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OR, WOltDS OF SPIRITUAL C.\(jTIOK, COU~SEL, A:":n COMFORT•

.. Who comfortdh us in all our tri,bulation, that we may be able to comfort them..
which. are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted

of God."-2 4 CORIXTHIANS i. 4.

YE THAt FEAR, COME A 0 HEAR.

.. Come and hear, all :ye that fear God, and J will declare
what He hath don~ for m:y soul."-Psalm Ixvi. 16.

THE Psalmist says here, .. Come and hear all :ye that fear God."
Of most people it is written, .. There is no fear of God before their
eyes" (Rom. iii. 18). That was true in the Apostle's time. It is
sadly true to-day,' and it was no doubt true in the Psalmist's time.
His words were only addressed to those who feared God. They alone
could listen with delight to his account of what God had done for his
soul. Not then to a mixed audience did he wish to speak, but only
to an audience of people who feared God. Ever since the fall these
have always been few in number. We .do not know the population
of Sodom, but it is evident tnat there were not ten persons who feared
God in the city. Otherwise it would hav~ been spared. Lot must
have been very lonely from a spiritual point of view. Such loneliness
is often felt t~day by the Lord's true people. Our Lord tells us

. that the way to heaven is narrow, and the gate into the way is strait,
and" few there be that find it." On the other hand, .. wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat" (Matt. vi.. 13, 14). This seems to
be increasingly true in these apostate days. In villages, towns, and
cities few are they who fear God.

. In many cases the believer has to say, .. Help, Lord; for the godly
man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men"
(Psalm xii. 1). Even outward professing Christians are getting fewer
in number. Hence our churches and chapels are getting more and
more empty. The true people of God must have the courage to walk
in a lonely and unpopular path, but yet the Lord Himself is. always

..
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with them, and His Word is a lamp unto their feet ~nd a light unto
their path. .

But who are they that fear God? They are those to whom God
gives a new heart and a new spirit, i.e., those whom P-Ie regenerates.
those 'who are born again, .. not of blood. nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 12, 13). Such believe
on the name of Christ. They delight in Him and wholly trust in
His blood. God in mercy and grace puts His fear in their 'hearts,
and .. they walk in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost" (Acts ix. 31). They belong to .. the Church of God
which He hath purchased with His Own blood" (compare Acts
ix. 31, .. The Churches," with Acts xx. 28, .. The Church of God ").
Now these people love each other's company. It is a joy to them
to meet one ~lllother. .. Then they that fearec;l the Lord spake often
one to another: and the Lord h'earkened." He listened to their
conversation, as parents delight to listen to the talk of their children.
The speech of those who fear the Lord is the outcome of their thinking
upon His name, .and the Lord says of them, .. The)) shall be Mine."
(See Jeremiah xxxii. 39, 40; and Malachi iii. 16, 17).

Well, the Psalmist has something to tell such people, and he says,
.. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He
hath done for my soul." Perhaps there were only a few such people
about, but to them he said, .. Come and hear." He wanted to tell
them what God had done for his soul. A great many people only
think about the body. but we have all got souls as well as bodies.
The body will die, but the soul still lives when it leaves the body.
The Psalmist does not give particular details concerning what God did
for his soul. but we propose t9 draw attention to what He does for
the souls of His true people.

1. First. ll>e /mOll> that it is God Who in rich merc)) saves the soul
from hell.

We need to be clear in our minds as to the distinction there is
bet~een the soul and the body. We read of Rachel, jacob's wife,
that .. as her soul 'was departing (for she died) that she called his
name Ben-oni: but his father calIed him Benjamin" (Gen. xxxv. 18):
Death was the departure of the soul or spirit from the body. We
read of Hannah, the mother of Samuel, .. that 'she poured out her
soul before the Lord" (1. Sam. i. 15). Real prayer may be spoken
by the lips of the body, but it really comes from the soul.

The widQW woman, who fed Etijah from her barrel of meal and
her cruse of oil, had a son who died. Elijah took the child into a
loft and laid him upon his own bed and then prayed, .. 0 Lord
my God; I pray Thee, let this child's soul come into him again"
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(I. Kings xvii. 21, 22). When the child died his soul left his body
1Jefore he ,was dead. When" the soul of the child came into him
again, he revived." When the rich man who was clothed in purple
and fine "linen died, he was buried. That is, his body was buried.
That, however, was not the end of him. Our Lord says, "In" hell
he lift up his eyes, being i[l torments." These solemn words refer
to his soul. His soul was· in torments. Lazarus also died and
prob~bly was buried, but his soul was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom. and he was not .. tormented" but .. comforted"
(Luke xvi. 22-25). Our Lord draws aside the curtain which hides
from view the other world. There we see that those who hear not
Bible Gospel truth go to a place of torment, while those who.
through infinite grace, hear the word of the Gospel. and trust in Him
Who died the Just for the unjust, go to a place of comfort and
blessedness-i.e.• to heaven.

Now, no man can save his own soul. It is God Who is the God
of s~lvation, and it is of Him. of Whom His people can say, "He
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to
our works. but according to His Own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (II. Timothy
i. 8, 9). What an infinite mercy it is if we can declare that God
has saved .us according to His Own purpose and grace, given ,us in
Christ before the world began. All such also say, "We are not
of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to
the saving of the soul" (Heb. x. 39). They believe on. they trust
in the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. All such are saved. Christ
came into the world on purpose to save sinners. He came to seek
and to save the lost, those who like sheep had gone astray. On Him
His Father laid their iniquity, and He willingly bore its penalty in
their stead, so that they can say, "With His stripes we are healed.~·

The inspired Scriptures tell of this wondrous and everlasting salvation,
and hence they are able through the Spirit's powerful application to
make sinners wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus
(II. Tim. iii. 15).

F or God to save the soul is the chief and most important need of
the sinner. • For what is a' man profited, if he shall gain the whole
world. and lose his own soul?" (Matthew xvi. 26).

Yes, what advantage is it to live in a beautiful house and to have
plenty of money and plenty of earthly things. if, when the soul leaves
the body, it finds itself in hell. Yet, how solemn to notice that all the
thoughts of men and women in general are concentrated upon earthly
wealth, earthly comforts and earthly pleasures, and no concern is
evinced concerning the eternal welfare of the soul. The rich fool
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said, .. Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Cfhou fool,
this night thy soul shall be reqwred of thee: then whose shall those
things be which thou hast provided?" (Luke xii. 19, 20). How
we need to take heed to the warning of our Lord Jesus Christ;
especially in these days of air-raids. He says, .. Fear not them that
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear Him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt. x. 28).

2. Secondly, we know that Cod graciousl}} strengthens the souls of
His people.

We remember many years ago that the late Rev. W. T urpin began
his address at a Clifton Conference by drawing attention to the words
of Psalm cxxxviii. 3. In that Psalm David says, .. In the
day when I cried Thou answeredst me, and strengthendst me with
strength in m}} soul." He i the same God to-day. His people are
in themselves a feeble folk. They are always poor and needy.
They are always in need of Divine strength, and what a mercy it is
that His people to-day can say from personal" experience, .. In the
day when I cried Thou answeredst me and strengtnenedst me with
strength in my soul." .. He giveth power to the faint"; and to them
-that have no might He increaseth strength" (Isaiah xl. 29). We
all need fresh supplies of strength. It is needed for domestic dutie .
It is needed in the office, in the place of business, on the farm, in all
the daily duties that fall to us. We need strength to remember
Whose we are an'd Whom we serve. We need it to stand firm
against temptation and to l3e stedfast in the faith. The temptations
of the world, the f\esh and the devil call for constant manifestations
of God's strength on behalf of His people, and He is able to make
all grace abound toward us, so that we, always having all sufficiency
i'n all things, may abound to every good work.

3. Thirdl}}, He restores and satisfies the souls of His people.
He is their Shepherd, and sheep are prone to wander away, but

they can say, .. He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths
or righteousness for His name's sake" (Psalm xxiii. 3). The souls
'of Cod's people get hungry, especially' in these solemn days when
spiritual food is rarely spread out for' them. But" He satisfies the
longing soul, ,and filleth the hungry soul with goodness'· (Psalm
cvii. 9). So much is it His custom tJ satisfy the' longing soul, that
Mary said, .. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich
He hath sent empty away" (Luke i. 53).

4. Fourthl}}, He gives to the souls of His people a deep sense of
His mercies.

So many are the benefits, temporal and spiritual, which He bestows
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upon them, that they are constrained to say, .. Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord,
o my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; Who healeth all they diseases; Who redeemeth thy life
from destruction; Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender
mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy
youth is renewed like the eagle's" (Psalm ciii. 1-5). Thus the people
of God are not short of matter if at times they come in contact with
those who fear God. They can call to mind a long catalogue of
mercies which they can tell to those who fear God. They can say,
.. Verily God hath heard me; He hath attended to the voice of my
prayer," and they are constrained to say .. Blessed be God, which
hath not turned away my prayer, nor His mercy from me." They
can go back from the'sixty-sixth Psalm to the thirty-fourth and say,
.. I will bless the Lqrd at all times: His praise shall continually be
in my mouth. My soul shall ~ake her boast in the Lord: . the
humble shall hear thereof and be glad. .. This poor man cried,
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles"
(Psalm xxxiv. I, 2. 6).

