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THE FAMILY PORTION
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4.

"ABIDE IN ME"

"He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without Me (m. severed from Me) ye can do nothing."
-John 15: 5.

THE Lord Jesus was speaking encouraging words to the eleven dis
ciples whom He was about to leave in a hostile world. "These
things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you,
and that your joy might be full" (John 15: 11). The Lord was
wonderfully gracious to them in the assurances He gave of His love
and care for them. "Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end" (John 13: 1).

We do not quite know where the discourse concerning Himself
as the True Vine was spoken. "Arise. let us go hence" appears at
the end of chapter fourteen. If the following discourse was not then
spoken, it may have been spoken on the way. Perhaps Jesus spoke
at the sight of some vines-they were common in Palestine-or
perhaps He saw the Golden Vine at the entrance of the Temple.
We do not know; but we do know that the figure of the Vine was
very common in the Old Testament (see Psalm 80, Isaiah 5, Jere
miah 2: 21).

Jesus said "I am the true (the real, genuine) Vine, and My
Father is the husbandman (the vine-dresser)." It was then the time
of spring, and some have suggested that it was the time of pruning
of vines and that bonfires of the twigs might have been seen burning
in Jerusalem.
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Upon my leaf, when parched with heat,
Refreshing dew shall drop:

The plant which Thy right hand hath set
Shall ne'er be rooted up.

Each moment watered by Thy care,
And fenced with power Divine.

Fruit to eternal life shall bear
The feeblest branch of Thine!

Augustus M. Toplady, 1nl.

386

Jesus, immutably the same,
Thou true and living Vine,

Around Thy all-supporting stem
My feeble arms I twine.

Quickened by Thee, and kept alive
I flourish and bear fruit;

My life I from Thy sap derive,
My vigour from Thy root.

I can do nothing without Thee,
My strength is wholly Thine;

Withered and barren should I be,
If severed from the Vine.

The thought in the passage is that the Lord lesus is the sou
of all strength to His true disciples. Without Him they are perfectly
helpless. As the vine yields the sap to all its branches, so the
Lord Jesus is the life of His members and the source of their fruit
fulness. The Father has appointed the Son to be the source of
blessing and strength to His people.

This dependence is expressed in Toplady's lines (first issued in
The Gospel Magaz.ine, June, 1771):

I

It should be remembered that within the risible church there are
wheat and tares. There are those who make an outward prof~<:i,,'1.

but who have never known vital union with Christ. The: ~

an outward, mechanical attachment-a historical faith but not a'
living union and communion. Such are illustrated in the cases of
Simon Magus and of Judas. Here Judas had gone out (John 13: 301.
and Jesus was with His eleven true disciples. Jesus had previously
said: "He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet. but is
clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all," and the evan~elist

added: "For He knew who should betray Him; therefore sa;,. He.
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Ye are not all clean" (John 13: 10, 11). But here He said: "Now
ye are clean through (because of) the word which I have spoken
unto you" (John 15: 3); and He went on to speak of these eleven
(note "ye" in verses 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10). Of the formal professor He
said: "If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and
is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and
they are burned" (verse 6). Such a one seems to be mentioned in
verse 2: "Every branch-every vine-branch-in Me that beareth
not fruit He taketh away." These are in Him by outward profession
only.

On the other hand, the Lord Jesus said: "He that abideth in Me
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit" (John 15: 5).
With such there is both vital union and communion, and there is the
evidence of this in the fruit. Jesus said: "Every branch that beareth
fruit He purgeth it that it may bring forth more fruit" (verse 2).
These, by God's grace and the power of His Spirit, have a living
union with the Lord Jesus Christ, and they are tended and pruned
that they bring forth more fruit.

Such are directed and guided to stay themselves on Christ, to
abide in Him, to be always looking to Him, resting on His merits
and fixing their attention on Him as the one and only Mediator
with God and on Him as a their powerful Advocate and sympathetic
High Priest.

We read of Barnabas that "when he was come (to Antioch), and
had seen the grace of God, was glad: and he exhorted them all,
that with purpose or heart they would cleave unto the Lord" (Acts
11: 23). So also, when the Lord Jesus had said to His disciples
"Will ye also go away?" Peter had immediately replied "Lord, to
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life; and we
believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the
Living God" (John 6: 68, 69).

In all this the Word is the great means used by the Spirit of God.
As the Christian is "born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever" (l Peter 1: 23), so he grows by "the sincere milk of the
word" (l Peter 2: 2). Hence the Lord Jesus in the parable of the
Vine went on to say, "If ye abide in Me, and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you"
(John 15: 7). Hence also James said: "Of His own will begat He
us with the word of truth. . . . Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear . . . receive with meakness the
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls" (James 1: 18-21).
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When the Lord's words, His truths, His Gospel, have come in
power, they are the implanted word, and are part of the Christian's
very being. Hence the Christian's thoughts and desires become such
as are in accordance with God's will. He asks for things to God's
glory, and is encouraged to expect to receive. He is given another
encouragement-Christ's abiding in him. This (verse 4) may be
taken as a promise and an assurance ("I in him," verse 5). It is a
true word, as Paul wrote "He which hath begun a good work in
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1: 6).

Finally, we have the Lord's words: "Herein is My Father glori
fied, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples" (verse 8).
We take this to be evidence of membership and of true union with
Christ. The power of Christ by His Spirit is shown in the produc
tion of fruit. In this the true Christian honours his God.

So let our lips and lives express
The holy Gospel we profess;
So let our works and virtues shine,
To prove the doctrine all Divine.

Thus shall we best proclaim abroad
The honour of our Saviour God,
When His salvation reigns within,
And grace subdues the power of sin.

Dr. Isaac Watts, 1709.

To quote Peter: "And beside this. giving all diligence. add
(supply) to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to
knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. For if these things be in you and abound. they
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1: 5-8). Knowing
that it is God who works in us both to will and to do of His own
good pleasure, may we delight in working out the things which
accompany salvation, staying ourselves on Him, His words abiding
in us, in a cheerful, but humble dependence upon Him!

w.n.s.

I
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LIKE other great cities throughout the world, Calcutta has its Jewish
quarter; my story refers to the year 1844, where there was a corn·
munity of Jews living in the same district. An English Christian
scholar planned to translate the New Testament into Hindi; and to
help him in this work, he engaged the chief Rabbi, a man deeply
versed in Arabic and Hebrew, but speaking Hindi as his mother·
tongue. The word involved many months of study, and of inter
course between the Jewish and the English scholars. During this
intense searching of the Word of God, light broke upon the heart
of the Rabbi. Gradually he became convinced that the Lord Jesus
Christ was indeed the true Messiah; and as he read of Jesus, the
Holy Spirit brought home to the learned Jew his need of just such
a Saviour, One who came into the world to save sinners.

The Rabbi said nothing of this great change to his friend the
English scholar; but when at the end of many months he was quite
sure of his convictions, he called together a few of his closest
friends, and told them what had happened. Together they studied
the New Testament, and several amongst them were also convinced.
These met at midnight to discuss their next step; "secretly for fear
of the Jews" described the conduct of this meeting, for the Calcutta
Jews were strictly orthodox, and were united in their venomous
hatred of Christianity.

The little group of converts felt that their first move was to take
the English scholar into their confidence. Greatly moved to hear
of what the Lord had accomplished by means of His own Word, the
Englishman immediately introduced the little band to Dr. Duff and
.other missionaries. Instruction classes were started at once, and all
made such rapid progress in the things of God that the missionaries
saw they would soon be ready for baptism.

Besides the Rabbi, the new converts consisted of an old man,
his two daughters, and the husband of one of them. These were an
unbroken family, prepared to stand by each other to the end. But
the Rabbi had a young wife and two little children. When he began
to try to tell his wife of the Saviour and all that he had learnt. he
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was met by the most fanatical opposition. The girl was furious at
the suggestion that her husband had become a Christian; she
stormed and raged, and after the most painful scenes, she refused
to stay in the same house. Leaving her children as well as her
husband, she rushed off to her parents, both among the strictest of
the Jews.

At once the matter became known to the whole community, and
both the Rabbi and the other Jews were cruelly persecuted and
boycotted. The Jews were especially anxious to prevent baptism.
feeling that until that rite took place, there was still hope of
reclaiming the converts. So difficult did the situation become, that
the little group decided that they must take the serious step of
leaving the Jewish quarter.

Late one evening, as darkness fell, the flight was made. The
Rabbi walked out carrying his baby daughter, and leading by the
hand his three-year-old son. Behind came the other family-the
old man with his long white hair and beard, the two young women
his daughters, and his son-in-law. All arrangements to receive the
exiles had been made. A small bungalow was provided for the
Rabbi and his children. the two men were received by one mission
ary home, and the two sisters were welcomed by a lady missionary,
Miss M. L.; it is she who tells this story. The whole group were
most warmly and thankfully received, but the wrench had been very
severely felt, and all the missionaries agreed that the converts must
be allowed to settle down in their new surroundings before
baptism was arranged.

These peaceful conditions did not last long. One night when all
had gone to bed the Rabbi's little bungalow was broken into by a
gang of hired ruffians. The Rabbi was violently beaten and thrown
out unconscious into the courtyard; then the men rushed off, carry
ing away the little boy. As the assaulted man slowly regained con
sciousness, his groans were heard by passing police officials; the
alarm was given, friends were summoned, and medical help was
quickly forthcoming. The Rabbi was able to give some account of
what had happened, and it was soon discovered that his little son
had been kidnapped. The baby girl was still sleeping peacefully in
her cot, and Miss L. at once took charge of her, taking her away
to her own home.

It was months before the Rabbi recovered from his injuries;
even so, it was only a partial recovery. But he urged that his
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admission to the Christian Church should be delayed no longer.
One Sunday evening Dr. Duff, the senior missionary, baptized the
Rabbi, his baby girl, and the other converts.

But there was still no news of the little boy, and for some weeks
search by the police was unavailing, the only clue being that his
mother was missing from the Jewish quarter. At length she and the
child were traced to Patna and brought back to Calcutta. The case
was brought to court; there the father pleaded with his wife before
the judge to come back to him with their little son. But the woman
utterly refused, showing such hatred of her husband's religion that
it was plain to all that she would never return to him. By the judge's
order, the boy was handed over to his father; and before long,
arrangements were made for him to be taken by friends to England,
where all arrangements for his care and education could be made.

Neither the mother nor any other relatives ever made any enquiry
about the little girl, and she continued to thrive most happily in the

, loving care of her foster-mother, Miss L. Her father called nearly
every day to see his little daughter, never leaving without laying his
hand upon her head, and calling upon the God of Israel to bless
the little one.

