
SEPTEMBER, 1965

The

Gospel Magozine
and Protestant Beacon:

WITII WHICH tS TNOON,PORATED

rEUe Mtttisb Sro testant

Eorrrp Ey rnE Rsv. H. M. Crnsox, 8.A., B.D.

EONTENTS

Editorial

PAGE

385

388

390

399

4tl

416

430

GOSPEL MAGAZINE OFFICE:

6 9  F L E E T  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  E .  C . 4
. May be obtained of any Bookseller.

I

a
I'il

Y.

L
ESTABLISHED A.D. t766 One Sfrifling ond Three Pence hlonthly

. (8y Posf -17/6 per Annuml



IIiE

G O S P B L  M A G A Z I N E
.. 

@MFORT YE, @MFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SATTH YOUN, OOD 
"

..ENDEAVOURTNG 
TO KEEP THE UNTTY OF TTIE SPTRTT IN 'ITIE BOND OF PEACT,,

..JESUS 
CHRIST. THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY, AND FOR EVER 

"

No. 1356
New Series SEPTEMBER. 1965 No. 2356

Old Series

b
EDITORIAL

A man's attitude to money is a strong indication of his spiritual
condition. Regeneration brings in its train a new sense of values
and a new awareness of responsibility to use aright the money
entrusted by God. The unregenerate man of course thinks a great
deal about money, and much of his planning and working have
as their chief aim the accumulation of money with a view to
spending it on personal needs. Thus in the eyes of the world the
successful man is the one who has, as they say, done well. The
happy man for them is the man who has a good bank balance.

Now this approach is quite understandable, for it springs from
the underlying spiritual state of the man. He has no true fear of
God before his eyes, but on the contrary, he is self-centred. Hence
he does not view his possessions as something with which God has
put him in trust. Instead he thinks of them as being essentially his
own to be used exactly as he chooses. He is a creature of this world,
for the kingdom of God is a foreign land to him. As a result the
things of this world loom large in his thinking, and of course
money is the means for enjoying so many of these material things.
Then again his horizon is limited to this life. Death he tries to forget
and etemity he ignores. As a consequence of this he thinks of
making this life as comfortable and as happy as he can, and this
once again means having money at his disposal.

Now for the Christian old things have passed away. He is a new
creation, and he finds that his whole mode of thinking is aftected
by the new life imparted by the Spirit of God. He becomes increas-
ingly God-centred in his thinking. How can he continue to reckon
anything as exclusively his own? He is simply a steward and every-
thing he has he looks on as a trust from heaven to be used to
God's glcry. He sees himself not simply as a creature of this world
limited to the few short years he spends here. He belongs rather
to the Commonwealth of heaven, and his eyes are now set on the
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celestial city. But knowing that when he reaches the final stage of
his pilgrimage he will leave this world as naked as he was when
he entered it, he learns to sit lightly to the things of this world, and
to view the curency of this world accordingly.

The New Testament is however always realistic. It is quite clear
that a man may be truly born again while he may still retain obvious
traces of his old ways. Even in the truly Godly there are persistent
reminders of the presence of the old nature. The spirit lusteth
against the flesh-here is the conflict with which we are only too
familiar. Thus while ideally the Christian has a new attitude to
money as to everything else, in sober fact he all too often drifts into
selfish and worldly attitudes. It is for this reason that scripture does
not leave holiness in the realm of spontaneous development but
gives particular instructions rvith specific commands and prohi'
bitions. On the matter of giving it has a great deal to say.

We tend to magnify the particular need in order to encourage
people to give buiScripture-probes more deeply. Thusrrhile Paul
c.ttuioty goes into detail about the specific needs of the poor

Christiansln Judea for whom he was raising money, he also deals
with the principles which lie behind the giving. After all it is the
whole attitude of -ind and heart which really counts. A particular
need may be met, a specific appeal may be heeded, and yet tho-se
who givi may not have learnt the real lessons which underlie
Christian giving.

Giving ttrat ii truly pleasing to God springs from the consecration
of the fiIe. It is becauie a man has given himself whole heartedly to
God that he gives his money. Indeed the offering of his money
should be fikJa gift to his wife, sinnply the outward expression of
his love. Having heard the call of Romans l2_l\ beseech you

therefore brethren by the mercies of God that you present your

bodies a living sacrifice holy acceptable unto God which is your

reasonable seriice"- he presents hirnself and in so doing ofters his
gifts. So Paul commends the Macedonian believers for their

lenerosity but he notes that "they first gave their own selves to the

Lord." (2 Cor. 8:5).
Inevitably such giving is sacrificial in character. The poor_widow

cited by the Lord gave ati that she had. The Macedonian believers,
already quoted, give out of their deep poverty' It was not merely

the amount the/gave which was so impressive, but the smallness

of their rerource.] The Christian does not meet all his own needs

and then scrape together what is left over to grvg to God' His
giving to Godk work is the primary charge on his budget'- 

fhire is nothing of the giudging or reluctant spirit in this kind
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of oftering. The Lord, says Paul,.l'loveth a cheerful giver" Q Cor.
9: 7). The word translated "cheerful" is very similar to our English
word hilarious. It suggests an overflowing delight in being able to
give. It is not a case of a necessary obligation being imposed on a
rather reluctant believer. It is rather the wholehearted and willing
response of glad-hearted obedience.

Our giving is not however to be haphazard. Paul does not leavo
it to generous impulses-even to those which spring from the right
motives. Such impulses have a habit of being rather irregular!
He insists that we are to give regularly and according to a definite
plan. "Upon the first day of the week, let every one of you lay
by him in store as God hath prospered him" (l Cor. 16:2). Here is
grving that is both regular and systematic.

Some may ask about the amount to be given. The operative
principle here surely is "as God hath prospered him." It is not a
case of fulfilling the minimum required but giving increasingly in
proportion as God prospers. Many Christians have found a helpful
guide in the Old Testament method of tithing and give a tenth of
their income. This is of course not a legal requirement, in the sense
that by complying with it we gain God's favour. The Christian does
not reason that way. God's favour is his by grace alone, and his
obedience is rather the response of grateful thanks to his Redeemer.
But he reasons that if the people of the old covenant gave so
readily, he who enjoys the fuller light of the new covenant must
give at least as liberally. Hence the tithe seems a valid proportion-
as long at it is realised that it is not to be interpreted as a rigid
minimum. There will be times for additional special offerings and
if God greatly prospers, naturally the proportionate giving should
also increase.

In Scripture there are different needs to be met. There are those
who are in physical need and this is a special demand when they
belong to "the household of faith" (Gal. 6: 10). The ministry of the
local church is to be maintained for, says Paul, God has ordained
"that those who preach the gospel should live of the gospel" (l Cor.
9: 14). In view of the way that some churches try to rationalise
their own failure by claiming that they keep their minister poor
for a spiritual purpose, Paul would reply, "Let him that is taught
in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things"
(Gal. 6:6). This support of the ministry is not, however, to be
confined to the local church. Paul was not the minister of a local
church but an apostle engaged in missionary labours, but the
Philippian believers saw clearly their responsibility not merely to-

(Continued at bottom of page 415).
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tl)ftin (h-opoulian i6
John J. Murrav

In the present ecclesiastical set-up, co-operation has become a
complex problem. It is now no longer confined to those directly
involved in the ecumenical movement. Sponsors of evangelistit
campaigns have shown a readiness to woo the support of neo.
orthodox leaders. Churchman of liberal outlook are to be found on 

'

the platform at evangelistic rallies. Evangelists have justified this
alignment on the grounds that it brings the Gospel to a greater
number of people.

In recent months, co-operation has taken effect on a new front-
the field of Christian literature. The "Feed the Minds of Millions"
c_ampaign originated by the Archbishop of York and launched by
the Queen Mother with the support of the Prime Minister and many
church leaders has gained national and international recognition.
The aim of the campaign is to treble the circulation of the Scriptures
and greatly to increase the distribution of Christian lilerature.

With these aims, the evangelical must have the greatest sympathy.
Indeed the evangelical is more directly interested in this work than
any and it is frankly a problem to him how the liberals and the
neo-orthodox with their views of Scripture and conceptions of the
Gospel can really be concerned about the distribution of the Word
and the dissemination of the historic Christian faith.

Whatever their motives, however, we are faced with the fact that
the large majority of those sponsoring the "Feed the Minds" cam-
paign are liberal in their beliefs, if indeed some could even be
Iegitimately described as convinced churchmen. The evangelical
viewpoint has practically been ignored. The Archbishop of York's
Fund has been formed with a target of fl milli6l to provide
f,250,000 for the W.C.C.'s literature work and to assist such British
agencies as the S.P.C.K., the United Society for Christian Literature
and the British and Foreign Bible Society.

It is obvious that evangelical literature agencies cannot hope to
compete with such a project. Some evangelicals have argued, there-
fore, along the line of the adage, "If you can't beat them, join them".
Let us use the opportunity before us, they say, and exploit the set-
up as best we can for the advantage of the Gospd. Brethren who
differ from them in this are called "separated evangelicals" and
these "are to be won (as one writer put it recently) in0o co-operation
in such enterprises as the church at large see to be vital".
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Why does the "separated evangelical" hold to the policy of non-
ceoperation? This is the vital question. He must have some com-
pelling reason, or else he is guilty of a great dereliction of duty-
rvith-holding support from a cause that has in view the spiritual and
moral betterment of humanity. Indeed he has! He believes that a
matter of principle is involved here.

kt us consider it this way. The evangelical has no objection to
working with unbelievers for the relief of physical suffering and
distress. Many give generous support, in an unofficial way, to such
projects as famine relief, whether undertaken by voluntary societies
or church organisations. In this the evangelical is simply doing his
duty as a member of society. Co-operation, however, ceases to be
possible as soon as the presentation of the Biblical Gospel is in-
volved. The liberal, as we have noticed, is interested in the distribu-
tion of the Scriptures and the preaching of the Gospel but one has
only to read his works to see that what he understands by the Word
and the Gospel is something entirely different from the evangelical
concept. He in fact preaches "another Gospel" and so comes under
the curse of the Apostle (Galatians 1. 8.9).

The Scriptures seem to be clear on the attitude that we should
take to the man who abides not in the doctrine of Christ. We are
not to have fellowship with him, nor to bid him God speed, II John,
9-l l. The evangelical, if he is to be faithful to the Lord who commit-
ted the Gospel to him, must of necessity expose the false teachers-
the wolves in sheep's clothing. Surely this instantly rules out any
question of co-operation. Any alliance that is formed must be based
on some kind of conspiracy of silence.

The policy of non-co-operation as practised by the "separated

evangelical" is therefore firmly grounded on what he believes to be
a Scriptural principle. He frankly finds it difficult to understand how
the evangelicals who do co-operate with liberals are able to reconcile
their position. He may be forgiven for thinking at times that he is
fighting against an attitude of mind in his brethren which it is
atnost impossible to do anything about.

Much more could be said. The co-operating evangelical is ignor-
ing the lessons of history. He is endangering the truth for genera-
tions to come. He is causing divisions among brethren where there
need not be any, and he is only causing confusion in the minds of
ordinary christians. If liberals are sponsoring campaigns in which
the true Gospel is preached, if they are contributing to the increase
of scripture circulation let us rejoice-as Paul did (Phil 1.18)-that
Christ is preached, but let us not compromise our witness to the
truth by joining with them.

I
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SER.MON

THE WAY BACK TO GOD
H. M. CARSON

"I will heal their baclaliding, I will love them freely: for mine
anger is turned away from him.

I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and
cast forth his roots as Lebanon.

His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive
tree, and his smell as Lebanon.

They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive
as the corn, and grow as the vine; the scent thereof shall be as the
wine of Lebanon."-Hosea 14:4-7.

There is a tremendous gulf between the religion of the Bible
and the religion that men devise for themselves. When a man begins
to think about religous issues, he inevitably s€ems to think in terms
of duties that he has got to perform; he thinks in terms of what he
must do in order to achieve God's favour, the things he must offer,
the works he must perform. Indeed you see that in some of the
approaches made in the New Testament. There is the one who
comes to Jesus and says, "What good thing must I do that I may
inherit eternal life?" When the Philippian gaoler cries out to the
apostles, he has the same kind of approach, "What must I do to b
saved?" So men constantly misunderstand the gospel when they
begin to think about spiritual issues. They inevitably seem to think
of God as someone who requires them to do this and that, and they
hope that by the performance of their duties they will reach a
position where they can say that they are accepted by God. But
biblical religion is far removed from that. It is not in terms of what
man is to do and what man is to contribute but it is rather in terms
of what God has done and what God promises to do. Man's religion
is so often in terms of climbing a ladder of his own achievement, man
reaching up towards God, but biblical religion is in terms of God
Almighty stooping to man.

