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fI Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are- comforted

. of God."-2 CoRINTHIAN.. i. 4.

ENRICHED IN EVERYTHING.

" In ever:ything :you are enriched b:y Him."-I. Corinthians i. 5.
(An address at the Clifton Conference given by the Rev. Thomas
Houghton in the Victoria ..Rooms. Clifton, Bristol, on October 2nd,

1907).

MR. ORMISTON, and dear friends: I have been much exercised in
mind as to what portion' of Scripture I should take as the basis of
my remarks this morning. I trust, however, that I have been led to
choose a portion which will give me the opportunity of continuing •
our consideration of the subject of to-day's Conference, "The
Victories of the Believer's Faith."

We began, our meeting this mo~ing by ~mgmg the hymn com
mencing with the words, "None but Christ" In his opening address,
Mr. Chapman fixed our attention on Christ as "the armour ~{
light" by which all victories are gained. In harmony with this
thought, I want to direct your attention to a passage in the first
chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians, which tells us of the
Wealth that is in Christ. Ther~ we read in the 5th verse that, .. In
everything ye are enriched by Him."· The words are, of course,
spoken to. the believer, and they form a part of the thanksgiving
which the Apostle Paul uttered on behalf of the Corinthian Church.
He says, in the 4th verse, .. I thank my God always .on your behalf,
for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ, that in
everything ye are enriched by Him."
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The words probably refer primarily to those extraordinary gifts
of the Spirit with which the people of God in Corinth were endowed,
for he says, " In everything ye are enriched by Him, in all utterance
and in all knowledge, even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed
in you, so that ye come behkd in no gift, waiting for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ." We know from other parts of this Epistle
that the COrinthian Church was endowed with some of 'the extra
ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost, and it is partly t~ those gifts that
the Apostle makes reference in our text; but surely the words not
only refer to the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost which were

poured upon the Church of God in Apostolic times, but they also
refer to those ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost which are the

property and possession of the people of God ~n every age. Thus

to all believers, to-day, as well as to all believers in Apostolic times,

God says by the Apostle, "In everything ye are enriched by Him."

No doubt many of the poor of God's flock are found in rich Clifton.

How full of consolation it is to such to be assured that they have

all wealth' in Christ. These words are designed to be a comfort
also to believers who are rich in earthly possessions.. We were
reminded in the opening portion of Scripture that we are to set our
affections not on ~hings of the earth, but on things above. The rich
believer is to sit loose to all earthly posses~ions. He is to remember
that earthly wealth may be taken from him. He is assured, however,

, that he has in Christ a wealth that is abiding and permanent. To
all the Lord's people, then, whether they be rich or poor, the text
is true--" In everything ye are enriched by Him." The words of
our text may be literally translated, and they are so in the ~evised

Version, "In everything ye were enriched IN Him," that is to say,
the wealth spoken o-f is in Christ.

I-Let me ask you, then, first of all, la think of the depositOr}} of
the believer's 'Wealth. We need the wealth that is in Clirist if we
are to be victorious over the powers of darkness, and over all our
spiritual foes, and so it is well that our attention should be drawn
to the depository of the believer's wealth. "In everything ye are
enriched IN Him," that is, in the Lord Jesus Christ. The wealth
of the believer is laid up IN Him. How precious are the words of
the Psalmist, "Oh, how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast
laid up for them that fear Thee." , All the wealth and all the
blessings of the believer are laid up for him in Christ. He is blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. Keeping this
thought in mind, I would ask you to notice three things in regard
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to the wealth that is laid up for the believer in Christ-three things,
which are suggested by three passages of Scripture.

(a)-In the first place, the wealth of the believer is unsearchable.
We have that thought in the 3rd chapter of the Epistle to the
Ephesians, and the 8th verse. The Apostle says, .. Unto me, who
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearcJla&le riches of Christ." The
wealth laid up in Christ is unsearchable; that is to say, it canno
be traced out, it cannot be comprehended. You cannot get .to the
end of it. The word only occurs once more in the New Testament,
viz., in the 11 th chapter of Romans, and the 33rd verse, where it.
says, .. 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways

• past finding out." The word translated .. unsearchable" in the
Ephesians, is translated .. past finding out" in this other passage.
Thus the wealth that is in Christ is a wealth that cannot be traced
out, it cannot be fully fathomed, it is inexhaustible. The Lord Jesus
Christ has been dispensing the wealth of His grace' and goodness and
power to His people for centuries, and the treasury of His power
and grace is still full, and we can sing with John Newton:-

.. My never failing treasury, fill'd
With boundless stores of grace."

A simple but inadequate illustration may be taken from the Old T esta
ment. We read that the ,. barrel of meal wasted not, neither did
the cruse of oil fail." When that poor widow woman went to the
barrel of meal it never got any less, and s6 when we go to the Lord
Jesus Christ we find the treasure laid up for His people never becomes .
exhausted. Oh! how encouraging that is in regard to the conflicts'
of daily life. In Ohrist there is an inexhaustible fulness. .. In Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and in Him we are
made full." He is .. full o( grace and truth," and .. of His· fulness
have all we received and grace for grace" (Col. ii., 9, 10, R.V.).
The wealth of the believer in Christ is unsearchable.

b)-Next, it is available. I get this thought from the 1Oth
chapter of Romans, and the 12th verse. There we read, .. For
rlhere is no difference between the Jew and th~ Greek. for the same
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him. F or whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." He is rich
unto all that call upon Him, rich unto those who call upon Him for
the first time, rich in bestowing upon them the riches of His grace
in saying to their souls. .. Your sins are forgiven you." He is rich
to those who continue to call upon Him. This Epistle to the
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Corinthians, from which we are speaking, des<:ribes God's people in
the opening chapter as those that" call upon the name of Jesus Christ
our Ldrd." The same description of God's people is given by
Ananias, when he said of Saul, "Here, he hath authority from the
chief priests to bind all that call upon Th}} name." Thus, one of
the distinguishing characteristics of a believer is that he calls upon
the name of the Lord. Now," the same Lord is rich unto all that

- call upon Him." Do you feel your poverty? Do you feel your
weakness? Do you feel your helplessness? Then, call upon the
name of the Lord, and according to your faith it shall be unto you.

, You remember how, when the people of Egypt came to Pila}pah
during the famine crying for bread, he said, "Go unto Joseph."
Joseph had the keys of the storehouses. The Lord Jesus Christ

/ has been exalted to the right hand of the Father in order that He
may dispense the Blessings of Redemption to all that call upon Him.
He is rich, then, to all that call upon Him. His wealth is available
for the people of God. However helpless we may be, there is strength
for us for every need. "As thy day so shall thy strength be."

(a)-Again, observe that the DJeal~h laid up for the believer in
Chrisf is remarkable. This thought is suggested in the 2nd Epistle
to the Corinthians, the 8th chapter, and the 9th verse :-" Ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet
for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might
be rich." Is it not remarkable that the Lord's people become rich
through the poverty of the Lord Jesus Christ? The words are:
"That ye through His poverty might be rich." He became poor,
Me humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross, that all His people' might be saved with an ever
lasting salvation might become rich in the possession of all the
spiritual blessings that are laid up for them in Christ.

So then, dear friends, take note that the wealth that is laid up
"for you who are the Lord's children is unsearchable'. You cannot
'exhaust it! You never will! It is available for e~ery day of your
future life, and it is remar~ble, for it comes to you through he
poverty of the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as .. the weakness of God
i$ stronger than men," so the very poverty of Him, Who is the Son
of God, is wealthier than all the wealth that man possesses. How
blessed it is to realise that there is laid up for the Lord's children
abundance of wealth, abundance of strength, abundance of wisdom,
abundance of power for all their needs. .. Strong in th~ Lord and
in the 'power of His might," we shall be .. more' than conquerors
through Him that loved us."

I
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n.-Secondly, le me' ask you to think of the Character of the
believer's wealth.

(a)-In the first place, I would point out "that the believer is
enriched with the gift of the Holy Ghost. We read in the 3rd
chapter of the Epistle to Titus," ot by worh of righteousness
which we have done, but ac;cording to His mercy He saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost,
which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour."
That word, .. abundantly," is translated in the margin .. richly."
God has shed or poured upon His people richly the gift of the Holy
Ghost .. through Jesus Christ our Saviour." The gift of the Holy
Chost is the possession of. every believer without exception. It is
not a blessing bestowed upon some, but upon all the children of God,
and it is bestowed upon them richly. To all believers it is said,
~. Ye are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you."
Thus, dear friends, all believers are in-dwelt by the Holy Ghoh,
that Spirit Who is the author of their regeneration, the author of
their spiritual life, the author of their power and strength, and the
author of all the comfort and consolation which they enjoy. They
are" strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man." Do
we call to mind the powers of darkness with which we are confronted ~

Do we realise the power of Satan and the power of the world, and
the power of the flesh? Let us also realise by God's grace the
Omnipotence of the Holy Ghost. .. Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh." By the Spirit we have victory over
the flesh.