But before long it became evident that the injuries inflicted on
that dreadful night had undermined the Rabbi's constitution. He
took to his bed, soon showing signs of fatal disease. During this
illness, several of the Jews visited him, trying to persuade him to
return to his old beliefs; they never left him without hearing the
Gospel of Christ proclaimed by the dying man. As the end drew
near, the Rabbi asked for his little girl to be brought to him, and
after blessing her as usual, he begged that her foster-mother would
watch over the child till she was able to take care of herself. Soon
afterwards, he departed peacefully to the presence of his Lord.

The little Jewish girl was most dearly loved in the home where
she had been placed. The Word of God, so carefully taught to her
from babyhood, took root in her heart and brought forth the fruit
of the Spirit in her life. Eventually, Miss L. brought her to Scotland;
her education was completed, and she was happily married in the
Lord, to one in every way worthy to be her husband.

It was nearly thirty years later that Miss L. wrote the story, but
even then she felt it unsafe to tell the names of the Rabbi or the
other converts. Let us rather rejoice that their names are written
in Heaven! DAMARIS.

.....
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 103

The whole: A title for the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. To Daniel he was called "your prince."

2. Mary and Joseph sought for the Child Jesus among their
kinsfolk and this.

3. Jonah was told to go to this city.
4. When he saw the prison doors this, the jailor drew his sword

to kill himself.
5. Here Isaac was meditating when Rebekah arrived.
6. Diana's shrines were made of this metal.

7. The widow told Elijah that she had a little of this in a erose.

8. Put on the hand of the returned prodigal.
9. Queen Esther, hearing that her uncle was in sackcloth, sent him

this.
< 10. After the Ascension, the disciples returned from this Mount.

11. As Hagar did in the wilderness of Beersheba.
12. It was into this tree that Zacchaeus climbed.

SOLUTION OF No. 102

The whole: The Good Shepherd (John 10: 14).
1. Tower (Luke 13: 4).

2. Hophni (1 Sam. 4: 17, 21).
3. Epicureans (Acts 17: 18).

4. Goshen (Gen. 45: 10).
5. Ointment (John 12: 3).
6. Obadiah (1 Kings 18: 3).

7. Dagon (1 Sam. 5: 7).
8. Soldier (2 Tim. 2: 3).
9. Husbands (Ephes. 5: 25).

10. Elimelech (Ruth 1: 1).

11. Paradise (Rev. 2: 7).
12. Honey (Exod. 3: 8).

13. Elkanah (1 Sam. 1: 2).
14. Rust (Matt. 6: 19).
15. Disciple (Acts 21: 16).

'"'........c.!
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RESTING ON THE FAITHFULNESS OF A
COVENANT-KEEPING GOD

"He is faithful that promised."-Hebrews 10: 23.

Resting on the faithfulness of Christ our Lord,
Resting on the fulness of His own sure Word,
Resting on His wisdom, on His love and power,
Resting on His covenant from hour to hour.

Miss F. R. Havergal.
Is this our happy portion and privilege? If so, we are proving the
Lord's faithfulness in His fulfilment to ourselves of one of His
precious promises. "Come unto Me all ye that labour and are
heavy laden. and T will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you
and learn of Me for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls" (Matthew 11: 28, 29).

The Word of God is full of precious promises, all of which are
fulfilled faithfully to those to whom they are given. It is the joy of
every child of God to seek and find them. "Seek and ye shall find"
(Luke 11: 9), and we are told: "Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good" (1 Thessalonians 5: 21).

HE ABIDES FAITHFUL

Do we not prove God's faithfulness every day and "all the days"?
He is faithful in His love and mercy to undeserving sinners, in His
marvellous loving-kindness, in "the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2: 7).

We are assured that. though we may fail Him, yet He will never
fail to keep His Word; in 2 Timothy 2: 13 we read: "If we believe
not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself." We may
be afraid to be confident that certain promises are for us, and thus
really we doubt His Word, showing our lack of faith; but our
failure makes no difference to Him. "The Word of the Lord
endureth for ever" (l Peter 1: 25).

May each one of us be enabled to say, "I know that, whatsoever
God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor
anything taken from it: and God doeth it. that men should fear
before Him" (Ecclesiastes 3: 14).

"THROUGH CHRIST JESUS"

But let us remember and keep in our minds that the place of
blessing and privilege is ours only through our Lord lesus Christ,
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and His death on the cross. "For all the promises of God in Him
are yea, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God by us" (2 Corinthians
1: 20), that is to say, all the promises of God are true, faithful and
certain in Christ. "Amen" signifies strong affirmation to the truth,
and gives assurance that it is so as stated.

EFFECTUAL CALLING

Before being born again, children of God are described as "at
that time . . . without Christ . . . aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the world" (Ephesians 2: 12).

But, oh, how wonderful to have all this changed by His effectual
calling. "Faithful is He that calleth you," and to know that "in
Christ Jesus ye who sometime were far off are made nigh by the
Blood of Christ" (Ephesians 2: 13).

His sacrificial death has brought eternal life according to His
purpose and grace to those who are "the called." "And this is the
promise that He hath promised us, even eterna11ife" (l John 2: 25).

Thus redeemed by His precious Blood, called, quickened, for
given, and justified, the children of God are now therefore "no
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints
and of the household of God" (Ephesians 2: 19). So that those
who are of the household of God are the children of God and
belong to Christ, for they are given to Him by the Father. "All
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh to
Me I will in no wise cast out" (John 6: 37).

These two precious promises give us the absolute certainty of
eternal salvation.

If we need more assurance it is given in Hebrews 7: 24, 25: "But
this Man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priest
hood. Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost
(i.e. completely and for eternity) that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them."

"SEALED"
In realising the truth of His faithfulness we assure our hearts and

minds, thus making our "calling and election sure" (2 Peter 1: 10).
"He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world"
(Ephesians 1: 4), and we "were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise, which is the earnest (i.e. token or pledge) of our inherit
ance" (Ephesians 1: 13, 14).

What peace and joy this assurance brings with complete trust in
Him. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee" (Isaiah 26: 3).



He is faithful in His wisdom, love and power. We learn from
the Word that His wisdom is infinite, His love is everlasting, and
His power is almighty. In faith we rest securely in Him, for "unto
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks (i.e. Gentiles) Christ
[is] the power of God and the wisdom of God" (l Corinthians 1: 24).

UNCHANGEABLE LOVE
And we know that His love is unchangeable, for we read in John

13: 1: "Jesus ... having loved His own which were in the world.
He loved them unto the end (margin. to the uttermost)." Nothing
can separate us from His love (see Romans 8: 35-39).

We find further assurance in 2 Timothy 1: 8-9: "God. who hath
saved us and called us with an holy calling. not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began."

The covenant of free grace.
As made with Christ our Head,

Is stored with precious promises,
By which our souls are fed.

The solemn oath of God
Confirms each promise true,

And Jems with His precious blood
Has sealed the covenant too.

Gospel Magazine, 1778.

The hymn-writer expresses for us the significance of the New
Covenant and our interest in it as blood-bought children of God.

Are we not reminded of it every time we partake of the Lord's
Supper? "This cup is the new testament (covenant) in My Blood.
which is shed for you" (Luke 22: 20). The new covenant is founded
on redemption, "The blood of the everlasting covenant," as men
tioned in Hebrews 13: 20. Therefore. being an everlasting covenant,
it can never, no never, no never, be broken. So with happy
certainty the child of God can sing, "Resting on His covenant from
hour to hour"! A.n.R.

Southbourne, August, 1962.

The Gospel Magazine 395
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

STRENGTHENED WITH MIGHT BY GOD'S SPIRIT

Sermon by the Rev. H. M. CARSON, Vicar of St. Paul's, Cambridge

"That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to
be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man."
-Ephesians 3: 16.

I AM sure that this echoes the cry of many a Christian in this
congregation, the constant cry that we put up to God for strength,
for power to live the Christian life. At times when we are conscious
of the listlessness of our worship; times when we are conscious of
how cold is our love for Christ; times when we are conscious of the
poverty of our witness; then how we cry to God that He will
strengthen us; and this is precisely the prayer that we should be
praying. Here is the petition that Paul makes. This is his desire
for his Ephesian Christian friends, that they might be "strengthened
with might by God's Spirit in the inner man."

This morning we are dealing with something that lies at the very
heart of our Christian living, namely our need for power and the
strengthening which God gives to us through the working of His
Holy Spirit.

Now why are we so urgently in need of this inner strengthening?
I would say, first of all, because of the very demands which God
makes upon us. As we are launched upon the Christian life, by
the grace of God, we discover what a searching thing it is and how
demanding it all is. We discover how deep, and indeed how
absolute, are the requirements which God lays upon His children;
and, of course, when you think of it, this is what you might expect.
God is our Creator; He has made us; we are the clay in His hands.
If He is our Creator, and if everything we have and are we owe to
Him, then quite clearly He has absolute rights over us. It is for
Him to dictate how we should live. It is for us to render humble
obedience. But not only is He our Creator, He is our Redeemer.
He has given His beloved Son to die for us on Calvary. We have
been bought by the blood of Christ, and we go hack again and again
to the Cross; and as we survey that wondrous Cross, we marvel at
the love of Christ for us. But if we have been redeemed hy Christ,
and if the Son of God has given Himself for us, then His demands
upon us are backed by all that He has done for us. We are in debt
to Christ, a debt which we can never repay. The Christ who loved

-----------------~---

_7a ~



us, the Christ who died for us, the Christ who saved us, is the Christ
who demands from us unqualified obedience and absolute sub
mission. But to talk like this is at once to underline our own poverty
and need. God requires from me obedience; Christ requires absolute
surrender; and I am conscious of the fact that all this is beyond my
power. If I am to measure up at all to these requirements, God must
not only demand flOni me, God in His mercy must also strengthen
me.

OUR ENEMY

Now it is not simply that God requires so much; not merely that
Christ demands from us that we should deny self and take up the
Cross and follow Him. It is not simply a straightforward matter of
hearing a command and seeking to obey; but we are very much
aware at the same time of the enmity of the evil one. All the way
through we are engaged in a bitter struggle. It is conflict, a battle
from beginning to end. "We wrestle" says Paul in this very epistle,
"not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places." The one who confronted our Lord in
the wilderness, and sought to deflect Him from the will of God, is
the same enemy who confronts us day by day; and we are conscious,
are we not, of how desperately powerful he is, and how terribly weak
we are. He has his allies. He uses the world, the world organised
against God. He uses this as one of his great instruments for de
flecting us from obedience, for beating down our attempt to obey the
will of God. How does he do it? Well, the world has its attractions.
How attractive many of the pleasures of the world are, and how
spiritually soul destroying they are; but again, how stultifying they
are. He uses the praise and the blame of men. He implants a fear
of what people will say. He uses all these things in order to confront
us with this unwavering hostility, as he seeks to turn us aside from
facing up to these requirements. And we cry from our hearts for
strength, and for power to fight against the evil one.