This is why we talk about the religion of the Bible as being a
religion of grace; God freely and with undeserved favour con-
descends to men in their need and He stoops to reach them. Well
now, you get that here in the refrain that keeps coming in these
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verses: "I wiII heal the backsliding, I wiII love them freely, I will be
as the dew unto Israel." This refrain-I will do this and this and
this-is the refrain of God's grace. Here is a chain of promises,
God speaking of the blessing which He purposes to the one who
turns back from his sin and turns in penitence to God. This refrain,
this chain of promises is, as it were, the other side of God's demands
which comes in the law. When you hear the ten commandments,
they are in these terms; "Thou shalt, thou shalt not." But God's
reply to the man who has heard the law and who has seen his
inability to keep the law, is in terms of promise. "Thou shalt, thou
shalt not", says the law and a man finds that he is guilty, but God
replies, "I will forgive, I will heal, I will restore, I will bless." That
is why in the New Testament you get the law of God as it were set
over against the gospel. God's law lays down God's solemn re'
quirements and because those requirements come with such power,
men know they must obey, and they discover too that they are un-
able to obey, the standard is so high. They can only acknowledge
their sin and their guilt. But the gospel comes as God's reply to
man in this plight. Has he heard the law? Has he discovered his
own impotence, his helplessness, his guilt? Well God has the word
of grace for him in the gospel, "I will heal, I will bless."

How fitting it is that such a word should come at the end of this
prophecy that we have been considering together, because this
prophecy is on the one side a tremendous statement of God's law.
In this prophecy, Hosea shows God's righteousness and the tremen-
dous demands which God makes upon men and women. In this
prophecy Hosea has been showing too the ugliness of sin. He has
depicted it in terms of unfaithfulness, of base ingratitude of unclean-
ness, and therefore this prophecy has had a great deal of rebuke in
it. God comes with words of stern rebuke and of solemn warning.
How fitting it is therefore that in this closing chapter, the whole tone
of voice is changed. God has stricken down, God has humbled men
in the dust, and now to the one who is truly seeking, God has a
gracious word of ready forgiveness. "I will heal their backsliding'
I will love them freely, I will be as the dew unto fsrael."

Well let us together look at these promises of God to the man or
the woman who is truly seeking for God. He says, "I will heal their
backsliding;" and backsliding here just means unfaithfulness, turn-
ing aside from God. It means going in the wrong direction, following
the path of self-pleasing rather than setting the heart to follow after
God; it means simple disobedience. Here it is pictured as being a
diseased condition, which of course is no unusual picture in the
Bible. You will remember the prophet Isaiah spoke in very strong

39r
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terms: "The whole head is sick and the whole heart faint; from the
sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no soundness in it, but
wounds and bruises and putrifying sores; they have not been closed
nor bound up, neither mollified with ointment." you see the Bible
treats sin seriously. The Bible never makes excuses as we make
excuses for sin. The Bible treats sin as a diseased condition and
therefore a condition which is in sore need of radical treatment and
healing.

__This is why indeed you get so many health metaphors in the Bible.
The man who has not received the gospel is picturid as being a man
who is deaf. Of course he can hear many things-indeed lie hears
many a thing which he would be better not hearing at all, but he
does not hear the word of God. He may hear it outwardly, he may
sit in church and listen to sermon after sermon, but he is deaf to thl
inner voice of the Spirit speaking to his heart. He is blind. He may
see many things in the world around him, but the eyes of his soul
cannot see. He cannot see the ugliness of sin, and he cannot see the
seriousness of his position. He is all the time making excuses to his
conscience and he does not see that he is lost and helpless. He does
not see Christ. He has some dim understanding, some distant view
of a figure whom he sees in the pages of the New Testament but he
has never seen the glory of the Son of God. He has never seen the
wonder of Calvary, and his eyes have never been opened to see the
majesty of this mighty Saviour. He has never seen what God can
really do with him and for him, but he just drifts on from day to day,
spiritually blind. Or again, he is pictured as being lame. Instead of
walking in the King's highway, stepping forward towards the Celes-
tial City, he is stumbling and limping. Indeed you hear the Old
Testament prophet challenging the men of Israel: How long are you
going to halt, to limp along, between two opinions? If the Lord be
God, follow Him. So often men are spiritually lame, and instead of
walking in the paths of righteousness, they are stumbling in the ditch
and are covered with the slime of the slough. This is a'condition
therefore that needs healing, and there is none that can heal this
condition but God Himself. It is a serious condition because the
disease is constantly spreading. Leprosy, in the days before they
invented rnodern drugs, had this character that it just continued its
insidious growth until the man's whole body was corrupted by it.
And sin, which nothing can arrest but the grace of God, gradually
extends its power right through a life. Sin is a killing disease, it
ultimately brings eternal death, and it is in this situation that God
speaks saying, I will heal this diseased condition; "I will heal their
backsliding." When a man is spiritually sick, spiritually diseased,
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God pictures a new man, a man who has been reborn, refashioned,
recreated; a man who has been spiritually renewed; a man whose
spiritual sickness has been healed.

If you want to see the pattern of that sickness, just turn to the
gospels. Look at the Son of God and see Him going around healing
all manner of sickness, and see it not just as this and that occurenc€
when He meets this and that man in his need, but see it rather as a
sign, as a token of what the Son of God can do for us in our spiritual
need. Look at Christ as He encounters a man who is deaf and as a
result is unable to speak, and see Him bring that gift of healing so
that the man can hear, can hear the voice of Christ Himself and can
tell forth God's praises, praises that surely came that day, not from
his lips only, but from the depths of his heart. Or blind Bartimaeus
outside Jericho-"Thou Son of David", he cries, "have mercy
upon me", and the Lord of course had mercy that day and brought
sight to Bartimaeus. There was the man at the pool of Bethesda who
had lain there paralysed for years; others could go out into the
country, others could go about their business, but he lay there crip-
pled and helpless, and to him came Christ, and all the power of the
Sovereign God was available and that man was healed. Or see that
most abject of examples in the gospel of human misery and human
need- the leper an outcast even from his own family. He said,"Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean." And there was that
ready response from Christ, "I will; be thou clean."

Well here are signs, here are indications of what God does when
He heals backsliding, when He meets us in our spiritual malady.
Does He find us deaf, dulled by sin so that we cannot hear the word?
Well, in His amazing mercy He unstops our ears, so that the gospel
comes to us with a thrilling note. We hear it now. We heard it
before, we have heard it often, but now it rings with a newness and a
freshness, and we realise that it is for us. This is no longer a word
given to men in the mass, it becomes the word of the living God
spoken to the individual's heart. Here is the man, blind to his sin and
blind to his Saviour, and now the eyes of his heart are opened and
he sees what he is. He sees the ugliness and the foulness of his
condition but he sees what he never saw before, that this Christ who
came into the world to save sinners, has come to save him, and he
looks and he lives. This one who is stumbling in sin, now finds him-
self lifted up, and strength given to him that he is able to walk in the
paths of righteousness. This one, spiritually diseased, finds that he
is clean and renewed. God says, "I will heal their backsliding."

It is not a cure that is easily accomplished and it is a cure that is
sometimes painfully accomplished. If you have got an abscess,

I
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sometimes it needs to be lanced; if you have got an ulcer sometimes
it requires surgical treatment; and when a man is diseased with sin,
sometimes the hand that brings healing brings a gteat deal of pain at
the same time. That is why the preaching of the gospel is not always
palatable. That is why it humbles men, because the preaching' if it
is true to this gospel, exposes sin and shows it for what it is. No
doctor is content just to treat symptoms, he wants to expose the
condition in order that he may apply a proper remedy. And the
gospel exposes our diseases, our spiritual maladies, in order that we
may have adequate treatment in this healing by God Himself' "I

will heal their backsliding."
There is a further promise: "I will heal their backsliding; 1 will

love them freely;" and the wonder, the amazing wonder of this free
love of God! Someone might say, But surely this is obvious; is this
not one of the basic statements of the New Testament that God is
love? That is perfectly true, but it is never so obvious that the
Christian can say it without a sense of wonder. How amazing it is
that this God loves such as us, and certainly if you read this
prophecy of Hosea, the whole message of the prophecy is just this-
how amazing is this love of God. After all, Hosea's own love was an
amazingthing. His wife had behaved in this appalling way, she had
been unfaithful to him, and you could have quite understood had
Hosea reached the point of saying he would have nothing further to
do with her. There would have been no blame attached to him at all
had he taken that step and reached that position. Instead of that you
see the incredible love of this man who still loved her in her unfaith-
fulness because of course Hosea was being raised up by God to
mirror His love for Israel. When we see Gomer, Hosea's wife, still
the object of his love, well we are to learn how amazing is the love
of God that He looks upon men who have rebelled against Him, men
who have gone their own way, men who have persisted in disobedi'
ence, and still He loves them.

He says, "I will love them freely"-love them without requiring
that they make some payment in order to have that love-I love them
freely. This is a love which is unbought; this is a love which is freely
bestowed. After all, in this particular situation' what payment could
Gomer have made? What could she have done to atone for her past
unfaithfulness and shame? Obviously nothing. She had gone so far
that she certainly could not have atoned for what she had done.
Were she to come back, it was because she was loved freely. What
reparation can we make for our sin? What atonement can we make?
The answer is-None. If we come, we come because God freely
loves. Toplady had it in mind surely when he wrote his great hymn:
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"Not the labour of mY hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zealno resPite know'
Could my tears for ever flow;
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone."

God does not say, Do this and this, and I will reward you. God
says, Come as you are, in your sin, in your unfaithfulness, and I
will heal your backsliding and I will love you freely.

Why is this love so free? Why is it so unhindered? Because, says
God, "My anger is turned away from him." God's anger is a
reality. TLis is not something with which we can trifle and of which
*" cun speak glibly and lightly. God is a God of holiness. The
apostle who sairl, "God is love," was the very same apostlg *h9
.uid, "God is light," and when we stand in that blazing light' aU
our sin is shown up. We can often deceive others. Indeed there
are times when we suceed in deceiving ourselves; but the apostle
Paul would say, God is not mocked. Do not deceive yourself, when
you stand in the light of His presence, you see what you really are,
ind in that you sie the inevitability of God's anger against sin.
But now God is saying, My anger is passed away and as it were
the hindrance is removed, and I will love them freely. Surely this
is the wonder of Calvary? This is what it is all about. What hap'
pened at Calvary? God showed His anger against sin' -God mani-
iested His wrath against sin. God showed that sin inevitably requires
a penalty to be exacted. So we see the One who was "bruised for
our iniquities," the One who "bore our transgressions in His own
body on the tree." But because that has happened, God's anqer-is
turned away, and God says that for His sake' for the sake of the
One who died for sinners, "I will love them freely."

Then we have the third promise-"I will heal their backsliding,
I will love them freely, I wilt be as tlrc dew unto Israel," and God
surely is speaking in this picture, which would have been very vivid
to thi people of the land where Hosea dwelt, of the way He comes
in refrishing power. It is the picture of the land under a blazing
eastern sunl right through the day the sun has beaten down and
the ground is parched and dry. As it were, it almost gasps for
watei, but there is no rain . Then during the night the dew comes
down, and if you go out in the early morning, the dew is sparkling
in the early morning sunshine and everything seems fresh and new.
God says, i'I will be as the dew unto Israel." I will come to the man
who is spiritually dry and parched and I will refresh him.

How does this dryness come? Do you remember the Psalmist
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recalling his own experience? In Psalm 32 he is recalling how God
had spoken to him about his sin but how he had been reluctant to
confess. What is the result of this refusal to confess his sin and
acknowledge what he really is? To quote his own vivid words-"My moisture is turned into the drought of summer.', What hap-
pened? Well, life just seemed to go dry as far as hewas concerned.
Before there had been many things which added zest to life. There
was the world about him-so many things to attract, so many things
he might enjoy. But now he had suddenly come face to face with his
real need and these things could no longer meet his need, they
could no longer satisfy. He found he was just dried up and he
needed refreshing. And when a man has heard the gospel really
coming home to his heart, when he is really awakened to his need,
the things that once appealed to him, appeal no longer. The things
which once thrilled him, now they just pall upon him. His appetite
is jaded as far as those things are concerned. There is one thing he
wants, and that is to know God, and he feels dry and parched until
God comes to him. But rvhen he receives the gospel, when he turns
to this Christ, it is just like the dew coming down on the dry
ground. His whole life is refreshed and renewed, and he has the
thrill of knowing God for himself, the joy of walking in fellowship
with his Creator.