(b)-Again, elleTjl believer is enriched with the great blessing, the
great gift of FAITI-l. We read, .. By grace are ye saved, through
faith, and that not of yourselves it is the gift of God." The inspired
J ames says: .. Hath not God chosen the poor of this world, rich in
faith and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them
that love Him." Rich in faith! Faith is an enrichment. If we
have that faith of which we 11eard from Mr. Ouncan this morning,
a faith .that reposes on the Atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, a
faith that trusts in Him as the divine Saviour, as the Saviour who
died the just for rhe unjust, we are rich indeed. Such a faith is
victorious, for it trusts in Him who said, .. All power is given unto
Me in heaven and in earth." Such a faith is a precious blessing.
The Apostle Peter says: .. To them that have obtained a like precious
fa'fth with us in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus
Christ" (2 Pet. i., 1. R.V.). Wherever this faith is found it is
:precious, for it comes from God Himself, it leans upon a precious



Saviour, and it is the instrument of bringing us into the enjoyment
of all the precious blessings that are laid up for us in Christ.

_By such faith victories were won by God's people .. in the times
of old." .. By faith, Abraham, when he was called to go out into
a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ~ and
he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned
in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles
with Isaac and J acob, .the heirs with him of the same promise; for he
looked for a 'city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
is God." He then conquered the attractions of the world. By faith
God's people .. kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood lest
He that destroyed the firstbom should touch them. By faith they
passed through the Red Sea as by dry land." .. By faith the walls
of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days."
.. And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell
of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Sampson, and of Jephthae, of
David also and Samuel, and of the prophets, who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge
of the sword. out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens." All these men and
women who were victorious by faith in the Living God had the
'same precious faith as the Lord's people have to-day.

Thus the believer is enriched with the faith that overcometh.
.. This is the victory that overcometh the world, even. our faith.
Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God?" By faith the believer is victorious over
the world, the flesh. and the devil. By faith he stands. We need
to stand against all the wiles of the devil. We need to stand against
false doctrines. We need to 'stand against all the powers of darkness.
and it is by faith in Christ that we stana. By faith the believer
walks. He walks worthy of the vocation wherewith he is called.
.. We walk by faith, not by sight." By faith he lives. goes on living.
.. I live," says the Apostle. .. and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me and
gave Himself for me." Is not the believer rich, then, if he :"'c
enriched with the gift of faith?

(c)-Again, the believer is enriched with the blessing of Forgivetless•
.. We have 'redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins
according. to the riches of His grace." Assured of this blessing,
assured that our sins are forgiven, blotted out. cast into the depths of
the sea, we can say, .. Who shall lay anything to the charge of

/

134 The Gospel Magazine



The_ Gospel Atagazine 135

God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is h~ that. condemneth?
It is Ohrist that died." The devil is ready to accuse us of sin and,
to bring home to us the remembrance of our sins both before and
after conversion, but we can tell him, as Martin Luther did, to write
over the whole list, ," The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us horn all sin." Thus the assurance of forgiveness according to the
riciJes of divine grace enables us to confront the devil, and to overcome
him. It is written, .. They overcame him (i.e., they were :victorious
over him) by cl-te blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony. "

(d)-Yet more, the believer is enriched with trial. That may
seem a strange thing; and yet trial, reproach, suffering for the name
of Christ is enrichment. .. Wnto you it is gi"en in the behalf of
Christ not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake,"
.. By faith Moses when he was come to years, refused to be called
the son of Pharoah's daughter, choosing rather to· ;uffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season; esteeming the reproach of Christ gl1eater riches than the
treasures o'f Egypt." Yes, dear friends, the reproach is greater riches
.than the treasures of the world. That man, that woman, is rich, if
he or she be privileged to suffer the reproach of Christ, for that
reproach is one of the great proofs that he is in possession of all the
other enrichments of which I have been speaking. .. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex"Ceeding glad, for so
persecuted they the prophets which were before you." And our Lord
tells us in another place, "There is no man that hath left' house or
brethren or sisters, or father or mother, or wife or children, or lands,
for My sake. and the Gospel's, but he 'shall receive an hundredfold
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and
children, and lands .with persecutions, and in the world to come
etetnal life."

So then, dear friends, we may rejoice if we are counted worthy
to suffer shame for His sake, and you may regard such reproach as
.. greater riches than the treasures in Egypt." In conclusion, the
Lord's people are enriched with all temporal blessings. .. He giveth
us richly all things to enjoy." Finally, they shall be enriched with
the heavenly inheritance which the Lord has promised to His people.
The day is coming when .. an entrance shall be ministered unto them
~bundantly, or richly, into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ." .What ~hen shall we say to' these things?
If God be thus for us who can be against us? F ear not the powers



of darkness. the power of Satan, the power of the flesh within you,
the power of the world around you, or the power of the world in
the professing <>,hurch. These foes are formidable and numerou:
we know. But let us remember that in everything We are enriched
in Christ. There is in Him everything that is needed for our support
and spiritual consolation. Therefore in His name and in His
all-sufficient strength let us confront all our foes, assured of victory
here and glory hereafter.

.. I ask them whence their victory came;
They with united breath

Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to His death."
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THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY.

TWE.NTY-FIVE. thousand volumes of books for reference or for
borrowing are now collected at SS, Gloucester Road, South
Kensington, S.W. 7. These books include sermons of the Puritan~

and Evangelicals, Evangelical biographies, histories of the martyrs
and· Reformers, Evangelical commentaries, Evangelical collections of
hymns and other volumes helpful to all who value Bible, Evangelical
and Reformation truth.

Originally collec'ted by Mr. Geoffrey Williams, the books have been
handed over to a Trust and lodged in London for the benefit of all
who value the pure truth of the Gospel of the grace of God.,
Or. O. Martyn Lloyd-]ones is the chairman of the Committee. The·
minimum subscription for the use of the Library is 7/6 per annum.
The books can be read or referred to in the rooms, in Gloucester
Road, or they can be borrowed for reading at home. Further
particulars can be obtained from the Librarian, the Evangelical
Library, 55, Gloucester Road, South Kensington, London, S.W.7.

TOPLAOY ANO THE LORO'S OAY .

.. RE.CEIVED a letter from my honoured mother. The same person
who brought it, brought me likewise ~o London newspapers, which
I hope to read to-morrow; but dare not on God's day."

.. Sunday, 24. In the evening farmer Roberts came here to settle
his tithe. I told him I never transacted business on the Lord's d;y~
and desired him to defer paying me till some other time."

-Toplady's Diary.
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.. He ha~h put a '11eW' scmg in mJl mouth, even pl~aise unlo our
God: ma~JI shall see it, and fear, and shall trust In the
Lord."-Psalm xl. 3.

WHEN David wrote this psalm he had been in trouble. He had
been in what he called .. an horrible pit," and he did what is always
the best thing in such circUIl)?tances. He cried unto the Lord. The
Lord says to His people, .. Call upon Me in the day of trouble:
I will' deliver thee: and thou shalt glorify- Me" (Psalm I. 15).
David waited cm. the Lord, and He waited patiently for the Lord.
The Lord does not always grant immediate deliverance. He
sometimes tests our faith by delay, and thus encourages us to go on
praying, and at last He hears our cry. This He did for David.
The result was that the Lord brouglit him out of a 110rrible pit,
out of .the miry clay, set his feet upon a rock and' established his goings.
Moreover, He put a new song in his mouth, even praise unto our God.

Now David was not the only one who through divine grace was
able to sing a new song. There are times in the history o-f every
believer when he is impelled to sing a new song.· Blessings so
abundantly are poured upon him Vhat he can dO no otherwise than
sing a new song of praise to his God. To such songs of praise we
would draw the attention of our readers.

1. First, the Lord enables His people to sing a. new song as a
result of praJler.

David had been praying: He felt his need to do so. He was
evidently in a deep pit. His feet had sunk in deep mud, the miry
clay. The pit was so deep he could not get out. He had no
ladder at'the sides of the pit by which he could climb out of the pit.
He needed outside help. He himself was helpless, and he cried unto
the Lord. He believed that He had an arm long enough and sn-ong
enough to pull him out. He went on praying and crying. At last
the Lord appeared on the scene and David wa~ able to say .. He
brought me out of an horrible pit, and He put a new song into my
mouth," and he sang a new song of praise to his God. David's God
is our God. He is a God who hears the cries of His people to-day,
and in answer to their prayers He displays His delivering power and
enables His people to sing a new song. Has not this often been
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your case, ye people of God? Has He not often heard your cries.
and displayed His delivering power? If you are really 0ne of 'His
believing and' praying people you can say, "This poor man cried,
and the uord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles'~

(Psalm xxxiv. 6). Surely you can say--;-

" 0 magnify the Lord with me,
With me exalt His name;

When 'in distress to Him I called
He to my rescue came."

- 2. Secondly, a believer sings a new song when the Lord Himself
. delivers him from an horrible pit.