OUR OWN DEEP SINFULNESS

Yet this is not the only problem. Is not the biggest problem of
all, ourselves? It is not only that we face the hostility of the evil one,
not merely that the world endeavours to turn us aside from the
pathway of obedience, but we know ourselves and we know some
thing of our own deep sinfulness-indeed, unless a man has begun
to understand the vileness of his own heart, he has not begun to
understand true spiritual experience. Listen to the apostle Paul,
crying out in an agony of spirit, "The good that I would I do not,
but the evil that I would not, that I do. 0 wretched man that I am!
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who shall deliver me." It is true that when God brings a man to the
new birth, a miracle takes place. We are made new creatures in
Christ Jesus, and yet, this side of heaven, it is sadly true that we
still have the old nature to contend with, that old nature which the
New Testament calls the flesh. There is this downward drag all
the time, and we know how stern the battle is and we know how
weak we really are. It is in the face of this that the Christian cries
for strength and for power to lead the Christian life.

"STRENGTHENED WITH MIGHT"

What kind of strength are wc looking for? Paul speaks here of
our being "strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man"
-to be mightily strengthened. The strength which God imports to
us is something deep. It is the overwhelming power of God Himself.
You recall when there were the East Coast floods, and sea walls
were breached, the bulletin on the wirelss told how they were trying
to block the defences with sandbags. They were reinforcing,
strengthening the defences, and yet of course, in fact, it was rather a
makeshift arrangement. When you hear by contrast of the work
that went on in the Kariba Dam when they poured in thousands of
tons of reinforced concrete, well, that is something very different.
It is a solid reinforcement of the whole structure. When we think
of spiritual power, so often we think in terms of makeshift arrange
ment. We see a particular habit and we try to deal with it. There
may be a particular problem that we have and we struggle with that.
But when God speaks about strength, it is not some makeshift
arrangement; it is not some temporary provision. God strengthens
with His own Almighty power. There is something dynamic about
this; indeed, the very word that is used suggests this dynamic of
God; it is in terms of an outworking. We are not thinking in terms
of defence. This is not in terms of something static. We are going
forward; we are advancing. We are fighting the good fight of faith
and, therefore, we are strengthened by the grace of God in the
inner man.

"IN THE INNER MAN"

Now where precisely are we strengthened? Paul uses this phrase
"the inner man." He prays that we might be "strengthened by
God's Spirit in the inner man." Now to understand what Paul means
by that phrase, you may turn elsewhere and you will find that he
contrasts the "inner man" with the "outer man," and by the
"outer man" he just means our physical nature. So he can speak of
the "outward man passing away," whereas "the inner man is re
newed day by day." The inner man is the real person; in fact, it is
only there that there is reality. As far as our ordinary bodily con-



dition is concerned, it is in terms of ch~nge. A child is born, and he
grows up into adolescence and manhood. He reaches the zenith of
his physical powers, and he begins to decline. The inevitable process
of decline, and decay, sets in and ultimately he dies. It is in terms
of this upward movement and then the period of decline and death.
But the inner man is the man who survives the grave; the man who
is not subject to the chances and changes of time. The inner man is
the man who shall one day stand before God. The inner man is the
one whom God surveys. "Man," says the Book, "looks on the
outward appearance, but God looks on the heart." He looks deep
below the surface. So the inner man is the place of reality, and that
is where God strengthens us.

But is not the inner man the place, so often, of weakness and
defeat? When we taste defeat, it may be in terms of something we
say, or something we do, but when we examine the cause of that
outward defeat, we discover that behind it there lies an inner failure,
a failure in the inner man. We may be shocked, for example, when
there comes with some man a moral crash. We never expected it,
and it comes with a shattering suddenness; but could we know, we
would find that very often he had been debauching his mind with
the wrong kind of reading; debauching his mind with impure
thoughts for a long time before the crash came. We are aware, too,
of the way relationships are broken by bitter words and angry deeds,
and yet behind it, there has often been a long period in which there
has been a rankling bitterness. There has been something that we
have nursed, a grievance, a grudge; and the more we have nursed it
in our inner man, so the more it has festered until it burst forth in
some ugly word. How often it is true that when a man falters and
breaks spiritually, it is because there has been a battle in his inner
man; and he has been doubting the promises of God. It may be
that for some time he has been unwilling to confess, even to his
dearest friend, that this has been going on; but deep down in his
heart there has been an increasing measure of doubt about God and
His goodness and His Word, and the result is inevitable. If that
doubt is persisted in, if he allows it to gain a hold on him, from the
inner man there emerges the open and outer failure. Of course,
this was just the way the Lord Himself spoke. The Pharisees were
very concerned about the outward ritual; the precise way in which
you washed your hands before you went to the service; the sort of
outward things you did; and the Lord said that what really matters
is the state of your heart. It is out of the heart of man that evil
thoughts and impurities come, and therefore it is the inner man that
needs to be strengthened.
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Of course the inner man is not only the place of weakness; it is
also the place from which emerges resolution and strength. When a
Christian breaks some habit, for example-it may be a habit that has
bound him for years, and by the grace of God he is able to break it
-well, that breaking of the habit does not just come in some casual
moment; before it, there has been a bittle struggle within as he
sought from God the strength and the enabling to do this thing. Or
when you read of someone who has just sailed for the mission
field to preach this gospel of Christ, this is not something that just
happened by chance, or just through a passing whim. Very often
there has been a deep struggle; it may be a struggle that has taken
place over a period of time, but God has brought him to the point
where he has resolved to go in a certain direction. And it is in the
inner man, in the very depths of our being, that we make these
resolves which lead to holiness of life. That is why it is in the
inner man that we need God's strengthening.

"BY HIS SPIRIT"

SO the inevitable question follows-If it is true that God requires
so much from me (and how true that is!), and if it is true (and
how obviously true it is) that I am weak in face of God's demands,
in face of the enmity of the evil one; if it is in my inner man that
I need to be strengthened, then how does this strength come? The
answer of God is simply this-The strength of God comes to us
through the Holy Spirit; "that you might be strengthened with might
by His Spirit in the inner man." How often Christians are very
vague in their thinking about the Holy Spirit. I think it is almost a
comment on the attitude of the Church of God to the doctrine of the
Holy Spirit, that Whit Sunday appears as one little fragment of the
whole year, in which there is a passing mention made very often,
instead of reflecting the prominent place which Scripture gives to
the doctrine of the Spirit.

Now whence comes the Spirit? We say "He proceeds from the
Father and the Son." Now this is not just a statement in the Creed;
there is a great deal of significance in it. He does come from the
Father and the Son. If you go back to John's gospel, and listen to
the Lord Jesus speaking to His disciples, He is promising them the
Holy Spirit, the One who will be the Strengthener. He says, "I will
pray the Father, and He will send you another Comforter"; but He
also says, "I will send Him to you." So there is a sense in which it
is the Father who sends the Holy Spirit to His people; and there is
a sense in which it is the Son of God Himself who imparts the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit who comes to dwell within us, to strengthen us. to
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empower us, is the Spirit who comes from the Father and from the
Son.

Well, you ask, why emphasise this point unduly? It is because of
the tremendous significance in all this. The Father is no longer the
One remote there upon the throne of glory. Through His Spirit, He
draws nigh to each one of His children. Christ the One who died
and rose and is exalted at the right hand of the Father-yes, He is in
glory, in the place of honour and authority-but through His Spirit,
He draws nigh to His people; through His Spirit He dwells within us.

This means, surely, that all the Father is, is available to us
through the indwelling of the Spirit of God. Do I bow and worship
before my God, and do I wonder at His wisdom? Then I turn to
my particular problem and the perplexity with which I am beset,
and I realise that that wisdom of God Almighty is available to me
through the Spirit Himself. Do I marvel at the greatness and the
power of my Creator? I look out on the world around me, and I see
tokens of His handiwork, and here I am beset with some particular
circumstances that seems beyond me. Let me realise that the power
of my Creator is mine through the indwelling of the Spirit who
makes the power of the Father real to me.

Or do I see the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, my beloved
Saviour, the One who died for me, the One who rose, the One who
lives; do I see His love? That love is not something that I view in
the remote distance. That love is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit. That mercy that led Him to Calvary, that mercy that
brought Him to the death of the Cross, is not something that I
view in the remote past, or up there, as it were, in heaven. His
mercy is mine through His Spirit.

All that the Father is, all that the Lord Jesus Christ is, they are
ours by the power of the Spirit of God. So you see, when we pray
that we might be strengthened by His Holy Spirit, we are praying
that we may experience in our inner man the boundless power of the
Godhead. The Christian life is not some sort of vain struggle,
depending upon our own resources. The Christian life is a conflict
in terms of dependence upon the power of God Himself. It is
always in terms of going forward, but it is in terms of advancing in
dependence upon God. The Spirit who proceeds from the Father
and the Son is the Spirit who indwells the believer.

ASKING WITH PERSISTENCE

Do you ask, "If this is so; if this power of God is so wonderful,
why is it that I am so weak?" Why is it that I succumb so fre
quently to temptation? Why is it that so often when I want to speak
for Christ I just fail to do so? Why is it that if the Spirit comes,
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I am not experiencing His power?" Surely the simple answer is,
"You have not because you ask not." Is it not sadly true that we
do not experience the power of the Holy Ghost simply because we
do not seek God's face and cry to Him that He would give to us
His Spirit? What was our Lord's approach? He says, "If ye
being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask Him," A parent delights to give his child what the child
asks for, if that is good for the child. "Well," says the Lord, "do
you not realise that the Father longs to give to you, His children,
in full measure, the Spirit to strengthen you? Why do you not ask?"

But what kind of asking is involved? Sometimes I imagine that
Christians make a mistake at this point. It may be in a sermon
like this, or it may be at some convention, they hear this emphasis
on the work of the Holy Spirit, and they think the asking is just a
request and there it is. You just ask; the Spirit is yours; and then
on you go! And, of course, that pathway leads straight to dis
illusionment. If you go back to find the kind of asking it was
about which Christ was speaking, it was this: Remember the
picture He drew of the man who comes at midnight to his friend.
Someone has arrived on his journey; he has nothing to set before
him; and he asks-but how does he ask? He knocks at the door
and the man says, "No, I am not getting up; I am in bed." He
continues to knock; and the picture that the Lord draws is of a man
hammering persistently at the door and refusing to take "no" for an
answer, until the door is opened and his needs are supplied. Now
Christ was not meaning to suggest that the Father is reluctant to
give. The Father delights to give to His children; but it is true that
often what we call faith is so weak and impoverished that it is
hardly worthy of the name. We are called on to ask with persistence
that God would give us His Spirit.

