines plainly revealed in
God's word, if language hath any determinate meaning! and so
many consequences charged upon these doctrines, with a design to
invalidate their Divine authority; as if the appearance of unreason
ableness, imposed by every disingenuous art, were sufficient to prove
the plainest revelation of God's Holy Spirit a falsehood! Hence
such liberty in interpretation and criticism on the word of God, as
the learned would never endure in interpreting or criticising Virgil
or Horace!

These things prove that such persons are strangers to that earnest,
hearty, sincere desire to know the truth, which brings the inquirer
to an humble willingness to be taught of God, and, in submission of
understanding, to seek wisdom from His word and Spirit. It is in
deed most evident that many who profess to be influenced by this
sincere desire to know the truth, are not troubled with suspicions
that they are, or can be wrong. They have made up their minds
before they begin the inquiry; and you will not find them willing to
make the least concession, but, in the management of the con
troversy, resolved to vindicate and contend for every tittle; and
where arguments fail. to make use of the other arts of controversy,
with which skill in the management of their weapons, and anger
against their opponents, can supply them. Where a cause is thus
maintained, you may easily know that there is none of that earnest
desire of learning the truth, that anxious fear of mistaking it, that
self-diffidence, and those doubts concerning the sentiments held at
present, which constitute the godly sincerity that leads the inquirer
to the Word and Spirit of God for direction and teaching.

And as to men of :another spirit, who appear sincere, humble,
and willing to be taught of God in their inquiry after truth, but
do not entirely agree with what has been laid down, I would only
wish them to observe the distinction established between some and
others of these doctrines. Such persons do not, I dare say, materially
differ from that which has been mentioned as necessary to salvation ~
as therefore, I allow them to have been in the main taught of God,
so I only require the same allowance. Let it be supposed that the
same God, who, according to His promise, hath led both, as far as is
needful to salvation, in the same way, has in other things left us to
differ, for the mutual exercise of candour and forbearance, till that
time when we shall know even as we are known.
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THEOLOGY

IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS

A DISCOURSE BY THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE

a He hath made him to be sin for us, who> know no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him."-2 Cor. 5: 2l.

IT is the gTeat and merciful design of the gospel to acquaint a sinner,
who is guilty and condemned by the holy law of God, how he may
be pardoned and justified. Every one of us is a sir.mer; for all have
sinned, and therefore all us stand in need of pardon, and ought to
receive it with thankful hearts as soon as the gospel preaches it to us.
But the greatest part of mankind are not sensible of their guilt, nor
apprehensive of their danger. Sin has nothing in it terrible to them.
They love it, dream of happiness in the enjoyment of it, and while
this delusion continues, they see not their want of, and therefore
have no desire for, the gospel salvation. But when one of these
persons awakes and opens his eyes, he is then terrified at the sight
of his present state. Sin appears to him in a new light: he finds it
to be exceeding sinful, and the wrath of God, revealed from heaven
against it, to be beyond measure dreadful. His guilty conscience
alarms him with an awful sense of his danger, and makes him feel
some of the punishment due to sin; and then he cannot be easy
until he know that his sins may be pardoned, and he cannot be
happy until he has some evidence of their being pardoned. Now,
Christiani ty is the only religion which can give such a person relief;
because it alone teaches him by what means he may be pardoned
and justified, and have peace with God. He may be pardoned
freely through the grace of God, and justified through the righteous
ness of Jesus Christ, whom God the Father hath made sin for us,
although he knew no sin in himself, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him, and, being thus justified by faith in
him, we might have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Although this doctrine be clearly taught throughout the Scrip
tures, yet. there are at present two sorts of men who are great
enemies to it, and who strive to keep convinced sinners from the
comfort of it: I mean the Papists, who go about to establish their
own righteousness, and the Pharisees, among us, who will not submit
to the righteousness of God. The notion of the Papists concerning
merit is the foundation of all their errors. They teach that Chrsit
merited the grace for them, which is in them, and then this grace in
them merits their justification; and for this inherent grace God doth
justify them. And thus they make a Saviour of inherent grace, and
put it in the place of Christ, and give his glory to their own works.
But if inherent grace be ourtighteousness before God, then how

.{'l
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does God justify the ungodly, who have no grace, or how can he
justify a man for those graces which are imperfect, and which want

the benefit of Christ's atonement? Absurd as this opinion of theirs
is, yet they must defend it. Their cause rests upon it: for if you
take away their doctrine of merit, down falls the whole super
structure of their superstition, all their indulgences, pardons, pil
grimages, masses, fasts, penances, and the mighty Babe! of man's
inventions. Wl).en this doctrine was grown to a monstrous height, it
pleased God to raise up Luther and the rest of the Reformers to
preach against it. Their principal aim and design was to overthrow
the merit of works, and to establish justification by faith only, and
they succeeded. Several nations were converted from the errors of
Popery, ,and among the rest the inhabitants of this island. Our
forefathers threw off the Romish yoke, and received the pure doc
trines of the gospel, which, amidst our several changes and revo
lutions of government, have been happily preserved, until there has
been, of late years, a manifest departure from them. Great multi
tudes of Protestants are going fast back again to Popery, and seem
ingly without knowing it; for it is a received opinion in England,
as much as in France, that man's works are effectual and meritorious
towards his justification before God. This is the fundamental heresy
of the Papists, and how many nominal Protestants have fallen into
it, our enemies can tell. They see, with pleasure, that there is very
little appearance of religion left amongst us, and that some of our
most decent professors are become Papists in that leading principle
which separates the Popish from the Protestant communion.

Things being in this unpromising state, the friends of the Reform
ation should bestir themselves. They should try to point out the old
land-marks. This is more especially incumbent upon the clergy.
It is high time for them to hold forth to their people the funda
mental doctrines of the. established church, and to warn them against
the errors of Popery and Pharisaism. With this view I have chosen
the words now read for your present meditation; and may the Lord
give His blessing to what shall be spoken upon them! Oh that He
may accompany with effectual working of His power, what shall be
said,

First, Concerning Christ's unspotted innocence. He knew no sin.
Yet,

Secondly, God made Him to be sin for us, and,
Thirdly, For this reason, that we might be made the righteousness

of God in Him.
I.-HE KNEW NO SIN

And first, our Lord's fitness to be made sin for us, is here set
forth by His knowing no sin. He knew it not in the Scripture sense
'of the word. He had no practical knowledge of sin, either in thought,
word, or deed.
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Speculatively, He knew it well; but that could not defile Him:
for it was the sin of others which He knew, and hated, and came to
put away by the sacrifice of Himself. Christ was perfectly acquainted
with the holy, just, and good law of God; He saw clearly into the
purity and spi~ituality of it, which could not suffer the least offence,
being- as holy, just, and good as God himself is, and being the copy
of His most perfect mind and will. In this view our Lord beheld
the odious nature of sin, and the exceeding sinfulness of it. He
knew the hatred which the all-pure God had to it, the punishment it
deserved. and the everlasting- fire which it had kindled in the nether
most hell. No one ever understood these things so clearly as Christ
did. He saw the destructive effects of sin, what disorder it had
brought into the world, and to what temporal and eternal evils it
had subjected the bodies and the souls of men.