We do not know precisely what the pit was in which Davit! found
himself, but we know rhat we are all by nature in the pit of sin.
Sin is in us. We have a carnal nature which is enmity against God,
and is not subject to His law, neither indeed can be. Our flesh
lusteth always against the Spirit, and because of our sin we are the
children of wrath. We are in danger of hell. \ The wages of our sin
is death. Unless grace intervenes we are in danger of being excl~ded
for ever from the blessedness of heaven. We are in danger of hearing
the awful words said to' us, "Depart horn Me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." Do you
know Vhat those words are in the Bible? Do you know that they
are the words of Christ Himself? Can you be indifferent to them?
Is. it not folly to shut y.our eyes to them, or to stop your ears from
hearing them? Large numbers do not know they are in the pit of
sin and that they are in danger of suffering the awful penalty of sin.
But Oh what a mercy if God by His spirit has convicted you of
sin, has made you really feel that you are a sinner and has led you to
cry out, "What must I do to be s~ved?" Recently we were
reading the second Book 'of Chronicles, the thirtieth chapter and the
tenth verse. The godly King Hezekiah sent messengers throughout
all Israel and Judah exhorting them to turn again unto the God of
Abraham, Isaac and of Israel, but the people of Ephraim, Manasseh
an~ Zebulon, in mal)Y cas,.es laughed the messengers to scorn and
mocked them. Is this the case with any of our readers? . Do they
laugh to scorn and mock the messengers of the Gospel? Those who
are really convinced of their sin and danger will long to be brought
out .of the pit of sin and ,saved from eternal ruin. Such find they
cannot bring themselves out of this Pit, but they cry out 'to God and
then He brings them out of the pit. He saves them by His grace.
He blots out their transgressions.. He ,cleanses them from all their

,
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sins through the blood of Jesus, and He puts into their mouths a new
.song of praise unto their God for His infinite grace. Only this
morning we were impressed with the words. of a hymn-writer who
wrote-

.. He nas all my sins forgiven,
Paid my debt, and set me free-

Vanquished hell, and !lpened heaven,
And prepared a place for me;

My Redeemer
Loved me from eternity."

That hymn-writer was singing the new song: Have you noticed that
David ascribes his deliverance wholly to the Lord. He does not say
.. 1 decided for Chri~t,'~ .. 1 gave my heart to God," .. turned over
a new leaf," but he says, .. He brought me out of an horrible pit,"
.. He set my feet upon a rock," .. He established my goings," .. He
put:' a new song in my mouth." Dear friends, let us never forget
that .. salvation is of the Lord," neither is there salvation in any other
person. i The new song is a song of praise unto- our God, not a song
of praise unto ourselves.

3. Thirdly, the believer smgs a new song when the Lord sets his feet
upon a roc/r.

In t~e pit David's feet sank in the miry clay. When the Lord in
mercy heard his prayer He set his feet upon a rock. What does that
remind us of? Does it not remind us of the Rock of Ages? Christ
is the solid Rock upon which His people's feet are set. He is the
tried stone, a precious corner stone, the sure foundation upon which
His redeemed people are built. .. Other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ " (see Isaiah xxviii. 16 ;
I. Cor. iii. 11). He is the firm and immovable fO\indaton of the
Church of God. Resting on Him His people are eternally secure.
They shall never per'ish. On Christ the solid Rock they stand, all
other ground is sinking sand. When they experience the great and
comforting truth of their eternal security they are able to sing a new
song of praise unto their God.

4. Fourthly, the believer sings a new song when he /mows that his
goings are established.

The Lord fixes the future goings of His saved people. H~ fixes
them firmly in the narrow way. H~ fixes them so firmly, thrDugh His
infinite grace and keeping Power, that they are never suffered to return
to the broad way which leadeth to hell. Nothing can separate them
from the love of God which is III Christ Jesus our Lord. They are

."



'.' kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in ,the last time" (I. Peter i. 5). The more they realise this
the mo,re they sing a .new song. They. are ready to say, .. I will

extol Thee, my God, .0 King; I will bless Thy name for ever and
ever. Every day will I bless Thee; and I will praise Thy' name for

ever and ever" (Psalm cxlv. I, 2). They know He hath done
marvellous things for them and hence they are constrained to sing unto

Him a new song. It is only the redeemed who can sing the new song.
It is they of whom it is written, .. They sung a new song, saying,
Thou art wor~hy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof ~ for
Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. v. 9).

\ ' .
5. Lastly, the believer is often impelled to sing- a new song, when

God answers his prayers.

In David's case his deliverance from' the horrible pit was an answer
to his prayers. The Lord inclined unto him and heard his cry. The
result was a new song of praise unto his God. How often in the
experience of a believer is he able to sing a new song because of God's
wonderful answers to his prayers. The Lord verily notices His people's
needs. When God wrought for Israel at the Red Sea we read,
.. Then sang Moses and the children of .Israel this song unto the Lord."
When the three young men were delivered from the fiery furnace and
when Daniel was delivered from the den of lions, they no doubt sang
a new song of praise. We ourselves could write a book of wonderful
answers to our prayers which occasioned new songs of praise to our'
covenant God. £velY believer can say, .. I sought the Lord, and He
l-teard me, and delivered me from all my fears." The saving, guiding,
keeping and providential mercies which abound in a believer's life
impell him again, and again, and, again to sing new songs unto the
Lord. The mercies of God to His people are so numerous, and so
wonderful that they have reastn every day of their fwes to sing new
songs of praise unto their God.

.. Sing on your heavenly way;
Ye. ansomed sinners, sing,

Sing on, rejoicing every day
In Christ, the eternal King."

.. Giving thanks always for all I!hings unto God and U. Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Ephes. v. 20). ,

THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.

i' But when the moming was noW ~ome, Jesus stood 011 the
shore: but the disciples !(new not that it was Jesus'."
-John xxi. 4.

IT was not the first time in His earthly ministry that the Son of Man
had .. stood upon the shore" and turned the capitivity of His people,
and spoken words of exhortation, parable and blessing to those who
heard Him. But in the chapter before us now, the scene is changed.
His ministry as Jehovah's obedient Servant was fulfilled. He had
finished tihe work His Father had given Him to do. He had suffered
in His people's stead on Calvary and He is the Lord of Resurrection,
Life, and Glory. He is His people's risen Lord, and still remembers
their low estate, their helplessness, their need. And so ready is He
to show His care for them that we have it on divine record, .. This
is now the third time that Jesus showed Himself to his disciples,
atter that He was risen from the dead." On the two occasions
previous He had breathed His .. Peace be unto you," and on this
revelation of .. This same Jesus," He provides for their immediate

. needs. Peace and Provision! How characteristic of our dear Lord
and Master to His Poor, fearing and needy children! His com~
passions never fail! He knoweth our frame, our need, and our
helplessness. The little group under our meditation at this time were
indeed .. poor and needy." There were seven of them, and poor
diffident Thomas \ilnd denying Peter amongst them. Characteristic
of tihe latter, it was Peter who proposd ~o .. go a fishing" al)d the
others readily joined him. Their efforts, however, were all futile;
it was a night experience indeed. But morning followed, and all
their failures and disappointments are soon turned into blessing.
.. Jesus stood on the shore." His viSIts are ali timed. His com
passions unfailing, and .. His love no variation knows." Beside all
this, He is their risen Lord to whom all power is given in heaven
and on earth. As He said, His poor disciples were 'again
proving the truth of His own words, .. Without Me, ye can do
nothing." They had had a rough nigh8 experience. They had
gone out at their own charges, and they were now to learn what they
were missing and what He had been to them in His ·ministry and
life of .. Follow Me." That night they ca1,Jght nothing, and you
and - I come in here beloved reader, when spiritually we are toiling
in rowing, and weary wil!h combatting the contrary waves of trouble
and difficulties, and thorns in our pathway, and fears in Qur voyage
over stormy seas and rough waves, and" dark nights. What a true
picture it is of the soul's experience when mourning an absent Lord!
But He was there! He could see into all the darkness and their
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dissappointments and failures. And oh! the infinite care and sym
pathy of Him who had oft been weary and hungered for His.
people's sakes, although the whole earth was His! What a balm.
and soothing to their weary jaded spirits must have been that Voice
asking .. Children, have ye, any meat? They answered, no," whilst
as yet .. they kn~w not that it was Jesus." But it is He Himself
who is about to show His care for them, even .. This same Jesus,"
who had supplied all their needs, ministered to them so divinely
whilst with them those three and a half years. Now He will
perform a miracle for them ahd cheer their weary drooping spirits.
.. Cast the net on the right side of the ship and ye shall find." And
doing as they were told, the disciples .. were not able to draw it for
the multitude of fishes." Provision and plenteousness from Him!
There is always one question for you and me, beloved, to answer
for adoring gratitude to the Giver of All, when He puts it to us,
.. Lacked ye anyrhing? and they answered, N olhing:' True His
people are often put to severe tests and trial of faith. They are apt
at .. The last distressing hour," as dear Watts wrote when .. Our
God displays delivering power. The mount of danger is the' place,
where we shall see surprising grace." But we shall see it! Deliver
ance will come. The dark nights experience shall pass, and with
the morning Jesus will come. Never a moment too soon, and never·
a moment late ! Toiling in rowing, disappointed with our failures;
and fears rising high at the rough winds and the night's darkness!
But as another sweet hymnist wrote:

.. When most we n~d His helping hand
That friend is always near;

With earth and heaven at His command,
He waits to answer prayer."

