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EDlTORIAL

There are Christians who are dogged by a feeling of guilt. It is
often linked with one particular sin in the past which to them marked
a disastrous spiritual lapse. It may have been years ago that the
failure occurred. It may be that they have long since confessed and
received forgiveness. And yet there are still tirnes when the past
looms afresh in their mind and suddenly the assurance of pardon
becomes faint. Perhaps it comes at a time of discouragement when
spirits are low, and there is a tendency to succumb to depression.
It may come at a time of spiritual failure so that the present weak-
ness is magnified by the recollection of the past. Possibly it is in the
midst of some enterprise for God that the past sin comes to mind,
and the present service seems all at once to be an act of hypocrisy.

Clearly this state of affairs produces a most unhappy experience;
and indeed at times it not only robs the Christian of the joy which
is his birthright but almost paralyses him spiritually. Prayer be-
comes a constant round of morbid self-examination. Fellowship
with other Christians is spoiled for he can only compare his own
known sinfulness with what he imagines to be the superior holiness
of his friends. Clearly he is in a condition which needs a healing
word from God.

Now the first step he must take is to recognise the hand of the
devil. It is of course easy to see the devil at work when he
prompts the flesh, or when he presents to us the attractions of the
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world. It is not so easy to detect his strategy when he is using
doubt as one of his powerful weapons. It is true that every lapse
into sin is a victory for Satan; but how much greater his triumph
if he uses our failure to make us doubt the promises of God which
speak of forgiveness. How overwhelming is his victory if he succeeds
in making us doubt our very standing in Cod's sight, even though
in the past we had a rich assurance of our justification.

How then are we to meet these accusations of the devil as he
calls past sin to remembrance? He is well named "the accuser of
the.brethren" but there is no need to submit to his accusations. We
have not one answer, but many. We lave the promises of God's
word which are the inheritance of God's people. Because we are
the people of the covenant, the God of the covenant who speaks
these promises backs them with His own character.

Now what do these promises say to just such a situation as this?
Surely they speak of the width of God's forgiveness. God does not
select the sins He will forgive-"He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (John l: 2).
These promises speak not only of pardon and restoration to favour
but of cleansing. He both forgives and He also cleanses us com-
pletely. Nor is this cleansing a temporary erasing of a stain, for
each time the devil tries to recall the sin of the past we hear God
saying "I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy trans-sressions and
as a cloud thy sins" (Isaiah 44:22). "As far as the east is from
the west so far hath he removed our transgressions from us"
(Psa lm 103:12) .

But it is precisely at this point that we taste defeat. We know
these promises and many more. We believe them for they are
there in the Word of God. But we find we cannot lay hold on them
for ourselves. They are in our heads but they do not burn in
our hearts as God's word to us. What then are we to do? Surely we
must think back to the beginning of the Christian life and ask
where faith comes from? Was it a special effort on our part that
we first trusted in Christ? Of course not! Saving faith is the gift
of God. But is this not still true? The faith by which the Christian
receives God's Word is still and always rvill be a gift. So it is not
a case of making a new effort to apply these promises. It is rather
a question of crying to God that He will ,erant us by the rvorking
of the Spirit the faith to lay hold on the promises and to apply
them to ourselves. It is the cry of the man in the gospel, "Lord

I believe, help'thou mine unbelief".
It was after penning some of the Psalms which have brought

blessing to innumerable believers that David sinned so grievously.

*

I
I
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It was after his great confession at Caesarea Philippi that Simon
peter denied thelord. But in neither case did they dwell on the
past and wallow helplessly in the shame of failure' They came in

iepentance, and having found forgiveness they set their face to

thi future. If you are beset by some failure of the past go and
read Psalm 51 and see David looking forward to such a complete
restoration that he will teach transgressors God's ways. Go and
look at Peter preaching on the day of Pentecost rvith his eyes on the
tasks to,which he is now committed. And when Satan comes to

accuse you, fling his charges in his face. Tell him Jesus has died'
Take the sword-of God's word and let every promise be a sword
thrust to thwart the enemy 

1d 
to repel him.

I-et me press upon you, bretlven, that the swfJering and exalted

chrisi is to be the object of our habitual contemplation. Nothing

great reveals itself to a hasty glance. No great book can be read by

inatches. No great picture can be understood or felt by the man wh.o

runs tlroughi gallery and looks at a hundred in half an hour' The

secrets of-no fair landscape will impart themselves to the ltasty

tripper who casts a lack-Iustre gaze for a minute over it" " ' St

down ancl let loveliness soak into you if you wattt to understand the

f airest scenes of Nature. sit dow,n in f ront of Jesus christ and take'your 
time, and Qs you look you will learn that which no hasty

glance, no couple of minutes in the morning before you S? to work'

no stilt *ore ibbr"riatecl attd drowsy monlents at night before you

go to sleep, v,ill ever ret'eal to you. Y ttu must " suntmer and winter"

with Him.-tLExANDER MACLAREN.

"Ttte Inrd resus is altogether lovely, and a thousand tintes more

tlnn I can express. . . . . Was your heart once fixed w'ith His love'
you'd finti it stronger than death; you'd wish for a thousand tongues
io speak for Hint, and a thousand lives to lay down {or Him; your

feet woul'cl be (like hart's feet) swift to run after Him; you'd count'all 
things but durtg and dross in comparison of FIim, you'd gladly

spenr) ittd be speni for Hint, and not count even your life dear unlo
yoursetf , so ttrut you might fiy*ri#:;,##^#,:i3J* ", ,roo.

- ' J , , - .
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WILLIAM PERKINS
by

CHARLES WALKER

Few, if any, of "the Early English puritans, wielded such a
powerful influence on seventeenth century thinking as william
Perkins. His preaching attracted large crowds of af classes. His
books were translated into Latin, French, Dutch, Spanish, Welsh
and Irish. As a theologian, he was quoted throughout the seven-
E.-nth century with almost as much i'requency ancl deference as
calvin. John Preston, Richard Sibbes, wiliiam Ames, John cotton.
William Gouge, Thomas Goodwin-these are just a few of the
great men who came under his speii ancl who in turn wielded
immense influence for good both ln this country and America.
And yet the name of William perkins is almost torgotten in the
evangelical world. This is all the more surprising when we find
that his life and work have been considereil by-n.,,.r-evangelical
writers as being of great interest and importance. Two Amirican
historians, Perry Miller and L. B. Wright, have made a special
study of his works. William Haller makes frequent refeience
to his work and influence in "The Rise of puriranism", ancl
christopher Hill devotes a chapter in "puritanisnr ancl Revolution"
to the influence of Perkins' thought on the social history of the
seventeenth century.

, Unfortunately, in spite of all this study, little more light has been
thrown on the details of Perkins' life. A short bio_eraphy was
written in 1662 by Thomas Fuller and another, with sonre aiditionat
material, was written a few years later by Sanruel Clarke. lt is to
Perkins' own works, however, that we must turn to finct out what
kind of man he was' 

srrrDENT LrFE L

He was born in Warwickshire in 1558. At the age of nincreen
he matriculated as a pensioner of Christ's College, Cinrbridgc,. and
studied there under Laurence Chaderton. Chaderton *ur u n,,xl"rute
Puritan. He would not join in the denunciation of bishops, but
refused the oiler of a bishopric himself. He had been a Roman
Catholic but had been converted to the Protestant and puritan
position shortly after becoming a student at Christ's College. Forty
or fifty Puritan ministers traced their conversion to Chaderton, but
his influence on Perkins was not immediately felt. In the early

drsfl!;.
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stages of his career as a student, Perkins acquired some notoriety
for drunkenness, profanity and reckless living. The direction his
life was taking was brought home to him when he overheard in the
street a mother telling her child to be quiet or she would give him
"to drunken Perkins yonder".* This incident was the means of his
conversion.

. 'POPULAR" 
PREACHER

In i584 he graduated and shortly afterwards became a Fellow
of Christ's Cole,qe, Cambridge. Ii was about this time that he
began to preach and he soon became known as a preacher of
unusual power and ability. His sermons were suitable to any
audience. He started by preaching to prisoners. He was appointed
lecturer to Great St. Andrews and drew crowds not only from the
University but from the town. His reputation as a theologian also
grew quickly. The controversy with the High Anglicans engaged
much of his attention and it was not long before some of his more
incautious utterances, especially about the practice of kneeling at
communion, got him into hot water. He was brought before the
Vice-Chancellor of the University to explain himself. This incident
taught him to be more guarded and judicious in his public utterances.

LITERARY WORKS

From 1590 onwards practical, doctrinal and controversial books
began to flow from his pen. The most famous was "A Golden
Chain" which, in a period of just over twenty years, ran into at
least twelve and possibly fifteen editions. One of his most important
controversial works was "Reformed Catholike", published in 1597.
The purpose of this work was to investigate the essential differences
between Protestantism and Catholicisn-r, and to find out exactly
where the line lay beyond which it would be irnpossible for a
Reformed Church to rnake concessions. The book was greatly
admired by the Puritans. It also had the virtue of keeping the other
side busy. Williarn Bishop, a gradua{.e of Oxford, rvho had gone
over to the Roman faith and became the bishop of Chalcedon, said
that he "had not seene any book of like quantity [sic1, published
by a Protestant, to contain either more matter or delivered in
better method". This did not stop him from attacking it, horvever,

* Haller is sceptical about this story, referring to it as the "customary legend
of wickedness beforc conversion". George Bernard Shaw might with some
justification ridicule this kind of 

"pious fraud" among the Salvation Army
convcrts at the beginning of this centu-ry. But no kind of fraud was"pious" 

to the Puritans. Their biographies may be uncritical and sometirnes
naive, but it would run counter to their entire thinkins to try to achieve
a cheap dramatic effect in this way.

I

il
I
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and he seems to have spent a good part of the twelve years after
Perkins' death in writing three books in reply to it.

Perkins remained in Cambridge all his life. Although he resigned
his Fellowship at Christ's Cofege on his marriagJ in 15941 he
maintained himself by preaching and writing books. Throughout
his preaching career he was frequently underlriticism, particilarly
from the High Anglican party, but he does not seem to have ever
been in any real danger of being silenced. In the last few years of
his life he suffered a great deal from stone. He died -in 1602 at the
age of forty-four.

THE ART OF PREACHING
Perkins'great influence undoubtedly arose from the fact that he

was a great preacher. He could always attract an audience and
could always make his hearers understand what he had to say.
He was also unusually successful in getting them to submit to what
he said. It is small wonder then, that when he committed himself
to print on the subject of preaching, his fellow-pastors and students
should be ready to take his advice. He published two works on rhe
subject: "Treatise on the Duties and Dignitie of the Ministrie"
and "Art of Prophesying". It is in these works that we find the
key to Perkins' remarkable success. Preaching to him was a serious
matter, and he always had an eye to the practical elTect. He never
gave a performance. He never preached in a vacuum. He was
acutely conscious of the fact that he was pleaching to real people
with real personal needs. He was sure that the message he had to
deliver was calculated to meet these needs, but he knew that it
could be of no benefit at all unless it rvas properly understood.
The problem of communication was not discovered for the first time
in the twentieth century. Perkins recognised the problem and arrived
at certain conclusions. Here are some of them: -
l. The congregation must be left in no doubt about the authority

of the message. The sermon, therefore, should consist of the
exposition of a portion of scripture in its context. It ivas only
when this was done, and the :inferences fairly drawn from the
text, that it became evidence to all that what was being preached
was the Word of God.

2. The congregation must not be left merely with a clever piece of
exegesis. It was Perkins who brought into popularity the
familiar Puritan practice of devoting a large part of each sennon
to what they called the "uses" of the text-the practical appli-
cation.

3. The preacher should use great piainness of speech. "Except ye
utter by the tongue words easy to be understood", wrote Perkins,
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"how shall it be known what is spoken". This, of course, is an

obvious point, but really great men are never ashamed to spend

time in facing up to the implications of the obvious. Perkins

applied every faculty of his mind in preparing and delivering a

sermon. His aim was to interest, to enlighten the mind, to speak

to the conscience, and these are not things which can be done

easily. Plainness of speech was not synonymous with dullne.ss.

His sermons were lively and attractive. They had popular

appeal. Nor did this plainness mean that they were lacking in

intellectual content. He was as much revered by gown as town.

4. Perkins was adamant about avoiding distracting influences in

the pulpit. By this he meant anything that would take the

attention of the people from the message to the preacher.