He knew also that there was no help upon earth, and that no
creature in heaven, of the highest order of angels, could deliver
anyone sinner from his distress, and much less a multitude; there
fore His eye pitied us, and His compassion was moved at the sight
of our lost and helpless state. Behold what manner of love He hath
bestowed upon such sinners as you and me! a love which led Him
to do greater wonders to save, than He had before done to create
us; for He, the most high God, humbled Himself to be made man.
He, whom angels and archangels had been worshipping from the
moment of their creation, took upon Him the form of a servant, and
came to save His people from their sins.

Adore, my brethren, and praise this infinite condescension of the
incarnate God: for it was for you, who believe it by true faith, and
for your salvation, that the word was made flesh. He was equal to
this g-reat work; because He w;:ts perfect God and perfect man in one
Christ, and as such He was absolutely free from sin-« He knew
no sin," He knew it not in practice. No sin, no inclination, no
motion or rising of sin ever entered into His heart, and therefore He
was pure from the least spot or stain of pollution.

The Scripture is very plain upon this point. Christ was known in
the times of the Old Testament by the titles of the Holy Name,
the Holy One, the Holy One of Israel; and the prophet Isaiah speaks
of the Lord the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One; and when
the fulness of time was come, that this Holy One should be made
flesh, He was conceived and born without the least taint of corrup
tion, conceived of the Holy Spirit, and born of a pure virg-in. Yea,
the angel Gapriel pronounced Him to be holy before His birth, in
the message to the virgin, Luke 1 : 35 : "The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the P9wer of the Highest shall overshadow thee;
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God."
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He was born holy, and such was the life of the holy child Jesus,
as His birth had been. We may see clearly how pure He came into
this world, from the purity with which He lived in it. How different
was His life from ours! He knew no sin, in thought, word, or deed.
The prophet says, "He had a clean heart," all His thoughts were
clean; "He had pure hands," all his affections were pure" and He
had a mouth without guile," no idle, false, or sinful word ever passed
through His lips. He was altogether holy, harmless, and undefiled,
and separate from sinners. In the law of the Lord was His study
and His delight. He came to glorify it, and by keeping it in its
spiritual nature, and in its full extent, with every faculty of soul
and body, and at all times He made it honourable. He paid it that
obedience which it demanded, and continued in all things that were
written in the book of the law to do them. Thus in Him was no
sin; sin being the transgression of the law. And accordingly we find
Him challenging His bitterest enemies upon this point: "Which of
you," says He (John 8: 46), "convinces Me of sin?" Nay, He
went further and defied Satan himself, as well as the Jews: "The
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me," no sin of
mine own to lay to my charge.

From these passages it plainly appears that Christ knew no sin.
He was a pure and spotless lamb, holy and without blemish; and
it was necessary He should be so; becausse, if He ever had any sin
of His own, He could not have obeyed and suffered for the sins of
others. The infinite purity of God's law can pass by no sin. Upon
the least transgression, if it be but a thought or motion in the heart,
the law passes sentence and condemns: "Cursed is everyone who
continueth not in all things that are written in the book of the law
to do them": and if you continue not to do them, justice calls
aloud for the infliction of the threatened curse, and waits to see it
fully executed; therefore, unless Christ hath continued to do all
things which are written in the book of the law, He could not have
obeyed and suffered for the sins of others; because He would then
have suffered for His own, which must not be imagined. It would
be blasphemy to suppose any such thing. When the last scene of
His sufferings began, He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, a lamb
without blemish and without spot, such as the ceremonial law
required. You know, my brethren, that no creature could be offered
in sacrifice to the Lord, if it had the least blemish or deformity.

By this type was prefigured the perfect sinless purity, which was to
be in the [~reat sacrifice for sin. He was to be a lamb without
blemish, without the least spot or stain of sin, either in His nature
or in His life, and such a one was the Lamb of God. The apostle
says expressly, 1 Pet. 2: 22, " He did no,sin." And St. John; 1 Eph.
3: 5, speaks to believers, "Ye know, that he was manifested to take
away our sins, and in him is no sin"; this was a known and estab-
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lished truth, that in Christ there was no sin. If judgment was laid
to the line, and righteousness to the plummet, there would be found
in Him a perfect conformity to the law. And this His active obed
ience was necessary to prepare Him for His passive, that, having
obeyed the law actively, He might suffer passively whatever was due
to our disobedience. And that ri~hteousness, by which we are
accounted righteous before God, is the effect of His being- obedient
unto death, of His obedience to the preceptive part of the law,
which was His fulfilling the righteousness of the law; and of His
obedience to the vindictive part of the law, which was His bearing
the curse of it. His active obedience was absolutely perfect. He
knew no sin, and therefore was every way fit and qualified to suffer
for sin, "to be made sin for us," as the apostle expresses it in my
text; which words I am, in the second place, to consider.

n.-Gon MADE mM TO BE SIN FOR US

Although Christ knew no sin, yet He was made sin. How could
that be? How could He be made sin, who knew no sin? He was
made sin, not practically, but by imputation. He had no sin inherent
ly in Him, but had sin ~mputed to Him, when the Lord laid upon
Him the iniquities of us all. In His own person there was no
inherent spot or stain of sin, or any such thing. He could not touch
the pollution of sin, nor could He practically know its filthy defiling
nature. He was not a drunkard, a whoremonger, a thief, or what
ever you call a sinner, as such. He neither was a sinner practically,
nor had He ever the least inclination to be so; because His will was
always in perfect harmony with the will of God. From whence it
appears that Christ was not made a polluted sinner, nor yet a guilty
sinner, as to the merit and desert of sin. In this respect He was not
capable of being made sin. He did not, as to himself, deserve the
punishment of sin, for which he suffered. Punishment is due to
transgressors, but Christ had not trans~ressed. Even when He suf
fered, accordin~ to St. Peter, He was just and righteous in Himself
(1 Pet. 3 : 18), "Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust." He was perfectly just, and therefore capable of under
taking to suffer for the unjust, that, as no sufferin~was due to Him,
the merit of what He suffered might be imputed unto them.