God says, I will be as the dew unto Israel, bringing refreshing,
bringing renewal, and so here the prophet turns to different planis
in order to convey something of the meaning ot what he is talking
about. He turns to the lily, the lily of the valley in all its loveliness;
that one indeed which the Lord Jesus took that day when He said,"Consider the lilies of the field how they grow; they toil not, neither
do they spin, and yet I say unto you that Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these." But of course the lily just lasts
for a time and then it perishes, and so he turns to the cedar. The
cedars of Lebanon, towering trees, seemingly eternal, lasting for
years; but there is no fruit there, so he turns to another picture
and he speaks of the olive tree producing fruit, a tree that is useful,
producing food. And all these pictures are in order to convey the
significance of this promise, "I will be as the dew unto Israel." I
will bring a beauty into the life so that this life which formerly
was like a desert with just scrub and thornbush, just stunted bushes
there, of sin and unrighteousness, this life will be so renewed by my
Spirit that there will be a beauty there. Perhaps not beauty as far as
men are concerned-in fact they may despise what they see hap-
pening, but as far as God is concerned, which is the only thing that
really matters, He will see a new beauty in this transformed life.
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He will see a new strength, like the cedars of Lebanon stretching
out their roots and becoming strongly rooted in the ground, so God
will see this man renewed, refreshed, strengthened, and established
in the faith. He will see this man bringing forth fruit.

It is a life that is transformed by the Spirit of God, and it is not
a selfish experience; he says, "They that dwell under his shadow
shall return." What is he speaking about? Well, it is the picture

of a tree, a cedar perhaps, with a blazinghot day, and people shelt-er
in the cool shade of tfre cedar away from the blazing heat of the
sun. The picture in the prophet's mind is just this, that here is a
man in wliose heart God has worked, and now his life becomes a
blessing to others. Just as a man may shelter beneath a cedar,
away fiom the blazing heat of the sun, so this man's life becomes a
means of refreshment and renewal to others. What a contrast to
what he once was. Because sin is influential, the man who lives on

in his sin does not live to himself. He influences others and it is a

corrupting influence; he corrupts others and brings them down into
the same miserable condition. But this new life is also influential'
The man who has been healed of his backsliding, the man who

knows the love of Christ in his heart, the man who has been re-

newed by the power of God, does not live to himself' He becomes
a means of blessing to others, so that others who are in need can
find in him one who has come along this same path and has a word

for them. Others who feel themselves desperately in need of a

word from God, can find in such a one a living word spoken in

their ear. because this one has himself been healed; he has himself
been loved and has himself been renewed'

What promises these are and they are simply th9 seque-l to the

call whicir came at the beginning of this chapter, "O Israel, return
unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity'" Il

fact this whole prophecy has just been one long call from-God;
"O Israel," he iays, "return"; and to the man who is beginning
to return, these promises ring in his ears. It is like the prodigal,-in

Christ's parablel when he returns, he finds the father coming with

a ready welcome.
I have tried on these Sunday evenings to re-echo this call of

Hosea, which is ultimately to re'echo this call of God' He says,

Return, turn back from sin, turn unto the Lord thy God' That is

why I have tried to echo Hosea's tremendous indictment of sin.

I have tried to follow him as he has shown sin in all its ugliness, in

all its uncleanness. That is why I have brought these rebukes from
this prophecy because they are the rebukes the sinner needs. That
is why I'have brought these words of urgent warning, because this is

I

I
I
I
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not some trifling matter that we can consider or reject; this is some'
thing that affects our eternal destiny, where we shall spend eternity.
And now I bring you tonight, as we come towards the close of this
prophecy, this call of grace; God says, "Return," and to the one who
returns, "I will heal, I will love, I will renew."

I believe that there are those who are seeking to know Christ for
themselves and I believe that one thing that they are requiring is to
know the assurance within that they really have been forgiven. I
wonder are there any here tonight, and this has been one of the
unresolved questions in your mind? How can I know? Can I be
sure? Well, quite clearly the Bible is written in order that men may
know. Paul says, "I know whom I have believed"-not "I think"
but "I know." "These things are written," says the apostle John,
"that you may know that you have eteranl life." How can I know?
Itrow can there be this assurance? I ask you in reply, How does this
word come to us tonight? Is it not in terms of promise-I will, I
will, I will. Well what is the response to a promise? It is to ask,
how reliable is the person who speaks? How reliable is God
Almighty? Does He deceive? Does He make a promise and then
forget? No, surely the answer is that He is utterly reliable. When
God speaks, He is true to His word. We may depend completely on
what He says.

If God comes to the sinner, to the man who is seeking for forgive-
ness, when God comes and speaks a word of promise, the seeker can
rely on that promise, and it is through his reliance on that promise,
that he finds assurance. He can say "I know"; it has happened to
me, this new birth of which I have read is a reality now; this Christ
who was a distant figure is now my living Saviour. Well pray, pray
from your heart, that God will write these promises upon your
heart. It is not a case you see of saying, well here is a word in the
Bible, I must try and make this word my own, I must try and
persuade myself that this is true. Oh no, that way only brings you
into further frustration. It is rather a case of saying, here are the
promises, how rich they are, how full they are. "Lord I believe,
help thou mine unbelief." Lord give me grace to receive these pro-
mises as for me. Lord help me to stand upon these promises. Help
me Lord to rejoice that these promises are to be fulfilled in my life.
Oh may God give us grace, each one, to hear this call to return, but
to hear as well these words of promise which bring assurance and
peace. "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, I will
be as the dew unto Israel."

*
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C. I{. SPURGEON
D. ARMSTRONG

On lgth April, 1854 at a special meeting of the New Park Street
Baptist Church a call was made out to the Rev' C. H' Spurgeon'
"D-early Beloved in Christ Jesus' I have received your una-nq9u.s
invitati'on, as contained in a resolution passed by you on the 19th
instant, desiring me to accept the pastorate among you' -No.length-
ened reply is iequired; there is but one answer to so loving and

cordial in invitation. I accept i1,"(t) ve16fs Spurgeon in reply' So

began a long and successful ministry in London of 38 years which

caire to a cl,ot. with Spurgeon's death on 31st January, 1892' , - -
spurgeon's ministry in 

-London 
was one of the most remarkable

teaturei of religious iife in England in the last century yet- little is

known of his eirly years there. The purpose of this essay is to try

to understand some-of his deepest thoughts in those early years and

to learn some necessary lessons from them.
When Spurgeon began his ministry in London he was not 20 years

of age und y.I in twJyears New Park Street Chapel with a seating
"upaiity of 1,200 could not accomrnodate the crowds who came to

hear him preach. The congregation was forced to move to the

Exeter Hafl for its evening service and then to the Surrey Gardens
Music Hall, capable of holding six to ten thousand people' During

these years of outward success, however, Spurgeon was very-con-
scious of his own weakness. He recognised that what was being
done in the hearts of the people was God's work and not his own'

He speaks of his weakness, "Here in this pulpit I haveoften learned
mv weakness, when words have fled from me, and thoughts have

departed too, and when that zeal which I thought would have
poured itself forth like a cataract, has trickled forth in unwilling
irops like a sullen stream, the source of which doth almost fail,

and which seemeth itself as if it longed to be dried up and dead'

And after preaching, how have I cast myself upon my bed, -and
tossed to and fro, groaning because I thought I had failed to deliver

my message and had not preached -my Master's Word as my

M|ster *o-utd have me preach it."(2) He speaks of times when he

399

(l) C. H. Spurgeon, "The Early Years," 1834-1859, page 259'
(2) 1858 Volume Page 362'
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was glad to bring the sermon to a closeo) and of the difficultv of
-sermon preparation experienced by all ministers of Christ.@ yet
in- spite of his consciousness of weakness God *as utessing his
ministry to a multitude of people. He speaks of his huppi;;, i"
seeing in a year not less than a thousand *tto nua been con'verted.G)
In preface to 1857 volume of sermons he speaks about the church
meetings being joyous occasions, .,for we have there heard mar_
vellous stories of profligates reclaimed, drunkards .onuerted uno
desponding souls delivered.',
, spurgeon's success in London was all the more remarkable
because of the deadness of the churches around him. He ;;t"i"t
brought criticism rrFon his_ own head by speaking out pruirry uluinr't
coldness in th-e pulpit and deadness ln ttre pew: ..Let u, ,p"-ut ot
things as we find them. we do believe thatihe church hur iorit",
zeal and h91 elergy. -B9t what do men say to us? .Oh! you are
too excited!' Good God! Excited when men are being damned:
Excited! when we have a mission of heaven to preaci to dying
souls. Excited! preaching too much! when souli are lost. . . I
can I bear to see the lazhess, the slothfulness, the indifference of
ministers, and of churches, without speaking? No! there must be a
protest entered, and we enter it now. Oh! Church of God, thou
hast a name to live and art dead: thou art not watchful, Awake!
Awake! Arise from the dead and christ shall give trree lllnr"<or
He makes his protest against the Moderatism pre-valent in so"many
Protestant pulpits at this time: "Men do not hear the truth as they
used' The velvet mouth is succeeding to the vervet cushion, ani
the organ is- the only thing in the building which giveth toittr a
certain sound. . . . oh, if we had some of the old scoi=ch preachers!
Those Scotch preachers made Kings tremble; they werd no men's

( l )

(2)

(3)

1857 Volume page 200, "My voice fails me again and my
tlo1tg.hts too. I was weary this morning when I came into thisPyV,! qn! Loryweary now. Sometimis I am ioyiui,"i;i";,
!( fgel-in the P-ulpit as if I could preach loreviri at other iimei
I feel glad to close."
1857 Yolume page-255, ."God is my witness, I scarcely everprepare for my -pulpit .with pleasyre! study for the pulpit is to
me the most irksome in the world.,'
1.857 -Volume-page 197, ". . . . but then God gave me souls bv
hundreds, who were added to-my church and in one year it
wqs ryy -hlppiness to see not lesi than a thousand prr'roiAii
who had ben converted."
1856 Volume page tll.(4)
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serviints; they were very lords, wherever they went, because each
of them said, God has given me a message, my brow is like
adamant against men; I will speak what God bids me. Like Micah'
they said,:As the Lord my God liveth' whatsoever my God saith
unto me, that will I speak."(l)

Let it be remembeied, however, that it was not with a sense of
spiritual superiority that Spurgeon spoke words like these. It was
bicause the passion of his soul was to see the Church of Jesus
Christ revived and quickened and the lost gathered in. Men were
dying without Chrisi; and without Christ they were dying witholt
trbpel Spurgeon longed that the life of God would revive the
chirch's-deadness and make her mighty to meet the need of the
hour.

It is easy for us today to see how such plain and even blunt
preaching could be greatly misrepresented and easily misunderstood.-Even 

today Spurgeon is thought of by some as a man, somewhat
inhuman, who was only interested in saving men's souls and cared
nothing for the physical condition of men and the practical affairs
of life. Yet from his pulpit Spurgeon speaks out against the evils of
slavery,{z) he encourages his people to vote(3) he emphasises the
importance of honesty in business and says, "If you cannot serve

(l) 1857 Volume page 44.
(2) lS60 Volume page 155. "Albert Batne's spoke right truly.when- ' 

he said slavery iould not exist for an hour if it were not tor the
countenance o1 the Chrtstian Church. But what does the slave'
holder say when you tell him that to hold our f ellow-creatures in
bondageis a sin, and a damnable one, inconsistent with grace?
He re"plies, I do not believe your slanders, Iook at the Bishop
of So-and-So or the minister of sry9h and such a place, is not
h'e a good man and does not he whine out 'Cursed be Canaan"
Does-not he quote Philemon and Onesimus? Does he not go
and talk Bibli, and tell his slaves that they ought to teel very
grateful for being hi,s slaves, for God Almighty made them on

burpote'that they might enioy the rare. privr]gs! of being.cow''hidid 
bv a Christian master. . . . And so Christ's free church

bought with his blood, must bear the shame of cursing /lrica
and"keeping her sons in bondage. From this evil, good l-ord
deliver us."