Is not this the case with you dear believing reader? While writing
this .article a letter came. and the writer said. .. Changes have come
into my life, and sorrows too, but my heart is full of thankfulness
to the Lord for all His love, and I /mow. He doeth all things well."
Are we not all full of thankfulness to our Covenant God for all the
manifestations of His love to our souls and bodies. In particular,
we can say with Hezekiah, .. Thou hast in love to my soul delivered
it from' the pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind
Thy back" (Isaiah xxxviii. I 7).

ow shall my solemn vows be paid,
To that Almighty power, .

That heard the long requests I made
In my distressful hOUr.

My lips and cheerful tongue prepare
To make His mercies known;

Come, ye that fear my God. and hear
The wonders He has done.

When on my head huge sorrows fell,
I sought His heavenly aid;

He saved my sinking soul from hell,
And 'peath's eternal shade.
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!f sin lay covered in my heart,
While prayer employed my tongue,

'The Lord had shown me no regard,
N or I His praises sung.

But God (His name be ever blessed!)
, Has set my spirit free;

Nor turned from Him my poor request,
or turned His heart from-me." - (Dr. Walls).

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

.. THESE SHEE.P; WHAT HAVE THEY DONE"?

SARAH, weary of waiting, or growing more and more uncertain of
the import of the promise, moved Abraham to 'a project which has had
effect from that day to this. The inevitable family discord soon made
itself felt. It always seems strange that Sarah should blame Abraham
as if he was the sole originator of the scheme: .. My wrong te upon
thee." Did she mean that although the proposal was hers, it remained
with her husband to reject it? If he sanctioned it, she was free of
the responsibility of it, whether i was right or wrong, The weaker
have the double privileg'e of being helped forward to good, and being
restrained from evil. So the Israelitish daughters were taught. They
might make vows to their own undoing, but if their fathers heard
and disallowed the vows, they became invalid. In any case; Sarah
cast the burden of their disquiet upon Abraham, He ruled the
difficulty, and God was very gracipus to them all.

It was a dreadful day in the Garden of Eden when Adam referred
his misdoing to Eve.. ot that she Was innocent: they were both in
the condemnation, guilt and fear possessed them alike, but he tried to
transfer his share of the iniquity to her, leaving her also to answer, for
her own.

So does, not the Lord Christ for those whom His F ath~r has given
Him. He takes the responsibility of their iniquity upon His own

• ~uiItless, sinless head, and atones for it, all of it. He pleads their
canse with any who condemn, comforting them with Hi~ power, His
intercession, His love, His promise and His performance. When
their iniquity is sought for it is not to. be found, either in the heights
above or in the depths beneath. .. Thou art all fair, My love,"
He says. .. There is no spot in thee." . For the rapture 01 this
knowledge they may have to wait long, feeling the burden of bondage,
but Christ's love will carry the day, and the .. Promise of the Father" -
unfold more and more of its eternal blessedness. . FOLLOWER-O .
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THE BOOK OF LIFE.
.. 1 intreal thee also, true yoqefellow, help those Women which

laboured with me in the Gospel, with Clement also, and
with other my fellow-labourers, whose names are in the
booq of life."-Philippians iv. 3.

THE Church in Philippi was founded by the Apostle Paul and Silas
during the APostle's second missionary journey. A few days after
their arriv~l in that city they went on the Sabbath day .. by a river
side where prayer was wont to be made; and they sat down, and
spake unto the women which resorted thither." 'Of one of the women
present whose name was Lydia, it is said .. Whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Pau!'''
These words describe her conversion and' they attribute it to Divine
action. Many people now-a-days urge people to open their own
hearts. The inspired Word says, .. Whose heart the Lord opened.."
Why should we deviate from the clear and express teaching of
Scripture? The conversion of Lydia was followed by the conversion
of the jailor. Lydia was baptized there and then, and so was the
jailor, .. he. and all his, straightway," and he .. rejoiced, believing in
God with all his house." Other converts seem to be included in the
words, .. When they had seen the brethren, they ~omforted them, and
departed" (see Acts 16, 12-40). Philippi was an important city

" in Macedonia and as Paul visited Macedonia later on, he must have
visited Philippi and spent some time there (see Acts 20, 1-6).

Two women are specially mentioned by the Apostle (Euodias and
Syntyche), who belonged to the Church in Philippi. When he wrote
this Epistle he could say of them, .. these women which laboured with
me in the Gospel." That is, they laboured in spreading the Gospel,
perhaps amongst children and their own sex (see I. Cor. XIV. 34;
I. Timothy ii. 12). They seem also to have laboured with someone
whose name was Clement and also with other fellow-labourers of the

, . Apostle. An un-named yokefellow . is also mentioned whom the
Apostle in treats to help the two women mentioned in verse two. These
two women, saints though they were, were evidently at variance for
some reason, and the Apostl~ beseeches them .. to be of the same
mind in the Lord." In a previous chapter he had exhorted the whole
Church to .. be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind" (Phi!. ii. 2). The saints in Apostolic times were much
like the saints of the times in which we live. The old nature was in
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them, and it lusted against the Spirit. Hence there was al""ays a
danger of a lack of harmony and love prevailing. Against this we
need to be warned, and against this we need to pray. Yet ~hat a
mercy it is that the Apostle clearly teaches that these women, and
Clement, whoever he was, and other fellow-labourers of the Apostle,
were not shut out of heaven because they had to own themselves to be

/ guilty of sin, more or less. No, of all of them the inspired Apostle
says, .. Whose names are in the book of life." They, like ourselves,
had their failings. They would be deceiving themselves if they said
they had' no sin. Yet their names were in the book, of life. The
shedding of Christ's blood had secured the remission of their sins,
and God's covenant promise to all His regenerated, justified, believing
people is .. Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more"
(Heb. x. 16,' 17).

But now what is this Book of Life? What does Scripture say
about it? The Apostle had said in chapter iii. 20, .. Our conversation
(R.V. citizenship) is in heaven." The saints at Philippi could look
for a city which had foundations, a city yet to come, .. the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem" (Heb. xi. 10; xii. 22;
xiii. 14). The Book of Life contains the names of those whose
citizenship is in heaven. Let us con~der the teaching of Scripture on
this Book of Life.

1. First, it is a heavenly Boo/r.
It was a book" written in heaven I' (Heb. xii. 23). It is also kept

in heaven. We should search in vain for it in" the British Museum,
or in any of the greater or smaller libraries of the world. The
register of the citizens of earthly cities may be found in earthly
libraries, but the Book of Life is found only in heaven. Paul,' by
inspiration, w~s assured that the saints referred to in the Epistle to
the Philippians were inscribed in the Book of Life, but we cannot
see this Book. We cannot look over its pages to see whose names
are inscribed in it. Its contents are hidden from our view. The
conten'ts are a secret known only to Him Whose throne is in heaven.
Moreover, this Book is secure from all damage. German bombs

, destroyed over a million books when they destroyed Paternoster Row
and its neighbourhood. No bombs can destroy the Book of Life,
and God only knows its contents.

2. Secondly, the Boo/r of Life is an ancient Boo/r.

It is .. the Book of Life from the foundation of the DJorld"
(Rev. xvii. 8). When" in the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth" this Book was in being. All it's names were inscribed
therein. Before any of the people whose names were written therein
were born, the Lord had put all their names down in it. In fact

• I
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they were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world (Ephes.
I, 4). The Lord said to Job, .. Where wast thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth?" (Job xxxviii. 4). He was not then in
existence, nor was any other human being. Adam ",nd Eve were
not created till after the creation of the heaven and the earth. Thus
this Book goes back to eternal times. Its contents show that God
had in His mind the persons whose names are in the Book of Life
long before they had any being. .

3. Thirdly, this Bo{)k is the Lamp's Book of Life.
It belongs to the Lamb of God. It is called .. the Lamb's book

of life" (Rev. xxi. 27). The Lamb is He Who was slain, Who
redeemed His people by His blood out of every kindred, and Jongue,
and people, and nation. He is the .Lamb that sitteth on the throne
for ever and ever. The redeemed are made white in the blood of
the Lamb. They overcome by the blood of the Lamb, He is the
Lamb whose Father's name is in the foreheads of His people.
.. He is Lord of lords and King of kings." We are left in no doubt
who the Lamb is. We read of John the Baptist looking on Jesus
as He walked, and saying of Him, .. Behold the Lamb of God! ..
(John i. 29). His is the Book of Life, and His are the people
whose names are written therein. All whose names are written therein
are appointed to eternal life. They are His sheep, given to Him by
the rather. For them He laid down His life. In due time they
hear His voice and follow Him, and He gives unto them eternal life
and they snail never 'perish nor shall anyone pluck them out of His
hand. He says, .. My Father, which gave them is greater than all;
and no man is able to' pluck them out of My Father's hand" (see
John x. 15, 27~29). We read of a beast with seven heads and
ten horns, and all the world worshipped him. He has a mouth
speaking great things and blaspl}.emies. He opens his mouth in
blasphemy against God. He makes war with the saints, and over
comes them. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him
.. whose names are not written in the boole of life of the bamb slain ..
(Rev. 13, 8 and verses 1~7).1 Those whose names are written in
the Lamb's book of life will be divinely preserved from worshipping
this awful being. Those who do worship him, .. shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God" (see Rev. xiv. 9~ 11).