And so it was. He freely entered into an obligation to stand in the
place of the unjust, and to undergo the punishment due to them;
and this, with His own consent, the Lord laid upon Him; and in
this sense He was made sin for us. He was made sin in the same
way that we are made righteous. Now, the righteousness by which
wc are justified is not inherent in ourselves, but it is in Christ, and is
made ours through God's imputing it to us. In like manner our sins
were not inherent in Christ, but imputed to Him and laid upon
Him. He was willing to become our surety, and to answer for our
sins, and to have them imputed to Him, so as' to be obli~ed to bear
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the punishment of them, even the wrath and curse, which, if He
had not endured them, would have sunk every one of us into the
pit of hell. But Christ his own self bore them in His own body upon
the tree. As the surety of all that shall believe in Him, He under
took to answer all the demands which law and justice had upon
them. And He was willing to have all their sins imputed to Him,
and placed to His account, that He might satisfy for them. Accord
ingly we read that He was once offered to bear the sins of many,
and that by His own blood He obtained eternal redemption for
them. When their iniquities were laid upon Him, although He
knew no sin, yet He knew what it was to suffer for sin. He died
the death and endured the pains, which were in nature and propor
tion due to them for their sins, and for the full satisfaction of law
and jus.tice.

In this sense Christ was made sin; but what would this avail, if
He was a mere man? He might be made sin, and might suffer, but
not for us. The apostle says, in my text, He was made sin for us.
What was effectual to us, must be more than human, and could
be nothing short of divine. Christ's undertakings were too great to
be performed by any person less than the most high God. And
accordingly the Scripture teaches us that Christ was Jehovah, the
true self-existent God, a co-equal and co-eternal person with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, ,and in His person God. and man were
united in one Christ. By this personal union, what the manhood did
and suffered partook of the infinite merit of the Godhead. The
manhood of Christ had no sin in it; and therefore what it suffered
for the sin imputed to it was infinitely meritorious, because he who
suffered was God as well ,as man. This most wonderful method of
bringing many sons unto glory was contrived by the ever-blessed
Trinity, and settled by the covenant of grace. God the Son was
pleased to become their surety, and to stand up in their nature to
act and to suffer Jar them; and what He undertook He could not
fail of accomplishing; for all things are alike possible to His almighty
power. When He acted for His people, He was God as well as man;
His obedience was therefore divine and infinite, and by the merits
of it shall many be made righteous. When He suffered for His
people, His sufferings were of such infinite merit and efficacy, that
by His stripes they are healed and freed from suffering. He took
their griefs and carried their sorrows, that they might never feel
tehm. When He died, and paid, the debt to justice, which they
ought to have paid, He soon brought them a discharge; for although
He was buried and descended into hell, yet on the third day He
rose again from the de.ad, and thereby demonstrated that all the
ends were answered for which He was made sin for them.

Here. my Christian brethren, let us stop and adore the free love
and rich mercy of our Divine Redeemer. He, the most high God,
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blessed for ever, condescended to be made man for us, and for our
salvation. Oh wonderful condescension! that there should be any
mercy for such enemies and rebels as we have been; and how did
He magnify His compassion, that, when He might in justice have
destroyed us, yet He humbled Himself and stooped down to save us ! .
But how great was his humiliation in vouchsafing to take on Him
the form of a servant, and to live in poverty and contempt! Con
sidering who it was that became a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief, we see the greatest wonder of all-the depth of His
humiliation. He that was the lowest upon earth, was highest in
heaven. He came down to be made sin for us, to have our sins

. imputed to Him, and to answer for them to law and justice.
Accordingly, they were laid upon Him, and He bore them in His
own body on the cross, and thereby saved us from our sins.

Blessed, for ever blessed, be the name of our dear Redeemer.
Glory, and honour, and thanks never ceasing be to Him, who took
all our sufferings upon Himself, because He could bear that which
we could not, and because He could satisfy for that, in a short time,
which we could not in eternity; and who, having thus delivered us
from sin and suffering, has righteousness to impute unto us, in which
me may stand blameless at the bar of justice. Oh, let us praise Him
with our lips and lives who was made sin for us, that He might be
made righteous to us !-which is the third point I was to consider.

IlL-WE ARE MADE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM

He was a spotless lamb, and therefore capable of being made sin
for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
Righteousness is a perfect conformity to the law and will of God;
and without this, no man shall see the Lord: "For the unrighteous
shall not inherit the Kingdom of God " (1 Cor. 6 : 9), and we are all
unrighteous, because we have all sinned, and robbed God of His
glory. The question then is, In what way, or by what means, can
we attain righteousness? Can we attain it by the works of law? No,
it is impossible; because, if it were attainable by our own works,
then we should be inherently righteous, and should have such a
righteousness as the law demands; but the law demands perfect,
unsinning obedience, which we have not paid it: and upon our
failing to pay it, the law pronounces us guilty, passes sentence, and
leaves us, as to any thing we can do, for ever under the curse; it
being the irrev~rsible decree of the Almighty Lawgiver, that, since
all flesh has sinned and broken the law, therefore by the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified.

But if sinners cannot be justified by any inherent righteousness,
what righteousness have they to plead at the bar of justice? They
have a righteousness absolutely perfect and complete, called, in
Scripture, the righteousness of God, because the Lord our righteous-
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ness contrived and wrought it out. He came into the world, and
took flesh, in order to fulfil all righteousness By His obedience and
sufferings He satisfied all the demands of law and justice, and paid
that immense debt which none of us could pay, and hereby He was
made of God unto us righteousness: God the Father constituted and
ordained Him to be the perfect righteousness of believers. In Him
is their righteousness: "Their righteousness is of me, saith the
Lord ". (Isa. 54: 17). For Christ is the end of the law for righteous
ness to everyone that believeth.

If you ask, how the righteousness of another can be made yours?
It must be in the same way that Christ was made sin. He had no
sin of His own, and yet He was made sin by imputation; and
believers have no righteousness of their own, nor have they any
inherent righteousness; but He was made sin by having their sins
imputed to Him, and they are made righteous by having His
righteousness imputed to them. The manner of God's proceeding is
the same in both cases.