(3) 185? Volume page 129. "I would not, however, say lo atry
persons here present, despise the privilege which you-hqve. cB
bitizens. Far be it from me to do it.When we become Christisns
we do not leave ofi being Englishmen; when we become pro'

fessor of religion'- we do not cease to have the rights and

fi
I
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Go{ in your daily. business, then give such business up, or alter it
so that you can."(l)

. But perhaps it is the sin of intolerance that is most commonly
laid at his feet, for Spurgeon is often regarded ;, ; ;;r;;;;;;
bitter Baptisr who refusid to have fenowship with christiun, ot
other denominations and who saw little good in any creed u"i rrl
own. This could not be farther from ihe truth. In one of his
lerTon! ,he praises the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of
England'tz) He refuses to come to Ireland for denominational pur-
poses: "r had a letter some time ago from a good Baptist minister
in Ireland, who very much wantedlne to come over tb lreland, as
ne salcl' to represent the Baptist interest, because it was low there,
and perhaps it might lead the people to think a little more of
Baptists. I told him I _would not go i.ro* the street ..*ry i" a"
that, much less would r cross the Iiish eh4nnsl."(3) ue preactres in
-St. Peter's Cathedral, Geneva, in full canonicals "rd th;;h-;;i
happy-about it, says that the request had been put to him in-such a
beautiful way that he wourd have even worn the pope's tiara ii uy
so doing he could have preached the Gospel more freelv (4) H;
even speaks of hearing a good sermon in a Roman catholic church
in Brussels: "fn Brussels I heard a good sermon in a Romish
Church. The church was crowded with people, many of them
standing, though you might have a seat for a hafpenny oia farthing.
But I stood too. And that good man-for f Uelieve he is a soo?
man-preached the Lord Jesus with all his might. He spok-e of
the love of Christ, so that I, a very very poor hind at the French
language, could fully understand him, ind my heart kept beating

privileges which citizenship has bestowed on us. Let us, when-
ever we shall have the -opportunity of using the right of'votig,
use it as in.th.e sight of Almighty God, knowing that for "rirl_thmg we shall be brought into account, and fbr thai amongst
the rest, seeing that we are entrusted with it.,,
1859 Volume page 107. 0

l!!5 Volume paie 154. "Meastffe me by the Articies of the
Church. of En-gtand and I wiII not staii iecond i; ;";' ;;;;
under heaven's blue sky in preaching the gospel "o"/oi""a'ii
them;.for if -there be an excbllent-ep'itomebl'tne Gosp,g1, i1 is
to_ p-e I?ultd in the Articles of the Church of England.;, 

'--' -- --

7857 Volume page 67.
1860 Volume.page 370. '-'I gid not feel very happy when I
came out intyl! canonicals, bu.t.the iequest was iii to me in
such a be.autiful way that I could have worn the pbje,s-tiara,-ii
by so doing I could preach the gospel the more frbely.,,

*
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a)

(3)
(4)
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within me as he spoke of the beauties of Christ, and the preciousness
of his blood, and of his power to save the chief of sinners. . .
True there were objectionable sentences, as naturally there must be,
but I could have gone to that man and could have said, "Brother,

you have spoken the truth"; and if I had been handling that text
myself, I must have done it in the same way, if I could have done
it as well."(1) In Belfast he speaks about always feeling refreshed
amongst his Presbyterian brethren and hits out against bigotry: "I

have known men with little narrow hearts desire to see Heaven as
big as their own chapel, and if it could contain all the converts of
their own minister, they would have felt perfectly contented. A
man must weigh 16 ozs. to the pound of orthodoxy, and must steer
exactly to their precise point of church discipline or else 'away

with him, away with him,' are these bigots cries. Oh bigot, there
will be far more in heaven than you would be inclined to let
there. . . ."(2) He extends his hand and his heart to every minister
of God in creation and speaks of the love he has for all who love
the Lord Jesus Christ.(3) Surely not the words and actions of a
narrow, bigoted intolerant man.

Yet in spite of the warmth of his love for all brethren in Christ,
Spurgeon was not only misunderstood but was openly persecuted.
The newspapers of the day joined in the fun. They speak of him
as "a nine days wonder-a cornet that has suddenly shot across the
religious atmosphere. He has gone up like a rocket and ere long
he will come down like a stick."(4) He was accused of having "low

views of the Deity and exalted views of self." "The most solemn
mysteries of holy religion are rudely, roughly and impiously handled
by him, and his rantings are interspersed with course anecdotes that
split the ears of groundlings."(s) Criticism like this hurt Spurgeon
deeply. On 10th May, 1857 in the Music Hall, Royal Surrey
Gardens, he speaks of the way in which he is abused. "To mention
my name was to mention the nante of the most abominable buffoon
that lived. The mere utterance of it brought forth oaths and cursing;
with many men it was a name of contempt, kicked about the street

(1) 1860 Volume page 465.
(2) From sermon preached in Belfast on Wednesday, 18th August,

1858. Text Revelation 14 verses I'3 (BeUast Newsletter).
(3) 1857 Volume page 264. " As f ar as I am concerned there is my

hand for every minister ol God in creation, a1d my heart with
it: I love all them that love the Lard lesus Christ."

(4) C. H. Spurgeon, "The Early Yearsi' page 322.
(5) C. H. Spurgeon, "The Early YeQrs," page 316.
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as a football."(l) In one of his sermons he quotes Whitefield when
the people threw dead cats and rotten eggs at ftim as he preached
on Kensington Common: "This is only the manure of Methodism,
the best thing in the world to make it grow; throw away as fast
as you please."(z)

To help her husband through his time of aftIiction, Mrs. Spurgeon
hung this text in their bedroom: "Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad:
for great is your reward in Heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you" (Matthew 5, v. ll and l2). Mrs.
Spurgeon adds that the text fulfilled its purpose, "for it strengthened
his heart, and enabled him to buckle on the invisible armour,
whereby he could calmly walk among men, unruffled by their
calumnies, and concerned only for their best and highest in-
Ig1gg[g."(3)

The question has often been asked: "What was the secret of the
success of this man?" The answer surely is that we shall never
know. It is God taking up a weak thing to confound the mighty.
No human explanation can be given, yet we must notice certain
aspects of his thought during these years of success.

A close study of his sermons of these early years reveals his
belief in the authority of scripture. Spurgeon would have readily
agreed with the Westminster Assembly of Divines that "The Word
of God which is contained in the scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and
enjoy Him." Spurgeon's sermons were powerful sermons because
they were Bible sermons. He saw the danger of ministers simply
becoming moralisers and thus being as able to preach from Shake-
peare as from the Bible.(4) These were not the kind of sermons
Spurgeon preached, for Spurgeon believed the Bible to be the
Word of God. He says "First my friends, stand over this volume
and admire its authority. This is no common book. It is not the
sayings of the sages of Greece; here are not the utterances of
philosophers of past ages. If these words were written by man,
we might reject them; but oh! Iet me think the solemn thought-

(l) 1857 Volume page 197.
(2) 1857 Volume page 199.
(3) C. H. Spurgeon, "The Early Years," pages 326 and 327.
(4) 1857 Volume page 260. "How many ministers in London could

preach as well out of Shakespeare as the Bible, for all they want
is a moral maxim."
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F

that this book is God's handwriting, that these words are God's'

kt me look at its date; it is dated from the hills of heaven. Let me

look at its letters; they flash glory on my eye. Let me read the

chapters; they are big with melning and mysteries unknown'. Let

,neiurn oveithe prophesies; they aie pregnant with unthought-o_f
wonders. Oh booi< of bookt. And wast thou written by my God?

Then I will bow before thee. Thou book of vast authority, thou

art a proclamation from the Emperor of heaven, far be it from me

to "*&"ir" my reason in contradiiting thee. Reason! thy place is-to

stand and find out what this volume means, not to tell what this

book ought to say. Come thou my reason, my intellecq:ii.tto-o
down ani listen, for these words are the words of God"'(l) He

claims that he has no right to be believed when he preacles from

the pulpit unless his *oid, ute in accordance with God's word@)
yet he was well aware of the powerful influences brought to bear.on

ihe souls of men when the word of God was truly proclafunsd'G)

Perhaps he was speaking prophetically of our day when ht :"lq'
"The'age in which the pulpitls despised, will be an age it 1!i*
gospel t-ruth will cease t6 bi honoured."(4) For Spurgeon the Bible

ind the Bible alone was his source of authority'
When Spurgeon studied the scripture, however, he found that

the God oi t[e Bible was the Sovereign Lord of the Universe;

Sovereign in creation and providence; -sovereign also-in redemption'

iporgr6n believed in the doctrines of grace with all his heart and
piociaimea them with all his might.. He speaks "-f tl"- Puritans

ielieving in election, "And what Puritan can you, find that holds

any othir doctrine than that which I preach today? You may find

I

(l) 1855 Volume Page lll.
iti iSis iifu^r'iZse 59. "{oy 

ryv dear friends, I claim for'-' 
iii"tf , wlhen I'eiter this pulpit, thb-right of ,being,heard;,but I.
do n6t claim the right of being believed, unless the words tnat
i tptott shall be in"accoidance with this sacred book"'

tSl iStO Volume page 491. "Numerous have been the instances,-' 
iii"n those who"have not proved them deem utterly incredible,
ii iii"n irrsons have absolutely come to me af-ter a sermon and
begged ̂ , not to tell anybody a-bout them, being firmly per'
su1\ea from what I said that I knew their private hitorT'
whereas'l knew no more about them than a stranger in tl-te
iiiiit. But the Word of God will find men out' Preach the
goipel, and it will always'find the-man.out and tell him all his"t"ci'eti, 

carrying the lamp of the Lord into the hidden reeesses
of the heart."

(4) 1860 Volume Page 485.

i
j

I n



406 The Gospel Magazine

some modern doctor who teaches the reverse, but march through
centuries, and with few exceptions, where are the saints who denied
the election of God? The banner has been passed from one hand
to the other. Martyrs died for it! They sealed the Truth with their
blood. And this truth shall stand when rolling years shall cease
to move; this truth shall be believed when every error and super-
stition shall crumble to the dust from which they sprang."o)'To
Spurgeon, in fact, Calvinism was the gospel.@) He iays,-..And I
Llu9rny own private opinion that there ii no such thing as preaching
Christ and Him crucified, unless you preach what iow-a-days ii
called calvinism. It is a nickname to c;u it Calvinism; calvinism
is the gospel and nothing else.', He goes on to explaini ..I do not
believe_ we can preach the gospel if we do not priach justification
by faith, without works; nor unless we preach the sovereignty of
God in his dispensation of grace; nor unless we exalt the Je"iine,
unchangeable, eternal, immutable, conquering love of Jehovah; nJr
do I-think we can preach the gospel, unless we base it upon the
peculiar redemption which christ made for His elect and chosen
people; nor can I comprehend a gospel which lets saints fall away
after they are called, and suffers the children of God to be burnei
in the fires of damnation after having believed. Such a gospel I
abhor. The gospel of the Bible is not such a gospel as t[at. We
preach Christ and Him crucified in a different faJhion, and to all
gainsayers we reply, 'We have not so learned Christ."'(3)

How often it is argued by the enemies of sovereign grace that
a man who believes in election cannot effectively preach ihe gospel
to sinners. How untrue this was in Spurgeon's ministry who-while
proclaiming the high doctrines of grace was the means in God's
hands of bringing many sons to glory. It was his belief in the
sovereignty of God in redemption that gave depth to his evangelism{+)
and saved him from the pitfalls into which the unwise evangelist
falls. Spurgeon believed that it is God who converts the souf and

1860 Volume page 139.
1855 Volume_-Pryfgrc9. "It is our firm belief, that what is
commonly called Calvinism, is neither more nor less than the
good old_gos_pgl ol the Puritans, the Martyrs, the Apostles, and
of our Lord lesus Christ."
1855 Volume page 50.
1860 Volume page 304. "Election I take it-and I am here
speaking of the whole set of truths which group around this as
their central sun-has not only a salting powei, but exercises a
flavouring and seasoning power over 

-all 
our other doctrines.

The purest Evangelism springs from this truth."'

( l )
a)

(3)
(4'�)
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that no minister is responsible for his success. He speaks words
which must surely bring comfort to every faithful minister who
labours without much outward success. "So, beloved, if a minister
comes to heaven with but one sheaf on his shoulder, his Master will
say'O reaper! once a sower! where didst thou gather thy sheaf?'
'My Lord, I sowed upon the rock, and it would not grow; only one
seed on a chance Sabbath morning was blown a little awry by the
wind, and it fell on a prepared heart; and this is my one sheaf.'
'Hallelujah' the angelic choirs resound, 'one sheaf from a rock is
more honour to God than a thousand sheaves from a good soil;
therefore, let him take his seat as near the throne as yon man, who,
stooping beneath his many sheaves comes from some fertile land
bringing his sheaves with him'."(t) On another occasion he closes
a sermon with these words:

'We have listened to the Preacher-
Truth by him has now been shown

But we want a greater teacher
From the everlasting throne

APPLICATION
Is the work of God alone @)

Spurgeon had seen the disastrous effects of defective evangelilm.
He ipeits about a preacher who had a large amount of converting
power in him and who was able to claim two hundred converts in
i certain town. Spurgeon visited this town sometime afterwards
and found that 70 of the converts had been turned out of the
church for drunkenness.(3) Again he speaks of this problem: "I

(l) 1855 Volume page 202.
(2) 1855 Volume page 40.
i3i 1857 Volume'pig" 197. '\ met with.a man sometime ago who' ' 

assured me thal hb knew a minister who had a very large amount
of converting power in him. Speaking of -a great Evangelist in
America ne sdia,'That man, sir, has got the greatest quantity of
converting powet I ever knew a man to have; and Mr. So-and'So
in a neighbouring town I think is second to him.' At that time
this coiverting p-ower was being exhibited; two hundred -persons
were conveft;d by the converting power of this second best and
ioined to the church in a few months. I went to the place some-
iime afterwards-it was in England-and I said,'How do y-our
converts get on?' 'l4ell,' said he,'I cannot say much about
them;' 'Iiow many out of those two hundred whomyou received
in a year ago stand fast?' 