4. La~tly, the Book of Life will be opened when the great white
throne is set up.

The dead, small and great, shall stand before God. Books will
be opened. Among them will be opened the book of life, .. And
whosoever was not found written i~ the book of life was ca;t into the
lake of frre" (Rev. xx: 11-15).



On' the other hand, "they which are written in the Lamb's book
of life" shall enter the new and heavenly Jerusalem. In that city,
"there shall be no more curse." The Lamb's servants shall serve
Him. They shall see His face. His name shall be in their
foreheads. There shall be no night there. "They need no candle,
neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and
they shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xxi. 27; xxii: 3-5).

But who are the people whose names are in this Book of Life?
How can we know whether our names are inscribed therein? These
are indeed solemn and intensely important questions, far more important
than questions about the war and about the peace which may follow
it. We suggest that all who belong to the Lamb are in the Lamb's
Book of Life. Do we belong to Him?· Are we. His sheep?· He
tells us some of the marks of His sheep. He says " My sheep hear
My voice." Do we listen to His voice speaking in His word. One
thing He has said is, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest"

Have we ever felt heavy laden with the burden of our sins? Have
we really felt we were really lost, hell-deserving sinners, and have
we earnestly desired to be delivered from the penalty and power of our
sins? If so, have we come unto Him? He is the only One who can
rid us of the burden of sin and deliver us from its penalty and power.
If we really come unto Him we hear His voice and indicate that we
are His sheep. To such He, in His infinite grace, give~ eternal life.
Such trust in His blood and righteousness. Such believe in Him.
Of such it is written, "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life (the life referred to in the Book of Life), and he that believeth
not the Son shall_not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him"
(John iii. 36).

Another question may be asked: Do we belong to the Church of
God? We read, .. Ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to the innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly and Church of the first
born, which .are written in heaven" (Heb. xii. 23). Without going
into the whole of this passage we see that the members of the Church
of the first-born are written or enrolled in heaven. Do we belong
to "the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own
blood? (Acts xx. 28). We may belong to some particular
denomination, and yet not belong to the Church of God. The word
Church means the called out people of God, those callea out of
darkness into His marvellous light, and then justified by faith in
Christ's blood and righteousness. Have we been called out, separated
from the world, regenerated by God's Spirit: placed in the narrow way
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which leads to glory? In other words, is Christ precIous to us?
Are we trusting only in His merits for our eternal salvation? If so,
we belong to His called out people-His Church. We are members
of His body, the Church of which He is the· Head. Hence we are
"written in Heaven." Many may be written down as members of
a Christian denomin'ation and yet may not really be members of Christ's
mystical body. We might be named in a baptismal register, and on
a communicant's roll, and yet not be written in the Lamb's Book of
Life. Mere outward profession is not enough. . Vital union with
Christ. and definite separation from the world, are essential marks of
members of the Church of God which is ~hrist' s body.

Immense indeed is the mercy if, through ~od's infinite grace, we
can humbly be assured that our names are in the Book of Life.
What a mercy it was to the seventy to hear Christ saying to them.
" Notwithstanding in this rejoice not. that the spirits are subject unto
you; but rather ·rejoice, because your names are written in heaven"
(Luke x. 20).

THE EDITOR.

SPURGEON'S CONCERN ABOUT THE
J TABERNACLE.. I

EXTRACT from a Sermon on "Our Last Journey,'" preach~d by
Mr. C. H. Spurgeon from Job 16, 22, Treasury of Old Testament,

Vol. n., page 251 :- .

"Consider the fact we shall not return. . " Neither can we
come back to rectify any mistakes we have made in our life work,
nor even return to look after it, in order to preserve that which was
good in it. I sometimes think if I were in heaven, I should almost ,
wish to visit my work at the Tabernacle, to see whether it will
ahide the test of time and prosper when I am gone. Will you keep
the truth? Will you hold to the grand old doctrine of the Gospel?
Or will this Church, like so many others, go astray from the simplicity
of the faith, and set up gaudy services and false doctrines? Methinks
I should turn over in my grave if such a thing should be. God
forbid it: But there will be no coming back, and therefore we must
build well, rejecting all wood, hay, and stubble, using nothing but
gold, silver, and precious stones. We must build quickly to get the
work done, but fast as we labour, we must do' it surely, and honestly,
and thoroughly, for the fire will try it when we are gone. It will
be a pity our work should suffer loss, even though we ourselves should
be saved. We cannot return to save the burning mass, nor to rebuild
the ruin, but we shall doubtless see, and know what comes of it.
• 'Establish' Thou the work of our. hands upon us; yea, the work of
our hands establish Thou it.' ..
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~ilgtim ~apet6.

WELLSPRINGS.

" A land not inhabited."-Lev. xvi. 22..
IN this sacred chapter dealing with the type of the scapegoat. we have
the all-gracious and all-glorious truth sparkling out of the· i.nputed
righteousness of Christ, even of Him Who was "made sin for us.
Who knew no sin, that we might be· made the righteousness of Cod
in him" (II. Cor. v. 21). This was the alone righteousness in which
a poor lost guilty sinner could stand before the Holy God. "As
the scapegoat had imputed to him all the people's' iniquities, so had
Christ all His people's iniquities imputed to Him; and 'as the goat did
bear upon him all their iniquities, so Christ did bear all their sins in
His own body on the tree" (Romaine).

There were two goats brought to Aaron ·and upon which he had
to cast lots' (verses 8-10) and with the blood of the one offered for
the sin offering, he made an atonement and reconciliation in the holy
place. He then proceeds to deal with the live goat, the Azazel, which
signifies " let him go for dismissal." After the service of .. reconciling
the holy place, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar,
he shall bl'ing the live goat; and Aaron shall lay both his hands
(mark the significance Of both his hands)-u.pon the head of the live
goat and confess' over him all the ini·quities of. the children of Israel,
and all their transgressions and all their sins, putting them upon the
head of. the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man
into the wilderness" (verse 21). A fit man is rendered in Hebrew,
as we learn from the marginal reading of our Bibles, a man of
opportunity or a man that had knowledge (oDeut. i. 9 and viii. 15).
Thus led, the goat, bearing upon him all the iniquities, sins and
transgressions confessed, is sent away by the hand of this .. fit man"
into the wilderness unto "a land not inhabited."

The goat was banished to a place of utter desolation wherein to
perish with the awful load upon him!

Do not the words occur to you, dear reader, as you view in this
wondrous type of the scapegoat, those of ygurs and my sins laid
upon our glorious Substitute and Qorne away unto " a land not
inhabitated "? .. Thou' hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness,
and in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me; and Thou hast
afflicted me with all Thy waves. Thou hast put away mine acquaint
ance far from me; Thou hast made me an abomination unto them.
I am shut up: I cannot come forth." The, commentator Trapp, says,
" The goat, a type of Christ's mortal humanity, as the scapegoat 'was
of His immortal deity-or the one of His death and the other of
His ressurrection." Others too are of opinion that hereby was
signifie~ that the Deity of Christ dwelling the in the light inaccessible
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:gave to His humanity sufficient strength for the enduring of those
things which no other creature could have come near for the expiating
of our sins. .. So He telleth the Jews and afterwards His disciples"
(John viii. 22 and xiii. 36). Dear Hawker truly says, .. Had the

weight of sin which Christ bore been borne by any other, it would
have crushed- the whole world of men and of angels."

Oh! is there not in this wondrous type, set forth and discovered
• to the mind of the spiritually enlightened believer, some tiny reflection

of the heights and depths of grace as found in the work of Redemp
tion in the sinless Man of Jehovah's choice, His .. fit man," His
.. man of opportunity"? He came forth frOql the Bosom of Eternal
Love and answered His Father's question, .. Whom shall I send.
Who will go for us?" .. Here am I, send Me."

And as the scapegoat in type, so and much more did Jesus, the
Spotless Lamb of God, bear the sins of His people away into a land'
uninhabited, a land of forgetfulness, from which their sins could never
again be brought up against. them. .. Their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more."