And His is abundant care and compassionate love for His needy,
fearing, storm-tossed people. Look at it here in the chapter before.
us! As soon as they were come to la~d, they saw a fire of coals.
there, and fish laid thereon and bread," and He who had so divine
ly prepared for them thus, tells them also to .. bring of the fish
which ye have now caught." He had not been dependent upon
those .. one hundred and fifty and three fishes, supplied at His
miraculolls .hand, but He will remind them He is the gracious..
cheerful giver and with Him is no lack, no restraint. .. Come and
dine!" said. Jesus unto them and now, .. none of them durst ask
Him, who 'art Thou, knowing that it was the Lord." But He was
their all-supplying Lord and Host and in all His gracious, tender
compassions and love .. He taketh bread and giveth ~em, and fish
likewise.'~ Now, - beloved reader, may this precious subject follow
you up, and give you a far better meditation in your own soul, than
this poor writer has endeavoured to lead your thoughts to. May it
glorify Him, who as the author of your life, has shown for you in:
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.every vicissitude of it, His infinite care and understanding. He has
supplied your every need, and that, according to His riches in glory.
He has watched over your .. dark nights" experiences, (and can
we ever forget His care over us in all the long dark nights of terror
and danger in the recent great and prolonged war?) He has
appeared bo us at .. the s,et time" of His favour and deliverance;
He has healed the wounds of our 'sorrows, He has filled in by
Himself, the gap of desolation made by the deat!hs' of our loved
ones, and the loneliness of our lives without them. He has stood
on our shore of perplexity and trial; of anxious thoughts and crooked
things in our liv~; He has made even the .. thorns" which were
hedging up our way, to feel no thorns at all, when we were enabled
la feel that our heavenly Father held one hand of His poor suffer~

ing timid little child. It is all wrapped up in at 'blessed word of
truth, .. He careth for you," May faith increase in us, that we may
be' enabled to rise above our trials and see our all~ompassionate
Lord and Saviour Who is in all these t'hings making us .. more than
,conquerors, through Him that hath loved us." May the eye
of faith look above and beyond .. these light afflictions ,. to that
.. morning without clouds" when the shore of eternal Life is reached.
One face will be there to greet us, the One for whom we have been
looking and longing and hoping. One voice we shall hear and know,
and one Home wherein we shall be eternally shut and blessedly
-satisfied. Do you think, beloved, with such a prospect, a child of
God, redeemed at such a cost, and preserved for such an inheritance,
will ever want to look down or look back? .. Jesus stood on the
shore," and the face of the Beloved will be all ravishing, all
satisfying, and eternally worshipped!

.. When on the other side thy feet
Shall rest, 'mid thousand welcomes sweet,
One well known voice thy heart shall greet,

'Tis I; be not afraid...
What a God in Christ is ours; and what utterly underserving

sinners are we ! Yet through His unspeakable giace and mercy what
a prospect lies before us! R.

mebie\l)~ anti'~otice~ of JBooIt~.
ETERNAL LIFE. By Pastor S. Rutherford Hunt. pp. 11. Price

2a., .postage 1d.; 12 copies for 1/1 O. (To be had horn
Pastor Rutherford Hunt, 29, Russell Avenue, Bedford).

This· is the substance of a sermon preached at Providence Strict
Baptist Church, Rothsay- Road, Bedford, on Sept. 27th, 1942. It
was the means of much blessing to an aged disciple, and also is
valued much by a Captain in the Forces in Italy. This is the second
·edition of tne sermon.



.~frmon6 anI) J~ott6 of ~fr.mon6.

THE GREAT SHEPHERD.

(A Sermon preached by the Rev. John Newton, Rector of St. Mary
Woolnoth, London, in the eighteenth centu~y). I

(Slightly abbreviated) .

.. He shall feed His f/oc1e lilee a shepherd; He shall gather the
lambs with His atm, and carry them in HiJ; bosom: and
shall gently lead those that are with young." -Isaiah xl. 11.

THE. vigilance, the rovidence, the tens-eness, necessary to the due
discharge of tihe shepherd's office, have been frequently applied in
describing the nature and ends of government; and it has been
esteemed a high enconium of a good king, to style him the shepherd
of his people. This character Messiah, the Saviour, condescends to
bear; and happy are they who, with a pleasing consciousness, can
say, .. We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture."

The pass-age will lead me to speak of the Shepherd, the flock.
and His care and tenderness over them. I

Our Lord expressly styles Himself the .. Shepherd," the .. good
Shepherd of the sheep, and the Apostle Peter styles Him .. the chief
Shepherd." His faithful ministers have the honour to be under
shepherds; He appoints and qualifies them to feed His flock. They
are the messengers of His will, but they can do nothing without
Him; they can only communi<;ate what they receive, and cannot
watch over the flock, unless they are themselves watched over by Him
(Psalm exxvii,. 1). For~ with respect to eflicicacy, He is the chief,
and, indeed, the sole Shepherd. The eyes of all are upon Him, and
His eye is upon and over all His flock. The Old Testament Church
had a shepherd, and their shepherd was Jehovah (Psalm xxiii. 1).
Unless therefore the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls likewise be
Jebovah, we fall unspeakably short of the privilege of ancient Israel,
if their Shepherd wAs almighty, a:nd if .ours could be but a creature.
Surely we could not then say, what yet the Apostle affirms, that we
have' a .. better covenant, established upon better promises; since
Messiah Himself is expressly declared to be the Surety and \be
Mediator of this covenant. But would it not be better, upon this
supposition, with DaNid, who could I say, Jehovah is my Shepberd,
than with us, who are intrusted to the care of a delegated and
inferior keeper, if Jesus be not Jehovah? Besides, who but Jehovali
can relit;ve the necessities of multitudes in all places, in tihe same
moment, and be equally near and attenti"C to them in every age?
The sinner, who is enlightened to know himself, his wants, enemies,
and danger, will not dare to confide in any thing short of an almighty
arm; he needs a shepherd who is full of wisdom, full of care, full
of power;, able, like the sun, to shine upon millions at once, and
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possessed of those incommunicable attributes of Deity, Omniscience
and Omnipresence. Such is our great Shepherd; and He is eminently
the good Shepherd also, for He laid down His life for the sheep,
and has redeemed them to God by His own blood.

A shepherd is a relative name; it has reference to a flocq. This
great and good Shepherd has a flock, whom He loved from

. everlasting, and whom hav;ng loved, .He will love to the end.
He .humbled Himself for their sakes, submitted to partake of their
'nature and their sorrows, took upon Him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of sinful flesh. He died for His
sheep, .. the Just for the unjust," to redeem them from the curse of
the law, from ~he guilt and dominion of sin, from the power of
Satan, and to bring them to God. They, by nature are all .. gone
astray, everyone to his own way"; but having thus bought them with
His blood, in His own appointed time He seeks, finds, and restores
His sheep. By the power of His word and spirit, He makes
Himself known to their hearts, causes them to hear and understand
His voice, and guides them into His fold. Then they become His
sheep in the sense of my text. ,They are under His immediate
protection and government.

Considered as individuals, they are fitly described by the name of
~heep. A sheep is a weak, defenceless, improvident creature, prone
to wal}.der, and if once astray, is seldom known to return of its own
accord. A sheep has neither strength to fight with the wolf, nor
speed to escape from him; nor has it the foresight of the ant, to
provide its own sustenance. Such is our character, and our situation:
unable to take care of ourselves, prone to wander from our resting
place, exposed to enemies, which we can neither withstilnd nor avoid,
without resource in ourselves, and taught, by daily experience, the
insufficiency of everything around us. . Yet, if this Shepherd be our
Shepherd, weak and helpless as we are, we may be of good courage.
If we can say with David, .. The Lord is my Shepherd," we may
make the sahIe inferences which he did," Therefore I shall not want:
therefore I need nd\: fear." .

Collectively, they are a flock. They are not, indeed ,in one
place. They are scattered abro'ad, dispersed through different ages and
countries, separated by seas and mountains, and, too often, by
misapprehensions and prejudices, by names and forms; and only a
very small part of the flock are known to each other. But they are
all equally known to Him, and equally under His eye. In this view
they are one flock, one body; they are animated by one and the
same spirit; their views, hopes, and aims are the same; and yet a
little while, they shall be all brought together, a number without
number, to rejoice and to join in worship, before His throne of .glory.
For they have an inheritance reserved for them in heaven, and they
shall be .safely kept, while they are sojourners upon earth, for the
Shepherd of Israel is their Keeper.