THE GUARANTEE

Have we any guarantee, any pledge that He will do this? Listen
to Paul again, "that he would grant you"-how?-"according to
the riches of his glory to be strengthened with might by His Spirit
in the inner man." "According to the riches of His glory." Look at
your own poverty; yes, but now look at the wealth of your God.
That is the guarantee and that is the pledge, that all you need for
your Christian life is available through the indwelling, the mighty
indwelling of the Spirit of God. _

Our situation outwardly may be different from that of the
Christians in Ephesus in the first century; but basically it is exactly
the same. The demands of God in the twentieth century, for



belieYers,are just the same as they were in the first century. The
power of the devil is unchanged, and the weakness of the Christian
is just the same. We need strength, do we not? We desperately
need the power of God, and we need it in the depths of our being,
we need it in our inner man. God's answer in this incoming of His
Holy Spirit, the strengthening power of the Spirit of God. So we
come and we pray to God for that. We do not come hopelessly,
remember. It is the Father who sends the Spirit, the Father who
desires the very best for His children; it is He who imparts the
Spirit to us. It is the Son who died for us; it is our Saviour who
gives His Spirit. So when we come, we come in confidence.

This morning when we joined together in the Creed, we said
«I believe in the Holy Ghost." I feel we need to ask ourselves this
morning, Is that really true? Do you believe in the Holy Ghost?
Yes, you as a Christian, do you know something of the power of
the Holy Spirit in your life? Is your Christian life characterised
primarily by defeat and failure? Are you conscious. humbly and
honestly before God, that what you call worship is often a very
formal and lifeless thing? Do you know deep down in your heart
that there is often a coldness of spirit and a listlessness? Do you
know very well that as far as witness is concerned your words
somehow do not go home to people? Do you long to know the
power of God? Do you long to know the strength of God in your
Christian life? This is God's answer, this is God's only answer; it
is His ultimate answer: the indwelling of the Spirit of God.

Well, let us ask, not with some cursory request that just slips
glibly from our lips and is soon forgotten, but that hammering on
the door, as it were, that crying from our hearts; let us ask, in view
of our abysmal need, and in view of the power of the devil, that
God in His mercy and grace will strengthen us. The riches of His
glory are the pledge of the resources which are ours in Him. And
because it is our Father whom we approach, and because it is
through Christ that we come, we can confidently lay hold of this
promise that God will "strengthen us by His Spirit in the inner
man." H. M. CARSON.

Cambridge, 1962.
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PROTESTANT BEACON

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD: A RECENT CASE

According to a report in The Times (February 5, 1962) "Prayers for
the Dead" are legal. Such a conclusion was the judgment of the
Coventry Consistory Court, in regard to a faculty to erect, in the
churchyard of Dmington Parish Church, a tombstone, bearing the
inscription, "Pray for the repose of the soul of ••••"

When we first heard of the case, prior to the Consistory Court
proceedings, the writer said to a friend that there was almost
certain to be the hand of a Roman priest in the matter. This view
was confirmed in The Times account, which stated that the deceased
"discussed with his priest the wording of the inscription which was,
in fact, framed under the guidance of that priest."

The Rector of the parish made a courageous stand, and testified
faithfully. He said "that he objected to the wording of the pro
posed inscription, on the ground that prayers for the dead were
related to the doctrine of purgatory. When he was inducted he
assented to the Thirty-nine Articles, and the Book of Common
Prayer. He considered that the proposed inscription offended against
Article 35. That article, by reference to the Books of Homilies,
denounced prayers for the dead on the ground that on death the
soul went either straight to heaven or to hell; in heaven it needed
no prayers, and in hell it was without redemption. Therefore, the
dead were not helped by our prayers. If we prayed for the dead,
there was an implication that their souls were in distress and that
we were praying them out of that distress. That suggested the I
doctrine of purgatory. If he had agreed to the inscription, it would '
have been tantamount to condoning a doctrine contrary to the
Word of God and the doctrine of the Church of England."

I.-THE CHANCELLOR'S DIFFICULTY

The Chancellor of the Court said:

"The difficulty you are faced with is that you have to show +'.
either that prayers for the dead are illegal, or that this par-
ticular inscription is so obviously connected with the doctrine
of purgatory, that I ought not to allow it."

To a spiritually enlightened, regenerated, child of God there is
no such "difficulty" presented in the matter. "To the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because
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there is no light in them" (Isaiah 8: 20). "Difficulty" arises in
those, and rests with such, who are not led of God to perceive the
truth of Scripture. Many things may be considered "legal" in the
views of professors of religion, papists, pagans, or any other
creature, which are utterly false, and opposed to the truth as it is in
Jesus Christ, the Wisdom of God.

Prayer for the dead is one of the natural instincts of corrupt
human nature. For man feels that he is not fit for the presence of
God, and yet he shrinks from the dreadful idea of being banished
for ever to endless misery. The notion, therefore, that there is a
middle place, or state, where the dead can be helped by the suffrage
of the living, is readily embraced. The wish is father to the thought,
and hence its wide and ready acceptance by the unconverted. The
Gospel, however, knows nothing of it. Washed in the precious
blood of Christ by a living faith, clothed with the imputed robe of
His spotless righteousness, and sanctified by His Holy Spirit, the
believer is assured of an immediate entrance into a blissful
immortality.

Article VI reads:
"Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation:

so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be
believed as an article of the Faith, or be though requisite or
necessary to salvation."

The faithful Rector doubtless gave unfeigned assent to this!

n.-WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURE?

The Scriptures speak only of a twofold state of persons departed
this life, placing some in heaven and others in hell. "He that
believeth and is baptised shall be saved, and he that believeth not
shall be damned" (Mark 16: 16). And lest it should be objected,
"It says not, he shall be saved immediately, but through the medium
of purgatory," it is elsewhere expressed, "He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3: 36).

The Scriptures make only a twofold division of the people of
God in respect of place, dividing the whole redeemed family into
those on earth and those in heaven. The company of believers are
denominated "the whole family in heaven and earth" (Eph. 3: 15).
If there were a purgatory, there should be a threefold division,
namely, those in heaven, those on earth, and those in purgatory.

The Scriptures speak expressly of this life as the only working
time, and the state after death as the night in which no man can

f

I:.,

I','.,.

.. ___a,. •



406 The Gospel Magazine

I

work. "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might;
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
the grave, whither thou goest" (Eccles. 9: 10). "If the clouds be
full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth; and if the tree
fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the
tree falleth, there it shall be" (Eccles. 11: 3).

The following passage of sacred Scripture also affords a striking
confirmation of this truth: "For we must all appear before the
judgment-seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or
bad" (2 Cor. 5: 10). Observe, each individual must bear his own
burden; he is to answer for what he himself has done, not what
another has done for him; it is what he has done, that is to be taken
into account, not what he has suffered, and what he has done in his
body, not after the soul is separated from it; then its state is fixed
irreversibly, as it is elsewhere declared, "It is appointed unto men
once to die, but after that"-what, purgatory?-no, but "the judg~

ment" (Heb. 9: 27).
The Scriptures assure us, in numerous places, that the souls of

believers enter into blessedness immediately after death. "To me
to live is Christ and to die is gain ... having a desire to depart,
and to be with Christ; which is far better" (Phi!. 1: 21, 23). And
again, "We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent
from the body, and present with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5: 8). In the
parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16), Lazarus immed
iately entered into Abraham's bosom, and there was comforted;
and lest it should be objected that this immediate translation into
blessedness was a peculiar favour bestowed, the inspired word speaks
of it as a privilege common to all believers. "We know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building
of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens"
(2 Cor. 5: 1).

"The righteous man perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart;
and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the right
eous man is taken away from the evil to come. He shall enter into
peace: they shall J'est in their beds. each one walking in his up
rightness" (Isa. 57: 1-2). This promise was given to helievers seven
hundred years before Christ came into the world; but, just as a
debtor is released when the security signs the bond by which he
engages to pay the debt, so believers in Christ were freed completely
from the guilt of transgression in virtue of that atonement which
Christ, their security, undertook to make when the fulness of time
should come. And now that that atonement has been made, shall we
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suppose that there is any curtailment of the believer's privilege?
No, for it is written: "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours;
and their works do follow them" (Rev. 14: 13).

III.-PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD OBVIOUSLY CONNECTED
WITH PURGATORY

In consideration of the papal system and her devotees, prayers
for the dead are demonstrably associated with purgatory by her
own creeds, confessions, and practices. It is a fact that there are
those outside the pale of papistry who mistakenly pray for the dead
and do not associate that practice with purgatory, but in this
instance we are dealing with papalism.

Hear, first, the Creed of Pope Pius IV:
"I constantly hold that there is a Purgatory, and that the

souls therein detained are assisted by the suffrages of the
faithful."

In like manner does the Council of Trent speak. We give an
extract from the Decree:

"Since the Catholic Church instructed by the Holy Spirit,
from the sacred writings and the ancient tradition of the
Fathers, has taught in holy councils, and lastly in this general
synod, that there is a Purgatory; and that the souls there
detained are helped by the suffrages of the faithful, but most
of all by the acceptable sacrifice of the Mass; this holy council
enjoins the Bishops diligently to endeavour, that the wholesome
doctrine of Purgatory, handed down by holy fathers and sacred
councils, be believed, held, taught, and everywhere preached by
Christ's faithful servants.... But let the Bishops take heed,
that the sufIrages of the living faithful, i.e., the sacrifices of the
Mass, prayers, alms, and other deeds of piety, which have been
wont to be performed by the faithful for departed believers, be
done piously and devoutly according to the regulations of the
Church; and whatever is due to them (the dead) from the
legacies of testators, or any other way, let it be paid not with
carelessness, but with diligence and accuracy, by the priests and
ministers of the Church, and others who are answerable for the
same."

We say that the doctrine of Purgatory dishonours the electing
love of the Father, the redeeming love of the Son, and the sancti
fying love of the Holy Ghost; and fearful as are the other inven
tions of Rome, this seems to outdo them all. So daring, to launch
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a spirit into another state of being, and even then to suspend its
joy upon the will of those left behind; so that it remains in, or is
caught up from a place of anguish, just as the money for masses
or indulgences has been paid, or not paid. It is most monstrous,
and, as said before, most dishonouring to the ever blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

IV.-EXTRACT FROM THE HOMILIES
Article XXXV, by reference to the Books of Homilies, denounces

prayers for the dead. We quote an extract from Homily XIX,
Third Part.

"Now to entreat of that question, whether we ought to pray
for them that are departed out of this world, or no. Wherein,
if we will cleave only up to the Word of God, then must we
needs grant, that we have no commandment so to do. For the
Scripture doth acknowledge but two places after this life: the
one proper to the elect and blessed of God, the other to the
reprobate and damned souls; as may well be gathered by the
parable of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16: 19-26)....