When the Psal~ist says, a Blessed is the man to' whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity," how is this to be understood? Has he no
iniquity in him? Yes, he has original and inherent sin; and if he
says he has no sin, he deceives himself; but he is a blessed man,
because the Lord does not impute sin to him, nor charge him with
it. So when David describeth the blessedness of the man to whom
God imputeth righteousness, has the man this righteousness in him
self, and is he inherently righteous? No; but, by an act of grace,
God accepts him righteous, and imputes righteousness unto him; and
therefore he is blessed. And thus God imputes righteousness to
them who believe, not for a righteousness which is in them, but for
a righteousness which He imputes unto them. As their iniquities
were laid upon Christ, and satisfaction for them required of Him;
as a debt is of the bondsman, although he had none of the money,
so is the righteousness of Christ laid upon them. In like manner, as
their sins were made His, so is His righteousness made theirs. He
is sin for them, not inherently, but by imputation; and they
righteousness through Him, not inherently, but by imputation.

This is the righteousness in which alone a sinner can stand
acquitted at God's bar. There he must make mention of this
righteousness, even of this only; for none but this can answer the
demands of the law, and expiate the curse of it; and this righteous
ness can be made his by no other way than by God's imputing it
to him; which, as it is the great truth held forth in my text, I will
endeavour more fully to explain and defend by the following
reasons :-

First argwment, the ceremonial law taught this doctrine very
clearly. Whenever a person had sinned, he was to bring his sacrifice
to the priest, and to lay his hands upon its head, confessing his sins
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over it, and then the guilt was transferred to the sacrifice, and its
blood was shed instead of his. This is mentioned several times in
Leviticus 4.

And of the scapegoat we read, Lev. 16: 21 : "Aaron shall lay
both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their trans~ressions

in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat." All the
sins of the children of Israel were passed over to the goat; but were
they put into the goat, or were they inherent in him? No. This is
too absurd to be supposed; but they were put upon the goat. And
this was a very expressive image of our sins being laid upon Christ,
for all the sacrifices represented Him. As the scapegoat had imputed
to him all the people's iniquities, so had Christ all His people's
iniquities imputed to Him; and as the goat did bear upon him all
their iniquities, so Christ did bear all their sins in His own body
upon the tree. What was prefigured by the type, was fulfilled by the
reality, when Christ suffered once for sin, the just for the unjust:
for then He was made sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him. Our righteousness is in Him. This is a

Second argument: That rightc<ousnes.r, which is our justification
before God, is in Christ: believers have it not in themselves; they
have not an inherent righteousness, wrought out and attained by
their own works, but their justifying righteousness was wrought out
by another, and it is in Him. How, then, can it be made theirs in
any other way than by imputation? Must it not be transferred to
them in the same way that their sins were transferred to him? And
how were they transferred to Him? They were imputed, not in
herent: they were laid upon Him, not into Him. So his righteous
ness is in Him, as their sins were in them; and it is imputed, not
inherent; it is not put into them, but upon them. Their righteous
ness is in Him, and He is the Lord their righteousness, and con
sequently that righteousness for which they are justified cannot be
in them; but it is made theirs when God imputes it to them, and
they by faith receive it.

Third argument: The manner of receiving it, which is by faith.
Faith is the only instrument which God is pleased to use in applying
Christ's righteousness. The apostle calls it the righteousness of faith,
because faith alone is emploved in the application of this righteous
ness. It is never called the righteousness of any other grace, but of
faith. We never read of the righteousness of humility, meekness, or
charity: these are of great price in the sight of God, but they have
no office in justifying a sinner. This belongs solely to faith: for to
him that worketh not, but believeth, is righteousness imputed. It
is not by working, but by believing, that sinners are justified. When
they are convinced of sin, find no righteousness in themselves, hear
the dreadful sentence of the law against the unrighteous, and feel
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in their guilty consciences some of the miseries which they deserve,
then they are stirred up to seek for a righteousness in which they
may stand acquitted before the judgment-seat of God. The Scrip
ture offers· to them such a righteousness in Christ; and when God
enables them to rest and to rely upon it for their justification, they
then by faith have peace with God, through Jesus Christ their Lord.
Thus the convinced sinner is forced to seek a righteousness out of
himself, and to rely upon the righteousness of another: and how can
this be made or accounted his in any other way than by imputation?
How can he be made righteous in Christ, but by having Christ's
righteousness imputed to him?

If these arguments be well considered, they will, I hope, establish
the doctrine of the text; for they clearly prove, that God hath
appointed the Lord Jesus. Christ to be the only righteousness of His
people. He was made sin for them; their sins being laid upon Him,
as the sins of the children of Israel were laid upon the scapegoat.
And He was made of God unto them righteousness, and their
righteousness is in him, not an inherent, but an imputed righteous
ness, and received by faith, which submits to be justified by the
righteousness of another, and rests with full trust and confid~nce

upon it. This is the fundamental doctrine of Christianity; and the
direct contrary is the fundamental doctrine of Popery.

THE PAPIST

At the Reformation, the Lord raised up faithful witnesses to bear
their testimony against that reigning heresy of the Papists which
places merit in man's works; yea, such merit as to justify a sinner
before God; yet, still greater merit; for they maintain that a man
can do more than the moral law requires, and can perform works of
supererogation, the merit of which may be imputed to another
person; and yet, at the same time, they deny the imputation of
Christ's merits.

The first Reformers preached boldly against those blasphemies;
and that blessed servant of God, Luther, was bold indeed. He
knew well the dangerous tendency of the doctrine of merit, and
therefore he principally wrote and preached against it; and God
gave him great success. A sinner made righteous by the righteousness
of Christ is, as he used to say, the doctrine upon which a church
stands or falls.

Upon it our church was established, and has long stood; but do
we stand upon it now? Are we all champions for the Protestant
doctrine, or are we in general departed from it? Alas! our enemies
can tell, with triumph they tell, of the increase of the Popish interest
among us. And why does it increase? Whence is it that they make
so many converts? Is it not because our people are not well estab
lished in this Protestant doctrine? If it was taught and preached
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houses so full. Many of our people know not what it is to be a Pro
testant, and therefore they become an easy prey to the Papists, who
are so busy and successful in making converts that they pretend they
have on one Lord's day more communicants at the mass-house in
Lincoln's Inn Fields than we have on the same day at all the
churches in London. I fear that this may be true; but is it not
greatly alarming? and ought it not to stir up the Protestant clergy to
try to put a stop to the spreading of Popery?