.. He shall feed H~s flock like a shepherd." The word IS not
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restrained to- feeding. It includes all the branches of the shepherd's
office. He shall act the part of a shepherd to His flock. We have
a beautiful miniature description of what He has engaged to do,
and what He actually does, for His people, as their Shepherd, in
the twenty-third Psalm. And the slJbject is l1}ore largely illustrated
in the thirty-fourth chapter of Ezekiel's prophecy. His sheep, from
age to age, have been witnesses to the 'truth of His promises. He
has a flock at present who rejoice in His care, and greater multitudes,
as yet unborn, shall su~cessively arise in their appointed seasons,
.. and call Him blessed." For He is .. the same yesterday, to>-day,
and for ever."

.. He feeds them." He leads them into green and pleasant
pastures. These pastures are His word and ordinances, by which
He communicates to ~hem of His own fulness; for in strict propriety
of speech, He Himself is their food. They eat His flesh, and drink
His blood (John vi. 54). This was once thought a hard saying
by some' of His professed followers, and is still 'thought so by too
many. But it is His own saying, and therefore I am not concerned,
eit'her to confirm or to vindicate _it. The knowledge they receive by
faith, of His incarnation and sufferings unto-"death, of the names He
bears, and of the offices and relations in which He is pleased to
act for them, is the life and food of their souls. The expression of
feeding them, is agreeable to the analogy He has been pleased to
establish, between the natural and the spiritual life. As the strength
of the body is maintained and renewed by eating and drinking, so
they who, in this sense, feed 'upon Him in their hearts by faith with
thanksgiving, even they live by Him; .. for His flesh is meat indeed,
and His .blood is drink indeed."

.. He guides them." First by His example. He has trodden the
path of duty and trial before them; and they perceive and follow
His footsteps. Again, by His word and Spirit He teaches them the
way in which they should go; and bo~h inclines and enables them to
walk in it. He guides them, likewise, by His providence; He
appoints the bol.lnds of 'their habitations, the line and callin& in which
they are to serve Him, and orders _and adjusts the circumstances of
their lives according to His infinite wisdom, so as, finally, to
accomplish His gracious designs in- their favour.

.. He guards them." It is written concerning H{m, .. He shall
stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the
name of the Lord His God" (Micah v. 4). If we conceive of a
flock of sheep feeding -in the midst of wolves, who are restrained
from breakin.,g in upon them, not by any visible enclosure, but merely
hy the power of the sbepherd's eye, which keeps them in awe and
at a ,distance, it will give us some idea of the situation of His people.
He provides them food in the midst of many and mighty enemies,
who envy them their privilege, but cannnt prevent it. If tIe should
withdraw His attention from the flock, for a single minute, they
would be worried. But He has promised to keep them night and
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day and every moment; therefore their· enemies plot and rage in vain.
Their visible foes are numerous; but if we could look into the
invisible »Jorld, and take a yiew of the subtlety, malice, machinations,
and assiduity of the powers of darkness, who are incessantly watching
for opportunities of annoying them, we should have a most striking
conviction, that a flock so defenceless and feeble in themselves, and
against which such a combination is formed, can only be kept by the
power of God.

.. He heals them." A good shepherd will examine the state of his
flock. But there is no attention worthy of being compared with His.
Not the slightest circumstance in their concerns escapes His noticC(.
When they are ready to faint, borne down with heavy exercises of
mind, wearied with temptations, dry and disconsolate in their spirits,
He seasonably revives them. Nor are they in heaviness without a
need be for it. All His dispensations towards them are medicinal,
designed to correct, or to restrain, or to cure, the maladies of their

•souls. And thiy are adjusted, by His wi~dom and, tenderness, to
what they can bear, and t6 what their case requires. It IS He,
likewise, who heals their bodily sickness, and gives them help in. all
their temporal troubles. He is represented to us, as counting their
sighs, putting their tears into His bOttle, recording their sorrows in
His book of remembrance; and even, as being Himself .. touched
with a feeling of their infirmities (Heb. iv. 15) as the head feels
for the members of the body.

.. He restores them." The power and subtlety of their enemies
are employed to force or entice them frO)ll His rule; and too often
prevail for a season. The sheep turn aside into forbidden paths;
and whenever they do, they would wander farther and farther, till
they were qUIte lost again, if He were not their Shepherd. If He
permits them to deviate, He has a time to convince them, .. that it
was an evil and a bitter thing to forsake the Lord their Shepherd "
(Jer. ii. 19), and to humble them, and to bring them back. Thus
they become more sensible of their own weakness~ and of their
obligations to His gracious care; for He will not suffer their enemies .
to triumph over ~hem. He will not lose one of His true flock;
not one convinced sinner, who has, in deed and in truth, surrendered
and intrusted his all to Him. They must, and they shall, smart
and mourn for their folly; but. He will, in due season, break their
snares, and lead them again into the paths of peace, for His own
name's sake. '

The flock are not all sheep. There are among them lambs.
These are especially mentioned, and for these He expresses a
peculiar tenderness. .. He will gather them with His arm, and carry
them in His bosom." Though they are weaklings, they shall not be
left behind. This is a beautiful and pathetic image. If a poor
lamb is weary, and unable to keep up with the flock, it shall be
carried. This clause affords encouragement:

1. To young people. Early serious impressions are often made



upon the hearts of children, which we are to cherish by directing their
thoughts to the compassion of the good Shepherd, who has said,
.. Suffer little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of
such is the kingdom of God." This high and holy One, who
humbles Himself to notice the worship of the heavenly host, hears
the prayers of worms upon the earth; and His ear is open to the
prayers· of a child, no less so than to the prayer of a king.

2. To young converts. These, at whatever age, are children in
• the Lord's family, lambs in His flock. They are, as yet, weak,

unsettled, and unexperienced. Almost every day brings them into a
qew and untried situation. They often meet with opposition and
discourag,ement, where they have promised themselves help and
cOUIJ!enance. Perhaps their nearest friends are displeased with them.
They are liable, likewise, while they are inquiring the way to Zion,
to be perplexed by the various opinions and angry contentions prevail
ing among the different religious persons or parties to whom they may
address thems~lves. They are frequently discouraged by the falls
and miscarriages of professors, some of whom, it is possible, they may
have admired, and looked up to, as patterns for their own imitation.
Add to these things, what they suffer from new and unexpected
discoveries·of -the evil and deceitfulness of their hearts; the mistakes
they commit, in judgment and. practice, for want of a more solid,
and extensive knowledge of the Scriptures; and the advantage the
great enemy of their souls derives from these their various difficulties
to assault their peace and obstruct their progress. What would
become of them in such circumstances, if their faithful Shepherd had
hot promised to lead, and uphold them, with the arm of His power.

There is, likewise, particular mention made of .. those who are
with young." These He will greatly lead. If we take the word
according to our version, it may signify a state of conviction or
trouble. .. Many are the afflictions of the righteous," by which they
are often wearied and heavy laden. But when their spirits are
overwhelmed within them, He knoweth their path.. Jacob would not
permit his cattle that were with young to be over-driven for one day,
lest they should die. Much less will this good Shepherd suffer the
burdened among His flock to be hurried or tempted beyond v/hat
they are able, or what He will enable them to bear.

But the word signifies, those that have }}oung, rather than those
that a1ie with }}oung. Two sorts of persons in the Lord's flock, who
come under this description, feel an especial need of His compassion,
tenderness, and patience.

1. He only knows the feelings of the hearts of parents; what
solicitude and anxiety they have for their young ones, the sucklings,
if I may so speak, of the flock, which mingle with all their endeavours,
to manage rightly the important charge committed to them, and to
bring their .. children up in the nature and admonition of the Lord."

2. Ministers, likewise, have painful exercises of mind. The
Apostle Paul speaks of .. travailing in birth again, till Christ be
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formed in our hearts" (Gal. iv. 19). When we know of any
newly awakened, and beginning to seek their salvation, how solicitous
is our care to bring them forwar~,' to comfort them, to warn them
against the desires of their hearts, and of their enemies! And how
piercing our grief and disappointment, if they miscarry! How much
is felt in sympathy f.pr the trials of the flock! What wisdom,
faithfulness, courage, meekness, and unction from on high, are
necessary to the due discharge of what we owe to the flocks of
which we have the oversight! Who is sufficient for these things?
And when we have done our best, our all, what defects and
defilements have we to mourn over. But this is our great consolation,
that He, who knows us, and leads us, considers "our frame, and
remembers that we are but dust."