But what could have meant that substitutionary act for Him, that
suffering for the sins of others .. without the camp?" Separation
indeed and suffering as none other could or would ever suffer when
the Man of Sorrows cried out in the depths of soul agony, .. My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" He was indeed
alone, .. none with Him," in that .. land not inhabited; land of
separation," and" cut off out of the land of the living," and stricken
for the transgressions of His people. He knew something of that
awful experience when after His baptism and the declaration from

• Heaven as being His Father's .. Beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased," He is immediately .. led up of the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted of the devil." A wilderness where only wild beasts
had their haunts. There was no one to minister unto Him. -there
alone He met the temptations of the- arch-enemy of souls and refuted
all his vile suggestions by the truth, the authority and the consolation
of the Word of God. Oh! what must have been the heart of His
Father as He saw His well-beloved Son, suffering in the agony of
soul for sins not His own, but as the scapegoat for His people I
No wonder, when having endured His Father's will, the angels were
caused to fly very swiftly at their Creator's bidding to minister unto
Him in the wilderness. But the relief to that d:vine pure mind was
only .. for a season." The devil beset Him throughout all His
gracious ministry and for more than three and a half years God's
Holy Son had to endure .. such contradiction of sinners against

. Himself," coming. as they did to .. catch Him in His words," to
attempt to cloak their craftiness as they asked questions ·in flattering
terms, but never did they succeed, but, on the contrary, were put te
confusion and silence.
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But what must His pure mind have suffered on all those occasions!
Then think of the culmination of it all when after living that holy
and blameless life as the Lamb of God upon earth, and' about to
bear away His people's sins once and for ever "in His own body
on the tree," He was called to suffer and endure the full penalty of
sin, due to you and me, fellow-beiiever! Can we realise Hi~
expressions in Psalm xxii? Can we imagine what that awful gang
'of murderers and taunting blasphemers, even when they were witnessing
His sufferings and agony on the qoss, were to Him? I was
pondering this recently until melted by the gracious Spirit, in con
trition for m:y sins which nailed Him to that ignominous cross.
What awfulness is in. His description of those enemies and what
suffering they brought into His holy, gentle soul as He describes them
as .. many bulls h~ve compassed me; strong bulls of Basham have
beset me round. They gaped upon 11.J.e with their mouths as a
ravening and a' roaring lion." "Dogs have compassed me about."
With no one to help nor cheer the " Man of Sorrows," who was
there for yours and my sins, beloved! And with that cry of agony,
.. My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me," our glorious
Substitute, our .. dear dying Lamb," bore away all yours and my sins,
into a land uninhabited, a land of forgetfulness, a land whence they
can never return, nor be brought up against us. Once and for all,
He could claim the fulfilment of His Father's promise, "I have
blotted out as a cloud" the sins of His people for His dear Son's
sake as their Redeemer!

Hence the royal challenge by the much-forgiven Paul is for every
grace-pardoned, redeemed sinner, .. Who shall lay' anything to the
charge of God's elect? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is
risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh
intercession for us" (Rom. viii. 33). All the sins of all His elect'
were there nailed to the cross ot Calvary: blotted out by the precious
blood and expressed in the words, "11 is finished." No foe, no
fiend, can bring those sins of ours up against us now, successfully.
They are remembered no more. Yet, you and I are daily brought
to mourn our sins, grieve over our daily defilements, and "hate the
sins which make us mourn,''' and ,which grieve "the Holy Spirit of
God whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption.

One would like to have enlarged on the consideration of what the
garden of Eden was, that place of beauty and absolute rest and
peace as given by the hand of the Creator to be enjoyed by our
first parents. But they fell. "Sin crept in and marred God's
beautiful creation. " They were driven forth and henceforth the
world outside that garden was as a waste, howling wilderness without
Him. Thus it is later that we read, as the redemption story is
unfolded, how God "found" His Israel in a waste, howling
wilderness, and typical of everyone of His redeemed,. for whom
Christ became their Substityte. It is coming up from the wilderness
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that the Bride is seen, leaning upon the arm of her Beloved, in the
Song 'Of Songs. Wilderness experiences, all through our chequered
history, and yet it was a beautiful world He formed for His people, •
traces of which they daily look upon and rejoice in, in the beauties
of nature budding forth in their season, the lQvely flowers everywhere
delighting the eye. God's people have often remarked upon His
kindnesses, and thought it impossible that flowers could eve~ have
been more beautiful and welcome than now. And that is how yours
and my God, fellow-believer, is dealing with us, taking delight in
us, caring for our persons, proving daily to us that we are precious
to Him, and that all our sins by His matchless mercy have been
blott d out, buried in the depths of the sea, carried to .. a land not
inhabited," never lo be brought up against us. .. There is therefore
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ ] esus."

The thrice happy man or woman who has thus obtained freedom
from the curse and condemnation under the law, and facing his fierce
accuser and arch-enemy, will know the sweetness of that word .. no
condemnation" to his soul's eternal rest and the Saviour's eternal
glory.

.. N 0 condem~ation," he may sing,
I stand in favour with the King;
1'm set at liberty. to prove
The heights and depths of Sovereign Love.
Freed from the power and call of sin,
Grace reigns triumphantly within;
And frel; from wrath, and curse, and hell,
His happiness no tongue can tell.

NATIONAL SINS.

-(f. /rol1s).
R.

A CORRESPONDENT in the English Churchman says: .. We know
not how far God may have permitted this German scourge as a
judgment upon the nations (ourselves among them) for our • manifold
transgressions and mighty sins.' It is startlingly true that within the
last 30 years there has been a "Tlational departure from God on an
increasing scale, and the downgrade pace is accelerating every year
with a terrible momentum. The rejection of the Holy Scriptures as
the very Word of God, the promulgation of pure rationalism from
Christian pulpits and platforms, the determined secularization and
open desecration of the Lord's Day, the flood of impure literature
and debasing stage plays, the mad lust for pleasure, the shameless
indecencies in dress, and the unblushing immodesties of the rising
generation-these are some of the more apparent symptoms which /
betray the cancer that is eating out the heart of our national life,
religiously, socially, and domestically."
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•
~etmon5' anti ~ot£5' of ~etmOn6 .

SPIRITUAL MERCIES GRATEFULLY
REMEMBERED.

PART OF A SERMON BY THE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A.,

preached at St. Bartholomew's Church (by the Exch~nge), London,
on Tuesday morning, September 17th, 1839.

" For this cause also thank we Cod without ceasing, because
whim ye received the Word of Cod which ye heard of us,
ye received it 'l1ot as the word of men, but (as it is in
truth) the Word of Cod which effectively worl~eth a/;o
in you that believe."-(I. Thessalonians ii. 13).

WE find this holy apostle, in the preceding context, calling to the
remembrance of those persons whom he was addressing what he had
preached unto them. In the eighth verse of this chapter he styles it
" the Gospel of God" that he had preached to them. In the-text
he styles it ," the Word of God." He evidently means that" faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners"-a faithful saying indeed, the Word of God,
and not of man, that which may be depended upon, the true and real
Gospel, f. worthy of all acceptation," good news, "tidings of great
joy," and this the sum and substance, "that Christ Jesus came into
the world" with this gracious design " to save sinners."

Now this Gospel he had preached to' them with great simplicity,
and with much judgment and perseverance and faithfulness. He had
done it in a most disinterested way and manner, and with an earnest
desire for their spiritual and eternal good; and you find in the text
that he had done it with success, and that this success filled his heart
with abundant gratitude and thanksgiving to God. He blesses the
Lord that what he had spoken had not been (as is expressed in holy
Scripture in one place) "like water spilt upon the ground that cannot
be gathered up again," bu~ that it had "worked effectually in them
that believed."

And what were those effects, which had been produced by the
preaching of the Gospel of God? And what are produced and will
be produced to the very end of time, till that day, when the last
trumpet shall sound and Christ shall appear, the Judge of all? What
are the fruits? We will answer in the first place, the fruit of
repentance or a conviction of sin. True conviction of sin, and in
consequence repentance before God, is one of the first grand' effects.
And then it works 1aith~faith in Jesus, It wa,s strongly exemplified
in the experience and conduct of the persons here addressed. In the
preceding chapter, the A,postle has these remarkable words: "Knowing,
brethren beloved, your election of God." What a strong expression!
How did he know this? ot that he had ever ente'red into the
heavens and read the Lamb's book of life, but says he, "For our

~
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Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power and in the
Holy Ghost and in much assurance, and ye became followers of us
and of the Lord." Evidently implying, that they were not only
convinced of their need of a Saviour, but that they saw His
suitableness and .sufficiency, and embraced Him. There are many
(there is reason to apprehend), and ever have been, who receive the
Gospel in a mere notional and uninfl.uential way and manner. It will,
profit them nothing in the day of judgment. But this Gospel is
received with effect and to the advantage of the saving of the soul,
when··it produc~s a closing with Jesus, fleeing ·to Him, receiving Him,
a,nd resting the soul's salvation, simply and entirely upon Him. And
thus it was with the persons addressed in our text and described in
the preceding context. And for this a man must be indebted to God.
A man can receive the Word thus, only by grace given him from
above. .. No man" (what a striking declaration is this!) .. no man
can say that Jesus i; the Lord but by the Holy Ghost "-that is
call Him so experimentally and ~ffectually, so as to receive Him as
such, and cleave unto Him, and rest his whole salvation simply ·and