But how can they do this more effectually than by laying the axe
to the root, and striking at the doctrine of merit, which is the
fundamental error of the Papists? Overthrow this, and Popery can
not stand. A man cannot be a Papist, who believes that his justify
ing righteousness is in Christ; and whoever does not believe this, is
not a Protestant. May the Lord raise us up faithful and able men'
(for we greatly want them) to defend His righteousness against them
who have established a meritorious righteousness of their own, and
will not submit to the righteousness of God!

THE CARELESS SINNER

But, besides the Papists, we have other enemies to the doctrine in
the text. The careless sinner treats it with great contempt; for he
does not see its value, nor his own want of it, and therefore he lives
easy and secure in the pmctice of sin. The Scripture has revealed
the wrath of heaven against all his unrighteousness, but he does not
regard the revelation. The law brings him in guilty, and condemns
him, but he gives himself no concern about the threatenings of the
law. The gospel offers him mercy, and its ministers entreat him to
accept of it; but he stops his ears. Neither the grace of the gospel,
nor the terrors of the law, can prevail upon him. Although he has
no righteousness of any kind, yet he lives as if he were in no danger.
Oh deluded man! if thou didst but know thy state, thou wouldst
cry earnestly to the Redeemer, and seek to be accepted in His
righteousness. May He take pity upon thee, and send His good
Spirit to convince thee of sin, and to convince thee of righteousness!

THE FORMALIST

The formalist is another enemy to the doctrine in the text. He
will not receive justification by imputed righteousness, but will have
his own righteousness seated on the throne along with Christ. He
falls into this great mistake from his ignorance of the perfect nature
of God's law, which has made no provision for any f.ailing, but for
the very first passes sentence, "Cursed is everyone who continueth
not in all things," etc.; and since all have failed, consequently all
are under the curse, and can never be justified. by that law which
has condemned them. And his mistake arises also from his ignorance
of the gospel. He takes the gospel to be a proposal of terms and
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conditiom, mitigating the rigour of the law; and so he makes Christ
only a milder lawgiver than Moses, requiring- not perfect but sincere
obedience of his creatures: whereas Christ came to redeem us from
the curse of the law, by obeying its precepts, and by suffering its
penalties; and our righteousness comes to us from Him as the
fulfiller of the law, and is received by faith without any of our
works or' deservings.

, ADDRESS TO THE READER

If any of you, my brethren, have fallen into this mistake, weigh
and consider attentively what has been said upon the moral law,
and upon the law of faith; and if you are not convinced, can you
ask. God to direct you in the right way? If you can, He has
promised to give you wisdom; He will teach you the true doctrine,
and will enable you to submit to the righteousness of God. But if
you are convinced, are you waiting for the precious gift of faith, or
have you received it? If you are waiting for it, remember whose
gift it is. The Holy Spirit alone can work faith in your heart. It
requires His power, even that almighty power, which raised up Jesus
from the dead. The Scripture ascribes to Him the office of con
vincing sinners of Christ's righteousness, and of giving them faith
to rest upon it for their justification. Look up to Him for all this
blessing. iWait in His appointed ways, hoping for it. And when the
Spirit shall be poured upon you from on high, then you will be
justified by faith in Christ's righteousness, and the work of rig-hteous
ness shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness. and
assurance for ever. .

THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Happy are you, my Christian brethren, who have received, the
righteousness of faith, and knowing whom you have believed. Since
Christ's righteousness is yours, bring forth its proper fruits, and
show publicly that there is an l~nsepa"able connectio'l'l between
justifying faith and sanctifying grace. By justifying faith the be
liever is united to Christ, and receives life from Him, a<; a graft does'
from the stock upon which it grows. By virtue of this union, Christ,
liveth in the believer, and enables him to put forth the proper acts
of spiritual life, as the stock upon which the graft grows supplies it
with sap and juices to put forth leaves, and blossom, and fruit.
This is the certain effect of the abiding of a branch in the vine:
it will bring forth fruit; and if anyone fancy himself to be a
believer, and neither brings forth, nor is seeking to bring forth, any
fruit, he only deceives himself, and the truth is not in him; for
whosoever has Christ for a Saviour, will have the Holy Spirit for a
sanctifier, and will bring forth fruit to the glory of God.

THE BENEFITS

See, then, my Christian brethren, that you value and prize this
righteousness, and give it is proper honour, both with your hearts



and lives. While you are bringing forth its peaceable fruits, you will
continually find the comforts of it. This righteousness is one of the
pieces of Christian armour. It is called a breastplate; because it is
the proper armour for the vital parts. Your life is. always safe while
you have your breastplate on; you need not fear the terror by night,
nor the arrow that f1ieth by day. Let thousands fall, you are safe.
You are defended from outward attacks: for although many be the
afflictions of the righteous, yet the Lord delivereth him out of them
all; and you are kept in inward peace: for the work of righteousness
is peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness, and assurance for
ever.

In time of sickness this righteousness will be a perpetual cordial.
It will not suffer the heart to sink, although the body grows weak
and faint; for this breastplate is not only proof against the pains of
sickness, but also against the weapons of death. "Righteousness
delivereth from death," Prov. 11: 4; not by keeping the justified
person from dying, but by keeping him from the fear of the first,
and from the power of the second death. The righteous man, armed
with this invulnerable breastplate, can challenge all his enemies.
Who shall separate me from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation
or distress, or persecution, or death? Nay; clothed in the robe of
Christ's righteousness, I shall not be afraid to gu through the valley
and shadow of death, nor yet to stand at the awful bar of God's
infinite justice. Why should he fear to stand there to be tried? for
who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God
Himself that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ
that died, yea, rather, that is risen again for their justification; and
in His righteousness they shall stand holy and unblamable and
unreprovable before the judgment-seat of God.

Since these are some of the benefits of having on the breastplate
of righteousness, let us, my Christian brethren, keep it always in use.
Since we are fighting under the Captain of our salvation, let us be
ever· armed with His righteousness; and may we all wear it upon our
breasts, that neither guilt within, nor troubles without, may ever
separate us from the love of Christ Jesus our Lord; but may we, in
life and death, find the blessedness of this armour, by its protecting
us from the threatenings of the broken law, and Trom the ven,geance
of almighty justice; and may we, in time and in eternity, live to His
glory, who humbled Himself to be made sin for us, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him. Grant this, holy Father,
for the sake of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ! to whom, with Thee
and the Holy Spirit, three persons in one Jehovah, be honour and
.,Jory, and blessing and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
. The Law and The Gospel," Discourse 5. WILLIAM ROMAINE.
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CURRENT TOPICS

VALUABLE COMMENTARIES

423

We have received from "The Banner of Truth Trust," 78B
Chiltern Street, London, W.!., some of its latest publications (1958),
and hope to give them more extended notice in subsequent issues.