Sermons must be "fit both for the people's understanding, and

to express the Majestie of the Spirit". While the preacher must

be rvell read in the arts and philosophy, "humane wisdome must

be concealed", his art being the kind that conceals art. Thomas

Watson, one of the later Puritans, would have come under

Perkins' lash for his addiction to "Creek and Latine phrases and
quirkes". This sort of thing, according to Perkins, made it

difficult for the congregation to "fit those things which went

afore with those that follow". Ministers were not to display

their learning by preaching 'poeticall fictions, Thalmudical

dreams, Schoolmens quiddities, Popish decrees, or humane con-

stitutions, or to tickle the itching ears of his auditorie rvith the

fine ringing sentences of the Fathers'. Ferkins would never

have subscribed to the idea that preachers should develop a
"personality" to attract the crowds, and use this as the sugar-

coating 1o induce the people to swallow the Gospel pill' This

meanJof attracting people rvould have seemed to Perkins to be

a clistraction. Nothing, in his view, rvas to coine between the

people and the Word of God.
..JUSTIFICATION 

BY SUCCESS''

Perkins has been severely castigated by Christopher Hill in
"Puritanism and Revolution" for systematising and popularising

the doctrines of "justification by success". England, in Perkins'

time, was in the throes of an industrial revolution. There was a

massive unemployment problem. Owners of great estates had re-

duced the numbers of their retainers and hordes of men and women,

who had been evicted frorn their homes and for whom no land

work was available, roamed the countryside in bands. Many of

them refused to engage in the less attractive work to be found in

the towns, preferring to make their living by begging. Perkins was

t

,I
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artxious that help should be given to the impotent poor, but thought
that it rvould-be mispraced charity to give ur-, to'"stuidy" begg"ars
who could obtain work. It was his iontention, eraborated ri""e
Treatise of the Vocation, or Calling of men,' that every man and
woman should have some "personall and particular calring to walk
in". Rogues,. beggars and vagabonds, foi the most parf were in
breach of their duty to follow a calling. Those who roamed about
the country and did not attach themselves to a settlecl congregation
were, while they remained in that condition, unlikely to re-ceiie the
saving benefits of the Gospel. But it was not only the vagrants, the
unsuccessful, that Perkins accused of being in sin becauie of their
lack of a lawful calling. He classed with 

-them 
monks ancl friars,

who did well out of the mendicant life, and those of the gentry rvho"spend their daies in eating and drinking". Hill argries that in
condemning these classes and extolring thJ virtues of industry and
thrift, Perkins helped the bourgeois, the new capitalists. to maintain
a clear conscience while they indulged themselves in the sin of
avarice.

GODLINESS AND PROSPERITY

If their consciences were clear, it was not because of any indul_
gences issued by Perkins. 'He taught, in opposition to midiaeval
catholicism, that poverty is not a virtue, that men should be '.dili-
gent in business", that wise provision for the future is not incon_
sistent with the injunction not to be anxious for the morrow. In
the same breath, however, Perkins denounces avarice, cheating,
usury. Hill suspects that many good bour.geois members of his
congregation would take heed of what perkins had to sav in
justification of acquiring wealth, and ignore his denunciation of
avarice and sharp practice. Perhaps they did. But it is not a valid
criticism of Perkins'teaching to say that unfortunate results rvould
f.9l-low if certain integral parts of it were ignored. perkins certainly
did not preach "justification by success". But in a bour_aeois society,
those who followed the New Testament pattern of bein_c diligent in
business and of maintaining a modest siandard of liviie r+.Jre the
ones most likely to acquire wealth. christopher Hill thiirks rhat if
godliness tends to promote prosperity, "it is al'rost irresistible to
argue backwards from prosperity to godliness". perkins did not
find this argument irresistible at all. It was not a deduction which
he made' 

vrEws oN sEcEssroN
Perkins' theology was Calvinistic and puritan. Theology to him

was "the science of living blessedly for ever", and his serions and

.,"8
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writings dealt mainly with the great themes of the Faith. On smaller
subjects, such as subscriptions, he was, according to Fuller, reluctant
to commit himself to an opinion. He was not among the most
radical of his contemporaries, ernd considered that "those that make
a separation from our Church because of corruptions in it, are far
from the spirit of Christ and His apostles". There is, however, no
reason to think that he would have continued to hold this view
if he had lived to see 1662-or for that matter 1964.

THE GREEN AT HAY

It was 22nd October,1740. An unruly crowd was gathered on the
green outside the town wall at Hay, near Brecon. The object of their
jeers was a man in his late thirties, totally blind. But jeers were
nothing new to him. Not long before, mobs had set on him and a
companion at Newport. At Caerleon they had been pelted with
dung and dirt, rotten eggs and stones-it was there that a missile
had blinded him and he had had to be led on by hand. And at
Monmouth it had been the same story: mobs attacking them with
apples, pears, stones and even a dead dog. The blind man had
feared the fury, but had faced it. "Better endure this than hell", he
had remarked to his companion. But now, at Hay, he faced mobs
for the last time. A savage blow from a man in the crowd felied
him to the ground, and though he just managed to beg his friends not
to take action against his assailant, he died not long afterwards.

William Seward was the first man to be killed by mob violence in
the l8th century Revival in Britain. A friend of Whitefield's, he had
travelled with him in America and after his return had been on a
preaching tour with the great "apostle of Wales", Howell Harris.
By all accounts Seward was not a man of outstandin-e ability, nor
always wise. But his story is a powerful reminder that in days when
God revives and quickens His people, His work is not confined only
to His most eminent servants. Through them, and by their preach-
ing, a fire is kindled in the hearts of countless men and women which
blazes, unchecked by every attempt at opposition, across towns,
districts---even a nation. And is there not a message for us today in
the lives of these people, not ali famous in their own day or remem-
bered in this, who lived and laboured and suffered with joy for the
gospel of Christ's sake?
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SERMON
THE GREAT ASSIZE

by
C. H. SPURGEON

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad".-2 Cor. 5: 10.

This morning we preached concerning the resurrection of the
dead, and it seems consistent with order to carry forward our
thoughts this evening, to that which follows immediately after the
resurrection, namely, the general judgment; for the dead rise on
purpose that they may be jud-red in their bodies. The Resurrecrion
is the immediate prelude to the Judgment. There is no need rhat
I try to prove to you from Scripture that there will be a general
judgment, for the Word of God abounds with proof-passages.
You have them in the Old Testarnent. You find David anticipalins
that great assize in the Psalms (especially in such as the 49th, and
50th, the 96th and the three that follow it), for most assuredlv rhe
Lord cometh: He cometh to judge the earth in riehteousness. Very
solemnly and very tenderly does Solomon in the Ecciesiastes warn
the young man, that, let him rejoice as he may and cheer his heart
in the days of his youth, for all these things God will bring him into
judgment; fol God will judge every secret thing. Daniel in the
night visions beholds the Son of Man comin_u with the clouds of
heaven, and drawing near to the Ancient of Days; then he sits upon
the throne of judgment and the nations are _eathered before him. It
was no new doctrine to the Jews; it was received and accepted by
them as a most certain fact that there would be a way in which God
would judge the world in righteousness. The New Testament is very
express. The 25th of Matthew, which we read to you just now,
contains language, which could not possibly be more clear and
definite, from the lips of the Saviour himself. He is the faithful
witness and cannot lie. You are told that before him will be
gathered all nations, and he shall divide them the one from the
other, as the shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. Other
passages there are in abundance, as for instance, the one that is now
before us, which is plain enough. Another we might quote is in the
2nd epistle to the Thessalonians, the lst chapter, from the 7th to the
l0th verse. Let us read it:

ifl
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"And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus

shall be ,.u*1.,1 from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire

taking vengeance on them that know not God and that obey not the

gospe'l of Jur Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished-with ever-

iasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the

glory"of his power; when he siall come to be glorified in his saints'

inrt'to be aclmired in all them that believe (because our testimony

among you was believed) in that day". The book of the Revelation

is ver! graphic in its depicting that last general judgment'^Turn to

the 2Otichapter, at the llth and l2th verses. The seer of Patmos

says, "And i ru* u great white throne, and him that sat on it' from

*trot" face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was founc

no place for them. And I saw the deacl, small and great' stand

before God; and the books were opened and another book was

opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged ou] 9f
those tLings which were written in the books, according to their

works". T:ime would fail me to refer you to all the Scriptures. It is

asserted over and over again by the Holy Spirit, whose word is truth'

that there will be a judgment of the quick and of the dead' 1 Peter

4:5, Acts 10:42, etc.
Beside that direct testimony, it should be remembered that there

is a convincing argument tirat so it must needs be, from the very fact

that God is just as 1he Ruler over men. In all human governments

there must be an assize held. Government cannot be conducted

*ithout its days of session and of trial, and inasmuch as there is

evidently sin and evil in this world, it might fairly be anticipated th.et

there would be a time when God will go on circuit, and when he

will call the prisoners before Him, and the guiity shall receive their

conclemnati&. Judge for yourselves; is this present state the con-

clusion of all thingsi If so, what eviclence would you adduce oflhe

divine justice, in the teeth of the fact that the best of men are often

in this world the poorest and most afflicted, whilst the worst of

men acquire wealth, practise oppression, and receive homage from

thecrowd?Whoare they tha t r ide in theh ighp lacesof theear th?
Are they not those, great transgressors, who "wade through slaughter

to a thione and shut the gates of mercy on mankind?" Where are

the servants of God? They are in obscurity and sufiering full often'

oo t t ' "vno ts i t l i keJobamongthe-ashes ,sub jec tso f l i t t le l i t y ,
oU;."tttt much upbraiding? And whereare the enemies of God?

Do not many of ihe- *ear purple and fine linen and fare sump-

tuou'tyeveryday?If therebenohereafter, thenDiveshasthebest
oi ii; unO tire seinsir man who fears not God, is after all the wisest

of men and more to be commended than his fellows. But it cannot
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5r

3 be so. Our common.s.ense revolts against the thought. There mustbe another state in which these anom-alies will all be'rectified. 
-.ii-rn

this firf- only we have hope in Christ, *" ur" of all men the rnosrmiserable", says the aporile. The best oi -"n were driven to theworst of straits in those persecuti'g times for being coo,r *ruurrir.How say ye then, ..Finis coronat o"pus',, the end crowns the work?That cannot be the final issue of rife^, or justice itself were trurtrui.o.There must be a 'estitution for those"who sufler unjustry, 
-["r.

must be a punishment for the wicked and the oppr.rroi. 
J r "--1

,"..):j^:"lt 
may this be. affirmed from a g.n.rui sense of justice,

our rnere rs rn the conscience of rnost men, if not ali, an asient tothis fact. As an old puritan says, ..God holds a p.ity ,.rrion inevery man's conscience, which is the earnest of the assize which hewill hold by. and by; for almost all men juclge themselves, and tileirconscience knows this to be wrong, anA t-trat to be rijni. I ;;y'almost all', for there seems to be ii this generation a race of menwho have so srultified their conscience tfrat the spaik ;tp;;-;"have gone out, and they put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.The -lie they seem to apprbve, but the truth they do not ,;;._*i;..
But let conscience alone-and do not stultify her, and you ,r,uti nooher bearing witness that there is a Judge oi all the "u.ttt turio *u*
9gjig-ht". Now this is pecuriarly the caie when conscience is allowedfull play. Men who are busy about their work or entertainJ-wiir,
their pleasures, often keep their consciences quiet. As lorrn nunyun
lfj:,l,,they 

shut up Mr..Conscience; they blind fri, *inao*s; iirev
-Darflcacre hrs doors; and- as for the great bell on the top of thb
l:y.r": 

*,|-r,..n, the old gentleman was w6nt to ring, tn"y .ui tf," ,op"or rr' so that he cannot get at it, for they do not wish him to distuib
the town of Mansoul. But when death comes, it often trappe.rs thaiMr. Consc-ience_ escapes from his prison-house, and then, I warranryou, he will make such a din that there is not a sleeping heaA in aitMansoul. He will cry out and avenge himself for his"constraineo
slrence, and make the man know that there is a something within
him not quite dead, which cries out still for justice, unA inut .incannot go unchastised,. There must be a judgment tt.n. S"riptuie
asserts it, that would be enough; but by way-of coilateral euidence
the natural order of things requires iu and ionscience attests it.