In this delineation of the character and conduct of the "Great
.Shepherd of the sheep,'.1 we have an affecting exemplar and pattern
for the 'initiation of those who act in the honourable office of
under Shepherds, and are called, by their profession and engagement,
to feed His sheep and lambs. Whether there be any ministers in
our assembly or not, you will at least permit me to speak a word to
my own heart; which may, I hope, at the same time impress y~ur
minds with a sense of our great need 'of your prayers. "Brethren,
pray for us," and "pray to the Lord of the harvest, that He may
send forth more faithful labourers into His harvest. .. For
it is His work alone. It IS not necessary that a
minister of tile Gospel should be in the first line of
those who are idmired for their abilities or literature; much less. that
he should be distinguished by such titles, honours, and emoluments,
as this world can give. But it is necessary, and of the last
importance to his character and usefulness here, and to his acceptance
in the great day of the Lord, that he should have a shepherd's eye
and a shepherd's heart. He must serve the flock, "not for filthy
lucre, or by constraint (that constraint which, the Apostle attributes
to the love of Christ, only accepted), "but willingly," and with
a view to their edification. And he must, indeed, serVe them, not
acting as a "lord over God's hecitage, but as an example to the
flock." Not preaching "itimself" (1.. Cor. iv. 5), perverting his
sacred office to the purposes of ambition or vain glory, or the
acquisition of wealth; but preaching Christ Jesus the Lord, and

•-employing all his powers to turn sinners from the error of their ways.
.. He who winneth souls is wise." If it be wisdom to propose the
noblest end, the faithful minister is wise; the end at which he aims,
in subordination to the will and glory of God, is 'the salvation of
souls; and the recovery of one immortaJ soul to the favour and
image of God, is and will at length be found, a greater and more
important event, than the deliverance of a whole kingdom from
slavery or temporal ruin. If it bewisdQm to pursue a right end by
the fittest means, he is wise; he knows the gospel of Christ to be
the power of God, the appointed, the effectual, the only sufficient



mean for accomplif>hing His great purpof>e; therefore, however
unfashionable it may be. he is not af>hamed of it. he preaches it.
and he glories in it. If it be. an effect of wisdom. not to be
deterred from the prosecution .of a great and noble design by the
censure and dislike of weak and incompetent judges. the faithful
minister is truly wise. He loves his fellow-creatures. and would
willingly please them for their good; but he cannot fear them.
because he fears and serves the Lord. He looks forward. with
desire, to the day of that solemn and general visitation, when the
.. Shepherd and Bishop of souls shalI Himself appear." And if he
may then stand among those who are pardoned and accepted in the
Beloved, and receive the .. crown of life which his Lord has
promised to !'hem that love Him"-this thought fully reconciles him
to the trials of his situation; and however depreciated. misrepresented,
opposed, or ill-treated here. he can say .. None of these things move'
me, neither count I my life dear to myself. so that I may finish my
course with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord
Jesus. to testify the Gospel of the grace of God" (Acts xx. 24).

There is a counterpart to this character. described in strong and
glowing language by the prophets. There are idle shepherds, who
feed not the flock. but themselves; who neither attempt to heal the
sick, to strengthen the feeble. to bind up that which is broken. nor
recover that which has been driven away; shepherds who cannot
understand, greedy. lovers of gain-and who, by a change of
me.tapbor, are compared to slumbering watchmen•• and dumb dogs
that cannot bark. The New Testament teaches us to expect that such
persons, under the name of ministers, will be found likewif>e' in the
visible Church of Christ; men of corrupt minds, destitute of the truth.
who serve not the Lord Jesus. but their own belly: men who are
of the world, and speak of the world; and therefore the world
heareth and favoureth them. But alas! -neither the wretched slave
who toils at the galley-oar, nor he that is doomed to labour in a
deep mine. where the light of the sun never reaches him. nor the
lunatic who howls in a chain, are such emphatical objects of our
compassion as the unhappy man who prostitutes the name and function
of a minister of O1rist to the gratification of his pride and avarice;
and whose object is not the welfare of the flock. but the possession
of the fleece; who intrudes into the post of a watchman, but gi~

no alarm of the impending; danger. If the Scriptures be true; if
the Gospel be not indeed as Pope Leo the Tenth profanely styled
it. a lucrative fable; the more he accumulates riches, the more he
rises in dignity, the mor his influence extends, the more he is to be'

.Commiserated. He may have the reward he seeks: he may be
admired and flattered; he may, for a season, be permitted to withstand
and discountenance the efforts of the Lord's faithful servants; he
may shine in the accomplishments of a scholar or a courtier: but
nothing less than repentance, and faith in the Redeemer, whose name
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and cause he has dishonoured, can finally screen him from the full
effect of that terrible denunciation-" Woe to the idle shepherd that
forsaketh" or neglecteth " the flock! The sword shall be upon
his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be dean dried up,
and his right eye shall be utterly darkened" (Zech. xi. 17).

J1n ~CmOrtam.

MR. ARTHUR REGI ALD NORTON (CommlJnicated).

Another of the appreciative readers of the "Gospel Magazine"
has been " taken home," on July 19th, 1945-Mr. Arthur Reginald

orton, of 17, Teville Road, Worthing, aged 74. Brought up by
his grandmother in Bungay, he was taken to a place of worship
where the Gospel was preached and was early led to know Christ
as his Saviour. Many years of his business life were spent in Hert
ford, where he united with other believers in fellowship and Christian
service. Troubles arose, and after long exercise as to the doctrines
of the eternal sonship of Christ, the imputed righteousness of Chrisr
(which were denied) and -serious errors concerning the constitution of
the Church of God, he was obliged with great sorrow to withdraw.
In his later days he removed to Hastings, and ended his pilgrimage
at Worthing, where his wife was" taken home" in 1943. 'In both
places he found congenial and profitable ministry and feHowship, He
dearly loved the Lora Jesus, joined with deep reverence for His
Persons, and fully and tenaciously held the doctrines of grace so long
upheld in the " Gospel Magazine," and valued highly the writings
of B. W. Newton, Dr. T regelles, and many other stalwarts of the
Christian faith. His Christian life was consistent, though sorrow
and conflict were not unknown, Many times he said, "1 am seeking
the restoration of the years that the locust hath eaten" (Job 2, 25).

One last feature of our friend remains to be mentioned-his love
for sound Gospel hymns 'and those of Christian experience. A poem
by Lucy A. Bennett, which he thought one of her best, was:-

o fathomless mercy! 0 infinite grace!
With humble thanksgiving the road I retrace;
Thou never hast failed me, my strength and my stay,
To whom shall I turn for the rest of the way.
Through dangers, through darkness, by day and by night,
Thou ever hast guided, and guided aright;
In Thee have .I trusted, and peacefully lay
My hand in Thy hand for the rest of the way.
Thy cross all my refuge, Thy blood all my plea,

.None other r need, blessed Jesus, but Thee;
I fear not the shadows at dose of life's day,
For Thou wilt go with me THE REST OF THE WAY.



A eau TRY GIRL.

SALLY lONES was a bright attractive girl living in a country village
where the life* was so calm and pleasant that you would think any
body could make herself content. But a girl growing up is often
restless, and so ,was Sally, She wanted a change, she wanted
something different, she wanted to go out into the world and see it
for herself~ Her opportunity was not' long in coming, for when her
father died, his sister in London sent to the widow suggesting that
Sally should come and live with her and help her 'in the little
baker's shop she kept. You can imagine Sally's delight and excite
ment, and the pleasure with which she got her clothes ready, and
packed up, and set off for London. She was too happy in the
thought of the new joys before her to have much sympathy to spare
for 'the widowed mother left at home.

But all this happened many years ago, and I suppose letters did
not -pass very fre~ly, for when Sally reached the little shop, she had
a dreadful shock; the Aunt was dead! As soon as Mrs. lones
knew of it, she wrote to Sally, telling her she must come straight
home. But Sally, a careless giddy girl, refused to obey; and
presently some friends found her a place as a bar-maid in a large
public-house.

The new bar-maid had never been a strong girl, and London life
soon began to tell on her. The late hour;, the short nights, the
g,Iaring hot rooms had a bad effect on the country child and she
quickly began to droop, growing pale and thin and languid. Worse
than that, her moral tone was soon lowered by the course talk and
ungodly company, and she became bold and shameless like the rest.

But poor Sally was very unhappy. Her master was a hard cruel
man, and cared no~hing for her comfort or well-being. He rarely
let her out of the house; b\lt one day he sent her out to get some
change. Her way led her past one of the large hospitals, and her
attention was attracted by a group of ladies who were just entering.
These ladies belonged to the Flower Mission; each carried a basket
with many little bunches of flowers, to which a card was attached
on which some kind hand had written some words of Scripture. As
Sally stood gazing wistfully at the flowers, one of the ladies noticed
the pale sad-looking girl, and she offered her one of the nosegays.
Sally received it gratefully; she stood admiring her flowers, and
then her eyes fell on the little card, and she read it eagerly. .. Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you
rest," That was ~he first text; rest! poor Sally felt she wanted
rest badly. But she read on to the other text: .. I will 'arise and
gp to my Father." In an instant she saw what she must do; she
must go back to her mother as soon as possible. She hurried to
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fulfil iJer errand, and went back with her mind made up. As soon
as she could speak to her master, she gave a month's notice, and
asked if she could forfeit her money and leave before the month was
up. But the man was very angry, though it was easy enough to get
~ervants in those days; .and Sally was obliged to stay out the month.

It was a dreadful time;Sally was really ill, but' her master treated
her most heartlessly. And when the month was up, he turned the
poor girl adrift with no wages at all, saying she had never done a
full day's work for him.