"For, as the Preacher saith, 'When the tree falleth, whether it
be toward the south or toward the north, in what place soever
the tree falleth, there it lieth' (Eccles. 11: 3), meaning thereby,
that every mortal man dieth either in the state of salvation or
damnation, according as the words of the evangelist John do
also plainly import, saying, 'He that believeth on the Son of
God hath eternal life; but he that believeth not on the Son
shall never see life, but the wrath of God abideth upon him'
(John 3: 36). . . .

"Let these and other such places be sufficient to take away
the gross error of purgatory out of our heads; neither let us
dream any more, that the souls of the dead are anything at all
holpen by our prayers; but as the Scripture teacheth us, let us
think that the soul of man passing out of the body, goeth
straightways to heaven, or else to hell, whereof the one needeth
no prayer, and the other is without redemption. The only
purgatory, wherein we must trust to be saved is the death and
blood of Christ; which we apprehend with a true and stedfast
faith it purgeth and cleanseth us from all our sins even as well
as if he were now hanging upon the cross. . . .

"'If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
even Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation for
our sins' (l John 2: 1-2). But we must take heed that we call
upon this Advocate while we have space given us in this life,
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lest when we are once dead, there be no hope of salvation left
unto us. For as every man sleepeth with his own cause, so
every man shall rise again with his own cause. And look in
what state he dieth, in the same state he shall also be judged,
whether it be to salvation or damnation. Let us therefore not
dream either of purgatory, or of prayer for the souls of them
that be dead: but let us urgently and diligently pray for them
which are expressly commanded in Holy Scripture, namely, for
kings and rulers, for ministers of God's holy word and sacra
ments, for the saints of this world, otherwise called the faithful:
to be short, for all men living, be they never so great enemies
to God and his people, as Jews, Turks, pagans, heretics, infidels,
etc. Then shall we truly fulfil the commandment of God in
that behalf, and plainly declare ourselves to be the true children
of our heavenly Father, who suffereth the sun to shine upon the
good and the bad, and the rain to fall upon the just and the
unjust (Matt. 5: 45). For which, and all other benefits most
abundantly bestowed upon mankind from the beginning, let us
give Him hearty thanks, as we are most bound, and praise His
name for ever and ever. Amen."

V.-THE ONLY REMEDY FOR THE REMOVAL OF GUILT

The precious blood of Christ is the only remedy pointed out in
Scripture for the removal of guilt and sin. Christ has, by himself,
"purged our sins," and "the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from
all sin." But the doctrine of purgatory is directly contrary to these
declarations, for it teaches the sinner that he can, in some measure,
remove his sins by his own sufferings, and that the fire of purgatory
shares that cleansing property which the Scriptures assign exclus
ively to the blood of Christ. Faith is the means by which the sinner
obtains an interest in Christ's redemption. "Whom God set forth
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God" (Rom. 3: 25). We are said to be "justified
freely by God's grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus
Christ" (Rom. 3: 24). "Freely by God's grace," that is, without
any price or consideration furnished by the sinner. "To him that
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness' (Rom. 4: 5).

The conduct of Romish priests, in the sale of masses and in.
dulgences for the supposed relief of suffering souls, marks them for
the false teachers who, according to the sure word of prophecy,
should arise. "But there were false prophets also among the people,

I:
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even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that brought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction ... and through
covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of
you; whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their
damnation slumbereth not" (2 Pet. 2: I, 3). And the system which
sanctions such an iniquitous traffic is evidently that great Babylon
described in the book of Revelation, as numbering in the articles
of her merchandise, "the souls of men" (Rev. 18: 13).

VI.-CHRISTlAN CHARITY

So the Roman priest has his triumphs on this earth! But "God
shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Eccles. 12: 14). But we
are thankful for the faithful discharge of conscience, and testimony
for God's Truth, which God Himself will honour.

"The Diocesan Advisory Committee had approved the inscrip
tion," so read The Times report. It appears to the present writer
that there is more likelihood of a correct judgment being delivered
in secular or civil courts, where plain facts and honesty to the
letter of truth are considered, than in ecclesiastical courts of the
present-day outlook and composition, where fidelity to Solemn
Oaths, Declarations of Assent, and Subscription Articles, are dis
countenanced.

Reference was also made to "Christian charity." Frequently, the
inscription can be seen: "Of your charity pray for the soul of ...."
Regarding "Christian charity" we will quote from two tracts, written
by DR. J. C. RYLE, the first bishop of Liverpool. In his tract
"HAVE YOU CHARITY?" Dr. J. C. Ryle says:

"The charity of the Bible does not consist in never dis
approving anybody's religious opinions. Here is another most
serious and growing delusion. There are many who pride them
selves in never pronouncing others mistaken, whatever views
they may hold. Your neighbour forsooth, may be an Arian,
or a Socinian, a Roman Catholic, or a Mormonite, a Deist, or
a Sceptic, a mere Formalist, or a thorough Antinomian. But
the 'charity' of many says that you have no right to think him
wrong! If he is sincere, it is uncharitable to think unfavourably
of his spiritual condition! From such charity may I ever be
delivered!

"At this rate the apostles were wrong in going out to preach to
the Gentiles! At this rate there is no use in missions! At this
rate we had better close our Bibles, and shut up our churches!
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Everybody is right, and nobody is wrong! Everybody is going
to heaven, and nobody is going to hell! Such charity is a
monstrous caricature. To say that all are equally right in their
opinions, though their opinions flatly contradict one another
to say that all equally are in the way to heaven, though their
doctrinal sentiments are as opposite as black and white-this is
not scriptural charity.

"Charity like this pours contempt on the Bible, and talks
as if God had not given us a test of truth. Charity like this
confuses all our notions of heaven, and would fill it with a
discordant inharmonious rabble. True charity does not think
everybody right in doctrine. True charity cries, 'Believe not
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they be of God; be
cause many false prophets are gone out into the world.' 'If
there come any unto you, and bring not the doctrine, receive
him not' (1 John 4: 1; 2 John 10). . . . The natural heart
knows nothing of true charity. The charity of the Bible will
never be found except in a heart prepared by the Holy Ghost.
It is a tender plant, and will never grow except in one soil.
You may as well expect grapes on thorns, or figs on thistles,
as look for charity when the heart is not right. The heart in
which charity grows is a heart changed, renewed, and trans-
formed by the Holy Ghost." .

In his tract entitled "ONLY ONE WAY," text-"Neither is there
salvation in any other, for there is none other under heaven, given
among men, whereby we must be saved"-J. C. RYLE writes as
follows:

"If Christ is the only way of salvation, what are we to
feel about many people in the world? This is the point I am
now going to take up. I believe that many persons would go
no further. They will allow my premises. They will have noth
ing to say to my conclusions. They think it uncharitable to say
anything which appears ot condemn others.

"For my part I cannot understand such charity. It seems to
me to be the kind of charity which would see a neighbour
drinking slow poison, but never interfere to stop him; which
would allow emigrants to embark in a leaky vessel, and not
interfere to prevent them; which would see a blind man walk
ing near a precipice, and think it wrong to cry out and tell
him there was danger. I believe the greatest charity is to tell
the greatest quantity of truth. I believe it is no charity to hide
the legitimate consequences of such a text as we are now
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considering or to shut our eyes against them. And I solemnly
call on everyone who really believes there is no salvation in
any but Christ-and none other name given under heaven
whereby we must be saved-I solemnly call upon that person
to listen to me, while I set before him some of the tremendous
consequences which the text involves....

"Another consequence to be learned from our text, is the
great error committed by those who add anything to Christ as t·
necessary to salvation. It is an easy thing to profess belief in
the Trinity, and reverence for our Lord Jesus Christ and yet
to make some addition to Christ, as the ground of hope, and
so to overthrow the doctrine of the text as really and completely
as by denying it altogether. The Church of Rome does this
systematically. She adds things over and above the require-
ments of the gospel of her own invention. She speaks as if
Christ's finished work was not a sufficient foundation for a
sinner's soul; and as if it was not enough to say, 'Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' She sends
men to penances and absolution-to masses and extreme
unction-to fasting and bodily mortification-to the Virgin and
the saints-as if these things could add to the safety there is in
Christ Jesus. And in doing this, she sins against our text with
a high hand. Let us beware of Romish hankering after addi-
tions to the simple way of the gospel, from whatever quarter it
may come. ... If our charity and liberality are wider than
that of the Bible, they are worth nothing at all." F.C.

I
Obituary

PASTOR R. F. CHAMBERS
SECRETARY OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 1946-1958

RALPH FREDERICK CHAMBERS entered peacefully into the presence
of his Lord quite suddenly on July 20, 1962, aged 72.

Mr. Chambers had a long connection with the Trinitarian Bible
Society. In 1931 he commenced deputation work for the Society, .it.
where his knowledge and experience were of great value. In 1944 _
he was appointed Assistant Secretary, and in 1946 General Secretary,
holding this office until his retirement in 1958. He was then elected
a Vice-President, and continued to take occasional services for the
Society until his death.

,--.--.=--....-
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Blessed with godly parents, he attended Portsmouth' Chapel from
an early age. He was called by grace at the age of 17. and was
baptized by Mr. Leaman in August. 1908. at Portsmouth.

Some years later he was deeply exercised regarding the ministry,
and finally felt the call to serve the churches through Pastor J.
Jarvis. of Greenwich. He preached his first sermon at Hurstpierpoint
in 1922. From that time his service rapidly increased and widened
among the churches, and he will be remembered in all directions
for his gracious and soul-profiting ministry of the Word of God.
He was called to the pastorate of the church at Balham in 1935,
where he laboured until 1944. Leaving Balham he renewed his
membership at Salem, Portsmouth. and continued there until his
death.

Throughout his life he was a diligent student of the Word of God
and was favoured with a gracious understanding of Divine Truth.
This, coupled with his mature experience, endeared him to the
hearts of the people of God, and his advice and counsel were sought
in all directions. It was while replying to requests for advice on
church matters that he was stricken; he soon passed into uncon·
sciousness from which he never rallied. and passed away a few
hours later.

For a considerable number of years Mr. Chambers devoted his
attention to the study of the history of Strict Baptist Churches
throughout the land. and spent much time in journeys and enquiries
in order to compile a complete record together with photographs
of every chapel both past and present. Three volumes of this
history were published by him during his lifetime and are in the
hands of many. Only just prior to his death did he pass over the
material for the remaining volumes to the Strict Baptist Historical
Society who will publish the further volumes to complete the record.
This history will remain a permanent record, in some measure. of
the love and devoted service rendered by our dear friend to the
denomination.

He will be sadly missed in all directions, but our great loss is
his eternal gain. for he is with his Master whom he loved and
served so faithfully. Our prayerful sympathy goes out to his
daughter in her great loss.

The funeral took place at Derby Road Chapel, Croydon, con
ducted by Pastor Garnham before a large and representative gather
ing, followed by the interment at Mitcham Road Cemetery, where
only six years before his dear wife was laid to rest.