. entirely upon Him. And then another grand effect produced by the
Gospel is spiritual feeding, nourishing, building up and establishing of
the beloved of the Lord when called by His grace. The truths
exhibited by the Gospel are therefore represented, not only under the
idea of bread and milk, not only establishing and building them up
.and feeding them, but npurishing also and exceedingly exhilarating
too: and therefore the Gospel is described as wine, as well as milk,
spread before them. The very same instrument, the very same
mean, whereby a sinner is brought· .. out of darkness into marvellous
light," and receives the knowledg~ of the Saviour in an experimental"
way and actually gives himself up to Him, and rests upon Him simply
and entirely-that very same instrument and mean of grace is the
grand instrument and mean, whereby God does nourish all His beloved
people all the days of their pilgrimage. It is that spiritllal food and
refreshment, which He has provided for them; and we, doubt not,
that it is 'a conviction of this, that has sent many (if not most) here
this day. And besides this, another effect produced is love-love to
the whole Church of the living God, the whole of the redeemed family
wherever scatter~d. And hence, to~ proceeds love to the great Father
of this family, the great King and Head of the Church, and anxious
desire in every way to express this love by all suited and becoming
conduct and conversation. That faith whicH is of the operation of
the Spirit of God, .. the faith of God's elect," as it is emphati~ally
called in Holy Scripture, we are ever to remember, is a faith that
.. worketh by love" and that .. purifieth the heart." It wins the
heart to Jesus, sets the heart upon Him as the object of desire and
delight, and then inclines it in every way to seek to do His will and
to show forth His praise.

Now this was the Gospel· pxeached to the Thessalonians. And



338 The Gospel Magazine

such effects have been produced in the hearts of thou&ands. And thus
it will continue to be preached. And therefore " why do the heathen
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?" F or in spite of all the

. power of earth and hell, it will never be banished from the world,
till the Lord has accomplished His own purpose by it. He has given
His own word to this, that He will be with His ministers "to the
end of the world," clearly implying that this grand mean and
'institution shall stilt exist. And this we say, ever since it existed,
has been the grand instrument of convincing men of sin, and winning
their hearts to Him, and to those that really belong to .Him, wherever
scattered upon the face of the whole earth; and so it will continue to
the end of time. I will gather you, says the Lord, one by one; " and
I will take you, one of a city and two of a family, and I will bring
you to Zion." _

But what we mean chiefly to attempt 'to InSist upon, and as the
improvement of this portion of Scripture, is this, c.omprehended in these
few words-that if St. Paul rejoiced and found he had need to give
thanks to God ,,continually (as he says in our present text) on account
of the effects produced in the hearts and coiwersation of that people,
to whom he writes this epistle, how much more cause have everyone
of you, who have felt in, reality and in spirit and truth the power of
the' Word of God for yourselves---:-how much more abundant cause
have you to rejoice and be thankful to God on that account!

This is not the only place in which St. Paul expresses himself to
this effect. He does it in the preceding chapter-; indeed, he does it
again and again. He does' it in one very remarkable passage
addressed to this church, which seems to have been exceedingly dear to
him. It is in the second chapter o( the second epistle. " We are
bound" (says he) "to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren,
beloved ~f the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth, whereunto He called you' by our Gospel', to· the obtaining Of
the glory of· our Lord Jesus Christ." We say, it is a most com~

prehensive and sweet and endearing passage; and there is strongly
expressed his feeling of delight and gratitude on account of the blessing,
that Jehovah had condescended to grant to his labour and endeavour
to spread the knowledge of the savour of Jesus of Nazareth. They
were "chosen to salvation "; but how? "Through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth." And then he adds, "Whereunto
He c~lled you by our Gospel, to' the obtaining of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ."

Now we say, if this was the case with the Apostle, and you have
felt the power of God's Word upon your hearts, in first awakening
you, and then feeding and nourishing and refreshing and encouraging
and supporting you hitherto, and have a pledge that He will continue
this to the end of life (as you surely·have, if He has begun it), then
what cause have you for abundant gratitude, and rich and abiding
praise and thankgsiving!

•
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AFTER MA Y DAYS.

THERE are few households, I suppose, in these days, which have not
suffered the pain of parting with someone dearly loved. Partings are
such sorrowful' things; but if those who are separated from each other
are among the children of God, there is endless comfo'rt for them in
knowing that there can be no separation from God for them who are
in Christ Jesus; whatever happens can only be for good. Poor
Widow Thornton had no such comfort; herself an earnest believer,
she mourned increasingly over the state of her only child, a b~y who
seemed in his wickedness to be abandoned to the devil. I do not
know how early in F red's life he was left fatherless, nor whether
the father was a good man; but Mrs. Thoznt.on had striven early
and late to bring up her boy in the fear of the Lord, and it was
through no failure of her duty to him that F red grew up as it were
determined to go to the bad. He seemed to resist with all his might
his mother's teaching, and joining in all the evil he could find to do,
became entirely hardened in the ways of wickedness.

Things had come to such a pass at last, that F red made up his
mind to go to sea. 0 particulars are given as to why he must go,
hut it seems as if the land could bear him no longer. Mrs. Thornton
was grieved to the heart, ancl' to her the parting was a terrible one.
But she threw herself upon the mercy of her God, and with teArs and,
trembling she put into F red's hand a ~w Testament, in which she
had written his name and her own, imploring him to keep it for her
sake, and not to throw it away.

Fred's ship departed, and his mother was left to watch and pray,
and to wait upon God for comfort concerning her boy. Time went
on and grew into years, but not a word came from the absent one.
At last, Mrs. Thornton's anxiety became unbearable, and she visited
the port from which F red had .sailed to see if she could hear any news.
I suppose she was too timid to go to the proper authorities, for she
waited about until she fell into casual conversation with a sea-captain,
who happened to mention that the ship F red was on had been wrecked
and lost. He had no idea of Mrs. Thornton's connection with it,
for he went OIr to say that on the ship was a young man called
F red Thornton, who was so abandoned to wickedness that everybody
felt it was a great deliverance when he was drowned in the sinking
of the boat. " .

The poor widow! Can you imagine how her heart sank at such
terrible news? All hope was taken from her at a stroke; if he was
gone for ever with his sins on his head, no comfort could reach her.
Stunned and broken, she yet blindly put her trust in God; she was
dumb before Him, knowing that it 'was He who had done it.

The years passed on. Mrs. Thornton was living in a lonely
,cottage in a seaport town, avoiding her fellow-men as far as possible,
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but waiting still upon God. F or her son she had now no hope; but
she looked constantly to the Lord, always longing for tokens of His
favour to herl One day there came a knock at the door, and the
widow went· arfd opened it. There stood a raggt:d seafaring man,
who asked for alms. With her heart till full of her lost son, she
brought- the man in, and asked him to tell her his history.

The sailor had been through many strange experiences and suffered
many hardships. As he began to tell his tale, he broke off, much 'to
Mrs. Thorrrton's surprise, to remark on the wonderful ways of the
Almighty. "I've been through many a shipwreck, ma'am," he said,
"and it's just amazing how God works. Sometimes it seems as if
you've got to lose all you've g.ot just to find the best thing in the
world." Mrs. Thornton's interest must, have shown itself in her face,
fol' the seaman went on: "To give you an example. Some years
back I was at sea with' a lad who'd been brought up better than
.most; he was a bit of a scholar, and could read well, and write too.
Well, we were wrecked, and he and I got washed up on a desert
island. The poor lad was ~o ill with all he'd gone through that he
didn't last no more than two or three weeks, and in the end I saw him
die. But ph, ma' am! I'll never forget him. How he prayed and
prayed, and sorrowed over his sins. He was always reading in a _
little New Testament that he said his mother had given him when
she said goodbye. _He had never let go of it, for you see, ma' am,
he said he owed everything to that book and to his mother; and when
he was dying, he gave it to me and said, " Take it, ] acob, and
read it. God bless you. It's all I have." Ah, it's wonderful how
the Almighty works." .

Mrs. Thomton found herself trembling with strange hopes arid
fears. She was quite unable to speak, ·but the sailor did not 110tice.
He undid his ragged coat, and drawing lout a worn volume, offered it
to the poor \Vidow. "Here's the book itself, ma'am-you have a
look." Mrs. Thomton took the book in her unsteady hand; on'the
first leaf were Fred's name and his mother's 'n her own writing!

Who shall describe the flood of thanksgi>ving that overwhelmed the
poor mother as she recognised that little book? The Lord Himself
saw into her heart, and heard her speechless song of prai.se. He
that is mighty had done' to her great things, and she could do
nothing but adore His Holy Name. "Oh that men would. praise
the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men ! For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the
hungry soul with goodness." , DAMARIS.

FAITH is not our Saviour. It was not faith that was born at
Bethlehem and died on Golgotha .'£or us. It was not faith that loved
us, and gave itself for us; that bore our sins in its own body on the
tree; that died and rose again for our sins. Faith is one thing, the
Saviour is anothe~. Let us not confound them.-Dr. Horatius BonaI'.
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DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE

TEMPLE.