The poor girl had no champion, but her resolution did not waver.
With her few possessions tied up in a bundle, she set out in the
direction of her home. Here and there she was given a lift in a
tradesman's van or a carrier's cart, but mostly siJe had to trudge,
and it was not long before, ill and underfed as she was, she col
lapsed by the roadside. Picked up by the authorities, Sally was
taken to a workhouse hospital, where f.or many weeks she lay sick.
But as soon as she could manage to walk again, she insisted on
setting out again to reach her mother.

One Sunday afternoon the wayworn girl was toiling up a steep
road; every few steps she would pause, lay down her bundle and
stand with her hand to iJer side, gasping for breath. Then she
would try again a little way, and again would stop, .panting. On
the other side of the road a girl named Ethel Bentley was coming
home from her Sunday-school. She was much depressed and dis-

- eauraged because she seemed to make little headway with her class,
the first she had taught. SiJe had started the work with such high
hopes, but it was all in vain, and she was feeling as if' all her
attempts in the service of God were useless, for besides the Sunday
school class, there was her Flower-mission work; for long she had
helped to write out the text cards to go with bundles of flowers to
hospital patients, but she had never heard of any good coming of it.
Here her unhappy thoughts were inteHupted by the sight of poor
Sally in such distress. Here at last was something she could do
to help. She ran across to the other girl, and saying siJe was sure she
needed help, offered to carry the parcel to the top of the hill. To
Ethel's alarm and surprise, Sally burst into a storm of tears. It was
some time before she could recover herself, but at last she sobbed
out that it was so long since anyone had spoken kindly to her.
Ethel was quite horror-struck; she persuaded Sally to sit down with
her under a tree, and there she heard the sad story.

Thou~ Sally did not know it, she was now only a few miles
away from her home. Ethel ran off, to consult her own people, and
before long all Sally's cares were lifted. The mother was sent for,
and lodging found for them both, for Sally was much to ill to be.
moved again. These months of suffering had brought the girl to the
depths; she was constantly mourning over her wasted life, and was in
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DAMARIS.

a state of hopeless despair about herself, for she knew she must die.
and how could she face death?

Both Ethel Bentley and the good Vicar of the parish often visited
the sick gtirl; they read to her the holy words of the Bible, and tried
to show her the way of life. She said little, and always looked
just as miserable and hopeless. But the work of the Holy Spirit of
God was going on secretly in Sally's heart; and there came a day
whe!l her eyes were opened and she saw Christ her Saviour. Ethel
was amaz.ed one morning to see a transformed Sally! The girl's
face was beaming with joy as she greeted her friend. .. 0 miss!
I see it now! It was Jesus did it all! I've been trying to make
myself good, and I couldn't do it; but now I can see He died for
me, and all I've to do is to believe in Him. 0 miss! I've come
now." As s~e spoke Sally pulled a dirty card out from under the_
pillow, and g)ave it to Ethel. .. Come unto Me," she read; it was
th Flower Mis~on card that the lady gave to Sally. But what was
Ethel's trembling' joy to see that it was in her very own writing with
her own initials in the corner!

Not very long after Sally -died, rejoicing in her -Saviour; and
Ethel went on her way. strengthened and refreshed.

EPHRAIM AND MANASSEH.

IT displeased Joseph that his father when blessing .. the lads" should
put Ephraim before Manasseh. I wonder if he had never thought
of such a possibility, as it was in the family history that the elder
should serve the younger. He himself held the birthright that had
been Reuben's, and all knew that J acob, and not Esau, had received
tlhe first blessing. Joseph might 'object that Esau deliberately and
wickedly parted with his, and that Reuben lost his through his own

, fault. Joseph's dearly loved first-born had done no evil to jeopardise
his right: Ephraim had done nothing specially good on which -he
could build any claim. .. I know it, my son, I know it." J acob
knew that reward was not reckoned of works: he knew that it was
long before himself or Esau had done gooCl or bad that the purpose
of God was fixed. .. I know it, my son," said the dying patriarch 
and prophet, and Ephraim was put before Manasseh for ever.
according to the commandment of the blessed God. How gently
J acob spoke to his beloved J oseph, as if he felt himself the patem-aI
disappointment. .. I die . . . . but God will be with you . . . •
moreover I have given unto thee one portion above thy brethren."
So in a few years Ephraim and Manasseh were heads of households,
arid multiplying descendants, and we have sundry items of their
private as well as of their tribal histories. Before his day was done.
Ephraim was mourning over the slaughter of a large part of his family.
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and wondering perhaps where the promise of his tens of thousands
was. But God can repair waste places. He is able to give much
more than this, and the little one again becomes a thousand.

When Hezekiah sent orders to all Israel that they should come to
his special, Passover, his order was met by mockery on all hands,
except, we read, by divers of Asher, Manasseh and Zebulon.
.. They humbled themselves and came": as if they (the Manassites)
knew that it became them to be lowly in their own eyes-as if God
had given them the Spirit, and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ;
they feared and were not high-minded. However, to reLum to the
brothers. J acob' s right hand had been placed on Ephraim's head.
his left on Manasseh's. Had they known the psalms of David.
Ephraim could have quoted many a text about the right hand of the
Most High, that did so valiantly, that found out his enemies, that was
full of righteousness and help. Manasseh, as usual. could not boast
of nwnbers, but he could tell of tender kindness, of ceaseless care
and of everlasting arms that would carry him as a little child from
the cradle to the grave. .. His left hand is under my head, and His
right hand doth embrace me.'" FOLLOWER-0N.

THE WOODMAN, or PRAYER AND FAITH

REWARDED.

WE have received from Mrs. M. E. Bradshaw, who lives near
Norwich, a somewhat lengthy poem with the above title. Mrs.
Bradshaw is one of our esteemed readers. Her father, the late
Mr. ]. Burton, of Coventry, was a frequent contributor to the
Magazine in Dr. Do·udnh's days,. and al~o a close personal friend
of his. - Mrs. Bradshaw committed the poem to memory when quite'
a girl, and, though she is now 76, she wrote it out from memory
about three years ago. As there are some difficulties in the way of
our printing this rather lengthy po<;m, we are reducing the facts to
prose in the hope that the story may stimulate the Lord's people to
rejoice in the truth of the words that .. Them that honour the Lord.
He will honour." The story is as follows:

A godly woodman and his wife lived in a lonely cottage. The
woodman and his wife feared the Lord. His faithfulness in rebuking
glaring sin had offended his employer. who, in anger, dismissed him.
Six weeks passed and his small stock of savings were exhausted.
He bad but three~halfpence left. His five dear children had to go
to bed without supper. .. My dears." he said. .. there is no supper
for you, but I trust God will provide a breakfast for you on the
morrow." Their faith sorely tried, the woodman and his wife prayed
for what seemed improbable, for supplies for the returning morrow.
They earnestly prayed -that the Lord would intervene. and open up



156 The Gospel Magazine

,

a way by which food would be supplied for their dear children.
They then retired to rest and were soon wrapped in quiet refreshing
sleep.

Morning came. It was cold and piercing weather, and the wood
man lighted up his little stock of firewood. His faith had well nigh
failed him. He wondered where he should next seek employment
and how he could obtain food for his dear children. Then at the
door came a l knock. A young man appeared bearing a letter from
a far' distant post. He said a penny must be paid. The woodman
had only three-halfpence. If the penny were paid ilow could he
obtain a tiny loaf for the family breakfast? His faithful wife, whose
trust in God had never shaken. bade him take the note and trust in
God. The penny was paid and the note was taken and opened.
Then tears of gratitude and joy trickled down the weatherbeaten
cheeks of the woodman. The letter contained ten shillings from a
sympathising friend. Who that friend was he never knew. But he
knew that his God had answered prayer, and with _a light heart he
went into the village. and came back laden with the half promised
breakfast. Then, later on. he impressed on the young' minds of his
children how prayer and faith had been wonderfully rewarded:
This remarkable gift ileld out till the woodman obtained employment,
and his faith grew stronger for the trial.

Dear readers, the God who so wonderfully wrought for the godly
woodman and his wife still lives. and it is still true, and we can say
it is true in our own experience, that .. The young lions do lack,
and suffer hunger: but the]} that see/~ the Lord shall 'not want an]}
good tJling" (Psalm xxxiv. 10).

WILLIAM HUNTINGTON'S TOMB.

THIS tomb. at the rear of lireh Chapel, Lewes, is quite dilapidated.
Sixty pounds are needed to put it 1n proper repair. Donations for
this object may be sent to Pastor H. Moore, 14, St. Swithun's
Terrace, Lewes, Sussex.

ALAs! these sins of ours, before and after conversion, would consign
us to the place of inextinguishable fire if it were not for the sovereign
mercy which has made us to differ, snatching us like brands from the
burning. My soul, bow down under a sense of thy natural sinfulness,
and worship thy God. Admire the grace which saves thee--the
mercy which spares thee-the love whicil pardons thee! --C. H.
:ipurgeon.
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.. THE SOURCE OF ALL HERESIES."