"He being dead yet speaketh." S.A.G.
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MISSIONARY OPTICAL SERVICE

EXTRACTS FROM MR. THOMPSON'S LETTER

Dear Friends, January 31, 1962.

Miss Harrison spent three fairly busy months in Uganda, her
work being, at times, disrupted by the floods which were very bad
in parts. Now she is in the Copper-belt of Northern Rhodesia, and
is finding such co-operation from the missionaries, and such fellow
ship with them, that she doesn't want to leave-or so it would
appear from her letters!

For some time we have felt that we should consider a "base" in
the Copper-belt, and so I have now applied for a Residence permit.
This will enable us to establish a base from which we can go into
East Africa, the Congo, etc., in fact into most of Central and South
Africa, simply by driving along the roads! We shall also have
somewhere to leave, and to send our goods, spectacles and equip
ment, and we feel we shall be able to do much more work, and
reach many more who need our help.

My visit to Congo has had to be postponed for a month or two:
there is some difficulty in getting goods through the Customs, so we
are waiting until we hear that all the cases sent have safely arrived.
Then I hope to visit most of the B.M.S. stations along the Congo
river, get to Stanleyville, and fly from there to East Africa, to visit
once again some of those who have not been visited for two or three
years. Please will you pray about this? If I can get to Stanleyville,
I hope to be able to visit the U.F.M. stations, and perhaps the
W.E.C. stations as well; I was in touch with them before Inde
pendence but have heard nothing from them since.

There have been a few cans from the French speaking parts of
West Africa, and I have now been given contacts for all the coun
tries down the West Coast. In some, there would appear to be
nobody doing optical work, and in others just one or two who have
had no training. Morocco, Mauretania, Senegal, Guinea, Togoland,
Dahomey, and others are countries with millions of souls, many of
them fast bound with the chains of Islam, and very few to tell them
of a Saviour's love. Sometimes one feels overwhelmed by the mag
nitude of the need and one is tempted to despair and say, "What
can one or two pairs of hands do for these millions?" But God is
able, and it is not our hands, but His power that will accomplish

•;
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Yours sincerely,
HORAcE A. THoMPsoN.

I

the task, and His grace that will be, that is, sufficient for us. So we
will praise Him!

We do praise our Heavenly Father for all the praying friends He
has given us and rejoice in the fellowship that we have with you
in our Lord Jesus.
Missionary Optical Service,

162, Salvington Road,

Worthing. Sussex.

Just when Thou wilt, 0 Master, call!
Or at the mom or evening fall,
Or in the dark, or in the light,
Just when Thou wilt, it must be right.

Just when Thou wilt, 0 Saviour, come,
Take me to dwell in Thy bright home!
Or when the snows have crowned my head,
Or e'er it hath one silver thread.

Just when Thou wilt, 0 Bridegroom, say,
"Rise up, my love, and come away!"
Open to me Thy golden gate
Just when Thou wilt, or soon, or late.

Just when Thou wilt, Thy time is best,
Thou wilt appoint my hour of rest,
Marked by the Sun of perfect love,
Shining unchangeably above.

Just when Thou wilt! no choice for me!
Life is a gift to use for Thee;
Death is a hushed and glorious tryst
With Thee, my King, my Saviour Christ!
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

THE PHARISEE, THE SINNER, THE SAVIOUR

AN ADDRESS GIVEN AT WESTONING, BEDFORDSHIRE,

WHIT-MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1962

"And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she •.
knew that lesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought
an alabaster box of ointment, and stood behind Him, weeping,
and began to wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them with •
the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them .•
with the ointment."-Luke 7: 37-38.

IN the inspired record of the life of our Lord we have instances of
His dealing with individuals. He often preached to the multitude, •
but He never despised the solitary person. It would be profitable
for us all, as enabled, to follow the four gospels closely and study
each particular case where our Lord left the crowd and conversed
with the individual.

We are apt to forget that one by one we came into this world,
and one by one we go out of it. "Thou God seest me" is still true.
So do not think that, belonging to a Christian body, therefore, we
are right for heaven . They whom the Lord saves He saves one by
one. He knows His sheep by name and He calls them by their
names, and in the glory to come it will be found that their names
correspond exactly to those "written in heaven" before time began
(Luke 10: 20).

You remember the woman at the well as in John 4? Our Lord is
"wearied" with His journey (verse 6). What a word for the Holy .....;
Spirit to use of Him Who was God over all, blessed for evermore! •
How real His sacred humanity! How close to His people He
came in His incarnate state! Yet without sin. He being weary
"sat thus on the well." Yet Divine appointment is in this. A
woman of Sarmaria was to come to that spot just then. He knew
all about her: her history was as plain to Him as yours and mine
are also. Her soul had a revelation of Him as the Saviour-her
very own Saviour-in His talk with her, and she "left her water-
pots," and so will you if He speaks to you as He did to her. Oh, ,.
that He would speak to each similarly!

"Then I, with all in glory,
Shall thankfully relate

Th' amazing pleasing story
Of Jesu's love so great." J. Allen.

- .!iiM*.. - t
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There is that man hanging on the cross beside our Lord, whom we
call the "dying" thief-perhaps it were better to call him the
"living" thief-for he then began to live as never before. Did our
Lord despise that one poor soul? The Redeemer in His dying
agonies was expiating the sins of the whole elect church, yet He
was not so taken up with His own sorrows as to forget this elect
vessel of mercy crying to Him "Lord, remember me when Thou
comest into Thy kingdom." He gave that one man a promise
others present would like to have applied to their hearts-"Verily,
I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." Truly
as John Newton said:

"Come, sinners, view the Lamb of God,
Wounded, and dead, and bathed in blood;
Behold His side, and venture near,
The well of endless life is here."

1.-THE PHARISEE

Now look at the Pharisee in our text.
We do not propose to occupy precious time unduly about such

a man . Really, such are not worth talking about. But as he is in
our subject we must speak of him.

The name means a "Separatist," and was probably given them to
mark their exclusiveness from the common people. This sect was
the most numerous, and very prominent and popular. They opposed
anything that would oppose the rule of God. They stressed the
truth that God would reward obedience to the Law of Moses but,
alas! they often distorted the truth. "Tassels on their dress; scrolls
and small leather boxes fastened on forehead, head, and neck,
inscribed with texts of the Law; long prayers offered in public
places"-these were the badges by which they hedged themselves
about. Walking so stately and sanctimoniously, loving greetings in
the market places, and to be called Rabbi, Rabbi; the outside of the
cup and platter beautiful, but inside full of extortion and excess.
So their religion appeared to start on a good basis, but, like most
organisations, churches, and Christian societies, sooner or later the
Devil sows tares, and so the old foundation truths are left, and
forms, mere externalism in religion takes place. Decay follows and,
in time, death.

Never forget that during the last days of our Lord's ministry
He openly stands and hurls His woes at this fraternity in the
plainest terms possible. "Never man spake like this Man" for
downright outspokenness. "Fill up then the measure of our fathers.
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Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damna
tion of hell?" (Matthew 23).

Some do not like to hear such plain speaking today. But, whether
we like it or not, some admire our Lord for speaking as the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, absolutely ignoring their hate and malice.
His holy soul detested then, as now, the great pretence to holiness
and spirituality by those who lived in sin and all manner of iniquity."
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and
platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. "Create in me
a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit within me." Let it be
heart work, Lord, first and always-the outside will be affected then.

Now it was one of this religious sect that had invited our Lord
to eat with him (verse 36). Our Lord accepted the invitation. Just
previous to this we read that they could not get on with John the
Baptist "because he came neither eating bread or drinking wine;
and they said, he had a devil; the Son of Man is come eating and
drinking; and they said, behold a gluttonous man and a wine
bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners." It does not matter what
you do for some people-you will never please them, and, indeed,
we would be very foolish to try. Well, our Lord enters the Pharisee's
house by invitation, and sat down to meat.

It was the rule, if you invited anyone to your house, to be
courteous; but this great religious man had not even the semblance
of courtesy. "Simon, seest thou this woman? I entered into thine
house, thou gavest Me no water for my feet (walking in a hot
country, this was very needful and refreshing), thou gavest Me no
kiss (the ordinary form of greeting on meeting). But this woman,
she hath washed My feet with tears, and wiped them with the
hairs of her head (they had long hair in those days!), and she has
never ceased to kiss ardently and tenderly My feet." And why had
this Pharisee not done this to his Guest? His religion was all
outside, forms, ceremony; he had no grace in his heart, so not a
grain of civility could he show to Jesus in spite of all his religion.
Have you never met some who are very like that? They can talk
for the hour on religion and be very strict in theiroutward attend
ance on religious services, but are awkward and stubborn, rude and
most discourteous. Grace in the heart of any person will modify,
subdue, transform the character and make itself shine in its native
glory.

"Constrain my soul Thy sway to own
Self-will, self-righteousness dethrone:
Each idol tread beneath Thy feet,
And to Thyself the conquest get." A. M. Toplady.

•
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n.-THE WOMAN

It is time we considered the woman-the sinner of our text.
The Holy Spirit does not mince His words about her. He says,

"Behold, a woman in the city which was a sinner" (verse 37). But,
while very plain in His terms with which to describe her, so plain
that none can miss the meaning, yet the Good Spirit does not reveal
her name. With some, if a woman had acted like this one had, they
would advertise it far and wide. But no one knows her name.

Many of God's living elect are not known to us. God has His
people everywhere though we may be like the prophet and think
"We only are left," while the 7,000 who had not bowed to Baal
are known and reserved. No book, paper, magazine may ever have
your name in it, no record of you ever printed, but that is of no
importance. It is stilI true:

"Poor and afflicted, Lord, are Thine,
Among the great unfit to shine;
But, though the world may think it strange,
They would not with the world exchange."

T. Kelly.
WHY SHE CAME INTO THE HOUSE

Why did this woman come into the house? As far as I know
we do not read a single thing about her before; she seems to appear
on the scene suddenly and unexpectedly. She had a secret some
thing in her heart that brought her here just at this moment. Yet
not a hint of the work of grace in its commencement has the Spirit
given us. We do not know the time, the place, the means, of her
new birth, not a word as to the beginning of that work. That she
was born again is too clear from the whole narrative to be doubted,
Christ telling her plainly that her sins were all forgiven (verse 48).

Some of God's people do not know when, where, or how, the
good work was begun in them. They devoutly hope God has done
some gracious work in them, and, by the reception of certain bless
ings in their hearts, they dare not say He has not; yet when some
seem to lay the law down so confidently that the work of grace is
always just so, as one used to put it ,like a pair of railway lines
running straight along and each case similar, some of God's family
may feel cut off. Not all have the same amount of law-work-not
all the same deep agony of hanging, as it were, over hell-not all
can tell the precise moment and exact spot of ground where they
were when the Holy Spirit arrested them. All of God's family have
as much of law-work and bondage and knowledge of sin within and
without as will make them flee for refuge to Christ alone.