(From Bishop C. P. M'Ilvaine's Evidences of Christianit}),
pp. 234~239 dated 1831).

341

WE come now to the work of destruction which forms the most
remarkable particular in this wonderful prophecy. The ruin of the
city was foretold in these words: .. The}) shall la}) thee even with the
ground, and th}) children within thee: and the}) shall not leave in thee
one stone upon another that shall not be thrown down" (Luke xix.
44). The ruin of the temple was foretold as follows: As the disciples
were showing to Jesus the stupendous buildings of the temple, He
answered: .. 'Veril}) I sa}) unto })OU, there shall not be left here one
stone upon anothCJ', that shall not be thrown down " (Matt. xxiv. 2).
Most wonderfully was the spirit of prophecy manifested in these words.

Everything conspired to make the events appear improoable, and to
prevent their occurrence, when the time predicted had arrived.
Jerusalem was surrounded with three massive walls of immense strength,
rendering its garrison almost unassailable, except by famine, or
pestilence, or internal discord. ever were men more perfectly
devoted to the defence of a city than those of Jerusalem." None cared
for life at the expense of her ruin. The garrison was ten times the
number of the beseigers. It was, therefore, exceedingly improbable
that the city would even be entered by the Romans. Such was the
testimony of Titus, as he looked around upon its towers .

.. We have certainly," said he, .. had God for our helper in this
war. It is God who has ejected the Jews out of these fortifications.
F or what could the hands- of men, or any machines, do towards
th'rowing down such fortifications?" But it was equally improbable,
even' if the city were taken, that such complete destruction would be
made of all therein. Think of the difficulty of completely destroying
such an immense extent of triple wall, and of buildings within.
Think of the temple! What a pile to be laid low! Its walls
enclosed more than nineteen acres; that of the eastern front rose to a
heigbt of nearly eight hundreed feet from its base in the vatley beneath.
In this, and the other walls, the stones were immense,' the largest
measuring sixty-five feet in length, eight in height, and ten in 'breadth.
How great the difficulty of a thorough levelling of such il structure,
even under the instigation of the strongest motive! But what motive
was likely to excite the Romans to such destruction? They prided
themselves upon a veneration for the arts, and upon the sacred care
with which, in all thei~ conquests, the monuments of architectural
taste were protected. The temple was emphatically such a monument.
The immensity of its walls; its splendid gates and beautiful marble
colonnades; the glory of its golden sanctuary; the grandeur of its
whole appearance; and all its associations of antiquity and of
sacredness, constituted the temple, of Jerusalem precis~ly' such an object
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as Roman Commanders had always gloried in preserving from the
desolations of conquest. . .. How improbable then must it have
seemed to one beholding the temple in the days of our Lord. that
Romans should lay it even with the ground. Much more improbable,
had the cultivated taste, and the mild, amiable, and humane disposition 
of Titus, their commander, been anticipated. Still more implobable,
when it is remembered how strongly he was bent upon saving the
city and temple from destruction; how he employed all the means in
his power to induce the Jews to surrender, before such extremities
were necessary. When he had reached the temple, and saw the
danger it was in of being sacrificed to the obstinacy of its defenders,
and the rage of his own soldiers, he was .. deeply affected." and
appealed to the gods, to his army, and to the Jews, that he did not
force them to defile the holy house. .. If (said he) you will change
the place whereon you will fight, no Roman shall either come near
your sanctuary, or offer any affront to it; nay, I will endeavour to
preserve your holy house, whether you will or not." But the Lord
of that temple had said, .. Behold, }lour house is lefl unlo' }Iou
desolale." God would not suffer the prophetic words of His son
10 return unlo Him void. ow, therefore, even the authority of
Titus was of no avail with his troops. ow the discipline of the
Roman legion was broken up, that all that was written might be
fullfilled. When the fire first reached the temple, their Commander
despatched a force to extinguish it. As it broke out again, he again
q.sed his authority to save the edifice. A soldier, disobeying the will
of his general, threw fire into the golden window of the inner sanctuary.
At this, Titus, followed by all his chief officers, rushed to the place,
and by voice, and gesture, and force, exerted himself most earnestly
to prevail with his troops' to spare the building. He ordered a
centurion to punish the disobedienu But neither his threatenings nor
persuasions could arrest their fury. At last, a soldier, taking advan
tage of his absenc~ when he had gone out of the sanctuary to restrain
the others, .. threw fire upon the holy gate in the dark; whereby the
flame burst out from within the holy house immediately." And thu~

was it devoured by the fire. And now orders were given to demolish
to the foun8ation the whole city and temple. Nothing was spared
of the former but three towers, and so much of the wall as was
required for a shelter to the garrison to be stationed there. .. As for
all the rest of the whole circumference of the city, it was so thoroughly
laid even with the ground, by those who dug it up to the foundation,
tha~ there was nothing left to make those who came thither believe it
had ever been inhabited." In quest of plunder, the soldiers literally
turned up the ground on which the city and temple had stood,
searching the sewers and aqueducts. Last of all, it- is related by the
Jewish Talmud and Maimonides, that a captain of the army of Titus
(Terentius Rufus) .. did with a plougshare tear up the foundations
of the temple.".
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" A ploughshare," says Gibbon, "was drawn over the consecrated
•ground, as a sign of perpetual interdiction." Thus literally fulfilling
that prophecy of Micah: "Therefore shall Zion, for your sakes, be
ploughed as a field, and Jerusalem become heaps, and the mountain
ofi the house as the high places of the forest" (Micah iii: 12).
How forcibly is the perfect fulfilment of the Saviour's prediction
illustrated in the speech of Eleazar to a remnant of Jews in the
city of Masada: "Where,.is now that great city, fortified by so
many walls, and fortresses, and towers; which could hardly contain
the instruments prepared for the war, and had so many. ten -thousands

. of men to defend it? Demolished to the very foundations; and hath
nothing left but the camp of the destroyers among its ruins: so'me
unfortunate old men also lie upon the ashes of the temple, and a few
women ~re there preserved alive, qy the enemy, for Our bitter shame
and reproach."

lRctlicwg ann Jaoticc$ of 15ookg,

MODERNISM. THE ENEMY OF THE EVANGELICAL FAITH. By
Rev. John Shearer, M.A., ex-President of the Baptist Union
of Scotland. pp. 24. Price 3d. (postage extra). (To be
had from Rev. ]. Shearer, 49, Kensington Drive, Bearsden,
Glasgow). .

This is an excellent and clearly-written exposure of Modernism.
The 'author shows that Modernism denies the Word of God, the
Fa~l 0'£ Man, the Deity of Christ, the Cross of Christ, and our
Lord's Return. His closing point is that Modernism makes the most
crafty and deceitful use of language.' All denominations are more
or less infested with this terrible evil and we need to be warned
against its dangers. We warmly commend this pamphlet.

THE CARNAL MIND.,

IT is not true th,at certain principles. of grace introduced ever do
or can do so transform a man as to change the carnal mind and the
fle~h into something good and holy. The carnal mind remains as
really in the holiest believer as in the most abandoned sinner.
It continues to be "enmity against God, for it is not subject unto
the law of God, neither indeed can be." In the case of the
believer. new prinicples of life and action are introduced; spiritual
powers are bestowed for keeping under the flesh; but the flesh
remains.-Dr. S. P. Tregelles.
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In ~emotlam.

MISS PEARCE, OF TE.TBURY.

DEAR Mr. Houghton,-

A warm-hearted reader and lover of the Gospel Magazine, a very
dear friend also of' other readers, has received her Home Call,
Miss Pearce. Her earthly home was in the outskirts of T etbury,
a sunny cottage where had Jived her godly mother and
au~t, who &lso passed from there to- the Celestial City. For a
number of years Miss Pearce had been a worshipper at St. Mary
le-Port Church, Bristol, when my father was ministering the Gospel
of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. She delighted in the truths
faithfully proclaimed there; they were deeply. rooted in her heart,
bringing forth the fruit of a steadfast, consistent life. She was also
a teacher in the Lord's Day School. Later, her earthly calling, in
which she was most faithful and greatly valued,. necessitated a removal
to Weston~super-Mare, but she kept in touch always with the church
so dear to her, and with the friends connected with it, who included.
contributors to ~he Magazine, amongst them the beloved " R." She
would often refer in her letters to the spiritual e,njoyment and profit
she received from the Magazine. Miss Pearce eventually retired to
her home near Tetbury, set in' the countrysiae and amongst the flowers
she loved-'--her Heavenly Father's. handiwork. Here she worshipped
with the Strict Baptists,. -of which earthly denomination she was a
member. There was still from time to time personal fellowship with
the Bristol friends in the Lard Jesus Christ. Having the great gift
of a sanctified memory she would, bring forth in conversation "things
new and old." It was no light thing with her to be a child of God
through electing, redeeming, regenerating love and grace, and she
walked very hum9ly, and dependently on the gracious Holy Spirit.
Hers was a very tender conscienee, and she bore the God-given
chara~teristics found in Isaiah 66, 2. She was nothing, the Lord
Jesus Christ was All in all to her, His Word her richly satisfying
spiritual pasture. As earth's shadows deepened and times of special
need arose the Lord raised up friends for her in His Own wonderful
way, and she loved to praisefully testify to His goodness and faithful
ness in providence and grace. Her great -longing to remain to the last
at the dear home of hallowed memories, was divinely and graciously
answered, though growing and pressing weakness made the day's
demands increasingly difficult to meet. The promise was sure to her:
and just the needed strength was given till, going there on the evening
of June 13th, her valued Christian friend, Mr. Whitterne, found that
her blood-ransomed spirit had been set free. She was even then
re'joicing m the very presence of the Lamb Who is "0 all the glory of
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Immanuel's Land." The same kind, helpful friend writes: "I was
able to get one of her ministering brethren, living at Malmesbury,
to take the last service." Also, with true feellng, he arranged that
believers, with himself, should carry her to her resting-place, "till He
come." He added this testimony: " We shall' miss her so much.
Her godly and 'consistent life was a great help to any child of God
who came in contact with her. Her knowledge of the Scriptures
was wonderful." Latterly he had enjoyed happy Christian fellowship
also with a Canadian. Sergeant who visited her. "None of them
that trust in Him shall be desolate."