Now we come to consider what our text says about the ruogment.
I pray you, brerhren,-if. I should speak coldly tooiglit o?-ifri,
momentous truth, or Jail to excite your attention uni rti. youi
deepest emotions, forgive me, and may God forgive .., fo, i ifrufinave goocl reason to ask God's forgiveness, seeing that if ever a
topic should arouse the preacher ti a zear for thJ honour oi rri,
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Lord and for the welfare of his fellow creatures, and so make him
doubly in earnest, it is this. But, then, permit me to say that, if ever
there was a theme quite independent of the speaker, which on its
own account alone should command your thoughtfulness. it is that
which I now bring before you. I feel no nee.*d of oratory or of
speech well selected: the bare mention of the fact that such a
judgment is impending, and will ere long occur, might well holcl you
in breathless silence, still the very throbbings of your pulse, and
choke the utterance of my lips. The certainty of it, the reality of it,
the terrors that accompany it, the impossibility of escaping it, all
appeal to us now and demand our vigilance.

lvuo wrLL nr ruocro?
l. Ask ye now, who is it, or who are they that will have to

appear before the throne of judgment? The answer is plain; it
admits of no exemption: "We must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ". This is very decisive, if there were no other text.
We must all appear; that is to say, every one of the human race.
We must all appear. And that the godly will not be exempted from
this appearance is very clear, for the apostle here is speaking to
Christians. He says, "We walk by faith, not by sight. We are
confident. We labour" and so on; and then he puts it, "We must
all appear". So that, beyond all others, it is certain that all Christians
must appear there. The text is quite conclusive upon that point.
And if we had not that text, we have the passage in Matthew, which
we have read, in which the sheep are summoned there as certainly
as are the goats; and thl; passage in the Revelation, where all the
dead are judged according to the things which are written in the
books. They are all there. And if the objection should be raised,"We thought that the sins of the righteous being pardoned and for
ever blotted out, they could never come into judgment", vre have
only to remind you, beloved, that if they are so pardoned and
blotted out, as they undoubtedly are, the righteous have no
reason 1o fear coming into judgment. They are the persons who
covet the judgment, and will be able to stand there to receive a
public acquittal from the mouth of the great Judge. Who among us,
wishes as it were, to be smuggled into heaven unlawfully? Who
desires to have it said by the damned in hell, "You were never tried,
or else you might have been condemned as we are". No, brethren,
we have a hope that we can stand the trial. The way of righteous-
ness by Jesus Christ enables us to submit ourselves to the most
tremendous tests which even that burning day can bring forth. We
are not afraid to be put into the balances. We even desire that day
when our faith in Jesus Christ is strong and firm; for we say, "Who
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is he that condemneth?" We can challenge the day of judgrnent.
Who is he that shall lay anything to our charge in that day, or at
any other, since Christ hath died and hath risen again? It is needful
that the righteous should be there that there may not be any
partiality in the matter whatever; that the thing may be all clear and
straight, and that the rewards of the righteous may be seen to be,
though of grace, yet without any violation of the most rigorous
justice.

Dear brethren, what a day it will be for the righteous! For some
of them were-perhaps some here present are-lying under some
very terrible accusation of which they are perfectly guiltless. All
will be cieared up then, and that will be one great blessing of that
day. There will be a resurrection of reputations as well as of bodies.
Men call the righteous, fools; then shall they shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. They hounded them to death, as not
being fit to live. In early ages they laid to the Christians charges of
the most terrible character, which I should count it shame to men-
tion. But then they will all be cleart and those of whom the world was
not worthy, who were driven and hunted about and made to dwell
in the caves of the earth, they shall come forth as worthy ones, and
the world shall knorv her true aristocracy, earth shall own her true
nobility. The men whose names she cast out as evil, shall then be
held in great repute, for they shall stand out clear and transparent
without spot or blernish. It is well that there should be a trial for the
righteous, for the clearing of them, the vindication of them and that
it should be public, defying the cavil and criticism of all mankind.

"We must all appear". What a vast assembly, what a prodigious
gathering, that of the entire human race! It struck me as I was
meditating upon this subject, what would be the thoughts of Father
Adarn as he stood there with Mother Eve and looked upon his
offspring? It will be the first time in which he has ever had the
opportunity of seeing all his children met together. What a sight
will he then behold-far stretching. covering all the globe which
they inhabit, enough not only to people all earth's plains, but crown
her hill-tops, and cover even the lvays of the sea, so numberless must
the human race have been, if all the generations that have ever lived,
or shall ever live, shall at once rise from the dead. Oh what a sight
wili that be! Is ii too rnarvellous for our imagination to picture?
Yet it is quite certain that the assemblage will be mustered, and the
spectacle will be held.

Every one from before the Flood, fron the days of the Patriarchs,
from the times of David, from the Babylonian kingdom, all the
legions of Assyria, all the hosts of Persia, all the phalanx of the
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Greeks, all the vast armies and legions of Rome, the barbarian, the
Scythian, the bond, the free, men of every colour and of every
tongue-they shall all stand in that great day before the Judgment
Seat of Christ. There come the kings-no greater than the men they
call their slaves. There come the princes-but they have doffed their
coronets, for they must stand like common flesh and blood. Here
come the judges, to be judged themselves, and the advocates and
barristers, needing an advocate on their own account. Here come
those that thought themselves too good, and kept the street to
themselves. There are the Pharisees, hustled by the Publicans on
either side and sunk down to the natural level with them. Mark the
peasants rising from the soil; see the teeming myriads from outside
the great cities streaming in, countless hosts such as no Alexander
or Napoieon ever beheldl

See how the servant is as great as his master! "Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity" are now proclaimed. No kings, no princes, no nobles
can shelter themselves behind their order, assert a privilege or claim
an imrnunity. Alike on one common level they stand together, to be
tried before the last tremendous tribunal. There shall come the
wicked of every sort. Proud Pharaoh shall be there; Sennacherib,
the haughty; Herod, that would have slain the young child; Judas'
that betrayed his master; Demas, that sold him for gold; and Pilate'
who would fain have washed his hands in innocency. There shall
come the long list of infallibles, the whole line of Popes, to receive
their damnation at the Almighty's hands, and the priests that trod
upon the necks of nations, and the tyrants that used the priests as
their tools-they shall come to receive the thunderbolts of God
which they so richly deserve. Oh, what a. scene it will be! These
little companies, which look to us so large when they are gathered
together beneath this roof, how do thev shrink into the drop of a
bucket as compared with the ocean of life that shall swell around
the throne at the last great Judgment day. They shall all be there.

Now, the most important thought connected with this to me, is
that I shall be there; to you young men, that you will be there; to
you, ye aged of every sort, that you, in propria personae-each one
shall be there. Are you rich? Your dainty dress shall be put off.
Are you poor? Your rags shall not exempt you from attendance
at that court. None shall say-"I am too obscure"' You musl
come up from that hiding place. None shall say "I am too public"
You must come dorvn from that pedestal. Everyone must be there.
Note the word "we", "We must all appear".

And still further, note the word "appear". "We must all appear".
No disguise will be possible. You cannot come there dressed in
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masquerade of profession or attired in robes of state. but we must
all appear; we must be seen through, must be displayed, must be
revealed, off will come your garments, and your spirit will be judged
{- Co,O, not after appearance but according to the inward heirt.
Oh, what a day that will be when every man shall see himself, and
every utan shall see his fellow, and the eyes of angels and the eyes
of devils, and the eyes of God upon the throne, shill see us through
and through. Let these thoughts dwell upon your minds, while you
take this for the answer to our first enquiry, who is to be judged?

WHO WILL BE lHE rUOCr?

--2. Our-second question is, Who will be the Judge? ..We must
all appear before the judgment seat of christ". That christ should
be.appointed iudge of all mankind is most proper and fitting. Our
British law ordains that a man shall be tried byhis peers, ani there
is justice in that statute. Now the Lord God will ludge men, but
at the same time it will be in the person of Jesus crrrist the man.
Men shall be judged by a man. He that was once judged by men
shall judge men. Jesus knows what man should b"; fr-" hai been
under the law himself in deep humility, who is ordained to admin-
ister the law in high authority. He can holcl the scales of iustice
evenly, for he has stood in man's place and borne and braved man.s
temptations; he therefore is the most fit judge that could be selected.
I have sometimes heard and read sermons in which the preacher
said that a Christian ought to rejoice that his judge is hii friend.
There may be no impropriety intended, still it seemi to me rather a
questionable suggestion. I should not like to put it in that way
myself; because any judge that was partial to his friends when he sat
on the judgment seat would deserve to come off the seat immediately.

As a judge I expect no favouritism from Christ. I expect when
he sits there he will deal out even-handed justice to all. I cannot
see how it is right for any rninister to hold it forth that we should
find encouragement in the judge being our friend. Friencl or no
friend, we shall go in for a fair trial every one of us, and Christ will
not be a respecter of persons. Of him whom God has appointed to
judge the world, it shall not be said when the assize is over that he
winked at the crimes of some and extenuated them, while he
searched out the faults of others and convicted them. He will be fair
and upright throughout. He is our friend, I grant you, and he will
be our friend and Saviour for ever; but as a judge, we must keep to
the thought, and believe and maintain that he will be impartial to
all the sons of men. You will have a fair trial, man. IIe that rvill
judge you will not take sides against you. We have sometimes
thought that men have been shielded from the punishment they
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deserved, because they were of a certain clerical profession, or
because they occupied a certain official position.

A poor labourer who kills his wife shall be hanged, but when
another man of superior station does the like deed of violence, and
stains his hands with the blood of her whom he had vowed to love
and cherish, the capital sentence shail not be executed upon him.
Everywhere we see in the world that with the best intentions justice
somehow or other does squint a little. Even in this country there is
just the slightest possible turning of the scale, and God grant that
may be cured ere long. I do not think it is intentional; and I hope
the nation will not long have to cornplain about it. There ought to
be the same justice for the poorest beggar that crawls into a Casual
ward as for his lordship that owns the broadest acres in all England.
Before the law, at leasi, all men ought to stand equal. So shail it be
with the Judge of all the earth. Fiat justitia, ruat coelum. Christ will
by all means hold the scales even. Thou shalt have a fair trial and a
full trial, too. There shall be no concealment of anything in thy
favour, and no keeping back of anything against thee. No witnesses
shall be borne across the sea to keep them out of the way. They
shall all be there, and all testimony shall be there, and all that is
wanted to condemn or to acquit shall be produced in full court at
that trial, and hence it will be a final trial. From that courr there will
be no appeal. If Christ saith "Cursed! " cursed must they be for
ever. If Christ saith "Blessed" blessed shall they be for aye. Well,
this is what we have to expect then, to stand before the throne of
the man Christ Jesus the Son of God, and there to be judged.

HOW SHALL WE BE TUOCEO?

3. Now the third point is, what will be the rule of judgment?
The text says that every one may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
Then it would appear that our actions will be taken in evidence
at the last. Not our profession, not our boastings, but our actions
will be taken in evidence at the last, and every man shall receive
according to what he hath done in the body. That implies that
everything done by us in this body will be known. It is all re-
corded; it will be all brought to light. Hence, in that day every
secret sin will be published. What was done in the chamber,
what was hidden by the darkness, shall be published as upon the
housetop-every secret thing. With great care you have concealed
it, most dexterously you have covered it up; but it shall be brought
out to your own astonishment to form a part of your judgment.
There, hypocritical actions as well as secret sins will be laid bare.
The Pharisee who devoured the widow's house and made a lons
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prayer, will find that widow's house brought against him and the
long prayer too, for the long prayer wilf then be understood as
having been a long lie against God from beginning to end. Oh.
how fine we can make some things look with the aiil of paint and
varnish and gilt; but at the last day off wili come the veneer and
the varnish, and the true metal, the real substance, will the' be seen.

When it is said that everything that is done in the bocly will be
brought up as evidence against us or for us, rernember this inclucles
every omission as well as every commission; for that which is not
done that ought to have been done is as greatly sinful as the doing
of that which ought not to have been done. Did you notice whei
we were reading the 25th chapter of Matthew, how those on the
left hand were condemned, not for what they dicl, but for what
they did not do: "I was an hungred and ye gave me no meat:
I was thirsty and ye _qave me no drink". Where would some of
you stand, accordin-e to this rule, who have livecl in neslect of
holiness, and neglect of faith and neglect of repentanc".- before
God all your days? Bethink yourselves, I pray you.

Recollect too that all our words will be brought up. For every
idle word that man shall speak he will have to give an ac.ouni.
And all our thoughts too. for these lie at the bottom of our actions
and give the true colour to them good or bad. Our moiives, our
heart sins, especialtry, our hatred of Christ, our neglect of the
gospel, our unbelief-all of these shall be read aloud and pub-
lished unreservedly. "Well", says one, "who then can be raued?"
Ah! indeed, who then can be saved? Let me tell you who will be.
There will come forward those who have believed in Jesus. and
albeit they have many sins to which they might plead guilty, rhey
will be able to say "Great Gocl, thou didst provide for us a substi-
tute, and thou didst say that if we would accept him he should be
a substitute for us and take our sins upon himself, and we did
accept him and our sins were laid upon him, and we have now
no sins; they have been transferred from us to the great Saviour,
substitute and sacrifice". And in that day there will be none who
can put in a demurrer to that plea; it will hold good for Cod has
said, "Whosoever believeth on Jesus Christ shall never be con-
demnecl". Then will the actions of the righteous, the gracious
actions, be brought forth to prove that they had faith. For that
faith r.vhich never evidences itself by good works is a dead faith
and a faith that will never save a soul.