'WeII,' he said"I am afraid not many
of them; ie have turned seventy of them out for drunlyenyeys
already.' 'Yes,' I said,'I thought so; that is the the end of the
grand expeiment of converting power."'
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have seen something of wholesale conversion. Great revivalists
have risen up, they have preached thundering sennons that have
made men's knees knock together. 'What a wonderful man! '

leople have said, 'He has converted so many under one sermon.'
But look for his converts in a month and where will thev be?
You will see some of them in the alehouse; you will hear others of
them swear, you will find many of them rogues and cheats, because
they were not God's converts but only mants. Brethren, if the work
be done at all, it must be done of God, for if God do not converr
there is nothing done that shall last, and nothing that shall be of
any avail for eternity."ttl

His awareness of the disastrous effects of defective evanselism
did not, however, deter him from fervently preaching the G"ost'el.
Many a sennon closes with a passionate plea to the sinnei to
embrace Jesus Christ freely offered in the gospel. Spurgeon be-
lieved in human responsibility and this gave urgency to niJ preach-
ing. He says: "If any of you are damned, you will have no-one
to blame but yourselves, if any of you perish the blame will not
lie at God's door."(z) Here is the true evangelist. .. .As Moses
Iifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.' Behold, O trembling penitent, the
means of thy deliverance. Turn thy tearful eye to yonder Mount of
Calvary! See the victim of justice-the sacrifice for atonement for
your transgression. View the Saviour in his agonies, with streams
oJ blood purchasing thy soul and with intensest agonies enduring
thy punishment. He died for thee, if now thou dost confess thy
guilt. O come, thou condemned one, self-condemned, and turn
thine eye this way, for one look will save. Sinner, thou art bitten.
L,ook! it is nought but 'look'! It is simply .look., If thou canst
but look to Jesus thou art safe. Hear the voice of the Redeemer,'Look unto me, and be ye saved.' 'Look! ' 'Look! ' .Look! ' O
guilty souls-

'Venture on him, venture wholly
Let no other trust intrude:

None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.'

May my blessed Master help you to come to him and draw you
to his Son for Jesus' sake. Amen and Amen."(3) How manv will il(1)
Q)
(3)

1857 Volume page 67.
185'l Volume page 200.
1855 Volume page 156.
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rise up at the Judgement to thank God that they had the privilege
of hearing the Gospel preached so tenderly and tellingly from the
lips of C. H. Spurgeon, and having heard, repented of sin and
trusted Christ. Perhaps this was Spurgeon's greatest gift: that of
being able to set forth Jesus Christ tenderly, savingly, powerfully
as the sinner's refuge and the sinner's friend.

Yet in spite of his brilliant gifts of head and heart, Spurgeon felt
the need of prayer. Again and again he asks for the prayers of his
people. He knew that it was praying people God blessed and that a
praying people were invincible: "We would pray the very gates of
hell oft their hinges, if we could pray as some men have done. Oh,
that we had might in prayer. Do not, I beseech you, I entreat you,
do not cease to pray; cease what you please, but do not give up
that; down on your knees, wrestle with God, and verily the Lord
our God will bless us'and all the ends of the earth shall'fear
him.' "(r) In this his people did not fail. He speaks of how
earnestly his people prayed "as though they could see the angel of
the covenant present with them and as if they must have a blessing
from Him." There were times when he would dismiss them with the
benediction and say, "Dear friends, we have had the Spirit of God
here very manifestly tonight-let us go home, and take care not to
lose His gracious influences."(2) And upon this devoted pastor and
his praying people God poured out his blessing in fulness of measure
and great work was done.

As we look back across the years we see a man endowed with
outstanding gifts, a man whose life in its entirety was devoted to
his Master; we see a man of sound common sense and a delightful
sense of humour; we see a man concerned about the physical con-
ditions of men and the practical afiairs of life; we see a man with a
burden for the souls of men; but above and beyond everything else
we see a man whose chief end was to glorify God. This was the
burning passion of his life. It was because every soul reclaimed from
sin and washed in the Redeemer's blood would be but a jewel in
Emmanuel's crown, that Spurgeon struggled to win the lost. The
glory of God was his passion. For this he lived; for this he died,
that God may have all the glory. Let us bring this essay to a close
with Spurgeon's own words as he preaches upon this mighty theme:
"Now we assert again in the words of my text, 'His name shall
endure forever' as to the honour of it. Yes, I will tell you how
long it will endure. As long as on this earth there is a sinner who

(l) 1857 Volume page 47.
(2) C. H. Spurgeon, "The Early Years," page 263.
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has been reclaimed by Omnipotent grace, Christ's name shall en-
dure; as long as there is a Mary ready to wash his feet with tears
and wipe them with the hair of her head; as long as there breathes
a chief of sinners who has washed himself in the fountain opened
for sin and for uncleanness; as long as there exists a Christian who
l* pot his faith in Jesus, and found him his delight, his refuga
his stay, his shield, his song and his joy, there will be no fear that
Jesus' name will cease to be heard. We can never give up that name.
We let the Unitarian take his gospel without a Godhead in it; we
let him deny Jesus Christ; but as long as Christians-true Christians
live, as long as we taste that the Lord is gracious, have manifestations
of his love, sights of his face, whispers of his mercy, assurances of
his affection, promises of his graces, hopes of his blessing, we
cannot cease to honour fuig 141p9."(1)

r ,

I
(1) 1855 Volume page 209.
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Doctrinal Definitions
THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

PAUL TUCKER
A definition of attribute is given by Dr. Chafer-"A property

intrinsic to its subject." It is that by which a person or thing is
identified. An attribute is a quality that belongs to a person or
thing and identifies or distinguishes that person or thing; e.g.,
heat is an attribute of fire; intelligence is an attribute of man;
elasticity is an attribute of india-rubber. When we speak of the
attributes of God, we mean those qualities which belong to God,
that constitute His nature and mark Him out as God. It is not easy
to discuss attributes because in a very real sense, it is impossible to
analyse Deity. We cannot dissect the Godhead or analyse the eternal
God and we must not think of the attributes of God as things that
are attached to God, neither must we think of them as parts of God.
Every attribute carries within it the fulness of Deity because God is
infinite in every quality of His Being-holiness, love, righteousness
and wisdom; these are not just parts of God, but manifestations of
the essential quality and nature of God Himself. We are limited in
our understanding so we find that, on occasion, the Word of God
centres upon a particular attribute and we shall look at some of
these.

Our concern will be with the essential attributes of God because
it is possible to divide God's attributes into two parts. (a\ Incom-
municable attribules. These belong to God by reason of the fact
that they belong to the Supreme Being. Note Isa. 42:8. (b) Com-
municable attributes. These are the moral attributes-holiness, love,
mercy and truth. To a limited degree these attributes are communi-
cated to man; the moment you are born again, you are a partaker
of the divine nature and of the moral attributes of God. The holi-
ness of God is seen in your life, the love of God, etc. So there are
two kinds of attributes relating to the Deity, the absolute, which
belongs to God alone, and the relative. We shall consider some of
the qualities that belong only to God, the constitutional attributes.

First-four practical reasons why a consideration of the attributes
is so valuable. (l) A study of them helps us to avoid doctrinal error
concerning the nature of God. Much of the error and heresy in our
day arises on account of a lack of knowledge concerning the nature
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and attributes of God; e.g., people who will not believe in Hell and
punishment because they have a wrong conception of the goodness
and love of God, and the holiness and righteousness of God. With
a right view of these qualities they would see that Hell is an awful
possibility and a moral necessity. Others are against the idea of
election because of an ignorance of the sovereignty and grace of
God and the depravity of man. We should study that we may be
delivered from error. (2) It gives us a just and balanced view of
God. Many people have a lopsided conception of God. Some
emphasize His love and'forget His justice; others dwell on the
sterner qualities of God and never think of His love, mercy and
compassion. But when they are brought together, we have a
balanced view of God and see Him as He really is. (3) A study of
God's attributes will promote humility and reverence. When we see
God in His majesty and power, in His grace and compassion, we
are brought to our knees in worship and adoration. There is
nothing more humbling than a spiritual approach to the attributes
of God. Isaiah saw God's holiness and was reduced to self-abase-
ment. Job had a revelation of another attribute of God-power, and
said, "f have heard of Thee with the hearing of the ear but now
mine eye seeth 'fhee wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust
and ashes." When we have a right view of His holiness, we have
a right view of our vileness. (4) It will increase our faith. True
faith is based upon a revelation of God; this is given us in the
Scriptures. Faith is the response of the spiritually enlightened soul
to God's revelation of Himself. If I see God revealed through His
attributes, then my faith will be increased because I will see the
kind of God to whom I am praying. If God is great, then my faith
should be great' 

r.---coD,s ETERNTT'
(The duration of His Being). An attribute that belongs only and

exclusively to God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is without
beginning or ending. There are three types of existence according
to Scripure: (i) Life that begins and then ends, the life of plants
and animals. (ii) Life that begins but has no end, as that of the
angels. They were created by God but will never have an end,
they will exist for ever. Even those angels who, with Lucifer, fell
from Glory, will never cease to exist (Jude 6). Also a true man,
he has a beginning but no end, he has a soul that will exist con-
tinually and everlastingly (Matt. 25:46). This is what makes the
Gospel so urgent. Man has a soul and will spend eternity either in
bliss or misery. (iii) Life that has neither beginning nor ending;
the amazing duration of God's existence. "From everlasting to

I
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everlasting, Thou art God." God had no beginning, neither will He
have an end. We cannot understand it for God is infinite and we
are finite, but this is the teaching of the Holy Scripture (Gen. 2l:33),
the first reference to God as the everlasting and eternal God.
Abraham called upon the Name of the Everlasting God, in con-
trast to idols which are temporary and passing, but God is the true
God, the Everlasting God. One of the last references to this is
Rev. l: 4, "God which is"-He subsists in Himself having a pure
and independent being. "God which was"-God only was before
time, does not belong to time; He is the High and Lofty One Who
inhabiteth eternity. He brought time into existence. "In the begin-
ning God created the Heavens and the earth." "God which is to
come"-He will outlast time, it shall be no longer but God will
exist beyond it because He is before time, throughout time, and
He will outlast time.

The eternity of God can be proved from His other attributes.
His power is eternal (Rom. 1: 20). His mercy is from everlasting
(Psa. 103:17). His purposes are eternal (Eph. 3:11). His love is
everlasting (Jer. 31: 3). If these are eternal, then He must be eternal.
This brings comfort to the Christian. If God is eternal, then the
Gospel is eternal. We read of the everlasting covenant (Heb. 13:20).
Our Gospel is enriched when we remember that the Lord Jesus did
not come into this world on a temporary mission, but to ratify
through His death, an everlasting covenant that He made with His
Father before the world was created, and so before man fell into sin.
God foresaw it all, and the Son entered into covenant with His
Father that He would be the Mediator of a lost race. He came, and
by His death has fulfilled lhe terms of that everlasting covenant.
Some people believe that you can lose your salvation; this idea is
held because people do not know enough about God and the kind of
salvation He has provided. If God prepared all this before time was
made, He will not let us go. David knew of this (see 2 Sam. 23:5).

II.-_{'OD'S INFINITY

(The greatness of His Being). In the Old Testament the infinity
of God is used in contrast- God contrasts Himself with the creatures
He has made. Man is confined and limited, but God is infinite,
unlimited, boundless, immeasurable and truly glorious. God is in-
finite in every part of His Being, in His love, compassion, power
and holiness. When we think of the infinity of God, we think
particularly of the great fact of His unlimited Presence, His Omni-
science. The word carries with it the idea of immensity. Some
passages in Scripture give to the mind a picture of the infinity of
God (Isa. 66: 1). An amazing conception! Heaven is His throne
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and earth is His footstool. Most people think that God, as to
essence, is in Heaven, but God is eternal spirit and His essence is
everywhere. There is a particular manifestation of His Presence in
Heaven, but His essence is as much on earth as in Heaven. The
great statement of Augustine is that "God is a circle whose centre
is everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere." God is wholly
present everywhere. His glorious Presence is in Heaven, and He
manifests that glory to the angels and to the spirits of just men made
perfect. His providential Presence is on earth, "He giveth to all life,
breath and all things." His graciou.s Presence is in His people,
regenerating, sanctifying and blessing them, while God's wrathful
Presence is in Hell (Psa. 139). David speaks of the omnipresence
of God and the unlimited extent of His Presence (N.B. v. 7).
David did not want to get away from God, but he was just con-
templating whether he could get away and mentions four extremes:
(a) Height, v. 8a; (b) Depth, v. 8b; (c) Distance, v. 9; (d) Darkness,
v. 11. The thought of the unlimited presence of God brings dis-
comfort to the ungodly, but rejoicing to the child of God. One
philosopher wrote above his study door "Live innocently, Deity is
present."