;.1
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Zaccheus was up the tree. What made him get up? Curiosity?
Maybe, but who was behind that? You came in this building some
years ago, or entered some other-you knew not what for at the
time-and God was in it. You have seen that very clearly since.
The beginning of the work of grace is secret, mysterious (John 3: 8),
unperceived, in many cases, but it develops, as the incorruptible
seed germinates and grows. Then you become aware of a hunger,
a thirst, a dissatisfaction with self, the world, and such a one desires
to lay hold of the things the gospel reveals. Well, thank God for
that, my friend.

Where are I now? Am I like this woman, this sinner? Do I want
Christ? Many things have been working that we know nothing of
to bring this woman in the house, and now she just wanted Him
and His Salvation. Is that you today? Then a good work has been
begun, if you cannot tell when, nor where, nor how.

HER POSITION

Look at her position: "She stood at His feet behind Him."
Just so. You know your place? "Behind Him!" Why? Can you
face Him? You in your sins, with the guilt of years on your
conscience, can you venture boldly into His presence? What? the
Holy Spirit having turned up the folds of your heart somewhat and
you go to Christ?

"A sinner is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost has made him so."

That no doubt is true-for none can see their sins aright only as
He shows them-but it is a great thing for your soul to venture
into His presence with your sins; and you know that by feeling.
"0 my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee,
my God: for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our
trespass is grown up unto the heavens (Ezra 9: 6).

She stands behind because she is ashamed of her past and present
state. Let no Pharisee say "I am not like her," We are as bad as
she. It is what we have done in the heart that God looks at.
Let him that is without this particular sin cast the first stone at this
woman (John 8: 7).

While she stands behind Him He knows she is there. Just now,
just what you think and say inwardly of your own wicked heart
and ways-yes-He knows you in that. He is hearing you now'
what you say of yourself; no one else may hear it, but He that
heareth you in secret will one day reward you openly also.

Further, her being behind Him may indicate that she was willing
to serve Him. For standing behind master or mistress could indicate
that. 'Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their

r iA.... ,
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"Law and terrors do but harden
All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves a heart of stone."

I

t

masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress;
so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until He have mercy
upon us" (Ps. 123: 2). She stood waiting orders to serve. This
woman is willing to wash His feet and kiss them-do anything, as
enabled, for His sake. We are not even hinting at merit in this.
We are speaking of the effects of grace in the heart. "But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you" (Romans
6, the whole chapter deals with this). This woman loved Him
now, and that makes the feet in swift obedience move. Love is a
priceless fruit of the Spirit, and evidences union with Christ. It is
something more than emotion, it is a holy principle implanted in the
soul and, like its sister grace, faith,

"Lives and labours under loads,
Though damped, it never dies."

WEEPING

She stands behind Him weeping. Tears are very deceiving. Some
are so very emotional, they can cry over anything, and often, it is
feared, it means nothing. It is just a weakness. It can be a real
affliction, one so broken in nerves as to do nothing but cry-and
such are to be pitied. But this woman's tears came from a high
source.

J. Hart.
Repentance for sins and forgiveness of sins are joined together,

by the Lord Himself: "And that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His Name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem" (Luke 24: 47). Repentance does not produce in God a
willingness to forgive your sins, but your repentance, given you by
the exalted Saviour (Acts 5: 31) proves His willingness to forgive
your sins.

Gospel repentance is very different from remorse. To be beaten
down by God's law charged home into the conscience, fettered, con
demned with no hope of forgiveness, then to be desperate and end
Judas-like with hanging-suicide-how dreadful!

"While of Thy absence we complain,
And long or weep in all we do,

There's a strange pleasure in the pain
And tears have their own sweetness too."

Dr. Watts.

'·1
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IlL-THE SAVIOUR
Now let us consider THE SAVIOUR in this story.
He reads the thoughts. The Pharisee had spoken "within himself"

thus: "This Man, if He were a prophet, would have known who
and what manner of woman this is that toucheth Him: for she is a
sinner" (verse 39). Jesus soon showed that He was Prophet indeed
for He answered (verse 40) Simon's secret thoughts by the story of
the creditor. If all our thoughts are known to Him, as indeed they
are, and so many of them are downright evil, what hope have we
if heaven is by any goodness of ours? He seeth the heart, in fact,
it is His alone to read the heart of man and to search it; and He
well knows that ours is "deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked" (Jeremiah 17: 9, 10).

Yet also it is true that He reads any gracious thoughts that we
have within toward His Holy Name: He can perceive those actings
of the renewed mind within us before we may be conscious of them
as thoughts. Remember, that He has said the comforting word to
those that "feared the Lord, and that thought upon His Name.
They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts in that day when I
make up My jewels-special treasure" (Mal. 3: 17).

He then gives the story of the creditor (40-42).
Observe that Christ is a guest in this Pharisee's house and so

asks permission to say what follows: "Simon, I have somewhat to
say unto thee"; and Simon grants permission: "He saith, Master,
say on." Our Lord observed the utmost courtesy even with this
man. May we never forget that God enjoins us to "be courteous"
(1 Peter 3: 8). Dr. Gill, who knew as much as any man about
Jewish observances and rules, says to the effect that this was a
way of speaking with the Jews, and he cites one Rabbi (Simeon ben
Gamaliel) as speaking to another Rabbi thus: "Is it thy pleasure
that I should say before thee one thing? He said unto him, Say on."
So Simon gives our Lord leave, "Say on."

Two debtors owed a certain creditor money, one five hundred
pence, the other fifty. In passing, a word to the young boys and
girls here this afternoon. A penny in the New Testament equals
about 7-!d. of our money, so if you multply that 500 times, and
also 50 times, you will find the sum in our English money each
owed. And, of course, you will find one owed ten times more than
the other.

"Which of them will love him most," asks the Saviour. Simon's
reply is "[ suppose that he to whom he forgave most." There sounds
something uncertain about his "suppose."

Was he certain of what the Lord was driving at and afraid to

•
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admit the truth? "I suppose," indeed! It is well when we are made
to frankly, unhesitatingly, admit truth even when it cuts clean
across some of our prejudiced or long treasured ideas.

"Thou hast rightly judged," yes: it is true that the biggest
sinner, the 500 pence sinner, will be the greatest lover of Christ
when forgiveness streams into his heart. We will not stress the
50 pence debtor, for I am sure all who are taught of God come to
the conclusion that they owe the most.

The woman's sins were "many" (verse 47), far more than she
could count. So will yours be as taught of God, and still the
number growing, and you will feel they are too many, too great
against light and favours many-altogether far beyond all forgive
ness. You may even doubt, and whisper the doubt in your soul,
"He can never forgive my sins, they are too much for me to expect
pardon." He did not stop at the word "many"-what a mercy for
her! -for He continued and said, "Her sins which are many, are
forgiven" (verse 47). This He said unto Simon. But He said the
same to the woman, "He said unto her, thy sins are forgiven"
(verse 48).

Can you think what she would feel then? Did ever God say as
much to you? Have you ever had such an assuring word spoken by
HIMSELF to your heart? No wonder we read, "She loved much"
(verse 47).

Forgiveness will cause love to flow to Christ. She was not
forgiven because she loved Him; she was forgiven solely on the
basis of "Even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you" (Eph.
4: 32). Atoning blood, eternal redemption from all sins, all her
debts Godward paid by blood that is precious to God, and precious
to the forgiven sinner; that was the ground of her forgiveness. And
according to the measure of our apprehension of God forgiving us
will be the measure of our love to Him.

It is good to read of forgiveness of sin, to sing about it, and to
hear it preached, but has Christ ever preached it inside our heart
by His word? That's the point. Actually to have it and know
that we are pardoned.

"Know Him to wash me in His blood;
Know Him to make my peace with God;
Know Him for strength and righteousness;
And know Him for renewing grace." .

R. Lee. 1794.
May be yours is more a matter of hope than assurance. And that

is a precious grace of the Spirit, for when He works it in. it is

,
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"a good hope through grace." If we were in some condemned cell.
waiting to be hanged, and someone came to us and said: "Well.
there is just a possibility that you will not be executed after all,
that you may be reprieved." We would cling to that hope. I am
sure we would.

Well, when we lie condemned by God's law, and it seems sure to
us we must die eternally for our debts to Him, and some portion
of His Holy Word comes into the heart with life, and light, and
power, we cling to that, and hope He will yet make the matter more
clear to us and do for us as He did to this woman-the sinner
and say to us, your sins though many are forgiven." Then we
should not want any preacher to tell us to love Christ, no: certainly
not, love would flow forthwith freely, and show itself in deeds,
too, as this woman showed hers by deeds.

"Fill me with all the life of love,
In mystic union join

Me to Thyself, and let me prove
The fellowship Divine.

"Open the intercourse between
My longing soul and Thee,

Never to be broke off again
To all eternity."

C. Wesley.
"GO IN PEACE"

And further, the Saviour said unto her, "Go in peace" (verse 50).
The object of her faith had saved her: the grace of faith had
enabled her to believe what He told her of her sins being forgiven
and, now, to enjoy peace.

She may have felt, "What, Lord, are all my black sins forgiven
by Thee? Then, what a Saviour Thou art! What a Great One!
And what a willing One!" How could she help loving Him? The
past blotted out and never to be remembered against me for ever,
for He says "I will remember thy sins no more." Wonderful
Saviour! None like Thee to my heart!

Go in peace, and take no notice of all the Simons-the Pharisees
you may meet with. Pharisees do not understand such a sinner.
You and a Pharisee will never get along together. No union, so no
fellowship, for you are as far apart as the North and South Poles.
Peace in the mind which once was full of guilt. Have I made a
mistake, say you? Can it really be that all the sins of my youth
and, maybe, of old age too, are these all forgiven me? "I have
blotted them out." Then:

J
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"May I never cease to tell
The wonders of His love,

Till heavenly notes my bosom swell,
In yonder courts above." J. Swaine.

You shall have plenty of trials and afflictions and temptations
but Christ still says to His people, "Go in peace." You shall be
hated of all sorts of men for My sake: your name shall be cast out,
and they will separate from your company, and say all manner of
things against you, falsely, for My sake and the Gospels-but you
go in peace.

Satan will be sure to disturb thy peace all he can, for he and
you are no longer in union. Satan will suggest to you that all you
have professed to have and enjoyed of the gospel of peace during
all your life is just mere imagination, a delusion, that you never
were right, and never can hope to be right when the end comes;
says he, I will pull your mask off then, leave that to me, for sure
I will wreck your soul to eternity. That and much more than that
you may expect to meet with from the Devil, and vile things from
your own heart also, but "in Me ye shall have peace."