Now, if the dying thief were brought up, he would say, ,,My
sins were laid on Jesus". "Ay, but how about your good works?
Thou must have some evidence of thy faith", Satan might reply.



G
The Gospel Magazine 403

Then would the recording angel say, "The dying thief said to his
fellow thief who was dying with him, 'Wherefore art thou railing?'
In his last moments he did what he could; he rebuked the thief
that was dying rvith him and made a good confession of his Lord.
There was the evidence of the sincerity of his faith".

Dear hearer, will there be any evidence of the sincerity of your
faith? If your faith has no evidence before the Lord, what wiil
you do? Suppose you thought you had a faith and went on drink-
ing. Suppose you did as I know some have done here, go straight
from this place into the public house? Or suppose you joined the
Christian church and remained a drunkard? ay, and women have
done that as well as men. Suppose you professed to have faith in
Christ and yet cheated in your weights ancl measures and common
dealings? Do you think that God will never require these things
at your hands? Oh, sirs, if ye be no better than other men in your
conduct, ye are no better than other men in your character, ancl
ye will stand no better than other men in the judgment day.

If your actions are not superior to theirs, you may profess what
you will about your faith, but you are deceived, and as deceivers,
you will be discovered at the last great day. lf grace does not make
us differ from other men, it is not the grace which God gives his
elect. We are not perfect, but all God's saints keep their eyes on
the great standard of perfection, and with strong desire, aim to
walk worthy of their high calling of God and to bring forth works
which prove that they love God: and if we have not these signs
following faith, of if they are not put in as evidence for us, at the
last great day we shall not be able to prove our faith. Oh, you
who have no faith in Christ, no faith in Jesus the substitute; that
terrible negative, that lreacherous unbelief of yours, will be a
condemning sin against you. It will be proof positive that you
hated God: for a man must hate God indeed who will spurn his
counsels, give no heed to his reproof, scorn his grace and dare the
vengeance of him who points out the way of escape and the path
that leadeth to life. He that will not be saved by God's mercy
proves that he hates the God of mercy. If God gives his own Son
to die and men will not trust in his Son, will not have him as their
Saviour, that one sin, if they had no other, would at once prove
that they were enemies of God and black at heart.

But if thy faith be in Jesus, if thou lovest Jesus' if thy heart
goes out to Jesus, if thy life be influenced by Jesus, if thou makest
him thy example as well as thy Saviour, there will be evidence-
thou canst not see it, but there will be evidence-in thy favour.
For notice those gracious things, when the evidence was brought
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and Christ said, "I was an hungred and ye gave me no meat,
thirsty and ye gave me no drink", they said, ..Oh Lord, we never
knew this". Should any man stand up here and say, ..I have
plenty of evidence to prove my faith", f should reply .lHoid your
tongue, sir! Hold your tongue! I am afraid you liuue no faiih at
all or you would not be talking about your evictence". But if you
are saying, "Oh, I am afraid I have not the evidence that will
stand me in good stead at the last", yet if all the while you have
been^feeding the hungry, and clothinglhe nakecl, and doing all you
can for christ, I would tell you not to be afraid. The malster will
find.witnesses to say "That man relieved rne when I was in poverty.
He knew I was one of Christ's and he came and helped me-". enO
another will come and say (perhaps it will be an angel), ..I saw
him when he was alone in his chamber and heard hi'r-pray for his
enemies". And the Lord will say, ..I read his heart when I saw
how_ he put up with rebuke, and slander and persecution, and
would not rnake any answer for my sake. He did it all as evidence
that my grace was in his heart". you will not have to fetch up the
witnesses; the judge will call them, for he knows all about vour
case; and as he calls up the the witnesses, you will be surprised to
find how even the ungodly will be obliged to consent to the just
salvation of the righteous. Oh, how the secret deeds and the true
heart-sincerity of the righteous, when thus unveiled, will make
devils bite their tongues in wrath to think that there was so much
of grace given to the sons of men, with which to defeat persecution,
to overcome temptation and to follow on in obedience to the Lord.

Oh yes, the deeds, the deeds, the deeds of men-not their pratin_e,
not their profession, not their talk, but their deeds (though nobody
shall be saved by the merit of his deeds)-their deeds shall be thi
evidence of their grace, or their deeds shall be the evidence of their
unbelief; and so, by their works shall they stand before the Lord,
or by their works shall they be condemned as evidence and nothine
more.

WHAT IS THT NESUTT?
4. Now the last point is this: "What is the obiect of this

judgment? Will sentence of acquittal ancl conclenrnation be given,
and then the whole thing be over? Far from it. The judgment is
with a view to the thereafter-"that every man may receive the
things done in his body". The Lord will grant unto his people an
abundant reward for all that they have done. Not that they d-eserve
any reward, but that God first gave them grace to do good works,
then took their good works as evidence of a renewed heart. ancl
then gave them a reward for what they had done. Oh, what a bliss
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it will be to hear it said, "Well done, good and faithful servant"-
and to find that you have worked for Christ when nobody knew it,
to find that Christ took stock of it all-to you that served the Lord
under misrepresentation, to find that the Lord Jesus cleared the
chafi away from the wheat, and knew that you were one of his
precious ones. For him, then, to say, "Enter into the joy of thy
Lord". Oh, what a bliss it will be to you.

But to the ungodly how terrible. They are to receive the things
that they have done; that is to say, the punishment due-not every
man alike but the greater the sinner the greater the doom; to the
man who sinned against light a greater damnation than to the man
who had not the same light-Sodom and Gomorrah their place,
Tyre and Sidon their place, and then to Capernaum and Bethsaida
their place of more intolerable torment, because they had the
Gospel and rejected it-so the Lord himself tells us. And the
punishment will noi only be meted out in proportion to the trans-
gression, but it will be a development of the evil actions done in
the evil consequences to be endured, as every man shall eat the
fruit of his own ways.

Sin, after the natural order, ripens into sorrow. This is not a
blind fate, but it is the operation of a divine law, wise and invari-
able. Oh, how dreadful it will be for the malicious man to have
for ever to gnaw his own envious heart, to find his malice come
home to him, as birds come home to roost, to hoot for ever in his
own soul; for the lustful man to feel lust burning in every vein,
which he can never gratify; for the drunkard to have a thirst,
which not even a drop of water can allay; for the glutton who has
fared sumptuously every day, to be in hunger perpetuallyl and the
soul that has been wrathful to be for ever wrathful, with ihe
fire of wrath for ever burning like a volcano in his soul; and the
rebel against God for ever a rebel, cursing God whom he cannot
touch, and finding his curses come back upon himself.

There is no punishment worse than for a man who is sinfully
disposed to gratify his lusts, to satiate his bad propensities, and to
multiply and fatten his vices. Onl;' let men grow into what they
would be, and then see rvhat they would be like! Take away the
policeman in some parts of London, and give the people plenty of
money, and let them do just what they like. Last Saturday, it
might be, there were half-a-dozen broken heads, and wives and
children were in one general skirmish. Keep those people together;
let their vigour continue unimpaired by age or decay, while they
keep on developing their characters. Why, they would be worse
than a herd of tigers! Let them give way to their rage and anger,
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with nothing to check their passions; let miserly, greedy people for
ever go on with their greed. It makes them miserable here, but let
these things be indulged in forever, and what worse hell do you
want? Oh, sin is hell and holiness is heaven. Men will receive the
things done in their body.

If God has made them love him, they shall go on to love him;
if God has made them trust him, they shall go on to trust him; if
God has made them to be like Christ. they shall go on to be like
Christ, and they shall receive the things done in their body as a
reward; but if a man has lived in sin, "he that is filthy shall be
filthy still"; he that has been unbelieving shall be unbelieving still.
This, then shall be the worm thai never dieth, and the fire which
shall never be quenched, to which shall be added the wrath of
God for ever and ever. Oh" that we may have grace every one of
us to flee to Christ! There is our only safety. Simple faith in
Jesus is the basis for the character which will evidence at last that
you are chosen of God. A simple belief in the merit of the Lord
Jesus, wrought in us by the Holy Spirit, is the rock foundation
upon which shall be built up, by the same divine hands. the
character which shall evidence that the kingdom was prepared for
us from before the foundations of the world. God work in us
such a character, for Christ's sake. Anten,

It nutters little who forgets us if He remember us. It matters
even less what the juclgments pronounced in our obituaries may be,
if He says "That nnn is mine, and I own lim". Ah! brethren,
wllat a ret,ersal of the worlel's juclgments there will be one clay;
and Inw many nanxes that have been blowrt tltrouglt a tlrcusantl
trumpets, qnd had ltosaruus sung to tlrcm, and been welconrcd witlt
s tumult of acclaim througlt generations, will sink into oblit,ion and
never be lrcard ol any more, and the unseen ancl obscure men who
lived by, and for, and with lesus Christ, will come to the front!
Praise from Him is praise indeed.-ALEXANDER MAcLAREN.
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When a visitor thinks of England, he instinctively brings to mind
winding country lanes, neatly cut hedgerows, small fields and
rvoods, thatched cottages and kindly, generous'heartectr countryfolk.
It is such a picture that comes before tts when we think of the line'
"There'll always be an England", a scene of quietness' peace and
happiness. Yet there is another side of the coin and it is that to
which we as Christians must turn our thoughts-the spiritual con'
dition of these villages.

Our Lord was constantly teaching his disciples and even telling
his enernies that what appears on the outside to be good and
beautiful, happy and irealthy, may bear little resemblance to what
is on the inside. A pretty village, with its green, its pond, its
church spire pointing to heaven, may well hide a people whose
happiness is entirely restricted to what this world can offer them,
more especially in these days when many village families can boast
their car, lheir washing machine, their television set' and all the
other modern conveniences and luxuries which for so long were
rarely found outside the boundaries of our towns and cities' In
fact we may go beyond this and say that as far as "real" things
are concerned-the things that belong to eternity-our villages are
very often in a plight which has no parallel in more populous
.enitet. These eiernal realities are of course those things ivhich
relate to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, for the material
things of this world and its valttes are already doomed to destruc'
tion in God's appointed time. How important then that men and
women and children should be in a position to know that there are
truths which will last into eternity-truths which if embraced with
sincerity will guarantee a place in God's kingdom' These truths
find their sum in a knowledge of our I-ord Jesus Christ as Saviour
frorn sin's penalty which is hell, from sin's power and eventually
from sin's presence. He will also be the Lord of our lives as in
gratitude wb ghdly follow His will and obey His comman9:' I i:

ihe truths concerni'g Him and concerning ourselves which God
has graciously given us in His Word, the Bible, which are eternal,
and which if really accepted with heart and mind, will ensure that
our place will be with Jesus on earth now and in heaven then'
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_.But you will say, "What has this to do with our villages?
They can hear these facts in their churches". But this is the p?int
at issue. The Apostle paul asked the question, ... . . . how are
they to believe in whom they have not heard? And how are they
to hear without a preacher?" you will perhaps say to -",,,.But
surely everybody in Engrand has heard of Jetus christ". it i, i,
probably generally true, but the important thing is, what have
they heard about Him? so often theyhave just he-ard that He was
a good man who fell foul of his contemporaries, and that we must
do our best to live as He livecr, to be kind to one another and to
help-lame dogs over stiles. on the other hand, sometimes the only
word.they may hear about Him is in the short portion of Scripture
read in the Gospel for the day or in the lessons, with perhaps a
five minute address. Or perhaps even the address is simpiy teiting
them that their salvation is to be found in coming to Hoty com-
munion regularly and_ believing and doing whatevir they are tolcr
by the minister and the church. Never h-ave they heard their p.
sins denounced as an offence to a Holy God and likely to drag
them to hell unless they are repented of, and so they are detuoect io
believing that so long as they do not live in open wickedness all
will be well with their souls.