III. GOD'S UNIQUE FELICITY
(The perfection of His Being.) Paul writing in I Tim. 1: 11 uses

the word blessed, also in 6: 16. Paul is not describing or praising
God, but speaking of an essential blessedness within the very nature
of the Godhead. The word means happy, as used in the Beatitudes.
So He is the "Happy God". We may praise or curse Him, obey or
disregard Him, but He is still essentially the happy God. Sin dis-
pleases Him but does not rob Him of His essential blessedness. His
rejoicing is based upon three facts: -(a) There is no moral conflict
in the nature of God. He is at peace with Himself. There is a
perfect harmony among all His attributes. God never regrets any
mistake He makes because He is wise. God is holy, so He never
has any remorse over sin. Each member of the Godhead is in perfect
union with the others. It is interesting to go through the New
Testament to find out how each member of the Godhead seems to
delight in honouring the other. The Lord Jesus came to reveal the
glory of the Father, the Father made it perfectly clear that those who
honoured the Son honoured Him. The Holy Spirit came to take of
the things of Christ and to glorify the Son. So there is no moral
conflict within the Godhead and because of this, God is, essentially
the blessed one. (b) God knows no limitations. His reserves are
never diminished. He neverfaces crises or finds Himself in an
emergency situation. His wisdom designs and it plans a certain
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wards their own church but towards the maintenance of the apostle.
So missionary giving must play a prominent part in our ofterings.

Let the Lord Jesus have the final word in this matter, in a state-
ment quoted by the apostle Paul, "Remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive"
(Acts 20:35).

4t5

pathway of action and His power executes and performs it so that
God has the whole world in His hands and moves along with the
leisure of eternity. He is above and beyond time and though He
works within time, yet He is quite independent of it. ..He that iitteth
in the Heavens shall laugh." (c) He is blessed (happy) because He is
holy. Some things God has joined together as sin and sorrow. When
Adam and Eve were perfect in the Garden, they were perfectly
happy, but when they sinned they became miserable and out of
fellowship with God. But God is thrice holy and so thrice happy.
The true child of God knows something of the holiness of God and
of the true blessedness of God. He rejoices in the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit and like the Psalmist says "I shall be satisfied when I
awake with Thy likeness". When our salvation is complete and we
are glorified in the presence of our God when we are like Him, we
shall be satisfied and we shall share His joy throughout the countless
ages of eternity.

(To be continued).
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The True Church
J. C. RYLE

"(Jpon this rock I wilt build my Church, and the gates of hell shatl
not prevail against il."-Matthew 16, 18.

We live in a world in which all things are passing away: Kingdoms,
empires, cities, ancient institutions, families, all are liable to change
and corruption. One universal law seems to prevail everywhere.
In all created things there is a tendency to decay.

There is something saddening and depressing in this. What profit
hath man in the labour of his hands? Is there nothing that shall
stand? Is there nothing that shall last? Is there nothing that shall
endure? Is there nothing of which we can say-This shall continue
for evermore? You have the answer to these questions in the words
of our text. Our Lord Jesus Christ speaks of something which shall
continue, and not pass away. There is one created thing which is an
exception to the universal rule to which I have referred. There is one
thing which shall never perish and pass away. That thing is the
building founded upon the rock-the Church of our Lord Jesus
Christ. He declares, in the words you have heard tonight: "Upon

this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it."

There are five things in these words which demand your attention:
l.-You have a Building: "My Church."
lL-A Builder: Christ says, "I will build My Church."
III.-A Foundation: "Upon this rock I will build My Church."
IY.-Perils Implied: "The gates of hell."
Y.-security Asserted: "The gates of hell shall not prevail

against it."
May God bless the words that shall be spoken. May we all

search our own hearts tonight, and know whether or not we belong
to this one Church. May we all go home to reflect and to pray!

I.-You have, firstly, a Building mentioned in the text. The Lord
Jesus Christ speaks of "My Church."

Now what is this Church? Few inquiries can be made of more
importance than this. For want of due attention to this subject, the

*The following Sermon was preached at ll/eston-super-Mare, in
August,1858, on the occasion of the Aggregate Clertcal Meeting,
held there under the presidency of Archdeacon Inw.
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errors that have crept into the Church, and into the world, are
neither few nor small.

The Church of our text is no material building. It is no temple
made with hands, of wood, or brick, or stone, or marble. It ii a
company of men and women. It is no particular visible Church on
earth. It is not the Eastern Church or the Western Church. It is
not the Church of England, or the Church of Scotland;-much less
is it the Church of Rome. The Church of our text is one that makes
far less show in the eyes of man, but is of far more importance in
the eyes of God.

The Church of our text is made up of all true believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ. It comprehends all who have repented of sin,
and fled to Christ by faith, and been made new creatures in Him. It
comprises all God's elect, all who have received God's grace, all
who have been washed in Christ's blood, all who have been clothed
in Christ's ri-ehteousness, all who have been born again and sancti-
fied by Christ's Spirit. All such, of every nation, and people, and
tongue, compose the Church of our text. This is the body of Christ.
This is the flock of Christ. This is the bride. This is the Lamb's
wife. This is "the holy Catholic Church" of the Apostle's Creed.
This is the "blessed company of all faithful people," spoken of in
the Communion Service of our Prayer-book. This is the Church on
the rock.

The members of this Church do not all worship God in the same
way, or use the same form of government. Our own 34th Article
declares, "It is not necessary that ceremonies should be in all places
one and alike." But they all worship with one heart. They are all
led by one Spirit. They are all really and truly holy. They can all
say "Alleluia," and they can all reply "Amen."

This is that Church. to which all visible Churches on earth are
servants and handmaidens. Whether they are Episcopalian, Inde-
pendent, or Presbyterian, they all serve the interests of the one true
Church. They are the scaffolding, behind which the great building
is carried on. They are the husk, under which the living kernel
grows. They have their various degrees of usefulness. The best and
worthiest of them is that which trains up most members for Christ's
true Church. But no visible Church has any right to say, "We are
the only true Church. We are the men, and wisdom shall die with
us." No visible Church should ever dare to say, "We shall stand
for ever. The gates of hell shall not prevail against me."

This is that Church to which belong the Lord's precious promises
of preservation, continuance, protection, and final glory. "What-
soever," says Hooker, "we read in Scripture, concerning ihe endless
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love and saving mercy which God showeth towards His Churches,
the only proper subject thereof is this Church, which we properly
term the mystical body of Christ." Small and despised as the true
Church may be in this world, it is precious and honourable in the
sight of God. The temple of Solomon in all its glory was mean and
contemptible, in comparison with that Church which is built upon
a rock.

Men and brethren, see that you hold sound doctrine upon the
subject of "the Church." d mistake here may lead on to dangerous
and soul-ruining errors. The Church which is made up of true
believers. is the Church for which we, who are ministers, are
specially ordained to preach. The Church which comprises all who
repent and believe the Gospel, is the Church to which we desire you
to belong. Our work is not done, and our hearts are not satisfied,
until you are made new creatures, and are members of the one true
Church. Outside of this Church there can be no salvation.

II.-I pass on to the second point, to which I proposed to call
your attention. Our text contains not merely a building, but a
Builder. The Lord Jesus Christ declares, "I will build My Church."

The true Church of Christ is tenderly cared for by all the three
persons of the blessed Trinity. In the economy of redemption,
beyond all doubt, God the Father chooses, and God the Holy Ghost
sanctifies, every member of Christ's mystical body. God the Father'
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, three Persons and one God,
co-operate for the salvation of every saved soul. This is truth,
which ought never to be forgotten. Nevertheless, there is a peculiar
sense in which the help of the Church is laid on the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is peculiarly and pre-eminently the Redeemer and the
Saviour. Therefore it is, that we find Him saying in our text, "I

will build: the work of building is rny special work'"
It is Christ who calls the members of the Church in due time.

They are "the called of Jesus Christ" (Rom. 1: 6). It is Christ who
quickens them. "The Son quickeneth whom He will" (John 5:21).
It is Christ who washes away their sins' He "has loved us,
and washed us from our sins in His own blood" (Rev. 1: 5). It is
Christ who gives them peace. "Peace I leave with you, My peace I
give unto you" (John 14:27). It is Christ who gives them eternal
iife, a.nd they shall never perish" (John 10: 28)' It is Christ who
grants them repentance. "FIim hath God exalted to be a Prince
and a Saviour to give repentance" (Acts 5:31). It is Christ who
enables them to become God's children' "To as many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God" (John
1:12). It is Christ who carries on the work within them when it is
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begun. "Because I live, ye shall live also" (John 14: l9). In short,
it has "pleased the Father that in Christ should all fulness dwell"
(Colos. l: l9). He is the author and finisher of faith. From Him
every joint and member of the mystical body of Christians is
supplied. Through Him they are strengthened for duty. By Him
they are kept from falling. He shall preserve them to the end, and
present them faultless before the Father's throne with exceeding
great joy. He is all things, and all in all to believers.

The mighty agent by whom the Lord Jesus Christ camies out this
work in the number of His Churches, is, without doubt, the Holy
Ghost. He it is who applies Christ and His benefits to the soul.
He it is who is ever renewing, awakening, convincing, leading to
the cross, transforming, taking out of the world, stone after stone,
and adding it to fhe mystical building.

But the great Chief Builder, who has undertaken to execute the
work of redemption and bring it to completion, is the Son of God:
the Word who was made flesh. It is Jesus Christ who "builds."

In building the true Church, the Lord Jesus condescends to use
many subordinate instruments. The ministry of the Gospel, the
circulation of the Scriptures, the friendly rebuke, the word spoken
in season, the drawing influence of affiictions-all, all are means
and appliances by which His work is carried on. But Christ is the
great superintending architect, ordering. guiding, directing all that
is done. What the sun is to the whole solar system, that Christ is
to all the members of the true Church. "Paul may plant, and
Apollos water, but God giveth the increase." Ministers may preach,
and writers may write, but the Lord Jesus Christ alone can build.
And except He builds, the work stands still.

Great is the wisdom wherewith the Lord Jesus Christ builds His
Church. A1l is done at the right time, and in the right way. Each
stone in its turn is put in the right place. Sometimes He chooses
great stones, and sometimes He chooses small stones. Sometimes
the work goes on fast, and sometimes it goes on slowly. Man is
frequently impatient, and thinks that nothing is doing. But rnan's
time is not God's time. A thousand years in His sight are but as a
single day. The great Builder makes no mistakes. He knows what
He is doing. He sees the end from the beginning. He works by a
perfect, unalterable and certain plan. The mightiest conceptions of
architects, like Michael Angelo and Wren, are mere trifling child's
play, in comparison with Christ's wise counsels respecting His
Church.

Great is the condescension and mercy, which Christ exhibits in
building His Church. He often chooses the most unlikely andIt
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roughest stones, and fits them into a most excellent work. He
despises none, and rejects none, on account of former sins and past
transgressions. He delights to show mercy. He often takes the
most thoughtless and ungodly, and transforms them into polished
corners of His spiritual temple.

Great is the power which Christ displays in building His Church.
He carries on his work in spite of opposition from the world, the
flesh, and the devil. In storm, in tempest, through troublous times,
silently, quietly, without noise, without stir, without excitement, the
building progresses, like Solomon's temple. "I will work," He
declares, "and none shall let it."

Brethren, the children of this world take little or no interest in
the building of this Church. They care little for the conversion of
souls. What are broken spirits and penitent hearts to them? It is
all foolishness in their eyes. But while the children of this world
care nothing, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God.
For the preserving of that Church, the laws of nature have often-
times been suspended. For the good of that Church, all the provi-
dential dealings of God in this world are ordered and arranged.
For the elect's sake, wars are brought to an end, and peace is given
to a nation. Statesmen, rulers, emperors, kings, presidents, heads
of governments, have their schemes and plans, and think them of
vast importance. But there is another work going on of infinitely
greater moment, for which they are all but as the axes and saws in
God's hands. That work is the gathering in of living stones into the
one true Church. How little are we told in God's Word about
unconverted men compared with what we are told about believers!
The history of Nimrod, the mi-ehty hunter, is dismissed in a few
words. The history of Abraham, the father of the faithful, occupies
several chapters. Nothing in Scripture is so important as the con-
cerns of the true Church. The world takes uo little of God's Word.
The Church and its story take up much.