Among Commentaries are:

(1) The Book of fod: An exposition by John Calvin, 133 pp., 6/
net. Spurg-eon referred to Calvin's commentaries as "worth
their weight in gold."

(2) The Prophet ]onah: An exposition (1866) by Hugh Martin,
D.D., 359 pp., 12/6 net. Spurgeon called this" a first-class
exposition of Jonah .... rich with good matter." Dr. Hugh
Martin was an outstanding Scottish expositor of the nine
teenth century.

(3) The Epistle of ]ud;e: A Puritan exposition by Thomas Manton
(1620-1672),376 pp., 13/- net. Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote that
Manton was easily first among the divines of the Puritan
school.

A BODY OF DIVINITY

In addition to these commentaries the .Banner of Truth Trust
has. reprinted Thomas Watson's Body of Divin£ty (pp. 221, 8/ - net).
"It contains an exposition of the foremost doctrinal and experi
mental tmths of the Christian Faith," based upon the "Shorter
Catechism" of the Westminster Assembly of Divines (1643-1649).
The work appeared after Watson's death in 1689 or 1690. In this
reprint there is a "Brief Memoir of Thomas Watson" by C. H.
Spurgeon, who wrote: "Watson was one of the most concise, racy,
illustrative, and suggestive of those eminent divines who made the
Puritan age the Augustan period of evangelical literature."

THE CHURCH OF ROME AND THE LORD'S DAY

TIlisis a booklet, 28 pp. and cover, price 1/-, by H. J. W.
Legerton, A.C.A., Lord's Day Observance Society, 55 Fleet Street,
London, E.C.4.

It has a foreword by the Rev. Mariano Rughi, who says: "I am
very thankful that this important subject has been studied by a man
whom one can call a specialist on the job..... I am sure that Mr.
Legerton's work will be an eye-opener to many of our people who
think lightly of the Roman influence."
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The booklet gives first the R'oman attitude to the Lord's Day;
then, secondly, the. results of the Roman Catholic Sunday; and,
finally, an answer to the question, "What shall be the Protestant
attitude to the question?"

The pamphlet contains close documentation, especially in the first
part. At the close it gives most interesting testimonies from people
speaking from personal experience of the Continental Sunday. A
French writer says: "I have suffered froin it, spiritually, mentally,
and physically." A Swedish writer commented: "Almost every~

body, coming from my own country, has expressed his great satis
faction and joy of having experienced a Sunday in England free
from sports events and all the distractions WIth which they have to
put up with at home."

Poetry

FAINT, YET PURSUING-Judges 8: 4

Christ, our Saviour, grant Thy pilgrims
Thy refreshment on life's way,

We would ever be pursuing,
Though we feel the heat of day.

With Thy friendship
Nought our spirits can dismay.

Grant us strength, like brazen pillar,
In this world to stand alone;

With Thy grace and strength to help us,
Other· help we can disown.

Thou, our Saviour,
Hast Thy shield around us thrown.

Though the enemy assaileth,
And the time is passing fast,

Yet, with faith to buoy our spirits,
We shall triumph at the last;

Giving praises
When the woes of earth are past.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. PrrrAWAY.
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THE HIRELING AND THE GOOD SHEPHERD

By ROBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE (Continued)
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(3) What tears did he shed for them: « For, out of much
affliction and anguish of heart, I wrote unto you with many tears"
(2 Cor. 2 : 4). "I fear lest, when I come again, my God will humble
me among you, and that I shall bewail many that have sinned
already" (2 Cor. 12: 21). "For many walk, of whom I have told
you often, and now tell you, even we,eping, that they are the enemies
of the cross of Christ" (Phi!. 3 : 18).

(4) What jo'Ys over them: « Now we live, if ye stand fast in the
Lord; for what thanks can we render to God for all the joy where
with we joy for your sakes before our God? " (1 Thess. 3 : 8).

Not so the unfaithful pastor. He cares not for the sheep. They
are not his brothers and sisters. He may call them brethren; but they
are not his joy and crown. They are not his spiritual children:
" He careth not for the sheep."

4. He fleeth. The wolf in the Bible means either false teachers,
or a persecuting world: "For I know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock"

,(Acts 20 : 29). "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves" (Matt. 10: 16). "Behold, I send you forth as lambs among
wolves" (Luk« 10: 3). Heresy and persecution are the two ~reat

dangers to which the sheep are exposed. These are the very times
when f.aithful pastors stand most firmly to their post, though it
should cost them life itself. But the hireling fleeth. He does not
defend the flock from heresy by sound teaching; nor does he stand
between the flock and the arrows of a God-hating world.

0, my brethren! pray for a faithful ministry to be given and
continued to Scotland-not hirelings, whose the sheep are not-who
care not for the sheep, but flee at the approach of the wolf. Pray
for holy self-denied pastors, who will spend and be spent in the
cause of Christ, and not count their lives dear.

11. The good shepherd: "I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep" (verse 11). "I am the good
shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine" (verse 14).
Our Lord here lays down the marks of His excellency as a shepherd.

1. In giving his life for the sheep. This is the chief point of
His excellency. Herein He excels all others. Iacob was a faithful
shepherd: "In the day the drought consumed me, and the frost
by night: and my sleep departed from mine eyes" (Gen. 31 : 40).
But the good shepherd gave his life fot the sheep. David was a
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faithful shepherd. A lion and a bear took a lamb out of the flock,
and David went after them, and delivered it out of the mouth of
the lion, and caught him by the beard and slew him (1 Sam. 17: 34).
But what was this to Christ? "I lay down My life for the sheep."
The sheep were condemned to die. This sentence was suspended
over everyone of them: "Thou shalt surely die." All were ready to
be cast into hell, when He cried, " Lo, I come." He laid down His
life for the sheep.

Observe, it was not merely temporal death. His death was equal
to the eternal death of sinners. He died under the wrath of God:
" Awake, 0 sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that
is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts "-" All we like sheep have
gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way; and the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" (Isa. 53: 6). He
Himself" bare our sins in his own body on the tree." He was made
a curse for us.

Observe, He did it freely: "I lay down My life "-" No man
taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself" (verse 18). "As
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us" (Eph.
5: 2). "Who gave Himself for us" (Tit. 2: 14). "Who gave
Himself a ransom for all" (1 Tim. 2 : 6).