It is a fact, I know that it is a fact, that in many of our villages
up and down our land souls are perishing for lack of knowledle.
unshepherded, uncared for and untaugrrt. There are of couise
exceptions and we praise God for them, but they are comparatively
few. If you arp one who believes that the eternal destinv of vour
soul depends, for your part, on acknowledging your *r#h"dn"r,
before God, and trusting in the crucified and iitln chrirt for vour
own salvation (and there is no other way to peace with God), ihen
you should feel constrained to pray for the villages of En,eland.
So oJten as long as the services are said, that is all-that is reqlired
by the dozen or so people who may congregate. As in the iowns
so in the villages, only a very few even bother to come to the
services, and how can it,be surprising that only a tiny percentage
of these congregations have any true knowledge of CoO *hJn
they have perhaps never heard of salvation by faith alone in christ.
Then of the infinitesimal number who have found refuse in the
Lord Jesus, many of them are frustrated and discouriaeed. A
teenager, who is possibly the only true Christian in two iiilon.r.
who has found an outlet for his ministry in teaching the scriptrires
to half_a dozen young people in the church, suddenly finds his
flock whisked off to a confirmation class, and himself offerecl the
consolation of "serving" at the so-called ..altar',. Are we to leave
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such isolatcd believers, our brethren for whom christ diecl, without
a thought or a prayer?

Shall we not call upon our heavenly Father that He may have
mercy on our land, and raise up men and women who will go
into these lonely places to live, and encourage the ones and twJs,
and become the nucleus of a true church. Should we not pray
that God in His mercy will speak to the ministers in the villases
who as yet are not converted; sclme of them like the church leaclirs
of an earlier day who "shut up the kingdom of heaven aeainst
men": who neither go in themselves, nor allow those who iould
enter to go in (Matt. 23:13). In the 18th century goclly ministers
like william Grimshaw and John Berridge ignored tlie eiclesiastical
rules and took the Gospel into parishes other than their own,
where the word of God was unknown. of course they stirrecl un
the enmity of those who wishecl ..to live at ease in 

-Zion", 
but

they were more concerned that men and women should hear and
respond to the message of salvation through faith in Christ. I do
not know whether such a course of action is called for in our
time. Clearly a preacher of the Gospel must take his own deci-
sion and responsibility in such a matter. This, however, does not
exonerate us from the responsibility of doing what lies within our
power now. The most urgent and effective work is that of prayer
.lgt 1 perfunctory petition every now and again, but a real laying
hold of our God and a pleading of His promises for the villages.

Our God not only has His beloved children in these villases.
He also has a harvest needing reapers. On rare occasions 

-He

has a pastor after His own heart who has put his hand to the
plough of this difficult furrow. Shall we sin igainst our brethren
in ceasing to pray for them, in failing to strengthen their hands
by whatever means God may give us? May God have mercy anrl
may lve have compassion on the villa-qes of England.
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SERMON

GOD'S ANSWER TO SPIRITUAT

DRYNESS
Preached in St Paul's, Cambridge

by
H. M. CARSON

"For I rviil pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon
the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed and my
blessing upon thine offsPring:

"an*O tirey shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by

the water courses.
"One shall say, I am the Lord's; and another shall call himself

by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe rvith his hand
unto the Lord. and surname himself by the name of Israel"
-Isaiah 44:3'5.

It is probably rather difficult for us to get the full import.of

the picture thai is in Isaiah's mincl because if there is one thing
of wnicn we have no scarcity. it is rain, and we just do not lil'e

in the kincl of situation in which lsaiah lived. we have littlc

cxperience of the kind of prolonged drought of which he is think-

ing. we know little of those long periods when rain is a renlote
po"ssibility. There are rarely occa.sions rvhen we go out anxiously

io see if'there is a cloud in the sky. Our quest is more often to

see where the sun is! But Isaiah is speaking of a land where dry

conditions are by no means unknown and where drought is a very

real possibility. With drought there come parched days in the

fielcls ancl the spectre of famine hangs over the land' That is the

background of iiris promise from God. That is the picture that. is

in mind, the picture of a dry, parched, sunbaked countryside' with

the sky like 
-brass, 

and with not a cloud in the sky' God says'
"I wili pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods.upon.the

dry ground"; and "ttyone who knows such conditions in various

landJ overseas, will know the dramatic change that comes when

the rain comes. Instead of dryness and brown parched conditions,

almost overnight as it were, there is growth, there is green on -every
side. L"-e*b"t seeing some Kodachromes of Tangan5'ika during

tt" a.y season and imiieciiately after-the rain had come' At first

there was just a uniform brown, the whole country dry and

t
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withered and parched, with not a sign of life or of vegetation at all.
After the rain had come, there was the most incredible chanse.
The whole countryside was just one glorious green. Well, I 6'e-
lieve that this is the picture God is giving to us through the
prophet Isaiah as He speaks of the blessing which He purposes
!o pour out upon His people. He says, "I will pour water upon
him that is thirsty and floods npon the dry ground".

SPIRITUAL DRYNESS
God speaks here of the condition of heart that requires floods

from heaven. He is speaking of that dry, spiritually parched con-
dition which is, after all, basically the condition of every one of us
apart from the grace of God. A desert has little in the way of
vegetation. There may be the odd bit of thorn or scrub but
nothing particularly fruitful, and the life of a man without God is
Iooked on in the Bible as a place that is just like a barren desert.
There may be a certain amount of growth and it may be the
kind of growth that he considers rather fine. The vegetation in hisrife, rvhether it be intellectual or whether it be the result of the
labour of his hands, he may consider worthy of admiration, but
as far as God is concerned, it is just like a desert area with so
much thorn and scrub and weed. Apart from the refreshing of
the Holy Spirit that is how a man's life remains. It is almost like
those semi-desert areas on the verge of the desert itself. The semi-
desert conditions merge into the sandy wastes, and in a desert
like the Sahara it is almost as if those wastes are illimitable. A man
without Christ is a man whose life is a semi-desert, which merges
ultimately into the illimitable desert of eternity. He is a man lvho
wanders without God and without hope, parched and dry, facing
the appalling condemnation of God upon the sinner.

But you know, this condition of spiritual dryness and barrenness
is something that even the Christian at times experiences. I am
sure that many of us who know Christ, know of such seasons of
spiritual dryness. At such times there is very little real sense of the
presence of God. Somehow God seems remote and far off. We still
cling on to our faith in Christ; we still believe in God as our Father,
but there is no vivid reality. It is all rather vague and shadowy.
We continue to read our Bibles at such times but there is little thrill
in our reading. The Bible becomes just a forced routine as far as
we are concerned. We still pray but, if we are honest with ourselves,
our praying is not something that is full of zest and reality. At such
times of dryness, prayer becomes almost a formality. We stiil rneet
together with God's people. We sing the familiar hymns; we jcin
together in the service and yet again, in our heart of hearts, there
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seems to be something dried up. We are not finding any reality in
the worship in which we are taking part.

CAUSES OF SPIRITUAL DRYNESS

I think it is good that we should realise that such times do come
to the Christian and I think we need to begin by asking ourselves
why they come. They come for different reasons. Sometimes they
come because of the very circumstances in which we find ourselves.
There are times vihen everything seems to conspire against us;
everything seems to build up and it is all in terms of adversity.
The lvhole path seems to be desperately uphill and, as a result,
discouragement may gradually slide into depression, until indeed
very often we are on the brink of despair. Such times can bring
with them, not only mental depression which settles as a cloud
upon the spirits, but this inner dryness. We become so much
locked up in our own problems, so much shut utrr with the situation,
that rve lose sight of God Himself. We seem to be groping forward,
and somehow spiritually we feel dried up.

There is another reason of course for this spiritual dryness and
quite bluntly it is our own sinfulness. In Northern Nigeria there
is a hot dry wind which blows out from the Sahara and dries all
before it. Well, there is a hot dry wind which blows out from our
sinfulness and our lusts, and it dries up our spiritual life. If we are
going through a time of arid, parched conditions in our soul, we
need to ask ourselves if there is something upon which God has
been putting His finger; something that God has been indicating to
us; some sin in which we have been persisting, while we refuse to
humble ourselves before God. While we remain in that persistent
sin, we need not imagine that we will be delivered from such
dryness of soul; nor need we imagine that this promise of God's
outpoured blessing will become a reality to us. Where there is sin,
and where God lays His finger upon it, it is for us at once in
humility to confess.

But I believe there is another reason for this dryness. It is not
in terms mereiy of adverse circumstances, nor indeed is it because
of sin. It may be that we seek God's face. It may be that we ask
Him to search us and having thus prayed, we do not see anythittg
that we feel needs to be confessed, or maybe we do see something
and we confess it, and still we are in this dry condition. I believe
it is true that God Himself sometimes deals with His people in this
providential way. He, as it were, leaves us for a time. Of course
He never forsakes l{is own-there is a true sense in which He is
always with us, but I believe that sometimes He withdraws from us
the consciousness of His presence. He is there, but He is not con-
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sciously there as far as we are concerned. r believe He does this
lgt g,,l good because when we go through such clry periods in our
christian iife it makes us long all the more for coo. 

^r 
believe thal

sometimes He rvithdraws from us a sense of FIis presence in oriler
that we may realise the utter emptiness of life withbut Him. that we
may long all the more for Him. I believe also He does it that He
nray wean us away from the things of this world. Christians of
lguft.. say that they are pilgrims on the road to the Celestial City.
Christians profess to have their hopes set on heaven, and yet in
actual fact, most of us are often worldly minded. We think in
terms of this world. we think in terms of money anrl ambition and
comfort and material well-being. I believe sometirnes God v,,ith-
draws from us a sense of His presence and He leaves us in a rather
p?rched and dry condition to show us just where we really belong.
This life is not our goal; this world is not our resting ptace. We O-o
not ultimately belong here; we belong to heaven. I believe that Gocl
leaves us sometimes in this condition in order that He may draw
out our longings for that which is beyoncl time, for the thlnes of
eternity.

The first step that is required if we are going to enter into an
experience of the blessing about which God is speaking here, is
that we should realise the nature of our condition, unJ thut we
should be really thirsty for God's blessing. when a man is without
water, when a ntan is dying in the desert, with his lips parchecl
and cracked, the one thing that looms in his mind ls water_
nothing else matters. Any one who has gone through such an
experience and who has written about such an experience will tell
you that they think, they dream, they live water-the one thinc
for which they lon_r is a drink. Well Gotl says, as He speaks of thi
spiritual blessing upon the dry and parched land of ihe soul, ..1
will pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods upon the dry
ground". The Lord does not promise His blessings to those who
are complacent. To the self sufficient christian who imagines that
things a-re going reasonably well and who is content to just jo_e
along-for that person there is no promise of blessing. rt ii tor itri
thirsty soul; it is for the man who is desperately awaie of his neecl,
the man who is crying out like someone clying of thirst, for a drink
of water. I fear that too often we are content with our own soiritual
state. We are content with the state of our churches, when in actual
fact we ought to be discontented with that discontent that comes
from God. We ought to see our true need; to know somethins of
our barrenness and sterility. We ou-sht to be crying out to 6ocl
for this water upon the dry ground. For it is to the thirsty one. to
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the one who knows his need and is longing for God's answer, it is

to that one that God replies with this promise. He says' "I will pour

water upon him that iJthirsty and floods upon the dry ground"'
THE PROMISE OF GOI)

"I will pour out my Spirit upon thy seed", for it is the Spirit that
God is speaking about here as He uses this vivid picture-of the-rain
coming do*n on the dry ground. The working of the Holy Spirit
is desJribed in the Bible by so many different pictures. He is the

fire who corles to purge and to refine. He is the wind who comes

with irresistible power. well, here He is the water from heaven.

You see the shower beginning. There have been long months of

drought in the land and iow the clouds begin to come over the sky'

Ther! are the first drops of rain and then gradually it becomes a

steacly dorvnpour. Thi rain finds its way into the dry ground'

penetrating d^own to the roots of what seemed to be dead and

withered grass and it produces life' God says, "I will pour out my

Spirit upon you", and the Spirit comes with that penetrating power'

fi" .o-.r, but not like thE influence of a friend who is always

external, or the sympathy of a friend who is always at best just

beside us. He comes with this penetrating power' The Spirit pene-

trates deep into our minds and we begin to think in a new way

about theihings of God. We begin to rejoice in those truths which

perhaps for a long time now have become insipicl to us'^ 
You have seen a boy rvho has got to read a book for an exam-

ination and it is not a Look in which he is particularly interested-

rvell" he reads it, but at the slightest opportunity. his attention^will
soon wander to something else. But give him a book that he finds

really enjoyable ancl interesting, well of course he concentrates'

You do not have to compel him to concentrate because he is

enjoying what he is reading. Very often our spiritual experience

i, iifi" ti" boy who has to read a course but who is only too ready

to turn his mind to something else and does not concentrate. But

when the Spirit comes and begins to penetrate afresh' when He

comes to relresh our minds, *J no longer feel this is something I

i1itr, t a", rhis is the path| ought to follow, these are the rruths

tiit t oueni to think abbut. Now we begin to rejoice in the.Word

o f G o c l a n d w h e n w e h e a r t h a t W o r d p r e a c h e d ' i t i s n o l o n g e r
m e r e l y a n o t h e r i t e m i n a s e r v i c e . i t i s s o n r e t h i n g t l r a t w e d e l i g h t
to helr, that we rejoice to receive.

yes, ihe Spirit, like the rain coming right down to the very roots

of the grass,iomes to the roots of our being' He penetrates down

to our 
-conscience. 