(From the Epistle to the Hebrews, by Adolph Saphir, 0.0.,
pp. 612-618).

TH£ neglect of the doctrine of either the divinity or the humanity of
the L,ord Jesus is the source of all heresies, maladies, and infirmities
which afflict Christendom. Unless Jesus is God, we have not seen
the Father, we have not been reconciled to Him, we have not been
brou~t nigh as His redeemed and accepted children. or can a
soul-renewing influence be exercised except by the divine Lord, who
can pour out the Holy Ghost. If Jesus is the Son of God, nothing
need or can be added to His sacrifice, to His intercession, to His
soul-transforming and sanctifying power. And as the Hebrew
believers, if they rightly understood Christ's divinity, were thereby
emancipated from' all the shadows and types of. the Levitical dis.
pensation, so the subsequent introduction of human and angelic
intercessors, of a so-called repetition of the sacrifice, of priestly
mediation, of supplemental merits, is rooted in a defective view of
the divine glory of Christ's person and all-sufficient, because infinite
value of His work.

But equally essential is it to hold fast our faith in His true
humanity. Emphasising not too strongly, but in a one-sided and
untrue manner, the divinity of Jesus, men fancied that His perfection,
His spotless purity, His majestic holiness, stood in the way of our
coming to Him with confidence, and with that free and unrestrained
trustfulness which alone enables us to pour out our whole "heart.
Jesus seemed so majestic and· gllorious, so high exalted above the
heaven's, so holy and spotless, that men f.rgot His infinite mercy and
tenderness, and the inexhaustible fulness of His human sympathy, and
'imagined that some human sinful being, better than themselves, yet
imperfect, ought to intervene as mediator between themselves and
Jesus; that they fancied especially to find such a mediator in the
Virgin Mary, whose womanly gentleness and compassion m<rde it
easier for them to approach in their weakness and sinfulness. Oh.
how little do such thoughts harmonise with the blessed Gospel!
How dishonouring are they both to the divinity and humanity of
our Lord! This is the great mystery of godliness, that our Mediator
is God, of infinite love and mercy; that He is man, perfect in His
sympathy and tenderness. As.if imperfect and ,sinful men, or any
created and therefore limited angels, could ever fully know the
human heart; as if finite compassion and love could ever fully fathom
and heal our sorrow; as if anyone but Jesus could unite perfect
sympathy with the sinner, and the perfect aim and power to bring} us
into fellowship and harmony with God.
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Between Jesus, the Bridegroom of the Church, and the soul
none can intervene. He alone knows what is in man; He .alone
loves us perfectly; He alone has the way to the heart, and power
to say, .. Let not your heart be troubled." Our sorrow, our sin.
our need, lie too deep for human ministry.

Once, when He was still on earth, His mo~her Mary, whom we
also in common with all generations of believers call blessed, ventured
to interfere on behalf of the guests, and said, .. They have no wine.'·
But the same Lord, who as a child was subject unto Mary His
mother, and as a son remembering her with gratitude and affection
even on the cross, commended ..her to the beloved disciple, recognises
here no mediatorial position -or special claim on His affection and
help. Here He does not call her mother. He does not acknowledge.
her maternal authority. The tone of His reply appears strange and
severe: .. Woman, what have I to do with thee?" The evangelist
John, who records this incident, was especially near the blessed
Virgin, and' regarded her with peculiar veneration and affection.
She had been committed' to his care by his beloved Lord. What is.
the meaning) of Christ's words, recorded by John? He who, even
as a child, had said to Mary, and to Joseph, .. Know ye not that
I must be about, My Father's business?" and had thereby revealed
to them His divine sonship and His exalted position above all men,
returned with them to Nazareth, and in humility was subject to His
parents, thus obeying the commandment of the Father who had sent
Him. In' Nazareth, as a child and youth, He doubtless always
called Mary .. mother," and always obeyed and honoured her. But
now ,He had entered on His work. He had commenced His
ministry, being filled with the Holy Ghost. At the marriage of
Cana, Jesus appears as the Lord, as the true Bridegroom of the
Church. Here He manifests His glory; here Jesus knows none but
the Father, and the children whom God has given Him. .. Who is
My mother? and who are My brethren? He who doeth the will of
My Father in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and
mother.'.' The Lord shrinks back from Mary, because she brings her
maternal authority and influence into a region to which it does not
belong; she attempts to put herself by His side in the kingdom..
where He is the only monarch. Jesus is Lord, and there is none in
heaven or earth to share in any way or to any extent His mediatorial
throne.

WHERE there is true grace in the heart, it will take shame to itself..
and give all the glory to God's sovereign grace, for any difference
there is between us and others. Free-grace kills free-will pride, and
lays the sinner low, while it exalts Christ and causes sinners to triumph
in His righteousness and salvation.-W. Mason.
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How plainly does this incident teach - us that, highly favoured as
Mary was in the kingdom of Christ, she is only one among myriads,
a disciple of Jesus. Thus we find her mentioned in the Acts as one
of the believers who united in prayer for the promised descent of the
Spirit. In none of the epistles does she occur again. While we hear
constantly of our Lord's ascension and exaltation, is there the slightest
reference to her ascension? In the visions of the heavenly glory
vouchsafed unto John, do we ever read of Mary as enthroned with
OT near the Lord-as holding any peculiar position among the angels
and glorified saints? We read of angels and living beings, and
elders and martyrs, and multitudes with white robes, but where do
we read of the Virgin Mary, of a queen of heaven, of a merciful
and indul~nt intercessor, appealing to the filial affection ~f her Son)
No; Jesus said unto her, .. Woman, what have I to do with thee? "
How much more now in His exaltation is He the one and only Lord
who alone is the searcher of hearts, the consolation' of Israel, the
healer of the 'Wounded spirit, dle Head, from whom all blessings
descend to His members. It is He who gives us the oil of gladness
and strengthens us with the true wine. Mary recedes from her
position as mother, and from the false attitude she had assumed;
her sensitive heart understands Jesus immediately; she points as a
true disciple to the one Lord and Saviour, and directing all eyes and
hearts exclusively to Him, utters the great word, .. Whatsoever He
oCommandeth you, do." I dlink we honour and revere and love the
Virgin Mary more than the Romanists in their false and unscriptural
pevotion. Her word, .. Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it,"
reveals to us her true greatness, her humility, her faith; her soul again
magnified the Lord; and rejoiced in her Saviour. She points the
whole Church away from herself to the Lord Jesus.' She acknow~

ledges Him to be the only Master. And so we rejoice in Him, the
only Mediator, who is infinitely holy, infinitely merciful; of wh~se

love all fatherly forethought and strength, all motherly tenderness,
minuteness, inventive. quickness, and persevering patience, all brotherly
faithfulness and sympathy, are but feeble images; the man Christ
Jesus, in whom is all manly and womanly perfection, the Lord who
is from above, omniscient, omnipotent, all-good; we have, we need
no other mediator than Christ Jesus" .

EDITORIAL.

Received by the Editor, with many thanks: Miss L. R. Channell;
Pte. H. P. Wotton; Mrs. P. Moynihan; Mr. H. Vertecain; L/Cpl.
Thomas; Miss M.. Downard; Miss Catherine B. Gardner; Mr. W. R.
Taylor; Driver Macmillan; Mr. B. W. Duffield; Pastor H. Moore:
Mrs. A. M. Sc6tt; Mrs. E. C. Stock; Miss L. Ormiston; Miss E. C.
Downard; Mrs. D. Wakeley; Mr. J. Whiteside; Pastor R. Hunt:
Dr. L. M. Houghton; Miss R. Cowell; Mr. J. P. Whitethorn; Mr. E. J.
Pounds; Mr. G. Williams.
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EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE.

From Abbots Langlty: .. Thank you for God-given messages in the
Gospel Magazine."

From East Yorkshire: .. I would like to record my deep appreciation
of the solid Gospel truths you uphold in the Gospel Magazine, especially
so in these dark and solemn days."

From Biggleswade: .. My late husband and I always looked forward •
to seeing the Magazine. and always enjoyed it." I

From Leicester: .. I am now in my 91st year and the Gospel Magazine
is still a great pleasure to me, especially the Family Portion and
Follower-on, etc."

From near Sittingbourne: .. The Gospel Magazine is a comfort to me.
I especially enjoyed 'R.' in the last number."

From Edinburgh: ., I am greatly impressed by the well written simple
Gospel messages in the MagaZine."

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.

The Trustees of .. The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the folloWing donations to the Fund :-Mr. C: Marsden 10/-;
Mrs. E. C. Stock. £2 IOs.; Mr. T. Slater 1/6; Mr. V. H. Newell 7/-;
Mrs. F. Butcher 2/6: Rev. O. R. Macdonald 2/6; In memory of Edward
Sadler £1; Dr. M. Talbot 10/-; Mrs. D. Wakeley £1; Miss Shakarian
10/-; Mr. E. J. Younds £1 ; Rev. T. Houghton £1.
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