Herein consists the goodness of the shepherd. He was such an
one as to lay down His life freely. There will be much in Jesus
to admire when we shall see Him as He is. But that which will
draw out the loudest notes of the new song will be the sight of the
prints of the nails, and of the wound in His side: "Thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood" (Rev. 5 : 9).
This makes Christ the most attractive of all objects now: "I, if I
be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me" (John
12 : 32). Ah! hrethren, what are you made of, that you are not
drawn to give up all for .Jesus?

2. In knowing his sheep: "I know My sheep." Christ knows
the sheep, as the Father knows Him. The Father knew the Son
from all eternity: "Then I was by Him as one brought up with
Him, and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him"
(Prov. 8: 30). He was in the bosom of the Father. So did this
good shepherd know His sheep from all eternity: " Chosen before the
foundation of the world." The Father knew the Son with a know
ledge of most perfect delight and love: "I was daily His delight." "
At His baptism, a voice from heaven was heard saying: "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matt. 3 : 17). So does
Christ know His sheep: "Thou art all fair, my love; there is no
spot in thee "-" The King is held in the galleries "-" How fair
and how pleasant art thou, 0 love, for delights! "-" Turn away
thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me." 1'he Father knew
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the Son through all His sufferings. So Christ kn'ows His sheep: "I
know their sorrows "-" In all their afflictions, he was afflicted." He
knows their decays: " I know thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot." The Father will know the Son to all eternity; and so the
Son will know His sheep for ever and ever. They shall soon
"hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the' sun
light on them, nor any heat" (Rev. 7 : 16).

3. I am known of mine. Christ knows the Father perfectly:
"No man knoweth the Father but the Son "-" 0 righteous Father,
the world hath not known thee; but I have known thee." So do
Christ's sheep know Christ. He gives them "the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him." He manifesteth Himself
to them in another way than He doth to the world. He gives them
an understanding to know Him that is true. This is the perfection
of our Shepherd, that He reveals Himself to us-that He lets out
His fragrance, and draws us after Him: " I am known of mine."

Brethren, do you know the Lord Jesus Christ? Has He opened
up His unsearchable riches to you, and drawn you to leave all for
Him?

EFFECTUAL CALLING

We now ask the important question, Who is the agent in the great
work of Calling? No one but the Holy Spirit Himself can claim
this prerogative. Without Him there cannot be any effectual call.
It is by Him alone that the whole purpose of God is fully accom
plished.

But is it not written" Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost" (Acts
7 : 51) ? How then can one say that every call by the Holy Ghost
is "effectual"? Examine the context of the above Scripture.
Stephen is one in whom the Holy Ghost dwells; he has been called
by the Spirit. Now, the more Stephen manifested the Spirit's power
and agency, the more did his opponents" resist" what he said, and
in the end, he describes them as " stiffnecked and uncircumcised in
heart and ears" (7: 51). What eLse but resistance can be expected
of characters of this description? It is the very nature of the
unregenerate to "resist." Whenever and wherever there is the real
preaching of a discriminating gospel, there will always be this
opposition. But when the Holy Spirit begins to work in the indi
vidual then a change takes place.

-The late Rev. William Sykes, in "Salt of the Covenant."
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PROTESTANT BEACON

A BOLD SCOTS PROTESTANT MARTYR

WALTER MILL, 155'8, AGED 82

WALTER MILL was born about the year 1476. According to John
Howie, in his" Scots Worthies," Mill was educated in the Popish
religion, and made priest of Luan, in the shire of Angus, where he
remained until he was accused by the Archbishop of St. Andrews
of having left off saying mass, which he had done long before that
time. On that account he was condemned in the year 1538, but
escaped to Germany, where he married a wife, and was more
perfectly instructed in the true religion.

He returned to Scotland about 1556, but kept himself as retired
as possible, going about the land reproving vice and instructing the
people on the grounds of religion. This coming at length to the ears
of the ecclesiastics, in 1558 he was by order of the Bishops, appre
hended at Dysart, in the shire of Fife, by two priests, and imprisoned
in the castle of St. Andrews, where the papists, both by threatening
and flattery, laboured with him to recant, offering him" a place in
the abbey of Dunfermline all the days of his life, if he would deny
what he had already taught."

TRIAL IN THE CATHEDRAL AT ST. ANDREWS

But continuing constant in his opinions, he was brought to trial
before the Archbishop of St. Andrews, the Bishops of Moray,
Brechin, Caithness, and others, who were assembled in the cathedral
of St. Andrews. When he came to make his defence it was ex
pected, considering his feeble frame and advanced age, that he
would say little in his defence, but the venerable minister of God's
truth exhibited uncommon spirit. As soon as he began to speak he
surprised them all; his voice rang through the church, and his
sagacity and courage amazed his very enemies.

At first he prayed for some time, after which SIR ANDREW
OLIPHANT, a priest, called upon him to arise and answer to the
articles of charge, saying, "You keep my Lord of St. Andrews too
long here"; nevertheless, he continued for some time in prayer and
when he arose said, "I ought to obey God rather than man. I
serve a mightier Lord than your lord is; and, whereas, ye call me
Sir WaIter, call me now WaIter; I have been too long one of the
Pope's Knights (for in those days all priests, after their ordination,
had the title of Sir). Now, say what you have to say."
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HIS INTERROGATION
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Oliphant began his interrogations as follows:

OLIPHANT: Thou sayest there are not seven sacraments.

MILL: Give me the Lord's Supper and Baptism, and take you all
the rest.

OLIPHANT: What think you of a priest's marriage?
MILL: I think it is a blessed bond ordained by God, and approved

of by Christ, and free to all sorts of men; but ye abhor it, and in
the meanwhile take other men's wives and daughters. Ye vow
chastity, and keep it not.

OLIPHANT: How sayest thou that the mass is idolatry?

MILL: A lord or king calleth many to dinner, they come and sit
down, but the lord himself turneth his back, and eateth up all, and
so do you.

OLIPHANT: Thou deniest the sacrament of the altar to be the
real body of Christ in flesh and blood?

MILL: The Scriptures are to be understood spiritually, and not
carnally, and so your mass is wrong, for Christ was once offered
on the cross for sin, and will never be offered again, for then He
put an end to all sacrifice.

OLIl'HANT: Thou deniest the office of a bishop?
MILL: I affirm that those you call bishops do no bishop's work,

but live after sensual pleasure, taking no care of Christ's flock, nor
regarding His word.

OLlPHANT : You preach privately in houses, and sometimes in the
fields?

MILL : Yea, and on the sea also, when sailing in a ship.

OLIPHANT: If you will not recant, I will pronounce sentence
agaimt yOu.