For ever let us thank God, my beloved brothers, that the building
of the one true Church is laid on the shoulders of One that is mighty.
Let us bless God that it does not rest upon man. Let us bless God
that it does not depend on missionaries, ministers, or committees.
Christ is the almighty Builder. He will carry on His work, though
nations and visible Churches do not know their duty. Christ will
never fail. That which He hath undertaken He will certainly
accomplish.

ilI.-I pass on to the third point, which I proposed to consider-
the Foundation upon which this Church is built. The Lord Jesus
Christ tells us, "(Jpon this Rock will I build My Church."
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What did the Lord Jesus Christ mean, when He spoke of this
foundation? Did He mean the Apostle Peter, to whom He was
speaking? I think assuredly not. I can see no reason, if He meant
Peter, why He did noi say, "Upon thee" will I build My Church.
If He had meant Peter, He would have said, I will build My Church
on thee, as plainly as He said, "to thee will I give the keys." No!
it was not the person of the Apostle Peter, but the good confession
which the Apostle had just made. It was not Peter, the erring,
unstable man; but the mighty truth which the Father had revealed
to Peter. It was the truth concerning Jesus Christ himself which
was the Rock. It was Christ's Mediatorship, and Christ's Messiah-
ship. It was the blessed truth, that Jesus was the promised Saviour,
the true Surety, the real Intercessor between God and man. This
was the rock, and this the foundation upon which the Church of
Christ was to be built.

My brethren, this foundation was laid at a mighty cost. It needed
that the Son of God should take our nature upon Him, and in that
nature live, suffer, and die, not for His own sins. but for ours. It
needed that in that nature Christ should go to the grave, and
rise again. It needed that in that nature Christ should go up to
heaven, to sit at the right hand of God, having obtained eternal
redemption for all His people. No other foundation but this could
have borne the weight of that Church of which our text speaks.
No other foundation could have met the necessities of a world of
sinners.

That foundation once obtained, is very strong. It can bear the
weight of the sin of all the world. It has borne the weight of all the
sins of all the believers who have built on it. Sins of thought, sins
of the imagination, sins of the heart, sins of the head, sins which
every one has seen, and sins which no man knows, sins against God,
and sins against man, sins of all kinds and descriptions-that mighty
rock can bear the weight of all these sins and not give way. The
mediatorial office of Christ is a remedy sufficient for all the sins of
all the world.

To this one foundation every member of Christ's true Church is
joined. In many things believers are disunited and disagreed. In
the matter of their soul's foundation they are all of one mind. They
are all built on the rock. Ask where they get their peace, and hope,
and joyful expectation of good things to come. You would find
that all flows from that one mighty truth-Christ the Mediator
between God and man, and the office that Christ holds" as the
High-priest and Surety of sinners.

Here is the point which demands our personal attention. Are we
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upon the rock? Are we really joined to the one foundation? What
says that good old divine, Archbishop Leighton? "God has laid
this precious stone for this very purpose, that weary sinners may
rest upon it. The multitude of imaginary believers lie round about
it, but they are none the better for that, any more than stones that
lie loose in heaps, near a foundation, but not joined unto it. There
is no benefit to us by Christ, without union with Him."

Look to your foundations, my beloved brethren, if you would
know whether or not you are members of the one true Church.
It is a point that rnay be known to yourselves. Your public worship
we can see, but we cannot see whether you are personally built upon
the rock. Your attendance at the Lord's table we can see, but we
cannot see whether you are joined to Christ, and one with Christ,
and Christ in you. But all shall come to light one day. The secrets
of all hearts shall be exposed. Perhaps you go to church regularly,
you love your Prayer-book, you are constant in attending on every
means of grace your Church supplies. All this is right and good, so
far as it goes. But all this time, see that you make no mistake about
your own personal salvation. See that your own soul is upon the
rock. Without this, all else is nothing. Without this you will never
stand in the day of judgment. Better a thousand times in that day to
be found in a cottage upon the rock, than in a palace upon the sand!

IV.-I proceed, in the fourth place, to speak of the Implied Trials
of the Church. to which our text refers. There is mention made of
"the gates of hell." By that expression we are meant to understand
the power of the devil!

The history of Christ's true Church has always been one of
conflict and war. It has been constantly assailed by a deadly enemy,
Satan, the prince of this world. The devil hates the true Church of
Christ with an undying hatred. He is ever stirring up opposition
against all its members. He is ever urging the children of this world
to do his will, and injure and harass the people of God. If he cannot
bruise the head. he will bruise the heel. Lf he cannot rob believers of
heaven, he will vex them by the way.

For six thousand years this enmity has gone on. Millions of the
ungodly have been the devil's agents, and done the devil's work,
though they knew it not. The Pharaohs, the Herods, the Neros, the
Julians, the Dioclesians, the bloody Maries-what were they all but
Satan's tools, when they persecuted the disciples of Jesus Christ.

Warfare with the powers of hell has been the experience of the
whole body of Christ. It has always been a bush burning, though
not consumed-a woman fleeing into the wilderness, but not
swallowed up. The visible Churches have their times of prosperity
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and seasons of peace, but never has there been a time of peace for
the true Church. Its conflict is perpetual. Its battle never ends.

Warfare with the powers of hell is the experience of every in-
dividual member of the true Church. Each has to fight. What are
the lives of all the saints, but records of battles? What are such
men as Paul, and James, and Peter, and John, and Polycarp, and
Ignatius, and Augustine, and Luther, and Calvin, and Latimer, and
Baxter, but soldiers engaged in a constant warfare? Sometimes
their persons have been assailed, and sometimes their property.
Sometimes they have been harassed by calumnies and slanders,
and sometimes by open persecution. But in one way or another the
devil has been continually warring against the Church. The "gates

of hell" have been continually assaulting the people of Christ.
Men and brethren, we who preach the Gospel can hold out to all

who come to Christ, exceeding great and precious promises. We can
offer boldly to you in our Master's name, the peace of God which
passeth all understanding. Mercy, free grace, and full salvation, are
offered to every one who will come to Christ, and believe on Him.
But we promise you no peace with the world, or with the devil.
We warn you, on the contrary, that there must be warfare, so long
as you are in the body. We woulC not keep you back, or deter you
from Christ's service. But we would have you "count the cost,"
and fully understand what Christ's service entails. Hell is behind
you. Heaven is before you. Home lies on the other side of a
troubled sea. Thousands, tens of thousands have crossed these
stormy waters, and in spite of all opposition, have reached the
haven where they would be. Hell has assailed them, but has not
prevailed. Go forward, beloved brethren, and fear not the adversary.
Only abide in Christ, and the victory is sure.

Marvel not at the enmity of the gates of hell. "If ye were of the
world, the world would love his own." So long as the world is the
world, and the devil the devil, so long there must be warfare, and
believers in Christ must be soldiers. The world hated Christ, and
the world will hate true Christians, as long as the earth stands.
As the great reformer, Luther, said, "Cain will go on murdering
Abel so long as the Church is on earth."

Be prepared for the enmity of the gates of hell. Fut on the whole
armour of God. The tower of David contains a thousand bucklers.
all ready for the use of God's people. The weapons of our warfare
have been tried by millions of poor sinners like ourselves, and have
never been found to fail"

Be patient under the enmity of the gates of hell. It is all working
together for your good. It tends to sanctify. It keeps you awake.
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It makes you humble. It drives you nearer to the Lord Jesus Christ.
It weans you from the world. It helps to make you pray more.
Above all, it makes you long for heaven, and say with heart as well
as lips, "Come, Lord Jesus."

Be not cast down by the enmity of hell. The warfare of the true
child of God is as much a mark of grace as the inward peace which
he enjoys. No cross, no crown! No conflict, no saving Christianity!"Blessed are ye," said our Lord Jesus Christ, "when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for My sake."

V.-There remains one thing more to be considered: the Security
of the true Church of Christ. There is a glorious promise given by
the mighty Builder, "The gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
He who cannot lie has pledged His royal word, that all the powers
of hell shall never overthrow His Church. It shall continue, and
stand, in spite of every assault. It shall never be overcome. All
other created things perish and pass away, but not the Church of
Christ. The hand of outward violence, or the moth of inwarcl decay,
prevail over everything else, but not over the temple that Christ
builds.

Fmpires have risen and fallen in rapid succession. Egypt, Assyria,
Babylon, Persia, Tyre, Carthage, Rome, Greece, Venice-where arb
all these now? They were all the creations of man's hand, and
have passed away. But the Church of Christ lives on.

The mightiest cities have become heaps of ruins. The broad walls
of Babylon are sunk to the ground. The palaces of Nineveh are
mounds of dust. The hundred gates of Thebes are only matters of
history. Tyre is a place where fishermen hang their nets. Carthage
is a desolation. Yet all this time the true Church stands. The gates
of hell do not prevail against it.

The earliest visible Churches have in many cases decayed and
perished. Where is the Church of Ephesus and the Church of
Antioch? Where is the Church of Alexandria and the Church of
Constantinople? Where are the Corinthian, and Philippian, and
Thessalonian Churches? Where, indeed, are they all? They de-
parted from the Word of God. They were proud of their bishops,
and synods, and ceremonies, and learning, and antiquity. They did
not glory in the true cross of Christ. They did not hold fast the
Gospel. They did not give Jesus His rightful office, or faith its
rightful place. They are now among the things that have been.
Their candlestick has been taken away. But all this time the true
Church has lived on.

Has the true Church been oppressed in one country? It has fled
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to another. Has it been trampled on and oppressed in one soil?
It has taken root and flourished in some otheiilimate. Fire, sword,
prisons, fines, penalties, have never been able to destrov its vitalitv.
Its persecutors have died and gone to their own place, but the
Word of God has lived, and grown and multiplied.-Weak as this
true Church may appear to the eye of man, it is an anvil which has
broken many a hammer in times past, and perhaps will break many
more before the end. He that lays hands on it, is touching thl
apple of God's eye.

__The promise of our text is true of the whole body of the true
Church. Christ will never be without a witness in the world. He
has had a people in the worst of times. He had seven thousand in
Israel even in the days of Ahab. There are some now, I believe.
in- the dark places of the Roman and Greek Churches, who, in spite
of much weakness, are serving Christ. The devil may rage horriLly.
The Church may in some countries be brought exceedingly low.
But the gates of hell shall never entirely prevail.

The promise of our text is true of every individual member of the
Church. Some of God's people have been brought very low, so that
they despaired of their safety. Some have fallen sadly, as David
and Peter did. Some have departed from the faith for a time, like
Cranmer and Jewell. Many have been tried by cruel doubts and
fears. But all have got safe home at last, the youngest as well as
the oldest, the weakest as well as the strongest. And so it will be
to the end. Can you prevent tomorrow's sun from rising? Can you
prevent the tide in the Bristol Channel from ebbing and flowing?
Can you prevent the planets moving in their respective orbiti?
Then, and then alone, can you prevent the salvation of any believer.
however feeble-of any living stone in that Church whiih is buitt
upon the rock. however small or insignificant that stone may appear.
' The true Church is Christ's body. Not one bone in that myitical
body shall ever be broken.-The true Church is Christ's bride. Thev
whom God hath joined in everlasting covenant, shall never be put
asunder.-The true Church is Christ's flock. When the lion came
and took a lamb out of David's flock, David arose and delivered the
lamb from his mouth. Christ will do the same. He is David's
greater son. Not a single sick lamb in Christ's flock shall perish.
He will say to His Father, in the last, "Of those whom Thoulavest
Me I have lost none."-The true Church is the wheat of theiarth.
It may be sifted, winnowed, buffeted, tossed to and fro. But not
one grain shall be lost. The tares and chaft shall be burned. The
wheat shall be gathered into the barn.-The true Church is Christ's
army. The Captain of our salvation loses none of his soldiers. His
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plans are never defeated. His supplies never fail. His muster roll
is the same at the end as it was at the beginning. Of the men that
marched gallantly out of England a few lears igo in the Crimean
war, how many never came back! Regiments that went forth, strong
and cheerful, with bands playing and banners flying, laid their bones
in a foreign land, and never returned to their native country. But
it is not so with Christ's army. Not one of His soldiers shall be
missing at last. He Himself declares "They shall never perish."