Y ours very sincerely,
L. ORMISTON.

MRS. STONE, of HICHGATE.

A KIND letter from her sister reached us on July 8th saying that
Mrs. Ada Stone passed peacefully into her eternal Rest on Wednes-

• day morning (July 5 th) at one 0'clock. "She bore a l~ng illness
and much suffering with great fortitude."

Mrs. Stone was the wife of James Barus Stone, of Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Her husband died many years ago. F or many years
Mrs. Stone resided at 17, Hinway, Highgate, London. On many
occasions we had the privilege of enjoying her hospitality when visiting
London for meetings. She ha? attended Highgate Road Chapel for
a long period, and she greatly valued the ministry of. the late Pastor
James Stephens and also of bis successor, Pastor John Wilmot.
The old decided Evangelical and Protestant truths were precious to
her heart, and she fOlJnd m~ch joy in feeding upon them. When we
say that Pastor James Stephens broke away from the Baptist Union
even before Mr._ Spurgeon took that courageous step, on aCGOunt of 1

downgrade teaching, our readers will understand the kind of ministry
which Mrs. Stone enjoyed. For a time Mrs. Stone attended the
faithful and discriminating ministry of the late Or. Cecil Yates ·Biss,
the Harley Street physici~n, who was called Home on June 20th,
1912. His portrait appears in the Gospel Magazine for March,
1912, with an affectionate tribute from it's then Editor, the highly
esteemed Rev. James Ormiston.

Mrs. Stone took 'a warm and practical interest in the work of the
Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel, which was commenced by the
late Mr. Oavid Baron, many years ago. .While we naturally grieve
that she is no longer with us, we rejoice at the grand assurance of

J her present blessedness. To her family and other relatives we tender
our warm Christian sympathy. .
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THE WILL OF GOD.
By the will of God is meant in the first place His purpose in regard
to the government of the world. Though we believe that there will
be future manifestations of His governmental power, we also believe
firmly- in His present government of the world. He reigns now. He
sitteth above the waterflood. He" worketh all things after the counsel
of His Own will.... His counsel shall stand. He will do all His
pleasure. What He has spoken He will bring to pass. What
He has purposed He 'will accomplish. Statesmen may gather
together and devise schemes for the abolition of war and for
the better.. government of the nations, but their very mistakes are made
to subserve His purposes and to further His designs. In the army of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth He doeth according' to
His will. He maketh the wrath of man to praise Him. "He
disappointeth the devices of the crafty so that their hands cannot perform
their enterprise. He taketh the wise in their own craftiness." one
can successfully resist His will or thwart His purposes. All things,
under His superinlending hand, are working together for the glory of
His name, the good of His people, and the fulfilment of His purposes.
Whatever earthly potentates may be compelled to do, He hath not.
abdicated His throne, nor will He. fn vain do men fight against God.
Their very efforts to frustrate His purposes only tend to bring about
His designs. .. We shall see what will become of his dreams," said
joseph's brethren, when they designed to slay him or in some way to
get rid of him, and they did see. They saw that their malignant
efforts to hinder the revealed purpose .of God led to its fulfilment.
How full of comfort is this great truth! What restfulness of mind
it gives to the. believing heart! He knows that God is for him and
with him, and that His omnipotence is ever wielded on his behalf.
Putting his trust in God he is not afraid what man can do unto him.
He rejoices in the blessed assurance that no weapon formed against
him shall prosper.

The will of God also denotes His purpose in regard to the eternal
salvation of the Church. Our Lotd says, .. This is the will of Him
that sent Me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on
Him, may have everlasting life." ot one such believer shall perish.
He cannot be lost. Eternal salvation must be His portion. .. This is
the Father's will," the Son says, .. that of all which He hath given Me
I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day."
The believer may be sorely tempted. He may oftentimes fail. He
may temporarily wander into forbidden paths. The Lord may deem
it necessary to chastise him, but He will never abandon him. .. It is
not the will of your Father which is in hea en that one of these little
ones should' perish." Not one of the Lord's sheep shall be missing
from the heavenly fold, 'for they are all .. kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation."

The sanctification of the Church also comes within the scope of
God's will. .. This is the will of God, even your sanctification."
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It is His will that His people should walk holily and unblameably.
They have been sanctified by the Spirit, set apart from the world ;
and the moral fruits of His sanctifying operations 'Should be seen in
their walk and deportment. They are to seek to be obed~ent children,
to be "holy in all manner of conversation." Because, through
infinite grace their eternal safety is secured, .they are not to continue
in sin that grace may abound. That same God Who has declared
that it is His will that His redeemed people should be finally glorified,
has also decreed that 'the fruits of His salvation should be manifested
in their lives. " So is the will of God, that with well doing ye may
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men." We need, therefore, to
take heed that we walk circumspectly. Three things in particular
should characterize every believer-Joy, prayer, thanksgiving. "RejQice
ev~rmore; pray without ceasing; in every thing give thanks: for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you." The need of
unceasing prayer bec9mes apparent when it is remembered that the
God of peace .alone can make His people perfect in every good work
to do His will, working in them that which is well pleasing in His
sight.

Om: desire should be that the will of God should be done on earth
as it is done in heaven. The obedience which the angels of heaven
render to the Divine will is doubtless perfect, hearty, and constant.
They do His commandments.. hearkening unto the voice of His word.
Their obedience is sinless. Such obedience is not possible to us
while there clings to us that evil nature in which dwelleth no good
thing. evertheless, our aim should be to do the will of God as
perfectly, as heartily, and as constantly as the angels who are in
heaven. We may rightly pray, "Grant that this day we fall into no
sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may
be ordered by Thy governance, to do always that is righteous iii Thy
sight. " Yet at the end of the day, "if we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." We have still need to seek mercy at the
throne of grace. If it be asked, wilr it be ever true that the will of
God will be done on earth as it is done in heaven, wc would answer,
Yes, but not till the present earth has passed away. .. We.
according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness." In that new earth, which will not
be created until the present earth and the works that are therein shall
be burned up, sin shall have no place, and hence all its inhabitants
will render perfect obedience to the will of God.

The will of God comprehends all His purposes concerning' the
Jews, the Gentiles, and the Church of God. It is revealed in those
prophetic Scriptures which came not by the will of man but by the
will of God the Holy Ghost. We need to take heed to 'those
Scriptures that we may understand what the will of the Lord is.
Then, our prayers will be-intelligent and in accordance with His will,

/

•
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and our work for Him will be on the lines of His ,revealed purposes.
What an examPle our Lord is to His people in reference to the will
of God! He says, .. I came down from heaven, not to do mine
Own will, but the will of Him that sent Me."

"JUSTIFIED BY HIS BLOOD."

THE manifold blessings flowing from resurrection and ascension are
not to be overlooked; but nowhere does Scripture teach justification
by these. The one passage sometimes q(Joted to prove- this, declares
the opposite (Rom. iv. 25); for the words truly translated run thus:
.. He was delivered because })Je had sinned, and raised again because
of our justification." .

It .,...,as becauSe the justifying work was 'finished that resurrection
was possible. Had it not been so, He must have remained under the
power of the grave. But the cross had completed the justification of
His Church. He was raised from the dead. Death could no longer
have dominion over Him. The work was finished, the debt paid,
and the Surety went forth free. He r~se, not in order to justify us,

'but because we were justified. In raising Him from the dead, God
had cleared Him from the imputed guilt which had nailed Him to
the cross and borne Him down to the tomb. .. He was justified in
the Spirit" (I. Tim. iii. 16): His resurrection was not His
justification, but th"e declaration that He was .. justified"; so that
resurrection, in which we are one with Him, does not justify us, but
proclaims that we were justified-justified by His blood and death.
-( The Everlasting RighteOUSness, by the late Or. H. Bonar.
pp. 46, 41).