MILL: I know I must die once, and, therefore, as Christ said to
Judas, " What thou doest, do quickly." You shall know that I will
not recant the truth; for I am corn, and not chaff; I will neither
be blown away by the wind, nor burst by the flail, but will abide
both.

SENTENCE AND MARTYRDOM

Then Oliphant pronounced sentence against him, that he should
be delivered to the temporal judge, and punished by burning.

His boldness and constancy so moved the hearts of many that
the bishop's steward, provost of the town, named Learmont, refused
to be his temporal judge, to whom it properly appertained. Even
the bishop's chamberlain, being charged therewith, would in no-
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wise take upon himself so ungodly an office. Indeed, the whole
town was so offended with his unjust condemnation, that the
bishop's servants could not get, even for money, so much as a cord
to tie him to the stake, or a tar barrel to burn him, but were
constrained to cut the cords of the Archbishop's pavilion to serve
their purpose. Nevertheless, one servant of the bishop's, more
ignorant and cruel than the rest, named Somerville, acting the office
of a temporal judge, conveyed him to the fire, where his boldness
and courage did more and more increase so that the Spirit of God,
working miraculously in him, made it manifest to the people that
his cause was just and right, and he innocently martyred.

Having come to the place, some cried out to him to recant, to
whom he answered, " I marvel at your rage, ye hypocrites, who do
so cruelly pursue the servants of God; as for me, I am now eighty
two years old, and cannot live long by course of nature; but an
hundred shall rise out of my ashes who shall scatter you, ye
hypocrites, and persecutors of God's people; and such of you as
now think yourselves the best, shall not die such an honest death
as I now do. I trust in God I shall be the last who shall suffer
death in this fashion, for this cause, in the land."

Being ordered by Oliphant to go up to the stake, he refused. and
said, "No, I will not go, except thou put me up with thy hand,
for by the law of God I am forbidden to put hands to myself;
but if thou wilt put to thy hand and take part of my death, thou
shalt see me go up gladly." Then Oliphant, putting him forward,
he went up with a cheerful countenance, and desired that he might
speak to the people; but this Oliphant and others of the burners
refused, saying that he had spoken too much and the bishops were
offended that the matter was so long continued. Then some young
men took his part and desired that Mill should speak what he
desired.

HIS LAST WORDS

And so, after he made his humble supplication to God on his knees,
he arose, and standing upon the coals, said, "Dear friends, the
cause why I suffer this day is not for any crime laid to my charge
(although I be a miserable sinner before God), but only for the
defence of the faith of Jesus Christ, set forth in the Old and New
Testaments; for which; as the faithful martyrs have offered them
selves gladly before, being assured after the death of their bodies
of eternal felicity, so this day I praise God that He has called me
of His mercy among the rest of His servants to seal up His truth
with my life; which, as I have received it of Him, so I willingly
offer it to His glory. Therefore, as you would escape the eternal
death, be no more seduced with the lies of priests, monks, friars,
priors, abbots, bishops, and the rest of the sect of Antichrist, but

--~
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depend only upon Jesus Christ and His mercy, that you may be
delivered from condemnation."

AIl the while there was great mourning and lamentatIOn amongst
the people, who perceived his patience and constancy. He was
hoisted up upon the stake and, being in the fire, he said, "Lord,
have mercy upon me! Pray, people, while there is time"; and so
he endured his cruel end with fortitude, yielding up his soul into the
hands of his God, on the 28th of April, 1558, being the eighty
second year of his age.

') 'he people afterwards heaped up a great pile of stones on the
place where he had been burned, that the memory of his death
mi~ht he preserved; but the priests gave orders to have it taken
down :mc1 carried away, denouncing a curse on any who should
lay stones there again; but their anathema was so little regarded
thnl what was thrown down in the daytime was raised again in the
ni~lll, 1ll1til at last the Papists carried away the stones to build
housc's in or about the town, which they did in the night, with all
possible secrecy.

EFFECT OF HIS DEATH

'1'1)(' death of this martyr was instrumental and contributory to
th(' do-wnfall of Popery in Scotland, for the people in general were
so lllllch inHamed that, resolving openly to profess the truth, they
hOlllid tlicmsclves by promises and oaths that before they would be
tllllS :Ibused any longer they would take arms and resist the Papal
tyr:lllny; which they did at last. M'Crie in his" Life of John Knox,"
writes:

"This barbarous and illegal execution produced effects of
the greatest importance. It raised the horror of the nation to
all incredible pitch, and as it was believed at that time that
,I J(' reg'cnt was not accessory to the deed, their indignation
was directed wholly against the clergy. Throwing aside all
f('ar and those restraints which prudence, or a regard to
c'stnblishecl order, had hitherto imposed on them, the people
IIOW ",ssembled openly to join in the reformed worship, and
;lVOWL'd their determination to adhere to it at all hazards."

III I hI.: pl(\cc where WaIter Mill was burned the images of the
gl'(,IIL dlllrc:h of the abbey were burned in the time of the
H"rol'l11ation. Thus much concerning the valiant martyr, WaIter
Mill, who suJTered in the realm of Scotland for the faith of Jesus

:twist and the testimony of His Truth! F.e.
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Poetry

OUR SUFFICIENCY

Christ, Who dost call to the souls heavy laden,
Bidding them cast upon Thee every care,

Now give release from the burdens that hurt us,
Save us from sin, and from fear and despair.

Thou art the Bread which will satisfy hunger,
Thou art the Fountain which never runs dry,

Thou for our sins art a blessed atonement,
Made on the cross where for us Thou didst die.

Well do we know that Thy mercy is lasting,
And we are sure that in Thee we find rest,

Rest which' brings peace and which daily increases,
Leading at last to the home of the blest.

Rodden Rectory, Frome, Somerset. T. PITTAWAY.

o GOD WHEN I SURVEY THY LOVE

o God when I survey Thy love
Shown in Thy Word to me,

I mount with eagle's wings above
And Canaan's land I see.

For me Thy Son upon the Cross
Sin's penalty has paid,

And where for me was nought but loss
A robe of white is made.

Forgive the lingering taint of sin
Which still this body wears;

In fulness pour Thy love within
To purge from worldly cares.

Thus may I join the blood-bought throng
Who give to Thee their praise

And. learn on earth the glad new song
Thy ransomed children raise.

Hymn 23 in Booklet No. 6, Supplementary Hymns (price Nine
pence). The REV. T. PITTAWAY, M.A., Rodden Rectory, Frome,
Somerset.
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