The devil may cast some of the members of the true Church into
prison. He may kill, and burn, and torture, and hang. But after he
has killed the body, there is nothing more that he can do. He
cannot hurt the soul. When the French trootrx took Rome a few
years ago, they found on the walls of a prison cell, under the
Inquisition, the words of a prisoner. Who he was, we know not. But
his words are worthy of remembrance. Though dead, he yet
speaketh. He had written on the walls, very likely after an unjust
trial, and a still more unjust excommunication, the following striking
words: "Blessed Jesus, they cannot cast me out of Thy true
Church." That record is true. Not all the power of Satan can cast
out of Christ's true Church one single believer.

The children of this world may wage fierce warfare against the
Church, but they cannot stop the work of conversion. What said
the sneering Emperor Julian, in the early ages of the Church:"What is the carpenter's son doing now?" An aged Christian made
answer, "He is making a coffin for Julian himself." But a few
months passed away, when Julian, with all his pomp and power,
died in battle. Where was Christ when the fires of Smithfield were
lighted, and when Latimer and Ridley were burnt at the stake?
What was Christ doing then? He was still carrying on His work of
building. That work will ever go on, even in troublous times.

Fear not, beloved brethren, to begin serving Christ. He to whom
you commit your souls has all power in heaven and earth, and He
will keep you. He will never let you be cast away. Relatives may
oppose. Neighbours may mock. The world may slander and sneer.
Fear not! Fear not! The powers of hell shall never prevail against
your soul. Greater is He that is for you, than all they that are
against you.

Fear not for the Church of Christ, my brethren, when ministers
die, and saints are taken away. Christ can ever maintain His own
cause. He will raise up better and brighter stars. The stars are all
in His right hand. Leave off all anxious thoughts about the future.
Cease to be cast down by the measures of statesmen, or the plots
of wolves in sheep's clothing. Christ will ever provide for Flis own
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Church. Christ will take care that the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. All is going on well, though our eyes may not see it.
The kingdoms of this world shall yet become the kingdom of our
God and of His Christ.

Sufter me now to say a few words of practical application of this
sermon. I speak to many, whom I speak to for the first time. I
speak, perhaps, to many whom I speak to for the last time. Let not
this service conclude without an effort to press home the sermon
on each heart.

l. My first word of application shall be a question. What shall
that question be? Wherewith shall I approach you? What shall
I ask? I ask you, whether you are a member of the one true
Church of Christ? Are you in the highest, the best sense, a
"Churchman" in the sight of God? You know what I mean. I look
far beyond the Church of England. I speak of the Church built
upon the rock. I ask you, with all solemnity-Are you a member
of that one Church of Christ? Are you joined to the great Founda'
tion? Have you received the Holy Ghost? Does the Spirit witness
with your spirit, that you are one with Christ, and Christ with you?
I beseech you, in the name of God, to lay to heart this question,
and to ponder it well.

Take heed to yourselves, dear brethren, if you cannot give a
satisfactory answer to my inquiry. Take heed, take heed, that you
do not make shipwreck of faith. Take heed, lest at last the gates of
hell prevail against you, the devil claim you as his own' and you be
cast away for ever. Take heed, lest you go down to the pit from
the land of Bibles, and in the full light of Christls gospel.

2. My second word of application shall be an invitation. I
address il to all who are not yet true believers. I say to you, Come
and join the one true Church without delay. Come and join your-
selves to the Lord Jesus Christ in an everlasting covenant not'to be
forgotten. Come to Christ and be saved. The day of decision must
come some time. Why not this very evening? Why not today, while
it is called today?-Why not this very night, ere the sun rises
tomorrow morning?-Come to Him, whose I am, and whom I
serve. Come to my Master, Jesus Christ. Come, I say' for all things
are now ready. Mercy is ready for you, heaven is ready for you,
angels are ready to rejoice over you, Christ is ready to receive you.
Chlist will receive you gladly, and welcome you among His children.
Come into the ark-the flood of God's wrath will soon break upon
the earth--+ome into the ark and be safe.

Come into the life-boat. The old world will soon break into.
pieces! Hear you not the tremblings of it? The world is but a
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wreck hard upon the sandbank. The night is far-spent-the waves
are beginning to rise-the winds are rising-the storm will soon
shatter the old wreck. But the life-boat is launched, and we, the
ministers of the Gospel, beseech you to come into the life-boat and
be saved.

Dost thou ask, How can I come, my sins are so many? Dost thou
ask how thou shait come? Hear the words of that beautiful hvmn:"Just as I am: without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee,-

O Lamb of God I come."
That is the way to come to Christ. You should come, waiting for
nothing, and trying for nothing. You should come, as a hungry
sinner, to be filled-as a poor sinner to be enriched-as a bid,
undeserving sinner to be clothed with righteousness. So coming,
Christ would receive you. "Him that cometh" to Christ, He ..will in
no wise cast out." Oh! come, come to Jesus Christ.

3. Last of all, let me give a word of exhortation to my believing
hearers.

Live a holy life, my brethren. Walk worthy of the Church to
which you belong . Live like citizens of heaven. Let your light shine
before men, so that the world may profit by your conduct. Let them
know whose you are, and whom you serve. Be epistles of Christ,
known and read of all men; written in such clear futters, that none
can say, I know not whether he be a member of Christ or not.

Live a courageous life, my brethren. Confess Christ before men.
lVhafever station you occupy, in that station confess Christ. Why
should you be ashamed of Him? He was not ashamed of you on thl
cross. He is ready to confess you now before His Father in heaven.
Why should you be ashamed of Him? Be bold. Be very bold. The
good soldier is not ashamed of his uniform. The true believer oueht
never to be ashamed of Christ.

Live a joyful life, my brethren. Live like men who look for that
blessed hope--the second coming of Jesus Christ. This is the
prospect to which we should all look forward. It is not so much
the thought of going to heaven, as of heaven coming to us, that
should fill our minds. There is a good time coming for all the people
of God-a good time for all the Church of Christ-a good time for
all believers-a bad time for the impenitnent and unbelieving-a
bad time for them that will serve their own lusts. and turn their
backs on the Lord, but a good time for true Christians. For that
good time, let us wait, and watch, and pray.

The scaftolding will soon be taken down-the last stone will soon
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be brought out-the top-stone will be placed upon the edifice. yet
a little time, and the full beauty of the building shall be clearly
seen.

- T-h9 ereat master Builder will soon come himself. A building
shall be shown to assembled worlds, in which there shall be n6
imperfection. The Saviour and the saved shall rejoice together.
The whole universe shall acknowledge, that in the building of
Christ's Church all was well done.

Just a tiny linle child
Three years old,

And a mother with a heart
All of gold.

Often did that mother say,
Jesus hears us when we pray,
For He's never far away;

And He always answers.

Now that tiny little child
Had brown eyes,

And she wanted blue instead
Like the skies.

For her mother's eyes were blue
Like forget-me-nots. She knew
All her mother said was true:

Jesus always answered.
So she prayed for two blue eyes,

Said "Good night,"
Went to sleep in deep content

and delight.
Woke up early, climbed a chair
By a mirror. Where, oh, where
Could the blue eyes be? Not there:

Jesus hadn't answered.

Hadn't answered her at all:
Never more

Could she pray; her eyes were brown
As before.

Did a little soft wind blow?
Came a whisper soft and low-
Jesus answered. Hc said "No."

fsn't "No" an answer? Amy Carmichael,
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Young People's Page

TOM'S (6 WORD IN SEASON ''

William Rogers was a cheerful, merry lad of frfteen when he
joined the Navy; and it was a step he never regretted. Eager for
excitement and adventure, but not afraid of hard work or danger,
Bill found it was the very life for him. He got on well with his
comrades, for his sociable nature made him ready to join in with
all that was going on. There was much to recommend the boy;
but he was thoughtless and fond of gaiety, apt to be inconsiderate
of other people if their wishes interfered with his pleasures. Coming
back from a cruise a few years after joining, Bill found his mother
ill in bed. He was sorry for her illness; but he wanted new shoes
for a dance the next night, so he worried the poor woman until she
gave him the money from the purse under her pillow. That was
typical of Bill; he was affectionate and good-tempered, but often
selfishly careless.

One Sunday morning during a leave from his ship, Bill came
striding jauntily down the main street. Just as he was passing a
shop where a friend of his lived, the door opened and the friend
came out and hailed him. "Hullo, Bill! where are you oft to?"
"Oh hullo Tom!" replied the other; "I'm just going down to the
Gardens to have some grog and a bit of fun." "Call that enjoying
yourself, do you?" said Tom. "Yes I do, of course," said Bill.
The two stood looking at each other, till Tom said, "Oh well, I
mean to enjoy myself too! " "And where are you going then?"
"To chapel!" said Tom cheerfully. "That's a que€r way to enjoy
yourself," said Bill, laughing. "Come on with me and see," said
Tom. They chatted for a few minutes, and Bill, always anxious to
please his friends, allowed himself to be persuaded.

Tom felt a little doubtful as he brought Bill into the chapel, but
he was relieved to find that he was evidently set on behaving like
the rest. When the sermon came, Bill's attention was immediately
fixed; he seemed to be listening with all his might. On the way
back, Tom broke the silence by asking his friend what he thought
of his kind of enjoyment. "Well," said Bill soberly, "I don't think
it's too bad!" As they parted at Tom's home' he asked Bill if he
would care to come again in the evening. Bill hcsitated for a
moment, and then he said, "Why yes-I think I will."
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Bill joined his friend that evening; The same minister took the
service and preached: What his text or his subject were I cannot
tell you, but during the sermon the sword of God's Word, alive and
powerful, pierced the sailor's soul and spirit. From that day he was
a changed man,.

Of his life in the Navy as a Christian man we do not hear much'
except that his devotion to duty and his dependability in all circum-
stances earned the great respect of his superiors. He fought in many
skirmishes, and went through the battle of Camperdown without a
scratch. When peace came, Bill was at one time in charge of a
guard-ship in the Medway. In the course of his duties, Nelson
himself came to inspect the ship, and Bill was warmly commended
by the great Admiral for having everything in such good order.

During his last years of naval service, Bill was put in command
of a ship which was used for receiving new recruits. They were
taken from the port to two ships which received and distributed the
men. These short trips took three or four days as a rule. Bill
always provided himself with a huge parcel of tracts; these he
distributed to all the men on board, perhaps sixty or seventy of
them. Sunday was always spent in port; in the moming all the
men were assembled for a service. Bill read several of the Prayer-
book prayers, and then added one of his own. This was followed
by the reading of one of Burder's "Village Sermons." By this neans,
hundreds of men were brought under the sound of the Gospel at
least once in their lives, and who can tell what results followed?
We know that God's Word shall not return unto Him void, without
accomplishing what He pleases. Bill also made a point of teaching
the young cab-in-boys to rbad; more than one lad owed his conversion
in later years to the instruction he had from Bill.

At length Bill came to the end of his naval service. But he made
his home in a busy port, and for more th4n twenty years he made it
his chief business to sell the Scriptures to naval men and merchant
seamen. In some cases he would give rather than sell, watering the
seed sown with much prayer. He spent much time in prayer and
in the study of the Word of God, living a life of cheerful obedience
to its precepts. It was reckoned that during those years, up to a
month before his death, Bill had distributed at least thirty thousand
copies of the Scriptures, or part of them.

The old sailor came peacefully and calmly to the end of his life.
Hating everything that savoured of self-righteousness, he continued
to puf his whole trust and confidence in the mercy of God and the
atoning blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. When his last hour drew
near, he called his relatives and friends around him to bid them a
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foving farewell. After this he looked up to heaven, saying, ..Now
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace; for mine eyes have seen-
have seen-have seen Thy salvation!" And so his soul departbd.

I wish I could tell you more of Tom! but about him nothing more
is said. "How great a matter a little fire kindleth!" When we
remember all that resulted from that "chance" encounter between
two friends, perhaps we shall be encouraged to speak "a word in
season" as Tom did. DeMrlnrs.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 138
The whole: Crippled by a fall at frve years old.

Spokesman of the seven Persian princes who condemned Vashti.
To her hastened Mary, after Gabriel's announcement.
The Lord blessed his house for Joseph's sake.
Troubled by the Wise Men's inquiries.
Murdered at noon lying on his bed.
The Lord's name for Zebedee's sons.
Born to Ruth and Boaz.
The church here was alive in name only.
"The Jews'enemy."
Apollos met Aquila and Priscilla first at this place.
He said, "Let us also go with Him, that we may die with Him."
King Manasseh's mother.

SOLUTION OF No. 137
The whole: Barzillai (2 Sam. 19:32\

l. Blue (Esther 8: l5).
2. Ambassage (Luke 14:32).
3. Red (Genesis 25:30, 33).
4. Zenas (Titus 3: l3).
5. Incurable (2 Chron. 2l: l8).
6. Lamentation (Acts 8:2).
7. Learning (Daniel l: l7).
8. Avoid (Titus 3:9).
9. Iron (Deuteronomy 3: I l).
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