During periods of dryness, conscience tends to

t".o*. a bit dull. Thind slip into our lives that formerly we
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would not have tolerated. when our appetite is for the things of
God we have no appetite for the things bf the worlcr, but so sirely
as we lose our appetite for God, so almost imperceptibly the things
of the world edge their rvay in. But when trre spiiit .nn.,", afreJh
upon us, we find that conscience becomes sensitive in a new way.
conscience becomes alert to the presence of anytliing that woulci be
displeasing to God. conscience becomes uery.ouc-h aware of the
voice of God speaking and there is a new cleiire for obeclience.

The Spirit penetrates down into our will. Before, our will was
like a sluggish ass; we might beat it and try to force it in a certain
direction but it rvas so hard to muster the enthusiasm to clo the rvili
of God. But when the Spirit cones in this refreshing and revitalising
way, our will is stirred, and we begin to know what it means to
delight in the law of God. to delight to do His will. And of course
inevitably when the Spirit thus penetrates into the very clepths of
our being, it affects our feelings. Our emotions are stiired. There
is no greater contrast between dry spiritual conditions, when thinss
tend to be drab and dull, and the rich experience of the soul whoir
God has visited; where there is rejoicing, as peter says, ..Joy un-
speakable and full of _ulory". This is the promise, you see, of
abundance. This is not the drizzle that corneJ for a short time and
then peters out and the ground is as dry as ever. This is the rain
which begins steadily and comes down as a flood on the dry ground.
God _eives with a liberality, with a generosity which is far beyond
our giving. God gives and gives and _eives again. There is a
prodigalitiz about God's giving to us."I will pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods upcn the
dry ground". Do you see the result of it all? I see here two
consequences. There is renewed confidence-,.they spring up as
among the grass, as willows by the water courses and one shall sav,
I am the Lortl's. One result, one inevitable consequence of a fresh
experience of the working of the Spirit of God is just this, the
Christian can say with a new certainty "I am the Lord's and He
is mine". Of course even in the dry. barren periocl rve still said
that but it was a half despairin_q word that we spake, but when the
Spirit comes with power, rve say it with zest, with conviction, with
assurance, "I am FIis and F{e is mine". In the semi-desert condi-
tion the dust cloud whipped up by the wincl covers the countryside
and sometimes it is almost impossible to see ahead, but when the
rain comes, well of course it settles the dust. And so often the
dust clouds of doubt hang heavy over the soul but when the Spirit
comes in this refreshing way, the doubts are laid low, and theie is
fresh confidence and we can say, "f am the Lord's". you see that
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pattern in the opening chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. Here
are men whose doubts have been banished, not by wishful thinking,
but by the mighty working of the Spirit of God. Is it any wonder
that they go out with such assurance? Is it any wonder that their
witness is so powerful? They bear testimony to the risen Christ
and people are converted. Why? lt is because these men know
that they are the Lord's. They know that He is their Saviour and
their Lord. It is not because they have worked up some enthusiasm
because they have gathered together. No, the Spirit of God has come
upon them and they speak now of their assurance and their con-
fidence.

The other consequence-here it is. "One shall say, I am the
Lord's, and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob".
What is the significance of that? Surely it is just this. The man
to whom this experience comes, knows that not only does he belong
to God but he belongs to the people of God. There is a new sense
of being one of God's people. Again you see that in the Acts of the
Apostles. On the day of Fentecost, the Spirit falls upon them, they
receive power from on high. But as well as that they are knit
together, they go out as a united band. With all the variety of their
testimony, they speak with one voice. They belong the one to the
other. Whenever the Spirit of God is poured upon His people,
there is this coming together. In East Africa where they have
experienced such blessing in these past years this has been the
supreme characteristic of it all These African brethren-yes, and.
E,uropeans together, have known what it means to call one another
"brethren". They belong together because the Lord has made
them one and knit them the cne to the other.

Well here is the contrast in Isaiah's picture-on the one side
dry, parched countryside, no vegetation, everything brown and bare,
and on the other side, it is rather like the Backs here in Cambridge
on a lovely Spring day, with the green grass and the willorvs along
b)' the riverside. How fresh it is; how full of life it seems to be.
This is the contrast that God is using to bring home the difference
between this dry, parched, barren condition of soul and a life that
is renewed, revitalised, experiencing the power of the Spirit of God.

Are you thirsty for such an experience? I say, I am: and I
believe we ought to be praying much that God will make us far more
thirsty. The condition of so many of us in these days tends to be
dryness rather than fruitfulness. The condition of our churches in
these days tends to be barrenness rather than blessing. The con'
dition of our land in these days is one of spiritual famine and
dearth such as we have not known for generations. Are we to
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remain content? Are we simply to go on in our Christian lives
doing the best we can? Are we to go on with our witness in our
churches, hoping vaguely that something may happen? Or are we
to seek God's face, to seek Him with confidence, to seek Him
with the. anguished cry of the man who is dying of thirst and longs
for a drink of water? A man in that condition has only one *oid
on his lips, water-one desire in his heart. The Christian who is
going to know the blessing of God and the churches which are
going to be refreshed in these days, are those who are coming to
God with this desperate entreaty. So I ask you tonight. Are you
thirsty for God's blessing? God forbid that any of us should be
content. May God shatter our complacency. May God awaken us
and show us our true state, but may God also awaken us to hear
His voice and to realise how rich His promises are, because to the
one who is thirsty, the one who knows his barrenness and his
dryness, to that one the Lord comes and He says, '.I will pour water
upon him that is thirsty and floods upon the dry ground". O
brethren, let us constantly in these days of dearth, seek God's face,
that the heavens may be parted, that the Spirit may be poured forth,
that we may know days of refreshing and renewal; andto God, who
gives and gives so liberally, we rvill ascribe all the glory.

Revival is divine intervention in the normal course of spiritual
things. It is God revealing Himself to man in awful holiniss arul
irresistible power. It is such a manifest v,orking of God that human
personalities are overshadowed, and human programntes aban-
doned. It is man retiring into the background because God hqs
taken the field. It is the Lord making bqre His holy arm, and
working in extraordinary power on saint and sinner.

-ARTHUR WALLIS.

God is not only the source of revival-"Wilt Thou not revive us
again?"-but He is also the end of revival-"that Thy people may
rejoice in Thee". Revival comes from God and leads to God, that
He may be "sII 

in all", and that men may learn that of himself
he is nothing.-p. E, HUGHES.
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J.eheuaft,' a W-itn"e6,6,e5
by

LEITH SAMUEL
"The fastest growing religious body in the world" claims to

publish and distribute more literature than all the Protestant
Churches. It has been successively known as Zion's Watcltower,
The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Millenial Dawn, Inter'
national Bible Students' Association, and now Jehovah's Witnesses.
How did it all start?

THE FOUNDER

Charles Taze Russell, of Pittsburgh, U.S.A., founded this move-
ment in 1879. The fear of hell had haunted him when he was a boy,
but an atheist he met demolished the idea of hell to his complete
satisfaction. He became convinced that organised religion was a
racket, and the clergy were a pack of hypocrites. Since there was no
religion that fitted his ideas, the obvious solution was to found one
that did!

Mr. Oswald Sanders points out in Heresies and Cults, pp.15,76'
"One would expect that the man who boldly proclaimed the whole
Church and her ministers to be wrong in their teaching would be
meticulously truthful himself". Yet, when under oath in the court
at Hamilton, Ontario, Russell was asked, "Do you know Greek?",
he replied, "Oh, yes". When handed a Greek New Testament he
proved unable to read even the letters of the Greek alphabet! He
then admitted he knew neither Latin nor Hebrew, and had never
taken any course in theology. And yet he pronounced all Bible
translations unreliable, and all religions other than his own to be
antiChristian!

To avoid paying alimony to his wife after their divorce, he trans-
ferred his property worth many thousands of pounds to himself
under the name of Watchtot,ter Bible and Tract Society. But the
law caught up with him and forced him to pay all the arrears'

A FALSI.  PROPHET

He was a false prophet as well as an unfaithful husband. A
fellow-American wrote, "Mr. Russell prophesied that our churches,
schools, banks and governments would be completely destroyed by
October, 1914. Later, the destruction was promised in instalments
ending in 1925" (see vol. 4, p. 622, Studies in the Scriptures).

As the prophesied complete destruction did not take place, and
there was no visible sign of Christ having set up His Kingdom in
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1914, as Russell had said He would, an official interpretation was
duly announced. Christ had come in secret from God's right hand
in 1918 and was already reigning in the heavenlies. He is now
waiting for an appropriate monent to manifest Himself in favour
of Jehovah's Witnesses. These will then come into their own, avoid-
ing Armageddon and all the misery of the end of the age.

But our Lord has not left us at the mercy of teachers who say
He has come secretly and is hidden sornewhere. "If they shall say
unto you, 'Behold He is in the secret chambers, believe it not'"
(Matthew 24, vv . 23-27) and I Thessalonians 4, vv. 13-17 , describes
what will happen when Christ comes. If Christ had really come in
l9l4 or 1918, there would be thousands of eye-witnesses still alive
to tell of people they were with being caught up to meet the Lord
without dying. What an exciting story they would have to tell!
But such eye-witnesses have never come forward. The Christian
Church still awaits the coming of her Lord. "ln such an hour as
ye think not, the Son of Man cometh".

A TRIBUTE
If zeal and perseverance made men and women Christians, the

members of this movement would have better claims than most to
the title. We cannot but admire their persistence and thoroughness,
and their diligence in learning their doctrines by heart. A knock at
the door, a book or booklet, an explanation, a donation or contri-
bution by the hcuseholder, a "back-call", then a "Bible Study",
which is more of a J.W. Book Study, in your home, and so the web
is gradually woven around spiritually-minded people. Those who
know their Bibles are not caught in this web, but many sincere but
ignorant seekers after truth ("men of good will", to use a J.W.
phrase) are caught up in the enthusiastic attempt to save themselves
and their families.

But zeal is not enough. The Jews in New Testament times
zealously held many ideas similar to those of the Jehovah's Witnesses
today. They were enraged by our Lord's claim to be equal with His
Father God. And Paul said of them, "I bear witness that they
possess an enthusiasm for God, but it is an unenlightened enthus-
iasm. Ignorant of the righteousness which God provides, and build-
ing their hopes upon a righteousness of their own, they have refused
to submit to God's righteousness. For as a means of righteousness,
Christ is the end of the Law to every believer" (Romans 10, vs..2-4,
Weymouth). And what was true of the Jews of Paul's day is equally
true of the Jehovah's witnesses of ours.

If orthodox Christians of our day displayed as much zeal for the
Gospel as Jehovah's Witnesses show for their movement, the Church
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of Jesus Christ would surely experience a tremendous forward move.
The Jehovah's Witnesses have a mixture of truth and lies, and
spread it as if it were the whole truth. God forgive us for treating
His whole truth so casuallv.

ULT IMATE AUTHORITY

No matter what they may say on the doorstep about all their
teaching coming from the Bible, the Bible is not their final authority.
Nor is it Christ speaking through the Scriptures. It is, instead, the
Bible as explained by official J.W. teaching. Russell had the audacity
to declare in the opening pages of his Studies in the Scriptures that
it would be better to leave the Bible unread and read his comments
on it, than to read the Bible and miss his comments!

For the New Testament Christian the Bible, "The Holy Scrip-
tures", is the final authority for both belief and behaviour. and not
reason, tradition, or "The Teaching Church". All religious state-
ments, no matter who makes them, must be tested by the consistent
teaching of the Bible. See Isaiah 8, v. 20, and 2 Timothy 3, vs. 15-17.
By the time Jude wrote he could speak of "the Faith once for all
delivered to the saints". No Russell nor Rutherford was needed to
add to it. The God-breathed Scriptures are adequate and clear as
well as final. And they focus on a Saviour and Divine mercy
through His work on the Cross, not a system and the merit-earning
works of men.