The late Bishop Handley Moule says :-The balance of the clauses
seem to demand "the exposition: .. He was raised, because our
justification })Jas effected"; not, .. in order to give us justification,"
as many interpret it. The parallel is complete: .. We sinned, there
fore He suffered: we were justified, therefore He rose."

To this it is objected that the thought is not doctrinally true;
justification .being, for each believer, dated not from the Lord's death,
but from the time of faith (see chap. v. 1). But the answer is
obvious: the Apostle here states the Ideal of the matter; he means
not indi.vidual justifications, but the Work which for ever secured
Justification for the believing Church. A close parallel is the" It is
Finished" (John xix. 30 (see too the ideal language in viii. 30); and
inst;uctive parallels in Heb. i. 3 and x. 14). In the Divine Idea
every future believer was declared to be justified, through an accom
plished Propitiation, when Jesus rose. His resurrection proved His
acceptance as our Substitute, and therefore our acceptance in Him.
~(Moule on Romans, Cambridge Bible for Schools, p. 98).



The Gospel Magazin~

~roteG'tant meacol1.
349

THE ONE TRUE CHURCH.

By the late Bishop ]. C. Ryle.

THERE is a Church, outside of which there is no salvation-a Church
to which a man must belong, or be lost eternally. I lay this down
without hesitation or reserve. I say it as strongly and as confidently
as the strongest advocate of the Church of Rome. ' But what is this
Church? Where is this Church? What are tbe marks by which this
Church may be 'known? This is the grand question.

The one'true Church is well described in the Communion Service
'Of the Church of England, as "the mystical body of Christ, which
is the blessed company of all faithful people." It is composed of all
believers in the Lord J e~us. It is made up of all God's elect, of· all
converted men and women, of all true Christians. In whomsoever
we. can discern the' election of God the Father, the sprinkling of the
blood of God the Son, the sanctifying work of God the Spirit, in
that pe~son we see a member of Christ's true Church.

It is a Church of which all the members have the same marks.
They a,re all born again of the Spirit. They all possess "repentance
towards God, faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ," and holiness of
life and conversation. They all hate sin, and they all love Christ.
Th~y worship differently,- and after various fashions: some worship

,with a for;T;' of prayer, and some with none; s~me worship kueeling,
and some standing; but they all worship with one heart. They are
all led by one Spirit; they all' build upon one foundation; they all
,draw their religion from one single book; they are all joined to' one
great Head and centre, tha is, Jesus Christ. They all, even now, '
can say with one heart, " Hallelujah'" ~ and they all can respond with
one heart and voice,'" Amen and Amen."

It is a Church which is dependent upon no ministers upon earth,
however much it values those who preach the Gospel to its members.
The life of its members does not hang on Church membership, and
baptism and the Lord's Supper, although they highly value both the
Sacraments when they are to be had. But it has only one Great
Head, one Shepherd, one' Chief Bishop, and that is Jesus Christ.
He alone, by His Spirit, admits the members of this Churc~, though
ministers may show the door. Till He opens the door, no man on
earth can open it, neither Bishops, nor Presbyters, nor Convocations,
nor Synods. Once 'let a man repent and believe the Gospel, and that
moment he becomes a member of this Church, Like the penitent thief,
he may have no opportunity of being baptized; but he has that which
is far better than any water-baptism-the baptism of the Spirt. He
may not 'be able io receive the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper;
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but he eats Christ's body and drinks Christ's blood by faith every day
he lives,. and no minister on earth can prevent him. He ;nay be
excommunicated by ordained men, and cut off from the outward
ordinances of the professirig Church; but all the ordained men in the
world cannot shut him out of the true Church.

It is a Church whose existence does not depend on forms, cere
monies, cathedrals, churches, chapels, pulpits, fonts, vestments, organs.
endowments, money, kings, governments, magistrates, or any act or
favour whatsoever from the hand of man. It has often lived on and
continued, when all these things have been taken from it. It has
often been driven into the wilderness, or into dens and caves of the
earth, by those who ought to have beel\ its friends. But its existence
depends on nothing but the presence of Christ and His Spirit, and so
long as they are with it, the Church cannot die.

This is the Church to which the' titles. of present honour and
privilege, and the promise of future glory especially belong. This is
the body of Christ. This is the Bride: This is the Lamb's Wife.
This is the flock of Christ. This is the household of faith and the .
famify of God. This is God's building, Cod's foundation,. and the
temple of the Holy Ghost. This is the Church of the .first-bom,.
whose names are written in hecrven. This is the royal priesthood.
the chosen generation, the peculiar people, the purchased possession,
the habitation of God, the light of the. world, the salt and the wheat
of the earth. This is the "holy Catholic Church" of the Apostles'
Creed. This is the "one Catholic and Apostolic Church" of the
Nicene Creed.' This is that Church to which the Lord Jesus
prOmises, " the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." and to which
He says, "I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world"
(Matt. xvi. 18; xxviii. 20).

(Principles for Churchmen, pp. 112-116).

FREE WILL.

A KIND friend has sent us a newspaper report ·of a sermon pre'ached
by a certain Bishop.

The report says: "As man is made in the image of God, he
knows the difference between right and wrong instinctively. He
possesses free will, and not e.ven God Himself can alter man's
choice for good or evil.

ewspaper reports are not always accurate, but assuming that the
above Episcopal utterance is accurate, ~e would respectfully make
the following remarks. The words quoted seem to teach that if
.. a man's {;hoice is for good," he will be saved. If his choice is for
evil, he will be lost, and God Himself cannot alter the man's choice
whether for good or for evil.

The suggestion seems to be that a man's free will determines
\vhether he will be saved or lost and God cannot alter the matter.

ow the greatest good a man can desire IS to come to the Lord
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Jesus Christ and experience His saving mercy, but Christ says,
.. No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me
draw him." A man's salvation therefore is dependent on the
power and favour of God to draw him to Christ. He will never
of his own free will come to Christ unless the Father draws him,
and thert1 is no uncertainty about Christ's ~heep coming to Him sooner
or later, for He says, .. A 11 that the Father giveth Me shall come to
M e'; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John'
vi. 37, 44). If God were to wait till a sinner came to Christ of
his, own free will, he would never come at all. The sinner is
spiritually dead, and he is both indisposed and incapable to come to
Christ until God in mercy and grace quickens him (see Ephes.
ii. 1-5). '

Our Lord says: .. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God."
Thus a rich man, while still dead in sin, cannot of his own free will
be saved. The disciples realised this and said, .. Who then can be
saved? " Our Lord's answer was, .. With men this is impossible;
but with God all things are possible" (Matt. xix. 24-26). Surely it
1S unscriptural to say, .. Not even God Himself can alter man's choice
for good or evil." Left to himself man always chooses evil. He is
.. not subject' to the law of God, neither indeed can be." He
.. cannot please God," i.e" he dm never really do good (Rom.
viii. 7, 8). Hence it follows, that if God Himself, in His infinite
grace, does not operate strongly and effectually upon a sinner, he
never will be saved. Would Saul of T ars~s have ever ceased to be
the enemy of Christ and His people, if Christ Himself had not
wrought upon him near Damascus? It was Christ Himself who
made 'the mighty change and alteration in Saul by which he became
a preacher of the faith which once he destroyed (see 1. Timothy
i. 12-16). ,/

All saved sinners owe their salvation to the Lord. He delivers
ther:n from the power of darkness and translates them' into the kingdom
of His dear Son (see Colossians i. 13). With God let us say again,
.. All things.. are possible." 0 sinner, God, the God of all grace,
can save thee.

The doctrine of our Reformers on Free Will is given in Article X
of the Thirty-nine Articles. It is found at the end of the Prayer
Book. Here 'it is:-

X.-OF FREE WILL.
.. The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such, that he

cannot turn' and prepare himself, by his own natural strength and'
good works, to fa:th, and calling upon God: Wherefore we have
no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without
the grace of God by Christ preventing (i.e. going before) us, that
we may have a good will, and working with .us, when we' have
that good will."
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A BROKEN HEART.

TOPLADY says: .. My late revered friend, the truly reverend and
useful George Whitefield, was preaching one time at Exeter. A
man was present who had loaded his pockets with stones in order to
fling them at that eminently precious ambassador of Christ. He
heard his prayer, however, with patience; but no sooner had he

- named his text, than the man pulled a stone out of his pocket and
held it in his hand, waiting for a fair opportunitJl to throw it.
'But God sent a word to his heart and the stone dropped from his
hand. After sermon, he went to dear Mr. Whitefield (whose name
I can hardly think of without tears) and told him, • Sir, I came to
hear you thi's day with a view to break your head, but the Spirit of
God, through your ministry, has 'given me a broken heart.' The
man proved to be a sound convert, and lived an ornament to the
Gospel. Such power belongeth unto God."
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