And all the inner and outer conflict you have will, by His grace,
drive you away from all created streams and from your wicked and
religious self also, to Himself, Who is your Peace. He knows it
takes a lot to wean us from this life, and we learn very slowly,
and so have need of the same lessons again and again, and all is
to bring us to, and keep us at, the Saviour's feet.

As far as I know this woman drops out of the sacred history and
we know no more about her-and yet we do-for our Saviour
never did such a thing as this to a sinner and turn the sinner out of
glory. She is at Home now, with Him she first knew down here;
reproached by the Pharisee, sinned against as she herself did, yet
now with Him her Almighty Saviour and like Him for purity also.
No words of men can describe such a Saviour.

Now she has eternal peace-peace like a river-peace never to be
broken. Can ought but Grace Divine do this for a sinner? Forgiven
all sin here and enjoy peace for evermore hereafter.

"Twas for thy sin, My love, 'He said
Those poignant thorns surround My head;

I groaned and bled on Calvary's tree,
To spread this banner over thee.'

"Jesus, when Thou shalt call, I'll fly
To join the marriage feast on high;

And o'er Thy glorious fulness rove,
And pay my Saviour love for love." J. Kent.

E.R.
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SYMPATHY, or WORDS FOR THE WEAK
AND THE WEARY

By DR. D. A. D<mDNEY

BELOVED, we know your fears. You are apprehensive that there is
a peculiarity in your case; that there is a something in it dissimilar
to others; and its very peculiarity excludes you from the benefits and
the blessings which Jesus is wont to bestow upon His people.

Now, admitting, merely for argument sake, that there is a some
thing most unusual in your case. Suppose it were a lone case. We
will imagine yours to be such an instance of self-destitution, sin,
helplessness, misery, as Jesus yet never took in hand. Have it, if you
will, that yours is the worst case-the saddest case, in itself con
sidered-the most hopeless case that ever was presented to the
throne of grace. We merely say, in passing, that your case presents
nothing of the kind; but supposing it did, admitting that Satan, in
his suggestions, and your own heart. in its unbelief, were correct;
there would not, even then, he the slightest ground for despondency,
nor even discouragement.

Now we will endeavour to show you why. You believe Jesus to
be almighty; yea, you have not a doubt that He is very God as well

. as very man. You believe Him to be the almighty, eternal, immut
able I AM. Well now, as such, do you not believe that He has
"all power, both in heaven and on earth?" Hence, can you conceive
for one moment that your sin overmatches His power? Do you
think He cannot control or subdue it?

Can you imagine that your case is a more desperate one than that
of the man among the tombs, "whom no man could bind; no, not
even with chains." Yet Jesus did by a word dispossess the devils
who could destroy two thousand head of swine, although they could
not destroy that previously possessed man.

Or can your case outvie that of Mary Magdalene, out of whom
Jesus cast seven devils? But, even supposing it did, by your
questioning Jesus' power to deliver, do you not contradict yourself
as to your belief in His omnipotency? You divest Him of supreme
and infinite power by imagining that your sin is greater than that
power.

Now, we are sure that you do not in reality believe this; yea, on
the contrary, you believe that Jesus is "mighty to save, and able to
do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think."
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This question, then, settled as to the ability of Jesus, your doubts
and fears are grounded upon His willingness to save. Well, this is a
step in advance. It is a wonderful mercy, bestowed upon com
paratively few, to know themselves sinners; it is an additional mercy
(and the gift of God alone) to know that Jesus is the only Saviour,
"that there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved"; and a boundless mercy it is to be
brought to a holy reserve to look nowhere else, to plead with none
else, to be determined, if perish you must, to perish at the feet of
Jesus! All this is matchless mercy, wondrous grace; for it is alone
by mercy and grace that a poor sinner is brought to this knowledge,
and to this holy resolution. All, all is the sovereign, gracious work
of the Holy Ghost.

Perish at the feet of Jesus! Whoever heard of such a case?
Where is the poor sinner whom Jesus ever spurned from His foot
stool? Where he or she that died suing for mercy at His feet who
has said, "Him that cometh to Me, I will in nowise cast out?"

The willingness upon the part of a poor sinner to be saved by
Jesus, is not only a proof of the willingness of Jesus to save, but is
verily an evidence and proof that such sinner is saved. By nature
no man knows himself a sinner, in a true spiritual sense. He is a
sinner, but he does not know it. He can only know it by Divine
teaching. The Teacher is the Holy Ghost. Hence, the effectual
showing to a man that he is a sinner, is part (and an essential,
indispensable part too) of the grand scheme of salvation. And if
such sinner is interested in one part of salvation, he is interested in
the whole!

He passes from stage to stage, from one branch of knowledge to
another. By little and little the great and glorious things touching
redemption and salvation are opened to his mind. The process
may be slow, but sure. He is learning by degress only, but at the
same time he is learning effectually. Moreover, when the light of
truth is so far revealed, and Jesus, in the excellency of His person,
the efficacy of His blood, the perfection of His righteousness, and
the fulness and freeness of His grace, is manifested to the poor
sinner as his, then it will be discovered by that poor sinner, that all
the teaching and training he has undergone has been essential for
bringing him to the fuller knowledge and appreciation of Jesus,
and a salvation in Him, and from Him, and by Him, so complete in
all its parts, and so exactly adapted in its every feature and phase
for such a sinner.

Then the Saviour and the sinner are manifested as so suitable for
each other. The sinner in his emptiness. and the Saviour in His
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fulness. The one poor, the other rich; the one a pauper, the other
the Prince of Life; the one all vileness, the other all purity; the one
a prisoner, the other exalted on purpose to "proclaim liberty to the
captive, and the opening of the prison-doors to them that are
bound"; the one labouring under the direst of diseases, the other
the great and good Physician; the one dead, the other the Resur
rection and the Life. Now, where can there be a more striking or
beautiful adaptation?

What can unfit you, a poor sinner, for such a Saviour? If you
imagine He has not taken your case into account, in all its varied
complications, and you at the same time willing and waiting to be
saved by Him, you do so far dishonour Him. He can make no
mistakes. It is impossible that He can overlook, and it is equally
impossible that He can be indifferent. It is utterly impossible that
you or any poor sinner, brought to your present state of heart and
mind, can be lost.

Such a contingency would upset the whole Gospel plan of salva
tion, and naturally lead to the argument, "If one be lost, why not
another, why not all? Who can be certain, who indulge any reason
able hope, who enjoy a holy confidence? Who say, with a holy and
triumphant assurance, 'I know whom 1 have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which 1 have committed to
Him against that day?'" Could it be known by the family of God
that one brought to know and feel what you have known and felt,
were lost, it would unsettle their faith, and plunge them into a sea
of uncertainty, misery, and distress.

But no, they are taught better; they know that "He is not a man
that He should lie, nor the son of man that He should repent."
His gifts are worthy of Himself, and Himself is "the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever." All He ever did for and on the behalf
of His Church was done in the full foreview of all that Church
would ever be.

"Ere He saved her, well He knew
What a heart like hers would do."

Oh, then, beloved, be it yours to look away simply from all that
you have been or are to Him who is everything you can need; for
verily He is "made of God unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica
tion, and redemption." What more than this can Iehovah need, or
you require? You are a debtor, but CHRIST is your receipt in full
of all demands. D. A. DoUDNEY.

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol (1862).
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Poetry

REPLENISHMENT

Tune: Nearer Home

My God, for Thee I pant,
As pants the thirsty hart

For streams which in the desert flow
Refreshment to impart.
The waters of the world
Can never quench my thirst,

And now I crave the living stream
Which from the Rock does burst.

I want not empty joys
And unavailing strife,

But may my life be linked with His,
The Way, the Truth, the Life;
For then I mount above,
I leave my care behind

And with the blest of every age
Eternal life I find.

I grasp the Book of God
The Gospel page to scan;

The Spirit's guidance then I seek
To know the Son of Man,
The One who died for me,
And as in Him I rest,

I know there is allotted me
A portion with the blest.

Whilst here my pilgrim path
With patient toil I tread,

I see in vision granted me
The heavenly table spread,
Where patriarchs of old
And saints who live today,

Shall meet in holy fellowship
\ And know not earth's decay.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frame.
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OUR REFUGE

Tune: Aurelia

Come, dwell within the refuge
Of Christ's eternal love,

Whose precious blood redeemed us
For perfect bliss above.

Most blessed are the people
Who know the joyful sound,

Who walk within the sunshine
Where grace and peace abound.

Our hearts now thrill with gladness,
For Christ has set us free,

Our conscience has been quickened
To life and liberty.

The Spirit gives us witness
That contrite ones are saved,

And that our name of sonship
Is on Christ's palms engraved.

From that fair world above us
Our life derives its bent,

And there we seek our treasure,
And there our love is sent.

We know that through God's mercy
We may have here and now

The hall-mark of the angels,
Heaven's lustre on our brow.

And thus we wait in patience
For that glad, holy day

When God will call His children
To live with Him for aye.

We then shall have the vision
Of Jesus face to face,

And be in His pure heaven
A sinner saved by grace.

T. Pittaway.

,
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COME, YE CHILDREN

Tune: Helmsley

Come, ye children of the Saviour,
Praise the Rock whence ye are hewn,

Sing unto the God of Jacob,
Let your spirit be in tune;

He has saved you,
Praise Him for salvation's boon.

We have now been re-created
By our Saviour's pardoning grace;

He upon the Cross has SUffered,
Dying in the sinner's place.

We will praise Him,
We are safe in His embrace,

In the way of Christ's commandments
Every day we now will run

Till our earthly strife is ended
And in Heaven the crown is won,

Then for ever
We shall praise what Christ has done.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frame.

THE FAITHFlJL

Tune: St. Bees

Who is willing now to stand
Listening to their Lord's command,
Stemming still the mighty tide
Of the throng who Christ deride?

Who will cleave when all forsake
And their cross for Jesus take?
Who their Lord and King will own
Where to-day He stands alone?

Such will know beneath the cross
Jesu's love surmounts all loss;
Rest, refreshment there they find
When they face a world unkind.
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THE LOVE THAT PASSES KNOWLEDGE

The love of Christ which passeth knowledge.-Ephesians 3: 19 •

The love that loved us in Eternity
In bounds of Time has never let us go~

From Him Who was content for us to die
A love Divine to us will ceaseless flow.
The passage of our days will ever show
How like a sunlit ocean is this love
Whose depth and breadth our mind can never know.
Upon us broods the Spirit as a dove,
Drawing our wandering souls from earth to God above.

They who have the Saviour's love
Know their life is raised above
All the tumults of this earth
By His grace of untold worth.

In the cloudy, stormy days
They will lift their voice in praise,
For a refuge they have found
Where the springs of grace abound.

Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frame.
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T. Pittaway.
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Rookwood, Styles Hill, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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