PERSONAL GOAL

Jehovah's Witnesses claim to be the only true Christians. All
others, who call themselves Christians are "religious traditionalists"
in their eyes. A Jehovah's Witness hopes by diligence as a Witness
and a "Kingdom publisher" (i.e., a distributor of J.W. literature)
to qualify ultimately for eternal life on a renewed earth at the end
of Christ's thousand years' reign on earth. But he fears he may go
back and be lost. He must stand by the Kingdom Hall and shun all
the churches like the plague, for he views all non-J.W. full-time
Christian workers as hypocriies, "Satan's ministers", only in it for
what they can get out of it. He must steer clear of all religious
systems except J.W.'s if he is to be safe.

For the New Testament Christian it is not a case of his chances of
making the grade when he dies. He is a forgiven person, reconciled
to God through the death of His Son. He puts his energies into living
a life well-pleasing to God, not to earn his salvation, but to glorify
his risen Lord Who has given hin the gift of everlasting life and the
promise of heaven. See Romans 5, vs. 1-11; B, vs. 1-16; Timothy
I, v. 9--2 vs. 4, 2l).

i
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I1. The Person of Christ
Jehovah's Witnesses are unashamedly unitarian. They have great

lespect for Jesus, but regard Him only as God's first lreation', by
YhoT everything else was made. To them it is nothing less ihan
blasphemous to look on the Lord Jesus as being one wiih retrovatr
God in essence and nature.

- rn the light of their strong deniars of the deity of christ, it is good
for us to ask ourselves, Why do we worship Jesus as ine Sin o1
God? Here are sorne of the reasons:

(l) He is the only begotten Son of the Father, sharins His divine
nature. As touching the humanity which He took ano itrtt retains,
I1". r.uy:, jlMy Father is greater than I,'. But as touching the deity
which is His eternal nature, He says, ..My Father and iare one,,.
He is as truly God as His Father ii.

(2) He is Emmanuel, "God. with us" (Matthew l: 23).
(3) He is the Worcl,,described by John at the beginning of his

Gospel. "And the word was God", not "a god" as lhe Jeiovah's
witnesses' official translation reads. The reuion they give for their
peculiar translation is that the definite article is nbt-used in the
Greek original. But the Greek definite article is also missins in
verses 6, 12,13,18 of the_first chapter of John's gospel, and in m"any
other places. And they do not put ..a god" in tlese verses, in spit!
of their claim to have producedi consiitent translation! Tiy inserr
ing "a god"' insteacl of "Goo" in one or two of these other verses,
and see rvhat a nonsense it makes of thinss.

(4) He said wotship was due to God a-ione (Matthew 4,9, l0).
!9t He accepted worship from His disciples (Luke 24, Sgt.' The
Jehovah's witnesses' translation reads "did obeisance,' heie as if
the Greek verb was followed by a dative instead of an accusative,
although they translate exactiy the same word construction as"worship" in John 4, 2l-24.

(5) He is called Alpha and Omega, ,.the First and the Last",
in Revelation l, 18 and 22,13. See Isaiah 44,6. The context oi
these verses clearly identifies Him with Jehovah.

(6) He is confessed as Kurios, which is the Greek word for
Jehovah in the Greek version of the Old Testament (Acts 7, 59,60:
Romans 10, 9; I Corinthians 12, 3).

(7) He has the right and the power to forgive sjn.r, which is the
prerogative of God alone (Mark 2, 5-g).

(8) He shares the Throne of Godheard wirh the Father (Hebrews
l,  3:  lZ,2; Revelat ion 3, 2t :  22, I ) .

(9) He is worshipped by all the angels of Heaven (Hebrews l, 6).
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(10) In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead (Gk. deity)
(Colossians 2, 9).

(11) His Father calls Him God, just as He calls His Father God
(Hebrews l, 8, 9). It is the Father's will that all men should honour
the Son even as they honour the Father, i.e' as God, Creator,
Redeemer and Judge (John 5, l8-23; Phil. 2,5-ll; Hebrews 1, 10-12).

(12) Thomas, in that wonderful post-resurrection interview,
gladly confesses Him as "My Lord and nty God" (John 20' 28).

This confession calls forth no rebuke from Him Who is the Truth.
And what is more, it gives us a pattern for how we should worship
and confess Him.
2. The Death ol Christ

The official teaching of the Jehovah's Witnesses is that:
"The ransom does not guarantee everlasting life to any man, but

only a second chance" (T'he Truth Shall make You Free, p. I'76).
"One forfeited life could redeem one forfeited life' but no more. The
Christ Jesus redeems Adam" (Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. I'
p.  133).

In other words all that the death of Christ accomplished was to
buy the right for human beings to continue on earth as men, with the
opportunity of saving themselves by becoming Jehovah's Witnesses.

How difTerent is the teaching of the New Testament: "The Son
of Man came . . . to give His life a ransom for mwty" (Matthew 20'
28). "My blood . . . is shed for many for the remission of sins"
(Matthew 26,28). " AIl that believe . . . justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus . . . that God might
be jusi and thc justifier of him which believeth in Jesus" (Romans 3,
2l-26i 5, 8, 9). He is the propitiation for our sins" (not just

Adam's)  ( l  John 2 ,  l ;2 ,  c f ,  I ,7 ,9 ) .
Assurance of Salvation

Once you tanper with the effect of the Saviour's death you cannot
avoid amending the Biblical teaching on Salvation and Assurance'
lf what Christ suftered on the Cross does nothing more than secure
man a second chance, then man has to take this chance to earn
salvation, i.e., to become his own saviour' So we find Pastor Russell
teaching:

"Some have been blinded in part, and some completely, by the
god of this world, and they must be recovered from blindness as
well as from death, that they, each for himself, may have full chance
to prove by obedience or disobedience their worthiness of life
eternal" (studies in the Scriptures,Yol.l ' p. 158).

To the Jehovah's Witnesses, this "obedience" means becoming
a Kingdom publisher, i.e. an unpaid book agent distributing J'W'
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Iiterature, a. vital cog in the J.W. system. ,,Disobedience" includes
all orthodox christians who worship and serve the Lord Jesus christ
as eternally one with His Eternal Father.

llMan will be given a second chance for salvation during the
millenium" (Vol. l, p. 106, 107).

But the J.W. visitor or "Kingdom publisher" must keep at this
work with unflagging zeal, because his fitness to live on earth for
1,000 years as a "Jonadab" depends on his faithfulness as a
Jehovah's Witness.

"If a Christian (i.e. of the J.W. variety) quits the ministry (all
fully fledged J.W.'s are reckoned as 'ordained ministers') he is lost"
(p. 11 1960 Yesrbook of I.W.'s).

What a contrast we find in the New Testament: The Christian is
accepted in Christ, through God's mercy, and not by anything he
has done or can do. The believer is "accepted in the 

'Beloved"

(Ephesians 1, 6). "In Him we have redemption through His bloocl
even the forgiveness of sins" (Ephesians l, 1). "God, for Christ's
sake, hath forgiven you" (Ephesians 4, 32). "He that believeth on
Me hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation,
but is passed from death unto life" (John 5, 24). "These things have
I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God that
you may know that you have eternal life" (l John 5, 9-13).
Tlrc Holy Spirit

The official teaching of the Jehovah's Witnesses is:"The Holy Spirit is not a person in the Godhead" (Studies in the
Scriptures, Vol.5, p. 169)."There is no personal Holy Spirit" (Studies in the Scriptures,
Vol. 5, p. 210).

The Holy Spirit is nothing more than "the invisible active force
of God . . . greater than atomic energy" (Make sure of all things,
p.260).

It is quite true that in the New Testament we read of the power
of the Holy Spirit, e.g. Luke 4, 14; 24,49; Acts t, 8. But it is
equally clear that the Holy Spirit is a Person. Our Lord speaks of
Him as "He", in John 14, 16,26:16,7-10,13-15. Ananias l ied to
the Holy Ghost, and it is not possible to tell a lie to an impersonal
force. Peter identifies this Person with God (Acts 5. 4, 9).

In Acts 13, the Holy Spirit orders the separation of Barnabas and
Saul for missionary service. The J.W. translation reads, "Of all
persons set Barnabas and Saul for the work for which I have called
them", and speaks of them as "these men sent out by the Holy
Spirit". A force might irritate, stimulate or shock (like electricity)
but cannot command in such personal terms.

I
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Ephesians 4, 30, "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God", can only
refer to a Person, and this Person is "Jehovah the Spirit". So the
Father is Jehovah. The Son is Jehovah. And the Spirit is Jehovah.
So those who bear witness to Jehovah Father, Jehovah Son, and
Jehovah Spirit, are the true Jehovah's Witnessesl
The New lilorld Translation of the Cldstian Greek Scriptures

Having taken my degree in New Testament Greek at a secular
University, where accuracy, not denorninational bias, was the all
important thing, I have found my heart getting increasingly heavy
as I have examined the approved J.W. translation. Comparing it
with my Greek Testament I have been forced to a regretful con-
clusion: Either the translators were ignorant of N.T. Greek as
scholars, or else they have wilfully perverted the English translation
in their determination to spread J.W. propaganda through their
version. I would like to believe they were just ignorant, but altera-
tions, insertions, and evasions are so systematic that it is difficult
to avoid the impression of deliberate perversion. Some examples
of this are found in key passages such as Mark 2, 5-8; Matthew
25, 46; John 8, 58; Acts 5,3, 4: Philippians 2, 6,7; Colossians 2, 9;
3, 16; 1 Peter 2,2; 2 Peter 2, 1; Hebrews 1, 8.

The blame lies squarely on the shoulders of the few men who
have produced this "translation". The readers are more sinned
against than sinning. May God in His mercy deliver multitudes
from this powerful religious system of salvation by works, which
robs Christ of His glory as eternal God and sole Redeemer, and
turns men away from the full and free salvation He bought with
His most precious blood.
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PRAYER
by

P. TUCKER

This is the fourth of a series of studies
originally given in the East London
Tabernacle Bible School.

I.-WRESTLING PRAYER

There is an aspect of prayer that is more than prevailing prayer
and is taken up with an agony of soul, a real and oeep-concern
about a person or a situation or a circumstance. Wrestling in prayer
is first suggested in the old restament in Gen. 32:24. ttris outwiro
wrestling between the Angel of the covenant and Jacob was a
symbol of an inner struggle and wrestling going on between the soul
of Jacob and God. In the New Testameni thiJ thought of wrestling
in prayer is taken up in various places. See Rom. 15:30, ..strive'i.
This word is the one from which we get our word agony. And it is
a word related to the sporting arena where every muscle is strained
and a man makes an agonising attempt to win the race or fight.
Paul was finding his ministry at that paiticular time difficuit und*h"
called upon the entire church fellowship to wrestle, to agonise in
prayer, and he mentions some of the things he wanted them to
wrestle about (vv. 31,32). There are occasions then when the
church of God comes together to organise and wrestle. paul here
as the missionary in the front line of battle or as the pastor with
the care of all the churches upon him, is calling this fellowship to
strive together with him in prayer to God for him.

What is true of the Church as a whole is also true on certain
occasions of the individual believer. See Col. 4: 12. The word"labouring" there is the same as..strive" in Rom. 15:30. Thoush
away from colosse and the believers there, and in uncongenial cir-
cumstances, Epaphras was striving and labouring fervently for the
saints at colosse in prayer. There are times whJn p.uy.r ir not to
be regarded as a pious reverie that gives us a warm'satisfaction
inside, but there is an aspect of prayer which is an agony. Think
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Garden of Gethseman-e. ..And
being in an agony Epaphras was praying for something
deep, for the constancy of those believers in Colosse. He alsJ
prayed for their character, that they may stand perfect and complete.
The word "perfect" here means "mature". The word ..compiete"

l.
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here means "to be filled". "Ye are complete in Him" means "ye

are filled full in him". This is praying at a deep level, where strain'
efiort and vitality were involved.

True praying is working, it is labouring fervently. It involves an
exercise of the mind, a use of the will, an engaging of the afiections.
It involves the giving of the sum total of the personality. Now
when the New Testament talks aLrout wrestling not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities and powers, it is not using figurative
language but speaking of a real situation. There are spiritual forces
opposing the Gospel. And if the Word of God is to triumph anci
if the people of God are to be kept on their feet it is because there
are men and women who give themselves to a ministry of prayer,

and who know how to wrestle and to watch, and to pray.
II.-THE SI]\{PLICITY OF' PRAYER

There are times when we are called upon to agonise. There are
other times when in simple childlike faith we are called upon to be
very simple and very direct in our praying. To be childlike in prayer
is not to be childish. One of the outstanding examples of this type
or praying is Hezekiah the king. See Isaiah 37. What did Hezekiah
do-when he got the tauntirlg and treacherous letter? Notice the
artlessness of it, the sheer simplicity of it in vv. 14-20. He spread
it before the Lord. There is a simplicity in that kind of praying
that brings glory to God. Part of the ministry of the Holy Spirit is
to take our prayers and reframe them. Then those prayers are
presented through the merit of the infinite sacrifices of our Lord
and accepted before God. But God does like the directness and
simplicity of approach.

III.-ARGUMENTATIVE PRAYER

Although we may be sinful folk it is well for us to remember
that the processes of prayer are not irrational or illogical. God likes
us to come before Him and bring our reasons for praying about any
particular person or matter. In Isaiah 41:.21 in the Revised Stan-
dard Version we read, "Set forth your case, says the Lord, bring
forth your proofs". Remember Job in prayer. On one occasion
he seemed to lose the sense of God, and he cried out "O that I
knew where I might find Him" (see Job 23:3). And he continues:
". . . that I might come even to His seat. I would order my cause
beforc Him and filI my mouth with arguments". There were men
of God who prevailed simply because they were logical in their
praying. See Gen. 32). What are the arguments that Jacob uses in

btuyet to God? There are several. The first is from God's com-
-una (r". v. 9). Then frorn Gocl's promises (v. l2). See Exodus 32'
Notice how Moses used arguments in prayer (v. I l). He argues
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with God along the lines of a covenant relationship. And then he
argues with God along the line of God's honour and glory (v. l2).
(See also Numbers 14: l1-16).

I feel that we need to use this element of argument more than we
do in our praying. "O that I knew where I might find Him" says
Job in chapter 9, "O that there were a daysman between us" (sie
v. 33). "Daysman" means someone who with one hand can touch
God and with the other hand can touch man and brins thenr
together. The cry of Job's heart has been answered for us in th"
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is one Daysman between
God and man, the one Mediator, the Man Christ Jesus Who with
one arm of Deity reaches the throne of God and with the arm of
His humanity through His incarnation, reaches down to us. Throush
the Lord Jesus Christ you and T can tal<e the promises of CoA
and bring them to Him and remind Him of His own promises.
We can take the great honour of God and remind Him of His own
promises. We can take the great honour of God and remind Him
that His glory and honour are at stake. I believe the Church shoulc
be praying like this in this day, when there is a dearth of con-
versions, when there seems to be, relatively speaking, a powerlessness
in the Church. We should be reminding God that His honour is
involved in this, that the world outside is saying, the Church is
impotent, the Church has no nessage in a scientific age, the Church
is losing the ear of the people. We should be pressing our claim and
filling our prayers with arguments. Thomas Watson says, ..Gorl
likes to be overcome with the strength of arguments".

IV.-PRESCRIBED PRAYER
We who are of the free churches hold tenaciously to spontaneous

and to free prayer, over against the Anglican Church with its
liturgical worship, but if we are to be faithful to the Scriptures, and
we must be whatever our prejudices may be, we have to recognise
that there are certain set forms of prayer given to us in Gocl,s
Word. See Num. 6: 23-26. This was a prescribed prayer. Whenever
Aaron dismisses the assembled congregation at the gate of the
Tabernacle he did so in the prescribed language of the Lord. In
the New Testament we have what we sometimes describe as The
Lord's Prayer. Our Lord gave that prayer on two distinct occasions.
A slight variation of the prayer occurs on those occasions. First
in the Sermon on the Mount in Matt. 6 He says, ..After this
manller therefore pray ye ." fn that He says after this manner,
it sug,eests that this is to be a pattern not to be slavishly adhered to
but in the spirit of this prayer we are to approach the Throne of
Grace. At the same time it is given there as a guiding prayer.
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Now in Luke l1 we have the other reference which is a shortened
form of the same prayer and is in direct response to the request of
one of His disciples.

Now the Lord Jesus Christ in the Sermon on the Mount warns
us against vain repetition but let us remember He is not condemning
repetition. What He condemns is vain repetition. There is all the
difference in the world between a formal repetition of a prayer
and a spiritual repeating of a prayer. We have to face this Biblical
principle that our Lord Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane used the
same prayer three times over. It is possible to pray spontaneously
and yet to use the same phraseology again and again. When the
heart is sluggish and cold and there is not much warmth of devotion
in the soul, it is a great stimulus to prayer not slavishly to adhere
to a set prayer. but to allow the heart to rise within the sentences
with higher and more spontaneous devotion. Begin by meditating
upon Who God is. Some of the great prayers offerecl through the
centuries by men who walked u'ith God might be a guide to help us.
Above all saturate your spirit and mind in the Psalms and turn the
language into your own and come to the Father in an intimacy of
fellowship that men like David of old enjoyed. Our experience of
God ought to be greater than that of the Psalmist. We have a pro-
gressive and final revelation of the Scriptures. We have God re-
vealed in the Lord Jesus Christ. We have the completed Word of
God. Let us then saturate ourselves in these great Psalms and bring
them to the Throne of Grace in the Name of Jesus and pray that
they may be real in our own experience.

V.-WORDLESS PRAYER

In Psalm 62:8 we read: "Pour out your heart to Him". Some-
times we cannot find expression in words. There are two occasions
when silence in prayer is perhaps the only way of approaching God.
First, when one is overwhelmed with a burden that is too deep for
human language as was the case with Hannah (see I Sam. 1: 10, 12).
That prayer was like thunder in the ears of God. And when our
burdens are too deep for expression we can be sure that the Holy
Spirit sympathises with us with -eroanings which cannot be uttered.
The other moment of silent prayer is the moment of wonder,
adoration and communion. There are times when like David, all
we can do is to go in and sit before the Lord, lost in wonder, love
and praise. To use words would almost be sacrilege. If you really
love a person, that person comes so to understand you that you can
be silent in his presence. On the other hand if you are entertaining
someone you do not know very well you have to keep up a con-
versation. And people who imagine that prayer is just talk, talk,
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llf: 
h"": lot a deep insight inro the heart of God. If rhey realtvknorv and love Him there will be times *r,"" ifr"y "un ;;ili" ,ilnlin His Presence.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 126
The whole: Classed with wisdom, righteousness, a'tl redemption asto what Christ Jesus is made uito u, oi CoO.l. The plain of Babel's buildins.
2. Where philip was found ifter the baptism of Candace,streasurer.

(To be continued'l

David said these shall not always be forgotten.
The material of John's rarment.
Where Sarah was when she laughed at the fbrecast of herson's birth.
Describes the labourers standing in the market-place.
How many chilclren did Hanna-h nuu" utt". Samuel?
Paul said this was how the Ati,enians worrtripp"O ..the un_known God'".
Reni by Mordecai.
Birthplace of Apollos.
The Preacher said this cord is not quickly broken.
Brought to the Lord Jesus.
Jezebel's father-in-law.
e1,u] and. his companions behaved to the Thessalonians as athis to her children.

3 .
4.
5.

6.
7.
8 .

9.
10.
1 1 .
12.
1 3 .
14.

SOLUTION OF No. 125.
The whole: Birthday (Mark 6:21).

1. Bathsheba (2 Sam. t2:24\.
2. Ithiel (prov. 30: 1).
3.  Rachel (Gen. 29: l6).
4. Timothy (2 Tim. t: fl.
5. Herodias (Mark 6:24.1.

.6. Discreer (Gen. 4l: 39).
7. AIms (Acts l0:4).
8. Younger (l peter 5: 5).
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Ygung Folks Pagg
NEVER OFFENDED

Tom Hunt and his wife Martha had waited for each other a lons
tin-re before they married. They were both in service, Tom perhapl
as gardener and handyman, Martha on the domestic staff. When
they had both saved a small sum, they were able to furnish the
little cottage they rented, and still keep a little in hand for the future.

Tom was a hard worker, but he had such bad attacks of lumbaeo
that he was laid up for weeks to_eether. With no wages and in thoie
days no sickness benefit, things were often very difficult. But
Martha was a splendid rvife; always brave and cheerful, she made
the best of all their circumstances. If Tom was laicl up, she would
go out to work herselt, and she managed to keep the house bright
and tidy throu-ehout. The fear of the Lord reigned in that house-
hold, bringing peace and contentment. Children were born, a boy
and a girl, and the parents took great delight in training them to
honour God's Word and Commandments and His Holy Day.

But a great grief came to the Hunt family. Martha was taken ill;
she grew quickly worse, and in a few weeks was dead. What a
terrible blow it was for poor Tom! He and Martha had loved each
other dearly; she was his support and comfort in everything. And
now the precious wife and mother was gone. But the Lord stood
by him; Tom humbly accepted the chastening discipline, and drew
courage and consolation from the promises of God.

The neighbours, seeing how well Tom managed the home, said
to each other that Tom Hunt had got over his wife's death very
quickly. They little knew what an abiding sorrow it was to Tom,
or how he missed Martha at every turn. But he was always busy
with the children and the house, ind took great pleasure in trying
to keep things as Martha would have liked.

The little boy, l'ommy, was a great delight. He was so like his
mother to look at that his father's eyes would fill with tears as he
watched his little son. He was like her in disposition as well as
looks, a cheerful happy boy, very responsive to his father's teaching.
He would listen eagerly to Tom when he read from the Bible, asking
him questions, and very happy to learn verse after verse from the
Scriptures.

But Tommy fell ill, just like his mother. He grew thin and
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bright-eyed; he lay about languidly instead of rushing out to play.
His father grew anxious, and took-him at last to the ioctor. .iTou
late! " said the doctor; "he will go the same way as his mother".
The little boy died a peaceful. l.ppy death, trusting in the Lord
Jesus.

Now there was only sarah left. If she had been like her brother,
the home might still have been a happy one. But Sarah was a
strange moody child, sulky and bad_tempered, and her father
hardly knew how to cope with her. How he longecl for Martha's
patience and wisdcm! Sarah would hardly ,p.ik to her father;
his affectionate advances were rudely repelled. when Tom as usual
read aloud from the Bible, the little girl sulked more than ever.
At last, when she was twelve or thirteen, Sarah announced that she
was going into service;-she had founcl a place, and would be setting
off -next day. She took no notice of rom's warnings ancl aclvice;
he had to fet her go, hoping and praying that away fJom home the
Lord would meet the wilful child and sfeak to her heart.

In a few months Sarah came home; she was ill and could not
work. Tom's heart almost failed as he looked upon his chilcl, for
he feared there was death in her face. The docior's verdict con-
firmed his fear; he said he could do nothing for the girl.

Sarah was very angry. She said she would not die; she would
get better and go away again. It was dreadful for Tom to hear her
defiant rebellin-q against God, but it drove him more ancl more to
prayer for his little da'.rghter. He did all he could for his last
darling, and before the e'd came, the Lord granted him his petition;
sarah's last weeks gave evidence of a brokJn and contrite deart.

Three funerals and so much illness had taken all rom's savings;
his back gave him more and more trouble, and work was out lf
the question. He was getting old now, too. But the peace of GoJ
in Tom's heart shone in his face, and he looked ,o "uf. and happy
as he sat in his cotrage door that nobody v,,ould think he hatl ever
known trouble.

, _One {ay his landlord called. ..f hope you'll not be offencled,
Master Hunt, but I'm afraid you'll have to move from here. This
house.is too big for you all by yourself, and I mean to do it up anJ
get a bi-qger rent for it. But I hope you won,t be offended".

Tom smiled and said at once, ..No; 
of course I'll be sorry: but

I'm not offended-I'm never offended". ,.yes", said the lordlo;,"I've always heard that you make light of your troubles". ,,Oh
no! " said rom, "how could I ever make ligrit of troubles such as
I've had? But you see I know better than to-be offended,'. ..How,s
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that then?" said the landlord; "I'm always getting offended, but I
wish I could take things like you do". "So you may", said Tom,
"just as much as me". Putting on his spectacles, old Tom pulled
his Bible to him, and pointed to the verse in the hundred and nine-
teenth Psalm which says "Great peace have they which love Thy
law, and nothing shall oflend them". "There it is then", said Tom,
"and that's a sure and certain truth. God has sent me great
afflictions, but I love His law. ln my worst sorrows I have had great
peace, and nothing He sends can offend me. And I'll surely not be
offended at anything man can do to me! "

The landlord thought his tenant looked very frail and old. "I'll

wait a bit", he thought, "and not turn the old man out".
It was not many months before Tom died. He passed away in

"great peace", still in the old cottage to which he had brought his
bride. And the landlord never forgot the old man's words. When
he was tempted to rebel against Providence, or to be annoyed with
people around him, he would ask himself, "Why am I offended?
Do I love God's law? For if I do I shall have peace, great peace,
whatever happens! " Darr,ranrS.

POST SCRIPT
We are sorry for any delay in the arrival of the August magazine

-the postal strike at the end of July caused widespread delays.


